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ERR.A.TA. 

l'&ge 58, column 2, twentv-second line from the bottom-omit" (Query.)" 
Page 9S, column 2, twenty~sixth line from the bottom-substitute "B" for" D." 
Fage 186, line 35, second column, in lieu of "found" insert "supposed"; in lieu of "went into Minerva Creek and 

run itself into the Comet River, and was then given. the name by 1\'loriarty and others of A.rcturus Creek,n 81.J,bsti~ 
tute the words "ran into ~linerva Creek, and thence into the Comet; but it really runs into a creek named by 
Moriarty and others Arcturus Creelc" Line 42, second column, instead of u but the descriptlOns clashed/' read 
"and the boundaries clashed." 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Tuesdatf, 7 April, 1874. 

Personal Explanation.- Petition.- Financial Statement 
(Ways and Means). 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
The Hon. B. B. MoRETON moved the 

adjournment of the House for the purpose, 
he said, of making a few remarks m explana
tion upon a letter which appeared in the 
Oonrim· from the honorable member for Rock
hampton. In that letter the writer stated 
that he believed 

"The people of Maryborough, Mackay, ancl 
Rockhampton earnestly desire that the bridges and 
other public works should be made a charge upon 
local revenues, and not placed as a bm•clen upon 
the general revenue of the colony." 

He merely rose to state that the inhabitants of 
Maryborough and the electorate which he had 
the honor to represent had not the slightest 
idea, or any wish, that their local wants 
should be paid out of local revenue. They 
considered that they had a right, as well as 
other portions of this colony, to have their 
wants paid out of the general revenue. 

HoNORABLE J'.1:EMBERS: Hear, hear. 
The motion was not seconded. 

PETITION. 
Mr. GRIFFITH presented a petition from 

certain attorneys of the Supreme Court of 
Queensland and members of the Law Society, 
praying that the House would not pass the 
Legal Practitioners Bill, as, if such measure 
become law, it would be injurious to the in
terests of the public and the profession. 

Petition recei:vecl. 
Mr. GRIFFITH requested that the petition 

be l'ead by the Clerk at the table. 
The SPEAKER remarked that the petition 

ought to be read upon a resolution of the 
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House only. As far as he could see, from 
the practice of the House, heretofore, there 
was no inherent right in a member to have a 
petition read. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said he was very glad to 
have the Speaker's ruling. He never knmv 
what to do before, and he now moved-

That the petition be read. 
Question put and passed; and petition read 

accordingly. 

FINANCIAL STATEMEXT. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 
Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the House 

resolved into a Committee of the Whole. 
for the resumption of the consideration of 
Ways and Means. 

Mr. BELL said: Mr. Morgan-I think this 
is a fit time, sir, for me to address to the com
mittee any observations I have to make in re
ference to the Financial Statement which was 
delivered to us by the Honorable the Colonial 
Treasurer ; and in rising to do so, sir---

The CHAIRMAN : There is no question 
before the committee. 

Mr. BELL : I will conclude with a motion. 
In rising to do so, sir, I can assure that honor
ablememberthatitis not with any desire to find 
fault alone with his handiwork, at this moment, 
that I rise ; because fault-finding is not one 
of the pleasures of my life, and I know that 
it is more easy to object to, and to censure, 
than it is to construct, very often. But I rise 
with the honest and full impression that what 
I have to say to the committee, and the reso
lutions which I shall move before I ~it down, 
are of sufficient importance- at least, I con
sider them so important as, not to be allowed to 
pass without free and full discussion by this 
House. I cannot hope, sir, from the state of 
parties, as I see them arrayed before me this 
evening, that I can carry any very formid
able resolutions in opposition to the present. 
Government; yet I do trust that this ques
tioning of the financial policy of the Govern
ment, and of their proposed tariff, which is 
contained in that policy, will be r<'ceivcd in 
no party spirit. 

HoNORABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear. 
~Ir. BELL: For myself, I expect to find 

honoraule members on this side of the House 
vote against the propositions which it will be 
my duty to offer to the committee ; as I also 
hope to find honorable members on that side 
voting with me on the resolutions which I 
wish to see passed. But, sir, before I go into 
the subject matter of the Financial Statement 
of the Treasurer, I wish to refer to some 
words which fell from the honorable gentle
man at the head of the Government, when he 
made his Ministerial Statement to this House. 
The words I allude to, I shall read from 
" Hansard ;" they are to this effect:-

" It has been stated in the newspapers that the 
Government have a surplus of £240,000 ; but I 
wish to tell honorable membc>rs that that is not 
from the revenue, but that it arose from a certain 

loan being carried to revenue during former 
years to the extent of £420,000 ; so I trust 
honorable members will not be lecl away by such 
a staten1ent." 
Now, sir, the object of the honorable member 
in making that statement, in so important a 
sp<'ech as a Ministerial Statement upon first 
meeting the House, I cannot for the life of 
me understand. It would appear, sir, on the 
face of it, that the object of the honorable 
member was to make political capital out of 
it-political capital out of a "twice-told 
tale;"-and his example was, I regret to say, 
followed up by the Colonial Treasurer in his 
Financial Statement, which was elaborated 
with unnecessary figures, for no object that 
I can conceive except it was to swell that 
Financial Statement. I shall show to this 
committee, by a reference to the last 
Financial Statement which I made, that in 
every particular, every figure, and all infor-

, mation that were requisite upon that subject, 
were given by me to this House and the 
country. For what purpose, then, I ask, did 
the honorable member at the heacl of the 
Government attempt to lay a story before 
this House, as if it was something fresh that 
he had discovered on coming into office
some swindle attempted by the late Govern
ment upon the country? Sir, I shall read a 
few lines from "H ansard," vol. xv., page 
254. I find there that I gave the very same 
statement, and as full and particular, as the 
Treasurer did the other evening, and very 
much fuller and very much clearer than the 
honorable member at the head of the Govern
ment did:-

,, \Yhen the honomble member for South Bris
bane (Mr. Stephens) made his :Financial Stat<'· 
ment to the House in 1869, he reported to the 
committee that there was on the firi•t of that year 
a revenue overdraft of no less a sum than£350,000; 
that is to say, the total expenditure of previous 
years had exceeded the total revenue receipts by 
t.hat amount, a sum equiYalt•nt to about si" 
months' revenue of that time. The year 1869, 
insteacl of diminishing this inclebtNlnr.•,s, as it was 
expected to do, increasNl it by about. £.!0,000, aml 
the year 1870 again addccl a fnr!her debt of 
£29,000. In the following year, 1871, howcn·r, 
owing in a great lllt"~lsnrp to the inerea~f'd d utie:::t 
impos,,d at the eloPe of 1870, the revenue rr•ccinrl 
was £20,000 in execss of the expenditure, whilet 
in 1872 there was a further sm·plus of £136,000, 
ancl the actual result of the whole mav be bricllv 
stated as follows, viz. :- • • 
Over expenditure on the 31Rt 

December, 1871 
Payments in 1872 

£284,542 19 
852,055 17 

1 
1 

Together £1,136,598 ] 6 2 
Deduct revenue received m 

1872 988,888 17 4 

Leaving Dr. Balance, 3ht 
December, 1872 ... 

Add Intere~t clue and paid, 
1st January, 1873 

Giving ... 

,£147,709 18 10 

120,935 10 0 

£268,fi·t5 8 10 
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There would, therefore, ha-ve been, as the result 
of previous years' transactions, an overdraft on 
revenue account on the 1st of January, 1873, 
amounting to £268,6<15 Ss. lOd., but that Parlia
ment authorised the sum of £350,000 to be in
cluded in the last Loan Bill to meet the revenue 
deficiency, and this £350,000 having accordingly 
been placed to thE> credit of reyenue account, 
there is, or rather was, on the first of January 
last a credit available balance of £81,35411s. 2d." 

