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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Friday, 22 May, 1874. 

Question of Privi!P~;e.- Rellections upon ~embers.­
Adjournment. 

Q,UESTIO::f OF PRIVILEGE. 
Mr. STEW ART said he rose to a question of 

privilege. He wiMhed to know whether the 
publisher of a certain newspaper called the 
Telegraplb could be called to the bar of the 
House, to answer for a paragraph which ap­
peared in that paper of last evening, and 
which tended to bring the Parliament of 
Queensland into contempt. He thought it 
was one of those matters which ought to be 
brought under the notice of the House. It 
was supposed to be a condensed report of 
something that had been said in another place, 
and he thought the good sense of the mem­
bers of that House would never have allowed 
such a statement to be made. The words he 
objected to were put into the mouth of the 
Honorable Gm·don Sandeman, and he would. 
move-

1. That the report, as published in the Tele­
graph newspaper, of certain proceedings in another 
place, is a scandalous libel, containing matter cal­
culnted to bring this House of A>sembly into 
contempt, and that it is a breach of the privilege 
of this House. 

2. That Mr. Charles Mills, publisher of the 
newspaper called " The Telegraph," be called to 
the bar of the House, to answer for the publica­
tion in the Telegraph newspaper of 21st instant, 
of certain statements tended to bring this As­
sembly into contempt, to wit :-

" The Hon. G. Sandemm1 wished to point out 
that it was one of the first duties of the Council 
to check any innovations on Parliamentary usages. 
He thought it was most nneonstitutional to bring 
in a Bill to pay memberR of tlw pr,•,,ent Parl;,l­
ment. If it referred to the next Pa1•liament there 
might be some reason in it. As it was, some of 
the members already elected were a cli.sgrace to 
the position they euc1eavorcc1 to fill, rmd it ivas 
their clnty in the Council to see that this state of 
things was not rendered worse. The Bill offered 
a premium to those who were anxious to make a 
trade of politics. Once aclmit the principle of 
payment, and it wouM never be clone away with. 
He should oppose the second reading." 
These words having appeared, he thought it 
was the duty of some member of the House 
to take the matter in hand. He was sorry 
it had fallen to the lot of such a young mem­
ber as himself to clo so, but it came under his 
notice very early, and he would have brought 
it forward last night if they had not ~at until 

such a late, or rather an early, hour this 
morning. 

Mr.·DICKSON seconded the motion. 
Mr. J. ScoTT saicl this appeared to him to 

be a very serious matter, and one which ought 
not to be dealt with too hurriedly. He hap­
pened to be in the place allotted to members 
of the Assembly in the other Chamber when 
this discussion was going on, and he heard 
Mr. Sandeman's speech; and although he did 
not speak very distindly, he (Mr. Scott) did 
not gather from what he said the statement 
reported in this paper. He ap11earecl to him 
to be talking, in a general way, and not in 
reference to any particular Legislature, but to 
the Legislatures of the different colonies. 

The SPEAKER said the honorable member 
could not refer to anything he heard in 
another place, which they had no business to 
discuss. The question was one of privilege 
relating to the publication of a certain scan­
dalous libel by a newspaper. 

The CoLoNIAL TuEASURER said he thought 
the remarks of the honorable member who 
had just sat clown--

The SPEAKER : I think the honorable mem­
ber is out of order. If that honorablc member 
cannot refer tow hat occurred in another place, 
the honorable the Colonial Treasurer c-annot 
criticise his remarks. 

The CoLONIAL TrmAsUHER : \V ell, he sup­
posed he would be in order in speaking to the 
main question. Of course, every honorable 
member wa,; aware that the late appointmeni8 
io anotlwr place were the best men who could 
be found in the communit'i'; and he could not, 
for ono moment, imagine that any member of 
the other Chamber would ever have addressed 
such remarks-or that he would have been 
permitted by the President to make such 
remarks. And he, therefore, thought, when 
they found a newspaper with a large circula­
tion in this city inventing a statement of the 
character which had just been read, it was 
high time for that House to interfere. ·when 
these remarks were brought under his notice 
by the honorable member for Brisbane, he 
thought he must be reading the report of 
some debates in a Parliament like that of 
Fiji, where they knew insolvency was almost 
a necessary qualification for admission to the 
Assembly; but when they found that thi9 
purported to be a report of the proceedings of 
the other branch of the Legislature of this 
colony, and such a statement was dissemi­
nated in a newspaper, he thought that House 
would be wanting in duty if they did not call 
upon the publisher to give an account of the 
statement he made. He found that in the 
Imperial Parliament a general resolution was 
agreed to in 1790-

1 hat it is agaii1st the law and nsrtgc o£ Par­
liament, and a hig·h breach of the privilege of this 
House, to write and publish, or cause to be 
initten or publishccl, any 8r'Lm1alous am1libellous 
reflections on the hono1: an cl j nstice of this House 
in any of the impeachments or prosecutions in 
"hith ii icJ enga;s·etl." 
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He thought this was a case within the scope 
of that resolution, and that the circulation of 
a statement throughout the colony, to the 
effect that members of that House, who were 
endeavoring to discharge their public duties, 
were a disgrace to the Assembly, was calcu­
lated to render their efforts for the benefit of 
the country to some extent neutral ; and no 
person ought to be allowed to circulate such 
statements with impunity. The press, no 
doubt, had great power, and that power ought 
not to be abused ; and he thought, if there 
ever was an abuse of that power, it was the 
editor or reporter concocting a statement of 
this character. He found, also, on a former 
occasion, in the House of Commons-

" Mr. Arthur Hall, a member, was imprisoned, 
.fined, and P:s:pcllccl, for having printecl and pub­
lished a libel containing matter of infamy of 
sundry good, particular members o:l' the House, 
and of the whole stnte of the Hou~e in general, 
and also of the power ancl aut11ority of the 
House." · 

This was even a grosser case than that, be­
cause it was a general attack on the whole 
House. 'l'he publisher was not satisfied with 
endeavoring to impugn the character or posi­
tion of one or two honorable members, but 
he made an attack on the whole House. He 
had not the courage to refer to any members 
in particular, but stated "some members are 
a disgrace." 

Mr. PAL::U:FR: Order. 
2'hc CoLONIAL TREASURER would like to 

know in what waY he was out of order. 
:iUr. PALMER s~id he certainly thought the 

honorable the Coloninl Treasurer was as 
much out of order as the honorable member 
for Springsure was. 

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER : He would, of 
course, bow to the decision of the honorable 
the Speaker, but he was not going to be put 
down by the honorable member for l'ort 
Curtis. 

Mr. PAL::IIER submitted that if the honor­
able member for Springsure was out of order 
in referring to what occurred in another 
place, the honorable the Colonial Treasurer 
was also out of order. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said the lwn­
orable member was perfectly entitled to 
refer to what took place in another House. 

The CoLoNIAL TrmASUREH said he was 
not referring to what took place in another 
House ; he was referring to what a certain 
publisher had concocted, and he was per­
:i:cctly in order. He thought it was quite 
time they ought to put a stop to indiscrimi­
nate attacks upon that House, and he 
believed it would have a wholesome effe.Jt if 
the publisher of this particular invention was 
called to the bar of the House to give an 
account of himself. 

