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748 Questions,

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBILY.
Tuesday, 7 August, 1877,

Questions. — Auditor-General’s Pension Rill — third
reading.—Railway Plans.—Supply—resumption of
cominittee,

The SrEaxER took the chair at half-past
three o’clock.

QUESTIONS.

Mr. Buzacort asked the Seccretary for
Public Instruction—

1. What is the total cost of stationery and
school requisites supplied to the Education
Department during the year 1876-7 ?

2. What proportion was supplied under con-
tract, and what proportion purchased in the
open market ?

3. Is it intended to extend the contract
system to all departmental requirements ?
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The MinisTER ror INsTrRUCcTION (MTW
Griffith) replied—
£ s d.
1.—938 19 5 purchased
167 8 10furnished by Colonial Stores.

£1,106 3 38

£ s d

2~Under contract .. 806 4 7
Open market ... 182 14 10
From Colonial Stores 167 38 10
£1,106 3 3

3.—The contract system is now adopted, so
far as practicable, yurchases being made in the
open market under specific ¢ircumstances only.
It is intended to follow the same practice in the
future.

AUDITOR-GENERAL’S PENSION
~~THIRD READING.

On the motion of the Coroxtar Trea-
SURER, this Bill was read a third time.

BILL

RAILWAY PLANS.

The Minister ror Works (Mr. G.
Thorn), in rising to move the resolu-
tions of which he had given notice, said—
The Railway Reserves Bill having passed
this House, I have now to ask hon-
ourable members to agree to the motion
standing in my name, approving the
schedules of six lines of railway. In
doing so, I wish to call attention to the
memoranda which have been distributed
amongst honourable members, and which
will show the cost of each of the lines con-
templated by the Government. The docu-
ments will also show the fallacy of certain
statements made last session, and during
the recess, to the effect that the Govern-
ment do not kmow what these railways will
cost. From the report of the Chief Engi-
neer and the engineer in charge of railway
surveys, honourable members will receive
all necessary information upon this point,
with one exception—namely, that of ihe
line from the Comet to Emerald Downs.
This is not included in the reports ; but
I may as well state ab once that this
line will only cost £150,000, or £5,000
a-mile, for the thirty miles. This, Sir, I
believe to be the proper time, too, to con-
tradict a statement which has received
some amount of credit out of doors, and
which has found its way into certain not
over-serupulous papers of the colony, with
regard to the railway lines already in course
of construction. 1t has becn said that the
cost of those lines will be £6,000 a-mile and
over; but I can assure honourable mem-
bers that they will, when completed, cost
not more than £4,300 a-mile. As to the con-
tracts entered into for the completion of
the line to Dulacca, I may state that
No, 1 section (twenty-cight miles) has been
let to Messrs. Overend and Company at
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the following rates:—Contract rate per
mile, £2,999; contract amount, £83,996;
permanent way and other material sup-
plied by Government, station buildings,
and engmneering staff, &e., £41,770; total,
£125,767; rate per mile, £1,491 13s. 9d.
No. 2 section (twenty-four miles) has also
been let to Messrs. Overend and Company
as follows :—Contract rate per mile, £2,999
17s. 6d. ; contract amount, - £71,997; per-
manent way, &c., £34,842 ; total, £106,839 ;
rate per mile, £1,451. No. 3 section (bwenty-
seven miles) has been let to Messrs. Basﬁ-
ford and Company as follows:—Contraet
rate per mile, £2,893 11s. 8d.; contract
amount, £78,126; permanent way, &e.,
£38,854; total, £116,981; rate per mile,
$£4,332 12s. 11d. The fourth and last section
(twenty-four and three-quarter miles) has
been let to Fountain and Co. at the follow-
ing rates :—Contract rate per mile, £2,460
14s.5d. ; contract amount, £60,902 16s.10d.;

permanent way,&e., £35,676; total, £96,679;

rate per mile, £3,902. I give these figures
in order to convince the House that these
lines were let at a very cheap rate indeed ;
and if the lines proposed to be constructed
by the Government are let as wisely, the
country will have no cause to complain and
the labour market will not be disturbed.
I do not mean to say that the Government
intend to go on with all the lines at once.
We propose to go on with two railways
immedjately : the line from Warwick to
Stanthorpe, and the line from Maryborough
thirty-six miles towards G-ympie; and we
do not propose to let them in one section.
The Stanthorpe line will be let in three
moderate lengths ; the Grympie line in two
lengths. By adopting this plan the Gov-
ernment will get the lines made cheaper
than they would otherwise have done, with-
ouf in-any way disarranging the labour
market. The rcason we ask for tenders
for these two lines -at once is, because
the permanent surveys have been made.
‘We now come to consider what is the
contemplated cost of all the lines pro-
posed” by the Government at the present
time. It is, after all, a very moderate
sum to ask the House to agree to
for six lines of railway. First, there is the
line between Warwick and Stanthorpe.
‘When it is completed we may safely
reckon that nearly all the tin which now
finds its way to Newcastle and Grafton
will come upon our Southern and Western
line; and not only the tin, but also a
large amount of pastoral produce from the
north-western part of New South Wales.
I will venture to assert, that when this
line is completed to Stanthorpe it will
more than pay working expenses,—in fact,
it will return 1 or 2 per cent. upon the
outlay. The line will cost £8,553 per mile,
as honourable members will observe on
referring to Mr. Stanley’s veport. - Betwecn
Warwick and . the upper tunnel there
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are some heavy earthworks, and large
bridges will be necessary; but from that
point into Stanthorpe the works are of an
easy character. Notwithstanding this, how-
ever, the quantity of excavationIn cuttings,
side~cuttings, &ec., amounts to no less than
an average of 15,300 cubic yards per mile.
Considerable improvement hasbeen effected
by the permanent survey in the item of
works as compared with the trial sections.
The earthwork has been reduced nearly
20 per cent., and the tunnels from four,
of an aggregate length of 792 lineal yards,
as allowed for in Mr. Smith’s estimate of
April, 1876, to two of 451 lineal yards.
This saving is chiefly due to more favour-
able sections having been obtained by
the several deviations, as well as to a
more judicious arrangement of gradients.
‘When these difficulties are got over, how-
ever, the remainder will be constructed
much more cheaply. The line on leaving
Warwick keeps to the back of the pound,
crosses the Condamine in the rear of the
hospital, and runs parallel with Lyons
street. This route has been adopted in
preference to the alternative one, which
crosses the river near the present station
and traverses the town, passing at the
back of the post office, and hetween
Albion and Canning streets. Although
the line by the route now proposed to be
adopted 1s fifty-three chains longer, it
will be a less costly one to construct, and
in other respects is much superior in an
engineering point of view. This line will
be forty and a-half miles in length,
and the station at Stanthorpe will be in
the centre of the town. There are many
reasons to be urged in favour of the course
we have adopted at Warwick,—amongst
them I may mention that a much better.
site for a bridge over the Condamine is
obtained, involving a less expensive struc-
ture ; that the works would be less exposed
to injury from flood; that the curves of
gradients are more favourable; that a
heavy embankment and deep cutting, re-
quired in traversing the town by the other
route, is avoided, as well as the crossing
of numerous streets, which would in con-
sequence have to be raised or otherwise
altered, to the inconvenience of the publie
traflic; that less valuable town property
is passed through; and that the estimated
cost is £3,300 under that of the alternative

 line. The second line proposed by the Gov- 4

ernment is one between Maryborough and |
Gympie ; and with respect toit I may state
that since I met the House last year I
have been over the line, and have no hesita-
tion in saying that it will be one of
the best paying lines in the colony. The
amount of traffic I saw on that road
was very great; and it must not be for-
gotten that the line will connect two large
towns, each of which has large suburban
and country populations, while between the
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towns there is a large agricultural settle-
ment along the valley of the Mary. Itis
proposed to take this line from the ninety-
acre reserve, in the town of Maryborough,
and, following the northern bank of the
Mary River, via Yengaric and Rawmsay’s
saw-mills, to Antigua. Crossing the river
a short distance above the sugar-mills it
Easses on the western side of Tiaro ; thence
y Gootchie and Curra stations, and
following up the watershed of the right-
hand branch of Curra Creek, traverses
some rather broken country to the north-
ward of Gympie, and terminates on the
spur on which the court-house and princi-
pal business part of the town is situated.
It was once contemplated to run a direct
line from Maryborough to Gympie, and a
survey was made as far as Tiaro, but no
Parliamentary plans were ever prepared.
It is true this “direet line,” as it was
called, would have been a little shorfer than
that we have now chosen vie Antigua; but
it would have boen less serviceable, and
would have cost little if any less, while it
would go altogether away from the settle-
ment. According to Mr. Stanley’s report,
this direct line would go from Owanyilla to
a point of junction near Warren’s Creek,
about eleven miles fifty chains, and the or-
dinary costof construction would be £58,125,
or at the rate of £5,000 per mile; but there
would be a bridge over the Mary River at
Maryborough 1,887 feet long, which would
cost £55,000. Altogether, this direct line
would cost £113,125. The line which the
Government proposes via Antigua to the
point of junction is seventeen miles ten
chains, and, at an average of £5,000 a-
mile, will cost £85,625; and including a
bridge over the Mary River at Antigna
1,030 feet long, which can be con-
structed at an estimated cost of £30,000,
will come to £115,625-—or £2,500 more
than the direct line would cost. This,
however, is very little, as I have shown
that the Antigua line will draw a large
amount of traffic to it. I may also
mention that a branch to Gayndah will
start some day from this Antigua line, and
a branch will also go from it to the
Burrum, which are reasons why it should
be adopted. There is also a proposition
to have an alternative line, which 1s
known as the Bailey’s Falls deviation,
and which is sixty-one chains longer
than that eie Antigua, and, according to
the report of the engineer, would cost con-
siderably more than that line. At the
same time, the line via Antigua will, I
believe, accommodate the greatest numbcer
of settlers and return the largest traflie,
whilst 1t will cost only £5,127 a-mile, or a
total of £320,478. The third line which
the Government ask the sanction of the
House to is one from Bundaberg to Mount
Perry. This line, which will start from
the north side of Buandaberg, the Govern-
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ment propose to construect at a very cheap
rate; 1t is, in fact, to be one of the low-
cost railways contemplated by the Govern-
ment. It is not intended to reduce the
gauge on it, but allow it to remain at three
feet six inches, with a view of ultimately,
if there is a large amount of traflic, con-
verting it into a first class line. I may
state that at present, although the Mount
Perry mines are closed, the miners are
prepared to work those mines when the
railway is constructed, and pay the pro-
prietors a large percentage. I may state
that this line passes through wich land
as far as Washey Creck, the first part
being rich scrub and the rest good forest,
well adapted for agriculture; and that
when the line reaches Mount Perry it
will reach a large population, and will
enable them to have a cheap means
of getting their produce to market. Some
honourable members may be of opinion
that this line will not return the same
interest of money as the longer lines;
but that is no rveason why we should
not go on with this line, as it has been
discovered in other colonies that lines not
thought much of at first have proved to
be the best paying afterwards. I have
very little doubt myself that this line will
prove one of the best paying lines in the
colony. Honourable members will also
see that this line to New Moonta, including
everything, such as stations and mainten-
ance, will only cost £3,050 a-mile, thus
making it the cheapest line constructed in
the colonies; and when we consider that
in the last five miles there is a tunnel 330
feet in length, T think it will not be said
that the sum I have mentioned is a very
large amount. That line, as. I have said
betore, will cost £150,983, or at the rate of
£3,050 a-mile. The next line the Govern-
ment proposes to submit for the approval
of the House is one from the Comet to
Emerald Downs. This line is about thirty
miles in length, and, according to Mr.
Ballard’s estimate, will cost £5,000 a-milg,
or a total of £150,000. With the exception
of three bridges, the country is almost
level; and I may state for the information
of honourable members representing the
Central division, that the Government are
taking action already with regard to these
bridges, in order to hasten on as fast as
possible the line in the great Central and
Western districts. The next line we pro-

. pose is a line from Dulacea to Roma,

which is nearly sixty-two miles in length,
and passes through comparatively easy
country ; not so easy, however, as that
between Dalby and Dulacca, and conse-
quently it will cost about £300 a-mile
more than from Dalby to Dulacca; but
notwithstanding this the whole line will
not cost more than £:4,300 a-mile. Another
reason why this extension will cost miore
than the line from Dalby to Dulacea is,
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that there are two very extensive bridges.
‘When finished, however, this line will be the
means of drawing to the Southern and Wes-
tern Railway a large amount of traffic which
now finds its way to New South Wales. The
next line we propose to ask the sanction of
the House to is from Townsville to Charters
Towers; and I have laid on the table plans
showing the first fifty miles of it. Were
it not a fact that very expensive bridges
will have to be constructed over erecks, or
rather, I should say, rivers, this line would
be constructed at a very cheap rate. The
Government, I may say, contemplate mak-
ing this a first class line, as Charfers
Towers will be eventually made the depdt
for a large trafic from the Diamantina,
Upper Barcoo, and other great pastoral
distriets.  Altogether, the proposition of
the Government is, I think, a very
moderate one. If the House sees fit
to approve of the plans the Government
do not intend to proceed with the con-
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struction of the railways simultaneously, .

as they think that it would probably cause
some disturbance of the labour market. I
think T can safely venture to assert that

the lines will be let under the amounts put-

down in the Estimates, and let as wisely as
the extensions from Dalby to Dullacea.
I now beg to move, Sir—

1. That this House approves of the nlans,
sections, and book of reference of the extension
of the railway from Warwick to Stanthorpe,
laid upon the table of this House.

2. That this House approves of the plans,
sections, and book of reference of the railway
from Maryborough to Gympie, laid upon the
tuble of this House.

3. That this House approves of the plans,
sections, and book of reference of the railway

from Bundaberg towards Mount Perry, laid

upon the table of this House.

4. That this House approves of the plans,
sections, and book of reference of the extension
of the railway from Comet {o Emerald Downs,
laid upon the table of this House.