That is exactly the position which the then 
'l'reasurer put before the House. I should 
not have thought it worth while, to-day, to 
refer to it if only the Treasurer haC! considered 
it necessary to put it before the House in his 
Financial Statement; but I had found that 
the honorable gentleman at the head of the 
Government had attempted to make the 
country believe-and, I know, in some cases 
he succeeded, among the innocent, in making 
some believe-that his Government had 
discovered that this great surplus which had 
been boasted of by the late Government 
was not a surplus at all. I would ask the 
honorable member at the head of the Gov
ernment, and the Colonial Treasurer, too, if 
they could deny when they made that state
ment, or if they can deny now, or will deny 
at any time, that, during the tenure of office 
of the last Government, there was a surplus 
of revenue over expenditure-in the year 
1871, of £18,362 ; in 1872, ·of £136,833; in 
1873, of £165,178 P 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WORKS : It is 
all printed here. 

Mr. BELL: My object is to show that the 
attempt of the honorable gentleman at the 
head of the Government was not a worthy 
one : it was nothing, except to make political 
capital out of that which did not exist. It 
was an attempt to show the country that the 
latP Government had produced a surplus in a 
surreptitious manner. I have taken the 
trouble to inform this committee that all 
those boasted figures of the Financial State
ment, and that misinformation which the 
honomblc member at the head of the Govern
ment started with in his first Ministerial 
Statement, were explained to the House long 
previously by the former Government. Now, 
sir, in returning to the subject of the financial 
policy of the Government, as disclosed by the 
Colonial Treasurer, I think I may as well 
state at once to this committee the nature of 
the resolutions which it is my intention to 
propose before I sit down. The first resolu
tion is to this effect :-

1st. That, in the opinion of this House, the 
sum of £100,000 for roads ancl bridges should 
b~ strw·k out of the Estimates of Revenue 
J<Jxpo1cliture ancl aclclecl to the amount of the 
next Loan Bill. 

2nd. That Schedule B be struck out of the 
'fariff, and that a1. valorem duties be subs\ituteJ. 
fm· the proposed measurement clnties on the 
artides nam~cl in Scht><lnle B. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WORKS: To 
what extent ? 

l\fr. BELL : I will explain that presently to 
the honorable member. I am now only read
ing the form my proposition will take :-

3rd. That, considering the surplus of Revenue 
o.-er Exp~nditure in ~ach year for the last three 
yearn, and the anticipated Stttisfactory Revenue 
for 187 '1·, together with the prosperous condition 
of the colony .generally, this House is . of 
opinion that the proposed reduction of taxatwn 
bv the Government is insufficient, and that the 
Government be requested to reconstruct their 
Tariff, with a yiew to the further recluction of 
taxation to an amount not less than £100,000 in 
all, for lSN, ancl £135,000 fol' 1875. 
.Now, sir, when I observe the prominent, the 
transparent, main objects of the Financial 
Statement of the Colonial Treasurer-there 
exist in that statement two great objects ;
one, to induce the House to pass his exces
sively heavy estimates, unfairly divided esti
mates as between the northern and southern 
portions of this colony;---

HoNORABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear. 
:.VIr. BELL : The other, to induce the House 

to pass his proposed tariff. ·when I consider 
these objects, I am induced to com1Jarc ~he 
Estimates of the present Government w1th 
the Estimates of the past GovernmPnt. And, 
first of all, in regard to the resolution I read 
for the reduction of the Estimates of the pre
sent Government by £100,000 : I find these 
Estimates exceed the proposed expenditure of 
the former Government by no less a sum than 
£128,575. I find that the total expenditure 
proposEd in the Estimates of the former Gov
ernment, including interest on debentures. 
was £1,012,601, leaving an estimated excess of 
revenue over expenditure of £195,399 ; while 
the total Estimates of Expenditure of the 
present Government i,.s £1,171,176, leavill:g an 
estimated excess of revenue over expend1ture 
of £51,824, to cover unforeseen expenditure 
and supplementary estimates. Now, sir, I 
cannot eonceivo what the hope of the Trea
snrer was whcn he framed his Estimates. 
I have no doubt that that sanguine feeling 
with which Treasurers commence their busi
ness, for the abolition of all future Supplemen
tary Estimates, and so forth, as I have heard 
it stated over and over again, came o-ver the 
honorable gentleman and possessed his mind 
wholly. When, however, I find that the only 
reason which the Colonial Treasurer has 
given to this committee for adding the enor
mous sum of £100,000 for roads and bridges 
to his Estimates is, that those works are not 
of a permanent character, and should not 

1 
be made a charge on future generations, I 

i look upon that reason as the most falla-
cious and ruinous. I look upon that 
Treasurer who takes such a stand as a 
most audacious Treasurer ; for he takes it 
in the face of the fact that the House adopted 
and affirmed the opposite principle when they 
voted £90,000 in the last Loan Estimate for 
roads and bridges. I say, sir, that it is flying 
in the face of every principle that has been laid 

1 
down in the House heretofore ; and I repeat 
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that the reason and arguments of the Trea
surer are insufficient and rotten, for paying 
that amount and all future amounts for such 
permanent and useful works out of' current 
revenue. I maintain that posterity must have 
the advantage of such works, and that all 
such amounts must be, as they should be, 
and I have no doubt will be, in future, accord
ing to the principle -affirmed and adopted by 
the House, placed upon loan estimates. 
When we come to consider the enormous 
sums of money which have been charged 
yearly to revenue account for immigration 
purposes, and which, no doubt, should be 
upon loan-as posterity gets the advantage of 
immigration ;-when we come to consider 
that there are remote districts of this colony 
which railway loan expenditure never serves 
or reaches in the slightest degree, and that 
the inhabitants of those districts are called 
upon to pay their quota of the interest on that 
expenditure ;-when we consider that in this 
country, as in all new countries, every per
manent road, every permanent bridge, is a 
work which, of course, we obtain our advan
ta.ge from and ought to pay interest upon;
we cannot but feel that as the country is by 
all these means improved for our successors 
as much as for ourselves, our successors-I 
mean posterity-should pay their quota also. 

HoNORABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear. 
Mr. BELL: Because the making of roads 

and bridges is one of the most important and 
useful works we have to do, as ensuring the 
permanent improvement ancl increasing the 
value of property in the colony, in future as 
well as the present time, and because posterity 
reaps the benefit of it, we should not bear all 
the cost. I think there is no more clear 
instance of the principle which I wish to lay 
down than that witnessed in the course 
adopted by England with regard to Scotland. 
\Vhen the English found it necessary to 
"subjugate," I would say; but Scotchmen 
will not have it---

HoNORABLE MEMBERS: No, no. 
Mr. STEW ART: We sent you a king. 
Mr. BELL: When Englishmen found it 

necessary to interfere with the Highlanders, 
and that they should have the means of tra.ffic 
with them-if they did not subjugate them
the only way they could get' soldiers and 
artillery amongst them was by making roads. 
Well, those roads served their purpose at the 
time. The English did then exactly what 
we are doing now, or attempting to do-to 
subjugate the primeval forest of this country ; 
-and the roads then made in Scotland are 
serving the purpose also of the successors of 
those who made them. I have travelled over 
hundreds of miles of those roads, a.nd they 
are as good to·day as ever they were. That 
is a clear instance to my mind of what Rhould 
be done in this country. If we make roads, 
I ask, why should we not charge posterity 
with the cost P Why should we have our 
estimates burdened with the cost of works 
which will serve the purpose of posterity more 

than they can serve us ? I hold, therefore, 
that the resolution which I have put to the 
House, that the estimates of expenditure be 
reduced by £100,000, will be accepted by a 
majority of this House. I cannot see any 
reason why, because a fanciful theory has 
come into the head of the present Treasurer 
or of the present Government, that we should 
pay out of the current revenue an inordinately 
increased expenditure while we are attempting 
to reduce taxation. And all that the taxation 
is to be reduced, is, by £30,000 this yenr, 
and £80,000 next year. 

1\fr. JWciLwRAITH : But it is without 
borrowing. 

