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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
1Vednesday, 5 ]Jiay, 1875. 

Member Sworn.-Vacant Secat.-Resumption of Lands. 

ME:\IBER SWORN. 
William Graham, Esquire, having taken 

the oath and subscribed the roll, took his 
seat as member for the Electoral District of 
Darling Downs. 

V .A.OANT SEAT. 
The SPE.A.KER : I have to inform the 

House that this morning I received the 
following communication :-

" Mackay, April 30th, 1875. 
"The Hon. \V. H. \Valsh, 

Speaker, Legishttive Assembly, 
Brisbane. 

" SIR,-I beg to resign my seat in the Legis­
lative As;embly for the Electoral District of 
Bowen. 

"Your most obedient servant, 
" T. HENRY Frt'ZGERALD." 

The CoLONI.A.L SECRET.A.RY moved-
That, as the seat of Thomas Henry Fitzgerald, 

Esquire, hath become and is now vacant, by 
reason of his resignation thereof, since his election 
and return to serYe in this House as member for 
the Electoral District of Bowen, Mr. Speaker do 
issue a writ for the election of a member for the 
saicl Electoral District of Bowen. 

Mr. HonGKINsoN said although this resig­
nation had not taken him altogether by 
surprise, he wished to point out that as the 
number of members representing northern 
constitu;mcies was very small, it very seriously 
affected their position, more especially as one 
of those members was also a member of the 
Ministry. He thought, therefore, that in 
view of the very important measures coming 
l:e" >re the House; and, keeping in view also the 
action of the House on a recent occasion, they 
would be justified in calling upon the horror­
able the Colonial Secretary to take a similar 
course in this case to that to which he 
referred, and not disfranchise a portion of 
the North for a considerable period by 
delaying the return of a member for this 
very important electorate. 

HuNOR.A.B::.E MEMBERS on the Opposition 
benches : Hear, hear. 

Mr. HuDGKINsoN: He called upon that 
honorable gPntleman, as a consistent sup­
porter of his, to adopt precisely the same 
course in this case as that which he told the 
House-and his vlinistry told the House yes­
terday evening-it was the duty of the Govern­
ment to pursue. Not only were they told so 
by the legal authorities on that side of the 
Chamber, but they were actually accused of 
being imposed upon-that their credulity was 
being imposed upon-by those lronorable mem­
bers who gave an opposition to the measure. 
He thought, therefore, that as in this case 
that honorable gentleman would, without 
dou:,t, secure an addition to the party who 
supported him yesterday, he ought to con­
sistently follow the same course as he did on 
that occasion, and pass a resolution that a 
member for the important district of Bowen 
should be forthwith appointed. He would 
not take up the time of the House by reca­
pitulating the arguments of that honorable 
member and his supporters yesterday ; but it 
must be obvious that he could not consistently 
oppose his (Mr. Hodgkinson's) motion, which 
was intended to pl'event what would other­
wise result in considerable delay in the return 
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of a member. Of course it would be for the 
Ministry to name the individual who was to 
occupy the seat; and he, as an humble 
member of the House, and without wishing 
to thrust himself into a prominent position, 
would suggest the name of a gentleman who 
had certainly proved himself competent to 
occupy the position, and who, he thought, 
should be forthwith nominated by the hon­
orable the Colonial Secretary. He hacl no 
doubt that honorablc mrmbers on both sides 
would, on this occasion, see reason to n·con­
sider the arguments used yPstE·rday evening, 
and perhaps they would arrive at an equally 
definite result with considerably less trouble. 
He moved-

That the Question be amended by the omiesion 
of all the words after the word "That," with a view 
to the insertion in their place of the words "this 
House haYing full knowledge, from recent exam· 
ination, of the qualifieations of J ames Gib son, of 
Beenleigh, hereby instruct the Returning Officer 
for Bowen to return the writ for that electorate, 
duly endorsed with his name." 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have considerable doubt 
whether the amendment can be put. It does 
not appear to me to be applicable to the 
motion, which is :-that a wl'lt shall issue-not 
that a wr1t shall be filled up. If the horror­
able member persists in his motion I shall 
call for a seconder, and then I will give my 
ruling. 

Mr. HoDGKINSON: If he could insist on 
the motion being put without disrespect to 
the Chair, he certainly should insist upon it. 
If it involved any disrespect to the ruling of 
the honorable the Speaker he would with­
draw it, but he took it that being asked if he 
did insist upon it, he could do so without 
disrespect to the Chair. If so, he would like 
the !J10tion to be advanced another stage, in 
order to see if there was any member of the 
House who, provided it could be put, would 
be disposed to give it a hearing. 

The SPEAKER : The resolution of the hon­
orable the Premier is in accordance with the 
statute-the Legislative Assembly Act, which 
provides:-

" When ancl so often as a vacancy shall occur 
in the Legislative Assembly upon a resolution by 
the Assembly declarL.g such vat"!tncy ancl causes 
thereof the Speaker shall cause a writ to be 
issued for supplying such vacency." 

I see nothing in that Act which authorises a 
member of the House to move any amend­
ment thereupon. I am quite aware that 
amendments are moved in the House of 
Commons wheu writs are moved for in this 
way, but it appears to me that the amend­
ment of the honorable member is not relevant 
to the main question, and it is a qlll:>stion for 
the House to consider whether it can be 
submitted or not. In order to make the 
motion formal, at any rate, it had better be 
seconded. 

Mr. MOREHEAD seconded the motion. 

Mr. J. ScorT wished to draw attention to 
the 223rd Standing Order, which said :-

" Xo other amendment may be movecl to such 
question, unless t1w same be strictly relevant to 
the Bill." 

He took it that only applied to Bills, and that 
when any other question was before the 
House, any amendment could be moved. 
The questin:1 of relevancy only applied to 
Bilis in that case. 

The SPEAKER: The honorable member is 
corrPct as far as he goes ; but that Standing 
Order ref(,rs only to the subject of Bills. 

Mr .• J. ScoTT: That was precisely what he 
said; it applied to 13ills and to Bills only, and 
when any other motion was before the House 
anv amendment could be put. 

l\Jr. MACRO'SAN asked if the amendment 
had been seconded. 

The SPEAKER : It has been. 
Mr. MAcnossAN: May I speak to it? 
The DPEAKJlR: Certainly. 
Mr. MACROSRAN: J3ecause I should be sorry 

that the matter should be allovred to drop. 
Question put,-That the words proposed 

to be omitted stand part of the question. 
Mr. MACROSSAN said he would like to say 

a few words on the amendment, by way of 
appeal to the honorable the Colonial Secretary, 
to see if he could not really follow out the 
amendment proposed by the honorable mem­
ber for Burke. That honorable gentleman 
must bear in mind that Bowen was a long 
distance from Brisbane ; it would probably 
take more than six weeks, or that at least, 
before a member could be returned from 
Bo~·en to that House. and during that time 
the constituency would be unrepresented, and 
a grcat injury would be done not only to that 
electorate but also to the whole of the North. 
There was another thing also he thought the 
honorable gentleman at the head of the Gov­
ernment might perhaps take into his consi­
deration. He had heard it spoken of lately, 
and seen it mentioned in newspapers, that a 
gentleman named Amherst was coming for­
ward as a candidate for this electorate, and it 
was also stated that if he, were elected he 
would probably take his seat on the other 
side of the House. Now, he thought 
from what thev had seen of Mr. Gibson, 
last night, he was likely to take his seat on 
that side of the Hou~e, and, being a southern 
gentleman, it would also tend a little more 
to combine the North with the South. 
It might be very unusual to adopt the 
motion proposed by the honorable member 
for Burke; but, as that House had been 
in the practice of establishing precedents 
for itself, he thought the precedent of 
last night should be followed. l\lr. Disracli 
-a very great man in the House of Com­
mons, in England, and a man whom no 
member of that House should be ashamed 
to follow-said, upon a very late occasion, 
that Parliamentary precedents shoulJ. not 
be departed from- that they embalmed 
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principles ; and he thought the principle 
embalmed last r;.ight ought to be carried 
out both in the letter and the spirit, and 
that the honorable gentleman could not 
do better than adopt the motion of the; hon­
orctble member for Burke. There was 
another way in which, perhaps, it could be 
done more speedily. He believed they had 
an A?t called the Telegraphic Mess11.gcs A.ct, 
and It could be done by telegraph. The 
Returning Officer for Bowen could be 
communicated with by the head of the 
Government by telegraph. and his con­
sent obtained to endorsing on the writ 
the name of Mr. Gibsou, which would facili­
tate matters very much. Perhaps honorable 
members on that side of the House might 
think he was not serious ; but he really was 
serious. It was a matter of very great 
moment, not only to the honorable member 
for Burke and himself, but to the whole of the 
North, that the electorate of Bowen should 
be unrepresented for more than half the 
session-as it would be, unles~ this course 
were adopted. And, seeing that one member 
of the northern party was a member of the 
Ministry, and was bound hand and foot, and 
could not take an independent position, as he 
and the honorable member for Burke coulJ 
take up-that they would be materially 
assisted, most probably, if a third member 
for the electorate of Bowen were returned­
he thought nothing would tend more to show 
that he was serious than that consideration ; 
because it was a matter of the utmost im­
portance to the people of the North that they 
should be fully represented this session. 
Many important measures were coming before 
the House, and, probably, would come before 
it before the electorate of Bowen could be 
represented by law; and as they had departed 
from law, and establislled a precedent, and 
violated the Constitution, why not do it in 
this instance, as well as in the instance last 
night? The honorable member at the head 
of the Government had a good majority, and 
need not be afraid of being defeated, for he 
was sure, if he only said the word, his fol­
lowers would do as he told them, as they did 
last night; and the honorable member for 
Burke and himself, instead of being in oppo­
sition, as they were on that occa~ion, would 
give their cordial support to the proposal. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LA.NDS said 
the two honorable members who had spoken 
~:m the motion appeared anxious to save 'delay 
ni the representation of the electorate of 
Bow en, and in order to do that they proposed 
that the writ should not issue; because that 
was the effect of it. There was a resoluti n 
before the House that a writ should issue, and 
an amendment was now moved cancelling that, 
and substituting an order that the writ should 
be filled up; but the writ must issue before 
it could be filled up. The result of the amend­
ment would, therefore, be to refuse to issue 
the writ ; and he thought this would be a 
great injustice to the constituently, and that 

it would be better to pass the original motion 
of the Colonial Secretary. He believed, if 
the honorable members had any desire to see 
the electorate represented, they had moved the 
amendment without due consiJeration, and he 
put it whether that would not be the effect of 
the amendment-to stop the writ? 

:Vlr. l\T OREHEAD said the objection of the 
Government, as set forth by the honorable 
the Minister for Lands, was a purely technical 
one, and he beliaved honorable members on 
that ~ide of the House would consent to the 
proposition being amended. He thanked the 
Minister for Lands for the suggestion; he 
was su!'e he meant it in kindness; and that 
being the only point upon which the Govern­
ment opposed the amendment, he was sure the 
House would consent to its being amended, 
so as to meet the desires of the Government, 
as expressed by the :Minister for Lands. 

The SPEAKER : I think the amendment can­
not be put. It appears to me to be a distinct 
proposition. The motion is, that a writ be 
issued to supply the vacancy in the electoral 
Jistrict of Bowen, and the amendment is to 
the effect that the returning offieer shall 
endorse the writ with the name of a cPrlain 
gentleman. But the writ has not been issued, 
and I cannot see that the amendment is at all 
relevant to the question. I think the honor­
able member will do well to withdraw the 
amendment. 

.!Hr. 'JHOMPSON would suggest, if anything 
more was to be done in the matter, that from 
the independence of spirit displayed by Mr. 
Gibson last night, he was hardly a proper 
person to place in the position of a member 
of that House. 

JYir. HoDGKINSON said it was not his object, 
in proposing the amendment, to waste the 
time of the House. He was anxious to ven­
tilate the subject, in order to see whether, on 
any future occasion, it might be possible to 
act upon the principle which was adopted 
last night. He had listened carefully to the 
honorable the Minister for Lands, and the 
only objection he raised to the amendment 
was one merely in point of form. To the 
objection of the Speaker, of course, he bowed; 
but it seemed to him that, were it not that the 
Speaker had been pleased to rule that the 
amendment was not in order, according to the 
rules and regulations of the HousP, the only 
thing necessary to carry it was a majority. 
He begged lea,·e to withdraw the amendment. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
The original motion was then put and 

passed. 

RESU~fPTION OF LANDS. 
The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS moved-
1. That in order to encourage the settlement of 

population in the settled distriets of the colony, 
and in pursuance of seetion 10 of " Crown Lands 
Alienation Act of lb6S," this l1 ouse resolves to 
resume from the leases of tl!e undermentioned 
runs the areas hereinafter specified, as described 
in the schedule laid on the table of this House, of 



88 Resumption of Lands. [ASSEMBLY.] Resumption qf Lands. 

the lands proposed to be resumed from the runs 
in the said districts:-

SETTLED DISTRICT OF :MORETON. 

Acres. 
6,720 
6,240 
6,400 
6,720 
7,680 
8,860 
7,681) 

25,000 
9,920 

13,4·W 
12,1GO 
15,360 
19,200 
10,2·>0 
24·,480 
10,880 

To be re...,umed from the 
Ninc1oombnh Rnn 
Beaudescrt Run 
Bromelton Run 
Telemon Run 
Tamrookum Run 
~Ieleombe Run 
Coochin Ooochin Run 
Durunclur Run 
Mount Brisbane Run 
vVivenhoe Run 
Buaraba Run 
Grantham Hun 
Helidon Run 
Tenthill Run 
Franklyn Vale Run 
Fassifern Run. 

SFJTTLED DISTRICT OF DAnLIXG Dowxs. 

5,1<0 
11,520 
8,320 
5,440 
6,·to0 
6,720 

15,000 
7,040 
7,680 
5,440 
9,280 
5,280 
8,1l40 
6,400 

Goomburra Run 
Jimbour Run 
Pilton Run 
Glaclfield Run 
Irvingdale Run 
Canning Downs Run 
Canning Downs South Run 
Felton Run 
R senthal Run 
Rosalie Plains Run 
"VVestbrook Run 
Ellangowan Run 
Eton Vale Run 
Clifton Run. 

SETTLED DISTRICT OF PORT 01:'RTIS. 

17,600 Cawarral Run 
14·,400 Riverstone Run 
26,2·!0 Meadow Flats Run 

9,920 Oarrara Run 
33,920 Mount Larcombc Nos. 1 anc12 Runs 
34,560 Glenmore Run 
13,440 \Vaverley Run. 

SETTLED DISTRICT OF \VIDE BAY AND BURNETT. 

18,406 ·· Miva Run 
15,900 Gutehie Run 
15,500 Gin Gin Run 
64,922 Widgee Run 
15,000 Kilkivan Run 
12,000 W onbah Run. 

SETTLED DISTRICT OF KENNEDY. 

49,920 Lannercost Run 
20,920 Homebush (consolidated) Run 
32,000 Greenmount Run. 

2. That this resolution be forwarded to the 
honorable the Legislative Council for its concur­
rence. 

He said, in reading this resolution he had 
omitted two lines which appeared in the 
printed notice, and he wished to amend the 
motion by omitting those runs, namely, Dun­
mora, 8,881 acres, and Mariana, 38,707 
acres ; the two first in the settled district 
of 'Wide l:ay and Burnett. The reason for 
omitting these two runs was simply this: 
That since he gave notice of the motion he 

had been informed that the rent for those 
runs had not been paid, and, consequently, 
they were forfeited on the 30th of Septem­
ber last, and the Government could pro­
claim them open for selt'ction, without 
including them in the list of proposed 
resumptions. He did not think it necessary 
to propose resumptions from forfeited runs. 
In proposing this resolution he did not know 
that it would be necessary for him to say 
anything as to the necessity for making some 
resumptions at the present time in order t:> 
allow settlement to take place. That there 
was a demand for land. in all parts of the 
country-in all the more populous parts of 
the country-was admitted on all hands. It 
was so well known that he imagined it could 
not be disputed, and it was known, also, that 
settlement in some districts was very much 
retarded for want of suitable land for that pur­
pose. Since last session they had had several 
gentlemen delivering political addresses in 
which the necessity for the resumption of 
more land for settlement was expressly 
mentioned. At the two late elections, he 
believed both candidates in each case ad­
mitted the absolute necessity for further 
resnmptions, so that it could not be called a 
purely party question by any means. The 
only question was whether the resumptions 
were in accordance with the necessities of the 
case, because that more land was required, 
was he believed generally admitted. How­
ever, the Government had taken the usual 
course of communicating with the commis­
sioners, land agents, and district surveyors­
gentlemen who would be most likely to 
know the nature of the demand ; and he 
thought it would be advisable if he gave the 
House some little information with regard to 
thE) reports of these gentlemen in regard to 
the different districts. In East and West 
.Moreton, which were the two first districts 
mentioned, they had the unanimous testi­
mony of the commissioner, land agents, and 
surveyors, thttt selection was falling off in 
consequence of the inferior quality of the 
land now open for selection ; aud the fact that 
there was a great desire to select land really 
fit for settlement-land of better quality than 
was obtainable at present, or nearer to a 
market, was strongly shown by the numerous 
inquiries constantly being made for laud­
for those lands in fact which they now pro­
posed to resume. The unanimous testimony 
of the gentlemen referred to was :-that 
from the numerous and constant inquiries 
which were made with respect to lands in­
cluded in the leased halves of runs, which 
were within reach of the market, in all proba­
bility the resumption proposed in East and 
West More ton would be almost immediately 
taken up, if thrown open. In the Darling 
Downs they had the same evidence-that of 
the commissioner, land agents, and surveyors, 
and the information they supplied was this : 
It was quite certain that the demand for lan l 
for agricultural purposes was constantly 



