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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Monday, 25 September, 1876. 

Railway Classification.-Electoral Irregularitles.-Mem­
bers' Expenses Bill.-Snpply, 

RAILWAY CLASSIFICATION. 
Mr. BuzAcoTT said that he rose to move 

the adjournment of the House for the purpose 
of bringing under the notice of the honorable 
Minister for Works the absurd differential 
charges at present made for the conveyance 
of goods by the Northern Railway. He had 
received a letter from one of his constituents, 
who said that the intricacy of the railway 
tariff was causing very great inconvenience, 
and who had called his (Mr. lluzacott's) 
attention to several articles on which the 
difference in the charges was more parti­
cularly noticeable: for instance, dried apples 
were included in the first class, other dried 
fruits in the second class, and others in the 
third class; whilst, with regard to other 
articles, the difference was equally absurd. 
He believed that such a system was operat­
ing very injuriously against the railway, 
because it involved great difficulty with the 
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carriers, whom the merchants and squatters 
were desirous of engaging to take wool and 
supplies from end to end in order to avoid 
the necessity of having an agent at Dingo, 
the present terminus. When a permanent 
terminus was established, it would, of course, 
be necessary to have such an agent ; but at 
present, when the site of the terminus was 
being constantly removed as comtruction 
went on, no carrier could be found to take 
goods from end to end, owing to the difficul­
ties of classification. He had made a great 
many inquiries into the matter, and he had 
found, so far as could be ascertained, that 
a simpler system of classification would not be 
followed by any loss of revenue to the rail· 
way, whereas it would prevent a great deal 
of the annoyance and inconvenience at present 
experienced by merchants and others at 
Rockbampton. He thought that a similar 
system should be pursued as that adopted by 
steamers and carriers, as by it there would 
be no loss of revenue to the railway; and on 
the other hand, the expenses of management 
would be lessened. He moved-

That this House do now adjourn. 

The PREMIER said that the classification at 
present adopted by the Government in this 
colony was based on ihat of the London 
Clearing House, and was the same as that in 
England and in the Australian colonies ; but 
no matter what it was, it could not be ex­
pected to please everyone. One thing he 
might say in reference to Rockhampton, 
namely, that the present tariff would be the 
means of bringing far more traffic on to the 
Northern line than had hitherto been the 
case; for instance, a great deal of copper 
now went down to Rockhampton that 
would otherwise have gone to Broad­
sound. He had not had much time to devote 
to the subject, as honorable members were 
aware ; but he would promise the House to 
give it his attention as soon as he could. He 
thought that on the whole, the tariff was not 
an unsatisfactory one, and that it was wise to 
abide by a classifillation which was univer­
sally adopted in England and most of the 
colonies. He believed the honorable member 
for Port Curtis was in favor of having one 
uniform rate for all goods. 

Mr. PALMER said he should be glad if he 
could believe the statement of the honorable 
Premier that the present tariff would be the 
means of increasing the traffic on theN orthern 
line, but he could not see how goods were to 
come from Clermont to Rockhampton instead 
of to Broadsound, unless some alteration in 
the charges was made, as the distance 
between the two places was about the same, 
and there was more good grass on the Broad­
sound road. The present traffic was not 
suited to carriers, because they could not 
enter into contracts to take goods from Dingo 
Creek, as they did not understand the tariff, 
and could not understand it. He held in his 
hand a letter from a leading merchant of 