Mr. BELL : I hope this House will insist 
upon your borrowing. That is just what I 
insist you should do; that is what the 
novernment ought to do. We are not sitting 
here to discuss fanciful theories ; we are 
justified in borrowing and using money for 
permanent and reproductive works; and I 
hope this progressive Government will bear 
this in mind. I propose by my second resolu
tion to strike out Schedule B. of the tariff 
resolutions, and to substitute ad valorem 
duties for the measurement duties of the 
Treasurer. However, I think I need Hcarcely 
add a single word to that resolution, whose 
terms commend it to every common-sense 
member of this Assembly. I have no doubt 
that the Colonial Treasurer felt great satis
faction when he came to the conclusion that 
he would bring forth in this House a policy to 
do away with, and to sweep away altogether, 
the ad 1Jalorem duties. This is a very laud
able object. I admit that it was the greatest 
desire I had, when I attempted to frame a 
tariff, to meet the opinions of honorable m em· 
bers of this House, and to ensure that it 
would be suitable to the country; but when 
I came to look at it practically, I found it 
was impossible to generalise or to average 
such artieles as apparel, furniture, boots and 
shoes, and those others which are contained 
in this schedule of measurement duties pro
posed by the Treasurer. When I found it 
was impossible to average them, so that they 
should become a portion of the fixed list, I 
decided that the only practical way of arriv
ing at a solution of the difficulty was to put 
a fixed ad valorem duty on those articles. 
And, sir, those articles are articles which are 
obviously, in a customs point of view, the 
least objectionable of all the objectionable 
articles that form a portion of the ad valo1'mn 
list. They are in large bulky packages, whirh 
are thoroughly well known to the tracle and 
to the Customs Department ; they do not 
open the door to that corruption and abuse 
which our ad valo1·em list now in existence is 
open to. And the Customs Depa.rtment gave 
a practical opinion to me on the point, that 
there would be no appreciable difficulty in 
the way of collecting the duty easily; that 
there was no means open in connection with 
those articles named by me for collusion or 
evasion. I shall not attempt to enlarge upon 
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the obvious advantage of substituting ad I refer to out of its order, provided for the 
valo1·em duties for the measurement duties gradual abolition of all other ad valorem 
proposed. by the Treasurer. I am so clearly duties, which would finally cease on the 30th 
of opinion that the course I propose will be September next; and the revenue collected 
adopted by this House, that I shall leave the hereunder meantime was calculatedat£40,000. 
matter entirely in the hands of the committee. The third resolution proposed to add im-
My third resolution, I do not mind admitting mediately a number of articles, including 
at once, brings into comparison the policy of 1 salt, to the free list ; which would entail 
the late Government with that of the present 1 an estimated loss of £12,000. It was also 
Government. The late Government con- proposed, in the interest of vessels employed 
sidered that for no less a reduction of taxation in the coasting trade of the colony, to abolish 
than £100,000 this year, and £130,000 next the pilotage and light dues now charged on 
year, should the general trade of the country such vessels. This would cost a further loss 
be interfered with. Surely, sir, it is not of revenue of £3,000. The effect of the 
worth while, nor is it nece~sary, to disturb whole proposals was, therefore, to relinquish 
the tariff for £30,000 this year, and £80,000 in all, duties to the extent of £135,000, as 
next year ! follows :-That portion of ad valorem duties 

HoNORA.BLE ~fEMBERS : Hear, hear. abandoned, £144,000; salt and other articles 
Mr. BELL: I will put very plainly before added to the free list, £12,000; light and pilot-

this committee what the views of the late age dues on coasters, £3,000: in all, £159,000. 
Government were in connection with the Less, new and increased fixed duties, 
public finances of the colony, at the corn- £24,000 : leaving the proposed permanent 
rnencement of this present year. The posi- reduction, £135,000. But, as the ad valorem 
tion was this :-The annual deficits of former duties were to be "gradually" abolished, 
years had given way, as I have already shown, and would yield £40,000, up to September, 
to three years of steady surplus : in 1871 when they were to cease, the reduction in 
there was a surplus of revenue over expendi- 1874 proposed by the late Government was 
ture of £18,362; 1872, £136,833; 1873, £95,000 ; and, in subsequent years, £135,000. 
£165,i78 ;-and I calculated that there would Now, sir, that is the tariff which the late 
probably be a further surplus, in 187 4, should Government, after full consideration, intended 
the tariff not be disturbed, in excess of tha~ to put before this House ; and I feel very 
of the previous year. I felt justified, there- strongly that there is not a portion of it, not 
fore, in recommending to my colleagues that, a single item, that is outside of that object 
having regard to this steady annual increase, which it is intended to serve. I believe tha~ 
duties to the extent of something like £120,000 the taxation under it for this year and for the 
might be relinquished. In deference to public following year is not a bit excessive. I 
opinion, it was decided to recommend, if believe that the proposal of that general tariff 
possible, the abolition of the ad valorem is one that will meet the feelings and wishes 
duties. These duties w-ere expected to of this country in a greater degree than the 
amount to £l7'i,OOO, a much larger sum than proposal of the present Government; and I 
could be possibly spared from the revenue. believe it will be found that although the 
The decision ultimately arrived at was em- calculations are based upon the same yield 
bodied in a series of resolutions which have and returns, the tariff of the late Government 
already appeared in print, and which were to would yield proportionally a larger sum than 
the following effect.. I give them, because I the tariff of the present Government will 
also add the different amounts that were cal- yield. Now sir, the resolutions which I 
culated t0 be produced from the operation of move, are the practical outcome of what I 
the changes involved ; and the information have to say, to. day; and if it were not for one 
will also be serviceable to the committee, or, or two little references which I have to make, 
rather, to that portion of the committee that I should now be done. But with the honor-
will follow me with an interest in this ques- able member for South Brisbane, I should 
tion :-The first resolution proposed to raise like to have a parting word. That honorable 
the duty on candles from 1d. to 2d. per lb., member wrote and spoke many a word against 
and the duty on cheese, bacon, and hams to the action of the late Government for the salo 
the same as the duty on butter, viz., 4d. per . of debentures at so low a figure as 88---
lb. It proposed, for good and sufficient rea-

1 
~fr. STEPRENS : Hear, hear. 

sons, to equalise the duties on sugar. It JYir. BELL: Because they were quoted 
further proposed to transfer certain articles shortly afterwards at 94. I say that the 
from the ad valorem to the fixed duty list. honorable member wrote and spoke vigor-
The anticipated result of the operation of ously ; but, I think, uselessly, because he 
this resolution was an increase of revenue of carried no one with him in his view of the 
£24,000. The second resolution proposed to subject. I wish to point out this action of the 
retain apparel and slops, boots and shoes, and honorable member and to contrast it with an 
saddlery, furniture, and some other articles incident in his conduct as a member of the 
which can be, and are now manufactured in presen~ Governmen~. \Vhere is the con-
the colony, at the present duty of ten per cent. sistency of the honorable member for South 
ad valorem; from which a revenue of £21,000 Brisbane P I find him, now, a member of a 
was anticipated. Th~ fourth resolution, which 1 Government that has actually sold debentures 
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wearing apparel, haberdashe1•y, umbrellas. 
and parasols, and all goods manufactured 
of cotton, woollen, linen, or silk, or any 
mixture thereof (excepting blanket$, 
carpets, druggeting, mats and rugs, 
matting and oilcloth, hats aucl ''"P"• 
"·oolpacks and woolbagging, corn sneks 
and cornbagging), per cubic foot, four 
shilling e. 

Before saying anything on that part of the 
subject before the committee, he should offc>r 
a word or two in answer to the honorable 
member for Dalby, who had hardly done 
justice to the Government ; because, when he 
made hiR Financial Statement, he apologised 
to the older members of the House for using 
certain figures which he put before them, 
and which were familiar to them, at the same 
time saying that he put them before the 
committee because there were so many new 

at 88, in England, and they were quoted at ! 
94, in Melbourne, very shortly afterwards ! ! 

