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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Thursday, 2 September, 1875.

Breach of Privilege—the Council Establishment.—Commu-
nication between the Ports of the Colony.—Grace-
mere Pre-emptive Bill,—Crown Lands Alienation Bill—
State Education Bill,

BREACH OF PRIVILEGE—THE COUNCIL
ESTABLISHMENT.

The PrESIDENT said : Honorable gentlemen
—I have a motion ou the paper for this day
which it is my duty now to explain to you.
At the usual time when the estimates of the
various departments of the public service
are called for, it is the practice of the House,
ag it is of the other, to send in to the Govern-
ment an estimate of the provision supposed
to be necessary for the Council establishment ;
and I did so, in reference to the present year.
In this estimate I recommended an.increase
of £50 to the salary of the Parliamentary
Shorthand Writer attached to the Council.
I had necessarily to doitat my own diseretion
and upon my own responsibility, because,
at that time, the House was not sitting, and
I could not have the advantage of the advice
of the Standing Orders Commitiee, which,
otherwise, I should have sought ; but, T may
inform the House that as soon as the
Standing Orders Committee did meet this
session, I mentioned the subject to them. I
brought it before the committee casually, not
formally ; and I then understood from the
honorable gentlemen forming the committee
that they believed the increase recom-
mended a proper one. I have not heard and
I have not received any reason why the
recommendation made was not acceded to.
I merely know that when the estimates of
expenditure for the year were placed before
the other House, the increase to the Shorthand
‘Writer’s salary was not on the Estimates; and,
of course, was not discussed, and was not
granted. Now, this is a question which this
Council has always viewed with very con-
siderable jealousy ; as, of course, it is incum-
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bent upon it to do. In the year 1866, the
Council agreed to an address to his Excellency
the Governor, Sir George Ferguson Bowen,
laying before him the desire of the House
that a Bill should be brought in to fix the
establishment of the Legislative Council on
a proper footing and at a proper rate without
submitting it to annual discussion; and in
that address it was set forth that—

“The Legislative Council cannot for a moment
allow that the formation or control of its establish-
ment should rest with any body in the State other
than with the Legislative Council itself.”

Honorasre MEuBERs: Hear, hear.

The Postamaster-GENERAL : And the Legis-
lative Assembly.

The PrEsiDENT : And it was further pointed
oul, in the Address—

“That the practice of the Parlinment of Great
Britain is, as stated to the House of Commons by
the report of a Select Committee appointed on the
22nd February, 1848, for ‘ the Lreasury to receive
an estimate of the expenses of the House of Lords,
and to submit a vote to the House of Commons
to cover the deficiency of the Fee Fund.

<+ This vote and cstimate have passed without
alteration by the Treasury or the House of
Commons, there being an unwillingness to canvass
the details of the account submitted by so high a
Judicial Tribunal, as well as a branch of the
Legislature.’”

Now, that was brought under the attention
of the Governor at that time ; and, by a sub-
sequent address of similar purport, in 1872,
to the Most Honorable the Marquis of
Normanby, the opinions of the Council were
represented in almost a repetition of the same
words :—

“The Legislative Council cannot for a moment
allow that the formation or control of its establish-
ment should rest with any body in the State, other
than the Legislative Council itself.

“ Tt will be evident to your Bxcellency that the
power to interfere with its establishment, if used
injudiciously, might paralyse the action of the
Legislative Council, and prevent the full exercise
of that co-ordinate jurisdiction, whichthe Constitu-
tion has conferred upon it; and that, therefore,
it is essential this power should remain full and
entire as a constitutional safegnuard to the Legis-
lative Couneil itself.”

For these reasons, honorable gentlemen, I
think it proper to bring before you what has
oceurred ; and, as I have no reason to suppose
that there can be any objection to the increase
recommended, it is proper that the House
shall not allow the circumstance to pass
without notice ;—becanse, if such interference
is allowed in a small matter, it may be repeated
in a large matter. And, we are bound con-
stitutionally, I think, to take care that no
such alteration as has been made shall be
made without observation, at least, on our
part. The proposed increase was made by me
upon these grounds:—That the officer in
question has been in the service of the Parlia-
mentfor thelast eleven years—a very consider-
able time, at any rate—without any increase
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to his salary; and that he has performed
his duties always satisfactorily. This scemed
to me, when put before me, a very fair case,
and induced me to recommend the increase
of salary. It is a fact, also, known to
honorable members, that, during this session
and the session before, increases were made
to the salaries of other officers of the Legis-
lature. And I was guided, moreover, by this
fact—that the salary paid to the Shorthand
Writer of the Legislative Council of New
South Wales, Mr. Scarr, is £550 per annum,
as shown in the Blue Book of the colony.
Now, for a gentleman whose attainments are,
we may say, professional, and who brings to
the performance of his duties a long training
and considerable experience, whose services,
required by us, are well worth retaining—
because, as far as my observation goes, no
one in his situation could perform his duties
more efficiently or attentively than he has
done—the increase proposed, to bring his
salary up to £450 a-year, or £100 less than
the officer in a similar position in the neigh-
boring colony, cortainly does not seem an
exiravagant one. DBesides the Shorthand
Writer of the Legislative Council of New
South Wales, there is a first clerk who gets
£400 a-year; a second clerk, £300; a third
clerk, £250; and a eopying clerk, £200. So
that he has a strong staff' to assist him, with-
out, T presume, very much more business for
the Council than we transact; while our
Shorthand Writer has no assistance at all, but
does in his own person all that is required of
him by this House. T have made these few
observations to explain to you, honorable
gentlemen, why I think it proper to put
the increase on the Estimates; and to inform
you why I do mot think it right that we
should allow the alteration that has been
made, by striking out the increase, to stand
without question or reference—without, in-
deed, taking serious notice of this fact. For
these reasons, I gave notice of motion—

“To call the attention of the House to an
alteration made in the Estimates sent into the
Government for the expenses of the Council’s
Establishment for this year;”

and, if you agree with me, you will affirm by
your votes the resolution which I shall now
move, in pursuance of that notice. I beg to
move—

That this House is of opinion it is a breach of
its privileges that any alteration should have been
made in the estimates sent in for the official
establishment of this Council for the present
year.

I have made a slight change in the resolu-
tion, because an alteration has been attempted,
indeed, three or four times; which, in fact,
the Council bas resented.

Honorasre Meuners: Hear, hear.

The Postaraster-GENERAL: I belicve the
President did send in to the Government a
letter to the effect that the Shorthand Writer
in the House should receive £50 a-ycar addi-
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tional. I believe no such recommendation
was made by the honorable the Speaker in
another place.

The PresipEnT: Oh! .

The PostmasTER-GENERAL: I believe it is
the practice to assimilate the salaries of the
officers in this House and the officers in
another place.

An HoworasrLe MEMBER: Oh, no.

The Posryuaster-GENERAL : Otherwise,
why should not the Usher of the Black Rod,
who has seen considerable service in this
Council, receive an addition to his salary over
and above that paid to the Sergeant-at-Arms,
who has been only some few months in office
in another place?- I contend that he is as
much entitled to it as the officer referred to
by the President. Mr. Byrneis an excellent
gentleman. I donot wish at all to say any-
thing about his abilities, or as to the effi-
ciency with which he performs his duties. T
think the same rule ought to be applied to
the Shorthand Writersin another place; and
I do not understand that the Speaker has
made any recommendation with reference to
them, I do not see that any breach of faith
has been committed. It would be a breach
of faith, at once, if the Government allowed
the officer of the Council to have a salary
over the other Shorthand Writers. The
arguments of the President as to the pri-
vileges of the Council are, therefore, I think,
needless. I think this House has unneces-
sarily interfered with the privileges of the
other House, when honorable members evgxded
the Payment of Members Bill. This isan
excellent argnment in that way. The Council
should not have interfered at all with that
Bill; and this argument is quite in keepinhg
with certain arguments advanced by the
President some time ago. The Council should
not interfere at all with matter not affecting
it, and affecting the other House only. 1
hope the Council will not assent to the motion,
because I think myself that the salaries of
officers in both Houses should be, as they are
really now, the same.

An Hoxorasre MeusER: No, no.

The PresipENT: I do not see that.

The PostmasTErR-GENERAL : They are
different in New South Wales. I do not
see why they should be here. The Short-
hand Writers were not recommended for an
increase in another place. Why the officer

‘here should be singled out for an increase,

and no other deserving officer, I cannot
understand. T think Mr. Masters is entitled
to an increase, seeing that increases are the
order of the day, atpresent ; and seeing that
his services are as long as those of the Short-
hand Writer. I do not see any breach of
privilege.

The Hon. E. I. C. BrowsE: The Post-
master-General has found some very in-
genious arguments which he has given to
us; but I confess that I do not see the force
of them. Ireally wish, for our benefit, that
he had applied his powerful mind to the ques-~
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tion before the House. The question before
the House, now, is, not whether our Short-
hand Writer is entitled to the increase-or
not ; but whether we have been properly
treated by the Government in the matter
of a recommendation which was sent to the
Government by our President for and on
behalf of the Council.

HonoraBLE MEMBERs : Hear, hear.

The Hon. E. I. C. Browns : The question
is, whether we are to be the arbiters of what
we require for the conduct of our business ?
Unless we do insist apon our rights, we do

* to a certain extent ignore our position as a
co-ordinate branch of the Legislature. One
argument of the Postmaster-General was,
that something else was not done—that some
other officer was not recommended for in-
crease, and that the officers in both Houses
were on the same footing ;—and another was,
that if the recommendation of the President
had had the approbation of the Speaker, then
we might have got what werequire. Really,
it is satisfactory to know that there are some
meéans by which we might have got it! But
I do not think we shall be put into the posi-
tion to go cap in hand to the Speaker, or to
the Assembly itself, whichis. a greater body
than the Speaker, who is only the servant of
the House ; or that we shall do anything that
the Postmaster-General or his colleagues
may advise. I trust that the President will
not withdraw his motion, but that he will
insist upon it. The House will pass it, T am
sure.

