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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Friday, 13 August, 1875. 

Trans-shipment of Cattle.-Western Railway DilL-State 
Education Bill. 

TRANS-SHIPMENT OF CA'l.'TLE. 
Mr. PAL:tillR asked the honorable the 

Colonial Secretary, without notice, whether 
he had received the information promised by 
the honorable member for Brisbane, the other 
night, with reference to cattle which were 
said to have been re-shipped in Sydney and 
sent here? He asked the question, because 
he had seen the Chief Inspector of Stock, 
about half an hour ago, and he said he had 
received no information on the subject, and 
he was confident nothing of the sort had 
ever occurred. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY: I have only to 
state I saw the honorable member for .Bris
bane, last night, and he informed me he would 
be able to furnish me with the information 
to-day; I have not yet received it. After a 
short pause the honorable gentleman con
tinued :-The honorable member has fur
nished me with the information no>v; I will 
forward it at once to the Chief Inspector of 
Stock to report upon. 

WESTERN RAIL'VVAY BILL. 
The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WORKS 

moved-
That the VV estern Rttilway Bill be returned to 

the Legislative Council, with the following 
:Message:-

" l\fR. PitESIDENT, 
"The Legislative Assembly having had under 

consideration the Legislative Council's amend
ments made to the Bill intituled, ' A Bill to 
authorise the making of a Railway from Dalby 
to llama and to pr·ovide funds for the construc
tion of the same by the .vale of Crown Lands,'-

" Disagree to the amendment in page 2, clause 5, 
after line 35, which proposes to insert new sub· 
section 1. 

" Because, the effect of that amendment would 
be to deprive the majority of the people of 
Queensland of the right of bidding for the pur
chase of Crown lands not at preoent alienated, or 
liable to be claimed under Pre-emptive Right; 
and would also, by removing from pubhc compe
tition a large a1•ea of the best lands provided for 
sale under this Act., greatly diminish the revenue 
expected from the sale of lands within the 
Western Hail way Resene. 

" And agree to the amendment, page 3, clause 9, 
sub-section 9, line 43, which proposes to omit the 
word ' two,' and insert the word ' three.' " 

Question put and passed. 
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STATE EDUCATION .BILL. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved-
That the Speaker do now leave the chair, and 

the House resolYe itself into a Committee of the 
vVhole to consider this .Bill. 

Mr. MAcRossAN said, before the honorable 
the Speaker left the chair, he should like to 
ask the honorable gentleman in charge of this 
Bill, if he thought it right ,or desirable to go 
on with the consideration of a measure of 
such great importance, when there were not 
one-half the members of the House present? 
True, the honorable gentleman might say 
notice had been given for a long time, but 
still, he (Mr. Macrossan) thought, no matter 
how long that notice had been given, it would 
be only doing what was fair and just, even to 
the measure itself, that it should be con
sidered as thoroughly as possible, and in as 
large a House as possible. It need not be 
thought that he was going to obstruct the 
passage of the Bill, because, although he 
should certainly say a good deal upon the 
different clauses of it, he should not adopt 
that course. He thought the Ministry them
selves, ifthey did not wish to have the Bill 
obstructed, would do well to take some of the 
other business that was upon the paper. 
There were nineteen notices on the paper, 
any one of which might be proceeded with 
to-day, and every one of which was of less 
importance than this measure. He should 
urge upon the honorable the Colonial Secre
tary, as well as the honorable the Attorney
General, to take this into consideration, and 
go on with some other measure. There were 
not twenty members in the House. 

lVIr. PALJHER said he was about to ask the 
same question the honorable member for the 
Kennedy had asked-whether the Govern
ment really thought Friday was a proper day, 
and whether it was proper in a House of that 
sort, with not one-half the members in it, 
to go on with business of so much importance? 
It looked very much as if they wished to 
shelve the Bill-->ery much liko it. He 
thought it was not at all a proper day, but 
that Tuesday would be a much better day to 
proceed with a Bill of such importance ; and 
if the Go>ernment had any intention what
ever of carrying it, they would at once post
pone it until that day, because it would not 
be allowed to go far in committee to-day. 
Although he was in favor of the principles of 
the Bill, as he had declared over and over 
again, he would not allow it to go through in 
a thin House-he would take jlood care it 
did not go through. It would be much 
better to go on with some other business. 
It was always difficult to form a quorum on 
Friday, and he warned private members the 
other night not to give up Thursday, and 
they now saw i>hat tlw effect would have 
been. The Government, with all their powers 
at their back, found gTeat difficulty in getting 
a quorum ; and he did believe a House of 
that sort was not one in which they should 

go on with business of such great importance. 
He was certain of it; 1md he recommended 
the Ministry to postpone it, and name Tues
day for proceeding with it. As he said on 
the second reading of the Bill, as a matter of 
conscience he should vote for it; but he 
should, at the same time, be very much 
ashamed of it in consequence of the way 
in which it was carried. He did· not 
believe a Bill of this importance should 
be carried by a Ministry the head of 
which had broken his pledges to his consti
tuents, and by supporters who had also 
broken their pledges, and he should be tho
roughly ashamed of the way in which it was 
carried. He thought it would be far better 
to let the Bill go over this session, and stand 
over until members had met their consti
tuents again, and had answered for their 
changes of opinion. The Bill was introduced 
by a Government the Premier of which had 
given a positive pledge not only that he would 
not support such a Bill, but that he would, in 
fact, support a wider system of denomina
tional education than the system at present 
in force. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said he should 
certainly feel ashamed of himself if he sub
mitted to be dictated to by the honorable 
member for Port Curtis, or any party, in the 
course of action which the Government pro
posed taking with regard to this Bill, or any 
other Bill; and when that honorable member 
told the House he would be ashamed to deal 
with the Bill when the Premier of the Gov
ernment had broken his pledge, he thought 
that honorablc member ought to be the last 
in the House to come forward and accuse 
any member of the Government of having 
broken pledges. He (the Colonial Secretary) 
had never broken a solemn pledge made to 
the Legislature of the country. 

.Mr. PALJIIER: Nor I. 
The Cor,oNIAL SEcRETARY: He had never 

told the House that he should refuse to enter 
into a contract with regard to the Torres Straits 
mail route, unless Brisbane were made the ter
minal station, when, at that moment, the 
contract was signed and executed. He could 
enumerate some other cases, but he should 
not do so. He thought the honorable mem
ber should be the last member in the House 
to throw st>.ch a thing up at him. With 
regard to the assertion that the Government 
intended to shelve the Bill, he thought the 
House could not have stronger evidence of 
what was the desire of honorable members 
opposite. ..What appearance had they made 
in the House to-day? They had determined 
not to make a House, if possible; and he (the 
Colonial 8ecretary) belie>ed they would never 
have a larger number of members in the 
House during the remainder of the session 
than they had now. He thought it would be a 
most suicidal act on the part of the House to 
consent to prolong this measure, for which 
the people of the country were now anxiously 
waiting. 
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Mr. PALMER: As a matter of personal 
explanation, I deny I ever pled~ed myself 
with regard· to the terminus of the Torres 
Straits mail route as stated by the Colonial 
Secretary. I said, in the course of the debate 
in the House, that I should endeavor to have 
the terminus here, and the instructions sent 
to the Agent-General will show that every 
endeavor was made. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said, it appeared 
that, so long as this remained an abstract 
question, the honorable member for Port 
Curtis was quite in favor of it, but, so soon 
as there was any chance of it becoming a 
practical question, to be carried out, he told 
them he would obstruct the passing of the 
measure. The honorable member said he 
would not allow it to be gone on with in a 
thin House ; and he (the Colonial Treasurer) 
would ask, whose fault was it that there was 
a thin House? With 'the exception of the 
members for Ipswich, wh.o woul6. be down 
before they had got very far through the Bill, 
he believed the usual supporters of the Gov
ernment were there. The number on that 
side of the House was quite as large as was 
usual at the. commencement of business, and 
it was certainly not the fault of the Govern
ment, or their supporters, that there was a 
thin House. He gave notice, on moving the 
adjournment on Wednesday night, that this 
Bill would be proceeded with on Friday, so 
that the House was not at all taken by sur
prise. And what would be said if the Gov
ernment adopted the suggestion of the honor
able member for Kennedy, and postponed the 
Bill, and went on with the Loan Estimate ? 
Why, it would be said they had committed 
a direct breach of faith-that they h•,d told 
the House they should go on with the Educa
tion Bill; that they had not done so, and that 
the members on that side of the House did 
not care a dump about the question, and pre
ferred other business being taken instead. 
They would hear of nothing else but breaches 
of faith from one side and the other, and he 
thought with some degree of reason. The 
Government had done everything they could 
to get on with the measure, and with the 
business of the country; and surely the 
honorable member for Port Curtis, when he 
agreed that Government business should take 
_precedence on Fridays, did not suppose that 
the Government should postpone every
thing, because the honorable- member for 
Kennedy and himself objected to going on 
with business in a thin House ; because 
the same argument might be used with regard 
to any measure. He was sure they would 
object to the Land Bill, and he was also sure 
they would object to any Bill of a financial 
character. It was at great inconvenience 
that some honorable members had attended, 
and it was most unreasonable that because 
honorable members opposite did not choose 
to attend, nothing should be done. It was 
known they were not out of town. There 
were half-a-dozen he could name--~ 

Mr. MAcROSSAN called attention to the 
state of the House. 

Quorum formed. -
The CoLoNIAL TREASURER : He was given 

to understand that there were several horror
able members of the other side of the House 

· iu ·the refreshment room ; and there ,.as no 
reason why, if the honorable member for 
Port Curtis brought pressure to bear on 
them, there should not be, instead of a thin 
House, a pretty large House. No argument 
had been advanced why the Government 
should not go on with the business that had 
been set down, and of w hi eh two days' notice 
had been gi1·en. As for the desire on the 
part of the Government to sheh-e the Bill, he 
thought, if they compared the conduct of the 
Government with the conduct of the honor
able member for Port Curtis, they could form 
their conclusions as to who were desirous of 
shelving the Bill, and who were desirous that 
it should become the law of the land. 

The question was put and passed, and the 
House went into committee accordingly. 

The ATTORNEY·GENERAL moved that the 
preamble be postponed. 

:Mr. VV ALSH said he had been in the hope 
that the Government, seeing a thin House, 
would consent to the suggestion made by the 
honorable member for Kennedy, and not 
persist in going on with such an important 
measure. It was too important a measurE', 
he maintained, to discuss in detail when 
there were so few members in the House; 
and the Government themselves ought to 
protect their own measure by refusing to 
discuss it except in a full House. He should 
prefer to see a call of the House to discuss 
this, the most vital question which had come 
before them for years, rather than that it 
should be pushed on, as seemed to be the 
desire of some honorable members, in a thin 
House. 'l'rue, as the honorable the Colonial 
Treasurer h~1d said, an announcement had 
been made that it would be proceeded with 
that day ; but no announcement would keep 
members in the House on Friday. There 
were some honorable members absent who 
had strong convictions on the question, 
and one told him last night that his private 
business absolutely required his attendanee 
at home; and he (Mr. VValsh) said the Govern
ment should be the last to endeavor to press 
on the mea~ure under such circumstances. 
They were strong, and they ought also 
to be considerate, and not bring it on 
on a day proverbial in all Parliamentary his
tory for doing business in a slovenly and 
slip-shod manner. :B'riday had been pro
verbial for discussing matters of no great 
importance, which members cared very little 
about. He did not think there would 
be a quorum, and he, for one, was scarcely 
able to discuss the question as he should 
wish. The incoming and outgoing mail had 
occupied the attention of honorable members, 
and they had not hePn ~ble to apply them
selves to the Bill as they would desire; and 
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there were other matters which had prevented 
himself and other members from devoting 
that attention to it which its importance de
manded. He should feel it his duty to oppose 
the Bill, especially when there were so tew 
members present; and he hoped the GoYern
ment would make the day for the discus
sion a real field day, when there would be 
a full attenuance, and it would be fully dis
cussed, and they could have a fair trial of 
strength, and decide whether it was to be
come the law of the land or not. The 
moment he saw a good majority in f'avor of 
the B1ll he would yield ; and he asked the 
Government to wait and try the strength of 
the committee when there was a full attend
ance of members. 

'rlte SEcRETARY FOR PuBr.rc WoRKs said, 
although there was rather a small number of 
members in the House, if the members in 
another part of the building-important 
members of the Opposition-were brought 
in, there would be as large an attendance as 
on any other day of the week. He did not 
think it reasonable to ask the Governrrwnt 
not to go on with the Bill because honorable 
members >Vere in another part of the build· 
in g. It was near the end of the session, and 
therefore very desirable that they should get 
on with the Bill. 

Jl.lr. MchWIUITH said the only members 
he had found in the refreshment room were 
JY1r. Low and JY1r. Morehcad, and he was not 
aware they were important members of the 
Opposition. 

~tir. MACROSSAN thought the argument of 
the honorable the JHinister for \V orks, about 
it being near the end of the session, fell very 
harmlessl.Y ;-because, whose fault was it 
that the Bill had been dela.ved until the end 
of the session? It was not the fault of any 
member opposed to tlle Bill, but of the 
Government themselves. 'l'here was not a 
member more opposed to it than hinuelf, but 
he l1ad clone nothing to prevent it from 
passing until now. The fact was that the 
beginning of the session was frittered away 
with small Brisbane Hills, and it was several 
weeks before the second reading of this l:lill 
was moved. He said, if the Government 
were sincere with the measure, they would 
haYe begun it on almost the first clay of the 
session. ·And if they believed, as they said, 
that the countr.v was in favor of it, with the 
charges llauging over the supporters of the 
Government, and the honorable gentleman at 
the head of the Government, they would go 
to the country on the measure, but they 
dare not do so, and t.hev knew it. That was 
the reawn why the.v tried to push it through 
at the end of the session, and in a thin 
House. 

Mr. PEcHEY wished that the opponents of 
the Bill WO'lld speak out plainly and straight
i'crwarclly, and not indulge in inuendoes and 
insinuations about broken pledges. It' any 
member had broken his pledges to his con
stituents, why did they not name him, so as 

to give him an opportunity of answering' the 
charge? 

Mr. MclLWRAITH called attention to the 
state of the committee. 

Quorum formed. 
Mr. PECHEY: He thought honorable mem

bers--
Mr. MchwRAITH called attention to the 

state of the committee. 
Quorum formed. 
Mr. PEcHEY: He thought honorable mem

bers who wished to oppose the Bill should 
do so in a fair and straightforward manner. 
Let them argue the Bill upon its merits, and 
if any of theJI.l had given pledges they were 
not prepared to carry out, he supposed the 
best thing they could do was to go back to 
those to whom they gave those pledges, and 
consult them as to whether they were justified 
in voting in the way they intended to clo--

Mr. MchwRAITH called attention to the 
state of the committee. 

Quorum formed. 
Mr. PECHEY: He thought such charges, 

if' they had any foundation whatever, should 
be made in a straightforward manner, so as 
to enable honorable members to whom the.v 
referred to controvert them if they were able 
to do so. 

Mr. MclLWRAITH called attention to the 
state of the committee. 

Quorum formed. 
Mr. PEcHEY thought it did not add to the 

dignity of' the House to hear shouts of 
laughter proceeding from outside the gang
way. He really thought--

Mr. MclLwRAITH called attention to the 
state of the committee. 

Quorum formed. 
Mr. PECHEY: He was about to remark 

that it did not add to the dignity of the 
House that it should be thrown in the teeth 
of the Government that they were not 
anxious to proceed with the business whilst 
they saw the Ministerial benches full, and 
the benches at the back of them also, full of 
their supporters. Whilst they were trying 
to go on with business, they were twrtted 
with not being anxious to do so, whilst at the 
same. time shouts of laughter, which one 
might think came from a herd of Yahoos, 
were issuing from below the gangway ; and 
he underst(ol that something like physical 
force had been used to prevent a member 
from entering the Chamber. He thought if 
they were to proceed with that sort of thing, 
the sooner that House dissolved, or the 
sooner the.Y resorted to bowie knives and 
revolvers, the better. 

Question put and passed. 
The A'rToRNEY-GENERAL moved that clause 

1 be postponed. He said it was a formal 
clause, and the blank would be filled up after
wards. 

Mr. W A.LSH again urged that the Bill 
should not be proceeded with in a thin House. 
He did not like to make himself conspicuous 
in opposing the progress of the measure, nor 
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should he do so if there were any thing like 
a fair attendance of honorable members'; but 
when he knew that the country was poorly 
represented, and when he knew that a large 
number of members had pledged themselves 
to their constituents--

Mr. PECHEY: Name, name. 
Mr. W ALSH: He believed the honorable 

member was one. He had information to 
that effect, and from the information he 
possessed, he did not think the honorable 
member would deny it. 

Mr. PECHEY : I flatly deny it. 
Mr. WALSH : He was bound to take the 

honorable member's denial. He could only 
say he was informed by one of the most 
respectable persons--

Mr. PECHEY: Perhaps the honorable mem
ber would give the name of his authority. 

Mr. W ALSH : He did not think there was 
any necessity for it. He was very glad to 
hear the honorable member deny it, because 
he had placed himself in a proper position ; 
but there were other honorable members who 
would not deny it. He had the written 
pledges of some honorable members in his 
posse;sion now, that they would oppose this 
Bill, and support the present equitable system 
of education. 

HoNoRABLE MEMBERS on the Ministerial 
benches : Name, name. 

Mr. \V.usH : He should not have referred 
to the honorable member for Aubigny had he 
not so prominently, and, he thought, rather 
anxiously, demanded it; and it was a fact, that 
there were members who were returned solely 
on the pledges they had given to their consti
tuents on this question: they had n0t gone 
to their constituents, and if the Bill were car
ried, it would be by their votes it would be 
carried ; and he said, therefore, the countrv 
was not represented. When he saw mem
bers who l1ad given pledges breaking those 
pledges--

HoNoRABLE MEMBERS on the Government 
benches : Name, name. 

Mr. vV ALSH: He believed the honorable 
the Colonial Treasurer did inferentially give 
a pledge. He believed, when competing with 
Mr. Newton the election for East Moreton, 
he inferentially gave a pledge to support the 
present system. He did not think the horror
able gentleman would deny it. He knew he 
tried to out-Herod Herod on that occasion. 
When Mr. Newton went to a certain extent, 
"Ah," he (the Colonial Treasurer) said, 
" Hadn't you better believe a man who never 
said he would go on the other side P" He (Mr. 
Walsh) was sure the honorable member for 
Banclanba would not call "name." They 
were not representing the people of the 
colony on this question. Did the honorahle 
member for Brisbane represent his consti
tuents ? 

Mr. STEWART: Yes. 
Mr. WALSH: He denied it. Did the hon

orahle member for Bandanba represent his ? 
Mr. FRASER: Yes. 

Mr. W ALSH : He was certain that honor
ahle member would never have been returned, 
if he had dared to say he "·as an advocate 
of this Bill. He did not think the honorable 
member for Aubigny vmuld have dared to say 
so ; he was sure the honorable member for 
Enoggera would not; he knew the honorahle 
member for vVide Bay would not, and he 
knew the honorahle member for Maryhorough 
would not. In fact there had been treachery 
-trickery, as far as the country was con
cerned. 

Mr. DouGLAS : Does the honorable mem
ber impute that to me ? 

HoNoRABLE ME~iBERS: No, no. 
Mr. ""\V" ALSH :He did not ; but for the honor 

of the country-for the honor of Parliament
he would exhort the Government to postpone 
the consideration of the Bill until there was 
a fuller meeting of Parliament, or until the 
people had an opportunity of expressing an 
opinion on the subject. There could he no 
more momentous question, and the people 
were not represented-they were misrepre
sented ; and the Government were going to 
take advantage of a thin House to press 
the measure through against the wishes of 
the colony at large. 

Mr. MormHEAD said the honorahle mem
ber for }3rishane got in by a majority of four 
votes. He did not represent Brisbane at all; 
he simply represented a majority of four 
votes. 

The Cor,oKIAL TREASURER said the honor
able the Speakerhacl accused him of breaking 
a pledge he had given to his constituents. 
He was not quite sure whether the honorable 
gentleman was in jest or in earnest ; if he 
spoke in jest, it ill became the position he 
occupied in that House; and, if he spoke 
in earnest, he told a deliberate lie--

Mr. ]\foREHEAD rose to order. For a gen
tleman occupying the position of leader of 
that House-for, in the absence of the honor
ahle the Colonial Secretary, he was the 
leader-to make use of such language, was 
a disgrace to the Assembly. It was a dis
grace to the House that such words shoulrl 
escape the lips of the honorable member, and 
he called the attention of the Chairman to the 
words made use of by the honorable the 
Colonial Treasurer. He moved that the 
words he taken down. · 

Mr. DouGLAS thought the words ought to 
be taken down, whether they were applied to 
the honorable member as Speaker of the 
House, or as the honorahle member for \Var
rego . 

.Mr. J'\!fciLwRAITH-amid great confusion 
-said no business would be clone until the 
words were taken clown. 

The CHAIRMAN: Vlrhat are the words? 
HoNoRABLE MEMBEHS: "Deliberate lie." 
J\!fr. MACROSSAN said the words were applied 

to the honorable gentleman as an officer of 
that House. 

The ATTORNEY-GEKERAL- amid continued 
cries of " Order! order! " and great confu-
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sion-was understood to say that since the 
words were used, a speech had been made, and 
it was a well-known rule of Parliament that, 
after a speech had been made, the words could 
not be taken clown. 

Mr. IvoRY: The Attorney-General is stat
ing that which is not true. 