Is it not very extraordinary that the horror- i 
able member, when he had the Courier at 
his back, should have acted so violently 
against the late Government; and, when he 
had not that support and was a member of 
the Government, he could consent to the 
sale of debentures at the very same figure, 
and in the same condition of the market, as 
he before objected to? Perhaps the horror
able member will tell us, to-day, that he did 
not consent; but I would remind him that if 
he does, he will violate his oath as a Minister 
of the Crown. But he will not sav, no. I 
believe that, in all probability, good sense 
came to him and made him agree with his 
colleague, the present 'l'reasurer, in adopting 
the minimum which was fixed by the late 
Treasurer, even to the last lot. I believe I 
am right. The present Government had full 
time to stop the sale, and alter that minimum. 

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER : Hear, hear. 
Mr. BELL: .Now, where is the consistency 

of the honorable member for tlouth Brisbane? 
He was either right before and is wrong now; 
or he is right no1Y, and was wrong before. 
He cannot reconcile his action on both occa· 
sions. There is one other subject I wish to 
make a reference to, and to make my 
acknowledgments to the two gentlemen who 
gave their valuable time and services Lo the 
Commission on Public Accounts. I am 
grateful for the present opportunity of thank
ing those gentlemen, as late Treasurer, for 
the -very business-like manner in which they 
at once accepted aml most efficiently dis
charged, without fee or reward, the onerous 
duty of that commission. I thank them on 
behalf of the late Government for the very 
clever and successful manner in which they i 
carried out that commission. I trust that the 
Audit Bill which, no doubt, has come out of 
the results of their inquiry, will be such as to 1 

meet every suggestion of that nluable report 
which the commissioners presented to the 
Government. I think I need not trouble the 
House further, as the object I have in view 
is a very pradical one, and is disclosed in 
the resolutions which I have presented to 
the House. 

f members in the Assembly. To that extent, 
he might have been excused by the honorable 
member for Dalby. 

:Mr. BELL : He had spoken more for the 
purpose of directing attention to the Minis· 
terial tltatement of the honorable member at 
the head of the Government. 

The CoLoNIAT, TREASURER rose to address 
the committee, but was interrupted by 

Mr. BELL, who mid, that from some irre
gularity no substantial motion had yet been 
moved by the Treasurer. He should, there· 
fore, withdraw his resolutions until the Trea
surer had made a motion ; then, he would 
move his resolutions by way of amendment. 

The CoLONIAL 'l'REASURER then moved-
SorrEDULE B. 

2. That ther\J shall be collected and paid, in 
lieu of the duties of Customs now levied upon the 
undermentioned articles, the several duties follow
ing, that is to say-

Fnmiture, per cubic foot, one shilling. 
Saddlery and harness, boots and shoes, 

ready-made clothing, and all articles of 

:M:r. J. Scorr rose to a question of order. 
It appeared to him that the Colonial 'Trea
surer was now replying to a speech which 
the honorable member for Dalby had not 
made-or, was supposed not to have made. 
'l'he action of the honorable member for 
Dalby was informal ; and the only way to 
proceed, now, was for the Treasurer to make 
his motion formally, and, then, for the honor· 
able member for Dalby to move his amend
ment. 'l'hen, the Treasurer might address 
the committee regularly. 

'l'he,,. CoLONIAL TREASURER accepted the 
suggestion of the honorable member for 
Springsure. 

Question-Schedule D-put. 
'l he CoLONIAL TREASURER rose for the pmr 

pose of addressing the committee, when 
Mr. J. Scorr rose to a point of order. It 

appc>ared to him that the question had not 
been properly put. The motion of the honor· 
able the Colonial Treasurer had been put, 
but the motion of the honorable member for 
Dalby had not been put as an amendment on 
that motion. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER submitted that 
1 he was perfectly in order. In consequence of 

a preliminary irregularity on the part of the 
honorable member for Dalby he was prevented 
from making a formal motion. 'l'hat honor
able member did not give him time to do so, 
but jumped up and made a speech, to whi(.h 
he (the Colonial Treasurer) must now reply. 
He did not suppose the honorable member 
would make the speech over again for the 

. purpose of enabling honorable members to 
j reply to it. 

Mr. BELL wished to explain the position of 
affairs. It appeared to him that the object of 
the houorable member for Spriugsure was to 
point out that the Chairman had put the 
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honorable the Colonial Treasurer's motion, 
but had not put his (.llr. Bell's) motion as an 
amendment. 

Mr. STEW ART rose to a point of order. He 
was of opinion that the amendment of the 
honorable member for Dalby did not apply to 
the motion before the committee. There was 
a specific motion made by the Colonial Trea
surer, that the duty on furniture be one shil
ling per cubic foot, and the honorable member 
for Dalby had chosen to move an amendment, 
going into the whole financial policy of the 
Government. He, therefore, submitted that 
it was not an amendment on the motion made 
by the honorable the Colonial Treasurer. 

Mr. BEI,L thought the course he had taken 
was thoroughly in order. The honorable the 
Treasurer had made his Financial Statement; 
he had offered it to the committee to accept 
it, or, as he (Mr. Bell) now proposed, to 
amend it, and this was the earliest and most 
conYenient opportunity for taking that course. 
}Yhat was the use of. the committee going 
mto details of the tar1ff before the broader 
question of the financial policy of the Gov- '· 
ernment was discussed and settled P It 
was utterly useless to discuss details until 
the financial policy submitted to the committPe 
by the honorable the Treasurer was settled. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER submitlctl that 
the course taken by the honorable member 
for Dalby wa8 extremely inconvenient, because 
it mixed up two things which had no connec
iion whatever with each other. 'l'he question 
was whether certain articles should be taxed 
by a measurement rate of duty. One portion 
of the amendment proposed to deal with that 
question, but the other portion raised a 
further question-whether roads should be 
charged to loan or to current revenue. The 
proper time to have raised a discussion on 
the general financial policy of the Govern
ment was on the motion for the SpeakPr 
leaving the chair, and it "·as not right to mix 
up the two things in the "·ay proposl'<l. The 
mere substitution of a measurem<·nt duty for 
an ad valorem duty had nothing to do with 
the general financial policy of the Govern
ment, so far as it related to whether roads 
should be charged to loan or revenue'. He 
thought the Chairman would find very great 
difficulty in putting the amendment in such a 
way as to enable houorable members on both 
sides to vote as they wished on each portion 
of it. He had no doubt the honorable mem
ber for Dalby thought that by taking the 
two things together he would be able to catch 
some stray votes-that he would secure the 
votes of honorable members who >Yere op· 
posed to the proposed measarement duty, 
and also the Yotes of some honorable mem
bers who were op11osed to the largeness of 
the Estimates. But he (the Colonial Trea
surer) did not think he would succeed in 
hoodwinking honorable members in that way. 
The two things were totally distinct, and 
ought to be kept distinct, for the considera
tion of the committee. The question whether 