Mr. PAL'IIER said he thought this was 
really making "much ado about nothing." 
He thought, if they called this printer to the 
bar, they would simply make a martyr 9f' 

him ; it would be the finest thing for him 
that could possibly happen; and if the House 
could not stand such attacks as this, it must 
be of very bad character indeed. He was 
made by another 11aper, published in Bris­
bane, to &ay, on a recent occasion, that mem­
bers of that House were a very bad lot, but 
he never said anything of the sort, and the 
editor very properly corrected it next 4ay. 
·why not have brought him up for publish­
ing a much more glaring libel than this? 
If he (Mr. Palm er) said the members of that 
House were a bad lot, it would be a very 
gross libel indeed, coming from him. Every 
one present at that dinner knew he diclnot 
say anything of the kind; and it was acknow­
ledged candidly and honestly to be a mistake 
of the reporter. He could not see how they 
could hold the editor responsible for this 
statement; aucl he had no doubt he would 
eontradict it as soon as it was pointed out to 
him. It would be a great mistake on the 
part of the House to call the printer to the 
bar, to make a martyr of him; and he 
thought they ought to be able to stand much 
worse attacks than anything like that com­
plained of. 

Mr. MILES thought that even if the hon­
orable member for Port Curtis did use the 
wortls attributed to him, he was entitled to 
some consideration after his recent defeat. 

l\fr. PALMER; I never said so. 
Mr. MILEs: He said even if the horror­

able member did say so, and he would not 
be at all surprised if he did say something of 
the kind. But there was an olcl proverb that 
two and two made four; and he had a griev­
ance-not exactly of the same nature as that 
of the honorable member for Bowen; but he 
held in his hand a letter signed " Gordon 
Sandeman," which reflected-and he touk it 
that it was a breach of privilege for any 
individual outside the walls of that House 
to comment on the action of any member 
in it--

The SPEAKER said the question before the 
House was in reference to a scandalous libel 
against members of that House. The hon­
orable member for Carnarvon was referring 
to another matter, which he considered a 
libel against himself. He understood that 
he refm;red to a letter written by a member 
of the other Chamber. 

Mr. MILES : No ; I know nothing at all 
about the other Chamber. 

The SPEAKER : 'l'he motion befnre the 
House is that moved by lhe honorable 
member for Brisbane, respecting a libel 
allege cl to have been published by the printer 
of the Telegraph. newspaper. 

Mr. MILES said he had no wish to do any­
thing contrary to the ruling of the honorable 
the Speaker, but he maintained that the 
matter he referred to was a question of 
privilege, and if he could not go on with it 
now he would postpone it for the present. 

The SPEAKER : I trust the honorable mem­
ber will do so. It will be better to dispose 
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of one question of privilege before another is 
brought before the House. 

Mr. MILEs: I will do so. 
Mr. PEOREY said he could not altogether 

agree with the honorable member for Carnar­
von being put down. He thought that hon­
orable member was perfectly entitled to draw 
a parallel be~ween different cases of breaches 
of the privileges of that House, and he 
decidedly wished to hear what matter of 
privilege he was going to bring forward, 
because there might be some comparison 
between the case now before the House, and 
the one the honorable member for Carnarvon 
was about to refer to. As far as the resolu­
tion was concerned, he shonlcl certainly 
support it, but he did not think the publi­
cation of this libel would do very much to 
inj nre the House in the opinion of any honest 
and intelligent person. Of course, a great 
deal of delicacy was to be observed in touch­
ing upon this matter; they had to see that 
they did not overstep the bounds of parlia­
mentary debate ; but he certainly thought, if 
the expressions made use of in that newspaper 
were in any way correct, as far as the 
authority given for them was cornerned, it 
was simply a new phase of the fable of lEsop 
with regard to the fox and the grapes-that 
if they could not· reach what they desired, 
somepeople were likely to throw dirt upon 
it. He should also wish, before this matter 
was decided, to hear a little vicarious and 
sponsorial excuse given for what they were 
just discussing. When a libel of this kind 
was published in the press-that honorable 
members of that House were a disgrace to the 
position they attempted to fill-it of course 
carried with it its own condemnation, for 
every member of the House was, he might 
say, put in pillory before he entered the 
House; and if there was any hole to be picked 
in his coat, he -would be perfectly sure to get 
someone ready to pick that hole. It was 
therefore rather unfair, after going through 
that process, that during all the time a mem. 
ber occupied a seat, he should stand to have 
mud chucked at him by any blackguard who 
chose to do so. 

Mr. PETTIGREW rose to call the honorable 
member to order ; he was, by inuendo, accus­
ing an honorable member of another portion 
of the Legislature of being a blackguard. He 
objected--

The SrEAKER: Order. 
Mr. P:ETTIGREW: That is the point of order 

I wish to have settled. 
Mr. PECHEY thought the honorable member 

for Stanley had got his shirt out very unne­
cessarily. He never attempted to call a 
member of a co-ordinate branch of that Legis­
lature, a blackguard : he -was simply speaking 
of the subject before the House-the libel 
published by a printer fellow. Now, it was 
quite possible that this printer fellow was 
more respectable than the gentleman the 
honorable member ior Stanley was so anxious 
to protect. As he was pointing out, when he 

was rather rudely interrupted by the honor­
able member for Stauley, they had all gone 
thTough a sifting process, and whatever a 
member's constitution might be, either phy­
sically or morally, he must necessarily have a 
great deal on his mind without others trying 
to drag him in the dirt throughout the session 
of Parliament. If there was one question of 
privilege decided more clearly than another 
in the House of Commons, it was that the 
minds and intellects of honorable members 
should be kept as clear' as possible, and that 
no member's mind should be drawn away 
from the subjects of legislation more than 
was necessary, and he considered the publica­
tion of this matter in the press of the colony 
was likely to disturb any honorable member's 
mind. He was surprised that the honorable 
member for Darling Down~ should laugh, 
because he was an integral portion of that 
House, although, perhaps, only a small one ; 
he did not know whether he was not one of 
the members alluded to in this attack upon 
the House, and he (Mr. Peehey) thought he 
ought to try, along with other honorable 
members, to keep up the character of that 
House. They were told, on a previous occa­
sion, that certain honorable members of that 
House were made to be jumped upon; and he 
considered if this libel was allowed to go 
forth to the world unchecked they must come 
to the conclusion that they were all made to 
be jumped upon. He thought they must put 
a stop to this sort of thing, and he would 
support the resolution of the honorable mem­
ber for Brisbane. As he said at the com­
mencement of his remarks, this was rather a 
delicate matter to touch upon, but he thought 
it was a case of sour grapes ; and he also 
thought the honorable gentleman who was 
the supposed sponsor of the person named in 
the resolution should come forward and give 
some excuse for the actions of his protege. 

Mr. PETTIGREW said he thought they 
would consult their own dignity and their 
position as representatives of the colony, if 
they allowed the matter to drop. He thought 
the first resolution would be quite sufficient 
to meet all the dignity of every honorable 
member of the House ; and the second merely 
asked that the printer, or the reporter, or 
somebody else, who took notes in the matter, 
should be called to the bar. Now, it was 
quite possible, and he thought it was very 
probable, that this was not a fair report of 
what took place in another portion of the 
Legislature, and if they were to--

Mr. PEcREY said he believed the honorable 
member was out of order. 