6. That this House approves of the plans,
sections, and book of reference of the extension
of the railway from Dulacca to Roma, laid
upon the table of this House.

6. That this House approves of the plans,
sections, and book of reference of the railway
from Townsville towards Charters Towers, laid
upon the table of this House.

7. That the said several plans, sections, and
books of reference be forwarded to the Legis-
lative Council for their approval, by message in
the usual form.

Mr, Paruer: I have been waiting, Sir,
for the contingent notice of motion which
was to have been brought forward by the
honourable member for Bulimba on the
resolutions now before wus; but as it
appears that that honourable member has
been spirited away from the House in some
extraordinary manner, T presume that I
may as well rise to make the few remarks
Tintended to address to the House. T take

|
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it, that that contingent motion cannot
be brought on at a later period of the
debate ; if it can, I have no intention of
debating the resolutions until that is done.

The Seeaxer: The only time a contin-
gent notice of motion can be moved is
immediately after the main question has
been put from the chair.

Mr. Paruer: Well, Sir, we have heard
a very elaborate speech from the Minister
for Works on these proposed railways.
The subject has been so often debated in
the House that I do not see muech use in
discussing the same things over and over
again; but I must say that the manner in
which the engineers’ report, referred to by
the honourable gentlenan in his speech,
was put into the hands of honourable
members was, to say the least of it, very
extraordinary. If we are to be expected,
in the short space of five minutes, to
make ourselves acquainted with engi-
neers’ reports, which might have been
put into our hands several days ago, I
say it is too much for any Government to
expect of us, and that it is evident that the
Government do not intend to let honour-
able members make themselves acquainted
with what the opinions of their engineers
really are. T charge the Government with
wilfully and deliberately keeping members
of this House as much as possible in the
dark on this subject. We have been
favoured by the Minister for Works with
his opinions as to how these lnes will pay;
but I can only say that I would not give
three farthings of the very worst copper
ever coined for that gentleman’s opinion.
It was his clear duty to have shown the
House how he arrived at the conclusion
that these lines will pay interest on the
cost of construction ; but, instead of that,
he has only given us the Honourable
George Thorn’s opinions, on which I for
one place very little value. The honour-
able gentleman also told wus that the
Government do mnot intend to proceed
with the construction of these six lines
simultaneously. Now, Sir, I have warned
the House over and over again that
they never intended to go on with them all
at once; but that they merely intended to
g0 on with their pet lines—mnotably the one
from Maryborough to Gympie—and let the
others slide. T think the action of the Gov-
ernment will fully justify me now in having
always stated that belief. We are fold
that they are not going to disturb the labour
market by proceeding with all the lines
simultaneously; yet, although they have
been told over and over again by this side
of the House that such would be the effect,
they have only just arvived at the conclu-
sion not to proceed with all the lines at
once. The honourable gentleman has
forgotten, however, that, besides the lines
he has enumerated to the Houve, there
are at least four more promised by the
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honourable gentleman at the head of
the Government ; and I suppose the parties
who brought the pressure upon that hon-
ourable gentleman necessary to get those
lines will hardly be contented with the
promise that at some future time they will
be proceeded with. Tnstead of a line from
Bundaberg to Mount Perry we find that
the Minister for Works proposes to stop at
New Moonta, and wishes us to believe that
that short piece of railway will be a very
paying line. He does not show how 1t
will pay, whilst we have before us a notori-
ous example, in the line from Rockhampton
to Westwood, that short lines will not pay
—with, however, the difference in favour
of the Westwood line, that it had an
immense amount of back country traffic to
feed it. In spite of that, the fact stares us
in the face, that whilst that line was a
short one it did not pay for the greasing of
the wheels. Notwithstanding this bitter ex-
perience, which runs over a series of years,
the honourable gentleman tries to persuade
us that the short line from Bundaberg—
where there is no back country to support
it—will be a paying line. If honourable
members can swallow that, I envy them
their gullibility. ~ Notwithstanding that
the Government say that they do not
intend to proceed with these lines simul-
tancously, I believe that the same pressure
as before will be brought to bear upon
them, and that we shall have the same
melancholy spectacle of a Government
submitting to any amount of squeezing in
order to retain office, although we know
perfectly well that they will be unable to
carry out their promises. Up to the
present time we were told that the Govern-
ment intended to proceed with all the lines
simultaneously; butnow we learn what will
amount to many of those lines being indefi-
nitely shelved. As T have frequently said
before, the Opposition have done all in their
power to prevent the Government carrying
out what will, T do not hesitate to say,
be a most ruinous poliey in regard to the
construction of railways,—I refer to
their Railway Reserves Bill and to these
resolutions. They have been told that the
state of the labour market will prevent
these multitudinous schemes being carried
out; and it must also be remembered that
there are in the background promises of
other lines of railway. There is one from
Ipswich to Fassifern ; from Ipswich to the
Logan; and probably one from Brisbane to
Sandgate—-that is, in fact, I believe, now
being surveyed ; then there are rumours of
one from Oxley to South Brisbane, another
to the Governinent wharves, another to the
Queen’s Wharf, and others,—all of which
will cost an enormous amount of money
and will absorb an immense amount of
labour. Yet we ave to believe that the
Government are in earnest with all these
lines, I say thatit is simply impossible,
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and no one knows that better than the mem-
bers of the Government themselves. T am
quite certain that the Premier, if he chooses
to reply to me, instead of deputing one
of his supporters to do so as he did
last night, will say that I am adopting
the course of obstruction usual to honour-
able members on this side of the House
whenever any railways are proposed ; but
the reverse 1s the case, as the Opposition
have always advocated railway construe-
tion. When the present Ministry took
office they plainly told their constituents
that they were not in favour of making
railways until the country was in a more
prosperous financial condition. That was
what they did, with the exception of the
present Colonial Secretary, who was not
then in office. I say again, Sir, that the
Opposition have all along been in favour
of the construction of railways—of the
construction of main trunk lines through
the colony. I say that the present Minis-
try stole that policy from the Opposition ;
they found that their “rest and caution’’
policy was not at all in accordance with
the opinions of the country, and feeling
their way by testing the opinions of hon-
ourable members of this House and of the
people out of doors, they trimmed their
sails accordingly. Instead, however, of
adopting what I may call the sensible
policy of the Opposition, they rushed, as
all converts do, to the extreme, and have
had, through their own conduct, a scheme
forced upon them which no Government
can possibly carry out;—and they know it.
If they had proposed a feasible scheme of
railway construction, to be carried on
steadily, and had not rushed one railway
on another—piling Pelion on Ossa—until
honourable members were sick of railways,
they would have had the support of the
Opposition ; but we cannot consent to their
scheme as it is, as we feel that it will be
ruinous to the country. I may remark,
that I am speaking the feelings of the
entire Opposition when I say that we
have done all we could to prevent this
suicidal policy. Honourable members on
this side of the House showed by their
speeches last session, and by their votes
and specches during the lagt three years,
that they cannot support any such scheme
as that now proposed; but they feel
that the Government have hitherto com-
manded a majority in this House, and,
much as they feel that the course the
Ministry are pursuing is radieally wrong,
they do mob care to offer any ob-
struction. They will not assist the
Government in any way, but will leave
the whole responsibility of carrying out
the policy on the shoulders of the men
who introduced it. That it will be injuri-
ous to the country I have not the least
doubt. But if any faint hope lingers in
the breast of the honourable Premier that
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he will, by causing a division in the camp
of the Opposition, be able to carry out the
same tactics that he did last session, and
have these resolutions so altered in another
place that he may go on dangling these
lines of railway before the eyes of his
supporters for another twelve months, he
is very much mistaken. As far as the
Minister for Works is concerned, he can
carry his resolutions and make the best of
them.

The PreyIER : I am always very happy
to follow the honourable gentleman, the
leader of the Opposition, and T regret that
he should feel hurt because I did not
address myself to the House yesterday
immediately after he sat down. The fact
was, I had not taken nearly so prominent a
part in the discussion of that question on
previous occasions, nor did I feel such
interest in it as many other honourable
members did ; and I did not rise, not from
any desire to give a slight to the honour-
able gentleman—if he considers it a slight
—but from a sincere feeling that I did not
take an interest in the subject to the extent
that many other honourable gentlemen did ;
and I beg to apologize to him if he thinks
that, in any way, I failed to act up to my
¥ositio11 in not immediately rising to reply.

congratulate the honourable gentleman
that he has at last taken up a position
which is a proper one under the circum-
stances.  The Opposition have availed
themselves of every opportunity of express-
ing their dislike to the policy which we
have done our best to expound. The hon-
ourable gentleman now announces, as the
unanimous expression of opinion on the
part of the Opposition, that they are no
longer prepared to offer any obstruction to
the passing of this measure; that having
done what they conceive to be their duty,
they will now throw the responsibility upon
the Government. That is a very proper
position for the Opposition to take up, and
I congratulate the honourable gentleman
and his followers on having arrived at that
conclusion. I regret that they did not
arrive at the same conclusion last session.
True, we are now in possession of a larger
amount of information than we were then;
but still it is much to be regretted that our
railway policy, whieh is virtually the same,

was not carried out last session,—for we-

should have been in a better position to
arrange for the construction of the various
lines than we arenow. I submit that there
has been undue obstruction on the part of
the Opposition, which the circumstances did
not justify ; and I regret, as I said before,
that they did not take up their present
position when this policy was Dbefore the
House last year. However, I am glad to
accept the assurance of the honourable
gentleman that he does not intend any
Ionger to place any impediments in the
way of the scheme we have so long dis-
1877—38 a
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cussed. I, for myself and my colleagues,
entirely repudiate the charge which the
honourable gentleman has brought against
us, of making use of this policy simply for
olitical purposes. That has certainly not
een our intention; and, indeed, instead of
gaining political ecapital by it, we shall
Lave now to mect many serious difficulties
in the carrying out of our scheme. But we
are quite willing to take the responsibility
of our measure, and to accept the duties
which will devolve upon usin carrying it
out. The honourable gentleman has always
taken a very gloomy view of railway enter-
prise in this colony, and in that respect he
differs from the honourable gentleman who
sits next him—the honourable member for
Maranoa. The latteris extremely sanguine,
and full of gigantie projects hardly applica-
ble at the present time ; while the former
seems to view all railway enterprise with
doubt and distrust. 'When we look to the
neighbouring colonies we see them construct-
ing as many lines of railway as they possibly
can, in order to open up the country and
make it beneficial to live in. Thereisa
large amount of railway enterprise going
on in New South Wales, although, per-
haps, not so much as the circumstances of
that colony might justify. In South Aus- -
tralia, not content with the considerable
extensions already authorized, the Govern-
ment are intending to propose considerably
more. The honourable gentleman is alto-
gether mistaken with regard to the extent
of the lines we propose to make. Even
including the Roma section of the railway,
which has been already sanctioned, it does
not exceed 300 miles. And even taking
the extreme case of our asking this House,
as I hope we shall do, for authority to
expend a certain amount of money upon
the formation of branch lines, these branch
lines which we contemplate do not in all
certainly exceed seventy miles in extent.
They are, in faet, short feeders, which we
propose to construct through that portion
of the country where the population 1s most
dense. The honourable gentleman seems
to infer, from some statements made by my
honourable friend the Minister for Works,
that we are not going on with these lines,—
that we are going to indefinitely postpone
them; or, as he idiomatieally terms it, they
are to be indefinitely shunted. I hope the
honourable gentleman will take my assur-
ance that that is not going to be the case, if
we can helpit. We shall endeavour not to
do anything very rash or precipitate, but we
shall commence railways wherever this
House autlorizes them to be made. We
do not intend to “pile on the agony,” as
the honourable gentleman would express
it, and unnecessarily to raise the price of
wages, for that would be a very foolish
thing to do. But I hope we shall-lose no
time, if we are authorized to make the lines,
in taking proper steps to secure their for-
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mation at -every point which the House
may authorize. In illustration of this sub-
ject, I may refer the honourable gentle-
man to a very judiciously-worded para-
graph at the end of Mr. Stanley’s report.
Of course, in matters of policy we are not
%uided by the opinion of our chief engineer ;

ut the paragraph in question is wisely
expressed and to the point. Mr. Stanley
says—

“ Before closing this veport, it may not be out
of place for me to vefer, briefly, to the question
of labour supply in connection with the carry-
ing out of the different railway lines now pro-
posed. There can; I think, be little doubt that
to attempt to force their construction, and let a
large number of contracts at once, without some
scheme of increased immigration being under-
taken simultaneously for the introduction of the
requisite navvy labour, would inevitably result
in a serious disburbance of the labour market,
and consequent rise in wages, whilst the esti-
mates now prepared would, in all probability, be
largely exceeded. If, however, moderately-
sized contracts are judiciously let at intervals,
and ample time given for their execution, suffi-
cient labour would, T believe, be obtainable in
the colony to carry out the works without affect-
ing its ordinary industries.”

We loock forward to a very considerable
increase of our population by immigration,
and with that view we have a large amount
on the Supplementary Estimates, which we
propose to expend in that way. If these
railways are to be ecarried out we must
considerably augment the population. Our
%n'esent stream of immigration is not so
arge as Ishould like to see it; but it would
be unwise to press on immigration so long
as any doubt existed as to the formation of
these lines of railway. In thepresentstate
of the labour market I do not think we
could have absorbed any larger amount of
immigrants. We are satisfied that we can
obtain a moderate supply of good labour,
both from the United Kingdom and from
Germany; and only the other day I had
information from one of the Canadian Com-
missioners who lately visited this colony
that we can be supplied from America with
the very class of men who have made the
railways in the United States. We can re-
ceive, I believe, a very large supply of that
kind of labour which we most want from that
source. I do not think it is necessary for
me to say much more; but I hope I may
be permitted to state, in reference to these
additional branch lines of railway which
the honourable gentleman was good enough
to attribute to me as having especially
advocated, and the execution of which I
am supposed to wish to delay to a remote
period, that I can assure the honourable
gentleman that we hope, duringthe present
session, to raise a discussion with regard
to them on the vote for £220,000 which is
put down on the TLoan Estimate. We do
not expect to be in a position to lay such
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complete plans on the table of the House
this session as would enable us to ask the
House to authorize those lines. 'We intend
to confine ourselves earnestly and zealously
to the carrying out of those works which
are essential for the welfare of the inhabit-
ants of those districts through which the
lines will run, and without unnecessarily
interfering with the labour market. I pre-
sume we shall not be favoured now with
any very lengthened discussion on this
subject, as, according to the honourable
member for Port Curtis, the other side of
the House will offer no further opposition
to the formation of these lines, but will
throw the responsibility of that upon us.
T hope that this responsibility will be acted
upon in such a way as to give confidence
to the country that we shall carry out
those lines honestly and in the best pos-
sible way. I hope we shall restore the
somewhat diminished confidence of the
people of this country in their public men,
and make them feel that we really are
going to earry out a public works poliey
fitting of its kind, and worthy of the country
in which we live.