Resumption of Lanrls. [5 Mu.] Resumption of Lands. 89 

incrNlRing, and it was quite natural that it 
should be so. As -population increased, and 
as the last few years bad been most pros­
perous ones for the fnrnwrs, tlH'Y could quite 
understand the increased demand for land for 
agricultural purposes. They were informed 
by tho8e gentlemen that there were, and 
had been for a long time, numbers of persons 
who were waiting to be able to get selections 
in suitable placPs, and who were not able to 
do so; and it was principally with the vie VI' of 
meeting that demand that the recommenda­
tion for the resumptions on the Darling 
Downs had been made. He might state, of 
his own knowledge, in rl'gard to this, that he 
had constant inqniries-peop]() were con­
stantly coming to him on the subject, and 
asking when lands, about twenty or twenty­
five miles from Toowoomba, and almost the 
same distance from \Yarwick, within reach of 
the market or the railway, were likely to be 
thrown open, as they desired to settle upon 
them. It was not a week ago since he had a 
number of small farmers come to his house late 
in the evening, because they had heard some 
land had been thrown open, and they wanted 
to go and look at it.. Men who had farms of 
ten or twenty acres were getting desirous for 
more room;· they desired to spread out; and 
constant proof was given in this way of the 
strength of this demand. He might point 
out, with regard to the Darling Downs, that 
some three or four yl'ars ago certain rpsump­
tions were made, and the lands throl,-n open 
as homestead ar<'~ s, but at the end of last 
year on some of these homestead arPas not a 
single selection hacl been taken up. But 
there was pverv rPason to bPliPve these lands 
would be taker{ up if allowed to be selected by 
conditional purchase in the usual way, and many 
of them had been thrown open in that way. 
He thought it was about the end of' the year 
that some 1{0,000 or 65,000 acres were thrown 
open, and at the first two land S:Jles about 
two-third'l of that area were selected, and 
probably before many months the whole 
60,000 acres would be takm up. At Yaudilla 
there were-he for;.:;ot whether it was forty­
nine or fifty-nine applicants for one piece of 
land of four sqnm'e miles, and although 
they might not be all bona fide men, in that case 
he believed that a large proportion of them 
were bona fide men. But he would not prPS~ so 
much on that as on another case of a forfeited 
selection-not a very large one either-on 
West brook Run, within reach of the town 
and the railway, for which, on its being 
thrown open, there were thirty-seven ap­
plicants; and he was informed by the Com­
missioner that they were all ban<' fide men. 
Consequently, if there had bPen thirty-seven 
portions of land in that neighborhood for 
selection, instead of one, probably every one of 
them would have bpen t•1ken up. He did not 
know that any proof of the demllnd for land 
in that immediate locality could be stronger 
than faets of that character. Frequent inqui­
ries both at the land offices at Toowoomba, !tnd 

Dalby, and Warwick, and at the head 
office in Brisbane, with regard to the Downs, 
and the reports of the commissioners, proved 
that there was at present a very large 
number ol' persons who were very anxious 
to obtain holdings of reasonable size for 
small farms-for p•1rely agricultural pur­
poses, in that part of the colony. He would 
confine himself at present to East and West 
MorPtnn, and the Darling Downs, and of the 
demand for land for agricultural purposes in 
those places he thought there could be no 
douht. As they went further north, there 
was a difference in the nature of the demand. 
In the Gympie land agent's district they 
found a great demand for land for the pur­
poses of agriculture on the banks of the Mary 
RivPr, and on the road, or within reach of a 
good-sized town or market for produce. The 
scrubland nnthe Ri\·er Mary,which was splen­
did for agricultural purposes, was now settled 
from Mary borough upwards, almost the whole 
way to Gympie. There were one or two 
places where the scrub amounted to nothing, 
and consequently there was no settlement 
there, but wherever there was good land 
within eighteen or twenty miles of Gympie 
on the river ban\ it was settled upon-a 
large portion being occupied )y farmers with 
moderate holdings. There was also in the 
Gympie district a demand for land in large 
areas for grazing purposes, and there was no 
possibility, that he was aware of, from the 
nature of the whole of the Wide Bay dis­
trict-from the heads of the Mary River at 
all ev<mts-of making a resumption without 
including land available for both purposes. 
It was a fact that they cot1ld not piek 
out an area of ten square miles suitable 
for agricultural purposes in any ?ortion 
of the runs in the G ympie distrwt ex­
cept by taking a. very long, narrow strip on 
the banks of one of the rivers or creeks. ]n 
that district they were informed by the com­
missioner and land agpn(s, ancl he was also 
aware of the fact from numbers of residents 
there, that there was a considerable demand 
on river frontages, and on the road, for land for 
agricultural purposes, there being a good 
market in Gym pie for agricultural produce. 
There was also a large demand by a eonsider­
able numbPr of persons who were anxious to 
obtain land for grazing purposes within a 
reasonable distance of Gympie. To Mary­
borough he need hardly allude: there there 
was no land available but what was already 
open, and moreover, the report was that the 
great bulk of it was of a very inferior character, 
such as nobody would care to take up. He 
should point. out. also, in connection with this, 
that the Maryborough district had been eut 
off on both sides ; the Gym pie Jistrict came 
"ithin twenty miles of it, and the nor­
t.hel'l1 portion was cut off at Bundaberg, 
and the portion left to Maryborough had 
been almost a.ll taken rip. The two runs in 
this district to which he had previously 
referred having been already forfeited, it wa~ 
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unnl'cessary to deal with them now. At 
Bundaberg they were informed that there 
was at the present time, and had been for 
some time past, a great demand for agricnl­
tural land, and they need not be at all sur­
prised at that when they came to consider 
the great success which had attended the 
cultivation of sugar and maize, and the 
manner in which the farmers in that locality 
were able to supply the northern ports with 
maize, which no doubt was a very paying 
concern. There was no evidence of there 
being any large demand about Bundaberg for 
larger areas for grazing purposes, and it was 
possible that might be because the land was 
not suitable. The demand had not developed, 
and he did not propose any large resumption 
there. At Rockhampton and Gladstone, in 
the Port Curtis district, they were informed, 
on the same authorities, that selections were 
falling off for want of suitable land, and that 
there was, at the present time, and had 
been for some time past, a very considerable 
demand for land within reach of the town 
or the navigable waters of Gladstonc. They 
were also told that, at Rockhampton, the 
demand for agricultural purposes was not so 
large, the principal demand being for grazing 
and dairying purposes ; and for this reason 
larger areas were desired. In proof of this 
demand, the commissioner informed them of 
the fact that, a short time ago-in .Tanuary last 
-a piece of land of about 800 acres, which 
formed part of the 1fessrs. Archer's run, 
was thrown open, and there were twenty-fh·e 
applicants for it on the first clay, so that if 
there had been twenty-five similar blocks in 
an equally good position they would have 
gone. They knew also that the 1\fessrs. 
Archer-who had always been quite willing 
to meet the demand for land for settlement­
and he desired to speak highly of their con­
duct in that matter; for thev had never, so 
far as he was aware, object~cl to giving up 
land when it was required-had, within the 
last eighteen months, on two occasions, given 
large portions of land, most of which was 
within reach of the market, and it was taken 
11p with the greatest av,iclity. At the request 
of the members of the district, one portion, 
westerly from Rockhampton, was put into 
homestead areas, and selection to a con· 
siclerable extent took place almost imme­
diately. Still further north, from l\fackay 
and Cardwell, they got somewhat similar 
information. For good land, fit for agricul­
tural purposes, in the neighborhood of navi .. 
gable waters, there was a good demand; but 
he was not able to recommend any very large 
resumption within reach of those two places. 
Although there was a dPmand for land for 
grazing purposes, it was not so large as further 
south, but if they could throw open consider­
able portions of good land on navigable waters, 
it would be taken up. On the M ackay it was 
nearly all taken up already, and he expected 
tLat settlement would soon reach some of the 
adjoining rivers, He thought the facts he 

had stated, derived from the sources men­
tioned - from the commissioners, district 
surveyors, and land agents-would be suffi­
cient "to prove that, in all the districts in which 
they had proposed to make resumptions, there 
was a considerable demand for land, which 
must be supplied, or settlement must cease. 
Now, he believed that no honorable member 
on either side of the House desired to see the 
latter alternative-that settlement must be 
stopped-and he did not expect any objections 
from the other side, except that he lu:cl made 
the resumptions larger than they ough~ to be. 
Both sides of the House would adm1t that 
there was a demand for land, and that it 
would not do to stop settlement. He would 
no,.;· say a few words about the manner in 
which the resumptions had been framed, and 
he would state at once that they had been 
framed on as moderate a scale as possible, 
with a view of carrying them through Parlia­
ment, in order that they might secure some 
resumptions this year. He considered. that it 
would be a great deal better, at this time, as 
the demana'was pressing in so many districts, 
to secure small portions for immediate use­
if onlv sufficient for twelve months-than to 
run the risk of not getting anything by asking 
too mueh. That was the principle upon which 
all the resumptions were asked. 'With regard 
to East and vV est .Moreton and the Darling 
Downs, resumptions were made three or four 
years ago to the extent of about eight or nine 
square miles from every run throughout these 
districts, and the wholo were put into home­
stead areas. There was some delay in pro­
claiming one or two, but the whole had 
been thrown open to selection, and a con­
siderable amount of settlement was the 
result. But, as the resumptions were made 
on the principle of taking an equal 
quantity from each run, irrespective of the 
fact that there was or was not a demand in 
that particular neighborhood, the result was 
that the whole of the land was selected in 
some, and none at all in others. He was not 
complaining of that; he was simply stating the 
fiwis. In those districts honorable members 
would notice that there were some runs in 
which they proposed no resumptions what­
e>er, and it was for this reason : that the 
homestead areas proclaimed there some three 
years ago, to which he had referred, were at 
present, almo~t if not quite, untouched ; most 
of them were entirely untouched, and the land 
was still open for selection. Under these cir­
cumstances, he took it as proof that-whether 
from distance from market or some other 
reasons- settlemPnt had not reached there, 
although he had no doubt it would before 
long, and therefore he did not think it neces­
sary to rPsume more land at present from 
these runs. On the Downs and in East and 
West :M 01·eton, wherever the homestead 
areas were entirely or more than half 
gone - they proposed resumptions. He 
would mention a few of them. On Goom­
burra, the report from the district sur-
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veyor was that only 400 acres of the old 
homestead areas was open to selection, and it 
was composed of little bits spread about here 
and there, and, as that officer described it, 
"useless scraps." On Pilton Hun it was all 
all takPn up, some portions of it as home­
stE'ads and others as conditional purchases 
selections, on the first day it was thrown open. 
On Canmng Downs 800 acres was all that 
was open to selection in the ·homestead area 
there, and, as the commissioner said, there 
was practically none. On Felton there Vl'ere 
1,090 acres, and on Rosenthal 250 acres, and 
the same remark was made, that it was useless 
scraps. On Rosalie Plains there was none; on 
West brook, 410 acres; am1 on Eton Vale, 845. 
In all these cases the land was again aescribed 
as useless scraps; all isolated pieces, not large 
enough for a farm or suitable for it. On 
Ellangowan there were 500 acres, all of it 
poor land; on Jimbour, 2,820 acres; on 
Gla([field, 1,800; on Iningdale, 2,560; and 
on Clifton, none at all. He had now gone 
over the. list of resumptions proposed on 
the Darling Downs, and the small quan­
tities now open to selection there proved, 
he thought, that the whole of the lands 
now proposed to be resumed were dis­
tinctly and really required, if Parliament had 
any wish to pPrmit settlement to proceed. 
He was not afraid of much fault being found 
except on the ground of ihe resumptions being 
too small. However, the intention of the 
Government was this-To throw the whole 
of these resumptions on the Darling Downs 
open as homestead areas, and such only, and 
personal residence would be required in every 
case. They thought by that means, as ex­
perience had shown that homestead areas 
conduced to settlement, these lands would 
soon carry a considerable population. These 
resumplions, in connection with the other 
homestead areas, which had not been talwn 
up, but which he expected would be 
taken up very soon, would, he believed, be 
sullicient to meet the demand in a rc:ason­
ahle manner, for the next hYelve mo11ths at 
any rate. He would point out to the mem­
bers of the Darling Downs that he had not 
proposed to make any resumption for con­
ditional purchases, and he would now allude 
to the demand for land which he omitted in 
the earlier part of his remarks-that was, for 
grazing purposes on the Darling Downs. He 
thought there was very little doubt that, if 
the whole of the leased halves of the runs 
were resumed and thrown open for ronditional 
selection, they should have the finest rush 
at the next Land Court they ever had yet, 
and that the whole would be taken up within 
a couple of court days. But ho doubted very 
much whether it would be conducive to sPttle­
ment. Jn framing these resumptions and 
considering this demand, he had taken this 
into account-that if they wished settlement 
to progress, it was better that it should pro­
gress at a moderately steady rate, and that 
they should not alienate the whole of the 

land in the district in one vear. It was 
better that settlement should" not be forced, 
but that it should take its own natural 
course, and wherever that had been done, 
they found that a thriving population had 
increased more largely than under any other 
circnmstances. He gave that as the reason 
why they proposed to take such small blocks 
-to have it for agricultural pm·pos<:Js and 
nothing else, and to make the whole of them 
homestead areas. Much the same might be 
said with regarrl to East and vV PSt Moreton, 
though not entirely; and he would point out, 
with respect to West More ton especially, that 
in the outer portions of that district-thai; 
was away from the line of railway and popula­
tion-at the western and southern extremities, 
population was not very extensive-he pro­
posed no resumptions, except in one instance in 
the southern end, in the neighborhood of Fassi­
fern, where there was a considerable number of 
persons settled. But wherever it was away 
from population no large resnmptions were 
proposed for the sake of meeting demands for 
grazing purposes, for this simple reason-A 
large proportion of the land at considerable 
distances from town swas open for settlement, 
but people would not go there on account of 
the distance, and consequently they had not 
considered it necessarv to do so. 'Jhey had 
adhered tot he same principle in East Moreton 
and on the Downs, that wherever there was 
land already open for selection, they had not 
asked to take more. He should explain now 
that the areas proposed to be resumed further 
north-everywlwre north-were very much 
larger, in proportion to population and the size 
of the district, than in the southern portion, 
and the reason for this was, that the resump· 
tions were proposed on the recommendations 
of the commissioners, and the information 
derived from them and the surveyors. It 
was clone in order to reach main and navigable 
waters, and also because the demand was for 
larger areas than those generally in use. It 
was, to a great extent, for grazing and dairy­
ing purposes, for which large quantities were 
required. vVith regard to the Port Curtis 
district, he could not say that they had 
strictly followed out the recommendation re­
ceived from the officers to whom he had 
referred, because it seemed to be rather large, 
and far from the market; and they proposed 
those portions nearest to the market, and 
il; appeared to him that the area would 
be sufficient to meet the demand. He was 
quite aware, from the lessees of runs them­
selves, that if these resumptions were made, 
a very considerable number of selections 
would be taken up at onee. He had no rer­
sonal knowledge of the district, but with re­
spect to the \Vide Bay and Burnett district, 
he could state there was a very general 
opinion that, if the portions of land recom­
mended for resumption in this resolution 
were thrown open to selection, a large 
population would be settled. In fact, selec­
tion wo'olld begin on the first court day, and 
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would progress steadily, and he might state 
that the commissioners and surveyors were of 
that opinion. He might also state that when 
he was up there, a short time ago, all parties 
pointed out the same thing as to the neigh­
borhoods in which there was a demand. It 
might be noted here that these proposed 
resumptions, or the bulk of them, took the 
river bank above where the farms now Wf're 
-above .Maryborough up to Gympie; and 
although he did not pretend to say that the 
whole of this land would be taken up within 
twelve months, he believed it would be selected 
before long. It was of a broken nature in 
some cases, and they were obliged to take a 
considerable quantity in order to get the good 
land on the river banks, which was av:lilable 
for settlement; and if the other portion were 
not taken up immediately, he did not know 
that any harm would accrue to the lessees, as it 
would not be taken from them. He believed, 
however, the great bulk of it would be taken 
up within a reasonable time. When he was at 
Gympie, he was waited upon by a deputation 
of upwards of twenty persons, almost all 
farmers, all of whom were on the runs men­
tioned, and, as far as he could ascertain from 
them and the residents there, they were 
unanimously of opinion that the runs speci­
fied in the resolution were those from which 
land should be taken. ·with regard to the 
Kennedy, he did not think it necessary to say 
very much. Here three blocks were proposed 
to be resumed. One was the only available 
piece of land in the locality. It was at the 
baek of the Herbert River, where there was 
actually no land at all available for settle­
ment at the present time, and where there 
was a very considerahle demand; and the 
other two were behind Mackay, where 
they were told that, within from fifteen to 
twenty miles, there was no land whatever 
available for settlement, and scarcel_y any 
worth having for a considerable distance 
further; and the commissioners recom­
mended these resumptions to be maL1e. He 
did not know that the House would thank 
him for quoting figure~ at any length to show, 
by the Treasury returnR, that many ofthe facts 
he had mentioned with regard to sPlections 
ftlling off were true-or, rather, to show the 
number of selections that had been made. 
There could be no doubt that they were falling 
off in many districts, and it was equally 
certain that the cause of the falling oJ:f was 
the want of suitable land, which was not 
procurable, at the present time, to meet the 
demand. Constant applications were made 
at the head office by men who were anxious 
to obtain land for settlement as quickly as 
possible. They did not want to settle on bad 
land, and he did not blame them for that. 
He thought that, if a man desired to take up 
land to settle down and make a home, he was 
entitled to a reasonable choice. For these 
reasons, he believed that these resumptions, 
if carried out, would give a very great 
impulse to settlement. He trusted the Hou~e 

would carry the resolutions, because, he 
thought, if they did not do so, it would be to 
say that settlement should be checked, and 
he was confident neither side of the House 
desired to say that for one moment. 

The SPilAKER said he presnmPd the House 
received the motion with the amendment 
mude by the honorable member who moved 
it. He would talw that opportunity of say­
ing that, unless otherwise ordered by the 
House, he should not read the whole of the 
motion, because by that course a great deal of 
time would be saved . 