'Mr. vV ALSH said he extremely regretted 
the strong language which he had made use 
of. What he had intended to say was, that the 
honorable gentleman had in effect said to the 
people, "It would be much better to trust me 
on the question of national education than a 
man who first started on one tack, and 
altered it to gain a few votes." He (Mr. 
vValsh) remembered the case well, and the 
honorable the Colonial Treasurer must re
member that l\1r. Newton--

1fr. DouGLAS understood the words were 
to be taken down, or had they been taken 
down? 

Mr. WALSH: He believed the words had 
been taken down, and he was, therefore, in 
order. 

Mr. DouGLAS thought, if the words were 
taken down, the House was bound to deal 
with them. 

Mr. J. ScorT thought there could be no 
doubt whatever on the point. The Standing 
Orders provided :-

" 92. When any member shall object to words 
used in debate, and shall desire them to be t,Hkcn 
down, Mr. Speaker will direct them to be taken 
down by the Clerk accordingly. 

" 93. In a committee of the whole H use, the 
Chairman will direct words objected to to be taken 
down, in order that the same may be reported to 
the House. 

"94. Every such objection shall be taken at the 
time when such words are used, and not after any 
other member has spoken." · 

Mr. vVALSH: He was going to give an 
explanation of thio< unfortunate affair. 

Mr. DouGLAs: They had nothing to do 
with any explanation. They should deal with 
the words. It was an infraction of the 
proper order of the House. 

The CHAIRlliAN said the following words 
had been taken clown by the Clerk:-" The 
honorable the Colonial Treasurer had made 
use of the words ' a deliberate lie,' in reply 
to a speech of the honorable member for 
"\V arrego." 

The CoLONIAL TnF.ASURER : Those were not 
the words at all. The words were:-" If the 
honorable gentleman spoke in jest, his speech 
ill became the position he occupied : if he 
spolre in earnest, he uttered a deliberate lie." 
He thought, if the words were to be taken 
down, they should all be taken down. 

Tl1e CHAIRMAN said the Clerk was not a 
shorthand writer, and it was impossible to 
take them clown as they were uttered. 

The CoLONIAL :SECRETARY was understood 
to contend that the whole of the words should 
be taken down. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC W onKs said 
they could not understand the meaning of 

the words by themselves-without the con
text. 

.Mr. IVORY : Most people understand the 
meaning of the word " liar," except yourself. 

Mr. PECHEY thought the "Whole sentence 
should be taken down. They should not 
take down a single word. They must have 
the connection in which the words were used. 

Mr. IvoRY did not think there was any 
necessity for connection with " deliberate 
lie," or "deliberate liar." It was simply 
the same thing. lt was worse, in fact. The 
honorable member said if the honorable the 
Speaker spoke in jest, he was telling a 
falsehood, and if he spoke in earnest, he told 
a deliberate lie-admitting that he might 
have been speaking in earnest, and yet he 
told a deliberate lie, thereby making the 
accusation all the greater. 

Mr. AMHUUST did not suppose for a 
moment the honorable gentleman: intended to 
use the expression. Why did he not with
draw it ? 

Mr. DouGLAS said he must confess he did 
not catch all the honorable gentleman said, 
but he did catch the words " deliberate lie." 
It was given with very considerable emphasis, 
and in a manner likely to be u11pleasant. 
Such an expression, even as a hypothetical 
conjunction, did not contribute to the good 
order of their proceedings, and he thought 
the sooner they settled the matter the better. 
Under anv circumstances the VI'Orcls "delibe
rate lie" s'lwuld not be applied to anything. 

Mr. MciLWRAITH did not think there was 
any necessity to take down the whole 
of the words. He thought the context 
seemed to make it all the stronger. The 
honorable the Colonial Treasurflr stated that 
if the honora ble member for "\V arrego spoke 
in jest, he was doing something unbecoming 
his position as an officer of the House, and 
if he spoke in earnest, be told a deliberate lie. 
And that was not the first time that honor
able member had been as near as possibe 
calling gentlemen liars. Perhaps, if this 
were allowed, there would be more than one 
gentleman on the Treasury benches to whom 
the same expression would be applied; and 
there would be verv little business done this 
session or perhaps" next, but there would be 
more fighting and quarrelling both inside and 
outside of the House. 

.Mr. PALMER said, he thought, before this 
the leader of the House, the honorable the 
Colonial Secretary, would have taken action 
in the matter. If they were to ha1e such 
language used as had been applied by the 
honorable the Colonial Tre~surer to the honor
able member for W arrego, that evening, they 
should soon come to a pretty pass. On one 
occasion already, this session, telegrams had 
been sent to the neigh boring colonies stating 
that somewhatsimilarconcluct had taken place, 
and the gentleman who sent them had told 
him (Mr. Palmer) that they were true -that 
the word "liar" had been used. He (Mr. 
Palmer) must say that, during the ten years 
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he had been in the House, he had never heard 
such gross language used as had been used 
by the honorable the Colonial Treasurer, and 
he did it in bad temper; he meant it, and laid 
particular emphasis on it. He had had ample 
opportunity ofretracting it, but he had not done 
so; and he (Mr. Pal mer) certainly supposed 
the Premier, the leader of the House, was the 
proper party to take action respecting it, and 
to move that the honorable, gentleman be 
instructed to retract the words and apologise 
for them. But he had not seen fit to do so. 
He (Mr. Palmer) hoped he did not think that 
was the style of language whieh would con
duce to the proper conduct of business in 
that House, because it certainly would not. 
If the word had been used to some gentlemen 
he saw sitting around him, the result would 
be that the speaker would have the heaviest 
book in the place thrown at his head, and 
that would have been a very nice method of 
conducting business! He thought if a gentle
man in the position of the Colonial Treasurer 
applied the words "deliberate lie" to a mem
ber of the House, other honorable members 
would be justified in using stronger la11guage, 
and they would therrdegenerate into a fighting 
club, and the strongest party would win. 
Why, they would be going down to that House 
with revolvers next. He certainly thought 
it was the most disgraceful thing that had 
ever occurred in that Assembly; and he was 
sorry indeed that such discredit should 
have been brought, not only on that House, 
but on the colony. The words should have 
been retracted at once; and it was the duty 
of the honorable member at the head of the 
Government to have taken action at once. 
He should now move-

That the words, as taken down, be reported to 
the House. 

The CoLONIAL SEcRETARY would like to 
know what the words were; he had not 
heard them read. 

Mr. PALMER: The words have been taken 
clown. · 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY: When they 
had been read, it would be time to move that 
they be reported to the House. The honor
able member for Port Curtis seemed very 
anxious to drag him into the matter; but he 
could safely say that there was no member 
of that House who had at all times more 
strenuously avoided giving offence than he 
had done. That, he thought, might always 
be done, even when acting in self defence, 
without affecting the sense of the arguments 
which might be chosen to be aclnnced. At 
the same time, as had been stated by the 
honorable member for Mary borough, the 
words which had been used were unpar
liamentary; and even if the language was 
not intended to have any application to the 
honorable member for the vVarrego, the fact 
remaining that they had been used, he thought 
it would be better for his honorable colleague 

to act in accordance with Parliamantary usage, 
and withdraw the expression made use of. 

The CoLoNIAL TBEASURER satd he should 
like to know from the honora~le member for 
Warrego if that honorable member had 
spoken in earnest. He thought he was en
titled to ask for that information. 

Mr. J. ScoTT thought that whether the 
honorable member had spoken in earnest or 
not had very little to do with the question; 
the words objected to were decidedly unpar
liamentary; they were, "a deliberate lie." 
Those words had come straight and clear from 
the honorable Colonial Treasurer; that which 
had gone bef(Jre the use of the words or had 
followed since, had no bearing whatever on 
the question before the committee, which was 
the use of the words, "a deliberate lie." 
Such words were a disgrace to any Legisla
tive Assembly; and he very much regretted 
that they should have been used in the 
Assembly of Queensland, more especially so 
by a Minister of the Crown. He thought 
that it was one of the greatest blots that 
could rest upon the name of the colony. 

Mr. MchwRAITH thought that, as sug
gested by the honorable Colonial Secretary, 
the words which had been taken down should 
be read, as, at present, no honora ble member 
appeared to know what had been taken 
down. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the words had 
not been wholly taken down; it was utterly 
impossible that the Clerk, who was not a 
shorthand-writer, could have taken them 
down. The only words he hncl heard usf•d 
were those which had been mentioned by the 
honorable membPr for the Mitchell, and they 
were "a deliberate lie." Of the words pre
ceding or following those, he had no know
ledge. The words "a deliberate lie" had 
been taken down. He might say that, in his 
opinion, they had been used hypothetically. 

HoNORABLE MEMBERS: Oh ! oh ! 
Mr. THm.fPSON said that as the Chairman 

had informed them that the words had been 
taken down, his duty was simrly to put the 
question that they be rep Tted to the House. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY thought the 
honorable member would ftncl that he was in 
the wrong; if the words were reported at all, 
they must be reported as having been used eon
ceming some honorablc member, and it had 
been for that reason that he had suggested 
that the ':fords should be taken clown and 
read. If the words had not been taken down 
it was not competent for any honorable mem
ber to address the committee; and as hon
orable mem bcrs had addressed the committee, 
he did 11ot see how the words could now be 
taken clown. 

.Mr. IvoRY thought it was quite clear to 
honmable members what was the context in 
conneetion with the words used; they had 
been used in reply to some remarks made by 
the honorable member for the W arrego, and 
were "a deliberate lie." That was patent 
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to the committee, and it was not, therefore, 
necessary that the context should be taken 
down. 

.Mr. 1'.1f OREHTIAD said, that with all due 
deference to the opinions expressed by the 
honorable Chairman, he did not think that 
the words "a deliberate lie" had been used 
in a hypothetical sense at all by the honor
able Colonial Treasurer. 

The Cor,OKIAL TnEASURER said he had no 
objection to withdraw any words which he 
had made use of that were oJfc'nsive to the 
committee. He admitted that he had made 
use of an unparliamentary expression, but 
at the same time he must say that the honor
able member for the W arrego was the last 
person who should have uttered the words he 
had made use of; for, unless he had been 
strangely misinformPd, it was that honorable 
member who had taken Mr. Newton-the 
gentleman who had opposed him (the Colonial 
Treasurer) at the lust general election·-to 
Bishop Quinn, and had arr-anged the change 
of views of that gentleman. The bonorable 
member was well aware of all that had taken 
place at the time. 

Mr. IvoRY rose to a point of order. The 
honorable Colonial Treasurer was going into 
mat~ers not connected with the. question be
fore the committPe. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER would ask the 
Chairman to keep the honorable member m 
order. 

The CHAIRJIIAN : vVhat was the point of 
order? 

Mr. IvoRY: The point of order was that 
the honorable Colonial Treasurer was not 
speaking to the matter before the committee ; 
he was diverging into a totally £oreign--·-

Mr. PAUiER thought the point of order 
should be, that the honorable Colonial Trea
surer's conduct being under discussion, that 
ho;,orable member should leave the House; 
the honorahle member wa.s certainly not in 
order in addressing the chair. · 

:Mr. J. Scorr thought the honorable 
Colonial Treasurer was centitlerl to make an 
explanation; but having done that, it was his 
duty to withdraw from the House. 

The CoLoNIAL TREASURE!!: .As he had 
before stated, he admitted that he had made 
use of an unparliamentary expression, and he 
was then a bout to explain as an excuse for 
having done so, the peculiar circumstances 
connected with what had been stated by the 
honurable member for the vYarrego, and 
which he thought it was only due to himself 
that honorable member should have aclmow
lcdged. However, he had no desire to take up 
the time of the committee ; he admitted that 
the expression he had used was unparliamen
tary, and he now begged to withdraw it, and 
to apologise to the committee. 

[The Honorable Colonial Treasurer here 
withdrew.] 

.Mr. W ALSH said the honorable Colonial 
Treasurer was wrong, as he had not used any 
influence with the l\oman Catholic :Jishop of 

Brisbane. He did not think that reverend 
gentleman was in the colony at the time-at 
any rate he was not in Brisbane to his know
ledge; had he been, he (Mr. Walsh) would 
certainly have gone to see him on the 
subjt1ct, but he was not. He was very glad 
that the honorable member had withdrawn 
the expression he had made use of. He had 
himself, he admitted, been rather strong in 
the language he had used when he had put 
the question, and the honorable member had 
replied; but he well remembered that when 
that honorable member was addressing his con
stituents, he had called upon them previous to 
his election to believe in him who had given 
no pledge on the subject of education, rather 
than in his opponent, who had changed his 
opinions since first soliciting their votes. He 
-was quite sure that the honorable gentleman 
would admit that that was the opinion cir
culated at the time; and when the honorable 
gentleman had challenged him to say that 
he had ·given a pledge, he had called that to 
mind, and considered that he was quite justi
fied in reminding the honorable gentleman of 
it. He trusted- it would be a lesson to the 
honorable member, and to honorable members 
generally, that in the heat of debate they 
should not forget the respect they owed to 
that House. He was particularly sorry that 
such an unpleasant circumstance should have 
taken · place, and more especially that he 
should have been in any way connected 
with it. 

Mr. DouGLAS moved-
That the explanation and apology offered by 

the honora ble the Colonial Treasurer, be accepted 
by the committee. 

Mr. PAL:liER said they were getting quite 
out of Prder; the question was that the words 
be reported to the House. 

.Mr. DouGLAS had made the suggestion, as, 
the honorable Colonial Treasurer having made 
the amen,te, he thought the matter need not 
go any further. He did not wish to prolong 
the debate, and that appeared to him to be 
the best course to adopt. 

Mr. PALMER said he had no objection to 
accept the explanation and apology of the 
honorable Colonial Treasurer; but what he 
did object to was, hanging one motion on to 
another. He had no objection to withdraw 
his motion. 

.Mr. DouGLAS said that as the motion of the 
honorable member for Port Ourtis had not 
been put from the chair, he thought the best 
plan, and the shortest, would be to adopt his 
suggestion. 

The An·oRKEY·GENERAL thought that, ns 
the matter had been settled, they had better 
go on with the Bill. 

Mr. P ALMER : The Chairman had not put 
any question-in fact, he did not seem to take 
any notice of what had been moved. As he 
(Mr. Palmer) said before, he was willing to 
withdraw his motion. 

~Iotion, by leave, withdrawn. 
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The question was put-That the explana
tion and apology of the honorable Colonial 
Treasurer be accepted, and agreed to. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL rose for the pur
pose of replying to some of the remarks of the 
honorable member for the W arrego. That 
honorable gentleman had appealed to the 
Government to know whether it was their 
intention to proceed with the Bill that night, 
as there was such a thin attendance of horror
able members ; and, in reply to that. he 
begged to say that it was their intention to 
go on with the Bill, and that they were 
thoroughly in earnest in so doing. He 
thought the proceedings of that evening 
would show who were in earnest and who 
were not. Reference had been made, over 
and over again, to its being a thin House; 
but he had gone over the names of honorable 
members, and found that there were only 
seven who were likely to be absent the whole 
evening; so that, so far from there being a 
small attendance, he thought there had not 
been a larger one during the session. He 
trusted, therefore, that that reason, which 
had been urged as an excuse for not going 
on with the Bill, would be withdrawn. He 
had only one thing more to say-namely, 
that the honorable member for the Burnett 
had made use of language towards himself 
which was quite as oifen•ive, if not more so, 
than the language which had been used by 
his honorable colleague, the Colonial Trea
surer. He had not, however, taken notice of 
it at the time. 

An HoNoRABI.E MEMBER: What was it? 
The ATTORNEY-GEN":RAL: The honorable 

member ~aid, "The Attorney-General says 
that which is not true." 

Mr. PALMER thought that was not like 
charging an honorable member with telling a 
deliberate lie. He often said that an honor
able member was saying that which was not 
true. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The honorable 
member for the Burnett used the words in a 
most offensive manner. 

Mr. IvoRY said, if he was to be called to 
order every time he said that an honorable 
member was saying that which was not true, 
he should be called to order very frequently
in fact, in dealing with the present Govern
ment, he had very often to do so. If the 
honorable Attorney-General was so thin
skinned, he was sorry for him ; but he thought 
the honorable member had, during the present 
session, frequently accused himself of saying 
that which was not quite true. He admitted 
that he had a certain impulsiveness of manner, 
buL he should not be blamed for that. Impul
siveness of manner certainly should not be 
construedmto that unparliamentary language 
which, he was sorry to say, was sometimes made 
use of by gentlemen on the Treasury benches. 

Mr. VVALSH trusted that the Government 
would not proceed with the measure any fur
ther that night. 'l'he honorablc member at 
the head of the Government must see that the 

committee was not in a proper humor to deal 
with what was, in reality, the most important 
Bill of the session. He would ask that honor
able member, if the committee was in the 
humor in which they could properly discuss 
the question of education? Why, they 
wanted instruction themselves. 

.Mr. P ALUER : On the nature of truth. 
Mr. WALSH: He was quite sure the 

Government would not find that any great 
amount of business would be done on Friday 
afternoons, for many honorable members 
would not attend on those afternoons ; 
and when he had heard the notice of 
motion given by the honorable Colonial 
Treasurer, he had felt quite sure, from his 
long Parliamentary experience, that it was a 
mistake. He would suggest that the Govern
ment should not go on any further with the 
Bill, and that it would be better to spend the 
remainder of the sitting in some lighter ·work 
than discussing a measure dealing with the 
education of the children of the colony. 

'Jhe CoLONIAL SECRETARY would remind 
the honorable member that he had actually 
consulted him as to whether it would suit his 
convenience to go on with the Bill that after
noon, and the honorable member had consented 
to it. 

Mr. IvoRY said it was well known that he 
was an ardent supporter of the Bill-that he 
did not deny ; but there was one thing 
certain, that the small number of honorable 
members present, and the temper the com
mittee was in, did not justify the Government 
in going en with such an important measure 
that afternoon. It was a most important 
question-in his opinion, one of the most im
portant-and no Government should attempt 
to force it on when there was not a full 
attendance. He would ask, whether, if the 
honorable members on his side withdrew, the 
Government would dare to go on with the 
Bill. He was as ardent a supporter of the 
Education Bill as any; but he objected to 
proceeding with it when so many honorable 
members were absent, and he thought it was 
bad policy of the Government to press it 
forward in the way they were doing. 

.Mr. l\fommEAD would also point ont that 
the committee was not in a humor to go on 
with the Bill. as they had had an angry dis
cussion; and if there was any measure which 
required calm deliberation, it was that deal
ing with the education of the colony. He 
did not think they were likely to do any 
good by going on with the Bill that afternoon, 
and he thought the Government would do 
well to postpone it, and take some other 
measure on their list. 

J\fr. MciLWRAITH said he remembered that 
an honorable member had referred to a book 
he held in his hand, namely, " Plato on the 
Republic." Speaking of dialectics, which was 
to form part of the system of higher educa
tion, Plato was asked :-

" Everything then, rehting to arithmetic and 
geometry, and all the previous instruction which 
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they should rPceive before they learn dialectics, 
ought to be set befOTo them while they are child
ren, ancl on such a plan of teaching that they 
may learn without compulsion-why so? 'Be
cause,' said I, 'n free 1nan ought to acquire no 
learning under slavery : for the labors of the 
body, when endured through compulsion, do not 
at all deteriorate the body, but as for the soul it 
can endure no compulsory discipline.' 'True,' said 
he. 'Do not then,' said I, ' my best of friends, 
force boys to their learning, but train them up by 
amusements, that you may be better able to 
discern the direction of each one's genius.' 'vVhat 
you say,' replied he, 'is retcsomtblo.' 'Do not you 
remember our stating then,' said I, 'that the boys 
should even be carried to war as spectators on 
horseback, and be brought as near as possible 
with safety, and allowed, like young hounds, to 
taste the blood?' 'I remember,' said he. '\Vho
ever, then,' said I, ' shall appear most forward in 
all these labm·s, studies, and clangers such as these, 
are to be selected to a certain number.' 'At 
what age?' said he. 'VVhcn they have finished 
their neceosary exercises,' said I ; ' for this period 
of life, even should it last two or three; years, 
cannot accomplish anything else, for fatigue and 
sleep are hostile to learning ; and this, too, is 
none of the least of thei1• traits, what each will 
prove himself in his exercises.' ' Certainly,' said 
he. 'And after this period,' said I, 'such as lmve 
formerly been selected of the ag·c of twenty, are to 
receive grettter honors than others ; and those 
studies which in their youth they have pursued 
promiscuously must be brought before them in 
one view, tlmt they may see tbe connection of the 
whole with each other, and with the nature of real 
being. Thi,, indeed, is the only kincl of instru~
tion that will abide permanent.ly in those in whom 
it is engendered. And this,' said I, 'is the best 
criterion for distinguishing talents naturally fitted 
for dialectics from those which are not so.'" 

Now, they had had their worst tempers drawn 
out that night, and be would, therefore, re
commend what he had just read to the consi
deration of honorable members, and to the 
youthful honorable Attorney-General ;-they 
were all cutting their teeth, but that hono
rable member especially. 

Question-That clause 1 of the Bill be 
postponed. 