Mr. McInwrarra said the Premier had
displayed great ingenuity in twisting the
explanation given by the leader of the
Opposition in order to make it suit his own

urpose. It was no doubt the intention of

onourable members on this side of the
House not to offer any further opposition
to the railway policy of the Government,
but that was owing to very different read-
sons from those assumed by the Premier—
reasons which certainly did not justify
that honourable gentleman in drawing the
deduection that, had the same course been
ursued last year, the Government would
Eave been in a much more favourable posi-
tion with regard to these lines than they
were at the present time. It wasnot owing
to the action of the Opposition that the
railway policy was not carried out last year,
for the measure actually passed through the
Lower House; and it was entirely owing to
their manipulation of the Billin the Upper
Chamber that the Government railway
policy fell through. Indeed, they had good
reason for supposing that the Government
had something to do with the position taken
up by the Upper House, for they could
easily have carried the Bill through that
Chamber if they had so wished. But
instead of taking action in that respect
they allowed their policy to fall through
and withdrew the Bill. This Assembly
and this Opposition had nothing what-
ever to do with the fate of the measure of
last year. For his own part, he must say
that he had offered every possible opposi-
tion to the passing of the Bill, and would
do so again if necessary. The Opposition,
as a whole, had fought against the public
works policy of the Government to the
very end ; every argument they could
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bring to bear against it had been em- -

ployed ; but the Government had carried
their point, and the leader of the Oppo-
sition was perfectly justified in ceasing
opposition and throwing upon them the
responsibility of the measure. Buil that
honourable gentleman might have gone
still further—he might have said that the
Government were very seriously to blame
for having delayed giving them the neces-
sary information with regard to these rail-
ways until the very last moment. The
information laid before the House this
evening could not be properly digested by
the most experienced members in less than
two or three days. The Government had
been repeatedly pressed for it, and the
Premier ought to have given it on the
second reading of the Railway Reserves
Bill. On that occasion the Premier told
the House that if all the lines were con-
structed out of loan, without that fund
being supplemented by the sale of land, it
would lead the country into a debt of
£1,200,000. That was said two months
ago; and now they had information before
them showing that the amount would be
£1,606,510.

y The Prem1er: That includes the Roma
ine.

Mr. McInwratta: And the other in-
cluded the Roma line too.

The Prrurer: No.

Mr. McInwrarry said it was quite pos-
sible the Premier’s words would not bear
the construction he put upon them ; but he
certainly understood them to mean that all
the lines asked for would cost £1,200,000.
The House was now asked to sanction rail-
ways which would cost £1,606,000. e
brought this forward simply to show how
the information before the House varied
from time to time. The same was the case
with regard to the Western Railway ; they
were first told that it would cost £3,000
a-mile, and now it was stated that, without
rolling-stock and stations, the cost per mile
would be £4,700. It was perfectly impos-
sible for the House to discuss this question
with the material before it ; and the very
form in which the motion was put pre-
vented discussion on many very impor-
tant points. They were asked to approve
of plans and sections which not one mem-
ber out of ten had looked at. In addition
to that, it was well known that those plans
and scctions, even if sanctioned, would
probably be deviated from. It was quite
evident that the Government did not
mean to go on with any of the pro-
Eosed lines, except those from Mary-

orough to Gympie and from Warwick to
Stanthorpe. Such a power ought not to be
thrown into the hands of any Government
as to construct or not, as they chose, lines
sanctioned by the House, and those lines
only should be sanctioned which they really
intended to go on with. - In short, the whole
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of the railway policy had been devised
in order to keep a certain number of hon-
ourable members on one side of the House.
There was one remark which had been
repeated over and over again by the Premier
to which he would retfer. The Premier
asserted that the railway policy of the
Government was the same as last year.
Now he (Mr. McIlwraith) maintained that
the Railway Bill carried this year differed
materially from that of last year. The
admission of the Minister for Works,
that it was intended to ask the sanc-
tion of Parliament for mx lines and
proceed only with the construction of two,
was a most material change from the
Government railway policy of last year.
One night was set apart this session for
the express purpose of eliciting this very
information ; buf the Premier then said, in
effect, that it was a grave matter which the
Government were considering, and that,
until a decision had been arrived at, no
information eould be given to the Opgo-
sition. This afternoon the Minister for
‘Works told the House that it was intended
to proceed with only two lines. The Premier,
however, made a different statement, and
said it was intended to construet all ; buthe
would not specify one more than another.
There was another point on which he should
like to have had some information—it
might be given in the papers laid that after-
noon before the members ; but ke failed to
see why tlie Bundaberg and Mount Perry
railway should be a low-cost line, costing
£3,000 per mile, whilst the other lines
should cost £8,000 and under per mile.
Some information should have been given
as to what there was in the nature of the
country to make honourable members con-
sider that it was more adapted to a low-
cost railway than any other. The opinion
of the House had always been that the
Maryborough and Grympie line was the one
most adapted to the experiment. He could
only account for the present arrangements
on the supposition that, as on a previous
occasion, the Maryborough and Gympie
railway was lost because it was proposed
to be built for £2,000 per mile; so it was
intended that the Bundaberg and Mount
Perry line should be shunted in the same
way. He knew nothing in the features of
the country to justify the. Government in
thinking that it was a good locality for the
building of a low-cost railway. The latter
part of the proposed line ran through
country the most difficult that he had
yet seen for railway construction. As
regarded the paragraph in Mr. Stanley’s
report, which the Premier had already
quoted, he would remind honourable mem-
bers that what Mr. Stanley pointed out
the Opposition had been insisting on all
along, but it was only now that the
Government came round to the same way
of thinking. There was nothing better
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proved to his mind than that the Gov-
ernment were going to take over a fur-
ther part of the policy of the Opposition.
The Opposition had told the Government
repeatedly that they were proposing a rail-
way scheme so great that they would not
be able to handle it—that they were com-
mencing far too many independent lines—
that they had paid no attention to the fact
that the starting of so many lines would
have an injurious effect upon the labour
market—and that they had no information
as to where the traflic was to come from to
make the lines pay. Now, in justification
of his determination to throw four out of
the six lines overboard, the Premier shel-
tered himself under a paragraph in Mr.
Stanley’s report — he S%Leltered himself
under it to justify him in making his
favourite line from Maryborough to Gympie
alone. Ie agreed with the action of the
leader of the Opposition; he maintained
that the House ]E)ad not had sufficient time
given it to master the information which
had been laid before it ; and as it was the
determination of the Government to carry
the lines with or without information, he
should leave the responsibility to them.
Mr. MacDoxarp said he dissented from
the views expressed bythe honourable mem-
ber for Maranoa. The leader of the Oppo-
sition and the members of the Opposition
should consider it their duty, if they,seri-
ously believed that the carrying of these
railways would be ruinous to the colony,
to initiate discussion and invite the House
to divide and express an opinion upon- the
scheme. He was not present last year
when a similar motion was before the
House ; but he believed the members of
the Opposition protested very strongly
against the railways being taken iz globo.
If he were silent upon the guestion now,
the country might imagine that he was
prepared to adopt the policy of the Gov-
ernment in every particular. He differed
from them, however, in this respect—that
he deemed the method in which it was
proposed to get these lines passed highly
objectionable, inasmuch as it would be
establishing a dangerous precedent. In all
probability, at a future session the present
Government, or their successors, would
think it desirable to ask the sanction of
Parliament for another series of railways,
and some lines might be included in the
motion even more objectionable than any of
the present lot. If honourable members
then objected, they would probably be told
that the principle of passing lines in globo
had been affirmed at a previous session, and
that that principle should hold good for all
time. Ttwould be better, and only fair, to
allow honourable members to discuss the
different lines seriatim, for it did appear
as if the Government, conscious of their
strength, were determined to force them
through. He did not say that he objected
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to any particular one of the present lines,
or that good reasons might not be given in
favour of every line; but he objected to the
principle of considering them in globo. He
should be sorry to offer any factious oppo-
sition; but at the same time he could not
say that on the information now before the
House he was inclined to vote for every

line, and i a division were called for he

would vote against the motion now before
the House.

Mr. Buzacorr said that as one member
of the Opposition which was stigmatized
for obstructing one day and not opposing
on another, he desired to say a few words.
The honourable member who had just
spoken thought it was his duty to sit in the
House and give a steady support to the
Ministry, except when something came up
in which he felt an individual interest, and
then he got up and complained that the
Opposition did not help him. He quite con-
curred with the remarks which had already
fallen from other honourable members on
the Opposition side. They had opposed
this railway scheme from beginning to end.
He himself had occupied a great many
more hours in debating this question than
he desired, because he strongly felt that
this scheme, if not ruinous, would at any
rate interfere with the steady progress of
thecolony. He maintained that any attempt
to carry outa railway scheme of the dimen-
sions of the scheme now before the House
must inevitably lead to the entire suspen-
sion of railway construction. If the Gov-
ernmentwished to carry on railways steadily,
and the colony to progress safely, they would
have taken up one or two lines and carried
them on to sueh an extent that they would
have become fairly reproductive. Then the
House would have been free to go in for
other railways. When once a railway
became reproductive, its cost was as much
removed from the public debt of the colony
as if it had never been undertaken. When
it defrayed its own interest charges the
country would be just as free to undertake
other lines as if it were about to commence
railway construction for the first time.
He had thought a great deal over the
course which he, as an individual member,
ought to take in discussing this railway
scheme, and he was pleased to hear that the
leader of the Opposition and the honourable
member for Maranoa came to precisely the
same conclusion as he had come to before
entering the House. e did feel that, after
the way the Government had forced this
very scheme upon the House last session,
and afferhaving withdrawn it because it was
not accepted in its entirety by the other
House, his side of the House was not
called upon to offer any further opposition
this year. It was true that the Opposition
did oppose the Railway Reserves Bill this
session, but that was because it came
before them in an- altered form. They
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restored that Bill very nearly to the
form in which it passed eight months
ago; and now that the identical rail-
way scheme of last session was brought
before them, he repeated that his side of
the House had not sufficient cause to offer
any further opposition. He must say a
word or two on the discrepancy between
the statement of the Premier and the
Minister for Works on this subjeet. The
Minister for Works said, and repeated
several times, that the Government did not
intend to carry out these railways simul-
taneously. He said the Stanthorpe line
would be commenced first, and the Mary-
borough line would succeed it, and he
would give no idea as to when the other
lines would be undertaken. On that point
he did not give the House the slightest
information. The Premier got up Imme-
diately afterwards, and said that it was
intended to earry out all the lines. The
honourable gentleman would not be bound
at all by the course laid down by his hon-
ourable colleague; but he assured the
House that he hoped—he (Mr. Buzacott)
could not help observing the way in which
the word “hope’ was introduced—every
line of railway which the House chose to
sanction would be commenced as soon as
the circumstances of the colony would
permit. He (Mr. Buzacott) took it that all
that the Premier had said meant very much
the same as the Minister for Works, who
honestly told the House that it was not
intended to begin the six lines at once.
The starting of thesc two lines—the Stan-

i thorpe line first, and the Maryborough line

afterwards—would keep the Ministry in
office for two years. This was quite suffi-
cient for the Ministry, and the other lines
wowld be left to their successors. That,
he took it, was the course the Government
intended to pursue, and all the hedging of
the Premier would not lead him to any
other conclusion. The Premier had thrown
a respongibility upon the Opposition which
Le for one did not intend to accept. He
said that because the Opposition had
obstructed the scheme last session, he
feared the Government would scarcely find
themselves in so favourable a position to
undertake railway construction this session
—that the time had gone by when they could
raise money on advantageous terms for
railway construetion. Now the whole
principle of the Railway Bill was that the
lands should be sold to construct the lines.
What the condition of the London money
market—to which he presumed the Premier
referred—had to do with the Government
carrying out their railway scheme he did
not kmow. He did not intend to oceupy
the time of the House any further. He
protested, as strongly as any member could
protest, against this railway scheme ; and
he said, despite what honourable members
on the other side might say or believe,
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that the Opposition had carried resistance
as far as they were required, and that if
they joined the honourable member for
Blackall and other honourable members on
that side to obstruet the scheme they would
be set down and believed to be opponents
torailways altogether. There was no more
ardent advocate for railways than he was,
and he was, therefore, not going to give
the Government the opportunity of aliow-
ing it to appear that he was opposed to rail-
way construction.

Mr. Tuompson said, in reference to
the statements which had been made
by the Premier and the honourable mem-
ber for Port Curtis as to what was the
duty of the Opposition, he would read
a quotation from Todd which entirely
supported the position the Opposition were
taking up. It was the duty of the Opposi-
tion, as far as possible, to secure ample
discussion ; but when the time once came
that they should give in, it was their duty
not only to cease discussing, but to help
the Government. It was necessary on a
point like this that there should be a dis-
tinet understanding, and he would, there-
fore, read the passage from Todd, page
338, vol. 2:—

“ A leader of the Opposition should not lend
himself to any attempts to thwart unnecessarily
the progress of legislation in the hands of
Ministers ; but should rather endeavour to
secure, as far as he could, for both sides of the
House a fair and free discussion; and when
that discussion has been obtained, to facilitate
the progress of public business, even if he dis-
approved of the measures of the Govern-
ment.”