Rockhampton, and he would ask, how any 
carrier could contract to carry goods classi­
fied in the manner mentioned in that letter P 
The writer stated that apples were classified 
as first-class, currants second-class, and 
raisins, which were not really classified at all, 
were charged as third-class ; sperm candles 
were charged first-class, whilst tallow candles 
were put down as second-class; cocoanut 
matting was put down first- class, and Chinese 
matting second-class ; what was the differ­
ence, he should like to know, between two 
rolls of matting P Why, one would think that 
they had a protection Government, who 
wanted to put a protective charge on the 
Chinese. Then again, colonial wine was put 
down as first-class, and imported wine second­
class, and so on ; in fact, there were thirteen 
different classifications, giving the greatest 
amount of work, and frequently ending in 
any amount of dispute. That was the opinion 
of the writer of the letter he held in his band, 
and he would mention the gentleman's name; 
it was Captain Hunter, who was, if anyone 
was, well qualified to give an opinion on such 
matters. He should like to hear the Gov­
ernment defend such a tariff. The Premier 
was wrong in saying that his (Mr. Palmer's) 
idea was to have one uniform tariff, as that 
was not the case-what he had said was, that if 
ships and carriers could carry goods at two 
different rates, namely, by weight and by 
measurement, he did not see why railways 
should not do the same. The honorable gentle­
man might say that he should have tried to 
alter the system when he was in office, but he 
was not Minister for vVorks. He certainly 
had mentioned the matter to his colleague, 
the Minister for Works, who, hocvever, al­
lowed himself to be guided by official routine. 

Mr. WaLSH: No. 
Mr. PALMER said, that at all events it had 

never been done. He believed that if any 
Secretary for Works was willing to do justice 
to the country, and at the same time to the 
railway revenue, he would say to the Traffic 
Manager, "Make me out two classifications 
by which the revenue shall not suffer. I 
insist upon having it," and it would be done. 
The present system required about three 
times as many clerks to compute the diffe­
rent rates as should be necessary, and no one 
but a man trained to the work was able to 
check the railway charges accounts. He knew 
that on the Downs the storekeepers' whole 
time was taken up in checking thoRe accounts, 
whilst in the interior it was impossible to 
check them; thus. so far from the railway 
being an accommodation, it was, as Captain 
Hunter said, a disgrace, and goods were 
coming down to 1\ockhampton by drays 
which should come by railway. 

~Ir. BELL said that they had been told by 
the Premier that the Government considered 
the present tariff was a very good one; but 
that was not the opinion of the Government 
themselves, but the opinion of Mr. Statham 
Lowe, the Traffic Manager. He believed that 
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no member of any Government had gone 
into a calculation of what was the best tariff, 
but all Governments had been guided entirely 
by Mr. Lowe. If there could be any one 
thing to make him try to get into office 
again, it would be to show Mr. Lowe that 
the present tariff was not a good one. When 
he was last in office with his honorable friend 
the member for Port Curtis, they tried to 
get the honorable member for W arrego, who 
was then Minister for vVorks, to alter the 
tariff; but every objection was made, and he 
believed that Mr. Lowe had been able to 
override the objections of every Minister for 
Works since he had been in his present 
position. The honorable member for War­
rego had never been able to give any reason, 
nor was the presEmt Minister for vVorks able 
to give any, why a single tariff consisting 
of two classifications, namely, weight and 
measurement, should not be equally remu­
nerative to the railway as the present tariff. 
The Premier stated, and Mr. Lowe said, that 
it could not be done, as it was not done in 
England. 

The PREMIER : Nor in the colonies. 
Mr. BELL said that had he been Minister 

for Works, he should be ashamed if he had 
not tried to make some alteration, as every­
body outside of the Government offices said 
the uresent classification was an absurdity 
on the face of it. As the honorable member 
for Port Curtis had said, why not tell Mr. 
Statham Lowe to revise the tariff, and make 
two classifications of it, namely, weight and 
measurement, and if Mr. Lowe could not do 
it, let somebody else be found who could; 
and if the Minister for Works could not do 
it, then. if he (Mr. Bell) was in the House, 
he should try and get another Minister tor 
Works. 

Mr. J. ScoTT said the same question had 
cropped up a good many times, and the only 
explanation which had ever been made was, 
that the present classification was the custom 
in England; but circumstances in this colony 
were very different to those in England, as here 
there were considerable difficulties connected 
with the tmnsmission of goods. The honor­
able member for Port Curtis said he had tried 
to alter the present system, but had not suc­
ceeded ; but it was during that honorable 
gentleman's administration that a more uni­
form rate had been charged, and the railway 
had paid better during the time that was the 
case than it had ever done since. There was 
no difficulty in the way of the Government 
doing that, and the honorable Minister for 
Works could satis(y himself of that, if he 
made inquiries. 

