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1008 [COUNCIL.] 1les2tmption of Rznts. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Thursday, 16 J,i/y, 1874. 

Official Record of Debates-" llansard."- Audit Bill.­
Proposecl Resum1)tion of Runs.-Appropriation Bill. 

O:FFICIAI, RECORD OF DEBATES­
" HAJ'\SARD." 

The Hon. A. H. BROWN moved-
That the Legislative Assembly's message of the 

9th Jnly, with a report from the Seleet Com­
mittee on the system of the publication of the 
official record of debates in Parliament, be 
restored to the paper. 

Question put and passed. 
The Hon. A. H .. BRowN then moved­
'l'hat the report from the Select Committee of 

ihe Legislative Assembly, and the minutes of 
eYidence, be printedt 

Question put and passed. 
The consideration of the J\fessagc was made 

an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

AUDIT BILL. 
On the motion of the PosTMASTER-GENERAL, 

the House went into committee for the 
consideration of the Legishttive Assembly's 
message with reference to the Council's 
amendment in this Bill and objecting to the 
insertion of new clause 30, as follows:-

"The Auditor-General shall hayc full power to 
make from time to time orders or rules for the · 
conduct of the internal business of his department 
aml to promote or suspcn(l any of the officers 
clerks an cl others employed therein and to pre­
scribe regulations and forms for the guidance of 
public accountants in making up and rendering 
their perioclieal accounts for confirmation Pro­
vided always that all such regulations and forms 
shall be approyed by the GoYernor in Council 
previously to the is~ue thereof." 

The words " for confirmation," before the 
proviso, were omitted ; and the word, " pro­
motions," was inserted between " such" and 
"regulations," and the clanse, as so amended, 
"·as agreed to, and reported to the House. 

A Select Committee, consisting of the Hon. 
F. H. Hart, H. G. Simpson, and the Post­
master-General, was appointed to draw up 
the Council's reasons for amending their new 
clause 30, " with a view to meet" the 'I'Vishes 
of the Legislative Assembly, and upon the 
commith•e's report to this effect, a message 
was senl down in the usual way to the Lower 
House. 

PROPOSED .i;J:SUl\fPTION 0.!<' RUNS. 
The PosTMAsnu-G F.NERAL laid on the 

table of the House-Schedule of land pro­
posed to be resumed from runs in the settled 
districts of Darling Dom1s, Moreton, Wide 
Bay, l:'ort Curtis, and Kennedy, in pursuance 
of the powers conferred on the Legislature by 
the lOth section of the Act 31 Yictoria, No. 
46, and moYed that it be printccl. 

Question put and passed. 

The following message from the Legislative 
Assembly was received and read:-
" Mr. PRESIDENT, 

" 'rhe Legislative Assemblv having agrce:l 
to the following resolution, viz. :-

" That in order to encourage the settlement 
of population in the settled districts of the 
colony, and in pursuance of section 10 .of 'The 
Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1868,' this 
House resolves to resume from the leases o£ the 
undermentioned runs th., areas hereinafter speci­
fled, as deseribed in the schedule, laid on the 
table of this House, of the lands proposed to be 
resumed from the runs in the said district. 

SETTLED DISTRICT OF J\-IOREl'ON. 
AcrE"'. 
9,580 

17,[)90 
38,742 
91,520 
30,824 
80,000 
57,147 
29,760 
30,9()9 
68,320 
96,000 
76,800 
62,720 
85,820 
30,485 
59,880 
65,920 
34,5GO 
7l,Rl7 

120;320 
24,280 
22,400 
38,780 
17,974 
33,000 
47,560 
42,300 

9,445 
6,601 

19,490 

To be resumed from the 
Beaudesert Run. 
Bromelton Run. 
Buaraba Run. 
Colinton Run. 
Cochin Cochin Run. 
CooYarRun. 
Cre~sbrook Run. 
C'row's Nest Run. 
Dugandan Run. 
Durundur Run. 
Emu Creek Run. 
Eskdale Run. 
Fassifern Run. 
JTranklyn Yale Run. 
Grantham Run. 
Helidon Run. 
Kilcov Run. 
l\folc~mbe Run. 
l\[ount Brisbane Run. 
:Mount Stanley Run. 
Nindooimba Run. 
Palen Run. 
'ramrookam Run. 
Tarampa Run. 
Taromeo Run. 
Tclemon Run. 
Tent Hill Run. 
Undullah Run. 
vVayerley Run. 
Wiyenhoe Run. 

SETTLED DISTRICT oF DAllLING DowNs. 

44,436 Beauaraba Run. 
44,045 Canal Creek Run. 
53,306 Canning Downs Run. 
78,479 Cecil Plains Run. 
15,614 Clifton Run. 
49,920 East Prairie Run. 
14,086 Ellangowan Run. 
36,500 Irvingdale Run. 
18,370 Eton Yale Run. 
29,440 Goombungee Run. 
17,700 Goomburra Run. 
23,054 Gowrie Run. 

179,480 Jimbour Run. 
25,994 J onclaryan No. 1 Tract Run. 
6,316 Jondaryan No. 2 Tract Run. 
6,624, J omlaryan No. 3 Tract Run. 

11,680 Lagoon Creek Run. 
32,300 North Branch Run. 
14,980 Peel's Plains Ol' Felton Run. 
21,417 Pilton and Halclon Run. 
74,560 Rosalie Plains Run. 
36,060 Rosenthal Run. 
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A ores. 
10,768 
40,060 
13,864 
68,743 
10,560 
31,401 
11,094 

To be resumed from the 
South Toolburra Run. 
St. Ruth Run. 

116,500 

Tal~;ai Run. 
'l'unnnaville Run. 
Warra \Varra Run. 
West brook Run. 
West Prairie Run. 
Yandilla Run. 

SE1"l'LED DISTRICT OF \VIDE R~Y AND Bl!RNETT. 

9,627 Tantitha Run. 
53,500 Gin Gin Run. 
18,660 Miva Run. 
15,900 Gutchy Run. 
8,S81 Dunmora l:un. 

23,350 Curra Run. 
38,400 Bingera Run. 

SETTLED DISTRICT OF PORT 0URTIS. 

50,720 Barmoya Run. 
42,880 Booroon Run. 
9,920 Carrara R1m. 

34,560 Glenmore Run. 
17,600 Cawarral Run. 

102,120 Gracemerc Run. 
33,920 Mount Larcomb Run. 
26,2J.O Meadow Flats Run. 
14,,100 Riverston Run. 

SETTLED DISTRIC1' OF KENNEDY. 

11,400 Abington Run. 
28,160 Balnagowan Run. 
32,000 Greenmount Run. 
51,200 Hamilton and Hopetown Run. 
20,920 Homebush Run. 
49,920 Lanercost Run. 
14,000 Plain Creek Run. 

" Beg now to present the same to the Legislative 
Council for their concurrence. 

"W:lf. HENRY \VALSH, 

"Legislative Assembly Chamber, 
"Brisbane, 16th July, 1874." 

The PosTMASTER- GENERAL, 
moved-

"Speaker. 

by leave, 

That this mcsoage and the resolution be now 
taken into consicler,ttion. 