The Hon. H. B. Firz: T may say, honor-
able gentlemen, that I never listened to
weaker arguments than have just been ad-
vanced by the Postmaster-General. He
says that the Shorthand Writer here is not
entitled to an inerease of his salary, because
our Usher also has not been recommended.
Although our Usher is a worthy gentleman
whom we all respeet greatly, yet I think that
his duties cannot for a moment be compared
to those of our Shorthand Writer. We must
also bear in mind this fact, that when Mr.
Barlee was the senior Shorthand Writer, he
was in the receipt of £450 a year. I think
when the President says he requires so much
inerease for an officer, he should not be ex-
pected to go to the other House for support;
and I do not see why anything he proposes
on the estimates for the Council should be
dependent on the Speaker, as the Postmaster-
General seemed to put it. We must take
into consideration, also, that Mr. Byrne has
been here for eleven or twelve years ; thathe
has not had an increase of salary in all that
time ; and that we bave used up two Short-
hand Writers, Mr. Lindsay and Mr. Barlee,
by overwork, while he has kept on. There
can be no doubt that no more arduous duties
than those of a Shorthand Writer have to be
performed in the public service; he has to be
n attendance on the sittings of the House,
frequently very late, and ke has generally to
sit up through the night to keep pace with
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his work—and he has had to give his attend-
ance in another place as well as in the
Council. I think that the Government have
not treated this one well, and that the recom-
mendation of our President has not been
accepted as it should be. We must also bear
in mind that the Clerks of both Houses have
received increases of salary to the same
amount.

Howorasre MzeuBErs : No, no.

An Howorasre Memsrr: Not the same
increase.

The Hon. H. B. Firz: Yes; Mr. Radford
and Mr. Johnson have both had increases
of the same amount. The motion should be
passed ; because we are aware that we cannot
make any question of detail or offer any
opinion upon the Estimates; and that other-
wise it is only when the Appropriation Bill
comes up from another place that we can
act with any effect.

The Hon. H. &. Simpson: Honorable
gentlemen—I do not, for one moment, wish
to discuss this question upon what we call
the merits of the case, as to whether the
Shorthand Writer deserves the increase or
not. I do not think that is a question, at
all; or, I think it might be very easily
answered. The length of that gentleman’s
services, compared with that of other officers
—and the other Shorthand Writers—is a
sufficient answer. But I look upon the
matter as one of privilege affecting the
Couneil ; not as a question of £50 to be given
to an officer of this House; and it resolves
itself into this—Whether the Council has a
right to require what it wants for the conduct
of its business ? and from that point we should
treat it. If what we require 1s not provided
for us, T shall go so far as to vote against the
Appropriation Bill, on that ground.

Hoxorasrur MzmBErs : Hear, hear,

The Presioent: I shall avail myself of
my right to reply on this occasion, because,

"I wish to answer the argument that was

brought forward by the Postmaster-General
—whose statements have been answered
pretty well, indeed, already, by my honorable
friend, Mr. Browne—that the Government
have apparently refused to put this increase,
recommended by me, on the Kstimates, be-
cause the Speaker of the other House had
not recommended his Shorthand Writers for
a similar increase. Well, I have no doubt
that if the Speaker thought it was a proper
time to make such a recommendation, he
would have made it; but, because the time
had not arrived when he thought his officers
were deserving of an increase, and he did not
make that recommendation, does it follow
that we should be debarred from following
what we believe to be just and fair to our
own officers? If that is an argument, it is
one that I can hardly bring myself to agree
to. Those gentlemen in the other House
came into the public service some seven or
eight years atter the Shorthand Writer of
this House ; and is he to remain in the same
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position, to grow grey in it, while those
gentlemen get into a sufficiently advanced
period of service to enable them to be brought
in with him for advancement? When would
the time arrive when they should all work in
together, if, under such circumstances, one
man must wait for the other? The argument
which the honorable gentleman applied to
other officers of this House is so far from the
question that I really cannot condescend to
reply to it. In looking over the requirements
of the service for this House, I take into
consideration each individual case before me ;
and T can hardly see that, because one case
deserves recommendation, all others, without
special reasons, should also be included. I
am very glad to find that the majority of the
House agrees with me in this matter. ~ T think
it is essential that we should take care that
our estimates are not interfered with, without
good reason, at any rate, laid before us; and
that we should have an opportunity, if any
alteration is made, to discuss the reasons for
which it is made. I shall now put the sub-
stantial resolution which I moved.

The Hon. W. Hosss : Honorable gentle-
men—The resolution put by the honorable
the President does not, to my mind, meet the
case. There ought to be some expression of
opinion, that the increase to the salary of the

Shorthand Writer should be restored—should .

be placed on the Estimates in the usual way.
It is too late to expect it to be placed on the
Estimates-in-Chief now ; but I do not think
it 'at all reasonable or just that the Shorthand
Writer should wait over another year for his
increase, and probably then just find himselfin
the same position as he is inat the present time.

HovorasLe MEMBERS : Hear, hear.

The Presrpent: I thank the honorable
gentleman for his suggestion.

The Hon. W. Hoses: I think the reso-

lution should be amended by adding some-
thing more practical and demonstrative than
it contains at present.

The PrestoeNt: I thank the Honorable
Dr. Hobbs ; and I will, with the consent of
the House, add—that this resolution be
forwarded to the Governor, requesting His
Exeellency to place the amount in the Sup-
plementary Kstimates for the current year.

Howorare Memprrs: Hear, hear.

The PostmasTER-GENERAL : I may inform
the House that the Supplementary Kstimates
are down.

The Presipent: Then you will find an-
other additiohal Supplementary Estimate.

The question was put and passed, in this
form :—

“1. That this House is of opinion it is a
breach of its privileges that any alteration should
have been made in the Estimates sent in for the
official establishment of this Counecil for the pre-
sent year.

“2. That the above resolution be forwarded,
by Address, to His Excellency the Governor, re-
questing that he will be pleased to cause the amount
to be included in a Supplementary Estimate.”
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COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE PORTS
OF THE COLONY.

On the Order of the Day being read, the
House was put into Committee of the Whole
for the consideration of the Message from
the Legislative Assembly -respeeting com-
munication between the ports of the colony.

The CmarrMAN.rvead the Message, as fol-
lows :—

“ MR. PRESIDENT,

“The Legislative Assembly having this day

agreed to the following resolutions, viz. :—

“1. That, in the opinion of this House, the
present means of communication between the
different ports of the colony are inadequate and
unsatisfactory.

“2. That the Government be empowered to
enter into an agreement with any company,
whose head-quarters in the Australian Colonies
shall be in Queensland, for a service, to be per-
formed upon the following basis :—

“g. The annual subsidy mnot to exceed
£15,000.

“p. The company to keep not less than five
steamers, of mnot less than 4C0 tons
register, and one steamer of not less
than 200 tons registrar, and two river
steamers, and a guaranteed speed of not
less than eight knots per hour, constantly
running in Queensland waters.

¢. Communication to be maintained weekly
between Brisbane, Cooktown, and the
intermediate ports.

“d. The time table to be arranged annually,
subject to the approval of the Post-
master-General.

“e. The subsidy to be payable from the
commencement of the service.

“f. The term of the proposed agreement
not to exceed ten years.

“g. All mails to be carried free. o

“ Beg now to transmit the same to the Legislative
Council, for their concurrence.
“Wu. HENRY WALSH,
Speaker.
“ Legislative Assembly Chamber,
Brisbane, 31st August, 1875.”

The PostMasTER-GENERAL moved—
That the House do concur in these resolutions.