Mr. \V ALSH said he did not want to see 
the clause postponed at all, but he wanted to 
see the whole Bill postponed, and with that 
view, although sorry to do so, he should have 
to move that the Chairman leave the chair. 
He had come quite unprepared that evening 
to discuss the Bill, as he had not thought for 
one moment that the Government would force 
it on. Again, he did not feel quite well 
enough to discuss it, yet, 1f compelled to do 
so, he would do what he considered his duty 
to the country, and state the objections be 
had to the Bill. He would ask, first of all, 
whether there had been any necessity for 
such a measure ?-had the country shown in 
any way that it required it? By what means 
bad the Government brought it forward? 
He did not think that a single petition had 
been presented to the House or the Govern
ment on the subject, or that a single public 

meeting had been held to express an opinion 
on the subject-nothing had taken place to 
show that the country was not satisfied with 
the present Act, and for the life of him he 
could not understand why the Government 
should have thought it necessary to bring m 
a Bill dealing with the education of the 
children of the colony, who were, he believed, 
being as well educa;ed, as a rule, as any in 
the world. The present Act, he considered, 
so far from generating bitter feeling, had 
always worked as smoothly and well as any 
system could work, and he objected to their 
disturbing the present excellent school ar
rangements of the colony. 

Mr. MclLWRAITR called attention to the 
state of the committee. 

A quorum having been formed,-
Mr. \7'{ ALSH proceeded : He wished to show 

that he could not understand where the neces
sity was for bringing in the present Bill at 
all, at any rate during the present session-'
or where the necessity was for, as he had said, 
disturbing the excellent school arrangements 
that now existed. They found that, under 
the present system, the children of the different 
creeds, the parents belonging to the different 
creeds, and the clergy of the various denomi
nations, had all been agreeing amongst them
selves, and had enjoyed the present school 
system as it stood; and yet it was proposed, 
at the instigation of a few angry spirits----a 
few industrious angry spirits-to introduce a 
system which would set all creeds quarrelling 
for all time to come--

Mr. PECHEY rose to order. He thought the 
honorable member should explain to whom he 
referred when he said a "few angry spirits." 

The O:a:aiRl\U.N said the honorable member 
was perfectly in order. 

Mr. W ALSR : They were about to intro
duce a system of education which >Yas the 
very reverse of the one in existence, and 
which bad worked so happily in the colony ; 
they were about to introduce a system which 
Would have the effect of C!tUsing One-third of 
the population to war against the other two
thirds, and which, instead of causing the 
clergy to encourage their flocks to educate 
their children together, and to live happily 
together, would be the means of introducing 
a bitter religious feeling--

lYir. MclLwRaiTH called attention to the 
state of the committee. 

A quorum'having been formed, 
Mr. VV ALSH proceeded: It was on that 

ground particularly that he deprecated the 
introduction of the present hostile system, a 
system that would dismember the commu
nity, and alienate people of different religious 
creeds more than ever. 

Mr. MclLwR.U1'H again called attention to 
the state of the committee. 

A quomm was formed. 
Mr. W ALSH said he was perfectly sure 

from what he saw of the disposition of the 
committee that there was no chance of going 
on with the Bill. In consequence of the fre• 
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quent interruptions, hP was unable to make a 
connected speech. He had a few remarks 
which he was anxious to make, and he woull 
again put it to the honorable the Premier 
whether it would not be better to postpone 
the further consideration of the matter until 
the following Tuesday, or Wednesday, "hen 
the committee would be in a better lmmor 
to go on with it. It "\\"as now as much as the 
Government could do to keep a quorum 
present, and in a short time·, he believed there 
would not be one. It was a perfect farce to 
endeavor to push on that momentous Bill at 
a time when the Government could hardly 
make a quorum. 

After a pause,-
Mr. WALSH continued: If the honorable 

the Premier would not listen to his appeal, it 
was his duty to go on with his remarks; but 
he should do so under protest, and he must 
say that he was very sorry indeed that the 
Government persisted in their prP··ent course. 
He had point0d out that the syst<•m of edu
cation now in existence had worked smoothly, 
and had had the effect of softening down the 
acerbities between creeds ; and that now, at 
the instigation of about a dozen dissatisfied 
persons in the colony, they were going to 
introduce throughout the length and breadth 
of the land, a law that would create dissen
sion and bitterness. He ventured to say that 
if the Hill passed, in ten years after t!Je passing 
of it, so hostile would be the feeling between 
Protestants and Roman Catholics, that not 
even in Ireland could it be exceeded. He was 
not blind to what was going on even at the 
present time; for, when he was in Victoria, a 
few months ago, he had noticed the effect of 
the education system in force there-a system 
which had been introduced for the purpose 
of disheartening the Roman Catholics ; and 
what, he •would ask, had been the result? 
Why, he had found that they had thousands 
more children in the Roman Catholic schools 
than they had ever had ; and the same would 
be the result here, if the Bill became law. 
As a Protestant, he protested a;;ainst its 
being passed : it would raise up angry feel
ings; it would awaken them unnecessarily, 
as there was no occasion for the Bill at all. If 
the children of the colony we,·e at present 
neglected, the case would be different, but 
they were not-they were better cared for 
than in any other part of the world. But no, 
the present was a fancy Bill, got up at the 
instigation of a few opponents of the Roman 
Catholic religion, merely to cause clis!lension, 
and it had been foisted upon the Government 
in a way which was not at all creditable to 
the honorable gentleman who was the 
Premier of the colony. He contended that 
there was no necessity for the Bill ; and 
becrruse he felt that to be so, he ex
pressed himself strongly on the subject, 
as he always should do and had clone. 
lie would ask the honorable Premier, if 
he knew of anything that necessitated a 
change? He wouldask that honorablegentle-

man, if he did not know that thou:;ands of 
children who now enjoyed the benefit of a 
common school education would be ·estranged 
from those schools P Did he not know that if 
the Bill nassecl and became the law of the 
land, th~se children woul'cl be taken away 
from the public schools where the.v were 
now being well educated, and would be sent 
to schools where the most narruw-minded 
priestly dogmas would be taught. If he 
was a H.oman Catholic he should regard the 
Bill as. being directly aimed against them; 
and, although no one had less interest in 
common with Roman Catholics than he had, 
he rontencled that the Bill was intended as a 
persecution against them. Instead, however, 
of doing good to the Protestant cause, it 
would do immense injury to it-it would 
weaken it. ~ ow, they had heard a great 
deal about free, secular, and compulsory 
education, and he did not hesitate to say that 
he was opposed to all three. He looked upon 
free education as decidedly injurious to the 
people of any country; and he regarded 
compulsory edueation as being repulsive, 
inimical, and unsuited to democratic institu
tions. It had been proved i o be unsuited to 
any democratic country-even to America, 
which was the country of democratic institu
tions, and was never enforced in that country. 
He looked upon State education as an inter
ference between parent and child; it was an in
terference demo\·alizing alike to both parent 
and child. 'l'he State, he contended, lnd no 
more right to step in bet wee a parent and child 
as regarded the educ:ttion of the latter, than it 
had to feed, clothe, or in any 1vay undertake 
the management of it. \V hy should ho, for 
instance, be relieved of his duties as a parent 
by the State P l,Vhy should he cringe and 
beg the country to educate his children ? 
Why on earth should he go and absolve him
self of hiB duties as a parent, a11d allow the 
State to possess itself of them, more especially 
in a colony like Queensland, where every 
parent could afford to educate his children ? 
One of the great objects of the promoters of 
the Bill seemed to be, that whilst they 
allowed people to neglrct to educate their 
own children, they wanted them to have a, share 
in educating the children of others. He had 
stated that he was opposed to free, secular, 
and compulsory education, and he would go 
on to say why-he was not speaking his own 
thoughts only, but also those of others. He 
held in his hand a book containing one of 
the most masterly opinions of the subject; it 
was an article in the Qnarterlg .Rem:ew, of 
April, of the present year. He might say, 
that the writer was in favor of some sort of 
national system of education, but he clearly 
showed what were its demerits when not 
properly carried out. National education 
was necessarily defective, for they all knew 
that whatever the Government took i11 
hand was generally worse clone than it would 
be by private individuals; and he contended 
that when all the children were compelled to 
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go to the Government schools, they would be 
drifting into a system the management of 
which could not be better described than by 
the words the "Government stroke." The 
article from which he was about to quote was 
on "National Education in the United 
States," as represented by the reports of 
Boards or Commissions in the various t:itates. 
He might mention that in the United States 
tllere vrns not one general system of national 
education, but each State had its own system 
of education, and there was a Commissioner 
of Education te> examine into. report upon, 
and fix upon the education of the people. It 
was the reports of that c:ommission for the 
years 1868-1873, to which the writer of the 
article referred. and to which he wished to 
direct the atteiition of hrmorable members. 
'i'he reviewer stated that it was a fallacy to 
suppose that the children in the United8tates 
were better educated than those in England ; 
they were worse educated, and he (Mr. 
vYalsh) drew attention to that, because it was 
the fashion with many honorable m'embers to 
point to the United ctates as an example to 
this colony, aud to say that the children were 
better educated in that country ; the article 
before him showed that they were worse edu
cated than the children in England. The 
first remark he would quote was:_ 

"A striking illustration of the actual state of 
things in the Unitcu States as respeets school 
terms and school attendance has been afforded by 
the legislation of Kew York State during the past 
year. The first legislative atkmpt in the State of 
New York to carry out compulsory eclue.ttion was 
passed into law on the 11th of last May. The 
provisions of the Act are remarlmble and, to an 
~~nglish rer~cler, very instructive and suggestive. 
They may be commenclecl to the particular atten
tion of Mr. John Morley ancl others who have set 
up the 1J nited States as an example to England 
in the matter of public elementary education." 

The following was what the writer said in 
respect to the secular system :-

"It will be gathered from what has now been 
seen re,pecting Boston, that private schools are 
still in use in the States, especially for the children 
of the more refined and highly educated cbsses. 
This is the case, to some extent, in large cities in all 
parts of the States; and such schools are naturally 
found in the largest proportion where the cities 
are largeet, and where the organisation of society 
is the oldest and the highest. They abound in 
such cities as Bc.ston, Philadelphia, ancl New York. 
Not selclon1, ag:r:,in, high deno1ninntional schools 
attract echolars from the best families. The 
llfethoclist Episcopal Church, being the largest 
,chnrch in the States, has many such schools or, as 
they are commonly called, colleges. The Protest
ant Epis ·opalians, also, in proportion to their 
numbers, have mtmy such. The Presbyterians, 
the Baptists, and the Congregationalists, httvc their 
share. :Female colleges especially are often 
denominational. It need hardly be •11id that 
among the Roman Catholics dcnominatimml s(·hools 
and colleges of every grade arc very numerous. 
Indeed, the Catholic primary sehool organisation 
prevades almost every part of the Union-every 

part where Roman Catholics are found in any 
numbers. The Roman C :ttholics are strongly sup
ported by many of the Episcopalians in demanding 
that a denominational sytem of rate-aided schools 
should be established throughout the Union, as a 
lawful alternative where the common school does 
not meet the demands of all clascss. In some 
phtces denominational priumry schools, which are 
nearly always Roman Catholic, constitute a power
ful opposition to the common-scho ,] organisation. 
The J\iethorli·,ts, the Baptists, the Presbyterians, 
and the Congr'eo·ationalists, generally combine to 
support the co1,';'mon-school sytcm, although this 
is not always true of the Presbyterians. Although, 
however, the Methodists and Presbyterians sup
ported the common-school system, they are 
exceedingly energetic and liberal in providing 
secondary and collegiate education, organised on a 
denomination•>! basis. Not onlv Methodist' col
leges' male and female, but Metl1;clist 'universities' 
are springing up in all directons. Ordinm·ily, 
inrleed, the State college or university, however 
liberally conducted, is set within a denominational 
fmmewnrk, nncl is regultctcd by a faculty, for the 
n1ost part, of oue denominational calor, ancl con .. 
nected with a particuhtr eh urch." 

The whole tendency, the writer went on to 
sh01Y, of education in America was denomina
tional-where it was once secular, it was 
rapidly wearing out; and he also showed by 
figures how rapidly the denominational system 
was growing, and how rapidly the national 
system was falling off. For instance, he men
tioned:-

" In J\1 cw York City what are called the cor
porate schools, and, with these,' the denominational 
schools,' do no inconsiderable slmre of the work of 
primary educat.ion. 'rhe Report of the Board of 
Public Instruction for 1872 shows that the per
centage of incre"se in the average attendance at 
the common schools has steadily diminished since 
1862, having been 61 per cent. increase for the 
period 1857 to 18fi2, 21 per cent. increase from 
1862 to 1867 (inclusivP), and no more than 9 per 
cent. from 1867 to 1872; whr'reas during the same 
intervals the average attenclance at the corporate 
schools had increaeed successively 3 i per cent., 
47 per cont., and 36 per cont. The average 
number now ta11ght in the corporate schools is 
23,418~these schools bt'ing foundation schools, 
chiefiJ in the natnre of charities, which provide 
aiel in the way of food and clothing for children 
who are, or are alleged to be, in very neecly cir
cumstances. But, apart from the corporate 
schools, the Report informs us that the 
increase of attendnnce in the denominational or 
parochial schools~these schools in New York 
being chiefly Roman Catholic, Dutch Reformed, 
and Episcopalian, the first class being much the 
most numerous-has during 'the same period been 
much gre~ter ; and that the increase in the cor
p01·ate ancl parochial or denominational schoc,ls, 
taken together, accounts for the comparatively 
small attendance at the public schools." 

He wi&hed honorable members particularly 
to follow him in what he was reading. It was 
che custom to take America as their example, 
and yet it was proved in the article before 
him that the secular system was rapidly givi11g 
way in that country to the denominational 
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system; that was the fact in the United 
States at the present moment. And, so he 
contended, would it be the case in Queensland; 
they might attempt to fortJe upon the people 
a secular system, but there were a large num
ber of persons who would look upon that as 
a hostile act, and would accordingly withdraw 
their children from the national schools, and 
the denominational schools would thus increase 
as they had done in America. Further on, the 
writer said :-

" In fact, from such causes as hrtve now been 
intimated, the dominion of the common school 
system in the States, as it has hitherto existed, 
appears to be almost everywhere more or less 
threatened. The Roman Catholics insist that the 
existing schools are virtually Protestant schools, 
and demand that their children should be taught in 
Catholic public schools. It becomes increasingly 
evident that things cannot remain as they arc. 
Either the common schools must become purely 
and professedly secular, or else special provision 
must be made for the Catholics." 

He would ask honorable members to take 
those words to heart :-

"In no country indeecl, as yet, has it been found 
possible to maintain permanently a system of 
unsectarianly Christian common schoJls, against 
the pleas and persistence of the Roman Ctttholics. 
In Holland, their Z<•<tl and pertinacity in insisting 
on their claims, led, eighteen years ttgo, to the 
conversion of the former unsectarian system of 
Protestant common schools into a secular system. 
That experiment remains, at present, at best a 
doubtful success. In Canada, the price paid for 
the maintenance of common schools, on an lmse,,
tarian Christian basis-for the rest of the popu· 
lation, is separate and special provision for the 
Roman Catholic. In Germany, in France, ancl in 
Ireland, alike, the experiment of combinedliterarv, 
and moral, and separate religious instruction, hits 
been thoroughly tried, and in all it has proved 
alike, a failure." 

And so it would be in this colony. They 
talked of allowing ministers or priests to enter 
their schools for an hour or two a.-day ; but 
they knew it would be a farce. Childten 
who had been drilled in secular education all 
day, would not put up with instruction from 
the priest after that secular instruction was 
over; so that, whilst pretending that religious 
instruction would be given, it would be 
virtually shut out from the children. He 
would conclude with one or two more short 
remarks by the same writer. He said :-

"The range of education in the States, ao·e for 
age, is decidedly lower in the gradecl public 
schools than in good English schools." 
Again:-

" There is nothing assuredly in the results of 
American free school education to encouraae us 
in this country to adopt so costly an experi~1ent. 
Neither as to efficiency, nor attendance, does it 
promise for us any improvement : and as respects 
compulsion, we have seen how absolutely mythical 
is the idea, that the United States have mastered, 
or even attempted to grapple with, that problem. 
Basion may have its truant officers; New York 
city a, compulsory law, which from the first has 

been absolutely a dead letter; Rhode Island and 
Connecticut may be in the infancy of an attempt 
to mury out a degree and extent of compulsion 
which would be futile and ridiculous in this 
country. 

"Meantime we cannot fail to connect the prin
ciple of free education with that weakening of 
parental influence,"-

that was what he wished particularly to warn 
the committee of--
" and that perilous depreciation, not to say con
tempt, of family responsibilities and duties which 
are at this moment the most painful and porten-

. tous symptoms in connection with the fast and 
ambitions social life of the Strttes. This is a sub
ject on which we dare not enlarge; but it '"tnnot 
but be felt that for children to be educated, not 
under any direction or responsibility of the parent, 
but solely at the charge and under the directio11 
of the St.tte, and for parents to shrink from family 
rBsponsibilitics, are two facts which well agree. 
Other points may also be noted. The youth 
whom the State has educatecl in loco pa>·entis has 
scarce! y left school before he becomes, in most 
parts of the Union, an independent citizen and 
voter, from whom an original and individtml 
opinion on civil and political questions is due ; 
and so, under his father's roof he becomes an 
indepeiHlcnt political power. All tlwse matters 
go together, and all tencl to add intensity to the 
social evils, over. which the wise and good in the 
United States lament." 

That was the effect of State education in the 
United States, wluch they had from that 
writer; it was a weakening of the parental 
influence--

Mr. MacROSSAN called attention to the 
state of the committee. 

A quorum was formed. 
Mr. vV ALSR: He had endeavorcd to show, 

that afternoon, as far as he could, that there 
was no necessity for the Bill. It would noi 
e lucate the chi1dren any better than they 
were now being educated, but it would have 
the direful eflect of setting politician against 
politician, creed against creed, and man 
against man; and although he believed that 
many persons were of opinion that it would 
do away with religious animosity and dis
sension, yet he could not shut his eyes to the 
fa<.'t that it would not have that effect. In Vic
toria, it had been a failure, as religious rancor 
was never so strong as it was at present in 
that colony. Again, teaching their children 
was a matter of conscience with parents, but 
with that the Bill would interfere. Honor
able members might ask how it would inter
fere, but to that he would say, that by the 
proposed State system, they would be driving 
a11·ay a number of children from the commoil 
schools, for a large proportion of people 
would not send their children to schools in 
which they did not believe, and would be 
obliged to send their children out of the 
colony. The Bill would also have the effect 
of keeping out masters who kept private 
schools, and thus persons who, like himself, 
could not here give their children the educa
tion which their consciences told them they 
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should give, would have to send them to be 
educated elsewhere. If the Hill became law, 
one-third of the population would have to 
contribute towards the support of a system 
which their consciences told them was not 
correct, and under which they could not 
allow their children to be educated. 'rhe 
consequence would be, that there would be a 
separate system of education, which he did 
not hesitate to say would be pernicious in its 
effects. and which would not get a footing in 
the colony if the llill was not passed. 
He would ask the honorable Premier to 
say whether the Bill, if' carried, would not 
necessitate the establishment of a number of 
sectarian schools, for they knew that there 
'\~'ere a number of persons who said that they 
would not send their children to the State 
schools, and who said, " If you will not 
allow us to have the present system, with 
which we are quite satisfied, we will have our 
own schools." He would ask the honorahle 
gentleman whether he would like to sprinkle 
over the length and breadth of the colony 
schools of a sectarian character, in which 
most pernicious doctrines were tanght? He 
had mentioned, some time ago, the instance 
of the sectarian school at 111aryborough. [f 
the ::'chool Board had done its duty in that 
ca~e, and had given aiel to that school, which 
had been started by Roman Catholics, the 
case would have been different ; but they 
would not give any aiel-they were a bigoted 
Board. If they had granted that aid, there 
would have been somethmg like 150 children 
educated in it under the supervision of the 
Government, and taught tl·om books autho
rised by the Government ; but a bigoted 
Board refused the aid ;-and what had been 
the consequence? vVhy, that t.he last time 
he went to Maryborough, he found every 
child withdrawn from the National School, 
and a most flourishing Homan Catholic 
school established instead. He believed 
there would be ten such schools to every one 
now, if the Bill \\"as passed into law ; and he 
should certainly be pleased if he found that 
any section of his fellow-colonists refused to be 
co~rcecl, as it was intended they should be, by 
the Bill. 'l'!Je Sta:e had no right to take 
money from the pockets of the people, and 
compel them to send their children to schools, 
knowing, at the same time, that their children 
could not conscientiously receive the education 
at those schools. He would like to know 
what theN onconformists, the Presbyterians, 
and other denominations, would think if the 
J1oman Catholics were stronger, and com
pelled the Government to establish monastie 
schools, and obliged people to send their 
children to them. vVhy, they would say it 
was tyrannical. The Nonconformists called 
their schools secular, but he denied that they 
were, as there was as much, or more, bigotry 
in them than 'Was to be found on the other 
sicle. He would again remind honora1le 
members that it they made America their 
guide, they would find the secular system 

3 z 

to be as great a failure in this colony as it 
was there. The Americans, as a free people, 
condemned the compulsory system, and said 
it was an interference with democratic insti
tutions, as the State had no right to say to 
what schools children should be sent. He 
would warn honorablo members that if they 
pushed the Bill to its extremity they would 
sow the seeds of the most violent religious 
discord in the colony that they .had ~ver 
witnessed in their time. He saw 1t plamly 
coming, and it was because of that that he 
dissented so strongly from the Bill, and was 
so anxious to induce the committee to pause 
before it rushed into an educational system 
which there was no necessity for, which 
nothing in the shape of reason or justice 
justified, and which he did not hesitate to 
say, had not been demanded by the voice of 
the people of the colony. 