Mr. PErTIGREW: No: he was never out of 
order; he had never been out of order since 
he had had the honor of a seat in that House, 
and that was more than the honorable mem­
ber for Aubigny could say; and, what was 
more, he never would be out of order ; he 
knew how to place his words and his language 
honestly, strai~htforwardly, and in order. 
He was observing that if they were to call the 
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printer, or the reporter, to the bar, to give an 
explanation upon the point, why they would 
require to call him every morning. He could 
come forward with a similar motion e>'ery 
morning, for he was never correctly reported. 
What appeared was something like the mean­
ing of what he said, but there was an "if" or 
a "not," or something wanting that put a 
very different construction on the sentence. 
His humble opinion was, that this was merely 
wasting time; and as for the quotations of 
the honorable the Colonial Treasurer, he did 
not believe in them a bit; every politician, 
with any pretensions worthy of the name, had 
condemned them. He thought they must 
not stand too particular on their privileges : 
they had quite enough of privileges, and the 
proper thing was to conduct themselves 
properly, and if they did that, they would be 
able to stand any amount of insult that could 
be heaped upon them. He maintained that 
that Assembly was as honorable and as 
straightforward-unless subjected to too 
much Ministerial influence-if not more so, 
than any Assembly that had yet met in 
Queensland. He believed there had been less 
log-rolling than in any previous Parliament; 
and that he considered was about the greatest 
sin they could possibly commit ; and that H 
was the greatest iniquity their predecessors 
had been guilty of. He thought they would 
consult their own dignity by moving on to 
the next business, and he begged to move the 
previous question. 

Mr. GRooM said he was as convinced as he 
was standing there, that the publisher of the 
Telegrapl~ had not the slightest intention of 
reflecting upon members of that House ; and 
he was further convinced that when the 
matter came to be investigated, it would be 
found the report in that paper was almost 
substantially correct. And what was more, 
he believed the language in the 'l'elegraplb 
was couched in an exceedingly mild form 
compared with the language that was actually 
used; and he thought it was necessar.y that 
some steps should be taken to check the 
libellous assertions which were continually 
being made with reference to that House in 
another place. 

Mr . • T. ScoTT rose to a point of order. The 
honorable member was referring to what took 
place in the other House. 

The SPEAKER : I am sure the honorable 
member for Toowoomba knows the practice of 
the House and the Standing Orders, and I do 
not think he will infringe upon them. I hope 
he will not. 

Mr. GROOM said he would be very sorry 
indeed to infringe upon the Standing Orders 
or rules of the House, and he observed from 
"May's Parliamentary Practice"-

" It is obviously unbecoming to permit offen· 
sive expressions agaimt the character and conduct 
of Parliament to be used without rebuke, for 
they are not only a contempt of that high court, 
but are calculated to degrade the Legislature in 
he estimation of the people." 

Then a case was given in point :-
"In 1614, Dr. Richard Neile, Bishop of 

Lincoln, uttered some words which gave offence 
to the Commons, and they complained of them in 
a message to the LorclB, to which they received an 
answer that the bishop 'hacl made solemn protes· 
tation, upon his salvation, that he haclnot spoken 
anything with an evil intention to that House.' " 

He was simply carr.ying out the precise forms 
of the Imperial Parliament in a question of 
this sort. The object of the motion, as he 
understood it, was, that the publisher of the 
newspaner in question should be brought to 
the ba~ and called upon to explain his con· 
duct, and the House woulcl then be able to 
know whether the report was a correct or 
true report of what occurred in another 
branch of the Legislature. If it were true 
then, according to the practice of the Imperial 
Parliament, a message should be sent asking 
that the offensive words should be withdrawn. 
He thought they would be perfectly in order 
in taking that course, and he would vote for 
the motion of the honorable member for 
Brisbane on that understanding. 

J\fr. MAcDoNALD said he hoped the honor· 
able member for Brisbane would withdraw 
the motion, because in its present shape he, 
for one, could not support it. Although he 
agreed, to some extent, with the first portion 
of it, he was not prepared to admit that ~he 
report complained of was calculated to brmg 
that Assembly into contempt, more especially 
as he thought the Telegraplt newspaper was 
not one on which the people placed much 
reliance. He felt certain they had fallen into 
an error and had misreported the remarks of 
a member of the other House ; and he coulrl 
speak with some authority, as he was told by 
a person who was present in the House. He 
could point out, that in the report of the 
discussion on the Supreme Court Bill, it was 
stated that the clause compelling suitors 
against the Government to give security for 
costs, was carried by a large majority, while 
the fact was--

Mr. PEcHEY rose to a point of order. He 
thought the honorable member was as much 
out of order as the honorable member for 
Carnarvon. 

Mr. MAcDONALD : It was not carried ; it 
was struck out. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said it would 
naturally be expected that on a question of 
privilege he should make a few observations 
to the House. He regretted that any cause 
should have arisen to induce the honorable 
member for North Brisbane to bring a matter 
of this kind before the House; but there was 
no doubt that that House possessed certain 
privileges, and when those privileges were 
believed to be invaded, it was not only the 
right, but, in his opinion, the duty of every 
honorable member to bring the question 
before the House. Before saying anything 
directly on the question of these resolutions, 
he would encleavor to meet the difficulty that 
had arisen in the minds of honorable members 
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with regard to their right to refer to another 
place. There was no doubt whatever on his 
mind that if this House was libelled by 
another branch of the Legislature, they were 
fully entitled to have the matter examinecl 
into ; but, of course, in such a ease the evi­
dence must be clear and disLinct, and there 
must be no doubt about ihe fact that the 
House had been slandered. It was only in 
such a C'ase as that it would be justifiable on 
the part of the House to make any distinct 
reference to another branchofthcLegislature; 
and he thought, therefore, it would be well 
if honorable members confined their attention 
to the libel as it appeared in the newspaper. 
That was what he proposed to do, and he had 
not the slightest doubt the honorable member 
for Brisbane adopted this course of referring 
to the paper, simply because that was the 
only way in which he coulcl bring it 
before the House. He did not believe he 
had the slightest intention of subjecting the 
printer to any trouble, and he thought his 
object would be sufficiently gained if the first 
resolution was adopted by the House. But 
whether that resolution was carried or not, 
he thought the very fact of such a statement 
appearing in a newspaper made it well 
worthy of discussion in that House. He was 
not going to refer to the difficulty which hacl 
been raised with respect to the honorable 
member for Carnarvon; he believed the hon­
orable the Speaker was perfectly correct in 
that case, ·because, if he understood that hon­
orable member correctly, he intended to bring 
in a second libel in support of the one now 
before the House, and he thought anything 
of that kind would very fairly be brought 
forward as a substantive motion after this 
was disposed of. He thought also that the 
honorable member for Port Curtis made a 
slight mistake in thinking the House ought to 
pass over the matter without saying anything 
about it, and in referring so directly to himself. 
He thought it would have been very unfeeling 
on the part of any honorable member to 
attempt to bring before the House any invasion 
of its privileges on the part of the honorable 
member for Port Curtis on the occasion 
referred to. To make a statement such as 
the one now complained of was a very different 
matter indeed, to a statement made at a con­
vivial meeting after ten o'clock at night, and 
especially when, as the honorable member had 
stated, it was contradicted on the earliest 
opportunity. Whether the contradiction 
made the statement any better was a 
matter npon which honorable members might 
entertain different opinions. vVith regard 
to the question before the House, unless 
the House was prepared to defend its 
privileges, of course those pri>ileges must 
go to the winds ; and if it did not protect 
itself against libel, it would submit to a degra­
dation which ought not to be attached to it, he 
did not care where it came from. 'l'he libel in 
this case, it appeared, came from some person 
of the name of Sandcman, and who this Sande-

man was they were not, of course, supposed to 
know. He remembered a person of that name 
being expelled from t.hat House t\Vo or three 
years ago, and he chd not suppose that per­
son had been able to get into any higher 
position than he occupied in that House. He 
desired io stand on good terms with the other 
branch of the Legislature, and the Govern­
ment were desirous of assisting them in every 
way to defend their just rights and privileges, 
but no doubt that House had a difficulty 
sometimes. It was impossible to assert that 
a black sheep might not have got within its 
doors, and how could they hold that braneh 
of the Legislature responsible for what a 
person of that description might say of that 
House P He, therefore, thought the best 
course that House eould adopt would be to 
treat the libel with contempt, and if anything 
of the kind oecurred again, no doubt honor­
able members would be prepared to take up 
such a position as would be a warning to 
individuals of that class who committed any 
breach of its privileges. 