Mr. PETTIGREW said that honorable mem­
bers opposite had been talking about the 
tariff on the Northern line, but he had a few 
words to say in regard to the classification of 
goods on the Southern and vVestera Railway; 
at the same time he thoroughly endorsed 
everything that had been said by those hon­
orable members. Butter was carried down 

at fourpence a cask, which at the present 
time was worth £200 a ton, so that supposing 
a cask was broken, a loss was incurred of far 
more than a month's freight. Maize was 
brought down at 2s. 6d. a ton, and from 
Rosewood at 3s. 4d., which was less than 
one-half the distance, so that the charges 
must be fixed with the object of running 
the steamers off the river. Heavy traffic 
would not pay for much handling. He 
thought that the traffic on the railways should 
be made to pay without at the same time being 
a hardship on the pecple. No portion of a 
line should be worked at a loss simply to run 
off the steamers. There was no use in talking 
about who was to blame until the Ministry 
took the matter in hand and got some mercan­
tile man to give them ROme advice. At the 
present time it was really hard labor to under­
stand the classification of goods, and he was 
certain it would not pay; and he trusted, there­
fore, that during the recess, if the Minister 
for Works thought of the matter at all, he 
would endeavor to frame a better tariff. 

Mr. MoREHEA.D said, in reference to the sub­
ject now before the House, that he had, some 
months ago, waited upon the late Colonial 
Treasurer, who was then acting as Premier, and 
had brought under his notice the necessity of 
having some alteration made in the railway 
tariff, and that gentleman quite agreed with 
dividing all goods under the heading of 
weight and measurement. He did not see 
why the present Minister for Works could 
not take a step in that direction. All he 
could say was, that if anyone took the list of' 
Mr. Lowe and compared the rates in it with 
those charged in England, he would see the 
utter absurdity of the tariff in force here; and 
he trusted after the expression of opinion that 
evening, the honorable Minister for Works 
would not allow himself to be led by the nose 
by Mr. Lowe any longer, but would have some 
alteration made. 

The CoLONIAL TREA.SURER would explain 
that the classification was not made by Mr. 
Statham Lowe, but was one made, whether 
wisely or unwisely it was not for him to say, 
by a body of men of considerable experience 
in railway matters at home, who constituted 
what was known as the Railway Clearing 
Board ; they furnished a classification by 
which goods could be sent from the north to the 
south of England. There was no doubt that 
circumstances in England were somewhat 
dissimilar to those here, but he trusted that 
when any alteration was made in the classifi­
cation here it would be one uniform with the 
classification in the neighboring colonies­
that, he thought, would be far better than 
any arbitrary system of classification formed 
by the Ministry of the day, without regard to 
the tariff in the other colonies. He under­
stood that the classification in this colony 
was similar to that in New South Wales and 
Victoria, and that where any departure had 
been made, it had been to suit the conveni­
ence of the public. He quite agreed with the 



694 Railtvaff Classification. [ASSEMBLY.] Railwa11 Classification. 

speakers who had preceded him that it was 
desirable that there should be a revision of 
the railway tariff, but, at the same time, he 
thought it should be made in uniformity with 
the tariffs in the other colonies. The simple 
plan mentioned by the honorable member for 
Port Curtis must recommend itself to every­
one, but still it was a matter for considera­
tion whether it could be carried. He believed 
that the experiment made by the honorable 
member for Port Curtis was not a very suc­
cessful one--

Mr. PALMER: It was very successful. 
The CoLONIAL TREASURER said that he 

had been misinformed ; at any rate, he 
thought that any future classification should 
be uniform in all the colonies. 

Mr. IvoRY thought that, until the railways 
in this colony were connected with those of 
the neighboring colonies, which would not be 
for some years, all the Government had to 
do was with their own lines, and act ac­
cordingly. 

Mr. MAcDoNALD said he had pointed out 
to the Traffic Manager in the North that the 
classification was very defective; but it had 
been pointed out to him, by that officer, that if it 
was reduced to two or three charges, the prices 
would have to be much higher than they now 
were in order to make the railway pay; and, 
whenhefurtherassured him (Mr. MacDonald) 
that the classification was the same as on the 
Southern and Western line, of course he 
could not object. He thought it was very 
desirable that some alteration should be made 
in the tariff. 

