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unable to proceed with the business, because 
the Government Printing Office had not fur­
nished the Shorthand vVriter, for the members 
of the committee, with reports of the evidence 
taken on the previous occasion. It was the 
first time within his experience that the Gov­
ernment Printing Office had been able to 
interrupt the working of a Select Committee 
in such a manner, and he thought it was hib 
duty to call the attention of that member of 
the Government who presided over the de­
partment to the fact, so that such an occur­
rence might not happen again. He might 
add that the committee had interrogated the 
Shorthand Writer during the morning, think­
ing it might have been his fault, but that 
officer said he furnished his report on the 
evening of the day on which the evidence 
was taken, and sent it to the printing office, 
and the evidence was not of that voluminous 
character that justified any such delay as 
had taken place. 

The SPEAKER: vVith reference to this 
question of privilege, I have only to remark 
that I have heard of the matter for the first 
time since I came into the House, and I can 
say no further now than that I will call upon 
the Government Printer for an explanation. 

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY said he had just 
made inquiries on the subject of tae Gov­
ernment Printer, who at once denied that the 
delay had arisen from any wish, or knowledge 
of any intention, to obstruct the business of 
the committee. It seemed that there was, at 
the present time, a double staff' at the Gov­
ernment Printing Office, working night and 
day, and all work was being got through as 
fast as possible. He was informed that the 
Government Printer had no intimation that 
this report was wanted so soon as it was, and 
he, consequently, went on with the work in 
the usual manner, taking it as it came in suc­
cession to the office. The honorable member 
for W arrego told him (the Colonial Secretary) 
a few minutes ago that he intended to bring 
the matter forward, and he had meanwhile 
had an opportunity of interrogating the 
Government Printer, who had informed him 
of the facts he had now given the House. 

Mr. MclLwRAITH said the Colonial Secre­
, tary seemed to shift the blame upon the 
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Printer, not knowing when the evidence 
would be required, went on with t3e work of 
the office in the ordinary course. The ordi­
nary course was to have the evidence given 
before committees printed by the next sitting, 
and no doubt the Shorthand vVriter duly com­
municated this to the printer. Further, he 
did not see why there shoulcl be such an 
immense pressure on the Government Print­
ing Office. The evidence given before com­
mittees was the most important work the Gov­
ernment Printer had at the present time, as 
any honorable mem~er might know when he 
saw the few pages of which the last number 
of" Hansard" consisted. Next in import­
ance to "Hansard," came, of course, the ·com­
mittee work, anu that should always be 
attended to as soon as "Hansard" was out 
of the way ; the fact that the last number of 
" Hansard" was so small was an additional 
reason why the business of the committee 
should not be blocked through any delay. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY repeated that 
the Government Printer had informed him 
that no instructions were given upon this par­
ticular report as to when the committee would 
next meet, and that the work of the office 
was proceeded with in the usual way. 

Mr. McLEAN said it was very easy to 
exonerate the Shorthand vVriter because there 
was one copy of the evidence sent to him, 
and the committee felt that if a copy was 
sent to him one should have been sent to 
every member of the committee. lt was 
clearly, therefore, not the reporter's fault; 
the thing complained of was, that while a 
copy of the report was sent to the shorthand 
writer the members of the committee re­
ceived none. Their time was very precious, 
and they had, he thought, just reason to com­
plain when they spent five or six hours 
daily in the House, and then went into the 
committee room only to find the work ob­
structed, simply because the Government 
Printer had not furnished the evidence of 
the previous sitting. In his opinion this was 
a circumstance that called for the special 
attention of the House. 

The SPEAKER: I may inform the House 
that last night, when the House was in com­
mittee, the Premier told me it was the wish of 
the committee that a report should be taken 
of the debate upon the Land Bill, and I gave 
instructions to the Parliamentary Reporters 
that the report should be prepared, not in full, 
but in epitome, of the proceedings iu com­
mittee. I did this under the impression that 
this was the general wish of the House; but I 
must call the attention of the House to the fact 
that, if the report in committee is taken, it 
will very much absorb the time of the short­
hand writers and Government Printer, and, 
as the report will be but an epitome, its 
accuracy may be called in question. 