.Mr. PALM ER said there was one part of the 
speech of the honorable the Secretary for 
Lands upon which he thought honorable 
members on both sides of the House would 
agree. There was no wish, he was sure, on 
that side of the House to stop or retard the 
settlement or the country in any way; and he 
him~elf was prepared at all times, when 
reasonable cause was shown, for the resump­
tion of land from the squatters' leases, to 
vote for it. But he might, perhaps, be 
pardoned for saying that he hardly thought the 
speech of the honorable the Secretary for 
Lands showed the necessity for many of the 
proposed resumptions. He had advanced 
!lothing to show to his (Mr. Palmer's) satis­
faction, why he proposed to take such very 
large blocks out of some runs, such com­
paratively small ones out of others, and why 
he had left a great many runs in the difft>rent 
districts totally untouched. Now, having 
said he was prepared to vote for the 
resumption of land wherever it l'·as shown 
that if was required for actual settlement, he 
might still say that this motion had taken him 
a little by surprise. They were told in the 
Governor's Speech, at the opening of the 
session, that the :Ministry were prepared to 
bring in a new Land Bill; and he thought they 
should have expected that, before dealing 
with this question of resuming such a large 
portion of land, they should have that Bill 
on the table,or that, at least, some in formation 
might have been given now by the honor­
able the Secretary for Lauds, as to the 
manner in whi<Jh the Government meant to 
deal with the land question. That any­
thing c:mlc1 be more unsatisfactory than 
the -pre:>ent state of the land law, he 
supposed would be granted by every indi­
vidual in the community. It appeared to 
him, and he believed to many others, that the 
titles to a great deal of the lands of the colony 
were at present in the po"kets of the Secretary 
for Lands ; that he did exactly as he liked­
granted them or withheld them, and dealt. 
with them just as it plPased him. He thought 
that the party who selected land, or who 
would select land, if the House should agree 
to thro'>'" this land open to selection, would 
be a very brave man inderd, or a very 
ignorant man, because he could not imagine 
anything more unsatisfactory than the present 
state of affairs with regard to titles to land 
in this colony. As he said before, he believed 
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that, at the present time, many of the titles to 
land in this colony were in the pockets of the 
honorable the Secretary for Lands, and that he 
manipulated them pretty well to put costs 
into the pocket of his colleague the Attorney­
General. However, certain returns had been 
ordered that evening ; and when they got 
them, thev would see how matters stood. He 
might say, in passing, that it seemed they 
were not likely to get many returns this 
session, because not a single one that had 
been ordered had yet been laid upon the 
table; but if they did get these returns, he 
thought they would show the House that the 
late " tiddleywinking" about titles to land 
had benefited some members of the :VIinistry 
at all events. Now, he had a sort of general 
horror, if he might be pardoned for saying 
so, of any motion introduced by the honorable 
the Secretary for Lands dealing with the 
lands of this colony. He looked with great 
suspicion on his management of the lands of 
the colony, and on any proposal emanating 
from him. He thought the action that 
had been taken by him, while he held his 
present office, was not of a character likely to 
reassure the House with regard to his dealing 
with those lands; and he thought they had 
particular reason to be cautious with any 
measure he brought forward, because it was 
decidedly within his recollection that, having 
secured to him se If; before last session, a large 
selection in the southern portion of the 
colony he immediately brought in a resolution 
confining selections to, he thought, about one 
thousand acres. And he would like to know 
what steps that honorable member had taken 
to improve this land? It was not the first time 
it had been brought up in the House; he 
(the Secretary for .Lands) had been accused 
before now of acting on one law for himself, 
and, immediately afterwards, trying to intro­
duce another to prevent any person from 
following his example. He would like a little 
more informatio~ on that subject. He 
thought the actwn of the Government in 
these matters respecting the public lands 
was very peculiar. They had, within a 
day or two of the opening of Parlia­
ment, a special Gazette issued, directed 
against one individual who was notoriously 
not a supporter of the present Government, 
and whom they specially honored with a 
whole Gazette to himself, on the very eve, 
as they said, of dealing with the whole land 
question in some Bill the House had not yet 
seen. He thought that ought to be sufficient 
to make the House act with caution in passing 

• a resolution whic~ would have the effect of 
enabling the honorable the Secretary for 
Lands to manipulate this large additional 
portion of land. That, however, would more 
properly come on for discussion when they 
saw this Land Bill, which at present they had 
only a glimmering notion of. They were pro­
mised a Land Bill, but how it was proposed to 
deal with the land they had not yet been told. 
The honorable the Secretary for Lands said 

I 

it was intended to have only homestead areas 
on the Darling Downs. He looked upon that 
assertion with very great suspicion, to say 
the least of it. He found that some very 
large blocks were to be resumed: 11,520 
acres on Jimbour run, and 15,000 on Canning 
Downs South; and although they were told 
that it was the intention of the Government 
to deal with the land only as homesteads, 
looking at the recent action of the Govern­
ment, he thought they were quite justified in 
regarding that statement with very great sus­
picion. Unless the public prints and docu­
ments were to be utterly disbelieved, the Gov­
ernment very recently sold a very large block 
of land on the Darling Downs-9,000 acres­
on Oecil Plains, to Mr. James Taylor. That; 
did not look at all as if they were carrying 
out their policy with regard to homesteads at 
the present time. They professed to have 
a peculiar policy of their own, but their 
actions were very different. He had no 
doubt, if they eould get large sums of money 
by similar means, they would let; the home­
stead selectors go to the wall ; and he 
thought the House should have some addi­
tional proof that this land, if the House 
should sanction the passing of the reso .. 
lution, should be devoted to homestead pur­
poses. It could be easily done; a provision 
to that effect could be easily added, and the 
matter should not be left to the Minister for 
Lands to manipulate. Any other remarks, 
he thought, would come more properly when 
the Land Bill came on for discussion ; but he 
looked with suspicion on the resumption of 
this very large amount of land. 1'he horror­
able Secretary for Lands spoke of it as a very 
moderate selection, but he thought it was a 
very large selection to make at one time­
about 700,000 acres. Nor had that honorable 
member given any reason why the Dunmora 
and Mariana Runs were struck out of the 
list. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : Yes, 
I did. 

.Mr. PALMER: He did not hear any reason; 
he heard they were to be struck out. 

The SEcl~ETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : I 
stated they were forfeited for non-payment 
of rent. 

Mr. PALMER: If other honorable members 
of the Government could throw any addi· 
tional light on the subject, and show that 
this land was really wanted for settlement, 
and that it would be retained for the pur­
poses of settlement in these districts-that it 
would not go to auction to make up the defi­
ciency in the Treasury balances, he fancied 
there would be no objection on the part of 
the House to grant even this enormous re .. 
sumption. But they should guard themselves 
against allowing the resolution to go without 
some decided assurance, or more than assu­
rance-in fact, without making the resolution 
specify that this land was to be resumed for 
the purposes stated. There was another 
thing he should wish to have seen before this 
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question came on. The honorable member 
for the Burnett had given notice of motion 
calling for certain returns, which would throw 
some light on this subject, but at the instance 
of the honorable the Secretary for Lands he 
was induced to take it off the paper; and 
although that honorable member intended to 
move for them, the motion had not come on 
before this question. However, certain returns 
had been ordered-the reports of commis­
sioners and others; and he thought it would 
have been much better taste on the part of 
the honorable the Minister for Lands if he 
had postponed the motion until the House 
had these reports before it, so that honorable 
members might be able to judge for them­
seh·es, and not have to take the mere word of 
the honorable the Secretary for Lands, that 
this land was wanted. At prest>nt they had 
nothing but that honorable member's assur­
ance that it was wanted. They did not come 
there, as mere voting machines, to obey any 
Minister; they came there to think for them­
selves, and to decide upon the evidence before 
them. But here they had no evidence, and 
until they hail that evidence. it would be much 
better, and perhaps would tend to get these 
resolutions passed, if the honorable the Minis­
ter for Lands would postpone the motion. 
At present they had nothing whatever to go 
~w. • 

Mr. MILES saiil it was not his intention to 
throw any opposition in the way of the pass­
ing of the resolutions, but he must confess 
that he did not feel at all satisfieil when he 
came to look over the schedule, and found 
there were only fourteen runs on the Darling 
Downs from which it was proposed that land 
should be resumed. He shou1d like some 
information as to why and wherefore others 
had been passed over. While he did not in­
tend to oppose the resolutions, he would very 
much prefer seeing the Land Bill, or the Bill 
to amend the present land Acts, dealt with 
before any resumptions wPre made. He 
agreed with the honorable member for Port 
Curtis, that he would be a brave man who 
would select land under the present laws ; 
and if they were to leave it in the hands of 
the Minister for Lands to say who vms to 
receive the deeds, and 'll"ho was not, he said 
it was better to have no resumptions at all. 
It would, he maintained, have been far 
better if the honorable the Minister for 
Lands, before he introduced the~e resolu­
tions at all, had come down with the Land 
Bill, and showed the House and the country 
that the Government were prepared to deal 
with the lands of the colony on some just 
principle. He (.:\fr. l\1iles) should particu­
larly guard himself against any sympathy 
whatevPr with persons who had obtained 
land by unfair means ; and he, for one, would 
never, while he had a tongue to wag, give the 
Minister for Lands extreme power to grant 
title deeds to one and withhold them from 
another. He would, as he said before, prefer 
to deal with the land laws before they were 

asked to resume land at all ; berause he 
thought it was unfair to throw temptation in 
the way of unsuspecting persons to go and 
take up land, and that they should find, after 
tht>y had spent a great dt>al of time and labor 
upon it, that they had failed to comply with some 
condition, and could not have it. He thought 
it would have been far better if the honorable 
the Minister for Lands had endeavored io 
pass a law which would be clear and intel­
ligible, so that any person who took. up land 
might know exactly what he was domg. He 
belil;)ved the object of that honorable member 
was to mystify and endeavor to create as 
much confusion as possible in reference to 
the land laws of the colony. He could not, 
for the life of him, understand how that 
honorable member, after giving his adhesion 
to the Bill introduced to grant railway re­
serves-which he (Mr. Miles) supposed he 
was going to sell by auction-should now 
strive to dribble out small bits of land which 
a man was unable to live upon, and who, if 
he attempted it, would certainly be ruined. 
He could not help remarking, when the 
honorable the Secretary for Lands was en­
deavoring to explain to the House that it 
was the intention of the Government to con­
fine theEe lands to homestead areas, that he 
hoped they would do nothing of the sort. 
·wherever land ;vas suitable for agricultural 
purposes, by all means· let it be devoted to 
those purposes ; but that honorable m.-mber 
must know perfectly well that the present 
homestead areas were much too small; 
and he (Mr. Miles) ""as rather astonished 
when the honorable member for Port 
Curtis--who, he believed, was present in 
a double capacity, as member for Port 
Curtis, and as the representative of the 
member for Dalby-he was surprised to hear 
him endeavoring to impres,.; upon the honor­
able the Secretary for Lands the necessity of 
confining this land to homestead areas of B20 
acres. If that honorable member knew any­
thing about Dalby, lie must know that no 
man could live on 320 acres there. Some 
time ago, a large number of farmers settled 
on Cumkillenbar Reserve, but they had to leave 
it; they found they could not live on such a 
small area; and when the honorable member 
for Port Curtis accepted the responsibiliry of 
representing the honorable member for Dalby, 
he had no business to come forwaril and 
actually end0avor to impress the Minister 
for Lands with the necessity of confining 
the area to 32() acres. He should like 
to know what Dalby had been guilty of, 
that the people should not have land • 
to live on ? The honorable the Minister for 
Lands knew the land was not suitable for 
agriculture ; but if it could be let out in 
larger quantities so as to enable selectors to 
combine agricvlture with grazing, they might 
be able to live. .But if they were to be ex­
cluded altogether from grazing, the land was 
of no use at all to them, and it might as well 
be left in the hands of the squatter. It had 
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been said by an honorable member that the 
proposed resumptions were too large, but he 
believed the Honorable the Secretar_y for 
Lands had no desire to make them large ; 
and he thought it a most extraordinary thing 
that honorable members on that side of the 
House would always play into the hands of 
that honorable member. He (Mr. Miles) would 
like to see more land resumed. He thought 
they had not enough, and that they wanted 
more; because, after all, what was the result? 
If the land was not wanted, and was not taken 
up, the lE<ssee had the use of it, and it could do 
no harm whatever. If there was a demand 
for land it was time the lessee gave way, and 
he would not object, if the honorahle the 
Secretary for Lands resumed any quantity ; 
because, if it was required for settlPment, it 
should he made available for that purpose, 
and if it was not taken up, no harm 
would arise to any one. He contended 
that the proper course for the honorable 
the Minister for Lands to pursue was to 
first amend the land laws. He knew they 
were in a state of confusion, and he knew 
perfectly well that he held the sole power to 
grant or withhold title deeds; and he (Mr. 
Miles) thought the House ought to be very 
cautious and guarded before they threw more 
land t;>pen for selection, until that question 
was settled, and settled in such a way that 
justice would be done to all classes of 
the community. He objected that the hon· 
orable member had not gone further, and 
made some proposition for extending schedule 
B. He was sure there was not a single 
member who would not bPar him out that 
the boundary of Schedule B was the most 
arbitrary one that could possibly haYe been 
laid down, and it was laid down in that way 
to save one or two individuals. In fact, he 
would have preferred that the honorable the 
Minister for Lands had come forward with a 
proposition to extend t:3clwdule B, than that 
he Hhould haYe introduced the·e resolutions~ 
at all. He believed there was a great demand 
for lnnd ; he endorsed almost every word the 
honorable member had said on that point; 
but still, thPre were other parts of the country 
as well as the Darling Downs, whPre people 
required land, and why should he not Pnclea­
vor to give thPm some opportunities of 
selecting it, at or near where they resided. 
It was all very well for the honorable member 
to say they slwuld encourage the settlement 
of population; but at present tlwre were large 
towns in the interior, with considerable popu­
lation, who would be willing and were read v to 

• take up land if it were only thrown open, "but 
they were unable to do so. He felt exceml­
ingly disRppointed that the lwnorable the 
Secrel ary for Lands had made no referenee 
to the extension of Schedule B, and he hoped 
he would seriously consider -what he (:VIr. 
1\liles) had 'aid on the subject, and come 
down before long with a provosition to put 
Schedule B into something like shape. At 
present it was like a clog's hind leg, in and 

out in all directions, taking in one place and 
leaving out another; and he charged that 
honorable member with dereliction of duty 
in not having done so before. As he said in 
his opening remarks, he had no intention to 
oppose the resolutions ; he would give them 
his support, and he only wished they had gone 
a great deal further. 
· Mr. MonEHEAD said the honorable mem .. 

her who had just sat down wound up his 
speech with a strange inconsistency. He stated 
at the commencement what he (Mr. Morehead) 
believed every honorable member believed, 
and ought to believe, and that was, that 
land legislation should have preceded these 
resumptions; and yet he expressed himself as 
being in favor of the resolutions, and wound 
up by saying he believed in the extension of 
schedule B under the existing land laws. He 
(Mr. ::\1.orehead) was not going to deal with 
the question of schedule B ; thnt was 
not the question at present under dis­
cussion, and he was going to deal with the 
proposition of the honorable the Minister for 
Lands now before the House. He thought 
the question narrowed itself almost to two 
points:- First, whether the House should 
decide that such a large area as 700,000 acres 
should be thrown open for selection under the 
exist~ng land hws, which were admitted, on 
all sides, admitted by the honorable the 
AttornPy-General in the late actions, to be 
thoroughly bad. Whether the view which 
had been taken of these laws was sustained 
or was not sustained, they would be 
equally bad, bPcause they had caused 
immense litigatim1, and might be the cause 
of more litigation in the future. He thought 
they had a right to demand from the 
honorable the Secretary for Lands on what 
grounds he proposed this particular resolution. 
He maintain(d that it was his duty to have 
laid on the table of the House, before pro· 
ceeding to bring forward such a resolution, 
the reports of the commissioners on these 
proposed resumptions. He had very little 
doubt, and he thought the House had 
very liV1c doubt, that these resumptions had 
been ~elected by the honorable the Minister 
for Lands himself; and he considered that 
that honorable gentleman would have shown 
respect for himself and the Ministry with 
which he was connected, if he had given some 
reasons why these particular resumptions 
should be adopted. Not having done so, he 
laid himself open to the serious imputation of 
having sclectt'd particular lessees, who held 
political views different from his own, and 
made them the subject of his anger and wrath 
by proceeding to damage, or to attempt to 
damage, the property they held. Being in the 
position he was in now, he (Mr. Ji1orehead) 
expected that he would have gone into the 
horrible corruption-that he would have care­
fully picked out certain runs, and gone into 
the pedigree of the les:<ees, and even into the 
careers oftheir faLltPrs and relatives, and stated 
what he had been told by some person who 
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spoke to him in the street, and have shown 
that it was all a dire plot to obtain land by any 
means. But that he (Mr. Morehead) had 
no wish to do ; he would leave that to the 
honorable the Minister for Works. They 
knew what that honorable member had done 
in years gone by, and they could form a 
very good idea of what he would do in 
years to come, if he was spared, in this 
colony. He thought the Minister for Lands 
was bound, in honor to himself and the 
Ministry, to state some specific reason, in each 
case, why these particular resumptions were 
made. On the face of them, they had a very 
sinister aspect. They saw certain runs selected, 
from which land was proposed to be resumed, 
but the House had no evidence to show 
that they had been made on any fixed rule; 
they seemed to have been made by the simple 
will of the Minister for Lands. They found 
in the Moreton District, 6,000 and 7,000 acres 
proposed to be resumed from some runs, and 
~4,000 and 25.000 from others ; but they had 
no reason given for this great difference in 
area; whether it was on account of the 
nature of the soil, or from any other cause, 
no evidence was given to show. They had 
the bare fact that, in several runs, it was 
proposed to resume 6,000 and 7,000 acres, 
aud in Durnndur, 25,000. He did not know, 
but he believed the lessee of Durundur was 
Mr. McConnell. 

An HoNORABLE MEMBER: Not Durundur. 
Mr. MoREHEAD: He had no wish to know 

the names of the lessees ; all he wanted the 
honorable the Secretary for Lands to do was 
to put the House in possession of information 
which would clear him of the imputation of 
having made resumptions from political 
dislikes or likes. He was sorry the honorable 
member for the Burnett had been hood. 
winked-if the expression were objectionable, 
he was quite willing to withdraw it-but he 
believed he had been hoodwinked into with­
drawing his motion for the returns bearing 
ou this question. If the honorable the 
Minister for Lands had come to him-he 
knew that honorable gentleman too well-he 
would not have withdrawn his motion. That 
very fact would have made him more per­
sistent to have the returns; he would have 
asked for it night after night, and demanded to 
know why it was not furnished. But the horror­
able member for the Burnett, not knowing the 
honorable the Minister for Lands as well as 
he did, withdrew it. That return contained 
information it was most necessary to have 
before de~ling with these resolutions. He 
would give way to no man in the desire to 
allow settlement on the lands of the colony. 

Mr. MoRGAN: Hear, hear. 
Mr. MonEHE.AD: He did not care for the 

sarcastic "Hear, hear" of the honorable mem­
ber, or of any other honorable member. He 
repeated that he would give way to no man 
in the desire to have settlement on the lands; 
but he did object to large areas of country 
being taken away, or alienated, or quasi-

alienated under the existing land laws. He 
said, let "them first modify, and correct, and 
amend the land laws, and then alienate the 
land as it was required. Let them have no 
more heartburnings and political animosity 
on the question of titles ! They saw small 
men-small dummiers-gelting their titles, 
while in the case of large men-perhaps 
larger dummiers-they were refused. Per­
haps it was because the small dummier could 
not supply so much powder and shot to the 
treasury of the Attorney-General as the large 
one. He did not say so; hut he did say that 
he thought it exceedingly strange that the 
small dummier had not been objected to. 
And he said, further, that before they were sub­
jected to any more of these vexatious actions, 
let them amend the land laws ; and before 
they proceeded to resume land in such large 
areas, let them have every information with 
respect to the land proposed to be resumed, 
the land held by others in which no resump­
tion was proposed to be made, and the name 
of each lessee. He considered it was abso­
lutely necessary to have that information 
before they could judge fairly, and justly, and 
dispassionately of the motion of the honorable 
the Minister for Lands. 