Honorablc members had seen the resolution 
on the paper of the Assembly, and knew what 
it was. They could not object to proceeding 
with it at once and adopting it, seeing that 
the other House had passed it. As the 
Council had aecepted the resumption clause 
of the Land Bill which, owing to their amend­
ments, had been shelved, there could be little 
difficulty in their arriving at a eonclusion 
upon the resolution without further delay. 
The Government deemed it expedient, in the 
interests of the public and in the interests 
likewise of the people who were flocking to 
these shores, not only from the mother 
country but from the other colonies, to 
bring forward the resolution for the resump­
tion of lands named in it ; and they did this 
in accordance with the tenth section of the 
Crown Lauds Alienation Aet of 1868, which 
authorised the resumption from the runs held 
under the ten years' leases in the settled 

3Y 

districts of areas not less than eight square 
miles, upon approval of both Houses of Parlia­
ment. The resolution included all the available 
laud in East and West Moreton and Darling 
Downs districts, with the exception of some 
little bits under eight square miles in area, 
which eould not be strictly resumed under the 
Actofl868. The Government asked for all, be­
cause they should not be aceused of partiality, 
as they would be, if they took some runs and 
not others. Honorable members would say 
that they were trying to save their friends 
and to act badly towards their enemies. In 
the Wide Bay, Port Curtis, and Kennedy 
districts, the Government deemed it right to 
take only certain runs which were likely to be 
settled upon; and, of course, in those districts, 
there was only a partial resumption proposed 
-where the people demanded land for settle­
ment. He might state, for the information 
of honorable members, that, at the present 
time, on only four of the halves of runs in 
Darling Downs District resumed under the 
Act of 1868, could a selector take UlJ the 
maximum of 10,000 aeres-Jimbour, Rosalie, 
Canning Downs, and Tummaville; and, there, 
most of the land was either broken ridges or 
wallaby country ; it was useless-the grass 
was eaten down by wallabies-the country was 
of such a rocky, bouldery nature, that it would 
be many years before it would be settled 
upon. It would be thrown in his teeth, 
doubtless, by a eertain class, that there was no 
demand for land. If such a statement should 
be made, he had to deny it in toto. With 
regard to the homestead areas under the Aet 
of 1872, he had to say that around Too­
woomba, Warwick, and Ipswieh, the wh~1le 
of the land was taken up bond fide by selec­
tors. The only place where the homestead 
areas were not taken up was Dalby; and he 
granted that very few seleetions had been 
made there. The reason was, that the land 
was not adapted for agriculture. But, in the 
other distriets that he had named, and par­
ticularly at Rockhampton, and other places 
in the neighborhood of towns, where the 
Government proposed to resume additional 
land, the land was absolutely needed; and he 
had no hesitation in stating that it would be 
all taken up ; and a much larger area than 
was proposed would be taken up by 
conditional purehasers. If ten times as 
much as had been resumed under the Act 
of 1872 had been available in Moreton 
and Darling Downs, it would all have been 
taken up as homestead selections, and it 
would have been settled by bond fide residents. 
That being the case, honorable members 
would have very little difficulty in coming to 
a determination that the land named in the 
resolution was really required for settlement. 
If the House should not agree to the resolu­
tion-he did not care to use threats-if some 
land was not given to the public, at the 
present time, there would be such a clamor 
before Parliament should meet again, that, in 
his opinion, no Government would be able to 
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exist forty-eight hours, unless they brought 
in a measure to throw open the whole of the 
land in the settled and the unsettled districts. 

HoNORABLE MEMBERS : Oh, oh! and Hear, 
hear. 

The PosTMASTER-GENERAL: Gentlemen in 
the unsettled districts of the colony had better 
take warning in time ! No Government would 
be able to stand against the force of popular 
opinion that would be brought to bear upon 
them in favor of opening the whole of the 
Crown lands of Queensland to selection. 
Consequently he hoped that honorable gentle­
men would see that it would be as well to 
stave off the evil day as long as possible, by 
giving up the land where he was anxious 
that resumption should take place. He did not 
know whether it was necessary that he should 
state anything further. He had before him 
a list of the runs : on many of them there 
was not, at the present time, eight square 
miles left to be resumed under the Act of 
1868. He did not refer to the Homestead 
Areas Act. It was not necessary for him to 
read the list. Honorable members were as 
well aware of the facts as he was. He hoped 
they would agree to the resolution, in the 
interests of the public, to satisfy the demand 
which existed for land in the settled portions 
of the colony. If they could no~ see their 
way clear to pass all the resumptions pro­
posed, he hoped they would, at all events, 
agree to some of them; that was, to those 
bordering on towns-Ipswich, Toowoomba, 
W arwick-where more land was absolutely 
needed for settlement by the people. 

The Hon. H. B. FITz said he should make 
a few remarks with reference to the resolu­
tion. There was no doubt whatever that a 
very great responsibility had been thrown 
upon the Council, and, he must say, by a 
great want of moral courage on the part of 
some honorable members of the Legislature, 
when he found that the resolution was passed 
unanimously by the other House. Of course, 
the Assembly would have the credit of having 
passed the resolution. It now rested with 
the Council either to adopt the resolution or 
to reject it. He was opposed to it. As he 
had told the Government indirectly, and 
several members of Parliament, if a resolution 
was brought forward for the resumption of 
land required by the public, he should sup­
port it ; but the present resolution was an 
attempted repeal of a certain portion of 
the Act of 1868, to place the power of re­
sumption in the hands of the Minister for 
Lands instead of the Parliament. He had 
suffered severely for taking that power out 
of the hands of the Minister ; the idea of 
doing so had originated with him, because 
that power had been greatly abused ; hence 
the tenth clause of the Act of 1868. The 
House must not lose sight of the fact 
that if the resolution was carried, the 
Government would get possession of the 
land by proclamation, and the resumption of 
it from the present tenants would take place. 

He found in the list that much land was in­
cluded which was not required. The Govern­
ment ought to have come up to the House 
with a map showing where the land was 
actually required. The House were perfectly 
aware that on many runs the land open to the 
public had never been touched. About three 
years since, when the Palmer Government 
were resuming land, he maintained that it was 
unnecessary to resume land from runs where 
a large amount was still open for selection, and 
he moved for a return to show the areas open 
and the selections which had been made up to 
that time. The return showed that there 
were several runs on which not an acre had 
been taken up. If the Government had shown 
that land was required, and where it was 
required, he should have been prepared 
to support this resolution for resuming it ; 
but they had not done so. He did not think 
the House would shirk their responsibility 
in the present case, but they should throw 
out the resolution; unless the Postmaster­
General chose to leave it to honorable members 
to amend the resolution, and select those runs 
where land was required by the public, and to 
leave out those where it was not required. 

HoNORABLE MmrBERS: No, no. 
'l'he Hon. H. B. FITZ : By the return to 

which he had referred, it was shown that in 
1871 the land open for selection was :-

" Rosalie Plains, 72,274 acres." 
He believed that, up to the present time, 
none was taken up:-

" Goombungee Proper, 6,670; Portion in Too­
woomba Agricultural Reserv{', 22,7GO; -----, 
20,130; Gowrie, 11,800; IV <>•tbrook, G,lOO; 
Lagoon CrcPk, 5,290; Eton \'"ale, 100; Feltou, 
532; 13eauaraba, 15,080; Olifton, nil; Cecil 
Plains, nil; Yandilla, 3,000; North Branch, nil; 
Haldon, 300; Pilton, nil; East Prairie, nil." 

That showed clearly where the land was not 
required. The Government had no right to 
try to repeal by resolution the law in force­
to try to get the whole of the runs into their 
own hands, so as to exercise the power of 
resumption in an arbitrary manner. vVas it 
not monstrous that the power should be 
placed in the hands of one Minister P He 
(Mr. Fitz) trusted that such an improper 
authority would not again be vested in a 
Minister ; that while lands were held on lease 
in Queensland, the power of resumption 
would be left in the hands of Parliament, 
which was the only protection which the 
Crown tenants had. If the Postmaster­
General chose to move in the matter, for the 
amendment of the resolution--

HoNORABLE MEMBERS: No, no. 
The Hon. H. B. FrTz : He should agree ; 

but he should vote against wholesale resump­
tion-wholesale repudiation! It was nothing 
less than repudiation. There were one or 
two runs left out of the list, it was true, but 
that did not alter the fact. In West More­
ton runs were left out. 