He recapitulated the purport of the message,
and said that in respect to the northern
mail service he was for a considerable time
under the impression that the A.S.N. Co.,
who now had a contract from the Government,
had been more sinned against than sinning;
but he found out eventually that that com-
pany deserved all the condemnation that was
heaped upon them out of doors. He found
that they mnot only ran their steamers
irregularly, but that they did everything
they possibly could to get their steamers out
of the way when they were most required,
and not to please the Government. In fact,
unless they had a large subsidy, they cared
nothing for carrying the Queensland mails.
He gave, as an instance, that when the
arrival of the royal mail steamer at Glenelg
was signalled, the company, knowing well
what time she would arrive at Sydney
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and Melbourne, hurried away their steamers
beforehand, so that they should not bring on
the Queensland mails. = They sent their boats
away only a few hours before the arrival of
the “ Pera,” with the English mails, because
they had not a subsidy for carrying them on
from Sydney to Brisbane; and the con-
sequence was not only delay in the delivery
of the mails, but great inconvenience to the
publie. Again, with regard to the northern
trade, it was the practice of the company,
some time ago, to send their boats up from
Sydney full, when they would not be able
to take eargo from Brisbane for the northern
ports; indeed, they did not think it worthwhile
to come up to the wharf sometimes. Under
those circumstances, goods for the North
had remained here for weeks. Again, the
steamers did not start at the advertised time;
]out, often, twenty-four hours before or after,
Jjust as suited the Company ; which entailed
great expense upon passengers and extreme
irregularity in the postal service. In fact,
they did all they could tokeep up the connec-
tion which existed for a long time between
the northern ports, with the exception of
Maryborough, and Sydney, and to keep the
whole trade for Sydney to the exclusion of
Brisbane from any participation in it. - There
were thirteen ports on the coast of Queensland
north of Brisbane ; and they required regular
mail communication. Rockhampton, Towns-
ville, and Cooktown especially demanded it ;
and there were several intermediate places
that required to be attended to equally. In
fact, the seaports should have regular mail
communication, just as much as Toowoomba,
Xoma, and the 1nland towns of the colony ;
and for the conveyance of mails inland avery
large subsidy was paid by the Government.
Substantial mail coaches were provided on
several lines which facilitated the passenger
traffic with the interior of the colony. The
Government paid something like £15,000
a-year for the conveyance of mails inland,
and the effect of that expenditure was
further to open up the country; because,
no doubt, coaches were used where they
would not be used but for that subsidy, and
trafic was promoted by it. He had no
doubt that the coast service should be as
regular and reliable as the interior service.
‘With regard to freights and passage rates,
he desired to point out how the A.8.N. Com-
pany acted towards Queensland with the
view of keeping all the sea-borne trade of
the colony for the benefit of the neighbor-
ing colony of New South Wales, where the
head quarters of the company were situated.
There might have been an alteration since,
but lately the saloon fare between Brisbane
and Cooktown was £12 10s.; whilst the fare
between Sydney and Cooktown was £10.
The steerage fare was 10s. more from Bris-
bane than from Sydney; and freights, like-
wise, were 10s. a ton more from Brisbane
tha}n from Sydney, to Cooktown. So that the
object of the A.S.N. Company seemed to be
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to ignore altogether theinterests of Brisbane,
and to keep up the connection of the northern
ports entirely with Sydney. His (the Post-
master-General’s) opinions on the subject had
undergone a change since he came into office.
The A.S.N. Company’s boats were sent to
Brisbane for the convenience of the commer-
cial community of New South Wales, not in
the interest of the Brishane public. For one
mail they conveyed from the northern ports to
Brisbane, there were two or three carried to
Sydney. Cargo was kept waiting in Brisbane
when the boats from the South were freighted
for the North. However, since a contrach
had been entered into for a fortnightly mail
service, there had not been so many com-
plaints ; and, indeed, honorable members had
not heard so much about the separation of
the North, not even about financial separation,
since the service was instituted. The Govern-
mrent now paid the A.8.N. Company £6,000
a yeéar for thab service, including gratuities.
He had no doubt that the proposed weekly
service could be established at a price very’
little more in proportion than that now paid.
Porhaps, it would cost only £10,000, instead
of £15,000. If the weekly service should be
established, the country would hear the last
of Separation ; and North and South would
be united, and the whole people of the colony
would be one happy family. Honorable
gentlemen from the far districts of the North
and from the unsetiled interior would no
more come forward in Parliament with a
demand for Scparation. The reason why
Separation had been agitated for was that
the people at a distance had no connection
with Brisbane and the southern part of the
colony ; they had no regular communication
with the metropolis ; they were isolated from
the seat of Government. Those were some
of the reasons why the Council should agree
to the resolutions. He need not tell honor-
able gentlemen that they had been agreed to
almost unanimously in another place; and
he hoped they would be passed unanimously
by the Counecil. The service was to be for
eight knots, probably it would be nine, if the
Government chose to accept it. It was within
his own knowledge that the A.8.N. Company
were having steamers built now in England,
o run along the Queensland coast at a greater
speed than that of their boats in the northern
trade at present. Whoever should be Post-
master-General when the contract was entered
into would dcubtless see that it was to the
interest of the eolony that the mails should
be conveyed by fast steamers; which would
be an advantage not merely for the conveyance
of mails, but for passengers. Tenders would
be called for in the colony and out of the
colony. MeTaggart and Co. would have an
opportunity of tendering. He might say that
overtures had been made to the Government
already in regard to the proposed service.
But no fear or favor would be shown to any
firm or individual. Tenders would be called
for, and the Government would accept the
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best—it would not necessarily be the lowest—
for the service. Ifhonorable members wanted
any further information, he would giveit. If
the resolutions should not pass, the A.S.N.
Company would be soon playing their old
pranks; there would be no regular communi-
cation; trade would go past Brisbane to and
from the northern ports, as before. As
Queenslanders, it behoved honorable mem-
bers to see that the Government got some
benefit from the subsidy paid, and that it
would be as well to pay it in such a way as
would secure an eflicient service and establish
the trade between Brisbane and the northern
orts.

The Hon. G. Hazrrss said the Government
were entitled to every credit for having
brought forward such important resolutions
as those under consideration. If carried,
and he had no doubt they would be in their
entirety, they would tend to place this colony
upon something like a reasonable footing in
reference to the protection of her own trade.
For a number of years past the trade of
Queensland had been dirceted towards New
South Wales and other southern colonies,
cntirely, he thought, by the action of the
A.8.N. Co. They had adopted a practice of
charging lower rates and freights to and from
»Sydney and the northern ports than from
Brisbane. It was quite time that some such
action as was now proposed by the Govern-
ment should be taken to check the effects of
an outside policy so detrimental to the com-
mercial interests of this colony. For his own
part, he willingly supported the resolutions
. all particulars. As an instance of the
effects of the practice of the A.S.N. Co., he
called honorable members’ aftention to the
export of wool: wool being produced largely
in the colony, the shipment of it hence direct
to England might be commanded by this
colony. No. From the northern ports it
went 1 the A.S.N. Co.’s steamers, past Bris-
bane, to Syduney, to load British ships there.
That arose from the company charging the
same freights from the northern ports to
Sydney as to Brisbane, and in some instances
less for the longer trip. He had heard fre-
quently northern shippers—* We should like
to export direct from Brishane, but the A.8.N.
Co. give us better terms to Sydney: they
convey our wool and other produce for the
same rates to Sydney as to Brisbane, and, in
some instances, less.” Placing the A.S.N.
Co. in the position of common carriers—which
they were, neither more nor less—it was
thewr duty to charge so much per mile, the
same as by railway, for conveying produce;
and then this colony would be placed on a
proper footing to compete with New South
Wales in the trade of Qucensland. Perhaps
one or two of the resolutions might be a little
more explicit in their wording, but he should
hesitate to jeopardise thelr passing by any
alteration. He observed that there were to
be five sea-going steamers of 400 tons and
one of 200 tons, and fwo river steamers.
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Most honorable members were aware that
a river steamer could be of any size, from
five tons upwards. It might be a matter of
consideration for the Postmaster-General to
define the size of the river steamers, in order
to put the thing beyond doubt.

The Postamaster-GeENEraL said he would
do so.

The Hon. G. Harris: The subsidy was
not to exceed £15,000. Of course, he was
glad to have heard from the Postmaster-
General that tenders would be invited within
and outside the colony; but no mention was
made of the time when the tenders would be
called in by the Government. .

The Posraastin-Generax: The first of
January.

The Hon. G. Harris: Perhaps the honor-
able gentleman would mention, if the tenders
would be opened in London and in Brisbane
at the same time.

The PosTMASTER-GENERAL : Yes.

The Hon. G. Hagris: That was all that
was required. £15,000 per annum was a
liberal subsidy, and 1t represented interest on
a considerable ecapital-—more than would be
suflicient, he thought, to get up a strong
company to undertake the service.

The PostvasTER-GENERAL said he omitted
to mention that, under the new arrangement
proposed, the service would bq conducted
with six boats; three large sea-going steamers
to run between Brisbane and the most distant
northern ports—say, calling at Keppel Bay,
Flat-Top Island, Bowen, Townsville, Card-
well, and going on to Cooktown ; two smaller
steamers, one to run between Brisbane and
Rockhampton, via Maryborough, Bundaberg,
and Gladstone, and one, about 200 tons,

- between Rockhampton and Mackay, vid

Broadsound ; besides the two river steamers,
50 or 60 tons each, to meet the ocean steamers
in Keppel Bay and at Flat-Top Island. In
this arrangement, it was contemplated thag
the inglish mails by the Torres’ Straits
steamers would be taken on board the colo-
nial steamers at Keppel Bay, as, if the ocean
steamers called at Maryborough, it would
cause a detention of seven or eight hours,
because such large vessels could not go over
Wide Bay bar, and would have to go round
Break-sea-Spit. © The smaller steamers would
meet the mail steamers in Keppel Bay and at
Flat-Top Island, and take the English mails
to the intervening ports. The subsidy would
be at the rate of 7% per cent. on a capital of
£200,000; and it was caleulated that efficient
steamers, with all modern appliances, could
be provided for that sum.

The Hon. G. Harris : It appeared that the
intention was to ply between Brisbane and
Cooktown. In the eventof any port opening
beyond Cooktown ;—he presumed the Gov-
ernment would make the contract to meet
that contingeney P Otherwise, the resolutions
should apply to Cooktown or any port further
northward. If not, some difficulty might
arise hereafter, for want of such a provision.



1202 Gracemere Pre-emptive Bill.

Honorable members had seen many new ports
opened up in the North, and he hoped to
see other new ports established ;—indeed, it
might be expected.

The Hon. H. G. Srmrson observed that the
suggestion of the Honorable Mr. Harris was
rather an important one. Knowing the coast
as he {Captain Simpson) did, it was exceed-
ingly likely that a new port would be estab-
blished to the northward of Cooktown, in
what was called, he thought; Prineess Char-
lotte’s Bay, before the House were much
older. Most of the northern rivers came to
the sea in that bay; and, in his mind, there
was very little doubt that a port of very con-
siderable importance would be established
there. The matter was one that the Govern-
ment should look to. It was not necessary
that an amendment should be made in
the resolutions, so long as the Govern-
ment should not lose sight of such a con-
tingency. He looked upon the resolutions as

the most important measure of the session..

Such an undertaking had been required for
years; and he was very glad, now, to vote in
its favor. Ile thought it was quite safe, that
the Government would see the resolutions
carried out. The colony had been long at
the mercy of the A.8.N. Company. Two or
three futile atterapts had been made to free
the colony from the monopoly; but all oppo-
sition’ had been run down by the superior
capital and power of that company. The
great hope of the colony now was that a con-
tract would be taken by an efficient company,
backed by as much capital as were the A.S.N,
Company, to meet them on their own ground
of reducing prices and running at a loss. An
efficient competition was the only means to
give a chance to the coasting trade of the
colony. He felt perfectly confident that any

Government, armed with such resolutions, -

had the means of carrying into operation a
good and fair system of steam communica-
tion; and the Government ought not to be
fettered with conditions. The resolutions
should be left as they stood.

The question was put and passed; and on
the resumption of the House the resolutions
were reported, and the report was adopted.
"The nsual message was sent to the Assembly,
acquainting that House with the concurrence
of the Council in the resolutions.

GRACEMERE PRE-EMPTIVE BILL.

