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ERRATA.

In page ZZB, line 17, of the second column—instead of “not touch the few acres,” read “not tonch mors than
a few acres.”

In page 730, line 43 of the second column--instead of « Treasurer,” read * Premier.”
In page 739, line 36 of the first column—instead of “ Attorney-General,” read “ Agent-General.”
In page 753, line 28 of the second column-——instead of “ Queensland,” read * Vineland.”

In page 790, line 25 of the second column-—instead of “branches from establishments in the,” read *branches
from the other colonies or the.”

In page 791, line 2 of the first column—instead of “1aw,” read  Bill.”
Same page, line 18 of the first column—instead of “ reserves,” read “ selections.”

In page 831, the line following the Speaker’s statement on * Point of Order” should be read as closing
the preceding debate.

In page 878, line 24 of the first column—instead of * Peak Dowus,” read * Emerald Downs.”
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Reserves Bill.
ADJOURNMENT. )
Mr. Parmer asked the honorable the
Minister for Works, without notice, whether
he had called upon the Colonial Architect to
take some steps with regard to the ventilation
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of the chamber? The matter was referred
to some weeks ago, and the honorable member
promised that the matter should be attended
to, but nothing had been done since, and the
ventilation was so defective as to render it
oppressive to a degree that was felt by many
honorable members. He wished to know
whether anything was to be done before the
session closed, because if something was not
done before it closed, they would come back
to just the same thing next year.

The PrEMIER said, in answer to the honor-
able member, he had to state that he had not
yet called the attention of the Colonial Archi-
tect to the matter, that gentleman being
absent from the colony on important business,
but on his return he would instruect
him to attend to it at once and to the
damage that had been caused to the lower
story of the building by springs. e
might observe, at the same time, that this
was a very unseasonable period of the year
for the House to sit. They ought to have
been out of session long ago; and the proper
time to sit was during the winter months
and not during summer. They jumped from
winter to summer so quickly that, unfortu-
nately, there was very little spring in (Queens-
land.

Mr. Ivory said he did not know whose
duty it was to attend to the ventilation of
the chamber

The ¥pEsxER : I must inform the honor-
able member that there is no question before
the House. The honorable member for
Port Curtis asked a question, which has been
answered, and no debate can take place
upon it.

Mr. Ivory said he should conclude with a
motion.

The SrraxEr: The honorable member can-
not, by moving the adjournment of the House,
discuss the question.

Mr. Ivory said he did not say what he
was going to do; he said he would conclude
with a motion. He should like to know who
was responsible for the manner in which the
doors and windows of the chamber were
opened and closed. On some occasions the
chamber was cool enough, but every window
and door was now shut, and in a very short
time it would become oppressive; people
then got warm and perspired, and of course
if a window was opened they directly felt a
draught. He thought if it were some
one’s duty to attend to these matters, and see
that the chamber was kept at a reasonable
temperature, they would then be far more
comfortable. He could assure honorable
members that last night when he came into
the chamber once or twice, it was so ex-
tremely oppressive that he could not remain
in his seat, and he spent the rest of the even-
ing in the library. If it was at all a hot day
and every window closed, it stood to reason
that they would be almost suffocated. He
begged to move—

That the House do now adjourn.
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Mr. WarsH said he would avail himself of
this opportunity to call the attention of hon-
orable members to a return which had been
laid on the table in answer to an order of
that House; and the honorable the Speaker
especially, and honorable members generally,
should consider, scriously, whether the Gov-
ernment were justified in placing such a
return on the table when the House com-
manded that certain information should be
furnished. He had never in all his parlia-
mentary experience seen such neglect—
such a refusal almost—to lay returns on the
table of the House as had been exhibited by
the Government during the present session.
He had never seen such meagre returns—
such evasive returns laid before the House
as had been perpetrated, he did not hesitate
to say, by the (fovernment during the pre-
sent session.

An HonoraBLE MEMBER : Last session.

Mr. Warse said he made no difference
between last session and this. The same
jugglery in the way of conduecting the public
business had been carried on, and he saw the
same honorable members, to his mind, occu-
pying the same position and doing the same
thing. He held in his hand the return to an
order of that House which was as explicit
almost as it could be, and he should read
it i —

“Return to an Order made by the Honovable
the Legislative Assembly of Queensland, dated
27th September, 1876, that there be laid upon the
table of this House,~—

“Copies of all correspondence betwcen the
present Agent-Geeneral and the Govern-
ment, or between the Government and
other persons, respecting the security to
be entered into by the said Agent-
General, as required by ‘ The Immigra-
tion Act’”

And what had they got? They had got
nothing or less than nothing. The most vital
part of the return was withheld. Where was
the security P They had not got anything or
the sort. They bad got the meagre announce-
ment from Mr. Macalister that ** Mein takes
bond to Brisbane ’; and where had the copy
of that gone? The very thing the House
ordered the Government to produce had not
been produced. They did not want to know
that Mr. Massie had written a rigmarole of
a thing on the 11th of August, or that the
Premier, on the 28th of June, sent a telegram,
in very bad English, to the Agent-General
in Sydney ; but what they did want to see
was the security offered by the Agent-Gen-
eral, and that had been left out. He for one,
if he were left alone, which he trusted he
should not be in that chamber, would not
submit to such returns as these. He thought
it his duty to call attention to the manner in
whichthe House wasbeingtreated by this Gov-
ernmentinconnection withreturns. They never
got a return that was in accordance with the
orders of the House; every return was
evasive, and shuffling, and misleading. He
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remembered the time when the Brisbane
Parliament had so much spirit within itself
that if it had received a return of this kind,
the representatives of the people, or the
majority of them, would have absolutely re-
fused to go on with any more business untila
proper return was furnished, and no one
would be louder in his declarations on the
subjeet, or more strong in his determination,
than the honorable the Minister for Lands.
Such conduct as this on the part of the Gov-
ernment would lead to delay in the public
business ; for he would not be content, and he
was sure other honorable members would not
be content, that the Government should be
allowed to treat the orders of the House in
this way. It was a proof that they had a
Government who were unable honestly to
comply with the orders of the House, or were
afraid to do so. This was an insufficient
return, and he might say it was of a piece
with the return made to the order of the
House for the correspondence between Mr.
Byrne and the Government, with respect to
his dismissal and reappointment in the Gov-
ernment service ; it was quite on a par. The
whole thing was a shuffle; the Government
did not ecome to the front honestly and an-
swer questions in an honorable and straight-
forward way, and supply the information the
House asked for, which any candid and
honest Government would be anxious to
supply. He protested against this kind of
Government altogether; 1t was so foreign to
what he knew should be the duties of the
Government, and to what all independent
members would expect; and he beheved it
would be subversive of that parliamentary
rule, that whenever an order of that House
was made, it should be properly obeyed. e
was sorry he should have to take up the
time of the House, bul it was the Govern-
ment that led to this detention of public
business, because they did not act in the way
which was conformable to their duties, and
in accordance with the orders of that Cham-
ber.

The CoroNisar SrcRETARY said the re-
marks of the honorable member for Warrego
were quite in accordance with a great deal
that had emanated from him during the
present session. This return was for—

“Copies of all correspondence between the
present Agent-General and the Government, or
between the Government and other persons, re-
specting the sccurity to be entered into by the
said Agent-General, as required by  The Immi-
gration Act ;’”’
and every particle of that correspondence
was included in the relurn that had been
laid on the table. There was nothing more
to be given under the order than the return
contained, and if anything more had been
given, it would be beyond the order of the
House.

Mr. Warsz: Where is the security ?

Mr. ParuEer asked, where was the bond
referred to in this return ? That certainly
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was part of the correspondence, he should
think ; and he might be permitted to'inquire,
had the Government been asleep from the
28th of June last until the 11th of August?

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY : The Palmer
Government were asleep for three years.

Mr. PALuMER said that had nothing ab all
to do with the question. They wished to
know where this bond was, and why it had
not been included in the return. They found
from the paltry return laid upon the table,
that from the 28th of June, when a telegram
was sent to Mr. Macalister, asking him
to find security, no action whatever was
taken by the Government until the 11th of
August—six weeks spell to think over it!
That was what the Government called attend-
ing to the business of the country, he pre-
sumed. He said this was a false return.
‘Where was the bond? The honorable the
Colonial Secretary had tried to mystify the
House and the country.

The CoroNisL SecrETARY: Nothing of
the sort.

Mr. Paryer: Why was this bond not pro-
duced, or what was the bond? It was per-
fectly ridiculous; they could not take the
word of the Government for anything.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said a great deal
of unnecessary force had been displayed in
regard to a very simple matter. The order
of the House was that certain correspondence
on a certain subject should be furnished, and
all that correspondence had been produced;
the honorable the Colonial Secretary said so,
and he (the Attorney-General) was sure he
knew. With regard to the bond referred to,
the honorable member must recollect what he
(the Attorney-General) said on that subject
on a former occasion. He stated that shortly
after Mr. Macalister left, a telegram was sent
to him in Sydney, reminding him that he was
required by the Immigration Aect to give
security ; and subsequently, a paper purport-
ing to be the security, and intended as the
security,hadbeenhanded tohim (the Attorney-
General) in an informal or unofficial manner,
and he had consulted his colleagues about i, '
and after having done so, he returned the
paper to the gentleman from whom he had
received if. That, he stated on a previous
occasion ; and he had not the least idea what
the contents of that paper were, except
that probably it was in the form of a bond.
He could not even recall to mind what sort
of a paper it was, but he presumed that he
looked at it and saw it purported to be a
bond ; and hereturned it, after econsulting his
colleagues, and found it was not such a bond
as wasrequired bylaw. Honorable members
no doubt were aware—and if they were not,
he could tell them—that the security required
to be given by Mr. Macalister was that of a
guarantee society ; and as had been stated by
the Colonial Secretary on a previous occasion,
this personal security was not that of a guar-
antee society, and that in itself would be a
sufficient reason for refusingit. There was
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no desire on the part of the Government to
withhold any information on the subject, and
he should be glad to give any that had not
yet been given.

Mr. SteveExsov said he had a distinet
recollection that the last time this matter was
under discussion they were told by the hon-
orable the Colonial Secretary and also by the
honorable the Attorney-General that the
security was perfectly good, and the Govern-
ment were prepared to accept it, only it had
been sent in in an unofficial manner; and the
reason that it must be the bond of a guaran-
tee company was not then given at all.
With regard to returns, he should like to
point out, that three weeks ago a return was
ordered to be laid on the table of all corres-
pondence between the surveyors and the
Commissioner for Railways and the Minister
for Works, relating to the surveys of the
different routes of the Northern Railway, and
he inquired from the honorable the Premier
yesterday, when he was to have that return,
and he was coolly told he (the Premier) had
never remembered anything about it, and he
(Mr. Stevenson) might go down and tell
Herbert about it. Was that the way the
orders of that House were to be treated by
the Premier? That was a return he parti-
cularly wanted to have before him when the
debate on the Railway Reserves Bill came
on ; but it had not been furnished, and he was
told to go and get Mr. Herbert to push it
on. He protested against honorable mem-
bers being treated in that way.

Mr. J. Scorr said, in regard to the point
about the security of the Agent-General, that
if the bond was intended by Mr. Macalister to
behanded to the Governmentorto any member
of the Government, it ought to have been
so delivered, and have been kept, and be pro-
ducable. In the telegram i the corres-
pondence, Mr. Macalister stated, “bond sent
by Mein,” and he (Mr. Scott) thought it was
the duty of the Government to produce that
bond ; 1t must have been in their possession
or in the possession of some member of the
Government. The honorable the Attorney-
General sald he had had it; and some time
ago, he told the House that the names men-
tioned in the bond were perfectly good, and
the Government were perfectly willing to
accept that bond, but, owing to some infor-
mality, it was not acted upon. Still, he held
that that bond had been received by the
Government—whether it was accepted by
them or not was another matter—and 1t
ought to be forthcoming. It was an official
document, and the honorable the Colonial
Secretary might say what he liked, but it
was part of the correspondence. They had a
telegram that it had been sent to the Gov-
ernment, and it was undoubtedly part and
parcel of the correspondence relating to the
matter in question.

The Premrzr said with regard fo the obser-
vations of the honorable members for War-
rego and Clermont, concerning returns, there
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had been no session during the lgstitgn years
when returns had been furnished géqunickly as
they had this. Some very volumihéusreturns
had been laid on the table withifythree or
four days atter they were ordered,™and there
had been considerable trouble and expéfise-in
furnishing those returns. He believed the
return the honorable member for Clermont
ferred to was now on the table of the House,
and that if the honorable memberlooked forit,
he would find it amongst the reports sent in
by the engineer, Mr. Ballard. With refer-
ence to the bond in question, he could only
say he never saw it; it was never brought
under his notice.

Mr.ParuEr: Do youbelieveit everexisted ?

The Premier said he was not aware it
ever existed. There was no record of itin
the Colonial Secretary’s department, and the
Colonial Secretary said he had never received
it, and, consequently, it could not be a record,
and could not be laid on the table of the
House in the return asked for by the honor-
able member for Warrego.

Myr. Ivory said there had been some fresh
information brought forward since he last
addressed the House, and with regard to that,
he might say that the proceedings seemed
to be of the most anomalous descrip-
tion he had ever heard of. Here was a pub-
lic document which the Agent-General for-
warded, or informed the Colonial Secretary
he had forwarded by a gentleman who was
now a member of the Government, and it had
reached one member of the Government,
who seemed quietly to have burked it—he
pub it in his pocket and it disappeared.

The ATToRNEY-GENERAL: 1 gave it back
again.

Mr. Ivory said he should like to know
what right the honorable the Attorney-Gen-
eral had to hush up this document. He put
it in his waste-paper basket no doubt, and it
was not forwarded as it ought to have been to
the Colonial Secretary. It appeared rather
strange to him why, in the first instance, it
should have come into the hands of the
Attorney-General ; and as far as the rest of
the Government were concerned, it appeared
it had never passed through their hands, and
they had no cognizance of it. The Premier
said he never saw it; and the Attorney-Gen-
eral admitted that he had had it, and it was
informal, and he passed it one side.

The A1ToRNEY-GENERAL: [ said I re-
turned it to the person who gave it to me.

Mer. Ivory said, no matter how it was dis-
posed of, it might have been put in the waste-
paper basket, or returned to the gentleman
who gave it to the honorable the Attorney-
General ; but it was a public document con-
signed to the Colonial Secretary by the
Agent-General, and the honorable the
Attorney-teneral had no earthly right to
interfere with it. It was intended for the
hands of the honorable the Colonial Secre-
tary, and he (Mr. Ivory) should like to hcar
from him whether he ever saw it.
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The Coroxiar SECRETARY: 1 mnever | ber might be able to show it was a case of
saw it. emergency, which had arisen from some
Mr. Ivory: Then there had been, he sudden circumstances, and which might

might say, a breach of trust on the part of
the honorable the Attorney-General in not
conveying this document to the hands of his
colleague. He thought it was only right
that this document, which no doubt still ex-
isted, should be placed bef re the House. At
the same time, he conld not exonerate the hon-
orable the Attorney-General from blamein the
matter, seeing that the document was inten-
ded for the hands of the Colonial Secretary.
He begged to withdraw the motion for
adjournment.

Motion withdrawn accordingly.

PETITION.

Mr. Gramam presented a petition from
certain selectors and others, complaining of
the proposed deviation of a road between
Warwick and Farm Creek. He said, before
proposing that the petition be received, he—

The Spraxer: The honorable member can-
not discuss the petition.

Mr. GraHAM said be thought, under the
212th Standing Order, in this particular case
he might be allowed to say afew words. It
was a petition against a grievance, which, if
not taken notice of at once, could not be taken
notice of at any future time, as he believed
the time of the proclamation expired to-morrow.

The Speaxsr : The 211th Standing Order
provides :—

“ Every such petition not containing matter in
breach of the privilege of this House, and which,
according to therules or usual practice of the House
can be received, shall be brought to the table by
direction of the Speaker, who shall not allow any
debate, or any member to speak upon, or in rela-
tion to, such petition; but it may be read by
the clerk at the table if required.”

Mr. GrarAy said he thought this petition
would come under Order 212, which pro-
vided :—

“In the case of such petition complaining of
some present personal grievance, for which there
may be an urgent necessity for providing an im-
mediate remedy, the matter contained in such
petition may be brought into discussion on the
presentation thereof.”

The Seeaxrr: I hardly think that Standing .

Order applies in this case. The honorable
member cannot make a motion on the subject
without notice. Besides which, Iunderstand
the petition is against the opening of a road,
and the road has, I presume, been proclaimed
in the Government Gazette for several months
past, so that it can scarcely be considered
a grievance suddenly arising. Therefore it
cannot be discussed on being presented
to tlie Hcuse

Mr. Briu said it might be a grievance
suddenly arising so far as the petitioners were
concerned. They might not have had an

opportunity of knowing it was published in |

the Gazette ; and perhaps the honorable mem.

induce the House to take it into considera-
tion.

The SpraxEr: I do not see any practical
result that can follow from the discussion. If
the honorable member gives notice of motion,
he may apply to the House to appoint an
early day for the discussion. I do not see
that the discussion could have any practical
result, and therefore, there is no good reason
why we should violate our Standing Orders.

Mr. Gramaxm said he only received the
petition that morning; and he found before
moving fora Select Committee it was necessary
to get the consent of the members to serve on
that committee, but he had been unable to get
that consent. I{ad he been able to do so, he
should have followed the presentation of the
petition with a notice of motion for a Select
Committee to inquire into the matter. The
time expired to-morrow, and perhaps the
honorable the Minister for Works would
give some assurance that the proclamation
would be withdrawn so as to enable some
action to be taken.

The Seeaxer: Does the honorable mem-
ber move that the petition be received ?

Mr. Gramam moved that the petition be
received.

Mr. Warsm said the question seemed to
him
The Seeaxer: No debate can take place.
Mr. Warssa : But there has been debate.

Howxorasre MeMBEERS : Chair, chair.

Mr. McInwratta said the point of order
had been whether the honorable member who
presented the petition should be allowed to
speak, in accordance with article 212 of the
Standing Orders, and he thought the very
object of that Standing Order was to meet a
case of this kind, namely, one of emergency.
Unless the House took the matter up now 1t
would be useless to do so at any future time,
because to-morrow, by the terms of the pro-
clamation, the road in question would be de-
clared open. If the honorable member was
allowed to explain the object of the petition,
his explanation might induce the House to
proceed in the matter at once, and sccure
the object of the petition. It seemed to him
the only object of the 212th Standing Order
was to apply to such cases.

Mr. Mogean said, rising to the point of
order

'The SPEARER: There is no point of order.
The honorable member for Darling Downs
has moved that the petition be received, and
I was in the act of putting the motion to the
House, when the honorable member for
Warrego rose.

Mr. WarsH said, rising to a point of order,
he thought when the motion was received it
could be debated. In presenting the peti-
tion
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The Seraxer: I will read the Standing
Order. It says the petition
“shall be brought to the table by direction of
the Speaker, who shall not allow any debate, or
any member to speak upon, or in relation to, such
petition ; but it may be read by the clerk at the
table if required.”

I would point out to the House that if any
infraction of this rule is allowed, it may have
a very undesirable effect in the future. A
large number of petitions have been lately
received, some upon subjects of great impor-
tance, such as railway petitions and others,
and if any infraction of this Standing Order
is permitfed, it may lead to a great deal of
discussion, and delay the business of the
country.

Mr. J. ScorT said, rising to the point of
order, the question before the House was
one of emergency, and not the value of the
petition itself.

The Spraxer: The honorable the Minister
for Works has informed me that the pro-
elamation which expires to-morrow is only
the second proclamation, and a third pro-
clamation will have to be published. T amnot
aware of my own knowledge whether that is
the case or not, but the honorable the Minis-
ter for Works has assured me it is; and
therefore there can be no emergency in the
case.

Mr. McInwrarra said he thought the
honorable the Speaker was setting the ex-
ample in debating the matter, and getting in-
formation which honorable members had not
got. If they got an answer from the hon-
orable the Minister for Works to show that
the, proclamation would not actually take
effeet to-morrow, he had no doubt the honor-
able member for Darling Downs would be
perfectly satisfied; bub they did not want
the assurance of the honorable the Speaker,
who had admitted that he knew nothing
about the matter, except what he had heard
from the honorable the Minister for Works.

The Paeuisr said he believed he could
gimplify the matter. He thought matters of
this sort, which were purely departmental,
should not be brought before the House.
The grievance complained of had not been
brought before him yet, as Minister for
‘Works, and when it did, he could promise
the honorable member that he should give
every attentiontoit. Supposethesecond notice
expired, there was yet a third one to be pub-
lished ; and he could assure honorable mem-
bers that in this matter the interests of the
public would not be overlooked. No road
would be opened or closed when that course
was not really required; and he would pro-
mise the honorable gentleman that if he with-
drew his motion, he (the Premier) would give
the matter every attention to-morrow.

Question—That the petition be received,

put and passed.
3v
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ORDER OF BUSINESS.

Mr. Warssa said, before the Orders of the
Day were called, he wished to call the atten-
tion of the honorable the Speaker to a re-
mark that he made yesterday, to the follow-
ing effect :—

““He (theSpeaker) was glad to see thathis ruling
was in exact conformity with the practice of the
honorable member for Warrego while in the
chair, as appeared from page 329 of the Votes
and Proceedings for 1874.”

Now,he (Mr. Walsh) wished to state, and he
should give reasons for his statement, that the
honorable the Speaker had been misinstructed
or misled in this matter. On referring to
the ¢ Votes and Proceedings,” he could not
see that they at all bore out the inference the
honorable the Speaker had drawn, or, he
might say, the accusation he made. He
found on the 80th of June, *the House sat
beyond midnight,” and on the 1st of July,
“the Chairman veported progress, and ob-
tained leave to sit again to-morrow,” and the
next notice of the business performed was :—

“ The remaining Orders of the Day (Govern-
ment business), and the Notices of Motion
(general business), postponed until Order of the
Dfa’y No. 1 (general business) had been disposed
of.”

The honorable the Speaker had quoted that,
he (Mr. Walsh) thought, as proof that his
predecessor had allowed what he himself had
allowed on Thursday last. But there was no
proof whatever that the business of the
Chamber on that morning was done in that
way. On the contrary, he was very much
inclined to think that was merely the way in
which the clerk or clerks had deseribed the
business done ; because he found, on the very
sameday, at the following sitting, that after
certain business had been transacted, when
they got down to Order of the Day No.
15 :—

¢ The Order of the Day for the second reading
of this Bill, and the Bill itself, discharged from
the paper on motion of Mr. MacDevitt.”

Then he found :—

1. Orders of the Day, from No. 7 to No. 14
(Clovernment business), postponed until the
other business on the paper for to-day had been
disposed of.

“ 2. Motion No.1 (general business), by Mr.
Moreton, for Mr. Nind, until to-morrow.

“ 8. Motion No. 4 (general business), by Mr.
MacDonald until to-morrow.”

“ Mr. Nind not moving the motion standing in
his name, No. 8, on the notice paper for to-day,
it lapsed.”

He was therefore justified in thinking that
the honorable the Speaker had been misin-
structed in this matter, and he thought it his
duty to himself to refer to the question,
because he did not think in any instance, as
far as his memory went, had he allowed the
34th Standing Order to be contravened, as
described by the honorable the Speaker.
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The SpEarEr: L read from page 329 of
the *¢ Votes and Proceedings,” and I took it
for granted the journals of the House were
correct. . .

The ATToRNEY-GENERAL said the honox-
able member for Warrego was quite wrong.
The matter was perfectly plain, and the hon-
orable member had apparently fallen into
the error he wished the honorable the
Speaker to fall into, and he (the Attorney-
General) thought it only right that he should
be corrected. What the honorable the Speaker
said yesterday was perfectly correct ; the
whole of the Orders of the Day and Notices
of Motion were postponed until after the first
Order of the Day, general business.

Mr. Warsa: By whom?P

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said: By order
of the House, of course; and that, having
disposed of that, they started afresh, and
when the Notices of Motion were called on,
they were postponed, or lapsed; and there
was no inconsistency at all. The error the
honorable member had discovered was a
“mare’s nest. )

Mr. Warse : That had nothing to do with
the case at all.

The matter then dropped.

RAILWAY RESERVES BILL.

