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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Wednesday, 9 June, 1875,
Continental Railway Bill.
CONTINENTAL RAILWAY BILL.
The SzcreTary ForR Pusnic WoRES
moved—

That the Speaker leave the chair, and the
House resolve itself into a Committee of the
‘Whole for the further consideration of this Bill.

The question was put and passed, and the
House went into committee accordingly.
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The Srcrerary vror Pusiic Works
moved, that clause 5, as follows, stand part
of the Bill :—

“5. Whenever the whole or any part of a run
within the said reserve shall be resumed from
leaga by virtue of the fifty-fifth section of ¢ The
Pastoral Leases dct of 1869° such resumption
shall have the effect of withdrawing from lease
the lands so resumed to the extent next herein-
affer provided but not further or otherwise and
the lessee shall have and be subject to the follow-
ing rights and Labilitics that is to say-—

(1) The land resumed shall be subject to
reservation for township reserves and
public purposes underthe provisions of the
laws in force for the time being relating
to such reservation and shall also be
subject to selection and alienation under
the provisions of this Act

2.) The lessce rhall until such reservation
selection or alienation be at liberty to
occupy the whole of the land so resumed
and shall continue to pay rent for so much
thereof as shall not from time to time
have been so reserved selected or alienated

(3.) Upon such reservation selection or aliena-
tion his right to occupy the land so
reserved selested or alicnated as the case
may be shall cezse and determine and he
shall be entitled to a veduction of rent
proportionate to the arvea from time to
time so reserved selected or alienated

(4.) The lessce shail have and may exercise the
right of pre-emption conferred on him by
the fifty-fourth section of the said Act
over any part of his run that shall not for
the time being have been so reserved or
selected or have been proclaimed for sale
by auction or as a homestead area.”

_Mr. C. J. Granan said that his object in
rising was to propose as an amendment that
the following sub-clause be inserted before
sub-clause 1:—

The lessee of each run or portion of a run so
resumed shall be entitled to a lease of one-half
part thereof on the same terms us the whole was
held by him before resumption and such part
may be called the *‘leased half.”

He Dbelieved that, on the previous evening,
he had put it pretty plainly before the com-
mittee why such a divisinn should be made
by the Government ; but, before entering into
the question, he wished to take an oppor-
tunity of deprecating the conduct of some
Lonorable members opposite in treating every
amendment which was made by lLonorable
members on his side of the committee as
bemg brought forward for the purpose of
favoring the pastoral lessees. No matter
whatever he and honorable members near
him might consider for the good of the
country, there were honorable members oppo-
site who appeared to suffer from squatter on
the brain, and to think that ail was done for
the benefit of the pastoral lessees. He
deprecated any such intention on his part.
He considered that as legislators tor
the colony they were bound to consider
every class in it, particularly the producing
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classes, whether they were manufacturers,
miners, graziers, farmers, or what; it was
the duty of the committee to consider first
of all the main benefit of the country, and
then how far it was benefited by making the
various classes as prosperous as possible. It
was to the interest of that committee that
every clazs should be as prosperous as pos-
sible; such was his object, and there was no
reason wiry the pastoral lessees should not
be as prosperous as possible; as to their
rights, he had always contended that their
rizhts were to be found in their lease, and
nothing else. As regarded the tenure of the
pastoral lessees, he was very anxious that
some Minister for Lands should take the
matter in hand and improveit; for they were
constantly hearing on the one hand of the
squatiers holding land for an almost nominal
rent, and from the lessces themselves, that
they were not willing to make improvements
upon their lands, as their tenure was so
slight. He hoped some Minister for Lands
would see his way clear in the interest of
the country, as much as in the interesi of
the lessees, to give a better tenure, and to
exact, on the other hand, a better rent.

Howoranre MruBEES : Hear, hear.

Mr. C. J. Gramanm: He wished the com-
mittee to understand that he and honorable
members near him were not actuated by any
feeling for individuals in the amendinents
they brought forward, but simply by a desire
to promote the welfare of the colony at large.
Now the Government by their Dill
intended to resume the whole of the runs
within the Railway Reserve mentioned, and
having resumed them, to give a new tenure
until the lands were required; and it was
agreed, that having decided to sell a large
portion of those lands, that would De the best
method of dealing with them; but by his
amendment it would be seen that he was of a
different opinion. The great objection he
had to the Government proposition was, that
whilst they would resume a large tract of
country they would give a worse tenure to
the pastoral lessees than they had at present,
whereas he thought that instead of that they
should give them a better tenure. He
proposed, therefore, that instead of taking
away the whole of a run at once, and putting
it into the market, only one halt should be
taken, as it would always be in the power of
the Government to resume the other half
when it was desirable to do so; lLe thought
that only one half should go into the hands
ot the Government at cnce, and that the other
half shiould remain as at present. The other
reason he had for proposing his amendment
was to a certain extent a financial one. The
great object of some of the amendments
which were to follow that now before the
committee, was to prevent the sale of the
lands before they had acquired that great
jnerease in their value which it was well
kunown they would acquire after the comple-
tion of the railway. The plan he proposed was,
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for the Government to sell the land in alter-
nate blocks, say of 10,000 acres each, anl then,
in a few years, when they had become more
valuable, the lands in the intervening blocks
could be sold ; and also that they should treat
the resumed halves of the runs in the same
way, and with the division which he proposed
in his sub-clause, the tenure woul! be pre-
cisely the same as now. The five sub-clauses
merely provided the proper machinery, so
that as soon as Parliament had decided upon
making the railway, the Government would
have some fifteen or eighteen months in
which to get all the divisions completed.
He thought the proposition would not only
be useful to the colony, but would provide
for sales of land on terms which were Likely
to be more advantageous than those proposed
in the Bill.

The SrcrETARY FOrR PuBLic WoRKS said
that the honorable member for Clermont had
put his amendment very fairly before the
committee, and had stated very clearly tnat
it was his intention to follow it up with
others; also, that one of the principles of the
amendments was distinet from those in the
Government Bill, namely, that by the Gov-
ernment Bill it was sought to sell the land
and make the railway with the money so
obtained, If, however, the amendments of
the honorable member wers carried, the land
was not to be sold until the railway was com-
pleted. It was not necessary for him to dis-
cuss the matter at length, as it had already
been debated. There was great force in the
argument that the lands would inerease in
value after the line was completed, but the
Government proposed not to commence the
railway until there was norisk ofits beingmade
a tax upon the country, whilst, if they left the
sale of the land until the line was completed,
when the time arrived for the repayment of
the cost there might be, owing to some unfore-
scen circumstances, some diffieulty in raising
the money, and the loan might remain asa
permanent burden upon the whole country.
He thought that when they were dealing with
the revenue of other districts, as well as that
belonging to the district through which the
railway would pass, they could not be too
careful ; and it was that principle which had
given to the Government a large number of
supporters, whose constituents might not
otherwise have been favorable to the proposed
line of railway. It was a question whether
the committee were favorable to the sale of
land now, or to a speculative rise in the price
of it when the line was completed; he con-
sidered the Government plan was the safer
one of the two.. With regard to the other
principle of the honorable member for Cler-
mont, he confessed that the manner in which
it was proposed to deal with the squatting
leases, was in accordance with the principle
always held in regard to those leases,
namely, that they should be held by the
pastoral lessees until persons were found who
required the land for the purpose of settlement
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and were prepared to give a better price for
them. The rent hitherto paid for thoge leases
had been infinitesimally small, but the
ground upon which that had been fixed was,
that only a temporary tenure was given—that
they were merely tenants until the land, was
required for the purpose of settlement more
profitable to the country. The prices pro-
posed by the Government on the reserves
was 10s. per acre ; that was the upset price ab
auction, and it was so small as to be a suffi-
cient guarantee that the land would not be
sold until the money was actually needed.
But even if the Government got 10s. an acre
for those lands, it was to the interest of the
country that they should be sold rather than
be leased at the present low rental, for it was
not likely that the rents would be raised, at
any rate for along time, so bigh as to pay
interest on that 10s. an acre. In addition to
that, if it was thought that the upset price of
10s. an acre was not sufficient, and that the
mere fact of persons buying at that price was
not a guarantee of its value, and that there
was a demand for it—if it was thought that
it would be purchased by speculators and by
persons who were merely desirous of dis-
possessing the present lessees, without turning
the land to account—then it was optional to
propose that the upset price should be raised,
when the clause bearing on that subject was
under consideration. He thought that the
principle contained in the Government Bill,
which was opposed to the amendment, was,
that the Government should not run the
risk of constructing a railway, and then trust
to Providence to repay the cost of it by the
sale of land. With regard to the position of
the pastoral lessees under the Bill, he believed
it would be that which had always been
claimed by the squatters, and that they
would hold the land under the same fenure
as ab present ; they would be simply tenants
at will until the land was required for settle-
ment, which would be proved by any number
of men coming forward and proving that
they were willing to pay a certain sum for
the land for the purpose of settiement.
Therefore, he hoped that the land principles
of the Bill would be adhered to. He con-
fessed that there was some appearance of
advantage in the amendment of the honor-
able member for Clermont, yet, when it was
examined, it would be seen that the propo-
sition of the Government would be more
advantageous to the public, and would leave
the pastoral lessees in the same position as
they were now in.