The Hon. H. B. Frrz said he had charge
of the Gracemere Pre-emptive Bill, by request.
It was, he thought, unnecessary to take up
the time of the House with any lengthy
Temarks wupon the measure. He imagined
that honorable members were pretty well
aware of the concession that the Government
were willing to make to Mr. William Archer;
otherwise, 1f they read the report of the
Select Committe of the Legislative Assembly,
to whom the Bill had been referred, with
Mz, Archer’s letter in the correspondence
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laid before that committee, it would show the
nature of the claim set up by Mr. Archer.
That gentleman had given up in the most
praiseworthy manner some 165 miles of
country which he held, when the Government
wanted additional land for the public; and,
in consideration for that, he merely asked
the Government to allow him an extended
pre-emptive right, to secure cerlain lands on
Gracemere Run, as described in the schedule
of the Bill. The following letter was
addressed by Mr. Archer to the Colonial
Secretary, on the date given :—

¢ Brisbane, 18th May, 1875.

“ Sir—Reforring to a conversation I had with
you this morning on the subject of the Bill I
purpose laying before Parliament, to acquire an
additional pre-emptive right on the leased portions
of the Gracemere and Meadow Flats Run, I may,
in the first place, mention that I have only been
induced to take this course with the full approval
of the late Minister for Lands, and his express
promise to induce his colleagues to support the
measure. By the enclosed petitions you will see
the grounds on which I claim the consideration
of the House, namely—That, from our proximity
to Rockhawnpton, the resumed portions of the
runs were eagerly selected, and we were at once
deprived of our grazing rights. That, in conse-
quence of the demand for land, we voluntarily
surrendered 165 square miles of the leased portion
of the run, on which we had very few improve-
ments, and, consequently, did not conditionally
select any portion of it. That we have erected
improvements to the value of £10,021 5s. on these
runs—of which £3,985 12s. 6d. worth are in the
immediate neighborhood of the lands applied for
under the Bill—and these improvements will, in
a greab measure, be vendered valueless, if we are
not allowed to acquire land in proximity to them,
for the purposes of depasturing stock—for which
the land is alone suitable. Thatthe land selected
has almost solely been taken up by conditional
selectors for pastoral purposes, and, if the Bill
was passed, each member of the firm which I
represent would only hold 4,340 acres of first and
second class pastoral land—the smallest area that
can profitably be worked in connection with our
improvements.

“To show the state of public feeling in our
district in regard to this matter, I beg to enclose
a petition which was got up, unsolicited on my
part, at the township of Gracemere, and printed
by order of the House last session. This petition
was signed by 126 conditional and homestead
gelectors and inhabitants of Rockhampton. The
resolution on which the petition is based is to the
following effect :—° That this meeting of free
sclectors and others, held at the township of
Gracemere, is of opinion that the petition to the
present Parliament, by Mr. Willlam Archer, on
behalf of himself and his co-partners, is one that
every member of this meeting concurs in and
supports.’ .

“In conclusion, I would beg to state that I
cannot see how the country can be injuriously
affected by granting the prayer of my petition, for
an extension of pre-emptive right in lieu of a right
of selection which has not bheen exercised, as the
effect of it would simply be the certainty of the
land being acquired by us, instead of the proba-
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bility of its being acquired by some other condi-
tional selector; and, considering that we have
now been settled upwards of twenty.yeavs on that
part of the country, and made a home on it, we
do not think we are claiming any excessive privi-
lege by the Bill.

“Trusting you will, on consideration, be able
to give the Bill a hearty support when it is
brought before the House,

“T have, &ec.,
“ WILLIAM ARCHER,
“ Managing Partner for Archer and Co.

“The Honorable The Colonial Secretary.”

Mr. Archer had petitioned the Assembly,
and the Bill which had been presented to the
House was, as a private Bill, referred to a
committee, and the committee found the pre-
amble proved, and agreed to the Bill, which
was then passed. As Mr. Archer truly
observed, he could not have acquired a larger
portion of land than he now held without the
consent of Parliament to the Bill. If he had
chosen fo adopt the system known as ¢ dum-
mying,” he might have done so, perhaps;
but honorable members who knew the repu-
tation of the Archer family in this colony,
knew that they would not resort to such a
system. As Mr. Archer told him (Mr. Fitz)
the other day, he would not have an acre of
land, the acquisition of which would not bear
the strictest investigation. He trusted that
the Bill would pass; and, without comment,
he moved,— '
That this Bill be now read a second time.

The question was put and passed, and the
Bill was advanced through all its succeeding
stages without demur, and returned to the
‘Assembly.

CROWN LANDS ALIENATION BILL.

The PostyasTer-GENERAL, in moving the
second reading of a Bill to- amend the law
relating to the Alienation of Crown Lands,
observed that it was a very short measure,
there being only nine clausesinit. The main
principle was to increase the homestead area

from 320 acres to 640 acres, and to allow

persons who had selected land and obtained
the deed of grant thereof, under the Home-
stead Act, to make a further selection to the
extent of the maximum ares named. The
Bill further entitled minors of eighteen years
of age to select land. He presumed the idea
was Dborrowed from New South Wales.
Lessees of land under the Crown Lands
Alienation Act of 1868, residing bond fide on
their selections, or any owners in fee of country
lands residing personally on their holdings,
were exempted from the conditions of resi-
dence on other selections of country land
within fifteen miles of that whereon they
resided, and so long as they resided thereon,
provided the selections of any one person did
not exceed 1,280 acres, inclusive of the land
he lived on. The clause applied to present
as well as future seleclors. The first two
clauses of the Bill were excellent provisions
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for the case of lessees who had become insol-
vent. Some time ago a case came before the
Supreme Court, Miskin ». Tully, in which
it was held by the judges that land acquired
under the Act of 1868, once it got into the
hands of the official assignee, could not
afterwards be dealt with. That was a state
of things that ought not o exist; the official
assignee ought to have the power to deal
with that land. He (the Postmaster-General)
thought the clauses were drafted originally
by Mzr. Thompson, Minister for Lands in the
late Government. It was necessary that
there should be some such provision in the
land law, in order that the creditors in an
insolvent estate should not suffer unneces-
sarily.

The Hon. T. L. Murray-Prior said he
should like to ask the Postmaster-General, in
the first place, what had become of the com-
prehensive Land Bill, which he some time
ago promised should be laid on the table of
the Council? Was this the Bill which he

‘had promised and for which the Honorable

Mr. Gregory had waited so long with his
resolutions P The House had reason, from
what the honorable gentleman had said, to
expeet more than what had come before them.
Instead of a comprehensive Land Bill, it was
nothing but a shred of a Bill, which, on the
last day of the session, the Postmaster-General
wished the House to pass.

The Posrmaster-GENERAL : To-morrow.

The Hon. T. L. MurraY-PrIOR : Was 1t
anything like the Land Bill which the House
had been taught to look for at the hands of
the Government ? Some time had elapsed’
between its first and second reading and its
committal in another place, during which the
Postmaster-General had promised much. e
(Mr. Prior) could sympathise heartily with
the honorable gentleman, who was very much
tried. But the House had been shown that
they could not depend upon promises made
on behalf o1 the Government. It was now
a great question, whether, on the last day of
the session, the Council should go on with
any Land Bill; and, for his own part, he
thought they ought not. Although he did
not intend to propose an amendment, yet he
would support one to that effect if any honor-
able member moved it. He thought it would
be far better to wait until a comprehensive
Land Bill was brought before the House than
that the statute book should be crowded with
a number of small measures, when the mean-
ing of those already in force not even the
lawyers could find out, nor what the condi-
tions of the land laws were which the people
had to fulfil. The country was erying out
for some knowledge of this matter. Yet,
after the long session, nothing was brought
up to the House by the Government but the
Bill now before honorable members. He
hoped that some honorable member would
make a motion for taking it off’ the paper;
or, at any rate, that the Bill would be so
altered as to be a better measure for the
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country gencrally than it could be in its
present shape.

The Hon. W. Wrirsox said he was very
much disappointed to find that the Land Bill
so long spoken of was such a miserable shred
as that before the House. And it was
brought in by a Ministry that commenced as
a great land reform Government. The House
had very good reason to be disappointed. In
the Ogpening Speech of the session, the Par-
liament was told of two measures which were
to be presented: the Land Bill and the
Selectors Relief Bill. The Council had not
seen the latter at all. 'What had become of
parts of the other as it was when it first came
before the other House? The House were
hardly called upon to consider the serap of a
Bill before them. Amendments had been
made in the Bill, many of which could not
solve the difficulties of the land question.
It was, he thought, too much, at this stage of
the session, and when the Standing Orders
were suspended, to expect honorable members
to pass the Bill: they had not time to con-
sider it—they saw this piece of paper only
this morning.

The Postaastsr-GENERAL: He was nob
going to put it through to-day.

The Hon. W. Wirson: It was too late
for the second reading. If an amendment
was moved for shelving the Bill he should
support it. )

the Hon. F. T. GrEcory: It was only
yestercay, or the day before, that the House
received a promise that the Bill would be laid
before them—that it would, at least, make its
appearance; and, really, after the length of
time they had been waiting to get some
measure from the Government that would
benefit the country, that would come in some
sort within the limits of the comprehensive
measures that they were led to expect from
the Opening Speech, here they were, at the
eleventh lLour, with a little scrap of a Bill
of few clauses, hardly one of which was
operative in any way for any good purpose
whatever. There was certainly a questionable
clause introduced for the emcouragement of
homestead selectors, who were, no doubt, a
very deserving class ; but it was very doubt-
full whether it was for the benefit of that
class that the homestead areas should be
increased. If the homesteads were increased
from 320 to 640 acres, only one-half of the
number of those who could now avail them-
selves of the privilege to select would be able
to do so under the Bill. The extent of
country, generally speaking, that was adapted
for that class was limited ; and the homestead
selectors would only crowd one another. He
might also mention that it had come to his
knowledge—he had alluded to it before—
that an attempt was made to convert home-
stead selections to the worst class of dummy-
ing in Queensland. There were men, now—
he would not say they committed perjury, by
offering to convey to anyone else—who were
doing what was done in New South Wales,
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becoming occupiers of land for no other
purpose than to sell it the moment they became
possessed of their-title, and to move further
off. He asked, was that for the benefit of
the country? He denied that it was. He

_was opposed to the grasping capitalist taking

up the country; but the Government were
now going to allow another class to do it.
The worst of it was, that the revenue would
be deprived of those proper and reasonable
results from the sales of Crown lands which it
ought to receive. The difference over and
above the homestead payments went into the
pockets of a class of men who arrived from
the other eolonies for the purpose he de-
soribed. If they really settled on the land,
he should be the last to interfere with them
in any way. As he stated only two days ago,
when he, under the promise of the introduc-
tion of the Government Land Bill, withdrew
the Bill of which he had charge for some
time, drawn up by a Select Committee, he did
it in the hope that he could engraft a portion
of the latter Bill to meet the requirements
of the present time upon the Government
measure. The House did not expect such a
serap of a Bill as was now before them;
presented, too, when, according to the Post-
master-Greneral, the session was within less
than a week of its end. He was the last to
try to burke any measure; but the present
Bill, instead of bencfiting any one, would
encumber the statute book with another leaf’;
and so, contrary to his intentions when he
came down to the House, to go into the Bill
clanse by clause, he should now move, by
way of amendment—

That the word “now” be omitted from the
question, with the view to add at the end, the
words “this day six months.”