Mr. PALMER said the Premier must have 
altogether misunderstood the opinions of the 
committee, last night, when he carried his in­
formation to the l'remier. He (Mr. Palmer) 

never heard a single wish expressed, except 
one by the honorable member for Toowoomba, 
that the debate should be reported in com­
mittee, and he considered it was utterly absurd 
to begin reporting a debate in the middle of it. 
All the important speeches were made in the 
early part of the proceedings, and, as to 
the recent speeches, legal or otherwise, it 
certainly did not matter whether they were 
reported at all or not. What business had 
the Premier to say that it was the wish of the 
House? It was nothing of tb e kind. There 
was not an expression of opinion from any 
party in the House that last night's debate 
should be reported. Such a thing was never 
heard of as a report beginning in the middle : 
it would be like a pig with one ear, and he 
did hope tbat the Speaker would give in­
structions that the report should not be 
taken. It would be perfectly absurd. 

The PREMIER said he understood it was 
the wish of the House that the Land Bill 
should be reported in committee. 

:iYir. P ALMER : Non sense. 
The PREYEIER said tha.t, at any rate when 

the honorable member for Toowoomba ad­
dressed the committee ou the subject, his 
remarks were cheered, and notably by the 
honorable member for vVarrego. 

Mr. W ALSH : Hear, hear. 
The PRE}IIER said he would point out 

that it had been the practice in the past 
to have au epitome of all important de­
bates like the Land Bill in: committee. They 
had now only got through about one-third 
of the clauses, and it would be no loss 
to the country, even if an epitome were 
given. He certainly understood when he 
spoke to the Speaker, that it was the wish 
of the committee that the proceedings in con­
nection with this important measure, one of 
the most important measures of the session, 
should be summarised in "Hansard," or 
that some kind of epitome should be given. 
Honorable members would notice that last 
week's debate occupied a very small space in 
" Hansard," and he thought it would be pro­
fitably occupying the Shorthand vVriters to 
give them this work to do, and the country 
would, at the same time, receive some valu­
able information. 

.M:r. BuzACOTT said the Premier would be 
adopting a more correct course if he had 
made this proposition at the beginning, but it 
was absurd, when the most important pro­
vision of the Land Bill was disposed of, that 
he should ask the Speaker to give instruc­
tions to have the proceedings of the com­
mittee reported. He joined the honorable 
member for Port Curtis in hoping that the 
order given to the Shorthand Writers would 
be withdrawn. 

:Mr. J. Scorr said that what the honorable 
member for Toowoomba wished was, that a 
note had been taken of the legal opinions ex­
pressed during the debate in committee, and 
a record of which might have been of use 
hereafter. 
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Mr. THOMPSON: They were not paid for. 
Mr. ScoTT said that no doubt, as the 

honorable member for Bremer said, these 
opinions were not paid for; but some weight 
should be attached to the utterances of the 
Attorney-General which carried weight at 
the time, and were quite valuable enough to 
be worth preserving. 

The PRE::IHER wished to say that he called 
particular attention to the legal opinions 
expressed, and requested that they should be 
reported fully. 

Mr. THoMPSON said it was to be hoped 
that the Premier would make no such re­
quest. What right had the Premier to sin­
gle out the lawyers, or any particular class, for 
such a distinction P For himself, he (Mr. 
Thompson) did not wish to be reported more 
fully than anyone else. 

Mr. BELL altogether objected to the Land 
Bill being reported now that it had gone so 
far through committee. The report would 
only have the effect of misleading those who 
thought proper to read it; and he hoped the 
Speaker would promise that it should not be 
clone, since it was evidently not the wish of 
the House. If this was not promised, it would 
be necessary for some one to give notice in 
order that the report should not be printed. 

Mr. GnooM said when he brought forward 
the subject on the previous evening, he had 
no idea that it would give rise to a discussion. 
\Vhat he said was, that the opinions of the 
legal members were of value. 'l'he honorable 
member for Springsure asked what was the 
opinion of the Attorney-General as to the 
construction of a certain clause, and that 
opinion wa~ given. Honorable members who 
had seen the investigations under the ·Land 
Act of 1868 by commissioners, would know 
how necessary it was to have a. clear inter­
pretation of the law. vVhen legal gentlemen 
drew the attention of those commissioners to 
what was the intention of the Legislature, 
they would say they did not care about in­
tention; all they wished was, to act upon 
the bare instructions. It must be clear to 
honorable members that if the intention of 
the legislature in a complicated Act like this 
was not to be regarded, it was the duty of 
the Government to :c1ake the Act so plain 
that a child could understand it. If this was 
not done, the Act would be construed as it al­
ready had been, in half-a-dozen d1fferent ways, 
by half.a-dozen different people, while the 
Land :Minister himself might put a construction 
of his own upon it. Whether the Attorney­
General's opinion was or was not of value to 
honorable members opposite, it was valuable 
outside, and he had seen judges of the land 
pay attention to it. He did not see why, if 
honorable gentlemen were desirous the 
Attorney-General's opinion should be taken 
as to the meaning of the different clauses, 
particularly as to the administration of the 
J~and Act in country districts, it should not be 
so taken for reference hereafter. He himself 
should like to have the Attorney-General's 