Mr. W .ALSH said the only remarks he had 
to make in reference to the railway classifi­
cation of goods were in regard to a legal 
opinion he had taken some years ago. Be­
tween Ipswich and Gatton the rate charged 
was 35s. a ton, while from Gatton to Ips­
wich 1t was 45s. 6d. a ton, and that sort of 
thing went all through the tariff, and was, he 
believed, contrary to law. In support of his 
opinion, he would read the lOlst clause of 
the Railway Act, which gave power to the 
Commissioner for Railways to make such 
charges in respect of goods thereof-
" as may from time to time be determined 
upon by the Governor with the advice of the 
Executive Council Provided that all such tolls 
be at all times charged equally to all persons and 
after the same rate whether per ton per mile or 
otherwise in respect of all passengers and all 
goods or carriages of the same description and 
conveyed or propelled by a like engine or car· 
riage passing only over the same portion of the 
line of railway under the same circumstances 
and no reduction or advance in any such tolls 
shall be made either directly or indirectly in 
favor of or against any particular company or 
person tmvelling upon or using the railway." 

He had occasion some years ago, when he 
found differential rates being charged, to 
take the opinion of the Law Officers of the 
Crown, and they considered that such charges 
were contrary to the A.ct. A.t that time the 

charges were acting most unfairly, as one 
individual had his goods carried very much 
cheaper than the community generally had 
theirs. He thought it was unfair at the 
time, and was satisfied that the Government 
were right in making only one charge for all. 
He would recommend the honorable Min­
ister for Works to take the matter into 
serious consideration. He should not enter 
into the general question which had been 
raised, but would express a hope that the 
Government would always protect the revenue 
of the railway, and the people of the country 
generally, against the clamor of a few cus­
tomers. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS wished 
to refer to the statement that had just been 
made by the honorable member for the War­
rego, that the Government ought to protect 
the railway interests. Whatever simplifica­
tion might be made would, no doubt, be 
desirable, so long as it did not reduce the 
railway revenue. 

Mr. BELL: That is not wanted. 
The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LA.NDS said 

he thought that simplification might be at­
tained, and at the same time increase the 
railway revenue. He very much doubted 
whether the colony received as much revenue 
from its railways as it should do, and there­
fore it was very necessary, as he had already 
remarked, that any change in classification 
should go in that direction. The officers of 
the department hacl pointed out the danger 
of simplification in the direction in which it 
had been named by honorable members, but 
if it could be done without any reduction of 
revenue, the sooner there was some simpli­
fication the better. 

Mr. BuzACOTT said he was glad to 
have been so supported by honorable mem­
bers in bringing forward the matter, but at 
the same time, the House had not received 
from the Minister for Works any promise 
that he would cause a revision of the present 
tariff to be made. He should, therefore, take 
an early opportunity of bringing the matter 
again before the House, but in such a sub­
stantial form as to have hopes of its being 
thoroughly discussed, and the sense of the 
House being ascertained in regard to it. He 
would, with the permission of the House, 
withdraw his motion. 

Mr. MACROSSAN said that had not the 
honorable member for Rockhampton moved 
the adjournment, it was his intention to have 
done so, with the view of bringing under the 
notice of the honorable Colonial Secretary a 
most flagrant violation of the Electoral 
Act--

Mr. BELL rose to a point of order. He 
thought it was not wise for the honorable 
member to introduce new matter on the same 
motion for adjournment, as honorable mem­
bers who had spoken on the last question 
could not, according to the rules of the House, 
speak upon the question which the honorable 
member was about to bring before them. 
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The SPEAKER said that, as a question of 
order was raised, he might say the horror­
able member for the Kennedy was quite in 
order, as the question brought forward by 
him was as relevant to the motion for ad­
journment as that which had just been dis­
posed of, or as such questions generally 
were. 

Mr. BELL said he did not wish to imply 
that the honorable member for the Kennedy 
was out of order, but he would point out 
that it would be more convenient if the hon­
orable member would allow the present 
motion to be withdrawn, and move another 
motion, so that honorable members who had 
already spoken could speak again. 