The Postmaster-GENERAL said he hoped
the House would not agree to the proposal
of the Honorable Mr. Gregory, who had not
pointed out where the Bill was defective, but
had merely stated that it was not a compre-
hensive Bill. The honorable gentleman had
not shown that it was in any way unsatisfac-
tory to the country; but if it was, it would
be for him to endeavor to engraft his amend-
ments upon the Bill,

The Hon. F. T. GrEcory: Did the House
sit long enough P

The PostMasTrr-GENERAL : It was not his
intention to ask them to sit long, to-day, on the
Bill. The honorable member would have
time to prepare his amendments by to-morrow.
The honorable gentleman could not have any
real objection to any principle of the Bill.
Let it go to committee, and he could make it
a comprehensive measure. -

The Hon. W. Hosss : He hoped the hon-
orable gentleman would not press his amend-
ment to a division. There were some clauses
in the Bill which were calculated to be of
great service to the country; and if the
Honorable Mr. Gregory would, on the advice
of the Postmaster-General, incorporate his
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amendments in the Bill, it would, no doubt,
e all right.

The Hon. A. B. Bucaanay said he should
be rather sorry to see the Bill thrown out.
It was a very small affair, but if it got into
committee, something might be done with it.
He wondered that the Postmaster-General
was not ashamed to bring it forward, after
all the talk there had been about it. .

The Hon. H. G. Stupson said he thought
that, under all the cireumstances, it would be
best to pass the second reading, and see if
the Bill could not be amended in committee.
Certain clauses in the Bill of which the Honor-
able Mr. Gregory had had charge, and to
which he (Captain Simpson) had objected,
might be brought forward by him as amend-
ments on the present Bill, in which they would
be placed properly. To-morrow would be
time enough to go into committee, and, mean-
time, the honorable gentleman could shape
his amendments.

The Hon. H. B. Frrz: The Government
made a great mistake in introducing the Bill
at the fag-end of the session. They only
required to increase the homestead selections
from 320 to 640 acres. It would have been
better for them to have introduced Mr.
Thompson’s Bill, which was a goodone. He
should always oppose a Bill brought in at the
end of the session for dealing with the land.
The Honorable Mr. Gregory’s amendments
would not be accepted, he (Mr. Fitz) knew,
by the Assembly ; so it would be a perfect
waste of time going into committee on the
Bill. The only gain in doing so, would be to
place the onus of shelving the Bill on the
other House. The Council had best deal
with the Bill at once.

The Hon. W. Wizsox : The Bill could be
very easily disposed of. It proposed to
increase homestead selections, and to care for
the interests of creditors. He thought there
were a great many other interests which
onught io be embraced in such a Bill. The
Government could not say that they had not
had a hint of what was wanted. He had
asked the Postmaster-Greneral certain ques-
tions about the Land Bill and the Selector’s
Relief Bill; and the Government had only
themselves to blame, if the present measure
should be shelved. However, if reasonable
time was given for its consideralion in commit-
the second reading might be allowed to pass.

The Hon. J. F. Mc¢Dovcarn said the Post-
master-General should be ashamed of his
chicken, which had been four or five months
ineubating ; for the Bill was one of the most
contemptible that was ever seen or heard
of in the Council ;—and that, too, after all
the promises that had been made of a com-
prehensive Land Bill! He asked, was it
worth the consideration of the House? He
felt that a Bill of its nature should not be
taken into consideration at all, at so late a
period of the session. The proper way of
dealing with it was that proposed by his
honorable friend, Mr. Gregory.
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The Hon. T. L. Murray-PrIoR expressed
his hope that the Honorable Mr. Gregory
would press his amendment to a division.
If he saw any means, in the ensuing two or
three weelks, say, of doing what some honor-
able gentlemen had suggested, he should be
very glad to assist them in committee in
amending the Bill, There were some mat-
ters in it, which, if brought forward another
time, he should support. If a comprehensive
Land Bill should be hereafter brought for-
ward, honorable members should be un-
shackled, which they would not be if the
present Bill became law. The first elause
Tan— ]

“If the estate or interest of any lessee of land
under the fifty-first section of ¢ The Crown Lands
Alienation Act of 1868 shall have heretofore
passed by operation of law to any assignee or
trustee under the provisions of any laws for the
time being in force relating to insolvency such
assignee or trustees shall upon proof being made
to the satisfaction of the Governor in Counecil
within two years from the passing of this Act that
the several conditions required by the said Act
have been performed in respect of such land;”—

and so on, the deed of grant should issue.
‘Well, would it not be as well to ascertain
what those “ conditions” were, before passing
another Act? The same with respect to the
second clause of the Bill, which would have
to be very much altered to divest it of the
character of class legislation. The Bill was
only applieable to cne class of the commus-
nity; in forther proof of which, he quoted
the third clause :—

“ Whenever any lessee of any land under the
provisions of the said Act who resides personally
and bona fide thereon or any owner in fee of any
land which if it had not been alienated from the
Crown would be country land who resides perso-
nally and &ona fide thereon shall have selected
any other country lands within a distance of
fifteen miles from his said residence he shall in
such case but for so long only as he shall conti-
nuously and bona fide reside on the first-men-
tioned land be exempt from the condition of
residence in vespect of such last mentioned lands

“ Provided that such exemption shall not ex-
tend to any selections of greater area inthe aggre-
gate than one thousand two hundred and eighty
acres inclusive in the case of a lessce of the selee-
tion whereon he so resides. . . L7
He supposed that applied to the Act of 1868.
But, he asked, if a person holding 1,280 acres
of land was not obliged to have a bailiff on
each selection, why should the person who
held a greater area be obliged to have a
bailiff? Every clause in the Bill was of a
piece with those—class legislation entirely.
He could not possibly see how it could be
amended in a shovt time, even with the
amendments which his honorable friend, Mr.
Gregory, could bring forward. Other hon-
orable members might wish to make other
amendments, or to alter his amendments.
What would be the consequence? Instead
of an Act properly worded, the country would
have one more unintelligible than the Act of
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1868. The only thing the House could do,
on the last day of the session—for the Appro-
priation Act might come up, this evening, if
honorable members waited long enough—and
they had passed the Loan Bill without loolk-
Ing at it—was, to do away with the Land Bill,
which they were expected to pass without
consideration.

The Hon. E. I. C. BrowxE said he thought
the Government mountain in labor had most
certainly brought forth a very .ridiculous
mouse. After all that had been said in
anticipation of its produetion, he thought the
House might have looked for a much more
valuable document—a very muchmorelengthy
one; but for all that, he thought it would be
very cruel and unkind to the Government,
after all their labors o keep their promise to
the Council and to the other House, if hon-
orable members should refuse to entertain
the Bill. There were only two features in
the Bill, and those he approved of ; therefore,
he should vote for the second reading. Those
features were, that minors, aged eighteen,
would be allowed to select homesteads; and
that the area of homesteads would be ~ex-
tended.

The Hon. G. Harris said he quite agreed
with the remarks of the Honorable Mr.
Browne. He thought it would be a matter of
regret that the Bill should be lost, whatever
its value might be; and the House might
tale it as something onaccount. Very great
promises had been made in- connection with
the Bill; and the House had had fair reason

“to expect that a measure of a more comypre-
hensive character would be placed before
them. e certainly agreed with the main
features of the Bill, that minors should be
permitted to select homesteads, and that the
area of homestead seleetions should bedcubled.
It had some advantages ; and if it was passed,
the House might, next session, look for and
perhaps receive the more comprehensive
measure that had been promised.

Question—That the word proposed to e
omitted stand part of the question—put, and
the House divided : —

CoxrunNTs, 11.

The Honorables D. F. Roberts, J. Mullen,
A. B. Buchanan, W. Hobbs, G. Harris, W.
Thornton, J. C. Heussler, E. I. C. Browne,
H. @&. Simpson, &, Thorn, and H. B. Fitz,

Not-CoxTENTS, 5.

The onorables F. T. Grregory, J. F. McDougall,
‘W.D. White, W. Wilson, and T. L. Murray-Prior,

Resolved in the affirmative.

The original question was then put and
passed, and the Bill was read a second time.

The PosTarasTErR-GENERAL then moved—

That the consideration of this Bill in committee
stand an Order of the Day for to-morrow,

The Hon. F. T. GrEGORY moved—

That the consideration of this Bill in committee,
stand an Order of the Day for Wednesday next.
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Having tested the sense of the House, he said
he did not wonder at their decision, seeing
that he was himself vety much averse to
throwing out the wretched production before
them. However, honorable members’ votes
were now placed on record. To go into com-
mittee to-morrow was like trying to drive
the Bill through the House by force of the
majority the Postmaster-General had at his
back. The fact of the matter was, that it was
impossible for any one to prepare amendments
on the Bill within twenty-four hours. The
Bill had hardly been before honorable mem-
bers more than that time. For himself, much
as he disapproved of any honorable member
absenting himself from the House, he should
be very much inclined to go away home. The
time of the Council had been trifled with so
contemptuously that he felt averse to assist
in passing a measure over which the House
had been so treated. He hoped honorable
members would not think he was out of
temper, though he was speaking warmly :
he spoke warmly because he spoke from
convietion. If the committal were put off
until Wednesday, he should assist in the
consideration of the Bill.