An HoNORABLE MEMBER : :t-~ o, no. 
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The Hon. H. B. FrTz: Upon the principle 
of wholesale resumption, why had not the 
Government taken the whole P If his sug­
gestion was nat acted upon, he should vote 
against the resolution. The people must have 
land if they required it. He thought that 
no land should be leased around towns, within 
a certain distance, if it was required for cul­
tivation. But, why go away west to take up 
land which was not required for cultivation? 
It was very clear to him that the country 
could not have better evidence to show that 
the Government were not sincere, in the first 
instance, about the Land Bill, than the reso­
lution now before the House. The intro­
duction of the Bill was merely a political 
move. Why did not the Government bring 
forward some memorandum or return to show 
where land was required P That should have 
been their first step. If the resolution 
should not be passed, the Government would 
say to the public-" See! we did what we 
could to get you the land ; the Assembly 
voted with us, but the Council voted against 
what the voice of the representatives of the 
people asked for ; therefore, there is nothing 
at all to be done but to get rid of the Upper 
House." Never mind that. For himself, he 
thought there was nothing for the House to 
do but to reject the resolution. 

HoNORABLE l\fEMilERS: Hear, hear. 
The Hon. H. B. FITZ said he should 

hope that some honorable member would move 
the comideration of the resolution this day 
six months, and that the House would not 
shirk their duty, notwithstanding the respon­
sibility of throwing out the resolution. 

The Hon. T. L. MuRRAY-PRIOR said his 
honorable friend who had just spoken had 
proposed to the Postmaster-General that the 
House should amend the resolution, and that 
honorable members shrmld pick out the land 
where it was necessary to be resumed. He 
could not see how the House could do that, 
under the circumstances. For himse]f, he 
should be one to vote against the resolution. 
If the Government had been sincere in 
bringing forward the resolution, they could 
have brought _it forward in another place, 
long before tlns, and before many honorable 
members of the Assembly had gone away. 
True, as appeared, it was passed by an unani­
mous vote in the other House ; but, in fact, it 
was not an unanimous vote. Had not a large 
number of the party opposed to the Govern­
ment left town for their homes, it was very 
likely that the discussion would have been 
fuller than it was, and that a very good show 
of opposition would have been made to the 
resolution ; but it was useless for a few mem­
bers to divide against the whole of the Govern­
ment forces. The Palmer Ministry, of whom 
he had hacl the honor to be a member, 
when they found it necessary to bring forward 
a measure for the resumption of certain land, 
gave sufficient proof that they and their party 
were not selfish; and the result showed that 
the Council were not the selfish individuals 

that they sometimes got the credit of being. 
If thoy had been, they would not have passed 
the Act of 1872. The Government knew, 
at that time, where land was required; they 
brought forward maps and laid them on the 
table of each House. There was not a mem­
ber of Parliament who could not but choose 
to see the exact localities in which the resump­
tions were proposed. It was true the Gov­
ernment had resumed some runs where it 
was unnecessary to resume land, but there 
existed very good reasons for their doing so. 
The Postmaster-General said that all the 
homestead areas were taken up. 

The PosTMASTER-GENERAL : No; in certain 
places. 

The Hon. T. L. MuRRAY-PRioR: It was a 
pity that the honorable gentleman had not 
named the places where th~ were taken up. 
He knew a good deal of " est Moreton, and 
he had no doubt that the homestead areas 
situated close to the towns were all selected­
where a selector could go in and out in a day; 
but he could name two stations, not far from 
Ipswich, where, to his knowledge, not a single 
selection had been taken out of the eight 
square miles which had been resumed from 
each of those runs. That was a proof, and 
no one could deny it, that homestead areas 
were not required. 

The PosTMASTER-GENERAL : The whole of 
Franklyn V ale was gone. 

The Hon. T. L. l\lluRRAY-PRIOR: Yes; 
Rosevale and other runs near centres of 
population were the very places where it 
might be necessary to resume land. Had the 
Government not been so malicious in their 
intentions-had they been more prudent­
and had they played their political game in 
the manner that they ought to have clon~­
they would be able to pass a resolutron 
through the Council. They should have 
brought forward plans to show were selec­
tions had been made for homesteads and for 
concl'~ional purchase, and where they required 
to resume additionalland for selection. How­
ever it might have affected them, he, for one, 
believed that the Government would have 
secured support in the Council, and that they 
would have been able to pass what was 
required for the public. But after the way 
in which the amendments of the Council in the 
Land Bill had been rejected, to bring forward 
next day such a resolution as that now before 
the House showed the animus that influenced 
Ministers. Even if the Council allowed that 
the proposed resum]Jtion was necessary, that 
animus being shown, it would be their duty 
to reject the resolution. The Council had 
shown their willingness all along to deal 
justly with the country. It was the peculiar 
function of the Upper House to see justice 
properly administered. ·why was not the 
Postmaster-General prepared with a return 
to show the Council where the land was 
required P 

'l'hePosT:llASTER-GENERAL: He should show 
the honorable gentleman presently. 
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'l'heHon. 'I'. L. MuRR.A.Y-PmoR: 'l'hehon­
orable gentleman might have shown it in his 
speech in moving the resolution. Afterwards, 
he (Mr. Murray-Prior) should not be able to 
allude to the information that might be given. 
Ministers never intended that this Land Bill 
should pass, and they knew that the resolution 
would not pass ; but they wanted to make it 
appear that the Council were obstructing 
legislation on the land. The Council main­
tained the principle that compensation was 
due to those persons from whom the existing 
leases should be taken. After fighting for 
that, how was it llossible that they could vote 
for the wholesale resumption of the runs now 
proposed P 1'he passing of the resolution 
would do more harm to the bulk of the lessees 
than the Bill, because there were certain 
portions of the Bill which were good; but 
the resolution was all evil, with nothing to 
counterbalance it. The animus of Min­
isters was most clearly shown in the resolu­
tion. 'l'he l'ostmaster-General said that 
if the resolution was not passed, such a 
<>larnor would arise from the people that no 
Government could last any time who would 
not open the whole country to free selection. 
vVell, whatever clamor might arise, horror­
able members were in the Council to do 
wliat was right; and he (Mr. Murray-Prior) 
trusted that the House would show by their 
vote that they would do right under any 
circumstances. He had thought it would 
be unadvisable to make an amendment that 
the resolution should be considered this day 
six months, and that it would be better if the 
Council said merely that they would not con­
cur in the resolution; but, on further con­
sideration, it seemed to him best to dispose of 
it in the manner first mentioned. He had 
not spoken to any honorable member on the 
subject, uor had he been asked to bring for­
ward the amendment, and he was not aware 
if any other honorable member had an inten­
tion to do so. Having acted as the repre­
sentative of the Government in the Council 
when resumptions under the Act of 1872 
were agreed to, and having conducted them 
through the House ; and having been, also, 
concerned in passing the good Art of 1868 ; 
he thought it was his duty, without being 
asked, to eome forward and take upon 
himself any onus that might attach to the 
action he now deemed to be called for. They 
had all spoken a great deal lately on the land 
question, and it was hardly necessary to go 
into that question now ; and, therefore, he 
presumed that this debate would not take up 
a long time. There was one thing he had to 
say, and he thought he should be in order in 
saying it now : he was sorry, last night, for 
several reasons, that he was unable to do 
what he wished. He did not think the 
country was aware what the Council, if put 
to a "division, were prepared to do, so that the 
Land Bill might have passed. In three 
places the House had established that there 
should be compensation. He believed they 

would have conceded five per cent. of the ten 
per cent. 

The PosTMASTER-GENERAL : That was not 
the question. 