That was the exaet position which the
Opposition assumed. The stand they took
up was this: They would not afford help
to the Government to carry this railway
scheme ; they would simply cease to oppose.
He was free to admit that there might be
occasions when it would be the duty of
the Opposition—to use a common phrase—
“to die on the floor of the House” rather
than submit; but this was not suech an-
occasion. It was patent to the country
that railways must be undertaken. The
Opposition admitted this, but disapproved
of the mode in which it was proposed to
construct them. They hoped for the best,
and -their hope would probably be realized
in the conflicting statements which came
from the Treasury benches. They found
the Minister for Works making one state-
ment as to the number of lines which it
was intended to proceed with, and the
Premier making another which was directly
opposed to it. Last year the House was
distinetly told that the whole six lines
would be gone on with simultaneously.
That information was got from the Minister
for Works last year, in reply to a distinet
question. Now bhe said that only two
would be gone on with. He was of opinion
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that the time for discussion was past. He
thoroughly agreed with the stand the leader
of the Opposition was taking. He should
protest in every way against the railway
scheme of the Government ; he would not
assist them to carry it, but he would cease
obstrueting it.

Mr. PerrierEw said that, from no faulf
of his, he had been absent from the House
when this particular question came on for
discussion last year; but he would now
embrace the opportunity of expressing his
views upon it. He was certainly some-
what astonished at the manner in which the
scheme had been introduced upon the
present occasion. The railways had cer-
tainly been introdunced, as the Premier had
stated, in ““hope,” and the honourable
member for Bremer intended to have them
built in “hope”’ by-and-by ; but he (Mx.
Pettigrew) was very much afraid that the
people of Queensland would have to live in
“hope”’ a long time before they would be
relieved from the taxation with which they
would be burdened by this scheme. Before
the Government brought in a large, a
magnificent scheme like this—before 1t was
carried out, he should like the Govern-
ment and their supporters to show that more
produce would leave the colony. Had
there been a single statement made which
would warrant the House in believin
that a single extra bale of wool Woulﬁ
be produced if this scheme was adopted,
or that the trade of the colony would be
advanced in any way ? Honourable mem-
bers were asked to make railways, but were
not shown how the taxes were to be paid.
He maintained that this was a poor railway
policy. The first question which ought to
attract the attention of a ILiberal Govern-
ment, or any Government, before plunging
the colony into a huge debt, was to see the
ways and means by which that debt could be
repaid, or, at all events, the interest upon
it. Railways should be made on the basis of
facilitating production. How many more
bales of wool had been produced since
the railway to Dalby was made? He had
taken the trouble to look at the report on
the general working of the Railway Depart-
ment, and he found that in 1876 only
2,023 bales of wool came by railway over
1875; the whole quantity thathad come by
railway was only 30,102 bales, which, at 10s.
each, would be £15,000. He would defy
anyone to show that the extension from
Dalby to Roma would increase production;
and yet that was the line he would most
willingly support, as it was an extension of
their present scheme, and was going west-
ward. What, he would ask, would that
line get to make it pay? Where was the
population of the interior to which it was
going ¥ He found that, deducting Chinese
and Polynesians, it only amounted to 4,385
adults, and in this he included Balonne,
Gunnamulla, Charleville, and the Maranoa.
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They were going to run this line 166 miles
further into the interior—and what would
they get? Only an uncertain proportion
of wool. The Darling Downs had twice
as many sheep as the Western districts.
The same remarks applied to the other
lines. Maryborough and G-ympie had only
3,871 adult males, deducting minors, Poly-
nesians, and Chinese; and this line required
special terminal stations and staff. Bun-
daberg had a population of 2,887, and no
wool to ecarry. "As for copper ore, the
whole amount exported from the colony
was 1,510 tons; and as for antimony, of
which they heard so much, he only saw in
1875 an export of eighty-eight tons. The
Townsville district had a population of
3,810 adults, excluding Chinese and Poly-
nesians. Certainly they would have wool,
if the produce from the far interior came
to that port. He had with him a copy of
Fraser's Magazine for May, 1877, and he
would trouble the House with some extracts
from it which, if the name of Queensland
was substituted for that of the Cape colony,
would apply to their present position. It
said :—

“The vecent prosperity of European coun-
tries, and especially of England, had, however,
reacted favourably on the trade of the Cape,
and it had fortunately escaped, in some measure,
the ¢progress’ fever which has swept over
nearly every other colony. It was not till 1872
that self-government on its present basis wag
finally settled for the Cape and Natal. Since the
Government became possessed of taxing powers,
however, there had been a considerable advance
made in more respects than one, and the Cape,
like our other possessions, now borrows freely.
The position is still very favourable, compared
with most of those, and the aims she has are
thoroughly practical and good. The increase
of her revenue amply justifies, so far, the outlay
of the money. At the same time, it appears to
me that, without more population, it is danger-
ous even for the Cape to push the borrowing
system much further. There is a great deal of
what T call superstition about the value of rail-
ways and costly public works to a new country.
They are not alike valuable to different countries,
and before pushing them far castward or north-
ward in South Africa, it should be well con-
sidered whether good waggon roads would not
do instead. The experience of the United States
is, so far, decidedly against the profitableness of
expensively-made railways far inland in a
sparsely-peopled agricultural country, and few
of the States of the Union are more thinly
peopled than the inland districts at the Cape.
The raw produce of such territories cannot bear
remunerative freights. In short—and until
there is a varied and heavy trade both ways—
the less expensive roads, with their bulloek-
waggons, are undoubtedly the best. Roads the
Cape unquestionably needs, for it has no navi-
gable rivers; but railways, except in one or
two directions inland for short distances, would
only prove o wasteful folly.”

The population of the Cape was 1,339,000
people, including certainly Zulus and
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Caffres, but these were at work the same
as our Chinese.  Their European popula-
tion was mueh larger than that of Queens-
land.

“ At present the railway projects of the Cape
are, I think, very ambitious, though modest
compared with those of Canada.”

The article went on to show that the debt
of the Cape was not so high as that of
Queensland, although the population was
much larger. He did not know how many
sheep there were in Canada, but no doubt
there were a large number, still there were
8,000,000 more at the Cape, which was
1,000,000 more than this colony possessed.
The writer went on—

“8o far as has yet been discovered, there are
no rich stores of coal or iron to form the basis
of manufactures. But we invariably find that
when a new country has got railways it betrays
a craving for mills and looms and all the para-
phernalia of production. It finds, of course,
that these railways are expensive to maintain,

- and wants to create traffic for them.

This was exactly the position of Queens-
land. Hedid not agree with the Minister
for Works about the disturbance of the
labour market. How had it been disturbed
already? The farm labourers had all
become cattle-growers, and it was only on
creck banks and in the scrubs that any
agriculture was carried on. The popula-
tion all wanted to go on public works; and
this was nothing wonderful when it was
considered that on an average a farmer made
18s. a-week, and a labourer on the roads
39s. He would continue his extract—

“Not only has the lack of population to be
taken into account, but also the nature of the
produce, which, in the case of South Africa,
consists, and must consist, almost entirely of
articles of food and raw materials of manu-
factures. These, in the present developed state
of many parts of the world whence competition
comes, can afford little for land carriage. The
herds of cattle and sheep, for example, which
may be in the far interior of South Africa, ave
more cheaply driven towards the coast alive
than they could be carried by railway; and
their hides and fleeces do not need to be hurried
to the coast in forty-eight hours to catch the
mail-boat Home at a given date. Conceive, also,
that strange absurdity of running a train across
a plain through ostrich farms, where there
would be only bundles of feathers to transport,
sufficient in a year. perhaps, to furnish loads
for a dozen or so ordinary drays, and one can
then realize what railways in {he interior of
Africa may mean. Her products are all of the
crude kind, such as copper ore, feathers, hides,
ivory, wool, and hair, except a little prepared
fruit and wine ; and her imports need be in no
hurry to get inlard, consisting as they do, for the
most part, of articles of food and elothing, such
as wheat and rice—for the Cape does not grow
even enough corn for its own wants-—cotton
and woollen manufactures, and so on; all of
which the people do not require express trains
to take them down.”
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This was exactly our eondition. The line
between Dalby and Roma would exactly
answer to that deseription—

“Qur South African colonies have a magni-
ficent coast line, and the provinces already most
occupied lie nearest the coast; so that, at the
very most, all that can at present be wanted to
open up the country is short lines of railway
inland from the handiest port of shipment, I
dwell on this, because I think South Africa,
but recently emancipated from Imperial control,
has shown a rather dangerous tendency to go
ahead in that divection. Its debt was under
£1,500,000 in 1869, including that of Natal,
and the total is now nearly £6,000,000, includ-
ing the Capeloan yecently issued.”

‘Well, they could beat that in Qeensland.
They had not one iota of information to
warrant any sensible man in beginning to
build railways. They had next to nothing
to export at the present time. He would
ask honourable members also to look at
the state of the money market. The last
loan had been disposed of at £91, and he
supposed that, when all charges were paid,
the country would get about £88 for it. Yet
they proposed to go again and borrow money
to bring out people,—not to put on the land,
for they did not settle as agriculturists, bus
all wanted to become Government officers.
A bad erop made a farmer leave his farm and
take to work on the roads or bridges; dnd
they were only importing a floating popu-
lation and not permanent settlers. The
Government, before beginning their huge
railway scheme, should have some warrant
that it would be payable. They proposed
to put so many irons in the fire that some
of them would burn, and the colony had
been burned enough already. If all the
railways went on, it seemed to him that
the labour market would be more disturbed
than ever; Queensland would become one
huge Government workshop, and those
employed in it would always bring pres-
sure to bear that it might be continued.
‘Where were they to get the money ? They
would borrow it in England, and spend
a large pro%ortion there, and how were
they to pay the interest? If any member
of the Government could show him that
they would be able to send away three
ships more laden with produce in conse-
quence of the construction of the proposed
lines, he would vote for them with pleasure.
In the present state of the colt];per market
he would defy them to show how it could
be made to pay. The market was glutted,
the supply being greater than the demand.
As for Stanthorpe—what use would a rail-
way be to that place? Was it intended to
bring farmers from over the border to com-
pete with those on the Darling Downs, or did
the Grovernment expect the latter tosupply
them with their surplus produce? If no
mere agrieultural settlement went on than
had taken place this year, they weuld

| mot be able to supply the eolony even



760 Railway Plans.

with horse-feed. There was not a scin-
tilla of evidence to show that a railway
would pay. He thought the strength
of the Government would prove their
weakness, if it enabled them to ecarry
their railways. The Premier had spoken
of the digmty of representatives; but if
a Government wished to be respected
it should not involve the colony in debt
without showing how it was to be paid.
He defied the whole Government phalanx
to show how they would be able to pay
interest. The action taken by the Oppo-
sitton should be & warning to them. They
were men of intelligence, and he believed
mostly disconnected from pastoral pur-
suits, and they warned the Government
that they would have to take the responsi-
bility of their ownrailway schemes. Ever
since the Liberal party had come 1nto power
they had been making white elephants ;
there was one in South Brisbane, the dry
dock, which would cost a huge sum of
morey, and take years to pay working
expenses—never to mention interest. This
could not go on for ever. He would ask
honourable members to remember 1866 ;
in the early part of that year things
were going on then as smoothly as at pre-
sent. The Government were depending on
their land sales, and he would tell them
that there was no security so little to be
depended on as land in doubtful times.
The banking companies would not lock up
their capital in investments which could
not be readily realized. The state of
affairs in Burope did not warrant Govern-
ment in starting these large works. If their
debentures did not sell profitably, contrac-
tors would still have to e paid, and then
they would have 1866 over again. He had
seen a time when a freeliold in Queen street
could not be sold. It was true that there
was move capital in the colony now, but it
was not available for the purchase of land
in exciting times. It was all very well to
point to the last land sale, where two or
three capitalists came forward and bought
up the land ; but was anyone else applying
for it?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Mr. PerTiGREW said he was glad to hear
the land was going in that reserve; but
would it be the same in the others, and
was secttlement inereased? He knew
places in them where a capitalist would
not advance sixpence on the land. He
wished to warn Government as a friend.
There was no opposition to their scheme ;
it had been withdrawn. They were never
so glad in their lives as when their
railway scheme was kicked out by the
Upper House last year; but he would warn
them not to entertain a similar hope this
time, for the lines would not be all passed.
He saw members on his side of the House
who would never be on those benches
again, fortle country would never forgive
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the Liberal party for their railway scheme,
and they would go out of power and remain
out of it. He wished to relieve himself of
any responsibility in this matter. He
would support certain railways that would
pay, or at least would continue our pre-
sent system, to carry the line from Dalby
to Roma, and the railway might be left there
for some years. That would occupy enough
labour for the present. The same might
be said respecting the Northern line;
but with regard to the intermediate lines,
unless it eould be shown that they would
pay it would be very foolish for the
country to go on with them. The yield
of tin from Stanthorpe was decreasing
and would decrease. The statistics of
the Commissioner for Railways showed
that it had fallen off considerably; and
why should a line to that place be con-
structed in the face of this state of
affairs P The loss of the vote of the hon-
ourable member for Carnarvon would not
destroy the Government. Why should
they, therefore, make the line? There
was not a bit of good land in the neigh-
bourhood of Stanthorpe, except for grazing
purposes ; the tin-mines were slowly but
surely expiring ; and by the time the rail-
way was made “there would be no tin to
carry. There was no population for the
line to run to, and when it got past Stan-
thorpe and approached the border there
was no population there. That railway
was to be built simply because Mr. Hem-
mant went to Tenterfield, did some busi-
ness, and found the population in com-
fortable circumstances, and thought they
would make a desirable appendage to Queen
strect. There was only a small proportion
of tin at Stanthorpe, and that was going
rapidly; and if it were not for the tin
who would live there? What could
they do? 'What would grow in the place?
He would like to say a few words upon
the Railway Reserves Bill in connection
with the railway system. It was an
exploded idea that the Government had
endeavoured to impress upon the House
and upon the country, that the land sold
would make the railway. They would
find no such result. In other words, the
money would be got from English capital-
ists simply upon the consolidated revenue
of the colony. He would like further to
draw the attention of the Government
to a few things, though he had no hope
that they would be stopped in their mad
carveer. He should be Lappy to see them
calmnly study the matter, and select the
Dest lines of railway—those that would
most certainly pay. There were two Min-
isters, one on one side rvepresenting that
certain lines only were to be at once
commenced, and the other that all should
be constructed simultaneously. He hoped
that wise counsels would ~prevail, and
that Ministers would only accept those
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which it was possible or probable would
pay. As he had stated before, he did not
believe that the exports would, to any
extent, justify these railways. He would
leave the matter entirely as the Opposition
had left it, to the responsibility of the
Ministers. TLast year there might have
been some excuse for the Government, when
their leader was a young man starting in
political life; but after the years of calm
study, and the wisdom, prudence, and
judgment supposed to guide the present
Premier, there was no excuse. All these
things should not be forgotten; and he
hoped Ministers would reconsider the
matter, and find some better basis than
simply hope.