On the resumption of the adjourned debate,
on the motion of the SECRETARY For PusLIC
LanDs—

That this Bill be now read a second time,

Mr. MacrossaN said: In rising, sir, to
resume the debate on this adjourned motion,
I must say that I agree thoroughly with
several of the preceding speakers who have
stated that this is a most important debate.
No matter in what light you look at i, it is
a most important debate—important, because
if the Bill which is now before the House be
carried into law, it will completely revolu-
tionize the finances of the colony; and itis
also important on account of the magnitude
of the works which are proposed to be con-
structed by this Bill, and in other matters as
well.  But, sir, although I agree with those
speakers as to the importance of the debate
itself, T disagree entirely with the importance
of the argument of the honorable the Attor-
ney-General, who stated that the result of
this debate would probably retard railway
construction in this colony for many years to
come. I entirely disagree with that. I donot
believe that any folly this Government could
commit, or any blunder they could make—
financially or otherwise—is possible to retard
or prevent in any way the construction of
railways. I have so much faith, sir, in the
unlimited resources of Queensland that I
believe, even if the Government were to do
their worst, or were to refrain from construct-
ing railways at all, that even then the colony
would progress in spite of them, and before
long they would be compelled to adopt a
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railway system, and one very different from
that now proposed. This eolony, sir, cannot be
retarded ; its natural resources, mineral and
pastoral, are too great, and its eommercial
resources, dependent on these, certainly
cannot be retarded either. And I think 1t
is admitted by every one on each side of thg
House, that the position of the country in
regard to its progress has come to this—
that railways must be constructed. If the
resources of the country are to be developed,
there can be no doubt that the best and
readiest way of developing those resources
is by the construction of railways. Where
it is found that a railway will in any
way develop the resources of a distriet, it
should be made, even if the traffic in that
distriet is not sufficient to pay for the cost of
the railway. But, sir, that is not the question
before the House at present. The question
before us is, how railways are to be con-
structed, and how they are to be paid for,
and whois to pay for'them ? Now,sir, I con-
sider that the Glovernment who, on the last
evening this subject was under discussion,
tried to stifle the debate, took up a most un-
justifiable position—a position which was un-
parliamentary, and T say, since I entered thig
House, unprecedented, and I think I may
say almost unprecedented, within the last
century at least, in the annals of parlia«
mentary government. MHere, sir, is a ques-
tion which involves a large expenditure of
money, a question upon which will depend
the finances of the colony for some time, and
a question upon which the most prominent
members of the Government never opened
their mouths during the whole of the
debate. The honorable the Colonial Treasurer
sat there during the whole period of
the debate and never attempted to rise—never
attempted to protest against the stifling of the
debate which the honorable the Premier
tried to effect; and he above all men in the
Ministry should have given some reasons,
and good reasons for this policy which will
revolutionize the finances of the colony.
And besides that, e was bound to rise and tell
us how it is that the Government have receded
from their former policy. He said three
weeks before the House met that the present
Government had determined not to proceed
with railways, that they were determined
not to have any extension of railways in their
policy, and I say he was bound to rise, and
the honorable the Premier was also bound to
rise, and explain to the House and the country
how it was they had changed their policy.
And T say further, he was bound to tell us
how they propose to construet railways with-
out fresh taxation on the working classes of
this colony, and ifhe is able to construct them
without additional taxation, he has certainly
made a great discovery. He told us previ-
ously that the working classes of this colony
are unable to bear more taxation, and in
consequence, there were to be no more rail-
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ways at present, and Isayitis a very anomal-
ous position for those gentlemen to oceupy.
They, I say, were perfectly unjustified and
most unwarranted in trying to prevent hon-
orable members from expressing their
opinions on this most important question.
Why, sir, at the time the motion for the
adjournment of the debate was moved there
were not more than a dozen members who
had spoken upon both the amendment and
the main question, and yet the Govern-
ment tried to stifle the debate—and why?
To keep the country from understanding the
real merits of the case; because I maintain
that the question has never been entered into
by any member on that side of the House
yet; the real question has been misunderstood,
or if understood, it has been misrepresented.
Why, sir, the whole of the argument on that
gide of the House has been to prove that
railway eonstruction was a benefit—was pro-
fitable to the country. No honorable mem-
ber that I know has ever denied that it was a
benefit, or affirmed that it was unprofitable.
So far from honorable members thinking for
g moment that railways are not a benefit, the
very policy of the Government, blundering
poliey as it is, was forced upon them by this
side of the House. I say, sir, those two
honorable gentlemen must speak ; they must
deliver their sentiments upon this greab
question, and I tell them this debate will not
be allowed to close until they have given the
House and country their opinions upon it.
I cannot retire from this part of the question
without alluding to a statement made by the
Minister for Lands in disclaiming this as a
party question. Who in this House ever
thought for a moment that the carrying of
this question would be a party triumph, or a
triumph to any particular member on that
side, or to that party P If there be any one
to whom triumph is due, it is to you, sir, and
not to any member sitting on that side of the
House, much less to any member of the
Government. The members of the present
Government include those who actually ex-
pelled you, sir, from the Ministry, because
you dared to assume a policy like this, but
with this difference, that youwere not prepared
. to make the blunder of constructing railways
from the proceeds of the land, but by borrow-
ing the money, and making the districts
responsible for it; and, sir, I do not hesitate
to say that were it not for the position you
took up, not a member on that side of the
House, except perhaps the Minister for
Lands himself, would have dared to open
his mouth upon the railway question.
When the House met in the month of
May, the only railway which the Govern-
ment or their party had down as part
of their policy for this session of Parlia-
ment, was the railway from Warwick to
Stanthorpe ; but the action taken by this side
of the House on that occasion compelled the
Government to change their policy. And
now the Minister for Lands coolly says he

[10 Ocrox®Er.]

Railway Reserves Bill, 867

will not elaim the carrying of this Bill as any
ascendency for his party ! Why, sir, if this
Bill be carried, it will be carried solely out of
deference to the opinions imposed upon them
by members on this side of the House, and
notably by the honorable member for Mara-
noa, and myself, who moved the vote of want
of confidence in the late Government. The
Minister for Lands, also, during his speech,
claimed my vote for this Bill in the following
words —

““The honorable member for the Kennedy
claimed that in due time it (the principle) might
be applied to his district; at any rate, whether

| the honorable member said so in specific ferms

or not, he expressed himself generally in favor
of the Western Railway Bill, because the prin-
ciple might be applied to other districts,”

In saying that, I know, of course, that the
honorable gentleman claimed my vote for
this Bill because I voted for the Western
Railway Bjll. Now, sir, the reason why I
voted for that Bill must be plain, and simple,
and apparent to anyone. Since the day upon
which I eameinto this House, I have been an
advoeate of finaneial separation, and the first
principle of financial separation is that each
distriet should pay for the public works done
within it; yet the honorable member for
Maryborough seems to demand that I should
vote for the Bill because the lands are said
to be the prineiple upon which public works
should be constructed. If it were possible
for me to stand here all night, I could not
pub the principle of financial separation in a
terser or better way than it is put in the
leading journal of this city and colony ; and I
may remark, in passing, that it is a triumph
for the men who have stood up time after
time, and night affer night, in this House,
demanding financial separation, to find the
leading journal of the colony come out so
boldly upon the question, and demanding
that for which we have solong contended.
The Courier says :—

“The meaning of financial separation is that
the accounts of the four principal divisions of the
colony should be kept separate in the publie
ledger, and that the expenses of the general Gov-
ernment should be paid by a contribution from
each. district, assessed according to population, the
remainder of the revenue of each distriet being
left available for expenditure in the district in the
construction of public works, or in payment of
interest on loans.”

There is nothing in that extract about setting
apart the lands ; it is the *“ remainder of the re-
venue of each district” thatis to pay for public
works and the interest on loans; and I main-
tain it is impossible to construct public works
from the lands alone, because we cannot sell
the lands sufficient for the purpose. The
principle that guided me in voting for the
Western Railway Bill was to get the House,
especially those on that side of the House
who had always opposed financial separation,
to commit themselves to the principle in any
degree whatever. And, by voting for the
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Western Railway Bill, I believe I accom-
lished that object, because, ever since that
%ill was passed, the idea of financial separa-
tion has become stronger and stronger in
this House and in the country, until it hasg
now become so strong that no Ministry can
pretend to maintain its place_that will not
agree to financial separation. I may also say
that, while that Bill was going through com-
mittee, my views as to the application of the
proceeds of the sale of lands to the making of
railways were very much altered and in-
fluenced by the arguments of the honorable
member for Maranoa; and although I assisted
the Government, it will be found that after I
became convinced by the honorable member
for Maranoa, I never once opened my lips
upon the question, but gave a silent vote,
because I had then arrived at the com-
clusion that the honorable gentleman’s
arguments were the only sound basis
upon which railways could be constructed.
In proof of this, I may mention that
in tﬁe beginning of this session, on the
23rd of May, when I moved the vote of want
of confidence in the late Ministiry, I stated
distinetly that although T had voted for the
principles of the Western Railway Bill, I
believed the lands should be made to pay
somehow for the construction of public
works. I said distinctly then, that the rail-
ways should first be made, and the lands sold
if necessary for the payment of the interest,
and the principal if required. That was
before the honorable gentleman opposite
roduced a Bill such as that they have placed
Eefore us, although they claim to have had
this Bill in print weeks before the present
session of Parliament. Of course, I am
bound to accept this upon their statement as
being correct; but taking into consideration
the distinet and positive statement made by
the Colonial Treasurer, that the present Gov-
ernment had agreed—not were of opinion—
but agreed not to construct railways, I must
think the Bill could not have been in print
many days before this session was opened.
I regard this measure in quite a different
light from many members on this or that side
of the House. As a northern member, I
regard this measure more as an attempt, as
far as the railway affecting the Kennedy is
concerned, to sow dissension amongst the
northern members. It is well known that
nntil the present time the northern members
have been united upon the question of
financial separation. How can any northern
member, how can I, myself, dare to
ask for financial separation, after having
accepted this railway, which would be
constructed upon a principle diametrically
opposed to financial separation? It would
deprive me or any future member for the
Kennedy, or any northern member, of the
opportunity of lifting up our heads to demand
justice for that portion of the country, be-
cause we should be accepting arailway which
would entail an expense, not only upon the
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different portions of the colony with which
we had nothing to do, but upon that portion
of the colony which has borne the largest
amount of injustice with regard to railway
construetion. I should be voting for a great
expense upon the whole distriet of the North,
which would not be benefited by the con-
struction of this railway, and I, therefore,
stand here to say that if I considered this
scheme a real one, which I do not—for I regard
it as a delusion—I would not be prepared to
accept it at the expense of financial separation.
That is the first and grea%e;lst question in this
country. It must be settldd satisfactorily and
equitably, and if not settled before long it
will lead to a cry throughout the colony that
will end in the dismemberment of if. Any
honorable member who has the good of the
colony at heart would regret that such a
thing would take place, but it is bound to
come if we do not get financial separation.
If we do not get this, we shall have the out-
side distriets in the North erying for terri-
torial separation; this will inevitably be the
case if there is not something like justice
done, not only in railways, but other publie
works. T have read an extract from the
Brisbane Courier showing what financial
separation means. But how do the Govern-
ment propose to carry out what they call
financial separation? They propose to sell
the lands of the colony in each railway re-
serve for the purpose of constructing railways.
This either means that the railways shall not
be made until the lands are sold, or that
they shall first be made and the chance of
selling the land take place afierwards. If
the railway is first made, the money must be
borrowed to male it, and I will ask the hon-
orable gentleman who has charge of the Bill,
who in that case is to pay the interest of the
money P Is it not the people of the colony—
the people of Bowen, and Kennedy, and
Cook who will be called upon to pay the in-
terest for the cost of construction? It is
useless for the honorable gentleman at the
head of the Government to shake his head,
because one thing or the other must take
place: either the land must be sold to make
the railway, in which case I maintain the
railway will never be made ; or, if the railway
be made, the whole of the colony must be
called upon to pay the interest of the making.
There is no getting out of this dilemma. In
the latter case, if the railway is made first,
where is the Railway Reserves Bill? That
Bill distinetly says, ‘“ Funds for the construe-
tion of the same shall be provided by the sale
of Crown lands.” If the funds are to be
provided by the sale of Crown lands, and the
Government borrow the money instead, the
Bill becomes nothing. The whole thing is a
sham, a delusion, and a snare, a thing which
they have been driven into by the force of
public opinion outside of this House, and by
the action of honorable members on this side
of the House; they have been driven into a
policy of railway construetion, and have
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adopted a policy which, in our estimation,
would prevent railways from being made.
It seems that honorable members, in address-
ing themselves to this Bill, more especially
the honorable the Colonial Secretary (and he
was aided by several other members on that
side of the House), have some very strange
ideas concerning political economy. In fry-
ing to answer the arguments of the honorable
member for Maranoa, they enunciated a
doetrine which would lead one to suppose
that the principles of political economy
which are applicable to one country are not
applicable to another. The principles of
political economy are as plain as that two and
two make four, and what would happen in
any one country in making railways from the
capital of the country, from the capital which
is required for industries, would happen in
this country also. The railways in Great
Britain were made from the savings of the
people of Great Britain ; they were not made
with the working capital of the people, and I
say in making the railways from the land in
this colony, you would be making the railways
from the very life-blood of the people, from
the money which is required for earrying on
the different industries of the country, and
the same result would take place here as in
Great Britain, if they attempted to do the
same thing. It was certainly very astonish-
ing to hear such arguments propounded by
a gentleman, who, from his position as Colonial
Secretary, may be said to be the leader of the
Government—Tfor the Colonial Secretary has
generally been the Premier of the colony.
The honorable member for Bandanba, and
the honorable member for the Cook, who is
not now in his place, also had the same
strange ideas in their head, that the principles
of political economy, as applicable to Great
Britain, were not applicable to this colony.
Another idea which seemed to pervade the
minds of honorable gentlemen on that side of
the House was that the lands were to be
“ gof apart ’ for the making of the railways;
there is nothing whatever in this Bill for the
setting apart of lands: the lands are to be
sold and not set apart, and the railways are
to be made in that way. The honorable the
Attorney-Greneral, in trying to meet the
argument of the honorable member for
Maranoa, failed most lamentably, and after
reading through his speech, I am more
than ever convinced there is very little
in it. No doubt the honorable gentleman
was taken abt a disadvantage, being
obliged to speak immediately after the
honorable member for Maranoa ; but.I do
think, from the position he occupies in the
Government and in the colony, he ought to
have made a much betier attempt to answer
the arguments of that gentleman than he did.
In answering the honorable member for
Maranoa, there was one thing he said which
has struck me as being very strange, and
which condemns the Bill, in fact, entirely.
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In talking of the supposed scheme of the
honorable member for Maranoa for making
railways, he said, “All that is not in the Bill;
such as charging the whole revenue, is bad
in principle.” That is just the thing which
this Bill does, because I maintain it is impos-
sible to sell the lands to make the railways,
and thus the whole thing falls upon the
revenue of the colony at last,so that in using
these words, the Attorney-General actually
condemned the Bill. He has, somehow,
got the idea into his head that people will
come from abroad to buy the lands to make the
railways. One of the stock arguments during
the passing of the Land Bill which has just
left this chamber—arguments used against me
and other honorable members on this side of
the House in advocating a large extension of
areas of land in the North and the outlying
distriets—was, that the land is not valuable.
The argument has been that people have not
come from the outside of the colony to buy
these lands :—the young men, the members
of old families at home, who were sup-
posed to come and buy these lands, have
not come. That was the stock argument
used against me, but now the honorable
gentleman, when it suits his purpose,
uses it himself, and says that foreign
capitalists will come. After they have raised
the price of the land and reduced the size of
the areas available, they use this argumert.
‘Why, sir, the thing is inconsistent, and
absurdin itself. If men from the outside did
not come when the area was larger, and the
land cheaper, is it reasonable to suppose they
will come now, when, as I have said, the land
is doubled in price, and the area is reduced P
The thing bears its own contradiction. I do
not think it is necessary for me to dwell upon
the honorable the Attorney-General’s speech,
because, as I have said before, he was taken
by surprise; but I should remark that he
himself last year, when the Western Railway
Bill was under discussion, adopted a course
which is worthy of notice. It may be
remembered that the late member for Cler-
mont, Mr. Graham, brought in an amend-
ment, or a Bill rather, which would have been
an amendment upon the Bill before the House,
dividing the colony into railway distriets.
Those districts were much larger than the
railway districts set apart by this Bill for the
construction of railways. Take for instance the
railway district proposed for the Wide Bay
and Burnett:—instead of being confined to
one patch of land on the Burnett, it included
the whole of the watershed of the Mary and
the Burnett. I remember the argument used
by the Attorney-General against that Bill
was that under it the people of the colony
who were really in want of railways would
never get them. Now, sir, if the people of
the colony under that Bill, which actually
gave more land for the making of railways
than this Bill does, could not get railways,
how is it possible that under this Bill we
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shall get railways? Here are his words, on
page 382, 18th vol. “ Hansard” :—

“He could point out by figures, also, that
under this system the parts of the colony which
most required railways would never be able to
get them. He believed that if the principle were
applied to the Wide Bay and Burnett, at the end
of, perhaps, ten years, they might have £100,000
to their credit, which would be available for rail-
ways. After about ten years, that would be the
effect.”

‘Well, sir, the Wide Bay and Burnett Rail-
ways will cost a million of money, so that,
according to his calculation, it will take 100
years before they will have money enough to
make the railways. But I may ask, what
will be the result of the application of this
prineiple to the making of the railway in the
Kennedy? If it will take 100 years to make
a railway in the Wide Bay and Burnett dis-
trict according to the Railway Districts Act
of Mr. Graham, it will take more than 100
years to make a railway in the Kennedy,
according to the principles of this Bill. T
find by a return laid on the table of the
House on the 8th of June last year, that the
total amount of the land sold in the northern
part of the colony was £126,381 from the
year 1860 until the end of the year 1874.

During these fourteen years, the very best:

coast lands of the colony were disposed of,
from Cape Palmerston to the north of Card-
well ; and during the period when almost the
whole of the available land in that wide
range of coast of 300 miles in extent, fit for
agriculture,/were disposed of, only £126,000
were received. A small portion of this distriet
is taken and set apart for the making of the
railway, and at the same time the best agri-
cultural lands in this district have been dis-
posed of, and T ask the Minister forLands, how
long it will take before he receives money
enough from the sale of the land in that dis-
trict to make a railway which will cost
nearly £600,000, according to the estimate of
the honorable the Premier? The £126,000
I have mentioned includes the whole of the
North, it must be remembered, of which the
Kennedy Railway Reserve is only a small
portion. Just to show honorable members
how great a bogus scheme this Railway Re-
serve Billis, I will briefly explain to honorable
members what this Kennedy Railway Reserve
is. 'The yellow portion of the map which
has been some time on the table for the
inspection of honorable members, shows the
gold fields of Charters Towers and Ravens.
wood. Of course, no Government will ever
dare to sell the lands in the gold fields; so
that is a portion we do not consider at all.
The west end of this seetion is desert. The
country has been unoccupied ever since the
North was taken up; not a single run has
ever been taken up there. Drawing a line
from the south-eastern to the north-western
corner, you will find that half the land within
that railway reserve is comprised within the
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desert and gold fields. One half is, therefore,
taken away at once. Taking the coast por-
tion of the reserve, we come to the land that
has been sold. 48,000 acres have been sold
there, as the best land in the district—the
land on the Ross River, and upon Stewart’s
Creek. That land, however, is gone, and you
may expect nothing from that; but the re-
mainder of the portion along the coast—those
splendid marine plains which the honorable
Minister for Lands expatiated so cloquently
about—those beautiful plains which the Pre-
mier saw from the deck of his steam-boat—
the whole of that land has been unoceupied for
nearly ten years. I have in my possession a
list of the runs with the names of the late
lessees, and every inch of that land, forming
80 large a portion of the railway reserve, for
thirty miles back, has been abandoned. This
is the land to construct a railway from!
Besides this, the honorable gentleman told
the House the other evening that he would
resume only one half of the runs; but when
the best of the remaining portion of this
available part of the reserve is resumed, how
much land will there be left to sell for rail-
way purposes ? Just one million and a quar-
ter acres, and I appeal to you, sir, as one
honorable member at least, in this House,
who knows what that land is, to say econ-
scientiously whether there are 100,000 acres
in that reserve that would fetch five shillings
per acre if it were put up to auction fo-mor-
row. I say there are not 100,000 acres in
the whole reserve that would fetch five
shillings per acre, and I maintain that there
is more than one half of the portion which is
available that would not fetch two sghillings
and sixpence per acre. ~

Mr, Warsa: Nor a shilling,

Mr. Macrossan: I admit there is one
small portion, from Dalrymple, on the other
side of the Burdekin, which is about 60,000
acres, and this is the only land that is fo
make a railway for the miners of Charters
Towers, and the business people of Towns-
ville. Great delusion and sham as this
scheme is, this particular portion of it is the
greatest delusion and sham of the whole, and
if it were possible that I could so {ar forget
myself as to vote for a rallway reserve like
this, I should be undeserving to hold a seat
in the House. I have been called upon by
the Premier and the Minister for Lands to
vote for this railway reserve, and by some
means or other the honorable the Premier
has, T may say, misinformed people in the
North upon the true bearings of the question.
The other day I presented a petition from
700 people on Charters Towers, praying for
the construction of a railway ; but if those
petitioners are to wait until the present Gov-
ernment makes them a railway according to
this Railway Reserves Bill, the deep sink-
ings on that gold field will have reached the
depth of 1,000 feet before it is made. I
think “honorable members will give me
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eredit for knowing something about my own
district. I have been over that district from
north to south, from east to west, time after
time. I have ridden over it, walked over it,
prospected over it for gold, and I know, that
what I say concerning that reserve is true.
Beyond what I have stated, I may add that
in addition to the area marked yellow, a large
portion of the reserve is auriferous ground,
which I should be the last man to sell. There
are the Fanning River, Star River, and Keel-
bottom Creek districts, all being auriferous
districts, that have been worked, and will be
worked again. Allowing then the fullest lati-
tude to the Minister for Lands, for making a
railway, I am sure he would not make ten
miles of line in that reserve, although that
ten miles should be attempted over the
best ground. 1t is incumbent upon me as a
northern member who has econtinually advo-
cated financial separation, to make a stand
upon this question, because it has been appre-
hended by Ministers and some of their sup-
porters, that this is the thin edge of the wedge
for financial separation. I say, sir, it is the thin
edge for territorial dismemberment; for if the
people of this part of the country think their
prospects depend upon this Bill, they will
soon apply for territorial separation as the
best means of securing a railway that will be
serviceable to them. The foolhardy policy
of the Government has led to this railway
mania on their part. I hold in my hands a
list of 16 or 17 different railways in this
colony, which are either under con-
struction, proposed to be  consbructed,
or asked to be constructed by differ-
ent members on both sides of the
House. Is it not high time, Mr. Speaker,
that a definite prineiple for the purpose of
constructing railways should be adopted,
when we find that honorable members on both
sides of the House are asking for surveys in
distriets which in the next session of Parlia-
ment will lead to distinet propositions for the
construction of railways? If this principle of
making the railways exclusively from the land
is earried out, what will become of those
portions of the colony where the land is
alienated P What will become of those por-
tions of the colony in agricultural districts,
such as around Ipswich and the Logan,
where they have a perfect right to have rail-
ways made, and where railways, if they do
not pay the interest on the cost of eonstruc-
tion, will at least enlarge and increase the
population. But to show the little faith that
honorable members on either side can have
in the sincerity of the Government in pro-
posing this railway scheme, I will ask, what
data the honorable gentleman gave in moving
this Bill? I answer, no data whatever. Has
it not been a cry inside and outside of the
House that no more railways should be con-
structed until we have proper plans, estimates,
and data to go upon? Yet we have been
furnished with neither the one nor the other.
‘When the honorable gentleman came to the
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Charters Towers and Townsville Railway he
said he was not prepared to justify the con-
struction of this railway by returns of trafiie.
Now, if any railway out of the whole number
proposed to be constructed is justified by the
returns of traffie, itis this one ; and I maintain
that notwithstanding the honorable member’s
statement those returns were either in his
possession or were easily attainable, if he
tried to get them. But I couple this with
several remarks of honorable members on
that side of the House to the effect that
these railways are not to be proceeded with
simultaneously, which meansthis :—* We, the
southern members, are strong enough to get
a railway from Warwick to Stanthorpe,
Maryborough to Gympie, and perhaps a line
in the Wide Bay district; but for the present
we will give up the Charters Towers and
Townsville Railway until we have some data
to go upon.” Now, I will give the honorable
gentleman some data to go upon with regard
to this railway, and I will show by the plan
proposed by the honorable member for Mara-
noa—the plan which has been more generally
adopted in idea by members on this side, and
by the country—how the Charters Towers
Railway should be made. By the latest re-
turng 1 have received from that distriet, the
amount of trafic between Townsville and
Charters Towers is 5,000 tons annually at the

resent moment. If the railway were made

etween the two places—a distance of 83
miles—and those 5,000 tons were carried by
it, £3 per ton (as it would be) being charged
for carriage, which is less than half the present
rate at the most favorable period of the year, it
would produce £15,000. Ravenswood, which,
is in the same district nearly as Charters
Towers, would benefit by the railway; for
although it would not go by the Ravenswood
properly, all the traffic and passengers would
be carried within 20 miles of the centre of the
Ravenswood gold field. I have reckoned as
a moderate calculation 1,500 tons of the traffic
of Ravenswood and the other separate gold
fields at £2 per ton, which would be £3,000,
making £18,000 for the traffic from goodsalone,
The passengers I have reckoned at 100 per
week, which according to the returns I pro-
duced tothe House theother day from Cobb and
Co. is a very moderate computation. I have
put down the passenger fare at thirty shillings
per head; so that the total sum available
from the traffic and passenger returns, as
they at present exist, would be £25,800.
Now let us see about the construction of the
railway. Supposing the railway cost more
money than the estimate of the Minister for
Lands. The honorable gentleman says it will
be more than £500,000. Let us, for the sake
of argument, suppose it is £600,000; the
interest of this at five per cent. would be
£30,000. I am basing my estimate upon
the supposition that ome train per day
each way will be sufficient to carry the
traffic. The honorable member for Maranoa,
or some other authority on railway matters,
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will correct me if my estimate upon this
point is wrong. Taking then, the 88 miles,
or, rather, the same distance both ways,
namely, 176 miles, at 4s. 6d. per train mile,
we arrive at £13,800 per anpum. This leaves
nearly £14,000 to pay the interest upon the
cost of construction, besides the working ex-
penses. We thus have only £16,000 to be
made up from other sources, and those other
gources should be this :—When the railway
is made, sufficient land should be sold at
intervals along the line. That land would
be naturally enhanced in value, and the land
sold in this way would make up the balance
of £16,000. If the honorable gentleman was
sincere, why did he not produce some such
moderate estimate as this? I do not in this
estimate take into account the returns from
the Cape River, which would be largely bene-
fited by the railway, and I take no account
of the large trafic of the Flinders and the
Flinders Waters, which would come from
Dalrymple. I maintain, sir, that if I had
the means of estimating the returns of
the Cape River and the Flinders country,
this railway at the present moment would
be seen to be nearly suficient to pay the
working expenses and the interest on the
cost of construction ; and yet, not one
single word came from that honorable gentle-
man to prove the desirability of making that
railway. I have grave doubts, sir, about the
honorable gentleman’s faith and sincerity
when he came to speak of that railway. I
have always had doubts of the intentions
of the Ministry to construct railways in
the Kennedy Reserve; but the moment
I saw the reserve marked out, I was
convinced they were not sincere, and
had no intention of making this railway.
Now sir, I have not a word to say against
the making of other railways, but what I in-
sist upon is this, that the people of the North
—the people who have hitherto been called
upon to pay the cost of the construction of rail-
ways both in the North and in the South,
should in no way be asked to payany portion of
the expense of making railways in the Wide
Bay and Burnett district, or in the Stan-
thorpe distriet. That they will be so called
upon is evident from the speeches on the other
side of the House. They willnot stay till the
land is sold ! No, the money is to be borrowed
first, and where 1s the interest on that money
to come from, or where is the cost of con-
struetion to come from? Not from the sale
of lands alone, for I say it is impossible that
the money derived from the lands alone will
ever make these railways. Supposing they
could, then I ask, whether it would be advis-
able or prudent? Even supposing the men in
the colony had money enongh to invest it in
lands to the extent required—if they could
spare it—I say that all the savings of the peo-
ple of Queensland would be required. Kven
supposing, as I say, that was possible, it would
not be desirable. Well, sir, one of the points
ot financial separation debated in this House
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is this, that adjustment of aceounts is required
at the outset of the establishment of financial
separation. A long outstanding account is

- owing—I need not go into figures to show

how much more revenue has been derived
from districts north of Cape Palmer-
ston than from distriets southof it, as that
has not been disputed ; the returns laid on
the table of this House from time to time
show that. According to my caleulation last
year, there was a quarter of a million due to
the people of the North for interest paid by
them on the money for making the Southern
Railway ; and I think no person will contend for
one moment that the people of the North
should be charged with the interest on money
borrowed to make a railway which benefits
one district alone, and which has enhanced the
value of property in that distriet ; for no one
can deny thabt since the railway was made,
the land in that district has been benefited to
the extent of 50 per cent. I think that no
person in the North can be called on to pay
one single penny of that. That is an out-
standing account, and I maintain that the
moment we agree to financial separation,
there must be an adjustment of accounts. If

" that adjustment does take place, what will be

the result to the North? At this present
moment, a quarter of a million is due to the
North for interest, and in five years that will
make a capital of a million. Thereforeisit not
better for the people of the North tostand by
this principle of financial separation, and to
have a million of money in five years, with
which they can make, not only this line from
Townsville to Charters Towers, but also
other railways in the North? Now, sir, I
think it is thoroughly well known to this
House that there 1s no honorable member
on this side of it who is opposed to the con-
struction of railways.