The Hon. 'I'. IJ. JYluRRAY-Pmou: Perhaps 
it was irrelevant. He should not go into it, 
though he should like to have it placed on 
record. He was aware that it would be in­
teresting; but there were othPr means of 
bringing it forward. He moved, by way of 
amendment-

That the worcl "now" be omitted, with a Tiew 
to acld, at the end of the que,oion, "this clay six 
months." 

The Hon. IV. WrLSON said he was very 
sorry that he was not able to support the 
resolution. He was sorry because he was 
aware that a resumption was necessary in 
some quarters. It was a great pity the 
Government had not brought forward a 
measure more palatable to the Council and 
to the country in general. He objected to 
the resolution on many grounds; amongst 
others, because it would make the Council 
actually "resume" the land, which appeared 
to him to be against the Act of 1868, under 
which the land was "resumable" by resolu­
tion of both Houses of Parliament. But the 
resumption lay with the Executive Council. 
1'wo other grounds of objection to the resolu­
tion were, that it was proposecl to resume 
land in many quarters where it was not re­
quired, and that no compensation was to be 
allowed to those whose land would be taken. 
Parliament was a court of appeal between 
the leaseholders and the :Executive, and 
Parliament was bound to take into consider­
ation what was beneficial for the colony at 
large; and, of course, whether it would be 
well for the leaseholders to be subjected to 
the loss they would sustain if their runs were 
resumed, and whether the public would gain 
any advantage by the sudden withdrawal of the 
land from profitable occupation. He did not 
for one moment hold that the Government ought 
not to resume land. He quite agreed with 
the Postmaster-General that no Government 
could exist for any time that would neglect 
to keep the market properly supplied with 
land, not only in homestead areas, but for 
conditional purchase, and for sale by auction ; 
and he saw no difficulty in the present or any 
other Government keeping the market sup­
plied, provided that they took the proper 
course. As had been observed, he held that 
some information ought to have been laid 
before the House to show that laud was now 
required. Doubtless, considering the hurried 
manner in which they proceeded, it was im­
possible for the Government to give informa­
tion that would satisfy the House that land 
was required, and that the whole of the runs 
should be resumed for the benefit of the 
public. It was the duty of the Council 
to see that full justice was done to the 
lessees. It was never contemplated, he 
thought, that the House should be a mere 



Proposed [16 .JuLY.] Resmnption qf Runs. 1013 

voting machine, to give their sanction to any 
act of resumpfwu that might be proposed by 
the Executive, without taking into full con­
sideration the wants of the country and the 
interests of the lessees. If the lands were 
resumed, it was to make a large profit out of 
them-or why resume them P-bv the changed 
occupation; and he did not see why 'the 
Government should refuse to give a fair and 
reasonable compensation to the lessees from 
whom the land would be taken. It appeared 
to him that the Minister for Lands did, in 
another place, admit that compensation ·was 
desirable ; and, in fact, the objection was 
made more to the nature of the compensation 
and the amount stipulated for by the Council, 
than to the principle. However, it was 
wrong in the Government not to have come 
forward with some reasonable scheme of corn· 
pensation for those who would sustain loss 
from the resumption of the runs, if the 
resolution or the late Dill were carried. The 
resolution had been introduced without any 
previous notice, and it was the duty of 
Parliament to say "No" to it. He saw no other 
<•oursc for the Council to take. It was not 
their duty, now, to say what the compensa­
tion for the proposed resumption should be; 
and they must wait until the proposal was 
put before them in some reasonable shape. 
He should be happy to agree to the resumption 
of land on a large scale, all over the country, 
provided that the interests of the lessees 
were taken into consideration. The Govern­
ment had made a great mistake in managing 
their land business. They had t.riecl to 
accommodate themselves too much to some 
of their supporters, who seemed to be 
actuated more by a desire to do an injury to 
the lessees than to do good for the country. 
He should, therefDl'e, support the amend­
ment. 

The Hon. F. T. GREGoRY said, in address­
ing himself to the question before the House, 
he should really be very sorry so far to insult 
the intelligence of honorable members as to 
assume for one moment that they were going 
to entertain the message now before them. 
He said this at once, not from any spirit of 
extreme hostility to a measure of resumption, 
but taking into consideration what had tran­
spired during the past month, and that, in 
the discussion of the Land Bill carefully in 
all its bearings, reasons had been given, full 
and apt, to show that that measure was 
not called for by the country, and would not 
be beueficial, how the Council could be ex­
pected to beliere in the necessity of the 
sweeping resumption of the remainder of the 
runs in the settled districts now proposed, 
passed his comprehension. It was a mere 
assertion that land was wanted. Not 
one genuine argument had been ad­
dressed in support of it: True, areas 
of the country which had been resumed 
under the Homestead. Act of 1872 had been 
taken up entirely, in certain localities; but, 
at the same time, there were large trncts 

elsewhere untouched. It might be argued 
that the good land. had been taken up, and. 
that only inferior land remainPd open, and 
that it >ms the better class of land. which was 
required. VVithout attempting to go over the 
statistics which he so recently brought for­
ward in the Council, to show the limited 
amount of land appropriated for any useful 
purpose except dr.pasturing stock, he should 
ask, if the sweeping resumption now proposed 
should be earried, what was to be done with 
the hundreds and thousands of sheep and 
cattle now in the hands ofthe pastoral lessees? 
He knew it had been argued that, if the land 
was not wanted, the present lessees would 
continue to occupy it. There was a great 
fallacy in that, because, when once the runs 
were resumed, those lessees would have no 
absolute right to the land, and if they had no 
such right they could not keep their stock on 
it, even if the Government, by some power, 
chose to say that they should occupy it. He 
must call to mind that if only two or three 
selectors took up 200 acres each on a resumed 
run, and resided there, the remainder was 
practically useless for the pastoral occupant. 
'l'he lessee might be able to keep his stock 
on it for a few months ; but the inevitable 
result would be that he must hurry that 
stock away into the interior for pastur­
age ; and the country would not derive any 
bPnefit from the change. The two or three 
selections would bear an infinitesimal pro­
portion to the interest whjph sustain_ed 
Queensland as one of the foremost colomes 
of Australia at the present day. 'l'he time 
would come, and we were progressing to­
wards it, when the agricultural occupation of 
the country would make it far more useful 
than it was even at present; but to take the 
eountry now from the 1·astoral lessees and 
sub-di,,ide it, merely' to give it to small 
selectors, would not result in the material 
acl vancement of the agricultural interest in 
Queensland, which was what was professed 
to be encouraged by the proposed_ resump­
tion. He had shown before how httle was 
the amount of agricultural settlement. Now, 
he need only refer to Darling Downs. To the 
west of the \Varwick railway, unless it was 
close to the town itself, there was hardly a 
single farm of any sort under cultivation. 
There might be a few patches of maize, here 
and there ; but the promises which had been 
made, year after year, to grow crops out of 
the immediate skirts of the Main Range had 
been a complete farce. On Cumkillinbar 
}{aserve was some of the richest land in the 
district. It was sot apart yPars ago; every 
effort had been made to pursue agricul­
ture there ; farm after farm had been 
taken up; but the wretched, unfortunate 
selectors had pined away, year after year, 
and had either had to sell thl'ir selec­
tions to the adjoining lessee or to pledge 
tb,m, to exi:;t. At the present moment he 
believed there was not one left. Not only 
was no reason given for the resolution, as re-



1014 Propose cl [COUNCIL.] Resumption of Runs. 

g~rded the requirements of the country, but 
th ' interests of the country did not admit of 
so serious an injury being done as the proposed 
rewmption would inflict. Already the imme­
diate prospects of Queensland had been 
damaged by the introduction of the Land 
Bill; and yet, only twenty-four hours a~ter 
that measure was defeated, the resolutiOn 
was brought forward. Sufficient stress had 
not been laid upon the real injury which the 
c?untry was likely to sustain by the introduc­
tiOn of such a measure at all. It was very 
fortunate for the colony that the Bill had 
been thrown out. He should feel it to be his 
duty to support the amendment. 