1\'Ir. MACROSSAN thought that after the 
manner in which the honorable member for 
the W arrego had ~hown the failure of the 
secular system in the U nitecl States . of 
America, it would not be out of place for lnm 
to call attention to the same failure of the 
secular system which had been established 
in Victoria. But before doing so, he must 
draw attention to the clifterence between the 
system now in force in this colony, and w~en 
the question was first taken up. At the time 
when it was first taken up by Mr. Lilley, it 
'Was stated that there were a large number of 
children not being educated, and that a cer
tain section of the community were unduly 
favorecl. Now that had been dragging its 
weary length along year after year, and poli
ticians had been trying to make the best out 
of it up to the present ti~e ; but he thou~ht 
of all questions educatiOn was ?~e whwh 
should be discussed apart from pohtws. The 
people who had taken up the question some 
years ago were to be excused to a great extent, 
because they imagined that by so doing they 
would be bringing education to thousands of 
children who were not being educated, and 
they were also of opmion that secular educa
tion had been a great success in various parts 
of the world. At that time Victoria had 
not moved in the matter at all, but it was in 
the same position as this colony was in when 
the question was first mooted; but that colony 
had recently preceded Queensland in the 
one respect of establishing a purely secular 
system. He would not detain the co.m
mittee by dwelling upon the ~nea~s by. whwh 
that system became the law m Vwtorm, bm 
since he had last aclclressecl the House, he had 
obtained more information of the succe~s, 
or rather the non-success, of the operation of 
that law. If honorable members would take 
the trouble of looking over the files of the 
Melbourne Argus, or read the telegrams 
which appeared in the Brisbane papers, 
stating that free secular education was a 
failure, they would pause before they plunged 
the colony ;nto that w hi eh would not advance 
education, but would entail greatly increased 
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expenditure on the people. He believed that 
the honorable member for Maryborough, and 
others with that honorable member, were for 
making concessions which they thought they 
should not do, for the purpose of trying to 
conciliate the Roman Catholic people in 
the colony ; but he woulcl refer those 
honorable members to a telegram which 
had appeared not very long ago, stating 
that the Dean of Melbourne had pronounced 
the secular system a failure in Victoria. 
He did not know whether any argument he 
had made use of, or might bring forward, 
would be of any real service in settling the 
question, but at the same time he should not 
like to be addressing empty benches, and for 
that reason he should call attention to the 
state of the committee. 

Quorum formed. 
M.r. BEATTIE said, although he was tho

roughly in favor of the Bill, at the same time 
he should be much better pleased if a measure 
of so much importance could be discussed 
when the members of the Opposition were 
present. He thought such a measure should 
not be gone into .if honorable members were 
purposely keeping away, and that the Govern
ment might very fairly take the matter into 
consideration. 

Mr. KINGSFORD : PerhalJS the honorable 
member for Fortitude Valley would bring the 
members he referred to up from below. 

Mr. BEATTIE: He was not aware there 
were any of them below. He was satisfied 
that when he came up stairs thel'e was not a 
single member of the Opposition in the part 
of the building he was then in. 

The .ATTORNEY-GENERAL sa1d there was 
almost a majority of the whole House present, 
and some honorable members had come down 
at great personal inconvenience to proceed 
with the Bill. It had been said by honorable 
members who were opposed to it, that it was 
one of the most important Bills that could be 
brought before Parliament ; and it would be 
wrong to refuse to discuss it becausE' some 
who opposed it, and others who professed to 
support it, did not choose to take their seats 
in the Chamber. He had every respect for 
the opinions of those who opposed the Bill; 
but for those who had spoken of the deep 
interest they felt in it, and their desire to sPe 
it passed, and who absented themselves that 
their absence might be an excuse for not 
passing it, he did not feel respect. He 
thought they ought to go on with the 
measure, so that the country might know 
who really meant to deal with the education 
question and who did not. Although he quite 
agreed with the honorable member for Forti
tude V alley, that it was extremely unsatisfac
tory for the Bill to be discussed under such 
circumstances, he thought the responsibility 
must rest with those who wilfully absented 
themselves. 

Mr. PETTIGREW said, during last session 
certain honorable members made it their 
business to retire from the House, and they 

had done the same to-night, and he knew the 
sentiments of those gentlemen perfectly well. 
In private, they were decidec1ly in favor of the 
Bill, but, for political reasons, or, rather, he 
should say, constituents' reasons, they voted 
against the second reading of the Bill, while, 
at the se.me time, they were particularly 
anxious it should pass. In fact, if they came 
to the real question at issue, he very much 
doubted that there was a sinhle member in 
the whole forty-two who did not wish the 
Bill to pass. He had spoken to a great many, 
and he had not found one out of the forty-two 
who was not personally in favor of the Bill. 

Mr. BuzACOTT said he was sorry the mem
bers with whom he had hitherto acted, should 
have thought it dPsirable to absent themselves 
from the House to-night. He hoped it was 
a mistake-that they had not intentionally 
remained out of the House, because, when a 
subject of that soTt was under consideration, 
he thought they ought all to be there ; and, 
although in a minority-although unable to 
prevent or obstruct the passing of the mea
sure-they ought to remain in order to try if 
they could not improve it; and he was prepared 
to assist them in every way. As it was, he 
did not think they ought to allow the absence 
of honorable members on that side of the 
House to stop the progress of the Bill. He 
said honorable members on both sides ought 
to be prepared to consider the Bill, and if they 
thought any of its provisions were hurtful, 
they should protest against them strongly at 
the time; but if they were to introduce a system 
of this sort, that the minority should absent 
themselves .from the House, when a measure 
came before it they did not appro\"e of, they 
would soon find that legislation would come 
to a complete standstill. He would strongly 
stand by tl10se with whom he had been asso
ciated, so long as they pursued what he 
considered to be an honorable and straight
forward opposition ; but he would not submit 
to havP the proceedings of the House brought 
to a standstill, because honorahle members 
cho~e voluntarily to absent themselves. He 
felt strongly on the subject. He hac1 come 
down to the House more than anything else 
to assist in settling this question ; and, after 
being there four months, and sitting evening 
after evening, it was not fair to expect that 
he should consent to form one of the minority 
who absented themselves to obstruct it. He 
hoped honorable members would go on with 
it; and if the members of the Opposition 
chose to stay away, he did not think those who 
were there prepared to pass the measure 
could be held responsible. Th'"y could not 
perhaps do with it as it ought to be done by; 
tltey should not have so complete ana accept
able a measure in every respect as they other
wise should have ; but it would not be 
their fault, but the fault of those who cho:e 
to remain absent. 

Ji!Ir. JVI ACROSSAN had no desire to become 
the apologist of honorable members on the 
other sid~, who chose to absent themselves 
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Juring the consideration of such an impor
tant measure ; but there was one reason urged 
by the honorable member: for Stanley, which, 
if correct, should, he thought, be taken into 
consideration. The honorable member stated 
that honorable members were staying away for 
constituents' reasons, and he (Mr. Macrossan) 
suppqsed he meant the constituencies were 
opposed to the Bill. He could put no other 
meaning on the expression. He quite sympa
thised with the honorable member for Rock
hampton, and other honorable members who 
had to sacrifice so much ]Jrivate business to 
assist in legislation, and who, he knew, were 
extremely anxious to get home; but he thought 
it was scarcely an excuse thar the session was 
nearly at an end, because the Bill ought to 
have been brought forward at an earlier 
period, and then there could have been no 
excuses of that kind. The honorable mem
ber for Maryborough seemed to take up the 
secular system as a moans of conciliating the 
Roman Catholics, and he (Mr. J\facrossan) 
could assure him that if he had become a 
secularist on that ground, it was certainly a 
wrong ground. Because any honorable mem
ber who knew history in the past, or con
temporary history, must know that Roman 
Catholics would never consent to be secular
ised in the manner this Bill proposed, and he 
was certain there were thousands of Protes
tants in this colony who were of the same 
opinion as Roman Catholics. If the horror
able member would look at the history of the 
Victorian measure and its results, he would 
come to a different conclusion. vVhcn that 
measure was introduced, there was, no doubt, 
a necessity for an alteration of the system 
then existing, but he denied that there was a 
necessity for the measure introduced. It 
was necessary to bring in the thousands of 
neglected children who were not receiving 
education, and he believed that idea n-as one of 
the strongest reasons which led to the passing 
of the measure now in force. When the Bill 
was before the Victori::tn Legislature, it w::ts 
urged that the waifs and strays should be 
educated, or they would become a burden on 
the colony, and, as far as that was concemed, 
the legislation there had been a failure. The 
waifs and strays were still outside, and that 
colony had gone to enormous cost for that 
which it had not yet achieved. The idea of 
bringincr Roman Catholic children into the 
State sclwols had also been a complete failure, 
and to show what had been the idea of many 
prominent gentlemen in Victoria, he would 
read a few extracts. But, before doing so, 
he would show the futility of that House, 
or of any other Legislature, attempting to 
force a system of education upon ltoman 
Catholics which they could not conscien
tiously adopt. Anyone who had read the 
history of the countries from which they 
had come, England, Ireland, and Scotland, 
and more particularly Ireland, >Yorrld know 
that education had been a great question there 
for a long period. The idea iu Irela•1d, i!l the 

middle of the last century, was to bring 
Roman Catholic children into the State 
schools, and they were successful, hut only 
by abduction. They were successful, to a 
certain extent, in getting orphan children, 
and the children of the poor, who had to 
accept education at the expense of their 
consciences, and by the adoption of a most 
unfair and ungenerous course of procedure, 
which, he thought, no mPmber of that 
House, with their present ideas of free
dom of opinion and freedom of conscience, 
would think of descending to. Again, when 
the national system· was introduced into 
Ireland, there was no class accepted it 
more heartily, and without any mental reser
vation than the Roman Catholics. They were 
quite content with the system of education 
introduced by Lord Stanley, which was the 
same as now existed in this colony, namely, 
to separate the religious instruction and to 
combine the secular. They believed it would 
be the means of enabling them to educate 
their children without any undue interference 
with their religion ; and yet, at the present 
moment, denominational education prevailed 
in Ireland to as great an extent as in any 
country in the world, and under the auspiCes 
of the English Government. And it was not 
the Catholics who had brought that about, lJut 
the Presbyterians of the North of Ireland, 
and he could prove it most easily. The 
system had not been established more than 
ten or a dozen years, when the trust placed in 
it by tl;!O Catholics was broken in upon 
most rudely. The Archbishop of Dublin, 
Dr. Murray, Dr. \Vhately, and other promi
nent individuals of the Roman Catholic, 
Protestant, and Presbyterian churches, formed 
the National Board, in the same way as the 
Board was established here, and they drew 
up rules and regulations, and decided upon 
the books to be used, and the Catholics 
thought nothing unfair in that, and freely 
accrptcd it. But what did they find in Arch
bishop Whately's life by his own daughter
a man who was the head of the Established 
Church in Ireland--a man, who would be 
thought above anything unfair, or who 
would attempt to interfere with the con
sciences of those who did uot belong to his 
church? Ho said:-

"The education supplied by the National 
Bowel is gradually undermining the vast fabric 
of the Irish Roman Catholic Church. I believe, 
as I eaid the other day, that mixed education is 
gmdually enlightening the mass of the people, 
and that, if we give it up, we give np the only 
hope of n·eaning the Irish from the abuses of 
Poper.1f· But I eannot venture openly to express 
this opinion. I cannot openly support the 
Edncation Board as an instrument of conversion. 
I haTe to flght its battles with one hand, and that 
my best, tied behind me."-('· Bishop Whately's 
Life," by his JJaughter, 1st ed., pp. 244-6.) 

Would it not have been natural for people, 
circumstanced as the people of Ireland were, 
to D,t once withdraw therpselves as far as 
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possible from a system of education under 
which proselytism could be carried on in an 
underhand way? The' upshot of that system 
in Ireland had been this :-That a greater 
number of denominational schools had sprung 
up than ever there was before, and there 
was a greater number in the North than in 
any of the other provinces. At the time the 
present system was introduced in Victoria, a 
number of Protestant gentlemen held a meet
ing, at which there were members of different 
denominations, and the general conch1sion 
come to at that meeting was, that religious 
education was a good thing, that the Bible 
was good and was unsectarian, and should 
be used; but for the purpose of weaning 
Catholics from their own schools, they should 
go in for secular education. Amongst those 
gentlemen were Dr. Symons, a Methodist 
gentleman, Dr. Robertson, a member of the 
Presbyterian Church, Dr. Cairns, Dr. 
Macartney, the Dean o'f Melbourne, and 
others who had since changed their views 
on the subject entirely. 'l'hey had come 
to the conclusion that the Rystem was 
a failure in two respects-one because 
the Roman Catholics would never adopt 
it, and also because the waifs and strays 
of society were still uneducated. But 
he would appeal to the honorable member 
for l\faryborough, and to other gentlemen 
who thought similarly to what he did on 
another point, and it was this : He believed 
that honorable gentleman, and those who 
were working with him conscientiously in 
the cause of education, were unthinkingly 
the tools of another great party behind them. 
They d·id not know it; because he was cer
tain, if the honorable member for Mary
borough, and those who acted with him, for 
one moment surmised such was the case, 
they would withdraw from it. There was a 
large and increasing party-not only in the 
colonies, but in all parts of the world-a 
powerful, increasing, and very aggressive 
party, that he might call the party of pure 
secularism, for the sake of secularism itself. 
He knew there were many secularists who 
were religious men, but it was not to them 
he alluded; he meant the secularists who 
were beyond the pale of religion entirely; 
and he said that party was using the horror
able member for Maryborough and others, 
who, not likf' him, had got extreme prejudices 
against the Catholic Church, to protect their 
own, and to obtain their end, which was the 
abolition of all religion whatever. He had 
before him several authorities in proof of 
what he said, and he could produce many 
others. In a publication he received from 
Sydney a short time ago, there was a 
long article entitled, " Secularism in the pre
sent," and he should read an extract from it:-

"I have said before, and it cannot be too often 
repeated in our dnys, that Protestantism has no 
rational standing ground ; the right of private 
judgment, logically developed, kills faith ::mcl estab
lishes free thought; the weaker Protestants must 

, 
go to Rome, and the sturdier must come to us ; 
the real representative of Christianity is the 
Roman Catholic Church, which is now the Papal 
or Ultramontane. 'l'his is well ; 
we know what we have to fight against; the war 
is a l' outrance-Reason against Faith, Science 
against Dogma, Liberty against Despotism, Pro
gress ng·ainst Inertia, Civilization against Bar
barism, Nature and Human Nature against the 
Unnatural and the Inhuman. We know how 
this strife has gone on in the past, we see how it 
is going on in the pres~nt-we think we can 
foresee how it will go on in the future." 
And who were the " us" referred to ? 
The atheists who supported this news
paper, . and wto supported the National 
Rqformer and other gazettes in England, 
and th11y were an increasing portion 
of society. He respected their opinions as 
citizens ; they had a right to expre~s their 
sentiments: but he denied their right to at
tempt to force their system of education upon 
others, and to use at the same time, as a 
means of doing so, men who thought in a 
great measure with him upon the education 
question. In another article, in the same 
paper, there "\\as much stronger language 
used than that. In an article from the Na
twnal Riformer, a paper published in London, 
it said:-

"It hardly requires the gift of prescience to 
foresee that in the times that are approaching, 
the world of the European race will be ranged 
into two, and only two camps-on the one hand, 
Vaticanism, or the rule of Superstition and Un
reason, of Error, Delusion, Intolerance, and 
Violence; on the other hand, Science, or the 
enlightened and peaceful domain of organised 
Common-sense. Between these two mmps there 
will be no pied-a-terre. No such temporary 
halting places as Protestantism and 'fheism can 
continue to be tenable. It will have to be Yes 
or no-no half Yes's, no half No.'s-Reason or 
Unreason. No one can doubt which of the two 
camps will prevail." 
Those, he believed, were the men whom the 
honorable member for Maryborough "\\as un
thinkingly assisting in that system which 
they wished to prevail all over the world. 
But he believed himself that what the gentle
man who wrote that article said was perfectly 
correct-that the result of the system would 
be the death of Protestantism. There cou!d 
not be any doubt about it. Step by step, to 
follow it to its logical limits, as it must be 
followed, Protestantism would gradually be
come extinct ; and, as that writer said, the 
civilised world would be divided into two 
camps-thosewho implieitlyancl undoubtingly 
believed, and whose who believed nothing at 
all. 'J'o prove what some of the people of 
Victoria thought of the system there, he 
would read one or two extracts. He had an 
extract from a newspaper called the Kyneton 
Guanlian, a liberal paper, but in no way con
nected with Catholicism, which stated :-

" 'l'hose who hoped that the question of 
national education would be settled Ly the Act 
of 1872, are probaLly convinced by this time that 
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their expectations stand very little chance of 
being realised. Those who believed that the 
measure would have the effert of utterly sup
pressing the influence of denominationalism must 
ttdmit that they were in error. The question, 
indeed, appears to be more remote 'from 
settlement than it was fifteen years ago, and 
at least in one direction an impetus has been 
given to denominationalism, which is likely to 
produce results far other than those which 
the advocates of the 'lxisting system of public 
education contemplated. It was predicted that 
after the first impulse of indignatiol't had subsided, 
our Roman Catholic fellow colonists would be 
content to fall in with the rest, and make use of 
the State schools rather than incur the expense 
and undertake the responsibility of supporting 
scpamte establishments of their own. So far, 
however, the facts have altogether falsified the 
prediction. \Vhilst they are as vehement as ever 
in their protests against what they stigmatise as 
the gross injustice of compelling them to con
tribute towards the support of a system from 
which they are unable to derive any benefit, they 
are energetically working to establish schools for 
themselves. And although it does not suit the 
extreme secularists to admit the fact, as far as we 
arc able to judge, clergy and laity .appear to be in 
thorough accord upon this subject. We believe 
the number of Homan Catholic children who 
are attending State ?Chools is altogether inap
preciable, whilst not a clay P"sses that we do not 
hear of some fresh effort being made to guard 
against all necessity or excuse for their doing so. 
In several localities the State schools are eo m
paratively empty, and those belonging to the 
denomination overcrowded ; and this not merely 
in places where the population is small an~l 
sc:O,tterccl. In Richmond, for example, we are 
told that whilst t,he new State school, designed 
for the accommodation of 500, has only a third of 
that number on the roll, the Ror:tan Catholic 
school has an average attendance of over 300. 
Appeals for pecuniary aiel are lib..:mlly reeponded 
to whenever and wherever they are made, and 
there appears not the slightest reason to believe 
that the Education Act of 1872 n-ill ever be 
accepted by a denomination which nmnbers 
nearly a fourth of our population. In the Lenten 
Pastorals, which ha;-e recently been issued by the 
Archbishop of lilelboin·ne and the Bishop of 
~all~;·at, special attention is devoted to the ques
twn. 

'l'he experience in that colony showed that 
the Catholics had not come into the State 
schools; that whilst they had to contribute 
to the ~up port of the State schools, they were 
working to establish schools for themselves. 
That was written eight months ago, and the 
pl·esent state of affairs was still worse than 
was sho1Yn by that extract. By a report 
which was not yet published in Victoria, but 
which members in that colony had been told 
would be published in a month, and of which 
some particulars had been given, they found 
that all the efforts of the secular system had 
been reduced to this :-that 5,000 children 
had been added to the rolls. For that pur
pose, the people of Victoria had established a 
system. which would lead, as it was leading 
now, to infinite bickering. It was leading 

one-fourth of the population to look upon 
themselves as suffering from persecution, aud 
also leading the colony into immense debt. 
They had exrended nearly a million of money, 
and they asked for three-quarters of a million 
for this year, £300,000 for buildings, and con
siderably more than £4..00,000 for the working 
of the schools ; and all for an increased 
attendance of 5,000 children. He believed the 
system they now had in this colony was the 
best in the world as far as primary education 
was concerned ; and although the system 
previously in force in Victoria was inferior to 
it, vet, bad as that was, the increase in the 
State schools would have been as great as 
under the present system, while, at the same 
time, 23,000 Catholic children receiving 
education in denominational schools would 
be in the State schools. He found, in 1868, 
the number was 77,000, and in 1870 it had 
increased to 107,000, an increase of 30,000; 
and the increase, under the present system, 
had been only 5,000, notwithstanding its 
enormous cost. But, as far as the Roman 
Catholics of that colony were concerned, 
what had been the result? And, in showing 
what had been the result, he hoped honorable 
members would take into consideration that 
the same result would follow here from the 
establishment of the same system. Like 
causes would produce the same results. The 
result had been that, wherever the aid had 
been withdrawn from a school in Victoria, it 
had been immediately re-opened under the 
denominational system. In the beginning of 
the administration of the system, no doubt 
under the surprise with which the people 
were taken, there were some denominational 
schools permitted to be closed, but within 
six or nine months they were re-opened; and 
now, as the capitation money had been with
drawn, as it was gradually, the schools were 
re-opened under the auspices of the Church, 
and under the direction of the teachers of 
the <0hurch, more exclusively than they were 
before. But, worse than that, the State had 
been put to enormous expense in the building 
of large schools, which he believed could 
scarcely be surpassed, in any part of the 
world, as far as material construction was 
concerned, and they were not half. fillfd, but 
some of them had even been closed for 
want of scholars. In one instance, one of 
these large schools was attended by only 
four scholars, and even they ultimately de
serted the teacher. In the town of Kilmore, 
there were three or four denominational 
schools ; and the Minister, finding this out, 
had a school built capable of accommodating 
the children of all denominations, and three 
months after it was built and open there were 
only one hundred and odd in it, and there 
were two hundred in the Roman Catholic 
school, and they were not all Roman Catholie 
children, some being the children of Pro
testant parents who believed in the systeD;J. of 
giving religious instruction in schools. He 
was perfectly satisfied the same thing would 
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take place here if the same system were 
adopted, and numbers of Protestant children 
would be drawn to the Catholic schools, 
because parents would have confidence that 
the faith of their children would in no way 
be tampered with. But in addition to that, 
the result of the system would be, that, 
politically, the great body of Catholics in ~he 
colony would regard themselves as bemg 
injured-and rightly, too, if they were de
prived of a fair share of the .taxation they 
paid towards education. A.s honorable mem
bers knew, and as the honorable the Premier 
stated, he did not believe a single school 
would be transferred; and the House was 
therefore legislating with the full knowledge 
and conviction that Catholic children would 
not accept the system pr.oposed, and that 
they were therefore inflicting a positive 
injury upon their Roman Cathohc fellow
colonists. They would maintain their own 
schools, and have to support the schools of 
the State ; . and if they could not have 
schools of their own, as would probably be 
the case in some parts of the colony, they 
would have to send their children to schools 
their consciences did not approve of. He 
hoped honorable members w!~o supported th.e 
Bill would place themselves m the same post
tion as the minority at the present time in 
this country, supposing that minority did 
exist, and let them ask themselves what 
would be the result? He would read another 
extract, to show what had been the result in 
Victoria:-

" Catholics arc united as they never before were 
united in this colony, ancl never were their schools 
so well attended. It was expected that the God
less Education Act would tempt Catholic parents 
to set aside the authority of the Church, and that 
it would destroy the faith of their children ; but 
it has only served to evoke a stTOng and uncon
querable Catholic spirit, the fruit of which will be 
a gain to the ,?lmrch in Victoria for very many 
years to come. 
He would particularly make that appeal to 
the honorable member for Jlilaryborough, for 
he was sure if that honorable member thought 
he was acting as an a§ent for that powedul 
party, he would not adopt the course he was 
now taking. The Llrg~ts, the strongest secu
lar newspaper in Victoria, said :-

"It may be a just inference that the only sound 
principle of religious. education is to _leave the 
mind of the child unbmssed by the rehgtous bchef 
of his parents, and allow him to grow to maturity 
before inviting him to decide for himself among 
the various faiths offered for his acceptance." 

