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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Tkursday, 13 July, 1876. 

Ipswich Waterworks.-Want of Confidence Motion. 

IPSWICH WATERWORKS. 
Mr. PETTIGREW, pursuant to notice, 

asked-
Why is it, after accepting contractor Brigg's 

tender for labor connected with the Ipswich 
Waterworks, that they do not allow him to pro• 
ceed with the work immediately ? 

The PREMIER said-
The Government have not prevented Mr. Brigg 

from proceeding with the work. Mr. Brigg's 
tender was accepted on the 12th instant. 

Mr. PETTIGREW moved
That the House do now adjourn, 

and said, that he did so for the purpose of 
getting a much more satisfactory reply than 
that which had been given to him by the hon· 
orable Premier. Mr. Brigg had been an• 
nounced as the successful tenderer some 



194 Want qf Confidence Motion. [ASSEMBLY.] Want of Confidence Motion. 

weeks ago, and his name had appeared in all 
the papers as the successful tcnderer; and 
yet it appeared that it was not until his (Mr. 
Pettigrew's) question had been tabled on the 
previous day, that Mr. Brigg had been 
allowed to commence the work. 

The PREMIER said, he might inform the 
honorable member, that after the tender of 
Mr. Brigg was accepted, the matter had to 
go through the Cabinet, and then to the 
Executive, in order to be ratified; but he 
had written on the papers, the word " Im
mediate," in order that there should be as 
little delay as possible, 

The question was put and negatived. 

W .A.NT OF CONFIDENCE MOTION. 
Upon the Order of the Day being read for 

the resumption of the debate on the motion-
" That Ministers do not possess the confidence 

of this House necessary to enable them to carry 
measures of importance to the public welfare," 

The CoLONIAL S.ECRETARY said : Sir, I cer· 
tainly thought that the honorable member for 
Stanley, who moved the adjournment last 
evening, would have led off the debate this 
afternoon; butthathonorable gentleman seems 
simply to have moved the adjournment for 
the purpose of breaking up the discussion, 
and allowing it to come on .at a later time. 
Now, sir, I must confess that I listened to 
the arguments brought forward by the hon
orable mover of this resolution with-I 
scarcely know what name to give it--with a 
great deal of dissatisfaction. 

Mr. ,PALMER: Hear, hear. 
The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : When the 

honorable member chose to repeat a long list 
of grievances which he attempted to father 
upon the present Government, simply because 
some of the members of it belonged to the 
late administration, I think it was about the 
furthest fetched argument he could have got. 
I think also that when the honorable member 
endeavored to back up those arguments by 
some quotations from "Todd's Parliamentary 
Government" as to the constitutional usage 
in such cases, he not only failed to prove 
his case, but succeeded in proving exactly the 
opposite. The very argument used by the 
honorable member, last evening, could be 
used against the late Government, perhaps, 
but certainly not against the present. Now, 
what is the case? The present Government, 
so far from being composed of the late Gov
ernment, contains three new members, and 
there is one who has only been three months 
in office ; whilst of the late Government there 
is only the honorable the Premier. The late 
Colonial Treasurer, who took an active part 
in the administration of the Government 
during the absence in England of the late 
Premier, has left the Government. I do not 
see, therefore, how the actions of the late 
Government can be fathered on us. Those 
honorable members who wanted to bring 
charges against the late administration have 

already had an opportunity of doing so 
during the present session ; and we know with 
what result. It has been stated by the 
honorable member for Ravenswood, who has 
taken a very active part in this matter, and 
who has spoken very strongly on the subject, 
that it was in consequence of the vote of 
want of confidence in the earlier part of this 
session that the Ministry has been re
constructed. But I think the honorable 
member was in error in making that state
ment, inasmuch as the cause of the re
construction was the illness of the late 
Premier, and also the projected absence from 
the colony of the late Colonial Treasurer, 
which is to take place at a very short date. 
It was not from any opposition given in this 
House that the late Ministers resigned, but 
in accordance with an expression of opinion 
from their own supporters, that it would be 
impolitic to grant moneys to a Government 
whose Treasurer was about so soon to leave, 
and that it was but fair to ask who were to 
be the successors before the money was voted. 
I think that should be sufficient answer to 
the statement that it was in consequence of 
a vote during the present session that the 
Ministerial changes had taken place. It has 
been stated by honorable members, and by 
parties outside of this House, that the vote 
to which I refer was something like an 
adverse vote. To that I reply, that if it waR, 
there have been many adverse votes in this 
House. I think the honorable member for 
Port Curtis, when at the head of the Govern
ment, had more than one adverse vote-when 
he had only a majority of one, which was 
obtained in a manner well known to every 
honorable member. We know how the 
honorable member's Government was con
tinued in office on one occasion by Mr. 
Pritchard crossing over, and by so doing 
losing for ever the confidence of those who 
returned him. We also know that another 
honorable member, the late Mr. Handy, kept 
the Government in power by voting with 
them at the last moment. Therefore, I think 
on the subject of adverse votes, honorable 
members opposite should say very little. 

Mr. MciLwRAITH: What have we to do 
with that P 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : There is an
other matter I wish to deal with. A great 
many strictures were made by the honorable 
mover of the resolution as to the appointment 
of my honorable colleague the present Premier, 
but I think if the honorable member had 
recollected for one moment, he would have 
seen that there was no choice in the matter
that His Excellency the Governor had the 
power and exercised it as he thought proper. 
It has been asserted by the honorable member 
for Port Curtis, notwithstanding it had been 
previously denied, that the whole thing was a 
job-that there was a stipulation made that if 
Mr. Macalister resigned the Premiership he 
was to be appointed Agent-General. But the 
best answer that can be given to that charge 
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is the statement which was made by Mr. 
Macalister himself in this House. 

HoNoRABLE MEMBERS of the Opposition : 
Oh, oh. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : It is very easy 
for honorable members to laugh, but facts are 
facts, and I will point out to them that there 
was no foundation for such a statement. I 
know very well where it emanated from. 

Mr. PETTIGREW: Where? 
The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : From the hon

orable member himself. The real facts are 
these, as stated by Mr. Macalister, that when 
he tendered his resignation he offered no 
advice to His Excellency the Governor. His 
Excellency had not asked for any. Under 
those circumstances, I ask, how it was 
possible that Mr. Macalister could have 
imposed any condition upon his successor 
when he did not know who that successor 
would be? Mr. Macalister had, in fact, as 
much to do in nominating the present 
Premier as the honorable member for Port 
Curtis had. 

HoNORABLE MEMBERS of the Opposition: 
Oh, oh. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY: I am really 
astonished that any set of thinking men 
can suppose that stipulations could be 
imposed by a man who had nothing to give 
in return. But that is not the only thing 
which had been most industriously circulated 
to the detriment of the Liberal party. 

Mr. PETTIGREW: Who do you call the 
Liberal party P 

Mr. PALMER: What about Mr. Mein P 
The CoLoNIAL SEcRETARY: The same 

argument applies to Mr. Mein as to the other, 
and I can assure honorable members most 
confidently that there was no stipulation made 
either that Mr. Macalister should have the 
Agent-Generalship or that Mr. 1_\,fein should 
be appointed Postmaster-General. These 
matters were decided on their merits ; and, 
as regards the appointment of Mr. Macalister, 
if it requires any defence, I am here quite 
prepared to defend it. I state, most unhesi
tatingly, that Mr. Macaljster is the only 
man who should have been appointed Agent
General; if there must be an Agent-General, 
there is no man who is so well qualified in 
every way to fill it. Mr. Macalister has 
deserved it; there is no man in the colony 
who has sacrificed more than he has for it ; 
he has sacrificed his professional prospects 
for the benefit of the colony, and he is now 
sacrificing himself to the party : he might 
have been a wealthy man had he not devoted 
his time and energies to the party of progress. 
There has been another thing industriously 
circulated to try and injure the position of 
the Liberal party, their past leaders, and 
their present leaders. It is this, that it has 
been stated in this House, and has been said 
in the public prints, that Mr. Hemmant was 
sent for by His Excellency the Governor to 
form a Government but had refused to do so, 
and had subsequently made overtures to the 

honorable member for Port Curtis to form 
one from the other side of the House. Now, 
the first part of this statement was denied by 
Mr. Hemmant when he addressed his const1· 
tuents at Bulimba, and the latter part has 
been denied by the honorable member for 
Port Curtis, so that that ought to be sufficient. 
There are only two men in the colony who 
can give an account of what took place
namely, His Excellency the Governor and 
Mr. Hemmant-and I think, therefore, that 
any statements made to the contrary must be 
taken as mere hearsay against the positive 
denial given by Mr. Hemmant. These state
ments have been circulated for the one purpose 
of breaJi:ing up the Liberal party, as also the 
statement that their late leaders were selling 
the whole lot. 

HoNoRABLE MEMBERS of the Opposition: 
Hear, hear. 

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY: I was told that 
the honorable member for the Kennedy was 
the informant of what I have mentioned, but 
I wrote to Mr. Hemmant and got from him 
the most positive statement to the contrary. 

Mr. P ALMER : Contrary to what P 
The CoLONIAL SECRETARY: Why, to the 

statement made by the honorable member 
for the Kennedy to the effect that His 
Excellency had sent for Mr. Hemmant, who 
had refused to form a Ministry. But the state
ment I am most anxious to contradict, and 
that most positively, is that Mr. Hemmant 
made overtures to the honorable member for 
Port Curtis, when he found he could not carry 
on the Government himself. I think the 
same thing appeared in a newspaper, in a 
letter from the Brisbane correspondent of 
the Wide Bay and Burnett News, which I 
have no doubt some honorable member will 
be able to identify. There have been other 
slanders circulated, and that very industri
ously, and also statements which I am quite 
sure have only been made with the object of 
catching a few votes. One of these catch
vote statements appeared in the paper the 
other evening, which no doubt would carry 
weight with some honorable members. I am 
quite sure that many of those honorable 
members whose names appear in that para· 
graph have never been consulted, but their 
names have been bandied about as likely to 
form a new Ministry. Now, although every
thing may be fair in war, yet I think there 
should be some slight grounds for publishing 
a rumour of that kind. 

Mr. MoREHEAD: What is the name of the 
paper? 

'.rhe CoLONIAL SECRETARY: The Telegraph 
of last evening. I wish to warn honorable 
members that, before giving their votes, 
they should endeavor to ascertain the real 
history of the numerous statements which 
have been made; for, after having done so, 
I think they will be rather chary of going 
further. It was stated by the honorable 
member for Maranoa, last evening, that, in 
my speech to my constituents, I said that I 
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was not prepared to go on with railway 
extension. The quotation read by the honor
able member last night was :-

"Before another mile of railway was under· 
taken, there ought to be a competent engineer 
appointed who wonld be responsible not only to 
the Government, but to the country." 
He brought that forward as an argument 
that I am opposed to the construction of rail
ways ; but he forgot to read a few lines 
lower down :-

" This want might be remedied in a very short 
time. The House would, no doubt, be asked to 
vote the salary of such an officer ; and, as soon as 
he was appointed, the railways might proceed." 

If the honorable member had read the whole 
of that extract, I should not have felt called 
upon to advert to the subject. 

Mr. MclLWRAITH: That was not quoted 
· by me at all. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : I noted it 
down on my paper at the time. 

Mr. MclLwRAITH: Well, you made a 
wrong note. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : I will now 
proceed, sir, to deal with the arguments 
brought forward by the honorable member, 
in moving this motion. The honorable mem
ber stated last night-

"There was not the slightest doubt that the 
1·easons given by the Government for withdrawing 
from the railway policy which had always be
longed to the Liberal party were based upon a 
sta1;e of things brought about by themselves. 
The late Ministry entered office with a surplus 
of £240,000, and they had left with a deficit 
variously estimated at from £40,000 to £100,000, 
while the Treasurer left office within two or three 
days after making the announcement of that 
deficit, and before his speech conld be answered 
in the House. This was due to the culpable 
practice of undertaking public works to gain 
political support." 

Now, sir, this culpable practice to gain 
political support was brought about by whom? 
The honorable member for Maranoa was the 
first Minister for Works in the Macalister 
Ministry, and he continued in office until he 
was succeeded by the honorable member for 
Maryborough, who is the head and front of 
this motion of want of confidence. These 
two members had between them the disposal 
of not only this £240,000, but they are also 
responsible for the present deficit ; and the 
whole of the arguments brought forward by 
the honorable member for Maranoa, instead 
of falling on the shoulders of the Govern
ment, rest on the shoulders of those two 
honorable members. And I think when the 
country sees it in:;that light, they>;will no 
longer blame the present Ministry for what 
they had no hand in, but those who' had the 
manipulation of the public works" of the 
colony. There is no doubt .the honorable 
member for Ravenswood has been to blame. 
lie has been blamed by the late Treasurer; 

and if the honorable member for Maranoa 
intended last night to throw discredit on the 
present Government by that statement, he 
made a great mistake ; he has thrown dis
credit on one of his strongest supporters in 
this movement. 

Mr. MclLwRAITH: No. 
The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY: I maintain, sir, 

that the late Minister for Works had the 
disposal of these moneys, and so far ns the last 
remark of the honorable member for JYiaranoa 
that " this was due to the culpable practice 
of undertaking public works to gain political 
support," is concerned, I think the Govern· 
ment need take very little trouble to justify 
themselves with members of this House. I 
should like to ask, sir, what has brought 
about this combination between the occupiers 
of the Opposition benches and the honorable 
member for Ravenswood P That honorable 
member and some other honorable members 
on this side of the House-I think the honor
able member for Stanley-have taken an 
active part during the debate in trying to 
throw discredit on the present Government, 
and to oust them from office, but I say the 
Government have accepted office from a sense 
of duty; and whatever may be said, they 
intend to do their duty, and if defeated, they 
will, at all events, be defeated like men. 

HoNORABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear. 
The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY : But, sir, I say 

that this system of going about circulating 
-reports for the purpose of trying to gain 
credit and to bring about a state of things 
which some honorable members desire, is a 
course of proceeding which we might very 
well retaliate, if we chose to do so; but we 
decline to go into anything of the sort. I 
should like to know what the honorable 
member for Ravenswood proposes to do 
in the event of this motion being carried. 
He has stated it as his opinion that the present 
Government are too weak to carry on the 
affairs of the country, and that it should be 
1•eplaced by a strong Government, and I 
would ask, who the members of that Govern
ment could be? Is the honorable member for 
Ravenswood to be Minister for Lands, with 
the honorable member for Port Curtis at the 
head of the Government ? and is the land 
policy of that honorable member, as enun
ciated at Maryborough, to be adopted by the 
opposite side P And are their respective 
policies to be made to fit together? If 
they cannot be fitted together, how is it to 
be supposed they can form a strong Govern
ment P It is possible that the honorable 
member for Ravenswood imagines that with 
the assistance of the whole of the Opposition 
he may succeed in turning out the present 
Government, and that then, having the ball 
at their feet, they w1ll be able to unite the 
Liberal party under their banner ; but. I 
think the Liberal party should look w1th 
suspicion on any set of men who require an 
Opposition so entirely opposed to them in 
every shape and form, to assist them in 
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turning out the present Government. We 
know very well the object of the Opposition 
in trying to turn out the Government. That 
they would try to do so has been predicted 
for some time. It is now something like two 
years ago since it was mentioned that before 
the ten years' leases fell in, they would make 
a strong struggle to gain the reins of power, 
so as to have the manipulation of the lands. 
It may be that they disclaim any intention of 
renewing those leases, but there are other 
ways of dealing with the lands, and if they 
have the disposal of them, there can be little 
doubt that they will be shut up from settle
ment for a long time to come. I think the 
honorable member for Ravenswood threw 
down the gauntlet when he said the Govern
ment are too weak to carry on the affairs of 
the colony, and that the Liberal party are 
prepared to fall in with him ; and if the other 
side are prepared to stand alongside of him 
and support him, then, I say, as was said by 
the honorable member for Toowoomba, the 
political millennium has come. I think I may 
also refer to another honorable member who 
is opposed to the present Government, that is 
the honorable member for Stanley. Now, 
the grounds of his opposition, I think he 
stated very plainly to his constituents. He 
has been disappointed; but that is a per
sonal affair with the Premier, not with the 
Liberal party, and I cannot understand how 
a man could. sacrifice the interests of his 
constituents and his party for a merely 
personal matter. There is no question of 
policy that the honorable member can bring 
against the Government, nor can any honor
able member on the other side, or in the 
House. They are not in a position to state 
the policy of the Government. They tried 
to father the policy of the late Ministry 
on the present Government, which they had 
no right to do, and which the present Gov
ernment declined to take on their shoulders. 
The present Government have a policy 
which they are prepared to place upon the 
table of the House; but it will not suit the 
Opposition to allow this. They want to 
close the mouths of the Ministry, so that, in 
case we should go to the country, we shall 
go with nothing to show. But, sir, we have 
progressive measures, plenty of progressive 
measures ; and the only arguments brought 
forward against the Government last night, 
by the honorable member for Maranoa, which 
were simply repeated by a member on this 
side of the House, would apply directly to 
the opposite course. I never heard the 
honorable member using such arguments, and 
I know he knows what an argument is well 
enough. 

Mr. MclLwRAITH: What about P 
The CoLONIAL SEcRETARY: The argument 

was labored from beginning to end. I also 
want to know, sir, whether the Opposition 
are prepared to adopt the policy of the 
honorable member for Ravens wood, in regard 
to the borrowing of money-to borrow money 

to give to the banks, so as to compensate them 
for the withdrawals caused by sale of 
lands in the Western Railway Reserve. 
A more rotten system I never heard of in all 
my life, and it was condemned in very strong 
terms by the leader of the Opposition. I 
think if there is to be a coalition between the 
parties who are to form the next Government, 
they will doubt less have the honorable 
member for Ravenswood; and if his policy 
of borrowing money and his land policy are 
to be adopted by the other side, by all means 
let them do so. 

Mr. PETTIGREW said he believed there was 
no man in that House, or in this colony, 
who would doubt for one moment that he was a 
liberal; and he believed he could take his 
liberalism, so far as liberal principles were 
concerned, a great deal farther than any 
member on the Treasury benches. Nay, 
more, he believed his family suffered more 
from liberal ideas, and in the liberal cause in 
the old country than any member in that 
House. But he wished to take a high stand 
to-night; he wished to tell that House and 
the country at large, and the Liberal party, 
whoever they might be, that they had better 
be very careful what they were about. When 
he was first elected to that House he was 
returned as a liberal, and he had up to the 
present hour been so, and he should continue 
to be so as long as he held a seat in it. But, 
he had learned the meaning of the word 
" liberal." He had seen men change seats in 
that House, from one side to the o~her, and 
the moment they arrived on the benches 
on the Government side, they called them
selves "liberal." Now, he denied the right 
and the title of any man sitting on that 
side or the other to take a particular 
name. He said, "Liberal is, that liberal 
does," and "The best proof of the pudding 
is in the eating of it." Now, they had to 
deal to-night, and they had had to deal since 
he came down to the House this session, 
with what was called a Liberal Govern
ment. A Liberal Government if they 
pleased! who lived on their prescriptive 
right to liberalism; and he was not aware, 
nor was anybody else aware until the honor· 
able the Premier discovered it, that if a mem
ber sat on the cross-benches on the other side, 
he must be opposed to the Government. He 
was not aware of it before, and he wished to 
have that righted at once. He had consulted 
" May" on the point ; and he found that his 
friend, the honorable member for Blackall, sat 
on the other side of the House, probably for 
convenience sake. He (Mr. Pettigrew) sat 
there himself last night. The benches on the 
Government side were sometimes too full
they were all so sincere on that side of the 
House-and he went over to the other side for 
convenience sake, and got a nice comfortable 
seat to hear, to look, and to admire what was 
going on. Now, although he did so, did it 
follow that a man had forsaken his principles 
-principles that were imprinted on his mind 
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from his birth up to the present hour P 
Was he going to forsake them for the 
present Premier, a gentleman who gra
duated for four years on the other side 
of the House, or rather on that side 
under the honorable member for Port Curtis, 
when that gentleman was Premier, and who 
then, when that honorable member would not 
place him in the position of Minister for 
Works, graduated over to the benches on the 
other side, and assisted to get up the com
bination which, without himself (Mr. Petti
grew) would never have occupied the Go
vernment benches. He found the brains, and 
that honorable member found the capital. 
He was much amused at the Premier's speech 
the other night, and the less said about that 
the better. It was a most lamentable spec
tacle he had ever witnessed out of a tap-room,. 
to put the mildest construction on it. Why, 
if contractor Bashford, of Ipswich, who was 
the factotum of the Premier, had a glass of 
beer, and anyone proposed his health and said 
something about the measures required for the 
colony, that man would make a better speech 
than the Premier of the colony did the other 
night. And he (Mr. Pettigrew) undertook to 
prove it any night they liked to go andlisten to 
him. When the honorable gentleman who 
now occupied the position of head of the Gov
ernment consulted him, it was not as to his 
being Premier, but with reference to forming 
a Ministry on a broad and substantial foun
dation, and his (Mr. Pettigrew's) name was 
not then mentioned in the list that was 
brought forward. The honorable gentleman 
said, "I will look after your interests by and 
bye;" and he (Mr. Pettigrew) said, "Never 
mind about me, but make a broad founda
tion," and his reply was, "I will have a broad 
foundation." Well, that honorable member 
came to Brisbane and invited him (Mr. Petti
grew) to come down with him ; and he (the 
Premier) said he could be returned for anv 
electorate in the colony. Of course that was 
a great point, that he could be returned for 
any electorate in the colony. But he (Mr. 
Pettigrew) soon discovered the little game he 
was practising with the constituencies of the 
colony-and Rockhampton too. How was 
Rockhampton done P lt was done by the 
most cowardly, the most dastardly, the most 
-he had no hesitation in saying ihat the 
man who set sect against sect was a 
coward. And how did the honorable gen· 
tleman get the news through P He got it 
through the same night by means of his 
;r.osition as Postmaster-General and head of the 
Telegraph Office ; and those telegrams were 
read not only in Brisbane, but read in the 
public streets of Ipswich, and published in 
the Telegraph newspaper. There was a charge 
for that honorable member to get over ! That 
was the way the telegraph wires were worked, 
and could they trust such a man as that to 
manipulate matters? Why, where would 
they be P Where would even the honorable the 
Speaker be if he went to theW arrego? Why, 

he might find it reported that he had hung 
!ome man there twenty years ago ! But if 
the Liberal party were going to suffer all this 
-if they were going to be humble, to be 
meek, and to be mild-he could not help 
them. All he could say was that he was a 
liberal, that he was an advanced liberal, and 
that was what the present Premier was not, 
as he (Mr. Pettigrew) should show him to
night. Well, after coming to Brisbane, the 
Premier denied that he made a bargain with 
Mr. Macalister. 

