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SUPPLY.

The CoLoN1AL TREASURER moved-—

That the House resolve itself into a Committee
of the Whole for the further consideration of
Supply.

Mr. Gramay said, that, before going into
committee, he wished to offer a few remarks
to the House upon the general policy of the
Government in -dealing with the surplus
revenue of 1873. It was quite a distinct
matter from voting the general Estimates,
inasmuch as it was not the voting of money
to meet the current expenses of the colony,
but it was a division amongst the colonists of
a large sum of money which had acecumulated
from savings of revenue. The reason why
the Government had such a large sum
in their hands had been already suffi-
ciently shown, and, although it was put down
as surplus revenue, it was in reality money
raised by a former loas, which had been
applied to meet a revenue deficiency—if
there had not been such a loan, there
would not have been the present surplus.
The total amount that was available appeared
to be £250,000, and accumulated as it had
been, he thought, on the face of it, it must
appear to every honorable member that that
sum of money should be divided with some
show of justice among the various distriets
of the colony. The way in which the Govern-
ment proposed to deal with it, however,
showed that they were not actuated by that
feeling of justice, and that they had been
guided by mno principle whatever. If the
public works were not charged upon loan ab
all, the money would then be surplus; but
such a sum, amounting in the present case to
something movre than £250,000, was more than
surplus revenue, and should be expended on
public works. Now, the way in which it was
proposed to divide that money was not in
accordance with the basis of population,
with the amount received from taxation, or
in accordance with any prineiple whatever.
He had not so many details as he would have
liked to have had to show the position of the
central district; in fact, he had hoped that
the task now performed by him would have
been taken by another honorable member
who would have been better prepared with
information on the subject. But, taking popu-
lation as one basis, he might mention that
the central districts vepresented one-fillh
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of the total population of the colony; if|
therefore, that was taken as a basis, the
central district should receive one-fifth of
£250,000 or £50,000. If they looked at the
quantity of stock in the various distriets,
which was one ground upon which they could
form an opinion of the importance ot a dis-
trict, they would find from the returns of the
Inspector of Sheep, that there were in the
central district 2,400,000, or one-third of the
total number in the colony; so that, according
to that basis, the eentral district would be
entitled to one-third of the surplus. Again,
if they looked at the local revenue, they
would find that about one-sixth was contri-
buted by that distriet. If they looked to the
land revenue, including licenses and rent
exclusive of land, they would see that the
central distriet contributed £63,741 15s. 6d.,
or one-fifth of the total revenue derived from
that source. Those were a few items which
would clearly show to the House the position
of the central district as compared with the
rest of the colony, and taking the average,
those items showed that that district rvepre-
sented one-fifth of the colony, whether as
regarded population or any basis that could
be named that was a fair one. Before re-
ferring to the proposed division of the sur-
plus, he might inform the House that instead
of voting one-fifth for roads and bridges out
of the Kstimates for the eentral district, all
they got was very nearly one-tenth, as he
had calculated it. He found, on looking at
the page of proposed expenditure of surplus,
that the central distriets, instead of recelving
one-fifth, to which he had shown that they
were entitled, or £50,000, were to get only
£4,500. That appeared to him to be such a
gross injustice that he did not believe any
honorable member would deny that they had
not good ground for complaint. He was
aware that some of the sums set down re-
ferred to expenditure of a general character
for which the whole colony should be
charged ; for instance, the item of £75,000
for immigration. The various sums for the
improvement of harbors and rivers were, he
considered, more of a local character; and
on looking at them he found that whilst a
new dredge, costing £25,000, was to be pro-
. vided for Brisbane, the old one now in use
there was to be sent to the northern ports.
There was some further expenditure for
telegraphic extension which he was quite
willing to allow was general, more than local
expenditure ; but even after they deducted
all the items which could come under the
head of general expenditure, they would
still find the same unfairness shown to
different districts of the colony. Now,
whatever might be said about one district
getting more than its fair share of expendi-
ture of the general Estimates, could not be
applied to the present instance; and, as the
honorable Colonial Treasurer could not ex-
pect, year after year, to have a similar sur-
plus to that now in hand to dispose of,
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honorable members had a right to claim that
it should be fairly divided when it did come,
and that it should be divided upon the prin-
ciple, as nearly as possible, of every tax-
payer who had contributed towards that
surplus receiving his share back again. He
knew that that was of course impossible ;
but still, the expenditure of the money upon
public works should be so apportioned that
every district should reeeive its fair share.
He would now move as an amendment—

That all the words after the word “That” he
omitted, with the view of inserting in their place
the following words:—(That) “this motion he
postponed, to afford the Government an oppor-
tunity of withdrawing sheir estimate for surplus
expenditure, and of introducing an amended esti-
mate fairly apportioning to the public works in
each district of the colony the surplus revenue
contributed by such district, as shown by a paper
laid on the table of this House during the current
session, entitled “Revenue and Expenditure for
1878, apportioned in accordance with the proposed
Financial Separation Bill of 1872.”

In moving that amendment, he did so prin-
cipally, as notice had been given of it for some
time, and honorable members would, no doubt,
be prepared to deal with it. At the same
time it was not so much from a desire to raise
a discussion upon a proposed Act of Parlia-
ment as to show that the proposed division
of the surplus was very unfair, and should be
referred back to the Government for the pur-
pose of re-arranging. He did not care what
basis they took, whether the revenue appor-
tioned in aceordance with the Financial Sepa~
ration Bill, whether the exports and imports,
or anything else; he should be equally con-
tented provided they took some basis. That

Litem of £4,500 for improving the upper flats
of the Fitzroy would be money thrown away;
a less sum than £10,000 or £15,000 for that
work, and a similar sum for other worksin the
distriet, was nothing more than it was entitled
to. He trusted the House would accept the
amendment, and insist upon the Governmetit
making a division upon some prineiple or basis
which would have the effect of doing justice
to all.

The Corosiar TrrAsURER said he was in
hopes that the honorable member for Bowen,
who he knew took very great interest in the
subject now before them, would have ad-
dressed the House before he rose to do so, as
then he would have had an opportunity of re-
plying to anyarguments the honorable member
might bring forward ; but the honorable
member seemed to think that the Government
should state their views upon the subject
before he addressed the House. He must
say that he could hardly think that the hon-
orable member, in moving the amendment,
was in earnest, as the substance of the lon-
orable member’s remarks was, that the
Government should withdraw their estimate
and bring in an amended estimate, framed in
accordance with the principles of a Bill, which
was what——P? ‘Why, which was a Bill



446 Supply.

which had been only carried to a second
reading in that House—although introduced
by one of the strongest Governments in any
of the Australian colonies—and which, by the
expressed wish of a supporter, was withdrawn
when in committee.  How the honorable
member could ask the House, or the Govern-
ment, to withdraw an estimate and frame it
in accordance with a Bill which had never
received the sanction of the Legislature, he
was at a loss fo understand. He eould hardly
understand that the honorable member seri-
ously meant that, or that he wished to have
another discussion on the Financial Separa-.
tion Bill of 1872 ; but if the latter was the
honorable gentleman’s wish, the Dbest thing
for bim and those honorable members with
whom he was acting, was to again introduce
that measure. He thought that the way in
which the motion had been introduced was
somewhat disingenuous, but he presumed the
honorable member was acting for an absent
friend. The motion said :—

“ An amended estimate fairly apportioning to
the public works in each district of the colony the
surplus revenue contributed by such district, as
shown by a paper laid on the table of this House
during the current: session, entitled ¢ Revenue and
Expenditure for 1873, apportioned in accordance
with the proposed Financial Separation Bill of
1872.2”

He presumed that the solution sought to be
derived from that was that the present Gov-
ernment were in some way responsible for that
particular Finaneial Separation Bill or what
had followed from it-—mamely, the returns
which had bLeenlaid on the table of the House
by them ; but the fact of the matter was that
he found, on entering office, that the accounts
were still being kept in accordance with the
instructions of the late honorable Premier,
and the Bill introduced by that honorable
gentleman ; and, finding that to be the case,
he thought it would have been rather dis-
courteous for him to take any action which
would have the effect of making all that
work nugatory. It was not his wish to do
so, and he thought it was only right to the

country that the returns should be laid on !

the table, and the information be taken for
what it was worth., That, however, was a very
different thing to saying that the present
Government agreed with the prineiple of the
Bill, which it was well known they had
strongly opposed at the time; and whicl,
when the proper time arrived, he could
show was not at all suited to the re-
quirements of the colony. He made those
remarks, in order that honorable members
might not be led away by the paper laid on
the table during the present session, which,
as he said before, was furnished merely as an
act of courtesy to the late Government. He
must say that he looked upon the vote
roposed on the previous evening, when the

ouse was in committee, that the northern
judge should reside at Bowen, as a very

important one ; as, when honorable members |
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aflirmed that, it was equivalent to a definite
settlement of what were, in future, to be con-
sidered the northern distriets. There had
been discussion after discussion as to what
should be the boundary of those districts,
but he looked upon the vote of the previous
evening as having settled it. He thought
that no one who had taken any interest in
public events could deny that the question of
Separation was only a question of time, and
that at no distant day they would have a new
colony commencing north of Cape Palmer-
ston. That would not be so injurious to
Queensland ; but any separation commencing
at Dawes’ Range would leave Queensland
saddled with a very heavy debt upon it, with
a comparatively small territory, and with
a very small sea-board. Ie believed thatatno
very distant date a new colony wouldbe created,
especially if the resources of the North should
prove capable of supporting the large popula-
tion which it was at present believed they
would do. As regarded the vote of the
previous evening, pointing out, as it did, the
boundary of the future colony, he thought
that that fact should make the honorable
members representing the central district con-
tented to cast in their lot with the remainder
of Queensland ; for he believed that if the
colony agreed upon separation, the Imperial
authorities would never consent to fix the
boundary of the new colony so far south as
Dawes’ Range. He thought it would be well
to say that he thought that those who had
been for so long agitating for separation, had
done so more for their own interests than
those of others; and he thought every rea-
sonable man would say that if ever there was
separation, it must commence north of Cape
Palmerston and not at Dawes” Range, for the
reasons he had already stated. The honorable
member for Bowen addressed the House on a
former occasion, on the subject of the elaims
of the North in reference to expenditure; and
he believed that that honorable member
had not thought him guilty of discourtesy
in not replying to the remarks then made,
although some other honorable member might
have thought so. It was then desirable
that the Government should get on with the
Estimates as rapidly as possible, and as, in
replying, he would have had fo go into
figures, and an acrimonious and long debate
nught have followed, he considered it wiser to
lesve any reply for a future eccasion. It had
been said that anything could be proved by
figures, and he proposed shortly to reply to
the statements made on that former occasion
by the honorable member for Bowen, leaving
out of the question the central districts, for
the reason he had given, that Bowen must be
regarded as the boundary of the northern
distriets. He saw, onreferring to the papers
laid by himself on the table, a few days pre-
viously, and which was prepared in acecord-
ance with the Financial Separation Bill of
1872, that the expeunditure mnorth of Cape
Palmerston, during 1873, was £37,756, or one-
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tenth of the general government, namely,
£487,799, the total expenditure Dbeing
£92,602.. Now, those figures were all very
well, but when they came to actual faets,
what would they find? They would find from
a return, prepared in accordance with a
motion of the honorable member
Enoggera, that the actual expenditure north
of Cape Palmerston amounted to £128,297
instead of to £92,592, as set forth in the
proposed Tinancial Separation Bill of the
honorable member for Port Curtis. That
depended wupon the way in which figures
were used. It was a well known axiom
that figures could be made to prove any-
thing, and the honorable member had given
another illustralion of that, as he took
figures belonging to local expenditure and
put them down to general government.
It was well known that the expense of
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government in sparsely peopled distriets, like '