He was sure, if the honorable member took 
the trouble to inquire into the workings of 
the great party he alluded to, he would admit 
he had been unknowingly acting as an agent 
in their cause. 

::Yir. WALSH again appealed to the honor
able the Colonial Secretary to reconsider the 
m~tter, and not press the .Bill on that evening. 
He was sure it was not receiving that atten
tion it ought to re.ceive, and probably the 

effect would bo, that it would be thought 
lightly of in another place. 

Mr. MILES was entirely opposed to the 
Bill, and recommended the G_overnment to 
withdraw it aHogether, espeCially as there 
were five or six members pledged to support 
the non-vested system, and the honorable the 
I'remier VIas one of them. He contended 
that, under the circumstances, the only way 
to settle the question was to withdraw the 
Bill and to appeal to the country ; and for 
these reasons he moved-

That the Chairman do now leave the chair. 

Question put, and declared in the negative. 
Mr . .M:clLwRAITH said, with regard to the 

clause before the committee, he had been 
in the House since the question was put, and 
he had heard no reason why it should be 
postponed. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : The reason 
why it should be ]Jostpo~ed was, that it 
contained some blanks w htch could not be 
filled up until the number of sections was 
ascertained. 

Mr. MclLWRAITH said he should vote for 
the motion of the honorable Attorney-General 
under those circumstances ; but he could 
give a much stronger r~ason why it should 
be postponed than the fac_t that the number 
of sections might be vane

1
d, m:d that was, 

that one of "·hat should be tne prmc1pal parts 
of the Bill was omitted. He considered that 
there should be a part providing _for the 
education of children in the bush, wluch sub
ject he considered, was more deserving of a 
sep~rate part than any other p~ovision in the 
Bill. It was well known that m towns there 
was no difficulty in persons getting education 
for their children, but the real difficulty was 
in tYetting children in the bush educated ; 
yet"the Bill, with the excep~ion of ~n.e short 
clause, namely, that referrmg to 1tmerary 
teachers, utterly ignored that great want. 
It was true that itinerary teachers were to 
be appointed, but he believed they wo~ld be 
a failure. On looking over the ev1denC'e 
taken by the Commission, he found that th.ere 
was no evidence whatever taken on that pomt, 
although there certainly ought to have been. 
It was true that there might have been some 
difficulty in getting such evidence ; but st1ll, 
when the Government had gone to such 
expense he thought the Commission should 
have re~ommended some provision for having 
children in the bush educated. They all 
knew V> hat the itinerary teachers would. do; 
they would visit a station once a-week per
haps. But what ought to have been provided 
was that boarding-schools under Govern
me~t management shou;ld be es~ablished, in 
towns like Roma, Blacll:all, Sprmgsure, and 
other places, so t!1~t facilities should be 
afforded to people hvmg m the bush to ~end 
their children to school. It must be adm1tted 
that no more important question could_ come 
before the committee than the educatwn of 
those children who lived in the bush-children 
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who had all the inquiring spirit of youth, 
and yet had no means of being educated. 
They were, as a rule, brought up with men 
who had very loose notions of the conditions 
on which property was held, and, altogether, 
they were placed under peculiar circum
stances, namely, under the control of a class 
of men who led them on to ideas that were 
apt to bring them to destruction, as had been 
seen in the colonies of New South vVales and 
Victoria. It was perfectly evident that even 
if there were schools at Homa and other out
side towns, they could only provide education 
for chilaren living within three miles of them ; 
but in the whole of the Maranoa district, there 
was no means of educating children. The 
whole extent of the Bill before them was simply 
to provide education for the towns, whilst 
the children in the bush were to be neglected 
altogether, and on that account, he 'should 
oppose the Bill, in which he had failed to 
find any clause providing for the want to 
which he was referring. He thought that 
the Government should establish a system of 
boarding-schools ; he knew that the parents 
of children in his district would be perfectly 
willing to pay for the board of their children, 
and were, generally speaking, well able to do 
so ; they did not "~>ish to be treated as 
paupers, but all they wanted was to have the 
means provided by which their children 
should enjoy the same privileges of education 
as those who lived in towns. 'What he com
plained of was, that the Commission had 
quite ignored the matter altogether, and had 
avoided it by merely introducing into their 
report a clause recommending the appoint
ment of itinerary teachers. As he had 
already said, they would be a failure, and the 
people living in the country would find, that 
whilst they were being heavily taxed for the 
education of others, their own children were 
entirely neglected. He could see, even at 
the present time, that there was a disposition 
to hug the towns; he knew that many people 
lived in the towns on the most mt>agre amount 
earned by hard labor, merely for the purpose 
of being able to send their children to 
school ; men who, by going into the bush, 
would get double the wages. But that would 
not be the case if proper provision was made 
for the education of children in the bush-not 
only that, but the men would go into the bush 
and help by their labor to add to their own 
prosperity and that of the country. Anyone 
who was in the habit of ·visiting stations
cattle-stations especially-would see how the 
children were' being brought up ; they would 
see the desirability of having some system 
for the education of those children, especially 
when it was taken mto consideration that 
those people had to pay their share of the 
general taxation. He did not wish ihe 
parents of those children to be treated as 
paupers-they were willing to pay, but unless 
the Government took up the matter, and pro
vision was made for boarding-houses, there 
would be no means of educating bush children. 

That was one great want in the Bill. He 
objected to the way in which the non-vested 
sci10ols were to be put down ; but he com
plained principally that the Bill had utte:-ly 
ignored those children who ought to rece1ve 
the greatest attention. He was confident 
that 'no honorablc member could consistently 
support the Bill unless some such provisio?
was made in it. If the Bill was passed, 1t 
would probably be a long time before another 
one was introduced; and what, he would ask, 
were the children in his district to do in the 
meantime? Nothing would be gained from it 
by the people in the country constituencies, 
except having to pay heavy taxes ; they would 
say, "'vVe have to pay a great deal of money 
for education in the towns, but we have no 
guarantee that our own children will be 
educated." Unless some provision was made 
for the children in the bush, he should oppose 
the Bill in the most strenuous way. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said that if the 
honorable member who had just spoken would 
submit some feasible proposition, he was sure 
it would receive every attention both from 
the Government and the ·committee. He 
must confess that at present he was perfectly 
unaware of what the honorable member 
required, but the honorable member could 
introduce an amendment when they came to 
the twenty-fir.'t clause. 

Mr. lVIciLwnAITH thought that during the 
ten minutes or so that he had been speaking, 
the honorable member might have gathered 
a sort of notion of what he wanted; he 
thought honorable members generally had 
clone so. vVhat he wanted was, to make some 
addition to clause 1, that provision should be 
made for the education of children in the 
bush, and he considered that the present was 
the most appropriate time to bring the matter 
forward. What he complained of was, that 
the principal part of the Bill, or what would 
be to his constituents the principal part of iL, 
had been omitted. If the honorable memb('l' 
would mention it in the clause, he should 
withdraw all opposition until they arrived at 
that part of the Bill where provision could 
be made to supply the want of which he 
complained. 

Mr. vV A.LSH thought it was extraordinary 
that such an important suggestion as that 
which had been made by the honorable mem
ber for Maranoa should not receive any 
attention except from the youngest member 
of the Government ; it was strange that the 
honorable Colonial Secretary should have 
taken no notice of it. That honorable mem
ber seemed to have abandoned all his feelings 
of nationality, and as a Queenslancler, in 
giving up the Bill as he had done t9 the 
youngest member of the Ministry. Last 
year, when the honorable the Attorney
General had, as a private member, introduced 
his Non-vested Schools Abolition Bill, he and 
the honorable Premier were daggers drawn 
on the question, but now they found that 
the honorable gentleman had abandoned the 
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pledges he had given to his constituents, 
and had utterly given himself over to his 
young aide-de-camp, the Attorney-GeneraL 
That was not the position for the honorable 
member at the head .of the Government to 
occupy, and he (Mr. W alsh) would be un
worthy of his position as a member of that 
committee if he allowed such conduct to pass 
without notice. He found that the honorable 
members opposite, who were as well able to 
discuss the question before them as the hon
orable the Attorney-General, were perfectly 
mute. They were so, because that honprable 
gentleman was determined to be the great 
educational exponent of the colony. He was 
really sorry to see those honorable members 
so quiet. He trusted that the honorable 
Premier would, however, get up and tell the 
committee what were his grounds for believ
ing that the system proposed by the Bill was 
a better one than that in existence, and which 
was all-sufficient for the requirements of the 
colony. In the electorate he represented, 
there was not a single school, and yet he was 
supposed to sit there and assent to a meamre 
which would doubly increase the taxation of 
his constituents, which would aggravate ill
feeling between classes, which would cause a 
disruption of classes, and which would create 
a lasting discord, which happily the present 
system had tended to remove. 

Mr. MoREREAD quite agreed with every 
word which had fa,llen from the honorable 
member for Maranoa, and, as a member 
representing an outside constituency, he was 
of opinion, that if the Bill became law in its 
present shape, it would commit a gross in
justice on the people in the outside districts. 
They were already sufficiently heavily taxed, 
but if the Bill became the law of the land, 
they would be doubly taxed, simply to 
educate the children living in the towns ; that 
being so, they would have good cause for 
complaint. No provision had been made in 
the Bill for giving education in the outside 
districts, for the honorable Attorney-Q-eneral 
must be aware that the twenty.first clause 
would not have that effect. He contended 
that the children in the bush required educa
tion more than the children in the towns, as 
they never saw any ministers of religion, but 
were brought up amongst cattle, sheep, and 
horses, and were living in the most depraved 
way amongst people who were as ignorant as 
people could be. Still, many of those persons, 
although so ignorant themselves, would be 
willing to give their children education, but 
by the Bill 1hey would not have an 
opportunity of doing so : notwithstanding 
which the Government took very good care 
that they should be taxed for the education 
of others. The honorable Attorney-General 
had stated that the honorable member for 
Maranoa could introduce an amendment after 
the twenty-first clause, but by that time the 
main principles of the Bill would have been 
carried. They all knew what mercy a mouse 
,lllight expect at the hands of a eat, and he 

"contended that if the main principles of the 
Bill wer , passed, there would be very little 
chance of getting anything out of the honor
able Attorney-General afterwards. 'l'he 
system of itinerary teachers would be a 
perfect farce, but if the idea of the honorable 
member for J'.1aranoa was put into shape 
at all by the honorable Attorney-General, 
and a system of boarding-houses was estab
lished in the centres of population in the 
outside districts, it would be a great boon, 
and would alleviate the wrongs under which 
the people in those districts thought they 
suffered at the present time-that of being 
taxed for the education of the children in the 
towns. The want of such a provision had 
been one reason for his opposing the Bill, and 
another was, that it would do a great wrong 
towards a large section of the community who 
had his sympathy. He should do all he could, 
both directly and indirectly, and in every way, 
to prevent the passing of the Bill, and should 
use every form permitted by the . House to 
prevent its becoming law in its present shape. 

.Mr. DouGLAS thought it would be a sub
ject for regret if honorable members opposite 
should decide upon the course of action which 
had been threatened by the honorable mem
ber for the Mitchcll. The Government, 
having passed the Bill through its second 
reading, were bound to go on farther, and 
pass it, even if the session was thereby pro
longed. Nothing had been gained by the 
action which had been taken by the honor
able gentlemen opposite that night, and 
seeing that, they surely might allow the Bill 
to go on. The honorable member for Maranoa 
had certainly introduced a very interesting 
portion of the subject, and one which could 
very properly be' discussed when th0 com
mittee came to the 20th and 21st clauses of 
the Bill. That suggestion might be carried 
out by the Government, and would, perhaps, 
have been provided for them l1ad they not been 
afraid of the expense ; there were other matters 
which, perhaps, had not been introduced for 
the same reason. He had no doubt, that if 
the honorable member would introduce his 
suggestion in some form, the honora ble 
Attorney-General would consider it, and give 
some assistance. He thought that the tactius 
adopted by many honorable gentlemen 
opposite were very much to be regretted, as 
the Government were bound in honor not to 
prorogue the Parliament until they had 
carried the Bill through its various stages, as 
it was considered to be the most important 
question of the session; therefore, the mode 
of treatment adopted by honorab!e members 
waB futile. Even if they were reall acting 
for the good of the country-even if the con
tingency they talked of was likely to be 
attained-namely, a dissolutio:1-it would 
he different; but the Bill had gone so far, 
that there could be no ground for, or pro
spect of, a dissolution. On that ground, 
the tactics of the Opposition were bad; they 
had discharged their consciences by op-
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posing the second reading, and would 
appear before their constituents in a better 
light than in dealing with the Bill as 
they were now doing-which was a manner 
that could not satisfy them. It would be far 
better if they would let the Bill go on until 
their points of difference were reached, and 
take divisions on them; and, if they were 
thinking of a dissolution, they were bound 
to play the best hands they could, instead of, 
as they were now doing, playing into the 
hands of the Government. 

Mr. McTr.wnAJTH ''aid he li'as glad that he 
could calculate upon the support of the hanor
able member for .Maryborough in what he 
had brought for11ard-namely, making pro
vision for the education of children in the 
bush ; but he must correct the honorable 
member in ono resnect The honorable "en
tleman seemed to> think that the pia; he 
adrocated would he attended with very great 
expense; but he would not have advocaterl it 
if he thought that the parents of the child
ren to whom he referred would be indebted 
to the country : he knew that they would be 
able and willing to pay. At 1wesent, although 
all the people were taxed, the. schools were 
confined to the towns, and it was the duty 
of the Government to provide some system 
for extending the benefits of education to 
children in the bush. The system of itine
rary teachers Kould not meet that want at all, 
and, therefore he had recommended a system 
which, he thought, would meet it; at the 
same time, he must be understood as object
ing to anything approachi11g to the children 
being treated as paupers. vVith regard to 
the other part of the honorable member's 
speech, he would remirid him that it had 
been as much as the Government could do, 
early in the evening, to form a quorum, 
which showed that there was not sufficient 
interest taken in the question by their own 
party to make a House. Then, again, he 
would refer to the wav in which twa or three 
very good speeches delivered on his side of 
the committee had been received by the 
Government, one honorable member of which 
·was reading, another lying down, and another 
sleeping-at least, apparently so. That was 
not, he thought the proper way to treat 
honorable members; moreover, honorable 
members on his side had particular rea;;ons 
for opposing the progress of the Bill that 
evening. For him,elf, he did not intend to 
oppose it until he came to a particular clause, 
when his side would have to collect their 
forces and make a stand. He »as quite 
willing to agree to the postponement of the 
clause, and to go on to the next. 

Mr. vVALSH poinLed out that there were 
only two honorable members on the Treasury 
benches, which he thought was a matter of 
which the committee had a right to complain 
when so important a question was being dis
cussed. He thought the honorable Premier, 
of all others, should not have absented himself 

from the Chamber, leaving the whole manage
ment of the Bill to his young colleague, the 
honorable Attorney-General. There was no 
question which should so much demand the 
care!'ul watching of the honorable Premier of 
the colony as the one before them ; more es
pecially as the honorable gentleman, who was 
the veteran politician of the uolony,. had been 
made to change his opinions on the question, 
in opposition to promises which he had gi>en 
to other honorable members as well as him
self (Mr. vValsh), that he would protect the 
present system. He trusted that honorable 
members would see the necessity of com
pelling the "'hole Government to show that 
their hearts were in the I:lill. The only sup
port the Bill had received, up to the present 
time, was from the honorable Attorney-Gene
ral, w o had moved the postponement of the 
first clduse. 

Mr. DouGLAS: We ha1e already discussed 
the Hill. 

Mr. iV ALSII : Ho would beg the honorable 
member's pardon : the Bill was never really 
discussed on the second reading ; there were 
assertions made which were altogether beside 
it, but even the honorable gentleman himself 
did not discuss the vital parts of it. He 
had no doubt the honorable gentleman dis
cussed the Bill when he was a member of the 
Commission. 

Mr. DouGLAS: The Commission had 
nothing to do with it. 

Mr. W HSH was very glad they had not. 
The Bill had not been discussed, it was a 
foregone conclusion, and he contended now, 
that in the absence of the honorable Premier, 
they had no right to go on with it. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: As regarded the 
statement of the honorable member tor the 
VVarrego that there was no intereRt taken in 
the Bill, he thought it was quite the reverse, 
as thirty-six members had taken their seats 
during the evening. It had occurred to him, 
on looking at "M ay," that it was a very 
uncommon thing for an honorable Speaker to 
take a prominent part in debates in com
mittee. " May" said:-

"But while in the chair, the' Speaker is thus 
restrained by usage in the exercise of his indepen
dent ju([gment, in a Committee of the whole House 
he is entitled to speak and vote like any other 
member. Of late years, however, he has generally 
abstained from the exercise of his right." 

And then followed a list of instances in which 
the Speakers had exercised their right. 

Mr. W ALSH said he did not suppose that 
" May" had ever heard of a ~peakcr being 
elected to the chair in order to gag him. It 
should be remembered that he had never 
been a willing occupant of the chair, and if 
he occupied the position of Speaker, it was 
because he had been placed in it against his 
will. He would state, however, that so long 
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as he considered it his duty to his country or 
to his constituents to take part in debates in 
committee, he should do so, and should show 
that he had never given up his independence 
as a member of that House. 

Mr. MoREHEAD said the honorable Colonial 
Secretary thought he had done a masterly 
stroke when he put the honorable member 

'for W arrego into the chair against that horror
able gentleman's wishes; but he had found 
that he had made a mistake ; and now the 
honorable member's lieutenant came clown 
~ncl read an extract from "May" to show that 
1t was not customary for Speakers to speak in 
committee; the honorable member ought to 
be ashamed of himself. He thought the 
honorable member and the honorable Colonial 
Treasu!'er should be driven in a curricle 
together, as they had both made a most 
unwarrantable attack upon the honorable 
member for the W arrego. The honorable 
Attorney-General should be ashamed of him
self for ransacking " May" to find something 
by which he might try and traduce the 
character of the honorable member for the 
W arrego, simply because that honorable 
member held different views from himself 
on the subject of education. He thought, 
if the honorable gentleman in charge of 
the Bill would introduce some system of 
local taxation, so that those who benefited 
by the schools would pay for thorn, it 
would disarm opposition in some quarters, at 
all events. It was manifestly unfair that the 
inhabitants of the outside districts should 
have to pay for that from which they derived 
no benefit whatever. He commended this to 
the serious attention of the honorable gentle
man, and hoped it would induce him to con
sent to some amendment which would relieve 
the people of the interior of taxation for the 
benefit of large centres of population. 

Mr. MACROSSAN thought the honorable the 
Attorney-General had proved himself a very 
young man, and even worse than a young 
man. He professed to be extremely anxious 
to get on with the Bill, and yet he got up 
and quoted "May," and threw down a bone 
of contention, and insulted the honorable the 
Speaker. He (Mr. Macrossan) contended 
the position of the Speakh of that House 
was not analogous to that of any Speaker who 
had ever occupied the chair in the House of 
Commons. No Speaker had e\'er before been 
compelled to take the chair against his will; 
and he maintained the honorable the Speaker 
had a perfect right to stand on the floor of 
th11t House and defend his opinions and the 
interests of his constituents in committee. 
The Government, by a. party vote, placed 
him in that position, because they knew he 
would be a sting in their sides, and they 
thought, by putting him in the chair, they 
would silence him for ever. But he was not 
to be silenced. He had the strength and 
the moral courage to defend his opinions ; 
and he (Mr. Macrossan) hoped the House 

would protect the dignity of the c.hair by not 
allowing the occupant of it to be offended 
by any member of the Ministry, young or 
old. 