certain articles should be taxed by an ad 
vcrlorem rate, or a measurement rate, was not 
one of a party character, and he had no 
intention to allow it to operate on the minds 
of honorable members in that way, if he could 
possibly help it. He would leave the policy 
of the Government with regard to charging 
roads and bridges to loan to the Minister for 
\Vorks and the good ssnse of the House, 
and he had no doubt both would do ample 
justice to the subject. He maintained that 
any very extensive and sudden reduction in 
taxation, at this period, would be most inju
rious in its effects upon some portions of the 
community; it would lead almost to the con
fiscation of property, so far as certain holder~ 
of stock were concerned. He believed that 
reduction in taxation ought to be gradual, 
and that, considering the large demands there 
were for public works in all parts of the 
colony, they \l'ould be better representing the 
fL'elings and wishes of the country by adopt
ing that mode of reducing taxation, and 
removing the more oppressive and burden
some taxes from the tariff, than by a sudden 
and sweeping reduction, which would sacrifice 
the interests of a large number o~ traders in 
the colony. He thought the mterests of 
those persons who contributed :so largely to 
the revPnue-many contri~nting more than 
£10,000 a year-had a nght to be con
sidered ; and it would be a most improper 
proceeding if they were, for the sake of 
gratifying a mere theory, to make a sud
den onsbiught on those duties. And, further, 
he did not believe that there was any 
wide-spread demand throughout the colony 
for a reduction of taxation; if there was, it 
was kept remarkably quiet. 'l'he country 
was prosperous, and he said, and main
tained, that, with very few exceptions, the 
people did not complain of taxation. They 
comiJlained of the incidence of taxation, but 
not of the amount. ·with regard to Schedule 
B he would set the minds of honorable mem
bers at rest ; but, before he did so, he would 
furnish the committee with some information 
he had received from the Collector of Cus· 
toms that afternoon. Perhaps honorable 
members were not aware that there was what 
was called a " black list" at the Custom 
House. This list contained the names of 
firms in the other colonies who were in the 
habit of systematically preparing and furnish
ing false invoices to importers here, for the 
purpose of evading the due payment of duty. 
\Vhen a firm was detected in this practice
and generally, in fact almost universally, 
inYoices of this character were furnished to 
the Collector of Customs by importers here
it was placed on the black list; and perhaps 
honorable members would be surprised to 
hear that there were no less than thirty-six 
names of firms in Sydney and Melbourne at 
present on the list, against whom the most 
conclusive proof-which was in the hands of 
the Collector of Customs-could be brought. 
When they had such a fact as thie staring 
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them in the face, he thought they ought to 
be prepared to make some sacrifice to get rid 
of the ad valo1•em duties. He had no wish 
to force on the committee any theories of his 
own on the subject. He had, however, given 
the question great consideration, and he was 
of opinion that the system of taxation pro
posed in Schedule B would not be attended 
with any hardships or inconvenience on any 
section of the community. If honorable 
members would look at the tables before 
them-which had been prepared by the 
Inspector of Invoices from measurements 
taken, and were reliable documents-they 
would see that, if the measurement duty had 
been in force in 1873, the ad valorem duty 
of ten per cent. on drapery and similar goods, 
would have been equal to 4s. 2id. per cubic foot. 
He thought honorable members, on looking 
through these tables, would see that whatever 
inequalities there might be in some instances, 
genurally u very fair ~verage had been struck. 
The Government would take the feeling of 
the committee on the first item in schedule 
B, and if the majority of honorable members 
were against it, they \Vould be prepared to 
alter the proposal in a manner which might 
be more acceptable. Of course, he need not 
tell the honorable member for Dalby that it 
was the first duty of a TreaRurer not to carry 
out his own theories, but to endeavor, as far 
as possible, to proter.t the revenue-to protect 
it in such a way as not to have to ask posterity 
to pay for bridges and culverts, and the like, 
but to enable the Government of the day to 
carry out all minor works of that kind which 
legitimately came within their province. If, 
1h he said before, the committee were against 
tlte proposed measurement duty, the Govern
ment were prepared to alter the proposal by 
amending Schedule D in this manner :-To 
leRve the first clause fixing the ad valorem 
duty at ten per cent. until the 1st of July 
next as it stood ; they would also leave the 
'econd clause as it ~tood, reducing the duty 
to seven and a-half per cent. from the 1st of 
July until the 1st of October; and then 
reduce it to five per cent. until the termination 
of next year. 1'his was the alternative pro
position the Government would make if Sche
dule B 1rere not agreed to. He had no 
intention of allowing the real question 
before the committee to be diverted by 
the honorable members introducing, by a 
side wind, the general policy of the Gov
ernment. Now, as the honorahle member 
for Dalby had criticised his tariff' pretty 
freely, he could not reasonably object to hin1 
making a few observations upon the financial 
policy of that honorable member. In the 
first place, he would say a few words about 
the sale of debentures. The Government 
had only received the returns from London 
that morning; and he might state, as a pre
liminary observation, that the minimum of 
the debentures sent home by the late Govern
ment-he did not think there was any breacll. 
of confidence in mentioning the matter--

Mr. BELL: No. 
'Ihe CoLoNIAL 1'RE..I.SURER : The minimum 

of those debentures was originally fixed at 
ninety-two, but the late Government after
wards rame to their senses and reducecl it to 
eighty-eight. 

Mr. BELL rose to explain. He desired to 
state that the minimum was never finally 
fixed at ninety-two. The agents of the Gov
vernment in England were informed that at 
that time the minimum was to be ninety-two, 
but that they would be advised before the 
sale-which there was ample time to do
what the actual minimum would be. It was 
never absolutely and permanently fixed at 
ninety-two. 

The CoLoNIAL TREAsnmR : At any rate, 
upon entering office, he found the minimum 
fixed at eighty-eight; and, as they thought it 
a very fair minimum, the Government ad
hered to it, and the result had shown that 
that course was the correct one. Now, from 
the returns just received, it appeared that 
the tenders received for the £250,000 of 
debentures placed on the market amounted 
to only £700 in excess of that sum; so that 
he was fully satisfied that if they had had a 
sealed minimum, very few would have been 
taken, because, although, in a few instances, 
parcels sold as high as ninety, the bulk had 
been quitted at eighty-eight. He was quite 
satisfied that if a higher minimum had been 
fixed, the loan would not have been a success, 
Now, with regard to the tariff which the 
honorable member for Dalby intended to pro
~osc if he had continued in office, he (the 
Colonial Treasurer) believed it was, in many 
respects, the worst he had evel' seen. 

Mr. BELL: Of cour:se. 
The CoLONIAL TREASURER: They had heard 

a great deal from the honorable member for 
the BremC'r about the injustice of the mea
surement duty-that it would press heavily 
on the poor mau. He must say, however, 
that llC' always felt very suspicious when he 
heard honorablc members on that side of the 
House advorating the cause of the poor man. 
The honorable member pointed out the mon
strosity of taxing the poor man's moleskin 
trousers at the sai:ne rate as silk and gloves, 
and things of that sort; but what did the late 
Government, of which he was a member, 
propose to do P They proposed to admit 
silks free, and to tax the poor man's mole
skins at the rate of ten per cent. Under 
that rate, a case of moleskin trousers, contain
ing 100 pairs at five and fourpence a pair, 
would have to pay fifty-eight shillings; 
but under the tariff proposed by the 
present Government the tax would amount 
to only fifty-four shillings for the same 
case; and yet this tariff was condemned by 
honorable members opposite on the ground 
that it would act oppressively on the poor 
man. He certainly thought the poor man 
had not much to thank the honorable member 
for; because, while the present Government 
propoaed to tax all thooe things worn by the 
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wealthier classes as far as they could in 
accordance with the principle, the honorable 
member proposed to admit them free. 
Almost everything consumed by the wealthier 
classes was to be admitted free, while 
the farmer's and poor man's moleskins were 
to be taxed at the mte of ten per cont. 
He thought they might discuss the principles 
of the tariff without dragging the poor man 
so prominently into it ; and he felt very sus
picious when he found honorable members 
opposite coming forward in the interest of the 
poor man; it was unpardonable, perhaps, but 
he could not help it. 

l\'Ir. BELL said he made no reference to the 
poor man. He did no~ know him. In fact, 
he did not believe there was such a man in 
the country. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER : The honorable 
members for the Bremer and Ulermont spoke 
very strongly upon the point. He distinctly 
heard the honm;able member for the Bremer. 
He would now proceed to show how the late 
Government proposed to deal with the poor 
man in another portion of their tariff. They 
proposed to put a tax of fourpence per pound 
on butter, bacon, hams, and cheese, all of 
which were consumed by the poor man, while 
the present Government were satisfied. with 
only twopence. He did not think their tariff 
was at all framed in the interests of the poor 
man. The honorable member for Dalby also 
said he could give good and sufficient reasons 
for equalizing the duty on sugar. Now, no 
doubt, honorable members would recollect the 
passing of the Bonded Sugar Bill ; at any rate 
he had a very lively recollection of it, because 
he was more stongly opposed at the last elec
tion, in consequence of the vote he gave in 
favor of that measure, than he supposed any 
honorable member ever was before for so 
trifling a cause. He believed the Bill was a 
g-ood one; that it would injure no one, and he 
supported it, although it was introduced by 
the member of a party to which he was then 
opposed. When he was contesting the elec
torate of Bulimba the point was raised against 
him-that he had injured the poor man --the 
poor farmer, by assisting to pass this Bill, 
and his opponents were scouring the district 
in all directions, in order to show the elec
tors the great injury he had inflicted upon 
them. This was a digression, but he would 
only oecupy a few minutes on the subject 
to show what the late Government proposed 
to do in relation to the Bill. Under the 
provisions of the Bill, as it left the House 
and became law, any person desirous of estab
li5hing a sugar refinery was authorised to do 
so ; but he found that the late Government 
were not satisfied with that, but proposed 
to allow the only refiner in the colony to work 
altogether outside the Act. 