those north of Cape Palmerston, was very
different from that of governing a thickly
populated distriet. It was quite true that
the revenue derived from the North was
large, but the expense of government was
out of proportion to that of the southern
districts ; so that, if they took the average
receipts and the actual expenditure, they
could show almost any amount they chose;
but, on the other hand, if they took the actual
veceipts and the actual expenditure, they
would produce a different result. What he
had taken was the actual expenditure, and
that showed an inercase of £36,000 over the
amount set down in the Bill of the Lonorable
member for Port Curtis. He did not intend
to show how those calculations, if worked out,
would affect all the distriets of the colony.
He had already said that it was the inten-
tion of the Government, if they remained
in office next session, to lay before the
House a Bill dealing with every district in
the colony, whether north, central, or south.
He thought, however, he had shown the
House that the returns of the honorable mem-
ber for Port Curtis were totally fallacious,
and that the actual expenditure in the re-
moter districts of the colony was very much
larger than the average expenditure, which no
House would be justified in adopting. The
honorable member for Clermont stated that
the sum of £240,000 was a surplus derived
by a transfer from loan to revenue, and there-
fore it was unnecessary for him (the Colonial
Treasurer) to say more on that subject. They
were, therefore, simply placed in the position
of having a surplus of £240,000 owing to
their having at some previous time transferred
£1060,000 from loan to revenue to cover a de-
ficiency. That being the case, the Govern-
ment were not justified in looking upon it as
an ordinary surplus which could be used for
the reduction of taxation, but simply as an
amount which should be devoted to purposes
for which, under ordinary circumstances, they
would have been justified in asking posterity

to assist them in the cost of. He considered )
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that if there was one purpose more than
another of a national character to which a
portion of such surplus should be devoted, it
was immigration. The Act of 1872 entailed
a very heavy expenditure, and it was necessary
that large provision should be made for meet-
ingit. Then there wasa sum for the improve-
ment of harbors and rivers, and he would
ask whether there could be any work more
national than that, as every man was bene-
fited by it; and it was most absurd to say
that because a sum of money was spent on
the improvement of a port, that port alone
benefited from it. Why, all the colony partici-
pated in the benefit. Then again, there was
a sum for lighthouses, and he might say, in
connection with them, that the colony had
reason to be proud of the manner in which
its coast was lighted ; in fact, it was admitted
that our coast was better lighted than any
other. Surely there could be no objection to
lighthouses Deing called a national work.
Again, he would ask, for what better purpose
could money be voted than for the extension
of telegraphic communication ? That not only
afforded great facilities to the Government in
carrying on the business of the country, hut
was of great value to the public. Independ-
ently of that consideration, however, there
was the prospect of the telegraph lines being
reproductive. He thought, therefore, there
could be no objection to that item. The next
item was for the renewal of railway stock
and making surveys, hoth of which were
necessary works. In regard to the improve-
ments of harbors and rivers, he might mention
that when he took office he asked the Port-
master to furnish a list of the requirements
along the coast; that officer was not fettered
in any way with instructions, but was merely
to say what he considered was necessary to be
done. He had noticed, however, in one of the
newspapers,a complaint that the port of Bowen
was not to have any portion of the surplus
spent upon it ; but the reason for that was the
best that could be given, namely, that no
expenditure was required, as Providence had
so favored it;—he only wished that Bris-
bane was in the same position. A great
deal had been said about the large sum put
down for the port of Brisbane ; but, if honor-
able members would refer to returns, they
would see that 80 per cent. of the whole
shipping went to the port of Brisbane. In
reference to the new dredge, for which £25,000
was put down, he might explain that it was
intended to dredge the channel to a greater
depth than the dredge now in use could go,
and thus a new dredge was required; the
present dredge had been put into a thorough
state of repair, and would be sent to the
Fitzroy. He might also mention that the
sum of £4,500, for constructing groins on the
upper flats of that river, was merely an
experiment ; and if it was found that those
groins were successful, a larger sum would
be asked for in the next Estimates. It was
the opinion of the Portmaster and others
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competent to give an opinion, that the mere
dredging of the Fitzroy was only throwing
away money, as the channel would silt up
immediately afterwards, and that groins
must be constructed. If the experiment was
successful, the Government would ask for a
further sum, and endeavor to make the
navigation of that river as good as it could be
made. As regarded the Pioneer River, lie
conld tell honorable members that unless
there was a jetty a mile and a-half long, it
wounld be impossible to make a good port;
and the Government had been informed that
the improvements already made had had a
good effect in scouring the river, and that,
when more was done, vessels would be
enabled to go up to the town. He thought,
after that explanation, that the honorable
member would withdraw his amendment, as
he had merely asked the Government to
withdraw their Estimates on the strength of
a slip of paper which had not passed that
House, and which never would have passed it
in the shapethat it wasin. He believed that,
if honorable members would take into con-
sideration the origin of the surplus, and if
they looked at the mode in which it was
proposed to be expended, they would agree
with him that the Government should not
assent to local demands, but should devote it
to works of a generally improving character,
which would indirectly benefit every portion
of the community. The same remarks he
had made in reference to the improvement of
ports and harbors were applicable to immi.
gration. It was true that the late honorable
Treasurer proposed to expend £200,000 out
of Joan on public works; but the preseat
Government had made as ample provision in
their Estimates-in-Chief, guided, as they must
necessarily always be, by the recommendations
of their own officers. He hoped that the hon-
orable member for Clermont, having attained
the object of his amendment, would now
withdraw it, and allow the House to go into
committee.

Mr. Parmer said, the honorable the
Colonial Treasurer had endeavored to make
a great deal of capital out of the fact that the
Financial Separation Bill, introduced by him
two years ago, was simply a piece of waste
paper. It was not, he would admit, an Act
of Parliament certainly ; but he denied that
the returns based upon it could be justly
termed pieces of waste paper. Those returns
had been based upon accounts kept in the
Treasury, and the insinuation of the honorable
member that they had been kept for purposes
of his (Mr. Palmer’s) own, was entirely un-
called for. He had no doubt that the accounts
had been well kept, and his object—the only
object he had in view—in having them kept
was, that they should be of use for further
legislation on the subject, and enable the
Government, or private members of that
House, to know what should be the future ex-
penditure for different districts of the colony.
The honorable Treasurer had furnished the
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House with figures, and also with the infor-
mation that a person could do anything with
figures ; but he would ask, whether more reli-
ance was to be placed upon figures furnished
by the honorable gentleman to suit his own
purpose, than on accounts kept by clerks in
the Treasury, who could have no possible
object in view P He would not give sixpence
for all the figures when they were got up for
a special purpose ; but he contended that the
accounts kept by the Treasury, in accordance
with an FExecutive minute based upon the
Financial Separation Bill, were very much to
be relied on—very much more than any
figures furnished for a puarpose. Ie had
been a little astonished—that was to say, if
be could be astonished at anything done by
the present Government—at an honorable
member of a liberal Government—at a Min-
ister of the Crown—getting up in his place
and preparing the country for separation.
He maintained that separation was a mistake.

Howorapre MemBirs: IHear, hear.

Mr. Paruer: He would repeat it was a
mistake, as small colonies would never com-
mand the respect and influence that large
colonies would; separation was, in fact, a
mistake in every way. He had considered
the subject well and for a long time, and, as
honorable members were aware, had formerly
been an advocate for separation ; but he now
said that the idea of separating this colony was
a mistake, as regarded the future of the colony.
He maintained that if the country was only
fairly governed, and attention paid to every
portion of it—which he did not suppose for a
single moment the present Government had
any intention of doing, judging from the
manner in which they proposed to dis-
pose of the surplus revenue—he would
say that if each part of the colony was
treated properly, the idea of separating
any portion of the territory was a mistake.
But he did not go so far as to say that
separation might not be a necessity. They
had been told by the honorable the Colonial
Treasurer that the central districts were
bound to regard themselves as integral por-
tions of the colony. But when they found
that their interests were entirely ignored;
when they found that out of this surplus of
£240,000 the paltriest sum possible was put
put down for them ; that for the main port,
he might say the only export port of that
large and important district, the sum put
down was only £4,500, he did not helieve
the inhabitants of that district would con-
sider they were at all well or fairly treated
or liberally governed. Then it might be-
come a necessily to agitate for separation,
ag had been done before when the northern
distriets were treated in the same way as
they were now, by the same Minister who
was at the head, of the present Govern-
ment ; and he was sorry indeed to see fhat
honorable member’s colleagues following in
his tracks. That honorable member was
like a Bourbon; he had forgotten noth-
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ing, and he had learned nothing during
his absence from office, and he (Mr. Palmer)
was exceedingly sorry to see his colleagues
following in his steps and endeavoring to
inflict injustice on the northern portion of
the colony. The proposition of the honor-
able the Colonial Treasurer, with regard to
separation, was merely a sop to the northern
members, and he would be very much
astonished if they could not see it in that
way themselves. That honorable member
Iknew as well as he did why the northern
members wished for separation at Cape
Palmerston, but he had no hesitation 1n
saying that the question would never be con-
sidered by the Home Government until the
opinion of the Government and of that House
was clearly expressed respecting it; and
although it might suit the honorable the
Colonial Treasurer to draw the line of sepa-
ration at Cape Palmerston, he was strongly
inclined to believe that the residents of the
northern and central districts would have a
considerable voice in the question as to
where separation should take place. He
was as certain as he was standing there, that
if they were to have a separation at all, Cape
Palmerston would not be the only point at
which there would be separation, unless a
very different course of procedure was
adopted with regard to the central districts.
They had been told by the honorable the
Colonial Treasurer that the proceedings on
the question last night had decided the
question where separation should take
place, but he never heard the question
of separation introduced into the matter
as to where the fourth judge should
reside. Heunderstood the question last night
related entirely to where the services of the
judge would be most available, and he cer-
tainly heard no argument that he should
reside at Bowen because separation was to
take place at Cape Palmerston. He heard
nothing whatever on that point last night,
but it was infroduced now; and however the
honorable the Colonial Treasurer might hug
himself with the belief that separation must
be at Cape Palmerston, he believed that if
there was to be separation at all, the opinions
of the residents of the central districts of the
colony would go a long way with the Tmperial
Government in dealing with the question.
And after the manner in which those districts
had been treated, he would be very much
astonished if the question of separation—
which had been dead, or rather sleeping, for
years—did not again arise, and arise like
a giant from sleep. He was perfectly certain
that the residents of the central districts
would not submit to the injustice which was
tried to be inflicted upon them by the present
Government and their supporters. They had
a proposed expenditure of surplus revenue to
the extent of £75,000 for immigration; and
he did not object to that, but he hoped it
would be appropriated so as to extend equal
benefits to every district in the colony,
21
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although, judging from other portions of the
proposed expenditure, he was inclined to
think that Rockhampton would not be favored
with many of the immigrants. Then there
was £25,000 for the improvement of harbors
and rivers —for a dredge for the use of Bris-
bane. That a new dredge was wanted he
was quite aware, because the present dredge
was useless for the purpose of cutting the
channel deeper than it was already cut except
at Francis’ channel, and there it could not be
worked at more than half tide. He did not
so much object to that, but when he found
the agony piled up by an additional £32,000,
he thought there was great reason to com-
plain.  He thought £25,000 for a dock could
be very well done without, and that at all
events a large proportion of that sum
ought to go to swell the miserable pittance
of £4,500 put down for Rockhampton. In-
cluding the £2,000 for telegraph exten-
sion from Springsure to Tambo, the pro-
portion allowed to Rockhampton was aboub
one-thirteenth of what was set down for
Brisbane ; and he would ask honorable mem-
bers, no matter on which side of the House
they sat, whether that was a fair proportion
out of £240,000 to be proposed for the enor-
mous and important distriect of which Rock-
hampton was the port? If they said it was,
he could ouly say he very much regretted
that the ties of attachment to the present
Government were so strong that even a sense
of justice could not tear them asunder. The
injustice of the treatment of the various por-
tions of that district by the other side of the
House was so very glaring that it was hardly
necessary to call the attention of the House
to it. ¥oer Maryborough—which, although
it was an important town, was certainly not
so important as Rockhampton, and did not
require so much to be done for it—they found
the expenditure proposed was more than
double that put down for Rockhampton.
Then, at the Pioneer River, where a sum of
about £7,000 had rccently been expended, or
was in the course of being expended, they
had an additional £5,000 for the extension of
the embankment, and £1,800 for a groin; and
both of these places had money voted for
bridges in the general Hstimates. He thought,
if honorable members would take the
trouble to look into these matters, they
would agree with him in thinking that the
sum put down for Rockhamplon was miser-
able—miserable in the extreme. To the
sum put down for lighthouses in Torres
Straits, and along the coast, be had no
objection ; he believed they were abso-
lutely necessary; but with regard to the
other items, he must repeat that the central
districts were being badly and most unfairly
treated by the Government. The honorable
the Colonial Treasurver had stated it was
notorious that the expense of governing the
northern portion of the colony was greater,
owing to the sparse population, than the
expense of governing the southern portion,
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which was thickly populated ; and he had no
doubt the expense was greater per head, but
he denied that it was greater in proportion to
the extent of country, and to the amount of

daty derived from it. He would like to know !

whether, in making his caleulations, the
honorable member took into acecount the
xpenses of forming new gold fields, of expe-
ditions that had been out exploring the
country, and the necessary expenses attendant
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upon the rush to the Palmer; because, if he

did, he denied that that was a fair mode of !

caleulating the expenditure.