The PREMIER : I do deny it. 
Mr. PETTIGREW said: Then he asserted it; 

and his assertion was worth a thousand of the 
Premier's denials. He asserted it point-blank 
and deliberately, that a deliberate bargain 
was made. He (Mr. Pettigrew) was not 
present at the bargain, but he knew it, and 
he should have a few words to say about the 
denial. The honorable the Premier wanted 
to form a broad Ministry ; and instead of 
that he actually put himself into a set of 
wire-pullers, and they manipulated matters 
until that gentleman came to him on Monday 
or Tuesday and began to talk to him. He 
(Mr. Pettigrew) said," What have you done?" 
and he replied, "You know we don't want 
orators in our Government ; we don't want 

·men that can speak." Why, thank goodness! 
he had got men who could not speak -at all. 
The honorable gentleman also said, " We 
are going to have a respectable Government." 
They were all to be respectable men, and 
he almost insinuated that he (Mr. Pettigrew) 
was not respectable ; and the opinion he 
formed was that he was not respectable 
enough to have anything to do with them. He 
(Mr. Pet.tigrew) had his :fist closed to put the 
Premier's head as near the gutter as he could, 
but he kept his temper ; he thought it was 
very much better to do so and to humour him; 
and he thought the colony had got much 
more amusement out of the matter than out 
of a police court case. Now, with regard to 
the honorable the Colonial Secretary, that 
honorable gentleman commenced his speech 
by referring to charges against the late Min. 
istry, and he (Mr. Pettigrew) had no hesita. 
tion in saying that that Ministry would have 
been defeated if they had not resigned. · That 
was as clear as the sun at noonday. It was 
simply by promising they would resign, and 
that that side of the House should have 
the formation of a Government, that they 
were not defeated. That was the real secret, 
and the reason why he and others voted for 
them. The fact was, a caucus meeting was held, 
and it was decided that as soon as that side 
had arranged matters the Government should 
resign, and he believed no member on that 
side of the House would deny it. The result 
was they did resign, so that his statement was 
perfectly correct. And then his friend the 
Premier-for he was his friend-he was not at 
all a bad-looking gentleman, who was proud 
of himself and his goodness, and he (Mr. 
Pettigrew) always admired a man who was 
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proud of his goodness-was sent for and was 
quite prepared to form a Government on the 
seniority principle. Now, it had been shown 
that the seniority principle was a very rotten 
one; but, at the same time, he could not adopt 
the doctrine propounded by the honorable the 
Attorney-General. The honorable member 
for Maranoa laid it down that when a gentle
man was called upon to form a Government 
he should be a 12rominent individual; that he 
should be an mtelligent gentleman, a man 
of some weight, or the leader of the Opposi
tion, and the honorable the Attorney-General 
challenged that honorable member upon 
that, and asked him if he was a prominent 
and intelligent member, and so on. He was 
perfectly astonished at the honorable the 
Attorney-General asking any honorable 
member if he was a prominent member. 
The Premier was prominent in the mani
pulation of matters. In fact, he was pro· 
minent in everything that constituted a 
great mind-so prominent that Disraeli fell 
into the shade and Gladstone was nowhere. 
Why he had got the telegraph line within 
five miles of Cooktown, and the genius of 
that honorable gentleman found out that he 
could then run a horse messenger. What 
wonderful genius! Why, the colony of 
\J,ueensland ought to rejoice and be happy 
that they had got such a master mind ; that 
they had got a man so far beyond trivialities. 
And he said the honorable the Attorney
General did vast injustice to his Premier in 
referring to any gentleman on the cross
benches or the Opposition benches as having 
a master mind equal in the slightest degree 
to the present Premier of Queensland. 
The honorahle the Premier claimed to he 
Liberal; but he (Mr. Pettigrew) denied in the 
most solemn terms he could use in that 
House that he was a Liberal at all. He 
arrived there a wolf in sheep's clothing, and 
before he (Mr. Pettigrew) sat down he would 
prove it to the Liberal party, if proof could 
do anything for them. That honorable gen
tleman was one who had served four years in 
a Conservative Government, who had asso· 
ciated himself with another party to sell the 
Liberal party, the same as he would sell the 
sheep with the station, to the squatting party. 
And when the honorable the Attorney· 
General talked about dummiers and about 
dummying the lands of the colony, he (Mr. 
Pettigrew) now charged the Premier of this 
colony as being one who associated-who 
had family associations-with dummiers. 

The PREMIER : I deny it. 
Mr. PETTIG-REW said, then, he would prove 

it. He held in his hand a document that he got 
from the Land Office yesterday, and any hon
orable member could look at it and fifty more 
if they wished, for he had his pocket full of 
them. Now this land, 6,420 acres, was taken 
up by J ames McFadden. 

The PEEMIER : I know nothing about him. 
Mr. PETTIG-REW said, this J ames McFadden 

was a shepherd of Mr. Thorn's father; 

at anyrate he was a shepherd. Well, the 
rents were paid up ; the balance of rent, 
£1,082 2s. 6d. was paid, and the tran~fer to 
Mr. John Thorn was approved on the 28th 
of August, 1874, when Mr. Stephens had 
actually his Land Bill before the House ; 
that was a fact. That was the way things 
were m:J.nipulated in Ipswich, and why he 
(Mr. Pettigrew) got such an answer to his 
question. Then " proof of fulfilment of con
ditions by George Ord and William ~!:horn ; 
witness, Charles Thorn, J.P." There was a 
bailiff actually appointed by that House, and 
paid a large salary, and that bailiff never 
went near the land, because according to the 
documents in the Land Office, he was ap
pointed on the 20th March, 1874, and the 
transaction took place while the present Pre
mier was a member of the late Government, 
and he could go there at his leisure. Talk 
about dummiers ! They must be honest be
fore they charged other people ; they must be 
honesh; they must be faithful; they must be 
in a position to go at them straight forwardly 
and honestly. The present Premier he knew 
had been " trimming" to the other side, and 
he believed he would give any amount of 
deeds provided they would keep him in his 
present position; and the honorable gentle
man could go and tell his constituents that 
from him (Mr. Pettigrew). When the late 
Government took office the first part of 
their policy was to deal with the dummy 
question, but they had only dealt with the 
Darling Downs. Why did they not deal with 
land infinitely superior, on this side of the 
Main Range P Eskdale had been made a set 
upon. The proprietor of that run thought it 
would ne>er be looked at ; but during one of 
the gold-seeking expeditions, the Premier went 
out there, and brought back some blue grass, 
and said the land was equal, if not better, than 
that on the Darling Downs ; and a gentleman 
who passed over that country twenty-four 
years ago, told him (Mr. Pettigrew) within 
the last two days, that it was better than any 
country on the Downs, that was classed as 
first-class pastoral. He said the late Govern
ment could not deal with the dummy ques
tion. There was always a make-weight-a 
huge weight coming from the Post-Office 
against it; and he (Mr. Pettigrew) actually 
began to believe that this dummying was all 
fudge; but he did not know so much then as 
he did now. He had asked the honorable the 
Minister for Lands :-

"What special object, i£ any, have the Govern· 
ment, in not appointing a land agent and com
missioner for the Ipswich district?" 

And the happy, the glorious answer he got, 
was-one officer for Ipswich and one for 
Helidon. Now, what was the meaning of one 
officer at Helidon, he should like to know P 
How was that anliwer concocted ? He was 
sure the honorable the Minister for Lands 
uever dreamt of it. 

l'he SECRETA.RY FoR PuB!.IC LANDS : I did. 
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Mr. PETTIGREW : said, at any rate, they 
wanted daylight thrown on that transaction. 
They wanted a land-agent and commissioner 
at Ipswich, and they wanted more informa
tion. Why, over£16,000 worth of land-orders 
had passed through the Ipswich office ; and 
the honorable the Minister for Lands had yet 
to learn a great deal. Now, there was a charge 
made last night against the other side of the 
House, and he was honest and strightforward 
enough to state that that charge was not 
true ; it was not honest, and ought not to 
have been brought. In 1874, when the most 
valuable clauses of the Land :Bill then 
brought forward were defeated by the action 
of the honorable the Attorney-General-the 
.Attorney - General of the present Liberal 
Government-the Bill was sent to the Upper 
House ; but instead of asking for the resump
tions of land which were granted last year, 
what did Mr. Stephens do? He came. down 
to the House and asked, not for resumptions, 
but for confiscations. He (Mr. Pettigrew) 
would take the case of one or two runs. In 
Mount Stanley Run 120,820 acres were asked 
to be resumed, and at that particular time he 
did not believe 5,000 acres liad been taken up 
in the resumed half of the run. Then there 
were 33,000 acres asked to be resumed from 
Toromeo Run in the West Moreton district, 
and not a single selection had at that time 
been taken up on the resumed portion, nor 
had any been taken up to the present time; 
so he had been told by the owner of the run. 
He could go through the whole list put on 
the table that day. That list was a fal;'ce. 
The present Government did not want an 
acre of land to put up in that neighborhood, 
and he charged them that they had no wish 
to get the land, and that they would be dis
appointed if they did get it. If they asked 
for what land was really wanted, both that 
and the other House would grant it. What 
was he told by Mr. Stephens when he brought 
forward his resolutions asking for large 
resumptions P He (Mr. Pettigrew) said to 
that gentleman, "What do you mean; do you 
mean to resume the whole country; is there 
no more revenue to be received from that 
country P" "No," he replied, "I intend to 
make the Upper House so thoroughly 
unpopular, that we will be able to rectify it." 
That was the exact language he used ; and 
a more disgraceful thing than to break . 
up and ruin private families, because it 
suited the purpose of the Liberal party 
or any party, he had never heard of. 
The Ministerial side of the House had made 
a big bounce about dealing with leases ; what 
were they going to do with them P There 
need not be much mystery about the matter : 
if a person leased a building for ten years, 
if tlie lease expired he simply went out, 
unless he got a renewal of his lease. It did 
not require an .Attorney-General to explain 
that. What, then, was all the noise about, 
and why were the party on the other side to 
have special privileges P Looking over upon 

the Opposition benches, he did not see a 
single squatter from West Moreton ; that 
was a significant fact, for it said that when 
the land was wanted the people must have it. 
The fact was the whole cry was absurd, and 
Liberalism must take up a very different 
position if it wished to be thought honest and 
respectable. He was now coming to a 
matter which members on his own side 
of the House might very well consider. The 
Estimates had, he believed, been published, 
but it was said they were favorable to one 
constituency and not to another. The present 
head of the Government no doubt was quite 
prepared to offer any terms whatever, and so 
anxious was he to do this, that on the previous 
night he jumped up and met the remarks of 
the honorable members for Cook and Wide 
Bay with "Oh, all right, old fellow; all right." 
What was the meaning of that P Did the 
honorable gentleman think he could introduce 
his " all right" policy, and do anything he 
pleased unless the House agreed to it P Did 
the Premier imagine for a moment that he 
had arrived at the dictatorship of the 
colony P The question of the abolition of 
classification was a delicate one, and he was 
happy to say that the honorable Minister for 
Lands had offered to give him every assist
ance should there be anything wrong, before 
the Select Committee for which he had 
moved. He had put that motion upon 
the paper because every one of the Minis
ters seemed to say that classification was a 
farce. Why should it be a farce P .A com
missioner was appointed to go and examine 
lands ; he had been not only appointed, 
but paid £100 a year travelling expenses, 
and he either went to examine or he did not. 
Classification ought not to be given up, and 
if there had been fraud on the part of the 
commissioner, or in any other way, it ought 
to be dealt with in the manner in which the 
honorable the Attorney-General said he was 
prepared to deal with matters in connection 
with the land. He was glad to hear the 
Attorney-General come out so boldly in this 
question, but at the present moment there 
were deeds being passed and things being 
done that he had no hesitation in saying 
were detrimental to the interests of his 
constituents. He did not wish to say any
thing against the present commissioner for 
Ipswich, but there was a sort of jealousy 
he did not understand, and if a poor 
unfortunate German happened to get into 
the Rosewood Scrub, put his house down 
there, and dig up some three acres 
of land around it, then the commissiOner 
by some fluke arrived there, and soon found 
out that they were three acres of agricultural 
land. This unfortunate German, with his 
wife and children, lived by the sweat of their 
brow, working hard from the rising of the 
sun to the going down thereof; and then 
down came the commissioner, spying out the 
industry of the people, and classifying them 
as agriculturists. That same commissioner 
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would go on to the wealthy man who had 
bigger selections, or who had got some 
friend at court, but could never see an acre 
of agricultural land there. He defied any 
man to ride through West Moreton and 
take up 7,000 acres of land, and not find 
three acres equal to any in Rosewood 
scrub. These were stubborn eternal facts. 
The present Government said they were 
liberals, but he would show them a different 
trick, when they came up for election. 
There was another abominable thing in 
connection with the new Land Bill-one of 
those things, that unless it were altered, would 
deprive the Government of his support or 
that of any other liberal member representing 
an agricultural constituency : it was that 
when small men applied for a little bit of 
scrub l'ountry, instead of allowing them to 
ballot for it, there was the Brisbane Queen
street arrangement of auction for the small 
settler. This he did not hesitate to say was 
the most abominable provision in any of the 
Land Bills of the colony. He had carefully 
watched the statement of Ministers upon that 
one point-as for the Premier no one could 
understand what he did say-and his conclu
sion was that it was the most detrimental and 
excruciating clause ever put into a Land Bill 
against the small settlers of the colony. And 
yet the Goverment called itself liberal! He 
hoped some future Attorney-General would 
arise who was ambitious to sit on the Treasury 
benches, and who would move an amend
ment that if carried would altogether 
destroy this clause in the land measure. 
The Attorney-General had said during the 
debate that the House must take the Govern
ment as a whole, and not as individuals, 
and that they were competent to carry any 
measure that might be brought forward. 
That might be the opinion of the future 
Premier, or rather the gentleman who ought 
to have been Premier if there had not been 
treachery in the camp, but it was not the 
opinion of everybody. And what was the 
opinion of the Premier of Queensland re
specting his own colleagues ? He could tell 
those honorable gentlemen. On the previous 
Saturday night there was, in Ipswich, a street 
preacher at one corner of the street, and at 
the other was the honorable the Premier, 
who like all other men in the possession of 
power, had no difficulty in getting an audience 
around him. The Premier had to compete 
with the preacher, and while the latter was 
telling his hearers something about the future 
the former was telling his something about 
the present. He (Mr. Pettigrew) did not 
himself hear what was said, but he had no 
doubt of the truth of the report, and could, if 
required, bring the witnesses before a com
mittee of the House. What did the honor
able the Premier say of his colleagues? He 
said that the appointment of Mr. Mein was 
utterly against his wishes, and then he 
said, "I suppose we shall have to go to the 
country, but I must get a better Government 

than I have at the present moment. Too 
much Brisbane, sir. They are not popular, 
sir.· I must get shut of three of them at 
least." 

HoNORABLE MEMBERs of the Opposition : 
Hear, hear. 

.Mr. PETTIGREW: The Premier dare not 
deny it. 

The PREMIER : I do. 
Mr. PETTIGREW said he was prepared to 

prove it before any inquiry that might be 
instituted; that was the way to fix it. This 
then was the opinion which the Premier 
entertained of his colleagues. How could it 
be expected that the House or the country 
could respect such a man? The honorable the 
Colonial Secretary stated that the charges 
brought by the honorable member for 
Maranoa were brought against the late Gov
ernment; and he wanted to argue from this 
that the late Government had the confidence 
of the House. This he denied again as he 
had denied before ; and so clear was it that 
the late Government had not the confidence 
of the House, that unless they had allowed it 
to be understood that they would retire 
immediately they would not have got a 
vote on the night when a motion of want 
of confidence was raised. In fact, the 
honorable the present Minister for Lands 
cleared out of the House before the 
division, and the honorable member for Too
woomba also went away, while others left 
the House in disgust. That vote was as 
thoroughly adverse as any vote ever given in 
the House, and there was probably no man 
in the House more thoroughly adverse 
to the action of the late Government 
than the present Colonial Secretary, who, at 
a late hour, was manipulated to join the Gov
ernment, to niake it respectable. Unfortu
nately, the honorable the Colonial Secretary, 
in bringing charges against the late Govern
ment, brought charges of a very serious 
character ; argumencs had also been ad
vanced for the purpose of showing that the 
late Government were perfectly pure. Instead 
of that, they were probably the most corrupt 
Government that ever came into the House 
11ince the formation of constitutional govern
ment in Queensland. He had taken a little 
trouble upon the subject. There was a gen
tleman called Mr. Hodgkinson in the House 
during last session ; and whether he voted for 
his own appointment to be sent out to the 
North-west Passage he (Mr. Pettigrew) knew 
not, but he had it on the undeniable word of 
the present Premier that the Premier found 
it to be too expensive to keep him in the 
House. 

The PREMIER : It is not true. 
Mr. PETTIGREW said it was perfectly true, 

and if the honorable gentleman the Premier 
took out his cheque-book it could be proved. 
The Colonial Secretary said there had been 
no stipulation with the· late Premier, and he 
(Mr. Pettigrew) had no doubt that the Colo
nial Secretary was no partv to anything of the 
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kind. The honorable the Colonial Secretary 
was above it, but if the honorable gentleman 
heard the way in which the present Premier 
spoke about him and his incompetency to 
make an oration, he would open his eyes. This 
was what the Premier said of his Colonial Se
cretary, although he would find it difficult to 
go to the country without him. He (Mr. Petti
grew) had not the slightest doubt there was 
not one of the Ministers who felt comfortable 
on the Treasury benches ; they were too much 
like fish out of water ; they knew that very 
soon the end must come. The Attorney
General, especially, knew which way the 
wind blew, and would be perfectly satisfied if 
he could come back and manipulate himself 
into the next Government. He (Mr. 
Pettigrew) knew the Attorney-General's 
principles perfectly, and how he came into 
the late Government ; knew also the opinion 
formed by the late Premier of that gentle
man when he took him into his Ministry. 
The honorable member for Brisbane had no 
business to say that he (Mr. Pettigrew) was 
in opposition; he was for the Liberal party, 
but the Liberal party pure and simple. He 
was for the Liberal party more than they 
were themselves, but he would have it pure, 
sterling, and honest, with no dummy at its 
head. The honorable the Colonial Secretary 
commented upon the fact that the honorable 
member for Ravenswood would borrow money 
in England at four and a-half per cent. and 
lend it in the colony at five per cent. What 
a miraculous genius it was to discover what 
the effect of this would be ! It was to be 
hoped, for the sake of the mercantile 
profession, that the honorable gentleman 
would at least acknowledge that this was a 
perfectly safe financial transaction. There 
seemed at present to be a frightful doubt 
about borrowing money; but if such money 
could be used advantageously in the interests 
of the colony-in reproductive works-it was 
the duty of the Government to do it. Why 
did they not stop emigration P Why did 
they appoint an Agent-General, or,· rather, 
a Plenipotentiary Extraordinary P Why 
pay him £2,000 a year P Honorable 
members seemed to laugh at the idea, 
but take Mr. Macalister's passage out 

· and back, and all the rest, and it came to that 
amount. What did the honorable gentleman 
want at Philadelphia when the exhibition was 
closing P Was it a pleasure trip P He (Mr. 
Pettigrew) hoped the Premier would pay 
these costs out of his own pockets, for the 
House should never pay it if he (Mr. Petti
grew) could help it. He had the greatest 
respect for the Honorable A. Macalister-the 
Honorable A. Macalister, C.M.G.-but that 
gentleman ought to have gone home simply 
as Agent-General, and with no further titles ; 
and if the Ministry had been fools enough to 
give him permisswn to draw upon the cash
box and take away 600 sovereigns, as it was 
said he had done, and had given him a salary 
of £1,250, there should be, lit ~ome time or 

o1h!Jr, a full inquiry into the matter, and the 
Ministers should be favored with a little 
mathematical knowledge before the session 
was over. He approved of the appointment 
as Agent-General, and would vote fore it 
if it was constitutional, but it must be at the 
exact price of his predecessors. At the same 
time he could not but feel that the honorable 
member went home to England upon terms 
that were unfavorable to the progress of the 
colony, and the idea of sending him to 
Philadelphia, where he would not arrive till 
the end of August, while the exhibition closed 
in October, was ridiculous. The idea of Mr. 
Macalister going to America to help Angus 
Mackay was a simple farce. The H onorable· 
Arthur Macalister was, no doubt, deserving 
of good treatment in the House, and would 
have got it but for the wav in which the 
appointment was made, and that was 
a way derogatory to the dignity and 
generosity of Parliament. The entire Par
liament would, no doubt, have voted the 
appointment had it been asked for, but 
inst.ead of that it was obtained by a regular 
wire pulling arrangement and system of 
trimming. He (Mr. Pettigrew) did not wish 
to be hard upon Mr. Mein who had got the 
appointment of Postmaster-General ; only if 
this was the way men were to be rewarded 
for long and faithful service to the Liberal 
party, the effect would be disastrous. The 
system upon which the Liberal party, as it 
had been lately constituted and worked, had 
been invariably this-that some family 
connection had been worked in to fill vacant 
positions, and he believed there was not a 
single department of the service in which the 
late Premier had not got some member of 
his family. The present Premier was working 
the same thing, instead of appointing men 
as he ought to do by way of promotion from 
the departments. The Attorney-General had 
laid down the princiiJl_!J that votes spoke 
louder than words. When the Attorney
General destroyed the only liberal Land Bill 
ever introduced into the House; when he 
made a statement to his constituents that 
when he joined the late Governme!Lt he J:ad 
arranged to carry out an Educatwn B1ll ; 
when he went and made his constituents 
believe he was a thorough Liberal on the land 
question-were these occasions when votes 
spoke louder than words P What did happen? 
The Attorney-General came down to the 
House and voted diametrically against the 
Liberal Land Bill. He (Mr. Pettigrew) 
happened to get into a discussion with the 
honorable gentleman in the newspapers, and 
had the audacity to challenge a statement 
made to the Oxley electors. The duty of the 
Attorney-General was to apologise when he 
had made a mistake, and he (Mr. Pettigrew) 
maintained now that the honorable the 
Attorney-General, when he addressed his 
constituents, stated that he had settled the 
Education question and would not join the late 
Government unless they agreed to his Bill. 
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Having said this, he had a most ample 
apology to make to the Attorney-General and 
to his constituents for ever uttering that 
statement, because he found he was wholly 
incorrect. When the Attorney- General 
joined the late Government, the question 
was brought before the Cabinet, and 
the late Premier said, with an adjective-
" Terms? Why, what terms does he want 
except to draw his pay ?" It seemed then 
that there were terms, and he (Mr. Pettigrew) 
humbly apologised to the Attorney-General 
for stating that he made no terms whatever. 
Having disposed of that little delicate ques
tion, he would now pass on to another matter. 
If there were to be any further proceedings 
taken with the dummiers, why issue deeds 
to men who were quite as bad, or 
probably worse, than those who had· dum
mied the land P He believed, and he knew, 
and he believed the Premier knew it also, 
that homesteads had been dummied where 
nobody ever lived on them ; they had not 
only been dummied and couveyanced, but 
had been actually sold to the department of 
which the present Attorney-General was the 
head. Such was the notorious fact, and what 
he said was that if one man was stopped all 
should be stopped ; there should be none of 
this family party business ; and his opinion 
was that if the honorable the Attorney
General was not so anxious to take fees and 
touch up the people who had a trifle of 
money, the House would hear less of dum
mying than it naw did. The fact was that 
in the eyes of the Liberal party, as it had 
been constituted by the late Government, 
dummiers meant men who could pay fees ; if 
they could not pay the fees they were not 
dummiers at all. The present Premier was 
of the same mind as himself, that there was 
more dummying going on than was sus· 
pected, and that the good men who spent 
money on the land were literally persecuted ; 
while the poor man, as he was called, who 
never fenced in his land, dummied away like 
fun, and if you went to touch him you 
touched straw. He (Mr. Pettigrew) would 
undertake to Bay that the Attorney-General 
would nev.er bring an action against a man of 
straw; he rather preferred plucking the fat 
goose. The next time the honorable the 
Attorney-General wanted to go for a dummier 
he had better go direct for the present Pre
mier; that was the finest dummying specu
lation in all Queensland at the present time. 
He would draw the attention of honorable 
members to a paper that had been laid on the 
table on the previous evening by the horror
able Minister for Lands, in connection with 
the resumptions. He found that the resolu
tion laid on the table was somewhat after 
the style of the one that was tabled at the 
close of the session of 1874. He would read 
the resolutions so that honorable members 
might understand what it was. It was :-

" That, in order to encourage the settlement of 
population in the Settled districts of the Oolony, 

and in pursuance of Section 10 of ' Tke Crown 
Lands Alienation Act of 1868,' this House re
solves to resume from the leases of the undermen
tioned Runs the areas hereinafter specified, as des
cribed in the Schedule laid on the Table of this 
House of the lands proposed to be resumed from 
the Runs in the said Districts." 