The PostMasTER-GENERAL : No.

The Hon. F. T. Grrcory: If not, he
should oppose him at every stage of the Bill
by every form of the House.

The Hon. H. G. Simpsox said he was very

-sorry to have heard one remark from the

Honorable Mr. Gregory, that he had an idea
of throwing up . everything connected with
the business of the country, because matters
had not taken a course exactly in accordance
with what he thought they should have done.
There was a great temptation for honorable
members to take that line; but they ought
to guard themselves against it. He (Captain
Simpson) should be happy to assist him in
putting into the present Bill those two
clauses of the Land Laws Interpretation Bill
to which he had previously referred, and
which he had protested against as out of
place in that Bill, being for the relief of selec-
tors under the Land Acts of 1866 and 1868.
Honorable members knew the clauses. If it
was only to test the opinion of the country
on the point, he should like to see them
brought forward; though he was not quite
certain as to their advisability, or otherwise.
It was, at any rate, a mistake for honorable
members to throw up their duties, if they
could not get things carried as they thought
they ought to be. Two honorable gentlemen
had gone away since yesterday, for that
reason ; and if others did the same, there
would be a very beggarly account of empty
benches.

The Hon. W. Wizsos said he should
support the amendment. To go into com-
mittee on the Bill to-morrow was out of the
question, considering the number of its
clauses.

The question was put and the original mo-
tion was carried.
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STATE EDUCATION BILL.
The House went into committee, for the
further consideration of this Bill.
Clause 12—Trustees of non-vested schools

may, with assent of Minister, eonvey to the '

corporation.  Fair value to be paid. Mode
of assessment. Mode of application of pur-
chase money.

The PostMasTerR-GENERAT said that under
this clause it was optional on the part of
the trustees of non-vested schools to make
them State schools. He was surprised that
the President objected to it last night, and he

doubted if the honorable gentleman would

continue to do so. Some of the non-vested
schools had already come under the State.

The Presipent said, notwithstanding the
doubts of the Postmaster-General, he should
continte to " oppose the clause; and the
honorable gentleman’s inability to see
why opposition should be offered to it,
entitled him to give some reason, at any rate,
for eontinuing to oppose it. There was no
compulsion upon the trustees, said the honor-
able gentleman. Well, that showed great
diseretion on the part of the originators of
the Bill; because, if they so dealt with one
kind of trust propery as to compel a transfer,
they would establish a precedent for dealing
with any other kind of private property in
the same manner, and for interfering with
the validity of personal rights. When the
amalgamation of the National and Denomi-
national School Boards was enacted by the
Education Act of 1860, the property held by
them was transferred as Government pro-
perty to the General Board then established.
But, in the present case, the non-vested
schools, either Roman Catholic or Church of
.England, were private property, held in trust
for certain purposes, on behalf of the sub-
seribers.  If those persons who were in the
position of trustees gave up their trusts in
the way mentioned by the Postmaster-
General, because they were invited to do so,
as in the Bill, they were guilty of what he
(the President) could not but consider a
breach of trust. Certain advantages were
held out by the Bill, for a certain purpose.
Truly, this’ measure was not quite so gare-
faced an attempt as the Bill of last session,
which had been introduced by the honorable
member for Oxley ; as in that, a sort of bribe
was held out.to the trustees, that they might
dispose of the school property and put the
proeeeds into their own pockets. However,
the inducement was not put forward fairly.
If, eventually, it should happen that all non-
vested schools were done away with, it would
be quite justifiable in the Government to
resume the land by Act of Parliament. He
should not move any amendment on the
clause, but he should vote against it, and he
hoped some honorable members would divide
with him, in order to prevent its becoming
part of the Bill,

The Hon. H. G. Stursox called attention
to the fact that great need was felt by honor-
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able members to see the effect of the im-
portant amendments that were made in the
Bill at the previous sitting. He was in-
clined to move the adjonrnment of the com-
mittee until the amendments were printed
and in the hands of honorable members.

The Hon. F. T. Grecory observed that
one question required an answer from the
Postmaster-General before the clause was put
finally. The schools were to be purchased ;
to whom would the purchase-money be paid P
The trustees would be, he presumed, the
parties recognised by the Minister in handing
over the monev. What were they to do with
it? It was originally subscribed by many
persons for the schools, and the land was, in
many instances, given by private persons. It
was a remarkable defect in the Bill that no
provision was made upon that point.

The PostMasTER-GENERAL: Of course, he
was acquainted with only one school, in Ips-
wich.

The PresIpENT: It was not the practice to
print amendments until the report of the
committee was adopted. .

The Hon. H. G, Simpson : It was a pity
that they could not be printed.

The PrESIDENT: Another curious feature
in the clause before the committee was, that
the trustees of a non-vested school were only
called upon to obtain the * consent of the
Minister in that behalf” for the sale or trans-
fer of the school to the corporation, and to
give up their trust. ‘

Question—That clause 12, as read, stand
part of the Bill—put, and the committee di-
vided :—

CONTENTS, 7.

The Honorables W. Hobbs, E. 1. C. Browne,
W. Thornton, T. L. Murray-Prior, J. C. Heussler,
W. Wilson, and G-. Thorn.

Nor-CoNTENTS, 8.
The Honorables Sir M. C. O’Connell, A. B. Bu-
chanan, F. T. Gregory, J. F. McDougall, W. D.
‘White, J. Mullen, I G. Simpson, and H. B. Fitz.

Resolved in the negative.
Clause 14—

“The trustees committee of management teach-
ers or other person now receiving aid from the
Board in respect of any primary school the pro-
perty wherein is not vested in the said Board shall
be entitled to continue to receive the same aid and
subject to the same conditions as are now appli-
cable thereto until the thirty-first day of December
one thousand eight hundred and eighty Provided
that the amount of aid given in any such case
shall not be increased after the passing of this
Act.”

The PosrmasrER-GENERAL recommended
the clause as a compromise which had met
with approval elsewhere.

The Hon. F. T\ GreGoRY said he questioned
very much if the Government would venture
to do such a thing as to stop the aid now
given to the non-vested schools. If the clause
was amended by the limitation being left out,
the schools would be in the same position as
at present, as every year the money must be
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voted, and their existence would depend upon
the opinion of Parliament. He moved the
omission of all the words following *thereto”
down to the word “eighty.” The non-vested
schools would then exist on their merits, and
would be supported accordingly.

The Posrmasrre-GEweran: That would
commit the country to the system of non-
vested schools, and that would not be consis-
tent with the fifth clause of the Bill, which
was already passed, and which enacted that
the system of education for the colony should
be secular, The honorable gentleman should
recollect that last night the President carried
an amendment that the teachers in non-vested
schools should give religious instruction after
the hours devoted to secular instruction. He
did not see how honorable members could
reeoncile themselves to two systems of in-
struction.

The Hon. A. B. BucHanaw said the
Honorable Mi. Gregory bad shown clearly
that the omission of the clause would have a
beneficial effect on the non-vested schools.
He should support it, and he suggested the
omission of the proviso following the words
proposed to be omitted.

The Hon, H. G. Simeson supported the
amendment.

The PrestpeNt supported the amendment,
being convinced also that that portion of the
elause to which the Honorable Mr. Buchanan
had referred should also be thrown out. The
proviso was put in the Bill, because, during
the last two years, the full amount of aid that
ought justly to be given under the Act of
1860 was not given. Therefore, if the Bill
passed, the Minister might hereafter refuse
to accede to the just claims of the non-vested
schools. There was a little picce of J esuitry,
he fancied, in the wording of the clause ; and
it would be wise on the part of the House to
get rid of it, in order that there might not be
divided opinions amongst the lawyers as to
the construction of the law. The Honorable
Mr. Gregory said that one object of his
amendment was that the non-vested system
should have a fair trial. In the unfair trial
that the system had, in those portions of the
colony where the two systems were at work,
where they were brought into competition,
the non-vested system was shown to be strong
in the affections of the people and equally
favored with the secular system, so far as
the attendance at the schools was concerned.
As honorable members were aware, through
the unhappy differences which existed between
the various sections of the community on
religious subjects, they could not come to any
conclusion as to any one plan of education, or
meet on one common platform. Tt was
thought best, therefore, when the Education
Act was passing, that there should be secular
schools and denominational sehools where the
population admitted of both; where the
people were gathered in good number, leave
was given to those who could afford it to
establish schools of their own denomination,
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which were to receive that fair amount
of support to which they were entitled.
That combined system had been going on for
a good many years; and in spite of great
injustice done by the Board of General
Education to the non-vested schools—their
administration had been a partial one—it had
proved all he said. Had the administration
of the Board been just and fair, had the
Board held the balance evenly between all
classes of people, the non-vested schools
would not have been objected to, except by
extreme bigots, who received no countenance
in the Council. By all means in their power
the Board had oppressed the non-vested
schools; yet, notwithstanding that oppres-
sion, what appeared in the last report of the
Board of Education laid before Parliament ?
He had taken the trouble to pick out the
numbers of children attending the vested and
the non-vested schools within the municipal
boundaries of Brisbane, and he found that
there were 4,300 children in the vested
schools and 3,045 in the non-vested schools.
Amongst the vested schools was the Normal
School, an exceptional cstablishment, main-
tained at very great expense, and at which
great advantages were given to the children
who attended it. If the attendance at the
Normal School was deducted from the total
of the vested schools, the number remaining
was 2,369 children in the vested schools as
against 3,045 in the non-vested schools; so
that there was an exceéss in favor of the latter
schools of 676 children. The vested schools
cost the country £11,828, including the
Normal 8chool, which alone cost £4,338,
leaving the amount for the others £6,990, for
the education of 2,369 children. The cost to
the State of the non-vested schools, with
3,045 children, was £3,842—he left out the
odd shillings—being a difference of £3,148
below the vested schools. In other words,
the--cost to the State of educating the
children in the vested schools would be found
to be nearly £2 for every £1 in the non-
vested schools. That proved conclusively,
he thought, that the vested system was the
most expensive to the country. If the most
expensive, it might be the most eflicient.
Well, that could be learned from the reports
of the Inspectors appended to the Annual
Report of the Board of Edueation. He
found in Mr. Anderson’s report upon the
Brisbane schools, the following :—

“ Non-vested schools are generally, but not
always, inferior to those vested in the Board only
in the character of the buildings in which they
are held, and in the quality of the furnitare.
They are equally well supplied with material for
instruction, and the teachers differ nothing in
training and professional ability. Nothing is
taught (during school hours, or by the teacher) in
the non-vested schools which is not also taught in
the vested, and all that is taught in the vested
schools is also taught in the non-vested. Under
eircumstances so nearly the same, the results of
the instruction are very much alike, the character
of cach non-vested school being, as elscwhere,
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that which is due to the ability, efficiency, skill,
and personal qualifications of its teachers.”