The CorLo¥isrL SECRETARY: Some hon-
ourable mewbers opposite have aceused me
of being last session opposed to the rail-
way policy of the Government. It will
be in the recollection of honourable mem-
bers that I was in the House two or
three days only before the close of the
session last year, and whatever the rail-
way policy of the Government was, I had
1o opportunity of expressing any opinion
upon it. The whole matter was decided
before I came into the House. I made
myself thoroughly aequainted with the
policy which the Government intended to
carry out before I became a member of the
present Government. ' I found the views
of the Government and my own coincided
so far that T had very little difficulfy to over-
come. The honourable gentleman, the mem-
ber for Maranoa, will do me the eredit to
admit that T have always been in favour of
the construction of railways fo open up the
country, and that the land should be made
responsible for it. T can remember, in con-
testing an election with the member for
Maranoa, that the difference between him
and myself was, that he was prepared for
borrowing the money, and I was in favour
of giving up a portion of land to pay for
the construction. That was the only dif-
ference between the honourable member
and myself. I believe that there is no
better way to dispose of your land than
by selling it for the construction of per-
manent public works. I found that the
Government were guite prepared to go on,
and to borrow a sufficient sum of money.
I differ from them in that, because I should
ask for a much larger sum, and sell land
only to pay the interest on that money,
reserving the lands for disposal as railway
construction proceeded. By that means
we should be likely to realize more money
for the land. T daresay if I had not had
a recent trip to America I should have
been opposed to this undertaking. I had
my eyes opened in that country. I found
that they had far better facilities of transit
than we have. There you have a country
intersected by railways even where river
navigation is good. I found that we were

[7 Aveusr.]

Railway Plans. 761

half, or at least a quarter of a century
behind the age. Even in such an insig-
nificant place as Salt Lake the Mormons
are, in public works, far ahead of us.
The country is intersected with railways,
besides tramways carrying passengers to
and fro; and, so far as public convepience
is concerned, they were far ahead of us.
I believe it is the right thing to open up
the country by railway communication. I
could not help thinking, as I went along
and saw a very inferior country as com-
pared with ours, that we had only one
drawback, and that was the vested interests
that pastoral lessees hold over the land. I
do not mean to say anything offensive, but
I do think that if it {ad not been for the
vested interests of the pastoral lessees
we should not be fighting this ques-
tion to day; these railways would have
been, if not completed, at least in progress
of construction. It is not reasonable that
these gentlemen, holding as they do large
tracts of country, should be expected to
give them up willingly ; but I am gratified
to find that they have at last come to see
that the time has arrived when they must
give way. I was very much amused by
the honourable member for Stanley, who
comes down here for an hour or two every
evening and tells us we are going to bring
wreek and ruin on the country and insol-
vency everywhere. 1 do not think anyone
would accuse me of being extravagant;
on the contrary, I generally have the cha-
racter of being very economical, and I
should be the last man in this House to
endeavour to introduce unnecessary rail-
ways. We have been accused of going in to
rush six lines of railway at one time. Ihope
I have some little common sense left. I have
not the slightest wish to rush on any rail-
ways to the detriment of private enter}l))rise.
I am perfectly aware of the responsibility
of the undertaking, and am quite prepared
to take my share of it. There can be no
two opinions that this is a great under-
taking, requiring great judgment and care
to carry oub the work to a successful termi-
nation, and to the benefit of the colony. I
believe, if the Government carries out these
works with a due regard to economy, that
without question a very great deal may be
done towards constructing railwaysata very
much lower eost than hitherto. I domnotpro-
fess to put my opinion against that of profes-
sional men in this matter; but I eould not
help noticing that throughout the United
States of America where I travelled by rail
—and here perhaps I am giving my opinion
against a very high authority, namely,
Mr. Higginbotham—there was only one
portion which I observed under ballast;
yet the lines were the most agreeable I
ever travelled on, and perfectly safe. We
might also economize a great deal by not
being quite so particular as to the kind
of timber used. I think, in carrying out
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this scheme of railways, it would be well
at all events to give our own timber that has
been condemned a trial. It could be no
great loss to have half-a-mile or a mile
laid down, and see if it would stand the
wear and tear. At present there is only
one kind of timber in the colony-—namely,
ironbark—that can be made use of for
tires and sleepers; but I am convineed
there are other kinds equally good. I
think an experiment might be tried upon
the Western extension. gProfessional men
sometimes run in a particular groove ;
but before this extension reaches Roma
you will go through a country where there
are large forests of cypress pine, and from
my experience of the manner in which that
timber stands in the ground T believe it will
be found equal to ironbark. Perhaps out
engineers will turn up their noses, and say
they will have nothing to do with it ; butif
I were Minister for Works I would insist
upon & trial. I would force it upon them,
as no great loss eould result from having a
mile or two of railway constructed with
that description of timber. In completing
the railway on the Roma extension a large
number of piles are required. 'These are
nearly all of ironbark, and iron-shod ; but T

“congider that in the loose soil they would
do as well without iron as with it; and in
many other ways a cousiderable saving
might be effected in the construetion of
our railways. I know my honourable
colleague has to encounter a difficulty
arising from the fact that professional men
like to go in a certain groove; but if I
were in his place, and they would not take
my opinion and give these things a trial, I
should be very much inclined to get rid of
them. I believe a great deal of the money
now spent upon railways is thrown away.
It always struck me as very extraordinary,
that when we take our railways through a
timber country, where there is plenty of
timber all along the lines, wire fences
are used; and where there is no timber
for twenty or thirty miles, there they use
timber for their fencing. Thisis a state of
things which a man of very ordinary sense
can see the absurdity of ; and I hope that,
in the event of the Government succeeding
in carrying thisresolution, the Minister for
‘Works will use (as I shall use) all the influ-
ence in his power to endeavour to econo-
mize, so that the work shall be carried out
as efficiently and as strictly as possible. In
America I also observed the manner in
which they construct their trucks for the
carriage of goods. ~We import our frame-
work from England. In America the trucks
are all made of timber; and it seems tome
amost extraordinary thing that here, where
we have an abundance of the best timber in

the world, ‘we go to England and import -
A good |

iron frames forour goods truclks.
deal might be saved here. T must say that,
before this question is decided, I myself

[ASSEMBLY.]

}

Railway Plans.

should prefer that a division should bhe
taken upon the question. I would not care
to undertake the responsibility unless we
have the confidence of the House; and I am
sure at all events that if we have not the
confidence of the House we have the confi-
dence of the country. It is utterly impossi-
ble that we can progress unless we can open
up the country by railways. Ifwe do this
we shall settle a large population, and I
believe these other lines will be found as
profitable as those constructed for the West.
‘Within the Wide Bay and Burnett reserve
there is a large quantity of land specially
adapted for settlement, and we might, I
firmly Dbelieve, get a large population there.
The same [ may say of Bundaberg, where
there might be as profitable a line as any
in Queensland. While T am on this ques-
tion, I may allude to the small quantity of
land sold in the Western Railway Reserve.
I believe my lLonourable colleague got the
full value for the land; but he put it up
at a price that defied all competition. I
am free to admit, as I said before, that he
got the full value; but I should like him
to do something more than get a high price
for land. What I want him to dois, to
induce people to come from other colonies
and hring capital and population; and I
should very much like to persuade the hon-
ourable gentleman on the next oceasion
when he puts land up not to fix so high a
price, but a price that will attract popu-
lation and ecapital. At present we have
neither population nor capital within our-
selves, and we must hold out induce-
ments to people from afar. I do not care
so much about high:priced land. I want
people; and people bring money. More-
over, I always look upon the land as a
commodity that cannot be removed. The
land is always with you. You cannottake
it away, as 16 is not & commodity that can
be removed. I hope that our railway
policy will do all that I have indicated;
that it will bring population and ecapital to
the country, and that still we shall have
our lands all the same. I frust the House
will agree to these resolutions, as by so
doing they will confer the greatest benefit
that has ever been conferred on the country
by & Queensland Legislature.

Mzr. J. Scorr said he had been very
much surprised at the course pursued by
the Government in setting up supporter
after supporter to speak against time.
There had not been a single word said on
the Government side of the House in
favour of the proposed railways; either
what would be their {iraffic, what they
would cost, or whether they were likely to
pay. Absolutely nothing had been shown
in reference fo the question. Honourable
member after honourable member had
talked against time; although, after what
they had heard from the honourable mem-
ber for Port Curtis, they knew there would
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be no opposition. The only cause he could
assign for such conduct was, that they
were afraid to gointo Committee of Supply.
They had spent the whole evening talking
about things which did not bear in the
slightest degree upon the question before
the House,—except perhaps a few words
from the Colonial Secretary, when he
talked of the desirability of exereising
more economy in the construction of rail-
ways.

Mr. Hary said he had not intended to
speak that evening, for when he heard the
honourable leader of the Opposition say
that they were not going to have a division
he was so disgusted that he did not intend
to say a word. He thought at the same
time that the leader of the Opposition was
playing a deep game, and wished to get the
Government into such a stale of difficulty
that they would have to go to him to get
them out of it. That was the case some
years ago, when the honourable member for
Port Curtis, after succeeding a Govern-
ment which had left only half-a-crown in
the Treasury, on his retirement from office
left a credit balance of £200,000. He for
one was determined to oppose the construe-
tion of any railways until it was distinetly
stated what they were to cost; and he
would go further and say, that until they
combined a system of irrigation with rail-
way construction all the talk about bring-
ing capital and population to the colony
was a perfect farce. It was a nice
thing to hear that the Western Railway
from Dulacca to Roma was to cost £4,636
a-mile, when it was known that in
the neighbouring colony they had made,
not a three feet six but a five feet three
inches gauge line for £3,500a-mile. He con-
tended it was a disgrace to the Government
to ask the House to assent to such things.
Hehad at the same time no fault to find with
the present engineer ; but if they could not
get one to construct railways cheaper than
the proposed lines were to cost they bad
better do without them. He held the same
opinion as the Colonial Secretary in one
respect—namely, that the country could
not be properly thrown open without rail-
ways, as to make macadamized roads was
throwing so much money into the mud.
But if the country was to be thrown open
by means of railways it was a duty of the
Grovernment to see that the engineers were
able to make them at the same cost as in
the neighbouring colony. He remembered
meeting the honourable the Colonial Secre-
tary in a railway carriage shortly after
the honourable gentleman’s return to the
colony, and he then said that after whathe
had seenin America he would never go
into the Parliament again; but by some
strong influence on the part of the honour.
able gentlemen ou the Treasury benches
the honourable gentleman joined the
Government, and now talked in a most
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grandiloquent way about squatters giving
way, . opening up the country by rail-
ways, and bringing capital and popula-
tion to it, and keeping them in the country.
It was impossible, however, to keep either
capital or population in the country unless
there was a supply of water, and also pro-
teetion from damage by floods; and he (M.
Haly) contended that they would never
inisure agricultural settlement unless they
carried on railway works and irrigation at
the same time. He had heard the honour-
able member for Bulimba fight for his own
opinion on the Board for Prevention of
Disease in Plants and Animals, and fre-
quently, in so doing, set himself in oppo-
sition to the opinions of scientific men; but
now, when the resolutions he tabled, which
were not now worth the paper on which they
were written, ought fo have been debated,
by some influence from the Treasury
benches he had not a word to say in
their favour. The honourable gentle-
man had told him that he had figures
showing that in America there were engines
that eould draw 800 tons on a level, and
100 tons on a gradient of one in fifty,
which would cost only £1,700 or £1,800
each, and would work on rails weighing
only thirty pounds to the yard. The hon-
ourable gentleman also mentioned other
things to show how cheap was the cost of
railways in that couniry compared with
what it was here. He considered that the
Government were accepting a very serious
and difficult responsibility, by asking the
House to assent to the resolutions before
it, and that before many years were over
they would have their cheque dishon-
oured the same as in the year 1866. TFrom
the way in which the Colonial Secre-
tary used to fight for economy when
a private member, he thought, when
he "heard that the honourable gentle-
man had joined the Government, that
the colony was saved. Instead of that,
lowever, 1t would be ruined if the Gov-
ernment went on as they were now doing.
He might mention what he regarded asa
rather suspicious cirecumstanee in connee-
tion with the ability of the Government to
carry out the railways,—for instance, that
he had been told by the honourable mem-
ber opposite that whenever the honourable
member for Port Curtis was the head of
the Government he should support him,
as he believed that that gentleman was the
only man to carry out railways ﬁroperly,
and that when he said a thing he would
adhere to it. Instead of that, the Colo-
nial Seeretary had been talking to them
about the benefit to be derived from
the proposed railways, not believing ene
word of what he said. He would repeat,
that no railways would pay or be of benefit
to the country unless carried out simul-
taneously with a comprehensive system of
irrigation, ,
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Mr. Macrossan said it would be a very
interesting calculation for any honourable
member wlho was arithmetically inclined,
to reckon the number of days, hours, and
even weeks, that had been spent during
this session and last in the discussion of
the railway policy of the Government.
And after all the discussions that had
taken place—and some of them had been
very bitter and acrimonious—what had
that policy resulted in? It had been
changed three or four different times. The
Ministry came into power with the state-
ment that they were not prepared to make
any railways; and immediately afterwards
they went in for what had been styled an
“extravagant railway policy.,” Railways
were then to be constructed solely from
the sale of public lands. This session
another change took place, when it was
announced that they should be constructed
from loans, and that the land should be
sold only to meet interest. That great
scheme had now dwindled down to the
miserable result of the Maryborough and
Gympie railway. The Minister for Works
stated distinetly that they were not pre-
pared to go on simultaneously with all
these railways, and that they would begin
with the lines from Warwick to Stanthorpe
and from Maryborough to Gympie