Mr. STEW ART said he was bound, in bringing 
the matter before the House, to move that the 
printer be called to the bar. Before reacling 
an extract from " May" in support of this, 
he would point out an error which some 
honorable members had fallen ini.o in dealing 
with the question. The honorable member 
for Port 0Ul'tis was not in his place, but he 
coulcl point out that had the paragraph in 
question appeared as the editor's own opinion, 
it would be entitled to be treated very 
lightly-it would not be consistent with the 
dignity of the House to take any notice of it; 
but when the statement was put into the 
month of a member of the other branch of 
the Legislature, it gained a foree it could not 
otherwise have. When anything of the kind 
went forth, it ought to be contradicted if 
untrue. The object he had in view would, 
he thought, be gained by the discussion that 
had taken place, and he would, if the House 
wished it, withdraw it, or the latter portion 
of it. 

The SPEAKER said the matter was now out 
of the honorable member's hands. 

Mr. STEW ART: He said he would do so, 
with the permission of the House. He would 
now read, from" i.VIay," an extract in support 
of the course he had taken :-

"When a complaint, is made of a new~papcr, 
the newspaper must be produced, in order that 
the paragraphs complained of may be read. It 
is the present practic<', when a complaint is maclc, 
to order the person complained of to attend the 
House; ancl on his appearance at the bar, he is 
examined and dealt with, according as the explana­
tions of his conduct are satisfactory or otherwise; 
or as the contrition cxpre,;,,ecl by him for his 
offence conciliates the di,pleasnre of the Hmbc. 
The member who make§ a compluiut must also 
be prepared with the names of the printer or 
publisher ; and it is incgular to make such a 
complaint unless the member intends to follow it 
up with a, motion." 
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He had follo1Yecl up the matter with a motion, 
and he would now leave the House to deal 
with the matter. 

Question-That the question be now put,­
put and earricd on division:-

Ayes, 21. 

}'fr. :Macalistt'l' 
, 3IacDevitt 

Stephens 
~fcllwraith 

, Miles 
, IIodgkinson 

Bailey 
, Beattie 

Groom 
:M"acroiS+'a.n 
J1'r,7ar 

, Pe~chey 
, Frascr 
, l<Jdmondstone 
, l!~oot.e 

, Dickson 
Stewart 

, Hemmant 
, 1Iorgan 
, Fitzgerald 
, l\ind. 

The original question 
affirmed upon a division, 
numbers being the same 
lists. 

Noes, u'. 
}fr. Palmer 

W. Scott 
, Graham 

Bnzacott 
],facDonald 
Wienholt 

, Morehead 
J. Scott 

, Royd.s 
, J>ettigrew 
, Ivory. 

was then put and 
the names and the 
as in the preceding 

REFLECTIONS UPON MEMBERS. 
Mr. MrLES ~aid he had to bring before the 

House a question of privilege. He should 
conclude with a motion ; and he thought he 
should move that Gordon Sandeman be 
brought to the bar of the House. That per­
son should be brought to the bar, and not the 
publisher of the Tele_qraph. He had not the 
slightest reason for letting the matter drop 
which he had before ?rought forward, as 
there were facts not eas1ly got over, even by 
the "explanation" published in the Courier 
newspaper, and signed by Gordon Sandeman, 
of Burenda. If the circulation of that news­
paper was confined to the colony of Queens­
land, he should not ha-,e said one word about 
it.; because he believed thoroughly that 
mnety }JCr cent. of the inhabitants would 
believe the explanation to be a libel, a false­
hood, a downright scandal; but the paper 
would be sent home, and he thought it as well 
that the statements in it should be contra­
dicted; and he would contradict them and 
give proof that so far as he was concerned his 
statements had been perfectly correct. The 
House had been engaged since half-past three 
o'clock discussing a matter that had taken 
place elsewhere, and he thou,.ht that when he 
read a portion of the letter f~om the Couritr 
it would be considered circumstantial e>idenc~ 
that Gordon Sandeman was the same party 
who had uttered the words which had been 
complained of, and for which he was blame­
able:-

" My attention has been directe,l to the report, 
as quoted b~- the only two papers I have by last 
post had acceds to-the Queemland .Times and 
Queens/mu/er-in tlw debate in Committee of 
Supply on the 15th instant, in which Messrs. 
:Niile·a and Groom are reported to have made 
certain remarks with reference to Mr. Heeney, 

2N 

who some time ago held the honorary office of 
Acting Police Magistrate in conjunction with the 
paid office of Commissioner of Crown Lands at 
Oharlevillf' .. 

"Although I could well afford to pass over the 
reported comments of Mr. Groom in particular, 
whose claim to consi.0tency in one respect I do 
not for a moment qucRtion, a rcgarcl for truth 
induces me to trouble you with these remarks. 

"Jn the quotation referred to, in which Mr. 
Groom is mPntioned as the 'latter' of the ' honor­
able members' alluded to, he is reported to ha>e 
i'aid 'that because Jl,'[r. Heeney had gi>en a 
decision adverse to J\ir. Gordon Sandpman on a 
case brought before him under the Masters and 
Servants Act, that gentleman threatening to soon 
have him removed, and that a short time after· 
wards, a late superintendent of Mr. Sandel1Lc'Ln's 
was appointed to the position, and Mr. Heeney 
simply acted as Land Agent.' 

" It is to be regretted in a country where that 
which all Englishmen so fully appreciate as a 
most innluable privilege-the freedom of debate 
-should so frequently be abused in our colonial 
Parliaments ; and there can be no greater abuse 
of that privilege than the everyday practice of 
those who are to a certain extent 'privileged' of 
making statements which are without foundation. 

"In the gist of the statement as quoted above, 
in which my name has been most unwarrantably 
brought forward, there is no truth whatever." · 

HoNORABLE MEMBERS : Question. 
JHr. MILES: Honorable members need not 

try to interrupt him: he would not be put 
out. Take the two things together, and let 
honorable members see what they could make 
of them. 'Vhat was said about himself, he 
should not take the slightest notice of; because 
Gordon Sandeman was not worth it. But 
it would be well for those who lived in glass 
houses not to throw stones. It was an 
extraordinary thing that those who were 
continually guilty of making mis-statements 
and casting imputations on others were 
always the first to cry out. He felt under 
a great obligation to the honorable member 
for Brisbane for the action he had taken; but 
he must say that he thought it was the duty 
of the Premier to have taken action to defend 
the privileges of the House. If he had been 
in the honorable gentleman's place, he should 
ha-,e been manly enough to have stood forward 
to protect the }Jrivileges of the House, and 
not han left the duty to a private member. 
However, he did not want anyone to defend 
him; he had always defended himself hereto­
fore, when he was attacked. He met !l party 
in 1842, named Captain Black, or Blake­
captain of a -,essel-who was in search of 
Gordon Sandeman : he supposed, the same 
as Gordon Sandeman, of Burenda. It 
appeared that Captain Blake was the guardian 
of !101110 orphan children, and was entrusted 
with a considerable sum of money to invest 
for their support. Mr. Gordon Sandeman, 
of Burencla, was at that time carrying on 
commercial pursuits as a merchant in 8ydney. 
The money was entrusted to him, but he, by 
some means or other, made a mistake and 
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put it to his own purposes. He shortly 
afterwards became insolvent, and the orphans 
were left destitute. The man who en.trusted 
the money to him, the guardian of the 
orphans, committed suicide ; but, if ho had 
found Gordon Sandeman, and he hunted for 
him all over the country, he would hare shot 
him. 