opinion as he gave it in the committee, and 
he should like to know what was the use of' 
having an increased parliamentary staff if 
" Hansard " was not to be a record of the 
proceedings of the House. TheN ew Zealand 
" Hansard" was considered to be one of the 
best in the colonies, and in it the proceedings 
of committees were reported in a condensed 
form, making " Hansard" a most admirable 
volume of parliamentary intelligence. He 
did not say the speeches of honorable mem­
bers should be reported verbatim.; but there 
ought to be a condensed report, a record of 
all that took place, that might be taken as a 
guide for future reference. 

Mr. PALMER said he did not object to the 
proceedings in committee being reported, for 
he quite agreed with the honorable member 
for Toowoomba that debates of any import­
ance should be reported in committee; but he 
strongly objected to half a report, and he 
strongly objected to it being ordered on the 
representation that it was the wish of the 
House, when it was nothing of the kind. He 
again hoped the Speaker would not allow the 
proceedings, now that the committee had half 
disposed of the Bill, to be reported. 

JYir. M clLvVRAITH said he did not know on 
what grounds the Premier intimated to the 
Speaker that the committee wished the debate 
to be reported henceforth. The proposal was 
condemned by the leader of the Opposition, 
it was spoken against by the honoraole the 
Minister for Lands who also strongly con­
demned it, and no other Minister spoke 
upon the subject. The only honurable mem­
ber who spoke on the question was the hon­
orable member for W arrego, and it was, there­
fore, but fair to assume that if there was any 
expression of opinion at all, it was strongly 
in favor of not reporting. It was a most 
unbusiness-like thing to commence to report 
a debate in the middle, and it would help to 
form a block in the printing department. 
There was a very easy way of knowing the 
wishes of the committee, and that was by 
putting the question to the House, and so 
eliciting their opinion. 

The SPEAKER: The practice, I am told, has 
been to report debates in committee when the 
subject was thought to be of sufficient import­
ance. In this instance I acted according to 
what I considered to be the wish of the 
House; but since it appears that I was in 
error in arriving at that conclusion, I shall 
give instructions that these particular pro­
ceedings shall not be reported. 0 f c;ourse, if 
it is desired by the House that any alteration 
should be made in the practice hitherto fol­
lowed, notice of motion should be given, and 
the question decided in the usual way. 

Mr. W ALSH hoped that, for the future, 
evidence given before Select Committees 
would be supplied to every member before 
the next meeting. He did not at all agree 
with the course taken by the Premier; 
neither the Premier nor any other individual 
in the House had a right to interfere with or 
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direct the Speaker as to the course he should 
pursue. It was quite unheard of. When 
the House wanted anything done it should 
be through the Speaker. 

HoNORABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear. 

LABOR AT MARYBOROUGH. 
Mr. IvoRY wished to ask the Colonial Se­

cretary, without notice, whether the following 
telegram in the Telegraplb newspaper was 
correct:-

"White labor, both male and female, is very 
scarce, and an application has been made to the 
Government to send up a numbe1: of the recent 
arrivals by the ship 'Queen of the Nations.'" 

The- CoLONIAL SECRETARY: The only in­
formation I have received on the subject is a 
communication from the Immigration Agent 
at Maryborough, stating that he can take from 
twenty to thirty single women, but no men. 

CATTLE SLAUGHTERING ACT AMEND­
MENT BILL. 