The SPEAKER said that was a matter that 
rested entirely with the honorable member 
for the Kennedy. 

Mr. MACROSSAN said he was extremely 
obliged to the honorable member for Dalby 
for calling his attention to the fact that by 
the course he was about to a<lopt he might 
have prevented honora ble m em hers from speak­
ing on the question he was about to bring 
forward. He should take another opportu· 
nity of moving the adjournment. 

The motion was by leave withdrawn. 

ELECTORAL IRREGULARITIES. 
Mr. MAcRossAN moved­
That this House do now adjourn, 

and stated that he did so for the purpose of 
bringing under the notice of the honorable 
Colonial Secretary a gross violation of the 
Electoral Act by the Police Magistrate of 
Charters Towers, which he was pretty well 
certain would lead to the disfranchisement of 
many electors both in the electorate of the 
Kennedy and in that' of Ravenswood. Those 
violations had been for year after year going 
on in the North, and the same people who 
had been guilty of those violations had been 
permitted to go unpunished. On two oc­
casions his own name had been struck off 
from the roll ; the first time it was done, as he 
believed, intentionally, in order that he might 
be prevented from becoming a member of 
that House, as no man could be elected a 
member unless his name was on some electoral 
roll. Now, the man who had the audacity to 
strike off his name had been actually pro· 
moted in the public service instead of being 
dismissed, as he should have been for many 
reasons. The violation of the Act to which 
he drew attention that day, was of the 16th 
section of the Elections Act of 1874, which 
provided that the person appointed to collect 
the names of voters should give true copies 
of the lists to the Clerk of Petty Sessions 
for the district, who should cause copies 
to be printed or fairly transcribed of such 
lists, and deliver a copy of the same to 
any person requiring it, and should also cause 
a copy to be affixed on the Court House for a 
period of fourteen days, ending on the 30th 
September in every year. It was now the 25th 

September, and there remained only five days 
more of the time allowed by the Act, and yet 
no electoral list could be obtained in the 
Kennedy or Ravenswood districts. In large 
electorates like the two he had mentioned, it 
was impossible, if the lists of electors were 
not exhibited at the proper time, for men at 
a distance from the Court of Petty Sessions, 
whose names had been omitted from the roll, 
to have them inserted within the time speci­
fied, namely, the tenth of October. Oue 
portion of the district which the bench of 
Charters Towers had to deal with, was Cape 
River, which was a hundred miles distant; 
it was in the RavenswQod electorate, and 
every man there whose name was omitted 
from the list would be disfranchised for 
the ensuing year. That, he submitted, 
was a very serious subject for the con­
sideration of the Government. The gen­
tleman who had been working in the matter 
had prevented the Clerk of Petty Sessions 
from hanging up lists at the Court House 
so that everyone might examine them, but 
had ordered them to be sent to the printers, 
in whose hands they were at the present 
time. But the most remarkable thing in con· 
nection with the gentleman in question, was 
that last year, when he (Mr. Macrossan) was 
attending to his duties in Parliament, his name 
was omitted from the list, anrl that when he re­
turned home in October, and made an applica· 
tion to the gentleman referred to to have it 
put on the roll, although that gentleman 
knew that his name was on the old roll, and 
that he was an elector of the Kennedy, he 
told him that his name could not be inserted 
without infringing the Act. He respected 
that gentleman's conscientious objections, and 
referred him to the Attorney-General, who 
replied that it was contrary to the Act to 
put his name on. That genileman's con· 
science prevented him then from putting ou 
the roll a name which had a right to be there, 
and it now prevented him from exhibiting 
the electoral lists as he was required to 
do by the Act. He considered that no per­
son should be allowed to violate the Electoral 
Act with impunity. Unfortunately there was 
no punishment provided in the Act for such 
neglect of duty, but he considered it was the 
duty of the Government to see that the Act 
was properly carried out, and to call upon 
their officers to show why the strict letter of 
the law had not been carried out. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said the matter 
had already occupied his attention, and the 
moment it came before him, his instructions 
were, that inquiry should be made imme­
diately why the law had not been carried 
out. The answer received by wire was not 
at all satisfactory, but instructions were 
sent to the officer to use every effort to 
have the list exposed, so that persons might 
see whether or not their names were on it. 
The answer was, that the list had been sent 
to the printer ; and no further reply had been 
sent. All he could say was, that he ehould 
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require a full explanation of the reason why 
the Act had not been complied with. The 
honorable member for the Kennedy stated 
that care had been taken to omit his name 
so that he should be disqualified from being 
a member of that House ; but the honorable 
member was not singular in having his name 
omitted, for he believ~d that there was 
scarcely a member of that House, or even 
one of the most leading men in the country, 
whose names had not been some time or 
other omitted from the roll. He had had an 
instance brought under his notice not very 
long ago, where a gentleman who lived in a 
house which must have been passed by the 
collector over and over again, and must have 
been known to him to be inhabited, had his 
name left off the roll. The present question 
had been brou6ht forward at an earlier period 
of the present session, and he had then 
stated that the Government would make 
every effort to prevent any omissions from 
the rolls. He would promise the honorable 
member that the officer at Charters Towers 
would be called upon to show why there had 
been any irregularity. 