The Corowian TrrastrEr: The rush to
the Palmer was in this year.

Mr. Parver: Well, there were rushes
before that in other parts of the colony. He
thought this sum of £4,500 for Rockhampton

might just as well be struck out of the HEsti- !
mates as left at that amount, because it would

only be sufficient to put a groin in the river,
which the first fresh would wash away. It
would, in fact, be money absolutely lost.
The lowest estimate he had ever heard of for
a groin in that river was £8,000, and the
cffect of putting down only £4,500 for that
work would be simply throwing money away,
because it would be washed away by the first
fresh, and it would be no guide as to whether
there was any improvement with regard to
the depth of the river or not. He hoped the
honorable member for Clermont, who, in the
absence of the honorable member for Rock-
Lampton, had adopted the motion, would press
1t to a division, and that honorable members
would assist them in endeavoring to obtain a
fair proportion of this expenditure for the
central districts of the colony.

Mr. Frrzeerarp said he could not see
why the Government should object to make
a correction in this proposal of theirs, any
more than making a correction in the tariff
which they introdueced at the commence-
ment of the session. If they made a mis-
take from want of experience or from some
other cause, he did not see why they should
nob acknowledge it; and when it was fairly
and clearly shown that great injustice would

be done by the proposal the honorable the
Colonial Treasurer had made, he thought they
would be only acting gracefully by acknow- !

ledging the error and making some other pro- |

position. That honorable gentleman, when

he rose to address the House that evening,
made some sort of an apology for any seeming

discourtesy on his

part, in not replying .

to his (Mr. Fitzgerald’s) speech on a for- .

mer oceasion upon this subject.
oceasion the honorable member said, when
he was leaving the House, that it wwas
a great pity he (Mr. Fitzgerald) had brought
forward such a statement, as he was hav-
ing some rveturns prepared which would
completely smash it up, and show that
things were quite the reverse of what he had
stated them to be. He was glad they had
these returns, as they were something they
could depend upon, coming from the Govern-

On that
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ment, But, what did he find on looking over -
these returns ? That although they reduced
the amounts of the balances rather:consider-
ably, in consequence of heavy local expendi-
ture for police protection, telegraphic exten-
sion, and the management of the gold fields,
which was heavier than he anticipated, still
he found, in the main, the calculations he had
brought forward were correct. As things
now stood, it appeared that during the last
three years—I1871, 1872, and 1873—there was
an amount of nearly £100,000 taken from the
northern portion of the colony in excess of
what ought to have been taken. He did not
wish to eloud the northern view of the case
too much by taking into consideration, just
now, the claims of the central division of the
colony ; but it appeared, from the returns
which had been taken from accounts which
the late Government caused to be keptin a

| certain way, that during the last three years

a certain surplus had arisen in the various
divisions of the cclony. This surplus ap-
peared to be as follows :—Southern division,
£84,000; Wide Bay and Burnett, £82,000;
central division, £38,000; and northern divi-
sion, £53,000. Now, if it was intended by
the present Administration to do justice,
which it was hoped it was their intention to
do, they ought, certainly, to have adoped that
basis, because they could show no good
reason for not doing so. Itwas of no use to
say that this Financial Separation Bill was so
much waste paper——that it never passed
beyond the second reading; because, if the
prineiples of it, by which the public accounts
were kept, were just and right, there was no
reason why those principles should not be
fully carried out at the present time.

The SrcrrTary For Punric Luxns: They
are not just.

Mr, Firzeerarp: The honorable member
said they were not just, but he contended that
not only were they just, as far as they wont,
to the colony in general, but that they ought
to be a great deal more liberal to the particu-
lar portion of the colony which he, and some
other Lonorable members, represented. He
did not wish at this time to become the
advocate of the interests of the .central
districts, which had much more able advocates
in the House than he was, and he would
confine himself to the part of the colony he
had the honor to represent, and try and
explain the reasons why he thought the
proposal of the honorable member for Cler-
ment was reasonable; and that it was time
they should know how the expenditure of the
eolony was to be regulated mn future. The
surplus which had arisen during the last
three years, was stated by the honorable the
Colomal Treasurer to have arisen from loan
account ; but he thought it was not worthy
of that honorable gentleman to try to blind
the question by intreducing such a subject as
that, because the money was raised under a
certain Toan Act for £400,000, which was
transferred $o the consolidated revenue in
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order to make good: the deficiencies of several
previous years. That being so, they must all
know that that matter was settled, because
the interest on that loan had been charged

ever since in the general expenditure of the |

colony, and they were paying for it at the
present time ; so that to found any argument
on. that was not at all just, and it was elear
this surplus had arisen from excess of revenue
over expenditure during the last three years.
Then he found, on reference to the returns,
that theselarge sums, which ought to be placed
to the eredit of the different districts, made
together something like £257,000 ; and he be-
lieved the difference between that sum and
the £240,000 was mainly to be attributed to
the manipulation of land orders, which, al-
though they were reckoned in one way, were
nob reckoned as cash, and did not inerease the
balances at the Treasury. The principal
reason why they felt so much aggrieved by the
appropriation of these large sums wasg this:
that whilst the southern division had eredit
to the extent of £84,000 the honorable the
Colonial Treasurer proposed to spend upon
local works something like £70,000, or nearly
the whole amount that that division could
claim, leaving only a small Dbalance of about
£14,000 to be thrown into the general fund for
general purposes. Then, when theylooked at
the Wide Bay and Burnett division, they found
£18,000 proposed to be expended in local
works, against a credit shown by the returns
of £82,000, leaving a credit balance of £64,000
to be expended in loecal improvements ; and
he contended that they had as much right to
get that amount as the member of a partner-
ship had a right to draw a similar sum 1if it
stood to his credit. There was no reason
why that sum should be thrown into any
fund for general purposes; but, on the con-
trary, the sums required for those purposes
ought to be obtained by loan, the interest on
which should be borne by all the divisions of

the colony. Then, in the central division, of |

which Rockhampton was the capital, he found
there was a balance of some £38,000, and it
was proposed to expend a sum of £9,800, and
in reality ouly £4,500 was put down. He
thought something like #£5,000 would be
taken out of the total sum for railway expen-
diture ; that would be about the amount
which would probably be spent in railway
surveys and plant, and deducting that, it left
about £28,000, which ought to be made avail-
able for such local works and improvements
as they thought necessary for their accom-
modation. Then he came to the northern
division of the colony, and against a balance
of £53,000, the Government proposed to
expend £13,000, leaving nearly £40,000
to the credit of that division. Now, these
different balances made up a sum of
£146,000, and he now complained, as he
did before, that the honorable the Colonial
Treasurer, with large-minded liberality,
wished to impound and to appropriate
the whole of that amount for the general
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purposes of the colony. He maintained that
such a system was most unjust, and, if it
was to be carried on and enforced by
the votes of the majority of that House,
it was time the people of the North
sought another remedy, and the only
remedy they could seek—entire separation.
He saw by later returns, that the balance
due to the North was very much
greater than £53,000; that, in reality, from
their point of view, it amounted to, at least,
£98,000 or £100,000. And even making
liberal allowances, on account of some items
which were objected to by the honorable
the Colonial Treasurer, they had still some
£17,000 in excess of the returns shown by
the financial separation accounts of 1872,
This £146,000 ought, he maintained, to be
placed to be credit of the different portions
of the colony in which the balance had
arisen, and any other way of dealing with if
was most unfair. To say that it must be
spent in lighthouses, telegraphic extension,
and immigration, was simply to give to the

. southern division all it was entitled to, and
. then to appropriate the £146,000 of balances

for general wants, and the same division
would be the largest participator in that dis-
tribution. He denied, altogether, that immi-
gration could be looked upon as a national
work, because people generally remained in
that portion of the colony which they first
came to, and the northern portion of the
colony got very few additions to its popula-
tion from the south, except when diggings
attracted them from there and from the other
colonies. If the honorable the Colonial

. Treasurer would ask the House to assent to
i a loan for these purposes, he admitted it

would be very proper ; it was very necessary
to have lighthouses, telegraphic extension,
and immigration, and if he had proposed to
take a certain pro rate contribution out of
the balances due to the different divisions of
the colony and use it for these general public
purposes, he would have no objection, be-
cause the contribution from the northern
division would be something like £13,000,
and they would have about £40,000 left.
He contended that as long as this system of
putting down sums aceording as works were
required, without having any reference to
where the money was raised, would not
content the large divisions of the colony,
the people of which felt that they could
have a separate existence, and that they
were in no way connected with the southern
portion of the colony, excepthy very temporary
bonds. When the honorable the Colonial
Treasurer spoke of national works, and ranked
amongst them improvements to harbors and
rivers, it was really going too far. They
must be less intelligent than that honorable
member supposed them to be, if they could,
for one moment, think that any expenditure
of this sort in the Brisbane river, no matter
in what way it was spenf, could Dbenefit the
people of the North.” It was well known
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that they derived no benefit whatever either
from the railways at present in existence or
from the improvement of harbors and rivers;
in fact, Sydney was more the capital than
Brisbane, so far as they were concerned,
because they had more trade and communica-
tion with that port. He had now to advert
to the returns whieh had been lately fur-
nished by the Government; and it would
be seen from them that the average expendi-
ture per head of the population, in 1871, was
put down at £2 18s, 11d. in the southern
division ; whereas, in the North, it was £5 11s.
But he took exception to that ealeulation
altogether, and he did think it was very
unfair of the honorable the Colonial Treasurer
to put it in that shape, because he must have
known that, in addition to the £324,000 stated
to have been the expenditure south of Cape
Palmerston in 1871, there ought to be added
£180,000 for interest on local loans in that
year, and these loans really represented
public works which, in place of being made
from year to year, were ordered in advance,
There could be no doubt that that £180,000
was a contribution from general revenue for
public works in the southern division, and
that, added to the admiftted average of
£2 18s. 11d., brought the real average up to
about £4 10s. per head for the southern
division ; whereas in the North, by adding
the interest on local loans, the expenditure
was something like £5 13s. per head; so that
the difference was really not so very great,
and it was clear that the expense of govern-
ing the southern division was muech greater
than the honorable the Colonial Treasurer
stated. That honorable member had men-
tioned the question of Separation, and he had
led the House to believe that he, for one,
would not be unwilling to support such a
measure, if Cape Palmerston was to be taken
as the southern boundary of the new colony ;
but he hoped he did not think the representa-
tives of northern constituencies would be
content with a promise of that kind without
it being accompanied, at the same time, by
something in the way of substantial justice
during the time that portion of the colony
was obliged to remain 1n connection with the
southern division. He believed the question of
Separation was one which must come on very
shortly, and one which would force itself on the
eonsideration of that Assembly. There were
many guestions of great importance to people
living in the tropies which appeared to be
strougly opposed by the Government and
southern members, and which, if not reason-
ably dealt with by that House, would
certninly inflict so heavy a blow on the
resi ‘ents north of Cape Palmerston, who
wer.: engaged in agricultural and other pur-
suil», that it would drive them to the
ultinate resource of obtaining separation as
the only means of redress. But, so long as
they remained a portion of the eolony, they
should expect to get justice, and they had
asked, over and over again, that some 1intelli-
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gent principle should be adopted for the
apportioning of surplus revenue as well as
the taxation of the colony—that these things
should be on some clearly defined and fair
basis. 'The plan of putting down thousands
of pounds for this work and that work with-
out attempting in any way to deal with the
question of balances which had arisen from
the progress and prosperity of the colony,
wag one he must most decidedly dissent
from, and one which he must oppose at
“every stage, because the people he repre-
sented were well up to the question; they
knew that exactly the same thing was going
on with respect to them that the present
colony of Queensland had to complain of
with regard to New South Wales, when there
was a total absence of any desire on the part
of the Legislature of that colony to do justice.
Of course, under these circumstances, the
desire for separation must increase from day
to day until the people would not be able to
stand it any longer, and in the end, the
agitation would operate in the same way as
it did in the case of New South Wales. On
referring to the returns, and making the

i necessary additions, the total expenditure in

the northern districts for 1871, including a
fair proportion, 12 per cent., for the expenses
of the general government, was £75,000
against a revenue of £98,000, leaving a bal-
ance in favor of those districts of £23,000.
In 1872, the balance in favor of-the North
was nearly £50,000; and, in 1873, it was a
little over £27,000. These figures showed
the actual expenditure in the mnorthern
division of the eolony, and were not from
any calculation which the honorable the
Colonial Treasurer said could be so readily
made ; and the only question between that
honorable member and the members repre-
senting northern constituencies was in re-
lation to the revenue for 1871, which he said
was excessivly estimated at £98,000. The
item objected to by that honorable member
appeared to be the addition of twenty per
cent. for Customs duties, and they were wil-
ling to make it ten per cent., although he was
sure it was more than that, because, in the
~ year 1868, the then member for Rockhampton,
Mr. Archer, and himself, obtained from the
Collector of Customs an estimate which made
the duties collected at Brisbane as 20 per
cent. of the entire amount collected at the
separate custom houses in the North.
Another item objected to was, that they
should not claim ecredit on excise and duty
and postage stamps; that in place of that
revente being in proportion to one-twelfth of
the population it was very much less. . They
were willing to coneede this, although they
maintained 1t was not fair to ask them to do
50, because the adult males, who formed the
principal part of the population of the North,
did not write fewer letters, or have less busi-
ness transactions than people in the other
partsof the colony. There was one good expla-
nation as to why not many duty stamps were