Mr. MAcDoNALD said that in rising to move 
the second reading of the Bill, he intended to 
be very brief in the remarks he had to make. 
The Bill had been printed for some time, and 
thus honorable members had had ample 
opportunities of making themselves acquainted 
with its provisions. He did not apprehend 
that there would be any serious objections to 
it, and if, as probably was the case, honorable 
members had some amendments to make in 
the Act, he should be very glad if they would 
do so when the present Hill was in com­
mittee. The Act which the Bill was intended 
to amend was passed by the New South 
Wales legislature in 1851, at which time 
there "'ere no meat-preserving companies, 
but only boiling-down establishments in 
various parts of the colony ; and it was with 
a view to give the latter greater facilities, that 
clauses 19 and 20 were introduced into it. 
Previous to the passing of that Act, any per­
sons wishing to slaughter cattle for sale were 
compelled to give notice to the inspector of 
slaughter-houses, and the inspector, who was 
geRerally a member of the police force, was 
required to be- present at the slaughtering 
establishments to take down and keep an 
account of the brands of the beasts slaugh­
tered. That plan answered very well so long 
as there were only a small number of cattle to 
be slaughtered, but when they were to be 
killed by hundreds every day, for the purpose 
of boiling down, it was found that it was im­
practicable, as one man would be required to 
devote the whole of his time to visiting each of 
those establishments. Another thing was, that 
it was not considered to be sufficient protection 
to the public, becau&e, if the inspector's 
duties were not strictly carried out, a large 
number of cattle might be slaughtered at 
those places without the knowledge of their 
owners. To meet the objections he had 
mentioned, clauses 19 and 20 were inserted 

in the Act ; the provisions were very 
strict, and gave much greater protection to 
the public than hurried visits of an inspector 
could do. If meat-preserving establishments 
had been in existence at that time, there was 
no doubt they would have been brought 
within the scope of the Act. Until recently, 
however, those establishments were worked 
under that Act; but about two months ago, 
a case was heard in the Police Court at Rock­
hampton, and after careful consideration, and 
after obtaining the opinion of the Crown 
Solicitor, the bench of magistrates decided 
that meat-preserving companies did not come 
within the meaning of the Act. It was at 
the request of several persons that he had 
been induced to bring forward the Bill now 
before the House, and he hoped there would 
be no objection to it. He moved-

That the Bill be now read a second time. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said that the 
Government had no objection to thE> princi­
ple of the Bill which was to bring meat-pre­
serving establishments under the Slaughter­
ing Act of 1851; he believed that many 
companies had, hitherto, been exempted, as 
no attempt had been made to bring them 
within the meaning of the Act. The Bill 
might be amended in committee in some 
matters of detail, but so far as the Govern­
ment were concerned, no opposition would be 
shown to the second reading 

Mr. EDMONDSTONE thought that there 
should be a thorough revision of the 
Slaughtering Act of this colony. There was 
no doubt that the legislature of New South 
Wales, when passing the Act for the inspec­
tion of boiling·down establishments did not 
make any charge for slaughtering, because 
the squatters, at that time, slaughtered their 
own stock ; but at the present time matters 
were altered, as the stock, instead of being 
boiled down by the squatter, were driven 
through the country to meat-preserving 
and salting-down establishments. It was 
only right, therefore, that the parties 
engaged in meat-preserving should pay the 
cost of inspection which was necessary for 
public protection ; it was probable that the 
charge mig-ht be reduced, but he thought one 
uniform charge should be made. The neces· 
sity of protecting the public from illegal 
slaughtering was not so great as it was before 
the Brands Act was passed; but he knew that 
stock had been boiled down without the 
knowledge of the owners. He should not­
oppose the Bill, as he thought meat-pre­
serving establishments should be inspected 
whatever the charge made might be, and he 
considered that all stock slaughtered in any 
establishment should be inspected, and a 
register of such stock kept. 

Mr. PALMER said, that so far as he knew, 
there was no objection to the principle of the 
Bill, but he thought it would be necessary to 
make some slight amendments in it when it 
was in committee. 
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Mr. .J. ScoTT thought there should be 
some alteration in the wording ; the Bill said 
that-

" After the passing of this Act such exemption 
as aforesaid shall extend to and include the pro­
prietors of all establishments for the preservation 
of meat for sale or for exp.Jrtation by whatsoever 
process such meat may be preservell or pre· 
pared." 
Any man might say it was for sale, and any man 
in the bush might say that he was slaughter­
ing meat for preservation or for sale if he 
was caught in the act of slaughtering. 