Now he found that that embraced the 
settled districts of the Moretons, of the Dar
ling Downs, and some others ; however he 
wished to point out that of the halves of those 
runs which had been resumed, leases were 
given to the occupiers of the same, and he 
understood that the same resolution as that 
he had read was brought forward in 1874 by 
the then Minister for Lands, and was not 
carried. A. point, however, had been made of 
that on the previous evening, and reasons 
were given why it was not carried It was 
stated that the honorable members opposite 
were opposed to it, but he had no hesitation in 
saying, as one who was at the time a supporter 
of the Government, that at that particular 
period the House offered no opinion on the 
matter; in fact it. was looked upon as a bur
lesque at that particular time to place the other 
Chamber in a false position. He would 
undertake to state, without a fear of contradic
tion, that if the present honorable Minister 
for Lands intended to offer any more land 
to selectors, he had better withdraw that 
schedule at once, for there was no more 
chance of his carrying it now than there was 
of its being carried in 1874. He stated that 
in all sincerity, for he wanted to see the 
industrious hard working people of the colony 
get lands when they required them, but he 
did not want a mere bait put before them in 
order that the Government might afterwards 
say that the squatters were opposed to them, 
whilst it was in reality the honorable gentle
man on the Treasury benches who wanted 
the present occupiers to remain in possession 
of the land. What, he would ask, was the 
use of resuming land on Cooyar Creek except 
to allow the present occupiers to graze over 
it free, gratis, and for nothing P If that was 
the policy of the present Government he 
would tell them that they knew nothing 
beyond the four walls of Brisbane, and that 
they did not understand the requirements of 
the colony. A.t Cooyar Creek at the present 
moment, not more than one or two selections 
had been made on the resumed half, and the 
remainder did not pay one penny of revenue 
to the colony. The people used it at the 
expense of the ,Treasury of the colony, and 
would buy it at. the expense of the hard 
working people of the colony, the men who 
would have their taxes increased to meet an 
over expenditure. The schedule before him 
should be withdrawn at once, and probably 
there was no man who understood it better 
than he did and the Premier of the colony. 
It was a matter that would do no good to 
any one beyond the present occupiers of the 
lands, who would be able to graze over the 
them free of rent, as they h!t<:l qQB~ fo:r years 
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past. The honorable Premier had told the 
people of Ipswich that one of his colleagues 
was not much of an orator, but no oratory 
was required in such matters as the land re
sumptions. Instead of talking about oratory, 
why did not the honorable gentleman try to 
get as much revenue out of the squatters as 
he could, instead of playing into their bands, 
as he would be doing by passing those 
resumptions. He would tell the same thing 
to the people at every polling place in the 
colony-even if the honorable Attorney
General was against him-and he knew who 
would win the day. Moreover, the Legisla
tive Council refused, in 187 4, to acknowledge 
the resumpt.ions then proposed, and what 
prospect was there, he would ask, of that 
Chamber passing the proposed resump
tions, which were similar, even if the 
Assembly passed them. He contended 
that passing them through that House 
in 1876 would be as great a farce as it was 
looked upon by every intelligent man to be 
in 1874. At that time there were no cries of 
"Divide," no division taken; but the mem
bers of the Opposition looked on and laughed, 
and those members on the Ministerial side 
of the House who had no brains, and who 
were prepared to be sold like a sheep farm, 
looked on and laughed. Now with regard to 
another matter: the honorable the Premier 
stated before he left the Legislative Council 
that although he had introduced a bill to 
amend the constitution of that body, it waa 
his intention not to proceed with it ; not only 
so, but the honorable gentleman stated un
mistakeably that he considered that they 
were a thoroughly respectable and honest 
Council, and easily to be bought-that he 
had found them kind and obliging, and that 
he could do anything he liked with them ; so 
thoroughly obliging were they, that one day 
he swore in a member of that body, and on 
the next appointed that member Postmaster
General. He had now a few words to say in 
regard to the public works policy of the pre
sent Government, and in connection with 
that, immigration. They had introduced a 
sort of half public works policy, a sort of 
maudlin policy-in the South, and in the 
North, a policy of which nobody knew any
thing. Still the tide of immigration flowed 
on, and the colony was supposed to be capable 
of absorbing any amount ; but he could tell 
honorable members that he had lately seen 
what he had not seen since 1866-a beggar 
had called upon him for alms. Why, there 
were hundreds of people at the present time 
out of work-immigrants might be taken from 
one depot to another, it was all the same
there was no work for them, and he would 
caution the Government to check immigra
tion, unless they were determined to do some 
tiling for the people at once. If they did not, 
the result would be, that they would im
poverish the working classes, until, at last, a 
man would be glad to work for nothing. 
What with Chinamen and blackfellows, their 

white countrymen would have, at last, to ask 
the Government for bread, and what would 
they get ? Why, they would get a stone. 
'l'hat was what they were drifting into, for 
the Government did not even dream of a 
public works policy; at the same time 
they were so pliable, that when the honor
able members for Wide Bay and Cook, 
on the previous evening, got up to air 
their grievances, they were told by the 
honorable the Premier, "You will all be 
provided for." Now, he considered that 
something more was wanted than promises. 
He had tried to bind down the honorable the 
Premier with promises, nay, more, by every 
oath that was known in Christendom ; he had 
tried him by a thousand and one oaths, and 
yet it was no use. He had tried him as a 
Jew, with the old testament from Genesis to 
Malachi ; he had tried him as a Christian, 
with the new testament, from Matthew to 
Revelations ; he had tried him from a 
sheepskin to the Knights of Malta ; but the 
honorable member got out of all. He did 
not try the honorable member on the Koran, 
but when the honorable gentleman went 
to Wickham Terrace, to the little tea party, 
there the Koran was brought out, placed be
fore him, and he was sworn upon it. But 
about the public works policy of the Gov
ernment, they heard nothing. It was true 
that the Premier had said something in his 
speech about borrowing £100,000, but what 
in the name of goodness was he going to do 
with that ? Why it was only a fleabite to 
put roads in order with, and the first flood 
that came would wash the whole £100,000 
away into the gutters, and of that, there was 
no man more convinced than the Premier 
himself; it would be simply a stop-gap. A 
public works policy, was it called ?-a mere 
loan of £100,000 with which to bribe mem
bers of that House. Who was to be bribed in 
that fashion P The money was to be borrow
ed, and he would ask whether the honorable 
Premier supposed for one moment that one 
constituency would be allowed to get more 
than another. Did the honorable member 
suppose that they were to find all the money 
because of their innocence as the victims of 
the late Premier, and of others, and yet not 
to have any share ; for his part he would see, 
whether the honorable Premier put one 
shilling or five pounds in the Estimates, that 
those Estimates should never pass unless 
the Stanley electorate was honestly .and 
fairly dealt with, although he represented 
all constituencies. Now, there was an awfully 
shady transaction which he was ashamed 
to bring to light before honorable mem
bers, and which it would be better should 
be wrapped up as in a blanket and never see 
the day ; still the truth must ever prevail. 
The late Government, in connection with cer
tain gentlemen, and with the assistance and 
connivance of the present Premier, had offered 
to sell the Liberal p>1rty to the other side of 
the House. He believed that charge was one 
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as fair and as honest as any that had ever been 
made; he knew it to be a fact also from what 
had transpired, and from what the honorable 
member for theMaranoa had stated on the pre
vious evening, that the Premier had been a party 
to it. The station had been sold, the Premier 
had gone to England, Mr. Hemmant had left 
the Ministry, and with it a deficiency in the 
Treasury, and the poor sheep were to be 
sold ; that was exactly the state of the case. 
He had something to say about the want of 
railways and public works. The stoppage 
of public works wasr uination to the farmers 
to whom he was indebted for his seat in that 
House, and for whom he intended to say a 
few words. Last year, when public works 
were being carried on with spirit, the farmers 
were in a thriving and prosperous condition; 
but when those works were stopped, what 
was their position, as at the present time P 
Why they had no market for their produce 
and were nearly ruined ; they had a home 
but no bread to eat. Yet in the face of 
that the Government talked about some 
trumpery loan for roads. More than that 
was wanted. Population was wanted, and 
something of a reproductive character for 
that population to do was necessary, to enable 
the farmer to pay where he purchased. Or 
was it that the Government wanted home
stead after homestead to be abandoned, and 
the labor of years to go for nothing P He 
thought that the farming interest was one of 
the most important in the colony, and that it 
ought to be developed in this colony in a most 
unmistakeable way; but instead of the Gov
ernment giving them any assistance, they had 
even refused to give them an Impounding 
Act, or to give them any protection .whatever ; 
but promised that something should be given 
in the shape of a Land Bill, which they knew 
very well would never pass. The peculiar 
ideas which had been enunciated by the hon
orable Minister for Lands at Maryborough, 
would prevent that Bill from ever passing. 
Now wha~ was wanted was not a Government 
whose Premier was denouncing his colleagues 
at one corner of a street of Ipswich, whilst a 
local preacher was holding forth at the other ; 
but it was a Ministry of strength that 
was wanted, not one numerically strong, 
but one strong in intellect, and if the 
honorable Premier said he had all that 
strength, he (Mr. Pettigrew) would humbly 
bow to him and beg to differ from him. 
There was another matter, and that was with 
respect to the Pastoral Leases Bill, which 
they had been told the squatters were parti
cularly anxious to get into their hands. 
Now, who gave them the privileges they 
enjoyed under that Bill ? A manipulating 
Government, or a squeezable Government. 
A gentleman told him to-day that he did 
not wish the honorable member for Maranoa 
ever to come into power, because he would 
not be squeezable, and said he admired a 
squeezable Government, because he could do 
what he liked with them. Now, what was 

the squeezability of Mr. Lilley, when he was 
Premier of the colony ? He was so squeez
able that one-sixth of the whole resumptions, 
he was told, would pass into the hands of the 
present proprietors of the runs. So much 
for a squeezable Government, and so much 
for the present Government, who were going 
to carry this precious Land Bill, which was to 
satisfy everybody. It reminded him of the 
big Bill he had heard of which was to give 
everything to everybody, and borrow five 
millions of money to divide amongst the 
people of the colony. He maintained that 
the present Premier had no earthly concep
tion of bringing in a comprehensive measure, 
and the sooner he abdicated in favor of his 
colleague the honorable the Attorney-General, 
the better for the colony. When that horror
able gentleml).n spoke to him about the forma
tion of a Government he never told him (Mr. 
Pettigrew) he was to be the leader. He 
wished that to be distinctly understood, 
because he did not notice until about ten days 
ago that he had been misreported. He looked 
upon the present Premier as the most danger
ous man this colony could possibly possess ; 
a man who had manipulated the telegraph 
wires for political purposes; who had had 
telegraph messages sent through, and never 
paid for them, for political purposes; who 
had had those messages published in the 
newspapers, for political purposes ; a man 
who had tried to set sect against sect, and 
creed against creed ; who had tried to range 
Orangemen against Catholics, and Catholics 
against Orangemen-he said that man was 
not fit to lead a young, rising, and important 
colony like this. He maintained that a man 
who would condescend to such acts was un
worthy of being Premier of Queensland, or 
to conduct its affairs. That honorable gen· 
tleman fancied that he could govern the 
colony in a dictatorial manner, and imagined 
that if he went to Rockhampton, he was so 
popular there that he could succeed in turn
ing out the present representative of that 
constituency. .A. man who would set creed 
against !!reed, and faction against faction, and 
stir up strife instead of being a man auq a 
christian-was, he said before the whole colony 
-a coward. He had no hesitation in saying, 
and was prepared to prove that at the very 
time his honorable friend the member for Wide 
Bay was being hounded down by a certain 
party in this colony because he happened to 
second the motion of the honorable member 
for Kennedy, the present Premier was using 
his best influence to return a Roman Catholic 
to that House, and he defied him to deny it. 
That was why he hated that sort of abomina
tion. He said that this wickedness must be 
swept from the face of the land. It was one 
of those things that would end in bloodshed 
and cruelty. The result would be, that in
stead of people coming 16,000 miles away 
from such things, they were arriving in the 
midst of it, and they found the Premier of 
the colony fermenting that hotbed of 11ec-
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tarianism. They found him using, what ought 
to be one of the greatest blessings they could 
enjoy-the telegraph wire-for the purpose 
of fermenting quarrels and raising sectarian 
jealousies throughout the colony, and he 
openly boasted of it. He (Mr. Pettigrew) 
said this state of affairs must come to an end, 
and it should come to an end. It was useless 
for men to step out of their way to bring people 
down to that House to try and influence him 
in his vote. He cared not if all the Stanley 
electors were before him at that moment, he 
should vote as an honest man, and as a 
thorough liberal. He feared no man. He 
was not like his honorable friend the Premier. 
If that honorable gentleman had walked into 
his meeting at Gatton, he (Mr. Pettigrew) 
should not have trembled in his presence ; 
but when he went into the poor Premier's 
meeting at Ipswich, he trembled all over, and 
it took him nearly three minutes to get over 
it. He (Mr. Pettlgrew) had determined to 
have things worked differently to what they 
had been. What ought to be their blessings 
must not be made their curse ; and, at all 
events, the telegraph wires must be kept per
fectly pure for the objects for which they 
were first intended ; and before that session 
closed, be it early or late, he had determined 
that the head of the Telegraph Department 
should be made responsible to Parlia
ment, and not to the head of a depart
partment. That was too important a thing 
to hand over to either the Premier or any 
other Minister, to let him manipulate it 
exactly as he pleased. He did not intend to 
detain the House longer. He wished to
night to point out to the Liberal party their 
true and independent course. If wolves 
came amongst them in sheep's clothing, let 
them brand them as traitors and turn them 
out. The man who would sell that party was 
an enemy not only to that party itself, but to 
the best interests of the country ; and he 
charged the present Premier, before that 
House and before all Queensland, as being 
that enemy. He spoke to the Liberal party, 
and they might judge of what he said as 
they pleased. 

The PREMIER: I rise, sir, to answer 
a few of the slanderous statements made 
respecting myself by the honorable mem
ber for Stanley. The honorable member 
accused me of having entered into a com
pact with the late Premier to secure my pre
sent position, by offering him the appoint
ment of Agent-General. I give that the 
most direct contradiction, and the best proof 
I can give in opposition to that statement is 
the fact that, after Mr. Macalister sent in his 
resignation, Mr. Hemmaut was sent for to 
form an administration and not myself. In 
addition to that, we ha'Te Mr. Macalister's 
own words, that he offered no advice to the 
Governor. 

.An HoNORABLE MEMBER : His word! 
The PREMIER : I believe Mr. Hemmant 

met wiih the same fate at the hands of 

His Excellency. He informed His Excel
lency that he was about leaving the colony 
for the old country, and could not, therefore 
undertake the formation of a Ministry, and 
he ~ffered no advice, nor did the Governor 
desire it. The honorable member also stated 
that I selected land in violation of the .Act. 

Jlrfr. PETTIGREW: No. 
The PREMIER : The honorable member did 

and I challenge him to prove it. 
Mr. PETTIGREW: I rise to contradict the 

honorable the Premier. What I said was, 
he had as much interest in those lands-

The SPEAKER: The honorable member is 
not in order in interrupting. 

The PREMIER: I defy the honorable member 
to prove the accusation, that ever I selected 
land in violation of the Act. I have heard it 
stated that that honorable member himself and 
the honorable member for Ravenswood are 
dummiers. I can say, in the case of the 
honorable member for Stanley, that it is 
patent to every one he is a dumn:i'ier-that 
he holds a dummied selection-and I can 
prove it. In the case of the honorable mem· 
ber for Ravenswood, I do not believe it. 
We hear of everyone being dummiers ; 
but the only dummier I know in the 
House is the honorable member for Stanley, 
for he holds a selection, to my knowledge, 
that has been acquired in violation of the Act 
ofl868. 

Mr. PETTIGREW: I know it; one hundred 
and twenty acres. 

. The PREMIER: With regard to the assertion 
of the honorable member respecting the meet
ing of the honorable member for Rockhamp
ton, that I took advantage of my position as 
Postmaster-General to send telegrams, I can 
tell that honorable member and the House 
that I never sent a telegram to Rockhampton 
until the meeting was over, and I then asked 
merely for a fair and honest report of the 
proceedings. I knew very well how the 
honorable member for Rockhampton would 
fare with his constituents ; I knew a want of 
confidence would be proposed; and I told the 
honorable member, before he left .Brisbane, 
the fate he would meet. He cannot deny 
that. I did not wish to take any action 
which would influence the people of Rock
hampton one way or the other. I have not 
communicated with them for some consider
able time ; but I informed that honorable 
member he was certain to meet with an ad
verse vote at their hands. .As for communi
cating with Orangemen in Rockhampton, I 
never did anything of the sort, and I defy 
the honorable member for Rockhampton to 
prove it. Let him produce any telegram I 
sent. I say I never sent a telegram to any 
Orangeman, or to any person in Rockhamp
ton, to go to Mr. Buzacott's meeting to 
oppose him that evening; and I defy him to 
prove that I did. 

.An HoNORABLE MEMBER on the Opposi
tion benches : You got other people to 
do it. 
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The PREMIER : I received a telegram about 
eleven o'clock, containing a faithful, honest 
report of the proceedings, and I sent it to a 
newspaper. That was not influencing elec
tors. 

An HoNORABLE MEMBER : You must have 
expected it. 

The PREMIER: Of course I expected it. 
I know well the feeling in Rockhampton, 
and I told the honorable member who 
represents that constituency that if I 
went up there and opposed him I was 
certain to defeat him ; and perhaps I may 
go there. I have never yet visited that 
particular portion of the colony, but I have 
a great many friends there,. and probably be
fore long I shall go there and meet the hon
orable member for Rockhampton in his own 
town. The honorable member for Stanley 
made some reference to land on Eskdale run, 
and the only recollection I have in connec
tion with that is, that I was interested in a 
certain mineral selection there, and dropped 
£500 on it, while he came off scot-free. The 
selection was forfeited ; we got nothing for 
the improvements, but the honorable mem
ber for Stanley, I believe, got his money 
back. Now, with regard to the remarks of 
the honorable member about selling the Gov
ernment, I can only say that for the last six 
or seven weeks that honorable member has 
been continually urging me to sell the party, 
and he promised me, on behalf of the hon
orable member for Maranoa, that if I did so, 
I should have the post of Postmaster
General in the other House. He even went 
so far as to meet me every evening at the 
railway station and pressed me to sell the 
party, to join him and the honorable member 
for Maranoa in forming an administra
tion, and to accept the position of Post
master-General. But, sir, in the place 
of doing that, I shall endeavor to support the 
party of which I am a member. And 
although, at the present time, the gentlemen 
composing my Government do not hail from 
all parts of the colony, yet, I feel fully justi
fied in stating that they are prepared to do 
justice to every portion of Queensland, and 
to all classes of the community. And, sir, I 
will say further, with regard to the policy I 
enunciated the day before yesterday, that 
there was never a policy put before the 
country to equal that one. With regard to 
the public works policy of the Government, 
I have no hesitation in saying it will compare 
most favorably with the public works policy 
of any previous Government. Should any
thing occur which might render it necessary 
that I should go to the country, there are the 
railways in the Dalby and the Wide Bay 
districts, and I may also say in the great 
Central district, to which we may point as 
indicating our scheme of public works so far 
as railways are concerned. And I may here 
state, that I blame the honorable member for 
Ravenswood for not having proceeded with 
the Western Railway more rapidly than he 

did. It is now twelve months since the Act 
was passed, and seven months elapsed before 
tenders were called for, and it was only the 
other day the work was started. If ever 
there was maladministration and depart
mental blundering, it was by the honorable 
member for Ravenswood. The contractors 
have been allowed two years to complete the 
contract, and it should be constructed in 
twelve months. The contractors ought to 
give employment to double or treble the 
number of men they have employed at the 
present time ; and I charge the honorable 
member for Ravenswood with a gross piece 
of departmental blundering. He is a fair 
speaker, but, sir, he is no performer; and I 
regret to have to say so, because he is a 
personal friend of my own. That honorable 
member stated the other day that a large 
number of men are walking about the coun
try unable to find anything to do, and I may 
state for the information of the House and 
the country, that we have to thank that 
honorable member alone for that. With 
regard to railway and telegraph extensions, 
those who know of my course of action in 
connection with the department which I 
recently had charge of, will readily acknow
ledge-for I do not wish to blow my own 
horn-that whatever I undertake I get done 
smartly. I have been obliged on several 
occasions to take out of the hands of the 
Works Department the construction of tele
graph stations in the western interior, which 
would· not have been carried out if left to 
that department. And, sir, during the period 
of my connection with the late Government, 
I pushed forward in a minor way many public 
works, such as telegraph lines and buildings, 
and I think those who know me are satisfied 
that I am fully able in my present position 
as Minister for Works to push forward all 
necessary public works. I know, sir, the 
source of the leading articles in the Brisbane 
Courier, and the Rookhampton Bulletin, but 
I care nothing for them, nor do I for the 
honorable member for Maranoa, or the hon
orable member for Rockhampton ; and, 
although I may not be an able orator, I am 
prepared to meet the honorable member for 
Maranoa in any constituency along the sea
board-anywhere out of a purely squatting 
constituency, and let them judge who has 
the master mind. I give that honorable 
member credit that he would not be a bad 
administrator, but I can say fearlessly that if 
ever he becomes Premier of Queensland, he 
will be the most unpopular Premier the 
colony ever had. I say, the honorable mem
ber will never last forty-eight hours as 
Premier of this colony, and if he does, I 
shall be greatly astonished. l know the 
feeling of the country, and we have confidence 
in every place excepting purely squatting 

· electorates. The honorable member for 
Bremer made some remarks the other night· 
but I look upon him as a simpleton ; he is 
only a child. That honorable member when 
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sitting on this side of the House said the 
policy of the Government was humdrum. 

Mr. THoMPSON: I rise in explanation. I 
never said anything of the sort. What I did 
say was that we did not possess ideas which 
would lead us into ecstacies or anything of 
that sort, but we would pursue a more hum
drum course of doing our duty. The honor· 
able member has taken the opportunity of 
calling me names--

The SPEAKER : The honorable member is 
out of order ; he is going beyond the bounds 
of personal explanation. 

The PREMIER : That l10norable member 
ought to know better than to ask why I did 
not come down with a Speech. If I had 
prorogued the House more than one member 
would have lost his seat. 

Mr. THoMPSON: Why? 
The PREMIER: Because certain members had 

not taken their seats, and if a prorogation had 
taken place they would have lost them. The 
honorable member knows very well that on a 
former occasion some members lost their seats 
in that way, and had to be re-elected. There 
was the honorable member for Gym pie; I was 
anxious that he should not lose his seat. I 
did not know whether he was opposed to the 
Government or not-I am very magnanimous 
myself it that respect, and entertain kindly 
feelings, and in order to act fairly and to save 
that honorable member and others from losing 
their seats we did not prorogue and come 
down with a Speech. I do not wish to take 
up the time of the House further, but am 
anxious to come to a division as quickly as 
possible. · 

HoNoRABLE MEMBERS on the Opposition 
benches : Go on. 

The PREMIER : I am anxious to come to a 
division to night ; otherwise I think we will 
have to adjourn the debate until Tuesday 
next. I should like to see whether we are 
to carry on the business of the country, or 
honorable members opposite are to do so. 
And the thought just strikes me that the 
honorable member for Port Curtis lias stated 
that he has not resigned the leadership of the 
Opposition; and I should like to know what 
he thinks of the combination of .himself and 
the honorable members for Ravenswood and 
Maranoa. If I recollect rightly, he said a 
short time ago that he would vote for the 
motion of the honorable member for Kennedy, 
because the honorable member for Ravens
wood had nothing to do with it. Now, I 
should like to know if the honorable member 
for Ravenswood is to be a member of the 
Ministry, and who is to be the leader. 

An HoNoRABLE MEMBER of the Opposi· 
tion: What Ministry? 

The PREMIER: 'l'he next Ministry. It 
appears that the honorable gentleman at the 
head of the Opposition benches is to take 
office with the honorable member for Ravens· 
wood ; and I recollect when the honorable 
member for Port Curtis spoke in very strong 
terms about the honorable member for 

Ravenswood being brought into the House. 
I do not intend to make use of the expres
sions he used, but it was to the effect that 
he had been picked up in the glltter and 
pitchforked into the Ministry. I think he 
said some1,hing like that, but I stand to be 
corrected. How is it, sir, that within so 
short a time those honorable members can 
sit and sup together; the lion lying down 
with the lamb P 

An HoNORABLE MEMBER of the Opposi
tion: Which is which P 

The PREMIER : I should like the honorable 
member for Port Curtis to explain that. It has 
been stated during the course of the debate 
that Mr. Macalister is receiving more than 
£1,000 a year. I think the honorable member 
for Bremer said he was receiving £1,500 ; and 
I cannowinformhonorablemembersthat Mr. 
Macalister is receiving only £1,000 a year as 
Agent-General, and he gets nothing for 
acting as Commissioner at Philadelphia. He 
will go there on his route to the old country ; 
it is only a little out of his way, and he will pro
bably stop there a few days. And if he should 
come back amongst us once more, no doubt he 
will be able to let us know something about 
the exhibition, and how science and art and 
other things are advancing. I will say no 
more at present. I think :r; have said. suffi. 
cent. 

Mr. THoMPSON: Defend yourself. 
The PREMIER : I warn members of certain 

districts ; I warn especially the members for 
Gym pie, and Wide Bay, and Bundaberg, that 
if the policy of the Government is not endorsed 
to-night, and the other side come into office, 
they will find my prediction is true that the 
people of those districts will rue the day they 
ever returned them to sell those constituencies. 