Mr. Ivory said he was glad to hear the
honorable member express a hope that the
land principles contained in the Bill would
be adhered to, as the committee had bitherto
been told by the Government that the
Bill was a Railway Bill, and not a Land
Bill. Honorable members on his side of
the House had always been of opinion
that it was as much one as the other,
and, therefore, he was glad to hear, al
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last, that it was to be the notable Land Bill
of the session, and that they need not expect
any other during the session. He was quite
willing that the Government should carry
that Land Bill in the way in which it was
being done. He quite approved of the
amendment of the honorable member for
Clermont, which, he thought, was a great
improvement to the Bill; and, although he
had always been ecalled by honorable mem-
bers opposite the champion of the squatters,
he utterly deprecated anything of the kind.
Although his views with regard to the
public lands had been rather antagonistic to
those of the Government, who had adopted
measures for benefiting those of their own
party views, still, he utterly deprecated being
viewed in the character of an ultra-squatting
representative.  Althcugh, being as yet a
new member, some utterances of his might
have given rise to such a charge, he hoped
that ultimately it would be foun§ to be incor-
rect. He theught that the opposition
from his (Mr. Ivory’s) side of the committee
had been earefully fostered by the antagonism
of the honorable Minister for Works to the
pastoral tenants of the Crown, a class from
which the honorable member was a renegade ;
and it was well known that renegades were al-
ways the most bitter opponents. It appeared
to be the opinion of honorable members op-
posite, that nothing good could come from his
side of the House; but he, for one, must utterly
deprecateanything of the kind being held up to
the country,as allthe Opposition were desirous
of doing was to legislate for what they con-
ceived to be the benefit of the country.
‘With regard to the clauses which had been
brought forward as amendments by the
honorable member for Clermont, it had been
asserted by the Ministerial side of the House,
that if the division of the runs was agreed
to, the Government would be * done *—that
that would be the result; but he wished to
know whose fault it would be if they were
“ done,” as they had their bailiffs and officers,
and should take very good care that they
were not “ done.” Therefore, he considered
that that was the most futile charge to bring
against the amendments, which had right
stamped upon the face of them-—and merely
showed signs of weakness on the part of the
Government. The country proposed to be
resumed by the Bill was of such vast area,
that even at the price of 10s. an acre, there
would be a sum of £32,000 for each mile of
railway, derived from the land; whilst,
according to the estimate of the Engineer-in-
Chief, the line was to cost only £3,000 a mile.
So that, if only one half of the runs were
resumed,there would bea sum of £16,000. For
his part, he would much rather see an exten-
sion of the area than the resumption of all
the runs at once, as that would do away with
any favoritism on the part of the Govern-
ment. Seeing that very ample powers were
given to the Glovernment, he thought that,
rather than be exposed to the accusation
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launched against them, it would be better if
they first made the resumptions proposed by
the honorable member for Clermont, and
then resumed the remainder when necessary.
They had the power, and he did not see why
they should not proceed cautiously, as, after
all, the whole thing was merely an experiment.
The honorable Minister for Works stated
that the safest principle was to sell the land
in the first instance, and then to construct
the line; but he joined issue with the honor-
able member on that point, as be did not
consider it was a judicious prineiple, and as
the representative of a district in which very
little public money had been spent, he
viewed, certainly with very great suspicion,
the construction of the Western Railway on
such a principle. He had opposed the con-
struction of that line hitherto, because le
thought that, if a measure of the kind was
introduced, the country should have some
guarantee that it would at all events be based
on a principle which would be applicable
generally. He believed that the principle on
which the Western Railway was to be con-
structed, and for which they were, in the first
instance, to have a credit balance of a quarter
of a million, would be a failure. They all
knew that when once a public work of that
character was commenced, it was bound te go
on, for the country could not see it come to
grief, nor did he conceive that any Govern-
ment would ever dream of ifs being stopped
until it reached Roma, which was the terminus
proposed by the Government. The Govern-
ment seemed to think that the country was
to stand as security for that money; but, as
one of the publie, he had a suspicion that that
quarter of a million would not be the end of
the matter ; and in saying that, he had in view
the case of the Darling Downs, about which
there had been such an outery, the land on
which had been parted with long ago when it
possessed an infinitesimal value to what it
possessed at the present time, and when if
was sold precisely in the same way as was now
proposed with regard to the country between
Dalby and Roma—although even that land
was sold nominally at a higher price than
that which had been called very superior land
away in the Western distriet was to be sold
for.” He contended that if the Governmens
were going on the principle of belying their
own professions as a liberal Government,
believing that they had not at the present
time a large population to be held in check
by, they would perpetrate the same folly
which had been perpetrated in regard to the
Darling Downs by what was a squatting
Government. They were going into the
country to sell lands for the benefit of the
squatters, for who else, he would ask, would
think of purchasing them P—certainly not the
farmers on the Downs; for, however much
they might be disposed to follow a railway,
they certainly would not go in advance
of it. He thought the best plan was to
construct the railway by loan, or otherwise,
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and, after the line was completed, and the
land became valuable, then to sell the land.

The Srcrerary ror Pubric Worxs said
honorable members had referred to the
large area of land proposed to be reserved,
and he might state that the total area of the
railway reserve, as originally shown on the
maps placed on the table, was 42,000 square
miles, and of that only about 21,000 square
miles were leased. There was about ene-half

the area so worthless that it was not con-

sidered worth taking up under pastoral lease,
and there was good reason to believe that
more than a fair proportion of worthless land
was included in the tract between Dalby and
Roma. That would reduce the arvea the
Government could hope to dispose of by onc-
half ; beeause, if land were so worthless that it
would not be taken up for grazing purposes,
they could not expect it would be taken up to
be put to other uses.

Mr. Dr Sarce thought the statement of
the Lionorable the Minister for Works that
the pastoral tenants were given a perfectly
insecure tepure on account of the infini-
tesimally small rent they paid in most
instances, was a great mistake, and that if it
went forth to the publie in this and the
neighboring colonies, it would be one of the
greatest blows that could be aimed at pas-
toral enterprise in this colony. He thought
a more injudicious and unstatesmanlike state-
ment had never been uttered by any Minister.
The pastoral tenants themselves knew in what
position they stood, but surely it was quite
unnecessary to state publicly and send it forth
all over the colonies that they had no tenure
at all. The pastoral interest was still, and
must be for some time to come, the chief
interest in the colony, and he thought, if
the case was as it was represented by
the honorable the Minister for Works, the
sooner they raised their rents and gave them
ab least some slight security of tenure, which
must be founded on the good faith of that
. House and the legislation of the country,
the better. He considered the proposition
for the resumption of one half instead of the
whole of the runs was a liberal proposition
which ought to have come from the other side
of the House IHe had no personal interest
whatever in the Bill, because he did not hold
any property in or near the proposed reserve ;
but he spoke in justice to the interest he re-
presented, and in justice to his position as an
independent member of that House. He had
worked in the unsettled districts for twenty
years, and if he spoke on the subject more
frequently than other honorable members it
was because he thoroughly understood the
position of the pastoral tenants; and he
thought the proposal of the honorable member
for Clermont was not in their favor, but that it
was a mere matter of justice. As he under-
stood the amendment, if it were adopted, the
mément the Bill was passed, the resumption
of one half the runs was absolute. The pas-
toral fenant from that moment bad nothing
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to hope for or to fear, so far as that portion of
his holding was concerned ; he might, on the
good faith of that House, expect to hold the
remaining portion for a few years, and carry
on those improvements which were absolutely
necessary to success in connection with pas-
toral pursuits. He would then have some
feeling of security, bus if the proposal of the
Goverment were carried he would not know
what block might be taken. It might be his
homestead itself, and he might be absolutely
ruined. He contended that it was essentially
necessary, in view of the general prosperity
of the country, that some security should be
given to the pastoral tenants ; and pointed out
that, by agreeing to the amendment, they
would put them out of their doubt and misery,
inasmuch as they would let them know
which portion of their respective runs would
be taken from them. On that ground solely
he would support the amendment.

Mr. Hoverinson said that under pre-
emptive right the pastoral lessee would be
quite able to secure his homestead, and to a
certain extent the more valuable portions of
his run; and pointed out that it was charae-
teristic of that class throughout the colonies to
oppose the demand for land for settlement, and
provoke a spirit which might result in their
tenurebeing as insecure as the honorable mem-
ber had represented it to be. With regard
to the amendments, he pointed out that they
dealt with a most important interest, which
was unrepresented in that House—the in-
terest connected with the distriet of Cook-
town. There was a measure coming on, pro-
viding for the representation of that distriet,
and he submitted that no one holding the
prineiples of constitutional government,
would attempt to legislate for the vast area
of country in that district until it was repre-
sented. If they adopted the amendment
they would put no restriction on the amount
of money that might be raised for the con-
struction of this rallway ; but if they adopted
the Goovernment Bill they would know that
the extreme amount of expenditure to which
the country could be exposed was £250,000.
He had no hesitation in saying that if the
Government agreed to construct the railway
by loan, the Northern members, who were
now their independent supporters, would
withdraw that support from them. He be-
lieved that should this experiment prove suc-
cessful, the Government would be able to
construct, not only railways, but many other
public works by the sale of land; and he had
no hesitation m saying that if they carried
the principle out, they would dismiss all ideas
of separation; but. if, on the contrary, they
continued taxing the North for works from
which they derived no benefit, they would
revive that ery, which would not be easily
stified, and such a course would be fatal to
any Ministry that persisted in it. He was
quite prepared to give the most serious con-
sideralion to any proposition coming from
the other side of the House, and more es-
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pecially from the honorable member for Cler-
mont ; but, at the same time, a large section
of that House would feel it their duty to at
once oppose any Government that would
accept such an amendment as that proposed.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said the honor-
able member for Clermont based nearly the
whole of his arguments against the Bill on
the assumption that it deprived the pastoral
tenant of some tenure he had now; but it
did nothing of the kind. He quite believed
the honorable member when hLe disclaimed
having given any new tenure to the pastoral
tenant ; but at the same time he would point
out that if the amendment were carried it
would have that effect. The 7th clause of
the Bill, which it was not proposed to amend,
provided :—

“ Crown lands in the said reserve shall not be
leased or otherwise alienated except in aceordance
with the provisions of this Act.”