Mr. PALMER: Shame! Disgraceful ! 
Mr. MrLES: Any man who" attacked him 

must stand pretty well if he did not return 
it. He never made a statement, he never 
attacked an individual, unless he was justified 
and could establish it ; and Gordon Sandeman 
never made a greater mistake then when he 
attacked him. Gordon Sandeman retired for 
a while; but he turned up again. Now. in 
the explanation in the newspar;ers, Mr. 
Sandeman made it appear that his (Mr. 
Miles') statements in connection with the 
case of Mr. Heeney, were entirely false, 
because Mr. Heeney had applied to Govern­
ment for additional clerical assistance, and 
could not do the work. Mr. Heeney was at 
the time 
" the honora1•y m• acting police magistrate and 
Commissioner of Crown lancls-hacl frequently 
complained of being over-worked, and it was 
understood had applied for additional clerical 
assistance, a ' position' very different from that 
which Mr. Miles described--." 

Now, he (Mr. Miles) should read Mr. 
Heeney's letter, which would, he thought, 
refute Gordon Sandeman :-

" Charleville, 4th September, 1873. 
"SIR-I have the honor to acknowledge the 

receipt of your letter of the 25th ultimo, No. 
73,424, wherein you inform me that, with a 
view of relieving me of my duties as Police 
Magistrate at Charleville, and in order that I 
may be enabled to devote my exclusive atten­
tion to the office of Commissioner for the 
W arrego, the Government h11ve decided to 
combine the offices of Police Magistrate 11t Chm·le­
ville and Cunnamulla, 11nd that I am to hand 
over the records of this office to Mr. Okeden, 
Police ~fagistrate at the l11tter place, whose duties 
are not sufficient to occupy his time. In connec­
tion with the above, I wish to bring under your 
notice the following circumstances :-

" When I was promoted to the office of Com­
missioner and Police Magistrate 11t Charleville, 
one of the principal advantages that appeared 
w:ts that I w11s to hold the office of Polire Magis­
trate. The l11tter seemed an offire of 11 more 
ll<'l'IDI1nent nature than that of a Commissioner 
of an unsettled district, and one that was more 
Ji:.ely, ovving to the more frequent changes and 
weancies that occur, to lead to an ultimate 
c1 :ange to the more settled districts, which, of 
ccurse, is 11n advantage. I always understood 
that my predecessor in office her~, Mr. Cm·dew, 
" . , s looked upon by the Government quite as 
mneh in the ~ight of a Police Magistrate as in 
that of Commissioner, and the fact of his recent 
r,·moval to Stanthorpe tends to confirm this. 

" Dm•ing several years past the business trans­
a .. ted by the Commissioner for the Warrego has 
been ;very small indeed, and w;:ts insufficient to 

fully occupy his time without the addition11l 
duties of l'olice Magistrate. The offices have 
both been always held by one person, 11nd, 
even during the great rush for country in 1864, 
1865, 1866, and 1867, one person held the two 
oflices. rrhere can never be such 11n amount of 
business to transact in the Crown Lands Office 
here 11gmn, because almost all the av11ilable country 
has been taken up. Dm-ing the past twelve 
months there was 11n increased demand for 
country, and nearly all that remained fit to occulJY 
has been taken up. The duties of the Commis­
sioner, therefore, instead of incre11sing will cle­
crea~e, as in Roma and elsewhe1·e, where the Clerk 
of Petty Sessions performs the work ; and the 
Commissioner will soon, therefore, be like Mr. 
Okeden, and not have sufficient work to occupy 
his time. No doubt there will be some country 
to survey and inspect, but that will soon be dis­
posed of. 

"In point of economy, the proposed cha11ge 
will not be 11n advantage, as with a good clerk, 
who could be got :for £150 a-vear, I would un­
dertake, at my present salary, "to do, efficiently, 
the work of Commissioner as hitherto, and also 
of Police Magistrate at Ch11rleville ancl Cunna· 
mull11;"---

Where was the Colonial Secretary P He 
wished he was in the House, that one of · 
those officers who had nothing to do might 
be dispensed with by him :-
"or even, after a time, when the business of 
the Commissioner returns to its normal state, to 
do, without any 11ssistance except 11 slight increase 
in salary, the business of the three officers as h11s 
been previously clone by Mr. Cardew." 

He should not read any more, because there 
was a flat contradiction of what Mr. Sande­
man had stated. The minute by the late 
Colonial Secretary on that letter, which was 
addressed to ~im, was :-

" Mr. Heeney had better rese1'Ve his opinions 
until he is 11skecl for them.-A.H.P." 

He should say no more on the matter, nor 
take up the time of the House. It was not 
worth while-Mr. Sandeman was not worth 
it. Mr. Heeney was thoroughly upright in his 
actions, and he (Mr. Miles) only wished he 
could say as much for Gordon l::landeman, of 
Burenda. He would not dispense the law in 
Mr. Sandeman's Master and Servants cases 
to suit Mr. Sandeman ; but he discharged his 
public duties honestly and conscientiously. 
And he (Mr. Miles) had had some little ex­
perience of Mr. Sandeman in the police court. 
If ever there was persecution, he had been 
persecuted by Mr. Sandeman, and two 
magistrates who were a disgrace to the Com­
mission of the Peace. He was summoned 
by the bench, the summons having been 
served at his residence, forty miles from Con­
damine, when he was at the House attending 
to his duties, and the summons was made re­
turnablein twenty-four hours; and the fact was, 
the bench had no jurisdiction whatever. But, 
he had been obliged to take up a barrister from 
Brisbane at a cost of eigh~ guineas. During 
the hearing of the case, Mr. Sandeman was 
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in communication, by wire, with Mr. Chubb, 
the solicitor, at Dalby; and the replies to his 
questions were received in court. The case, 
he felt convinced from the first, would go 
against him, from information he had received 
from his superintendent that no adjournment 
would be granted. It did go against him, 
and an appeal was refused; but Mr. Sandeman 
sent another telegram to his solicitor, who 
replied that the bencli must grant an appeal. 
He (Mr. Miles) only wished the matter had 
been carried a little further and taken into 
the Supreme Court ; he should have taught 
G01·don Sandeman a lesson. 

Mr. PEr'riGREW: It had ended in nothing. 
Mr. MILES moved the adjournment of the 

House. 
Mr. PETTIGREW: "When Greek meets 

Greek, then comes the tug of war." The 
time of the House had been occupied since 
half-past three o'clock to discuss something 
or other, and to call Mr. Gordon Sandeman, 
who happened not now to have a seat in the 
House; and an honorable member had em­
braced the opportunity and availcd himself 
himself of the privileges of the House to 
slander the man, and to rake up things from 
the dead that might never have had life or 
animat.ion. If that sort of thing was to go 
on, where would it stop? He was reminded of 
a story of an old Highland chief, who lay 
dying, and who, calling his son to him, said­
" Jock, I'm a deeing." "'Deed, are ye?" said 
the son. " Yes ; and the minister tells me 
I must forgi' e So-and-so or I wont be for­
given. I do forgi'e him; but mind ye, Jock, 
never you forgi'e him; carry it on." It was 
the same thing here. Two Celts-High­
landcrs, if they liked; they were from a little 
bit over the hills ;-they would quarrel toge­
ther, they would abuse each other, they would 
get blind fu' together, then kiss together, and 
they would come to the House together, and 
quarrel and abuse each other again; and so 
on. That sort of thing must be put an end 
to. On principle, he insisted upon its being 
stopped. Because Gordon Sandeman wrote 
a letter to the newspaper, he was brought up 
to the House and his character was to be in­
sulted and his past history raked up. He 
(Mr. Pettigrew) told the honorable member 
for Carnarvon that he would not have made 
that statement, if Gordon Sandeman was a 
member of the Assembly! 