The MinisTER FOR WoRKs: 1 may state
that the reason for that was

Mr. Macrossan said he had nothing to
do with the honourable gentleman’s rea-
sons; he was simply dealing with his state-
ments. Ministers had distinetly told the
House that they would stand or fall by
their railway policy, and were prepared to
make the whole of the six railways at once;
but the Premier now sheltered himself
under the very argument that had been
used against the construction of these rail-
ways, foP not going on with more than two
of them,—he hid himself behind the labour
question, and told the House that there
wag plenty of labour to be obtained from
Germany at some future time. He (Mr.
Macrossan) protested against the importa-
tion of labourers from Germany, solong as
there were plenty of willing hands to be got
from the country which we all came from.
He had nothing to say against German
colonists as citlzens; but he objected to
them being brought here at the expense of
the State while they could obtain so many
thousands of labourers from Great Britain
and Ireland. The Stanthorpe line had
always been the favourite of the party at
present in power, and was advocated three
years ago. So that the only really new line
to be construeted was that between Mary-
borough and Gympie; and the rest of

that great rallway policy which had

agitated the country from north to south,
and raised the expectations of half the
electorates in the colony, dwindled down

to that insignificant scheme for which the :
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Premier had put himself up for sale. He
had succeeded. He had sold himself, the
House, and the country; because the
country had been led to believe that the
whole of the six railways would be con-
structed at the same time. When the hon-
ourable member accused the Opposition of
obstructing the railway policy, and said he
was glad that it would meet with no further
opposition, he was merely taking shelter
under another argument which was equally
as fallacious as the labour question. Last
year the Government had no intention of
borrowing money to make railways, and it
did not matter on that account whether
the railways were obstructed or not. Now,
when it was their intention to borrow
money, they found that they could not
borrow it on the same terms as then, and
it suited the purpose of the Premier to furn
round and accuse the Opposition of pre-
venting the Government from borrowing
money when it could be had cheap. He
was interested in ome railway out of the
six, and he protested against the action of
the Government. IHis constituents had
been led to believe that they would have a
railway ; but it now appeared that the Gov-
ernment had very little mntention of making
a line from Townsville to Charters Towers.
He believed the Colonial Secretary had
changed his mind upon the railway ques-
tion, and that he had brought about this
deplorable result of their having only
two railways instead of six. He believed
that honourable gentleman lhad had influ-
ence enough with the Government to induce
them to forego the railway scheme which
Le himself denounced last session when le
sat on this side of the House, and said he
would oppose it tooth and nail the following
session. Neither the Colonial Secretary,
howerver, nor any other member of the Gov-
ernment could any longer shelter them-
selves under the idea that they were going
to blind the country into the belief that they
were a railway-making Government. For
the purpose of making those two lines of
railway the House was called upon to pass
six or seven lines 7 globo, without having
the chance of considering them seriutim,
letting each stand on its own merits. They
were asked to establish a most danger-
ous and immoral precedent—namely, that
because onec man was interested in the
making of aparticular railway, and did not
believe in the making of another, he should
vote for the two lines for the sake of getting
one of them. Although he was very much
interested in one particular line of railway,
he would be a party to no such system, and
his constituents wonld bear him out in any
course of action he might take. He should
not vote for the railways in globo. If they
were to be taken seriatim, he might perhaps
vote against one out of the six; but he cer-
tainly should not vote for them all in globe,
eapecially after the declaration made by the
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Premier at the beginning of this year at
Bundaberg, that the line from Bundaberg
to Mount Perry was the weakest of the
bunch, and that if it was not put with the
others it would not be carried. How could
honourable members give their vote for
these six railways in globo in the face of
that declaration ? He had sufficient confi-
dence in the railway which was at some
future time to be made in his distriet to
believe that that railway would stand
the test of increased production and pay-
ment by traflic. It was well known by
all who understood anything about the
Western country that as soon as that rail-
way was made thousands of miles of coun-
try on the Diamantina and the Western
rivers, now being grazed over by cattle
would then be grazed by sheep, and that
thousands of bales of wool would come
down by that railway where not one was
now being produced. As to the informa-
tion furnished by the Government that
evening, he believed it was their desirve
that the Opposition should object to the
passing of these lines on account of the
msuflicient information, and then they
would have the opportunity of charging
them with factious obstruction. He was
glad to find that the Opposition had adopted
a wiser course, and thrown the whole res-
ponsibility and onus, not only of making
all these lines, but of not making them,
upon the Government. That was a res-
ponsibility which they saw now and would
fain decline to aceept, but it4ras one which
they would be compelled to accept. He
approved of the course taken by the Oppo-
sition, and he would now enter his protest
against these railways being voted for in
globo, simply on account of the immoral
precedent which it would establish in
this House. He would ask honourable
gentlemen to consider for a moment the
dangerous position they were placing
themselves and all future Parliaments in.
There might be other Ministries in exist-
ence in this colony at some future period
who might be more corrupt, and who
would cling to office as tenaciously as the
present one, and who might have even a
grander scheme than this to flaunt before
the public. If they chose to adopt a similar
course to this, they might appeal to their
supporters with the plea that a similar
course of action had been taken before by
the members of the Liberal party. Another
very important question avose with regard
to the branch lines, for which some £220,000
was put down on the Loan Estimates. He
would ask honourable members who had
an interest in the making of these lines, if
they believed that they would be able to
get them made until the whole of the other
six lines had been at least commenced ?
They should consider that, and should
compel the Government, if they had any
interest in seeing the country go ahead, to
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go on with the whole six lines, as they had
led the country to believe they would.
They had been told that the progress of
the country depended upon the making of
these lines. If that was the case last year
it was even more so this year, and would
be so to a still greater extent next year.
By what process of selection the Govern-
ment had chosen the Maryborough and
Gympie railway in preference to that from
Charters Towers to Townsville, or from
Bundaberg to Mount Perry, it was left to
honourable members to imagine. It could
not be supposed thatthatline would induce
a larger settlement of population than
either of the others, or that it would be
more payable. He maintained that it
would be less payable than that from
Charters Towers to Townsville. He did
not say this because he represented that
distriet, but because it had been shown
the other evening that alveady on the road
between these two towns trafic amounting
to 7,000 tons a-year passed one way. There
was no such traffic at present on the
road between Maryborough and Gympie ;
indeed he believed there was not half the
amount of traffic that there was at present
on the road between Charters Towers and
Townsville. With the railway that traffie
would be more than doubled, for it would
open up the whole of the great Western
country. No such result could be ex-
pected to acerue from the Maryborough
and Gympie line, for the only result
would be “that it must be continued to
Brisbane in order to make it a pay-
ing or productive line at all. He hoped
honourable members would consider the
position in which the Government were
placing themselves in selecting those two
lines, and going before the -country in
the invidious position of mnot having
realized the hopes of the people which they
themselves had raised. But for the Gov-
ernment the people would not have
expected so many lines to be made, and
having raised those hopes, it was their
duty to realize them to the fullest extent.
The only objection he had to the scheme
was, that the lines were to be voted for iz
globo.  "Were they to be taken seriatim,
the only line to which he should take
exception—and even that might be removed
if the Minister for Works adduced facts and
figures making out a better case—would
be that from Bundaberg to Mount Perry.

The ArToRNEY-GENERAL: An old pro-
verb tells us that there is nothing new
under the sun, and certainly there is
nothing new to be found in our debates
on the railway guestion. In 1863, when
the question of railway construetion was
first introduced into the colony, the same
lamentable consequences were predicted of
a young colony launching out into such a
system of extravagance.

Mr. ParuEr : It came quite true.
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The Arrorney-GENeraL: The honour-
able member for Port Curtis may think so,
but others hold the idea that it has turned
out very well indeed, and that the country
would not have been so far advanced now
had there not been bold statesmen at the
helm in those days. I have listened with
considerable curiosity to the objections
made to the scheme now before the House.
They certainly do not lack diversity. The
first was made by the honourable member
for Port Curtis, who objected generally
that short lines did not pay, and gave as
an instance the line from Rockhampton to
‘Westwood. That was simply a line going
to nothing more than a roadside public-
house. Tt was hardly to be wondered at
that the traffic on that line was very limited,
for by the time that drays reached West-
wood they had travelled over 100, and often
300 or 400 miles from the interior; and it
would be of very little consequence to
them to go on twenty-five miles further.
Indeed, it would be a saving of trouble,
for they would not have to unload at
Westwood, and again on arriving at Rock-
hampton, besides being compelled to put
up where there was no accommodation.
It is manifest that a line of this kind would
never pay. Now, the line from Mary-
borough to Gympie, for instance, does
not travel through a country without
settlement, and the line from Bundaberg
to Mount Perry is a line between two
termini not so far apart certainly as Bris-
bane and Roma, but it is certain that
traffic will be developed between those two
places and the surrounding country which,
it may be hoped, will not only pay interest
on the construction but also yield a profit.
Another objection is, that by making the
whole of these lines at once we shall ruin
the labour market; while other members
insist that we ought to do so and ruin
the labour market. One honourable
gentleman says that Government ouglit to
be forced to carry on this ruinous scheme;
another honourable member asserts that
the ruin consists in making six railways at
once ; and another says we are bound to
make six railways at once; while others
object that we are only going to make two.
‘Where do they get their information from ?
Certainly not from any member of the
Government. The line from Warwick to
Stanthorpe is said to have been introduced
to please one member of this House ; but
five years ago I myself introduced a motion
for the survey of a line from Warwick to
Stanthorpe, and I have never ceased from
that time to this to believe in thatline ; and
judging from the division last year, a large
majority of honourable members ave of the
same opinion. Then there is the line from
the Comet to Emerald Downs. Isthata
new line? It is simply an extension in the
game -way as the line from- Dulacea to
Roma. - Has it ever been suggested that
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the Government are going to stop all work
beyond the Comet? Is there not a regular
staff of officers and engineers who will
finish their work on the Comet about the
end of the present year? It has always
been understood to be a part of the railway
policy of the Government to ask the sanc-
tion of Parliament for further extension of
that line, so as to keep the staff employed.
Supposing the contract for the construetion
of the line from Dulacca to Roma were
tendered for at once, it would greatly
enhance the cost, for the contractor would
have to carry his sleepers and other
material to that spot before the intervening
portion of the line was completed. Gov-
ernments must act in these matters in the
same way as private individuals., The
tenders for the Maryborough and Gympie
line are ready to be called for almost
ab once ; but the others are not ready—
and indeed it would be folly to adver-
tise all the tenders in the same number
of the Gazette. If there were several
public buildings, for instance, to be erected
at Maryborough or Rockhampton, and
Government were to call for the tenders
all at once, the result would be to greatly
increase the expense; and no Govern-
ment would be justified in doing that.
Because itis intended to commence at once
with the construction of one or two lines,
it does not follow that any one of the six
will be put off longer thanis absolutely
necessary. As soon as the other lines can
be made with due regard to the general
interests of the colony they will be made.
It would be unwise to call for tenders
when the labour market was abnormally
scanty, and any Government that attempted
to do so would deservedly meet with the
fate which attended the Government whieh
constructed the line from Brisbane to Ips-
wich on the principles on which that line was
made. Not a single reasonable objection has
been made to a single one of the proposed
lines. When we hear the railway scheme of
the Government denounced as extravagant
and ruinous, one would expeet reasons in
support of such assertions; but none have
beengiven. Theobjections have been limited
to the lines from Warwick to Stanthorpe,
and Maryborough to Gympie. If these
lines were advocated simply to carry goods
from the nearest port, they would most
likely not be made; but those who believe
in railway construction advocate it on dif-
ferent principles. They believe that rail-
ways open up the country, make the land
more valuable, and increase settlement
and traffic.  There is a large amount
of traffic and much valuable land betweewn
Maryborough and Gympie, and we know
that there is an enormous demand for land
in the district which will be approached
by this railway. We know that there is
land in the distriet which will not be set~
tled upon until a railway supplies cheaper
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and speedier communication with the sea-
coast; and for these reasons the Gov-
ernment consider themselves justified in
making this line. The same principles
apply to the Charters Towers line. That
line will assist in the development of
the Diamantina country, and also, I trust,
in the development of the great mineral
wealth of Charters Towers. It has been
urged that we do not propose to immediately
go on with the whole of the lines. Evenif
we did not propose to make some of them for
a year or two, L say that is no good reason
why we should not include them in the
present scheme. 'We cannot go to the loan
market every year to borrow money. We,
therefore, propose to borrow such sums as
may be required for the next year or two for
railway construction. If we only proposed
to borrow money for those lines for which
tenders can be called at once, we should
be doing very wrong; numerous small
loans would not benefit, but would injure
the credit of the colony ; and we are, there-
fore, bound to include in this scheme the
amount which we consider necessary for
railway construction for a few years to
come. I think T have now answered all the
arguments that have been made use of. As
a matter of fact, the objections have not
been to the railways but to the Govern-
ment. I will give the honourable member
for Stanley and the honourable member
for Burnett the credit to say that they did
object to the railways; but these were the
only two members. I am certain that
a large majority of the members of the
House believe in these railways. If they
don’t, why is it not moved that the lines ob-
jected to be omitted # I repeat, honourable
members on the other side have no objee-
tion to the lines, but to the Government;
they would have no objection to make the
lines themselves. The last matter that I
have to answer is the phantom conjured
up, not so much this session as ldst ses-
sion. It has been alleged that the Minis-
try have changed their policy, and in sup-
bort of the allegation speeches are brought
orward which it has been explained
over ahd over again were not delivered
in the sense which is attempted to be
put on them. Then it is said that
the Government are not in earnest, and do
not intend to make railways ; thathas been
refuted over and over again. Next it is
asserted that since last year we have
changed our policy—that last year we
proposed to build railways wholly from
the proceeds derived from the sale of lands.
If honourable members will refer to the
Bstimates of last year, they will find that
we proposed to borrow within £100,000 of
the amount we have now on the Estimates
for railways. I don’t know that there
are any other objections to answer. I
have endeavoured to answer the argu-
ments such as they have been. This
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House, I maintain, has already, by
a large majority—Dby the passing of the
Railway Reserves Bill—affirmed the desir-
abilty of making these lines. A large
majority is in favour of making them one
and all; and after all the amount we pro-
pose to borrow on the security of the credit
of the colony does not amount to more than
£1,300,000. In 1863, when the population
of Queensland was not more than a fourth
of what it now is, it was not considered a
rash scheme to go in for one railway which
was more expensive than the whole of those
now proposed. Iam satisfied thatthe lines
can be made for the estimated amount,
and that before tem years elapse each
line will produce an income over and
above working expenses and interest on the
costof eonstruction, and settlement on the
lands of the colony will be enormously
enhanced.