Mr. Gnooli was sorry to hear the honorable 
member make such an assertion as that the 
late vexatious actions were brought with the 
intention of putting funds into the treasury 
of the honorable the Attorney-General, be­
cause he honestlv believed that there was, 
amongst the honorable members who occu­
pied the Treasury benches, a kind of esprit de 
corps, that they would not be guilty of any 
conduct which could be called in any degree 
dishonorable. The imputation was a serious 
one against the character of the honorable 
the Minister for Lands, and he did not believe 
for one moment that that honorable member 
had done anything of the kind referred to. 
He had heard honorable members on the 
other side of the House express their approval 
of the action of the Government in the 
recent land cases. The late Minister for 
Works had said they were quite right in the 
course they had taken. "\Yhether or not the 
honorable the Attorney-General had received 
fees, which rumor said hd had, he was glad 
the returns had been moved for; because it 
would, perhaps, remove an impression on the 
subject which might be erroneous. He had 
been informed that, ir, one case, the unsuccess­
ful party had had to pay £1,500 in law costs, 
and it was broadly insinuated that this money 
had gone to the honorable the Attorney­
General and the Crown Solicitor. If that were 
true, the House would, no doubt, take some 
action in the matter, and for that reascn he 
was glad the returns had been moved for. 
He believed the conduct of the Attorney­
General and the Minister for Lands was per­
fectly right and just. 

Mr . .MoREHE.AD rose in explanation. He 
did not impugn the conduct of the honorable 
the Attorney-General in any way; and the 
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honorable member had no right to put words 
into his mouth which he never used, and 
which would lead the public to suppose that 
he had imputed motives to that honorable 
member. 

Mr. GROOM : He bad not put words into 
the honorable member's mouth. He under­
stood him to say that the small selectors would 
not supply powder and shot; and he sup­
posed that to be an imputation on the conduct 
of the honorable the Attorney-General. He 
unde1·stood the Attorney-General to say he had 
nothing whatever to do with the selection of 
the cases ; he said that if he had had the selec­
tion of the caseR himself, he would have taken 
different persons to those who were proceeded 
against. The cases were prepared-he did 
not know by whom ; but that was what the 
honorable the Attorney-General stated in his 
address to the House on a previous occasion. 
There was one remark of the honorable mem­
ber for Port Curtis, on which he would make 
a few observations. That honorable gentle­
man said the recent action of the Government 
with regard to the land on Cecil Plains was 
not exactly an indication that they were 
anxious to throw open land as homesteads on 
the Darling Downs. Now, he might state 
that, when he saw the land put up for sale, 
he felt quite as dissatisfied, and p!'obably more 
so, than the honorable member for Port Curtis 
appeared to be just now. 

.Mr. P ALMER: I am not dissatisfied at all. 
Mr. GRooM : He thought the honorable 

gentleman was. At any rate, this land on Cecil 
Plains comprised some fourteen or fifteen 
dummied selections ; and he thought he was 
justified in saying that the persons who 
dummied it never saw the land in their lives. 
I-Ionorable members would probably recollect 
the last severe flood in the Condamme, which 
resulted in the loss of four or five lives, be­
sides a number of sheep. On that occasion, 
the whole of this land on Cecil Plains, with 
the exception of about 200 acres, was under 
water; and he would like to know what people 
would settle there, with the certainty that, 
when the flood came, the whole would be 
swept away? They talked about tyranny 
last night; but he thought to throw that land 
open for the settlement of population would 
be tyranny of a very different character to 
that referred to; it would amount to nothing 
le8s than manslaughter. He also attended 
the sale of this land to ascertain if there were 
any persons anxious to buy it for the purpose 
of settlement ; and, with the exception of the 
person whojurchased it, the only person who 
offered a bi was Mr. Davenport, who ran the 
buyer up a few shillings for a portion of 
the dry land ; and that, he thought, was a 
clear indication that it was not land adapted 
for settlement. The honorable member for 
the Mitchell desired to know why the Gov­
ernment had selected certain runs on the 
Darling Downs ; and, on looking at tht>se runs, 
he (Mr. Groom) observed that nearly the 
whole of them were intersected by the 

Warwick and Dalby railway lines ; and there 
eould not be the least doubt that, when the 
Government were resuming land for settle­
ment, railway transit was an important element 
for consideration. The greater portion of these 
runs were intersected by these lines, and on 
that ground he thought the Government had 
shown a wise discretion in their selection. 
He had heard the honorable the Minister for 
Lands state that it was the intention of the 
Government to throw the whole of these 
resumptions on the Darling Downs open as 
homesteads, but he did not say what the 
areas were to be. If they were to be 160 
acres, as provided in the Act of 1868, he could 
not approve of it. He thought 160 acres was 
too small, and he went entirely with the hon­
orable member for Oarnarvon in his observa­
tions respecting the land about Dalby. It 
would be a downright farce to ask men to 
settle down on that area in that locality. If 
the Government had resumed 50,000 or 
60,000 acres on Jimbour, and thrown it open 
in 5,000 or 6,000 acre blocks, there would be 
some sense in it, but to throw it open in 
small selections was simply asking a man to 
starve on it. He thought, in that particular, 
so far from the honorable the Secretary for 
Lands exhibiting an inordinate desire to 
take large areas, he had made a very 
reasonable demand by proposing to resume 
an area from that run not more than 
sufficient for two persons to occupy. He 
also agreed with the honorable member 
for Carnarvon in thinking that the Govern­
ment ought to have given some indication 
that they thought the time had arrived for 
amending schedule B. He believed the exten­
sion of the settled districts was necessary. He 
believed that, outside the settled districts, 
there were 3,442 runs, whieh contributed only 
about £115,000 to the revenue; and that if 
land were thrown open in the neighborhood 
of Bungeworgorai and Mount Abundance, 
every acre of it would be taken up by the 
residents in the Roma district, where there 
was a large demand for land for agricultural 
purposes. He believed the honorable mem­
ber for the Burnett would admit that if the 
settled districts were extended there would be 
a large demand in his district ; and that the 
honorable member for the Balonne was aware 
that, in the neighborhood of Goondiwindi, 
there was a considerable demand-in fact, so 
much so, that the honorable the Minister for 
Lands had to send a commissioner there to 
report. This showed the necessity for taking 
some action to exlend schedule B, and he 
believed, in point of revenue, apart from every 
other consideration, it would be a very wise 
step to take. He was very glad to hear the 
honorable member for Port Curtis say, that 
if a demand for land were shown, he would 
offer no resistance. On the Darling Downs, 
it was clear there was an urgent demand 
for land. When land was thrown open 
on Y andilla, he went to the office in 
order to gain a personal insight into the 
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persons who applied, and of the forty-five 
who did so, he could not say that they were 
all bona fide men. In fact, he believed they 
were not, because the inevitable dummy 
would crop up everywhere. He saw, there, 
Brisbane commission agents, who, there could 
be very little doubt, were acting as the repre­
sentatives of others. It was valuable land, 
and, with rel!ardto one portion which passed 
into rather exceptionable hands, he had no 
hesitation in saying the report was, that the 
party received £1,000 for his chance of draw­
ing it that day. On vVestbrook, where 320 
acres were open, there were thirty-seven 
applicants, all bona fide men; and it was well 
known that the successful drawer was offered 
£50 by several persons to let them have that 
particular portion of land. He was sure they 
were all bona fide men ; and he might state, 
as an indication of the desire for land, that 
there was a disposition, now, on the Darling 
Downs, principally amongst the farming 
classes, to combine grazing and farming. If 
honorable members, on visiting the Downs, 
would stop in the neighborhood of Heading­
ton Hill, they would see that the owner of 
that selection had imported a great deal of life 
and vigor into farming on the Darling Downs; 
and whatever that gentleman's faults might 
be in connection with the land cases, he (Mr. 
Groom) would give him credit for being the 
pioneer of a very successful class of settlers 
on the Downs-men who combined farming 
and grazing. He had shown what could be 
done in that direction, and others were fol­
lowing his good example, and going in for 
agriculture and sheep-farming with every 
success. And almost all of the farmers about 
Drayton and Toowoomba were anxious to sell 
out their small holdings and secure larger 
areas for this purpose. He thought, therefore, 
the honorable the Secretary for Lands had 
done wisely in asking the House, at that 
early period of the session, to agree to these 
resumptions. He might state that on Pilton, 
Felton, West brook, Eton Vale, and Clifton, 
tlw whole of the land proposed to be resumed 
would be taken up on the very first day it 
was throiYn op•n; and he had no doubt that, 
before the session was over, the Government 
would have to come down and ask for similar 
resumptions. ·with regard to the assertion 
that he would be a very brave, or a very 
ignorant man wl.o would take up land under 
the pres<>nt la"''• he was sure there was no 
fear or dread on the part of settlers who 
were desirous of securing land that anything 
prejudicial to them would occur. ll c mixed 
a good deal with the farming elass, and he 
could say that the honorable the illini~tcr for 
Lands had their confitl ence to a very great 
extent, and others could say the same. They 
believed he had every desire to administer 
the Land Acts fairly and honestly, and they 
would not have the least objection to take up 
land in these resumptions. He thought the 
course taken by the Government was a wise 
one, and that the observation made by the 

honorable member for the Burnett the other 
day, that the policy of the Government in 
regard to these resolutions would not be 
accepted elsewhere, was very ill-advised, and, 
perhaps, quite unauthorised. He hoped the 
resolution would be carried unanimously, 
and that in another place the matter would 
receive that consideration which its importance 
deserved. 

Mr. MoRGAN said it "''as his intention to 
support the motion before the House very 
cordially, for it was admitted by honorable 
members on both sides of the House that 
there was a very great demand for land, in 
the settled districts particularly. Although 
some honorable members did not think the 
resumptions went far enough, and while that 
was at the same time his opinion, yet he 
accepted the motion on the principle that, to 
a hungry man, half a loaf was better than no 
bread at all; and he thought that the more 
moderate the Government were now, the less 
was the chance of obstruction to the resump­
tions in another place. The Secretary for 
Lands deserved very great credit indeed for 
the moderation of his views in taking up those 
runs from which the resumptions were made. 
The principle that had actuated him in fram­
ing the schedule was moderation. Though 
the total amount of land rPsumed was paltry, 
yet the demand for land was recognised; and, 
after the present area was selected, doubtless 
more would be thrown open. 

J\fr. PRYAR said this question was pretty 
well discussed last session, and it was agreed 
by the House that there was a great necessity 
for the resumption of land. The second 
reading of a Land Bill was passed by the 
Assembly without a diYision; and after that 
measure was lost in another place a set of 
re~olntions was proposed by the Government, 
whose intention was to withdraw from lease 
some three millions of acres of land ; and 
those resolutions also passed the House with­
out a division, and then were lost in another 
place. It was proved by the Minister for 
Lands that the demand for land, instead of 
falling off", was increasing; that the paucity 
of selections during last ye1tr had not arisen 
from want of selectors, but from want of land 
suitable for selection. During the first six 
years of the Act of 1868, the receipts of the 
land revenue from conditional purchases went 
on increasing; but in the year 1874, instead of 
its increasing, there was a loss, not only of the 
proportionate increase, but there was a loss of 
£10,1)fl0 besides, compared with the revenue 
of the previous year; and there was also a 
loss of £1,000 en homestead selections. That 
showed there was a great want of suitable 
land for sclf"ction. He knew it might be 
argued that selectors had paid up during the 
preYious year, and that consequently the rents 
could not come in during 187,1. Tl1at was 
effectively answered by the fact that the sur· 
vey fees inlil7 4 were .£1.,000 less than in 18;3. · 
During the first six years that the Act of 
1868 was in operation, something more than 
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two millions of acres of land were selected, 
showing an average of about half-a-million 
acres a ypar. The quantity vvas, he might 
say, maintained during last yeRr, as some­
thing like half-a-million of acres was selected. 
Now, the Minister for Lands was of opinion 
apparently that there was a great necessity 
for more land to be thrown open to selection; 
and why did he, instead of asking for three 
millions of acres, as he did last session, ask 
now for something less than three-quarters of 
a million acres, or about one-fourth of the 
quantity he deemed necessary last year? 
Not onlv had half-a-million acres of land been 
sdected since, but the population had in­
creased to a great extent; and, yet the hon­
orable gentleman now asked for only little 
more than a quarter of the land he wanted to 
resume last year. He (Mr. Fryar) feared 
th 1t the honorab1e gentleman was trifling 
with the best interests of the country. Doubt­
less the proposPd resumptions contained land, 
good, bad, and indifferent, all mixed; about 
a quarter of it would be selected, so that 
actually the Minister for Lands proposed to 
throw open land for selection equal to about 
half-a-vear's demand. The time of the House, 
this year, and n8xt, would be frittered away 
discussing resolutions to resume small quan­
tities of land which would never meet the 
wants of the people. 'l'here was, he be·· 
lieved, something radically wrong in this 
business. There was some antecedent ques­
tion to be considered. It appeared that the 
Minister for Lands had no idea whatever of 
getting any quantity of land suitable for 
settlement withdrawn on account of certain 
gentlemen in another place. But, instead of 
coming to the House with a curtailed request 
to have little more than a quarter of what 
he asked for laRt year, the Ministry should 
come down with some large and comprehen­
sive plan of carrying· on the Government of 
the country, especially in the matter of the 
administration of the lands. Their present 
action was preposterous; the House could 
not be put off in that way. If they could 
not deal with the land question, as it was 
affected by the other House, it was time that 
they gave way to others; for it was perfectly 
plain that the settlement of the country was 
stopped, and its prosperity retarded, for wnnt 
of a supply of good land tor the people. The 
honorable member for Toowoornba gave some 
startling facts to the House. He (Mr. 
Fryar) could not speak in detail of all the 
country, but in his own district there was 
unfortunately no land open for selection, 
although there was a large population, as 
electorates went. He knew that t!Jere were 
in the colony large electorates, of the area of 
an European kingdom, with few people, and 
where there could be no demand for land. 
But in his clectoratp that was not the case. 
He was repeatedly asked by his constituents, 
whPre could they get. land suitaLle for settle­
ment? and he was obliged to confess that he 
could not give them any information. He 

could give them advice ; for it was far easier 
to give ad vice than to give useful informa­
tion; and the advice was, Wait until the land 
was thrown open for selection-wait until the 
leases should fall in, as there was no other 
chance of getting land th_rown open to meet 
the requirements of the country. At the 
present time, his idea was the same as it was 
last year, that a radical change was wanted 
in the land system of the colony. Forty-six 
runs were dealt with by the resolutions, 
and the whole quantity of land proposed 
to be thrown open on those runs, unless 
it \\'aS preserved, as the Minister for Lands 
had suggested, by proclaiming it home­
stead areas, was likely to be swamped by 
the forty-six lessees of those runs. There 
were fourteen runs in :Moreton from which 
land was resumed, and ten of them did not 
afford a quantity equal to a single selection 
under the Act. In Darling Downs there 
were fourteen runs, twelve of whJCh afforded 
an area for a single selection only. How the 
Minister for Lands proposed to deal with the 
land in Darling Downs he (Mr. Fryar) 
could not tell. If the honorable gentleman 
put it into homestead areas, he must still 
know that there was a large number of 
persons, not there only, but all over the 
colony, who would take up selections on con­
ditional purchase, in the neighborhood of 
towns, though they were not in a position to 
settle on the land on their own account. It 
was perfectly certain that for that class of 
people there was no land available on Darling 
Downs. There were runs in Moreton Dis­
trict, to which he could refer, if necessary, 
but general principles were sufficient, on 
which land could be found for the large and 
increasing population who wanted it for 
settlement. ·when a Minister for Lands 
came down with a proposal to resume 700,000 
acres, as against 3,000,000 deemed necessary 
last year, what could be said that would be 
effective? It would hardly be in place to 
say much on the changes that were as evi­
dently necessary now as they were at the 
commencement of last year. The land that 
would be thrown open was subject to the 
same law in force, about which he had 
spoken, last session, when dealing with the 
subject of!classification, for this, he held, had 
nothing to do with the quality of the land. 
He submitted that it was necessary to en­
deavor to get a much larger quantity of 
land thrown open than the Minister for 
Lands proposed. Of course, there might be 
some policy in getting a little where he could 
not get more. That might suit the Minister 
of the day, but it did not suit him (Mr. 
Fryar), nor his constituents, nor the popula­
tions of the towns in the colony, so far as 
he was awarE' of the feeling of the country. 
He hoped that the present state of things 
would soon be remedied. 

Mr. MciLwHAil'H said he thought the 
speech the House had heard from the honor­
able member for East :Moreton had brought 
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the debate to a point that it should have 
come to before ; and that was the position the 
Ministry occupied ln reterence to the general 
question of the land legislation of the colony. 
Honorable members knew perfectly well that 
when the present Ministry were formed, some 
difficulties were in the way of the usual 
course being resorted to of publishing their 
policy to the country in the shape of a Speech 
from His Excellency the Governor; but, 
however, the Ministry tried to do as well as 
they could by the different Ministers stating 
their policy before their constituents and 
otherwise. The Colonial Secretary made a 
speech at Ipswich, and several speeches were 
deliYered elsewhere, that eventually guided 
the Goyernment with regard to land legisla­
tion. He (Mr. Mcilwraith) had simply to 
recall to the House that the prominent 
feature of that speech was the resumption of 
land from the squatters in the settled dis­
tricts. It was taken for granted that the 
good sense of the House would consent to 
resumptions everywhere for settlement. There 
was nothing on which the Colonial Secretary 
was stronger in that speech than the eYils 
which had been committed under the legisla­
tion that had gone before, and particularly 
under the Land Act of 1868: by dummyism, 
the colony had been defrauded of an immense 
amount of money. The paramount legisla­
tion was land legislation. ·with that policy 
he {Mr. Mcllwraith) coinciclecl cordially. As 
a member of that Government, he thought 
they should do as much as they possibly 
could to ensure that if the land was alienated, 
the value of it should come to the Govern­
ment in some shape or other; and it was 
agreed that the only way that a proper 
return could be,_ensured by the Government 
for land alienated was either by settlement or 
by actual payment in money. It was admitted 
on all hands that in the Land Acts of 1866 
and 1868 legislation had actually failed in 
both respects ; in other words, that for the 
land alienated, which had got into private 
hands, the Government had received no 
benefit whatever. The fact was, that up to 
the present moment, the proceeds of the 
whole of the lands sold had gone into the 
general revenue ; and that was a damning 
fact. That was the position of this Ministry 
when they came into power ; and the great 
point of their policy was the settlement of 
the land question. They brought in a Land 
Bill which they considered would effect the 
objects they had in view, and enable them to 
carry out the programme which they had pnt 
before the country. But they failed in 
carrying that Land Bill through Parliament 
by the defection of an important element of 
the party that had supported the Government 
up to the time and that should have supported 
them, and the Government were actually 
defeated on a clause that would more especially 
have helped the purpose to be gained. It 
was all the more extraordinary that the party 
that caused the Government to part with 

their Land Bill were headed by the present 
Attorney-GeneraL He (Mr. Mci!wraith) 
believed in that Land Bill, at the time, and 
he believed in it still. It was as good a 
Land Bill as was ever brought forward in 
Parliament; and, at all events, it was so 
regarded by the then members of the Min­
istry. But the Bill was lost. He knew that 
it had been attributed to him, and he had 
been blamed for it by the papers that sup­
ported the Government now, that he was not 
fully in accord with the Government on the 
land question, which caused the diYision in 
the Government. He had now only to say 
that he was fully in accord with his colleagues 
on that Land Bill, and the whole scheme 
which bad been brought forward by the 
Minister for J ,ands. 