Mr. BAILEY said he should not have ad
dressed the House to-night had it not been 
for the threat held forth by the honorable 
the Premier to the members for Wide Bay, 
Gympie, and Burnett, that if he, as one of 
those members, did not vote with the Minis· 
try on this occasion, his seat would not be 
safe. He had now to tell that honorable 
gentleman, that his seat was perfectly safe, 
notwithstanding the present Ministry or any 
other. He stood there as a free man, ready 
to do his duty to his constituents without 
fear or favor ; and he was not to be fright· 
ened by any threat, nor was he to be bought 
by any bribe. He was very sorry to have 
heard the unseemly personalities which had 
been bandied backwards and forwards during 
the course of the debate between the horror
able member for Stanley, and the honorable 
the Premier. It was .the first time he had 
witnessed such an exhibition in that House ; 
and he felt really ashamed of it. It ap
peared to him, that if there were any 
truth in the accusations · brought forward 
by the honorable member for Stanley, that 
that honorable member must have been a 
party to the whole of the transactions ; for 
if he knew that the Premier was a false 
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liberal, that he was false to his party, a 
dummier, and guilty of all the other charges 
he brought against him, it struck him (Mr. 
Bailey) as a very curious thing that the 
honorable member for Stanley should have 
been the first bird of a feather he should fly 
to consult with regard to the formation of a 
broad Ministry. And he was not at all sur
prised to find that broad Ministry sinking 
down to a narrow clique, which was supposed 
to represent the Liberal party of the country. 
The.y did not represent the Liberal party, nor 
would they if they sat on the Treasury 
benches for the next twenty years ever lead 
the Liberal party in this colony. What had 
been the course of events in connection with 
the re-election of those gentlemen? Why, in 
nearly every instance, when before their con
stituents, they declared sentiments exactly 
opposed te> the policy lately shadowed forth. 
Up to that moment he had heard no reason
able policy declared. He could not jumble 
up· the speeches of' those honorable members 
and call it a policy. One was opposed to 
railway extension at present, and advocated 
that all works should stand still for twelve 
months, until they could pay their debts. 
Another said a general scheme was. to be 
brought forward, but it must be fully con
sidered ; and if they were to wait until the 
Government considered it twelve months, 
and the House considered it another twelVe 
months, and it then took a further twelve 
months to start the work, he was afraid all 
their population might be gone by that time. 
But they now said, in effect, " Rather than 
lose power, rather than be turned out of our 
seats, we are willing to do anything you ask." 
What confidence could be placed in men who 
were continually changing their opinions, 
who were not the same to-day as they were 
yesterday, and not the same yesterday as they 
were a week ago? He could have no confidence 
in them. They might be sincere, but they gave 
no mark of their sincerity, but e-very indica
tion of the opposite. They were supposed. 
to be a progressive and energetic Minist.ry, 
and the honorable the Premier had given an 
illustration of his energy in the Postal and 
Telegraph departments; but he (Mr. Bailey) 
might state that some weeks ago he arrived 
at a bleak, barren spot, where there was a 

. telegraph station, and he saw a miserable 
man with his wife and family living in a 
house, for which £12 had been paid by the 
honorable the Premier. That was a very 
economical way of putting up suitable build
ings for his officials to live in. :But leaving 
cases of that kind out of the question, in 
what position did the Liberal party stand in 
respect to the Ministry P The Liberal party 
seemed to have been left out of consideration 
entirely, and the whole was centred in a 
Liberal Ministry-a Ministry who were 
servinz their own ends under the cloak of 
liberalism. He had always understood the 
motto of the Liberal party to be, first, 
reform ; second, retrenchment ; and third, pro· 

R 

gress ; and he would ask the honorable the 
Premier whether there was a de-partment in 
the Government service in which 1•eforms 
were not every day becoming more and more 
necessary? Look at the Civil servants, who 
were hard worked, and had to live on a paltry 
pittance, while men with political influence, 
who were loafing about Brisbane, were 
pitchforked into billets of £300 or £400 a-year 
over the heads of old and deserving public 
servants. Were there not reforms needed 
in the Civil Service; and reforms in the 
laws of the colony, when they knew 
that law was another name for injustice P 
Was there a single department where a re• 
former could not step in and sweep away a 
whole cloud of abuses? But what reforms 
could be expected from the present Ministry? 
Had they minds capable of grasping any 
seheme of reform P Again, on the question 
of retrenchment, was it not the fact that 
there were innumerable salaries now paid in 
this colony to men for doing nothing-that 
there had been a gross waste of expendi· 
ture throughout the colony ? Yet no scheme 
of retrenchment was proposed. In the Cus· 
tom House at Brisbane six men would be 
found doing two men's work. As to progress, 
the Ministry first of all proposed no pro· 
gress ; then they changed their minds a few 
days afterwards; but this was under pressure, 
let it be remembered, and he would warn 
the House that the man who did a thing be
cause he was forced would soon find a way 
not to do it at all. For one, he could have 
no confidence in this Government ; he s.aid 
this conscientiously but reluctantly, because 
he had a great esteem for some members ~f 
the Ministry ; and he felt sure that even h1s 
honorable friend the member for Mary
borough would thank him for the vote he 
intended to give, especially if it released him 
from the necessity of sitting amongst a Minis· 
try that could not succeed, because they did 
not possess the confidence of the country. 

Mr. P .A.LMER : Mr. Speaker : Sir, I think 
it is almost unnecessary to point out to 
members of this House how utterly incom· 
petent the present Premier is to lead it, after 
the specimen he has given us of his abilities 
to-night, and also last night. I have listened 
to a great many speeches in this House, and 
elsewhere, but anything at all to be compared 
to the egotism, self-laudation, and want of 
common sense and deceney that we have 
listened to from the honorable gentleman at 
the head of the Government, I never before 
witnessed, and sincerely hope I never shall 
witness again. If it was at all necessary to 
endeavor to point out his short-comings, he 
has saved any member of this House the 
trouble. I never listened to anything equal 
to it in my life. His only argument in 
reply to the member for Stanley, who has 
taxed him, through the members of his 
family, with being the biggest dummier in 
the House and country, was the tu quoque 
argument-" If I am a rogue you are 
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another." Now, sir, there is another charge 
which has been made against him, which the 
honorable Premier has positively denied
that of pulling the wires-working the electric 
telegraph to his own use. While he utterly 
denied having done so, I am not in a posi
tion to prove that he has done so actually, 
b·.tt I am quite in a position to assert and 
prove that he has threatened to do so. On the 
very last night the House sat before the 
adjournment-on that very night when I was 
instrumental in stopping from his Govern
ment the proposed Supply vote of £100,000, 
and doing so on purely constitutional grounds 
-that honorable gentleman, sir, had the 
common sense to tell members of this House 
and others that I-what, sir? That I had 
thoroughly forgotten myself in opposing 
him; that I had quite forgotten that he had 
command of the wires, and that he would 
make me shake in my seat for Port Curtis. 
Now, sir, if he denies that, let him. And 
this is a sample of the statesmanship of the 
Premier at the head of the Liberal Govern
ment; and this I can prove as a positive fact 
:is a threat made by that honorable gentleman 
because I opposed him in this House. To say 
I despise his threat is hardly necessary, and 
to say I despise the man who could make 
such a threat is even still more unnecessary; 
but that he did do it, and that by so doing he 
showed his own inherent weakness, will be 
patent to every one who reads the statement I 
have thought it my duty to make. He has set 
himself up, according to the character he 
has given himself to-night, as a man of im-

.. mense mind, who is wanted to govern the 
country ; but in alluding-as he did in the 
most irregular manner-to the remarks of 
my honorable friend the member for Bremer, 
who told him that if he wanted to get his 
policy before the House and country he 
might have prorogued the House for a day, 
and put another speech on the table when 
the House met, he betrayed his ignorance of 
the commonest forms of Government. He told 
us that if he had done so one or two members 
of this House would have lost their seats. I 
say, nothing of the sort ; the House could 
have met, and the day after the prorogation 
could have taken place, and no member 
would have lost his seat ; so that if the hon
orable gentleman had been at all anxious to 
put his policy upon the table of the House 
he could have done it. But he never meant 
to do it; he has no policy whatever ; it is a 
perfect farce ; it is like tilting at windmills to 
attempt to combat the policy of the present 
Government. Look at the speeches of all the 
members of the Government to their consti
tuents when they went up for re-election, 
and you will find that they had not a policy 
amongst them. One proposed one thing and 
one another, but there was no such policy as 
that laid down by the Premier, or rather it 
was impossible to understand any policy he 
attempted to describe,excepting the policy laid 
down to us last night by the Attorney-Genera!, 

the real head of the Government as he calls 
himself by implication, for he says it is of 
no consequence who is the nominal head of 
the Government, whereby he certainly means 
to insinuate that he occupied that position. I 
say that when the Ministers went for re
election there was no policy laid down by 
them.; they contradicted each other; th~y 
contradicted the Premier, and the Premier 
contradicted himself, as he always does, and 
as he has done in every possible way. The 
honorable member for Wide Bay, who has 
just addressed the House, I think, understands 
the character of the present Government 
better than any member amongst us. I 
thought him rather irregular when he got up 
the other night, because, as an old member 
of this House, he should not have followed 
the example of the member for Cook, who is 
a young member and did not know that he 
should not air his grie-vances under cover of 
such an address to the House. But the 
honorable member fJr Wide Bay knew he 
was out of order, and I was somewhat aston
ished; but, directly I heard his arguments 
and speech, I felt convinced that he knew the 
Premier and present Government better than 
anyone. He told us then that if he could 
state his grievances the Government would 
probably change their policy immediately, 
and he was perfectly right. They did change 
their policy immediately.. I am sure the 
members of this House must have looked 
with amazement when he told those two 
honorable members who had aired their 
grievances that it would be all right- it 
would be all settled. Is that the WJ1Y in 
which the Premiers of this House ever 
address it? Have previous Premiers ever 
considered that we are all born idiots, even 
if they did set themselves up as the Autocrat 
of all the Russias ? Why, from this very 
fact the Premier is no more fit for 
the position than the smallest boy in the 
streets. The only thing I think he got upon 
his legs to-night for, was because he w~s 
anxious to know a great deal. Now, srr, 
there is a great deal he shall not know any
thing about. He shall not know why I join in 
this vote of censure, except that I choose to 
do so ; he shall not know why the honorable 
member for Ravenswood and myself, who 
have been working on opposite sides for .a 
long time, may happen to agree upon this 
question; he shall not know what arrange
ments will be made for a future Ministry. 
He has nothing to do with it. The question 
before the House is, whether he and his 
Ministry are competent to control ~he · 
destinies of this colony. That is the questiOn 
before honorable members, and with what 
comes afterwards they have nothing to do. 
At all events, I myself shall not dive any more 
into the future except to say that I shall be 
quite content if, by its votes to-night, the 
House says that the honorable Premier, at all 
events, is not the man to lead the destinies of 
this colony, but is, without exception, the 
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worst man ever put into the position he now 
holds. As to the general formation of the 
Ministry, I beg to say it was irregular from 
the beginning. I shall confine myself very 
shortly to that subject, but I look upon the 
formation of the Ministry as wrong ab initio. 
I say a Premier who puts himself up for sale 
deliberately as the last did, deserves all that 
has been said of him. But the point to which 
I am coming is, that his resignation was 
forced on him, as is well known to the 
House, although, on the last occasion of a 
vote of want of confidence, there was a small 
majority for the Government ; still, to all 
intents and purposes it was a vote of censure, 
and it was patent to everyone that this was a 
Ministry that could not hold their position 
any longer. I say it was patent to both the 
House and the country ; and the proper 
and constitutional course which a Minister, 
finding he was not able to conduct the 
business of the country and hold his position, 
should have adopted was, to tender his 
resignation to the GoverJ:!or and have nothing 
more to say about it. In what sort of a way 
that resignation was tPndered we do not 
know ; we had no information from the only 
gentleman who could give it, and that was 
Mr. Macalister himself, who took care to let 
us know nothing about it. He gave us a 
little rigmarole, and said he had given no 
advice. However, we will judge of the 
advice he gave by the results. I think facts 
are sometimes stronger than figures ; and, 
when we find how the thing was manipulated, 
I think we may come to a pretty just 
conclusion as to how the matter was 
arranged. I do not, for one moment, mean 
to question the prerogative of the Governor 
to go where hl' likes for a Minister; he 
may, if he likes, go to the grammar school 
and get the biggest boy, if he can get one 
big enough and old enough ; but, if he does 
so, if he steps out of the usual constitutional 
course, and does not send for some pro
minent member on either one side of the 
House or the other, independently of the 
Ministry going out, he is not pursuing what 
I call a proper constitutional course. But I 
repeat, if he brings that big boy from the 
grammar school, and makes him Premier, he 
has a right to do so ; but I have a right, and 
every member of this House, and every 
member of the community has a right to 
canvass the action of the Governor in this 
respect, and say when we meet here whPther 
we will have this big boy, or this nominee of 
the Governor, to rule the destiny of the 
colony. On this occasion, I say the Governor 
stepped out of the usual course. He went to 
a member of the retiring Ministry, a member 
who was not in this House, who was not 
responsible to the country in any way, who 
was a nominee, a member of the Upper 
Chamber, and having done so, of course he 
must be prepared to face the consequences. 
And I say that even if the honorable gentle
man who had been selected from the T.Tpper 

House were eligible, I should on that account 
alone deem it my duty to stand up for the 
rights of this House, the only elective chamber 
in the colony, and oppose the nominee 
brought into the Government, whether he 
afterwards qualified himself for the seat in 
this House or not. It would have been my 
first duty to raise my voice in warning against 
what I believe to be the most extraordinary 
and unusual course taken in selecting from a 
nominee chamber, a member who was in no 
way responsible to the House or to the 
country. I have also another objection to 
this. The person sent for by the Governor 
was a member of the Ministry goin~ out of 
office ; he was, in fact, part and parcel of that 
Ministry, and as I have before said in this 
House, by his selection, he having been one 
of the outgoing Government, the other 
Ministry coming into office have taken upon 
themselves the whole of the acts and the 
whole of the policy of the previous Govern
ment ; they are responsible for it, and if they 
accepted office at all, under the circumstances, 
it was their bounden duty to carry out the 
policy of their predecessors. I believe it 
would have been better, even if they had 
done that, than come before us with no policy 
at all, with rather a policy that was one thing 
six weeks ago, another thing three weeks 
later, different altogether a fortnight since, 
and very shaky indeed when the House met; 
while, whatever policy they have now, is only 
one that has been bullied, or as the honorable 
member for Ravenswood said, squeezed into 
them. Therefore, I do not feel at all qualified 
to discuss the Ministerial policy, because, as 
I have said before, it is like tilting at wind
mills: they have none. Is there anything in 
the previous career of the honorable member 
at the head of the Government to lead us to 
repose any confidence in his management of 
affairs? What have we for many years 
known him as ? Ha8 he ever led any 
party in the House ? Has he ever taken 
up any great measure, or brought any 
measure of consequence into the House, or 
supported us with eloquence, even such as 
that with which he has favored us to
night ? No, sir : his whole course in this 
House has been one of petty scheming, and 
the only thing I have ever heard him boast 
of was with respect to electioneering dodges. 
This is no new opinion I have formed of the 
honorable gentleman. I expressed it, and it 
is on record, when he was made Postmaster
General. A greater schemer I never came 
across in my life, and if I had only followed 
out any of the petty schemes he once sug
gested to me, I should have made a very nice 
leader of the House indeed. I say then, this 
is no new opinion ; I have recently seen no 
reason for changing my views on the subject, 
and I do not know why I should be called 
upon to support a Ministry of which he is the 
head, simply on the threat that he will do 
something terrible if I do not-that he will 
go to Uockhampton and beat the member 
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there; and, indeed, everywhere else. The 
constitution of the Ministry seems to me to be 
rather a curious one too. When a Premier 
with no great end, aim, or object, comes into 
power, I should imagine he would, at all 
events, have tried to secure as members of 
his Ministry, men representing the various 
pursuits and districts of the colony-men 
who could give him some information upon 
subjects of which he is himself lamentably 
ignoran.t, such as the wants of the various 
districts, and so forth. Instead of this, we 
find a Queen-street ministry. We have the 
inevitable Attorney-General, who I am 
afraid will be the Vicar of Bray of this 
colony for years, until some of our young 
men grow up with ambition to come into 
the House and dispute the place with him. 
We find, then, the inevitable Attorney
General. Then we have a Colonial Trea· 
surer, a gentleman who gave a glorious 
example of his geographical knowledge by 
giving railway passes for Dalby to assist a 
number of workmen on their way to New 
South Wales in order to shorten the journey. 
This honorable gentleman has been taken 
out of the Works Department because he 
thought he had a special aptitude for financial 
matters, and pitchforked into the Treasury. 
We have not been able yet to see what he 
can do in his new capacity, but he is to all 
intents and purposes a Queen-street Bris
banite and nothing else. There is not a 
record in the House of an instance where he 
has advocated any great measure for the 
good of the major portion of the colony, and 
he has invariably ignored northern questions. 
How then can we place any dependence upon 
his ability as a Treasurer P We have a very 
nice fellow, I must say, as Colonial Secretary, 
a man who can take his licking with a smil
ing face at any time, but a man more ignorant 
of geography of the colony is not in the 
present Ministry; I can remember when he 
thought the Lower · W arrego was in some 
part of New Guinea. He had no better idea 
than that. That is not the man we want as 
Colonial Secretary; however good and ami· 
able he may be, he is not the man to grapple 
with the work which requires a very innate 
knowledge of the greater part, if not the 
whole of, the colony. We have never heard 
him on any very great political question ; his 
course has been hitherto sHting behind the 
Treasury benches and echoing its views, and, 
I think, no one occasion shying up his hat. 
Then I come to my honorable friend the 
Minister for Lands. Everyb:>dy knows that I 
admire that gentleman's character very much, 
and if he was not so versatile, I might even say 
volatile, I should like him a great deal more. 
But it is rather an extraordinary selection to 
make of a Minster for Lands-a gentleman 
who on the last occasion of a division in this 
House, when the fate of the Ministry 
depended upon it, could not find the time to 
record his vote. I do not think that says 
;much for the strength of mind of a l\1inister 

who from the very nature of his position 
ought to be the most decided man in the 
Cabinet, and the best able to say " No " 
and "Yes," not only in the Cabinet but to 
the people with whom he will come in con· 
tact in his department. His disappearance 
through that rat-hole that was spoken of, I 
must say, augurs very badly for his firmness 
in the Lands Department, and should have 
told very much against his joining a Ministry 
which he had not the courage to support. A 
better selection;might have beenmaclei believe, 
but ut the same time I must say, if the present 
Ministry had a better leader, a leader to 
whom we and they couldalllookwithconfidence 
-if they had, as they once had, a leader who 
it could be felt on both sides of the House 
had really the power of carrying out any 
policy put forth, I believe this Opposition 
would never have arisen. I admit at once it 
is an extreme case, and it is only in extreme 
cases that the present action on the part of 
the members of this House would be justified; 
that is to say, attacking a Ministry before 
they have put their rag of policy on the table. 
But I think we have given full and sufficient 
reason for that action. We do not believe, 
in the first place, that they have a policy ; in 
the next, we do not believe if they had one, and 
put it upon the table, the Premier is the man 
to carry it out; and, therefore, we say it is 
best in the true interests of the c0lony at once 
to say " stop," if we can. I believe it is the 
duty of the members of this House to vote 
conscientiously on this question, and to look 
at it in this way :-A.re the present Ministry 
the men to whom the destines of the colony 
should be confided at the present crisis P It 
is not their duty to look beyond that. If 
they can conscientiously answer this question 
in the affirmative, vote for them; if they 
think the Ministry are not the men, I hope 
they will give a very decided expression of 
that opinion, and vote the other way. The 
only way to judge of this Ministry is by their 
acts. " By their fruits ye shall know 
them," is a very good principle indeed. \Ve 
must judge of this principally by two things, 
one of which I have characterised over and 
over again as a job, the other of which I shall 
now characterise as another job. We heard 
nothing from Ministers as to what the real 
facts of the appointment of Mr. Macalister 
as Agent-General are, his salary or emolu
ments, but what was dragged out of the Pre
mier by the speech of the honorable member 
for Stanley; and then he said, that instead of 
£2,000 it was only £1,000 a-year. It is pa· 
tent to us all that Mr. Macalister told us 
himself that he would not take the office of 
Agent-General-would not appoint himself
and would not ask for it. We read of his resig
nation. We then had a semi-authoratative 
announcement in the Government paper, the 
Telegrapl~, that he would not accept the o:ffiee 
of Agent-General, and had no idea of taking 
anything of the sort. He was going on a 
tour in Europe, and would return in tim.e for 
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the political arena next session ! That was 
asserted authoratatively. Then we had the 
fact very shortly afterwards of this honorable 
gentleman being gazetted as Agent-General. 
1'he Government were warned, that in the 
opinion of a great many members of this 
House he was not fit for the appointment of 
Agent-General, and that if it was given to 
him it would be looked upon by the Opposi· 
tion as a political appointment, and one which 
would involve the Agent-General going out 
with the Ministry. I stated it myself, and 
I had the authority of my side of the House 
for saying we strongly objecteil to the appoint
ment. We looked upon it as a purely po
litical matter, and said we could consider it 
as a job. We think that a party man of so 
many years' standing in this House, who had 
led a party for so long, was not the man to 
represent the Government in such a post. 
We warned the Government that if he was 
appointed, and by a turn of the wheel we 
came into office, we should look upon the 
appointment as a political one. I suppose 
we shall have, in a few days, a copy of the 
Executive Minute ordered by this House to 
be laid on the table, but to-night we do not 
know the terms of this appointment. Rumor 
out of doors says the appointment is for a 
certain time--

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : No. 
Mr. PA.LMER : Then another rumor says 

that if the Agent-General is recalled his 
travelling expenses are to be paid-

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: No. 
Mr. PALMER: Well, sir, I am very glad 

that we are getting it out by degrees ; if the 
Government had taken a leaf out of my 
book they would have given all the informa
tion about this appointment at once, and not 
have allowed it to be dragged out of them. 
I always made a point of doing so, and I 
think it is the best plan. But what did they 
do P Why, upon being told that in the 
opinion of honorable members Mr. Macalister 
was not fit for the office, and that if appointed 
his appointment would be looked upon as a 
political one, one of their very first acts was 
to appoint that gentleman. If the Ministers 
had had the manliness to come down to the 
House before the adjournment, or even 
now, and state that, in consideration of the 
long time Mr. Macalister had been in harness 
in the service of the colony, or that he was in 
bad health, or in want of means, they thou~ht 
that he merited some recognition, and they had 
proposed it, I believe there would not have 
been a dissentient voice. I will go further, 
and say that if they had even proposed a 
pension to that gentleman, I believe there 
would not have been a dissentient voice 
towards granting it, and although I am not 
an admirer of that gentleman's politics, and 
although I should have thought it a bad 
precedent, I should have been inclined to 
give him a pension ; but the Government had 
not done so, and I firmly believe that they 
have, by theil• underhand jobbery, injured 

that gentleman's prospects for the future. 
There is another reason why I think the 
appointment should not have been made, is 
that which was offered by the Government 
as their apology for making it-that the hon· 
orable gentleman was broken down in health. 
Now, I say, with the warning before them, 
in the case of Sir Charles Cowper, the Agent
General of New South Wales, ,who by the 
way, appointed himself-with the correspon
dence before them of that gentleman having 
broken down in health, the Government 
should never have made the appointment. 
Why, sir, a letter appeared in the Sydnep 
Morning Herald, almost at the very time this 
appointment was made, from Sir Daniel 
Cooper on the subject of Sir Charles Cowper's 
appointment. I cannot say that I altogether 
approve of the tone in which that letter is 
written, but whilst disapproving of that, I 
think the letter is true. He says in one 
paragraph:-

"I helped Sir Charles Cowper, and afterwards 
did his work most willingly, but I do say it was 
cruel to keep him to the collar until he could 
neither stand nor spe11k, and it may be a consola· 
tion th11t uo Premier would dismiss him, but 
allowed !rim to receive his full salary 11s long as he 
lived, inste11d of making a pensioner of him, but, 
whilst I was doing all the work, the country w11s 
shirking ita duty, and making its worn-out 
servant a pensioner of mine." · 
I think Ministers in making the appointment 
of Mr. Macalister should have had that para· 
graph before them, because I believe that 
that represents exactly what they have done 
in their appointment. Sir Charles Cowper, 
when he went home, was in good health, but 
here we have the apology given to us for the 
appointment of Mr. Macalister that he was 
broken down in health. Then as to their 
next job-of that we had a little tinkling 
beforehand. I refer to the appointment of Mr. 
Mein. It has been the practice to criticise 
the appointments made to the Upper House, 
and a great deal has been said about those I 
made when I was in office ; but I ask, whether 
there was ever an appointment made to the 
Upper Chamber, or one that ever could be 
made, that could be compared to that made 
by the late and endorsed by the present G:ov
ernment P Has there ever been an appomt
ment to that Chamber made by a Premier 
before going out of office simply because the 
gentleman appointed was a partner of that ~re
mier in business? Why it was the appomt
ment of a man who has never shown any 
aptitude for political life, but who was pitch
forked into the Upper House because, why
because he was a partner of the late Premier; 
but even that was capped by the present Pre
mier appointing that gentleman, who could not 
possibly have had any experience of depart· 
mental business, as Postmaster-General and 
leader in the other House. That was the 
second act in, to say the least, a very curious 
transaction. If the country is to be governed 
by Macalister and Mein, and we are to have 
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Mr. Macalister's shadow, after that gentle
man has left the colony, in the shape of Mr. 
Mein, all I can say is, that I shall not sit 
under that shadow, but shall do all in my 
power to put out the Ministry who made the 
appointment. 'fhe houorable Premier, when 
making his celebrated speech at Ipswich, 
with his usual brilliancy of argument, said 
most unfairly, that, because I deprecated the 
appointment of Mr. Macalister, I was an 
advocate of the American system of changing 
all public servants with a change of Govern
ment. Why, sir, I never in my life advo-"' 
cated such a thing ; but the fact is, that the 
.Premier got hold of the idea, and grew so 
fond of it, that he actually favored us agaiu 
with it, in this E;ouse, the other night. I 
have never dreamt of such a thing; and I 
should like to know whether any speech I 
have ever made in this House would bear 
such a construction P There is a very great 
difference between saying that if an outgoing 
Premier should be put in the position of 
.Agent-General for the colony, it should be 
considered a political appointment, and 
asserting that there should be a change 
of public servants with every change of 
Government. That has not been my practice 
at all, for I can safely say that no one 
has done more than I have done during 
my tenure of office to keep men in the 
Civil Service, and no one has appointed 
so few persons out of the Service. But, sir, 
there is another very vital point to be con
sidered in connection with the sending home 
of Mr. Macalister as .Agent-General, and 
that is, whether immigration is to go on at 
the present rate P Now, there is a time to 
carry on immigration and to encourage it, 
and a time to control it ; but it appears to 
me that this great Liberal party-which by 
the way has no more right to call themselves 
by that name than they have to call them
selves the Doges of Venice, have always run 
amuck at eveqthing, and so they will do in 
regard to immigration-they will go on and 
on until they overdo it. We do' not know 
whether they have ordered immigration to 
be slackened for a time, but we see no sign of 
their having done so, as vessel is coming in 
after vessel crowded with men, for whose 
employment no· provision is made. We have 
seen lately one notorious instance of the way 
in which immigration is being over-done, 
where a vessel chartered for Maryburough 
has been ordered by the Government to 
come to Brisbane instead, in consequence of 
the over-crowded state of' the labor market at 
the former place. Of' course the Govern
ment will turn round and tell us that 
they have not been long enough in office 
to arrange those matters; but I say, sir, 
that they have been, as they are like the 
pot au feu of the French cook, they 
are part of the old Ministry of 1874-
there is the old stew still going on ; some por
tions of it have been eaten or devoured, but 
still the stew remains the same pot au feu. 