Mr. WarsE said it was impossible for
honourable members on the Opposition
benches to divine what question was really
before the House. They found that mem-
bers got up either to attack the policy of
the Government, or, like the last speaker,
to attack statements and objections which
had never been made. So far as he knew
there had been no opposition from his
side of the House to the railway policy of
the Government. There was a general
concurrence of opinion not to obstruct the
Government. He was unable to make the
speeches of the Colonial Secretary and the
Attorney-General agree on this question ;
and as regarded the Attorney-General’s
speech, he could not, for the life of him,
understand with whom he was quarrelling,
except it was the Minister for Works or
some other of his colleagues. It had been
said that this was a small matter, involving
an expenditure of £1,300,000. He main-
tained that it would involve an expenditure
of £3,000,000 or £4,000,000. Some memni-
bers might disagree with this; but his
experience in railway-making, and it had
been considerable, went to show that this
expenditure would be necessary. The
railway that he had made when 1n office
was honestly made; and, as far as he
knew, not one shilling was wasted upon it.
If there were mista]ies made, they were
after he left office ; at any rate they were
not his. But he did not believe such grave
mistakes were made as was continually
asserted by pettyretailers of railway gossip.
He made no accusations, however, against
his successor as regards that railway. With
regard to the question before the House,
he maintained that the whole of the even-
ing had been occupied to raise an outery
against the railway policy of the Opposi-
tion. The Government were afraid of that
policy. 'When the House passed their
railway scheme last year, and gave tliem
authority to construct five or six lines, tliey
managed, overtly he maintained, to get the
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motion thrown out of the other House. If
they did not overtly bring about the rejec-
tion of that motion they at any rate with-
drew the whole of the lines because one was
rejected. If they had been in earnest, they
would have gone on with one or two lines
which honourable members believed would
be useful, and which would have been well
advanced by this time. But they were
afraid to lose supporters, and they overtly
sanctioned the rejection of the scheme. If
the proposed lines were really necessary,
and the Government was intent upon mak-
ing them, why did they not make it one
of the chief measures of the session? Why
did they not propose this motion two
months ago? But the whole of their con-
duct was of a piece. They were not in
earnest in this matter, and he did not hesi-
tate to say that they had not the brains to
carry out such a policy. Judging by the
speeches of the honourable the Minister
for Works and the Premier, the Govern-
ment dared not go on with more than two
lines. After all their boasting that they
were in earnest in constructing from six
to thirteen lines of railway, they now
admitted that they would not go on with
more than two, and gave as a reason that it
was because the labour market and the
money arrangements of the colony would
be disturbed. It suited them to carry on
in this way. They kept the other lines in
abeyance, so that they might be able to
renew their policy of coercing and buying
constituencies. The telegraph, the Press,
and Parliament had been employed to
hound down the Opposition—to make the
country believe that the Opposition were
opposing their railway scheme. But what
did they find? That after the Govern-
ment had denounced the Opposition in this
way they came to the House and laid down
the plans of six lines, but said it was not
expedient to begin more than two. Did
not the Opposition last year warn honour-
able’ members, who were supporting the
Government because of their railway poliey,
that they were being humbugged and made
fools of? And the experience of last
session proved that the warning was
correct. The policy of the Opposition had
ever been to make railways. The present
railway policy of the Government was
forced upon them ; and even now, when the
Opposition were inclined toassistthem, they
found the Government hanging back again.
‘Why, he would ask, was the Highfields
line left out of this batch—this ring, if he
might so term it—of lines? Was itasa
punishment, or to coerce the honourable
member for Toowoomba, or the honourable
member for Aubigny? The Government
had promised thirteen lines ; but had quali-
fied the promise by saying that they would
only undertake to construct the lines when it
was expedient in the interests of the colon,

to do so. 'Why did they not promise arail-
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way to every distriet in the colony ? Did
the honourable members for Mulgrave and
Gympie expect to get their railwaysP or
the other honourable members who had
been miserably humbugged with promises
throughout this session? He warned hon-
ourable members thatif ever an act of folly
was committed it was the initiation of these
six lines of railway. No eolony in Aus-
tralia, much less Queensland, could bear
the strain upon its resources which would
be caused by such an undertaking. He
maintained that the House was being
asked to sanction a great crime—a crime
which would plunge the colony into irre-
trievable debt. No sane man, with the
resources at his command which this eolony
had, would think of rushing into the con-
struetion of six or seven railways at once.
But unfortunately our politics necessitated
this great crime. This railway scheme was
an absolute crime, and was brought for-
ward solely to keep a certain party on the
other side of the House. It seemed tohim
absurd to attempt to combat the arguments
which had been advanced in favour of the
proposition that these lines would pay.
The last accounts from the United States
showed that the railways there were not
paying 1 per cent.—that they were a fail-
ure. And the United States were con-
stantly held up as a pattern in the matter
i As regarded the
Stanthorpe line, he held a letter written by
a gentleman who would benefit by the con-
struction of that line more than any other
resident of Stanthorpe. It would be an
absolute fortune to him, yet he was opposed
toit. He would read the letter :—

“T observe in the debate on the Railway
Reserves Bill Mr. Douglas is reported to have
said, ¢ With regard to the proposed lines of rail-
way, the ultimate intention was of course to
take the Southern line to the border ; but he
did not think that the House would, during the
present session, be asked to authorize its exten-
sion further than Stanthorpe.’” Now thisis a
most insidious way of placing the matter. It
is well known that for a long time past the
Stanthorpe politicians (?) have decided to ignore
the ‘border’ part of the programme and have
simply a line to Stanthorpe, which, being the
terminus, would in that event benefit greatly
by the formation of the line. It is of
course open to these people to do the
best they can for themselves, but that I
consider is not public policy. The line was
asked for distinctly last session as a railway
to the border of New South Wales, on the
special grounds of thus becoming a national
undertaking. By teking it to Stanthorpe only,
in the first instance, it loses its mational
character. Both the border lands and the
border trade and traffic will be much more
valuable than anything Stanthorpe can furnish.
The town is on its last legs; the old places
that furnished its tin supplies almost if not
quite exhausted ; no available agricultural land
to any extent in its immediate vicinity, If
the Railway Bill does not pass this session I
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helieve the place will be next to abandoned.
The tin lands of the future and the best agri-
cultural and pastoral lands are between Stan-
thorpe and the border. Other townships will
eventually arise on this route as business and
population determine. Looked atfrom a public
point of view, I do not see why Stanthorpe or
any other place is to be bolstered up to the
prejudice of a national project of public policy.
If it is to be decided there is to be a railway to
the border, why not legitimately commence the
work conjointly at Warwick and at the border ?
The section from the border to Stanthorpe
being the shortest, cheapest, and easiest to
make, will be finished first, and the traffic over
the border will be at once secured, and Stan-
thorpe greatly benefited by the great additional
carrying trade to Warwicle thereby created,
pending the completion of the line. If there is
to be a line to Stanthorpe only it will be a
failure.”

HoxouraBre MEeuBERs: Name ; name.

Mr. WarsH said he did not think that
it was necessary to give the name, but it
was only one of many opinions that he had
:heard expressed with regard to this line.
Then, with reference to the Maryborough
and Grympie line, when it was brought before
\the House last year he pronounced it to
be a gross imposition. There could not
possibly be any trade established by it; and
when the Attorney-General talked of it
developing trade and mineral resources he
ishowed that he knew nothing of the subjeet.
‘He (Mr. Walsh) said that that line led
inowhere; it might benefit a few mineral
speculators, but 16 would be of no henefit to
the colony. The late Colonial Treasurer had
shown that the passenger traffic was only
something like one and a-half per diem.
‘What was to be carried by such a line?
Gold? All the gold produeed in a year
would not make a load for a railway truck.
They had been told of the agricultural
resources of the district; but he did not
know of a place in the world where agricul-
ture or pastoral occupation would make a
line pay. Only two things would do that
—a, large population, or minerals. If the
House was determined to sanction the rail-
way policy of the Government, he would
ask of it to compel them to act up to their
promises and commence all the railways
simultaneously. He did not want to see
honourable members made fools of, and he
thought that was what would happen to
everyone who had been compelled by his
constituents to support the Government on
account of their railway policy. He called
on those honourable members to see that
Government did not begin to construct one
of those lines before the other. He would
make no further opposition to those lines;
he was sure, however, that the country was
about to enter on a most perilous course, and
it would entail on Government and their sup-
porters a severe punishment in the future.

Mr. Grmues said that he thought the
House had committed itself to the railway
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policy of the Government by passing the
Railway Reserves Bill. As a supporter,
in a general way, of the Liberal party, and
as one who desired to see Constitutional
Government properly carried out, he con-
sidered that, except in extreme cases, a
minority ought to yield to a majority,
and, therefore, thought that further oppo-
sition on his part to that policy would
not be necessary. He had no idea, when
placing the contingent resolutions stand-
ing in his name on the notice paper, that
they would in any way hamper the Gov-
ernment. It had seemed to him that
when the House was resolved to con-
struet these new railway lines, that it was
the duty of independent members to endea-
vour that they should get the longest pos-
sible lines for the money to be spent on
them. ¥e had wished, therefore, to direct
the discussion in that direetion; but he
found that such a result wonld beimpossible
under his resolutions, and he had not, there-
fore, moved them at the proper time. No
doubt Lis conduect had given dissatisfaction
to some honourable members, but he could
not help that. He was there to do his
duty to his constituents and the colony at
large, and he claimed that he had always
to the best of his ability done so. It had
been represented to him that the discussion
which he wished to raise would best take
place when the amounts set down on the
Estimates for the variouslines came under
discussion. The honourable member for
Leichhardt had given some information to
the House which he (Mr. Grimes) had
furnished him; but he had in a most
remarkable way mixed up some which he
must have obtained elsewhere with it.
He denied having furnished all the infor-
mation which that honourable member
had given to the House. Under the
system of railway construction in the
United States they had rolling-stock which
would take a gradient of 1 in 17. He
thought if they could alter their present
system, so that gradients of 1 in 50 could
be reduced to 1 in 30, a very considerable
saving could be effected in the cost of con-
struetion ; and if they could get 120 miles
of railway for what would now be the cost
of sixty, the lines would be more likely to
pay. Short lengths of railway would not
pay, unless when uniting two towns of con-
siderable population. He did not intend
to offer any opposition to the resolutions
that night; buf he hoped that when the
amounts set down for the cost of construet-
ing the various lines came on for discussion
his suggestions would receive the serious
consideration of the House. He had often
expressed an opinion opposed to the resolu-
tions; but he did not consider himself
justified in opposing that which had been
decided by a majority of the House.

Mr, W. Scorr sald that he thought the
Bundaberg line had been severely treated
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by some honourable members who had
spoken aboutit ; butif they had seen the dis-
trict in question they would have changed
their minds on the subject. He could not
understand, however, why the Government
had altered their proposal to a railway “in
the direction” of Mount Perry. Last year
they had been told that it was only carried
a certain distance because there had been
no time to complete the survey beyond
New Moonta. This excuse would no longer
hold good, and he supposed the delay was
made because he was not a Government
supporter. He thought the proposed Bun-
da}éerg line would be the most payable one
in the colony. He was astonished at the
way the honourable member for Warrego
had spoken about it, when he remem-
bered that, but for his opposition, Mzr.
Vickery would have made the line years
ago for grants of alternate blocks of land.
In consequence of that proposition nob
having been accepted the country had lost
a great deal; and he could state, without
fear of contradiction, thal the popula-
tion of the Mulgrave district would by
this time have amounted to 30,000 instead
of 5,000. He could not understand why
the Government had changed their inten-
tion of making the railway to Mount
Perry, as it was evident that the line could
be carried cheaply beyond the point at
which it was now proposed to end it.
There was plenty of mineral land beyond
Mount Perry, and good grazing country.
No doubt the honourable member for the
Burnett would only be too glad to support
the line if he saw it would assist him in
reaching a market. He did not under-
stand why the Maryborough and Gympie
line should be the first started, unless
it was with the intention of ultimately

_ earrying it on to DBrisbane, and thus
i eausing Maryborough to lose all the

{ Gympie traffic.