The 9th clause provided: for the mode of
dealing with the land in fhe reserves, and
these two clauses taken together provided the
only means of dealing with lands in the
reserves ; unless they were dealt with under
the ninth clause, they could not be leased or
alienated at all. The effect of the amend-
ment was; that the land might be taken from
the lessee on certain notice, but with the
proviso that if it were taken from him nothing
would be done with it. which was & good
way of saying he should keep it; because
no Government would be mean enough to
take land from a pastoral tenant, when there
was an Act in force to prevent it being dealt
with in any other way. The honorable member
for Clermont said that was not his intention,
and perhaps it arose from a verbal inaccuracy
in the amendment. The question was—should
they take the whole or half the runs? He
believed it had been found that the subdivision
of runs in this way had not been a success;
no one could shut his eyes to the fact that it
had not been suceessful on the Darling
Downs. Honorable members should also
remember that in every block of country
there was a right of pre-emptien over four
square miles; so that if, out of twenty-five
square miles, only half were resumed, that
would be twelve and a half square miles, and
four would be taken under pre-emptive right,
which would continue up to the time the land
was proclaimed open for selection. Therefore
the lessee would, under the provisions of the
Act, have at least one year and nine months
from the present time to make his pre-emptive
selections, and out of the block there would
be only one-third left; and, judging from
experience, that portion would be probably
worth very little. Then, according to the
wording of the amendments, so much time
would elapse in cariying out the various pro-
visions that it would be nearly two years
before any land could be sold. It seemed to
him that if they did not sell the land until the
money was spent in the construction of the
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line, it was not building the line by the pro-
ceeds of land ; because they could not borrow
money from day to day unless they had an
overdraft at the bank, which would not be at
all desirable ; and if they borrowed the money
they could not repay it from time to time as
they got a few thousand pounds from sales of
land. It was, in fact, forming a sinking fund
to redeem the money expended in makmg the
railway, and was entirely different from the
prineiple of building railways by sales of
Crown lands.

Mr. C. J. Grawaum said. with regard to the
amendment creating a new temure for the
pastoral lessee, he could not see that it did
anything of the sort. (ne-half his run would
be taken from him, and he was to have the
other half on precisely the same terms as he
held it before. There was, therefore, no new
tenure ; and with regard to clause 9, he did
intend, following on his other amendments
being carried, to move an amendment in that
clause which would meet what was pointed
out by the honorable the Attorney-General.
If the division he proposed were carried out,
there would be a leased half and a resumed
half, and the Government could not do any-
thing with the leased half, simply because it
was leased ; but there was nothing in the
amendment to preveunt the House from taking
the resumed half. The whole object of the
honorable member appeared to him to have
fallen to the ground. He tried to induce
honorable members to believe that he (Mr.
Graham) had some dishonorable intention—
and that the result of his action would be to
give a new tenure so far as these resumed
halves were concerned.

The ATToRNEY-GENERAL assured the hon-
orable member that he did not intend to
impute anything dishonorable to him.

Mr. C. J. Gramau: If the honorable
gentleman said he (Mr. Graham) had no such
intention, surely it would have been compe-
tent for him, as the Attorney-General of the
colony, to have pointed out any words which
appeared to be an'agonistic to his avowed
object, and not condemn the whole of the
amendments because they contained words
which had an effect he did not intend them
to have. The honorable member made no
substantial objection to the amendments, but
merely objected to the drafting of the clauses;
and, 1f the words did not express what he
(Mr. Graham) meant, it would have been
more to that honorable gentleman’s credit if
he had suggested an amendment which would
give them the effect he intended. The hon-
orable member also said that 2,560 acres
would be taken from each bl:.ck under pre-
emptive right, and they all knew that; but
he did not add, as he might have done, that
this land would be paid for at the rate of ten
shillings per acre, the very price the honor-
able the Minister for Works proposed to pub
on the land, and the proceeds would go to
the trust fund. As to the amendments
putting off' the sale of land for some time,
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that could be easily amended; and he hoped,
when the committee came to a division, they
would not forget that they were not going to
divide on the question of paying for the
railway by sales of land before or after it was
construeted, but on the question whether
the runs should be divided or not. That
was the guestion before them ; and he hoped,
when they came to a division, they would
express their opinion by their votes on that
and nothing clse.

Mr, Toompson also explained that the
amendment did not create a new tenure, but
merely provided that the lessee should have
the right to have the unresumed portion of
his run on the same terms as he held the
whole previous to the resumption of one-half
under the Bill.

Question—That the werds pruposed to be
inserted be so inserted—-put.

The House divided.

Avsms, 15.

Messrs. Palmer, C. J. Graham, Thompsow
Ivory, Buzacott, Mecllwraith, Miles, J. Scott,
W. Scott, De Satgé, Amhurst, Royds, Morehead,
MacDonald, and W. Graham.

NoEs, 22.

Messrs. Macalister, Griffith, Fryar, Fraser, King,
Hemmant, Pechey, Beattie, Foote, Edmondstone,
Low, Kingsford, Dickson, Stewart, Macrossan,
Groon, Black, Lord, Douglas, Hodgkinson, Thorn,
and Pettigrew.

Clause 5, as amended, was then put and
passed ; and clause 6 was agreed to without
discussion.

Mr. Doveras said he now proposed to
bring under the notice of the committee a
new clause, which he considered was worthy
of some thought. 'fhe clause he had drafted
was wilh a view of encouraging, as he thought
it might encourage, the sale of land through,
in the first instance, their immigration agency.
He thought it was desirable that they shouid
have the power of selling land elsewhere
than in the colony ; and he would point out
that it was only the other day their Agent-
General, Mr. Daintree, in his correspondence,
which had been laid upon the table, on the
motion of the honorable member for Port
Curtis, called the attention of the Government
to the fact that land might be sold in Kngland
advantageously to the colony, and that such
sales would result, in all probability, in
inducing a class of immigrants they all very
much desired to see here, namely, tull-paying
passengerswith capital, to come to the country.
Mr. Duintree, in a letter dated the 4th of
March, 1875, said —

“ Another efficacious way of obtaining full-
paying passengers would be to set aside for
selection, in England, a certain number of farms
in each district ; these farms to be previously sur-
veyed, the nmmber of acres of agricultural and of
pastoral in each block to be stated, and, in addition,
the number of stock each block was caleulated to
carry.

[9 Juxs.]

Continental Railway Bill. 421

“The prevailing idea of many wishing to emi-
grate is to go straight to the land and form a
home, and if blocks of various size to suit the
means of various applicants were open for selection
Lere, I have no doubt whatever it would lavgely
increase the number of full-payers, who would
prove most desirable colonists.”

He had drafted the clause in order to meet
what Mr. Daintree had stated, and what he
himself knew to be the case. e thought it
was only a few days ago that the honorable
member for Maranoa, in his explanation of
what he had contemplated would have been
done if the original proposal of Messrs.
Collier and Company had been carried into
effect, said that, to a great extent, they would
have relied on obtaining capital in the United
Kingdom for the enterprise. They would,

. no doubt, have made immigration a special

feature of their progress, and that, to his
mind, was one of the great recommendations
of Messrs. Collier and Company’s project ;
and it was also a great recommendation to
this project, because it might be made to con-
duce very largely to forward their emigration
agency enterprise. American immigration
had been chiefly conducted through these
agencies. It was they who, under the
authority of their principles, induced immi-
grants to take up land in the far west, ample
means being given to the immigrants to
satisfy themselves that they would get the
land they sought to obtain. The general
form in which this was given was a gold bond,
which was practically a debenture bearing a
certain fixed rate of interest, and the holder
had a double security ; first, the solvency of
the company, and, then if that should be in
doubt, the vaiue of the land. In thatway a
man going to America with that document in
his pocket, could convert it into money, or he
might go along the line, satisfy himself as to
the position in which he would be located,
and convert it into the property he desired to
obtain, He thought a good deal might be
done in that direction here to forward the
object they had in view, that object being not
merely to provide for a small amount of
carriage in connection with the western dis-
triet, but to settle population in that distriet.
He believed they might make such an agency
as he had described instrumental to that
effect. He did not say the clause would carry
that out ; it was in the nature of a suggestion,
and he should be willing toaccept it from
the House in any shape they might think
most desirable. He would point out the bear~
ing of the clause itself; it provided :—

For the purpose of encouraging the introdue-
tion of Xuropean capital and labor.—
Some objection might betakento “European,”
and he was prepared to accept it from what-
ever source it might come. He had drafted
the clause for the purpose of furthering the
work of the Immigration Agent, and it
applied to Scandinavians, Italians, or others
who might be induced to come to this
country.
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An Hoxorasre Memses: Chinese.