-
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sold ; and that was, that most goods sent up
from the southern division of the colony were
drawn against, and the duty stamps were
procured in the south. There were very
few bills stamped by the persons who con-
sumed the goods; they were generally
stamped before they were sent up, and
charged to the consumers. That was one
good reason why stamp receipts did not show
as much as they ouglht to do; but, neverthe-
less, he contended that any person acquainted
with the operations of business and trade
would admit that there was not a less propor-
tion of business done in those distriets than
in the other portions of the colony. There
might be something more paid for transfers
of real property, and, making these reductions,
it would take about £25,000 off the £08,000
or £99,000, and leave a clear balance in their
favor of about £74,000. There was no way
in which the matter could be looked at with-
out the great injustice that was being done to
the North being apparent ; and he thought the
epresentatives of the central distriet had an
equally good right to complain of the unjust
manner in which they were treated. He
maintained that in place of the figures he had
before quoted being completely smashed up
by the statement of the honorable the Colonial
Treasurer, they were, to a great extent, veri-
fied, and at least the northern division was
entitled to a clear balance of £74,000; and he
had no doubt that if the whole matter was
gone into by some impartial persons, they
would make the sum very mearly £100,000.
He should feel it necessary to oppose a great
many items in this proposed distribution of
surplus revenue, beeause, as he said before,
the injustice was manifest. He was sorry to
hear from the late Premier that Lis opinion
was so much adverse to separation, because
he thought everything that had occurred
lately must show that their demands could
not fairly be refused. Thathonorable gentle-
man must also be well aware that it would be
quite impossible to get representatives who
would really represent the North to come
down here and spend month after month, to
the total neglect and, perhaps, ruin of their
own business, when they ought not to
spend anything like that time. It was
not in human nature to stand it, and it was
a thing which could not be borne much
longer. There were many othen good
reasons which he could advance, bub which
he scarcely thought he would be right in
bringing forward on the present occasion.
He hoped that many honorable members
of that House would be good enough to say
what they wished to sec done with regard to
the question of Separation, and what side
they were likely to take ; because, by so doing,
they would simplify matters very much ;—
because then some arrangement might be
made by which business could be carried on,
so far as the southern portion of the colony
was concerned, in whatever way was thought
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fit; and the representatives of the northern
constituencies, if they had in view the acqui-
gition of the management of their own affairs,
would not take so much interest in general
matters, or make themselves so obnoxious
as they should feel bound to do under the
present state of things.

Mr. Dz Sarer said he took a very differ-
ent view with regard to the surplus revenue
to that expressed by many previous speakers.
They should, he thought, look to the origin
of this surplus, and when they did so he
could not see why the Government should be
in such a hurry to spend it. Ie could not
imagine why, when they had a surplus of
£240,000, derived from prosperous times
and good administration of the affairs of
the country, they should be at once de-
sirous of squandering it away. No sooner
had they met together than they were called
upon to dispose of this surplus, derived, in a
great measure, from heavy taxation ; but he
maintained the very first thing that should be
done under such circumstances was to reduce
taxation, and not to squander this money away
in sops to distriets represented by certainmem-
bers, or to centralize the whole expenditure of
the colony in one spot—Brisbane. No one, so
far as he was aware, asked for this expendi-
ture; they had hardly labor enough in the
colony to complete the public works at present
in progress, and yet they were asked to vote
enormous sums for additional works. He
thought they ought to rest and be thankful
for a time, and endeavor by wise legislation
and good administration to advance the
interests of the colony. It appeared to him
that the whole of this surplus was looked
upon in something the same spirit that a
sehoolboy regarded a sum of money which he
had in his pocket—that it was burning until
he spent it. He thought they ought to take
time to cousider carefully the wants of the
whole colony, which the Government had not

-had time to find out during the short recess

which took place after their accession to
office. He also took exception to the manner
in which it was proposed to distribute this
surplus. He believed there was a strong
majority in the House in favor of immigra-
tion; but he took an opposite view, and was
thoroughly opposed to the principle of forced
immigration. He was satisfied that if the
working men of this colony were appealed to,
they would also be found to be opposed to
that system;—that they were opposed to being
taxed for the introduction of immigrants who
would compete with them. He believed that
most practical men, sich as mechanics and
others, if asked if they were willing to be
heavily taxed for the forced introduction of im-
migrants, such as he had seen arriving since he
had been in Brisbane, they would say, “Weare
better without them, and we are not going to
be taxed to bring these roughs into the
colony ; and they can get land orders which
we cannot get ourselves.” He maintained
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that this was another injustice to the good |

honest old colonist, and that they would be
doing him the greatest injustice if they asked
him. to pay further taxation, and squandered
this £75,000 in paying for a stream of
forced immigration which, probably, soconer
or later, found its way to the other colonies.
He objected to that item, but he knew he
should be in a minority. He knew very well

that having amended the electoral laws of |

the colony, they must submit to the result;
but they should always remember the faet,
that they had one-third of the members of

the Fouse sitting on the Government benches |

who represented only one interest, namely,
that of Brisbane; and therein was the gist of
the distribution of tlhis surplus. The next
item was for a new dredge, and they bad
been told by the leader of that side of the
House that this was necessary; and of
course, if they were going to keep up every-
thing initiated in Brisbane-—there were two
bridges for instance—there would be no end
to the expense. As far as he could see, they
never considered for one moment the way in
which the public expenditure was directed,
in any shape or form. It only needed any
practical man, of ordinary intelligence, to
travel from here to Ipswich, to see the extra-
ordinary waste of public money that was
going on. 'Why should not the line have
been brought to the other side of the
river, and the terminus placed almost at their
doors, and thereby effect a saving of
£50,000 for the bridge at Oxley P

Hownorsasre MuuMBERS on the Government
Benches : Hear, hear.

Mr. Dz Saree: He did not care for one
side of the river more than the other, and as
an independent member of that House hLe
would not for one moment, had he been in
the House at the time, have consented to
make two bridges when one would have been
sufficient. He maintained that any man of
common sense could scethatthe linecould have
been brought to South Brisbane, and that they
couldhave donequite well without theunneces-
sary expenditure of £50,000 for anotherbridge.
There could be no doubt that this money
was wasted, and they were now asked to
waste more. He had inquired from persons
acquainted with such matters what would be
the probable cost of a dock, and they told
him that a dock, once commenced, there was
no end to the expense ; it might cost £100,000,
and they began by spending £25,000, and if
£50,000 or #£75,000 more was necessary,
having begun it they must finish it. He
believed that, at the rate they were going on,
the expenditure of the ecolony would be
doubled in a very short time. He main-
tained that in the whole of this proposed
expenditure the greatest injustice was at-
tempted to be done to every porlion of the
cblony ; and he would, therefore, support the
amendment of the honorable member for
Clermont. Ie thought that not only should

Supply.

this proposed distribution be taken back by
the Government, but there was no reason
why it should not be postponed for twelve
months; and, in the meantime, they could con-
sider and determine what was most required
for the general benefit and advancement of the
country. Asfarashe wasconcerned,hethought
the oxtension of telegraphie communieation,
the lighting of the coast, and works of that
nature, weve matters they should deal with in
a generous spirit; but, as for spending the
enormous sum of £75,000 for immigration, he
would oppose itto the utmost of his power.
He was certain that most honorable members
looked upon the question from a Brisbane
point of view, and he knew the way in which
residents here expected to influence honorable
members. It was, no doubt, delightful to go
about with nothing but luxury and pleasure
staring them in the face, and he was sure that
country members, sooner or later, must devote
themselvesto the aggrandizement of thistown,
forgetting that it was detrimental to the whole
of the colony, and that it was opposed to the
promises they made to their constituents. e
thought the whole subject ought to be with-
drawn for the present, and, while he would
not attribute motives in any way, he would
say that whatever motive the Government
might have in introduecing it at this time,
they could well afford to wait until the end
of the year, or until another session, to deter-
mine how the surplus was to be spent. There
was no immediate hurry for it; they had
hardly enough men to earry on the public
works at present in progress, and there was
1no necessity to commence these additional
works at once. They should, therefore, leave
the disposal of this money until they found
out what weve the real requirements of the
colony. With regard to separation, it ap-
peared to him a guestion of such magnitude
that it did not come within the scope of
the subject before the House. But honor-
able members had been asked to express their
opinions respecting it ; and he was sure that
every true-minded man must see that the
day was not far distant when they would
have separation in this colony; and he saw
no way of hastening that separation more
than by spending these enormous sums,
which must give rise to jealousy throughout
the whole colony. He thought there could
be no doubt on the mind of any one tha

the central distriets, as was so ably pointod
out by the honorable members for Clermont
and Port Curtis, had been most unjustly
treated, if it was only in the road votes and
other votes, But, honorable members on that
side of the House had no power to make any
opposition with the slightest hope of success ;
and he believed that any attempt to increase
the sum of #£4,500, set down for Rock-
hampton, would only be a waste of time;
because, no doubt, the Government had made
up their minds to pass the whole schedule as
it stood. e wished, however, Lo place on
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record his opinion—that the spending of this
sum was uncalled for, and that, if the whole
colony was polled, the people would say this
was the time to try and retrench instead of
squandering money,

Mr. BELL said he regretted very much to
have had to listen to so many mistakes, in so
short a time, as had been made by the hon-
orable member for Normanby, He could
not even agree with him as to the luxury of
living in Brisbane. Now, that honorable
member spoke chiefly on three points; the
first was, that this £240,000 should not be
spent; the second, as to the expenditure
for immigration, which he disapproved of ;
and the third, as to the unnecessary expendi-
ture upon the railway and the bridge. Now,
as to the money proposed to be expended, he
thought the Government were perfectly right
in their proposition. This surplus arose in a
principal degree from a sum of money which
was borrowed ostensibly with the intention of
being reconped from revenue ; and that, upon
the face of 1it, clearly pointed to the honesty,
if it were nothing else, of this expenditure
out of loan which was promised to the House
when the Treasury bills were voted and
passed. That in itself, he thought, com-
pletely set aside the argument of the honor-
able member for Normanby; and he would
also point out that if this money was not
spent out of surplus, it must be spent out of
loan, and the money would have to be bor-
rowed, because, although that honorable mem-
ber did not admit that these were necessary
works, be believed the majority of the House
would admit they were necessary, and they
were, therefore, only anticipating loan expen-
diture by the expenditure of this surplus
money. On the question of immigration he
also entirely disagreed with that honorable
member, because it was not merely a ques-
tion whether the working men of this colony
were disinelined to pay a fair quota of taxa-
tion towards the importation of immigrants
who might compete with them in their work.
That was not the question ; the question was
whether they were going to use their best
endeavors to make this a large and important
colony, and, eventually, a nation. He knew
the honorable member for Darling Downs
did not approve of these views of his, which
be believed were also the views of many
other honorable members in that House;
but, nevertheless, the question was, whether
they should legislate only for themselves, in
a dog-in-the-manger manner, or try to make
this alarge and important colony; so that it was
altogether taken out of the question as to how
much the working portion of the community
felt it a hardship to be taxed for immigration.
‘With regard to the railway bridge, he also
thoroughly disagreed with +that honorable
member. Ie was not prepared to say how
far the engineers were right or wrong in the