The Hon. J. F. McDoUGALL said he con­
curred entirely in th.e remarks of the three 
honorable gentlemen who had preceded him. 
He should not go over the same ground, but 
merely refer to what he considered to be an 
inconsistency of the Government in bringing 
forward the resolution. Only yesterday, the 
Council dealt ignominiously with a measure 
providing for the lands of the country to be 
taken up in small areas, and no sooner had 
they done so than the resolution was brought 
forward for the resumption of nearly the 
whole of the runs in the settled districts, to be 
thrown open to free selection under the Act 
of 1868. Where was the policy of the Gov­
ernment? Consistency, they had none. It 
struck him that the Council had no other 
course left but to vote for the amendment. 
Had the resolution been put before them in 
a different shape, providing for the resump­
tion of certain land where land was necessary 
to meet the wants of the people for settle­
ment, he had not the slightest doubt the 
House would have been prepared to Rupport 
the Government in the same spirit as such a 
proposition should be made. But such was 
not the case. The Government should know 
where land was required. It was not for the 
Council to take on themselves the responsi­
bility of amending the resolution, and he for 
one should object to such a course being 
taken, as it would be a very invidious task 
for honorable gentlemen to select the runs 
which should be resumed. He should not, 
however, shrink from voting against the reso­
lution. 

The Hon. H. G. SrMPSON said he must 
confess that he was never more utterly and 
thoroughly disappointed in a political matter 
than by the way in which the resolution had 
been brought forward. He had been an 
advocate always for proceeding by resolution 
for the resumption of land, and for resuming 
land in the utmost quantity necessary for the 
public requirements ; and he did hope, on the 
withdrawal of the Land Bill in consequence 
of the amendments made in it by the Council, 
that if the Government thought it necessary 
to proceed by resolution they would not put 
before the House such a proposal as could 
hardly be concurred in. He was sorry to 
say that it was impossible for him to agree 
to the resolution. If it pointed out the runs 

in the different parts of the country where 
land was required for settlement, he should 
support it heartily. The House knew that 
the resolution included runs where land was 
not required, now, but where a considerable 
area had been open for many years and re­
mained untouched. There was no reason given 
for the resumption of the whole of the runs 
in certain of the settled districts. The only 
pretext of a reason that he could make out 
was, that the Government proposed to resume 
all the runs for fear they should be open to 
the imputation of partiality. But, so far as 
that went, he feared they could not escape the 
imputation of partiality. As far as he under­
stood it, in Moreton and Darling Downs dis­
tricts the runs were selected in a manner that 
must, at all events, give color to envious 
individuals who were inclined to impute mo­
tives to the Government. He did not mean to 
say it was actually so, that the Government 
had acted partially ; buG there was a very 
fair starting point for those who were inclined 
to make such an imputation. In resuming 
the land in such a wholesale manner, it must 
be remembered that there must be an enor­
mous sacrifice of revenue. 

HoNORABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear. 
The Hon. H. G. SnfPSON : He had heard 

rt stated by honorable members to be £15,000, 
and by others double that amount. He 
raGher thought it was about, say, £25,000 a 
year. That was a medium. 

The Hon. H. B. Frrz : £28,000. 
The Hon. H. G. SrMPSON: That was some­

thing to sacrifice for a crotchet ; and he 
lookecl upon the proposal of the Government 
as nothing but a crotchet. It was an arrange­
ment invented, so to say, for the Council, to 
punish the House for having dared to make 
amendments in the Land Bill sent up by 
the Government. 1'hat the Government 
wished that Bill to pass, he did not believe, 
from the beginning to the end of the proceed­
ings in connection with it. Their intention 
was to get rid of it, and to put on the shoulders 
of the Council the burden of getting rid of it. 
He thought the Council could bear it. The 
bringing forward of the resolution as a punish­
ment to the Council for having dared to make 
amendments in the Land Bill was a thing the 
House should not submit to. He was sorry 
that he was compelled to advocate such a 
course, because the proper way to resume land 
was by resolution of both Houses, as it was 
required by the public. He could not conclude 
without making a reference to the statement 
of the Postmaster-General. that it was im­
possible for the Government to resume certain 
special tracts of country in different runs, 
because, if they did so, they eould not give 
selectors 10,000 acres apiece. That was, he 
thought, rather a curious reason to come from 
an honorable gentleman who, the other day, 
advocated the passing of a Bill to give only 
1,280 acres to selectors. 

The PosTMASTER-GENERAL: He did not say 
that at all. He might explain to the honor-
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able gentleman that he had stated that there 
WPre only four runs in Darling Downs district 
at the present time on which selectors could 
take up the maximum of 10,000 acres-Can­
ning Downs, Rosalie Plains, Tummaville, and 
Jimbour; and that all the land there was rub­
bish, and not fit to be taken up. 

The Hon. H. G. SIMPSON: It was used as an 
argument against those runs being resumed, 
that 10,000 acres could not be selected on any 
of them; whereas, originally, the main prin­
ciple of the Land Bill which was before the 
House only yesterday, and whieh was sup­
ported to the best of his ability, and well 
supported by the honorable gentleman, was 
to confine selectors to 1,280 acres. The reso­
lution was brought before the House in such 
a manner that the Council could not possibly 
accede to it without forfeiting their dignity. 

The Hon. vV. F. LAMBERT: His honorable 
friend, the Postmaster·General, must think 
honorable members of the Council had a 
wonderful appetite for land when such a 
sweeping resolution was brought forward ior 
their approval. He was aware that it would 
be necessary to resume land. When it was 
wanted, it must be given up; and he should 
be ready always to vote for its resumption 
when it was required for settlement. But 
the land comprised in the resolution was not 
wanted. A portion of it was wanted, cer­
tainly, as he could speak for the district he 
came from "'anting land to be thrown open to 
selection. 

The PosTMASTER-GENERAL : You vote for 
it. 

The Hon. vV. F. LAMBERT: But, before 
going in for such a resumption as 3,300,000 
acres, some stronger argument than the Post­
master-General had advanced must be 
brought forward. According to the Govern­
ment regulations for stocking country, every 
square mile was supposed to carry 100 sheep; 
or, about six acres a sheep. The land pro­
posed to be resumed represented 550,000 
sheep, supposing that it was all sheep 
country; or, it would carry an equivalent of 
cattle. Sheep, he believed, at the present 
time, yielded something like 6s. 8d. per head 
per annum from wool and increase of stock ; 
so that 550,000would give a return of £185,000 
per annum. He was of opinion that £90,000 
of that would be spent in the eolony, for 
labor, carriage, &c., with the rent. If the 
resolution should be carried, that amount, 
nearly £100,000 a-year, would he lost to the 
country-upon the expectation that some of 
the land now so profitably occupied would 
be taken up by selectors ! That, he thought, 
was a very strong argument against the reso­
lution, if argument was necessary; and he 
should vote against it. 