The PreMIER : Oh, oh.

Mr. Macrossax : The difference between
us and the Government is the mode of get-
ting the money.

Mr. Parmer: How to make the railways,
and where.

Mr. Macrossan : How to make them, and
where, as the honorable member says. I
think I have fully established my position in
this House as an advocate of railway con-
struction ; had I not been an advocate of it,
honorable members now on the Treasury
benches would not have been there, and
their predecessors in office would not have
been turned out. At the very commence-
ment of the session I compelled the party
sitting behind those gentlemen on the Trea-
sury benches—I say I compelled them to
adopt a policy of railways—a policy, sir,
which turned you out. Not contented with
that, some of the honorable members of the
present Government tried to ruin you poli-
tically. It was known before this House met
for this session, that not only were attempts
made to fasten upon you a particular rail-
way policy, but also other things for
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the purpose of disparaging you politically—
a policy which the present Government have
taken up, and which is so defectlve, that no
honorable member on this side, and no sane
man in the country, ean possibly adopt it.
T have no doubt, sir, that the Government
will have a majority in the division on the
second reading of this Bill. But even if they
have a majority, I have very grave doubts of
their sincerityinmaking this particularrailway
from Townsville to Charters Towers. I warn
them, however, that although I s}}all vote
against the second reading of this Bill, when
we go into committee upon it, and also
when we consider the Loan Estimates, if any
atbempt is made to shunt this railway oul of
the loan for the purpose of making the Wide
Bay or Sianthorpe lines, I shall be one to
avail myself of every form of the House
to obstruct them in doing so. -If they are
sineere in their promises to make railways,
they must make them all, and not make any
more in the South 'at the expense of the
North; and I think I shall be supported by
honorable members representing the Central
and Western districts, if the Government
attempt to shunt this railway out, in any
course 1 may adopt. At the same time, I
feel bound to vote against the second reading
of this Bill, as T believe the principle of it to
be bad. Although voting against 1t, it must
be understood thoroughly, that I am an
advocate of making railways wherever the
people of a district are willing to be charged
with the cost of construction, either dlrec_tly
or indirectly; not that every distriet which
wants to have money spent in it should have
a railway, but that they should first give a
guarantee that they will bear the expense of it
themselves, instead of ite being laid on other
districts which are not likely to be benefited
by it in any way. .

The PrEMIER: Mr. Speaker—sir, I do not
intend to take up the time of the House at
any great length, but I must express my regret
at the speech which has just been made by
the honorable member for the Kennedy.
The opinions of that honorable member since
last session have undergone an entire change,
and in fact, whilst listening to his speech, [
could hardly believe he was the same member.
At that time, sir, he was a staunch advoca?e
of the very principle we now propose, and in
proof of that, I shall quote his opinions in
veference to the Western Railway Bill.
Before I do so, however, I may observe that
the policy of the Government, as contained in
this” Bill, has been enunciated not only by
that honorable member, but also by almost
every honorable member opposite when dis-
cussing the question of financial separation.
The Government hold the opinion that
distriets benefiting by railways should bear
the cost of construetion of those railways,
and they found that, by making those lines
out of loan, the cost would bear unequally on
different parts of the colony ; and also because,
as I have pointed out, under the present
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system of single electorates, if we go in for a
loan, every honorable member would require
a railway for his distriet. Now, what were
the observations of the honorable member
last year on the Western Railway Bill, the
policy of which was the same as we now pro-
pose? He said that—

“ He agreed with the honorable gentleman so
far asthe policy of the Gtovernment was indicated
to be the sale of land for the construction of rail-
ways, instead of applying for loans for railway
purposes, because the system of loans always
bore unequally upon different portions of the
colony.”

He also said on the same oceasion that—

“ He should expect the Government to follow
the policy that they proposed in the extension of
all future lines ; it should be applied to the Mary-
borough and Giympie Railway, to the Bundaberg
and Mount Perry Railway, and to the Warwick
and Stanthorpe Railway.”

That is the very principle we are now pro-
posing—that the proceeds from the lands
shall be made to pay for the construction of
these railways, and 1t has been found impos-
sible to make them inany other way except on
the principle of finaneial separation. I will also
quote from the Finaneial Separation Bill of
the honorable member for Port Curtis, which
provided that—

“ All moneys expended upon the construction
of railways, improvements of harbors and rivers,
loans o municipalities, public works and build-
ings, voads and bridges, shall be deemed to be
local expenditure on account of the several
districts for which the same have been incurred.”

And the honorable member himself stated at
thetime that the object of the Bill was to saddle
districts benefiled by railways with the cost of
such railways. That is the principle we have
embodied in our Bill. Then again, these are
the words of the honorable member for Dalby
whom I am astonished is not an advocate of
our railway policy ; he said

“that the object of the Bill was to make the
interest on the public loan a charge on those
districts that benefited by that loan.”

This is the very principle we are going in for,
and I am really astonished to find that hon-
orable members expressing such opinions are
opposing this Bill, and setting their faces
against this simple measure of ours, which at
heart I have no doubt most of them approve
of.  The honorable member for the Kennedy
stated that there was not sufficient good land
in the Kennedy Reserve schedule to pay for
the construction of the Townsville and Char-
ters Towers Railway ; but there is inferior
land everywhere—some of the land between
Dalby and Roma is inferior. I may tell the
honorable member this, however, that there
is ample land of a superior quality in his dis-
trict in and around Dalrymple to more than
pay for the cost of construction of that railway.
It will cost only £588,000, whilst the sale of
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land will bring double that, in the same
way as fifty miles of the land betweem
Dalby and Roma will pay for that line three
or four times over. The honorable member
aiso said that we had no proof that the
‘Western Railway was a success as far as the
sales of land are concerned, and other honor.
able members have said the same thing; bat
taking the base line from Roma to Mitchell
Downs, there are 3,000,000 acres of really
good land, exclusive of 200,000 acres for
homesteads, and if that land is sold at only
5s. an acre, although some will fetch from
30s. to £2 an acre, it will pay for the con-
struction of the Dalby and Roma Railway,
without even selling one acre of what has
been spoken of as the inferior land between
Dalby and Roma, and at that cheap rate the
money can be readily found in the colony to
pay for it. I have no hesitation, sir, in
stating that the land in the Kennedy district
will bring from a £1 to 30s. an acre, especi-
ally theland inand around Dalrymple. With
regard to waiting for a trial of the working of
the Western Railway Bill, it is all moonshine :
there is no question but that the land in that
reserve will pay for the railway four times
over, besides making the line to Mitchell
Downs. The Government are in no hurry to
sell the land, as they have £250,000 to work
upon, which will be sufficient to construct a
third of the line its entire length; and when
money does run short, they will sell some of
the best land, but not till then, and they will
take very good care that the land will not
be frittered away, but that it will fetch
its full value. The honorable member for
Port Curtis was afraid that it would be
frittered away ; but I can agsure the honor-
able gentleman that it will not be. T confess
1 was the more astonished at the remarks of
the honorable member for East Moreton, as
that honorable member must know that this
Bill is infinitely superior to the Western
Railway Bill, so far as details are concerned.
T recollect that when the late member for
Clermont, Mr. Graham, proposed as an
amendment, that two miles on each side of
the Dalby and Roma line should be reserved
for homesteads, the honorable member for
East Moreton was opposed to it. Under this
Bill, we can set apart half of the lands for
homesteads, whilst, under the Western Rail-
way Bill we can only set apart two miles on
each side of the line for that purpose; yet the
honorable member supported that measure,
and now opposes this one, which is far more
liberal. The honorable member wanted to
sell the whole of the land by auction, and I
ask him, how he can reconcile that statement
with the statements he made a few evenings
ago when this Bill was last before the House ?
These are the words the honorable member
made use of when Mr. Graham moved his
amendment for setting aside two miles on
each side of the line for homesteads :—

“ He (the Secretary for Lands) did not see that
the amendment would be any improvement.”
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In fact, the honorable member objected to
any land being set apart as homesteads. The
present Government might, if they choose,
take the whole of these lands for homesteads,
but they would not do so; no Government
would do it. In all the reserves, a part
will be set aparf as homesteads, and so the
honorable member may rest contented that
the public interest will not suffer any more in
the hands of the present Government than
under the present Homestead Act in our
land system; and I believe just as much
settlement will take place under it as
took place under the Aect of 1868. The
honorable member for the Kennedy said
this railway policy was forcedupon us,
but that I deny. I plainly indicated the
policy of the Government when this House
met, namely, that we intended to go in for
five lines of railway, and that we intended to
male reserves in accordance with the prinei-
ple of the Western Railway Bill. We have
carried that out, and I have put our measure
before Parliament, so that I deny that any rail-
way policy was foreced upon us; my state-
ment, as reported in * Hansard,” will prove
that T am correet in what I now say. I am
not going into the reasons for making these
railways, but merely to answer some of the
statements which have been made by honor-
able members against this measure. I re-
gret that the honorable member for Port
Curtis should have stated that if theserailways
were commenced simultaneously, which of
course they would be, there was not suffi-
cient skilled labor in the colony to make
them ; and the honorable member, in con-
firmation of his statement, referred to the
Dalby and Roma line. Now, it is patent fo
any one who knows anything about that
line, that there were ten applications for
every man wanted, and that there were
hundreds of men that went washing and
shearing because they could not get employ-
ment on that line. - I can assure the honor-
able member, that without looking far abroad,
we shall readily find sufficient labor to make
all the railways we shall require for some
time. It is hardly necessary for me to answer
the arguments of the honorable member for
Maranoa, for they were insane arguments.
The fact is, that honorable gentlemen oppo-
site do not want a raillway any more than
the honorable member for Port Curtis wants
one, although that honorable member, when
outside the House, would lead the world to
believe that he is a staunch advocate of rail-
ways. It is the same with almost every
honorable member opposite. The speech of
the honorable member for Port Curtis, was
to the effect that he wanted no more railways
than those in eourse of construction. I was
surprised at the honorable member for Mara-
noa saying that there was not sufficient
money to carry on the business of the colony,
and at the same time to make railways. That
is absurd, for money will come here, even
from the old country, to buy land, just a3
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readily almost as that money could be got
for the purpose of making railways. But I
am not going further into this matter, or into
the finance question raised by the honorable
member for Maranoa, but if the honorable
member wants an answer, I will refer him
to a few articles which have recently appeared
in the Courier newspaper. 1L consider them
a complete answer to the policy put forth by
the honorable member, and that they are
excellent articles, although it is not often I
have reason to speak in favor of the articles
in that paper ; at any rate, they are a complete
answer to the honorable member. I do not
think it is necessary to go into the question of
whether these railways will pay, but I believe
that it has been shown that most railways
will pay in time, in particular that one from
Townsville to Charters Towers, and if the
land is sold it will pay for the construction and
maitenance of that line, and give a handsome
return. The honorable member for Carnarvon
has pointed out very clearly that the Stan-
thorpe line will pay, and I have no doubt that
every honorable member is prepared to show
how a railway in his distriet will pay, The hon-
orable member for Mulgrave; no doubt, can
show that the Bundaberg and Mount Perry
line will pay, and the honorable member
for Gympie, the Maryborough and Gympie
line ; in fact, those honorable members will
be able, no doubt, to make out as good a case
as the honorable member for C.arna_rvon. To
keep pace with the other colonies, it is abso-
lutely necessary that this broad policy of ours
should be adopted in order to promote settle-
ment, and open up this vast continent, which
T regret to say is devoid of navigable rivers.
The railways will be made without delay, and
T can assure the IHouse, that if this Bill pas-
ses, and we get the loan, these railways will
be pushed on as rapidly as possible. Asthere
are other honorable members who are desirous
of speaking, I will not detain the House
longer, but I hope that we shall come to
a division this evening, and thus be able to
get on with the other important business
before us.

Mr. MacDoxarp said : Sir, as the honor.
able member for the Kennedy and others on
his side have expressed their doubts as to the
sincerity of honorable members on the Gov-
ernment side in supporting the Bill from con-
seientious motives, I wish fo say a few
words before the question is pub. 1 contend
that the current of public opinion is entirely
in favor of railway progress; and I have long
held the opinion that where railway exten-
sions are necessary to open up and utilise the
good lands in the interior, it is better to com-
mence such extensions even a little too soon
than too late. We should, I think, take
warning from New South Wales and Victoria,
where they now have railways running for
hundreds of miles alongside macadamised
roads, which cost about £2,000 per mile,
and are now seldom used. Certainly our
Queensland roads are not of that substantial
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character, but from some causes—perhaps
higher rates of wages, or inability of men to
do as mueh as in eooler climates, one thing
iscertain—that under the present system road-
making is very expensive, and not altogether
satisfactory. Ifwe take the speech of the
honorable member for the Maranoa as an index
of the railway policy of the Opposition, the
only material difference seems to be in regard
to the mode of raising the funds for the cost of
construction. The honorable member for the
Maranoa says, “Borrow the money and do not
interfere with the lands until they are en-
hanced in value by railway communication.”
I think that is a very pleasant way out of the
diffi culty, and should be happy to support such
a system if eonvinced that it will be carried
out in its integrity and prove successful, But
I do not think it economic to borrow millions
of pounds, and have a large portion of
the amount lying for years at such
rates of interest as the colonial banks may
think fit to allow; such a state of things
will create very erroneous impressions of
prosperity and lead to rash speculations;
neither do I think it good poliey to keep the
lands locked up till the completion of the
railways, instead of encouraging bona fide
settlement along the lines in order to make
them reproductive. Holding these views, I
think it better that Parliament should deter-
mine the position and extent of the areas
necessary for railway purposes, and not leave
that power in the hands of any Government;
for at present they have the power, under the
Pastoral Leases Act of 1869, to resume any
portion of a run they may think proper.
There are few persons whose interests will be
more affected by the Bill than my own.
Every run which I own in the settled
distriets has been included in schedule No. 3;
but knowing that speedy railway extensionin
the Central distriets is so essential to the
prosperity of the people, who, in faet, con-
sider it indispensable, and believing as I do
that if the Bill is thrown out, railway exten-
sion will be indefinitely postponed, I feel
bound to leave my interest as a lessee out of
consideration, and to give the Bill my quali-
fied support. If I have felt any doubts on
that point, the speech of the honorable mem-
ber for Port Curtis has removed them ; for it
is plain to all who heard that speech that that
honorable member is directly opposed to the
construction of railways under any system.
I hope that if the Bill passes, the Government
do not intend to commence the whole of the
proposed lines for some considerable time,
otherwise the objections of the member for
Port Curtis may be to some extent justified ;
the labor market will be seriously affected,
and works of a private character brought to a
standstill. T approve of the principle of the
Bill in making the lands in each district
chargeable with the cost of railway construc-
tion. Tt seems to me the only way by which
the general public can be fairly asked to
consent to works of such magnitude; but L
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should decidedly object to any such radieal
changes as would follow if the Bill were
allowed to pass in its original shape, because it
would be ruinous to a large body of useful
colonists, who are entitled to the favorable
consideration of that House. I refer
more particularly to the pastoral lessees in
the Central and Northern district ; men who
have expended hundreds of thousands of
pounds in oceupying and improving their
runs and stock; men who contribute largely
to the revenue, by payment of rents and
Customs duties, and who, in their districts,
have hitherto been regarded as the chief
supporters of all classes. However, I con-
tend that whenever it can be shown that
large holdings can be otherwise occupied
with greater advantage to the colony or dis-
trict, the pastoral lessee must be prepared,
after receiving reasonable notice, to make
room for the men of smaller means. If that
is done gradually and judiciously, very much
of that antagonism which too frequently
exists between squatters and selectors will
be removed, and they will probably be a
mutual benefit to each other. The selector
will find profitable employment in certain
seasons of the year by contract work, such
as carrying, fencing, &c., and the squatter
can assist and advise the selector in the
choice and treatment of his stock. The
squatter must be prepared to see his run
eventuelly changed into numerous freeholds.
But the idea of throwing open immense tracts
of country simultaneously before there is
capital to purchase, or population to occupy
one-hundredth part of it, will, I contend, be a
reckless waste of the public estate. The
- squatter will be unnecessarily disturbed, his
credit jeopardised, and his very life harassed
out of him by scme few enterprising selectors,
who, by purchasing the choice, or watered
portions of his run, may leave the.remamder
comparatively valueless. A selection of 640
acres might in places destroy ten thousand
acres, so far as the squatter is concerned,
because, if his dams or permanent waterholes
were taken, his sheep must travel or perish.
The selector does not labor under that dis-
advantage, for, provided the land is equally
good, he can soon secure sufficient water for
his smaller requirements. The present posi-
tion of the pastoral lessees in the Central
districts, is far from being an_enviable one ;
they have much to contend with, and unless
their tenures are safisfactorily settled, and
that soon, many of them will become bank-
rupt, and their runs a desolate waste. OF
course the squatters there must not expect to
enjoy such a tenure as has been allowed to
the squatters in the southern portions of the
colony ; but their tenure should be such as
would justify them in expending large sums
of money in fencing out and destroyin

the game, otherwise the kangaroo, whie

are increasing to an alarming extent,
will soon destroy the runs. My object
in addressing the House at this length
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is not so much with a view to justify
the vote which I intend to give, but rather to
point out to members on both sides who are
desirous of legislating for the general good,
that in justice to all classes, certain amend-
ments should be made when the Billisin
committee. I think that the pastoral tenants
should not be in a much worse condition than
they are at present, and that the colony
would suffer to some extent through the de-
preciation in the pastoral interest. I hope
that the Government will exercise a wise dis-
cretion in allowing the squatters such
leases for the remnant of their runs
as will enable them to utilise those lands
until they are really requirel for public
purposes. I am sorry to find that several
honorable members whose interests are in
common with my .own differ from me on the
question under discussion, and I cannot help
thinking that they are biased by party feeling;
bur 1 hope they will seriously consider the
interests of their constituencies and those of
the general public before it is too late to
rectify the evil they may infliet.

Mr. SteveENsox said: I am sorry, sir, that
the speech of the honorable member who has
just sat down has been almost entirely lost to
this House, because there may have been some
argument, or some reason, or some apology
for a reason in it why the Ministry should
have introduced this Bill; for the Ministry
have signally failed in giving any reason
whatever. The only time the honorable
member for Blackall warmed up and became
a little intelligible and a little more eloquent
was when he commenced to talk about his
own runs, and the deduction from his speech,
as far as I could hear, was, that he would
give his opposition to the Bill as it at present
stands, but that he had been squared by the
Government baving told him they would
only resume half his run, and I am nof
going to try to refute that, because I believe
1t is perfectly true. I have been waiting
patiently until this stage of the debate to hear
some sort of reason, or apology, or excuse
from some member on the Treasury benches
why the Bill has been introduced at all, or
why the Ministry have so completely changed
their views on the railway question irf so
short a time, or how they can reconcile their
course of action now with their course of
inaction some months ago. The honorable
the Premier has told us that the reasons are
a matter for after consideration. Well, sir,
who ever heard of such a statement as that
from a Premier? Telling us that the reasons
for introdueing this sweeping measure is a
matter for after consideration! He told
us that honorable gentlemen on this side
of the House could tell how the railways
would pay. If that is the only excuse
for a scheme like this, I think it is time
something was done to prevent its being
carried out. The honorable the Attorney-
General certainly told us that he had long
ago explained to the House why the Ministry
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had said one thing before their constituents
and another when they came to this House;
but I for one have never heard the explana-
tion, and as a further excuse, he told us the
Bill was in print two or three weeks
before they met the House. But what
does this prove? Instead of being an
argument in favor of this measure, it
simply proves that the Ministry changed
their “opinion in a far shorter time than we
gave them credit for. These seem to be the
only reasons we are to_have for introducing
this measure at all. Now, sir, I intend to
deal with the measure more particularly as it
affects the district which I have the honor to
represent; but before doing so, I must pro-
test against the course adopted by the Gov-
ernment in this debate. Notwithstanding
the able manner in which the Bill has been
discussed on this side of the House, and
strong arguments have been brought to bear
against it, in fact it is only on this side of
the House it has been discussed at all ; for we
have had no discussion about the Bill en the
other side, and I do not believe any member on
the other side knows anything of the prin-
ciples of the Bill. In fact, I do not_beheve a
single Minister understands .the Bill, or ha.s
any conception of the effect it would have if
passed into law, which I hope it never will.
T hope, if this Assembly passes it, the Upper
House will show that they have more sense
than to allow such a measure to pass into
law. I protest against the principle of the
Bill, which is, as I understand it, to draw
capital from the sales of land to make rail-
ways, thereby impoverishing theState, which,
no doubt, must result ultimately in heavy
taxation. I think that must be apparent to
every one. It has been proved most conclu-
gively by the honorable member for Maranoa,
and by other members on this side of the
House, that such a measure must result in
heavy taxation. But I donot object to the Bill
onthis ground only. Iprotestagaimstitbecause
it proposes to deal unfairly withindividual dis-
tricts; and I shall deal with facts and figures
to show this. I do not intend to go into the
subject so far as it concerns districts I do not
know anything about. I shall only refer to the
Central Railway Reserve,and I shall draw the
attention of honorable members to the plans
and maps laid on the table of this House of
the line to Emerald Downs, and I should
like to point out the reason given why the
route has been changed from Lurline to
Clermont, to that from Lurline to Emerald
Downs. The honorable the Minister for
Lands gave us this as his reason :—

«I have been informed by Mr. Ballard that
the engineering difficulties would be much greater
than the line to Emerald Downs. The distance
would be somewhat less, but from the number of
crecks and rivers to be crossed, Mr. Ballard leads
us to believe that the best line for adoption would
be one from Emerald Downs, and afterwards to
Clermont ; because, although it would be some
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nine or ten miles longer, the engineering difficul-
ties would be considerably less.”