It is the same Ministry, although they have 
got from bad to worse-small by degrees and 
beautifully less. I say, sir, that it is their 
duty now, if they have not done it before, to 
regulate this immigration. We all know that 
after we have had a few good seasons we may 
expect a few .bad ones ; in fact, we were told 
last session by no less an authority than the 
present honorable Colonial Secretary that we 
were going to have a great crisis. If that 
was the honorable member's opinion then, 
why has he not warned his colleagues to 
slacken immigration P I should like to know 
what is the use of sending home an Agent
General to force on a stream of immigration, 
which the colony is not prepared to receive ; 
unless, indeed, that gentleman has been sent 
home to check it. There is another thing 
which has not been alluded to in the course 
of this debate, and that is-Who is in charge 
of the Home Office P I should like to have 
that explained by some honorable member of 
the Government. Is it that gentleman who 
has already proved himself a traitor and a 
spy P .Are the destinies of this colony left in 
his hands P Is he to be retained in the 
office P Is he to report by private letters 
upon Mr. Macalister as he did upon Mr. 
lJaintree? Is there a spy to be sent home 
over Mr. Macalister, who requires it a great 
deal more than ever Mr. Daintree did? It 
has amused me on reading over the speeches 
of the various Ministers, to find that with the 
exception of the Premier, they all agree on 
one point, however much they differed on 
others, and that is, that they were not asked 
to select their leader ; they told their con
stituents so-but why on earth do they serve 
under him P Is it patriotism of the clearest 
type, or is it not rather the dirty thousand 
a-year P I cannot understand men being 
under a leader they have not been allowed to 
select. I could not do it; and it would be 
very difficult to get me and most of the hon
orable members on this side of the House into 
such a team. But I suppose they consoled 
themselves as the honorable Attorney-General 
did last night, with the idea that the honor
able Premier was only the nominal head. 
Then it has been said that they ha-ve not had 
time to frame a policy-I think it was the 
honorable Attorney-General said that--

The ATTORNEY-GENER.A.L : I did not say so. 
Mr. PALM ER: Well then, perhaps I dreamt 

it, or somebody else said so. But fancy a 
Ministry coming down to this House without 
having a policy. I should think that the 
very first thing the Premier would have asked 
a man when forming a Government would be 
" What is your policy P" .At any rate, that is 
the question I should ask. I am prepared to 
say that their policy is a shifting one; it is 
one which has shifted every day since they met 
this House ; and if they can get a vote or two 
by changing, they will change it every day of 
the session, until they get the support of a 
majority. But I trust they will not go on for 
long; and I think there will be a good test 
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soon of whether a Ministry so utterly incom
petent as they have proved themselves to be 
are the Ministers to carry on the business of 
the country at this particular time. Now, I 
have spoken in general terms of this Govern
ment, but I have, in common with many 
honorable members of this House, a grievance 
against them. I say that they arc not fit to 
control the destinies of the northern and 
western districts of this colony; for although 
they may have some knowledge of the re
quirements of the southern portion of it, 
they have none of those of theN orth. I say, 
sir, that we have a right to demand that not 
only should those interests be represented in 
this House, but that they should be repre
sented in the Government of the country. 
Without that is done, I do not believe any 
Ministry will stand. It will be a fatal day 
for this colony when we have the same thing 
as when I entered this House- a purely 
13risbane Ministry ; for we shall have again 
the old cry of separation raised, and to some 
purpose. 
_Mr. AMRURST: We have it already. 

Mr. P ALMER: We shall have it again, and 
I believe that if it is raised, it will end in 
srparation. For my own part, I am not afraid 
of it as far as the North is concerned, but I 
do not wish for it, for I think it would be a 
great pity indeed if this enormous colony 
should be cut up into small portions. But I 
am confident of this, that so surely as it is 
attempted to force a purely Queen-street 
Government on the country, that will be the 
inevitable result. We have, it is true, heard 
something about Shire Councils and Munici
palities, but I can assure the Government 
that if they remain in office, they will have 
to do something more than that, before 
they can satisfy the North. We must have 
financial separation, pure and simple, some
thing like the principles embodied in the Bill 
I introducPd in 1872. You must divide the 
colony into districts, and give those districts 
larger powers than I proposed to give them, 
as the colony has increased since then. You 
must have local councils, who shall have 
power to raise taxation for local purposes. 
No tinkering will do, we mean to liave that, 
and we will have it. The honorable Attorney
General last night-and strange to say, his 
speech has been very much applauded by 
some honorable members, although it; was 
the only speech we got out of the Govern
ment, and the only lucid interval was, when 
the honorable gentleman was on his feet
well, the Attorney-General, much to my 
astonishment, endeavored to raise the old 
clap-trap cry of the old squatting party. 
Now the honorable gentleman knows as well 
as I do, that the old squatting party does not 
exist, and therefore it must only be for party 
purposes that he brings it up once more. I 
will say this, however-that what some per
sons have been pleased to call the squatting 
party have given the country more liberal 
land measures than it has ever had since ; 

they forget who brought in the Homestead 
Areas Act-that it was introduced by my 
honorable friend the member for the Bremer. 
Then again in regard to the opposition given 
by honorable members on this side of the 
House to the resumptions which the honor· 
able Attorney-General took the trouble to 
read about last evening, when he mentioned 
the names of the members who voted in the 
division against the resumptions-that honor· 
able gentleman knows as well as I do that 
the opposition was not on the resumption of 
the lands, but on the principle that we should 
have legislation before confiscation. We 
have never objected to resumption when land 
has been required, but that and confiscation 
are two very different things. I was glad to 
hear it said by the honorable member for 
Stanley, this evening, that the object we 
imputed to the Ministry of that day was a 
correct one-that it was to try and get up a 
clap-trap cry against the Upper House. 
What have we to do with the land if it is 
resumed ? We have more now than will be 
used for many years, and I may he1 e remark 
that it is a most extraordinary thing that 
Government after Government, on resuming 
land, get hold of the wrong pieces every· 
where. The Government of last year went 
in for wholesale confiscation of runs, and the 
present Government want to repeat that on a 
smaller scale. It has been stated also that it 
was well known that the opposition would 
make a bold stroke in 1876 or 1877 to get 
on the Treasury benches, in order to have 
the manipulation of the ten years' leases. I do 
not know who was the author of that pro
phecy, hut I have not heard it anywhere 
except from the brain of the honorable At
torney-General, who appears to have dummy 
on the brain, and does not wish to work it off. 
After the information that honorable gentle
man has received this evening, he must surely 
feel it his duty to file an information against 
the Premier. To think that the great Liberal 
party should have a dummier at its head! 
Why, sir, the idea is monstrous, and I hope 
that the honorable Attorney-General will do his 
duty and work that dummy off his brain. I 
have always held. the opinion, and I have not 
concealed it, that on the expiry of those ten 
years' leases I shall look upon those lands as 
Crown lands, to be dealt with by the wisdom of 
this House ; but for the honorable the Attor
ney-General to ask the honorable member for 
Maranoa to lay down his plans for dealing 
with those lands before that honorable mem
ber is in office, is a piece of sheer nonsense. 
What I say is, and what I have always held 
is, that squatters should not be meddled with 
until the ten years' leases are up, but when 
they do expire, that then the lands belong to 
the Crown. If the honorable member for 
Maranoa was in office, I believe he would 
soon let the House know what his intentions 
are ; but, as I said before, the honorable 
Attorney-General has land on the brain, and 
it is a peculiar feature ofthatmadness that the 
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person affected by it thinks every other person 
is equally affected by it with himself. Now, 
what do we want with these lands in our pos· 
session on this side of the House? Are there 
any dummiers, are there any land-holders 
under the Act of 1868 P There are not ; and, 
what object then can we have in wishing to 
have the dealing with these leases P I will 
say this, that if I were to bring in a liberal 
Land Bill, it should not contain the provision 
that a man could not own land on the Darling 
Downs, unless he was prepared to live upon 
it as a serf. My idea of a liberal land law 
is, that no one, after buying land, should be 
made to live on it, unless he chooses to do so. 
Proper reservations should no doubt be made 
for homesteads; but I see no reason why, 
because a man lives in Brisbane, he should 
not own land on the Downs. I believe I 
have detained the House long enough; and 
I will conclude by repeating, that bad as the 
Ministry is, the leader of it is the worst ; he 
is the most dangerous man in the colony to 
be at the head of a Government, and if he 
had more brains he would be worse. He is 
the most dangerous man ; and bribery, and 
corruption, and trickery of all kinds would 
stalk through the colony, if he could have 
his own way. 

The SEcRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDs : My 
honorable friend opposite commenced his 
address with certain references to my hon· 
orable colleague at the head of the Govern
ment, and to the peculiar qualifications he 
possesses as leader of the Government. I 
understood him to say, that my honorable 
colleague might be compared to an over-grown 
school-boy, adding other things. And the 
honorable member concluded his address by 
informing us, that the honorable Premier was 
one of the worst men, if not the most danger
ous man in the colony. Now, this is a curious 
combination of character, that the honorable 
Premier is at once a simpleton, and the most 
dangerous man in the colony. My object 
in addressing the House is, to take notice of 
the remarks of the honorable member who 
moved the motion of want of confidence. 
I must congratulate him certainly upon the 
moderateness of the tone he assumed in 
addressing the House. We have travelled into 
numberless discussive questions hardly bear
ing upon the question before the House at all; 
and I must make this statement: that the 
honorable gentleman almost admitted that he 
was scarcely justified in bringing this motion 
before the House at the time he did. Tl e 
honorable gentleman quoted certain pre
cedents, which, I understood, went to prove 
that it certainly was not customary, at the 
outset, to meet a new Ministry with a direct 
vote of want of confidence such as this. The 
honorable gentleman almost apologised to the 
House for the course he had taken, and at the 
same time admitted that he had no great 
objection to the men, but he said he was so 
well acquanted with their policy that he 
did not care, even now, to judge them by any 

measures which might be laid upon the tablEc' 
of the House. I wish here, Mr. Speaker, to 
take exception to the doctrine just laid down, 
that the present Ministry inherit either the 
merits or the demerits of the past Ministry. 
They inherit, I believe, all the traditions there 
are of a liberal policy in the colony. We 
have heard one honorable gentleman to-night, 
the member for Stanley, representing himself 
as an hereditary liberal. I do not profess to 
be an hereditary liberal in the sense in which 
he described liberalism, but I profess to be 
an hereditary liberal so far as liberal services 
in this colony and in this legislature justify me 
in saying so. I confess I have, on many occa
sions, exercised my right to protest against 
the mistaken policy, in details, of even the 
Liberal party. I have heard it said that the 
·Ministry now in the House, though inheriting 
those traditions, and though even, I may say 
proud of whathas been effected in this 
colony by the Liberal party, yet hold 
themselves bolilld to the public works policy 
of the late Ministry. I certainly do not. 
I joined the Ministry of the honorable gen
tleman at the head o£ the Government with 
a distinct understanding as to the principles 
upon which I did so. I cannot speak 
for my colleagues, but I can speak for my· 
self, and I can say that, at any rate, on 
one point I had a definite and dis~inct under• 
standing with my honorable friend. That 
understanding was, that the principles em
bodied in the Western Railway Bill of last 
year should be embodied in some measure 
which was to be brought before this legisla
ture during the present session, and which 
was to be made applicable to the various dis
tricts of the colony. I consider that in justice 
to my constituents, without that understanding 
I should not have been justified in joining any 
Ministry, no matter what they might be 
called. I have simply stated in these words 
why, as a matter of principle, I joined this 
:fi;finistry, and what condition I made when I 
did join it. I confess the Liberal party were 
placed in considerable difficulty. It was well 
known that Mr. :M:acalister, who had led the 
party for some years, or who, at any rate, 
was recognised as a leading member of the 
Liberal party, was obliged to retire, I 
will not say on account of ill-health, but 
because he could hardly undertake the 
arduous duties imposed upon him as leader of 
the House. It was admitted that, to some 
extent, he required rest. The honorable gen
tleman had been to England, and performed 
certain important functions there, and on his 
return, feeling that he could not undertake 
the responsibility of leading the Government 
any longer, it was intimated amongst his 
private friends ancl followers that it would be 
desirable if he resigned the leadership of the 
party. Another prominent member of the 
party, Mr. Hemmant, who had distinguished 
himself very much as Tr~asu;er-a gentlem~n 
with whom on several occasiOns I had to dis
agree on most important matters of policy-
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had also made up his mind to leave the 
colony for private reasons, and this, taken in 
connection with a certain amount of dis
union amongst the party, rendered it evi
dent that a change must come about. That 
was apparent, and I felt that I could no 
longer . support the then Ministry, with 
the certainty that two of its most pro
minent members were about to leave the 
colony in a short time. That I felt dissatisfied 
with their policy I announced, but owing to 
my loyalty to them as a party, I did not feel 
bound to vote against them. That has been 
referred to in a tone of deprecation by the 
honorable gentleman at the head of the 
Opposition benches ; but I do not know that 
it was at all discreditable or dishonorable 
that I, under those circumstances, sho1ild 
have retired from the House and failed to 
record my vote with the members of the 
Opposition. However, the result was, that 
two members of the Liberal' party having 
made up their minds to retire, it devolved upon 
the members of that party to decide what was 
to be done. The agreement come to was 
that the Government should resign, and Mr. 
Macalister having tendered his resigrration, 
His Excellency was pleased to accept it. 
It is true that the honorable gentleman, 
who had previously led the Government, 
was entrusted by the party with full power 
to tender advice to His Excellency should 
he desire it. He was authorised to explain 
the position to His Excellency, and to 
designate a successor; but His Excellency 
did not choose to ask Mr. Macalister s 
advice. Upon that point I intend to say 
nothing more than that I believe His 
Excellency did no more than he had a 
perfect right to do. As to the discretion of 
His Excellency, I shall not attempt toques
tion it. It is most desirable, I think, that 
the leader of a party forming a majority in 
this House should not only possess the con
fidence of His Excellency, but also the confi
dence of the majority he purports to lead. 
However, when I was asked by the honorable 
gentleman at the head of the Government to 
join his Ministry, I did hope and believe that 
I might be of some use in that Ministry ; and 
I decided that if that honorable gentleman 
was prepared to pledge himself, at any 
rate to one measure, which seems to me 
of the utmost importance in the interests 
of my constituents, I should join him, and 
do my best in assisting to carry out 
what I believe to be liberal principles and 
liberal legislation. Such was my intention, 
and I hope that the conclusions which I 
came to on that occasion were justified by 
the real merits of the case. Such being the 
case, and the Government having been 
formed on a new basis altogether, we have 
appeared in this House with the expectation 
that at any rate we should have a fitting oppor
tunity aflorded us of bringing our measures 
before honorable members ; but instead of j 
that, we are met, at the outset, by a direct 

vote of want of confidence. I do not question 
the right of the honorable member for Mara
noa, or any other honorable gentleman oppo
site, to adopt that course. They areprobably 
opposed to what has been called the Liberal 
party. I do not wish to raise the question 
as to who are and who are not liberals; but, at 
any rate, the gentlemen ranged on the opposite 
side of the House are directly opposed to 
those ranged on this side, and as such, 
I do not take any exception to the 
fact tl1at they have brought forward 
this vote of want of confidence in the 
manner they have done, except that I 
think it would have been fairer and more 
generous to have allowed us at least one week 
to introduce our measures, and to be judged 
by those measures and the manner in which 
we conducted the business of the House. That 
would certainly be fairer and more generous ; 
and I will go so far as to say that the action 
taken is somewhat premature. Why should 
they proceed to judge us now upon what they 
are pleased to say is our policy, and upon 
what they are pleased to attribute to us as 
traditional feelings of the Liberal party, which 
in some respects is disputed by us and affirmed 
by the other side P With regard to the per
sonal qualities of the Ministry, I think they 
have scarcely had time to judge us; and I 
think also that the present Prime Minister 
may claim some toleration on the part of 
honorable gentlemen opposite. It is a novel 
position, at any rate, for him. He has, with 
tolerable success, led the Upper Chamber; 
and no doubt the gentlemen of that chamber 
are exceedingly tolerant-more tolerant, I 
am sorry to say than honorable gentlemen 
in this House-but from the experience he 
has had in that chamber, it is not too much 
to suppose that, at all events, in time he 
would acquire that confidence and that fami
liarity with the usages of this House which 
we hope he may still attain to. In address
ing myself to the remarks made by the 
honorable member for Maranoa, I must, in 
the first place, congratulate him upon the 
very hearty way in which he committed him
self at once to a railway policy. The 
honorable gentleman has, on several occa
&ions in this House, done so ; and I think we 
are, to a great extent, indebted to him for 
the proposal to carry a railway to the Gulf 
of Carpentaria. 

Mr. MciLWRAITH: No. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : The 
honorable gentleman was certainly popularly 
identified with the proposals that were made 
in connection with that scheme, which was 
subsequently modified. However, he was, in 
the first instance, committed to the extension 
of railways into the distant interior by means 
of land grants ; he considered that in the 
absence of borrowing lar~e sums of money, 
that system was preferable to no railways at 
all. The honorable gentleman made a very 
able speech in connection with the subject 
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when theW estern Railway Bill was discussed, 
and I was happy to hear him express himself 
in so decided and definite a manner in favor of 
railway extensions throughout the length and 
breadth of the colony. He was justified, 
from personal knowledge of both colonies, in 
comparing Queensland withN ew Zealand, and 
he said, if a railway policy was justified in 
that colony, much more so was it justified in 
this. In that I agreed with him, and I 
think it will be admitted on all hands, because 
of our territory being so much greater than 
that of New Zealand We have a very large 
extent of saleable land in the interior, to be 
made available, in the first place, for pastoral 
purposes, and; finally, probably, for agri
cultural purposes, though I think the latter 
must be expected to be at a very distant 
date. Such being the case, I feel assured, 
knowing the character of the honorable 
gentleman and the way in which he has 
committed himself to a railway policy in con
nection with immigration, that if the worst 
comes to the worst, and he succeeds in carry
ing his motion, if he is consistent at all, he 
must bind himself to carry out the railway 
policy he has indicated ; and if he has any 
regard for his political reputation, it must be 
based on a decided wish to carry out railways 
throughout the length and breadth of the· 
country. But, though in that respect I must 
congratulate the honorable gentleman, I can
not agree with him on many matters he 
brought under the notice of the House, and 
especially the way in which he criticised the 
:policy of the present Government. I think 
1t was hardly fair, for instance, to assume 
that he knew the railway policy and the land 
policy of the present Government. He had 
no right to assume anything of the kind. He 
has afforded us no opportunity of stating 
our policy on both these questions. It is 
true he may regard the basis of the 
policy of the Macalister Government as our 
policy, but I boldly assert that that is not 
our policy. There are distinctions, at any 
rate, in our policy ; and until that policy 
is brought forward, he i&J not justified in 
saying our policy is exactly the policy of our 
predecessors. He also emphatically asserted 
that we have no intention of committing our
selves to any railways during the session. 
But how does he know P How is he entitled 
to make any such assertion? He does not 
allow us to produce our measures, but meets 
us at once with a vote of want of confidence. 
It is tantamount to saying you shall not de
clare your policy. I can affirm positively, 
and I can stake my position as a member of 
the Ministry on my statement, that unless it 
was the intention of the Government to in· 
troduce a measure purporting to deal with 
the question of railways in various districts 
the colony, I should no longer continue to 
hold a seat in the Government. My tenure 
of office is dependent upon it, and if this 
Ministry are not prepared to bring forward 
:;J]lch a measure, neither am I prepared to con-

tinue in office. Nothing could be more ex
plicit than that. But I know, and can now 
affirm, that it is the decided intention of the 
Government to bring forward a large mea
sure with a view to secure rail way extensions, 
and it will depend, of course, on the decision 
of the House, whether it is carried into effect or 
not. The preliminary steps will be taken by m, 
and it will depend entirely upon the House 
whether they will assent to the measures we 
will bring before them. The honorable 
gentleman also based a lengthy argument on 
the question also raised in the discussion on 
the Western Railway Bill, that though he 
it was not justifiable to apply the proceeds 
of the land, when sold, to the payment of the 
cost of the construction of railways, the 
money might be appropriated to the payment 
of the interest on the railways when formed. 
That, I think, is the effect of his argument, 
and it is quite consistent with the proposal 
we make. In the first place, however, we 
consider it necessary that land appropria
tion should be made on the principle of the 
Western Railway Bill, and having thereby 
secured a guarantee that the capital and 
interest will be paid, it will be the duty of 
the House to pronounce an opinion as to the 
advance to be made for the railway, and 
whether the land should be made available as 
security for the interest or the capital 
amount. It is quite possible that it will not 
be prudent to sell any larger portion of 
these lands than would meet the interest. 
That is a subdivision of the question 
upon which the House has a per_fect 
right to judge for itself, and which I believe 
the Goverment would be willing to submit 
for their decision. They will, however, con
sider it necessary to affirm that the land 
should be appropriated in various districts, 
and be looked upon as security for the local 
debt of that district; and I believe thereby 
we shall be able to make a great advance 
with the principle of financial separation, 
which the honorable member for Port Curtis 
has referred to. The honorable gentleman 
took exception to the fact that the honorable 
the Premier had proposed to raise £100,000, 
by way of loan, to be expended on the_ roa~s 
of the colony. He pointed out that 1f this 
were carried into effect, and it became known 
to the Stock Exchange, in London, it would 
have a serious effect on the value of our 
debentures. On that point I beg leave to 
diff(jr very materially from the honorable 
gentleman. The members of the Stock 
Exchange would not consider whether the 
money was expended on roads or railways, so 
long as the expenditure was for the benefit of 
the country. What the members of the Stock 
Exchange and the financial people of England 
look to when they lend money is, whether 
those to whom they lend constitute a progres
sive and prosperous country or not. They are 
freely content to leave to us the details of 
that expenditure, and whether we think it 
desirable to spend the money on roads or 
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railways are matters of detail which I can 
assure the honorable gentleman those from 
whom we borrow do not take into very 
serious consideration. If the colony is solvent, 
if it is prosperous, if our rGvenue is sufficient 
to justify the payment of interest upon loans 
that we borrow, then the details of the 
management of the money may' be very well 
left to ourselves. What I really believe is 
this: that the only question the monied centres 
of Europe look at is whether those who bor
row from them are really a vigorous go-ahead 
people ; and if we show that we smoke a good 
deal, and drink a good deal, and do other rather 
more wicked things than these, perhaps, it is 
taken as indicating that the community is one 
of considerable intelligence and energy ; and 
if our revenue is buoyant, then there need be 
no fear of being able to borrow the necessary 
funds to carry out these great public works. 
I was astonished at the honorable gentleman 
raising this question, that the borrowing of 
£100,000 for expenditure upon roads would 
cast any doubt upon the value of our deben
tures. 