P

He had heard the hon-
ourable member for Gympie say that it
would be so continued, and that Gympie
would only be a station on the line from
Maryborough to Brisbane.

Mr. Warsy said he wished to call the
attention of the House to an evident error
in the book of reference of the Mary-
borough line. It referred to a branch line
to the wharf in that place, which was not
mentioned in the resolution before the
House.

The Mix1sTER For WORKS said it was a
mistake. The line would start from the
Ninety-acre Reserve.

The PreMIER said that the reference was
only to a suggested line, which had not
been included in the estimate.

Mr. Warse said that the Government
asked for Parliamentary sanction to the
book of reference which contained it. The
mistake should be rectified.

The Premikr said he thought the hon-
ourable member should be satisfied with
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his explanation, that the branch in question
was not included in what they asked the
House to sanction. The Government did
not appear there as professional exponents
of every point in the book of reference.

My, Ivory said that it seemed very sus-
picious that the Premier should refuse to
amend the error now that his attention had
been drawntoit. Thereferencetoa branch
line, if not mentioned in the notice paper,
had no business to appear where it did.
If they allowed it to pass they would be
told on a future occasion that Hansard
was incorrect, and that they would have
to be guided by the Proceedings of the
House.

Mr. MorEEEAD said the question was if
this was a mistake ornot. If itwas, surely
the Premier might correct it at once.

Mr. Paruer said he thought it was a
question for the Speaker to decide, as it
was a point of order. The resolution was
to the effect that the House approved of
certain lines, and there was no mention in
it of the wharf branch spoken of in the
book of reference.

The Srearzr said thatit wasno business
of his to examine into the manner in which
the Minister for Works framed the plans
he laid upon the table of the House; but
if the book of reference alluded to a branch
not mentioned in the resolution, it was
incorrect.

The PreMIER said that the Speaker was
po doubt right; but the line in question
was only indicated by dots in the plan.
He admitted that it should be struck out
of the book of reference, and he thought if
the Minister for Works scored it out, and
put his initials to the correction, it would
meet the case.

Mr. WarsH said he had thought ithis duty
to call attention to the fact. He did not
intend to harass the Government; but if
the House sanctioned the book of reference
unaltered it would sanction the branch.
He thought the suggestion of the Premier
satisfactory.

The M1xIsTER ForR W oRKS said he would
have no objection, with the permission of
the House, to make the required amend-
ment.

Mr. McIrwrarrm said he saw no way
of doing it except by a resolution of the
House.

The SpearEr said that it had been stated
that the reference was made in error, and
he, therefore, asked if it was the pleasure
of the House that it should be amended.

Mr. MoremEgsD said that it would be as
well to see that no similar mistake had
been made with regard to the other lines.
He thought they had better be withdrawn,
so that honourable members might carefully
analyze and check the plans. It wasno
child’s play they were engaged in, when
undertaking the expenditure of very large
sums of money.
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Mr. WarsH asked how the matter had
been finally arranged? He did not quite
understand.

The SepraxEr said that he would order
the book of reference to be amended as by
direction of the House.

The resolutions were then put
passed.

The MiNISTER FOR VWORKS moved—

1. That this House approves of the plan,
section, and book of reference of the branch
railway line from Highfields railway station to
Highfields summit, laid uwpon the table of this
House.

2. That the said plan, section, and book of
reference be forwarded to the ILegislative
Council for their approval, by message in the
usual form.

He stated that the money for this line
was passed last session, and it was neces-
sary to get Parliamentary sanction to
the plans on the present ocecasion. The
line would start from a few chains above
Highfields station, and for the first eight
chains would run on a gradient of 1 in
30. For the mnext forty-eight chains the
gradient would be 1 in 5} to 1 in 6%
On the top of the range there would
be twelve chains of level country avail-
able for sidings and station buildings.
This line could be worked either by
a stationary engine on the summit, with
wire rope, or by a locomotive engine
with cog driving-wheel. For many reasons
it was thought better to use the loco-
motive, because when it was not work-
ing on the incline it could be used for
shunting purposes. Water could be readily
procured at the bottom, though none was
obtainable at the top, except at great
expense. There were three places.-in the
world where more severe gradients were
encountered in railways—Mount Washing-
ton, in the United States; the Rigi, in
Switzerland ; and the Kahlenberg, near
Vienna. The engine they contemplated
having would be able to take up thirty
tons in addition to its own weight.

Mr. Paruer said he was not going to
object to this line of railway, but he rose
to allude to the want of candour show by
the Government with respect to the alleged
mistake in the reference book, in which
the Maryborough railway was described as
extended to the wharf. He had ascer-
tained since the subject had been dis-
cussed that there was no mistake at all in
tho matter, as the Government originally
intended to run a tramway through their
grounds for the purpose of bringing up
railway material. It was very unfair of
the Government not to explain this at the
time, and prevent the false impression that
had arisen. Tt only wanted proper explana-
tion why this branch line appeared 1in the
reference book and not on the plan; and
why on earth was it not stated? ~He could
absolve the Premier, who probably knew

and
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nothing about it; but the Minister for
‘Works ought to have known all about it.
As it was, an injury had been done to the
country.

The MixisTER For WoRrks explained
that he had not asked for the approval of
this branch line as shown in the dotted
line on the plans. He had never asked for
an extension to the wharves, and did not
want it.

Mr. Warsa suggested that the great
expense of ascending this height might be
saved by making a direct line from High-
fields to Toowoomba. Such a course might
be of great advantage to the neighbour-
hood, and better than this new system of
climbing up ranges. He threw out this as
a suggestion to the Ministry.

Question put and passed.

SUPPLY—RESUMPTION OF COM-
MITTEE.

On the motion of the CoroxiaL TrEa-
SURER, the House went into Committee of
Supply.

The Coroniar SECRETARY moved a vote
of £550 on account of Central Board of
Health.

Mr. Warsm asked who were the non-
official members to whom fees were paid P

The CorLoxiar SECRETARY was under-
stood to give the names of the gentlemen,
and amongst them those of Captain Simp-
son, Dr. Hobbs, Dr. O’'Doherty, Dr. Bell,
Mr. Petrie, and Mr. T. Finney.

Mr. MoregEsp asked what members
received pay? .

The Coroxisr SecrETARY replied that
the secretary received £100 a-year, and
f/—LSO was paid as fees to non-official mem-

ers.

Mr. Morerssp said he should like to
know how these fees were divided. Among
the names mentioned by the Colonial Secre-
tary were some members of the other branch
of the Legislature. The committee should
have full information upon this point,
otherwise they might have to vote honora-
riums to members of the other branch of
the Legislature. He belicved that one of
the members-of the other branch of the
Legislature also held a position in the
Marine Board, and received payment for
Lis services. Was it right that paid
officers of the Crown should be members of
that board? It was perfectly absurd on
the face of it, that the superior branch of
the Legislature should be called to revise
a legislative vote passed by the Assembly
providing for the emoluments of some of
their own members.

The CoroNIAL SECRETARY said that he
had opposed the constitution of the Board
of Health very strongly when it was first
proposed by the honourable member for
Port Curtis and consented to by the House;
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and the honourable gentleman assured him
it would be no charge upon the country.

Mr. Partuer denied that he had given
any assurance to the honourable gentleman
respecting this matter. The Bill was intro-
duced by Dr. O'Doherty, and carried
through the House by him. He (Mz.
Palmer) believed it was a very good Bill. If
the Central Board of Health had been better
supported by Ministers who had eome into
power sinee, they would have done a vast
deal more good; but they had not been half
supported. He should like to know how
often the Colonial Secretary had sat upon
the board, of which he was ex officio
chairman. He evidently did not know the
names of the members. )

Mr. Moreaesp thought honourable
members on both sides of the House
should give some expression of opinion
on this question, because it was some-
thing like giving a power of bribery to a
Ministry to fee members of the other
branch of the Legislature. The propriety
of members of that Chamber taking offices
of emolument under the Crown was matter
of grave consideration. He was very
doubtful, if the question were taken into
the courts of law, whether their seats
would not be declared vacant. It wasa
very great mistake, almost a crime, that
gentlemen in the other branch of the
Legislature should be appointed to places
of emolument under the Crown.

Mr. Fraser thought that the opinion had
frequently been expressed in that House,
that it was very unbecoming that honoura-
ble members of either House should
receive such emoluments. This wasa ques-
tion that ought not to be shirked. Hehad
seen nothing to change the opinion he had
always held, and thought that the soomer
the House gave a strong expression of
opinion on the matter the better.

Mr. Groom said the question mooted by
the honourable member for Mitchell was
one of considerable importance. It had
formed the subject of a debate in the Par-
liament of New South Wales, and the
Attorney-General of the late Government
of that colony, Mr. Dalley, had given it as
his opinion that members of the bar holding
seats in the Assembly, and who received
briefs to prosecute for the Crown on circuit,
did not thereby hold an office of profit
under the Crown within the meaning of
the Constitution Aet, and did not forfeit
their seats in the Legislature. The Assem.
bly, however, passed a resolution to the
effect that members of either House of Par-
liament acting on commissions appointed
by the Government should not receive
fees in payment for their services; and
if the honourable member for Mitchell
would introduce a similar resolution he
was prepared to support it. e had long
held the opinion that it was an anomaly
for members of the Upper House to be
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paid servants of the Crown, and to be sit-
ting in judgment on the actions of the
Exceutive. This was made clear the other
evening, when, in diseussing the Estimates,
it transpirved that the Committee of Supply
was debating the salary of the health
officer, who was a member of the Upper
House, and who had acted the part of
censor morum of a Royal Commission
appointed by the Governor in Council. He
thought this question an important one, and
that 1t should receive attention.

Mr. WarsH said that at the Waterworks
Board the same thing occurred. There
were actually two members of the other
Chamber receiving fifty-two guineas each
a-year for their devotion to the interests
of the citizens of Brisbane and the Gov-
ernment as members of the Waterworks
Board.

The MinisTER For WORKS explained
that the two members of the Waterworks
Board just referred to were appointed long
before they had any idea of becoming
members of the Legislative Council.

Mr. MoreEEAD said the Minister for
‘Works did not appear to grasp the position
at all which had been taken up by the
honourable member for Warrego, by him-
self (Mr. Morehead), and by the honourable
member for Toowoomba. The position was,
that it was utterly bad in principle that
members of the other branch, or either
branch, of the Legislature should be capa-
ble of holding offices under the Crown,
which, by a side-wind, would be paid for.
It was most improper that members of
the Upper branch of the Legislature should
be receiving emoluments from the Govern-
ment, and ought to be put a stopto. He
also wished for information on another
point. The salary of the clerk of the Cen-
tral Board of Health was put down at
£300 a-year. That amount seemed far too
large, especially when it was considered
that that gentleman was receiving a salary
of £500 a-year from another department of
the Grovernment.

The CoroniaL SECRETARY said that he
believed the gentleman in question was a
supernumerary clerk in the Registrar-Gene-
ral’s office, where he did contract work, and
earned about £200 a-year. The non-official
members of the Central Board of Health
received a guinea a sitting.

Mr. Warst said that members of Parlia-
ment who were in receipt of public salaries
were liable to be considered as in the pay
of the Government, and bound to vote for
their measures. There were two gentle-
men—the Collector of Customs and the
chief medical officer—who had mno right
whatever to hold seats in the Legislative
Council; and there were two or three
other gentlemen there who were receiving
fees in consequence of offices they held
under the Government. Such men could
not be independent representatives of the
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people, and he wondeved that that Cham-
ber did not purge itself of them.

Mr. ParuEr said that with reference to
the salary of the secretary of the Central
Board of Health, the Estimates ought to
have shown in a foot-note that that gentle-
man was also in receipt of £150 a-year as
secretary to the Relief Depdt. He thought
that rather a high sum to pay for the dis-
pensing of £1,000 a-year, at the same
time that this officer earned all he received
from the Registrar-General’s Office.

The Coroniar TrEASURER pointed out
that a foot-note of the kind referred to
would be in this case undesirable, inasmuch
as the two offices might not be held by the
same person. The Blue Book would sup-
ply the information required.

Mr. MoreneaD said he thought some
expression of opinion should be given by
the Premier on the subject of payment of
. members of the Upper House.

The PreMIER said it seemed to be sup-
gosed that the independence of those mem-

ers of the Upper House was endangered
who were in receipt of the public money
for work which they performed: Captain
Simpson was on one or two boards, and his

independence was very remarkable indeed. |
Two other members were on the Board of

Waterworks before they were nominated
to that Chamber. Withregard to the gene-
ral question, that was settled by the Con-
stitution Aect, which provided that not
more than a certain number of members of
the Upper House should be in receipt of
Government emoluments. Mz. Thornton
was appointed some years ago, in view of
the alteration of the tariff, and Le had
always done his ‘duty independently on
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the successive measures which had been
brought before him as a member of the
Legislative Council. Dr. Hobbs had
been for many years connected with the
colony, and enjoyed the esteem of the
community ; and although he held pro-
nounced political opinions, his actions in
the Upper House had never been much
questioned. The subject as a whole was
certainly open to discussion, which could -
be raised by tabling a resolution for that
purpose.

Mr. MorerEAD said the Collector of
Customs was a servant of the Government
for the time being, and, as such, should not
have a seat in cither branch of the Legis-
lature. He trusted that the discussion
which had arisen on this subject would
have its effect, and that a Government
would in time be found bold enough to
prevent salaried officers from having a seat
in the Upper Chamber.

Mr. WarsE said that under the Consti-
tution Act not less than four-fifths of the
members of the Legislative Couneil should
be gentlemen not receiving any emolument
under the Crown. There were at present
twenty-nine members in the Upper House,
and of these seven or eight were in receipt
of such emolument. That was quite uncon-
stitutional, and it was high time that this
Chamber took exception to such a  state
of things.

Question put and passed.

On the motion of the Coroxtan TREA-
sturER, the Chairman reported progress and
obtained leave to sit again to-morrow. .

The House adjourned at half-past ten
o’clock.