Mr. W nsH thought that the passing of 
the Bill might be attended with some danger, 
as nearly every butcher could avail himself 
of the provisions of it, and claim exemption; 
in fact, every butcher in the town of Bris­
bane was an exporter of meat or tallow, and 
therefore could claim to be brought under 
the Bill; for that reason he thought the Bill 
did not sufficiently define what was really 
wanted. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said that all that 
was intended was to giv:e the same privileges 
to those establi•hments which did not salt 
meat as to those which did ; at the same time 
there might be some doubt from the way in 
which the clause was worded, and, therefore, 
when the Bill was in committee it would be 
as well to see that a form of expression was 
used to prevent the Bill being availed of by 
persons for whom it was not intended. 

Mr. STEVENSON said he felt very much in­
clined to support the Bill introduced by the 
honorable member for Blackall, but he thought 
that honorable member had been very 
unhappy in the wording of it. It seemed to 
him a very great hard~hip that meat-preser­
vers should have to pay this charge, but still 
he thought he should support the Bill. 

Mr. HALY said, unless the honorable the 
Attorney-General watched this Bill very 
closely, as it passed through committee, it 

. would lead to a great deal of slaughtering by 
persons who were not at all particular, as long 
as they got cattle to kill, to whom they be­
longed. It. would leave a wide door open for 
cattle-stealing, vr hi eh could be carried on in 
such a way that there would be very little 
chance of detecting it. 

Question put and passed. 

NEW 1\fEl\fBER. 
The SPEAKER said: I have to inform the 

House that the writ for the electoral district 
of Burke has been returned to me this day, 
certifying that Patrick O'Sullivan, Esquire, 
has l::een chosen for that electorate to serve as 
a member in the Legislature of Queensland. 

Mr. O'.SuLLIVAN, having taken the oath 
and subscribed the roll, took his s~at, as the 
representative of Burke. 

PRIVILEGE. 
Mr. 1fciLWRAITH (on the House re-assem­

bling at 7 o'clock) said he wished to say a 
few words with reference to the question of 
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privilege raised by the honorable member for 
W arrego at a previous period of the sitting. 
In reply to some remarks from the honorable 
the Colonial Secretary, he (Mr. Mcilwrmth) 
was led to reflect upon the Government 
Printer as being the cause of the delay in 
supplying the Financial Committee with 
reports of the evidence taken at the last 
meeting. From evidence since brought before 
him by the Shorthand "Writer himself, he 
had to acJmovrledge that he was wrong, and 
that the Government Printer was not respon­
sible. He, therefore, wished to withdraw 
what he said. He understood, from the 
Shorthand Writer, that the delay occurred 
with himself, and that the Government 
Printer got out the report in the most ex­
peditious manner possible. 

Mr W ALS H said that, in justice to the 
Shorthand Reporter of the Railway Com­
mittee, he felt bound to say that he distinctly 
stated that the mistake did not occur with 
him but with the printing office. He sent in 
the report of the day's evidence during Tues­
day e,•ening. What the honorable member 
for Maranoa said was no doubt correct 
respecting his own committee; but, so far as 
the Railway Committee was concerned, the 
delay rested with the .Printing Department. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY could only say 
that he had spoken from information given to 
him by the Government Printer himself, but 
it was done on the moment, as there was no 
time to refer to the office. Since then further 
inquiries had been made, and he could give a 
more detailed reply to the honorable member 
for W arrego. The Government l>rint£ r in­
formed him that the report of the committee to 
which he referred was brought up this morn­
ing to the room of Mr . .Tones, the 8horthand 
\Vriter, and his door being closed the messen­
ger left it in the room of Mr. Senior, the 
Principal Shol'thand \Vriter. The fault there­
for did not lie at all with the Government 
Printer, but if there was fault, it must lie 
with the Shorthand Writers. It had evidently 
been more a mistake than anything else, and 
no one seemed to be seriously to blame. 