HoNoRA.BLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear. 
Mr. PETTIGREW : That sort of thing was 

not to go on in the House. A good many of 
them lived in glass houses ; and the honorable 
member for Carnarvon did, perhaps. He (Mr. 
Pettigrew) had been warned not to attend a 
l!'riday afternoon sitting ; and he did not 
think he should do so again, to listen to a 
tirade of abuse. It was a sort of holiday 
arrangement. Business might have been done 
on Friday mornings, but none was done on 
Friday afternoons and evenings. With refer­
ence to the statement of Mr. Sandeman, whom 
he knew privately, and for whom he had a 

very great respect, he had no hesitation in 
saying, from inquiries he had made, that he 
believed Mr. Sandeman had referred to the 
other colonieE. 

Mr. STEW ART rose to order. The honor­
able member had no business to refer to a 
previous debate. 

Mr. PETTIGREW: The honorahle member 
was a new member, like himself, and he 
should not take instruction from him. He 
protested solemnly against the waste of time 
by the House being occupied in such discus­
sions as had taken place during the present 
sitting. The honorable member for Carnar­
von had made a very humiliating spectacle of 
himself. He had said he was not afraid of 
any man : then let him take a thrashing or 
write in the papers. If the honorable mem­
ber wrote a word about him (Mr. Pettigrew), 
why, he would jump upon him and extinguish 
him ! but to bring the matter before the 
House was low cowardice. 

Mr. PALMER said he was about to address 
the House, but the honorable member for 
Stanley had completely demolished the hon­
orable member for Carnarvon; and it would 
be a pity if he said much more. He hoped 
that the House would not listen to such 
charges brought by a member to defend his 
private character. It Mr. Sandeman had 
published a letter which the honorable mem­
ber for Carnarvon objected to, the duty of the 
latter was plain-either to bring the writer 
up for libel, or to answer him through the 
press. Such matters ought not to be brought 
before the House ; and the gross attack which 
the honorable member for Carnarvon had 
made under privilege of Parliament was dis­
graceful, low, mean, cowardly. He durst not 
say out of the House what he had just said in 
his place; and he durst not put his speech 
in print out of the records of the House. He 
(Mr. Palmer) had known Mr. Sandeman for 
many years. The Premier, he believed, had 
alluded to him as a man who had been dis­
missed from the Assembly. That was no slur 
on Mr. Sandeman's character, and none was 
deserved. He had been absent during a 
short session. 

Mr. WIENHOLT: Four days. 
Mr. P ALMER : That reference by the 

Premier, perhaps, had induced the honorable 
member for Carnarvon to make use of the 
gross language he had used, which was 
cowardly. The honorable member had risen 
to privilege, and said he would call Mr. 
Sandeman to the bar; and he ended with a 
motion for adjournment. What did he 
mean? It was merely an expression of his 
spleen and malice. The honorable member 
had talked of persecution. The persecution, 
he (Mr. Palmer) believed, was on the other 
side. He knew the whole circumstances; 
they arose out of a case of travelling sheep. 
Surely, honorable members could settle their 
quarrels outside the House, and not make 
use of parliamentary privileges to utter libels. 
As to the appointment of Mr. Okedon in 
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place of Mr. Hoeney, the statement of the 
honorable member for Carnarvon would imply 
cen,ure on both the present and late Govern­
ments. He (Mr. Palmer) appointed J\Ir. 
Okedon without Mr. Sandeman knowing 
anything at all about it. The present Gov­
ernment made a change, and when it was pro­
perly represented to them, they found that the 
arrangement of the previous Government was 
a good one, and they revoked their action. 
He hardly knew J\ir. Okeden, except as an 
efficient officer. 

J\Ir. FRYAR rose to protest against the pre­
tensions of the honorable member for Stanley, 
who treated the House to speeches of con­
sidt>rable length and exercised his Herculean 
strength in endeavoring to amuse honorable 
members, after which it was always peculiarly 
necessary to go on with the business ;­
nothing more was to be said, after that hon­
orable member had spoken, but to follow the 
advice with which he always finished his very 
long speeches-go on with the business ! If 
the honorabb member would act upon it 
himself, the House would the sooner get to 
business. He (Mr. Fryar) was obliged to 
the honorable member for Carnarvon for 
bringing the matter before the House. Some 
lighL had been thrown upon two or three 
questions, and upon one appointment at }past, 
that had been under discussion before. N at­
withstanding what had been said by the 
honorable member for Port Curtis, the course 
taken by the honorable member for Carnarvon 
was the proper one to pursue. 'l'he letter 
complained of was not a reflection upon thfl 
honorable members for Carnarvon and Too­
woomba, whose statements were called into 
question, it was a reflection upon the 
whole House; but he was afraid it would he 
impossible to reach the honorable gentleman 
who had written it. 'l'here was a divinity that 
hedged a king; and there was a spirit of 
~nother ~escription that took care of his OIYn, 
m the Coloni11l House of Lords. If there 
was any way of bringing the honorable 
gentleman to book, he should have been glad 
to have helped the honorable member for 
Carnarvon, who had clone goocl service in 
bringing the matter forward. 

Mr. J. ScoTT, referring to the observa­
tions of the Premier, about Mr. Sancleman's 
~aving been expelled from the Assembly, said 
1t would have been only fair on the part of 
the honorable gentleman to haye stated the 
manner in which Mr. Sandeman had been 
expelled. The question was simply this--A 
short session commenced on the 26th April, 
and ended on the 4th May, 1870. By the 
::ltanding Orders of the House, an honorable 
member was not allowed to absent himself for 
more than fourteen days without express 
leave. Mr. Sandeman did not attend clurinO' 
~hat short session. On the 5th July follow~ 
mg-

" Mr. 1\facaliRter, aclverting-as a question of 
privilege-to the presence in the House of Mr. 
Sandeman, moved, That a writ be issued for the 

election of a member to serve in this House for 
the electoral district of Lcichhardt, in the room 
of Gordon Sandeman, E~quiro, whose scat has 
br·come vacant by reason of his having, for one 
whole session of the legislature, without the per­
mission of this House entcrPd upon its journals, 
failed to give his attendance in the said House. 

" The Speaker thereupon said, ' It appears to 
me that this is no more a Question of Privilege 
than that of a member taking his seat. and voting 
whose return has been questioned and pctitione' l 
against, who, we all know, can sit and vote until 
his seat has been declared \acant by 1·eport of the 
Elec'ions >md Qualifications Committee. The 
honorable member for Leichhardt was returnell 
for that district, ancl has sat and votecl in the 
House, and it seems to me that he has as mueh 
right to do so as any member of this House, until 
a Resolution of the House-of which notix:e 
must be given-shall declare his seat vacant ;­
more esp01"ially so 1vhen it is seen, by the opinion 
of the Law Officers of the Crown, in England, on 
the clause of ' The Constit?ttion Act' .,·hieh refers 
to the matter stated, that absence during one 
whole session does not necessarilv render a seat 
vaeant. Be~ides, if honorable m~mbers will look 
at No. 18 of the Standing Orders, they will see 
that a member may be absent fourteen clays with­
out leave of the House.'" 

In spite of that opinion of the Law Officers 
of the Crown, Mr. Gorclon Sandeman's seat 
was declared vacant by order of the House. 

The CoLONIAL SEcRETARY: That action of 
the House was approved of by the Attorney­
General of England. 

The SEcRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : That 
very question of declaring the S!'at vacant had 
been referred home by a late Government 
to the Imperial Crown Law Officers, and 
their reports were in the records of the House, 
that the action of the House was decidedly 
correct in declaring Thir. Sandeman's seat 
vacant. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY: Really, the 
honorable member was out of order in refer­
ring to the proceedings of the House, to 
reflect upon them. 

::\Ir. J. ScoTT : The honorable member 
himself was out of order in making such a 
statement. 

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY : The honorable 
member had no right, according to the Stand­
ing Orders, and according to parliamentary 
rule, to condemn the House for having done 
anything. The House had declared the sPa~ 
of a person named Sandeman vacant, and the 
proceedings were allrefel'l'eu to the Imperial 
Government ; and if the honorable member 
would only look to the records, he would 
find that the action of the House was ap­
proved by the Attorney and Solicitor Generals 
of J:<~ngland, whose opinion was that the 
House was the judge of its own privileges. 

Mr. Grwo~ said, as one of the persons 
whose statements were challenged by .lUr. 
Gm·don Sancleman, in the letter which that 
gentleman had published in the newspaper, 
he was, he thought, entitled to say a few 
words. The statements he had made in the 
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ADJOURNMENT. House were based on information supplied to 
him by persons living in the district whom 
he believed to be perfectly clisinteres Led ; and 1 

they were strongly supported by J\fr. San de­
man's letter-because that gentleman said he 
had applied 

JYir. STEW ART said, that as it was near the 
dinner hour, and as there was a probability 
that in consequence of the late sitting last 

, night, there would not be a House at seven 
o'clock, and as there seemed to be a disposi­
tion to clear out, it would be best to come to 
some arrangement about adjourning. He 
should move-

"for redress to the locn1 Bench at Charlcville, 
a.ld, considering that juetieo hncl not been done 
bv the decision of the Bench-of which Mr. 
Hccncy was the ea; officio chairman, and whose 

1 

conduct in the c•itscs in question, and in others, ' 
had, in the opinion of many, been obstructive to 
the course of justice and propriety-! ha:l in­
tended placing the particulars before the At­
torney-General.'' 

The information he (Mr. Groom) had re­
ceiver! from Charleville was, that Mr. San­
dcman had stated in the court-house-and the 
honorable gentleman had not contradicted 
it-that he would take care that i\Ir. Heeney 
was removed. Since J\l[r. Sandeman had 
challenged his statement, he (1\Ir. Groom) 
had made further inquiries, and he was still 
corroborated. The thrc:tt was made in the 
court-house. Mr. Sandeman said in his 
letter, that he did not apply to the Attorney­
General, because JYir. Hecney was removed 
before he could do so. He (:\l[r. Groom) 
believed he did make one mistake : there were 
two l\Iessrs. Okedon in the diBtrict, father and 
son; it was the father who was late superin­
tendent to Mr. Sancleman; it was the son 
who was appointed to be magistrate. He had 
letters in his possession which, if they were 
true, showed that Mr. Okeden was utterly 
unfit for a police magistrate, whether 
appointecl by the late or the present Govern­
ment. He did not regret that he had drawn 
attention to the matter. 1\fr. Sandeman 
was 110t,hing to lnm more than any other 
individual; and he vms not to be deterred 
from bringing forward anything by an attack 
in the newspapers. At one time he was 
sensitive, and used to answer every little 
snarling cur that chose to bite at his heels ; 
but he had got over that, ttnd he now took 
little notice of attacks upon himself. His 
information was from an authentic source ; 
it was corroborated by .Mr. Sancleman's 
letter; and he really firmly believed, from 
his knowledge of the man, that he did make 
the threat in the court-house, no doubt in the 
warmth of his irritation, that he would get 
l\ir. Heeney removed. Speaking from his 
knowledge of ~fr. Heeney, when land agent 
at Toowoomba, where he might have been 
corrupted-and it was not his fault that he 
had not been-he was quite incapable of doing 
anything wrong wilfully; he was an upright 
man, and he had discharged his duty faith­
fully and with credit to himself and to the 
colony. On the bench at Charleville, his 
decisions did not please lYir. Sandeman, and 
therefore he made him his enemy. Mr. 
Sandeman might write, but he (Mr. Groom) 
should take no notice of him. 

Question put and negatived. 

That this Hou,o do now adjourn. 

He understood that the honorable member 
for JHitchell had given notice of a motion 
for adjournment until -w ednesclay, which 
would, doubtless, be brought forward as an 
amendment. 

:iYir. PETTIGREW expressed his astonish­
ment at the honorable member for Brisbane, 
who, with others who lived in Brisbane, 
wanted to go home to the bosom of his 
family. He was prepared to sit until twelve 
o'clock to do business, of which there was 
plenty on the paper. There was a week's 
adjournment a week back, and now another 
adjournment was asked for, to postpone or to 
stop legislation. It was preposterous, mons­
trous absurdity that the House should now 
adjourn. 

Mr. GRAHAM: 'l'he honorable member 
could scarcely be serious in proposing the 
adjournment. The House had done no busi­
ness whatever. He did not think it was 
neceHtmry to detain the House with any 
lengthened remarks, but he certainly con­
sidered that the motion for adjournment 
came with very bad grace from the honor­
able member for .Brisbane, who had been the 
cause of the Hou:se sitting for three hours to 
discuss a motion of his own. He thought it 
was a farce to meet and then adjourn without 
doing any business; for certainly the debate 
which had taken place that afternoon could 
not be termed business. 

.Mr. HoDGKINSON trusted the honorable 
member. would not press the motion for 
adjournment, as it was a g1·eat tax upon 
honorablc members who had to come a long 
distance from the North to attend to their 
duties, to have constant adjournments. 

Mr. MoREHEAD said that he quite sympa· 
thised with the remarks of the honorable mem­
ber who had just sat clown; but he had been 
rather amused at the honorable member for 
Stanley speaking so vehemently on the 
subject, as that honorable member had not 
been very conspicuous by his attendance. 
He had also been rather surprised at the 
remarks of the honorable member for Cler­
mont, who had been absent on many important 
occaRionR : but he was, above all, peculiarly 
a 'l~ .. .. ... c honorable member for th,} 
Burnett saying "Hear, hear," to the motion 
for adjournment, as that honora ble member had 
been most conspicuous in urging the Friday 
evening sittings. Yet that honorable member, 
ancl the honorable member forBowen, who also 
supported Friday's sittings, had been absent 
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on the very first evening under the new 
arrangement. He did not, himself, think 
tha! the country would gain much by those 
sittmgs, but that the Friday morning sittings 
were the best after all. As he said before, 
he was peculiarly pleased with the honorable 
member for the Burnett, who had not said 
anything, but had positively applauded, on 
the present occasion, sentiments which he had 
formerly opposed. The honorable member 
for Rockhampton also made a great noise, 
and yet that honorable member had been 
absent when a measure of the most material 
importance to his constituents was discussed. 
He had tl>mt day seen that, at Rockhampton, 
an indignation meeting was to be held, about 
that very measure. He did not know 
whether the people who called it were going 
to invoke divine assistance or the assistanee 
of the Upper House, to have the vote of the 
Assembly rescinded, or what--

J\:Tr. HoDGKINSON rose to a point of order; 
the honorable member was not speaking to 
the question of adjournment. 

Mr. SPEAKER said the honorable member 
was in order. 

Mr. MoREHEAD said he was speaking to 
objectionable remarks made by honorable 
members in reference to the adjournment, 
and contended that they came with bad grace 
from those honorable members. He would 
proceed to deal a little further with the 
honorable member for Rockhampten, and say 
that that l1onorable member had had no right 
to be absent from his place when the g;eat 
question of the residence of the northeru 
judge was under discussion, and that in so 
doing he had neglected his duty. He would 
point out that it was highly improper for 
those honorable members to whom he had 
referred, to endeavor to shift the opprobrium 
on to the shoulders of the honorablc member 
for Brisbane, who had always been most 
assiduous in attending to his duties in that 
House. 