He (the President) had put arguments before
the committee which, he thought, it would
be difficult to refute, in proof of the non-
vested system being, at any rate, an econo-
mical and efficient system, and one quite as
effectual in providing education for the people
of this country as the vested system. There-
fore, he supported, as willingly as he could
support any measure in the House, the
amendment of the Honorable Mr. Gregory.
He asked the honorable gentleman to agree
to the suggestion of the Honorable Mr.
Buchanan to eliminate the proviso to the
clause.

The Hon.T. L. Murrav-Prior said, whilst
he was willing to save vested rights, he could
not vote for the amendment as a whole. The
first amendment, moved by the Honorable
Mz, Gregory, should be put by itself. He
must vote against the elimination of the
Proviso.

The PosTMASTER-GENERAL : If the amend-
ment should be carried, he was certain it
would not pass in another place. His objec-
tion to the mnon-vested or denominational
schools was, that sectarianism and bigotry
were practised in them. He recollected the
case of a bishop denying the right of confir-
mation to children because they attended the
State schools. Was that liberty of thought?
Was it to be tolerated that parents were fo
be dictated to how they were to deal with
heir children ? The non-vested schools
brought about that state of things. He
contended that State aid to those schools was
State aid to religion. It was within his
knowledge, that in some non-vested schools
of the colony, the aid did not go to the
teachers, but to the ehurch.

Howoraprr MEyszrs : Name.

The PostyasreEr-GENERAL : He would not
name ; but he would mention the district——
his own district—where raoney given for
education went to the church instead of into
the hands of the teachers. Why not let the
non-vested schools die out in five years and
a-half P He was certain that if the clause
was not accepted, the non-vested system
would not get better terms than were
now offered. Those schools must come to an
end some time. They could not, any more
than the clergymen to whom allowances were
granted from Separation, live for ever.

The Hon. H. B. Frrz: The Postmaster-
Geueral actually made.a charge of perjury
against somebody connected with the Roman
Catholic schools.

The PostMasTEr-GENERAL: He did not.
He spoke of a school in his district.

The Hon. H. B. Frrz: He did not think
money granted for education could be mis-
appropriated, because the salaries of the
teachers were fixed by regulations of the
board. He should support the amendment.

The Hon. W. Wirsox regarded the clause
as a mistake. The time for the non-vested

40
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schools to close might be shortened. If the
amendment was passed, it would prevent the
Bill ever coming into operation.

The Prestpent would take the honorable
gentleman who spoke last as an exponent of
extreme opinions, with which he had no
sympathy. He was glad to be in the eom-
mittee to take the opposite side, and to bring
the question to the test. The honorable
gentleman forgot that the parents of the
children, Protestants and Roman Catholics,
who sat in the non-vested schools, desired
that their children should be taught what
they believed in as the profound truths of
thelr religion, and that, to that end, they had
contributed from their own means to the
erection of their schools; also, that th.ey
contributed to the public revenue which
defrayed the cost of the State schools as
much as those people who alone availed
themselves of the State schools as distinct
from the non-vested schools. The argument
of the Postmaster-General, that because a
Roman Catholic bishop refused certain
religious advantages to children attending
the State schools he would not allow denomi-
nations to have schools of their own excepb
at their own expense, was an example of
cross-reasoning. People who contributed to
the revenue from which education was pro-
vided were to have no share in it, buj; were
to provide their own schools out of their own
pockets, in addition to their eontributions tp
the State schools: that was intolerance, if
ever anything was. He saw honorable mem-
bers counting heads and names. That was
not the proper way to discuss questions in
Parliament. Not that speeches in the House
would now convince any one. They had
decided, no doubt, which way they would
vote; and, after the arguments that had
been advanced in favor of justice being
accorded to the mon-vested schools, it was
only in pursuance of a foregone conclusion
that the clause before the committee could
be supported. )

The Hon. W. Wrizsox did not, he said,
dictate that denominations should not have
schools of their own ; but he thought it was
an unfair advantage that money should be
given to them Ly the State. In a few years
after the non-vested schools should have
been done away with, no doubt the parties
who now supported them would take an
equal share in the State schools with other
people.

The Hon. J. C. Hrusster contended thap
the President’s argument was not logic. e
did not see that honorable gentlemen who
supported the clause were actuated by intoler-
ance. The Bill leit the school houses open
to all denominations for religious instruetion
after school hours; and the ministers could
walk in and teach their children their
particular tenets. As he had described, on
the second reading of the Bill, such was the
practice in the schools of his native country.
The clergymen of this colony would, undex
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the Bill, have the same rights or privileges
as they had in Germany. Why did not the
clergymen of this colony avail themselves of
their opportunities? Because they were tod
lazy, he supposed. Why did not they do
their duty P He had not intended to express
himself in that way ; but as it had burst out,
there it was. He thought the clergy of the
present day were just as bigoted as they
were 1,700 years ago ; if they were in power,
they would do just the same as when they
used to burn their fellow mortals. He did

not discriminate—he spoke of all. He had’

a friend, here, who when he had a child born
to him, the minister refused to baptise it.
“ Why ? " asked his friend. * Because,” said
the clergyman, * you are not a member of
the church.” Well, he (Mr. Heussler) would
not be forced into that church. He was a
Christian, a member of the Christian church
all over the world; and he could go any-
where without reference to any particular
creed. He should vote with all his heart
and all his power against denominational
schools, where a creed was taught, but no
religion. In his peculiar career of life he had
experience of a great many denominations,
from his school days, when he was associated
with members of all religions very happily,
to the present time. e had lived in various
countries—Holland, France, Italy, in different
States of Germany, England, Australia, and
in the East; and he found they were every-
where alike. Referring particularly to the
action of the Honorable Mr. Gregory, he
expressed his surprise at it ; his high idea of
Freemasonry, which put all the world on one
footing, without giving Christianity any ad-
vantage at all, every creed being alike, should
make him deal with all men as one great
family—unless the honorable gentleman was
a humbug! He (Mr. ITeussler) remarked,
amongst other things, that in the first and
second centuries there was no Trinity at all :
that doctrine was decided upen by the vote of
a Council, just as the House would decide on
the clause now under consideration. He
occupied neutral ground, and he observed
things, and sometimes he spoke when he felt
moved. As to the question of expense, there
was nothing so fallacious as statistics, when,
sometimes, one side of the question was left
out. It might be true that the non-vested
schools were, compared with the State schools,
a little cheaper ; but it must not be forgotten
how the pockets of individuals were emptied
in anotherand indirect way—there was nothing
but begging and praying going on all round
for those schools.  in the words of one of the
great German philosophers, Goéthe, *“the
Church has a large stomach;” and this was
not less true now than ever.

The PresipEntT: He had not said it: he
quoted from the report of one of the in-
spectors.

The Hon. J. C. Heusster : If the teaching
was the same in the non-vested and the vested
schools, it was an argument in his favor. If
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there was no difference in them, what was the
use of still standing up for non-vested schools
which admittedly offered no advantage beyond
what would be afforded by the State schools
under the Bill? He should vote for the
clause in order to bring the people more
together and united in brotherhood. That
was, for this world, quite suflicient; as far as
the other world was concerned, each indi-
vidual must be left to right himself with his
God !

Y he Hon. F. T. GrEcory, in reference to
the honorable gentleman’s remark about
Freemasons, said that one of the great lead-
ing prineiples of the fraternity was, to tole-
rate every brother, whatever his views might
be, so long as he was a man of true religious
feeling : universal toleration !

Question—That the words proposed to be
omitted be so omitted—put, and the Com-
mittee divided :—

CoNTENTS, 7.
The Honorables Sir M. C. O’Connell, J. Mullen,
T. L. Murray-Prior, A. B. Buchanan, H. G.
Simpson, ¥. T. Gregory, and H. B. Fitz.

Not-CoNTENTS, 8.
The Honorables W. Thornton, G. Harris,
J. C. Heussler, G. Thorm, W. Hobbs, J. F.
MecDougall, E. I. C. Browne, and W. Wilson.

Resolved in negative.

The Hon. H. G. Srmpson said, as that
réasonable amendment had been negatived,
it became incumbent on him to bring forward
another. It was, that all the words after the
word ¢ until” should be omitted, with a view
to-the insertion in their stead, of the words,
“ the Legislative Council and Legislative Assem-
bly shall have, within one session, passed a resolu-
tion affirming the desirabiity of withdrawing
such aid.”

He thought it a very reasonable amendment
to bring forward. It was introduced in
another place, but defeated there, though
supported by a large number of honorable
members, including those not the least
remarkable for their ability and independence.
With other honorable members, he regarded
the 14th clause as the crucial test on which the
fate of the Bill depended. He could not for
a moment admit that the feeling of the
country was in favor of such a clause. For
the reason that the Education Bill had been
made a political question, he should oppose
it from beginning to end. He thought that it
should not-have been treated in that manner.
1t should be gone into on its own merits. The
arbitrary stroke of an arbitrary Minister’s
pen was the beginning of it. That was not
the way it should have been done. For his
(Captain Simpson’s} own part, he cared very
little whether education was secular or deno-
minational, or anything else ; but he believgd
firmly that the compulsory part of the Bill
would be found utterly unworkable, as it was
uncalled for, in this colony with its scattered
population. Besides, there was not a labor-
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ing man in the colony who was not able to
pay for the education of his children.