Mr. Doueras: It did not apply to Chinese;
but he did not say he should regret to see
Chinese permanently domesticated in this
country, if they could be induced to come
with that view, but their characteristics were
migratory ; and Europeans were more desir-
able from their customs, their habits, and
their laws. However, his primary object
would be to encourage, by this system,
European immigration; and the clause pro-
ceeded :—

It shall be lawful for the Governor in Counecil

to cause to be surveved and sct apart for sale
under the provisions of this Act any portions of
land being in the aggregate not more than twenty
thousand acres in every one hundred thousand
acres which may be surveyed for sale and the said
reserves for special settlement may be sold on
such terms and at such times and places s the
Governor in Council may divect.—
Of course it would be necessary to give power
to the Governor in Council to carry out the
system. That power would be to sell land,
he should say, in the first place, chiefly in
London ; and if any success attended sales of
land there, the prineiple might be applied
elsewhere than the United Kingdom ; and it
was quite possible that sales might be made
in some of the neighboring colonies. Then
he had named the mode in which land might
be taken up:—

Provided that an annual payment of not less

than one shilling per acre be made for land selested
in such reserves and that the price of any free-
hold to be acquired in such reserve be not less
than twenty shillings per acre.
The alternative was, he thought, deserving of
consideration, beeause there might be many
who would prefer paying one shilling per acre
annually, than twenty shillings cash. ~Excep-
tion had been taken that he had placed the
limit so high, and it was asked, “If you are pre-
pared to sell land at auction at an upset
price of ten shillings, why fix the price at
twenty shillings?” He had done so for this
reason :—HException might be taken to the
exclusion of this land from eompetition, which
honorable members might think ought to be
allowed to persons resident in this colony;
and he was willing to admit that, as these
lands would be set apart for special purposes,
special value should be supposed to attach to
them. He had therefore fixed the price at
twenty shillings per acre, but he was willing
to accept whatever the House should think
wise in that respect. The last portion of the
clause referred to commission on sales :—

And it shall be lawful for the Governor in
Council to pay to any persons approved for the
sale of such lands a commission of five pounds
per centum on the gross receipts of the sale of
lands sold under the provisions of this clause.

That, he thought, would have the effect of
making the matter a mercantile transaction.
They knew that sales of stations and pro-
perties in the hands of the Government were
effected in this way, and there was no reason
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why the same system should not be carried
out in connection with sales effected nnder
this clause. Of course, it would be right
that the power of sale should not be com-
mitted to any person; the choice of proper
persons should be placed in the hands of the
Exceutive. He thought by proceeding in
this way it would result in the settlement of
a large population, which would be most pro-
fitable to the colony. Many families in
England, who resided in the same county or
parish, liked, when they came to a new
country, to settle down together, so that
former associations might be perpetuated—
and, under this system, they would be able to
do so. Wiih regard to commission on sales,
he might mention that the practice was
in force in New Zealand, where certain com-
mission was granted to persons for securing
salesof « rownlands. He mightalso mention
that he had frequent applications—he had
only the other day an application from a
company in England who were prepared to
give certain terms if the Government were
prepared to give them a grant of certain
Crown lands. ~ The application had reference
to a portion of country on the coast, which
was not under lease or occupied under any
form of tenuve, but the offer being to take it up
at a lower price than the Government were
auhorised at the present time in receiving,
it eould not be entertained, and the Govern-
very properly refused it. He mentioned this
simply for the purpose of showing that there
were persons who were anXious to tuke up
land in that way, and it would probably be
advantageous to the colony if the Government
had the power to come to terms with them.
They were persons with influential con-
nections in England, who would undoubtedly
throw themselves into the cause of immigra-
tion, and provide for people leaving the old
country, and forming new homes in the
colony. He hoped that the Ministry would
seriously consider the proposal, and thLat
some provision of the kind, if not in the same
form, would be embodied in the Bill. He
now moved that the clause stand part of the
Bill.

The Stcrrrary For PUBLIc WORKS said
that the new clause which had been intro-
duced by the honorable member was one of
very great importance, because it introduced
a mode of conducting the work of colonisation
in its Dbroadest sense, by means of the
alienation of Crown lands. It was a subject
which had been irequently treated by
writers, and he believed it was a system
which had been carried out to some extent
by other colonies, but the Government felt
that at the present time there were reasons
which would prevent them frem inserting the
clause of the honorable member in the Bill
now before the committce. In the first
place, they did not see that there was eny
special connection between the construction
of the Dalby and Roma railway and the
general question of disposing of the public
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lands for the purpose of colonisation, or that
it was an amendment which could be appro-
priately inserted in the Bill. The Bill was
for the special purpose of making a railway
between Dalby and Roma, and of reserving
lands for sale for the purpose of raising
money to defray the cost of making that
railway ; and if the priuciple of the amend-
ment was applicable to the lands within the
railway reserve, it would be equally so to the
whole of the colony. Agun, if it was
brought into operation, and was attended
with any success to the distriet through
which the railway passed, the Government
would be doing an injustice if they did not
extend the same prineiple to the whole of the
colory. He thought, also, that the principle,
if adopted, might tend to produce confusion,
as honorable members who were in favor of

the construction of railways by the sale of |

Crown lunfs, might be opposed to the provi-
sion. contained in the amendment of the
honorable member. He would go further,
and say, that although the amendment might
be a very appropriate one to propose when
the Crown Lands Alienation Act was under
consideration, yet, even then, it would be
debateable whether it would be a principle
which it was desirable to adopt. If they
had all the lands free in their hands, then
there might be something said in favor of
selling some of them in England ; bus, if they
were to sct apart only limited areas of land
to be sold in kngland, they would be risking
the good name of the colony in the eyes of
the people at home, especially if those areas
were not properly- drawn out. Honorable
members were all aware how America had
suffered by a somewhat similar system, and
how graphically the evils of it had been
degeribed by Dickens,in his “Martin Chuzzle-
wit.” Ifthe amendment was carried, and land
was sold by an agent in England, it was quite
possible that the character of it would be
somewhat highly colored, and that the per-
sons who bought it would, on their arrival,
find that it was most unsuitable; and, conse-
quently, the reputation of the colony would
suffer. They all knew how dissatified immi-
grants frequently were on their arrival, as they
found everything very different to what they
expecled on leaving home ; and the colony had
to suffer from letters being wrtiten to the
newspapers by those persons, bitterly com-
plaining of their being misled. An English
farmer, on-coming to the colony, would be
quite at sea as regarded the soill and the
seasons ; and the probability was, that if
agents were to be allowed five per cent. on
the sale of the land, they would not be
particular in coloring things rather highly.
He thought that the best plan for attracting
people to the colony was to give ample
facilities to people within the eolony to settle
upon the lands, and to let it be known in
England that such was the case, and that any
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should not be sold in England. Ie would
askt honorable members to consider what
would be the effect upon educated men, such
as retired military and naval officers, if that
amendment was carried—supposing such men
came oub to the colony and happened to
arrive upon the land purchased by them,
during a bad season ; supposing the land was
in the Roma district for instance, and those
men found that there was not a blade of grass
upon the land, and that there was not a drop
of water, although creeks were shown on the
map at the time of purchasing the Jand in
England. What would be their opinion?
‘Why, being men unaccustomed to Australian
life, and the bush, they would be disgusted,
and consider that they had been swindled by
the agent in England. For that reason, he
thought they would be risking the reputation
of the colouy if they attempted to sell land
in England in the manner proposed by the
amendment. He thought they could sell ag
much as they required to sell in Australia ;
and, if that was not the case, there was no
occasion to risk the good name of the colony
by employing agents to sell it in England.
He did not wish to discuss the amendment
at length, because he hoped the honorable
mewber who proposed it would consider that,
if lie wished to have it discussed, the more
appropriate time for doing so would be when
the Crown Lands Alienation Bill was before
them. He thought also, that the committee
should not adopt such an important amend-
ment without having more time to consider
it, and what the effect of it would be. He
therefore trusted the honorable member
would withdraw it for the present, with the
view of bringing it forward on some future
occasion.

Mr. DE Sates could easily imagine, if the
amendment had been brought forward by an
honorable member of the Opposition, what a
cutting up it would have received, more espe-
cially from the honorable member who had
just sat down, and who then would have heen
able to give his opposition to the amendment,
whieh he (Mr. De Satge) was certainly sur-
prised should have been brought forward by
the honorable member for Maryborough. 1f
the honorable member had brought forward
such a proposition when the Act of 1868 was
under consideration, there would have been
some sense in ib; but he would defy any
man to settle down, with any prospect of
success, to grazing upon 10,000 acres of
land. There was no country that would
carry more than a sheep to an acre; in fact,
the greater part of it would not carry one
sheep to two acres. Supposing a man took
up 20,000 acres under the terms of the amend-
ment, he would have from 10,000 to 20,000
sheep; and, under the present system of
fencing, those sheep would require about four
or five men to look after them; so that, after
all, the work of colonisation would not make
so much progress. As for agriculture, the
land between Dalby and Roma was utterly
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unfit for it; and even, with all the coloring
which a former Emigration Agent, Mr.
Jordan, gave fo the land and seasons of the
colony, he believed it would fail to attract
companies. The honorable member for Mary-
borough was an optimist, always wanting to
get something better ; but he considered that
they should be contented with the buyers of
land they already had in the country.

Mr. ParuEer said he did not very often
agree with the honorable Minister for Works;
but he thought the honorable member had
put the matter in a very proper light. He
considered that the proposition, if put into
law, would tend to mislead; and on that
account alone, if for no other, he should
oppose it. Supposing the proposition to be
carried, land would be sold to people who
knew nothing about it whatever, and the
consequence would be, that they would be
disappointed on arrival. It was, he thought,
qllllite enough for people to buy land after
they had come to the colony, and seen it.