" course they had adopted with regard to the
line, or to give any opinion so far as profes-
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sional matters were concerned with regard to
the expenditure, but his own opinion was that
the original site at South Brisbane was the
spob to take it to. The engineers employed
were not trammelled in the slightest degree ;
they were told to take the best line they could
find, and to take it entirely on their own
responsibility., He admitted that a non-
professional man would reasonably come to
the same conclusion as the honorable member
for Normanby ; but he found himself, as most
laymen generally did, compelled to accept
the professional opinion of those who were
qualified to decide the point. There was no
help for it; and it had not yet been shown
by honorable members opposite, and the
Lonorable the Minister for Works in particu-
lar, where the increased expenditure existed.
It had not yet been shown, and until it wag
shown, the opinion of any lay member of the
Housewasworth nothing as against theopinion
of a professional man. The honorable member
for Bowen Liad appealed to honorable members
to express their opinion to-night with regard
to the question of Separation; he thought it
was a very important matter indeed, and he
was quite prepared to give his opinion respect-
ing it. He regretted very much {o hear the
slightest taint of an opinion from the honor-
able the Colonial Treasurer in favor of separ-
ation. He looked upon that as one of the
greatest mistakes any man in the position of a
politician or a legislator could possibly be
guilty of. He considered everything else was
small and insignificant compared with the
importance of keeping this great colony intact.
There was nothing in the argument that it
was too wide spread to be properly governed,
because there was nothing in the world that
could not be managed now-a-days. Itonly re-
quired competent Ministers, whowould dotheir
duty without prejudiceoranything likea feeling
of jealousy. He submitted that with good and
careful management the whole affairs of the
colony could be regulated; but, at the same
time, he thought that if such Hstimates as
those now before the House were character-
istic of the justice intended to be dealt out {o
the northern and eentral districts,no such good
management could be expected from the pre-
sent Government. The amount set down for
the central district was only £4,500, although
that distriet was as much entitled to its due
proportion of expenditure as any other part of
the colony, and this was an injustice which
the Government had not beenable to aceount
for. He admitted, with the honorable mem-
ber for Normanby, the great difficulty which
existed In  carrying any motion which
emanated from that side of the House.
Of course, he knew what the position
of a minority was in comparison with a
strong majority, and perhaps, in consequence
of the existence of that majority, the motion
now before the House might not be carried ;
but although he could hazard that opinion,
Lie could not account for the possibility of the
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northern members voting against it. He
would ask those honorable members, how
could any one of them vote againstit? He
knew, so strong were their ties to party, that
they might feel that, notwithstanding the

interests and claims of the North, they might.

vote against it; but he hoped they would
not, and if the motion were lost, he should
consider it his duty to put it in another
shape, which, he believed, he would be found
quite competent to do. He would frame a
resolution with the object of adding £20,000
to the sum proposed for the central district,
to be taken out of the other items in the
schedule, at the discretion of the Govern-
ment. He hoped, however, that with the
assistance of the northern members, this
amendment would be carried; and if it
should be, he agreed with the honorable
member for Bowen, that it would not place
the Governmentin a worse position than they
were placed in with regard to the tariff. He
thought there were sufficient grounds for
them to take back the schedule and recon-
sider it.

Mr. StEwar? said his principal object in
rising was to correct a mistake which had
been made by the honorable member for Port
Curtis and some other honorable members
opposite, when they said that £4,500 was
the only portion of the £240,000 proposed
to Dbe expended in the central district.
Now, le took it, that out of this £240,000
they lhad first to deduct £75,000 for im-
migration, which he wunderstood was to
be spent over the whole colony. Then
there was £8,000 for a lighthouse at Cape
Capricorn ; a further sum of £6,300 for tele-
graphie extension, and also £850 for a pilot
station at Keppel Bay; which, with the £3,000
for water supply, made a total of £22,650.
In addition to that, there was a share of the
£23,000 for the rolling stock of the railway
and railway surveys, and he thought that
made up a very fair sum for the central dis-
triet—#£22,650 out of £165,000, without cal-
culating the rolling stock or railway surveys.
It appeared to him that there was quite as
much diffieulty in dealing with a surplus as
there was in the Treasurer coming before the
House with a deficit; and he thought there was
something due to the honorable the Colonial
Treasurer for having prepared this estimate
in the way he had done. He had devoted
the money to matters which were of national
importance; and, in carrying out this, he
was doing that which would beunefit the whole
colony. He did not agree with the honorable
member for Bowen, that Sydney was the
capital rather than Brisbane ; and he thought
unless they were united and all pulled
together, they would do very little good. He
believed the success of America hadin a great
measure been due to every citizen feeling that
he was an American, and not belonging to any
other country ; they hung together and pulled
together, and no doubt if the same were done
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here the colony would progress and become
great.

Question—That the words proposed to be
omitted stand part of the question—put and
carried on division :—

Ayes, 20, Noeg, 13.
" Mr Macalister My, Palmer

5 Siephens » Thompson
,» llemmaut » Graham
,» W.Scott , Beil
»  Mellwraith ,» DRoyds
. Miles »  Wienholb
» IvOry 5 Macrossan
» Oriffith » MacDonald
» Nind ,» Hodgkinson
»  Morgan » De Satgé
» Tryar » Fitzgerald
»  Lord ,» Morehead
,» Beattie »  J.8cott,
,, Diekson
5 4. Them
5 Fraser
» Groom
,» Foote
,» Stewart
,» Pechey.

Myr. Brarrie said that, although he had
not been able to support the amendment of
the honorable member for Clermont, believing
as he did that a very large amount of the
proposed expenditure was for works really
necessary ; still there were some points on
which he did not altogether agree with the
proposition of the honorable the Treasurer.
The first item on the estimate was for immi-
gration purposes; and, in regard to that, he
must say that he differed altogether from the
conclusion arrived at by the honorable mem-
ber for Normanby, because he believed that
no money could be so well spent as that
£75,000 for immigration. The next item was
for harbors and rivers; and he noticed that
£25,000 was put down for the purchase of a
new dredge, to be used, he presumed, in the
southern portion of the colony. He would
like to know from the lLonorable Treasurer
whether it was the intention of the Govern-
ment to carry out the widening of Francis’
Channel, and to make it more available for
vessels of large size, such as might be
expected to arrive—steamships 300 feet long,
for instance ; because, if it was their intention
to do so, such a dredge as the one proposed
would be necessary; but if, on the other
hand, it was not their intention, the present
dredge would answer all purposes for the
next two years at least. I—fe considered the
sum of £25,000 for a dock at Brishane
most necessary, as he believed that the
port of Brisbane should have some con-
venienece for docking vessels, instead of
allowing them to go to the southern colonies
to be docked; but he very much doubted
whether the amount set down would be ade-
quate for the purposes intended. The next
item was for dredging the river Mary, and
for a steamtug for the port of Maryborough ;
and following that was a sum of £4,500 for
improving the river Fitzroy. Now, he had
no hesitation in saying that he thoroughly
agreed with the honorable member for Port
Curtis, that that amouni was far too little
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to expend upon that river, although that
opinion had been modified somewhat by the
explanation of the honorable the Colonial
Treasurer, that it was simply intended as
an experiment. He thought it would be
found a very expensive experiment. He
considered it was a perfect waste of money
to dredge the Fitzroy, as it was a mass of
quicksand. In regard to coast lights, he
must differ from the honorable member for
Brisbane, who charged those lights to the
local expenditure of the central division, for
he was sure that no one would think of setting
down the light at Cape Capricorn and at
Keppel Bay as such a charge.

Mr. STEwarT rose to explain. He had
pointed out that over £22,000 had been spent
on the port of Rockhampton alone, and

The SpeaxEr: The honorable member is
interfering with the order of debate, and it
ilsmconvenient of the honorable member to

0 so.

Mr. Beartie said he had understood the
honorable member to say that instead of
Rockhampton having only £4,500 it had
received £22,000, and the honorable member
had made up that amount by including in it
the lighthouse at Cape Capricorn and Keppel
Bay; he submitted it would be wunfair to
charge them to local expenditure, as the
were works for the general benefit of the
colony. He, therefore, agreed with the hon-
orable member for Port Curtis, that Rock-
hampton had some cause for complaint.
After the statement which had been made
by the honorable the Treasurer, in refer-
ence to the sum of £4,500, that it was only
for making an experiment, although he had
promised to assist northern members in
getting justice done to their districts, he
should, after the pledge of the honorable
Treasnrer, withdraw his opposition to the
estimate.

Mr. TEoMPpsoN said he did not rise for the
purpose of offering any opposition, but he
wished to know why Rockhampton should be
placed alone in regard to its water supply. It
was well known that they were about to have
a water supply at Ipswich, and he would like
to know whether they were to be placed on a
different footing from the people at Rock-
hampton.

The Coronisr TREASURER said that the
vote was to complete the work at Rock-
hampton, the first portion of which was
voted by the previous Parliament.

Mr. Tromresoy would like to know if
Ipswich would be put on the same footing as
Brisbane.

The SEcRETARY FOR PvuBLic Laxps: The
money was voted for Ipswich last session.

Mr. Mrires said he was glad to see that
there was a prospect of getting rid of the
surplus revenue, and he would pledge his
word that it would be a long time before the
House would again be troubled with the dis-
posal of another surplus. He could hardly
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{ help being surprised with the arguments of

the honorable member for Fortitude Valley ;
that honorable member first voted against the
amendment and then came forward to find
fault because too small a sum had been put
down for Rockhampton. On the whole he
had not much fault to find with the manner
in which the disposition of the surplus money
was made; and he could have warned honor-
able members on the Opposition side of the
House, that they need not have expected to
to get much, as he recollected that when he
sat with the Opposition he could not get any
at all. He was glad to see that the honor-
able member who had suceeded him, was
going in a contrary direction. In regard to
water supply, he thought some rule should be
laid down, as he noticed that interest was
charged by the Government on some loans
and no interest on others; he did not see why
Rockhampton should pay five per cent. whilst
Brisbane and other places were not charged
anything. It was not worth while to longer
take up the time of the House, as he
thought, on the whole, the division was a
fair one. It was true that Rockhampton
might come off second best, but it had had
its lion’s share, and was after all a most
hungry econstituency. The late honorable
member who represented it, always used to
tell his constituents that be had got them so
much money, and with that they always
appeared to be satisfied.

Mr. J. Scorr : The honorable member who
had just sat down had given it as his opinion,
that the division of the surplus was a very
fair one, and lhe could easily understand the
honorable member doing so, as he was, ab
present, a southern member. It was, how-
ever, of no use going into the matter, as
taking away the £75,000 for imigration,
there was still £165,000 to be divided through
the distriets, of which £70,000 was set down
for the South; £4,500 for the Central, and
£31,800 for the North. But leaving Rock-
hampton out of the question altogether, for
it was not the town they had to consider, but
the central district, he must certainly say, that
that district appeared to be jumped upon by
the Government, in every way, and by their
supporters. If to that £4,500 anything had
been specially given to the central distriets,
it would be different; but all that could be
put down for them was in the way of general
expenditure, such as lighthouses and tele-
graph extension. How the honorable mem-
ber for Brishane could make out that that
district was to be given £22,000, he was at a
loss to conceive.

The SrcrErary roR Pusric WoRrEs:
£24,000.