Now, sir, I think it was very weak on the
part of the honorable the Minister for Lands
to bring forward an argument like that,
when we have the maps in the House, and
any honorable member can go and find out
the distances for himself. Why, instead of
the extra distance being only nine or ten
miles, it is twenty-four miles, as the honor-
able the Minister for Lands’ own figures will
show it at a glance. His figures are these :-~
From Lurline to Emerald Downs, thirty-
three miles, and from Emerald Downs to
Clermont sixty-eight miles, making in all 101
miles. Now, sir, the distance from Lurline
direct to Clermont is seventy-seven miles,
and that at once shows that the extra dis-
tance is twenty-four miles. With regard to
the engineering difficulties, T am not going to
set myself up against the engineer, and say
the line can be taken that way, but I know
the country pretty well, and the only diffi-
culty I am aware of in the way is crossing
the Mackenzie River; and it would seem a
most extraordinary thing if the cost of 24
miles of railway would not cover the extra
expense of a bridge over the Mackenzie. I
shall now draw the attention of honorable
members to a petition presented to this
House a short time ago, which suggested
what ought to be the route of the Great
Northern Railway. That petition set forth that
the railway line should diverge from Lurline,
and one branch should go vid Clermont to
Aramac, and another vid Springsure to Tambo.
I shall give the distances. From Lurline to
Springsure, 45 miles ; and from Springsure to
Tambo, 130 miles; making in all 175 miles.
The distance from Lurline to Clermont, 77
miles; and from Clermont to Aramae, 170
miles; making a total of 247 miles. These
together, sir, make a grand total of 422 miles
in the routes I have mentioned. Now, sir, take
the distances of the routes as proposed by the
Government, and mooted in the speech of the
honorable Minister for Lands. From Lurline
to Barcaldine Downs is 233 miles ; the branch
from Emerald Downs to Clermont, 68 miles ;
and the branch from Emerald Downs to
Springsure is 43 miles, making a total of 344
miles; leaving a difference, in favor of the
Emerald Downs route and branches men-
tioned, of 78 miles. But look at the differ-
ence of the country the line will pass through,
and look at the extent of country these two
lines would open up, and the imp:rtance
of their cons‘ruction will be seen. The
honorable the Minister for Lands talked
about opening up the Aramac district.
Does the honorable member know what
is the length of the Barcoo River? Its
length from Tambo to its junction with the
Thompson is more than 300 miles, and the
Aramac is 150 miles north of Tambo, and
to the west and north of the Aramae there
is the large tract of country watered by
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the Thompson, Diamantina, and westerm
rivers. These two lines would open up a dis-
trict which I feel certain would make those
railways pay, and I do not see why the people
in the North should not have two branches
to their line as well as those in the South.
We do not ask the divergence to be made at
a point so near the coast as down here. The dis-
tance from Brisbane to Toowoomba, wherethe
line diverges to Warwick and Dalby, is only
some ninety miles, and from Roekhampton to
Lurline itis 141 miles, and I repeat that I can
seeno reason why the Northshouldnothavetwo
branches to iis line as well as the South. But,
sir, supposing for the sake of argument, the
Ministry are right in adopting the route to
Emerald Downs, why in the name of fortune
take the whole of the Peak Downs to con.-
struct that railway, which does not benefit
the Peak Downs at allP Does the honor-
able the Premier, or any member of the
Ministry know anything about the country,
when they talk about takingthe line from
Peak Downs to Clermont? The thing is
absurd on the face of it! Do they know
the distance between Clermont and Broad-
sound is only 145 miles, and do they
expeet that people will go to Clermont via
Emerald Downs to Rockhampton, a distance
of 245 miles, being an extra distance of 100
miles, for the sake of a run on the
railway? Talk about handicapping the
western seftlers with some twenty or
twenty-five miles of extra ecarriage, this,
gir, would be handicapping the Clermont
people with a vengeance. I say the land in
‘the Peak Downs distriet is being taken to
make a railway in another district altogether.
The Peak Downs people have no interest in
the railway to Emerald Downs whatever,
and I say itis an injustice which I hope
will not be done by this House. Talk about
settlement! The honorable the Minister
for Lands gave us as one of his strong-
est reasons for introducing this Bill,
that it would encourage settlement; but
I ask, how is settlement to be encouraged in
that portion of the colony if the whole of the
Peak Downs is taken to make a railway
through a scrub and a swamp? How will
people settle down on homesteads, as the
honorable the Premier said, in those re-
serves ? What is the use of making a reserve
on the Peak Downs, fifty miles away from
the railway? I say they are adopting the
very best plan to prevent settlement in the
North. It is well known that the land on
the Peak Downs is the only land between
Rockhampton and the Aramac fit for settle-
ment, and if this Bill comes into force, which
I sincerely hope it never will, there is no
doubt the squatters will buy up the whole of
the land, and settlement in the North will be
put an end to altogether. But, sir, there is
another matter. The Ministry have told us
a great deal about their sincerity in bringing
forward this railway scheme. Now, sir, the
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honorable the Premier pointed to the honor.
able member for Kennedy as being insincere
in voting for a certain railway scheme last
year, or some session long ago, and not
voting for a similar one now ; but even if the
honorable member for Kennedy has changed
his mind, why it is nothing compared with
the way in which the honorable the Premier
changes his mind. e would change it
every day if it would only snit his purpose.
Itis well known that he told his constituents
one thing, and then came to this House and
told us quite another thing, and he would
change his opinion every time he got up if he
had not that Ministerial statement of his to
refer to over and over again, until he has
worn it threadbare. But, sir, I was going to
point out that the insincerity of the Ministry
is shown in this way —When the HEstimates
were produced, there was £150,000 put down
for a raillway to Clermont, but it was not
intended to go to Clermont at all, and I taxed
the honorable the Premier with it weeks ago,
and he said it was put down for a railway
direct to Clermont, but afterwards he told
me in his own office that he had changed the
route. I should like to know, sir, why the
Clermont people should be deceived in that
way, and why the engineer was not consulted
as to the route before the Estimates were
prepared P 1 say the Ministry have departed
from the original railway policy they brought
down to this House, and which they said they
were prepared to stand or fall by, because I
maintain the railway to Emerald Downs has
no connection with the railway to Clermont
for which £150,000 was put down on the
Estimates. I do not believe the railway now
proposed will ever be used by the Clermont
people, and I protest against the railway
reserve being placed where it is; and I shall
strenuously oppose the whole scheme.

The CoronNiaLl TREASURER said : The hon-
orable member for Maranoa has been the
only speaker in this chamber who has gone
into the prineciples of the Bill now under dis-
cussion, and he has addressed himself both
here and through the columns of the Press to
the consideration of the subject in a very
comprehensive manner—in such a manner as
to indicate a desire to become a public educa~
tor of opinion on the merits of the Railway
Reserves Bill. The honorable the Attorney-
General, referring to the matter the other
evening, answered many of the arguments of
that honorable member completely ; but un-
fortunately he had not the advantage of being
equally reported with that honorable gentle-
man ; and I merely rise now for the purpose
of making a few remarks in connection with
the views which have been promulgated by
the honorable member for Maranoa, as well
as in connection with the opinions which
have been expressed by some honorable gentle-
men this evening. I think many honor-
able gentlemen, in addressing themselves to
the question, while approving of the prineci-
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ples of the Bill, allow the apprehension of
its operation to deter them from giving it
their impartial assent. I believe it will be
admitted that in a country in which the re-
venue is insufficient to defray the cost of the
construetion of public works, that in provid-
ing for such public works, three courses are
open. The first is that generally resorted to,
to borrow money outside the country for the
construction of such public works ; the second
principle is to pay for the construction of
such works in that commodity of which the
country possesses the greatest abundance,
and which can be parted with with the least
disadvantage of exchange; and the third
principle is to realise or provide out of that
commodity a sinking fund, by which the cost
of the construction of those works ean be li-
quidated. Now, Mr. Speaker, the first course
is that which is generally resorted to by colo-
nial financiers, and I have no doubt it has been
resorted to chiefly because it is more easy to
accomplish than any of the other means.
So long as the country is in good eredit, then
it is easier to borrow money for the purpose
of constructing public works than to have
recourse to either of the other methods I have
referred to, and it has also this advantage—
that it confers a certain amount of popularity
on the Government of the day that enters
into the construction of public works on such
a system, by giving them command of large
expenditure, and consequentpolitical influence
and power which attaches to large public dis-
bursements. In addition to these, it ereates a
certain amount of prosperity for the time
being, and is regarded generally as synony-
mous with prosperity. That is to say:
when a Government commits itself to
the borrowing of money for the purpose of
public works, people naturally regard it as a
time of general prosperity in the community ;
but there is no doubt 1t has been attended
with the disadvantage of establishing a per-
petual drain upon the resources of the country
in the shape of interest on sl}ch loaps., and
whether good times or bad times visit the
country thereafter, that interest has to he
met, and when the revenue of the country is
not suficiently elastic to provide for it, those
gradually increasing demands must in times
of depression provide the basis of a deficieney.
Accordingly we find so soon as one loan is ex-
hausted by the Government immediately
it is in contemplation to enter into another,
simply in consequence of the necessity of
keeping up a high-pressure speed of expendi-
ture to maintain that popularity which the
disbursement of large sums of public money
confers upon the Governmentof theday. Now,
as I have already stated, so long as the country
is in good credit ab home, and can plgce its
debentures advantageously, so long is this
system likely to be continued. But, sir, there
must be a limit to the power of borrow-
ing, and if loans should accumu}ate with
greater rapidity than the population or the
revenue of the country advances, it must in-
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evitably, sooner or later, result in stopping the
credit of that ecountry, and some other mode
of constructing its public works must be re-
sorted to. I do not think we have yet arrived
at that condition, but we have an example of
it in one of the finest colonies in the Austra-
lian group, which has almost exhausted its
borrowing powers. That is to say, its bor-
rowing powers are restricted by the loans
which it now seeks to obtain in the London
market being looked upon with comparative
disfavor on account of the large amount of
debt it has already aceumulated; and I think
if we take into consideration our position, and
contrast it with that of the mneighboring
colonies, we shall see that we ought to be
extremely chary in committing ourselves to
any very large amount of loan until we see
the countryismaking greater strides in popu-
lation and revenue than it appears to have ac-
complished during the last threeor four years,
We find, sir, that with our population of
173,000 souls, we have a public debt at the
present time of seven millions, which will be
inereased under the Loan Estimates now sub-
mitted to this Chamber to nearly nine millions,
or considerably over £40 per head of the
population. In proportion to our population,
we have a larger public debt than any other
of the Australian eolonies, and I think that
should point out to us the undesirability of
unnecessarily increasing that amount of
publie debt if we can possibly resort to any
other means to accomplish the same object—
that is to say, the construction of publie
works by any other means than that of
borrowing. Al the speakers, on both sides
of the House, during this debate, have been
unanimously of opinion that the construction
of railways is desirable; in fact, that we are
only commencing a system which ultimately
must be extended to much greater dimensions
than it has attained at the presemt time,
I, myself, believe that in the course of ten or
twenty years, railways, which we now regard
to a certain extent as luxuries, will be looked
upon as absolute necessities for the settle-
ment and opening up of the country. But
there are many considerations which will
have to be regarded before this is likely to
take place, and one of these will be economy
of construetion, which will have to be proven
before an extensive system of railway com-
munication is likely to be carried out, not-
withstanding that railways will have to be
provided for the growing wants of settlement
and population. The question then comes,
how are these railways to be constructed P I
have already alluded to the undesirability of
adding, at the present time, unnecessarily
largely to our rapidly increasing public debt,
and have urged that we should not resort to
that method, if any other be at all practicable,
When we look at the returns ot the railways
throughout the Australian colonies, we find
some interesting facts : in the colony of
Victoria, with a population of 823,000 people,
there ig an annual deficiency on the working



880 Railway Reserves Bill.

of its railways of £242,000; in New South
‘Wales, with a population of 606,000 people,
there is an annual deficiency in the working
of its railways of £90,000; in Queensland,
with a population of 173,000 people, there is
a deficiency of £160,000.

Mr. Warsm: Hear, hear.

The Coroniar TrEAsureR: I do not look
upon these figures in the same light possibly
as the honorable member for Warrego, and
I do not feel much encouraged by his ap-
plause, because, no doubt, his argument 1s
that railways are altogether unnecessary, and
undesirable here; that, however, I do not
believe, and that is not what I wish to
gshow; what I wish to show is, that until
the country is more largely settled, railways
will entail upon our annual revenue a consi-
derable loss until the circumstances are
altered.

Mr. Warsu : Hear, hear. That is exactly
what I meant.

The CorLowial TrEAsURER: I produced
these figures for the purpose of showing that
we must not trust to loans simply, and the
consequent interest to be paid solely out of
revenue. The second mode of construction
js one which meets with favor in many
quarters, namely, the mode of constructing
public works by paying the contractor in that
commodity of which the country has the
greatest abundance, and that Wi_th us i
land ; but, as you yourself have pointed out,
sir, in a previous discussion on a similar prin-
ciple to that which is contained in this Bill,
the principle is attended with the great dis-
advantage that the country which resorts to
it must necessarily pay more for the con-
struction of its publiec works than by paying
in cash. A contractor must doubtless add
to the legitimate profit of his eontract a cer-
tain amount for the risk of converting his
payment into money, for the delay which
will accrue in realising it, and for the ex-
penses consequent upon financing during the
process of construction. The third method
may therefore be considered, namely, that the
country which possesses a certain commodity
in abundance, and has that commodity at its
disposal, and can part with that commodity
with least disadvantage, will act wisely by
selling it, and providing funds for the con-
struction of public works. At the present
time, our land revenue, which is annually in-
creasing, is imperceptibly absorbed in con-
nection with public expenditure, and the
colony is actually receiving no tangible
benefit from the alienation of our Crown
lands. By the principle which this Biil
introduces, certain areas of territory are set
apart, out of the proceeds of which the public
works constructed in the locality are provided
for; and although it may not be—as the
honorable member for Dalby said the other
evening,in reply to the honorable the Colonial
Secretary—necessary to pay off the debt
which has been increased for the construe-
tion of such public works, when they
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themselves become remunerative, and pro-
vide for the interest econsequent upon their
construction—although it may not be abso-
lutely desirable to relieve the public eredi-
tor, it iz desirable that the money be
recouped to the Treasury, that it may be
employed in fresh works; otherwise, if it
were not regarded as probable that the lands
would ultimately defray the cost of con-
struction, we might immediately go into
the market and borrow on the principle of
the honorable member for Maranoa. But
the reserves which are set apart will doubt-
less be realised from time to time, and their
realisation will provide sufficient funds,
not only for the cost of construction, but for
the interest consequent upon such amounts
as may have to be borrowed to proceed with
the works of construction, and it is in that
light that speakers on this side of the
House have dwelt upon the desirability
of thegse reserves being held to extinguish
the capital debt—not, however, that when
the lands are realised the debt should be
wiped off ; but that the proceeds may
be employed in fresh works, and there-
by prevent the accumulation of the publie
debt, which would have to be increased to
carry out other public works in the colony.
The objection taker by the honorable member
for Maranoa is doubtless a very startling one
in the position in which he chose to place it ;
but honorable members in Opposition have
doubtless theright to find out the most vulner-
able parts of the Bill, and to magnify them for
their own purposes. The honorable member
accordingly dwelt upon the alarming conse-
quences that would acerue to the community
supposing capital were invested in these
lines, and withdrawn from legitimate pur-
suits. That would be a dreadful calamity
indeed, only there is that little word «if”
that prevents any reasonable man being ap-
prehensive that such a thing would really
take place. In the first place, the lands are
not placed in the market under such facilities
of aequisition as lands under the Crown
Lands Alienation Aect, and consequently men
in this colony who are most likely to invest
and take up land, would naturally do so
under that law which gives then the greatest
facility of acquirement. The Railway Re-
serves Bill applies more to a class of monied
men than the Crown Lands Alienation Act
does. It is essentially a Bill introduced for
a financial object, and with the view to
obtain by the realisation of lands in such re-
serves as large an amount of funds as possible
for the object for which the Bill is presented ;
and I would point out that while honorable
members have referred to the probability of
large amounts of money being introduced
into the colony from the outside for the pur-
chase ol these lands, they have omitted to
dwell upon another feature which, I think,
we shall really see accomplished ; and that is,
that the placing of these lands in the market
will introduece a class of settlers into the colony
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possessed of capital, such as arenotlikely tobe
attracted by the Crown Lands Alienation
Act. The Western Railway Reserves Bill
will doubtless attract men with means who
would not care for encumbering themselves
with the restrictions which hedge round
settlers under the Crown Lands Alienation
Act, and T am convineced, from that view of
the case alone, we shall see the passing of the
Bill into law accompanied by an influx of
capital that will bring about a prosperous and
very hopeful state of affairs. The honorable
member for the Kennedy ridiculed the railway
to Charters Towers, and said it was not
introduced until the Government found them-
selves in a fix. I need hardly take up the
time of the House to reply to this, except to
refer him to the Loan Estimates of last year,
where a survey of the line was authorised,
and consequent upon that survey, it was the
evident intention of the Legislature, by their
approval of it, to carry the project into effect.
The honorable member for the Kennedy
doubts the sincerity of the present Govern-
ment with respect to this railway. Well, sir,
I do not think he has any reason to doubt
the sincerity of the Government in desiring
to construct this railway. His suspicions, I
think, might be confined to honorable
members sitting nearer him, because I
think I have myself heard the honorable
member for Maranoa strongly object to a
former Government being asked to consider
the construetion of a railway from Charters
Towers to Townsville,

Mr. McIvwearra: When?

The Coronrat TreasureR: In the office
of the Lands and Works, when I was in
office there ; and I do not think he hasbecome
a convert lately to the construction of that
line, even on the loan principle, in which he is
such a believer. The honorable member for
Maranoa states that in borrowing, the whole
credit of the colony is pledged to indemnify
the public ecreditor; but, sir, I main-
tain that the publie faith is not interfered
with by this Bill. The whole credit of the
colony 1s pledged to the public creditor, but
provision is made for seeing not only that
this public faith is redeemed by the pro-
vision made in this Bill, but also that the
land revenue of the colony, which up to
the present time has been frittered away
in general disbursements, is specially con-
served for the former object. Under this
Bill, T say the land revenue of the colony
is directed to those public works which for
many years to come will require to be con-
structed throughout the colony. If rail-
ways, therefore, are to be constructed at all
~—and I for one believe they ought to be con-
gtructed —I contend that some principle
other than that of borrowing money pure and
simple will have to be resorted to. I detect
a smile upon the countenance of the honor-
able member for Kennedy, and no doubt he
smiles because he thinks what I am saying is
in direct contradiction to what I stated to

sw
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my constituents three or four months ago.
If the honorable member did me the justice
to read further into my speech on that
occasion, he would have seen that I did not
stultify myself at all. At that time the
Cabinet had not had an opportunity of meet-
ing, and the Government had not sufficient
information before them to warrant them in
going on with public works this session; and
what I said was this, that they intended in
a session to be held early next year to have
full and reliable plans of railway construction
by which railway extension could be pro-
ceeded with, and I do not see that I am in
the slightest degree laying myself open to
the charge of contradiction by advoeating,
as I do now, the construction of public works
throughout the colony which are now required,
and which will be required for many years
to come, The honorable member for Maranoa,
also, in the course of his remarks, referred
to the undesirableness of a railway from
Warwick to Stanthorpe. He was answered
pretty well by the honorable member for
Carnarvon ; but in reading the report of Mr.
Rae, the Commissioner of Railways in New
South Wales, Iwas very muchstruck withare-
commendation he made, which appeared to be
peculiarly applicable to the cirecumstances of
this eolony, and was a strong argument in
favor of the extension of our main trunk line
of railway to the Border. Ia his report, Mr.
Commissioner Rae says :— .
“It is worthy of notice that, although the
number of sheep in this colony is more than
double the number in Victoria, yet from her
geographical position, and in consequence of our
railways not having as yet been extended fo the
Riverina District, a large proportion of the wool
and produce of this rich and extensive portion of
our territory is carried by the railways of Victoria.
In 1874, the number of sheep in the two colonies
was as under :—
New South Wales... 28,872,882
Victoria e 11,225,206

And yet the number of bales carried on our rail-
ways was only 90,128, for which £28,702 was
received for haulage, while on the Victorian rail-
ways 238,152 bales were carried, and £50,612
received. The average weight per bale of wool
in grease is about 4% cwt. n New South Wales,
and 3% cwt. in Vietoria; and of washed wool,
3 cwt. in the former, and 24 cwt. in the latter.”

Now, sir, I think, if the words Queensland
were introduced for New South Wales, and
New South Wales introduced for Vietoria,
that recommendation would be exactly appo-
site to our own circumstances with regard to
the extension of the Stanthorpe Railway.
And now, sir, T come to the chief point of the
honorable member for Maranoa’s argument,
and it is, as usual, a very formidable one in
appearance. The honorable member states
that the total land revenue of the colony
amounts to £226,000 at the present time, and
if the system which is affirmed in this Bill be
carried out, the whole of this money will be
utterly annihilated for revenue purposes.
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The honorable member for Maranoa always
likes to pubt an extreme case, and has not
failed to do so now. The £226,000 of land
revenue at the present time represents land
revenue from every conceivable source en-
tirely outside of the lands in the railway
reserves.

Mr. MoIrwrarra : I never referred fo
anything of thekind in the speech I delivered
here the other night; but if the honorable
member is referring to anything I have
written in the papers, let him guote the whole
of it.

The Corowral TrEssURER: I am quoting
the figures, and I believe they were intro-
duced in a letter the honorable member
published in the Brisbane Courier ; but I_am,
generally speaking, putting them in the light
in which he placed them. He said that
£226,000 was the total of the land revenue of
the eolony to which the Treasurer could look.
I introduce this subject here, because I do not
feel disposed to reply, through the columns of
the Press, to the arguments and statements of
the honorable member, and because it is quite
pertinent to the subject in hand. I would
remind thehonorablememberthatthe totalarea
of land which is referred to in the intended
railway reserves, does not exceed, as stated
by my honorable colleague, the Minister for
* Lands, 15,000,000 of acres. My honorable col-
league has also stated that the cost of construe-
tion of these lines would probably amount to
£2,200,000—say in round numbers 2% millions,
and to provide for the construction of these
railways 5,000,000 of acres of land at 10s.
per acre would have to be sold ; but the profit
of these lands as revenue will not be lost or
withdrawn in any way until they are actually
gold. The honorable member does not choose
to consider that at all.

Mr. McInwrarte: I must interrupt the
honorable gentleman. If the honorable mem-
ber wishes to reply to the arguments I have
used in a newspaper, let him state them pro-
perly. I never used such an argument as he
states at all,

The Covoniar TressURER: I do not wish
to intrude unnecessarily upon a newspaper
article, nor do I wish to distort an argument,
but I challenge him to deny the fact that he
said if the principle of this Bill were afirmed,
£226,000 would be lost to the Treasury.

Mr. McIvwrarrg : No, no.

The Coronian TrREASURER : I have read
the letter very carefully, and the honorable
member goes so far as to contend that by the
prineiple of this Bill the Treasury is preju-
diced. I want to show that the Treasury is
not prejudiced. From the statement of my
honorable colleague, the Minister for Lands,
5,000,000 acres of land would have to be
realised ab 10s. per acre to produce the capital
necessary for the construction of these lines
of railway. At the present time, what do
these 5,000,000 acres produce to the revenue?
Something under £5,000 per annum. What
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would have to ineur for the construetion of
these railways under the pure and simple
loan system? At 4 per cent., 2} millions of
money would cost £100,000 per annum.
But, as I have already pointed out, these
lands are nol lost to revenue purposes to the
Treasury until they are actually sold, and I
again contend, when the lands are sold, for we
do not suppose they will remain depopulated,
there will be settlement upon them, and when
these lands change occupation and are oceu-
pied, as 1 fully believe they wust be by more
human beings than under the present tenure,
Tlook to a large increase of Customs duties and
otherincome to the general revenue,and inthis
light alone it is but a fair supposition that when
the lands do change their present tenure and
become setiled upon, a large increase of
general revenue may be expected. I have, I
think, shown that while the Treasury may
expect to sustain a loss of £5,000 derived now
from the sale of lands required forthe reserves,
and £100,000 will have to be paid for interest
on the money borrowed, we gain a large
increase of general revenue by changing the
tenure of these lands, and affording extra
facilities for settlement. This question can
hardly be viewed apart from the question of
immigration. The honorable member for
Maranoa 1is, I think, a strong advoeate for
immigration. Now if we wish to encourage
immigration, I think it is but right we should
show those whom we desire to attract to our
shores, that they will be placed in a prosper-
ous condition, and will not have to contribute
more than their fair share to the taxation of
the country. The principle which this Bill
afirms is one that does not oppress the
laboring classes as heavily as  borrowing
money would do, for I contend, that by bor-
rowing money for the construction of rail-
ways, we are adding disproportionately to the
burden of taxation which at the present time
is borne by the laboring and industrial classes
of this colony; they contribute more than
their fair share and proportion of that taxa-
tion, and the prineiple of borrowing fresh loans
and recovering it by taxation upon the
masses of the population, directly contraverts
one of the first principles of political economy
promulgated by Adam Smith, and assented
to by all subsequent writers on political
economy, namely, that the citizens of every
State ought to contribute to the main-
tenance of the government of that State
in proportion to their several abilities, or in
proportion to the revenue which they enjoy
under the protection of such Government.
That principle is completely set at naughi,
and it will be more thoroughly violated if we
persist in the principle inculeated by the hon-
orable member for Maranoa, that all our public
worksaretobeundertaken by borrowing money
introduced into the country for the purpose
of producing an inflated prosperity, thereby
adding to the taxation under which the
laboring classes suffer at the present time.

would be the annual interest of the debt you j Now,sir, there has been some capital sought to
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be introduced against this Bill on aceount of
the form and extent of these reserves, but I am
quite content to say that the reserves will
be open to amendment when the Bill is in

committee. These reserves in no way affect
the principle of the Bill, and I am
not introducing any novel doctrine In

making this statement, for honorable
members will admitthat when you, sir, intro-
duced the Western Railway Bill, the schedule
of it was altered from its orizinal form, and if it
is shown that these reserves are not made out
in the mostdesirable form,it will be the duty
of the Government to accept any amendment,
provided the principle of the Bill is not set
aside, and a sufficient area is set apart for the
urposes of this Bill. The honorable member
or Clermont, I think, made some remarks
about the line to Aramsac; he is more con-
versant with that part of the country than I
am, but I cannot forget thatitis only a few
nights ago that the honorable member for
Port Curtis ridiculed a railway line to Aramac
on the ground that it consisted only of two
stations and a bit of another. The honor-
able member for Kennedy also commented
upon the limited area of land taken up
since Separation, and triumphantly pointed
out that as far as the financial part of the
question was concerned, the Government
could not expect a large amount of suc-
cess from the experience of former years ; but

lected that land taken up under this Bill,
will be taken up under entirely dissimilar
circumstances, and that the throwing open of
these large reserves can in no way be gaunged
by the amount of land taken up under the
Crown ILands Alienation Act. By that Act
- menofhumblemeans were offered the opportu-
nity of taking up a selection, and they would
not take up more than they could afford to
cultivate or utilise ; but this Bill, being iutro-
duced as a financial measure, will attract a
different class of people, men with large
capital, who willtakeup large tracts of country,
and will turn them to a very different pur-
pose from that of the small selection men, as
they will be able to do, having large means at
their disposal. I counsider, sir, (that‘ if we
wish to give encouragement to immigration
proper—if we wish to see increased facilities
given to settlement—above all, if we Wlsh to
see large public works proceeded with, which
are not only necessary now but will be more so
every year—if we want to see this colony
flourish, it is our duty to consent to the
principle enunciated in this Bill. I will
also point out that there can be no possible
injury inflicted by passing this Bill, for if the
Western Railway is not a success, this
measure will simply remain inoperative. The
G-overnment do not wish to proceed with the
resumption of lands under this Bill for the pur-
poseofannoyingthe pastorallessees unlessthey
see that thelandsresumed can be alienated, and
as I trust, more profitably occupied. I must
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who has directed a very large and earnest
amount of attention to this Bill, has
enunciated views which might emanate from
a bank-parlor, but which is not that
broad statesmanlike policy which would
haveregard to the opening-up of the country,
and making provision for such works as are,
from time to time, required, and which would
direct the attention of that redundant amount
of industrial labor which exists at home to
the prosperous and remunerative field for
their employment which is presented here,
and which the Bill now under consideration
tends to encourage. We cannot do anything
that will tend more to attract the atten-
tion of the industrial working classes
at home, whom we are so anxious fo
have settled in this country. I do
hope that this Bill will be approved by a
considerable majority of this House, and that
the anticipations which I have, reasonably
T think, formed of it will not be disappointed.