Mer. Doteras, in reply, said he was quite
satisfied that theidea contained in his amend-
ment would grow, because he knew that there
was a great deal in it. It was all very well
to say that it would redound to the discredit
and disadvantage of the colony, but he did
not believe it would. The objection which
had been taken to itby the honorable Minister
for Works would not hold good, inasmuch as
be (Mr. Douglas) had had ample opportuni-
ties of seeing how the same system had
worked in America with great success, and it
was a notorious fact, that the western districts
of that great country had been mainly settled
on that principle during the last twenty years.
Of course, settlers in the large prairie districts
of Western America were quife as much
subjected to disappointment as the same class
would be in this colony ; in fact, people must
be disappointed sometimes. But what was
the working of the system in America ? Why,
that the Americans appointed persons to in-
speet the country, and report where locations
could be made—in fact, to give every informa-
tion concerning those locations which was
necessary. That, as he said, had been done for
the last twenty years, and had been the
constant practice in America, although of
late not upon the same large scale, as
frem some cause or other, there had been
something like a check to emigration to that
country. In many of the Western States of
America, the country was not more suitable
for settlement than it was in the interior of
this colony; it was further from land car-
riage, and, in some cases, from water carriage.
Such being the case, he saw no reason why a
principle which had been found effective in
America should not be equally eflective in
this colony. Hewas not surprised that there
was opposition to it, because it had never
been tried in the colony ; but that it could be
carried out, he had no doubt, and, at any
rate, there was no reason why it should not
be tried, in the first instance, on a small
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seale ; in fact, he would much prefer that it
should be carried out on a small scale, at
first, rather than on a large scale, and then
fail.  Of course, some immigrants would
always be disappointed, as they formed all
sorts of erroneous ideas about the country to
which they were coming, and, consequently,
were seldom in the country a few days before
they gave expression to the disappointment
they experienced, and said that the place was
not equal to their expectations. But they
had to buckle to work

Mr. De Savee: To work at what?

Mr. Dovgras: To work at whatever the
country would justify them in doing. He
knew there was just as much country fit for
cultivation westward as on tlie Darling
Downs, so that it was just a matter of time
and determination to do the thing: it could
be done, and the sooner it was done the
better. He was quite happy to have had the
opportunity of bringing it before the House,
and in receiving even the qualified approba-
tion which had been given by the hon-
orable Minister for Works—namely, that
the principle might find a place in a Land
Bill. At the same time, he believed it
could be embodied in the Bill before the
committee, the principle of which was, that
land should be used to pay for the con-
struction of a railway; therefore, it was merely
a question of applicability and practice. He
contended that any Minister for Lands who
understood his business, and had his heart in
his work, would have no difficulty in carrying
out such a principle as that which was con-
tained in the amendment, and having it em-
bodied in some Bill. He hoped it would find
a place in legislation, and he now submitted
it to the commn:ittee with that hope.

Mr. Ivory saw no reason why the clause
should not be incorporated in the Bill, as it
would be a great improvement to it, and it
could then De called the Great Continental
Railway and Immigration Bill. He thought
the Government might accept the amendment,
inasmuch as the Bill before the committee
was quite as much a Land Bill as a Railway
Bill.  Moreover, as the Government pro-
fessed to be so desirous of promoting settle-
ment, he had been rather surprised at the
manner in which the honorable Minister
for Works had sat upon the amendment.
The honorable member for Maryborough,
however, who had only recently re-entered
political life, might live to find that the
Government did not exactly carry out their
professed intentions. KEven with his (Mr.
Ivory’s) short experience, he had found that
they made large boasts, and gave great pro-
mises, which they bad not the slightest
intention of performing.

Mr. Miues recommended the lonorable
member for Maryborough to withdraw his
amendment, and not to place the slightest
reliance upon the statement of the honorable
Minister for Works, that it might find place
in some Land Bill. He looked upon the
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scheme as about the wildest that had ever
been brought forward; but he was not
surprised at its being brought forward by
the honorable member, who, it was well
known, was rather addicted to bringing
propositions forward for the purpose of having
them ventilated, and then withdrawing them.
All he could say was, that if such a clause
was introduced into any Land Bill, he should
oppose it; the mere fact of the price of the
land being fixed at 20s. an acre, whilst the
Government proposed an upset price of 10s.
an acre, was, to his mind, sufficient to con-
demn it.

Me. J. Scorr thought the amendment was
a most excellent one, with the exception that
it did not go far enough. It should have
been worded so as to include all the land
along the proposed line of railway, as he was
quite certain that that land would look better
the farther away the purchasers of it were
from it.

Mr. MoreHEAD characterised the amend-
ment as a species of political fireworks which
the honorable member had let off for the
purposs of airing his eloquence on his re-
entering political life. He trusted that the
committee would teach the honorable mem-
ber a lesson by rejecting the amendment, and
not allowing him to withdraw it.

Mr. HopekinsoN deprecated the remarks
of the honorable member who had just spoken,
as he could not see why the honorable mem-
ber for Maryborough should not re-enter
political life, and endeavor to obtain that
high position which was oceupied by the
honorable member for the Mitchell. If the
honorable member had let off a political fire-
work, which, it seemed, had singed the honor-
able member for the Mitchell, it was not let
off at that honorable gentleman in particular.
It had, however, evoked the ire of that honor-
able member, which invariably showed itself
when any member entered the House whom
he thought was likely to be equal to himself
in political eminence. He trusted, that what-
ever the merits of the amendment might be,
the honorable member would confine his
attacks to somebody of more weight and stand-
ing than the new honorable member for
Maryborough, who, however, might some day
be in the high position of that honorable
member ; at any rate, he could but try.

Mr. Dovernas could assure the committee
that, so far from having any intention of let-
ting off’ political fireworks, he had never set
about advocating any principle in a more
serious humor than he was at present inj
because he had had absolute proot that there
was a substantial foundation of faet in what
he had stated, and that there were people at
home who were prepared to carry out a
scheme of colonisation on some such founda-
tion as he had mentioned. He had only a
few days ago received a proposition from a
company of gentlemen to carry out ecolo-
nisation by means of land grants; but it was
not within the scope of law, so that the
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Government could not accept it. Ie could
also point to a somewhat similar system which
had been carried out in New Zealand, where
a company interested in emigration in Eng-
land had sueceeded in locating a large popu-
lation, where only a few years ago there was
not a single inbabitant. He contended that
the same thing could be done in this colony,
for it was at the very root of the principle
which was demanding the attention of the
country at large, and which was occupying
the attention of the House at the present
time—namely, to open up the lands along
the lines of railway. If the persons who
took up land in England were disappointed,
let them accept the alternative of paying
one shilling per acre instead of purchasing a
freehold ; that, he considered, was perfectly
fair. He knew that the amendment would
be opposed by honorable members opposite,
as they were personally interested in opposing
the settlement of the country, and he had
been perfectly conscious that he would not
be able to carry it without great opposition.
After all, the proposal was to set aside for
sale only one-fifth of every hundred thousand
acres which might be surveyed for sale, and
he proposed that, first of all, the principle
should be tried in an experimental manner.
He considered it was worthy of the experi-
ment, and that he should have received
some greater encouragement than he had
received.

Mr. Low said that he could not altogether
agree with the clause which had been pro-
posed, for during the long time he had been
in the colony, he had been connected with a
good many companies. and had invariahly
found that he made nothing out of them. He
believed that, it they went into the matter, it
would be as great a failure as the Ipswich
cotton and other companies. It was very
well to see statements on paper, but it was
different to realize those statements ; in short,
he did not see that any good was likely to
arise from the system proposed by the honor-
able member in his clause.

Mr, MoremEsD was surprised to hear from
the honorable member for Maryborough that
be had a scheme in his pocket by which gen-
tlemen at home were willing to take up land
if the clause was adopted, as he considered
that such a scheme should have been made
known by the honorable member before, and
not have been kept back until the matter was
in the last stage of discussion. That honor-
able member had accused-honorable members
on the Opposition side of the House with
being personally interested in opposing the
clause ; but might not the same charge be
made against the honorable member himself,
as he would like to know what connection
the five per cent. commission had with the
scheme in the honorable member’s pocket.
Allusion had also been made to a similar
scheme in New Zealand ; but he understood
that that scheme was not at all a success, so
far as that colony was concerned, and he
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believed there was an honorable member in
that House who was fully acquainied with
the working of that scheme.

Mr. Barrey said he should be sorry to see
such a plan as that proposed brought into
operation in the colony, as he was decidedly
opposed to any such scheme, from the fact that
every one e had known to have anything to
do with those land companies had been
ruined: inasmuch as the immigrants, after
working for the companies for some years,
found themselves poor men. All the agents
sought to do was, to put money into their
own pockets, no matter what the result was
to the men they brought out.

Mr. W. Gramaym believed the honorable
member for Maryborough had been actuated
by good motives, and by a desire to benefit
the country; and he also thought that there
was a great deal of what was good in the
clause. He could not help thinking, how-
ever, that the one shilling per acre looked
very much like a scheme to delude people
at home, and to pay some person five per
cent. to doit. The clause might be suitable
to either a Land or an Immigration Bill, and
he would strongly advise the honorable mem-
ber to withdraw 1t for the present, as it was
quite out of place, and was only widening
out the debate on the measure before the
committee.

Mr. Paruzr said that there was nothing
whatever new in the substantial foundation of
the fact that the honorable member had
received a proposal from a company of gentle-
men at home, as he was certain that there
had not been a single Government before
which a scheme of something the same kind
had not been laid. The honorable member
had made a very unlucky allusion when he
referred to New Zealand, as the experiment
had been anything but a beneficial one for
that colony. A similar scheme had been pro-
posed to himself, when in office, but it was
against the law. Looking, however, at the
Railway Bill now before the committee, he
was rather surprised that the Government
had not accepted the amendment, as it
amouunted to pretty nearly the same as selling
the lands before the railway was commenced.
Now, the scheme of the New Zealand Com-
pany was this—that they obtained land from
the Government, and sold it at a profit to
emigrants, Whereas, if the Government had
done the same thing, the profit would have
gone into the Treasury of that colony. What
had been done there was just what the
scheme of the honorable member for Mary-
borough would lead up to. But, he thought
that the profit on the lands should go into
the Treasury, and not into the pockets
of an English company. The honorable mem-
ber for Maryborough got a little warm, and
had accused honorable members on the Oppo-
sition benches of a desire to obstruct the
settlement of the country ; but supposing the
amendment had come from an Opposition
member, he would like to know whether

[ASSEMBLY.]