Mr. J. Scorr: That made the matter so
much worse, as he found that it was all for
works of a general character. Hven granting
the sum to be £24,000, the difference between
{he sums allotted to the North and South,
and that allotted to the central district, was
something monstrous.
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Mr. PerrreREW said that he could not see
that the central division had anything to
complain of ; on the contrary, Rockhampton
had as much as Brisbane. Immigration was
required for the whole colony ; there certainly
was a new dredge proposed for Brisbane, but
the one there at presentwas to be sent to Roek-
hampton. Then again, the proposed dock
was for the general benefit, as there were
now mail steamers coming to the colony, and
the only redson given for their not remaining
at Brishane was, because there was no place
where they could go to be cleaned. Why,
the colony suffered a great loss by those
vessels not stopping, in the supply of coal to
them, &e. He believed that the £25,000 for
a dock would be recouped in a few years,
and that it was as much a gencral work as
lighthouses were. He would just see what
Brisbane was to have—it was to have a
dredge against one to be sent to Rock-
hampton, which was also to have £4,500 for
the mmprovement of its river. Now, that
was a very nice sum to be spent on an ex-
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periment, and which would De thrown into

the sacred waters of the Fitzroy; but, inde-

pendent of that sum, if the experiment was

suceessful, more money was to be given.
e had been sorry to hear the speech of the
honorable member for Port Curtis, who
appeared to have spoken merely for the pur-
pose of getting up opposition. That honor-
able member accused the Government of giv-
ing too much money to Brisbane; but if the
honorable member would refer to his own
estimates, he would find that he proposed to
spend a large sum of money in making wharves
at the narrowest part of the river, which would
interfere considerably with the traffic. With
regard to the other items, he might say that
he did not cbject to the central distriet hav-
ing its fair share of telegraphs, railways, and
everything ; but he thought there was one
place which had a right to complain, and that
was the unfortunate town of Ipswich. The
people of that town had had a railway forced
upon them, which would spoil their coal trade
—a thing that was done on purpose—and on
the whole, they were the worst treated of any.
He must also complain of the treatment of
his own electorate (Stanley). £24,000 was
given away to the central distriet; bridges
were to be made everywherc—cven on the
Logan, where there was no traflic—and yet
nothing was proposed for his district. e,
however, would not follow the example of
other honorable members and complain; he
would not follow the example of the honorable
member for Bowen and enter into a long dis-
sertation upon Ipswich grievances. That
honorable member had talked about northern
grievances and separation, but he (Mr. Petti-
grew) believed that the greatest grievance the
House had to complain of-—and the reason
why he would vote for separation—wras the
everlasting ery of grievance raised by the
honorable member for Bowen. That honor-
able member expressed a wish that the Gov-
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ernment should bring forward a Bill based
upon intelligent prineiples, but it was of no
use for the honorable member to come to that
House, night after night, with his grievances,
especially after the North had obtained so
many thousands of pounds for their districts.
It was very evident that all districts could
not get the money, and he must say that he
thought the Government had acted very fairly.
He did not wish to say anything about the
remarks of the honorable member for Nor-
manby, who talked about the Government
throwing out sops; nor would he refer to the
honorable member’s remarks about immigra-
tion ; bub he certainly agreed with what the
hionorable gentleman said about railways, as
he thought that if ever a colony was cursed
with anything, this colony had been with its
railways and the cnormous sums they had
cost. He trusted that if ever another line
was made, it would be upon some diffevent
prineiple, and that they would not be taken
round towns as they had been, and ruin them
as Brisbane would be ruined. He thought
they should now vote the money as proposed.

Mr. Fryar thought that after the very
generous manner in which honorable mem-
Ders had voted a million and a-quarter of
money, some of which was for very useless
purposes ; it was a’great pity that there should
be any difficulty in voting the money now in
question, more especially as there were cir-
cumstances which precluded the probability
of its being devoted to the relief of the tax.
payers at the present time. He had no
hesitation, whatever, in saying that he should
assist the honorable the Colonial Treasurer
in getting rid of the £240,000 in making
useful works. He did not mean fo say that
he thought it was fairly distributed, especially
as far as the southern distriets were concerned,
but he would sooner see the other districts
get it all than that it should he wasted.
He would sooner sce it all spent on the
North than the honorable member for Nor-
manby come down, next session, and ask to
have inecreases to salaries voted, which, when
once voted, were taken out of the hands of
Ministers altogether. The honorable mem-
ber for Fortitude Valley expressed an opinion
that £25,000 would not be sufficient to con-
struet a dock ; but he (Mr. Fryar) had gone
into figures, and was satisfied it could be
made for that amount. It might be that that
work was intended as a sop to the honorable
Minister for Lands for having lost the railway
through South Brisbane; but whether that
was the case or not, it would be a work of
great benefit to the colony. He would promise
the honorable Treasurer that, so far as he was
concerned, there would be no trouble in get-
ting the estimate through the committee,

Mr. Ivory said there was an old adage
that—* When rogues fall out, honest men get
their own.”

The SprARER : The honorable member is
out of order in alludingito honorable members
ag ToZUes,
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Mr. Ivory was not aware that he had done
s0, nor had he meant to apply the adage to
honorable members. As far as the repre-
sentatives of the central district were con-
cerned, they should remember:that only a
short time ago, they constituted the northern
distriet, or part of 1t, and he had a very vivid
recollection of other districts being jumped
upon by them. They were now in the
position of sitting between two stools, as the
colony had now increased so largely morth-
wards, and they would find that they could
never get another farthing of expenditure.
They had been told by an honorable member
that West Moreton and Ipswich were the
worst treated districts of the colony; but, he
thought, if there was one place which, so {o
speak, had been *¢ cottoned ” to more than
any others, it was West Morveton. He must
say that he was sorry the honorable member
for Maryborough was not present to take his
part in the present discussion, as he did not
think that place had received one single
farthingmorethan it deserved; more especially
after looking at the return of the expenditure
on harbors and rivers, since the date of
separation, which had becn laid on the table.
By that, he found that only £8000 hadbeen ex-
pended on Maryborough, whilst £14,006 had
been expended on Rockhampton. Now, al-
though Rockhampton had outstripped Mary-
borough as regarded trade, yet Maryborough
was a place of longer standing ; therefore, he
did not think it was now proposed to give it
more than it deserved. He must say, as
regarded the statement of proposed expendi-
ture for the southern ports, thathe constdered
they got rather more than their share; he
was rather against the item of a dock, as he
could not believe that #£25,000 would be
sufficient to build it; in fact, he thought
£125,000 would be nearer the mark. He
had merely made thoge remarks to vindicate
Maryborough from the charge of getting
more than its share, and to inform honorable
members for the central district that, having
caten their pudding, they could not cxpect
more.

Mr. MonernaD had certainly listened with
a great deal of surprise to the honorable
member for the Durnelt. It was the old
adage of asking for bread and being given a
stone. Ile had expected that the honorable
memberwho hadsuffered fromwhatthecontral
distriet was now suifering—that the honorable
member would have sympathised with them ;
but, instead of that, they were only reviled.
The honorable member for Brisbane had tried
to make out that a very large proportion of the
money—something like 20 per cent.—was to
be spent on the central districts; but he
(Mr. Morehead) failed to see how that would
be. He quite agreed with the remarks which
had been made about Rockhiampton, as he had
always looked upon that place as the daughter
of the horse-leech who was constantly crying
out for more Dlood ; but why, he would ask,
should the central districts suffer because
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they had such a step-daughter as Rock-
hampton? He thought that only a very
small portion of the amount mentioned by the
honorable member for Brisbane could be
fairly charged to the central distriet; in fact,
all that could be charged was the expenditure
upon the river Fitzroy.  Telegraphic exten-
tion could hardly be charged to if, as a large
portion of the money for that purpose would
be spent in what was now called the northern
distriet ; but even supposing it was a large
amount, telegraphs were public works, for
the public benelit generally, and could not be
looked upon as improvements to any one par-
ticular district. He thought the House was
too just to pass the Kstimates as they stood ;
it was a sharing of plunder, of a sum of money
whieh, in Lis opinion, should have been very
differently dealt with ; namely,instead of spend-
ing it as 1t was proposed, it should have been
devoted to reducing taxation. With regard
to the present dredge, they had been told that
when the new one was made, the one now in use
was to be sent fo the North ; butnothing had
been said as to the exact place it was to go
to ; he supposed the Government were waiting
for that to be decided by the House, in the
same way as they had on the previous evening
waited for the committee to say where the
residence of the fourth judge should be. They
allowed the matter to remain in a state of sus-
pense, like Mahomet's coflin.  'Why had they
not said, instead of allowing honorable mem-
bers to do so, that it was to be sent to
Rockhampton? He certainly could not see
the justice of the proposed division; and,
when he saw the honorable member for the
Burnett chuckling over it, and the gloom
upon the brow of the honorable member for
Burke, he felt that the central disirict would
have the support of the northern members.
He believed that the Government would be
wise to withdraw their estimate for the
purpose of reconsidering it. o
Mr. Grooa thought thatif any one district
had reason to complain of the proposed divi-
sion, it was that of the Darling Downs; as
there was not a single shilling put down for
them, although he believed it was owing
principally to the resources of that distriet
that the Government werc now in possession
of a surplus—owing to the rich tin discoveries
which had been made there. It was some-
what remarkable that, from a return laid on
thetable,itappeared that the total Government
expenditure at Stanthorpe amounted only to
£780, whilst the revenue from that district
could not be much short of £250,000. A
great deal had been said about the £25,000
proposed to be spent on a dock at Brisbane ;
but, although he might be accused of holding
central views, he contended that they were
not spending that money so much for Bris-
bane as for the whole colony. He would go
further, and say that he did not believe that
there was a capital town anywhere which
had been treated so badly as Brisbane had
been treated, and he certainly had expeeted
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from what he had heard from honorable
members and others, that the Government
would at least have gone to that House and
asked for a loan of £200,000 for the purpese
of draining the city. With regard to the
sum of £25,000 for a dock, he believed it
could only be regarded as a preliminary vote,
as le noticed in a Victorian newspaper lately
that the dry dock at Williamstown had cost
£240,000, and yet they did not find that
Lonorable members in that colony got up
and raised any objection about such a large
sum being spent in the capital for the benefit
of it only. 'His prineipal objection in rising
was to reply to the remarks of the honorable
member for Bremer in regard to the water
supply for Ipswich, and also to those of the
honorable member for Carnarvon. He thought
that when small municipalities eould not
afford to pay for the services of a first-class
engineer, the Government should have some
voice in the matter. A sum of money for
water supply had been voted for Roekhamp-
ton, and also for Ypswich, and he intended to
ask for a sum for Toowoomba for a similar
purpose ; but he would, at the same time, like
to Jknow upon what principle the Government
intended to advance those moneys, as at
present some municipalities had to pay in-
terest whilst others had not. 8o far as the
present vote was concerned, he considered it
was equitably laid out, and he could promise
the central districts that if their representa-
tives would come down with a distinet motion
for a sum of money, and could make out a
good case, he would give them his support.
Mr. Macrossan said he did not intend to
detain the House at any length with the
observations he wished to make; but he con-
sidered that, as a northern member, it was
only right he should make some remarks as
to the manner in which it was proposed to
deal with the surplus; and it was to the
principle of that distribution to which Le
objected. Honorable members had taken
some strange ideas into their heads as to
what were national works and what were not.
One honorable member said that a dock
at Brisbane was a national work, but he
would ask what benefit the Townsville
people would derive from that work, or
whether, if it was made, it would enable
the people of Ravenswood to get their bread
any cheaper ? The honorable member for
Toowoomba had instanced Melbourne as an
example of spending a large sum of money in
building a doeck ; but he should have remem-
bered that, with one cxzeception, Melbourne
was the port for the whole colony of Victoria,
and that, consequently, there could be no
objection to have a dock at Williamstown.
In Queensland the case was different, as
along the coast there were important ports,
each of which was independent of the other.
Another honorable member had expressed the
opinion that telegraphs should be regarded as
local works, but he considered that they were
national works.
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Treasurer had taken great exception to
the financial separation scheme intro-
duced by the honorable member for Port
Curtis two years ago, but yet the honorable
member had not told the House wupon
what principle those objections were based.
The honorable member said the surplus was
the result of a loan, but he could not deny,
nor could any other honorable member deny
that this surplus was the vesult of a large
excess of income over expenditure during the
last three years. Year by year since 1871
the income had exceeded the expenditure by
many thousand pounds, and in the North alone
the excess had been nearly £100,000. That
was the balance they claimed, and any distri-
bution which gave a large share of that to
general revenue must be unjust and inequit-
able, and would leave the northern members
00 option but to demand that which hebelieved
the majority of the House would deprecate,
namely separation. He certainly did not
blame the present Ministry very much;
they were only following the same course as
all their predecessors in office, and although
the honorable member for Port Curtis seemed
to have taken a juster view of the matter that
evening than some honorable members, it
would have been well if he had carried out
the principles he now enunciated when he
was in office. If he had done so, there
would not now be the same animus in the
North ; there would not be the cry which
now existed, and which would be inten-
sified by the vote which had just been
recorded. He came down to the House
not as an advocate of separation, but in the
hope and theexpectation of being able to obtain
justice for the portion of the colony whick he
represented. He had not the slightest inten-
tion of advocating separation ; but, after the
declaration of a member of the Government,
and after the vote that had been taken, he
endorsed the sentiments once expressed by
the honerable member for Port Curtis that
he would be an ardent separationist. The
course that had been pursued was, he con-
tended, the very worst that could have been
taken; while, on the other hand, the principle
they asked the House to adopt was the most
conservative in the way of keeping the colony
one greab whole. The honorable member for
Carnarvon was very jocular over this surplus ;
he said it would be a good thing to get rid ofit;
but he thought it would be far bebter to get rid
of it honestly and justly, by giving eachdistriet
its proper share, because there could be no
denying that the northern and central districts
were mostunfairly treated. Several honorable
members  strongly deprecated separation,
more especially the honorable members for
Dalby and Port Curtis, and if had been
deprecated by every Government in Australia ;
it was deprecated by the Government of New
South Wales on the separation of Victoria,
and also on the separation of Queensland, and