Mr. Hary said : Sir, I rise to say that Tam
a consistent opponent of the present mania
for extravagant railway construction,and Tam
tlie more confirmed in this opinion by the
speech I have just heard from the honorable
the Colonial Treasurer. That honorable
gentleman has told us most unmistakeably
that the railways in Victoria, New South
Wales, and Queensland have not paid, and I

. want to show that, although Vietoria has
the honorable member should have recol- !

carried a great deal of the New South Wales
traffic, she has had £240,000 to refund, which
plainly shows that she has carried out a most
extravagant system of railways, and has more
to pay, than New South Wales, which has not
been so extravagant, and has about £90,000 to
pay, although she has given Vietoria a great
deal of her carriage besides. Thisis the whole
argument for those colonies, and then we
come to Queensland, and what do we find
here? Why, that she has been a great loser by
herrailways. Now,isit likely that we shall get
men with capital from Victoria or New South
‘Wales to come here and buy our lands for
the purpose of having railways construeted,
when we find that during the last nine years
Victoria has increased the number of her
sheep by twenty per cent., and New South
Wales by 200 per cent., whilst Queensland,
during the same period, has shown a con-
siderable decrease? There is no doubt, sir,
that we have less sheep than we had nine years
ago, at least 200,000 less, and therefore, to
expect capitalists to come from Vietoria or
New South Wales to purchase our land which
it has been shown will not produce sheep to
the same extent as formerly, is one of the
greatest fallacies T have ever heard uttered
in this House. The House must excuse me
for paying more atbention to these pastoral
matters, but L do so because I think every
man should stick to his own business. With
that decrease before them, surely the honor-
able Treasurer cannot expect men to come
here to take up large areas of land where the

say that the honorable member for Maranoa, | people who got that land so cheaply cannot pros
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duce sheep to advantage. Therefore, his whole
argument about inducing capitalists to come
from New South Wales and Victoria to lay
out their money here, is absurd. People who
have capital do not lay it outuntil they have
taken good care to see how the colony is
flourishing. Then we come to the small man,
the man of 5,000 acres ; it is supposed that he
will turn grazier, and to feed the railways, he
must do so. Well, supposing he commences
sheep-farming—as all my experience in New
South Wales and Queensland goes to prove
that it takes ten acres to run one sheep to
keep it in good health, he could only com-
mence with 500 sheep, and at the end of the
first year, taking the average price of wool
in the grease, for he would not go to the ex-
pense of washing, ab sixpence per lb., which
is more than it is worth, that would only give
him for 3,000 lbs. the enormous amount of
£75 for his 5,000 acres. Next year, he might
have 700 sheep, which might give him 4,200
1bs. of greasy wool, which, at 6d. a 1b,
would be £105, and as he must sell 200
sheep if he wishes to keep his stock healthy,
they, at 6s. a head, would bring in £60
more, so that at the end of the second year
he would have £165 to support himself and
bis family. That is all he would get in re-
turn for the capital of £3,500 which he must
have to purchase his land and sheep, and
make the necessary improvements; and I
think honorable members will say that
that is a very undesirable result for such
a large outlay. I may say this, that if
the Government will carry out a cheap
system of railways, combined with irrigation,
this small grazier would increase his returns
by at least 20 per cent., or thereabouts ; for 1
am quite positive, with the short summer in
America, I have seen an increase of 20 per
cent. brought about through irrigation. I
know that bonorable members will think that
I have irrigation on the brain; they used to
tell me that I had worms on the brain, but I
am confident that the colony will be ruined
unless irrigation is carried on with cheap
railways; if both are carried on together, i
will be one of the finest colonies under the
sun. As we are going on now, we must sell
the land to make the railways, and it will be
found in the course of a few years, when
there is a drought, that people will throw up
the land, and nothing will be produced. Sir,
we must, then, have irrigation, and it will be
found advisable to buy back the land from the
men who have bought it, at their own price, if
steps are not taken to commence a system of
irrigation with our railways; and I can assure
the honorable Treasurer, that if I saw the
least chance of carrying out a scheme of irri-
gation with railways, I should be glad to give
up my station, which comprises 400 square
miles, for 6,000 acres under irrigation; I
am positive, by so doing, I should be a
bappier and a richer man, for I should
feel that as long as my family lived, they
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of land. You might have travelled over
a hundred miles of Tiverpool Plains a
few years ago and have seen no more grass
than there 1s in this building, and I have seen
cattle there nothing but skin and bone, and
when T hobbled out my horse, I looked out
for an apple-tree or a swampy-oak for him.
It is very well for people who know nothing
of these things to talk about what a flourish-
ing colony this is, but in this colony I have
seen creeks that at one time had water
rushing down them, and had waterholes with
thirty-three feet of water in them, perfectly
dry, and when we get such seasons as this,
then people will think a little more of the im-
portance of irrigation. I expect a great
many men who laughed at me when I talked
about such things have not a sheep to their
name now. 1 saw it coming, but what was
the use of my talking? I am not a good
speaker, but 1 have my experience, and I
give it for what it is worth, and I say nothing
that is not founded upon my experience in
New South Wales and Queensland. Nine
years ago, I saw in Victoria a flourishing lot
of squatters worth their £20,000 and £30,000
a-year. 1 then told them that they were
destroying the colony as quickly as possible,
and what did they do? Why, when their
natural grasses failed they put in English
grass. Iasked them what that grass had done
tor England, and I said, “I am not going
to argue with you who are making your
£20,000 a-year, but if you live threescore
years you will repentit.” I am sorry to say,
sir, that fifteen months ago, Mr. Bell wrote
to me to say that where the English grasses
were most cultivated, there was most disease.
I do not care what people say of me, but if
they will only look at some of the papers I
have read in this House from Victoria, New
South Wales, and New Zealand, they would
see that where English grasses have been
most used there has been most disease.
About four years ago I killed bullocks, in a
district thought very little of as a fattening
country, weighing 14 ewt.; and I sent down
sheep which, when boiled down, gave 251bs.
of fat. That I do not think can be done on
the far-famed Darling Downs. We never
thought of railways in the old times, and T
ask whether they have increased the weight of
our sheep, or whether they have made meat
cheaper 1n this town? I say they have not,
nor have they made it cheaper in Viectoria ;
for not long ago £20 was paid for a bullock

for which, before the railways were made,
people would have considered themselves
lIucky if they got £3. Iam sorry, sir, to take
up the time of the House, because I know
that anything I may say will have very little
effect, but the time will come w hen it will be
found that these railways will bring the
colony into debt—that they will not bring
any benefit to it, that they will not make
meat cheaper to the working man, but dearer.
I should not have mentioned this at all, but

eould be supported on that 6,000 acres ; the honorable the Treasurer actually dragged
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the poor man into his speech. I say that
the best thing for the poor man would be to
get his meat at a penny halfpenny a-pound
rather than his loaf at a penuy ; for any man,
wishing his family to grow up healthy, must
make them consume as much meat as bread.
If these railways were to bring cheap meat
and bread to the poor man, I could fancy th_e
honorable member bringing him into his
speech ; but I say that although you may tax
the rich man to make these railways, it will
come on to the poor man’s back afterwards,
and if there is not the money to pay the poor
man, then his wages must come down. I
have seen them come down to £18 a-year—I
can remember all these things—and 1 should
not like to see such a state of things again.
I heard a great deal about railways, and the
population and wealth that would follow the
construction of one to the Darling Downs ;
but did it do so ? Did it not rather bring down
hundreds of starving men down to Brisbane
with the intention of rushing Government
House? Had wenottoestablish relief camps fo
find those men food for their families? And
such will be the case again perhaps. This is
a railway mania to get men to the colony who
having spent £3,500 to get 5,000 acres.of laz}d
and put some improvements upon it, will
receive at the end of the year £163 for the
support of themselves and their families.
Can any man get up and show me thatsucha
man can do better with his 5,000 acres of
land ; you may talk abous the Darling Downs,
but I say that it takes 10 acres to a sheep on
those Downs. No man would be more
delighted than I should be to see railways,
and if the Treasurer will say that we can get
them made for £3,000 a-mile, T should not
object to them so much, but I am positive
that when the line is completed to Roma,. it
will be found to have cost nearer £8,000 a-mile,
I am as positive of it as I am sitting in this
House. I told honorable members when I
voted against that extravagant railway
from Brisbane to Ipswich, it would cost
nearer half-a-million of money than any other
amount, and I believe my words have come
pretty well true. 1 only hope the Govern-
ment, before they pledge themselves to these
railways—before they commit the country to
the construction of extravagant railways,
they will pause in the matter; and even now,
at this hour, withdraw this Bill, which is
certain, instead of increasing the wealth of
the colony, to bring destruction upon it.

Mr. Groou said: In the interests of the
ecountry, sir, I am quite aware of the import-
ance of the subjeet before the IHouse. In
fact, I may say, sir, I do not think a more
important subject has been introduced by this
Government, or any other Government for a
long time, and it is a subject which honorable
members ought to give serious attention to
before being called upon to record their votes
on this question. I have given the subject
very grave and very serious consideration,
such as I consider its importance deserves,
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and T cannot, asan old member of the House,
forget the early days when the colony was
rushed into a railway system. I cannot for-
get this fact, sir, that for want of proper
information being laid upon the table of the
House—for want of competent engineers to
make the necessary surveys of the different
routes of the railways then entered upon, the
country has been committed to almost
unlimited expenditure; and that the debt we
hear so much about, and the interest we
are now called upon to pay, is entirely
attributable to the hasty rashness of our
early legislation in connection with a rail-
way policy. If that is the case, I say
it becomes a duty, in considering the Railway
TReserves Bill now before the]House, for hon-
orable members to give careful attention to
it, and to take care that we shall not be led
into similar errors again. Now, I must con-
fess, that of all the speeches I have heard on
this measure since its infroduction by the
Government, the most damaging speech has
been made by the honorable the Colonial
Treasurer himself; and I frankly confess I
was somewhat surprised at that speech,
because I was under the impression that the
honorable gentleman was about to reply to
the arguments adduced by the honorable
member for Maranoa, and that he would
bring forward something like arguments to
show the honorable member he was mistaken
in his arguments, and the views he had taken,
and that the Government were justified in
tendering it as their policy. But, sir, instead
of the honorable she Colonial Treasurer con-
futing the arguments of the honorable mem-
ber for Maranoa, he proceeded to show how
railways in New South Wales and Victoria
had praectically proved a failure, and that, as
tar as our own railways are concerned at the
present time, we were losing £160,000 a-year.
‘Why, sir, a stronger argument in favor of the
discontinuance of a policy of railway exten-
sion until the colony was in a better position
to afford it, could not be advaneced than that
brought forward by the honorable the Colonial
Treasurer. I confess, if I had been arguing,
I could adduce some very strong reasons why
a railway policy should be sanctioned by this
House—much stronger than those advanced
by the honorable the Treasurer, and I must
say, that when I was listening to the speech
of that honorable gentleman, I could not help
thinking there is not a unanimity of opinion
on the Treasury benches with regard to this
Bill, because the speech of the honorable the
Minister for Lands was of such a sanguine
character, and held out such high expecta-
tions as to what was likely to result to the
colony from the carrying out of this Bill, that
when I came to compare it with what the
honorable the Treasurer pointed out was
likely to accrue from railway construction,
I began to think, that after all, the speech of
the honorable the Treasurer before his con-
stituents was the true policy of the Govern-
ment—that is, rest and caution until the
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colony was more advanced for railway con-
struction. Now, as far as the principle of
railway reserves is concerned, I confess I see
no great objection to it; but I, for one, do
take very decided objection to the Govern-
ment exciting in the public mind an undue
anxiety to purvchase land. I consider it
would be ruinous to this colony for the
Government to rush a large quantity of land
into the market for sale for the purpose of
raising funds to construct railways or other
public works in the present condition of the
colony. Why, sir, in the comparative state-
ment of the consolidated revenue, issued by
the Treasurer no later than last Saturday,
which I think ought to be a very correct in-
dex of the prosperity of the eountry, I find
that there is, practically, a deficiency so far
as the revenue is concerned; aadalthough
it only shows a small deficiency of some-
thing like £226, if we deduct the £8,000
which has accrued from the large in-
flux of Chinese to Cooktown, then there
is a deficiency, during the quarter, of
something like £8,000 or £9,000. That indi-
cates to me what we have heard for some
time, that there are premonitory symptoms
of acrisis. It maynot beavery severe one, but
it certainly indicates a erisis.  Andin looking
over the bank returns, what doI find? There
gir, I find thatthe notes in circulation amount
to £336,497; the deposits in the banks
amount to £2.806,568, so that the amount
due by the banks to the colony is £3,233,065.
But against that, gir, there are discounts and
advances by the banks to the colony,
£3,147,437, showing that the colony has only
advanced to the banks in reality £83,628;
and I say, if you accept the policy of the
‘Western Railway Aect, and rush five million
acres of land into the market for sale, the
banks must advance capital to purchase that
land, and the result will be that the banks
will be compelled to restriet discounts, and
in this way we shall be taking the very course
to facilitate a commercial crisis. T do not
attach any importance to the statement that
we are going to have a large influx of young
men of capital who will purchase land in these
railway reserves. I canwell remember when
the honorable member for Rockhampton in-
troduced the Land Act of 1868, assisted by
Mr. Fitzgerald, the same thing was promul-
gated on the floor of this House. We were
told that we should have a large number of
young men coming to the colony, with capital
to invest in land, which was to be the panacea
for all the evils that Queensland had been
suffering under ; but what did the honorable
the Minister for Lands tell us a short
time agoP——that he did not believe the
Tand Aect of 1868 had been the means
of settling more than ten or a dozen of
those young men in the country. And if
the Land Act of 1868, which proposed to
give land away—7,560 acres being the maxi-
mum area of second-class pastoral land, with
ten years to pay for it at sixpence an acre—if

- £90,000,000 a-year.

thatwasnotaninducement tothose young men
to settle inthe colony, I do not believe they will
be likely to invest in freeholds at ten shillings
an acre, as proposed in this Railway Reserves
Bill. I do not attach much importance to
that, and my own impression is, that the idea
that young men of capital will come here to
buy land is a perfect mvth. Then, nothing
has been said with regard to the present
occupiers of those lands. Would any one
suppose that a large holder of land in the
Western district, through which the railway
will pass, would allow men to come here and
buy land under his nose when he could make
arrangements with his bank to buy up the
whole of it? That would be the result of it.
I read the other day that there is an agitation
at Roma at the present time to have the land
in the Western Railway Reserve sold in that
town instead of Brisbane, and it is simply be-
cause they know the cholce portions, and that
it would go info the hands of capitalists, and
instead of facilitating settlement, there would
be no settlement at all, Thave not the slightest
objection to the Government setling apart
reserves in the distriets through which 1t is
proposed to construct these railways—not the
slightest in life; but I do maintain that in
the present position of the colony it would be
a retrograde policy to sell the land for the
purpose of constructing railways, when we
can go to the English money market and
borrow whatever amount we require for their
construction. Since the discussion the other
evening, I have been reading very carefully a
work by the-Right Honorable James Wilson,
a standard authority on capital, currency, and
banking, and T find he points out in 1845, at

the time of the great commercial ecrisis

when railways had eaten up millions and:
hundreds of millions of capital in England—
I find that even then the accumulated capi-
tal in Great Britain, with the interest or
the profits arising from the capital invested.
amounted to £45,000,000 annually; and I
find from another authority of more recent
date, that in 1874 the accumulated capital in
Great Britain amounted to something like
Now, will any one tell
me that English ecapitalists, who have money
to invest, would not twenby times sooner
invest it in a colony like this than in Peru-
vian, Egyptian, or Turkish bondsP It is
perfeetly absurd to say that our credit would
be damaged if we went in for a new loan. It
may be quite possible for the honorable gen-
tleman to quote the colony of New Zealand,
where they had a Premier who evidently had
his own ends to gain, and went to England in
search of his knighthood, and as soon as he
attained his object—after having got the
colony in debt to the extent of seventeen
millions—he turned his back on it, and will
now no doubt live in state in England as
Agent-General. There is no doubt the Eng-
lish capitalists would not be disposed to lend
money to a colony like that, which has gone
to most extravagant expenditure without con-
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sidering the consequences ; but in a colony
like this, where I, for one, rejoice to say we
have a strong and vigorous Opposition, who
are prepared to restrict expenditure of that
kind, I say the English capitalist will not
have the slightest uneasiness in lending to the
colony whatever money it may require. And
it we look at South Australia, what has been
the policy there with regard to public works?
We find that the late Premier was prepared to
go in for a bridge across the Murray, and rail-
ways in different directions, something like
what is proposed by the present Government
here, and he proposed to go into the market
and borrow £2,500,070 for the purpose of
carrying out those publie works, and he was
so anxious to inspire confidence in the minds
of the English capitalists, that he proposed to
impose a stamp duty, the same as we
have in this colony, to pay the interest
on the capital borrowed. Well,- he was
defeated by a majority of one in the
Upper House upon his publiec works policy,
and the present Government have been
obliged, such being the state of public opinion
in that colony, to carry out that policy,
although not in the same form, without
inereasing the revenue by the stamp duty, and
the measure has been acceptable to that
colony. Now, if the South Australians
consider they are justified in borrowing to
that extent, what is to prevent Queensland
doing the same? We shall have large re-
serves as security for the money that may be
advanced to us. We can tell the capitalists
we have large areas of land set apart as
reserves for the construction of railways, and
as soon as the railways are formed, we will
be able to sell that land with advantage, and
the loan will be recouped in that way. That
is a lusiness-like way of carrying out such
undertakings; and I sympathise entirely with
the principle laid down by the honorable
member for Maranoa. I will not say itisa
bank-parlor policy; I say it is a sound
finaneial policy for a young colony. But I
maintain it would not be a wise policy to
withdraw from the banks three millions of
money for the purpose of forcing investment
in the public lands. There is no necessity
for it, and more than that, I contend that until
we have the experiment of the Western
Railway Act fairly tried, this Housq has no
right to sanction any further experiment of
that kind. I should very much like to
see an experiment tried under that Act in
the shape of a land sale; and while on this
point, T may say, that when we are about to
construet five or six lines of railway, it is the
duty of the Government—as pointed out by
the honorable member for Kennedy—to sup-
ply the House with some data as to the cost
of their construction. We have not had the
glightest information on that point, and
before I give my adhesion to any one of the
lines of railway the Government propose to
construct, I must be satisfied that I am
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giving my vote for a safe and wise undertak-
ing. I will insist on that, in consequence of
the errors we have fallen into before. We
have heard from the honorable the Premier,
that Queensland at the present time possesses
a population of 170,000 souls, and the public
debt is something like £40 per head of the
population, and what has brought about that
debt? Nothing but entering into a railway
policy without clearly understanding what
we were about. T can quite understand how
it occurred. 'We were informed by our first
Chief Engineer, Mr. Fitzgibbon, that the
whole line of railway from Ipswich to Too-
woomba could be completed for £8,000 a-mile,
and we find it has eost £16,000 a-mile, and
more. That is why the honorable the Trea-
surer can tell us the debt of Queensland is
£40 per head of the population ; and bearing
that in mind, 1 say it would be unwise to
enter upon additional railways until full in-
formation is given to us with regard to their
necessity, and the cost of their construction.
This little volume which I hold in my hand,
points out exactly the same thing. I do not
say that theoretical writers in England ought
alwaystoguide usin our deliberations, because
I think we ought to exercise our own common
sense, and judge of our own necessities by our
own circumstances, and what is occurring
amongstus. But I say, in a eolony which has
no navigable rivers, which is almost level coun-
try in many places, where access to the
interior 1s almost impossible in extremely
wet and dry seasons, and it is difficult to
carry on traffic and get supplies, if railways
can be constructed cheaply, they are un-
doubtedly the best mode of transit we could
adopt. That, no one can dispute ; but at the
same time, we may rush too extravagantly
into railways, and with the limited popula-
tion we have, I think it would not be wise to
go to extremes too rapidly. This writer
remarks -

“ However free we are to admit the advantages
of railways as a means of investing the accnmula-
tions of the country, it is mnevertheless a most
essential thing that we should not attempt to
carry out those improvements faster than the
capital of the country will permit, and perhaps as
much so in order that the construction of lines in
useful and beneficial positions should not be pre-
vented or rendered impossible for a long period,
by the attempt to construct a great many lines in
inferior and less important situations. Looking
to the development of the system so far, it would
be difficult indeed to say in what situation a rail-
way would not be a great benefit, and where it
might not ultimately be profitable. But it must
be obvious that what would be desirable for an
individual to do, if he had sufficient capital, is
one thing, and what it is prudent to attempt or
possible to do without it, is another thing alto-
gether. So it is exactly with the nation. - Much
may be desirable that is not possible; and an
attempt to do all that even on good grounds
appears desirable may prevent even the best part
being accomplished ; or may so far derange the
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application of the capital of the country in other
more important and regular channels, as to do
much temporary mischief for which even the per-
manent advantage of railways will not compen-
sate ; and which, from the same cause, may prove
ruinous to those undertakings themselves—for
they cannotinjure the public without more imme-
diately injuring the promoters.”

I say that is exactly what would oceur here
if we were to withdraw capital from the banks
to purchase land. We would restrict the
operations of banking institutions, and re-
striet and damage the credit of the colony to
a very considerable extent. Now, so far
as the railway reserves are concerned,
I would desire to point out exactly in
what position the Darling Downs stands in
relation to those reserves. We have just
passed a Crown Lands Alienation Act, which
presumably sets apart the whole of the
Darling Downs as a homestead area, and the
extent of land any person can select in that
area is 160 acres; but according to a certain
clause of the Aet he may make a conditional
purchase of 640 acres. But what do we find
the Government doing? The Southern
Railway Reserve is presumably for the con-
struction of the line to Stanthorpe ; but they
hive taken away a large portion of the
Downs, the whole of the commonage of the
town of Warwick, the whole of ‘Rosenthal
Run, alarge portion of Yandilla, and it goes
within sixteen miles of the town of Dalby, so
that the whole of the land that would be open
to conditional purchase is taken away from
the Darling Downs and classed as a railway
reserve, presumably to be sold at auction at
10s. an acre. That is exactly how we stand
in relation to the railway reserve on the
Darling Downs ; and I confess I am unable
to give my adhesion to such a reserve,
because it would most undoubtedly have a
tendency fo restrict settlement. I do not
mean to say that if the principle is to be a
general one—if the House affirms the princi-
ple that throughout the colony railways
shall be constructed by the sale of land, that
portion of the Darling Downs’ lands should
not go towards the construction of the Stan-
thorpe railway; but I should like to know
why it should go within sixteen miles of
Dalby P Already they have taken 90,000
acres from Jimbour, and 22,000 acres from
Cecil Plains in the Western Railway Reserve,
and if they take 16,000 or 18,000 acres more
from Ceecil Plains, from 20,000 to 30,000 acres
from Yandilla on this side of the Condamine,
to construct the railway from Warwick to
the Border, I say the scheme is most unjust
as far as that district is concerned, and, in
fact, settlement on the Darling Downs will
be entirely retarded. The effect will be, that
if that land is sold, it will all go into the hands
of capitalists. If they take 22,000 acres
from Yandilla—TI think it is something more
—25,000 or 30,000 acres—and offer it for
sale at 10s. an acre, without a doubt, Gore

and Co. would purchase every acre ofit. It
would suit their purpose. .

The SucrETaRY FOr PuBLic Lawps: It
has fetched more.

Mr. Groom : If it has brought more, then
the small man is unable to buy it. I do not
attach any great importance to the small man
buying, because, if the land is put up in large
bloeks, the small man will not be able to buy.
Already, we have had experimental sales of
land on the Downs; on Cecil Plains and
‘Westbrook, and Felton land has been sold,
but the small man has not been able to get
it at auction, and it remained until it has
been entirely bought up by the owner, who
has been able to make arrangements with the
banks for the consolidation of his runs. And
what has been done there, will be done again
all round Warwick and Yandilla, and other
parts of the Downs. The owners will make
arrangements for the consolidation of their
runs, and the whole of the land will pass into
the hands of one or two individuals, and not
into the hands of the small men. The honor-
able the Colonial Treasurer said the Govern-
ment had no objection to a modification of
these reserves ; and I do not see why the land
in those reserves, and even in the Western
Railway Reserve, should not be open to
conditional purchase as well as homestead
selection. What difference can there be, so
long as the Government get proper value for
the land P If the principle of conditional
selection is good, it should be embodied in
the railway reserves system just as much as
in the case of the lands proposed to be re-
sumed by Parliament, on the motion of the
honorable the Minister for Lands. Now, as
far as the Bill itself is concerned, I have no
particular objection to it. I believe that the
prineiple of reserving land along the lines
where we construct railways, is a good one,
and I wish it had been adopted in connection
with the construction of the line between
Ipswich and Toowoomba. Had it been so,
I believe a considerable saving would have
been the result, and the colony would not
be burdened with the heavy debt it has
now; and we would not hear the just and
reasonable complaint of the honorable mem-
ber for Kennedy, that the people of the North
have to pay the interest on the construction
of a railway which is no benefit to them what-
ever. As far as that principle is concerned, I
have no objection to adhere to it; but the con-
struction of the railways is a different ques-
tion altogether, and T shall reserve to myself
the right to take any course of action I may
consider necessary or advisable when that
question comes before the House ; and 1 warn
the Government now, not only on my own part,
but for several other honorable members as
well, that before we can give our adhesion to
making any of the lines of railway now pro-
posed to be constructed, we must have evi-
dence before us to show that those lines are
absolutely necessary for the public benefit,
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and the general advancement of the colony.
I do not believe in encouraging immigration
for the mere purpose of placing men on the
public worksof the colony. IfTIunderstandthe
question of immigration rightly, it is to settle
people on the public lands, and make them
permanent colonists, and not a mere ephemeral
kind of immigration, by employing people on
public works, and they arehereto-dayand gone
to-morrow. We have had enough of immi-

ration of that description for years. We
ﬁad a lamentable exhibition of it when men
after being discharged from the works in con-
nection with the Toowoomba Railway in 1866,
came down here, and almost made an attack
on the Government House under the belief
that they had been deluded to the colony
under false pretences. I say there is no
necessity for repeating any schemes of that
gort. If immigrationis to be continued, I hope
a well-digested and well-founded scheme will

be established, not merely to employ men on |

public works, but to settle them on the
lands so that they may become permanent
colonists. I have no doubt the Government
will be able to make out a just case for the
construetion of these lines of railway. Ipre-
sume they have not placed large sums on the
Loan Estimates without being prepared to
justify the course they have taken, and to
show that this course is necessary to advance
the prosperity of the colony. If they make
out a good case, I shall have no objection
to give them my support; but I am not
going to be led into what the honorable
member for East Moreton termed a bogus
scheme of railways. I do not forget the
words of warning which fell from the late
Treasurer. I know they werein some respects
calculated to mislead some honorable mem-
bers; but there is no doubt that, as a finan-
cier, that gentleman was one of the best Trea-
surers we ever had, and that warning was
that some of these proposed railways were
bogus schemes. It may be that he made an
assertion which is not a fact, and the Gov-
ernment may show these railways are neces-
sary to open up the resources of the colony,
because, E take it, the main object to be
aimed at in the construction of railways is
the development of those resources. And if
it can be shown that the construction of any
one of these railways will develop the re-
sources of the district through which it
passes, I shall have no objection to give my
support to the Government to carry it out.
But it must be on the principle that the
money shall be borrowed in the English market,
and not by the undue sale of the public lands.
I consider the Government are the trustees
of the people, so far as the public lands are
concerned, and it is not their business by
legislation to encourage a system of gambling
i those lands, and I say by placing them
in the market and offering them in large
areas at certain intervals of time would be
inducing gambling, to the injury, as I said
before, of the trade and commerce of the

[10 OcrosER.]