Mr. W ALSH said he did not intend to fix 
the blame upon the Government .Printer; at 
the same time he would not allow any unfair 
blame to rest with the Shorthand Writer. 
The Sh~rthand Writer might have got his 
report; indeed they knew that he did get it. 
What the committee complained of was, that 
they did not get their reports at the same 
time. He did not wish to fix any blame at 
all upon the Government Printer, but he 
wished, if he could do so, to induce the 
Speaker to get the Government Printer to 
understand that when he had work to per­
form for the Select Committee he should do 
so with all alacrity, and should. especially, 
prevent any hindrance to the business of the 
committee. Whatever explanations, or in­
formation, might be given by the Colonial 
Secretary, he could not alter the assertion, 
that the members of the Select Committee 
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ought to have received their reports yester­
day. The fact that a single copy was sent 
to the Shorthand Writer was a proof that 
other copies ·might have been sent to the 
members of the committee. 

Mr. :SuzAcoTT said, so far as he could see, 
there was no fair cause of complaint against 
either the Shorthand Writer or the Govern­
ment Printer. One of the Shorthand staff 
he was perfectly aware had been indisposed 
for two or three days, and he had''probably, 
in con~equenco, been unable to get his work 
done with the usual expedition. He believed, 
moreover, that had instructions been sent to 
the Government Printing Office, signifying 
that the evidence was required at any particular 
time, they would have been promptly attended 
to. There was a great deal of work at the 
Government Printing Office at the present 
time, and he knew the Government Printer 
found it very hard to meet all the demands 
made upon him. 

The SPEAKER: I can only say, as I have 
said before, that I will ask the Government 
Printer for an explanation of the delay which 
has occurred, and I think it is premature to 
discuss the matter further. 

HoNORABLE MEMBEllS : Hear, hear. 

RAILWAY SlTRYEY. 
On the motion of Mr. PETTIGllEW-
That the Speaker do now leave the chair, and 

the House resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole, to consider an Address to the Governor, 
relative to surveying lines of railway from Walloon 
to tha Bnrnett, also from Ipswich to Fassifern, as 
feeders to the Southern and Western Railway. 

Mr. W ALSH said he must strongly protest 
against money being squandered as it had 
been during the evening. The sham opposi­
tion of the Government to the numerous pro­
posals that had been made could not be tuo 
much reprehended. The Treasurer ought to 
be allowed to see whether he could supply 
funds for all this extravagance; simply be­
cause a thing was proposed by a member on 
the other side of the House, he did not see 
why they should rush into committee and 
commit the House to further expenditure. He 
would have no objection if the honorable 
member for Stanley could make out a good 
case at the proper time; but after the manner 
in whichtheGovernmenthad, during the even­
ing, allowed the money to be frittered a way, the 
House could not be in a proper mood to go into 
committee on a question of this description. 
The finances of the colony were not 
in such a state that they should go further 
into matters involving the expenditure of the 
money of the people. They had better ad­
journ and have time for reflection, and allow 
the honorable the Treasurer time to prepare 
a statement of the finances, as they stood 
with the extravagant expenditure that was 
now taking place. 

Mr. PALMER thought this motion required 
a great deal of argument. It would be 

necessar_y to bring forward some very good 
reasons 1n favor of hues as feeders to the main 
line of railway, before the House should con­
sent to the motion. This question of feeders 
had now come before the House for the first 
time ; it would require a great deal of con­
sideration, and he did not think that late 
hour was the proper time to bring it forward. 
They had sat late every night this week, 
beyond their usual hour, and he thought 
it was high time they now adjourned. 
He did not say he should oppose the motion, 
but he should require good reasons before he 
voted for it. He should recommend the 
honorable the Premi~r to move the adjourn­
ment of the House ; 1t would be much more 
satisfactory to all parties, because, as he said 
before, this was a new question, not at all 
like that of the survey of main lines of rail­
way. 

Mr. THOMPSON said it must be remembered 
that this motion was only asking for money 
to make a railway survey with a view to 
future action. It did not pledge the House 
to make these railways or feeders to the 
main line, but simply asked the House to 
authorise a survey, which authority, according 
to the present law, was necessary before a 
survey could be made. He believed that a 
rough survey had been made along the 
Fassifern line, and was already in existence ; 
and he did not see why this preliminary step 
should not be taken so as to prevent the land 
from being alienated along the course of this 
proposed line. That a railway would go in 
that direction, some day, he had no doubt; 
and the brother of the honorable member for 
Stanley had instituted a cheap system of tram­
ways-a specimen of which could be seen 
only a few hundred yards from the House­
which would cost very little, certainly less 
than macadamised roads, and he could not 
understand the House objecting to these 
surveys being made. ' 

The PREMIER said, in reply to the honor­
able member for Port Curtis, he might say 
the usual practice had been to adjourn at ten 
o'clock, and he thought there was plenty of 
time, yet, to dispose of this question before 
that hour. He had no doubt, in committee, 
the honorable member for Stanley would give 
good reasons why feeders should be attached 
to the Southern and vVestern Hail way, and he 
did not see why they should not at once go into 
committee and get those reasons. The other 
day, they passed the survey of a line from 
Oxley to 'l'ullebudgera, in the southern part 
of the colony, which was, also, to be a feeder 
to that main line. 