Mr. MolL WRAITH also condemned the con
duct of the honorable Attorney-General in 
introducing this subject when there was a 
prospect of being able to get on with the Bill. 
He argued that the honorable the Speaker 
was not to be gagged because he had been 
placed in the chair. He was placed there 
against his will, and he was perfectly justified 
in advocating the claims of the large and 
important constituency he represented. They 
had had the pleasure of hearing that horror
able gentleman on several occasions, and the 
Gov~rnment might have saved him from 
rising by doing for his constituents what they 
ought to have clone before. They had neglected 
his constituents ; they had put him in a posi
tion where he could not fiilly attend to the 
reqmrements of his constituents, and when 
he got up to advocate their claims, the horror
able the Attorney-General rose and said so 
and so had been done by the Speaker of the 
House of Commons. Ho certainly thought, 
before doing that, the Government ought to 
have acknowledged the justice of his claims, 
on behalf of his constituents, when the :Esti
mates were before the House. 

Mr. MILES complained of the great waste 
of time there had been throughout the 
session, and attributed it solely to the action 
of the Government. In th{s instance. it 
had arisen from the action of the honorable 
the Attorney-General, IVhich he thought 
most unjustifiable. He had one great ob
jection to the Bill, and that was, that it 
provided to create a Minister of Education. 
He thought they had Ministers enough 
already, and he should never iend his assist
ance to saddling the country with anotlter 
thousand a-year for that purpose. He main
tained that when education was made free in 
thi£ colony it was done so unconstitutionally, 
by the insertion of a paragraph in the 
Governor's Speech, and the honorable gentle
man now at the head of the Government was 
a consenting party to it. And now they 
found this Hill was tried to be passed uncon
stitutionally. There were five or six mem
bers on the other side who had given a pledge 
to support the present system, and they had 
gone ovar and sold their constituents ; aml 
he said the passing of this Bill would not 
settle the question. The honorable member 
for Stanley had given a pledge, and so had 
the honorable the Premier ; and the fact 
was, if the Bill passed, it would have been 
passed under false pretences. The Govern
ment had appointed a packed Commission to 
bring up a report for the purpose of passing 
this Bill, and he hoped it would not become 
the law of the land- at all events, mttil the 
feeling of the country was taken upon the 
question. If he were then in a minority, 
he would submit, but until then he should 
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not. He thought they had discussed the 
Bill long enough, and he now moved 

That the Chairman do now leave the chair. 

Mr. PETTIGREW said the honorable mem
ber for Carnarvon had accused him of break
ing a pledge he had given to hi~ constituents. 
He denied it in toto; he had never broken a 
pledge. If the honorable member referred 
to some letter he (Mr Pettigrew) had 
written, let him produce the letter. He had 
heard about this letter-writing before, and 
the letter referred to had been shown round 
amongst certain honorable members privately, 
and he said again, let the honorable member 
produce it, and he (lVIr. Pettigrew) would 
show who was the best man of the two. He 
would show who was the man of honor; he 
would show who was the man of principle, 
and the honorable member should never say 
another word about it unless he was prepared 
to produce the letter. But that was not to 
the point ; and he really thought it was time 
they went on with business. It was no use 
delaying it, because the Bill would have to 
be passed. He knew the opinion of the 
country, and it was real civil and religious 
liberty they wanted, not the " brummagcm" 
article. He thought it was a mistake to 
discuss the merits of the Bill. The question 
had been discussed over and over again, 
until they were perfectly tired of it, and the 
sooner they got to actual business the better. 

Mr. \V ALSH said, so that they might know 
who were the supporters of the Bill, and the 
position they should occupy in regard to the 
question, he should read a letter signed by 
one of those honorable members, and he 
should do so in support of the statement he 
made in the early part of the evening-that 
neither the honorable the P<·emier. nor other 
honorable members who were supporting the 
Bill, were representing their constituents on 
this question, but that, in fact, they were 
misrepresenting them ; and that they were 
acting in direct violation of their pledges. 
He said the honorable member for Stanley 
had given a distinct pledge, and he (Mr. 
vValsh) called upon the country to record 
the fact that this Bill was being passed, 
thrust, as it were, through that Assembly, 
in violation of pledges made by important 
members like the honorable the Premier 
of this colony, and the honorable member 
for Stanley. 

Mr. PETTIGREW: No, no. Head it. 
Mr. W nsn : He would read it. He 

said this was a most important matter. How 
could they expect their educational system 
to flourish when it was ba~ecl upon false 
promises and broken pledges ? He asked 
honorable members, who were as right
minded and better minded than he was, in 
that phalanx-that stony phalanx-if they 
considered the Bill dealing with the education 
of the colony should be based upon such 
support as that ? He asked them it they 
could reconcile the position they occupied 

with this one fact-that the Bill was to be 
carried by a majority, th~t majority .hav~ng 
broken their pledges-w:r1tten and 1mphed 
pledges-to their constituents? When he 
saw an evil like this being inflicted upon the 
colony, he cared not for any position; he 
regarded his first and highest duty to be to 
the colony, and he would perform that duty. 
If the Bill were ever so good-if it provided 
for the promulgation of every desirable 
description of education, he should protest 
against it if it were founded upon fraud-if 
its basis were broken pledges. The honor
able member for Stanley had called upon him 
to read this letter. He did. not know the 
individual to w horn it was addressed, but it 
was to Mr. John McGrath. 

Mr. FooTE rose to order. He wished to 
know if the honorable member was in order 
in reading the letter ? That honorable gentle
man had ruled that he could not read a letter 
unless it were to become a record of the 
House. 

Mr. PETTIGREW said he should be very 
much pleased if the honorable gentleman 
was allowed to read it . 

. iYir. W ALSH said he was not infringing 
any rule of the House by reading the letter. 
It did not animadvert upon any debate that 
had taken place in the House. 

Mr. FooTE said, if it were the wish of the 
committee, he should withdraw his objection; 
but it appeared to him to stand in the same 
position as the case he had referred to. 

.Mr. W ALSH said he preferred that it 
should not be read. 

.Mr. PETTIGREW insisted that, in justice to 
himself, the letter should be read. If the 
honorable member would give it to him, he 
would read it. 

After some cliscussion,-
Mr. W ALSH said, as it appeared to be the 

cle~ire of the committee that the letter should 
Le read, he would do so :-

"Ipswich, Nov. 17th, 1873. 
"Mr. John McGrath. 

"DEAR Sm,-I am in receipt of your favor of 
this clay's date, in reference to my views on the 
Education question in connection with my candi
dature for the electorate of Stanley. 

"I can add nothing further than what is stated 
in my printed address to the electors, which has 
been before the cou11try since September 12th ; 
but if, as you state, my opponents are questioning 
or attern pting to mislead the electors, I beg to 
assnre you that I see no good objection to the 
present system of education." 
He quite agreed with the honorable member ; 
he saw no objection, and for the life of him he 
could not understand why they should come 
clown and endeavor to upset that system. 

An HoNORABLE MEMBER : Read it without 
comment. 

Mr. WALSH (reading)-
" It has worked well in this part, and by some 

modification in the Board of Management, pro
mises fair to continue so." 
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That was exactly what the opponents of the 
Bill said. 

":And besides, I see no objection to any denomi
nation who w1sh to erect a school and maintain it 
in an efficient state, giving the time required by 
the Board to purely secular education, being 
allowed to gire suck additional instruction as the 
parents oftke children may see fit. 

" I ren1a'in, 
"Yours truly, 

"JOHN PETTIGREW." 

He endorsed eYery word of that letter .. It 
was. a credit to the honorable member. It 
was in accordance with the wishes of his 
constituents ; but it was entirely antagonistic 
to the principles of this Bill. He would 
make the honorable member a present of the 
letter. On the faith of that letter he had 
been returned to that House; and he would 
ask, was he justified in now voting for the 
present Bill P He maintained that that con
stituency had been misled by that gentleman 
when he wrote that letter. 

Mr. PETTIGREW said, at last the letter was 
out ; . and like a great many things they were 
fightmg for for a long time, when it did ap
pear, there was really very little in it. He 
had no hesitation in stating that his letter was 
simply an exposition of the Bill under which 
the Board of Education administered its 
affairs-neither more nor less. He had been 
accused of making and breaking a pledge
with being a pledge-breaker, and all sorts of 
things ; but the man who gave that letter to 
another party had broken a far more serious 
and important pledge. The very man who 
handed over that letter -and it was handed 
over long before the debate took place on the 
Bill-what did that man say with respect to 
the correspondence? He said this," No public 
use shall be made of them." 'l'he letter con
taining those words was signed by Andrew 
Horan. Andrew Horan stood at the altar as 
a priest, and he went and broke his word. 
And he was one of the denominational teachers, 
and what was bad at the root must be 
bad in the branch. He tried to bring him 
(Mr. Pettigrew) into the bull-ring about 
broken pledges, but he had broken his own 
pledge; he had done so deliberately, and 
without a thought upon it. Now, he had a 
letter, Learing the same date as that which 
had been read by the hqnorable member for 
W arrego, and he should read it:-

"St. Mary's, Ipswich, 
"17th November, 1873. 

" (1.) That the present system of education. if 
fairly carried out, would meet the requirements 
of the times. 

" (2.) That four hours of secula1' instruction 
being given each day in non-vested scho<Yls, the 
school building and teacher shall be entirely from 
under the control of the Board, &c., &c. 

" (3.) That successful pupils for Grammar 
School scholarships shall be awarded the value of 
the scholarship in money, and be allowed to com
plete their education where they please, should 
they object to attending a Grammar Srbool. 

" ( 4.) That a reasonable average attendance of, 
say, 40, 50, or 60 pupils shall entitle a non-vested 
sc~ool to State aid, independently of a vested 
sc,wol m the same locality. 

" (5.) That ships shall sail periodically from 
England, Ireland, and ~cotlancL 

". (6.) That the people shall have an orpor
tumt:v of purchasing the lands of the country. 

"N.B.-If you c~n adopt ~he foregoing points, 
I should feel obhgeu to you If you would write 
them ont, and return them to me as soon as pos
sible. No public use shall be made of them. 

"ANDREW HORAN." 

And here was a public use made of them. 
They had been hawked about, and he had 
heard of them ever since he had come down 
to the House this session. And what was 
there in them? .His reply was dated No
vember 18th, 1873, and was to the following 
effect:-

"DEAR SIR, 

" In reply to your queries as contained in 
your memo. of yesterday's date, I be()' to inform 
you that I have already replied to qu~stions 1 2 

· 5, and 6 in my winted address and furthe~ 
elucidated them in my letter to yo,; of yesterday's 
date. 

" The 3rd query respecting the Grammar School 
scholarships is provided for by statute. See 
Education Act of 1860, clause 9. 

" The 4th query respecting non-vested schoo)s 
I shall alwuys deem it my duty as well as a privi~ 
lege to p~esent any memorial from any portion of 
my constituents, to advance their interests. 

" I trust that the above explanation will satisfy 
you. 

"J. P. 
"Mr. John McGrath." 

Now, what was there in all that in the 
shape of a pledge or promise, that he could 
not come to the House and do his duty p 
The only man who had broken a pledge was 
that clergyman. He (Mr. Pettigrew) had 
broken none ; and, although the honorable 
gentleman "·ho read it had deared out since 
he commenced to speak, he was evidently 
ashamed to read a letter of that sort. VVhere 
had he (Mr. Pettigrew) given a spBcial pledge 
in that P He said, in his published address 
to his constituents, that he was in favor of the 
present system of m1tional education as 
established in the colony. He believed those 
were ~he words he ~ad used. He had always 
been m favor of natwnal education, and there 
had been no doubt in the world about his 
views. He lost an election twelve years aO'o 
on the same question, and he had never h~d 
any doubt as to what was the right system 
for t~is colony. .But the present system was 
m. ex1stence, !!'11.d 1t was not made a question 
w1th any portwn of the community except the 
Roman Catholic portion. And was it likely he 
would satisfy any party by saying that he 'had 
come to a foregone conclusion to leave things 
as they were? Was it to be supposed, that 
an honorable member was never to advance to 
something better, more especially when a Bill 
came on which positively met the require-
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ments of his constituents, and the colony 
generally? He had no hesitation in saying, 
it did meet the requirements of his consti
tuents-Catholic and Protestant; and there 
was no section of his constituents suffering 
from education, because they were united, 
and went hand-in-hand to get schools 
established. They saw the necessity for 
unity in country places, and they worked 
heartily together for the erection of schools. 
If the clergy had objections, it did not follow 
that laymen·were to hold the same objections. 
It came home much more to a ma1i, he did 
not ca.re to what denomination he !'Jelonged, 
to see his children growing up in ignorance, 
than to the clergymen. He was very glad 
the letter bad been read ; and as for breaking 
any pledge, his constituents were perfectly 
satisfied with him ; and if any gentleman 
felt anxious to take his place, he would give 
him a run at any time, for the electorate of 
Stanley. 

Mr. MAcRoss.A.N said the bonorable mem
ber for Stanley had made a very serious 
charge, which he thought he had not sub
stantiated in the speech he had just made. 
Re had accused a reverend gentleman named 
Andrew Roran of breaking a pledge not to 
make public a certain statement. but where 
was the proof that the pledge had ·been 
broken ? The letter read by the honorable 
member for the W arrego was not addressed 
to Andrew Horan, but to some other gentle
man named McGrath, and how did these 
thine-s agree P Could the honorable member 
for Stanley give any proof that the gentle
man he had accused of pledge-breaking had 
done so? 

Mr. PETTIGREW: Yes. 
Mr. MACROS SAN: Thehonorablemember had 

not .done so yet, and he thought they were 
bound to have some explanation of the dis
crepancy between the statement of the honor· 
able member and the ccrrespondence read by 
himself and the honorable member for the 
Warrego. 

Mr. PETTIGREW said he did not want to 
bring up parties' names in that House, but 
be had been forced to do so. The Rev. Mr. 
Horan called upon him at his own house on 
the evening of the 16th November, and a con .. 
versation took p:ace. That reverend gentle: 
man was not an elector of Stanlev, and it 
was an understood fact that he (l\IJ'r. Petti
grew) refused to enter into correspondence 
upon educational matters with any person 
who was not an elector. Mr. McGrath was 
therefore suggested as the proper medium for 
such correspondence, and he (Mr. Pettigrew) 
d~>livered the letter to Mr. McGrath, and he 
delivered it into Mr. Horan's hands. He 
(Mr. McGrath) told him so, and he (Mr. 
Pettigrew) saw him leave his house to take 
it. 

Mr. BAILEY was pleased to have at last got 
to the bottom of a little of this priestly 
electioneering. It had long been the opinion 
of a particular body of men that there was a 

deal of that s.ort of thing carried on, and now 
had burst upon them the sly and malicious 
way in which this business was practised. 
Here was a clergyman going into an electorate 
in which he (Mr. Bailey) believed he did not 
even reside, and putting pledges to a candidate 
for that electorate, which pledges were re
quired to be answered; and he could not for 
shame demand the answer to he sent to him
self, but required a third person through 
whom they should be answered. This was a 
system he was sorry to say they had known 
for a lcng time, but they had never been 
able to bring it to hook yet, and he was 
very glad that this expose had taken place. 
Re was also glad that the di~cussion had 
taken place for another reason, which was 
that the question of education seemed to 
have become narrowed down to a dispute 
between two parties in the colony. It. was 
sii;Bply this : A certain church declared that 
their existence depended upon the. continu
ance of the present system of education, and 
those who formed the large majority. said 
they would not be tax:ed for the support of 
that system, nor for the carrying on of it. Re 
was very pleased to find the question was so 
narrowed, because now they could know 
exactly upon what footing they stood, and they 
would be able to vote not only conscientiously, 
hut straightly on this question. They had 
conceded in this much :-As Protestants 
they had conceded that their Protestant 
religion should not be taught in schools, so 
that the opposing church should have nothing 
to eomplain of. They had given way as much 
as they could, and now that church wished 
to force upon them that they should not only 
dispense with their teaching their religion in 
schools, but that they should support the teach
ing of t.heic peculiar dogmas. Re was also glad 
that the question was narrowed, for another 
reason, and that was, that it had been declared 
in the House that evening that there should 
be but two systems in existence-either 
Atheism or Roman Catholicism ; that they 
would finally drift into one or the other. If 
that was to be the effect of the system of 
education contended for by the opponents 
of the Bill, he for one would ·stand up against 
it. They, as Protestants, had existed for 
300 or 400 years or more, and they were pre
pared, as Protestants, to say, they would exist 
for many hundred years to come. They were 
not prepared to drift into Atheism, nor were 
they prepared to support any system of edu
cation which would drift them intv Roman 
Catholicism. 

Mr. PEOHEY fully endorsed the opinion 
of the honorable member for Wide Bay. 
Re thought the remarks made by the 
honorable member for Kennedy at one cer
tain hour of the evening were calculated to 
divert the attention of the committee from 
the real question at issue, and to introduce 
a religions bia.s into the discussion ; but at the 
same time, he thought the arguments adduced 
by that honorable member were the strongest 
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that could possibly be brought forward in 
fav0r of the Bill. 

Mr. MoREHEAD called attention to the state 
of the committee. 

Quorum fo1med. 
Mr. MoREHEAD said, in regard to the 

remarks which had been made by the horror
able member for Wide Bay, about priestly 
influence being brought to bear upon elec
tions, that there were other influences used
the Orange influence, for instance. He 
believed that honorable member knew of 
cases where that influence had been very 
strongly brought to bear on an election not 
very far away from the town of Brisbane. 
Every honorable member must have seen, 
from the action taken by the honorable 
member for Wide Bay, that he was a strong 
advocate of Orange views. He considered 
that there was more bigotry in the way in 
which Orange associations brought influence 
to bear upon elections than in the influence 
said to be brought to bear by Roman 
Catholics, so that the remarks of the honor
able member had come with very bad grace 
from him. He had spoken of the bigotry of 
the so-called liberal section of the commu
nity-the N onconfo1·mists-and he would 
again say that there was no class who took 
such narrow views as they took; the more 
liberal they called themselves the more 
narrow-minded were they. He would appeal 
to any honorable member, who knew the 
action taken by Orange associations, to say 
whether he was right or wrong, and he con
tended that the action taken by them during 
elections was far greater than any taken by 
Roman Catholics. 

Mr. PECHEY said he had listened to the 
remarks of the honorable member for the 
Mitchell with more coincidence with them 
than was usual, and he thought that honor
able member had very nearly hit at the root of 
the cause with regard to the differences be
tween different sects. It might have been 
his misfortune, or his good fortune, to have 
been brought up amongst people who held 
very peculiar ':iews on religious subjects
people who beheved that the Church should 
be altogether separated from the State ; and 
those were the opinions he now entertained, 
and to which he should adhere. 

Mr. BAILEY objected to the honorable 
member for the .Mitchell talking about 
Orange associations, or even about N oncon
formists, as he had done, that evening, as 
the honorable member knew nothing about 
either. 

Mr. MoREHEAD said if the honorable mem
ber would give him leave to use a piece of 
information he had himself given him about 
the Orange influence that was used at a late 
election, he would enlighten the committee 
by repeating it. What he had pointed out 
was the gross impropriety of the honorable 
member representing to the committee that 
there was priestly interference on the p&rt of 
:Ro!!lan Catholics during the elections, when 

the honorable member himself lived in a glass 
house. 

Mr. W ALSH said it was of importance that 
the honorable Premier should give some ex
pression of opinion regarding the Bill before 
the committee, which was a most important 
measure, and one that would change--

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY rose to a point 
of order. Were they to continue discussing 
the conduct of the leader of the Government, 
or to discuss the question. before the com
mittee-namely, the postponement of clause 1 
of the Bill? 

Mr. WALSH said it was evident that the 
honorable member was not attending to what 
was going on, or he would have known that 
the question was, that the Chairman leave 
the chair. It was a most important measure, 
and it was of no use for the honorable 
Premier to try and shelve the matter at all. 
It was the most important question that 
could be brought before Parliament, and cne 
upon which the honorable Premier of the 
colony had given a distinct pledge to his 
constituents,· upon which alone he had been 
returned to that House and had taken his 
position as Premier. Yet they found that 
the present moment that honorable gentle
man had overthrown his constituents on the 
question. 

Mr. PETTIGREW: No. 
Mr. V{ ALSH : They all knew the influence 

the honorable member for titanley had over 
the honorable Premier ; they knew the 
disastrous influence he had over the honor
able member at the head of the Government, 
but he trusted that the destinies of the colony 
were in better hands than those of the honor
able member for Stanley. The honorable 
Premier had no heart in the Bill, and he 
knew that his constituents had no con
fidence in the Bill. He would ask the 
honorable member again, whether he did not 
honestly think that the present education 
system was all that was required by the 
colony? He believed that honorable gentle
man thought so, and yet he had, at the dicta
tion of the youngest member of the Ministry, 
allowed the present Dill to be brought for
ward. He much regretted that he had to 
take such a position that .evening, but it was 
due to the last member who had forced himself 
into the Cabinet for the purpose of passing the 
Bill before them. That honorable member 
thought that such a measure should become 
the law of the colony; but he did not, and 
his Parliamentary experience was mueh 
longer than that of the honorable member. 
He was not going to be put down by him, 
and ney]ect what he considered to be his 
sacred duty to the country, namely, to en
deavor to prevent a perniciotlS system of educa
tion being passed at the dictation of the 
youngest member of the Cabinet, and against 
the wish of the honorable the Premier; at 
any rate, he was perfectly sure it would be 
against the opinions uf the constituencies 
generally. Bather than he would sell his 
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constituents on such an important subject, 
he would cease to be a member of the House; 
nay, he would sooner leave the country. 
He was sorry to see the honorable member 
for ]',l[aryborough, who represented one of 
the worthiest constituencies in the colony
a constituency which had never been trifled 
with before-he was sorry to see that honor
able member elect to sit beside honorable 
members who were known to be misrepre
senting their constituencies on the very im
portant subject of education. 