The Hon. A. H. BROWN: There was one 
great objection to the passing of the resolu­
tion, and for that he should vote against it, 
even if it was of a different character, and most 
desirable in other respects. At this late 
period, when the shadow of dissolution had 

fallen upon the session, he objected to have 
such a resolution rushed through the House. 
He believed that, to-morrow, the Appropria­
tion Bill would be sent up. The Council 
had no time to consider the resolution. He 
could not have imagined that resumptions 
of such a character would have been pro­
posed and forced upon their attention 
at the last moment, when they could not 
have expected anything of the kind. They 
were asked to resume very large tracts 
of country, which country was certainly 
not required for selection. The proposed 
resumption was entirely different from the 
practice which had hitherto obtained. In 
1872 the resumption was proposed in the 
most formal way. It was distinctly shown 
by the records of Parliament that the 
Minister for Lands then proposed the re­
sumption of certain areas advised by a com­
petent commissioner, and that the areas of 
eight square miles, or larger, as necessity 
occurred, were taken from runs where land 
was required by the public. He could not, 
at present, see any reason why the large 
areas now proposed should be resumed by 
the Government; but he could see very great 
reasons why they should not be resumed. 
The spirit of the Act of 1868 was, that as 
soon as portions of the leased halves of the 
runs were required for settlement they should 
be resumed in the regular way, and the rest 
left for the lessee, and rent paid for it. Now, 
according to the resolution before the House, 
the revenue would lose something like 
£30,000 a year, which was a matter of very 
serious consequence to the country. The 
quantity of land proposed to be resumed was 
something like 3,000,000 acres, in a colony 
with a population, including every man, wo­
man, and child, of about 150,000. It must not 
be forgotten that there were large areas of 
the previously resumed halves of the runs, 
capable of being applied for at any moment by 
persons who wanted land. He did not think 
that there was much under 3,000,000 acres of 
that land now open for selection, because. in 
the northern districts, and in other districts, 
the areas so resumed were left intact. No 
one had been courageous enough to enter 
upon such lands. lt was only in the most 
favored districts that land was so necessary. 
He should be the last to object, and he did 
not think there was a member of the House 
who would object, in any way, to necessary 
resumption for occupation. As honorable 
members had expressed it, if the resolution 
was of a simple character, to benefit the 
public, there would be no hindrance to its 
passing-not a shadow of opposition ; on 
the contrary, honorable members would 
have done their best to pass it. The Govern­
ment had acted unwisely in asking for too 
large a quantity of land, because it was 
evident to the whole community that the land 
was not required, and that its resumption 
from lease would be a serious loss to the 
revenue. The Postmaster-General had pro-
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posed that they should deal with the list 
seriatim, and exclude such runs as it did not 
appear to the House to be necessary to 
resume. That would be very objectionable. 
For his (Mr. Brown's) part, he should not 
like to sit as a judge in such a matter; and 
he should be perfectly incomprtent, as a 
resident of the North, to sit in judgment 
and to say what should be resumed and what 
not. . The House should refuse to perform 
such a part, and should throw on the 
Government the responsibility of bringing 
forward appropriate resolutions, which could 
be approved of by Parliament. It appeared 
to him that the resolution for resuming the 
land in the mode proposed could not have been 
properly digested by the Government. They 
should have appointed a surveyor or the 
commissioners to visit the localities and to 
examine carefully what portions of the runs 
should be resumed, and when the reports 
from the proper officers came in the Govern­
ment could act upon them. It might be 
invidious to refer to a run in the Wide Bay 
district which was in his occupation; but 
he referred to it because he could speak of it 
with confidence ; and, eertainly, he knew more 
of the districts of Wide Bay and Burnett 
than of Darling Downs. He intended to 
show that the resumption in one case, at any 
rate, in the Wide Bay District was not neces­
sary. In the report of the Commissioner for 
Wide Bay District, for 1872, he found the 
following :-

"At the head of navigation of the River Em­
nett, and immediately above, there exists a consi­
derable area of agricultural land on the resumed 
halves of Kolan and Gin Gin, upon which selec­
tions have already been made to the extent of 
nearly six thousand (6,000) acres of mixed classes 
of land, lea-ving some three thou;~and. (3,000) yet 
available for agricultural purposes. 

""\Vith reference to pastoral lands, I have to 
report that since the lands on the Burnett and 
Kolan have been thrown open to selection, with 
the exception of the lessees of the runs in that 
neighborhood, there ha-ve been no inquiries 01• de­
mand for lands for pastoral purposes ; and, when 
the public require such, the areas available for 
grazing purposes will, for some years to come, be 
practically 1mlimited." 

Therefore, he looked upon the resolution with 
some degree of horror, from the fact that it 
included specially for resumption a run which 
appeared up to this time to be quite un­
necessary. He did not make those remarks 
because he happened to be the le8seo, as, 
really, so far as his experience went, past 
resumption had caused no annoyance to him. 
He should not, as he had said, object to a 
reasonable resumption. But if there were 
runs, such as in his own district, which were 
not required, he might reasonably think that it 
was the same in other districts of the colony. 
He saw none resumed near the large towns. 
Within a radius. of twenty miles of Mary­
borough there were stations, and there was 
country there which he unlst say it was as 

desirable to resume as any part of Darling 
Downs. Why that was not resumed he could 
not conceive. Therefore, it appeared to him 
that an invidious distinction had been made. 
The runs of nearly every honorable member 
of the Council were to be resumed. 

The PosTMaSTER-GENERh.L : Hear, hear. 
The Hon. A. H. BROWN : As had been 

remarked, it might be a punishment to them, 
for their contumacious opposition. But they 
must do what they concerved to be their duty. 
There was one point that the House must not 
lose sight of. If the large areas proposed 
should be resumed, and they were offered to 
the public for selection, the rent paid by the 
pastoral tenant ceased, of course ; and the 
only advantage would be to the conditional 
selector, who would have his few acres, while 
the great proportion of the land would lie 
useless and unpaid for. The country at large 
would be a loser. There was nothing in the 
resolution to warrant his concurrence in it, 
and he should vote against it. 

The Hon. J. T.aYLOR said he should detain 
the House a -very short time. Every honor­
able member should, he thought, say a few 
words upon the resolution. The Postmaster­
General, as usual, commenced his speech with 
a threat. It seemed impossible for that hon­
orable gentleman to get on his legs without 
making a threat to the House, as to what the 
people would do. He (Mr. Taylor) did not 
know what school the honorable gentleman 
was brought up in ; but the · Postmaster­
General was e-vidently a fighting character. 

The PosTMASTER-GENERAL : He did not 
make a threat. 

The Hon. ·J. T.A.YLOR: The honorable 
gentleman said he did not do so. Well, he 
looked very hard, indeed, at the opposite side 
of the House when he talked of the country 
clamoring for land and for free selection every· 
where : he looked at tile two or three honor­
able members sitting there, who were outside 
squatters, as much as to remind them that if 
they did not vote with him, they must look 
out! It was a fearful star,e-it was a perfect 
threat-le-velled at those unfortunate men; 
and it was a very wrong thing for the repre­
sentative of the Government! The Govern­
ment had been in labor a long time, and what 
had the honorable gentleman brought forth? 
Nothing at all. Re (Mr. Taylor) was very 
sorry, indeed, for the position of the honor­
able gentleman. He sat at the head of his 
bench alone. In the division, to-night, the 
honorable gentleman would sit alone. He 
was to be pitied. In the other House 
Ministers could back up one another in their 
statements, true or false ; but in the Council 
there was no one at all to take care of the 
Postmaster-General; and honorable members 
knew that, at times, a nurse was very useful. 
But, now to go into the matter before the 
House, If the resolution should not pass, 
the clam or would be so great that-there would 
be tt re-volution !-a regiment of soldiers 
would be required to protect the House. 
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The PosTMASTER-GENERAL : He did not 
say so. 

The Hon. J. TAYLOR: He had the words 
down. 

The PosTMASTER-GENERAL : He must ob­
ject to the honorable member using words as 
his which he never uttered. He never said a 
word about a regiment of soldiers. 