Mr. MciLWRAITH: I am sorry to inter
rupt the honorable member; but he is only 
referring to a small part of the general argu
ment I brought forward, and he bases his 
argument on the fact that it was the only 
reason I gave. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : I 
admit it was only one of the arguments 
the honorable member used; but still, he 
took a very decided objection to it. I was 
sorry to hear the honorable member for 
Ravenswood also take exception to the ex
penditure of considerable sums of money on 
public roads. The honorable member said it 
would be possible to spend even the whole of 
the money which we propose to raise by loan 
upon the Gympie and Maryborough road, 
and that then it would be thrown away. 
That seems to me a ridiculous argument ; 
because the honorable member knows very 
well there is nothing gives greater satisfaction 
to settlers than the judicious expenditure of 
money for the improvement of roads. 

Mr. KING : I wish to correct the honorable 
member; he has mistaken what I said. I 
merely objected to the borrowing of money, 
except for permanent improvements. We 
should have permanent works if borrowed 
money is spent. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: Roads 
are permanent improvements. There is often 
no other means of access to some parts of the 
country than by roads, and the for ~Jation of 
roads and bridges is one of thoKe things which 
it is of the highest importance to spend money 
upon and for which we may legitimately borrow. 
There are many districts where we cannot 
afford to make railways, but where we can afford 
to make roads, and no one knows that better 
than the honorable member for Havenswood. 
The honorable member has been good 
enough to compliment me, and to state 
that I might endeavor, at any rate, to ad-

minister the office I hold with satisfaction to 
the country. I hope I shaH do so. I cannot 
be expected to know all that is expected of 
me, and I really do not profess to be so con
versant with many matters of detail connected 
with the present Land Act as some other 
honorable members of this House. But my 
friends in the Ministry, and amongst the 
party with whom I serve, believed I could be 
of use in the department which I now pre
side over, and under that belief-although for 
myself I should really have preferred some 
other department of the Government-and 
rather in deference to my friends, I consented 
to accept that office, not from any belief I 
was in any way fitted for the administration 
of the department, because I had never 
applied myself to it. I did express myself 
on one or two occasions in a somewhat decided 
manner upon the land question, but I did not 
then understand that my opinions met with 
the approval of the majority of this House. 
The honorable gentleman also said that even 
if the Government of the present time 
brought in, or proposed, half-a-dozen rail
ways, he would not believe in them. That is 
an honest expressi'ln of opinion, but I do not 
see why he should say we are not prepared to 
bring in any railway measure. 

:Mr. MciLwRAITH: Because you told me 
so yourself. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : I 
never said anything of the kind. I said I 
could not expect any Government to which I 
belonged would propose to the House a crude 
system of railways without sufficient surveys. 
I never said anything more than that. I do 
not suppose the honorable gentleman himself 
would propose to ask the permission of the 
House to commence railways until he had 
sufficient surveys, and until he had deliberated 
fully upon the construction of those lines. 
I have never professed to assert that I should 
like to carry out railways anywhere and 
everywhere, without proper plans or without 
due precautions ; and I think a most dan
gerous thing for the Liberal party to commit 
themselves to would be the abstract affirma
tion that it was desirable to push railways 
into the country without having proper plans 
and sections, and full information respecting 
the lines they proposed to construct. We 
have surely sufficient lessons already before 
us of the injurious effects of premature action 
in these matters. It was upon this ground, 
when the matter was discussed last session on 
the item of the salary of the Chief Engineer, 
it was generally agreed that it was most 
desirable that an Engineer-in-Chief should be 
appointed. When the then :Minister for 
VV orks brought forward that vote, it was 
admitted by the House that our past trans
actions with our present Chief Engineer had 
not been satisfactory. I wish to say nothing 
derogatory to Mr. Stanley's engineering skill, 
but I say facts have transpired which do not 
lead me to infer that Mr. Stanley's opinion 
upon any railway policy th!ltt mi~ht }J~ I:J:rgught 
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forward, or upon any lines that might be 
proposed to the House, would be received with 
any great satisfaction. The honorable mem
ber for Maranoa himself, I understand, was 
pleased to express himself as dissatisfied with 
Mr. Stanley as an engineer. 

Mr. MciLWR.A.ITH: Never. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Well, 

that honorable gentleman, when Minister fo1• 
Works, took some very decided action in 
connection with Mr. Stanley, and I was led to 
understand, when the vote to which I referred 
to. ":as being discu~sed last year, that per
mJsswn would be g1ven for the appointment 
of a Chief Engineer, and that that permission 
would be acted upon. I am, therefore, 
surprised that the late Minister for Works, 
the honorable member for Ravenswood, did 
not act upon that decision of the House. It 
was looked upon as a most important matter, 
and yet, when we came into office, we found 
that nothing had been done. It is not possible 
all at once to appoint an Engineer-in-chief. 
A new Ministry coming into power have a 
great variety of things to look into, and some 
of them are new to office, and to the business 
of the country, and have many things to 
learn. I think, under these circumstances, 
it is scarcely fair that a certain discre
pancy in their policy should be brought 
home to them. They have a great deal 
to learn; they must necessarily lay them
selves out to find what is the actual position 
of the country, before they can propound 
a policy. A good deal has been made 
of the divergencies of opinion expressed by 
different members of the Government, on 
the occasion of meeting their constituencies, 
and this necessarily arose from the fact that 
we had never been brought together before 
as a Government. For myself I can say I 
had only rare occasions of consulting with 
my honorable friends at all. We had, upon 
some lines of policy, agreed, but upon details 
we did not profess to have arrived at any 
conclusion ; and such being the case, it was 
very natural that in our statements to our 
constituents, some differences of opinion should 
be expressed. For myself, in addressing my 
col!-s~ituents, I did not claim to express the 
opmwn of the Government. I stated dis
tinctly that until the Government met as 
a Government, re-elected by our con· 
stituencies, we were not in a position, consti
tutionally, to propound any policy at· all; and 
that until we met in. the House, as a duly 
constituted Ministry, we could not be expected 

'~"to pronounce definitely and decidedly upon 
our policy. We are now responsible for 
that policy as it appears in the Rills we have 
laid on the table of the House, and which 
have not yet come on for discusMion. 
I would now say a few words with regard to 
the honorable member for Ravenswood, and 
his position in connection with this pre
sent vote. I agree with the honorable gentle
man most thoroughly, in affirmin~ as he did, 
that the present time is a most critwal one; no 

doubt it is a very serious time, and one re. 
specting which the representatives of the 
people should do their best to meet the urgent 
claims of the country and of the public busi
ness. I hope tha hono-rable gentleman will 
understand, that I do not yield .to any 
member of this House in my anxious desire 
to give the best consideration that can be 
given to any measures which may be proposed 
either from this or the other side. But I do 
say, that at this present time, there is a 
higher duty than the supporting of a 
Government, or the placing of a new Minis
try in power. ' If another Government 
be placed in power, we must inevitably have 
some delay. For myself, if the House wills 
it, I have no objection to make a change, if 
it be for the good of the country ; but I do 
deprecate this change at a time when I am 
convinced that the affairs of the country 
demand the very serious attention of all who 

. wish for its welfare. 
An HoNORABLE MEMBER : Whose fault is 

it p 
The SECRETARY FOR LANDS : At all events, 

I am not aware that you can attribute it to 
me. I, at any rate, have taken my seat in 
the House for the first time as a Minister for 
many years; and am not responsible for any 
of the measures to which repeated references 
have been made during the debate. What 
I was saying was, that there never was a 
time when the public affairs of the colony 
demanded more serious and full attention ; 
and I regret that there has been a certain 
amount of frivolity imported into this debate, 
especially to-night, by honorable gentlemen 
professedly in opposition to the Government. 
I think if they could have discussed measures 
calmly, and reviewed the real position of the 
country, it would have become them better in 
their ea pacityas parliamentaryrepresentatives. 
The honorable member for Ravcnswood has 
told the House, that there are men walking 
about throughout the country, working not 
only for wages, hut for food to eat ; I believe 
it ; and in addition to the reasons alleged by 
the honorable gentleman, I will give another : 
I say that at the present time the interior 
districts of the country are being populated 
by Polynesians ; and that to a very great 
extent, this accounts for the discontent and 
want of employment existing amongst the 
Europeans of the inland districts. It may 
interest the House to know that the Gov
ernment have a measure, if they are permitted 
to introduce it, dealing with that most impor
tant question, for it is an important quesLion 
scarcely less vital than that of pu'olic works, 
The honorablemember for Ravenswood must 
be well aware that this is one of the reasons 
why there exists the discontent-the justi
fiable discontent, I might even say-of the 
European population in the interior. Have 
we heard a single word about this from him, 
or from any honorable members opposite? 

Mr. PALM"ER: No, it is not true, 
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The SECRETARY FOR LANDS : It ·is h'Ue, I 
regret to say, and if I have the opportunity 
I can prove it before long. I know from 
sources of information at my command that 
there is the utmost discontent with respect 
to these islanders, who are brought here 
under a system approaching to that of slavery, 
to displace European immigrants brought out 
from the old country or elswhere, and who, 
in consequence, often lack both employment 
and wages. The honorable member for 
:Ravenswood also stated that, in his opinion, 
this motion was justified by the fact that 
the Ministry were not to be trustetl. How 
does the honorable gentleman judge us P 
Has he had many mea11s of knowii.tg whether 
we are worthy of trust or not P He has had 
some knowledge of his late colleagues, at any 
rate, and they, I presume, are worthy of 
being trusted by him. I do not know whether 
he considers that I am not to be trusted, but 
it seems that, at any rate, my honorable 
friend, the member for Brisbane, is not. 

Mr. P ALMER: Certainly not. 
The SEcRETARY FOR LANDS: 'V ell, I do 

not blame honorable gentlemen opposite for 
not trusting us, and I am willing to give them 
all the credit of their disbelief; but I do 
think it strange of the honorable member for 
Ravenswood, who, until lately, was a member 
of what he always called the ·great Liberal 
party, to take up this position. I myself have 
never been a member of what was called the 
great Liberal party, but have all my life 
belonged to what I would term a sound 
constitutional Liberal party. I may be 
a member of what might be called a little 
Liberal party, but I do not confess to have 
been a member of that party to which 
the honorable member for :R.avenswood has 
frequently referred ; for he has laid down 
axioms with regard to its expressed policy 
to which I have not adhered. I think, there
fore, sir, that, under the circumstances, it 
was certainly somewhat premature in the 
honorable gentleman to announce that he was 
willing at once to give his adhesion to a vote 
of want of confidence brought in this form. 
He certainly might have given us some 
chance, if it had been only a week, or ton 
days, or a month; that, at least, might have 
been expected from au honorable gentleman 
who has to within such a brief period of time 
been a confidential member of the party which 
we represent. More than that, I must take 
leave, seriously, to blame my honorable friend 
for what he is pleased to consider the de
fective ability to be found on the Government 
benches. I have no hesitation in saying 
that the honorable gentleman was anxiously 
desired as a colleague by myself, and 
had .every opportunity of joining the Minis
try. There were three members of the 
present Ministry who were willing to have 
given way in any one oftheir departments to 
the hoMrable gentleman, if he could have 
joined the Government; when we were 
endeavoring under great difficulties, under 

difficulties which I admit, to establish a 
Government, surely an old and tried friend of 
the party might have attempted to do his 
best for that party. I cannot see, if I was 
content to serve under the honorable gentle
man at the head of the Government, why 
the honorable member for :Ravenswood could 
not also be content. If the honorable the 
.Attorney-General was content, why not the 
honorable member for Ravenswood? The 
nomination of Prime Minister, I may say, 
was not in our hands, as the circumstances 
arose, and we did not raise the question of 
the right of His Excellency to nominate the 
·Premier, and on my part I clearly felt 
it was my duty to do what I could to 
further the objects my colleagues had in 
view. But the honorable member for 
Ravenswood apparently did not see his way 
to assist us when we were in serious diffi
culties. The houorable member did not see 
his way, I believe, to do so; because, although 
I was authorised by my honorable friend at 
the head of the Government, to place at the 
disposal of the honorable member for :Ravens
wood, either the Department of Lands, or 
Works, or the Colonial Secretaryship, none 
of these would suit the honorable gentleman, 
unless he could become Prime Minister, and 
that it was not in our power to offer. The 
honorable member has referred to this 
Government and its present constitution; I 
think I understood him to say it was a family 
arrangement, and I could hardly believe my 
ears when the remark was made. I am not 
aware that I am related in any way to a single 
member of the present Ministry, or that the 
members of the present Ministry are related 
to one another. It is true, we have been 
stigmatised as a Brisbane Ministry ; and 
here I iake exception to the doctrine 
laid down by the member for Port Curtis, 
for however desirable it may be for 
Ministers to represent different parts of · 
the colony, I do not think it is absolutely 
essential. The main thing is to secure good 
men competent to discharge the duties of 
their offices and departments. If , this is 
secured, no serious objection can be taken 
simply because they are to be found in the 
North or the South, provided they are pre
pared to do justice to both North and South 
alike. 

Mr. P ALMER : But you are not competent. 
The SEcRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Well, 

sir, I do not ask the honorable gentleman to 
believe that we are competent; nor do I 
question their right at any time to brin~~t 
forward a motion of this kind, provided there 
be grounds for the proceeding. But I do not 
believe the honorable member for Ravens
wood is justified in the cour~e he is taking. 
He is fastening upon us his quarrels with 
or grievances against the late Treasurer, Mr. 
Hemmant. I do not intend, at the present 
time, to enter into the question whether Mr. 
Hemmant or the honorablememberfor Ravens
wood" as justified in the position they took in 
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the late Ministry; but certainly Mr.Hemmant 
is no longel' a member of the Government, 
and a new Ministry having been constituted 
free from the engagements and responsibili
ties of their predecessors, yet abiding, as I 
hope, by the traditions of a sound constitu
tional Ministry, I think we were entitled to 
the support of the honorable gentleman ; and 
the last thing I should have expected from 
him is the direct opposition he is now accord
ing to us. I do not know what hopes the 
honorable gentleman opposite may have of 
his new team, but I daresay he is quite eom
petent to govern them. He is an old hand 
at the whip, and he has frequently told us 
that he is capable of keeping his team in 
order; and it is quite possible he may get 
together a very fair one. In the honorable 
member for Maranoa he will have a very 
effective stayer-a good wheeler. In the 
honorable member for Ravenswood he will 
have a rather fiery leader I suspect, and if 
he sits behind these gentlemen I expect he 
will make them perfectly acquainted with his 
capacity for handling the ribbons. For my
self, I have never expressed or felt a wish to 
be subject to this sort of disciiJline, but there 
is no accounting for tastes. On a late 
occasion, we were told that the Prime 
Minister has a right to gazette out any of his 
colleagues that he chooses ; it is an extreme 
right to enforce, and it was exercised once 

- in the Ministry with which I was connected. 
The honorable gentleman has quoted this 
as an occasion which might favorably be 
followed, but I do not think he himself would 
ever adopt such an extreme measure ; all that 
is necessary between honorable men, bound 
by an honorable compact, is, that they act 
together, and if any subordinate is found 
unable to act with his leader, that intimation 
should be given in a friendly and decent 
manner. I should not have referred to this, 
but it was mentioned the other day with 
respect to the possible formation of a new 
Ministry. On my part I would never consent to 
form any Ministry where any such action as 
that suggested could be possible. I wish now 
to refer to the remarks made by ~he hon
orable member for Bremer, and the honor
able member for Port Curtis, in reference 
to the appointment of Mr. Macalister as 
Agent-General, and as I know something of 
the facts I hope I may be permitted to 
trPspass upon the time of the House a few 
minutes longer. The appointment has been 
characterised as a job. The honorable gentle
man opposite so characterised it, and what
ever opinion may be held as to the express 
terms made use of in connection with the 

. question, I am quite willing to give him the 
benefit of his opinion. Perhaps he will now 
permit me to tell him, and the House, the 
circumstances, so far as I know them. The 
appointment had been looked forward to for 
some time; it was generally discussed through
out the press, and, if I know anything of 
public opinion throughout the colony, it has 

not been objected to. It is, no doubt, a fine 
topic to handle forJthe purpose of party recrim
ination, but the appointment has, I believe, 
met with the general approval of the entire 
country. Now, as to the facts. The horror
able gentleman, Mr. Macalister, returned 
from England somewhat benefited in his 
health. The appointment of Sir Charles 
Cowper was referred to as a parallel case, 
but he was an older man than Mr. Macalistcr 
now rs. 

Mr. P ALMER: And a much bet~er. 
The SECRETARY FOR LANDS : Perhaps so. 

Mr. Macalister is an old friend of mine. I was 
not always an admirer of his politics, because 
they were unstable, but I have enjoyed his 
personal friendship, and that fairly entitled 
him to my courteous consideration. The 
honorable gentleman, it must be remembered, 
resigned unconditionally, and so far as my 
connection with the present Ministry is con
cerned, I have no reason to suppose any 
compact was made with Mr. Macalister, that 
he should be appointed Agent-General. All 
I know entitles me to come to the conclusion 
that there was no sueh compact. Let me 
briefly relate what occurred. Previous to my 
going to my constituents at Maryborough, I 
was anxious to know the exact position of 
affairs with regard to Mr. Macalister. Various 
reports had appeared in the newspapers. The 
present Premier had not been in communica
tion with Mr. Macalister for some days, and 
I was anxious to know what was to be decided, 
because it BePmed to me a matter of some 
importance that the appointment should be 
filled in as soon as possible, since the place had 
already been vacant some months. Accord
ingly, having understood that nothing had up 
to ~hat time-several days after the formation 
of the Ministry-been done, I was desirous of 
knowing what was likely to take place. With 
that my honorable friend the Premier and I 
visited Mr. Macalister to satisfy ourselves as 
to the credibility of certain rumours which 
were then afloat, various accounts having 
appeared in the newspapers throwing doubt 
upon Mr. Macalister's willingness to accept 
the position should it be offered to him. We 
were not certain what he would do, and as I 
have said, mv honorable friend and I went to 
see Mr. Macalister himself, on the day of my 
departure for Maryborough. The question 
which was then put to Mr. M acalister was 
distinct and plain, namely, whether he would 
accept the Agent-Generalship. He said he 
would do so, and he was told by my honorable 
friend and myself that we were not then in a 
position to make the appointment, but that 
the appointment, when he was willing to 
accept it, would be made if our acceptance of 
office was endorsed by our constituents. I held 
myself, so far as I was concerned, that I was not 
entitled to take any share in the appointment 
of so responsible an officer until I was placed 
in a constitutional position thatwouldauthorise 
me to do so. The appointment accordingly, 
though agreed upon on the occasion I have 
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referred to, which was the first on which any 
understanding was come to with Mr. Mac
alister, was carried into effect after the whole 
of the Ministry had been selected. We did 
not act until we were constitutionally entitled 
to: do so, and then we appointed Mr.Macalister. 
For myself, looking around amongst the men 
who might possibly have been a ppointedAgent
General, I confess there was no one who 
seemed so well as he to comply with all the 
necessary conditions. :Th-Ir. .f ordan's name 
had been mentioned as a previous Agent
General, and a useful lecturer in England; 
but there was no one who, under all the 
circumstances of the case, it was better to 
appoint than Mr. Macalister; and this being 
so, I not only agreed, but cordially agreed to 
the decision of the Premier and the rest of 
my colleagues. Certainly, this can be said of 
Mr. Macalister, and as a justification of his 
appointment, that, having gone to England, 
he successfully got at the bottom of what 
had been, and is now admitted to have been, 
a most successful conspiracy to rob our 
Government of the funds at their disposal. 
This, at any rate, he had done, and possessed 
as he was of the qualifi~ations of long office, 
familiarity with the politics, business, and 
public affairs of the colony, there was no 
man who seemed so well to combine the 
necessary qualifications for the office. I will 
add, that in subsequent conversation with 
the honorable gentleman it was arranged, 
though not by any special stipulation on his 
part, but from a sense of justice on ours, 
that as soon as possible a Bill should be 
brought into the House to define the position 
of the Agent-General; and as the Government 
will be prel?ared to bring in that Bill on an 
early occaswn if they are afl:'orded'an oppor
tunity of doing so, honorable gentlemen on 
both sides of the House will then have an 
opportunity of expressing their opinion as to 
the exact position which the Agent-General 
should occupy. This clearly ought to be 
defined by Act of Parliament, and the horror
able gentleman at the head of the Government 
and myself volunteered to bring the matter 
before Parliament, and ask that an adequate 
remuneration should be fixed. That is the 
account I have to give as to Mr. Macalister's 
appointment, and I ask whether it is in any 
way consistent with the opinion started on 
the other side of the House, that it was a 
political job deliberately perpetrated with 
foreknowledge of what was to happen: it was 
done when the Government were at liberty 
to appoint whomsoever they liked, and if 
the Government had not considered Mr. 
Macalister a fit and proper person, he would 
not have been appointed. Some remarks 
have also been made as to the appoint
ment of Mr. Mein as Postmaster-General. 
Naturally such appointments always give 
some kind of dissatisfaction. The honorable 
gentleman at the head of the Government 
was, himself, in the same position I believe, 
when he was appointed. Mr. Mein's appoint~ 

ment was not decided upon until within t1o 
very few days of his taking his seat in the 
House. I do not understand why the hon
orable member for Bremer need have taken 
such strong objections to Mr. Mein. My 
first acquaintance with Mr. Mein was con
nected with politics, and I may here say that 
although not occupying any prominent posi
tion in politics, Mr. Mein e~:ljoys the .r~~pect 
and confidenceofmanyexpenenced pohtrmans. 
The first time I met him was during an active 
canvass, when I contested the seat for Brisbane 
with the honorable the Colonial Secretary, 
and, I believe, Mr. Mein's active influence 
on that occasion did much towards settling 
the election. I am glad to say I have had 
the opportunity, since then, of becoming more 
acquainted with Mr. Mein. I can speak 
from my own knowledge of the useful work 
he has done in the cause of education, having, 
w bile a leading solicitor in the town, filled 
with great success the office of acting head
master of the Grammar School on behalf of the 
trustees. I merely mention the facts to show 
that Mr. Mein is not the insignificant person
age he has been represented to be ; I believe 
he is by his professional skill and honorable 
character entitled to a seat in the Upper House, 
and, if so, to a seat in the Cabinet, and I can 
tell the House that he enjoys the complete 
confidence of his colleagues. Deprecatory 
remarks have been made as to his business 
connection with Mr. Macalister, but surely 
this has nothing whatever to do with his 
capacities for the office he has been called 
upon to fill He has occupied a high posi
tion in society here ; he has attained to 
an influential position as a solicitor;, and 
is trusted by many clients ; he is also in the 
confidence of ourselves as a friend aud poli
tician ; as such we feel entitled to appiont 
him our representative in the Upper House, 
and I believe Mr. Mein will do no dishonor 
to the choice. I will now pass on to say a 
few words of my honorable friend the mem
ber for Wide Bay. I felt with him in the 
remarks he addressed to the House to-night, 
that there were circumstances connected with 
his district and mine which naturally cause 
him to be very anxious about the political 
future. I have no doubt he would much 
rather not enter into these jarring combina
tions if he felt that the real business of the 
country could be proceeded with satisfactorily. 
I do not know that the honorable gentleman 
was justified exactly in bringing against us an 
accusation in connection with the Civil 
Service. I do not know exactly what he 
referred to. He asked for retrenchment, 
and if he wishes for that, he should give 
us an opportunity of showing whether we 
wish to retrench or not. If he is anxious 
for reform, · he is certainly not anxious 
to give us an opportunity of carrying out 
any reform, for he does not grve us a 
chance of doing so. The honorable member 
referred in his speech the other day to some 
sweet lullaby, to some "sweet by· and-bye" 
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that some brass band is in the habit of playing 
in his district. I did not understand the 
honorable member, for, so far as I am con
cerned, I do not know of any sweet by-and
bye connected with my district ; but I can 
tell the honorable gentleman that I have left 
no stone unturned for the benefit of my dis
trict, and I wish I could say the same of him, 
for, had he stood by me as he should have 
done, my district would not bo in its present 
position. I can only say, that if the honorable 
member for Ravenswood had insisted that 
the principle on which the W estorn Railway 
is being constructed should be applied to 
Wide llay, he would not only have materially 
assisted me, but would have been able to 
dictate terms to the late Government, his 
colleagues. But the honorable member did 
not choose to leave the Government then, 
when he could have dictated terms, but was 
content to remain longer, and then to resign 
at almost the commencement of a session. I 
say, with regard to my district, that neither 
the honorable member for Wide Bay, nor the 
honorable member for Ravcnswood, did their 
duty on the occasion to which I refer. The 
honorable member for Wide Bay was not 
in the House at all when I advocated 
the railway for my district, and I was 
indebted to my friend, the honorable member 
for Dalby, for support. I ask, then, what 
right has the honorable member for Wide 
Bay to tell me that I am committed to a 
policy of "sweet by-and-bye." I tell that 
honorable member that he will soon be com
mitted, if he perseveres in his policy, to a 
good-bye to this House for ever. I will also 
go so far as to say of the honorable member 
for Ravenswood, that enjoying, as I know he 
does, the confidence of so many of my consti
tuents, I am not afraid to contest results with 
him there. I believe that they have as much 
faith in my determination to carry out a policy 
in accordance with the circumstances of the 
country-that they know I will not do any 
thing rashly, but that I will follow out a 
policy I believe to be suited to the position of 
the country, and that I deal with matters eau· 
tiously if they are to be effectively dealt with. 
I value the friendship of the honorable mem
ber for Ravenswood, but I know he is some
times a little less discreet than he should be. 
I value the energy of the honorable gentle
man's character, but I cannot forget that that 
energy leads him to rashness sometimes, and 
I therefore l'efusc to be guided altogether by 
him; and I think that the Liberal party 
might well look to a wiser, a firmer, and a 
more discreet head than is possessed by the 
honorable member for Ravenswood. 