The amendment, That the Chairman leave 
the chair, was rut and negatived. 

The question was put and passed. 
On chtuse 2, as follows. 
"In this Act the following terms shall unless the 

contrary appears from the context have the 
meanings next hereinafter assigned to them that is 
to say-

' The Minister ' shall mean the responsible 
Minister of the Crown who shall be at 
the head of the l~ducation Department 
herebv e~tablished 

' The Corp.omtion ' shall mean the corpora
tion solo hereinafter established and con
sisting of the Minister for the time 
being. 

' The Board' shall mean the Board of Gene
ral Education established under ' T!te 
Edttcation Act of 1860' 

' State School ' shall mean and include any 
school conducted in a buiJding erected 
upon land vested in the corporation in 
fee or for any lF;;ser estate and shall 
include grammar schools primary schools 
training schools rural schools night 
schools and any other schools for which 
spociul regubtions n1ay be 1nacle 

' Parent ' shall mean and include parent 
guardian and any person who is liable 
to maintain 01' has the actual custody of 
any child 

'Standard of Education' shall mean a com
petent knowledge of reading writing and 
arithmetic to the satisfaction of an 
inspector of schools 

' Teacher' shall include assistant-teacher 
pupil-teacher sewing-mistress and every 
person who forms part of the educational 
stafl' of any State school 

' Regulations ' shall moan the regulations 
made and promulgated by the Governor 
with the advice of the Executive Coun
cil under the authority of this Act. " 

'f.hc ATTORNEY-GENERAL said he had an 
amendment to propose in the clause, in order 
to meet an objection which had been raised 
on the second reading of the Bill, namely
that, by an ingenious scheme, it might be 
practicable to use provisional schools for 
other purposes than those intended. To 
meet the difficulty, he had prepared the fol
lowing amendment, to be inserted after line 
17:-. 

" ' Provisional school' shall mean any school to 
be hereafter csta blishecl by the Minister in w hieh 
temporary provision is made for the primary in
struction of children, and not being a State 
school." 

Mr. MciLwRAITH wished to know whether 
agreeing to the first sub-section of the clause 
would bind. honorahle members to anything 
contained in clause No. 3, which referred to 
the appointment of a Minister of Instruction. 

The ATToRNEY-GENERAL: No. It would 
leave the question entirely open. . 

Mr. \V A.LSH must really express h1s sur· 
prise that the honorable Premier did not give 
his opinion on the clause before them. 

Mr. MchwRAITH said that before he con
sented to the amendment of the honorable 
Attorney-General, he should like to know 
whether the definition of " State school" 
would bind hono1;able members in any way as 
regarded the abolition of the· non-vested sys
tem when the discussion of that part of the 
Bill came on. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said there was 
no intention whatever that the definition of 
" State school" should affect clause 15 ; in 
fact, he had endeavorecl. to frame the measure 
in such a way as to avoid that. If he found 
afterwards that it did affect the matter, he 
should consider himself bound to ask to have 
the Bill recommitted so as to correct the 
definition. 

Mr. MchwRAITH maid he was quite 
satisfied, so long as he had had that expression 
of opinion from. the honorable member, that 
the definition would not hind them to any
thing respecting the non-vested schools. 

The question, That the words proposed to 
be inserted be so inserted, was put and 
agreed to. 

The clause, as amended, was passed. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved that clause 

3, as follows, stand part of the Bill:- · 

" It shn,ll be lawful for the Governor to appoint 
from time to time some fit person to be Secretary 
for Public Instruction who shall be a responsible 
Minister of the Crown and slmllnotwithstanding 
any previous statute to the contrary be eligible 
to be eledecl to and to sit and vote in the Legis
lative Assembly in addition to the Ministers of 
the Crown now so eligible. 

"'fhe Secret>ny for Public Instruction shall in 
addition to the ~luties imposed upon him by this 
Act have and perform such further and other 
duties (if any) as may be assigned to him by the 
Governor. 

" And there shall be payable to Her Majesty 
her heirs and successors out of the consolidated 
revenue for the salary of such Secretary for 
l'ublic Instruction the annual sum of one thousand 
pounds.'' 

He thought that all honorable members 
would agree that there must be a responsible 
head to the Department of .Education, and 
that that head should be a Minister of the 
Crown ; but two questions had been sug
gested-whether there should be a new 
Minister created, or whether one of the 
present Ministers should undertake the 
responsibility, and be assisted by a Board. 
As the clause had been drawn, whatever 
decision the committee arrived at would not 
affect the other parts of the Bill. He would 
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revert to the opinion given by the honorable 
member for Port Curtis at Rockhampton, 
when that honorable member brought for
ward his Bill, which he (the Attorney
General) confessed he had used to assist him 
in drafting the present measure. 'l'he opinion 
then expre><sed by the honorable member was 
that there should be a Minister of Education 
either in the Assembly or in the C0uncil, and 
that although some people had objected, that 
an additional Minister would give a Govern
ment too much power, he thought a bad 
Minister would be better than an irrespon
sible Ik,ard. 

Mr. MclLwRAITH called attention to the 
state of the committee. 

A quorum was formed. 
The ATTORNEY-GE:t<ERAL thought he had 

said enough on the subject, and he trusted 
the committee would agree with the clause. 

Mr. DrcKsoN thought the clause was a 
very important one, ar1d it was the first 
to which he had to offer any objection. He 
hoped honorable members would give their 
attention to the question of the appointment 
of an extra Minister, and would divest their 
deliberations of all the factious opposition 
which had been shown that evening. He 
might say that he was strongly opposed to 
the appointment of another 'Minister, and he 
thought the present Education Department 
would be equal to the administration of the 
duties of it if it was presided over by one of 
the responsible Ministers of the Crown. It 
was with a view of eliciting an expression of 
opinion on the subject that he would move 
as an amendment-

That the words "some fit person," in line 32 of 
the clause, be omitted, with the view of inserting 
the words "one of the responsible Ministers of 
the Cr:nvn for the time being." 

He would not take up the time of the com
mittee by arguing why he considered it was 
desirable that the duties should be performed 
by one of the present responsible Ministers ; 
but he had no doubt that before the clause 
was cmTied in the form he suggested a con
siderable amount of information would be 
given on both sides. 

Mr. W ALSB' wished to know if the amend
ment was to prevent the creation of another 
Minister of the Crown as Minister for In
struction ?' 

Mr. DrcKsoN said he moved the amend
ment in consequence of his opinion being that 
il was undesirable to increase the present 
number of Ministers of the Crown. His 
object was to make one of the present Minis
ters perform the duties, so that the number 
of the Executive should not be increased. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER said, personally 
he was glad the honorable member for Enog
gera had brought the question forward, but 
he was sorry they should not have an oppor
tunity of seeing the vote of the honorab!e 
member for Port Curtis upon it. It would 
be in the recollection oi honorable members 

that, shortly before that honorable member 
left office, he expressed a strong opinion, in 
addressing his constituents at llockhampton, 
that in a House of forty-two members they 
should have six responsible Ministers ; but 
during the present session he had expressed 
an opinion that six were quite unnecessary. 
It appeared that when that ho~orable mem
ber was in office six were a necessity, but 
when he was out five were sufficient; and no 
doubt when he was in office again six would 
necessary. He thought it desirable that they 
should have his vote on the question, 

Mr. MciLWRAITH thought the honorable 
the Colonial Treasurer might have deferred 
his remarks until the honorable member for 
Port Curtis was in his place, and no ,doubt 
that honorable member would be quite able 
to answer him. He thought it said very 
little for the Ministry that the only justifica
tion they could show for the appointment of 
another Minister was that the honorable 
member for Port Curtis suggested such an 
appointment some years ago. The honorable 
the Attorney-General got up and quoted the 
speech of that honorable member at llock
hampton; and the honorable the Treasurer, 
perfectly ignorant of what had gone before, 
rose and reiterated it. If the Ministry would 
give their own opinions in justification of the 
course they had taken, it might lead a great 
deal more to the elucidation of the subject 
before them. The honorable member for Port 
Curtis would be perfectly alJle to justify him
self; and w!.ether he had been right or 
wrong, what had that to do with the opinions 
of members who were either supporting or 
opposing the B1ll P It showed what import
ance the l\ilinistry attached to the opinion of 
that honorable member. when the only thing 
they could say in defence of the clause vms 
that he held that opinion three years ago. 

Mr. MILES said this gave him a grand 
opportunity of moving the Chairman out of 
the chair, in order that the honorable member 
for Port Curtis might have an opportunity of 
expressing his opinion on this question. He 
thought they ought to have his views, and 
the only way it could be done was by moving 
the Cha:rman out of the chair. 

The .l,rroRNllY-GilNERAL said, if the honor
able member for Port Cnrtis had been pre
sent, he should have claimed his vote on this 
question; but, as he was not, he had merely 
referred to his argument in support of the 
appointment of an additional ~1inister, which 
he thought should have some weight with 
honorable mt,mbers opposite. He underr,tood 
the busin~ss of the Board was constantly 
m creasing, an cl that as it was thought that mode 
of couducti1tg the business was not sati,
hctorv, it was de,irabie that it should be 
under" the immediate supervision of a Jl.~inister 
of the Crown. It that were conceded, he did 
not see how one of the present Ministers 
could ,do the work. It was the fashion for 
honorable members to laugh at t11e \YOrk 
l\Iinisters had to do, but if they considered it 
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for a moment they would see a Minister had 
a great deal of work to do, and if any one of 
them had the additional work of this depart
ment to perform. he would he over-worked. 
He did not think it had been contended that 
a Minister was to devote the ''hole of his 
time to his department, and it was clear to 
him that, if one of the present 2\iinisters had 
to perform the duty of superintending the 
Education Department, he would not only 
have to work from morning till night, but a 
good deal of the night as well. He did not 
think it would be contended that the remu
neration Ministers received was intended as 
sufficient to expect them to devote their whole 
time, morning and night, to the duties of the 
office. It was not supposed, four or five 
years ago, that Ministers were under-worked 
or over-paid, and he was sure their duties 
had very much increased during that time. 
He thought that was a strong reason why 
there should be another Minister, and he had 
stopped at the assumption that the House 
unanimously agreed that there should be a 
Minister, and the only question was whether 
there was to be a new one or not. He 
thought honorable members were almost 
unanimous that there should be a Minister of 
Education, and the argument seemed to pre
ponderate that there should be a new one. 

Mr. W.nsH thought the honorable the 
Attorney-General was not justified in starting 
with any such assumption. That honorable 
gentleman not only performed his public 
duties, but he had plenty of time to carry 
on private practice as well; and he (Mr. 
W alsh) ""ould go so far as to say that the 
office of Minister for Education should be 
attached to that of Attorney-General, or the 
Minister for Justice. It would be a good 
combination, and he hoped the office of Attor
ney-General would cease to be a political 
office. They knew that half the time of the 
Attorney-General was taken Ul) in carrying 
on private prosecutions or actions, and in 
defending the Crown, or proceeding with 
actions commenced by the Crown; and know
ing that, they were justified in thinking he 
would have plenty of time to discharge the 
duties of Minister of Education as well. He 
had no heRitation in saying that he could find 
a dozen gentlemen-not more efficient than 
the honorable Attorney-General-for they 
could hardly find one-but he could find a 
dozen, "·ho, for the pay he was receiving. 
would he glad to undertake the combined 
duties of .Attorney-General and Minister for 
Education. He did not hesitate to say 
that he should like to see the honorable 
the Premier in that ·position. J'i o onP 
could be better suited for it; he believed 
he would do good service; and he only 
hoped the honorable gentleman's aspira
tions were in that direction, because he 
kne"" how well hP could perform the duties. 
It was not necessary that the Attorney
GenerA.l should be a barrister, and he was 
perfectly satisfied, if the honorable the 1're-

4A. 

mier undertook the double duties of Minister 
for Education and Attorney-General, he 
would pPrform them to the satisfaction of the 
wmntry. Certainly, they did not want an 
other Minister in the House. 'rhe observa
tions made respecting the ab~ence of the 
honorable member for Port Curtis only went 
to strengthen the argument that they should 
adjourn. If the Government relied so much 
on the opinion of that honorable member at 
a former time, then he said, seeing that it was 
late, they ought to adjourn until that horror
able gentleman could be present. He (Mr. 
Vvalsh) had tried to induce the honorable 
the Premier to give some opinion as to the 
value of the Bill; but he had tried in vain, 
and he recrretted it, because he would rather 
have one ~unce of the opinion of that horror
able gentleman, with all his experience on 
this question, than he would have pounds or 
hundredweights of the opinions of the gentle
men who ~ere connected with him. He 
thought it was a matter of regret that, on 
this most momentous question, that horror
able gentleman was totally silent, and they 
could not get his opinion whether he was in 
favor of the Bill or not, or whether he could 
justify his position in regard to it. He did 
not hesitate to say that the honorable gentle
man himself assisted him to come to a con
clusion as to the proper system of ·education 
for the people of this colony. They confided 
together, and they agreed that there should 
be certain justice done to the different par
ties in the colony; and now, without rhyme 
or reason, he had bartered himself away
he said without hesitation, he had bartered 
himself away-sold himself to this young 
Attorney-General of the colony-repudiated 
promises made to his constituents, and broken 
the pledge he made to him (Mr. Walsh), 
and for what ?-Had the country demanded 
this Bill P 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER : Yes. 
Mr. W A.LSH : Who said so P 
The CoLoNIAL TREASURER: I do. 
Mr. W ALSH : Was it the honorable mem

ber for Bandanba P 
Mr. FRASER: No. 
Mr. W ALSH : What he said was, why on 

earth was this question brought before them 
-the most malicious, obnoxious, unnecessary 
question that had ever been unnecessarily 
brought-injudiciously brought before them, 
and by the youngest member of the M.inistry. 
He implored the honorable the Premwr, and 
he was sure if he took his advice he would 
never be led into these mistakes, and he 
believed he would have a long and successful 
reign. At the end of the session, on the last 
day of the week, when nobody expected im
pm·tant matters to be brought forward, the 
honorable gentleman tried to force though 
the House a Bill of this kind, which showed 
that he was not being guided by his own 
good sense, but that he was allowing some 
strong-minded member to command him. 
No a~gument had been brought forward in 
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support of this clause of the Bill; and he 
said the Government were placed in a very 
periculous position through this worrying 
Bill, and for no object except to carry out 
the rash promise the honorable the Attorney
General had made to his constituents, that 
any Government he belonged to would bring 
forward a Bill of this kind. 

Mr. PETTIGREW did not think it was a 
foregone conclusion that they were to have a 
Minister for Education, and unless he heard 
much better reasons than those gi1•en by the 
honorable the Attorney-General he certainly 
would not support it. They had flve l'vfinis
ters at present, and if there were six they 
would never get them turned out-they 
would be too many for them. He did not 
see the necessity for another Minister, and 
he thought, as the. honorable the Attorney
General had brought in the Bill, and from 
the manner in which he had studied the 
question, he ought to administer the Act. If 
the present Board eould manage to work the 
affairs of the Education Department at the 
present time, by devoting two or three hours 
a week to it, surely one man could do it in 
exactly the same time, because he would only 
have to consult himself and have his own 
ideas carried out; whereas, if they had half a 
dozen gentlemen they always wasted a great 
deal of time talking before they could come 
to a vote. He should like to have a stronger 
reason than the opinion of the honorable 
member for Port Curtis with respect to a 
sixth Minister. It was quite possible when 
he was in office he was anxious to 
strengthen his hands by having an addi
tional Minister, and he (Mr. Pettigrew) 
could quite understand, when he was in 
opposition he did not wish to see another 
appointed, and if he got into office again, no 
doubt his former opinion would return. He 
(Mr. Pettigrew) was not aware that the 
Government side of the Houre were in favor 
of another Minister; and he was afraid it was 
a little too fast. If they went on at that rate 
they would have nothing left for roads, anless 
they went in for borrowing money ; and he 
should like to hear what the honorable mem
ber in charge of the Bill had to say about the 
question. Did he mean to say he was over
worked P The honorable gentleman had 
talked about the money consideration, and he 
(Mr. Pettigrew) considered he worked quite 
as hard as that honorable member did, in com
mg down there to attend to public business. 
That honorable gentleman went to his office at 
ten o'clock and left at three, and he had a holi
day whenever he pleased; and, really, those 
men who wPre best paid, and had least to do, 
were always complaining. If he were a Minis
ter he would be prepared to work from eight to 
eight, for a thousand a year, and probablv he 
would be able to attend to his own business 
as well, without killing himself. And when 
it took three or four men only two hours a 
week to manage the Education Department, 
he would undertake to do the whole himself 

in three, and he would not kill himself either. 
In fact, he would take a contract to govern 
the colony, and he would do the work qnite 
as well and efficiently as it was doHe at the 
present moment. He thought the honorable 
the Attorney-General might try how he could 
manage the two departments for a year, and if 
his health failed him they could thiuk about 
another Minister afterwards. 

Illr. FRASER thought the amendment pro
posed by the honorable member for .Enoggera 
went a long way to meet the objection raised 
against an additional Minister; but, at the 
same time, he considered it failed to meet 
the case. It might be true that the honor
able the Attorney-General, or any other 
.Minister, might undertake the duties in 
addition to their present duties; hut it must 
be borne in mind that in this measure they 
had an important change in their educational 
system, and it was a measure which ought not 
to be tampered with continually. Provision 
should be made for the constantly increasin_g 
business connected with the department; and 
he was persuaded any Minister would find 
that, in addition to his present du':ies. the 
sole charge of the department could not be 
very well undertaken. He thought the case 
might be met by providing for the appoint
ment of a Minister of Instruction, who should 
be assisted by a paid council of three mem
bers. There was an additional reason for 
such a proposal as this :-They were con
stantly liable to a change of .Ministry, and it 
would take a Minister some time before he 
could get thoroughly _into the groove of 
working the department, which was widely 
different from other Government depart
ments; and, in order that it should work 
efilcicntly and harmoniously, it was very 
desirable that there should be connected 
with it some individuals ·who were thoroughly 
conversant with the condition, history, and 
character of almost all the teachers and 
the schools under the Board. Otherwise 
he was persuaded there would be great 
difficulty in working the department satis
factorily, unless they threw the whole 
responsibilities into the hands of a secretary, 
which he thought would not be desirable. 
Another reason was that there was connected 
with Ministerial administration a strong feel
ing of jealousy and a suspicion of political 
influence, which would be neutralised by 
having a Council; because, whatever Minister 
took office, he would be directed and governed 
to a great extent by such a body. By that 
means, they would also avoid the necessity of 
appointing an additional Minister; and he 
thought, by adopting such a course, they 
would accomplish all they really desired at 
present. He merely threw out the sugges
tion, and should be prepared to defend it at 
greater length, if necessary. 

Mr. DoL:GLAS said, in reference to the pro
posal made by the honorable member- for 
Bandan ba, he should like to remind the com
mittee that the same opinion was entertained 
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by the Vice-president of the Board, Mr. 
Stephens. That gentleman was of the opinion 
that the Board would be more effectually 
worked by three paid members-not paid for 
the whole of their time, but in proportion to 
the time they devoted to their duties ; but 
whether it would be still better done by a 
Minister, was for the House to consider. He 
thought it would eventually be necessary to 
bring the Education Department under the 
control of ·a responsible Minister; but he did 
not think the House was quite in a temper to 
sanction the appointment of a sixth Minister, 
and probably the arrangement they were 
more inclined to carry into effect was to com
bine the office of Minister for Justice with 
Education, and ,to create a new oitice as 
permanent Attorney-General. He thought 
placing the department under the control of a 
Minister, with a Board to assist him, would 
lead to a divided responsibility, which would 
probably be very unsatisfactory. Although 
there might be something in favcr of having 
a paid Board, he thought the same efficiency 
was likely to arise from placing a Minister at 
the head of the department. 