Mr. DE Porx TYREL said he :t•ose to point 
out that the case of the honorable member 
for the Kennedy was not at all a singular 
one, as in the district of Carnarvon, both the 
name of another gentleman and his own had 
been omitted from the list. 

Mr. ],oRD thought the argument of the 
honorable Colonial Secretary and the hon­
orable member for Carnarvon went to show 
that there was all the greater necessity 
for Police Magistrates and Clerks of Petty 
Sessions being made to do their duty. The 
Act provided that the Clerks of Petty Ses­
sions should cause copies of the lists to be 
fairly transcribed or printed ; so that there 
really was no necessity to send them to the 
printer, if they could not be printed in time 
to allow of names being put on that were 
omitted. 

Mr. IvoRY said that his name had been 
omitted from a list, although it had been on 
a previous one. There was something in the 
Act, he believed, which provided that the old 
list need not be made the basis of the new 
one, and, consequently, he thought it was 
high time that there should be some fresh 
legislation on the subject. It was exceed­
ingly awkward that persons holding a pro­
perty qualification, and living a considerable 
distance from where that qualification existed, 
should have to go every year and see if their 
names were on the roll. 

The PREMIER thought that the collectors 
should take the old rolls as a basis, in order 
to get in the preliminary rolls as quickly as 
possible. He believed that his honorable col­
league, the Colonial Secretary, had given 
instructions to have all preliminary rolls ex­
hibited as speedily as possible, and that that 
was done to enable those persons whose names 
were omitted, to have them inserted on the 
roll before the lOth of October. He had 

found his name had been left out of several 
rolls-in one case, out of the roll for the 
Bremer electorate, and when he inquired 
into the matter, he found the old roll was 
not taken as a basis. It was not the duty of 
the Government to interfere with returning 
officers, but instructions had been sent to 
them to have the rolls printed as quickly as 
possible, and, therefore, the honorable mem­
ber should not feel aggrieved. 'l'he Govern­
ment had done all they could, and in the case 
of Charters Towers, he believed the rolls would 
be printed in a few days. 

Mr. MoREHEAD said that as he wished to 
save the House another motion for adjouru­
ment, he rose to call attention to a' slight 
inaccuracy in last week's " Hansard." He 
was made to say there, that he was strongly 
opposed to the extension of the Northern 
Railway to Emerald Downs, whereas he was 
in favor of it. He did not wish to make any 
complaint, as he had bee!! informed that the 
gentleman who reported his speech was suf­
fering from an attack of neuralgia at the 
time; but he did not want it to go forth to his 
constituents that he was opposed to the ex­
tension to Emerald Downs. 