The SECRETARY FOR LANDS: Hear, hear. 
Mr. MolL WRAITH: He 'should support it 

now, if it were brought forward, with certain 
modifieations, suggested by additional infor· 
mation and experience that a man got who 
stayed long in the colony. The Government 
having failed to carry their Land Bill, the 
next step was to propose tl}e resumption of 
certain proportions of runs; and it was taken, 
simply to meet what was considered, at that 
time, the demand for land. He was against 
the resumption, for this reason. The Land 
Act of 1868 was aclmowleclged at the time to 
be bad. He was sure that the recent action 
of the Government had not proved it to be 
be tier than it was at that time. The Minister 
for Lands brought down his proposal for the 
res'.lmption of runs in the settled districts. 
It passed the Assembly, hut -was lost in the 
Upper House. It being conceded that last 
session the land question was considered by 
the 1'11 inistry to be the most important 
question to put before the country, how did 
it come that the Government now shelved 
land legislation altogether, and came clown 
with a part, the tail end, of their policy? 
The present proposal was but the tail end of 
the only means that the Government had last 
year of resuming a large quantity of land. 
At any rate, they might haYe proposed to 
resume the same quantity as they had pro­
posed before. In bringing forward his motion, 
the Secretary for Public Lnnds should have 
stated whether any change had taken place 
in the Ministerial-policy. It was material for 
the House to understand that. He (Mr. Men­
wraith) was not an anti-}linisterialist; he 
was not an Opposition man; he wanted to 
assist, as he said before, land legislation for 
the settlement of the people on the land of 
the colony. He should like to see the land 
question-settled. The House were entitled, 
he thought, to information of the change that 
had taken place in the land policy of the 
Government. Perhaps it was hopeless to 
expect that the Government would bring 
forward a measure like that of last year. 
The Cabinet was now constituted differently 
from what it was then. There was now a 
new Minister for Works and a new Attorney-
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General. If those honorable gentlemen had 
brought into the Cabinet a different land 
r:olicy, what was it? Why should it not be 
explained to the House? That was a matter 
which deserved attention. ~·hat had brought 
about the change ? '.V as it in Ministers 
themselves, or was it brought about by the 
new Ministers who had joined the Govern­
ment since he had left it P Though he had 
been blamed before, he was always for land 
legislation; and he now 'tood in the House 
as an advocate foe it. He had peculiar ideas 
about it; he had changed. them somewhat 
since last session, as he had changed them 
every year he had lived in the colony, as a 
man must do as his information and experience 
were enlarged. He gave the GovNnment 
evPry credit for good intentions ; but let them 
tell the House what "·as their policy. If 
ever a Ministry were bound to come forward 
with land legislation as their trump card, the 
p1 esent Ministry were. He gave them his 
opinion the first time he spoke this session, that 
they were right in briuging the actions they 
had brought against dummies in the Supreme 
Court; the Government had done their duty, 
and he had nothing to say against the decisions 
arrived at in court, nor against the way in 
which the proceedings were conducted. The 
great moral to be deduced from all the cases 
tried was, that the Acts of 1866 and 1868 
were utterly unfit for the attainment of the 
objects it was most desirable to secure in the 
disposal of the lands of the colony. He had 
had great confidence that the Attorney­
General, with the large experieJ,ce he had 
gained in conducting those cases in court, 
would have brought forward a comprehensive 
land policy. It was a duty doubly entailed 
upon that honorable and lParned gentleman ; 
because he, of all men, last session, stopped 
land legislation ; and now, being the legal 
adviser of the Government, and having had 
the conduct of the cases against the wrongful, 
or alleged wrongful, appropriation of the 
public land, he was in a good position to assist 
the Governnwnt, which, by his position and 
experience, he was bound to do, to advance 
some complete land legislation. But they 
were now in the position, that they appeared 
to say that the land laws which had been 
proved to be so defective, were, under their 
administration, perfectly good Acts. ·why 
were they good? What change had taken 
place? The Government should tell the 
House if they had changed their minds on 
the general principles that land ought to be 
alienated for the benefit of the country. Was 
the change due to the constitution of the 
Government ; or, was there anything in the 
constitution of the House that had brought it 
about? One Government had acted in one 
way; they had used their authoritv under 
the law entirely for their own purposes. 
Now, another Government had the UlJper 
hand: they would do precisely the same, ad­
minister the law fer their purposes. Was 
that the position ? If so, it was the worst 

position the present Government could take. 
Having acknowledged that the Land Acts 
were bad, they should have proYided a 
remedy ; not have grasped the power that the 
law gave them. They saw that, if they could 
maintain a majority in the House, they could 
do as they liked. But it was not only in 
respect to the land laws, but everything else, 
that the :Ministry wished to concentrate all 
po"·cr in themselves. Mark the lamentable 
position in which Victoria was now. Any 
man who looked back a few years, must know 
that that position was owing to the -bad legis­
lation in land which characterised that colony. 
In the Legislature, for years, a majority was 
kept together, hy different Ministries. in order 
to manipulate the land. And the result was, 
that the land had gone from the Government, 
the revenue was decreasing- year by year, and 
the colony was reduced to a deplorable condi-' 
tion at the present time, when it ought to be 
in the foremost position of all the Austra­
lias. 

An HoNORA.BLE MEMBER: With protection. 
Mr. MciLWRAITH: No; with the manipu­

lation of the land, for the purpose of keeping 
together a majority in I}arliament, to support 
a Ministry in the exercise of power. Protec­
tion would have been the finest thing in the 
world for Victoria, if the land had been pro­
perly administered; and he thoroughly be­
lieved in protection for that colony. 

An Hoi<ORA.BLE MEMBER: Hear, hear. 
Mr. MciLwRA.ITH: The Ministry, here, 

were doing the same thing now that had 
proved ruinous to Victoria. They were doing 
all they possibly could to keep a majority to 
work their own will. Some time back they 
had a majority to say that the laws were 
insufficient to ensure the proper administra­
tion of the land. Their majority. now, was 
in favor of the land laws. The effect of their 
bringing forward the resolutions now before 
the House was as if they said they did not want 
land legislation. A new Act was not wanted 
at all ; they were perfectly honest men, and 
they would '1\·ork the present laws. He con­
fessed to having some respect for the :Minister 
for Lands ; and he believed that the honor­
able gentleman was devoted to one object, 
and that his devotion was genuine; and that 
object was, to settle the lands of the colony. 
But it was a very different thing from giving 
him credit for that, to put the whole adminis· 
tration and distribution of the lands of the 
colony into his hands. The action that had 
been taken by the Government outside the 
decisions of the Supreme Court, with refer­
ence to individuals who hud selections, proved 
thoroughly that the Minister for Lands, with 
other officers whom he might appoint, had the 
whole and sole control of the lands of the 
colony. The honorable gentleman was actu­
ally in the position at the present time to say 
to every selector under the Acts of 1868 and 
1866, "You have land, or you have not." 

'l'he SECRETA.RY FOR PUBLIC LA.NDS : No, 
no. 
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1\fr. 1\fciLwRAITH: The honorable mem­
ber said, no; but he must say, yes; and for 
this reason :-He did not mean to say any­
thing against the gentleman whom he had 
appomted as 'Commissioner for Darling 
l>owns ; but it was an astonishing thing 
that before the honorable gentleman com­
menced the work that he (:\h. Mcilwraith) 
particularly pointed to under the Act of 1868, 
he changecl the commissioner. He did not 
say it with disrespect, but that gentleman was 
a great deal too easy to be worked by the 
Minister for Lands. In other matters, if 
only for £100, a man had a right of appeal to 
the judges ; but the l\1 inister admittt>d of no 
appeal. He appointed an officer or removed 
him, adopted his decisions or set them aside; 
and he was himself the sole and absolute 
power to deal with land holders. 

HoNORABLE lYIE~IBERs: Hear, hear. 
The SECHETAHY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : No, 

no. 
lYir. MciLWRAITH: One matter was sug· 

gested to him that ought to be perfectly 
understood and repeatedly spoken of in the 
House; and it was suggested by the way in 
which the Minister for Lands had reJerred 
to the extension of Sehedule B. It ought to 
be perfectly understood how the squatters in 
the unsettled districts actually stood towards 
the Government in the matter of land legis­
lation. He blamed the JUinistry for not 
bringing forward an extension of Schedule 
B. The very fact of their not bringing it 
forward showed that they were not liberal 
enough. They knew, or they ought to 
know, if they had read the Act, or listPned 
to the speeches of the Attorney -General last 
session, that they did not require to come to 
the House for authority to resume any land 
in the unsettled districts, the whole of which 
was in the control of the Government. "\Vith 
their majority they could take possession of 
the entire country at the present moment, 
if they liked. 

Mr. GRooM : Oh! 
Mr. MclLWRAI1'H: They had only to say 

so, and they could take it. The outside squat­
ters were holding their runs entirely on the 
good faith of the House, and they were 
thoroughly at the mercy of the Ministry, if 
they wanted to work anything with the 
unsettled districts. He agreed with honor­
able members who said the Government "ere 
imposing greater restrictions on the acquisi­
tion of land than now existed, that theirs was 
a retrogressive policy, and that they ought to 
extend Schedule B. In the next place, there 
was a great deal more blame attached lo the 
Ministry than even the honorable member for 
Toowoomba had mentioned; because they 
had the power, under the Act of 1868, to 
resume any land they liked in the unsettled 
districts, upon short no:.ice. He had ex­
pected to get from the Ministry some 
reason for the extraordinary change of policy 
which bad come over them Prom reading 
the Govemor's Opening :Speech, he was 

of opinion that theirs was a. retrogres­
sive policy, and he said so at the time; but 
there was stronger proof given by their action 
now. The House had a rihht to expect that 
the Government would state their reasons for 
their retrogressive policy. He could suggest 
them, and he believed he should be right. He 
saw by the smile on the Treasurer's face 
that the honorable grntleman understood what 
he was about to say. The Ministry wantl?d 
money ! They knew perfectly well the state 
into which they had got the finances of the 
colony. They had spent a great deal more 
money than they were entitled to expend by the 
House, and more than the circumstances of the 
colony would allow. They knew that if they 
had to wait for a good and liberal land nwasure 
to be framed, the Treasury would be in a 
difficulty. That would account for their 
"hand to mouth" policy, and for their 
coming down to the House to ask for more 
Jand by resumption. He had not the 
slightest idea what the resumptions were, or 
how they affected him, and he did not care, 
well or ill. If the Ministt'r for Lands would 
only keep him clear of dummies, and bring. 
forward only bona .firle selectors, he (:\h. 
Mdlwraith) would give him every acre he 
had. That was the strongest argument that 
the squatters were not agaimt him. Only 
let the honorablo gentleman give the country 
good land legislation; the squatters had not 
the slightest interest in preve_nting it. vVhat 
they wanted was to be delivered from the 
dummies, who were now hounded on to the 
sq natters by the existing law ami the pecu­
liar mode of administering it. There was no 
worse measure than the Land Act of 1868. 
Its effect was to prevrnt squatters doing what 
was good for the country. The squatters, he 
maintained, were the most enterprising men 
known in anv business in the colony; and 
they would be much more enterprising if they 
had some guarantee, some security of tenure, 
for carrying out their enterprises. They did 
not want to own land. He did not own an 
acre in the whole colony, and he would n<it 
buy one. He deprecated legislation that 
would hound on others to disturb those men 
who had made a little money legitimately; 
when no additional advantage was to be 
derived by thB country. 

The 8ECRf.TARY FOR PuBLIC "\V ouRs said 
he was very glad to hear the change of tone 
in the speeches that had taken place since the 
adjournment. The honorable members for 
East Moreton and Maranoa had complained 
that the resumptions proposed were not ex ten .. 
sive enough. Before dinner, the House were 
told that the re~umptionR were a great deal too 
large. He confessnd that he thoroughly sym­
pathised with the honorable member for East 
Moreton ; becau,e his speech was such a one 
as, if he had not official responsibility, he 
could in the h(;norable memL.er's place have 
made for his constituC'JJts; and he could 
thoroughly support the honorable member's 
opinions. But the Ministry were not in the 
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position of independent members. They did 
not stand in the House to agitate theorieR, but 
to endeavor to give certain practi 3al results to 
the country. In this matLer of land resump­
tion, the House were very well aware that 
a very much more liberal resumption was 
passed by them last session; not,ithstanding 
which the Government had failed in giving 
their resolutions the eff'Pct of law. In the 
Governor's Opening ~peech there wae a para­
graph in which the hope was expressed that 
"you "ill not disregard the just wishes of the 
people on this subject "-the demand for 
land-" and that a proposal to make such 
resumptions which will, without delay be 
made to you, will meet with your favor­
able consideration." It was the duty of 
the Ministry, in view of the very serious 
state of affairs that might take place, if 
the resumption of laud should be refused, 
to take every precaution that no blame 
should be thrown upon them for non­
resumption. It was true, that the area pro­
posed to be resumed had been calculated and 
cut down by the Secretary for Public Lands 
to the lowest limit. The honorable gentleman 
had told the House that there was not a siugle 
acre that had not been reeommended by the 
commissioners ; in fact, in plain English, 
there was not a single acre proposed to be 
thrown open that would not. it open, be takPn 
up to-morrow. And, as the honorable member 
for East }loreton had said, it was very pos­
sible that the House would have to go through 
the Rame work of rPsuming land next session. 
But the question for the .:Ylimstry to consider 
was, what could they hope to get? The 
country was in want of land. The people, by 
thousands, in the agricultural districts, were 
clamoring tor land, and to have homestead 
arPas thrown open to them. And it was the 
duty of the Government to take care that 
they did not give the shadow of a chance for 
blame to those parties who did not regard the 
wants of the people. The Government were 
not dealing solely with their opponents in 
the Assem:•ly, but with their opponents in 
another place. It was evident that there were 
honorable members in the Assembly who, 
finding their inability to defeat Government 
on the question of resumption in that House, 
would be very well satisfied if they could 
force the Government into the adoption of a 
conrse which would ensure their defeat in 
another place. He believed that,ifthequestion 
of resumption were to be decided between 
the Government as against all the members 
who thought they resumed too much and 
those who thought they resumed too little, 
the Government would not have a single 
supporter in the House. The fact that they 
had not satisfied either party might be taken 
as a guarantee that if they had not made cal­
culations that gave satisfaction, tlwy had, at 
all ·eventb, endeavorecl to do so, with thtl best 
information that could be oblaiued. They 
had not satisfied the honorable member for 
JHaranoa, who thought that the only people 

who wanted land were those who desired to 
purchase for ten shillings an acre a.nd to sell 
for a pound. They did not get support from 
those who thought they should go rashly into 
large resumptions, which they might not carry. 
It had been said that the manner in which 
the Government had administered the lands 
had diminished the demand for selections. 
Now, the proof that that was not so, was, the 
number of applications made for isolated 
selections. ThPre was no diminution in the 
demand fot· land. The honorable member for 
Maranoa had spoken of the necessity for 
amending the Acts of 1866 and 1H68. The 
Act of 1866 had expired. 'rhe last payment 
under it was made in December, and no more 
land could be taken up under that Act. The 
only question was, whether a certain number 
of perwns who had taken up land under tha,t 
Act should get their titles or not; and a Bill 
would be brought in by the Minister for 
Lands which would settle that, and which 
spacified that those persons who had per­
formed certain conditions should get their 
titles. Under the Act of 1S6'l, only two eases 
that he had heard of had come before the 
court; the first being the prosecution of 
"\Vienholt and others for dummying. The 
dummying was proved to the satisfaction 
of the jury; the jury were asked by the 
j uLlge to decide if the selector bad aban­
doned the lands, and the answer was, 
that he had never been in posses­
sion. That was a clear proof of dummying. 
In the second case, in which a Gazette was 
issued the other day, the ground upon "hich 
action was taken, was, he believed, that the 
conditions had not been fulfilled. A gentle­
man took up a quantity of land on conditional 
purchase. One condition of the selection was, 
the payment of a certain sum of money; 
another was, residence by the selector him. 
self or his bailiff. If any of the conditions 
were not complied with, why should the 
selectors be allowed to take up the land or 
to keep it? Payment was not the only con­
dition upon which land could he selected. lf 
it was once known that the Government 
intended to enforce the conditions of the Act 
of 1868, there would be no more taking up 
land without regard to the conditions. As to 
dummying, of which a good deal had been 
said, he thought that, in future, any man 
who took up land under the Act would be 
very glad to perform the condition of resi­
dence. He could not see how it could be 
said that the selector was in the hands of the 
Minister, if he neglected to perform the CJn­
dition of residence. There must be some 
officer of the State to see to the performance 
of the conditions. If the conditions were not 
performed, the land was simply given away, 
not sold. The very object of selling the land 
at the price put upon it with the conditions 
was to secure settlement and residence. t:lome 
remarks had been made by the honorable 
member for Port Ourtis about the sale of 
land at Oecil Plains. He (the Secretary 
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for Works) was very much surprised to 
hear that honorable member come out 
as the champion of the homestead selec­
tors. 1\fr. James Taylor had purchased 
a large quantity of land; or, rather, the horror­
able gentleman, and other persons for him, had 
selected about 9,000 acres. He (the Secretary 
for "\Vorks) thought he might say it was 
dummied land. As the Government had for­
feited the deposit on the ground of fraud, he 
thought he was justified in saying so. During 
the whole time that the hono~able member 
for Port Curtis held office, Mr. Taylor paid 
his rent and held the land ; but, when the 
present Ministry came into office, and the 
present Attorney-General began to make 
inquiries, and when Mr. Taylor found out 
that inquiries were being made, he forfeited 
the land. No doubt. if the honorable member 
for Port Curtis had remained in office, Mr. 
Taylor would have continued to pay his rent 
for ten years, and then would have got the fee 
simple of the land. Perhaps Mr. Tay lor was 
not a dummy? But such was the state of 
things. Perhaps that accounted for the in­
dignation of the honorablE' member for Port 
Cnrtis. Instead of getting the land at the 
low pr:ice of 15s. an acre, as agricultural land, 
payment extending over ten years, Mr. Taylor 
forfeited it, and the money he had paid, 
amounting to about £3,000; and, when it was 
put up to auction subsequently, he paid 30s. 
an acre for it, in cash and land orders. The 
explanation of the honorable member for 
Toowoomba was sufficient to show that the 
land was not fit for homestead selections, as 
it was liable to be under water at certain 
seasons. If the Government had proclaimed 
it fit for homesteads, in place of getting 
praise, they would have been condemned for 
so doing. 

::Wr. MciLWRAITR: Why did they sell the 
land at Goomburra? 