. they could not expect that that House would

The honorable the Colonial !

do “anything else. But, at the same time,
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they were compelling the representatives of ! amount béing voted; and he instanced that

the northern constituencies info a demand for |

separation. He had no doubt that Prince
Bismarck would object to separate the pro-
vinces lately acquired from France; and by
this they could understand the tribute, the
spoliation which had been exercised upon the
people of the North by the people of the
South. It was nothing clse but spoliation;
and the tribute was mueh greater in propor-
tion than the Germans had imposed upon
France—a tribute which amounted to nearly
£7 per head on the people north of Cape
Palmerston. He therefore maintained that
this system must be altered. He, for one,
had no desire to break up the colony; he
Inew it would be much stronger, and would
hold a much more important position, not only
in the colonies, but also at home, if it remained
as it was; but, as sure as the people of
Queensland were obliged to separate from
New South Wales, so would the people north
of Cape Palmerston be compelled to separate
from the colony if the vote which had been
taken was carried out.

Mr. DicksoN said it appeared from the
debate that each member of the House
seemed to think his own electorate had a
special claim to a shave of this surplus reve-
nue; and no doubt even the honorable the
Speaker would also advocate in committee
the claims of that important portion of the
colony, the Warrego distriet, for a share of it.
It was well remarked by the honorable mem-
ber for Port Curtis that he hoped when the
claims of the central and northern distriets
were placed before the House, honorable
members would consider them entirely inde-
pendent of party feelings; and he, for one,
would be quite prepared to do so when those
claims were placed before the House in such a
manner that he could understand them. But,
notwithstanding all the eloquent speeches
that had been made in reference to the neg-
lect of the central distriet, not a single mem-
ber had pointed out any work, with the ex-

ception of the groins in the Fitzroy River, |

which was absolutely required to be carried
out at the present time in that portion of the
colony. If the wants of that distriet had
been put forward in an intelligent shape he
would be very much inclined to support them ;
but he would recall to the recollection of hon-
orable members on the other side of the
House that the honorable member for Rock-
hampton, the other evening, in advoeating the
claim for a bridge over the Fitzroy, did so
in such a way that it could not be recognized
in the shape in which it was brought before
the House. He should feel disposed to
recognise and to provide for the wants of the
central, or any other district of the colony if
they were placed before the House in a prac-
tical shape, and it was seen on investigation
that they were required. With regard to the

1

remarks on the first item of £75,000 for im- |

migration, the honorable member for Nor- |

manby said he deprecated very much this

i

the working men of this eolony were opposed
to being taxed for the support of immigration
on a large seale. That was replied to by an
honorable member on the other side of the
House ; and he merely took notice of it in
order to say he was convinced that the
intelligent working men of the colony did not
regard immigration in the light which had
been attempted to be shown—as inimical to
their interests. They were sure that the
immigrants who arrived in this colony would
bring with them aun adegunate amount of
capital to absorb any surplus labor that might
exist in i, and that immigration was the very
best means that could be adopted for opening
up and developing its resources. With re-
gard to the dock for Moreton Bay, honorable
members on the other side of the House must
admit that the dock was a necessity, unless
they were to allow Sydney to derive all the
benefits and advantages of the Torres Straits
mail service for the long period of seven years,
over which the contract extended; and on
that ground alone, apart from other considera-
tions, he should feel disposed to agree with
the proposal for the construction of a graving-
dock. The honorable member for the XKen-
nedy contended that this was not a national
work, and one of his chief arguments was
that it would not decrease the cost of any
commodity consumed by the people in the
northern portions of the colony ; but that, he
thought, was a great mistake. The facilities
which would be afforded by the dock would
have the effect of reducing shipping expenses
and freights, and of course the advantages of
it would be equally felt throughout the length
and breadth of the colony. The honorable
members for Normanby and the Mitchell
contended that this surplus revenue should
be employed in reducing taxation; but he
was entirely opposed to that view, because
it was the unexpended balance of a loan,
and it would be extremely suicidal to cut off
their revenue because that surplus existed,
and it would necessitate their going into the
market again at an early date, and issuing
debentures for the purpose of carrying out
these works. Indeed, in the present stage of
the colony’s existence, he was opposed to any
reduction of taxation except the reduction of
the ad valorem duty. The colony was much
better able to bear taxation now than it was a
few years ago, and as it was growing and
progressing, he thought it would be much
better to carry out such works of public
utility as might be required than to think of
reducing taxation, especially when it was not
called for. He heartily agreed with the
honorable member for Port Curtis in his
speech that evening, deprecating the idea of
separation ; and before he had the honor of a
seat in that House he was struck by a remark
made by that honorable member to the effect
that the greatness of the colony would be
maintainef by its territorial integrity., That
remark was worthy of a statesman; and he
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was of opinion that if at any time separation
occurred it would only arise from mal-
administration. As an independent member
of the House, he fully saw the propriety and
the importance of maintaining the colony in-
tact, and its interests being consolidated and
combined withcut any conflicting diversity.
He could see no difficulty in the way, if they
applied themselves heartily and truly to legis-

lating for the whole colony fairly and equit-
ably, and if they did this he could not see |

that at any future.time the question of sepa-
ration need be even mooted. Heagreed with
the proposed expenditure being proceeded
with at once,

Mr. HopexinsoN quite agreed with the
sentiments expressed by his honorable col-
leagues. It appeared that this money had to
be spent in some way upon the colony, and it
was of very little importance whether the

surplus had arisen from loan or from revenue ; ;

it belonged to the colony in its entirety, and
he held it was the first duty of the Govern-
ment to provide for the protection of the
inhabitants, and to afford, as far as pos-
sible, facilities for communication through-
out the colony, before embarking in works
which, however useful they might be, were
not absolutely necessary. With regard
to the proposed expenditure of £75,000 for
immigration, he would say, that if one tithe
of that amount had been expended for the
proteetion of the northern distriets, in order
to enable enterprising miners to develop
its resources, there would now be a very
large and thriving population there; bus,
simply for want of protection to life and pro-
perty, upwards of 7,000 people had been
driven from the northern districts to go else-
where, and give the colony a bad name
throughout the whole of the group. He did
not call that statesmanship. They had been
told that the cry was articular and indefinite ;
but he had told that House, that in distriets
such as the Palmer River, the first thing
that should be done was to open the roads
and afford police protection—tihat even the
importance of telegraphic communication was
remote, when compared with the necessity
for police protection. He had asked for all
these things; their demands were simple—
they did not involve any great expense ; but
in no case had they been granted, and yet,
without a moment’s hesitation, the Govern-
ment, and, he believed, the majority of that
House, were prepared to spend £240,000, and
out of that, the eentral district fared even
worse than the North. He wds glad to see
that the central members had taken up the
point; but he was afraid they would not be
successful. It.appeared an absolute neces-
sity, in the state of polities in the colony
at this present time, that one or the other
great party in that House should be the
cat’s-paw of the Ministry in power. KEither
the North served themselves at the ex-
pense of the central or some other district,
or the central district served themselves
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in the same way. It appeared that in
this session the North bad first innings,
and a very unsatisfactory one it had proved
to be; and he contended:that it was a dis-
grace to any Ministry who called themselves
statesmen, that they should be compelled to
retain office by such a system. Here they
had been discussing a matter for seven hours
which should never have been discussed ab
all. If any person would come down with a
simple plan, by which, after defraying the
necessary cxpenses of general government,
the remaining portion of the revenue could
be devoted to local expenditure in proportion
to the claims of each distriet, instead of the
House sitting for cight or nine months, the
real legislative business of the country would
be disposed of in three or four months. In
addition to this, if local districts had the
control and management of their own expen-
diture, they would get a great deal more for
it than under the present system. Upon
these grounds, he must really express his
strong disapproval of the measure. It had
been held out to them that they made a
demand on the Ministry in the memorandum
which they presented which was met with
half a smile and half a jeer; but he could
agsure honorable members that they were
returned to that House to legislate, not
merely for their own distriets, but for the
benefit of the whole colony; and when they
returned to their constituents, and told them
that, after great personal sacrifice and after
making cvery possible effort to obtain justice,
they had not been able to stcceed, what would
be done by these men who were now waiting
so patiently and calmly? He knew well
what they would do, and that, if onee they
became determined, they would never rest
until they effected their determination. He
could tell the honorable member for Stanley,
who had talked about grumbling, to remem-
ber that they were sent down there for
that purpose, and they would continue to
do so until they obtained redress. But that
honorable member’s personal appearance
showed that he could not have a grievance;
he did not know how it was unsafe to go
abroad without a revolver, or how it was that
when he started upon a journey of a few
miles he might never return alive, or perhaps
have 10 be brought home with three or four
blackfellows’ spears through him. Eventown-
ships in the North, where there was consider-
able population, where there was a large
extent of aurifercus country, and where as
much as £100,000 had been invested in labor
and capital, had had to be deserted; and
why? Because the Government had so little
foresight, that, when the Palmer rush broke
out, they had to withdraw all the police force
from the place he referred to; and he knew
that a policeman had to go into his own
lock-up, and bar himself up, for protection—
he had quite enough to do to proteet himself,
without™ protecting the population. The
honorable the Colonial Treasurer, when the
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honorable member for Clermont moved the
amendment, said the Government could not
possibly think of withdrawing the measure
and introducing a new one; which appeared
to him to mean:that, even if they were con-
scious of having committed an error, they
had not suflicient independence to withdraw
the measure and rectify it. That seemed a
very strange kind of argument. He con-
tended that, in whatever way they looked at
the matter, it was the first duty of the
Government to protect the lives and property
of the people, before spending money in
unnecessary works. Both the central and
the northern districts had strong claims on
the present Government; and however long
the present system might continue it would
result in both sections becoming disgusted,
and end in separation. He had long seen
the meaning of this affected liberality to the
North this session : it was not pure libera-
lity; it was simply, in a political point of
view, the price paid for a certain amount of
support. He did not believe the present
Colonial Treasurer had any greater affection
for the North than higlpredecessors, but it
was worth his while to display an unusual
amount of interest in the North just now,
and the northern members began to recognise
that fact ; and when they had got over some
little personal differences which existed be-
tween them, they might have a party of their
own, and perhaps the South would be left
out in the cold. The idea of Brisbane not
continuing the capital for a length of time
had been ridiculed, but he had no doubt it
would come to the removal of the capital or
separation. That was amatter of indifference
to him, but if every vote was to be a kind of
a squabble as to who should get the money,
and if the ability of every man as a member,
or as a senator, was to be gauged by his
capabilities at log-rolling, not only would it
take all the days of the year Dbut all the
nights of it too, to get through the session,
and they would consequently not be able to
attend the House. He knew it was per-
fectly useless to affect a state of things which
did not exist, and he would not throw away
his opportunity ; be might do better by voting
in & cerfain direction, and in that direction
Lie would vote.