Mr. W ALSH sa.id, in reference to the corn· 
plaint of the honorable member for the Ken­
nedy, that he thought after the promise 
which had been given by the honorable Colo­
nial Secretary, that nothing more could be 
done ; but they had since been told by the 
honorable Premier that it was no part of the 
duty of the Government to interfere with 
the returning officers. Now, if it was no 
part of the duty of the Government to inter­
fere with those particular officers, then it was 
no part of their duty to interfere in eletJtoral 
matters at all. The whole thing bore 
an improper aspect ; first they were told 
one thing by one Minister, and another by 
another; he considered that the Government 
should leave those officers to the unfettered 
discharge of their duties. 

Mr. J. ScoTT said that there was a differ­
ence of opinion between the Police Magis­
trates as to whether the old rolls could be 
used as the basis of the new ones ; and that 
being the case, he thought the Government 
should decide upon some interpretation of 
the law on that point, and let it be made 
public as soon as possible. 

Mr. EDMONDSTONE said he regretted that 
the matter should have come before the 
House again. On the last occasion in which 
it was discussed, it was distinctly stated by 
the then honorable Colonial Secretary that the 
old rolls should be taken as a b'lsis in framing 
the new rolls ; that all names should be 
taken by the collector as before, and that, 
where persons wPre absent who hacl a pro­
perty qualification, their names should be 
taken from the old roll and put on the new 
one. Last year, the returning officer of 
one of the Brisbane electorates had his 
name left out. He thought the Premier 
had made a mistake in saying that it was 
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not the duty of the Government to interfere, 
as he considered it was the business of the 
Government to see that every person who 
possessed the proper qualification llhould be 
represented on the rolls. 

Mr. PALMER thought the present debate 
showed one thing very plainly-that the 
Government should reintroduce the old 
Electoral Act, and make every one register 
himself. 

The SEcRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDs thought 
the Government were entitled to see that their 
officers performed their duties as required by 
the law; but as regarded matters of detail, 
such as the compilation of the rclls, he did 
not think it was their duty to interfere. 

Mr. BELL said, so far as he was concerned, 
he certainly did hope the Government would 
interfere; he understood it was goinj! to be 
an instruction to Clerks of Petty Sessions to 
make use of the old rolls as far as possible as 
a basis of the new ones, at the same time 
infringing as little as possible upon the spirit 
and wording of the Act. If something of 
this kind was not done, he was satisfied one­
half of the electors in the cc-lony would be 
disfranchised. He knew this would be the 
case in his district and the surrounding one, 
and he was aware that the Police Magistrate 
held that it was not his duty to use the old 
roll; but as a promise was made by Mr. Mac­
alister when he was head of the Govern­
ment, and by the present Premier, honorable 
members had a right to expect that instruc­
tions would be sent to make the old rolls the 
basis of the new. 

Mr. PETTIGREW said the sooner they went 
back to the old system the better. They 
were spending a large sum of money every 
year in collecting the electoral rolls, and the 
work was very badly done. Parties were 
going about the colony from place to place, 
and unless there was some better way of 
collecting than at present, he did not see how 
the lists would be correct. He believed the 
only cure was to go back to the old system of 
electors' rights, under which every man had 
to see that his own name was put on the 
lists, and which was no doubt by far the best 
system. 

Mr. MACRossAN said he thought the Govern­
ment understood quite well that he had no 
intention of throwing any blame upon them 
in connection with this matter ot which he 
had complained. He wi~hed merely to draw 
the attention of the Colonial Secretary to the 
breach of the law by this officer who was 
under his charge; and to the connection 
of this particular breach of the law with the 
same officer's conduct last year, when, in 
carrying out the letter of the law, he violated 
its spirit. Now, in this particular case, he 
had violated both spirit and letter, and every 
argument that had been used by the Premier, 
and every honorable member on that ~ide of 
the House-all admitting the number of 
names that had been left out-proved the 
necessity of some immediate and radical 