The SEcRETARY FOR PuBLIC W oRrrs: AftPr 
the flood, the first thing the Government did 
was to withdraw all that land, and to give 
notice that the railway station would be 
removed, in order to offer no inducement to 
people to settle there. No doubt, great 
indignation had been expressed about the 
Government selling the 9,000 acres of land 
which Mr. Taylor had purchased; but he 
believed that the real ground for all the sym­
pathy shown forthathonorablegentleman was, 
that he had to pay through the nose for the 
land. He durst say, the honorable gentleman 
knew the worth of the land; and if he did not, 
he could well afford the money he had given, 
and that was one comfort. He hoped that 
honorable members on the Ministerial side of 
the House would consent to the resolutions. 
If half a loaf was better than no bread at all, 
he hoped they would take the 700,000 acres 
now proposed to be resumed. vVhen the 
GovernmPnt would come down to the Parlia­
ment next session for a further resumption, 
they would, he was sure, have less opposition 
than now. Many of those gentlemen who 

would now oppose the resumption of land, 
would join in supporting it next time. 
Every acre taken ti•om their runs would 
make them more liberal in agreeing to re­
sumptions from other runs. Therpfore honor­
able members of the Assembly would, by as­
SE'nling to the resolutions for resuming the 
small amount of 700,000 acres, be helping to 
liberalisehonorable gentlemen in another place, 

.Mr. DouGLAs said, following up the last 
words spoken by the honorable the Minister 
for vY orks, when he referred to the small 
area of 700,000 acres proposed to be reserved, 
he must confess that he would be V('ry glad 
indeed to know that the best use possible 
would be made of that area, which that 
honorable member described as being so very 
small. He (Mr. Douglas) could remember 
the time-probably, scarcely in the recollec­
tion of the honorable member for the Mitchell 
-when, with something of the same confi­
dence which characterised that honorable 
member's ingenuous freedom in the House, he 
(Mr. Douglas) made bold to propose that they 
should secure a reserve of 100,000 acres. 
But at that time he was looked upon, probably 
by some of the less advanced thinkers of the 
day, in something the same way that the 
honorable member for the Mitchell was now. 
He was met by his honorable friend at the 
head of the Government at that time with an 
intimation that this was a demand far in 
excess of anything that could possibly be 
supplied, and he was content to abide his time 
and accept the education which they ail had 
to submit to upon this question-the educa­
tion which the honorable member for the 
M aranoa had spoke1~ of as having led him to 
change his opinions, and which led many to 
change their opinions on the land question 
regularly every year. However, he could 
only hope that, if they secured this instal­
ment, it would be put to some really good 
use, though he must confess he had not com­
plete complacency in regard to this periodical 
profuseness in parting with so much capital­
their capital in land. 'I'he honorable member 
for East .1\!foreton had referred to the large 
amount of land that had, up to the present 
time, been conditionally alienated, under the 
administration of the present Act. They had 
heard of something like five millions of acres 
being distributed among something like 
150,000 people, and they were then told that 
these five millions of acres were hardly 
sufl-icient to meet the demand for homesteads. 
He could only submit that, if they were going 
to alienate their land at that rate, they would 
very soon have parted with it altogether, and 
if any benefit did arise from the possession of 
land, that benefit they should soon cease to 
enjoy. It was, he thought, most natural that 
the honorable the Minister for Lands, after 
the experience of the last twelve months, 
should look with some caution as to the amount 
of land which he now sought to appropriate. 
They had seen that a very curious process 
had been set in motion, which had resulted 
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in the alienation of a large amount of land, 
and they harJ by no means arrived at any 
certainty as to what luad been done with that 
land. 'l'he honorable member was now in a 
position to say what really was the working 
of the Act of 1868. 1'hey heard that five 
millions of acres had been alienated. \V ere 
the conditions fulfilled, and had the country 
received the value it was entitled to receive 
in return for that land? He doubted that it 
had, and common report said that, if the same 
principle which led to the establishment of 
the cases against Wienholt and others, was 
ever applied elsewh<'re, they would find a large 
number of cases in which the conditions had 
not been fulfilled. He maintained it was the 
duty of the GovernmPnt to see that these 
conditions were fulfilled, and if they were 
not fulfilled, they were bound to see that they 
got the value which they were entitled to 
receive for the land. The reason why the 
Legislature, at the time of the passing of the 
Act of 1868, lowered the price of land was, 
because it vias agreed to accept improvements 
on the land, either in the form of cultivation, 
or fencing, or somethingtangible-thecountry 
was willing to receive that in lieu of the 
greater pecuniary value. He had not the 
slightest feeling iu favor of those people who 
had been led into believing that the Govern­
ment would not enforce the conditions. He 
thought they were bound to do so. It was 
quite possible, and very probable, now that 
the country saw there was a Ministry in 
power-and he congratulated them on their 
conduct during the last twelve months, in 
this respect- who would give effect to the 
Act, selectors would have some_ confidence. 
'l'hings appeared to have grown into a corrupt 
groove, not merely in one particular, but in 
the administration of the Act in all its grades. 
It had been conveyed to the public at large 
that liberties might be taken with the Act 
which were not justified by the law; and the 
result was that one selector found he was 
allowed to do things which he did not antici­
pate would be permitted, and others followed 
this example. In fact, the Act being loosely 
administered in all its branches, it became a 
regular scramble for the public property, and 
he hoped some change would be made. He 
was willing to accept this, only as part of the 
policy of the Government. He was aware 
that they had very wary antagonists with 
regard to whom they had to be very cautious ; 
and he thought it was their duty, as expressed 
by the honorable the Minister for VV orks, to 
do what could be done-to accept a little 
rather than peril their policy by asking too 
much. He thought it was better to be on the 
safe side, and he hoped they would really 
endeavor to convey, both to that House and 
to the gentlemen in another House, the con­
viction that they were determined to a hide by 
their policy; that it was a poliey essential to 
the welfare of the country; that nothing else 
would satisfy them; and that if that policy 
were frustrated in another House, they must 

be prepared to take the consequences, and let 
ii be a distinct issue between that portion of 
the Legislature and the other. It was a policy 
mild, moderate, and yet, he thought, suf­
fi.:iently liberal for all practical purposes. One 
other matter to whieh he wished to make 
special reference ·was this :-The honorable 
the Minister for Lands, in pointing out as 
justification for these reservations, that con­
siderable demands hacl been made for land, 
referred to the demand that undoubteLlly 
existed in the Darling Downs district, and he 
intimated that in these reservations the 
Homestead A et would be made applicable. 
Now, he had very considerable doubts about 
the policy of this. He spoke with perfect 
deference to other honorable members, more 
intimately acquainted with the Darling Downs 
at the present time than he was; but he 
doubted very much whether it was a good 
and sound policy to alienate lands professedly 
under homestead restrictions, which were 
always imperfectly carried out in that district. 
They were here proposing, in a district where 
land was worth from £3 to £5 an acre-it 
would fetch that, whether from the small 
settler or the large one-and they were going 
to give it away for considerably less than it 
was worth, on conditions which were never 
performed, and which they had no means of 
enforcing under the present Act. He knew 
a case now, and other gentlemen from the 
Darling Downs knew it also, where, under 
the Act of 1872, collusive dealings were being 
carried out; and there was little doubt that, 
in some cases, if they extended the homestead 
areas, they would be simply gobbled up by 
some similar process that they had seen in 
other instances. He did not think that, after 
having expended such a large amount of 
money in the formation of railways, they were 
justified in giving away laud; but he con· 
sidered they were bound to get the best value 
they could for it, and they could do that 
without throwing it into the hands of the 
large capitalist. If they really desired settle­
ment on the Darling Downs, let the whole of 
the lands there be surveyed, and let roads 
be surveyed andlttid out. He meant to say 
it was sacrificing the public property to sell a 
single acre of those lands without accurate 
knowledge as to what they were selling. 
That was not in the interest of the small 
selector; but it would be to his interest if 
they surveyed the land as accurately as 
possible, and gave him access to it by means 
of roads. It was only by that means the full 
value of the land would be obtained. But 
bv leaving things as they were, and taking 
til.e smaller value, they were increasing the 
facilities of the large capitalist, who had 
ample means to engage agents and to acquire 
whatever he wanted. 1'his was said to be 
carried out in Victoria, and at present they 
were able to defy attempts to prevent it. 
He thought, however, nothing was required 
here but a determined expression of opinion 
by those who were competent to judge. Let 
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it be known, that it was the capitalists wl10 
were fanning this demand for larger areas. 
These were the gentlemen who were fanning 
the agitation for the extPnsion of the re­
serves, and that they should be alienated on 
conditions of which they could avail _them· 
selves. He hoped the best use would be put 
to every acre of land now available in the 
choicer· portions of the Darling Downs; and 
when the policy of the Government came 
before the House in the Land Bill, he would 
promise some further discussion on those 
parti<-'ulars. He thought it highly desirable 
that upon every acre of land which was 
really fit for agriculture, a certain amount of 
quit rent should be payable, and that the 
proceeds arising from that source should be 
made available for the purpose of improve­
ments in the district. It was in that v<·ay 
alone, he believed, they would satisfy the real 
imp rover an(! occupier; and he believed, also, 
that, if once a policy of that kind were put 
fnlly and fairly before the bona fide agricultu­
rist, they would find many who would 
willingly support it. ·with regard to what 
had been said about srhedule B, and the 
possible extension of land to be made avail­
able, he presumed the honorable the Minister 
for Lands here only offered to the House 
part of his policy ; and it was, he confPssed, 
a very moderate portion. He presumed that 
honorable gentlemen was perfeetly aware of 
the powers he possessed, which had been 
referred to by the honorable member for 
Maranoa, and he believed the statement 
made by that honorable member was tolerably 
correct, that the Ministry were the exponents 
of the House; but the House might dissent 
from their ac.tion, and thereby pass a vote of 
want of confidence. Yet, it did rest with 
the discretion of the House to make the ex­
tensions ; and already they had seen, in the 
Railway Hill before the House, that the 
Government contemplated considerable exten­
sions. He presumed they contemplated 
taking to themselves their present powers in 
order to enforce the resumptions, so that 
whatever excPptions might be taken to the 
conduct of the Ministry, in not having 
announced their policy, he thought they 
might be credited with a certain amount of 
prudence. They wished to make themselves 
certain of every step they took, and they 
thought what was desired could be best done 
by not attempting too much at one time. He 
had no doubt there would be frequent oppor­
tunities of discussing this land question. It 
was one which was now ripe for further 
development, and he hoped they would 
attempt to meet it on sound, economic 
grounds, and not be diverted from their pur­
pose by the illusive hopes, he f('ared he 
might say, which were raised by the Act of 
1868, which, in many respects, had been 
proved so unsatisfactory. Jn saying this, he 
did not nwan to deny that the Act of 1868 
had been of great benefit to the country, and 
especially had it been so to the coast dis-

tricts. It was much to be regrett-ed that 
some provision was not then made to secure, 
for settlement, the choice portions of Darling 
Downs, which had been sacrificed; but, in 
com·equC>nce of the state of parties, it was 
found impossible to do so, and, though re· 
grettecl at the time, it had to be submitted to. 
He hoped, however, they would now deal 
with the question on a really broader basis. 

J\Jr. BuzACOTT said he almost regretted 
that he should have to support the resolu­
tions; but he had to do so bel'ause, were he 
to oppose them, it would be inconsistent with 
what he stated on the floor of the House 
twelve months ago. It was then argued, he 
remembered, and by none more strongly than 
by honorable meml,ers on the Opposition 
side of the House, that insteacl of the Govern· 
mcnt trying to upset eyerything by intro­
ducing a land measure, they ought to 
have gone under the existing Acts and 
made such resumpiions as those Acts pro­
Yided for. He was one of those who coin­
cided with that opinion, and he had seen no 
reason to alter it. He considered it 'ms a 
happy thing for Queensland tl•at the land 
Bill forced through that House last session 
was thrown out elsewhere. He thought that, 
had it become law, they would ere this have 
seen good reason to regret that ever the time 
of the House had been occupied in forcing 
through such a measure as that was. vVith 
regard to these resumptions, he said he sup­
ported them with regret, because he did not 
feel at all sure that the proposal was a fair 
one. He heard there were certain honorable 
members on the :'11inisterial side of the House 
who were allowed to escalJe--

HoNOHABLB J\1EMBERS on the Government 
benches: Name, name. 

l\lr. HuzACOTT: He was scarcely in a posi­
tion to name them ; bnt he had beC'n informed 
on excellent authority, that there were two 
honorable members on the other side of the 
House whose runs it was proposed not to 
interfere with. And he thought, from what 
he lmC'W personally of other distri<.'is in which 
the resumptions were proposed, that the 
greater portion of those resumptions were not 
qnite as fair as he could wish to see. At the 
same time, he did not wish to say that the 
honorable the Minister for Lands, in proposing 
the rPsumptions, had intentionally acted in an 
unfair way to any lessee. He believed he had 
acted to a great extent on the recommenda­
tions of the commissioners; but he would ask 
why he did not act wholly on the recommen­
dations of the commissioners? vYhy did he 
say, when the commissioners recommended 
certain runs for resumption, " \Ve will take 
some and leave others"? He did not think 
that honorable genHeman had, in his opening 
spePch, explained with sufficient clearness to 
the House, why he made the selections. He 
was very much ·surprised to hear an honorable 
member behind him say !lw evils which had 
arisen in Victoria had bPen caused by constant 
disputes and the legislation which had taken 
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place tlwre, with rc>gard to the alienation of 
Crown lands. \Vhy, it was the opinion of 
every one who harl sturlicd the history of 
Yictoria, that what that colony was suffering 
from was protection. 

HoNORABLE ~IEJ£BERS: Hear, hear. 
1\lr. BuzACOTT: He thought the land laws 

of Victoria were ex:ll·emcly injudicious, and he 
thought honorable members on the other side 
of the House, if tlwy could, would have 
forced this colony into a ~imilar prcdieament. 
He believed, ifthPJ had their way last ~cssion, 
they would have seen QuePnsland in a pretty 
state to-day, and h<', therefore, congratulated 
the House and the colony, that the honorable 
the .Minister f0r Lands had now come forward 
with something like a reasonable pro-posal. 
"With rcgarcllo tlw rc>sumptions proposed to be 
made in the distriet lw represented, it was pro­
posed totake from Areher and Company 2G,CYDO 
acres. Now this fL·m had already relinquished 
160,000 acres, and he thought the honorable 
the Minister for Lands should have confined 
his proposal to some part of the district which 
would have been considered equally desirable 
by the selector, without further interfering 
with that firm, who had -voluntarily given up 
such a large area. He belie\'ed, loo, t.bat this 
area -proposed to be resumf'd was subjPct to 
inundation, and he was informed that, if any 
homesteads were created there, it would be 
found that a most serious mistake had been 
committed. He hoped, therefore, that bt>fore 
this place was thrown open to selection tcr 
homestead, as he understood it was to be, the 
Minister for Lands ·would inquire into the cir­
cumstances, for he l·ould not conceive a more 
serious evil than placing land open for sBlection 
when it was unfit or umafe for occupation by 
selectors. It had been asked by an honorable 
member, why bad nnt the .Ministry brought in 
acomprehensive lanrlscheme? \Vhy? He said 
because they were incapable of doing so. He 
thought that last year, when they had m"ery 
opportunity, with ~1 po\Yerful majority behind 
them, they pro,'ed they had not what 
the country rpquired; and finding them­
selves unable to bring in a comprehensive 
mPasure suited to the circumstances of 
Queensland, they get wiser, and now asked 
for these very Ltoderate re,rnmptions. A 
great deal had been said· about the evil 
which would arise tc the colony from the 
alienation of Crown lands, but he had no 
apprehensions as to any such evil; although 
the Crown might part with its land, it did 
not part with ils control over it, and if the 
whole of the lanclH of the colony were alien­
ated, he should not fear but that the 
lwnorable the 'l'r<asurer would find means 
for carrying on the Government. He con­
fessed he >Yas disappointed that the Govern­
ment had not proposed to resume any areas 
in the interior. He knew inland towns round 
which it was just as necC'ssary to have land 
open for srlection as anywhere about the 
coast, and he thought the House was entitled 
to expect that a measure would have been 

brought in before this, to meet the wants of 
the people who desired to settle round the 
inbncl towns. He wonld not occupy the 
time of the Hcmse further. He had heard 
quite enough, and more than enough, to satisfy 
him; and the more one listened to arguments, 
the more he was likely to become confused. 
Those men who were the strongest in argu­
ment generally knew nothing about the sub­
ject on which they spoke. 

The() >L<JNI.I.L TR&ASURER said he had not 
intended to occupy the time of the House, 
but a few remarks had been made by some 
lwuorable members on the other side of the 
House, that it was just as well to take notice 
of. The objections had been made to the 
resolutions on two grounds. Some honorable 
membPrs objected because the proposed re­
sumptions were toe> large, and others again 
objc,cted beeau;;e they were too small. Now, 
he thought it _must be obvious to every one 
who had taken part in the debates in that 
House on the question of the lands of the 
colony, that any one who attempted t? meet 
the wishes of every party would meet w1th the 
sa:ne fate as the old man who ha(! the donkey. 
The honorable member who had just sat 
clown referred to the towns in the interior, 
and intimakd that it was the duty of the 
Government to make provision for selection 
in thoge districts. Now, from a paper which 
he hPlcl it his hands, it appeared there were 
350,00() acred of land open for selection in 
the neighborhood of tnwns, so that he 
thought the honorable member for Rock­
hampton had discovered, in that respect, "a 
mare's nest." Another objection taken to 
the course the Government pursued-by 
the honorable member for Port Curt is­
was, that the House was entitled to sec 
what legislation tlw Government proposed 
intrc;clncing before they were asked to agree 
to these resumptions. He thought there was 
no force whateyer in that argument. If 
that. honorable member denied that there 
existed a demand for land, he could under­
stand the objection; but, admitting that a 
demand did rx:ist, it would be just as reason­
able to ask the Government to propound 
a land measure before sati.•fying ex:isting 
demands, as it would be to tell a hungry man 
he must wait until he was told how his 
victuals were to be cooked for him, The 
honorable member f(Jr Hockhampton said he 
conla not undersf:ancl why certain runs had 
been omitted; but, he thought, if that honor­
able nwmber had attencled to what the 
honorablc the Minister for Lands said, he 
would have bPcn quite sati~fied on that point. 
The reason given was that the land already 
rc•smned on those runs had not yet been 
taken up ; aud to that question, he considered 
that a very satisfactory answer. The honor­
ab1e member for :Vl aranoa stated that the 
whole of the reveu.ue clerin~cl from the public 
lands went into general revenue. Now, in 
the first place, he was incorrect, as nearly a 
million had gone to immigration purposes ; 
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and, in the next, he would point out the 
inconsistency of that honorable member ; 
because the first time he addressed the House 
this session, he took the greatest exception to 
that portion of the Government policy which 
provided for the very thing he now objected 
to-the construction of public works by 
means of land sales-and said it was a shame 
that the whole of' the land revenue should go 
to general revenue. It had been said that 
the necessities of the Treasury had induced 
the Government to modify their land policy. 
He thought the honorable member for Port 
Ourtis said so. 