Mr. McLEAN : That is a main line. 
Mr. GRooM: It will join the New South 

Wales line. 
The PREMIER said the other line might 

join the New South Wales line too; but at 
all events the surveys might be effected at a 
very cheap price, and he did not see why 
there should be any objection to their being 
made. It did not pledge the Government to 
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make the railways, but merely surveys ; and 
he thought the honorable member for Port 
Curtis did not object to surveys being made 
in places where it was likely there would be 
railways in the future. 

Mr. P ALMER: I object to going on with 
the question at this hour. 

Mr. PETTIGREW said he had uo wish to 
press the motion to-night, if it were the wish 
of the House that the discussion should not 
take place on this occasion ; and if it was 
placed first on the paper for next Thursday, 
he was quite prepared to let it stand over. 
He might state that he had no reason, not­
withstanding what the honorable member 
for Logan had said--

Mr. vV ALSH rose to a point of order. He 
thought the honorable member was not in a 
position to move the motion he now proposed 
to move, having already spoken. It was 
important that they should preserve the 
rules of tlie House. Any othe1' honorable 
member could move that this matter be 
adjourned, but it was not competent for the 
honorable member for Stanley to do so, having 
already spoken on the question. 

Mr. PETTIGREW said he should like to say 
a few words--

The SPEAKER : The honorable member for 
Stanley has already addressed the House, 
and therefore be has no right to reply on 
this motion, and he cannot, himself, move an 
amendment, but it is open to any other hon­
orable member to move an amendment, that 
the consideration of this Order of the Day be 
postponed to a future day. 

Mr. BELL said, rising to the question of 
privilege, he thought when an honorable 
member asked permission to make a short 
statement to facilitate the business of 
the House, it was usual to allow a 
short speech to be made, but not on 
the general merits of the question. If 
the honorable member was allowed to do 
t!:lat, he had no doubt it would tend very 
much to shorten the debate. 

The SPEAKER : It may be done by the con­
sent of the House-that is, the unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. GRoOM said, to give the honorable 
member for Stanley an O]Jportunity of making 
an explanation, he moved-

That this Order of the Day stand an Order o:f 
the Day :for Thursday next. 

Mr. PETTIGREW said he had no objection to 
letting the motion stand over ; in fact he 
believed it would be more satisfactory if the 
question came on for consideration earlier in 
the evening, because he should like to point 
out in connection with this matter that it was 
possible to make lines of railway at a very 
much cheaper rate than they were doing at 
the present time. There were large--

Mr. BELL rose to a point of order. He 
said the honorable member was speaking to 
the merits of the question, and he submitted 
he was not in order in doing so ; he should 

confine himself to the question of postponing 
the Order of the Day. 

Mr. PETTIGREW said, under those circum­
stances it was better to adjourn the motion. 

The motion was accordingly adjourned 
until Thursday next. 

.ADJOURNMENT. 
The PREMIER moved-
That this House do now adjourn. 
The CoLONI.A.L TREASURER moved-
That the question be amended by the addition, 

at the end thereof, of the words " until Monday 
next." 

Mr. THoMPSON said he wished to ask the 
honorable the Minister for Lands whether he 
would take the Land Bill on Tuesday next P 
It was the opinion of several members on 
that side of the House that if he brought it 
forward on that day they would give him 
their assistance to get it through that night. 
Of course no pledge could be given as to a 
certain hour. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS said he 
was much obliged to the honorable member 
for the information, and he should be only too 
glad to fall in with whatever suited the con­
venience of the House. He hoped they 
should finish the Land Bill on Tuesday, and 
on Wednesday he proposed taking the Rail­
way Reserves Bill. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
added be so added,-put and passed. 

The question, as so amended, was then put 
and passed, and the House accordingly ad· 
journed. 