The Presipe~t said he strongly objected
to the proviso remaining in the clause, because
it left in doubt the amount which the non-
vested schools should receive from the
Minister for Public Instruction, who would
take the place of the Board. He had more
than once stated that the amount of aid given
to the denominational system was restricted,
and illegally so; and he feared that the
restriction would be continued if the clause
was passed as it was in the Bill. Therefore,
it was desirable that the proviso should come
out of the clause ; and he should be ready to
move its omission. He régretted that the
quesiion was to be decided in so small a
House, to-night, as the opinion of the majority
would not be represented. Honorable mem-
bers were arguing a question which in all
probability would have to be argued again,
because those who were absent would not
accept the decision of the present committee.
It was very easy to make lists in favor of the
Bill; but, he durst say, those who were
opposed to it could muster their forces and
out-number the majority that would beat
them to-night. Therefore, it was futile pro-
bably to be now discussing a question which
he regarded as of the highest importance, on
which no honorable member was likely to
give up his opinion. He trusted that the
committee understood what Parliamentary
tactics were; and that it was not likely a
temporarily weak party would accept a
present defeat as the final one.

The question for the omission of the words
was put and negatived on a division, as
before :—Contents, 7; Not-Contents, 8.

The Prusipent moved—

That the proviso be omitted.

e did so, he said, for the following rea-
sons :—That the aid now given was not the
aid which ought fairly to be given to the
non-vested schools in existence; and that if
the proviso passed, there would be legal war-
rant for the Minister administering the Bill
to refuse to increase the scanty and starved
contributions of the Board to those sehools.
The Minister might be more amenable to
moral and religious influences than the Board,
which had neither a soul to be saved nor a
body to be kicked. Even believing that a
gentleman holding the position of a respon-
sible Minister would be more careful of his
character than to attempt to override an Act
of Parliament which he was administering;
still, he (the President) did not think it was
safe to leave a proviso which would give him
ostensible and legal power to refuse further
aid than that which was given at the present
time. to non-vested schools. He did not know
how to word the proviso so as to avoid the
difficulty he apprebended and that he had
pointed out; therefore he desired to adopt
the safer plan of striking it out altogether,
so that the Minister would be required to
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give such an amount of aid to non-vested
sehools as was contemplated by the Aect of
1860. It had been held that the DBoard’s
regulations were law equal to an Act of Par-
liament : it was not safe to leave any clause
in the Bill which would be open to discussion
hereafter.

The question for the omission of the pro-
viso was put and negatived, on a division :—

CoNTeNTS, 7. :

The Honorables Sir M. C. O'Connell, H. G.
Simpson, F. T. Gregory, A. B. Buchanan, J.
Mullen, J. F. McDougall, and H. B. Fitz.

Nor-Conrtents, 8.

The Honorables T. L. Murray-Prior, W. Wil-
son, E. I. C. Browne, G. Harris, W. Hobbs, d.
C. Heussler, W. Thornton, and G. Thorn.

The PrEsipENT said that the proviso in
being retained in the Bill, so far as his feeling
towards it was concerned, he should oppose
it in every particular, and on every line; and
he would exhaust all the forms of the House
to the conclusion of it. So dishonest a pro-
viso ought not to have been retained. The
action of the Board towards the non-vested
schools was tyrannical and illegal, and
the proviso would give authority to the
Minister for Public Instruction to continue
that tyrannical and oppressive conduct. He
was not at all coneerned at the refusal of the
committee to omit the restricting part of the
clause, for he was quite sure that the five
years yet to run would enable the non-vested
schools to beat the others out of the field in
the estimation of the community. But if
they were to be continued under humiliating
circumstances until 1880, he thought it was
much better to fight the battle now, and that
the two parties should take their places
oprosite to each other on the hustings.. The
Bill was now one which it was desirable by
all means in the power of those who were
opposed to it, to throw oubt; and he now
moved-—

That the Chairman do now leave the chair, re-
port progress, and ask leave to sit again to-morrow.

The Hon. T. L. MurrAY-PRIOR expressed
his regret at the conclusion arrived at by the
President, and said he should oppose the
adjournment of the committee. He contended
for the system of secular education in ex-
istence, that it could not be altered now
without danger. .

The PresipeNT said he did not oppose
secular education ; he only wished to preserve
the system which was in existence since 1860.
He brought in the Primary Education Act
himself, as a member of the Government of
the day. and he ought to understand it.

The Hon. H. G. SrmpsoN supported the
President’s views on behalf of the existing
system under the Act of 1860.

The Hon. W. THoRNTON deprecated going
in for a troublesome and annoying night, as
indicated by the last motion. The Bill was
a compromise, and a very liberal one on the
part of those who were opposed to the non~
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vested or denominational system of edueation,
and who believing in State education could
not admit that the State had any business to
teach religion. They had it in their power to
do away with the non-vested system in
eighteen months, as the Bill was originally
drafted ; but they extended the time. With-
out the proviso the non-vested schools would
be increased. An adjournment now would
be very unwise.

The PrestpENT was very much amused at
his honorable friend’s idea of liberality. The
liberality was all on one side, and as long as
it was in accordance with the honorable
gentleman’s opinion, no doubt he thought it
was progressive. On all questions there
were two sides ; and from bhis side he could
see nothing properly deserving the term
liberalin the Bill. It was a liberal compro-
mise to give for five years what the supporters
of the non-vested system were entitled to in
perpetuity! He was not at all afraid of
keeping the question before the country.
Depend upon it, if' the religious instinets and
feelings of the people were oppressed, great
animosity would be created—much more than
by adopting a method of meeting the require-
ments of the different denominations.

The Hon. H. G. SimpsoN was surprised to
hear the Bill called a compromise, when it
was the outcome merely of higgledy-piggledy,
and the aid to the non-vested system for five
years was thrown like a bone to a dog.

The Hon. F. T. Greeory said he should
join the President, believing that if the Bill
passed in its present form, it would bring
about a very different result from that con-
templated by its promoters. If coercion
and injustice to override a minority were
attempted, the natural result would be a
stronger combination against a tyrannieal
majority, and, as always, the natural result
would follow sooner or later. Let honorable
members consider that result.
fan the flame of opposition. Instead of a
Ministry going to the country upon some
fair and reasonable question at issue between
political parties, the religious education ques-
tion would be made one of strong personal
feeling, which would affect every individual in
the country, not only at a general election,
bub upon every occasion of a public demon-
stration. The Bill was a measure of coercion
that should not be forced upon the country.
He believed in secular education, provided
that the different denominations were allowed
to follow their own bent as regarded religious
teaching. The Bill was an attempt to stamp
out those institutions which had been pro-
vided by individuals at considerable expense,
and to give religious teaching no chance.
The five years’ concession was only made in
the hope that before 1880, all the non-vested
schools would be stamped out.

The question was put and negatived on a
division :—Contents, 7 ; Not-Contents, 8.

The PresipExt said he understood the
Lollector of Customs to throw out a challange
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which was quite amusing—even exhilarating.
The honorable gentleman said the superior
physical power was on his side. Well, it
was cheering ; and the committee would try
it! Honorable members were boys again,
and the challange would he accepted. How-
ever, he called attention to the serious ques-
tion that the House were called upon to deal
with ; and he hoped that though honorable
members held different opinions they would ex-
plain them with perfect temper ; and, no doubt,
however long they would remain together,
their good temper would remain with them.
He did not think he had made himself per-
fectly understood when he moved the omission
of the proviso, or he should not have been
opposed so strongly as he had been by some
honorable friends. e now moved the addi-
tion of the following words at the end of the
clause :—

“ Unless recommended by resolution passed by
both Houses of Parliament.”

The Hon. T. L. Murgay-PrioR recom-
mended the Postmaster-General to accept
the amendment, which he should support.

The Hon. H. G. Srurson : The amendment
was pot an improvement. Though he had
no objection to it, yet he could not see his
way to vote for if.

The Hon. W. TrorRNTON could not see the;
good of if.

The Postmastar-GENERAL : The President
ought to take his defeat without resorting to
the forms of the House to obstruct the
passing of the Bill. He should remember,
too, that honorable gentlemen who were
strongly in favor of it were absent, to-night—
Mr. Sandeman, Mr. Hart, and others.

The Presipest: Mr. Yaldwyn and Mr.
Taylor were away.

The PostmastEr-GENERAL : It was their
duty to be here.

The PresipeNT: So it was of the others.

The Postmaster-GENERaL: He thought,
to say the least, it did not look nice, nor was
it dignified, nor was it the practice elsewhere,
for the forms of the House to be used to
obstruct a measure. The battle had been
fairly fought and fairly won. He stated
unhesitatingly that the mnon-vested schools
were in direct contravention of the Act of
1860 ; they were a species of State aid to
religion; and if they were not, it was extremely
suspicious that the elergy of certain denomina-
tions were so strongly against the Bill. If
the country was polled to-morrow, the secu-
larists would gain the day by a majority of
two to one. He should be glad to see the
question put to the country.

The Hon. H.G. Simpson wished the sugges-
tion of the honorable gentleman could be
carried out; and the result would astonish
him and his colleagues, who were very much
mistaken as to the opinion of the people.

The Presipent said he was very much
indebted to the Postmaster-General for the
advice tendered by him to the House. The
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honorable gentleman would teach them Low
to support their dignity ;—but that was a
lesson they hLad learned, perhaps, before the
honorable gentleman had left school. His
opinion, too, of the Actof 1860 wasastonishing;
but as the introducer of that Act and as a
Minisister of the Cabinet that framed it, he
(the President) might be presumed to know
more about its meaning and intention than
the honorable gentleman. As to the general
question, no one but a heathen would dare to
say that that was the best system of education
which ignored religion. The system which
the Actof 1860 admitted was the one that
obtained in England.

The Hon. F. T. GrEcory called attention
to the state of the committee.

The Chairman left the chair, and reported
that there was not a quorum present.

The Presipent counted the House, and
there not being sixteen members present, he
deourned the Counecil until the next sitting

ay.

Adjournment.
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