Continental Railway Bill.

there would'not have been a peal of indigna-
tion from the Government for obstructing
their Bill. Because, however, it had come
from one of their supporters, nothing had been
said, although 1t had been the cause of great
obstruction in getting on with the Bill before
the committee. He thought it had nothing
whatever to do with the Bill, and he hoped
the honorable member would withdraw it,
and let them get back to the business before
the committee.

Mr. Dovcras said he was quite as anxious
as the honorable member for Port Curtis to
get on with the Railway Bill ; and he thought
the statement of the honorable member, that
a certain company had obtained land at 15s.
per acre, and sold it two years after at £40
an acre, was a strong argument in favor of
the system lie had proposed. It indicated
that those gentlemen had, by the settlement
of population, given a certain value to land
which previously had been valueless. Iie
was satisfied, for the present, with having
brought the matter forward; and, if it was
considered an interruption, he was sure it
was an interruption which would, some day
or another, be looked upon as of great benefit
to the colony, if it had been adopted. If it
were an interruption, he apologised. He was
quite aware that it was very rarely they had
such unimportant questions to consider; and
he begged leave to withdraw the motion.

Clause 7—“ Crown lands in reserve not to
be dealt with except under the Act;” and
clause 8, ‘““Secetion 16 of Crown ILands
Alienation Act of 1868 not to apply to re-
serve’—were put and passed, without oppo-
sition.

Clause 9—“ Mode in which land may be
alienated”—was then moved.

Mr. C. J. Granay moved, that sub-section
4~ Under the provisions of the laws in force
for the time being relating to the unconditional
selection of lands that have been offered for
sale by auction and not sold”’—be omitted.
He explained that the effeet of this sub-
section would be this: Under the existing
law, lands could be offered at auction, and, 1t
not sold, they could be declared open to
selection without conditions, at whatever the
upset price might have been. Honorable
members would see, that in one of his amend-
ments he proposed that in all cases where it
should be found impossible to sell the land,
or where it was not thought desirable to do
so, power should be given to the Government
to lease it by auction. He thought it would
be better to remove'the sub-section altogether;
because then, if the land were offered and
not sold, the Goyernment would have the
power to offer it at auction as often as they
pleased. He also pointed out that, although
the land might not be bought when first
offered, it would necessarily acquire greater
value in time ; and if it were thrown open to
unconditional selection, they would have it
taken up by speculators at the lowest price;
while, 1f the same land were kept a few
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months longer it might fetch several pounds
per acre. There were many ways in which
the provision contained in this clause might
be abused. Land worth £1 or £2 per acre
might be offered at ten shillings an acre, and
certain persons might arrange together not
to bid for it, in order to get it at a reduced
price—instead of paying ten shillings per
acre cash, it would be by deferred payments ;
because, should the proposed Land Bill be
carried, that would be a law in force for the
- time being.

The 8ecreTaARY PoR PuBLic Works said,
as this particalar portion of the clause had
no particular bearing on the Bill, and with a
view to getting on with the Bill, he would
withdraw it.

Question—That the words proposed to be
omitted stand part of ihe Bill—put and
negatived.

The SgorETARY FoR Punric Works said
he wished to move a new sub-section in the
conditions subject to which lands in the
reserve might be leased or alienated. The
object of the sub-section was to incorporate
an amendment of the honorable member for
Clermont, that being a more appropriate place
to introduce it than where the honorable
member proposed to bring it in. It pro-
vided—

¢ All lands within two miles of the proposed
railway reserve except such part thereof as shall
be reserved for township ‘purposes shall be set
apart for homestead areas under ‘ZThe Home-
stead Areas Act of 18727 g

Mr. C. J. Gramay said the honorable
member had taken the wind out of his sails
by introducing this clause; but he was glad
to see that they accepted, at least, one of his
amendments.

Question—That the words proposed to be
inserted be so inserted—put and passed.

Mr. MacDowarp would suggest to the
honorable the Minister for Works, that it
would be advisable to amend the eighth sub-
section by omitting * ten shillings per acre,”
with a view of inserting *five shillings,” as

“the upset price of country lands offered for
sale by auction. He thought it was a mistake
to suppose that, by fixing a high upset price,
they would obtain more for land ; in fact, he
thought it had a contrary effeet. It was
admitted that there was a great deal of land
between Dalby and Roma which was worth
very little, and he thought it would be much
better that land should be sold at even half-
a-crown an acre than it should be allowed to
lie idle, perhaps, for years.

Mr. Ivory thought fen shillings per acre
was a low upset price for land that had been
so praised and belauded as some of this land
had been. The best of the land would, no
doubt, be sold in the first instance; and the
other land, which had not got that value at
the present moment, would acquire it when
the line was constructed.

Mr. Dovaras thought it was a matter for
consideration, whether they should not in-
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crease, rather than diminish, the upset price.
He felt convinced there was a considerable
guantity of land about Dalby and Roma
which would readily fetch £1 an.acre, and he
was hardly inclined to give the Government
an option of putting any land up below that.
His own belief was, that a sufficient price was
the best guarantee that the land would be put
to reaily good use; and he supposed the
Government would not put any land up at
ten shillings per acre, if it were considered
worth more than that. He pointed out that
the value of land was continually increasing,
and maintained that it was the duty of the
Government to endeavor to get the highest
price for it.

Mr. Dr Sartee thought there was a good
deal of force in the suggestion of the honor-
able member for Blackall. The land along-
side this line was to pay for the railway, and
it was admitted, at the same time, thata great
deal of the land between Dalby and Koma
could not be expected to feteh ten shillings
an acre; and why should it not be sold at
whatever it would feteh, to pay for the line ?
If selectors were able to obtain land on the
Darling Downs at five shillings per acre, they
ought certainly to be able to obtain it at that
price within this reserve. He thought they
ought to adopt the suggestion, and reduce the
upset price to five shillings.

The Bgcrersry ¥or Pueric Works said
the Government did not see their way to
accept the suggestion. Tt must not be for-
gotten that the land to be sold was in close
proximity to the railway ; and if portions of
it were so very poor that it was not worth ten
shillings per acre, they had better let it
remain under the rent paid by the pastoral
lessee, until sueh time as it became worth
that price. There could be no doubt, that in
twenty years, there would be no land within
fifty miles of the line that would not be
worth ten shillings an aere ; and if they could
get suificient to make the railway, that was
all that would be required, and there would
be no necessity to sacrifice land at five
shillings an acre.

Mr. C. J. Grazax said, the next amend-
ment he had to move was in sub-section 9,
and it seemed to bim to be a very useful pro-
vision. Its object was to provide that where
those large lots of land were proposed to be
sold, there should be an area reserved for
roads through them, and that authority
should be given to the Secretary for Public
Works to open the roads when it was found
necessary. He hoped some member of the
Government would give them some informa-
tion as to the amount that.-had been paid oub
of the Treasury for repurchasing land for
road purposes, because he was sure that if
honorable members saw the figures, they
would at once see the necessity for this clause,
which simply made compulsory what was now
the practice, and gave powers about which
some doubt existed. He moved that the
following words be inserted :—
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And each lot so offered shall contain over and The SrcrETsrY FOR PUuBric Works said
above the advertised area thereof sufficient land he had no objection to the amendment. He
for a road two chains wide through any part of | admitted that the provision was not applicable
such lot which may be opened by the Secretary | o the present Bill, and he entirely agreed with
for Public W orkix in any direction when raquired | {14 honorable member as to the injury that
and in no case s,xgll more than twelv_e _ﬂl.ousand had been done to the colony by the system
acres be included in any number of adjoining lots of unwatered runs.

Ellﬁee;scﬂ;?nss x;?&l;e surrounded by a reserved road Mr. MorEnEAD quite agreed with striking .
: out the provision, but he could not agree with

The SECRETARY FOR Pusric Works said | the honorable member for Port Curtis, that
he had not the slightest objection to accept the existence of such a clause in another A'c(;
the amendment, and the only reason why he | Was necessarily injurious. He {;elieved tae
did not insert a similar provision was because | clauses referred to had been twisted about;
it was thought more a departmental matter | but,atthe same time, he knew that a large por-
than a matter which ought to be dealt with { tion of the north-west of the colony had been
by a clause in the Bill. It ought certainly taken legitimately and fairly under those
be an instruction toall surveyors in the Lands | clauses, and that great benefis had resulted
Department, that sufficient areas should be set, | to the colony in consequence.
apart for roads, so that proper access might Question—That the words proposed to be
be had to all surveyed lands. e did not onuttt_ed stand part of the question—put and
suppose there would be any harm in inserting | negatived.

the elause; it would probably make the matter Clause 9, as amended, was then put and
more certain, and he would aceept its inser- passed. .
tion. Clauses 10— new leases to be subject to

Mr. Parmer thought the provision a wise | provisions of section 5,” and 11— Reserve
one, and that it would be better to make it | not to be deemed a railway reserve under
law, than leave it for departmental arrange- | the Crown Lands Alienation Actof 1868,"-—
ment, because one Minister might take one | Wwere agreed fo without discussmn: On clauge
view of the matter and another Minister | 12— Reservation of lands required for rail-
might take another. It would be better to | Way to be madein all grants and leases of

make it certain. land within the reserve,” being moved,—
Mr. MorrnEAD pointed out that the clause Mr. Parusr said he did not think the

placed power in the hands of the Minister for | provision in the latter portion of this clause

Lands #6rthe time being, which might be ex- | Was at all fair or just:—

ercised to the injury of small seleetors. He “And if any such land shall afterwards be

quite agreed that some provision should be | required for such purposes the lessee (not being
made for roads, but he could not see his way | a pastoral lessee) or grantee shall be entitled upon
to support the clause in its present form. | the land being taken to receive in respect thereof

Myr. Ivory also thought the clause might the same amount that shall have been paid to Her
operate harshly with regard to selectors of Majesty in respect of the same land so taken and

small lots, and said he would move an amend- 10 more and shall not be entitled to any further or
ment, that it should not apply to lots under other compensation in respect of the land so taken
500 acres. or by reason of its being so taken.”