Mr. BELL: No. 
The CoLONIAL TREASURER : The gentle

man interested in the matter was in town last 
week, and told him so. He referred to Mr. 
Tooth; and that gentleman felt aggrieved 

when he found that the present Government 
were not going to afford him the privileges 
promised by their predecessors. In fact, to 
such an extent did he press the matter, that 
he said, unless the promise were carried out 
he would countermand an order he had given 
for a lot of inferior sugar. He would. inform 
the committee what the proposal of the late 
Government was. At present the duty on raw 
sugar was five shillings per hundredweight; 
and on refined, six shillings and eightpence. 
There was very little sugar that the customs 
authorities recognized as refined : although 
sugar might have gone through the refining 
process, it was not considered refined unles~ 
it was of a certain degree of fineness and 
whiteness. The late Government proposed 
to allow .Mr. Tooth to import 100 tons of 
sugar at £5 per ton; and on his exporting 
seventy-five tons of refined sugar, they "1\·ould 
allow a drawback of £G 13s. 4d. per ton. 
No doubt the Go>ernment thought that by 
this they would not be giving back more than 
they received, and the revenue would not 
sufrh·; but he would point out to the late 
Treasurer several ways in which the arrange· 
ment would have been a ruinous, or at any 
rate a very dangerous and improper, step to 
take. In the first place, it was entirely unsane
tioned by the Act; there was nothing in the 
Bonded Sugar Act, or any other Act, to admit 
of such an arrangement being made. 

Mr. BELL: It was within its spirit. 
'l'he CoLONIAL 'l'REASURER : Now, he would 

point out how this arrangement might operate. 
If the lOO tons of sugar only produced 
sixty tons of refined sugar the Government 
would have had to allow Mr. Tooth a drawback 
of £6 13s. 4d. per ton on fifteen tons of 
Queensland-grown sugar. As Mr. Tooth very 
plainly said, if he had those privileges he could 
command the sugar trade of the colony. 
But he (the Colonial Treasurer) said they 
were not the sort of privileges the pre· 
sent Government could allow him. Then, 
supposing the lOO tons produced eighty tons 
of refined sugar, Mr. Tooth would have got 
back the whole of his duty on seventy-five tons 
exported, and would have imported five tons 
without duty at all. But this was not the 
worst of it, for although the late Govern· 
ment proposed to allow a drawback of 
£6 13s. 4d. per ton, the same sugar would 
only have been subject to five pounds per 
ton if brought back into the colony again. 
This was the way the late Government pro· 
posed to equalise the sugar duty ; and he 
thought it was very fortunate indeed that they 
had not been able to carry it out. Now, 
when the honorable member for Dalby retired 
from office, he left a number of papers under an 
envelope addressed to him, and. amongst them 
was his proposed tariff. Of course he (the Colo· 
nial Treasurer) thought at the time it was a 
great secret, but, to his astonishment, he saw it 
in print next morning. But there was a footnote 
on one of the printed papers which the honor
able 111ember apparently forgot to publish, an~ 
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which excited his (the Colonial Treasurer's) 
curiosity. It appeared from this footnote 
that he proposed to tax the following articles 
-chemises, drawers, vests, and other articles 
of wearing apparel; and he (the Colonial 
Treasurer) thought that 1'\"as a far more objec
tionable proposal than the measurement duties, 
about which a good deal of fun had been 
made. He would not occupy the time of the 
House further, and he would conclude by 
saying, that if the committee were of opinion 
that the measurement duties should not 
be passed, the Government would not press 
them, but would make the alteration in 
schedule D he had stated; but they had no 
intention of allowing the amendment to be 
put in the way proposed by the honorable 
member for Dalby. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY would like to 
have the opinion of the Speaker upon the 
amendments proposed by the lwnorable mem
ber for Dalby. He believed that there was 
not one of them capable of being put to the 
committee, and he did not know what the 
honorable member could have been thinking 
of when he prepared them. The first said:-

,, ht. '_fhat, in the opinion of this House, the 
sum of £100,000 for roads and bridges should 
be struck out of the J<;stimates of Rewnne 
Expendit.ure aml aclclecl to the amount of the 
next Loan Bill." 
But they were in committee now, and were 
dNLling with schedule B of the tariff, and how 
did the proposed amendment apply to that 
schedule P Then the next one was to the 
effect that schedule B be struck out and that 
an ad valorem duty be substituted; but the. 
honorablc member did not say what the ad · 
valorem duty ·was to be-whether it was to be 
ten, seven and a-half, or one per cent. The 
third one read in this way :-

" 3rd. That, considering the surplus of Revenue 
over Expenditure in each year for the last three 
years, ancl the anticipated satisfactory Revenue 
for 1874, together with the prosperous condition 
of the colony generally, this House is of opinion 
that the propo~ed reduction of taxation by the 
Gowrnment is insufficient, and that t.he Govern
ment be requested to reconstruct their 'fariff, 
with a view to the further reduction of taxation 
to an amount not less than £100,000 in all, for 
1874, and £135,000 for 1875." 
Thehonorablememberused the word "House:' 
and he maintained that it was quite clear that 
theseresolutionsco~ld only be put to the House 
and not to the comm1ttee. The committee could 
not give instructions to the House, but the 
House could give instructions to the commit
tee. There was only one of the resolutions cap
able of being put, and then it eould not be put 
in committee. The only way in which it could 
beputwas upon the motion for the House going 
into a Committee of Ways and Mean's-to 
submit it as an instruction to the committee. 

Mr. BELL said no doubt the honorable the 
Premier was fully convinced that the com
mittee had made up their minds to carry out 
his ideas; but he submitted that hi! proposi-

tion was perfectly in order. He proposed 
that the proposition of the honorable the 
Treasurer should not be taken and accepted 
at that time, but that a much more important 
resolution should supersede it. He was quite 
aware that if they adopted the motion of the 
Treasurer his resolution could not be put, 
and he therefore moved the resolution in 
order that it might supersede the motion of 
the Treasurer. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY: It cannot. 
Mr. BELL: 'l'he honorable gentleman had 

pointed out a technical objection-that the 
word " House " was used instead of "com
mittee ;" but it was easy to obviate that by 
amending the resolution, with the permission 
of the committee. 1'hat course, he pre
sumed, the committee would not object to, 
considering the importance of the question. 
He thought he had now got rid of both 
objections of the honorable member, and he 
hoped they would not proceed to deal with 
details until they had disposed of the general 
policy of the Government. They would only 
be working in the dark if they did so, and he 
felt it his duty to press the resolutions. 

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY objected to the 
resolutions; and he would ask the honorable 
member what was the use of discussing a 
motion which he knew well could not be put 
from the chair? If the Speaker were in the 
chair and the honorable member desired to 
move the resolutions as an instruction to the 
committee, he could do so ; but, instead of 
doing that, "·hen the honorable the Treasurer 
moved the House into committee, he intro
duced a string of resolutions in committee 
which were utterly irrelevant to the question 
before it. 