Mr. PALMER: Very likely. 
The OoLo;-nAL TREASURER: Because the 

honorable member knew nothing whatever of 
the subject. He would like to know what 
the honorable member for Port Ourtis knew 
about the necessities of the TrPasury. He 
was not aware of thPm, and he thougM he 
ought to know quite as well as the honorable 
member ±:or Port Ourtis if there were anything 
of the kmd. He saw a good deal in the 
columns of public journals on the subject; 
but, beyond that, he was not aware of any 
nece,;sities of the Treasury ; be could not find 
them out. He only knew that he was in the 
receipt of constant applications from managers 
of banks who were anxious to have G-overn­
ment funds on deposit. As for the necessities 
of the Treasury, he was in perfect ignorance 
of them, and he would be very glad to hear 
what they were. However, as he should 
adclre3s the House on this subject on Tuesday 
next, he would not say any more on the 
question at present. But, before he sat down, 
he might say, with regard to remarks made 
with reference to the sale of land on Cecil 
Plains being to stop a gap in the Treasury-if 
it had not been said there, it had been said 
out ot doors-that the Government did not 
receive a single penny; the whole amount 
was paid in· land orders. 

Mr. PECHEY said he would like to make 
one or two remarks on the subject; and, in 
the first place, he wished to follow briefly the 
course that had been taken by the opposite 
side of the House from the time of separa­
tion clown to the present clay with regard to 
the resumption of land for ~ettlement. At 
the time when this colony formed part of the 
colony of New South \Vales, the pastoral 
lessees of that colony were threatened with 
a Bill which has since become known as 
"Robertson's Free Selection Act," and fear­
ing their runs in what was now Queensland 
would be interfered with, they agitated 
strongly, and in that agitation they were 
joined by the towns to a considerable extent. 
They agi1.atecl strongly for the separation of 
Moreton Bay from New i::3outh Wales, in 
order, as he had heard gentlemen of that 
class remark, to make Queensland "a squat­
ters' paradise." 'l'o a great extent they 
succeeded. The population of Queensland, 
at the time of separation, was very small to 
what it was now. Rockhampton was then 

about the ultima tl.ule of the north; the 
township of Dalby was almost so to the 
west. After separation there was agitation 
on the part of the pPople in the towns­
those who were desirous of becoming free­
holders and obtaining land upon which to 
settle and cultivate. This agitation was met 
by a sop from the squattin~ Assembly which 
was then returned, in the shape of what was 
called the Agricultural Reserves Act, setting 
apart some 5,000 acres within a certain dis­
tance of a few towns of the colony. These 
5,000 acres, in almost every case, were picked 
from the most valueless lands, lands that were 
utterly useless to the pastoral tenants of the 
Crown, and in a few cases where they could 
not get sufficient, utterly valueless land--

The SPEAKER: I think the honorable mem­
ber is wandering from the subject. 

Mr. PECHEY: I am following up the ques­
tion. 

The SPEAKER: The question is-
" That in order to encourage'the settlement of 

population in the settled districts o£ the colony, 
and in pursuance o£ section 10 o£ " Crotlln 
Lands Alienation Act of 1868," this House re­
solves to resume from the leases o£ the under­
mentioned runs the areas hereinafter specified as 
described in the schedule laid on the table of 
this House of the lands proposed to be resumed 
from the runs in the said districts ; " 

and the remarks of the honorable member 
are totally at variance from the resolution. 

Mr. PEOHEY : The resolution before the 
House was:-" That in order to encourage 
the settlement of population in the settled 
districts," and so forth, and his remarks were 
directed to making a resume on the manner 
in which it had been encleavorecl to encourage 
the settlement of population in the settled 
districts. He could not therefore see how he 
was in any degree wandering from the subject 
of the resolutions. If a member ofthe House, 
in speaking to a resolution, could not draw a 
comparison between what had gone before 
and what was now attempted to be done, 
debate must cease. He was referring to 
what had been clone in order to encourage 
settlement under the Agricultural Reserves 
Act, and was pointing out that these reserva­
tions were not selected in proper places. It 
might be that he did so with the intention of 
showing that certain portions of land men­
tioned in this resolution were not those best 
suited to encourage settlement, and it might 
bear upon the resolution in various ways, and 
therefore he trusted he might be allowed to 
proceed with his argument. As he said before, 
in some instances where a sufficient quantity 
of utterly valueless land, to constitute the 
re,oerves, could not be found within the re­
quired distance, a certain amount of good land 
had to be taken. So far as his own district 
was concerned he could conscientiously state, 
from his own knowledge of the district as a 
surveyor working there at that time, that in 
every instance where a strip of really good 
country happened in this way to be included 
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within the limits of one of these reserves, it 
was what had lately been called- they had not 
the term in the colony-dummied by the 
proprietors of the run. However, on these 
barren and unsuitable traets of country, 
thus set apart, an amount of settle­
ment took place. A grPat many men 
were induced to emigrate to the colony 
under the pretence that land suitable for 
agriculture would be open for settlement. 
They came to the colony; they took up land, 
which was certainly not the best suited for 
settlement, and many almost broke their 
hearts in their efforts to clear it and cultivate 
it, while at the same time splendid land for 
agricultural purposes was, to use an expres­
sion of one of the greatest of' colonial legisla­
tors, "only waiting to be tickled to laugh a 
harvest." The demand for land, for settle­
ment, gradually increasing, began to be felt 
in that Uhamber, and those favorable to 
settlement formed themselves into the nucleus 
'of the party now sitting on that side of the 
House. The thing went on; the Act of 1856 
was passed, but that, the same as the Act of 
1861, was turned to very bad account in some 
instances. Still, in a few cases bo111'l fide 
settlement was secured, and population in­
creased, and liberal ideas extenaed further 
and further into the bu%h. Then came the Act 
of 1868, under which the resumption of one 
half of the runs took plam•. In his own 
district, he believed ninE'·tenths-lw might 
sav nineteen-twentieths of the land 'Was 
secured by the former pastoral lessee, ancl the 
runs were leased by otl1er parliPs, who were 
using them at the present day, simply for 
pastoral purposes. At the same time, in a 
few out-of-the-way corners, a number of 
settlers rnanag<•d to make a settlement, and 
the strength of the Liberal party went on 
increasing. oo much so did it increase, 
that in spite of tl1e very unC1ir manner in 
which the eleetorates of the colony were 
divided, the result was the acces•ion of that 
party to poY>er. They had been twitted by 
many lwnorable members on the other side 
of the House-the GoYernment had been 
twiUPd, with either haYing done too mnch or 
too littl ; this thing, that thing, and the 
other thing had been said of them, and it had 
been pointed out that no doubt whatever the 
1\linislry had done or might, do, they would 
be sure to be found fault with by the Oppo­
sition. There was not the slightest doubt 
it was the duty of the Opposition to find fault 
with the M in is try; but still a querulous and 
factious opposition, he thought, would never 
lead to the good of the country, and such was 
the opposition he considered had emanated from 
those benches that evening upon this qul'stion. 
]\; ow, th.c ministry had been t0ld that they 
had a majority at their backs; they had been 
told that they wPrc a servile majority, and an 
improper majority in many respects, and 
therefore they could do as they pleased. 
Now, the lwnorable n:wrnbPrs who made 
those assertions must have known pl'rfectly 

K 

well that they could not do as they pleased. 
They must have known that there was 
another branch of the Legislature which had 
also to be consulted in the passing of mea­
sures, and that, although the Ministry might 
have a majority in that House, there were 
other things to be considered in other 
places before anything could become the law 
of the land. Now, a man, if he did a wrong 
action, he was condemned; but if a man having 
done a wrong action, placed the blame or 
the consequences of that action upon another 
man's shoulders, he was still more to blame. 
These were the tactics of the gentlemen oppo­
site to-night. He had attempted to trace the 
mannt>r in which the country had been pre­
vented from being settled by the party 
represented by the present Opposition down 
to the time of the passing of the Hedistri­
bution Bill, and now he would ask whether 
the great dilficulties that the Ministry were 
placed in last session, and the difficulties that 
they evidently had to contPnd with this 
session, had not all occurred from this fact 
-that af'tpr encouraging the settlement of 
population in the settled d1stricts of the 
colony to such an extent that the gentlemen 
who now occupied the JYiinisterial benches 
were applied to to take that position-whether 
it was not through the action taken with regard 
to a collateral branch of the Legislature by 
the leader of the present Oppo~ition, that all 
these difiiculties had arisen? 'When they had 
a Land Bill passpd last session, it went no 
further than that House; when they had reso­
lutions passed last session, thPy went no fur­
ther than that House; when thPy had a Bill, 
dealing in a liberal spirit with what \\'as much 
demanded by the different constituencies of 
the colony, 1 assed through tlmt House last 
session, it also was thrown back upon them. 

The SPEAKER : I mmt remind the horror­
able member that he is wandering from the 
question, and I think it is the duty of horror­
able members to support me. The honorable 
member is decidedly wandering from the 
question. It has nothing to do with the 
olher H "H'e, or Bills passed last session. 

Mr. P~,'HEY submitted that the measures 
he had mentioned as having been passed 
through that Hou ~e on a former occasion 
were measures that led up to the principle 
of the resolution-the settlemrnt of popula­
tion on the lands within the srttled districts, 
and he trusted he would be allow0d to draw 
a comparison between the fate those mea m res 
met with and iho fate which a measure such 
as that spokPn of by honorable members 
opposite might have met with, if it had been 
larger than that under discussion. They had 
asl~ed for a full loaf, as said by honorable 
members, and were rpfused ; and they now 
ask('d for a few crumbs to see if they, too, 
would be refused However, as it sePmed 
his remarks appeared to the honorable the 
Speaker-for whose decisions he had every 
respect-to be 'mndering from the direct 

i question, he would ondeavor to confine him-
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self to that question. With regard to the 
portion of the country he had the honor to 
represent, he might say that the areas set 
down in the resolution were extremely small, 
and he had not the slightest doubt that, as 
far as the district of Aubigny was concerned, 
every acre of this land would be applied for 
at the first land court, if it were thrown open 
for selection. He believed this would also 
be the case in the district surrounding it, 
with which he was acquainted; and he hoped 
and trusted that, if his expectations were 
fulfilled, the Ministry would be prepared to 
come down with a further resolution for the 
resumption of more land, before the session 
closed. Now, certain remarks were made by 
the honorable member for Maryborough, 
which, to a certain extent, he endorsed; and, 
although thvt honorable member did not fully 
explain himself to his comprehension, yet, 
as far as he understood him, his remarks 
would lead to the conclusion that he meant 
to say, that they should seek a revenue from 
the sale of those lands. Now he thought it 
would be very bad policy to seek revenue 
from the sale of land. He believed they 
would derive much more revenue indirectly 
by securing population, and thereby increasing 
the traffic on Lhe rail way lines, and increasing 
the customs receipts, than they would by 
putting land up to auction and selling it at a 
pound an acre. As that honorable member 
also said, they had in these lands a great 
capital, which belonged to the country at 
large ; and he did not considl'r that, if they 
gave the land away for bona fide settlement, 
they would be parting with it at a bad price. 
He thought, if they got settlers on the land, 
they had a much finer capital than having the 
land without settlers. This land was now 
mere sheep-walks, doing no good beyond 
feeding a few sheep; whereas, if they settled 
a few thousand families there, it would be 
doing good to the revenue of the colony, ten 
times what would be lost by not putting the 
lands up to auction. 

lvir. IVORY said the last gentleman who 
addressed the House had called the opposition 
-as he was pleased to call it--that had taken 
place to these resolutions a " factious oppo­
sition;" but as far as he (.Mr. Ivory) had been 
able to see, there had been no opposition to it. 
Every cne had, more or less, admitted that the 
resumptions were necessary, but there was 
one opposing remark with regard to them 
which had not been answered, and that was 
that the question should not be dealt with 
until such times as certain returns already 
called for, had been laid on the table of the 
House. Until they got those returns, they 
were simply acting according to the ipse dixit 
of the honorable the Minister for .Lands, and 
as he was not always immac11late in his views, 
and, moreover, as he stated the resumptions 
were founded entirely on the reports of com­
missioners, he thought it was due to the 
House, before going into such an important 
matter, that they should have the re1Jorts of 

the commissioners, at the very least, laid 
before them. The honorable member for 
Rockhampton had said he supported these 
resumptions unwillingly, and characterised 
the Government as being incapable of bringing 
in a comprehensive measure dealing wrth the 
land que~tion, and he entirely endorsed those 
remarks. He believed the Government were 
utterly incompetent to take a comprehensive 
view of anything. Not only were they in­
compdGnt, but he said they were positively 
unwilling to settle the land question. They 
kept it like a sweet morsel to roll under their 
tongues, and keep the country in a state of 
fermentation. But for the question of the 
lands the Government would not sit on their 
benches for a week. He agreed also with 
the objection of the honorable member for 
Maranoa to a great extent. He thought 
there should be resumption to a certain extent. 
He knew, in one instance, in his own elec­
torate, there was a town, with good land sur­
rounding it, where there was none at all open 
for selection. His views, with regard to this 
question, were that, in the vicinity of populous 
towns in the interior, where people were 
rearing families, they should have the same 
facilities for acquiring land at the same price 
as people within the settled districts had. 
'l'he honorable member for 1'oowoomba had 
remarked that many honorable members on 
that side of the House had expressed "Lheir 
approval of the action of the Government 
during the recess. Well, to a certain extent, 
he did approve of the action of the Govern­
ment, but only in this, that they had taken 
such action as would decidedly point the eyes 
of the eountry to the rottenness of the existing 
land laws ; and, holding these views, he cer­
tainly thought, in his own mind, that before 
taking any further steps with regard to the 
lands, it was the duty of the Mmistry at 
present in power to have brought in some 
comprehensive Bill, and let it be seen in 
what way they were going to deal with the 
lands of the colony, and whether, in throwing 
open more land they were going to perpetuate 
this everlasting ferment, and give rise very 
possibly to still further litigation. The hon­
orable member for J\faranoa stated what, he 
believed, was positively the case. He held 
exactly the same views that he (Mr. Ivory) 
did with regard to the unlimited power vested 
in the hands oi the hrmorable the Minister for 
Lands. There could be no doubt in the 
mind of any dispassionate man, that the 
MiniGter for Lands was a pe,·fect autocrat in 
his department ; and, furthermore, there was 
not the slightest doubt that when he wished 
any mani}Jnlation to be carried on with re;..ard 
to the lands, he altered his commissioners. 
He removed one commissioner on the Dar­
ling Downs; and, to his own knowledge, there 
were certain reports sent from another dis­
trict which did not tally with his views, and 
this same commissioner, Mr. Coxen, he 
thought it was, was sent up to give a dif­
ferent report. He had not the slightest doubt 
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that, previous to leaving the office of the 
Minister for Lands, he had his orders in his 
pocket. He held that such power was what 
no country should tolerate to be vested in 
one man's hands. Although the Ministry 
tried to hoodwink themselves that there was 
no ery about it, he said there was a cry that 
there was too much power vested in the 
Minister for Lands, and not only that, but 
that it was made use of for political purposes. 
He had been called the champion of the 
dummiers, upon what grounds it was difficult 
to make out. He had said distinctly in the 
House that if dummying could be proved 
against any persons, the Government should 
have his support in ousting them. He 
held, and the hnnorable member for Mary­
borough had furnished him with the very 
argument which he was in want of, that if a 
previous Executive had led persons to go into 
spl'culation with regard to the land, or to 
invest money-possibly some selectors had 
borrowl'd money to go on the land-and 
encouraged them, by receiving the rent, to 
think that no notice would be taken of the 
neglect of conditions, the Govl'rnment actually 
condoned the procerdings of the selectors 
whose rent they received; and that it would 
not be correct in a subsequent Executive to 
prosecute such selectors retrospectively for 
default. The actions brought during the recess 
had opened the eyes of the country to the 
badness of the land laws, and that was their 
only good. The Government should provide 
a remedy for the defects of the law ; but, 
instead of doing so, they held its penalties in 
te?·rorem over the selectors. They were 
injuring the credit of the country· by so 
doing ; they were stopping the people from 
settling on the land; they were deterring 
them from making any improvements. He 
agreed with the honorable member for Mary­
borough as to what ought to be done with the 
land unselected on Darling Dovvns, which 
district had the benefit of a railway through 
its midst that vvas paid for by the whole 
country. After having got rid, through some 
mistake, of so much of the very best land in 
the colony, the House should, at all events, 
ma',e the most they could of the little 
remaining. There vvas not the slightest 
doub.t about it, if that land should bP throvvn 
open for homestead selection, there would be 
numerous people upon it; but, as was shown 
by the honorable member for 11aranoa, the 
moment they had complied with the home­
stead conditions, they would find somebody 
in the neighborhood-a large proprietor-who 
would give them a premium for their 
selections. vVith regard to Clifton land, he 
had heard that it was withdrawn for home­
stead settlement, and that Mr. Tooth was 
prepared, if it was put up to auetion, to pay 
£10 an acre for it. If that gentleman was 
vnlling to do that, a poor man who should go 
upon it, and pay 15s. an acre, would be ready 
to hand his selection over to Mr. Tooth for 
£10; and the country would be the loser to the 

extent of the difference in the prices. Capital 
would find its level, and the ultimate result 
would be, that it would command the land. 
The question was, was the country to be 
benefited or not by the alienation of the land P 
He did not feel inclined to vote, and he 
should not vote, for the resumptions proposed, 
at present. He saw that the House wanted 
information; they wanted to see the returns 
called for by honorable members ; they 
wanted the reports of the commissioners, to 
see why certain runs had been selected and 
why others had been left out; and for the 
purpose of giving the Government an oppor­
tunity of furnishing that information, which 
he deemed essential, he should move the ad­
journment of the debate. 

Question-That this debate be now ad­
journed-put. 

Mr. PETTIGREW said he had not antici­
pated that the debate would have taken 
the turn it had, and that an adjournment 
would be proposed. The House ha.d pretty 
well discussed the question, freely and fully, 
from all points of view ; but the fact was, 
they had lost sight of the main point at an 
early hour of the evening. It was very 
simple, namely, to encourage settlement in 
certain districts, and with that object to 
resume portions of certain runs. Was land 
required for settlement or not ? 

HoNORABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear. 
Mr. PETTIGREW: He should take hiR own 

district, and he stated as a fact which the 
Minister for Lands could substantiate, that 
the settlement on Laidley Creek made the 
railway station at Laidley one of the best 
paying on the Southern and Western line. 
A large quantity of agricultural produce was 
conveyed thence up and down the country. 
On one bank of the creek, the last selection 
was made ten months ago. It was made by 
a poor German, who took to the surveyor the 
last money he had in the world. He saw 
that man get a J 00· bag of Hart's flour to 
start with, to take up his selection. That 
man went on the land, but he was altogether 
deceived in it. There was a big high scrub 
on it, and vvhen he had cleared all about him, 
instead of having 80 acres of good land he 
he had only about 3t acres. He put in his 
crops ; but he could not, for the life of him, 
see why he should not go from his bad land 
across the creek to the other land where he 
saw no fencing. If he had been careful to 
look, however, he would have seen a narrow 
furrow run here and there-which was the 
way that some persons had complied with 
the conditions of the Act of 1868. Land was 
required, and a sufficiency of land, too. His 
(Mr. Pettigrcw's) opinion was that the Gov­
Prnment had not given his electorate enough. 
He did not want to make a complaint now ; 
but he must .say that the Government had 
not resumed enough land ;-his successor, or 
somebody else, would embrace the oppor­
tunity of calling upon them to put more 
land into the market. In his district, no 
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real agricultural land had been thrown 
open for more than three years. lf it 
was not for the scrubs that were in vVest 
M oreton, not a fresh agricultural settler 
would have been able to come into the dis­
trict during that time, unless he had gone up 
to Fassifern, or far away from means of 
carriage, where he must grow maize, and, 
unless in a year of scarcity, could hardly exist. 
He (Mr. Pettigrew) must say that the people 
were settling in the scrubs for agricultural 
purposes, and really the scrubs were the best 
land for agricultural settlement. He stated 
this from his own experience and from what 
he had Reen many farmers obtain. If the 
pr~sent Government Pould not give the people 
land, or would not do so, they would have to 
resign, and some other Government would do 
what was required. If land was not put into 
the market, he believed the country would 
come to a standstill in a very short time, 
Immigration must be stopped, and then 
everything would be stopped. Money was 
now being lost to the colony ; people were 
going over the border, and they were leaving 
the country in every direction because tlwy 
were not able to get land. Look at this dis­
trict. There would be only one party, 
perhaps a sec md, punished at all by the 
resumptions proposed. .Vlost of the run­
holderR had made large selections already, 
and they still continued to take up pastoral 
land and to fence it, in order to protect them-
8elves. Of other distr;cts he knew nothiHg, 
and he did not intend to interfere. The 
houorable member for Burnett had said the 
Government would not last if they settlPd 
the land question. If the Government did 
not settle it, and not only the land question, 
but the education question, this session, he 
(Mr. Pettigrew) should not support them; 
and he believed the majority of the House 
held the same opinion. The House were 
tired of those questions and the agitation 
upon them ; and they ought to be iieLtled, so 
that something else could be done for the 
country. A great deal had bpen said about 
the commissioners. He should be inclime>cl, 
in a new Land Bill, to make certain amend­
ments upon the existing state of things. He 
held that if the land bailiffs had been appointed 
earlier under the Act of 1868 they would have 
prevented dummying from the start; they 
would have watched selectors, and have seen 
that they all did their duty. 'l'hey were of 
great use, and had caused more improvements 
to go on than any other means that had been 
adopted t0 enRure the fulfilmen G of the con­
ditions of selection. By and bye, he should 
have an opportunity of spPalting about the 
Attorne1 •· ;eneral and the law oificl'r, and 
the priilciple or no principle upon whieh land 
was recovered from the dunumes; meantime, 
the country was demanding hind, and the 
Government had taken the simplest way to 
enable the people to get it. 

Mr. W. t:'coTT said he did not inti'nd to 
vote against the resolutions, but he was tlis-

appointed in the policy of the Government as 
shown in the measure of resumption that 
they now proposed. He had expected them, 
in the interests of the" Great Liberal Party," 
tQ bring for\Yard a comprehensive and decided 
land policy. They were a GoYernment of 
great ideas, j dging from their trans-conti­
nental railway schen;e, and from much talk. 
But when they came to action, their per­
formances were tinkering and temporising. 
They would reserve wme land now, and they 
wouid want some more next session. vVhy 
not have the wl1ole subject dealt with and 
settled at once P The proposed resumptions 
were very much out of proportion He 
should, for instance, take two runs belonging 
to the same owners, Bell and Sons. J imbour 
earried 200,000 sheep, rmd Buaraba had a 
carrying capacity of 4,000 head of cattle. or, 
say 20,000 sheep. From the latter run, 
12,000 acres were to be resumed, and from 
the former 11,000. Why should an outside 
run like Buaraba, not near a railway, have so 
much taken out of it; when Jimbour, which 
was much better lancl, and accessible, and of 
mnch greater extent, hatl so little tak<>n from 
it P He would m•1ch sooner see the Govern­
ment propose to resume all the runs in the 
settled districts, and, aeting upon the advice 
of the Upper House, last session, provide 
compensation for the lessees. \Vhy not allow 
5! or 3! per cent., which the other Hou~e 
would willingly accept, as comp· nsation for 
cancelling their leases Lr the time they had 
yet to run? 

An HoNOllABLE J\fE~fBER: Ten per cent. 
Mr. vY. SCOTT: He dursL say thf'y would 

be glad to aceept something less. He was 
very glad to hear the honorable m?mber for 
Carnarvon speak about the extensron of the 
settled districts. Cl'he JVIini&ter for Lands 
should take that matter into co~sideration. 
H<' (sir. Scott) would gladly support a 
measure to take the whole vratershed from 
the heads of the Dawson and the Comet to 
the southern boundary line of the colony, and 
thus extending Schedule B. there would be 
no need to touch other lands for a number 
ot' years. It was all very well, resuming land 
from year to year, aDd bringing in a new Land 
Bill every sPssion; but when people who 
started from the old ccuntry for Qucensbnd 
found on their arriral in the colony that the 
land law waR changed, how could it be ex­
pected that tlw country would be attmctiYe, 
or that immigrants when they came woulLl 
remain in the colony P The pickle that the 
land law was now in deterred settlers from 
taking up land and from carrying ont im­
provements on holdings already taken up. If 
the law was in a propPr state, and there was 
plenty of land open for selection, and the 
publie knew the cm1ditions, the colony would 
advance in settlement, and population would 
increase. There wPre somewhert' abvut thirtv 
millions of acres of laud for ;ekction, and lie 
did not believe that half-a-million al'res had 
been taken up. If it was opened to the puLliu 
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in a fair and straightforward manner, he ven­
tured to say that a different state of things 
would soon be seen. Encourage setllement, 
and there was nothing to be afraid of for the 
colony. He blamed the Government for 
this present action, but he should give 
tht'm his support for having taken measures 
to npset those parties who had tried to secure 
land fraudulently, and his support was given 
to them on that ground alone. Having once 
begun, they muRt carry on the prosecutions 
impartially. He did not believe in the charge 
of partiality that ·was made against them. It 
was their duty to carry on the prosecutions, 
and to show favor to no one, friend or oppo­
nent. He was very much astonished to hear 
the exeuse of the Colonial Treasurer of the 
]WP,;cnt system of throwing open the lamls. 
The honorable member for Port. Curtis had 
pointed out that \Vidgee wa~ not one of the 
runs inclndPd in the previous propo;,al for 
resnmptions; and, now, nearly the whole was 
to be takrn. That land was not requirPd, and 
it was strange that sueh a change should have 
taken place in the intentions of the Govern­
ment, in so short a time. He (l\fr. Scott) was 
disappointed in the system of the Govern­
ment; but he should :yet hope to see them 
bring forward a comprehensive scheme. Until 
they did so, the public would neve1· know 
what to expl•c;t in the way of inJrrference 
with the lands. He wished to move, if the 
honorable mrmber for Burnptt IYould consent., 
that the adjoumment of the dt>bate should 
take place until the corresponc1Pnce with the 
commissioners. and the land agents' reports, 
and all other documents with rPference to the 
resumptions proposed, should be laid on the 
table of the Home. 

The RPEAKER told the honorable member 
that, ur:der no circumstances, c•ould he move 
such au amendment on the motion. 

Mr. "\7\r. ScoTT: He should like to know 
why? Another question he had to refer to 
was suggested by ll"hat the honorable mem­
ber for :Y1 aranoa had said. If land was gone, 
he did not know what better f'ould be done 
for the country than to introduce a land tax. 
He was prepared to support a land tax, whirh 
would prevent monopoly; and he thought the 
sooner it was initiated the better. 

Mr. TnoMPSON considered the question 
before the House a very narrow one-that 
resumption should take p;ace. lfe had no 
doubt that there was a great demancl for land; 
whether it was a hona.fide demand or not be 
did not know, and he l'ai no intention to 
enter into that que~tion. If he thought that 
the proposed r<>smnption was fair, or that the 
scheme of the Govemment was fair, he should 
unhesitatingly support it. But, in the face 
of the meagre statement of the Minister for 
Lands, which merely amounted to this-from 
information received, he hacl done so-and-so 
-he did not hesitate to say that he should 
oppose the motion until he got some informa­
tion, such as the honorable member who 
spoke last wished for. But, in the face of 

the majority that the Government had, it was 
totally useless making any stand on a point 
like that. He saw perfectly well that, having 
seated a man in the House, whom he CM r. 
Thompson) declined to call the honorable 
member for Logan, without any return--

The SPEAKFR said the honorable member 
was out of order in questioning a decision of 
the House and treating its action with dis­
respect. The question was the resumption 
of lands. 

Mr. Trro~PSON : The line of his argument 
\Vas the strength of the Government, and he 
was showing that, to increase their strength 
in the House, they had done· an illegal act. 
It might be against the rules to illustrate as 
he had done, but he shou1d word his argu­
ment in such a manner that it would be 
wiLhin the rules of the House. The Govern­
ment were so strong that it was quite possible 
for them to elect Mr. James Gibson, the 
returning offirer for Logan, to a seat in the 
Chamber for the district of Burke--

The SPEAKER informed the honorable mem­
ber that he was wandering from the question 
bPfore the House, which had nothing to do 
with the return of Mr. Gibson or any one 
else. 

Mr. TnoMPSON : \Vith great deference to 
the Chair, his was a fair line of argument ; 
and he gave, as a reason for not showing a 
strPnnous opposition to the Government, the 
power of that Governmpnt, and he wished to 
Rhow that their strength was such in the 
House that they had demonstrated it by 
what he could not but call a notorious 
instance of the violation of the law and prac­
tice of Parliament, by electing a m:m to the 
House who had not been duly returned--

1he SEcnETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS said 
be must call the honorable member to order. 
The honorable member was raising a dis­
cussion that was irregular. 

The SPEAKER was- understood to say that 
the honorablc member for Bremer was the 
last to speak disrespectfully of anything the 
House had assented to. In doing so, he was 
out of order. He must confine himself to 
the question before the House. 

Mr. TnoMPSON: Well, then he should sup­
pose a case to have happened in another 
colony, where a Government, backed by a 
strong majority in the Legislature, intro­
duced a person to the House as a member, 
who had never been returned, whose name 
was not endorsed on the writ of election by 
the returning officer, the Writ being nothing 
more than a piece of waste raper, as the 
returning officer might have resigned or been 
incapacitated in some other way. If such a 
thiug was told as having happened in any of 
the other colonies, honorable members would 
say it was impossible -that never were a 
Government so demented, that never a ma­
jority ruled in such a way, that never would 
a minority refuse to sit up all night to pre­
vent it. The minority were to blame ;-they 
should have sat up all night 
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HoNORABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear. 
Mr. THOMPSON : He was simply giving this 

a n &reason why he did not think it necessary · 
to oppose anything that came before the 
House when the Government were so strong 
that they could do anything which, if the 
House had not seen, they would believe to be 
impossible. The simple point he should con­
sider was, was the resumption proposed a fair 
one? He did not think so. On the con­
trary, it appeared on the face of it to be 
unfair. Some persons with small runs had 
been touched heavily, and others with large 
runs had been touched lightly. He wanted 
this explained. He had great confidence in 
the Minister for Lands. 

Mr. PALMER: It is more than I have. 
Mr. THOMPSON : Well, he saw he differed 

from his usual associates and companions. 
The honorable member wanted to take from 
a little run like Wivenhoe, 13,400 acres, 
while from a large run he took only 6,400 
acres. That was the mystery of the business 
which he (Mr. Thompson) wanted explained 
to him. It might be explained in this way­
that the run-holders whose land was resumed 
were consenting parties. If so, there must 
be some reason why they consented, and he 
should like to know the reason. If they 
were not consenting parties, how was it that 
they were touched so heavily where land was 
not required? He could show plenty of 
places in West Moreton, but it was not his 
business to do so, where land was required 
very much more than where resumptions 
were proposed-where the runs had not been 
before touched, and where the lessees were 
peculiarly favored. It was a very rema.rkable 
thing, and he should like to know why 24,480 
acres were taken out of Franklyn V ale, and 
none out of Laidley ? Perhaps it; was not to 
be got, but the House were not told so. 
There were many other things that he could 
talk about in connection with the proposed 
resumptions ; but it; was no use going into 
details. It was perfectly useless speaking in 
the House under the present 1'egime, and 
while it was possible that a member for 
Kennedy might be introduced into the House 
on the direction of the leader of the Govern. 
ment now in power. 

Mr. FooTE said it was a rule, seemingly, 
that every honorable member should say 
something on the question, and a great deal 
of time had been taken up unnecessarily. 
For his own part, he should be glad if the 
Government brought in another Land Bill. 
The way in which the question should be 
dealt with was by the introduction of a com­
prehensive measure, which, if it got the con­
sent of both Houses, would stand for five or 
six years. No doubt, the constant interfer­
ence with the land law was damaging to 
trade, especially damaging to parties holding 
large pecuniary interests in stations. Re­
ferring to the loss of the Land Bill and to 
the rejection of the resolutions for resumption, 
lait ~ession, he said their loss might have been 

judicious and have had a salutary effect; it 
was not for him to say. But; land was much 
wanted in the settled di8tricts of the colony. 
He approved of the position now taken up 
by the Minister for Lands. Finding that he 
had been overruled in two instances, the 
honorable gentleman came before the House 
with a very modest request; not that he did 
not think greater quan!;ities of land were 
required, not that a comprehensive Land Bill 
would not be beneficial, but because ht> had 
no hope of carrying large resumptions or 
Ruch a Bill as was required, in another place. 
The honorable gentleman hoped that l1is 
modest resumptions would meet the ap­
proval of both Houses, and in some degree 
meet, if not satisfy, the wants of the 
country. It had been remarked that some 
runs had been hardly dealt with, while others 
had been overlooked. The honorable member 
for Bremer had said that land resumed from 
Wivenhoe was not wanted. Well, that was 
just in a part of the district where it was 
absolutely wanted, as nearly a'll the available 
land on the banks of the Brisbane, the only 
place where good agricultural land could be 
got, had been taken up. In West More ton, 
there was scarcely an acre of good agricul­
tural land now open for selection, and settle­
ment had therefore been considerably hin­
dered. In the list of runs, he did not see 
Rosewood, which was contiguous to Laidley. 
That run abounded in good agricultural land, 
and he did not know why the Minister for 
Lands did not propose to resume a proper 
proportion from that run, which was in the 
very heart of agricultural settlement. If it 
was thrown open, the whole country round 
would soon be studded with small farms. He 
had mnch pleasure in supporting the resump­
tions proposed, at the same time that he 
wished that the Minister for Lands had seen 
fit to increase them in other places where 
settlement was desirable. 

The SECRETARY FOR LANDs said the honor­
able member for Hremer wanted to know 
why Franklyn Vale was resumed and not 
Laidley. In fact, in the books of the Depart­
ment of Lands there was no Laidley Hun. 
The two runs were consolidated. With 
regard to ltosewood, the whole run was 
taken. 

Mr. THOMPSON: What about Wivenhoe P 
The SEcnETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : It 

was reported that there was a large demand 
for land there, and the land was taken. 

11r. P.ALMER observed that the strongest 
argument for adjournment was brought for­
ward by tht> honorable gentleman on the other 
side of the House, in his very short explanation 
just now. The House wanted a great deal 
more information before they could agree to 
the resumption of lands asked for; and as 
several honorable members had used this 
same argument, the Secretary for Public 
Lands should give way. At; an early hour, 
he (Mr. Palmer) had called attention to the 
fact that the House had very little informa-
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tion on the subject before them; and, since, 
there had been no explanation from any 
member of the Government why land should 
be taken from particular runs and none from 
other runs. If the Minister for Lands wished 
to carry his resolutions through Parliament, 
he must be aware that the more information 
he gave, the more likely he was to get them 
supported. The Government might, with their 
overwhelming majority, carry them in the 
Assembly, but there was another place where 
more information would be demanded than 
was yet given about the resumptions, or it 
could hardly be expected that wholesale 
resumptions such as were proposed could 
pass. He (Mr. Palmer) should not oppose 
the resolutions ; but he maintained that, not­
withstanding all that had been said about 
land-hunger by certain honorable members, 
it had not yet been shown to the House that 
a demand for land existed. Whether the 
alleged demand existed amongst persons who 
really wanted to acquire land for their own 
occupation, o't amongst those who wanted it 
for speculative purposes ; or whether it was 
wanted by middle men who would take the 
greater part of the profits and sell to C11pi­
talists, the House had not been told. The 
House had not been furnished with any 
returns or proof that land was wanted ; and 
it was the fault of the Minister for Lands 
that such information was not in their hands. 
The honorable member for Burnett had 
called for such information; but in a weak 
moment, at the instance of the Minister for 
Lands, he withdrew his motion. If the 
honorable member had let the motion go, the 
returns would have been before the House, 
and there would have been very little debate 
on the resumptions. Believing, as he (Mr. 
Palmer) did, that the prosperity of the 
country required land to be resumed, where 
it should be resumed, he regretted the horror­
able gentleman's action iu this matter. He 
was sure it would be very satisfactory to the 
honorable gentleman for his resolutions to 
go un to the other House with the opinion 
of the Assembly unanimously in their favor, 
rather than that there should be a division 
forced upon them. It was possible to get all 
the information to-morrow, or, at all events, 
by the next Government business day. He 
could answer for himself and his friends that, 
if they saw the resumptions were fair, the 
honorable gentleman could carry his resolu­
tions with the unanimous voice of the House. 

Question put, and the House divided. 
While the tellers were taking the lis1s, 

Mr. THoMPSON said : Mr. Speaker-1 ob­
ject to the vote of Mr. Black. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : On what 
ground? 

Mr. THoMPSON : On the ground that he 
has not bPen returned to this House. 

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY: The honorable 
member is in contempt in disregarding a 
decision of the House. 

Mr. THoMPSON: I am not in contempt.· 

The division was declared, as follow:­
Ayes, 9; Noes, 24. 

Question resolved in the negative. 
The original question was then put, and 

the House again divided :-

AYES, 27. 
Meqgrs. Macalister, Stephens, Hemmant, 

Griffith, Buzacott, Miles, Foote, Lord, Douglas, 
Fryar, Beattie, Black, Macrossan, Hodgkinson, J. 
Thorn, Groom, King, Dickson, Stewart, Fraser, 
Edmondstone, Low, Pechey, Morgan, 1rV. Scott, 
Bailey, Pettigrew. 

NoEs, 8. 
Messrs. Palmer, ]\,forehead, J. Scott, Ivory, 

Thompson, Mcllwraith, Royds, and Graham. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 
The usual Message was ordered to be sent 

up to the Legislative Council, transmitting 
the resolutions for the concurrence of that 
House. 