The Hon. J. TAYLOR: He had them down. 
The honorable member said the lives of honor­
able members would not be safe. Well, the 
Council were an independent body, to use 
their best judgment in all matters brought 
before the.m ; and clamor, here or there, 
would not, he hoped, make any difference to 
honorable members. He denied that there 
was any clamor for land. There was always 
a clamor by two or three political agitak>rs in 
the small towns, who, sometimes, thereby 
raised themselves by clamor into a political 
position, even to become members of Parlia­
ment. The very moment the land question 
was settled, those men would lose their hold 
of the public, which they had got, no doubt, 
by their clamor and constant agitation; but, 
except by such men, there was no clamor for 
land in the country. The Land Bill had 
been thoroughly discussed, and a great many 
amendments had been made carefully in it, 
and it was sent clown from the Council a very 
respectable measure. In another ]Jlace, what 
did he find? That the amendments of the 
Council were treated with contempt, and they 
were sent back without the Assembly having 
deigned to look at them. 1hen the Council 
so lowered their dignity as to ask for a con· 
ference. 

HoNORABLE MEMBERS : No, no. 
The Hon. J. TAYLOR: And what was the 

result? That the managers for the Council 
were treated with contempt. 

The Hon. T. L. MunRAY-PRioR rose to 
order. The Honorable J\fr. Taylor should not 
make an assertion without he knew perfectly 
well what he was saying. He (Mr . .Murray­
Prior) denied entirely that the managers 
were treated with contempt. 

The Hon. J. TAYLOR: Well, perhaps he 
was very wrong in saying so. He was told 
outside that one of the members of the 
Council had been treated with very great con­
tempt. 

The Hon. T. L. 1\:I:unRAY-Pmon: It was 
very bad taste of the honorable gentleman to 
use such expressions in the House. 

The Hon. J. TA.YLOII: He did not take from 
the late Postmaster-General his judgment in 
any matter. He trusted he had as much 
brains as the honOJ able gentleman: he could 
express himself as well. The Honorable JYI r. 
M urray-Prior was only a member of the 
House-one of themselves ;-he did not stand 
in the position of the honorable gentleman , 
opposite--the representative of the Govern­
ment, the Postmaster-General, the leader, the 
chief of the House ! He must not dare to get 
up and attempt to control him (Mr. Taylor), 
an independent member, and tell him what 

to say-him who was as old as the honorable 
member, probably. 

1'he Hon. 1'. L. MuRRAY-PmoR rose to a 
point of order. 'rhe honorable gentleman 
was personal, he thought. ·what he said he 
meant. 

The Hon. J. TAYLOR: And what he said he 
meant. 

The Hon. F. H. HART: Perhaps he could 
explain matters. The managers of the con­
ference were treated with the greatest cour­
tesy and respect by the managers for the 
other House, with one solitary exception. 
As he said, there was one exception in which 
it was otherwise ;-but not by a member of 
the Counc.il, he was glad to say. The mem­
bHrs of the Couneil were quite aware of what 
was due to their dignity. 

The Hon. J. TAYLOR: He was thankful to 
find that the matter was, so far, set right. 
He maintained that if one member of the 
conference was insulted, the whole body was 
insulted. He thanked the Honorable Mr. 
Hart for having confirmed what he had said. 

1'he Hon. T. L. J\IuRHAY-PmoR: The 
gentlemen who were at the conference were 
now present. Any one who hP.d felt hims,·lf' 
insulted would now rise and say so. When 
his honorable friend, .Mr. Hart, alluded to an 
exception, he did not allude to a member of 
the Council. 

'I'he Hon. F. T. GREGORY said he felt 
bound to rise in answer to the Honorable Mr. 
Murray-Prior. He had no doubt that the 
particular event which took place, and which 
was presumed to have been an insult to ilw 
members of the conference, was pointed at 
himself. But he did not take it as an 
insult. It emanated from an individual "'!w 
was in that state that he (::\1r. Gregory) could 
not feel it to be an insult, whatever it might 
be. He must say that one and all of the 
members present at the conference thoroughly 
expressed their dissatisfaction and disagree­
ment with the way that that one individual 
acted. 

The Hon. H. B. FrTZ said he should like 
to ask the honorable member who that in­
dividual wasP 

The PRESIDENT: No ; this really must 
cease. 

The Hon. J. TAYLOR : He had to thank 
another honorable member, and he felt very 
grateful to him for what hP- had said. The 
Hill was referred to a free conference, and 
no result came from the conference. The 
House went carefully through the Bill again 
in committee, and they did not, as they 
should have done, take the amendments in 
glubo, to save time, but considered them 
seriatim. ·what was the result P The As­
sembly would not look at them; they agreed 
to consider them that day six months. Now, 
the resolution was brought forward, and it 
was identical with the Bill, so far as the pro­
posed resumption was concerned. The l3ill 
proposed to resume all the runs under the 
ten years' leases ; the resolution did nearly 
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the same. How could the Government ex­
pect the Council to pass the resolution after 
the Bill was thrown out? The resumption 
now proposed included nearly three millions 
and a half acres of land, yielding a revenue of 
about£28,000 a year. That was a very serious 
matter. The land was now worth so much. In 
three or four years it would be worth thirty­
three per cent. more than now. In the mean­
time, it :would yield a good rent, and it was 
not reqmred for settlement. Why were the 
Government so anxious to resume it? Well, 
he had no hesitation in saying that the reso· 
lution would be thrown out, and very justly 
too. As regarded auction sales, nothing of 
the sort was provided by the resolution, the 
lands resumed under which would be open to 
selection ; but there was something about 
them in the Bill. The lands resumed could 
not be put up to auction. He saw by the 
Estimates of vV ays and Means that the re­
ceipts for sales by auction for next year were 
put down at £18,000 only. 

The PosTMASTER· GENERAL: Six months. 
The Hon. J. TAYLOR: Only £9,000 for six 

months. It was a very extraordinary thing 
that, where there were millions and millions 
of acres of land, the Government would not 
sell it by auction. But they were willing to 
fritter it away by selection at long dates of 
payment. The Government could raise 
half-a-million of money by selling land 
at auction at once, and relieving the 
country from a large amount of taxation. 
Let the Government take the land 
which was required, and. not resume the 
whole country. He had listened attentively, 
in the other House, to the speech of the 
Minister at the head o£ the Land Depart­
ment, but no argument was adduced in favor 
of the resumption beyond that extraordinary 
one that the Government must take up all 
the runs to show their impartiality. But 
the late Minister for Lands, Mr. Thompson, 
had used the same argument, when he took 
away land from the squatters-he, too, would 
not be partial. What was the consequence ? . 
Only two or three of the runs were touched; 
and on the others, not an acre was taken up. 
When the Act of 1868 was passed there were 
25,000,000 acres resumed; out of that land, 
according to the returns, about 3,000,000 
acres were selected ; and there were left 
about 22,000,000 acres now open for selec­
tion. What had become of all that land ? 
Had it gone below ? Yet the House were 
now asked to consent to the resumption of 
over 3,000,000 acres ! \Vhy the Government 
persisted, after the fall of the Land Bill, in 
bringing forward such a resolution, he could 
not understand. He should vote for the 
amendment. 

The PosTMASTER-GENERH said he did not 
think it necessary to reply on the debate, 
because the arguments that had been advanced 
in favor of the amendment were very few 
indeed. In the speech of the Honorable Mr. 
\Vilson, the one argument of compensation 

cropped up. That had been argued over and 
over again on the Bill which 1ms shelved 
yesterday. 'l.'he fourteenth clause of the Act 
of 1868 gave a second pre-emptive right to 
the pastoral lessees in lieu of compensation 
for the ten years' leases. 

The Hon. J. F. McDouGALL: Nothing of 
the sort. 