Mr. DE S.A.TGE pointed out that the horror
able the Treasurer had introduced into the 
debate matter far more irrelevant than the 
honorable member for Dalby-namely, the 
private transactions of honorable members 
outside the House. He thought honorable 
members ought to be protected from having 
their private transactions brought before the 
House; and also that other people's names, 
such as traders, ought not to be introduced. 
1'he honorable the Colonial Treasurer had 
mentioned that there were thirty-six dishonest 
merchants in Sydney and Melbourne who 
prepared false invoices; but he had no doubt 
that, if inquiry were made, the same number 
would be found in this colony, for he sup
posed in that respect one colony was no 
worse than another. Then, again, there was 
the argument that honorable members on 
that side of the House were not friends of 
the poor man ; that, he thought, was far 
more extraneous than anything that had been 
brought forward by the honorable member 
for Lialby. He believed there was no such 
a being in this colony as a poor man, and if 
there were, he would get quite as much 
justice from honorable members on that side 
of the House as from a community of mer
chants. 
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The CoLONIAL SEcRETARY would ask the 
Chairman whether the resolutions, or any one 
of them, could be put ; and in the event of 
his being of opinion that they could, he would 
move that the opinion of the Speaker be 
taken upon the point. 

Mr. GRAHAM said, before the question was 
answered, he would call the attention of the 
honorable the Premier to the fact, that it 
would appear from the course adopted by the 
Government, that they desired to have their 
financial policy passed over without debate, 
or any expression of opinion upon it. 

The CoLONIAL SEcRETARY : No, no. 
J\fr. GRAHAM: If honorable members were 

not to express their opinions now, when were 
they to do so P If they passed the details of 
the tariff now, what would be the use of 
saying afterwards that they did not agree to 
the financial principles of the Government P 
The resolution of the honorable member for 
Dalby raised a direct question bearing on the 
whole financial policy of the Go>ernment ; 
but if they adopted the resolution before the 
committee, it would be impossible to make 
any alteration in their policy; whereas, if they 
proceeded with the resolutions, and passed 
them, it would be necessary to give up for 
the present the consideration of the tariff, in 
order that the Government might qualify or 
amend it, in accordance with the opinions of 
the House. He was at a loss to understand 
what was the intention of the Treasurer. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : There would 
be no attempt to obstruct any expression of 
opinion on the part of honorable members 
with regard to the general policy of the 
Government. All the Government now asked 
was to discuss the tariff, and deal with it at 
once. He asked the Chairman whether the 
resolutions could be put, so that they might 
preserve order in all their proceedings, and 
when that was decided the honorable member 
could bring forward his resolutions, in ac
cordance with parliamentary practice, and 
the Government would be quite prepared to 
meet him. It was clear to his mind that the 
resolutions could not be put. 

Mr. BELL thought the committee was now 
in a position to express any opinion on the 
subject they might think proper. He would 
ask the indulgence of the committee to sub
stitute the word " committee" for "House." 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : 'l'hat will not 
do it. 

Mr. BELL was of opinion that it would. 
He would like the honorable member to point 
out how it would not. 

The SEcRETARY FoR PuBLIC LANDS thought 
the honorable member ought to see that he 
was out of order in attempting to force the 
resolutions upon the committee. He would 
point out that the honorable the Treasurer 
had moved that on certain articles the duty 
should be so much per foot, and the horror
able member moved an amendment relating 
to roads and bridges. He could not see 
what connection there was between the two 

matters ; but he was prepared to admit that 
it was competent for the honorable member 
to move the second resolution as an amend
ment. But then, again, the resolution re
ferred to simply proposed to do away with 
a duty without making any provision to 
supply its place. On reference to page 568 
of "1fay," the honorable member would find 
it laid down-

" A motion or amendment in a Committee of 
vVays and Means must relate to the tax proposed." 

Then, further on, it would be found-
" It being the province of the committee to 

consider of vVav,; and Means, and not to discuss 
general principl~s." 

And on the next page he would find-
" In Committee of Supply a member cannot 

refer to any vote to which the committee have 
agreed ; nor to a vote not yet submitkll to it"" 

Ancl yet the honorable member wa8 discus
sing general principles and left the details 
out, and he proposed as an amendment 
a resolution with reference to the whole 
of the vote for roads and bridges, which 
had not yet been submitted to the House. 
The fact no doubt was, that when the honor
able member -wrote the resolutions he in
tended to move them when the motion was 
put for the House to go into Committee 
of Ways and I~feans, which was the l)l"Oper 
time to do so ; but he omitted to do it then, 
and he could not do it now. He submitted 
that the course proposed by the honorable 
member was contrary to all rule ; and that 
it woulll be well if the Chairman gaYe his 
opinion upon the point, and that, if necessary, 
they should refer the matter to the Speaker. 

Mr. THOMPSON said the honorable the 
Secretary for Lands had not gone very 
minutely into " May," or he would have dis
covered that the second motion was perfectly 
in order. There w~ts a precedent for it in the 
same page of" May," from which he guoted. 
The question was in relation to the Income 
Tax, and it said :-

"On the 25th April, 1873, the new property 
tax was proposed for seven years. An amend
ment was moved to leave out the words 'towards 
raising the Supply granted to her Majesty there 
shall be raisecl annuallv, during the terms herein
after limited, the se;eral rates and duties fol
lowing,' etc., in order to insert the words, 'The 
continuance of the income tax fo1• seven year,,, 
and its extension to classes heretofore exempt 
from its operation without any mitigation o£ the 
inequalities of its assessment, are alike unjust 
aml impolitic.' " 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : That 
is simply a negative. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he was merely reading. 
The words were not his, and if they were 
strong against the honorable member, it was 
not his fault. He maintained, on these 
grounds, that the second resolution was 
perfectly regular and in order. 

Mr. l:lELL thought he would be acting in 
accordance with the wishes of the committee 
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if he withdrew the first and third resolutions 
for the present, but he would submit them 
again when the proper time came. He would, 
however, with the permission of the com· 
mittee, amend the second resolution by sub
stitutin"' the word "committee" for" House," 
and pgt it to the committee for their 
decision. He believed he was perfectly 
in order in pursuing that course. The 
honorable the Colonial Treasurer said the 
resolution was not in order, because he 
had omitted to fill in the rate of ad valorem 
duty; but he submitted that that was 
often the course taken in dealing with 
questions of that kind-to adopt the principle 
first, and afterwards fill in the figures. He 
would now, with the permission of the com
mittee, withdraw the first and third resolu
tions, with a view of proposing them on 
another occasion. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDs sug
()'ested that the honorable member should 
~·ithdraw the second resolution also while he 
was about it. He would point out to him 
that on his own showing it would be better 
to withdraw the three; because, if he did so, 
he could move an amendment on the motion 
of the honorable the Treasurer, that the duty 
be so much per cent. ad valorem instead of a 
measurement duty. The Government had 
no intention of shirking discussion upon the 
whole question, but it was _importan~ that the 
discussion should be carr1ed on with some 
attempt to keep order. The honorable mem
ber for the Bremer read an extract which he 
said related to a similar case to the one before 
the committee; but he (the Secretary for 
Lands) denied that it was similar in any 
respect. The r~solution referred. ~o was 
simply of a negative nature, and g1vmg rea
sons for the discontinuance of the tax. In 
that case, if the amendment had been carried, 
it would simply have negatived the tax, but 
here it was altogether different, the honor
able member's resolution relating to general 
principles of taxation. He thought it would 
be advisable for the honorable member to 
withdraw the resolution, and move the amend
ment he had suggested. 

Mr. BELL said he had no objection to follow 
the course suggested. It would mee_t ~is 
object quite as well, and with the pernnsswn 
of the committee he would withdraw the 
resolution. 