Mr. Fraser said he agreed with some of
the remarks of the honorable member who
had just sat down, and he was sure it would
be recognised by all sides that it would be a
happy thing if some honorable member came
down with a simple plan that would settle all
these matters which caused so much discus-
sion and wasted so much of the time of the
House. But he maintained that those who
felt where the shoe pinched ought to be able
to provide the remedy. He presumed the
honorable member would admit that it was
not for the representatives of the southern
portion of the colony, who were not com-
plaining just .now, to prescribe the remedy
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for them; and he could only say that if that
honorable member, or any honorable member,
came down to the House with a feasible
plan, calenlated in any way to do away with
these unseemly scramblings in the House,
ke, for one, would give it his cordial support.
They heard from that honorable member, the
other evening, a most carnest denial of having
made anything like a compact with the
Ministry, and yeb he now btold the House
they were paid a certain price.

Mr. Hopsxrinson : No, no.

Mr. Frasgr : He would not say more on
that subjeet, except that if such were the
case, he could not congratulate the Govern-
ment on their bargain. Fonorable members
had heard that evening another illustration
of the desirability of settling the question
upon such a basis as would take all matters
of this character entirely away from the con-
sideration of the House. It was simply a
question of local expenditure, and although
they had wasted a large amount of time, he
was sure the result would not be satisfactory
to many honorable members. It was againa
seramble for the loaves and fishes; and he
hoped that instead of holding over the House

. a threat of separation, honorable members

who took an interest in the matter, would
direct their earnest attention to the more
practieal, the more statesmanlike question of
providing a scheme which would free the
House from all such discussions, and leave
them to deal with general legislation. He
could not help remarking that the honorable
member for Normanby was not inconsistent
in the views he had propounded on the
matter of immigration. It was not the first
time he addueced similar views in that House,
aud he (Mr. Fraser) heartily agreed with the
views advanced in reply by the honorable
member for Dalby ; but he was rather sur-
prised that the honorable member for Nor-
manby,a gentleman who, when he wasdisposed
to do 50, was able to take a comprehensive
and intelligent view of the questions of the
day, should entertain these opinions. When
they looked at the state of the colony now,
and remembered what it was ten or twelve
years ago; when they considered that the
revenue had increased from about £160,000
at the time of separation to something like a
million and a quarter, he would like to know
whence this great increase. It had un-
doubtedly been from the inerease of popi-
lation, and the consequent development of
the resources of the colony; and what this
had accomplished already was only a very
small matter indeed, compared with what
might be accomplished, if this large and
wealthy colony were occupied by an indus-
trious population, commensurate with its
capacity. He was surprised to hear the
argument advanced that the introduction of
population was opposed to the interests of
the working men who were now in the colony ;
because it was well known, as had already
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been pointed out—it was not a matter of con-
jecture or of theory, for resultshad proved it—
that every ship-load of immigrants of the
right sort who arrived in the colony, were
only preparing the way for two additional
ship-loads. That honorable member objected
to the House agreeing to go on with further
public works, because there was a difficulty
m finding men to carry on the ordinary
current work of the colony; and if such were
the case, he should imagine that that honor-
able member, to be consistent with his own
views, must approve of the introduction of
more immigrants into the colony. Then they
were told that the Government were rush-
ing into extravagance in spending this
surplus revenue ; but he maintained that
ib was not squandering money when the
works, proposed to be carried out were
not only useful in themselves, but essentially
necessary, and in fact demanded. With
regard to the graving dock, they could see
already the result of not having such a con-
venience in the colony. They had entered
into an expensive contract for the Torres
Straits mail service, and he asserted it was
a disgrace to the House and the colony,
that when they were subsidising that service
at a very heavy cost, a neighboring colony,
through its own enterprise and foresight,
should obtain almost the whole of the benefit
derived from that contraet. He believed
that no Government would enter into such a
contract, with the terminus at Sydney, if
there was in the colony what they were now
endeavoring to obtain, a graving dock in
Brishane or some other port. He was free to
admit, however, that he did not belicve
that £25,000 would be sufficient for the work ;
but this was only intended as the initiative
step, and he was sure that if the work de-
manded it, the House would not grudge the
amount necessary to complete it. He was
also satisfied that if the Goovernment carried
out the suggestion of forming a River trustin
connection with the Brisbane River, in a short
time it would be found to cover all its own
expenses. He was glad to see the Govern-
ment were taking steps to procure a dredge
for the purpose of deepening the river and
improving the navigation, and when that was
done there would be no reason why the
largest vessel which came into the Bay should
not come up to the dock in Brisbane. Itwas
a fact that the port of Brisbane was one of
the most expensive shipping ports in the
world, and he thought it would be to the in-
terest of the whole colony that this and every
otherport in Queensland shouldbemadeaseasy
of access, and as cheap as they possibly could
be. With regard to the question of Separa-
tion, he thought there was not the slightest
occasion for contemplating anything of the
kind. It was true the colony was very large,
and might be, under present circumstances,
very unwieldly; but it was in the nature of
things that these matters should correct
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themselves, almost every day, with the
general progress of the country. They had
now more complete telegraphic communica-
tion, which would be further extended ; they
had more ready steam communication, and
there was not the slightest doubt that
by-and-bye railway communieation would
also Dbe extended; and he would be exceed-
ingly sorry if anything led to what had been
threatened in the way of separation. But if
their friends in the North would have sepa-
ration, and although they would wish them
every success, still he maintained that if the
northern people took a calmer view of the
matter, the question was quite capable of
solution in a satisfactory manner. He hoped
all unpleasant reflections, which they had
heard during the course of the debate, would
be buried and forgotten; and if the honor-
able member for Kennedy came forward with
something like a practical scheme of local
self-government, he was quite sure every
member of the House would give it fair con-
sideration, and he believed the majority would
give it their cordial support.

Mr. Firzeerarp saw he could not allow
the question to go to a division without again
expressing hig entire disapproval of the course
the Government had taken in the matter,
He believed that after the vote that had been
taken, there was no other course open to the
North but separation. It was all very well
for the honorable members for Enoggera and
Bundanba to say they deprecated separation,
and that they did not think any necessity
would arise for it; but when the repre-
sentatives of the northern constituencies
saw by the vote that had been taken that a
plan for plundering those districts of over
£50,000 or £60,000 was coolly assented to
by the Government: and their supporters, it
was quite time they took some active steps
with a view to obtaining redress in another
way—by being prepared, if they came down
another session, with a petition from the
northern districts, fairly made out and ftem-
perately worded, asking for separation. It
appeared the government of the colony was
still to be carried on without any system that
they could understand, which was, as he had
previously pointed out, most unsatisfactory ;
and it would be far more satisfactory if the
North had the management of its own affairs
and the expenditure of its own money. It
was true, the honorable the Colonial Treasurer
said he made application to the Portmaster
for a list of all works required, and no doubt
the honorable the Secretary for Public Works
had done the same so far as his department
was concerned ; but they could not take that
as satisfactory—to leave it in the hands of the
paid servants of the Government to say
where money, which properly belonged to
the people, should be expended. They had
shown that a very large sum had Leen taken
from the North in the way of tribute which
was now proposed to be spent in public



Supply.

works in the southern portion of the colony,
and in divect opposition to their wishes and
without their consent. They would have no
objeetion whatever to the necessary sums for
immigration, telegraphic extension, and light-
houses and beacons, being provided out of a
loan vote, if the balance of the surplus of
£240,000 was shared amongst the distriets of
the colony in which it was produced, in
proportion to their claims. That could be
ascertained by the books kept at the
Treasury, and if the present Government
intended to give satisfaction and to inspire
confidence, they ought to do that, and
not atfempt to spend in the southern
division money which properly belonged to
other districts. Works of a national cha-
racter, he maintained, ought to be provided
out of loan, the interest on which should be
borne by the colony at large; but the idea
of a dock in Drishanc being of any use to the
people in the North, was simply absurd, and

[20 May.]

1t was lamentable to hear such statements |

made. They all knew that Sydney was only

a couple of days’ sail, and that placo was |
quite as good for the people of the North, so |
far as the dock was concerned, as any place

about Brisbane. The greater part of their
trade was done in Sydney and Melbourne,
and to say the dock was a national work, was
simply nonsense. Then the honorable mem-
ber for Stanley said he was quite sure that
the members of that House would agree to
some measure to remove these grievances if
some of the northern members would intro-
duce a Bill for that purpose : but when they

were met on every occasion with a denial of .
anything like assistance to obtain common

justice ; when they found the demands they
made were onc after another set aside by the
Government and by the vote of the majority,

it was perfectly clear that it would be utterly

useless to bring forward such a Bill.
did so in 1868; they then introduced a Bill
for local self-government, but it was smo-
thered, and never came to anything. Unless
the Government undertook such a measure
as that, or promised it their support, it
would be utterly useless and mere waste
of time for a private member to attempt to
carry it out. The honorable member for
¥noggera deprecated separation, and said it
could only arise from mal-administration;
but now they had before them a most palpable
and glaring case of mal-administration, be-
cause, in spite of the most earnest remon-
strances the representatives of the North
could make, and although they showed by

They !

figures and returns that they had grave cause -

of complaint—that they were, in fact, being
robbed in the way of tribute for the benefit
of their fellow-colonists—they found it was
quite ineffectual; and what, therefore, was
the use of saying there was any disposition to
do justice? The Government would not even
reply to their repeated demands for fair and
honest treatment; and under these circum-

stances, as far as he could sec, it would not !
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be long before they would have to go to the
other side of the House, and see what they
could get there. That there was no necessity
for separation, as was stated by some honor-
able members, he denied. The colony was
really too large, and, seeing that there was
no desire on the part of the governing body
to give the northern districts—which were far
removed from the seat of overnment—Ilocal
government or fair treatment, the present
state of things could not last long. ~There
was, in fact, an attempt to keep them in
leading strings, and to keep them uneasy and
dissatisfied until they would be driven to
resort to the only means of redress they had,
and that was separation.

Mr. MacDoxarp said the honorable mem-
bers for Mitchell and Carnarvon and Stanley
had asserted that Rockhampton and the
central districts had already received a great
deal more than their share of public expendi-
ture, and that they were never satisfied, and
he felt anxious to free their minds from
such an erroneous impression. But, if the
arguments and figures which had already
been adduced in the course of the de-
bate were not sufficient to convinee those
honorable members that the central dis-
trict had been very unjustly treated, ho
came to the conclusion that they would
not be convinced. The figures which had
been quoted showed that that distriet was
entitled to something like £28,000 more than
it was proposed to give it. Now, about three
years ago, when there was a very dry season,
the people of North Rockhampton applied to
the late Government for a sum of money for
water supply, and £200 was voted in the first
instance ; but that was soon found to be quite
inadequate, and when the Estimates for 1874
were introduced, there was a sum of £350
additional put down for that purpose. That
item had, however, since been struck out,
although water supply ought to be one of the
first things provided for, and, in this case, it
was very badly wanted. The fact of there
being over 100 children attending daily at
one school—and it was with difficulty they
could be supplied—was sufficient evidence of
this. Hitherto, when the population was
small, they were able to obtain sufficient
water from the lagoons and ereeks; but such
was not the case now, and he would like to
ask the honorable the Minister for Works,
what he proposed to do in this matter? He
would be very sorry to join in the cry of
North against South; but, in this case, there
was 1o doubt there was ample reason for it,
and he thonght some promise should be made
that this amount would be placed on the
Supplementary Estimates,

Horvorarr® MeMBERS on the Government
benches : What for? What do you want ?

Mr. MacDoxarp said he wished to ask the
honorable the Secretary for Works, why the
item of £350 for water supply for North
l{ockh?‘mpton had been struck off the Esti-
mates !
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The original motion was then put and

carried, on division :—

Ayes, 22.

Mr, Macalister
» Stephens
» Hemmant
»  Mcllwraith
» Miles

, Pettigrew
» Nind

, Griffith

s Ivory

» W. Scotb
» Fryar

» Beattie

,» Dickson
» Bailey

» Groom

» d. Thorn
» Morgan

» Pechey

,, TFraser

» Stewart

» Toote

» BEdwmondstone,

Mr.

Ayes, 12,
Bell
Thompson
Fitzgerald
Hodgkinson
Graham
Macrossan
Macdonald
TRoyds

J. Scott
Morehead
De Satgé
Wienholt.

The House aceordingly resolved itsclf into
a Committee of the Whole, to further consider
Supply, and, after discussion, the items were
agreed to without amendment.

[COUNCIL.]
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