Mr. IvoRY said he must commence the 
few remarks he had to make by congra
tulating the House upon the speech of the 
honorable gentleman who had just sat down ; 
and the contrast it bore to the speech of 
the Premier must, he thought, be patent 
to every one in the House. If the honorable 
gentleman who had just aat down had been 

the leader of the party opposite, possibly the 
vote they were now called upon to discuss 
might not have been placed before them. 
But when he said that. he might also add that 
if there was one argument more than another 
which would guide him in his action, it was 
the speech he had just heard, for the honor· 
able member who made it had disclosed to the 
Hou~e what they had wanted to know, which 
was, that there wa!:l not unanimity in the 
Ministry-that, in short, the honorable mem
ber had himself sat down under a man in 
whom he had no confidence ; and that, if the 
honorable member for Ravenswood had sacri
ficed his feelings and had consented to sit 
down under a Bombastcs Furioso like the 
present Premier, their position now might 
not have been so degrading. There were 
some remarks of the last honorable member 
who had spoken which he could not allow to 
pass without comment. He could say, with 
regard to the other speeches from the Minis
terial side of the Houfle, that with one or two 
exceptions, they were beneath contempt. The 
last speaker hacl stated most emphatically 
that the interior of the colony was being popu
lated by Polynesians. Now, he would ask, 
through whose fault was that? Was it not 
through the action of the Liberal Governments 
they had hail of late years P Was it not be
cause no efforts had been made to get 
the European immigrants into the interior P 
They were allowed to remain on the coast, and 
every effort was made to retain them in the 
towns ; they were never induced by legislation, 
or by facilities offered to them, to go into the 
interior to be of the use they would be there. 
Such being the case, and the labor of the 
Polynesian being so much more cheaply got 
on the coast than that of the European immi
grant, there was no doubt that the l'olynesians 
were pressing into the interior. He might 
say, speaking for himself, although only a 
hundred and fifty miles removed from the 
port where the electors were that the horror
able member represented, that for the last 
two years he had scarcely seen a man walking 
along the roads asking for employment. The 
honorable member said, also, that he regretted 
that such an amount of frivoliby had been 
introduced into the debate ; but who in the 
name of fortune started it, or how could it be 
otherwise when an honorable member like the 
Premier was sitting on the Treasury benches ? 
There would be frivolity imported into the 
debates at every sitting, so long as that horror
able gentleman did not sit down under the 
tutelage of his nurse, and hold his tongue. 
The honorable member also said that the 
present Government had still to learn the 
position of the country before they could 
finally frame their policy. Now, that was a 
pretty position for a G@vernment to be in. 
SureJy the honorable Premier, who had been 
a Minister for some years, should know it ; 
surely the honorable Attorney-General, who 
had been a member of the Government since 
its commencement, nearly, should know it, and 
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the Colonial Treasurer should know it, as that 
honorable gentleman was an old colonist. 
They must all have been neglecting their 
duties to a very great extent if they had not 
by the present time ascertained what was 
necessary for the colony. The House had 
heard from the honorable member for Stanley 
a very good comment upon the position of 
matters at the present moment. They could 
well understand, after hearing that speech, 
why they should have been told by the 
honorable Attorney-General that dummyism 
was past and gone, and that it was now a 
question of no moment. That was easily 
understood now, inasmuch as it had been dis
closed that evening, through the speech of 
the honorable member fCJr Stanley-who had 
for long been a friend of the Premier-that 
the honorable Premier himself was the great
est dummier in the colony--

The PREMIER: Mr. Speaker, I must rise 
to a point of order. The honorable member. 
is imputing acts to me which he has no right 
to do; he is accusing me of dummying; I 
deny it, sir. 

Mr. IvoRY said he was merely repeating 
what had been stated over and over again in 
that House, that the honorable gentleman 
was one of the greatest dummiers in the 
colony. He would repeat, that it was his 
own impression that it was so. But had not 
other honorable members had been called the 
same-had he not himself been termed the 
champion of dummiers, and he did not hold a 
single fraction of land in the colony. He had, 
moreover, stood up in that House, and said 
that if there were any dummiers it was the 
duty uf-the honorable the Attorney-General 
to proceed against them with all the power 
the law gave him, but the honorable gentle
man said that it was no use his doing so, as he 
could not convict them. He did not say that 
if he was Attorney-General he could convict 
the honorable Premier of dummying, but he 
would launch the charge against the horror
able gentleman again, and say that he was, 
in his opinion, the prince of dummiers. 

The SPEAKER : I understood the honorable 
member to deny the charge. 

Mr. IvoRY said he did not state that the 
honorable gentleman was a dummier or the 
prince of dummiers, but he stated that that 
was his opinion; his opinion might be wrong, 
but it remained the same in whatever way it 
might be expressed. He could scarcely pass 
over the explanation which had been made by 
that honorable gentleman that evening and 
on a former occasion; but he noticed that the 
policy of the Government had grown from 
a grain of mustard seed into a large tree 
during the present debate, so rapidly had it 
increased. The honorable gentleman should 
have enunciated in the first instance a 
full and comprehensive policy; for, had he 
done so, there was a probability that the 
motion of the honorable member for Ma
ranoa might never have been placed on the 
table. :No sooner, however, had that motion 

s 

been tabled than the honorable nurse of the 
Premier got up and said that his bantling 
had not expressed himself perfectly, but that 
he would show a full policy, and one that had 
not been told to the House before. Were they 
to submit to that-to the honorable gentleman 
telling them such a tale as that, after a vote 
of want of confidence had been moved. He 
considered that the position of the Govern
was most degrading in the eyes of the country, 
He was certain that from one end of the 
land to the other it would be scouted as a 
farce. There was no doubt that, as long as 
the honorable Premier remained in his present 
seat, he would furnish the House with no end 
of amusement. There was one thing which 
had amused him greatly-it was the compli· 
ment the honorable gentleman had ·paid to 
the honorable member for Ravenswood, being 
a very good speaker. He certainly would 
not compliment the honorable gentleman 
himself upon being that; and he thought if 
the honorable gentleman had remained where 
he was, in the calm precincts of the Legis· 
lative Council, it would have been much better 
for him and for his reputation. He would 
pass over any remarks of that honorable 
member, as they were really beneatll con· 
tempt, and would refer to some which had 
been made by the honorableAttorney-General. 
He had been verymuchamused with one ofthe 
statements made by him, that the Government 
were not bound by their individual statements 
made at their elections. Now, he would have 
thought that at those times they would have 
taken care not to have made any statements 
that they would have to swallow afterwards. 
He must say that he did not see what the coun· 
try was to be guided by further than those state• 
ments, and by the exposition of their policy 
given by the honorable the Premier previous 
to the vote of want of confidence motion being 
tabled. It was not the fault of the House if 
the honorable gentleman could not express 
himself in a lucid way ; knowing he could 
not do so, whv had he not got his Attorney· 
General to come forward in the first place 
and say what the policy of the Government 
was. One of the very strongest argumeni:s 
against the present Ministers was, the very 
different way in which they each looked at 
matters during their elections ; not only that, 
but the way in which all of them spoke of 
their head. He must say that he thought it 
spoke very little of them to cast stones at the 
man who had put them into the positions 
they then occupied. The honorable Attorney
General said that there was not a man on his 
(:M:r. Ivory's) side of the House with the 
exception of the honorable member for 
Maranoa who was infavor of a railway policy, 
but he might tell the honorable gentleman that 
he for one should support a system of rail
ways, insomuch as it had been proved that 
railways could now be made at far less cost 
than had hitherto been the case, and so long as 
they could see their way clear to have railways, 
he should advocate the extension of them at 
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a moderate cost. He believed that hitherto 
a great deal of money had been frittered away 
in the useless ornamentation of railways, 
which was not wanted in this colony. The 
honorable member had further accused the 
honorable member for Marauoa of being 
opposed to the construction of railways out of 
the proceeds of the land ; but that was far 
from being the case, as the honorable member 
had consented to that system, only providing 
that they must borrow money in the first 
instance. In other words, he understood his 
honorable friend to say, that by not selling 
the land until the railway was made the value 
of the land would be very much enhanced, 
and would go farther to meet the cost of 
construction ; and he must say that he agreed 
with him. He would confess that last year 
he was very much taken with the idea of 
constructing railways from the land, and he 
stood up for the principle to some extent, but 
he must say that he considered the proposition 
of the honorable member for J\1:aranoa was 
better than the crude plan of last year. 
He had also expressed an opinion that the 
lands in certain districts should be made to pay 
for the cost of constructing railways in those 
districts, and during the previous debate on 
the want of confidence motion, he stated 
very plainly that he should oppose all re
sumptions in the Burnett district, were they 
not devoted to the construction of railways 
there, with the exception of land in the 
neighbourhood of centres of population, so 
that people in those centres should have the 
same privilege of selection as those living 
near the coast. He did not see why settle
ment should be confined to a margin along 
the coast, as ·there -were other centres of 
population, such as Roma, N anango, and 
others which were rapidly springing up into 
large towns, and surely the people there were 
entitled to have a certain district around 
them in which they could select land at as 
cheap a rate as in the coast regions. In fact, 
in all parts of the colony, he held, the centres 
of population had as much right to have land
a certain amount ofland open for settlement
as the people along the coast had. He con
sidered that the honorable the Attorney
General had been guilty of most gross disin
genuousness in some remarks he had made. 
The honorable member had a certain special 
pleading way with him which he had learnt in 
the courts of law, and quibbled and twisted 
what people said into what they did not 
say; thus he had tried to paint him (Mr. 
Ivory) as black as he could, and had in fact 
branded him as the champion of the dummiers. 
He had told the honorable gentleman 
that he believed he delighted in dummyism, 
as if he had only acted as he had wished him 
to do there would have been no talk of dum
mying; but the honorable gentleman was now 
trying to hush iG up for the simple reason 
that the Premier did not wish him to 
say· anything more about it. 'l'he honorable 
member had stated, also, that honorable m em-

bers on his (Mr. Ivory's) side of the House 
had voted against the resumptions last year, 
but if the honorable member had been 
straightforward and honest he would have 
read the debate on that occasion, and what 
had been said by honorable members on the 
Opposition benches in reference to the rc
sumptions. He would have known what the 
honorable member for Port Ourtis said-that 
he did not object to resumptions, bH.t to the 
manner in which it was proposed to make them. 
Another strong point, or red rag which had 
been tried to be flaunted in the eyes of the 
Government benches, was the cry about the 
Opposition being so very anxious to have the 
manipulation of the ten years' leases. Now, 
he stated long ago-almost on his first entry 
into that House-when the first resumption 
resolutions were brought forward, that he 
-would much sooner have faith strictly kept 
with the present lessees during their tenure, 
and that at the expiration of the leases the 
lands should revert absolutely to the Crown, 
and that all right, title, and interest of the 
lessees should then lapse, and he still held to 
that. He said the lessees had no claim what
ever when the leases expired, and that the 
land would then be open to be dealt with in 
any way that House might consider proper ; 
and, as far as his private opinion went, if the 
Ministry could be credited for the slightest 
spark of honesty-which, of course, individu
ally they might possess, but which collectively 
he gave them no credit for-he should say that 
possibly a good plan of dealing with them 
would be to put them up to auction, the sa);ne 
as forfeited leases of runs. He should now read 
an extract from the speech he made with 
regard to the resumptions last year. He 
said:-

" The last gentleman who addressed the House, 
hacl callecl the opposition-as was pleased to call 
it-that had taken place to these resolutions, 
a factious opposition ; but as far as he (Mr. Ivory) 
had been able to see, there had been no opposition 
to it. EYerv one had, more or or less, admittecl 
that the re:i'umptions were necessary; but there 
was one opposing remark with regard to them 
which haclnot been ans"·ered, and that was, that 
the question should not be dealt with until such 
times as certain returns hacl been !aiel on the 
table of tHe House." 

Those were some returns he had called for to 
throw some light upon the inequality of those 
rc~umptions-large areas being proposed to 
be tall en from some runs, none at all from 
others, and small areas from more. He could 
not sec any reason for this, and he therefore 
moved for those returns ; and until they were 
laid upon the table, that side of the House 
refused to grant the l'esumptions. But they 
never refused for one moment to grant re
sumptions-large 1'es~m1ptions-if they were 
pro1)er and were reqmred. On the contrary, 
they were willing to grant them ; but they 
refused, as he went on to say on that occa
sion, to take the ipse dia:it of the Minister 
for Lands that those were the best lands that 
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could be got. He thought that sufficiently 
did away with the cry that the Opposition 
refused the resumptions ; and another proof 
of that was, that no sooner did those resump
tions go to the other House, which was called 
by the occupants of the Treasury benches 
the head quarters of the squatting party, 
than they were passed. With regard to 
immigration, he might say he had always 
held the same views, ultra views, on that 
question. He believed in continuing immi
gration steadily, and without ceasing, and 
that it was necessary that some opening 
should be provided for the immigrants. He 
had always considered population the wealth 
of the colony, and he should always, he hoped, 
be found a firm advocate for a steady flow of 
immigration. He would simply conclude 
these few remarks by stating that it seemed 
to him, that through some action on the part 
of a gentleman whom it was not customary 
to mention in that House, a certain party had 
been put upon a pedestal, to be worshipped 
by the Liberal party. The position of that 
gentleman reminded him very much of tl1e 
golden calf that was set up by Aaron in the 
wilderness to be worshipped by the Israelites, 
and he was very much afraid that that gentle
man would share the same fate as that golden 
calf came to-that he would be pulled down and 
ground to powder; but he (Mr. Ivory) hoped 
he should not be compelled to drink any 
portion of it. He begged to mo1e the 
adjournment of the debate. 

Mr. KING said he rose for the purpose of 
answering the rather personal attack of the 
honorable member for l\Iaryborough, who 
had taken exception to his action with 
regard to the vote of want of confidence in 
the present Ministry. That honorable gentle
man asked what right he had for saying 
he did not believe the Ministry were pre· 
pared to carry out the works policy they 
had enunciated; and his (Mr. King's) 
answer was this : It was considerably less 
than three months ago that he proposed 
to the Government, of which he was then a 
member, a policy of public works somewhat 
similar, as he understood, to that which the 
present Ministry now proposed. Two mem
bers of the present Ministry were· then 
members of the Cabinet with him, aml he bad 
to resign his position in that Ministry because 
he would not abandon his policy. He did the 
honorable the Premier the justice to say that 
at first he supported him in that policy, but 
directly the late Colonial Treasurer opposed 
it, that honorable gentleman also agreed to 
differ from it. The honorable the Colonial 
Treasurer,. in addressing his constituents, 
stated that during the present session it was 
not the intention of the Government to pro
ceed with further railway extension. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER : "Why P 
Mr. KING said the honorable member 

could give his own reasons if he pleased, but 
he stated that fact plainly. The present 
Colonial Secretary also said in his speech 

that above all other things he praised the late 
Ministry for omitting the Maryborough and 
Gympie Railway from their scheme of public 
works. Now, considering that four of those 
members must, within three months, and 
most of them within two or three weeks, 
have changed their opinions on the question 
of public works, he had good reason to doubt 
them. For instance, if the honorable the 
Attorney-General, and the honorable the 
Premier, who were members of the former 
Cabinet, that was pledged to the construction 
of the Maryborough and Gympie Railway, 
threw him over when he attempted to carry, 
it into effect, there was no reason why they 
should not throw the honorable member for 
Maryborough over also. And when he con
sidered the attitude oftwo other members of 
the Cabinet to whom he had referred as being 
hostile to the construction of this railway, he 
was justified in feeling very doubtful whether 
the present Ministry would construct that rail
way if they remained in power for another 
three years. The honorable member went 
further, and alluded to circumstances which 
occurred shortly before the formation of the 
present Ministry, and, although he (Mr. 
King) did not wish to complain that he had 
stated anything that occurred between him
self and that honorable member or any mem
ber of the Ministry, still, he thought it would 
have been better to have asked permission 
to allude to it. The honorable member 
had, however, made a great mistake, which 
no doubt he would correct after he (Mr. 
King) had spoken. He thought any com
munication between gentlemen as to the 
construction of a Ministry, should be held as 
confidential-at any rate, until it came to the 
knowledge of one party, that reference had 
been made to it in public by the other -and 
the first int:mation of what passed between 
the honorable member for Maryborough and 
himself, came from the Ministry themselves. 
The statement the honorable member made 
just now, that he (Mr. King) declined 
to join the Ministry, because he could 
nob be Prime Minister was incorrect, and 
he expected the honorable member would 
presently get up and retract that statement. 
Since the honorable member had set the 
example of stating what took place, he 
considered he was perfectly justified in going 
fully into the matter. In the first communica
tion opened to him by the honorable member 
for Maryborough, that honorable member 
told him distinctly it was a stipulation-he 
could not say whether a stipulation made by 
himself or the whole of the Ministry-that 
the Premier should remain in the Legislative 
Council, and he (Mr. King) understood at 
that . time that the Attorney-General was 
to be leader in the Assembly ... It would be 
in the recollection of honorable members, for 
the time had not long gone by, that when he 
left the late Ministry, there was a disposition 
on the part of the members of that Ministry 
and their most obedient supporters to make 
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him the scapegoat for all the sins charged 
against them. He was attacked most 
unfairly by his late colleagues ; but the fact, 
as stated by the honorable member for 
Maranoa, that be had the choice of three 
portfolios in the present Ministry, was 
sufficient to show they could not 1ave had 
such a bad opinion of him after all, although 
it had been said he was the worst Minister 
for Works in t.he colony. Of course, it was 
open to any man to put his own valuation on 
his own services ; but he did not pretend 
to set a high value on his services, and he 
certainly should never quarrel with any 
number of gentlemen with whom he was 
about to become associated as to the precise 
position he should hold. But he felt that he 
should lose his self-respect, and the respect of 
the party to w hi eh he belonged, if, after 
being treated in the manner be had been, he 
should consent to go back to the Ministry in 
any capacity they might choose to offer him. 
The conditions he made with the honorable 
member for Maryborough were, that if he 
joined the Ministry, they should accept his 
policy of public works, and that he should be 
leader in the Assembly. The honorable 
member would no doubt do him the justice 
to say, that when he made those conditions 
he had no expectation that they would be 
accepted ; because he (Mr. King) told him 
he could not expect gentlemen who had 
so short a <time before rejected his policy 
to swallow it then. He did not think 
it likely the Attorney-General 1\'ould con
sent to his leading in the Assembly ; 
but he did feel, that having worked so long 
with the Liberal party in that House, he 
could not refuse to assist them if they graded 
what he thought was a very reasonable de
mand. He thought, taking into consideration 
the way in which he was treated by some 
members of that party after his retirement 
from the late Ministry, which was known to 
the majority of honorable members, he was 
entitled to make some conditions which would 
imply on their part that they recognised that 
he had not been in fault, and that he did not 
go back simply as a hanger-on of the Minis
try. He hoped the honorable member for 
Maryborough would, when he (Mr. King) 
had finished speaking, get up and acknowledge 
that his statement was not correct. He 
(Mr. King) did not believe the honorable 
gentleman made that incorrect statement 
knowingly or intentionally, but that he had 
happened to use a wrong expression when he 
said he (Mr. King) stipulated that he should 
be Prime Minister instead of leader in the 
Assembly. That honorable member had 
spoken of him as having left the Liberal party. 
Now, he did not know what liberalism meant. 
It was a mere personal term which any gentle. 
man could claim, and he should not like to 
decide who :was liberal or not liberal. :But 
he had served with what was known as the 
Liberal party in this colony before any mem
ber of the present Ministry was in the House, 

-at any rate, when the honorable member 
for Maryborough was out of the House and 
no other member of the Ministry was in it, 
except the honorable the Premier, who was 
then on the other side-and he had adhered 
consistently to that party ever since. And 
now he saw his policy of public works, which 
the Government rejected only a few months 
ago, brought forward, or professed to be 
brought forward, by them as a Liberal policy, 
and yet he was told he was not a liberal, be· 
cause he did not approve of the five gentle
men who were supposed to be the leaders of 
the Liberal party. He considered he had 
reason to complain of being quite as badly 
treated by the Jlresent Ministry as by the 
last Ministry, who tried to obtain a clean 
sheet for themselves by throwing all the 
blame attributed to them on to him, and 
the present Ministry were doing worse; 
they had taken possession of his pub
lic works policy, and he thought he 
might also claim credit for introducing the 
scheme of railway reserves in Queensland, 
which they had also appropriated. That, cer
tainly, was not an original idea of his-that 
land should pay for railway construction. 
It had been acted upon long ago, but he was 
the first person who spoke of it in Queens
land, and introduced a measure to the House 
for the construction of railways on that 
principle. He did think it rathl'r hard, as he 
said before, that the last Ministry should 
endeavor to fasten their sins on him, and 
that the present Ministry should appropriate 
his policy and his measures, and then say he 
was uot entitled to call himself a liberal 
because he would not support them. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : I 
consider it is necessary to say a few words 
in explanation, with reference to what the 
honorable member for Ravenswood has just 
stated. I think he has somewhat con
fused ideas of the Macalister Ministry 
and the present Ministry, and I differ 
from him as to the connection between the 
two. I look upon the present Ministry
though I hope a Liberal one-as disconnected 
entirely from the pa&t Ministry. I disclaim 
any responsibility whatever, and I think my 
colleagues may be justified-though some of 
them were members of the past Ministry-in 
disclaiming any responsibility connected with 
that Ministry. This is a new Ministry, formed 
subsequent to the resignation of the Macalister 
Ministry, and it is not responsible for their 
acts in any respect. Except in so far that they 
both profess, the one to have been, and the 
other to be, a Liberal Ministry, their con
stitution is distinctly difierentl. I think my 
honorable friend, the member for Ravenswood, 
no doubt retaining a feeling, and, possibly, 
justly so, of not having been fairly dealt with 
by his previous colleagues-and notably by 
Mr. Hemmant-has connected that old 
feeling with the existing Ministry, and 
may have looked with some distaste upon 
joining them in any capacity whatever. 
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I do not blame him for that, but, I 
contend, this Ministry is distinct altogether 
from the previous Ministry. In regard to 
the particular reference made to the offer 
which I was authorised to make on the part 
of my honorable friend at the head of the 
Government to the honorable member for 
Ravenswood, I believe I have somewhat in
correctly stated what actually did occur, and 
that the honorable member's version is more 
correct than mine. I used the words " Prime 
Minister," and probably it should have been 
"leader of the Lower House." At that time 
it certainly was not stated, and I did not un
derstand myself whether the honorable the 
Premier was to retain his seat in the Upper 
House, or to come into the Assembly. I 
was not aware in what capacity he would 
finally elect to accept office ; and I readily 
acknowledge to the honorable gentleman the 
fact that he has correctly stated what actually 
took place between us. I think these com
munications are not really confidential. I 
conduct myself on these occasions as if they 
were in one sense proffers made in the inte
rests of the public. If there are matters 
named as confidential, then I feel bound to 
treat them as such ; but if some other gentle
man were entrusted to make the proposition 
to me, I should consider that a communica
tion to which I was not bound by the seal of 
confidence, if it is in the interests of the 
public. I hope I have committed no breach 
of confidence in stating what I have done in 
reference to my honorable friend. That I 
was most anxious to induce my colleagues, 
and that I succeeded in inducing them to 
some extent, to secure the adherence of 
the honorable member for Ravenswood, is 
possibly the ease. Having great admira
tion for his character, his pertinacity 
of purpose, his determination, and his 
ability in debate, I was most anxious to seeure 
his services, which I considered of great im
portance, and I regret exceedingly he did not 
see his way to join us; and it now appears 
that he did not do so in consequence of hav
ing met with a rebuff from the previous 
Ministry. On that, I join issue with him ; 
I tlunk he might have extended to us an 
amount of toleration he might not have been 
prepared to extend to the late Ministry, see
ing that we were starting afresh on a new 
basis of policy. 

