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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Wedn&sday, 1 September, 1875. 

Supply. 

SUPPLY. 
The CoLONIAL TREASURER moved-
That the Speaker leave the chair, _and the 

House resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole, further to consider the Supply to be 
granted to Her Majesty. 

Mr. DoUGLAS rose for the purpose of draw
ing the attention of the honorable member at 
the head of the Government to the resolution 
standing in his name for the consideration in 
committee of a Bill to provide for the settle
ment and occupation of unalienated Crown 
lauds in the vVide Bay and Burnett districts, 
and the formation therein of roads, tramways, 
and railways, and of asking the honorable 
member to name a day when he would afford 
him an opportunity of bringing forward that 
matter. If the honorable member would 
mention a day,he would promise not to occupy 
the House for more than a short time. 

The CoLONUL SECRETARY said there was a 
large quantity of business on the paper, and, 
therefore, it was perfectly impossible for him 
to name a day. He should be very happy to 
assist the honorable member in any way as 
far as he could but the honorable member 
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must remember that there were other motions 
which honorable members were equally 
anxious to have discussed. He did not think 
anything would be gained by making an ar
rangement at the present time. 

Mr. DoUGLAs would point out to the horror
able gentleman that he had only asked what 
he considered he was perfectly justified in 
doing, and that if he could not get any satis
factnry reply from the Government, it would 
be optional for him to oJfer-he would not 
say obstruction-but an objection to going 
into Committee of Supply--

The SPEAKER: The honorable member has 
already spoken. 

Mr. PALMER moved-
That this House do now adjourn, 

and he did so for another purpose than that 
which had just been brought forward by the 
honorable member for }faryborough. He 
had had a return just put into his hands of 
payments made to honorable members of that 
House, which was more calculated to mislead 
than to give the informa.tion which the horror
able mover for the returns sought to obtain. 
He found, on looking at the return, that the 
Honorable A. H. Palmer was put down for 
£251 3s. 10d. on account of the Courier, and 
that Mr. Robert Ramsay had a sum credited 
to him on the same account, and if he went 
on further he saw the names of other honor
able members in connection with the same 
account. Now that was a farce, for he had 
never received one penny from the Govern
ment on Courier account. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER : That is in 
connection with the Brisbane Newspaper 
Company. 

Mr. PALMER: He was not a newspaper 
proprietor. Then he was put down as having 
received another sum of £112 10s. That 
would lead the public to believe he hadrecei ved 
that money as a member of Parliament, but 
the fact was that it was for refundmjlnt of 
rent for country which never existed. He 
would ask, whether that was the sort of 
return to go before the country? there should 
be some explanation of those items--

The CoLONIAL TREASURER : There is, 
further on. 

Mr. PALM ER: He saw also that the horror
able member, Mr. Bell, had a sum put down 
to him; and that Mr. John Douglas had 
received £152 16s. 

Mr. AMHURST: Another tip. 
· Mr. PALMER: The honorable member, }fr. 

Fraser, had come off' rather badly, as he had 
only received £2 18s.; whilst Mr. Fryar had 
been whipped in for £36 l6s. lld. Mr. 
Griffith had been going in for £684 ls., but 
they all knew that that honorable member 
had received a good deal more than that. 
Then there were the names of Mr. Harris, 
Mr. Hemmant, Dr. Hobbs, and a host of 
others, for various sums. Why had it not 
been shown for what all those sums had been 
paid? He could not see any explanation. As 

he had said before, he had never received 
any money from the Treasury except his own 
money back. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER said the honor
able member must bear in mind, when he 
challenged the correctness of the return, that 
it was prepared in accordance with an order 
of that House, which was to the following 
eJfect :-

" All moneys, other than salaries, which have 
been paid out of the Public Revenue since the 
1st day of January, 1874, to members of Parlia
ment, ur to firms of which any member of Parlia
ment was, at th:e time of making any such payment, 
a known partner, specifying each payment, the 
date of such, and for what consideration said pay
ment was made." 
He believed that all the items challenged by 
the honorable member in reference to the 
Oozwier were correct. 

Mr. P ALMER : I am certain they are not. 
The CoLONIAL TREASURER: The only means 

of ascertaining who had been partners in the 
Brisbane Newspaper Company (the Courier) 
was from the records of the Supreme Court, 
which showed the shares held by each part
ner. The original return had charged Mr. 
Stephens with the whole amount, that gentle
man having been put down as having been 
paid something like £3,000, and that would 
have been calculated to mislead, as Mr. 
Stephens only held one half-share, whilst 
n,Ir. Ramsay, the honorable the Speaker, and 
the honorable member for Port Curtis held 
shares. At the suggestion of the Auditor
General, reference had been made to the 
books of the Supreme Court, and a clerk was 
sent to examine them, and it being then found 
that Mr. T. B. Stephens only held one half
share, the amount was proportionately divided 
amongst the several shareholders. 

Mr. BELL took it that the return before 
them was the one which the honorable Colo
nial Treasurer had been unable to furnish 
within the usual time in which returns were 
expected to be furnished. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER : It is a return 
from the Auditor-General. 

n,rr. BELL : It was one of those returns in
tended to show what had not been shown. 
Would the honorable member say wheth<>r it 
had been prepared by the Auditor-General, 
or at the Treasury ; he meant whether it was 
according to the system of the Auditor
General or of that of the Treasury ? 

'I' he CoLONIAL TREASURER·: It was the com
pilation of the Auditor-General. 