Mr. G-RAHAli explained that he had never 
been absent from the House during the whole 
of a11y one evening; he had occasionally left 
the House for a few hours only. 

Mr. DrcKSON said he had been as regular 
an attendant of that House as any honorable 
member, and although he had intended to 
support the motion for adjournment, yet, after 
the very courteous speech of the honorable 
member for Clermont, he was quite willing 
to remain and assist in transacting any bn.~i­
ness. At the same time, he was very doubt­
ful, after the experience they had had that 
afternoon, whether the House was in a humor 
to proceed with work. 

Mr. BuZACOTT said it was not often he 
occupied the time of the House, and if some 
other honorable members would remain so 
long quietly in their seats as he did, he 
thought business would go on a great deal 
more satisfactorily. He would not attempt 
to reply to ihe statements of the honorable 
member for the lVlitchell, as he preferred to 

leave his constituents to judge his conduct. 
He might mention, however, that he had 
been absent in the evening referred to by 
that honorable member solely through an 
accident to the steamer. So far as the 
adjournment was concerned, as he could 
perceive that honorable members had no 
serious intention of proceeding with busincs~, 
he thought it was of no use their remaining 
there. Ho must say, however, that he con­
sidered that the House had been much 
humiliated by the scandalous debate they 
had had that evening. 

Mr. IvoRY said that he was truly pleased 
that he had affon1cd the honorablc member 
for the Mitchell such an amount of amuse­
ment-of peculiar amusement, as the honor­
able member termed it. That honorablo 
member usually spoke in a sort of melo­
dramatic or rather farcical style, and only a 
few evenings ago, had presumed to accuse the 
honorable member for Oxley of a desire to 
constitute himself the lecturer of the House; 
but the honorablo member was in the un­
fortunate position of throwing stones when 
he himself lived in a glass house. The 
honorable member should recollect that he 
was, after all, a very young man-although 
he, no doubt, considered himself an old 
member-and had a great deal to learn. Ho 
would advise the honorable member to take 
those remarks to heart, and, when he rose to 
address the House, not to be so free with his 
personal advice to other and. older honorable 
members. He could not understand why the 
honorable member should have said that he 
(Mr. Ivory) was prepared to advocate views 
he had formerly" opposed; but he thought he 
would always be found consistent; at any 
rate, he was not prepared to allow the horror­
able member the gratifieation of judging him, 
as he preferred to leave that to his constituents. 
He had been absent on one occasion only, 
and would be glad to hear that the honorablc 
·member for the .Mitchell could say the same. 

The Al'TORNEY-G-ENERA.L thought there was 
a great deal more time consumed in discus .. 
sing the simple matter of adjoumment than 
there was any necessity for; and he thought 
it would be better for honorable members to 
make up their minds at once, instead of refer­
ring to matters which had no object whatever. 

Mr. HoYDS said that, if it was competent for 
him to do so, he would move as an amend­
ment, that the House adjourn until Vi ednes­
day next. It was well known what was to 
take place on Tuesday afternoon, and it would 
be only fair to the honorable the Speaker 
and to the officers of the House not to 
bring them down whilst, in all probability, 
honorable members would be enjoying them­
selves at the races. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said that, on 
the part of the Government, he could not con­
sent to an adjournment until Wednesday. 
There was no doubt that there had been an 
adjournm<.'nt for the previous \Yeek; but he 
did not think they should have adjournments 
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every two or three weeks, especially as the 
Government had some very important busi­
ness on the paper which they were most 
anxious to proceed with. He felt it was only 
due and just to honorable members coming 
from a distance that he should. oppose the 
motion. 

Mr. PAL:M:ER said the House had adjourned 
the previous week for the Ipswich Agricul­
tural Show and races, and as the Brisbane 
races came on next week, he thought they 
should adjourn for them until We(bwsday. 
At the same time, he was quite willing to 
propose as a compromise, that if the Govern­
ment consented to that adjournment, they 
should have FriclRy evening for their Gov­
ernment business ; if they did as much then 
as had been done that afternoon, it would not 
benefit them much. He had always been of 
opinion that Friday evening sittings would 
not be productive of much good, and the 
experience they had already had proved that 
he had been correct. 

The CoLO:'!IAL SECRETARY said he would 
be quite willing to accept the suggestion of 
the honorable member for Port Ourtis ; at the 
same time, he did not exactly entertain the 
same opinion with him as regarded the Friday 
sittings. On the present occasion, they had 
met after a very heavy sitting, and he 
thought honorable members would not feel 
themselves in a position to go on with busi­
ness. Although he must, in justice to other 
honorable members, protest against the 
adjournment until vVednesday, still he 
understood that there were matters coming 
on on Tuesday evening in another place, 
which wouldjeopardisetheir having a meeting 
of that House. 

Mr. PETTIGREW wished to know whether, 
in the event of an adjournment until W ednes­
day, it was the intention of the Government 
to proceed with the Land Bill on that clay. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : Yes. 
Mr. BAILEY protested against the proposed 

adjournment, and thought that next they 
would be wanting to adjourn for the Mary­
borough and Rockhampton races. 

Mr. STEW ART said that reference had been 
made to an adjournment for the races ; but 
he thought, although he was not a sporting 
man, that if they adjourned for a whole week 
for the Ipswich races, they might very well 
adjourn until ·w ednesday for the Brisbane 
races. He thought that if they did not adjourn, 
the Government might be deprived of a day, 
and as they had some very important business, 
he was in favor of the suggestion of the hon­
orable member for Pm:t Curtis; especially, 
also, as it was very hard to expect the officers 
of' the House to be in attendance on Tuesday 
when there was not likely to be a House. 

Mr. HoDGKINSON said that the difference 
between the offieers and the members of the 
House was, that the former were paid to 
attend, and the latter had to pay. He should 
object to all adjournments on principle, and 

to show the country those honorable members 
who were anxious to attend to their business. 

Mr. FRYAR opposed the motion on the 
ground that too much time had been lost 
already. 

The motion, as amended, was put, and the 
House divided with the following result :~ 

Aye,, 9. Noes, 21. 
::Ur. Palmer Mr. MacDevitt 

J. Scott , Mdlwraith 
, :llorehead , Macaliste1• 
, Royds , Graham 

Wienholt , Stephens 
, rettigrew , Foote 

W. Scott Fitzgerald 
Stewart Bailey 

, Beattie. , Buzacott 
, Grifllth 
, Hemmant 
, Ivory 
, Fryar 
, Groom 
, MacDonald 
, Pechey 
u 1\Iiles 
, Edmondstone 
, Hodgkinson 
, Dickson 
, Fraser.J 

Some mi~conception having arisen amongst 
honorable members as to the exad wording 
of the motion, whether it was intended to 
apply to an adjournment until Wednesday, or 
not, it was, after some discussion, put again, 
when the House again divided, as follows:-

Ayes, 17. Noes, 14. 
:Ur. P:~lmer :\Ir. Macalister 
, Dickson , llemmant 
, Fraser , Mac Devilt 
, Rm ds , Pechey 
, ::\Icllwraith , }'!organ 
, W. Scott , Bnzacott 
, l\Iorehead , Griffith 
, \.Yienholt , Fitzgerald 
, J. Scott l\IaC'Donald 
" Nind , Fryar 
, Graham , Stephens 
, Miles , I vary 
, Pettigrew , Baile:r 
, Edmondstone , Hodgkinson. 

Groom 
Beattie 

, Foote. 