Railway Reserves Bill. 889

country by restricting banking operations,
and injuring the whole circulation of the
colony. I am just as much in favor of a
public works policy as the present Govern-
ment, but I say that any public works policy, if
not entered upon with great care and delibera-
tion on the part of this House, would be the
means of involving usin serious evils here-
afier. The public works policy entered upon
in the early history of the colony necessitated,
in 1866, the imposition of ad valorem duties
and stamp duties, and I do not think we
ought, by any action of ours, to run the risk of
having to resort to additional taxation. The
colony is sufficiently taxed already, but I do
say it is quite possible to proceed with a
judieious system of econstructing railways and
public works ; and the increased value of the
land inwhich those works would be constructed,
would itself be sufficient remuneration for the
additional eost; and I shall deprecate any
additional taxation at the present time, be-
cause the people of the colony are sufficiently
taxed already under different forms. I have
no objection to vote for the second reading of
the Bill on the understanding that certain
modifications are made in committee, and if
those modifications are not made I shall have
no objection to join with the honorable
members in rejecting the Bill on the third
reading.

Mr. Fryar: After the extraordinary state-
ments made, and the extraordinary arguments
advanced in discussing this question, one of
the most extraordinary being that of the
honorable the Premier, I am glad to see
that honorable gentleman within hearing,
although he is not in his place. The Premier
quoted from * Hansard,” to show that I
opposed a certain amendment last year in
reference to homesteads in the railway re-
gerve, and although I have not verified the
quotation, he no doubt quoted ecorrectly. I
have the Western Railway Act in my hand,
and the sub-sections enacted previous to the
amendment to which he refers provide
that Crown lands in the reserves may
be leased, and otherwise alienated under the
provisions of the law in foree for the time
being relating to the selections of homesteads,
in township reserves, and so on. We had
already provided that we might alienate any
quantity of land in these railway reserves as
homestiead, or in township reserves, which
means conditional selection. The words
quoted could not have better proved my
position. The objection I took was, that we
were setting apart two miles on each side of
the line, admittedly the very worst land
known in the colony—the land from Dalby
to Roma ;—and, therefore, I said it was no
improvement to provide that those four miles
of land along the line should be set apart as
homesteads, when the Government had the
power to set apart any land they choose as
homestead or township reserves. I may
further improve my position by saying that
my first work after the session was closed
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last year, was to go up to that railway reserve
to look out the best land I could find for
township and homestead reserves in the
neighborhood of Roma, Surat, the Mitchell
Township, Hodgson, and one or two
other places. The Premier was, therefore,
altogether at sea in giving this as a proof
that I had changed my policy since last
session. I rise, however, more especially to
refer to certain statements made in reply to
my own remarks by the Minister for Lands
on a former occasion during the diseussion of
this question. I would not bave risen, but
for the persistent manner in which I was
made by the Minister for Lands to appear
as having misunderstood the Bill, in respect
to homestead selectors. I think I most
distinctly stated that the tin miners around
Stanthorpe would not be able to make
a selection, unless they were content with
the area allowed in a homestead area, and
could reside personally, or were prepared
to pay cash down for the land. My objec-
tions are, that conditional selection is prac-
tically annihilated in the settled districts of
Moreton, Darling Downs, and Wide Bay
and Burnett, from causes altogether apart
from this Bill, and that this Bill annihilates
that description of selection in the unseitled
districts of Darling Downs and the Burnett,
as well as that important part of the Central
distriets ineluded in the Central Reserve, and
embracingthesettlements at the copper mines
in the neighborhood of Clermont and Copper-
field. 1 say that this Bill annihilates condi-
tionalselection properly so called, inthe South-
‘Western Railway Reserves, where the tin
miners of Stanthorpe are resident, as well as
in the immediate vicinity of the tin mines
of New South Wales; I sayit practically
annihilates conditional selection in the Bur-
nett district, which is best fitted for selection,
so that it is impossible that any mistake
could be made in reference to the position
which 1 take up on this question. It is not
T that misunderstand the Bill. I never lost
sight of the fact, that homestead selectors
would be able to select, or I should, as my
custom is, have defended the interest of
homestead selectors in preference to those of
conditional selectors. But, sir, I hold that as
much money would have been got for the
land by allowing it to be open to conditional
selectors, at ten shillings peracre, as is likely
to be got ab auction, and the slight delay
arising from deferred payments, if any, would
be more than compensated by the settlement
which must take place on the land. I say if
any delay in receiving the cash, because I
believe far more land will be taken under
conditional selection, than it will be possible
to sell by auction for cash, and consequently
as much money might be received in the
early years, and more in the later years, by
that method of alienation; besides the greater
probability of cultivating a trade for the
railways when made. Now, sir, I think
there could be, and there can be no mistake
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about my position. 'We ought to bear in mind,
that the wealthiest, most populous, most con-
servative colony of the group, cannot mention
a loan, but its debentures go down like a very
sensitive barometer. How, then, can we hope
to retain our good name, if we either reck-
lessly borrow money, or sell our ecapital, the
land, to construct useless, unprofitable works?
No, sir, the whole of the evidence is against
the construction of these lines, either by
selling the land, or borrowing the money at
the present time. And I repeat that a great
outery was made by two members for the
Darling Downs, in reference to the sale of a
few acres of stony ridges, at three times the
upset price intended to be put on the Bur-
nett land, and that honorable members
who deery a sale of that kind, and vote for
setting apart 30.000,000 acrves of the best
land in the country, chiefly for sale by
auction, do it from no political principle, from
no regard for the interests of selectors, and
from no regard for the interests of the colony
generally, but to secure a passing advan-
tage to their district at the expense of
others, and to gain a little popularity
regardless of either principle or reason.
But, in order further to prove that position, I
will give a few facts taken from returns in
the hands of honorable members. It appears
that, from the first sale of country lands in
1843 up to the end of 1860, a period of 18
years, 106,000 acres of country lands were
alienated. The Alienation of Crown Lands
Act became law in 1868 and 9 ; in 1861, the
Cotton Regulations were issued ; in 1863, the
Agricultural Reserve Act was passed; in
1864, the Sugar and Coffee Regulations
were promulgated; in 1866, the Leasing
Act of that year was passed, so that,
durinmg the seven years ending 1867, the
total ~alienation of country lands was
630,000, or six times the area alienated
during the previous eighteen years. But,
early in 1868, the Crown Lands Act of that
year was passed, and as a consequence, the
absolute alienations during the eight years
ending 1875 have amounted to 1,000,000
acres, whilst there are 3,500,000 more in
process of alienation, a great part of that
area being well advanced towards that ter-
mination. Will it be denied, therefore, that
a greater revenue, that is, a greater amount
in cash, would be received under conditional
selection at ten shillings per acre in ten
annual instalments, than is likely to be re-
ceived by auction sales at that rate as an
upset price and cash paymentsP I believe
sir, the reduced price and the deferred pay-
ments under the Act of 1868, have not been
a total reduction of the cash value of the
land, for hundreds of thousands of acres have
probably been taken up at a low price and
under the system of deferred payments, which
never would have been purchased at auction.
It may be said that this can be amended in
committee, but if so, while the evil regard-
ing exclusion of conditional selections would
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be remedied, the evil respecting its bear-
ing on the financial arrangements would be
increased. The whole or nearly the whole
land revenue which now pays the interest on
the public debt will be absorbed to assist in
the creation of more debt and the interest on
the present, and the additional debt
alike will have to be added to the bur-
dens already placed upon the  people.
I certainly do not see that at the present
time we are in a position to raise the money in
that way. It has been pointed out by the
honorable member for Toowoomba that we
are not in a position to stand additional taxa-
tion, that the colony is on the eve of a finan-
cial erisis, and that consequently we ought to
be on our guard, and neither involve our-
selves or the colony in any of these works,
which will require to be kept up; it is quite
possible that we may begin by raising 20 or
30 per cent. of this money and beginning half-
a-dozen railways in balf-a-dozen different
places, without getting any one of them finished,
or made so that they may be profitably
worked. We have already seen that the
Northern Railway stood at 30 miles in length
for many years, and never paid its working
expenses. I these railways are unot to be
begun until there is some prospect of getting
the amount necessary for their construction
from the sales of this land, I confess I would
have no great fears of any public debt, be-
cause I believe, according to the present state
of the markets in the ecolonies, at any rate,
there would be no probability whatever of
a sufficiency of land being sold to pay for the
making of these railways. I have gone into
these figures somewhat before, and will not
refer to them again; but I think it is clear
enough we are not likely to sell suflicient land
either within ourown eolony,or to theresidents
of the adjoining colonies, to pay for these rail-
ways. Itisperfectly well known that the resi-
dents in these colonies will not gointo theaue-
tion room ; not that the land is any great price,
but nine-tenths of them prefer getting the
lands for annual rentals, to paying cash down.
Many a man can pay rent at 6d. and 1s. per
acre for ten years, who has not the means
of paying cash down,and it he has the means
it is not to be supposed he will pay down cash
for the land when he can keep a part of it for
six, eight, or ten years in cattle, the proceeds
of which will pay for the land. If a man has
a certain amount of meney, and puts it out at
10 per cent., the interest itself would pay for
the land, and he would have both the capital
and the land at the end of ten years. It 1s
therefore, altogether unreasonable to suppose
that any man will pay ddwn cash for the land
when the bare interest of the money will pay
forit. I have argued that these works are
not required at the present time, although
many honorable members may entertain a
different opinion. But there are several
minor works which are absolutely necessary
for the well-being of the colony, which would

cost far less money, and which would be of
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far more general benefit. 'Why, sir, only to-
day I received a letter in one case, and a
personal applieation in another, requesting me
to accompany deputations to the Minister for
‘Works to-morrow, on questions of road-making
and improvement. The fact is, that all over
the district I have the honor to repre-
sent, the roads have been so thoroughly cut
up and destroyed during the late wet weather
that it has been absolutely impossible for
people to travel from ome place to another,
and now that they can get ahout a little they
are holding meetings, and considering what
is best to be done in reference to this matter of
roads. The people will come in wholesale in
deputations, to storm the Minister for Works
and see whether it is possible to have these
roads mended. I do, therefore, contend that
it would be far better policy on the part of
the Government to mend their ways so that
farmers could travel about, instead of going
into this gigantic scheme, that will involve
millions of money to make railways. There
are many inhabitants of districts that have
railways, who get no benefit from them.
What benefit, for instance, do the electors of
East Moreton get from the railway from
Goodna to Brisbane? What benefit do the
residents of the Bulimba or Logan districts
get from the railway? I have no doubt, sir,
this important question will be asked on the
part of many people in other districts which
are soon to receive the benefit of railway
construetion. Buft, sir, it is not only on this
question of railways, but on the vote for
roads which passed this House some time
ago, that the question of unequal distribution
arose. The distriets which have these rail-
ways were not content with a single sixpence
less than their share of the money voted for
roads. The East Moreton district, which
was supposed to have had a great deal more
than its share, will be found to have a
great deal less when the figures are gone
mto; yet we have to pay the interest on
this further expenditure for -railways, and
make the best we can of ourselves for roads,
in common with other districts. It becomes
honorable wmembers representing coast dis-
tricts not only in Tast Moreton, but in the
other districts of the ¢ lony where the rail-
ways really improve them very little, to see
that they get justice in these matters. Iam
perfectly satistied that if these railways are
gone into, it will take all the money we can
raise for many years to come to pay the
interest, and in great part pay the working
expenses. We have already seen that the
expenses have not been paid hitherto by the
railways which have been already made.

.But, sir, reference was made by the Minister

for Lands to the Western Railway Act being
the work of the late Ministry, and this being
only an extension of the principle, and, there-
fore, I was not justified in condemning it.
Why, sir, that is just the reason why I con-
demn it. The Western Railway Act was

| complete in itself, and was intended as a trial
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—was surrounded with every safeguard, and
every assistance to give it a fair trial, and
the Ministry resisted every attempt to extend
the principle, being desirous that that Aect
should first have its trial; and I object, sir,
that before that trial has been made, another
Bill involving far greater issues should be
brought forward. But the Western Railway,
with the reserve through which it runs, is
peculiarly adapted for a trial of this kind : it
runs throuch about 150 miles of almost barren
and worthless eountry, which has little or no
value, except what the railway may give to
it—it is well into the interior of the country,
is a continuation of an existing line, and will
give value to millions and tens of millions of
acres of land, which at present have little or
no value ; for it opens out and brings 160 miles
nearerthe coast, practically speaking, connects
all the splendid lands on the main rivers and
tributaries of the Balonne, the Warrego, the
Paroo, Bulloo, Barcoo, and several other im-
pertant streams with unpronounceable names,
lying back to the South Australian border or
down against that of New South Wales;
and, I say further, that by the reservation—
the honorable Minister for Lands does not
like the word abstraction—by the reservation
of the 30 millions of acres from their legiti-
mate and proper function of supplying the
wants of conditional selectors, we literally
take the vital organ from the body of the
colony, and leave it a lifeless frame, so far
as conditional selection is concerned. The
Colonial Treasurer said that even if these
railways are not carried out, things remain as
they are. But that is exactly what we do not:
want; we do not want things to remain as
they are. There is no necessity for this land
to be kept lying idle because the railways
are not made. The land in the Burnett
district is wanted now for conditional selec-
tion, and with these lands reserved from
selection, and the land in the Moreton and
Wide Bay and Burnett districts, already
used up, where are the selectors to go? On
the first day of the debate on this measure,
I met a gentleman who wished to know where
he could go and look for a bit of land. He
was a representative man from Vietoria, not
a representative of Vietorian capital and
eolonists who are able to buy up land at ten
shillings per acre for grazing or speculation;
neither was he that kind of man who would
be content with 640 acres in a homestead
area and be willing to perform the condi-
tions of personal residence. He was a
representative of those men who have
prospered in Vietoria, and filled up the place
allotted to them in that colony, and who
are looking for room to extend their opera-
tions, and are attracted here by the liberality
of our land laws—just the kind of & man we
have been endeavoring to induce to come
and settle here for many years past, a repre-
sentative of those experienced ecolonists who
know what to do and how to doit. Ihad
seen this gentleman before and had advised
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him what to do. He did as I advised him,
and made his investigations and found out
that the Darling Downs were made a home-
stead area, that the Burnett and Carnar-
von resumptions are ineluded in the rail-
way reserve, and that the Moreton and Wide
Bay districts are totally used up as far as con-
ditional selection is concerned, having been
well picked over by men knowing the distriet
for 8 years, and he at last comes to the con-
clusion, very naturally, but not perhaps justly,
that our land laws are a mockery, delusion,
and snare. 'What reply can be made to ac-
cusations of this kind? I confess I was
puzzled by it, although I had some little
experience in warding off attacks of that
deseription. I have for several years been
referred to respecting opportunites of select-
ing lands from my position as surveyor, and
afterwards as a member of this House, and
I confess I was baffled for a moment. While
I did not admit the justice of the eonclusion, I
could not but think that after his experience
in this colony the gentleman had good reason
to come to the conclusion that the land
laws of Queensland are what he had de-
scribed them to be. I am perfectly well
aware that homestead selections can be
obtained ; I know that what is now to
be called conditional selection up to 640
acres, may be availed of in these reserves;
I know that sales by auction may be held, and
that purchasers may buy to the extent
of their ability ; but if these thirty million
acres of land are to be handed over to men
with the biggest purses, where is our boasted
liberality in the matter of land legislation P
How can honorable members who grumble
and decry the sale of lands at thirty shillings
an acre excuse themselves by voting for these
thirty millions at ten shillings an acre? It
was intimated that when I spoke on this
matter on a former oceasion, that I had
described it as sacrificing the land. T
did nothing of the kind. The price I do not
Lesitate saying is sufficiently large, but it is
the prineciple I object to—the prineciple upon
which these thirty millions of acres of land
are to be disposed of. There can be no doubt
that the colony is a pretty extensive one. I
shall not say more about 1ts size, but I could
not but refer to the happy way in which the
Minister for Lands extended its area by about
40 per cent., and on the very same evening
in replying to the remarks I made, he spoke
of the reserve made by the Western Railway
Act as being 20,000,000 acres in one district.
‘Why, sir, the railway has been stated to be
167 miles in length, and the reserve extends
50 miles beyond, or 210 miles in a direct line,
‘Well, sir, the twenty millions that the honor-
able member speaks of is a little exaggsration
of 50 per cent., and if the honorable member
will be. a little more cautious, I am sure his
remarks will be taken more notice of. I
have already pointed out that it is very differ-
ent setting apart thirteen million acres of land
suchas thatbetween Dalby and Roma,tosetting
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apart the picked lands of the colony, so that
if the honorable member can find any resem-
blance, it is more than I can. If that thirteen
millions is too much in the Western Railway
Reserve, why does he intend to add thirty
millions more before we have had any ex-
perience of that in the Western Railway Re-
serve? Whatever he may say does not de-
tract from the fact that thirty millions are
reserved, and whether he sells ﬁve', ﬁf’teen,_or
twenty millions, the principle still remains
the same, that thirty millions are reserved
from selection—thirty millions of the picked
lands of the colony. I am of opinion, sir,
that it is quite possible to overrate our re-
sources as regards good land. I am satisfied
that there is a great deal of good land in
the back country, but it might as well be
in the moon so far as small selectors are
concerned. What we want is good land,
easily accessible, and the only Ian_ds I,kPOW of
that description are the lands which it is pro-
posed to reserve in the Burnett and Carnarvon
districts ; the other is far removed f_rom the
coast district, and could only be available to
the miners in the mneighborhood of Peak
Downs and Clermont. It has become fash-
ionable to talk poetically of our own beau-
tiful and almost boundless downs, our rich
and fertile slopes, marine and black soil
plains, and splendid tracts of table land ; and
to picture to ourselves and those around the
beauteous landscape, the s;mhng fields, t.he
lovely villages, and the waving pastures with
their flocks and herds—all these, and other
phrases useful in romantic hand-books may
be glibly used ; but when we have made all
thesereserves, and have induced people tocome
out, we shall find that after, perhaps, weelts
and months of travel, they Wll! return spirit-
less, disheartened, and disappointed men. As
has been pointed out by the honorable mem-
ber for the Leichhardt, there may be a lot of
men brought out here under false pretences,
men who may be driven to storm Govern-
ment House, as was threatened some years
ago, if they do not get employment on the
public works, or do not get the land which
they have been led to expect they will be
able to get. I say, sir, if this is to be the
result of the Railway Reserves Bill, and the
land isto be handed over to the man with
the longest purse, it is subversive of the land
policy of which the Government and the
“country have approved; and all to make
bogus railways which are some years before
their time. The honorable Minister for
Lands, a few evenings ago, referred us to the
successful construction and management of
the Southern and Western Railway. That
line was ecommenced when we had a popula-
tion of 40,000 or so, and has been carried toa
suceessful completion, but its construction
occupied nine years, according to the honor-
able member’s own showing, and by that
time the population and trade of the colony
had quadrupled. The line, it must be borne
in mind, was constructed in a district which
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including the missing link from Brisbane to
Ipswich, contained nearly the whole popula-
tion of the colony, and communicated with
the district in which most of the produce of
the colony was raised; but after nine years’
construction, after three or four more fo cul-
tivate a trade, after having 188 miles opened
for traffic, we find that it has never yet paid
two per cent. on its cost. That is the state
of things, although that line was started
under the most tavorable circumstances, not
dependent on the sale of land, not com-
mencing with revenue already overrun to
pay interest on an already existing debt, not
split into fragments like the present scheme,
but one continuous line without any predis-
posing causes of failure, and with everything
favorable to success. Then there is the
Great Northern line, with the important
town of Rockhampton at one end and an
enormous extent of country at the other;
that has now for the first time only paid
its working expenses, although it was far
better able to get trade than any of
the lines now proposed will be. Now, sir,
if a railway running through a district
with a population of 100,000 persons, or two-
thirds of the population of the whole colony,
does not pay more than two per cent. on its
cost of construction, I would ask, how a rail-
way from Bundaberg to the South Moonta,
where there is only population in the district
of 22 000, can be expected to pay the interest
on the construction? llow, even,is the
Gympie line to do so? Evidence proves
that the traffic on the last-named line will not
pay for the lubrication of the axles of the
tracks, and yet the Government have agreed
to these bogus lines in order to please the
members representing those districts, or
rather, the people in those districts. We
must know that all these are political hand-
spikes to assist in rolling the logs which will
land the colony in something like the state
which I have already referred to. I, sir,
should like the Government to abandon this
scheme for the present ; it is premature, and
several years before its time. "I have pointed
outseveral reasons why therailways should not
be made now, even although they might be
justifiable at some other time. The honor-
able member for Toowoomba has pointed out
that the honorable Treasurer was not, from
his manner, quite sincere, and

“ A man, convineed against his will,
Is of the same opinion still.”

‘We know, in fact, that the honorable Minister
for Lands is the only member of the Govern-
ment who really believes in this gigantic
scheme of railways. I object to this scheme,
not only because the Government are un-
united upon it, but—and although I am sorry
to say it, the truth must be told on this occa-
sion—it is important that the colony should
not be launched into this great expense by a
Government composed as the present Govern-
ment is of members representing only the
towns intervest. The Premier is a townsman ;
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Le may be connected with pastoral pursuits, [ sent lessces, and place it in the hands of

but he is not, so far as I know, con-
nected with either mising or agricultwral
pursuits or manufactures. Take the honor-
able Minister for Lands who introduced this
Bill; he is a townsman in his individual and
representative capacities, and is not con-
nected with either mining, manufactures, or
agriculture. Take the honorable Colomial
Secretary ; he too is associated with a town
constituency; he is engaged in mercantile
pursuits, and is not connected with any pro-
ducing interest in the colony. Take the
honorable Treasurer; he is a townsman to
all intents and purposes, and not connected
with mining, agriculture, or manufactures.
Take the lonorable Attorney-General, who
represents a small agricultural constituency a
few miles from the capital ; is a professional
man, and is a townsman unconnected with
mining or manufactures. Takethe honorable
member in another place; he is a townsman,
and, like the other members of the Ministry,
totally uneonnected with any producing in-
terest in the colony. Now, I dislike to let
any measure hinge on the constructicn of the
present Ministry, but T think if all the argu-
ments of the honorable member for Maranoa,
all the facts adduced on the present and on
former occasions, have failed to convince
Miristers of their insincerily, or if the fact
of only one Minister believing in the proposed
system of railways is not sulliclent—that the
construction of the Ministry, and the fact that
the colony is not in a fit state to be committed
to such an enormous expenditure, should be
sufficient to deter honorable members from
passing the Bill. .
Mr. J. Scort: Sir, so much has been said
by the honorable member who introduced
this Bill, and by honorable members support-
ing it, and so mueh has been said by those
opposed to it, that I feel there is very little
left for me to say. But I cannot allow this
measure to go to a second reading without
protesting at the manner in which it is pro-
posed to make these railways. 1 have never
objected to railways where there s any pro-
bability of their being reproductive works,
but I do mot see any reason why the in-
terests of the community should be inter-
fered with in order to carry out some fanci-
ful idea of the present Government. So
far as I can make out, the only reason
for these railway reserves is this, that it isa
fair thing that the land through which a
railway passes, and which is benefited by it,
should be made to pay for the cost of con-
struction. There is something in that, and
sf the Government brought down a scheme
by which the minimum of evil would be coun-
térbalanced by a maximum of good, I should
not object to 1t; but in this case the minimum
of good will be counterbalanced by the
maximum of evil. As far as I understand
the proposition of the Government, it is to
resume very large areas of land, far in_excess
of whatis required, and to dispossess the pre-

other persons. If that land is sold as
proposed, it means ruin to a_great many, and
therefore I cannot but think it is unfair to
individuals. Another matter for considera-
tion is this, that the financial disturbances
will be very painful. The honorable Minis-
ter for Lands has told us that the lands in
the Western Railway Reserve will be more
than sufficient to pay for the construction of
that line; but why should so many persons
be dispossessed, or perhaps ruined, when, if
instead of resuming fifty miles on each
side of the line, the Government had adopted
the present law, which s, that wherever a
railway is projected, three miles on each
side should be resumed, the sale of that land
would have sufficed to have paid the interest
on the construction of the line and the
working expenses until such time as the line
began to pay. The honorable Colonial
Secgetary has told us that railways are made
to increase traflic and open up the country,
and I take it that we are not asked to con-
struet railways that would notdothat; we have
also been told that these lines will pay, but,
in spite of what the honorable member may
say on that point, we have the example of
the New South Wales and Vietorian lines
before us, which show 2 loss on the cost of
construction. It is nof, however, a guestion
whether a railway should pay, for there are
other considerations which will more than
counterbalance it. Inregard to the financial
part of the matter, I will just point out by the
figures which have been given by the honor-
able Minister for Lands that the distance of
the railway from Dalby to Roma is 160 miles ;
from Warwick to the Border is 68 miles;
from Maryborough to Gympie, 65 miles;
from Bundaberg to South Moonta, 48 miles ;
from Lurline to Emerald Downs, 33 miles;
and from Townsville to Charters Towers, 88
miles ; making a total of 462 miles of railway
which the Government propose to make;
and taking the honorable gentleman’s own
figures, and putting down the cost abt
£6,000 per mile, we shall have a total
of £1,760,000. Honorable members will bear
in mind that that represents a sum of
£276,000 to be got from this land every year
for ten years ; and they will see the difficulty
at once when I mention that if the lines are
completed in five years, over half-a-million
will have to be provided yearly over and
above all the ordinary land sales going on in
the colony. Now, I will point out to honor-
able members the amounts which have been
received from sales of land during the last
few years, and they will be able to see what
may be expected in future. In 1870, sales by
auction and selection realised £36,042; in
1871, from auetion and selection, £29,939;
in 1872, from auction and selection and min-
eral lands, £565,695; in 1873, from auction
and selection, £18,343, mineral lands, in
which there was a small depreciation, £18,100,
and from pre-emptions under the Act of
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1869, £6,280, or a total for that year of
£42 793 ; in 1874, from auction and selection,
£21,952, mineral lands, £4,25%, and pre-
emptions, £4,006, or a total of £39,302 for
that year; in 1874-5, from auction and se-
lection, £12,475, mineral lands,” £1,987, and
pre-emptions, £33,920, or a total of £51,382.
‘With the exception of the year when so mueh
mineral land was taken up, until last year, the
sum realised from the lands never amounted to
£50,000, and for the last five or six years
the average has been £40,000. Well, sir, I
should like to Lknow where this extra
amount of money which will be necessary is
to come from. If, ashas been shown, the pur-
chasing -power of the colony is something
like £40,000 annually, where is the £276,000
for the next ten years from auction sales alone
to come from? With regard to the Northern
line, T was very glad to hear that it is inten-
ded to carry the extension to Emerald Downs,
for this reason, that Lurline is not suited to
teams, as there is little or no grass there;
whilst if extended to Emerald Downs, there
will be good camping ground, and it will be
an excellent terminus until such time as the
line is extended. I beg to move—

That this debate be now adjourned.