Mr. BELL: vYell, then, he thought it did 
not do the Auditor-General the slightest 
amount of credit, unless it was that gentle
man's intention, or the intention of the Gov
ernment, to mystify the House and the 
country-that was to say, if the people took 
the trouble to read it. It did not supply the 
information required, and unless those who 
read it knew the circumstances under which 
the money was supplied they would be wholly 
misled. He thought it wou.ld have been pos-
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sible for the honorable Colonial Treasurer to 
have obtained a better return out of his own 
depar,.tment; and from his knowledge of that 
department, it would have taken only a short 
time to have prepared a return that would 
have been of Rome use to honorable members. 
He would take his own case: the money put 
down in the return as having been paid to 
him was only his own money refunded in 
connection with a land selection, and he would 
ask, whether that was supposed to be the in
tention of the return asked for ?-it was not a 
payment to him as a member of Parliament, 
but was money refunded to him per~onally, a 
matter altogether outside of the object of the 
rPturn. He was sorry for the honorable Co
lonial Treasurer, who must have been aware 
that such a return was about to be compiled, 
especially as it had taken such a long time to 
compile. He hoped some honorable member 
woul'd ask how much the compilation had 
cost. At any rate, he thought it would be 
more satisfactory to the House if the horror
able gentleman would get one of his clerks to 
eompile another return. 

Mr. .J. ScoTT said that he had heard 
that the honorable the Treasurer and the 

· Auditor-General had not been working in 
· accord at all in that matter ; he would not 

say that they were fighting, but they were 
not working in accord, and the result was the 
return before the House, which was a dis
grace to any one. According to the terms of 
the order, he held that the amounts set down 
against the honorable member for Port Curtis, 
an,d Mr. Ramsay, ought to have been put 
down to the Courier, with a foot-note stating 
that such and such members were supposed 
to be part proprietors of that newspaper at 
that time. He considered that the return 
was a positive disgrace to every one connected 
with the compilation of it. 

The CoLONIAL 'l'REASURER said, that the 
honorable member for Dalby had objected to 
an item being put down to him, because it 
was a refundment of his own money ; but he 
might state, that the sum put down to him 
was precisely of the same nature, as it was 
a rebate of Customs duties paid by the firm 
of which he was a member. He would explain 
how the return had been made. Honorable 
members must be aware that up to the time 
of the present Audit Act coming into opera
tion, the .Audit Office was the only office 
where all the accounts of the colony had 
been kept together, and as the Auditor-Gen
eral had prepared a somewhat similar return 
some six or seven years ago, he thought it was 
the most convenient place at which to prepare 
such a return. It having been arranged that 
it shoukl be prepared at that office, he sent a 
memorandum to the Auditor-General, asking 
him to prepare it up to the 1st September, 
1874, and, in reply, he was asked by that 
gentleman to name some person who Lad 
been recommended for employment. That, 
however, he refused to do, as he disclaimed 
all responsibility of the return. The return 

as at first prepared had the total amount paid 
to the Brisbane :Newspaper Company unin
tentionally put down to Mr. Stephens ; but 
he considered that was so manifestly incorrect 
that he had it sent back for amendment. It 
was supposed that the names of all members 
who, either personally or as members of firms, 
had had transactions with the Government 
should be included in the return furnished, 
and he considered that if any of the trans
actions of his firm were to be made public 
property, it was equally right that the names 
of gentlemen who carried on the business of 
newspaper proprietors should be made public 
also ; but the original return did not include 
those names, but only ·that of Mr. Stephens. 
That appeared to him to be so unsatisfactory 
that he sent to the .Auditor-General, who 
agreed that it was not satisfactory, and at 
tile same time pointed out the means by 
which the names of the proprietors could be 
obtained from the Supreme Court; and, as 
he had before stated, the amount was then 
divided proportionately. The honorable 
member for Port Curtis objected to any sum 
being placed against his name--

The SPEAKE~R : The honorable .member is 
now going beyond an explanation. 

Mr. THoMPSON said there was no doubt 
that the object of the order was, that there 
should be a return before that House ofsums 
of money paid by various Governments to 
members of Parliament; but although he had 
not read the return furnished, all through, 
from what he had seen of it, it appeared to 
him to go outside of what was required 
altogether, or what was meant. Those business 
transactions that were put down could not be 
helped in a small colony, but what was 
required was, a return to show what any man 
had received outside of his salary, or if he had 
no salary, what he had received outside of 
his commission-but the return did not show 
that, in fact it was extremely meagre. 

:M:r. PALMER said it was very evident from 
the speech of thehonorable Colonial Treasurer, 
that he had supplied the present return on 
purpose; for whilst the honorable member 
stated that the Auditor-General had sent 
down one return, which he had ordered him 
to have corrected, he had stated that he did 
not hold himself responsible for the return. 
Now, it was an imperfect return, for he 
denied that as a member of that House he had 
ever received one shilling of Government 
money ; it was a return intended to mislead 
the public-to lead them to think that he and 
other honorable members had been receiving 
money from the country. It was never in
tended by the honorable member who moved 
for the return that members of a public 
company should be introduced into it. ~rhey 
had been mystified all through the session 
by the returns furnished by the Government, 
and certainly the one now before them was 
calculated to mystify them. What they 
wanted was, to know what travelling expense~;~ 
Ministers had received. 



1196 Breach of Privilege- [COUNCIL.] 

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER : They are there. 
Mr. P AL~iER : There were none down to 

him, and he had had travelling expenses to a 
small extent-thPy wanted to know how the 
money of the country was going, not what 
one firm or another had sold to the Govern
ment-he did not care whether a member of 
the Governmomt had sold to it goods to the 
amount of £1,000 or £2,000, so long as the 
country received value for it. It was evident 
that the object had been to mix up all sorts 
of irrelevant matter in order to mystify the 
House, and the real object of the return they 
had not been able to get; he should like to 
know whether it was to be got at. 

The question of adjournment was put and 
negatived. 

The original question was put and passed, 
and the House went into committee. 

the Council Establishment. 