:i\fr. PALMER said he had been informed 
some capital had been attempted to be made 
out of the speech he had made at Hock
hampton as to his views on this subject. 
Well, the first time he addressed the House 
this session on the Bill, he mentioned that he 
had, some three years since, introclrrced a 
Bill prepared by Mr. Lilley, and since that 
he had had one prepared under his own in
struction; and he also stated that he had 
learned a great deal since then. Amongst 
other things, he had learned, what he be
lieved to be perfectly correct, that it was not 
advisable to have a Minister solely for Educa
tion. He had expressed the opinion to his 
colleagues before he left office,-that there 
was no necessity for an additional Minister. 
Some Ministers had very little work to do, 
and by dividing the labor more equally 
amongst them, one of them could easily per
form the duties of the Education Department. 
The Treasurer had absolutely nothing, or 
next to nothing, to do, and the duties of the 
different departments could be so arranged 
as to give the Attorney-General a great deal 
more to do, and any one of the other Minis
ters could take that department. He was 
not fond of speaking of himself, but when he 
was a member of the .Mackenzie Ministry he 
did the duty of two offices-Colonial Secre
tary and Minister for Lands- or Vv orks-and 
did it easily, and he thought he did it 
quite as well as it had been clone either 
before or since. He had heard no complaints; 
none of his decisions had been reversed, and 
he did not find the work hard. It came a 
little hard during the session, but at other 
times throughout the year there was plenty 
of leisure. He did not believe, from the in
formation he had received, that the honorable 
the Attornev-General wished to force this 
Minister on the House. It was the only part 

of the Bill he (Mr. Palmer) was much op
posed to, because there was no necessity for 
it, and it would be much better if the duties 
were confided to one of the present :!Vfinis ters. 
He did not like the wording of the amend
ment mrrch, and he had marked on his copy 
of the Bill, an amendment-he did not mean 
to move it-to this effect :-The clause would 
read-" It shall be lawful for the Governor 
to appoint, from time to time, some person to 
be ::::ecretarv tor Public Instruction, who 
shall be one 'of the Responsible Ministers of 
the Crown," leaving out all the words after 
that clo\vn to the forty-second line. He 
could venture to say, for himself, that he had 
thought as much on the subject as any mem
ber of the House, and he had had various 
ideas floating through his brain about a Board 
to assist the Minister, and h'l confessed he 
had failed in every instance to arrive at any
thing practicable in that respect. In matters 
of administration they could not divide the 
responsibility. They must have a Minister 
responsible to the House, or a Board respon
sible to the House ; and they could not have 
a Board in the House. He should really like 
to have some check upon the Minister, and he 
had tried seriously and quietly to work 
it out for himself, but he was afraid any 
division of the responsibility would be a 
dead failure. He thought the clause might 
be pas&ed with the amendment such as 
he had suggested, and it would then rest 
with the Ministers to divide the duties 
amongst them. If the honorable member for 
Dalby were present he would back him (Mr. 
Palmer) up in saying the Treasurer had 
really nothing to do. In fact the honorable 
member for Dalby had often told him he was 
ashamed to take his salary, he had so little to 
do. He believed half an hour, or at the 
outside, an hour a clay, or three or four hours 
a week, was sufficient to do the whole of the 
work. The Treasurer had a little work once 
a year in preparing his financial statement, 
and that was all he had to do, and, as the 
honorable member for Carnarvon said, was 
not all prepared by him. The material was 
prepared for him, but any Treasurer who 
knew his duty would put it into shape. He 
thought an additional Minister would be a 
weakness instead of strength to a Govern
ment, became if they had too much voting 
power ori the Ministerial benches they were 
likely to drive members into opposition. He 
wouicl not vote for an additional Minister, 
and he thought the honorable the Attorney
General would accept an amendment such as 
he had sketched out. 

'l'he ATTORNEY-GENERAL pointed out that 
the amendment of the honorable member for 
Enoggera raised exactly the same question as 
that suggested by the honorab!e member for 
Port Crrrtis. ·when the honorable member 
told him (the Attorney-General) he was going 
to move an amendment, he suggested that 
that would be the most convenient form to 
adopt. With regard to the proposed Boan l, 
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he, li"ke the honorable member for Port Curtis, 
had tried all he could to frame some provision 
of that kind, so that the question might be 
fairly raised, but he found he could not. 

Mr. W ALSH thought the object of the 
committee was that the amendment should be 
so worded as not to give power to increase 
the number of the Executive. The clause as 
it stood provided for an alteration of the 
constitution, for the appointment of a fresh 
Minister. Here, by a side wind in this 
wretched :Education Bill, which was to 
disturb all their present amicable arrange
ments in the colony, the Government were 
trying to get one more to their number-one 
more to their voting power. Honorable 
members did not appear to consider that. 
Again he l'epeated, and as long as he was a 
member of that House, he would warn hon
orable members against the effects of this Bill. 
Under an apparent discussion of the education 
question, they were raking up the seed 
of future hostilities amongst their fellow
colonists, when they were all working har
moniously together. They were introducing 
a measure which would sow the most violent 
dissension throughout the length and breadth 
of the colony, and he hoped honorable mem
bers would see the dangers and difficulties 
and the disturbances that were likely to arise 
from this most unnecessary mea;mre. 

Mr. MoREHEAD should oppose the original 
clause and the amendment, because he 
thought education ought io be taken outside 
the realm of politics altogether. He thought 
it was a most dangerous thing to make the 
head.ofthe Education Department a member 
of the Ministry. The chief reason he had for 
the objection was, that the different Ministers 
of Education might hold views directl.Y oppo
site to each other ; and as they would have 
the framing of regulations and the direction 
of the system, it would lead to the utmost 
confusion. He thought a properly consti
tuted Board, responsible to the Colonial 
Secretary, who was ex officio a member of 
the Board, would be the best way of meeting 
the difficulty. There could be no argument set 
up against that with regard to political influ
ence; but if they had a Minister for Education, 
they must mix education up with politics, 
which he thought would be a fatal error, 
and he hoped the committee would never con
sent to it. He trusted the honorable the 
Attorney-General would see his way to the 
appointment of a Board that would be 
responsible to Parliament, through the 
Colonial Secretary, for its action. If there 
should be any neglect or misconduct on the 
part of the Board the members could be 
removed, as they had been in New South 
Wales. He believed the department would 
be better managed in that way than if it were 
under the charge of a Minister. 

Mr. MAcROSSAN thought they ought to 
have the opinion of the honorable the 
Colonial Secretary on a clause of so much 
importance as this. Although he had great 

respect for the opinions 0f the honorable 
member for Port Curtis, he thought the 
honc.rable the Premier had had more 
experience-there was scarcely a politician 
in the House who had had so much, 
and they ought, therefore, to have his 
opinion on the question. He (Mr. Macrossan) 
would remove education as far as possible 
from the sphere of politics. They talked a 
great deal about the responsibilities attached 
to a Minister, but when they came to examine 
into the history of responsible government 
in Queensland and elsewhere, they found 
that responsibility, Si.<ch as they understood 
it, was a mere farce. Ministers did just as 
they pleased, as long as they had a majority 
at their back to support them through thick 
and thin. He thought, when they looked to 
Governments where education was more 
immediately into the sphere of politics, they 
would find that every one of them was in 
possession of a system of government which 
was not what they regarded as a constitu
tional system ; in fact, it was more of 
a despotic system. He thought a paid 
Board would be more likely to carry out 
whatever system of education was adopted, 
because there wonld be no break in the tra
ditions ; but, under a Minister, whenever 
there was a change in the Ministry, a change 
would take place in education, and in the 
traditions attached to it. He would ask the 
honorable the Premier his opinion with regard 
to a small Board, say of three, with himself, 
or one of the present .Ministers, at its head, as 
chairman ; but, at the same time, leaving the 
appointments in the hands of the Board, and 
making the Minister responsible to the House 
for the financial affairs of the department. 
The great objection to the present Board was 
not to the way in which the work was 
being done, but to their irresponsibility, as 
far as regarded money. He thought, if the 
Board had been looked upon as responsible 
in money matters, very little objection would 
have been taken. He believed that the Board 
of Education, which had been constituterl 
from the beginning of responsible government 
in the colony, had done more to further the 
cause of education than any other system 
in the Australian colonies. They had now 
a splendid system, and he thought it would 
be a pity to jeopardise it in any way, by 
bringing it into contact with politics. 

Mr. TH011PSON said he should support the 
amendment of the honorable member for 
Enoggera, in preference to the original clause, 
but, as he had intimated in his speech on the 
second reading of the Bill, he should much 
prefer the existence of a Board. He looked 
upon it, that there ought to be as little inter·· 
ference as possible with education by Minis
ters, or by responsible politicians acting as 
such. The present Board, however, had one 
great defect, namely, that it was not a repre
sentative Board-it did not represent the 
whole of the colony, but merely the neigh her
hood of the metropolis. 1\' ow, if the Board 
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represented the whole of the colony, having 
one member from the North, another fi:om 
the vVest, another from Brisbane proper, or 
rather the district around it, and one from 
the Downs, there would, probably, be less 
dissatisfaction as to the wav in which the 
education vote was administered. As it was, 
the charges made against it of favoritism in 
distributing the vote ·were notorious-for 
whilst the Board required contributions to
wards erecting schools in the poorer districts 
they demanded none for the erection of 
schools in the wPalthy metropolis-that was 
all owing lo the constitution of the Board. 
He tl•ought men should be appointed from 
all parts of the colony, so as to get as nearly 
as possible men free fr,nn any political bias, 
and men as nearly independent as possible. 
'l.'lwre had been for a long time a smoulder
ing dissatisfaction with the presmt Board, 
whet~1er rightly or wrongly he could not say; 
and 1t was thought that there had been a 
great amount of political pressure brought to 
bear upon it, not onlv in regard to the dis
tribution of the vote, but also as regarded the 
appointment of the masters. He had known 
many persons to grumble, but still he dicl not 
mean to say that he should not even prefer a 
defective Board than the proposition made in 
the Bill. Supposing, for instance, the present 
Government went out of office, and, say, the 
honorable member for Stanley was one of a 
new Government, that honorahle member 
would think, with his ideas of economy, that 
the whole system was too expensive, and 
would consider it his duty to go in for rigid 
economy. That was always the first idea of 
!t M.inister on taking office-it was his first 
idea, and supposing it was the idea of a 
future J\11 inister of Education, the whole 
system would be disturbed. In the words of 
the honorable member for the Kennedy, 
there would be a change of tradition. The 
great benefit of the present system of having 
permanent Under Secretaries was that tradi
tions were preserved, and the more they were 
preserved the smoother the Government 
would work. If there was a Minister for 
Education who considered that it was part of 
his duties to interfere, he would be constantlv 
meddling and introducing some crotchets of 
his own, and the consequenee would be that 
he would upset all that had been clone, and, 
in fact, everything would lead to disorganiza
tion, which in the matter of education was 
very undesirable. However, if there were 
no hopes of haYing a Board, as hitherto had 
been the case, he should support the amend
ment. 

The OoLONIAT" SECHETARY said he agreed 
with the honorahle member for the Bremer 
that there had been a certain amount of 
grumbling, as far as regardPd the Board of 
Education; but he belieHcl that there would 
always be some persons found to express 
dissatisfaction as long as a Board existed. 
The question was, who was responsible? The 
chairman of the Board, who was a Minister 

of the Crown, had no vote except a casting 
vote, and, therefore, he could not be held 
l'tosponsible ; hut it would always be the case 
with an unpaid Board that it would give dis
satisfaction to some persons. At the same 
time, he did not agree with the plan proposed 
by the honorable member of having repre
sentatives from various parts of the country; 
because. as there was work for the Board to 
do every week, it was necessary that the 
members of it should reside in Brisbane. If 
they had a Board, it must be a paid Board, 
and he saw gnat difficulties in the way of 
getting such a Board unless it was elected 
from gentlemen residing in Brisbane. It 
also seemed to him that if they were not to 
be paid, the only person who would be re
sponsible would Le the Minister. The views 
he held were, that notwithstanding the pre
sent Board had done their work remarkably 
well, it would he good policy to have one of 
the Ministers as a responsible Minister for 
Education. At any rate, the plan was worthy 
of a trial-although he did not say that it 
would he a success; and with that xiew, he 
would recommend his honorable colleague, 
the Attorney-General, to accept the amend
ment of the honorablP member for Enoggera; 
there could be no harm in trying it. 

Mr. W .A.LSH would reconimend the Govern
ment to withdraw the Bill altogether; it was 
not called for, and now it was found that there 
was a clause in it which the honorable Pre· 
mier was himself willing to have withdrawn, 
although it was one which contained two of 
the most vital principles of the Bill; namely, 
the management of the whole education of 
the colony, and the creation of another Minis
ter of the Crown. '!.'hey now found that the 
honorable Premier abandoned those two great 
principles at the suggestion of an honorable 
member sitting behind him. That showed 
that the Bill had not really the hearty sup
port of the honorable member at the head of 
the Government, and he would say again that 
the Bill was not wanted, and that nothing 
had been adduced to show that it was. 

Mr. PALMER said he could not agree with 
the honorable member for the VVarrego, that 
it was a vital principle of the Bill, as it was 
more a matter of detail. As he had stated 
before that evening, when the late honorable 
member for Fortitude Valley drafted the 
first Education Bill, which he (Mr. Palmer) 
introduced to the House, the principle 
of having a Minister of Education was 
embodied in it, and when he drafted the 
second Bill he also embodied the snme 
principle, but he had lived to see that it 
was not necessary to have another Minis
ter; and he thought that the honorabie 
Attorney-General, since they had had a conver
sation on the subject, agreed with him on 
that point. '!.'here was no new principle in
curred in making one of the present Ministers 
responsible; but if he was responsible, he 
must have power, for if he was thwarted by 
the Board, the whole thing would come to 
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nothing. As to the traditions of the depart
ment being preserved, he would like to know 
in what de1oartment a change of Ministry 
made any difference. Taking the Colonial 
Secretary's department, for instance, there 
were a number of clerks there, and they were 
not turned out with every change of Govern
ment; and in the case of schoolmasters it 
would be the same-in fact, it would be more 
difficult to replace them. The unpaid Board 
had done a great deal-of that there was 
no doubt: but, confined to Brisbane as they 
were, and being mBny of them political sup
porters of the present Government, it was 
not likely they could carry out the business 
of the department so well as they otherwise 
might do. Every appointment to the Board 
the Ministry had had to make, they had 
given to one of their political supporters; 
whilst if they wanted the Board to be indepen
dent, its members should be entirely free 
from any political bias. But when they ap
pointed gentlemen who, as a rule, were dis
appointed aspirants for office, the character of 
the Board for independence with the country 
had gone at once. He did not say that the 
present Board had been influenced. by political 
considerations, but still the country believed 
that it had been. No member of that House 
ought to be on the Board ; and the very fact 
of his going into that House should render 
him incompetent to be a member of the 
Board. The honorable Colonial Secretary 
had stated that the Chairman had no vote, 
except a casting vote; but the honorable 
member must know that he could influence 
the actions of the Board to the extent that 
he could turn out all the members of it, if he 
chose to do so; and he (Mr. Palm er) had no 
hesitation in saying that if the Board had 
attempted to thwart any thing that he had 
introduced when Colonial Secretary he should 
have taken good care that they had no votes 
twenty-four hours afterwards. 

Mr. MoREHEAD said the honorable mcm
bei· for l'ort Curtis had very much shaken 
his confidence in a Board; and he saw that 
the same objection would arise from having 
a political lloard as from having a political 
Minister of Instruction. At the same time, 
a Board would not be so responsible to l'ar
liament as a Minister would be. He should 
support the amendment of the honorable 
member for Enoggera. 

Mr. MACROSSAN said that a suggestion had 
occurred to him that might perhaps appear 
fanciful to some honorable members. It 
was admitted that, under the constitution 
of the colony, every office under the Crown 
should be open to any individual, no matter 
what his creed might be. Now, supposing 
a Minister were to have the sole charge 
of the education of the colony-whether 
a separate !.iinister or not, mattered not 
-would any honorable member believe that 
any Roman Catholic member of that House 
would, or couid, be asked to accept the office 
of Minister of Education P He ventm·ed to 

say that, however pure his character might 
be, no Ministry would ask a Roman Catholic 
to accept that office. Therefore every Roman 
Catholic must be absolutely excluded from 
holding it ; no matter how liberal honorable 
members might be, they must take into con
sideration the prejudices that existed, and he 
supposed would exist, against .Roman 
Catholics. 

Mr. PETTIGREW would point out that there 
always had been a gentleman connected with 
the Board who was a Roman Catholic, and 
who, in fact, at one time was almost looked 
upon as the Board, but he did not think it 
was necessary to bring up the question of 
l{oman Catholics at all. If those remarks 
were made, however, he would ask if there 
was a single Protestant teacher employed in 
any Roman Catholic non-vested school in the 
colony ? He thought it was better to leave 
that subject, and get on with the Bill. 

Mr. f:lTEWART said he should oppose the 
appointment of an additional Minister, as he 
had said he should do on the occasion of the 
second reading of the Bill. He thought that 
the office might be very well filled by one of 
the present Ministers, with the assistance of 
an Under Secretary. 

Mr. WALSH said the honorable member for 
Stanley seemed to forget that there were 
such persons in the colony as Orangemen 
and Roman Catholics; but there were such 
men, many of whom were valuable C?lonists; 
and so long as there were, they were bound 
to treat them as fellow colonists, and not to 
despise them. They could not get rid of 
either so long: as they were brought to the 
colony by the public funds; and so long 
as they were in the colony they were 
entitled to respect, no matter what their 
peculiarities might be. Again, he must call 
attention to the fact that the honorable 
Premier had given them no advice on the 
Bill before them, and had not shown, as a 
great politic;an and the leader of that com
mittee should have done, that the Bill was 
absolutely wanted by the country; there 
had been no reason whatever advanced to 
show that. He believed that the only reason 
that the Bill was introduced was owing to 
a foolish pledge which had been given by the 
honorable Attorney-General. He was sure 
that honorable gentleman's constituents had 
not demanded it, but that he had invoked 
them to let him give them a pledge that such 
a Bill should be introduced. He would call 
upon that honorable member to name any 
constituency in that colony that had de
manded that such a Bill should become the 
law of the land. It was really time the 
honorable Premier said to his young col
league, " So far shall thou go, and no 
farther." 

Mr. MacrrossAN was sorry that the horror
able member for Stanley should have 
imagined that he was at all illiberal in the 
remarks he had made ; but as the honorable 
member for the W arrego had stated, it was 
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impossible to ignore the existpnce of persons, 
or to ignore their prPjndices. He had so 
much regard for prejudices that he should 
certainlv not support the appointment of the 
honorable member for Stanle.y as a Minister 
of Edncation, even if he had an opportunity 
of so doing. 

Mr. MciLWRAITH said he should like to 
hear what response the honorable Attorney
General had to make to the appeal of the 
honorable member at the head ofthe Govern
ment. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said he was not 
in the Chamber when his honorable colleague 
was speaking, but he was glad to have an 
opportunity of replying to wllat the honorahle 
member for Port Curtis had said about the 
conversation they had had. The honorable 
member had not repeated what he had said 
quite accurately; which was, that personally 
he did not attach much importance to the 
matter, but he did not know what his col
leagues might do. He thouo-ht that the com
mittee had expressed a voic~ in favor of the 
amendment of the honorable member for 
:Enoggera, and he would give his voice also 
for it. 

The question, That the words proposed to 
be omitted stand part of the Bill, was put and 
negatived. 

The question was put, That the words pro
posed to be inserted, be so inserted, and 
agreed to. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved-
'l'hat all the words after "instruction" in line 

23 to the end of the clause be struck out. 

Mr. \V ALSH would like, before g-oing any 
further, to know from the honorable Premier 
who was the particular J',finister of the Crown 
who would have charge of the .Education 
Department. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Pass the Bill 
first. 

Mr. MclLWRAITH certainly thouaht that 
the question put by the hon.orable ';:nembe:s 
for the vVarrego was deservina of an ans>Yer 
from the honorable member ';;_t the head of 
the Government. He thought that, unless 
the Government were prepared to givP an 
answer, they should not have accepted the 
amendment of the honorable member for 
Enoggera so readily. He thought that the 
answer g-iven might have an important effect 
upon the rest of the Bill. 

Mr. \V ALSH thought it should be a matter 
of consideration with the committee whethrr 
they would go on any further with the Bill 
until they knew who was to be the JYiinistPr 
for Education. He should objeet particularly 
1f the office was to be conferred on the hon
orable Minister for Lands. They should 
have some promise from the honorable Pre
mier to the effect that it was to be attached 
to either the honorable Colonial Treasurer or 
the honorable Attorney-General. 

Mr. PALMHR was understood to say tlJat 
he could not see how the honorahle Colonial 
Secret'lry eould answer the question, which 
was one that would require discussion among 
the Ministers themselves. 

Mr. MILES did not see why the Govern· 
ment should not give the information : he 
presumed it would lie between the honorable 
Colonial Treasurer and the honorable Attor
ney-General. 

Mr. MoREHEAD thought they should have 
some expression of opinion. For his own part, 
he considered that the honorable Attorney
General would be able to combine the two 
offices. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said he did not 
see any necessity for having a discussion on 
the question, as any arrangements made one 
day might be changed the next; besides the 
Bill would not come into operation until 
J'anunry, 1876. 

Mr. DouGLAS thought it really could not 
be of any importance to know which of the 
Ministers would take the office, as one Minis
ter might be appointed now and perhaps in 
six months time another might be. 

Mr. MrLEs thought that as the honorable 
Attorney-General 'had take-n such interest in 
the Bill, had in fact fathered it, and was also 
the least worked of any of the Ministers, he 
should take the office. He should like to 
have some assurance that the duty would 
devolve upon that honorable member of carry· 
ing out the Bill, as it would help him to assist 
in passing it. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL thought that as 
it had only been decided five minutes pre
viously that there was to be a Minister for 
Education, it was rather soon for honorable 
members to ask who was to be the Minister; 
he might resign or refuse to take the office, 
or many other things might happen. 

Mr. :MciLwRAITH said that it was onlv the 
alacrity of the Government in accepting the 
amendment that had suggested the question 
at all. They had seemed to be quite prepared 
for the t~mcndment of the honorable member 
for Enoggera, and, therefore, it was only 
natural for honorable members to want to 
know who would have the administration of 
the Bill. 

The question, That the words proposed to 
he omitted stand part of the Bill, was put and 
negatived. 

The clause as amended was passed. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved-

That clause 4, as follows, form part of the 
Bill:-

" 4. 'The Governor in Council may from time to 
time make and promulgate regulations not being 
contrary to the provisions of this Act for the due 
and effectual execution of this Act and the objects 
thel·eof anq .-esvectil1g any matter6 or thin~s necet• 
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sary to give effect to such objects and such regu
lations may from time to time revoke and alter. 

"All such regulations shall be proclaimed in 
the Gazette and when so proclaimed shall have 
the force of law and shall be judicially noticed by 
all courts." 

Question put and passed. 

The House resumed. The Chairman re
ported progress, and obtained leave to sit 
again on Tuesday, the 17th August. 

in Public Schools. 