The CoLONIA.L SECRETARY : I wish to say 
a word or two in explanation of what has 
fallen from the honorable member for Ravens
wood. From that honorable gentleman's 
remarks, the House is given to understand 
that I objected to the construction of rail
ways, and of the Maryborough and Gympie 
line especially; but what I did say was to 
the effect that I thought the Government 
had done perfectly right in leaving that out 
of their policy this session, and I thought 
they ought to have left out the other as well; 
and I took that view after hearing the state
ment of the _late] Treasurer.,. Ll did not take 

exception to the construction of that railway, 
in the way stated by the honorable member. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I have also a 
few words of explanation to say in reply to the 
honorable member fo1· Ravenswood, with 
reference to what took place in the Cabinet of 
which we were both members. The honorable 
member accuses this Ministry of having 
adopted his policy, but I hope we have not 
done so. If I recollect rightly, and I am 
willing to be corrected if I am wrong, the 
policy of that honorable gentleman was, that 
a large number of railways should be con
structed entirely by loan ; and when some 
members of the Government asked what 
provision was to be madfl to meet the interest 
on that loan, no answer was given, or the 
answer that was suggested or made on the 
subject was such that we could not submit it 
to the House. As for the idea of carrying 
out the principle of the Western Railway 
Bill in connection with :new railways that it 
was proposed to ask Parliament to authorise 
during the present session, such a thing was 
never mentioned in the Macali~ter Cabinet at 
all. 

The motion for the adjournment of the 
debate was then put and negatived without 
division. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER : I think, sir, 
it is no small compliment to the Govern
ment that they have been assailed on three 
distinct issues. 'The first is that they have no 
policy, the second is on the ground of 
personality, and the third, that they are 
responsible for acts committed under the 
administration of their predecessors. Now, 
sir, I think it can be fairly contended that 
the present Ministry is no part or parcel of 
the late administration. It must be admitted 
that the members of that administration who 
have taken office under the new Ministry have 
had some hardship impo&ed upon them by 
having to seek re·election, and coming into 
the House again in an entirely new position. 
I think that is sufficient in itself to prove that 
the present administration is in no way con· 
nected with the late Ministry. I say, the pre
sent Ministry represent the Liberal party in 
this House; they are identified with liberal 
traditions, and, I hope, will always carry 
out a Liberal policy, such as a Liberal 
Ministry should at all events enunciate. 
The position of the present Ministry has, 
however, been amply justified by my horror
able colleagues this evening, and I rise 
chiefly to reply to and explain certain state
ments-I would say exaggerated statements
which have been made by the honorable 
gentleman who has moved the vote of want 
of confidence. I believe, if my predecessor, 
the late Colonial Treasurer, had been in this 
place, those statements would not have been 
made so rashly; and I, therefore, deem it only 
right to point. out the fallacy of several of 
them. They are so transparent, that horror
able members of this House will not be 
influenced by them ; but coming from the 
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auJ;horitative source they have done, outside 
they would naturally attach to themselves 
considerable importance and attention. The 
statements referred to two or th_ree matters 
of finance, and they have, to a certain 
extent, a basis of truth, which gives them 
a coloring of that character, 'that would 
lead the outside public to imagine that they 
have been well considered, and are substan
tially correct. I may say, in entering upon 
this subject, that it would have been better for 
me to have deferred doing so until I had an 
opportunity of enuneiating the financial 
policy of the Government; but as that oppor
tunity may or may not arise, I think it is 
only due to my predecessor in office to en· 
deavor to disabuse the minds-I will not say 
of honorable members of this House, because, 
as I h!tve already stated, these statements 
will not carry much weight with them-but 
of the general public, respecting !:hem. The 
first statement is, that the late Ministry en
tered office with a surplus of £240,000, and 
they left it with a deficiency variously esti
mated at from £40,000 to £100,000. Now, sir, 
there is no doubt they did enter office with a 
surplus of £240,000, but the honorable member 
for Maranoa might have stated, as he knows, 
and as every member of the House knows, 
that that £240,000 was absolutely removed 
from the revenue, and as much placed beyond 
revenue operations as funds raised on loan 
account, and that virtually the )ate Adminis
tration took office with a balance of only £228 
in the Treasury. I shall not further follow 
the operations of the revenue at this time: 
that will, perhaps, be better explained when I 
am prepared to lay the financial position of 
the country before the House. But, sir, I 
repeat that, from the statement made by the 
honorable member for Maranoa, the only 
inference would be that, during the late Ad
ministration, in revenue operations£240 ,000 
had not only been wasted, but a deficit of 
£43,000 had accumulated in addition. 

Mr. MclLwRAITH: You have only given 
the contradiction. 

1he CoLONIAL TREASURER: I said the re
marks of the honorable member were of that 
character to lead the country to imagine that a 
profligate course of expenditure had been in
curred in connection with revenue operations, 
which had transformed a credit of £240,000 
into a debit of £4:1,000; but the hcnorable 
member knew that that surplus was appro
priated for purposes of public expenditure on 
works usually provided for out of loan, and 
that reduced the available funds in revenue 
at the command of the late Ministry to 
£228. I think that is sufficient explana
tion with reference to that, or ought to be. 
The next statement is :-

"They had failed to recognize the position of 
Queensland in the money market. 'lhere was 
never a period when capitalists were more on the 
look out for sound borrowers, and because there 
happened to be a deficit of £40,000, caused by 

the action of Ministers themselves, they would 
refrain from borrowing at present." 

The honorahle member for Maranoa . is, 
doubtless, in his own estimation, a very h1gh 
financial authority ; but I take it that the 
Board of Directors of the Union Bank ?f 
Australia in London, are quite as competent m 
matters of finance. In explanation of what I 
am about to say I would mention that when 
the Loan Act of 1875 passed, authorising the 
issue of debentures to the extent of £1,695,000, 
one million of those debentures were imme
diately .transmitte~ to .the. Government 
Bankers m London for reahsatwn, and honor· 
able members will find that the proceeds have 
been placed to the credit of loan account. 
In January last, the Treasury contemplated 
placing the residue of the loan upon the 
London market, and accordingly apprised 
their bankers of their intention. But on ~he 
31st of March the Directors of the Umon 
Bank of Australia informed the Treasury 
that it was a very inopportune time for such 
a purpose, and when I assumed the mana~e
ment of the Treasury a letter from the Unwn 
Bank received on the 23rd of May, was the 
first thing that came under my official consi4er· 
ation. I will just read an extract 1 egardmg 
the prospects of the sale of stock durmg the 
current half year :-

"As regards the prospect of a sale during ~l:e 
current half-year the Directors could not antwt
pate a favorable result, the l_arge amount of sto?k 
taken up by the dealers, m January last, st~ll 
remaining, to a great extent, unplaced, as you w1ll 
learn from the enclosed copy of a letter from Mr. 
Westgarth (28th March), who has just purchased 
£12 000 of the bonds at 91-which includ<:~ three 
mo1~ths' interest-the price being thus lower, by 
1 per cent., than that tendered at in December. 
We could not, therefore, look for purchasers fl;mong 
the dealers, whom 11-e should, moreover, ahenate 
by so soon again coming upon !he market. The 
condition of the stock markets 1s at present most 
unsettled ; colonial debentures sharing in the 
depression of the securities." 

Before the arrival of that letter the deben· 
tnres to the amount of half a million of 
mon~y, had been transmitted, and m;in~ to 
the . absence of telegraphic comn;mnwatwn, 
the fate of those debentures IS as yet 
unknown. vYe have, however, observed that 
the money market in London has recently 
exhibited a very buoyant tendency, and, on 
the whole, I think we have every reason i.o 
believe that if peace be maintained, and the 
clouds of war are dispersed, there will be 110 

difficulty in satisfac!orily pi~cing a. further · 
loan. At the s!tme hme I thmk the mforma· 
mation placed before the Government ?Y t.he 
Bank Directors, was of a character to JUshfy 
them in waiting for more favorable reports 
before committing themselves to another 
loan. When this document was placed 
before me I held the opinion of my predece~
sor in office, Mr. Hemmant; I thought that m 
the absence of telegraphic communication, and 
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the uncertain condition of affairs in _Europe, 
it might be desirable to postpone placing 
another loan upon the London market; but I 
have had reasem to change my mind, and I 
now think that if we have the opportunity of 
carrying out our projects, I shall be able to 
show, when I present the financial statement 
to the House, that we do not in this respect 
intend to be bound by our predecessors' line 
of policy ; we do intend to place another 
loan for such an amount as the House may 
authorise upon the London market during the 
present year. The causes which have in
duced us to arrive at this conclusion it will 
be more in place for me to explain when I 
come to mention the various items enu
merated in the Loan Estimates. When that 
time arrives I will also giYe my opinion as to 
the policy hitherto adopted of Loan Esti
mates being placed before the House un
accompanied by Loan Bills, a policy which, to 
my mind, is open to grave consideration. It 
is too late, however, to-night to enter more 
fully into these matters of detail. The hon
orable member for Maranoa also said :-

"What would tend, fllr more than the de-. 
ficit, to depreciate Queensland debentures was the 
placing of £100,000 on loan estimates for roads 
and bridges, aml the action of the late Government, 
which was partially agreed to by the present, in 
transferring votes that had been borrmvcd for one 
·purpose and applying them to another, while they 
woulcl susequcntly have to ask for fresh loans to 
carry out the objects for which at first the money 
had osfensibly been borrowed." 

I must express that I scarcely follow the 
honorable .member's argument here. He 
must be aware that the loan funds constitute 
one amount in globo. Some items of expen
diture are necessarily pushed on faster than 
others ; some accounts may in anticipation 
of a fresh loan be overdrawn, but the form 
of a Loan Bill or schedule is never so altered 
as to permit of the appropriation of one sum 
for another purpose than that to which it 
.was destined. The fact is, the matter is one 
which will hardly be understood, unless hon
O'-'able gentlemen will address themselves to 
the consideration of the manner in which loan 
balances are held available. The comments 
made by the lionorable member upon the 
speeches which had been delivered by the mem
bers of the present Government, were on a par 
with the criticisms of other honOTable mem
bers ; he has taken certain remarks and 
quoted them apart from their context. Had 
he given these Ministerial speeches with their 
context, he would have shown the House 
that they entirely dispelled the idea that the 
Government intended to advocate a Jlolicy of 
rest and stagnation. If any honorable mem
ber has the curiosity to read the report of my 
address to my constituents, he will find that 
I distinctly deprecated anything like a policy 
of stagnation in public works; but, at the same 
time, I felt justified in informing them that 
there was grave reason shown for a supervi-

sion of the Works Department, and for some 
authoritative information to be given before 
the country was committed to an expenditure 
which, in many cases, had been extravagant, 
and was attended with an undoubted waste 
of public funds, and for objects which might 
have been completed for a considerable less 
cost than that actually incurred. I do not 
think, after all, that anything said by myself 
or colleagues could be construed into the ex
pression of a policy of inactivity ; and I 
believe, if the House were this night to decide 
upon railway extensions, it would be fully 
six months before anything like reliable sur
veys could be obtained, or such reliable infor
mation as would warrant us in proceeding 
with public railway works. Our anticipation 
was, that the interval between the present 
session and the commencement of next year, 
when, as the Premier has already informed 
the House,~it was our purpose, if we survived 
the session, to meet the House somewhat 
earlier than usual, would have been profitably 
occupied in preliminary surveys, and in 
becoming prepared, not only to ask the 
House for money to proceed,with works, but 
to place before honorable members such infor
mation on the subject as would give confi
dence in obtaining the vote of every individual 
member. The honorable member for Ravens
wood says, that we have taken his policy. 
The honorable member's policy, so far as I 
can see from the records he has left in the 
department, was clear enough; had he re
mained a member of the late administration, 
he would have come down to the House aud 
asked for £350,000 out of loan for the con
struction of a railway from Maryborough to 
Gym pie, and £500,000 out of loan to construct 
a railway from Bundaberg to Mount Perry. 
That was the honorable member for Ravens
wood's idea of a policy; he would have come 
down to the House and asked for £850,0:)0 
to construct two lines of railways in districts 
where the want of rail way communication has 
been but very recently expressed. Now, I 
would ask honorable members on the 
other side of the House, or on either side of 
the House, whether they would, for one 
moment, have assented to such a proposition? 
The honorable member for Ravenswood, and, 
perhaps, the honorable member for Wide 
Bay would have been an exception ; but, 
beyond them, I do not believe any other 
honorable member would have advocated or 
supported such a measure, especially if they 
knew how the interest was to be paid ; that 
interest was to be paid by the assePsment of, 
stock. 

:M:r. Knw: I wish to say that the Colonial 
Treasurer is mixing up a Bill prepared by 
Thfr. Hemmant with my policy. 'l'he latter 
portion of the honorable gentleman's state
ment refers to the late Treasurer's Bill, and 
I never even saw it. 

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER : I am bound of 
course to accept the honorable member's state
ment, but not only do I base my remarks upon 
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documents in the office, but from conversations 
with the honorable member himself in this 
building. At any rate he does not deny that 
he would have come down to the House and 
asked for £850,000 to construct two lines of 
railway in districts, as to which there have 
been grave doubts expressed by both sides of 
the House, whether they are ripe for rail
way construction at all. Our principle is, 
to provide for railway construction out of the 
proceeds of the sales of land in such districts; 
and that is a vastly different policy from that 
of the honorable member for Ravenswood, 
and it has the merit of not imposing additional 
taxation upon districts which do not derive 
any benefit from railways which are con
structed for other localities. But what was 
the great financial policy of the honorable 
member for Ravenswood as enunciated by 
l1imselfP Why, sir, he suggested that the 
Government should borrow three millions of 
money, that these three millions should be 
placed in the hands of the local bankers to 
enable their customers to go into the market 
and buy the lands which the Government 
were placing there, out of the Western Rail
way reserves. I am happy to say the good 
sense of the members of both sides of the 
House was against such a proposal, and I 
certainly cannot see what new element of 
attraction the honorable member has placed 
in his present policy to make him acceptable 
to honorable members on the other side. I 
should view with extreme concern so large a 
financial operation as that, and so long as I 
am in the Treasury department, such a 
scheme shall never meet with my approval. 
Again, the honorable member deprecates the 
idea of £100,000 being borrowed on loan 
account for roads and bridges. He points 
out that loans should represent nothing but 
reproductive works. Does the honorable 
gentleman know that railway salaries, to a large 
extent, at the present time, are paid out of 
loan P Yet in an exceptionally trying season 
like this he deprecates the setting apart of 
£100,000 for the construction of roads and 
bridges in the colony, although there never 
was a time in our history when the vote would 
have been more appropriate than at the pre
sent time, especially if we take into consider
ation that it is the intention of the Govern
ment to introduce a system of Shire Councils, 
or local bodies having supervision of their 
own roads and bridges and other public 
works. In that case it would be only justice 
to these local bodies that the roads and 
bridges should be put into a proper state of 
repair, so that the Government should be 
able to subsidise the efforts of these local 
bodies. They cannot be expected i.o discharge 
their trusts empty-handed, and unless a vote 
of this description be provided out of loan by 
the Government, it will be impossible to put 
the machinery of these Shire Councils, or 
whatever else it may be decided to call them, 
into efficient motion. There can evidently 
be no intention of the Government to popularise 

itself by this measure, because accompanied 
with the Loan Estimate will be the schedules 
of distribution, and it will be open to the 
House to comment on such distribution, if 
that be unfair. I can assure the House 
the matter has received every consideration 
from the present Government, their aim 
being to make distribution as impartial as 
possible, and to provide bridges and 
roads throughout the length and breadth 
of the colonies. In continuing my remarks 
on this subject of the motion before 
the House, I feel, to a certain extent, bound 
to indulge in personal reflections which are 
at all times unpleasant to me ; but which, 
under the circumstances, from a sen~e of 
public interest I cannot avoid. No one dis
likes dealing in personalities more than I do ; 
but I do think the honorable member for Rav
enswood ought to consider the position he has 
held in this House in connection with the 
Liberal party. The honorable member ought 
especially to remember that he assumed a 
high position in that party when other men 
in the House had a good right to the 
post he occupied. They were not discon
tented at his appointment, for thev recognised 
the services he had rendered !n the post, 
and they were quite content to serve under 
him ; although many of them might very 
fairly have raised the question of precedence. 
No doubt the honorable member was a very 
able Minister of Public Works when he first 
took charge of the department ; but I do 
think, at the present time, he has a grave 
responsibility to settle with himself, and with 
the country, for choosing to split up the 
party with which he was formerly connected. 
He must know that the present is a time 
in the history of the colony when it is incum
bent upon the party who has so long sat on 
this side of the House to unite in their efforts, 
to sink minor differences, and unite as one body 
to deal with the important question of land 
legislation. When that great work has been 
accomplished I hope we may see the line of 
demarcation between parties in this House, 
if not wholly obliterated, at least partly re
moved ; but until that question is settled the 
Liberal party, as a party, have definite and 
earnest work to do, that requires the exercise 
of their united energi!is. I do not think I 
need further occupy the attention of the 
House upon this question ; but I should like 
to say a few words upon the appointment of 
the late Premier as Agent-General. As a 
member of the present Ministry, I give my 
individual and distinct denial-and in the 
community at large, I know it will be re
ceived with as full credence as that of any 
other honorable member of the House-to 
the statement, that any compact whatever 
was made between the present Ministry 
and either Mr. Macalister or Mr. Mein, 
whose name has also been mentioned. There 
was no such compact made. So conscientious 
indeed were some of the Ministers that they 
refrained from considering the matter at all 
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until they had been re-elected; and I may say 
further, that so careful have they been of 
what they considered their duty to the public, 
until they can ascertain how they stand in 
the House, that they have abstained as far as 
they possibly could from making any appoint
ment whatever. They have had many oppor
tunities, as all new administrations have; they 
have been besieged with applications, but the 
Agent-Generalship is the only appointment 
they have made. 

Mr. MoREHEAD: What of the Clerk of the 
other House P 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER : That was a 
necessity, and it was not a Ministerial appoint
ment : it was a matter submitted by the 
President of the Upper House, and the Min
istry concurred in the recommendation ; and 
in a matter of that kind I hope the House 
will never be wanting in the respect due to 
yourself, sir, or to the President of the other 
Chamber. 

Mr. MoREHEAD: You forced it on him. 
The CoLoNIAL TREASURER : Nothing of 

the kind. So far as I know, the recommenda
tion came in the usual manner, and the 
appointment was made. However, in deal
ing with the matter of the Agent-General, I 
for one quite concurred in the appointment of 
Mr. Macalister at the present time, and I 
cannot help thinking that that gentleman was 
not ·treated with the generosity one would 
have expected. On the occasion of Mr. Mac
alister's last appearance in the House, I do 
think the honorable gentleman who had de
servedly acquired so high a reputation as the 
leader of the Opposition, might have treated 
an old political opponent with more generosity; 
for a long time they had crossed swords with 
each other, and as, after all, it was the hon
orable member for Port Curtis who threw 
down the gage, the Ministry would have 
shown a very poor spirit indeed if they had 
not picked it up. Whenever that gage is 
thrown down, so long as I remain a member 
of the Ministry, I shall do my best to see 
that it does not lie neglected, and I will 
remark to the House that it was the 
threat made by the honorable member, the 
leader of the Opposition, which has forced 
me to offer tbese remarks. We have been 
treated as if we had no right to come into the 
House, or exercise the functions with which 
we have been entrusted ; nevertheless, the 
appointment which has been called in question 
is one that will, I believe, give entire satis
faction. The only thing remaining for me to 
notice at this late hour of the night-and I 
here take the opportunity of thanking honor
able members for the patience with which 
they have heard me-is the objection made as 
to the personel of the Ministry. That objec· 
tion is a very small thing, for, after all, it is 
measures not men that we have to consider. 
Let the Ministry be tried upon their 
measures ; if they are found to recede from 
their principles, or shift their ground after 
they have placed their policy before the 

X 

House, it is quite time to dismiss them from 
office, but I do say that simply to assume 
that men are incapable of carrying out the 
trust imposed upon them in a public capacity 
is to prejudge them most ungenerously. A 
few days only will elapse before our policy 
would be before the House ; that policy 
would then be open to discussion, and doubt
less a great deal of it would necessarily be 
open to cavil, and if it was found fault with, 
and the opinion of the House showed 
that it was not acceptable to the country, 
there would be a fair and distinct issue 
on which to turn out the Ministry. 
But simply to say that because the head of the 
Ministry is not altogether acceptable to some 
honorable gentlemen opposite, is not fair. 
I believe, with the exception of myself, that 
the Ministry is a most excellent Ministry, 
and one that will do justice to all parts of 
the colony, and act straightforwardly in their 
various offices ; and if we cannot discharge 
our trust with credit to ourselves and with 
benefit to the country-well, then, we will 
retire and make room for others. However, 
sir, the whole issue of the present debate to 
my mind is this, and I know that I am liable 
to the charge of stirring up muddy water 
when I JSay so-the whole matter is this, that 
we have to deal with the public estate of the 
colony. The present session is the one in 
which that question should be settled; it is 
one to which the present Government have 
addressed themselves, and it is one upon 
which they are prepared to stand or fall. 
Not only upon that, but upon their own 
policy they have decided to take a firm 
position, and will either stand or fall by it. 
They have not been squeezable in any way, 
and I can safely say that they have not 
received any impression from the opinions 
which have been expressed since we met the 
House on Tuesday. Our policy remains 
unchanged. I will remind honorable mem· 
bers that we were allowed a very short time 
indeed to form our policy. We had all to seek 
re-election, and as a considerable period of 
time was involved in so doing, we had neces
sarily few opportunities ofmeeting together 
to discuss our politics. On that ground 
I consider we are entitled to meet with 
a generous consideration. But all we ask 
is, that we shall be allowed to lay our 
policy before the country ; we do not ask for 
sympathy, but we do desire that the measures 
we intend to bring forward shall be known 
to the country, and that we shall be judged 
upon them. 

Mr. MAcRossAN moved-

That the debate be now adjourned. 

Mr. PALMER said that, as far as he was 
concerned, he should have no objection to go 
to a division that evening; but he believed 
there were some honorable members who in
tended to speak on the question, and who 
were determined to do so; and as he and 
other honorable members had had their say, 
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it was not fair to block them. One prominent 
member of the House was not very well; and 
then, again, as it was only natural that honor
able members who had yet to speak were 
anxious to be reported, so that what they 
said should go to their constituents, he would 
ask the Government to agree to an adjourn
ment until the following Tuesday. 

The PREMIER said that, on behalf of the 
Government, and seeing it was the wish of 
honorable members opposite, he had no ob
jection to an adjournment : at the same time, 
he had understood that it was intended to 
come to a division that night. 

Question put and passed. 

Adjotwnment. 