Mr. PaLmER hoped the honorable member | He did not think that was at all fair to persons
would not press his amendment, because, if a | who had purchased land in fee-simple and
number of small selectors got together, they | improved it. It might take a man’s home-
might insist upon compensation equal to, | stead and all improvements simply at the.
perhaps, the whole value of their land. The | value he paid for the land many years before.
provision applied to small selectors in par- | He thought it would be much Dbetter to take

ticular. it in the same way as was provided in other
Question—That the words proposed to be | Aets.

inserted, be so inserted-——put and passed. The SecrETARY FoR Pusrrc Laxps: Under
Mr. Parmrr said he hoped the honorable | the provisions of the Railway Act.

the Secretary for Works would strike out the Mr. Paraer @ Under the provisions of the

provision relating to the occupation fee pay- | Railway Act. It was manifestly unfair. A
able on application for unwatered runs. The | man nught build a house, and make gardens
system of unwatered country had done more | and an orchard, and the Government would
to check the progress of the colony than any | have a perfect right to take all at the cost
other ]slysierg had d]gne f'lord yearg.thAny tp.(g'- prii(‘}}e of Xm land. G a _—

son who had any knowled:e of the outside he ATTORNEY - GENERAL though e
districts, must know that; he was sure ! honorable member must be under a misap-
the honorable the Minister for Works must l prehension. All the clause provided for was
k.novg it, 3}-111(1 also Odf ’z]llef}{?rjury g, had géi\;len l %ni b Stupﬁosing thg linedvrere surf(fyet‘dkfrom
rise to. e moved, that the words * and the alby to Roma, and land was sold at Roma
oceupation fee payable on every application <| with the knowledge tha$ the lire was going

for an unwatered run within the land reserve, | there; perhaps, on getting to Roma, a slight
shall be at the rate of six shillings per square | deviation might be necessary, and in that
mile,” be omitted. case 10 compensation beyond the price paid
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was to be allowed. A slight deviation ought
not to be made the subject of compensation
any more than in making a road.

My. Ivory contended that the clause was
a very unfair one, and ought to be struck out.

Mr. Parmuer pointed out that another
strong reason why the clause should be
struck out was, that it was proposed to sell
land fifty miles beyond Roma. The land
there might be sold at once—stores might be
erected, and other improvements made, and
when the railway reached there, they would
have to clear out of the way, and get nothing
beyond what they paid for the land.

Question—That clause 12, as read, stand
part of the Bill—put and negatived.

Clauses 13— Governor in Council may
cause railway to be made from Dalby to
Roma;” and 14— Accounts to be kept in
Treasury under name of ¢ Western Railway
account  “—were verbally amended, in order
to make them consistent with the previous
clauses of the Bill, as amended.

Clause 15— Colonial Treasurer may ad-
vance £250,000, out of moneys to the eredit of
public acecunt, to Western Railway account”
—was then moved.

Mr. J. Bcort pointed out that the clause
provided that “any sum or sums of money
not exceeding in the aggregate at any one
time the sum of £250,000, to be placed to the
credit of the railway account,” and requested
some explanation respecting the words “ at
any one time.”

The SecrurarY For Pusrric Worgs said
the meaning of the clause was, that £250,000
might be advanced to the railway fund, and
when lands were sold within the reserve, the
proceeds were to be devoted to repayment of
the sum advanced ; and, supposing that after
that the fund,in consequence of putting off
land sales, or from any other cause, should
run short, it would be in the power of the
Treasurer to repeat the advance, provided
that not more than £250,000 was advanced at
any one time. Infact, the railway would have
a cash credit in the Ireasury to the extent of
£250,000.

Mr. Dr Satee thought it would be better
for the Government to ask for the sumre-
quired to construct the line to Roma at once.
They had broken through the principle of
constructing the line out of sales of land by
asking for £250,000, and they might as well
ask for £400,000, which he believed the work
would cost. Let them ask for whatever sum
was required; he would vote £600,000, if
necessary.

Mr. Paruer thought this was one of the
most rational clauses in the Bill. It showed
that it was intended to construct the railway
out cf loan, as it ought to be.

The clause, having been amended by the
substitution of “Western” for “(Clontinenial,”
was then put and passed. Clause 16— Dis-

posal of moneys received on alienation of |

lands within reserve’’—was amended in the
same way as the previcus clause; and, onthe
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question being put—That the clause, as
amended, stand part of the Bill,—

Mr. C. J. Gramam said they were now
going to divide upon the great principle at
1ssue between that side of the House and
the Government, in connection with this
question; and he houped it would be found
that a majority would differ from the Govern-
ment on this point. He had heard several
honorable members on both sides, in alluding
to the subject, speak more in favor ot the
new clause he was about to propose than of
that proposed by the Government, and the
whole thing lay in a nutshell. The Govern-
ment proposal was, to sell the land and malke.
the railway, and he proposed to make the
railway first, and then sell the land, which
would thereby have inereased value. The
new clause provided that, as soon as any
section of the railway was opened for traffic,
the land might be sold; and when a further
section was opened, the land on that section
might be sold; and when the line was com-
pleted, the whole should be available for sale,
i order that the railway should be paid for.
£250,000 would earry the line over the first
section; and the line must now be completed
to Roma. If the land could not be sold, the
Government must, nevertheless, carry out the
work, and they would have to come down to
the House for authority to complete it by
way of loan. The result to the country
would be just the same in one respect; but,
by making the railway first, they would get
the increased value of the lands. He should
ask the House to negative the clause, with
the view of inserting the following new
clause i—

As soon as a section of the railway authorised
to be made within the Western Railway Reserve
shall have been opened for traffic but no sooner it
shall be lawful for the Governor in Council to
sell by auction or lesse under this Act the lands
on both sides of the railway as far as it is
opened but no farther Provided that as soon
as the whole of the railway authorised to be
macde within the said railway reserve shall have
been completed and the whole of it op-med to
traflic the whole of the lands within the railway
reserve shall be subject to be dealt with by the
Governor in Council as provided in clause 9 of
this Act.

The Smcrerary vor PuBLic Works said
the honorable member had stated the case so
very fairly that there was very little occasion
for discussion. He could only observe that,
under any circumstances, no land could be
sold for about fifteen months from that date,
and they hoped the work would be in pro-
gress, and that a considerable portion of the
line would be open before any land could be
sold. He had received several letters, from
different people, urging that the land should
be made available for sale during the time of
the construction of the work, in order that
the men em)loyed might be able to take up
land when they were flush of cash. One
gentleman suggested that the pay clerk
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should also be made a land agent, and that
he should go along the line and exhibit plans
of country open for selection, take payment
for selections made, and give a receipt for the
money. He thought some advantage might
be gained, in that way, by having the land
saleable when there was a large population
engaged in the construction of the line,
because it would tend to promote settlement.
He thought, if they waited until the line was
completed before selling land, in addition to
the risk of the colonists having to pay for its
construction, they would also be hindering
the settlement of the population employed on
the works.

Mr. ParuEr said this was the real ques-
tion at issue between the Opposition and the
Government. He did not intend to take up
the time of the committee by using arguments
that had been used before, but he would ask
honorable members to look at it without any
feeling of a party spirit. e thought the
Opposition bad shown what they promised—
that they would make no factious opposition
to the passing of the Bill ; and that if they
could not have it entirely their own way they
would do the Dest they could to enable the
Government to carry out the railway to
Roma. But the question now was:—Were
they going to allow the inereased profit to be
derived from the sales of land to go into the
pocket of the capitalist or speculator, or into
the Treasury of the colony P He should vote

to negative the clause and insert the amend- |

ment, believing that in so doing he would
best serve the interests of the colony. Were
they actuated by the motives which had been
attributed to them they would vote for the
Government Bill without the amendment ; but
he could answer for himself, and for every
member of the Opposition, that their only
object was to get the best terms they could
for the colony, and put money into the Trea-
sury and not into the hands of speculators.
He believed the Bill as it stood would have
that effect. They would have speculators
from the neighboring colonies ready to invest
in the very best of this land, and pick the
eyes out of the country, and they would
make these people a present of the difference
between the price they paid for the land and
the price they received after the railway was
made. He hoped the honorable the Secretary
for Works would consider that the amend-
ment in no way affected the Bill so far as
making the railway to Roma was concerned.
That was conceded, and the only question
now was as to the source from which the
money for the purpose of earrying it out was
to be derived. The Opposition believed in
the amendment thoroughly, and he gave
honorable members opposite eredit, if they
voted against it, for believing that they would
be voting in the best interests of the country.
But he believed they were mistaken if they
did so, and that they would live to regret it.