Mr. Barney said: The honorable member
who last addressed the House seems to have
no objection to railway extension, so long as
that railway extension only and exactly suits
the interest to which he belongs. He has no
reasonable objection to urge against the ex-
tension to Emerald Downs, but it seems he
has a serious objection to railway extension
in any other part of the colony. So far our
system of railways has been in the interest
of one or two industries alone—the Southern
and Western line for agriculturists and squat-
ters, and the Northern line for the benefit of
the same two classes,or perhaps purely for the
squatters. But the Government have now
consulted the interest of another class, a class
which has asserted its claims to consideration
from this House, and that is the mining com-
munity. I was not at all surprised at the
speech of the honorable member for East
Moreton this evening; it was just the speech
we might have expected from a gentleman
who became u Minister from no other gqualifi-
cation than his knowledge as a_ surveyor.
How, I ask, can that honorable mem-
ber know anything about the value of
the lands on the Burnett district, or what
can he know about the lands in other
districts? Tle never saw them, and knows
no more about them than any tradesman in
Queen street; and for that honorable member
to stand up in this House and say how
they should be disposed of, and how they
should not be disposed of, seems to a resident
in those districts, who is acquainted with the
lands in them, to say the least, very absurd.
He too, who during his tenure of office, tied
the cords of red tape so tight as to strangle
the selector! He who, whilst Minister for
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TLands, did more to retard settlement than any
other Minister who preceded him! he now
finds out that all the poliey of the Government
is a mockery, a delusion, and a snare. And
why, sir, does the honorable member say
that? Why, because he no longer sits
on the Treasury benches where he would like
well to sit. The honorable member is al-
ways so handy with his figures that
I must say I am rather inclined to mis-
trust them—they come out too glibly from
the honorable gentleman. I recollect hearing
of a lecturer who, on one oceasion, had for-
gotten his umbrella, and had to go and fetch
it before he could deliver his lecture ; and’ so
with the honorable member for East Moreton
this evening, when he having forgotten his
notes, could not state the length of the Dalby
and Roma line correctly; he stated it was 160
miles, but I believe he will find 190 miles
nearer the mark. He also referred to the
large population on the southern and western
districts as an argument in favor of their
having a railway, and said that, because
there are only 22,000 in the Wide Bay and
Burnett district, they have no right to ask
for anything of the kind; but I would ask
whether, if there was not a railwuy, there
would now be anything like 100,000 people
in the Southern and Western districts P The
honorable member also spoke of having met
one gentleman at the door of this Assembly,
who had come from Victoria to take up some
land, but had been unable to get any. Why,
gir, when copper was diseovered in the Mount
Perry distriot, men did not come by ones, but
by thousands, and why did they not stop?
‘Why, because they received no encourage-
ment from the Government; they saw that
they would not have the means of carrying
away the ore when they got it, to market.
But those men will come again when they
find that a railway is to be made, and the
same large numbers will be collected
together at Mount Perry, as was the case a
few years ago. 1 am very glad indeed that
the Grovernment have at last consented to do
tardy justice to these several districts, and the
rising interests of the ecolony. The real
capital of the colony lies in the soil, and
beneath the soil. It is from our mines and
from our land we may expect to derive con-

stant and increasing revenue—in fact, the

real prosperity of the colony.

Mry. McInwrarrs said : I think the Gov-
ernment ought to be satisfied now that they
were wrong in insisting on continuing the
debate the other evening in the way that
they did. We have had the opportunity, as
we had the right, to speak on this question,
and we have got a statement from the honor-
able the Treasurer—a statement which I am
perfectly satisfied he would not have givenat
all, if they could possibly have come to a divi-
siontheother night. Wehavealsohadspeeches
which show that members are beginning to
realise the real principles that are ai the
foundation of this Bill. I can say for myself,
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I have heard those principles recognised and
discussed more intelligibly to-night than I
have on previous occasions, especially on the
Government benches, and I think it woald
have been a disgrace to this colony, that a
measure, which is said by the Press critics
who have ecriticised it to contain financial
principles which involve such heavy interests
should have been passed over without a word
from the honorable the Treasurer. But there
was a stronger reason why a Bill of this sort
should receive mature consideration, and that
the opinions arrived at after that mature con-
sideration, should be expressed by the honor-
able the Treasurer, when we consider the
actual financial position of the colony as
ut before us in the quarterly financial state-
ment that has just been issued in the Gow-
ernment Gazette. That statement, sir, I have
no hesitation in saying has been deliberately
put before the people of this colony for the
purpose of deluding them. I see that state-
ment includes what has never been to my
knowledge in any quarterly statement issued
up to the present time. That is a balance-
sheet showing the credit and debit balance at
the Treasury, 2 thing which has never been
done before to my knowledge, except in one
way, and that is in the financial tables that
accompany the Treasurer’s statement in this
House. L will refer honorable members to
the quarterly statement of revenue, and if
they look at page 637, they will find there a
balance-sheet showing that on the Ist of
July therewas a debtorbalance of £43,823, and
on the 30th of September, thatis, last month,
there was a credit balance of £119,660. Now,
sir, we know perfectly well—we have analysed
the statement—at least I have—and I say, so
far from that statement being a true repre-
sentation of the facts, it is not a frue repre-
sentation of the facts at all; and so far trom
giving any one any idea of the financial
position of the ecolony, it is calculated
most undoubtedly to mislead honorable mem-
bers.
Mr. ParmEr: That is what it is meant for,
Mr. McInwraite : T should like to have
a considerable amount of time to analyse that
statement, which I have not at present, The
result of my examination, however, is this :
That the wholeofthe revenue returns show that
the caleulations made by the present Treasurer
when making his budget speech have been
completely falsified—that he has not got the
revenue he calculated upon—and the expen-
diture items show that there has been
a deliberate attempt on the part of
the Treasury Department to keep down
the expenditure of the three months by
charging it to succeeding three months, and
thus showing a credit balance in the Treasury.
That I could prove if I had time de-
liberately to go over the items. In the next
place, the very fact of such a balance-sheet
being shown at this time, is perfectly against
the custom, because I never remember it
being done before in a quarterly statement.
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The CoronTaT, TREASURER : Yes; last year.

Mr, MeInwrarra : Well, itis an exception
which proves the rule, and I shall refer to that
directly. This balance-sheet, which has not
been published before, except on the one oe-
casion the honorable gentleman has just
referred to, will enable us to see why it was
published. What are we to conclude from
1t? Simply, that the Treasurer wanted to
induce a favorable opinion as to finances of
the colony, an opinion which, if the figures
be aclually analysed, a perfectly different
result would appear. He has made the
balance at a time when the revenue would
appearmore than he estimated, and the expen-
diture less than the expenditure that ought to
have been made, because he attempts to show
a credit balance on the day the whole of the pas-
toral rents were paid into the Treasury; and
the statement is misleading in a great measure
with regard to the expenditure. The honor-
able member has had an opportunity of
referring o this, and explaining how he
brings this balance before the House ; and he
has not done so, but he has referred me to
a case in which this statement was pub-
lished before.

The CoroN1aL TREASURER :
has been done.

Mr. Mclzwratra: I can only say that
during all the time I have been a member of
the House ithasnot been done before butonce,
and that was a very exceptional case. There
were rumors circulated and referred to in the
Press, that when the late Treasurer, Mr.
Hemmant, made his Financial Statement, he
would eome down with a bad balance, and to
allay popular excitement, he published in the
Gazeite a balance-sheet in the same way as
this had been published, keeping back certain
expenditure, and showing a credit balance of
£7,840; and when the present Treasurer
came forward and made his budget speech
this year, he told us that if the position of the
Treasury had been properly stated then, in-
stead of there being a credit balance shown,
therewould havebeen adebit balance of £80,000.
I have brought this in to show that the honor-
able the Treasurer has utterly failed to connect
this Bill with the present financial position
of the colony ; and more than that, he has
utterly failed to connect this Bill with the
financial position of the colony at any time.
Before proceeding to answer the speech of
the honorable member, seeing the honorable
the Minister for Lands in his place, I must
refer to what occurred in the House the
other night. Very much to my astonish-
ment, when I came into the House, the honor-
able the Minister for Lands was in a tower-
ing passion, and inveighed against me for
having accused him of insincerity in bringing
forward this Bill at all. Now, I remember
perfectly well the statement I made of this
affair. I said the honorable member, last
year, when the Western Railway Bill was
before the House, had not been a supporter
of that Bill, and that he came forward and

Five times it
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asked us now to adopt that prineiple as one
that had been approved last year, but I never
said he was insincere; I never dreamt of
anything of the sort. I might have accused
him of being inconsistent or inconstant, but
he is the last man in the House I would call
insincere. If, instead of contradicting what
he said last year this year he contradicted
himself in the same speech before he sab
down, which T am satisfied he often does, I
would not call him insincere, but I might say
he was inconstant or inconsistent. I stand
upon what I said, that he was not a sup-
porter of the Bill, that he did not believe
in its principles, and expressed so in this
House.

The SEceETARY FOR PusLic Lanps: No,
no.
Mr. McIzwrarte: I say, “Yes, yes.”
The honorable the Attorney-General, in an-
swering my charge, took a course which, T
think, “would justify the honorable the
Minister for Lands in anything. If the
honorable gentleman only talks long enough
in the same speech, I guarantee you will find
an expression of any opinion you like. I
will just prove this opinion. When the West-
ern Railway Bill was before the House on its
second reading, the honorable the Minister
for Lands gave his adhesion to it, but in
words that showed clearly that he misappre-
hended the real principles of the Bill. He
said :—

“ He believed it also involved the recognition
of & most important principle, namely, that of
making the land pay for the cost of the railway.
He took that to be the most important principle
involved in the Bill, and to that extent he could
give it his cordial support, though he must con-
fess that in some matters of detail in connection
with the Bill, he held opinions somewhat dif-
ferent from the Government.”

That is what the honorable the Attorney-Gen-
eral in defending the Minister for Lands the
other night referred to, and said I was per-
fectly in error in stating the honorable gen-
tleman opposed the Bill, and that he had done
nothing of the sort. An important amend-
ment came on which very much changed
the character of the Bill. I will not refer
to what the amendment was, but the honor-
able the Minister for Lands, in speaking to the
amendment, very much praised the Opposi-
tion, and especially myself and Mr. Graham,
who was then member for Clermont. Mr.
Buzacott then got in a passion, and said :—

“The honorable member for Maryborongh,
who did understand the amendments, expressed
his sorrow that the Ministry whom he supported
had introduced so incomplete a scheme as their
Bill, and acknowledged that the amendments
provided a more comprehensive and just scheme,
and one that the country could understand. The
House must be surprised that that honorable
member after making a long speech against the
Ministerial measure, wound up by saying that he
would support it.”

8x
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Mr. Douglas took occasion to reply, and
we then find him further turned round in his
opinion. He said :—

¢ Though he disapproved of theBill, he did not
approve of the amendments, though there were
features in them that he considered were deserv-
ing of consideration. He never said he was
decidedly opposed to the Government measure.
He had crotchets which were not entertained by
anybody else in the House but the honorable
member for Maranoa.”

This, sir, was the time when the honorable
the Minister for Lands was getting round
from your opinion to mine, which he decidedly
did before the end of the session. I hope
honorable members understand the change
so far as wehave gone. INow, the next phase
of it is this :—When the Bill got to its ulti-
mate stage, when the plans for the construec-
tion of a railway were before the House for
approval, the honorable gentleman said :—

“He felt bound to say a few words in connec-
tion with this motion. Like the honorable mem-
ber for Dalby, and also like the honorable mem-
ber for Maranoa”—

Like me, mind you—

“he had objected, in the first instance, to the
railway policy of the Government * ~——

The Secerrary FoR PusLic Lawps: The
general policy of the Government ; that is,
not the Western Railway Bill.

Mr. MoILWRAITH :

“and he had expressed an opinion similar to
that so strongly advocated by the honorable
member for Maranoa.”

I knew he was gradually coming round to
that opinion, and at this last stage I got in-
dignant at this, because he had been shuffling ;
because he spoke in favor of the amendment,
and always voted againstit, and I consistently
told him—

“ He was astonished to hear the expressions of
approval made by that honorable member, in
reference to the action he (Mr. Mecllwraith) had
taken with regard to this line on the second read-
ing of the Bill. He was astonished now to hear
the honorable gentleman express his approval of
the course he (Mr. McIlwraith) had taken, and
he regrotted that the honorable member did not
give them his time and talents in trying to make
the Bill such as he should like to see it, and he
believed, if he had, the measure would be per-
fectly different from what it was now.”

There was a complete revolution ; he started
north and got round completely south. He
started as a supporter of the scheme, and at
the end, so strongly was he against it, that he
went a great deal further, and on the final
motion, look at the division! *“ Ayes 19, Noes
2, Mr. Douglas and Mr. Bell”” Why, sir,
the conjunction of the names suggests how the
matter stood. Mr. Bell, who was lukewarm
on the Opposition side, said he would cut off
his right hand rather than see the Bill pass,
and what must the Minister for Lands have
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suffered before he would see it passed? The
honorable gentleman made a long speech—a
second speech on this question—but I have
little to answer except one thing, the honor-
able the Colonial Treasurer having relieved
me of the responsibility of trying to convinee
the House that the honorable the Minister
for Lands is wrong. The honorable the
Minister for Lands told us as distinctly as
possible that the Western Railway Act might
have been a tentative measure once, but it
was now reduced to actual practice and proof,
and the honorable the Treasurer said it was
a tentative measure, and brought forward
arguments fo prove it was so. The hom-
orable the Minister for Lands has been so
completely answered by the Treasurer, that
I have nothing to add. There is another
statement I wish to answer. The honorable
member for Carnarvon is not in his place,
but I know he will give me credit for not
misrepresenting him, when I say he com-
pletely misunderstood my argument. The
honorable the Minister for Lands, in bring-
* ing before the House reasons why the rail-
way from Warwick to Stanthorpe should be
constructed—he only gave one reason, and
that was, that it would be a good line of rail-
way because it would bring down produce
from New England which could not be grown
here.

The SzcreraRY ¥oR PubLic Lanps: The
tin mines.

Mr. McInwrarta: In veply, I opposed
that ; I said, what were we to think of a rail-
way when the only argument brought forward
by the member who proposed it was that it
should be constructed to benefit the farmers
in another colony to the destruction of our own
farmers? That was my argument, and I can
appeal to honorable members in support of
my statement; and when the honorable
member for Carnarvon got up, he said he
regretted to find that the honorable member
for Maranoa said the only reason that could
be urged in favor of a line from Warwick to
Stanthorpe—the only good reason that could
be brought forward—was, that produce conld
be brought down from New England. But
1 said nothing of the sort. T was replying to
the arguments of the honorable the Minister
for Tands, and said if that was the only
reason he could bring forward in favor of
that railway-—it was not in favor of it, but
against it—I1 could bring forward a dozen
reasons in favor of the construction of that
line. I should not have mentioned this had
it not been that the honorable the Treasurer
said my arguments, with regard to that rail-
way, had been ably answered by the honor-
able member for Carnarvon. I now come to
the honorable the Treasurer, who divided his
sermon under three heads. Ie says there
are three ways of constructing railways : first
by borrowing ; second, by making the land
pay for the construction ; and third, by estab-
lishing a sinking fund; and after he had

stated these three methods of railway com- |
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struction, he dealt with each separately.
With regard to borrowing we had his speech
at the commencement of the session over
again—that we must not do such a thing.
He deprecated borrowing, and the reasons
hebrought forward arejust thereasonsI should
expect a man to bring forward who desired to
pursue s policy of rest-and-be-easy. That was
the character of the argument he brought to
bear, and I am not going to be at the trouble
of showing my faith in railway extension in
this colony by answering his argument at
length, but T will give an example of his line
of argument. He said we should not borrow
a large amount of money, because in Victoria
they had to pay £240,000 annually for interest,
on the cost of the railways constructed. That
is, that the interest on the money raised to
construct the railways actually exceeds the
net amount received from the railways by
£240,000 per annum. Now, he must have
got his information in a very shallow way.
It is easy enough to get figures of that kind,
but if he wished to make an argument out of
them, he ought to have stated fully the infor-
mation which he might have got from the
report of the Commissioner for Railways of
that colony. I have read that report, and so
far from being a discouraging report which
should make us seriously consider whether
we should go on with railway construction in
this eolony, it is entirely of an opposite
character, because it explans that the annual
deficit of £240,000 arose in this way: that
while the construction of railways was going
on, an immense amount of capital actually
sunk was not realising anything at all; the
railways were incomplete, and the money
borrowed for the purpose of their construe-
tion was lying unproductive; but when they
were finished and in working order, the effect
would be very different. The commissioner
goes on to show, that taking the last lines con-
structed, they will pay more than one per cent.
over the amount of interest; taking the line
towards New South Wales, for instance, he
shows that last year and the year before, it paid
5% percent., whichisanythingbut a dishearten-
ing argument; and the honorable member has
misconstrued that report, if he ever read it,
for otherwise he would have done the rail-
ways of Victoria some justice. He concluded
his argument against borrowing by an argu-
ment against the construction of railways ab
all in the colony, because the colony is not
able to pay for them. The second method,
of paying for the construction of railways
in land, I think should have some considera-
tion. The honorable gentleman took the
trouble to divide his subject into three heads,
but he said nothing at all about the second ;
and with regard fo the third principle, of
establishing a sinking fund, if he is under the
impression that that is the principle of this
Bill, he was never more mistaken in his life.
That is the perfectly sound common-sense
system adopted in Victoria, and it might,
with advantage, have been adopted here ; but
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there is no provision in this Bill for a sinking
fund. The preamble says :—

“ Whereas it is expedient that provision should
be made for the future construction of railways
in the colony and that funds for the construction
of the same should be provided by the sale of
Crown lands.”

That is the principle of the Bill, and it is only
modified in the 13th and 14th clauses, where
it provides, as I understand, for cases of
emergency. 1fyou attempt tostart a railway
before getting the money by the sale of land,
then the Government may advance a certain
amount of money ; but he ignores that prinei-
ple, and tries to get out of it by showing that
these reserves are simply set apart to provide
a sinking fund; that is, that the land is
sold, and the money goes into a fund to repay
the debt incurred, the country in the mean-
time paying the interest on that debt. That
is a point he has utterly ignored in his position
as Treasurer. We find the first advance is to
be £600,000, which, at four per cent., involves
an expenditure of £24,000, and that must go
on until those reserves realise something, but
ke never said a word about how the money
was to be procured for building the railways,

nor made provision for the payment of

interest. The honorable the Minister for
Lands has told us the land will not be sold
for a long time, and I say the Treasurer has
not performed his duty in showing how he is
going to realise the interest on this £600,000,
and further amounts that may be advanced
from the Treasury. He has failed completely
in doing that—in fact, he never referred to 1t
at all. The honorable the Minister for Lands
—and he is the only member who has gone
into the question on the other side—has told
us in effect what the Bill means. It means,
pass this Bill and we’ll make the Gympie
Railway. I will be no party to this bad prin-
ciple simply to pass a line, which, if you had
come down in a common-sense way, asking
directly for the money for the construetion of
that railway, would not receive the sanction
of one-third of the House. It has always
been the custom in this House, when a
member refuses to take the interpretation
puton his argument in a speech, to quote that
speech, and the principle applies with much
greater cogency when the honorable member
quotes an argument that has been published
in the newspapers after deliberate thought.
The Treasurer brings forward any argument
said to have been used by me. and states it
himself. T interrupted him, because if he had

uoted my words, he would J}ave had no-
thing to answer; he then got in a passion,
backed up by the honorable the Attorney-
General, and said it was an argument I had
used; he said it was stated in the publie
prints that if this Railway Reserves Bill
were carried out, the Treasury would be
mulcted—or rather, there would be a defici-
ency in the Treasury of something like
£926,000, the annual amount at present re-
ceived from the sale of Orown lands, That
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is what the honorable the Treasurer said I had
said. Now, sir, what I did say I will read,
and honorable members will be able to judge
which was right. T said :(—

“ The Treasurer estimates the amount to be
derived this year from land sales at £226,000.
He has arranged for the expenditure of every
farthing of that in the ordinary disbursements
of the Grovernment, which in other conntries are
made from the proceeds of taxation. A deficit
having been established last year, and a larger
deficit evidently feared next, the Treasurer fur-
ther proposes, and has received the assent of the
House, to supplement the revenue by a loan
of £100,000, all of which is to be devoted to
works which hitherto, with one exception,
have been done from the ordinary vevenue.
Parliament, in effect, have said that this year it
takes all the proceeds of taxation and land sales,
and £100,000 besides, to carry on the current
expenditure of Government ; and that they will
have no additional taxation; and in the face of
these facts, sir, can you expect us not to look
doubtful when you ask us to be joyful because in
some hidden way the great principle of consider-
ing the proceeds of land sales as capital instead
of revenue has been recognised at last? Suppose
that, instead of the principle remaining a dead
letter in this Bill, as I think it will, it is forced
into life, and next year the proceeds of the land
sales having been put into reproductive works
hitherto made from loan, the revenue will be
deficient £226,000, and if the Treasurer uses the
same resources as he did this year, he will borrow
in the English market to make good the defi-
ciency. I need not point out the difference to
you of & country borrowing for national rvepro-
ductive works, and borrowing to make good a
deficit. The price of our debentures would soon
indicate that.”