The PosTJIIASTER-GENERAL : He was in the 
Assembly when the Act was passed. vVith 
reference to what had been stated by the 
Honorable 11:r. Gregory, about cultivation 
not having succeeded on the resumed land at 
Cumkillinbar; he (the Postmaster-General) 
had over and over again pointed out that the 
Dalby District was not within the rain-belt; 
but the honorable gentleman did not tell the 
House about the Allora selections, and those 
in the \Varwick and Toowoomba districts, 
where agriculture had succeeded admirably. 
Of the land resumed under the Act of 1868, 
on Clifton Hun, not an acre was left; on East 
Prairie, not a single acre; Ellangowan, not 
an acre ; Eton V ale, none. That was, all 
land resumed nnder the Act of 1868 "\Vas 
gone. 

The Hon. H. B. FITz: There was none 
three years since. 

The PosTMASTER-GENERAL: On Goomburra, 
theL'e were 11,000 acres left. That, he pre­
sumed, was scrub or desert ; he had no hesi­
tation in saying it was. Gowrie, !'1,750 acres 
left. He had no doubt that that was wallaby 
country. 

The Hon. J. T.A.YLOR: That was wanted in 
exchange, the other day. 

The PosTM.A.STEH . GENERAL : Irvingdale, 
6,400 acres left That was scrub. J ondaryan, 
l, 2, and 3, only 200 acres. North Branch, 
nil; Peel's Plains and Felton, not a single 
acre left. Pilton and Haldon, only 300 acres. 
Hosalie Plains, a large amount; he believed 
a good deal of that was wallaby land, border­
ing on the l\Iain Range. J{osenthal, nil; South 
Toolburra, nil ; St. Ruth's, 2,400 acres ; 
Talgai, nil. He wanted to find another-Oecil 
Plains, lOO acres only left. · 

The Hon. J. T.A.YLOR: It was a mistake. 
The PosTMASTER-GENERAL : "\V est Prairie, 

not a single acre ; Y andilla, not a single acre. 
From that, honorable members would see that 
there was a demand for land in all the places 
he had named. He had no doubt that if, in 
the back places, all the land was thrown open 
to-morrow for conditional purchase, it would 
go; but not as homestead areas. In the 
Allora, Warwick, and Toowoomba districts, 
agriculture had succeeded admirably, and the 
farmers were doing as well as anywhere else 
in Australia. He had no hesitation in saying 
that the wheat crops in the rain-belt were 
unequalled. Last harvest the average was 
something like thirty bushels to the acre. 
In South Australia it was only eleven in good 
seasons ; last year it was only seven. The 
selectors in the places he had named on the 
Downs averaged thirty to thirty-five bushels 
an acre. If the rest of the land there was 
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thrown open to selection at once, he had no 
doubt the colony would soon do largely with 
flour what was already done with sugar. 

HoNoRABLE MEMBERs : Oh, oh ! 
'rhe Posl'MASTER-GENERAL : Queensland 

would soon be exporting flour, as she was now 
exporting sugar. He believed thab, from 
what he knew from the small farmers. Of 
course, he was speaking of the land in the 
rain-belt. The Hon. W. Fitz called the pro­
posed resumption partial, and said that all the 
runs were comprised in the resolution. In 
the two Moretons and in Darling Downs all 
the runs were included, with the exception of 
some few on which there were only a few 
hundred acres which could not be resumed 
under the Act. of 1868, because it was not 
possible to find a tract of eight square miles : 
-Gladfield, Greenbank, Maryland, North 
Tulburra, Strathmillar, and Swan Creek. 

The Hon. H. B. FrTZ: \Vhere was Watts' 
run? 

The PosnrASTER-GENERAL : There was not 
a single selection made on it. He knew all 
about the resumptions ; -he knew every 
selection, either himself or by other means. 
He was really sorry that honorable gentle­
men could not see the question in the light 
that he did. It ITas a pity they could 
not see themselves as others outside saw 
them ;-but the beam was in t~1eir oiTn 
eyes. He knew what the pubhc would 
say:-" VYhat is the use of our representatives 
sending resolutions to the Upper House, con .. 
stituted as it is, at the present time ;-it is 
not likely that honorable members interested 
largely in the settled districts of the colony 
will allow selectors to go on their runs, as 
they would not even allow our members in 
the lower branch of the Legislature to receive 
some small compensation for their services to 
the country; but they compensate themselves 
in refusing to allow the resumptions to 
pass." 

The Hon. H. B. FITz rose to call the hon­
orable member to order. 

The PosTMASTER-GENERAL: He was merely 
illustrating the action of honorable members 
on the present question compared wit~ the~r 
action on the Payment of Members Bill, as It 
might appear to the public. But he should 
sav no more. It was not his intention to go 
to" a division on the resolution. If he did so, 
hE' should object to the votes of many horror­
able members who would vote on the other 
side. He dnrst say the passing of the reso­
lution would make a difference of £20,000 a­
year to the Honorable Mr. 'l'aylor, if the 
countrv he held was taken from him. Honor­
able members might now yield gracefully, 
and make themselves idolised out of doors. 
He regretted that honorable members could 
not see themselves as others, out of doors, 
saw them. 

The Hon. H. B. FITZ : Why was Gin Gin, 
belonging to the Honorable A. H. Brown, 
resumed, and not the Speaker's run P 

The PosTMASTER-GENERAL: He was not 
aware of a singh acre having been selected 
out of the run of thf' Honorable Mr. \Valsh; 
consequently, the Minister for Lands did not 
take the Speaker's run in his pr.opos~d 
resumption. On the other hand, Gm Gm 
had been very lar"'ely made use of by selec­
tors. If he was ~ightly informed, the whole 
of the resumed part of that run had been 
taken up. Hence the necessity that arose 
for resuming an additional area on that 
run. 

The question was put on the amer;dment, 
which was alfirmed, and the resolution was 
ordered to be taken into consideration this 
day six months. 

APPROPRIATIO::'{ BILL. 

A message was received from the Legi~­
lative Assembly, transmitting the Appropri· 
ation Bill-No. 3, for the concurrence of the 
Council. 

On the motion of the PosTMASTER-GENERAL, 
the first and second readings were agreed to, 
and the Bill was committed. 

The Hon. T. L. MuRRAY-PRIOR, referring 
to the item of £30,000 for the conveyance of 
mails, asked, what provision had been made 
for the subsidy P 

The PosTMASTER-GENERAL : There was 
£6,000 appropriated for the conveyance of 
mails by water. The A.S.N. Company got 
about £4,000 for performing the service to all 
the northern ports north of Rockhampton, 
and likewise accommodating all the places ~i 
which the Torres Straits mail steamers did 
not call. In reality, the company got n~thir;g 
out of it, as they returned the subsidy m 
light, pilotage, and. harbor dues, and .the 
country got the serv1ee for next to notlung. 
If the Government had no contract, they 
would have to pay so much per letter, which 
would come to a great deal more than the 
·amount now paid to the company. The Torres 
Straits mail service cost no more than the 
colony had had t<_> pay the. !:'· and 0. Com­
pany. The Imperml authorrties ha~ded over 
to the colony about £5,000 a year, bemg at the 
rate of fivepence per lett.er conveyed from 
England ; and the dues pmd by the steamers 
beirw taken into consideration, the cost of 
the ~ervice to the colony was about £20,000 
a year, or £10,000 for the six months. 

'l'he Hon. G. SANDEMAN observed that 
from the low rates offered it was impossible 
to get proper men to undertake mail ~ontraets 
in the outside districts ; and he referred to 
the difficulties in the mail arrangements in 
his own district. 

The PosTMASTER-GENERAL spoke of the 
difficulty of getting persons to take contracts, 
which was not, however, on account of the 
low rates. 

The Bill went through committee, and was 
advanced through all its subsequent stages, 
and passed. 