The Coronian TrREASURER thought there
were two or three substantial reasons why
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the amendment should not be adopted. He
believed every honorable member would ad-
mit that there was a large proportion of good
land about Dalby which was now saleable at
a fair price, and which would not be enhanced
in value by the construction of the line. But
there was a stronger objection than that. The
honorable member for Maranoa, when he took
objection to the prineiple of the Bill—of sell-
ing the land to make the railway—said he
could quite conceive ecircumstances under
which such a policy might be a very good
one, and his argument was based upon the
position of the banks in the colony at the
present time, and he pointed out that if the
circumstances of the colony were similar to
those of New South Wales, which territory
was being alienated largely, it might be a
desirable thing to do. There was a great
deal of force n that argument; and if they
adopted the amendment, they should entirely
preclude themselves from taking advantage of
such a favorable state of aflairs when it should
arise, and it might happen in a year or two.
The prosperity of the colony might go on and
become brighter, and it might so happen that
there was such a plethora of capital seeking
investment that it would be better to sell one
or two years in advance for immediate re-
quirements, than to sell the land and carry on
the work from hand to mouth. Times would
come when it would be much more desirable
to sell the land and get a better price to-day,
than to wait twelve months, because at the
end of that time some forty miles of the line
would be constructed. That was a strong
objection to the amendment. The hands of
the Government would be tied, and they
would not be able to take advantage of any
favorable opportunity that might arise for
the sale of land. Tt was quite possible that
it would be much more profitable to sell the
land now than in twelve months time, when
forty miles of the railway might be open.
There was also the fact to be considered that
the knowledge of the line being about to be
made would cause a prospective increase in
its value. He did not think they ought to be
afraid of the bugbear of speculators, and he
hoped these reasons, and the reasons advanced
by the honorable the Minister for Works,
would induce the committee to agree to the
clause as it stood in the Bill.

Mr. De Saree said the honorable the
Colonial Treasurer had dealt with the question
only from a financial point of view, but there
were other matters to be considered. He
contended that the lands on the Darling
Downs had paid for the Southern and West-
ern Railway over and over again; and thatit
was a great injustice that land beyond Roma,
should be made to pay for the line to Roma,
five or six years in advance. The security of
land-holders in that district was thereby
most unnecessarily  jeopardized ; whereas,
under the plan proposed by the honorable
member for Clermont, the House was only
asked to lend the money for a time. He
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pointed out that they had the power, and
were in a position, to borrow money ; and he
suggested that they should borrow £600,000,
if necessary, to push the railway on to Roma
and then, if they liked, they could claim the
lands round about it.

Mr. C. J. Graram said he must apologise
1o the House. The new clause he proposed
moving would come in after clause 16, and
he would thercfore allow that clause to pass.

Clause 16, as amended, was then put and
passed.

Mr. C. J. Gramay then said the honorable
the Colonial Treasurer had objected that
there was land about Dalby which they
wished to sell, but which, wunder the
proposed amendment, they would not be
able to sell; but he would point out that
the £250,000 would make a portion of the
railway before they would require the land,
and when that portion of the line was
opened, they would be able to sell the Jand
to better advantlage. He could quite under-
stand that, before the railway was completed,
further advances would be required ; bub he
believed that, when 1t was completed to
Roma, if the land were sold judiciously, it
would pay the whole of the advances, and
interest on the advances, and everything eon-
nected with its construetion. With regard
to a plethora of capital, it was not often they
had that, and he thought that, if there was
more capital than could be profitably em-
ployed, it would not show a prosperous state
of affairs. And, if such a thing should arise,
there was nothing to prevent lands being
sold in every other part of the colony. He
did not look upon speculators as a bugbear.
A great deal of the success of America was
due to speculators, and it did not follow that,
because a man was a capitalist and a specu-
lator, he was, therefore, a bad citizen. As
to affording opportunities for laborers on the
line to take up land, he intended to provide
for that; he wished to offer every oppor-
tunity for settlement on the lands, and he
should propose to set apart two miles along
the railway line, which would be open for
selection, during the progress of the works,
for men of that class. He would add the
following proviso to the clause :—

Provided also that this section shall not apply
to the homestead area created by this Act.

Mr. Toomeson said there could be no
objection to men taking up land as they went
along the line, and under the proposed
proviso, the money of these men could, if
they were so disposed, be invested in Jand for
the purposes of settlement. They would be
able to take up land at any distance within
two miles of the line, and even in advance of
the work; and it would prevent the land
being rushed into the market, by which
speculators would get the benefit of the
increased value, instead of the country.

Mr. Warsy said he trusted the Govern-
ment would pause before they allowed such
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an exbraordinary addition as that referred to
to be made to this Bill. He had had some ex-
perience of the danger and the injurious effects
of encouraging railway servants to buy land
along the railway line. He thought it was
not to the interest of the country that they
should have men in the Government service
who were also land-owners. If he remem-
bered rightly, when in office, he had had to
dismiss men who had been deluded into buy-
ing land along the railway line, because they
were attending to their holdings instead of
their duties as railway servants; and he
hoped the Government would not consent to
such an amendment, to gain nothing more than
a little popularity. Again, there was some-
thing quite un-English in adopting such a sys-
tem,which was very much likethe truck system
which had been so much condemned at home.
The honorable the Minister for Works had
stated that it had been suggested to him that
the paymaster should act also as land agent.
In fact, instead of these men providing Sun-
day gowns for their wives, or comfortable
living, the paymaster, who might derive a
certain per centage on sales, was to en-
deavor to induce them to purchase lands;
and he objected, most strongly, to any-
thing like a truck system in connection
with railway servants. He said they were a
valuable class as colonists, and the longer
they were kept as railway laborers the better
it would be for the colony; but in the posi-
tion of miserable land-owners—of small
farmers, they would be of no benefit to the
colony. He trusted the Government would
not accept such an amendment.

The clause previously moved by Mr. C. J.
Graham as a new clause to be inserted before
clause 16, was then put, and negatived on
division :—

Avzs, 10.

Messrs. Palmer, Thompson, McIlwraith, Ivory,
Buzacott, Morehead, Amburst, J. Scott, De Satgé,
and C. J. Graham,

Nozs, 21.

Messrs. Macalister, Griffith, Fryar, XKing,
Low, Beattie, Edmondstone, Hemmant, Douglas,
Pechey, Stewart, Dickson, Kingsford, Macrossan,
Hodgkinson, Groom, Foote, MacDonald, . Thorn,
Fraser, and Pettigrew. ’

Clause 17— Moneys to be expended in
construction of Continental Railway,” was
amended by the substitution of * Western ”
for *“ Continental.”

Mr. J. Scorr said before the clause was
put he would like to ask the honorable the
Secretary for Works what the line was
estimated to cost altogether ?

The SEcrRETARY For PusLic WoRks said
the survey of the line was not yet completed.
Fifty-one miles had been surveyed, and the
estimate for that portion was £3,000 a mile.
Beyond that they had got no estimate, but,
judging from the character of the country, he
thought it would probably cost about£600,000.
That was allowing, for the section near Roma
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ll))ei%g considerably rougher than that near
alby.

The clause, as amended, was then put and
passed.

Mr C. J. Gramay said it appeared to him
that, after the construction of the railway and
the repayment of all advances, any money
unexpended which had been obtained from
sales of land properly belonged to the dis-
trict, and sught to be available for other
public works. He therefore moved the fol-
lowing new clause :—

When the railway from Dalby to Roma shall
have been completed and the full cost thereof
together with interest on all advances made to
the Trust fund as provided in this Act shall have
been repaid with the proceeds of lands sold within
the Railway Reserve and it shall at any time be
found that the working expenses of the said
railway in any year are less than the net receipts
the profits so accruing shall be spent on other
public works within the said railway reserve.

The SrcrETARY FOR PUBric WoRKS said
he thought it was rather premature to pro-
pose to cispose of the profits of a railway the
first sod of which had not yet been turned.
But apart from that, the principle the honor-
able member advocated was unjust to the rest
of the colony. The railway had been made
to Dalby, and the honorable member said the
greater part of that had been paid for by
lands on the Darling Downs. It appeared,
therefore, that the settlers in the Western
district were to have a railway as far as
Dalby by the sale of lands on the Darling
Downs; and, at the same time, the rest of
the colony was not to benefit by the con-
struction of the railway from Dalby to the
West. He thought the proposal was partial
and very unjust. The land was the property
of the whole colony, and if there were any
deficiency between the revenue and the work-
ing expenses of the line, it would have to be
borne by the colony. He thought it would
be time enough to think what they would do
with the profits when the line was nearer
completion ; and he would point out that the
clause would necessitate introducing into the
department a very complicated system of
bookkeeping. {t would be the same as if two
rival companies were running on portions of
the same line—one from Roma to Dalby, and
the other from Dalby to Brisbane; and no
distinetion was drawn between the portion
constructed by sales of land, and that paid for
by the State out of loans, the proceeds of the
land being paid into the consolidated revenue.

Mr, Perrierew said, he did not think the
honorable member for Clermont need trouble
himyelf that the railway would be made for
anything like the money. With the present
engineer he was satisfied it would cost a
million of money ; and he would suggest to
the honorable the Minister for Works, that
before even he turned a sod of the railway, he
should adopt the same course as his colleague
the Treasurer did with regard to the Engineer
of Harbors and Rivers.

[COUNOIL.]

Mr, William Coote, Etc.

The clause was then pub and negatived.

The schedule was, on the motion of the
SECRETARY FoB PrsLic Works, amended as
follows, and agreed to :—

“ For the purpose of defining the limits of the
‘Western Railway Reserve created under this Act
& straight line shall be drawn from Dalby to the
town of Roma and produced thence for a distance
of fifty miles and the said straight line shall be
the base line of the said reserve which shall
extend for fifty miles on each side of the said base
line.”

The preamble and title having been
amended in accordance with the amendments
in the several elauses,

The Chairman, on the motion of the
SECRETARY ForR Pusrnic Wozks, left the
chair, and reported the Bill to the House
with amendments and amended title. The
report was adopted, and the third reading
was made an order of the day for Tuesday
next.