Is there no great difference hetween that
argument and the one put into my mouth by
the Treasurer? T wish, sir, instead of answer-

ing the garbled translation of my opinion he

gave, he would take that in his hand and
reply to it. Iremember that last year, you,
sir, gave us an argument in connechion with
the Western Railway Bill, and it was the
best argument you brought forward, although
a very bad one, which was reproduced in a
very bad way this year by the present Trea~
surer. He put it in this way :—If, he says,
these five million acres weresold at 10s. anacre,
and the proceeds were applied to the purpose
of making railways, we would have the whole
of thesevenrailwaysconstructed, amounting to
some two and a-half millions of money, and the
Treasury wouldnotsuffer,asI havealwayssaid.
Can there be anything more ridiculous and
childish than an argument of this kind ¥
‘What he means is this: if you can ex-
change five millions of acres for a railway,
it will be an advantage to the colony.
Well, sir, T say so too. If five million acres
can be got rid of in that way without any
change that is defrimental to the colony, 1t
will be an undoubted benefit. But that in-
volves the whole question, and the honorable
gentleman perfectly ignoved it. What he
said wassimply anarjthmetical caleulation; any
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man can tell you that 5,000,000 acres ofland at
ten shillings per acre will produce £2,500,000.
‘We can easily caleulate the saving to the
colony if this prospect can be realised ; but
the question we expected the Colonial Trea-
gurer to answer, and the question which he
shirked, was, how he was going to raise the
money to construet these works ? There is
not a member on that side of the House who
has not shown that he cannot realise it from
the proceeds of the land. He himself says
he cannot get it by borrowing, and are we
then to come to the coneclusion that what he
gaid to his constituents was, after all, true,
and that they do not mean to make the rail-
ways at all?  The tone of the honorable gen-
tleman’s speech certainly leaves us no other
conclusion to draw. The honorable the Colo-
nial Secretary, I observe, is not in his place,
and he ought to be. If we are kept here till
eleven o'clock at night to speak upon an im-
portant matter like this, and if we, the Oppo-
sition, have consented to sit late with the view
of closing the debate to-night, the least the
Government can do is that each member
personally should give wus his_attention
during the whole of the debate. I have no-
ticed that the Ministers have only eome in
in relays, and especially so when they were
likely to hear a little common sense. I will
not finish until the honorable gentleman is in
his place, if the debate does not conclude for
a week. [he honorable the Colonial Treasurer
evinced the same anxiety as the Minister for
Tands to prove his sineerity, complaining very
much that he was accused of insincerity for
being a party to bringing forward the Charters
Towers and Towngville Railway, and his
proof of sincerity is, that the Government, of
which he was a supporter, brought in a pro-

osal last year for a survey, and passed it.

e says that the Government, having once
pledged itself to vote a certain amount of
money for the railway, is bound to complete
the railway in the next year, and if not, there
is clear proof of insincerity. I suppose the
honorable the Colonial Treasurer did not go
very deep into finance, his arguments being
of ‘a somewhat general character, because
he thought the subject had been exhausted by
the Colcnial Secretary on a previous night.
That honorable member propounded some
of the most extraordinary doctrines in finance.
He told us that money was like water, in
that it always found its own level. I tried
to follow his idea while he was speaking, but
completely failed, and I have looked at his
speech since, and am still at fanlt. He told
me that if T put my hand in my pocket and
pulled out ten guineas and created a vacuum
in that way, there would be a sort of pressure
from everywhere to fill up that vacuum. I
am sorry to say, sir, I do not ever find this
theory 1n actual practice. Still, that is the
honorable gentleman’s argument, and al-
though it seems to be an extrasrdinary one,
it is exactly, no doubt, what he meant. In
reply to my argument that it would be damag-
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ing to the colony to take its capital and apply
it to the purchase of land, we must remem-
ber, he says, that this is a different country
from the home country, and that here most
of the banks are supported by capital from
home; that, in fact, if you take the capital
from these banks for the purpose of purchas-
ing land, money flows from other sources
like water to fill up the vacaum; in
other words, that funds will at once come in
to supply the money so taken up. Such an
argument as that shows plainly that the
honorable gentleman has not the slightest
notion how banking is carried on in this
colony. If he had listened to the figures
quoted by the honorable member for Too-
woomba to-night, and from which he drew a
very conclusive argument, he wonld have seen
that the Colonial Secretary’s argument had no
foundation in fact. The honorable gentleman
told us that between notes in circulation and
deposits, there was a little over 3 millions in
the banks. The real figures are, notes in
circulation, £336,497 ; deposits, £2,896,508;
total, £3,233,065; this being the indebtedness
of the banks to the colony, while the discount
and advances, amounting to £3,147,437, repre-
sents the indebtedness of the colony to the
banks, leaving a balance of £85,628, as the
amount owed by the colony to the banks, and
as the National Bank of Queensland does
not employ capital outside of the colony, the
balance must be their capital. So far, there-
fore, from this country being supplied from the
outside with capital, it is quite the other way.
‘We find, therefore, that the theory of water,
like money, finding its own level, is quite
groundless. Money has been going out of
the colony in spite of ourselves to carry on
the business of other colonies; it is, sir, in a
word, a false argument altogether, and is not -
founded on the simplest knowledge of bank-
ing. The honorable gentleman must know
that bankers do not lend their own money,
but money they have borrowed from others,
and he will find, twist it as he likes, that the
money for the purchase of land in the colony
comes from the people of this eolony, and not
from the banks, and it will be a long time
before the barks supply money for any such
purpose. The honorable gentleman referred
to the fact that we had at some time or other
advocated the borrowing of money for the pur-
pose of making railways and selling lands suffi-
cienttopaytheinterest. How does he meet that?
He asks, if the lands are sold and applied to
the payment of the interest, what becomes of
the principal, which must come due some day P
Is there not an amount of absurdity about an
argument of thiskind? Can they bring any
objection whatever against the ability of the
colony to sell lands to pay the interest, while
the Bill, if it asserts anything at all, asserts
the ability of the eolony to pay, not only the
interest, but the whole of the principal re-
quired for the construetion of the railways?
There is a half sentimental idea connected
with financial separation in this Bill, and I
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am astonished to find that it has been worked
up as it has by those who have considered,
or affected to consider, that this Bill is a step
towards financial separation. The meaning
of the Bill is, that certain distriets marked
off on the map are, in thefuture, to provide
for the construction of railways there. Isit
not well known that the Government will be
made responsible, and are responsible for
making railways in all parts of this
colony? Take the Darling Downs. That
district has just been devoted to one
object, namely, the making of homestead
greas. 'There is not an acre there to con-
struct a line from. Do they mean to make
it a bar to making lines there, that the prin-
ciple of financial separation having been
adopted, they must make the lines out of the
proceeds of the land? Is this to be the
answer given to the people on the Darling
Downs, the Logan, and Tast Moreton—that
the land being sold, they have no claim for
railways? We know this is not the case.
‘We know that in spite of this Railway
Reserves Bill being drawn, the country where
the land is sold has as much claim, and per-
haps more, because of the settlement that has
taken place there, as any other portion of the
colony, and there is not the slightest doubt
those claims will have to be recognised. The
evil is intensified rather than abated by what
has taken place, and this agitation about
separation will not be confined now to the
North, for it will extend wherever the
reserves are made. The people in those
reserves will, and not unnaturally, say, “ We
have paid for our railways; why are we to
be taxed to make railways anywhere else?P”
The Government cannot get out of this
dilemma, try as they will; and they must
acknowledge that, the principle being estab-
lished, it is’ not the intention of the Govern-
ment to make railways except from funds
raised in the locality. If they do that, the
Bill will be thrown out at once; if they, on
the other hand, say that future Governments
will be responsible for making railways there
as well as anywhere else, the principle of
financial separation is gome. In faet, sir, it
never was in the Bill, and to call what is there
the principle of financial separation is too
absurd. You see the absurdities of it when
you apply it to a particular distriet. If you
work it out in practice, and stand by the
principle, you will find that the populous
parts of the colony will be the parts that, in
the future, willhave no claim to railway exten-
sion. I do not mean, Mr. Speaker, to enter
further into this part of the question, and
repeat arguments that have been already
used against the Bill. I have not
changed my mind about it, though I ean
see that other men have changed theirs, and
you may be certain that the more the Bill is
known, the more it will be opposed ; I have
no doubt if ever it is attempted to bring it
into action, it will bring its own cure with it,
but it will be to the great detriment of the
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colony. The evils will be seen the moment
it is put into actual practice. The Govern-
ment might have supported this principle if
it is a good one, holding back, however, such
a sweeping measure as this until the proof of
the principle had been made by the sale of
lands under the Western Railway Act. That
has not been’ done. It might have been done
by this time if the Government had seen that
it was necessary to prove the principle be-
fore it was carried ; but they were not wise
enough, and now they will see the bad effects,
I am sure of it, as soon as the first sale has
taken place, and I have no doubt honorable
members on that side of the House will be
the first to deprecate the evils that will in-
evitably result. ‘Lhey will find that they
have not got the class of men to purchase which
they expected; there will be none of the
capitalists from foreign countries that have
been talked about; for, as they will find, the
lands will be purchased by the people of the
colony. Very little capital, I am convineed,
will come from the outside ; the proceeds will
be entirely realised from capital employed in
the colony. I must maintain, sir, that the
arguments I used the other night have
not been met. We have given every en-
couragement by a Liberal Land Bill such
as has not been seen in any other colony,
namely, the 1868 Land Bill, in which a
man under the easiest conditions may take
10,000 acres of land, yet the result has been
the addition of only £1,200,000 to the Trea-
sury. How then can the Minister for Lands
tell us that a Bill which provides for the
sale of land in blocks of 2,500 acres will
realise more than this ? The minimum price
I presume will be ten shillings an acre, while
with the other Bill, the minimum price was
half the amount, with a system of deferred
payments that virtually reduced the amount
to three and eightpence per acre. There
was land offered under all manner of tempta-
tions, and it was not taken in the manner
that was expected ; and yet the Minister for
Lands comes forward and says people will
rush and buy lands when the conditions are
much harder. The Colonial Treasurer ought
clearly to have shown how he expected to
provide £25,000 for the interest of the rail-
ways he proposed just now. He certainly
finds no encouragement in his own Treasury
statements just published ; it is but too plain
that he cannot get it there, without increasing
present taxation. He has this year relieved
the revenue of £100,000, that is to say he has
borrowed that sum for expenditure on publie
works which have hitherto been executed out
of the general revenue of the colony. Next
year the—I will not say swindle, but~—mani-
pulation of the finances will be far too plain to
every honorable member to allow that sort
of thing to be done again, and he will not get
£100,000 next year to make temporary roads
and so forth in the colony. He has this
additional debt of £25,000 to provide for, and
if he will but study bis own figures, he will
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find there is a deficit of £80,000 apparent.
And that is the state of the colony when
Ministers come down in this indefinite way
and talk of a scheme, the effect of which not
one of them,I am convinced, understands.
The honorable member for Toowoomba has
shown very plainly that the Customs, so far
from realising the expected interest of
£43,000 on the year, have been gradually
decreasing. Taking the two sources of re-
venue—the Customs and Hxcise—the facts
are that in the three months, instead of the
increase calculated upon by the Treagurer, we
have an increase of £25 only. And any
business man will tell you at once that the
revenue proceeds from the last three months
are likely to be better in proportion tham
those of the succeeding nine months, and
that if he does not get his increase in these
three months there is little chance of realising
it in the remainder of the year. Indeed, sir,
I look upon this expectation as completely
gone. His estimate in almost everything else
has been falsified when he put down a large
inerease. The railway revenue, for example,
has not come up to anything like what he
predicted ; and although the statement con-
cludes with an addition showing an increase
on the whole in the revenue of £24,447 for
the quarter, there is little to congratulate our-
selveson when we analysethe return. It might
beaccounted forinthree ways: £12,627 of that
amount is due entirely to rents of runs, which
rentsare paid only once in the year, on the 30th
September, giving the Treasurer, therefore,
the whole of the increase on that head for the
twelvemonths; £5,727isdueto the sale of lands
by auction, and I have often expressed the
opinion that this will not be a permanent
source of revenue if it is spent on the
ephemeral work of meeting eurrent liabilities.
Then we have£2,531 from the Official Assignee,
I suppose simply an account transferred.
These three amounts then aceountfor the whole
of the increase, but in order to make good the
caleulations—that is to say provide funds for
the expenditure—he must have an increase
of £126,000, and we have gone three months
into the year and have not got a single
penny in the way of increase. But, sir, in
order to make the Estimates look something
like feasible, he actually makes out a balance
in favor of the Treasury to the amount of
£160,000. And how is that startling effect
managed P In the first place, I must observe
that the statement should never have been
published at this time, because £130,000—
the rents from pastoral runs accruing on one
day-—must give a balance on the right side, so
that it is impossible to have a correct view
of the financial position of the colony if the
balance is struck at that time. I say, after a
personal inspection of the Government Ga-
zettes from the 1st January, 1873, and from
personal recollection of my own in the House
in 1869 and 1870, with the exception I
have mentioned to-night, when Mr. Hem-
mant was reduced to the necessity of showing
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8 balance in the same way as is done now,
this course has never been adopted in the
colony before. As to the way in which the
expenditure has been put before the House,
I can see nothing else in it but a deliberate
attempt to try and put a smiling face upon
the state of affairs. It is false, as will be
shown by simply reading the items. We all
know that the Estimates, so far as they have
gone, have not tended in the direction of
reducing the expenditure; they have rather
been the opposite way. In all departments we
see the same thing—an increase everywhere.
Let us examine the Treasury statement just
published. Take the police for instance. The
police expenditure within thelast three months,
18 represented to be £30,707, while in the cor-
responding guarter of last year it was £39,757,
or %ess by £9,000. Does any honorable
member of the House believe that such a
statement as this can be got up except in one
way—that of reserving payments that are
actually due, and ought to have been
debited to the quarter? I will take an-
other example: charitable allowances in
the corresponding period of last year, were
£8,037, and this year for the same period of
time they are £5,061. Honorable members
are aware that there are much larger funds
under this heading than in any previous
year, yet the Treasury have not paid them.
This, then, is the way in which the
expenditure iz made to appear so much
lower than in the same quarter of 1875.
Take the next item—grants in aid of public
institutions ; last year it was £1,203; this
year it is £888. Again, I say, honorable
members are aware that provision is made
on the Estimates for a much larger amount,
but the money is not paid. Perhaps, the
Attorney-General, who has some knowledge
of accounts, would be glad to hear a little
about his own department. Last year,
in the quarter ending 30th September,
the Supreme Court cost £2,247; this year,
in the same period, it is only £1,290. But
there is no reduction made in the Estimates,
and we must conelude that by some manipula-
tion of the accounts, payment of amounts due
hasbeen kept back,and that they mustbe paid.
So again, in the item of Distriet Courts, the
sum 1n 1875 was £3,484, and in 1876, £1,681
—actually half the amount; and this, while
the District Courts show the reverse of a
saving, an actual increase having been voted.
Still, as I have plainly shown, they have
managed to manipulate the accounts in order
to show a balance on the side of the worthy
Treasurer. I could read through the items
connected with every department with the
same results; they have put down less ex-
penditure than is due for the three months,
It is quite possible the money is not paid, I
am sure it must be so, or Mr. Drew would
not have cerfified to such a document; but
I say unfair means have been taken to kee

payment back. The Treasurer has place

before us a balance quite unprecedented, and
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he can only give one instance in which such
a balance was ever seen before, and that was
when it was given at a certain time to serve
a special and similar purpose.

The Coroniar Secrerary: I should not
have said anything more than I have said
on this question, had not the honorable
member made some remarks about me; and
the tenor of his observations was that he him-
self was the only person in the House who
understood finance. Now, sir, I believe it is
possible some people may know something
about banking without being a bank director.
As to the example he gave of my argu-
ments, namely, .that if he took a handful of
money out of his pocket, other money would
flow in, as water finds its own level, that is
an illustration to which I might very well
apply the term he applied to some other re-
marks of mine—it is silly. More than that,
itis silly in the extreme, What I did say
was, that the banks in this colony, with one
exception, were branches either of banks in
the other colonies, or in the mother-country,
and that if money was wanted in this colony
it would find its level, thatis to say, it would
be drawn from the other colonies—from the
head banks to the places where it is most
required. The honorable member himself
supplied me with the illustration. He said :—

“ Why, sir, there is no colony in the whole
Australian group thathas better facilities forselling
land, and better customers than New South Wales
has; she has been bleeding Victoria from the
very first for money for her lands, and she is not
yet aware of the bad effects of putting so much
into the market.”

T stated in some previous remarks that T had
no doubt that when we offered these lands
for sale, we should bleed, not only Vietoria,
but New South Wales through these banks.
The honorable member referred to the bank
returns, and said that if I knew anything
about banking, I should know that they only
lent the money deposited with them ; but
there is nothing in the Act to confine those
banks to the money they receive as deposits.

Mr. Warse: I rise to a point of order,
sir.

The SpEaxER: What is the point of order
the honorable member refers to P

Mr. WarLse : The honorable member is not
at all addressing himself to the question before
the House.

Mr. Paruer: The adjournment of the
debate is the question before us now, sir.

The Sreaxir: I think the honorable
Colonial Secretary is addressing himself just
as much to the motion before the House as
the honorable member for Maranoa did; if
license is given to one member, it must be
equally given to another.

Mr, Warsa: If the honorable member for
Maranoa was out of order, sir, that is no
reason why the honorable Colonial Secretary
should be; I want to keep the honorable
gentleman in check, if possible; T am quite
aware that for the whole of this evening it has
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been quite a discursive debate, and not at
all connected with the Order of the Day.

The Coronral SecrETARY: If the honor-
able member understood my remarks, Mr.
Speaker, he would know that they were
pertinent to the question; not only that, but
the Thonorable member for Maranoa has
based the whole of his arguments on the
subject to which I was referring when in-
terrupted by the honorable member for the
‘Warrego. That honorable member has a
very different intention when he interrupts
me, from that of merely rising to a question
of order, and that is, to put me off the sub-
ject on which I am speaking, and to prevent
me following out the thread of my discourse.
When he interrupted me, I was speaking of
the Banking Act passed in this eolony, and
saying that there is nothing in'it to com-
pel the banks to keep any capital deposited
with them here in the colony, nor is there
anything in the Aet to prevent them from
bringing capital here from other ecolonies.
That is what I wanted to illustrate when I
last addressed the House, that wherever the
banks find money is most wanted, there the
mouney will flow, just as water will find its
own level. The honorable member for
Maranoa referred to a great many figures,
but although I have been searching, I have
not been able to put my hands upon the
returns. I understood the honorable mem-
ber’s remarks fo apply to the assets and
liabilities of the various banks in the
colony, and I am mnot able just now
to work out the figures, but I am perfectly
aware that these balances vary consider-
ably,and vary just as the wants of the colony
vary. I have just found a return which
shows that on the 5th March, 1874, the
balance in favor of the several banks, six in
number, which is the whole number in the
colony—=the balance of assets over liabilities
was over half-a-million, and that now it is
something like £85,000; but I take it that if
it is necessary to have a larger amount of
money in the colony in the event of these
lands being offered for sale, this money will
find its way into the colony again through
the banks, as they are the custodians of
money to a very considerable extent. AsT
stated at the outset, the banks here, with one
exception, are branches of those in the mother
country or in other colonies, and for that rea-
son the money will find its way here when
wanted.

Mr. Wazsm : Mr. Bpeaker—Sir, surely after
the charges which have been brought against
the honorable Colonial Treasurer of falsifying
returns to a certain extent, or of allowing
them to be falsified—I do not say for one mo-
ment he did it, for that would be impossible—
and surely after the veryable speeches we have
heard this evening—the most able, I do
not hesitate to say, that have been de-
livered this session, and which have been
totally unanswered by the Government—
surely I say, sir, after those speeches, the
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Government are not going to force us to con-
tinue the debate at this late hour. If the
Premier, instead of advising his henchman,
and instead of interrupting me by talking,
will allow me to say what I have to say, the
progress of the business will be better. Well,
I was going to say, that if the Government
think they are going to force us to a division
now, they are mistaken. I say, that when
such important statements have been made
and such serious charges have been brought
against the Government, all affecting the
ability of it to make these railways—when
these charges have been made by the honor-
able member for Maranoa in, undoubtedly,
one of the ablest speeches I have ever heard
in this chamber, and when he was followed
by one of the ablest speeches from the
honorable member for East Moreton, it is
more than this House ean submit to, to be told
that we are to go to a division without some
reply from the Government. I takecredit to
myself, sir, for the able speeches we have had
this evening, simply because I prevented the
Government the other eveming, against the
protestations of their own side, from
dividing. Those honorable members would
have snuffed out the ablest debate if they
could, some hours ago, because they thought
the honorable leader of the Opposition had
gone away, and would have pressed the second
reading to a division ; but I tell the Govern-
ment that there are several honorable mem-
bers on this side who are quite ecapable
of addressing themselves to this question, and
who have a perfect right to insist upon being
allowed an opportunity of doing so. I do
not profess myself to have much ability, but
at the same time I have a good deal to say
upon it, and as I moved the adjournment of
the debate onthe last occasion, I should have
spoken long ago had I not been intercepted by
an honorable member who was able to do more
justice to it than I could. Seeing that it has
been the rule of the session not to continue
the debates after ten o’clock, I trust hon-
orable members will see that it is of no use
trying to force this question to a division
this evening. The speeches of the honorable
members for Maranoa and East Moreton
are speeches which should sink deeply into
the minds of honorable members, and the
Government should themselves consider them
and see what points have been raised in them,
and what valuable information they con-
tained. For that reason I shall strenuously
oppose going to a division, and, in faet, if
honorable members will assist me, I will pro-
mise that there shall be no division this
evening. I should like to know whether the
Government intend to eonsent to an adjourn-
ment, or do I understand the Premier that
he is determined the debate shall be finished
now ?

The Premigr: If the honorable member
will sit down, I will tell him.

Mr. Watsg: No; the honorable gentle-
man knows what that means. Does the
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honorable member say that there shall not be
a postponement P

The Corowniar SECBETARY: Stick to the
question.

Mr. Warsa: The honorable member tells
me to stick to the question ; if T doso I shall
set him a good example to follow in future.
There will be no division on this question to-
night, until the Ministers, until the publie—
for I go further than the Ministers—have
had an opportunity of weighing well the
vital arguments which have been advanced
in this chamber this evening on this very
extraordinary railway policy of the Govern-
ment.

Mr. Lorp said: I hope, sir, that this
debate will be decided to-night, as this is the
third evening which has been occupied by it,
and I think that sufficient time has been
given to honorable members to express their
views on it. I hope the honorable member
for the Warrego will not find any hounorable
member to support him in what may be
termed factious opposition. If I thought
that that honorable member, by anything he
could say, would influence one vote in this
House, I should support him in not going to
a division ; but I hold that all the talking for
another week would not influence one honor-
able member of this House as to the way
in which Le should vote on the second reading
of the Bill before us. Before sitting down
I should like to correct a statement made
by the honorable member for Port Curtis,
to the effect that in regard to the Gympie
people, he believed that the majority of them
did not want a railway, and that others
were in favor of having a railway to Noosa
instead of to Maryborough. I do not know
where he gained that information, but I may
tell him plainly that it is not correct; for,
from my knowledge of the people of
Gympie, they are very anxious indeed that
this line from Maryborough to Gympie
should be made. It was stated at a public
meeting I held a short time ago, that they
did not want a railway to Noosa, and they
were perfectly satisfied that if a railway was
made in the distriet, it must come from Mary-
borough, until it was fully proved that Noosa
could be made a port. It is my intention
to vote for the second reading of the Bill,
because I consider the prineiple of it is good,
namely, of setting apart lands within the
colony to pay for the cost of construction of
railways. I do not mean that the lands
should all be sold before the lines are made,
and it would be folly for any one to suppose
such a thing, as we must borrow the money first
and sell the lands afterwards; that I think is
provided for inthe thirteenth clauseof the Bill.
There is a clause which I shall like to see
amended when the Bill is in committee—or
rather, part of a clause—I allude to
gection 3 of clause 8 of the Bill; and if
no other honorable member moves an
amendment in it, I shall do so, to
the effect that conditional selection be
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allowed ‘to - take place within the railway
reserves. I am quite certain that a good deal
of land will be alienated in that way, and I
do not see why it should not be. T hope the
House will not support the honorable member
for the Warrego, in what I may term his
factious opposition.

Mr, ParmEr : Sir, asfaras I am concerned
personally, I am quite prepared for a divi-
sion ; but if the honorable member for the
‘Warrego, who has not yet spoken on the
main question, wishes to speak, I think the
Government should allow him an opportunity
of doing so; I believe he is the only honor-
able member who has not spoken on the
main question, and there is no doubt he is
entitled to speak on it. The honorable
Colonial Secretary has replied to the honor-
able member for Maranoa, and I might just
as well reply to the remarks of the Attorney-
General, and we might thus go on for weeks
longer with the debate. That, however, does
not alter the question ; the honorable member
for Warrego has not spoken, and he is deter-
mined that he will not be left alone in that
respect ; he is entitled to speak, and, there-
fore, I ecan promise that he will not be left
to - the tender mercies of the Treasury
benches, but that we shall support him. I
understood that the honorable member for
Maranoa was to be the last to speak, or
otherwise I should have pressed for a divi-
sion at ten o’clock. In regard to the contra-
diction given by the honorable member for
Gympie to some statements made by me, all
I can say is, that I gained my information
from the public prints; a certain section may
wish for a railway to Gympie from Mary-
borough, but a great many persons do not;
it is a matter of opinion. I would again urge
upon the Government to give way, and let
the debate come on to-morrow ; it cannot last
much longer.

The PreMiEr: Sir, in answer to the hon-
orable member for Port Curtis, I may say
that this is now he third evening of the debate
on this Bill. If I recollect right, in the
House of Commons, where there are between
five and six hundred members, the debate on
the Irish Church Disestablishment Bill only
occupied three days, and yet four days is
asked for this Railway Reserves Bill. The
honorable member for Maranoa has made
two long speeches, the adjournment having
been moved in order’to give him an oppor-
tunity of replying to my honorable colleague,
the Treasurer, and I presume that if some
one will move the adjournment to-morrow,
we shall have another speech from the
honorable gentleman. I think we should
come to a division this evening; and in regard
to-the honorable member for Warrego not
having spoken, that honorable member has
been in the refreshment room for some hours
when he might have been in the House, and
have made a speech.

Mr. Warse: I rise toa point of order,
gir..- The honorable member is referring to
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my absence, and my being in the refreshment
room.

The SPEAKER:
order.

Mr. Watsa: Well, then, sir, I rise: to
make a personal explanation. It is not true,
sir, ag stated by the Premier, that I have
wasted my time in the refreshment room. I
believe I have been in the House this even-
ing longer than the honorable gentleman has;
and if I left the chamber, 1t was because
there was some honorable member speaking,
and I saw I should not have a chance of
addressing the House for some time. No
honorable member wastes more time in' the
refreshment room than the Premier himself.

Mr. Aumorst said: I am sorry, sir, the
Government refuse to assent to the motion
for adjournment, as they must know that
they will gain no time by so doing. I think,
sir, the honorable member for Warrego
should have a fair hearing, as he is an ex-
Minister. The Government ought to ‘be
ashamed of refusing it to him, except that if
anything could make them ashamed of them-
gelves they would have retired long ago. I
beg to move—

That is not a point of

That this House do now adjourn.

Mr. WarsH said : I really do not intend to
enforce the expression of my opinion upon
the House. I see members generally
are weary of debate, and the Govern-
ment are afraid of debate, and I will not
enforce my right to address the House and
prolong the discussion. If the Government
are determined not to aliow the adjournment
of the debate, I shall simply enter my pro-
test that I have not had an opportunity of
addressing myself to the question. I was
prevented this evening from doing so, and at
this time of night I am not going to inflict
upon my friends the tediousness of having to
sit and listen to me. The Government are
simply afraid of hearing what I have to:say,
because if T had an opportunity of doing so,
I could point out the absurdity of the
boundaries they have defined, and I could
instruct them geographically. But I shall
not take the trouble to do so. I would fry
to save the country from being committed to
a scheme which will land us in insolvency,
and which shows how utterly incapable . this
Government is to legislate for the interests of
the country ; but if it is the determination of
the majority, I am willing to let itgo. I see I
can do no good, and I will not ask my: friends
on this side of the House to sustain me in
the hopeless task I should be undertaking.
I shall, therefore, offer no further opposition
if the Government are determined not to
allow the debate to be adjourned.

Mr. AmaURsT then withdrew his motion
for the adjournment of the House.

Question—That the debated be adjourned,
put and negatived.
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Question—~That this Bill be now read a
second ' time, put, and the House divided
with. the following result :—

Axzs, 20.
" Messrs. G. Thorn, Douglas, Dickson, Griffith,
Stewart, Beattie, Edmondstone, MacDonald,
Tyrel, J. Thorn, Lord, Murphy, Groom, Fraser,
McLean, - W. Scott, Morgan, Kingsford, Foote,
and Bailey.

Nozs, 15.

Messrs. Palmer, Thompson, Walsh, McIlwraith,
Bell, Macrossan, Fryar, Haly, Morchead, Steven-
son, J.- Scott, O’Sullivan, Ivory, Amhurst, and
Graham.

‘Whereupon Bill read a second time.