change. In reply to the Premier, he begged 
to state that the particular 1·olls to which he 
had referred were not hung up at Charters 
Towers as they ought to be. He received a 
telegram late on Saturday evening, saying 
that the rolls were not exposed, and would 
not be ready for sale until the 26th Septem­
ber, whereas the law required that they 
should be ready for public use on the 16th 
September. On this account, he repeated 
that it was impossible for many people in 
the electorates of Ravenswood and Kennedy, 
whose names were omitted, or wrongly spelt, 
or otherwise rendered ineligible, to be put 
upon the rolls for this year. These men 
would be, in fact, disfranchised, and he hoped 
the Colonial Secretary would causli) a very 
strict inquiry to be made into this flagrant 
violation of the law; and if the Government 
had no authority to interfere in the compila­
tion of electoral rolls, as he knew they had 
not, it was their duty to see that these subor­
dinate officers did their duty and did not 
violate the law. 1,Vith reference to his pre­
vious statement that he believed his name 
had been omitted to prevent him becoming a 
member of the HousP, he would explain that 
this was under the old Act, and that there 
was no mistake about it. He, himself, wrote 
out an application and personally handed it in 
with eight others, and four of those were put 
on the list, and the others, including him­
self, were rejected; and there was, he thought, 
no mistake whatever as to the reason, for the 
officer, when he was charged with the omis­
sion, denied that it was done in his office. 
At that time the Kennedy comprised the 
four northern electorates-Bow en, Ravens· 
wood, Cook, and Kennedy ; and he took the 
troubl~t to look into the lists when he came to 
Brisbane. and found that the omission had 
been made in the Ravenswood office. There­
fore, he did not for a moment believe the 
omission was a mere accident. Whether the 
violation of the law, to which he now called 
attention, was a mistake or not, he would not 
say; what he did say was, that the officer who 
had been guilty of this neglect of duty, of this 
violation of the law, should be punished. 

Motion tor adjournment withdrawn by 
leave. 

MEMBERS' EXPENSES BILL. 
On the motion of the PREMIER, that the 

Order of the Day for the second reading of 
this Bill be discharged from the paper, 

Mr. WALsH said he should like to have a 
little explanation as to the withdrawal of this 
Bill. He had no wish to detain the House, 
but when an important measure like this 
was withdrawn, there should be some infor­
mation as to the reason. 

The PREMIER said there was likely to be 
some doubt about the Bill, and the honorable 
member for the Bremer had intimated that 
he should object to it. A message had come 
down from the Governor, recommending pay­
ment for members' expenses, and, in order to 
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make the Bill doubly sure, he (the Premier) 
now moved that it be discharged from the 
paper, that it might be re-introduced in 
committee, in accordance with the usual 
practice. 

Mr. P.UMER said he must congratulate 
the Go,-ernment upon coming to their senses 
in one matter; if he had been correctly in­
formed, there was another Bill that had been 
wrongly introduced. 

Question put and passed. 

SUPPLY. 
On the Order of the Day being read that 

the Speaker leave the Chair, and the House 
resolve itself into a Committee of Supply, 

Mr. IvoRY said, before the House resolved 
itself into Committee of Supply, he should 
like to be informed whether the promise made 
by the Premier the other day with reference 
to the Clerk of the Executive Council and 
Private Secretary of the Governor had been 
fulfilled. Had the honorable the Premier 
given this gentleman the option of choosing 
which position he would hold, and if so, which 
office had he selected to retain P 

The PREMIER said he presumed the House 
would scarcely wish him to disclose to the 
House what had passed between him and Mr. 
Drury, but he might state that His Excellency 
the Governor was mal{ing arrangements by 
which Mr. Drury would only hold the office 
of Private Secretary for something like three 
weeks or a month more. Mr. Berkeley was 
expected by that time to have returned, and 
he (the Premier) believed Mr. Drury would 
then cease to be Private Secretary. 

Mr. PALMER said there was no presump­
tion about this matter, for there was a dis­
tinct understanding that the Premier was to 
put it to Mr. Drury which of the two offices 
he would elect to hold. It was on that dis­
tinct promise that the money was voted; the 
House had nothing to do with the Governor; 
it had to d0al with the Premier and his pro­
mises. vVould the Premier now inform the 
House which office Mr. Drur.v elected to hold? 

The PREMIER said Mr. Drury had elected 
to remain Clerk to the Executive Council, and 
as it was not possible for His Excellency to 
secure a Private Secretary immediately, he 
believed the House would not object to JYir. 
Drury remaining Private 8ecretary a little 
longer, under the circumstances he had ex­
plained. 

Question put and passed. 