Resolution withdrawn accordingly. 
Question-That SclleduleBbe now adopted. 
1\'i:r. BELL moved, as an amendment-

That all the words after the word "That" be 
omittecl with the view of substituting in lieu 
thereof,' the words :-Upon the under-mentioned 
goods, impDl'ted into the colony, there shall con· 
tinue to be paicl a duty of ten pounds for. every 
one hunch·ecl pounds of the value thereof, nz. :-

Apparel ancl slops, and all articles of clothing 
(either wholly or in part made up) ; 
boots anc1 shoes (either wholly or in 
part macle up) ; saclcllery a11d harness ; 

furniture ancl parts of furniture; musi~al 
instruments ; vehicles of every descr1p· 
tion and portions of vehicles ; matches 
ancl vestas. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY did not know 
exactly what the amendment of th~ honorable 
member 1\'as. If he were correct It proposed 
that the articles specified in Schedule B should 
be subject to an ad t•aloJ•em duty of ten per 
cent. 

Mr. BELL: Yes. 
The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said the Govern

ment would oppose the ,ame~dn:~ent. His 
honorable colleague, the Colomal Treasurer, 
had informed the committee that the Govern-

' ment were not thoroughly wedded to t~e 
schedule as proposed; that they were qmte 
prepared to listen to reason, and to take 
the advice of honorable members whose 
experience enabled _them to. give a. sound 
opinion upon the subJect. H1s own v1ew was 
that they ought to get rid of the ad valorem 
duties as quickly as possible, but at the same 
time not so quickly as to ~amage trade or 
interfere with the revenue of the eolouy. If 
honorable member~ were of opinion that the 
measurement duties were not desirable. and 
that the ad valorem duties should be continued, 
they could, as had been suggested by the hon
orable the Treasurer, deal with that in Schedule 
D where the very proposition of the horror
able member would be carried out, though not 
to the extent he pro}JOsed. If honorable mem
bers were determined to get rid ofthe measure
ment duties, that was the only course he 

1 

thought it advisable to adopt, and so far as 
the Government were concerned, they would 
not consent to any other. f'hey_ desired to 
get rid of the ad valorem dutws because they 
encouraged swindling and frau.d, but they were 
duties that could not be got nd of at once. 

Mr. BELT. said that if the measurement 
duties were thrown out, it would be a very 
simple matter to propose the substitution of 
acl valorem duties, if honorable members 
would a~ree to that course. He certainly 
thought 1t the most convenient way of dealing 
with the matter. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY: That is what 
we propose. If the committee ~re not sa~is
fied with the measurement duties, negatrve 
them, by all means. . 

J\iir. BELL said he was perfectly satisfied 
with that. It was, therefore, thoroughly 
understood that the Yote taken on Schedule B 
would decide the question whether they 
should have measurement duties or not. 
Under these circumstances, he thought ~he 
sooner they came to a division on the questwn 
the better, and then a further proposal coulcl 
be made. 

Mr. FRASER said he did not wish +-o make 
confusion worse confounded ; but he would 
ask, if they acceded to t~e proposal now 
made, when were they to ~1sc~ss th~ general 
principles of the Treasurers Fmanmal State· 

, mentP 



Financial Statement. [7 APRIL.j Financial Statement. 105 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY: We are doing 
it now. 

Mr. GRAIIAM th:mght they were putting 
the cart before the horse in the course they 
were pursuing-discussing details, with the 
intention of afterwards discussing general 
principles. Perhaps this would suit the 
Government very well, because when the 
details were disposed of there would be 
nothing else to discuss. As the matter stood 
now, they would have to re-commit Schedule 
A, perhaps not in the form of a resolution, 
but they had, in effect, to re-commit it; and 
now they were asked to deal with the other 
schedules, with the view to subsequently dis
cussing general principles. The honorable 
the Premier said, in answer to the honorable 
member for Bandamba, that they were dis
cussing general principles now ; but he would 
point out that the late Treasurer withdrew 
his resolutions, on the grouml tlutt they could 
not now have a discussion on general prin
ciples. If the honorable the Treasurer de
sired those principles to be discussed, he 
thought he ought at once take the initiative, 
and show in what way it was to be done. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said he could 
only tell the honorable member, if he was 
not sufficiently well up in parliamentary 
matters to know it, that it was perfectly 
competent for the committee to go into the 
whole of the principles of the financial policy 
of the Government at once. The mere fact 
that there was a resolution before the com
mittee submitting certain duties did not pre
vent them from doing so ; and he was 
astonished at the honorable member for 
Bandanba asking the question. He ought to 
know that it was perfectly competent for him 
to discuss the financial policy of the Govern
ment to any extent. Of course, once the 
resolutions were agreed to, there was an end 
of the whole matter; and therefore, if there 
was to be a discussion upon the financial 
policy of the Government, now was the time 
for it. He pointed this out, because horror
able meml1ers would no doubt have observed 
that there had been no attempt on ~he part of 
the honorable members opposite to enter into 
such a discussion. 'l'heir whole object had 
been to endeavor to pick loopholes in the 
tariff; but he had no doubt that if he had 
appealed to the committee on the broad 
principles of the tariff-notwithstanding the 
inequalities which had been complained of, 
and which would be found in every tariff 
proposed-they could have carried it. But 
he had no desire to do so; their only object 
was to meet the views of the House and 
the country on the question, and to get to 
work at it as early as possible. There 
was nothing at all astonishing in the 
fact. that the Government were anxious to 
get this matter settled as speedily as possi
ble. The amount of money voted at the 
commencement of the session was only suffi
cient to carry the Government on for three 

mouths, which had more than expired, and 
they were desirous of being relieved from t.he 
responsibilities of such a position. He was 
astonished that honorable members should 
take up the time of the House in asking 
whether they could now go into a discussion 
of general principles, when they knew as 
well as he did that it was quite open to them 
to do so. Now, with regard to the honorable 
member for Dalby, he must say that he had 
failed to discover in his speech a word that 
was at all new, or that would influence a 
single member in the course he was likely to 
take. The honorable gentleman commenced 
by referring to the fact that he (the Colonial 
Secretary) had cautioned the House against 
beliPving for one moment that the £240,000 
surplus was a surplus arising from revenue. 
And what was his defence P that he himself 
had acknowledged the same thing before. 
He was satisfied that the honorable member 
knew such was not the case. The country 
never imagined that it was anything else but 
a surplus from revenue ; and he was certain 
that one-half' the houorable members of the 
House believed it was a surplus arising from 
revenue ; and yet it was nothing of the kind. 
He, therefore, maintained that he was per
fectly justified,, on the part of the present 
Government, in cautioning the House against 
believing that it was so, because it was most im
portant that it should be distinctly understood, 
on that point, in order to arrive at a correct de
cision, when considering what duties should be 
imposed. As he hacl before said, the question 
now before the committee was not alone the 
tariff proposed by the Government, but the 
whole financial policy of the Government. 
He had also stated that the late Government 
hacl allowed the public to be uncler the Im
pression that there was a surplus of £240,000 
from revenue, instead of having announced 
that it was a surplus from loan only. He 
had not concealed that fact, but had stated 
that it was kept back by the late Govern
ment-that the public did not know of it
and that one-half of the members of that 
committee did not know whether it was a 
surplus from revenue or not. \Vhat was the 
object of leaving such an impression? If it 
was a boast that it was a surplus from loan, 
there was nothing to gain by it, but the pub
lic were led to suppose it was from revenue ; 
and so misled were they that he saw in one 
of the organs of the late Government, and 
had also heard it said by an honorable mem
ber sitting on the back benches opposite, that 
the late Government were entitled to credit 
for having saved to the colony, not a quarter 
of a million, but half a million. Yet, after 
all, it turned out that that £240,000 was not 
a saving from revenue, but merely from loan. 
If that was the only point upon which the 
honorable member opposite relied for a re
duction of taxation, it was not one, he thought, 
on which he would be very largely supported. 
But the honorable member had started 
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another point, and had proposed that instead 
of that £240,000 being refunded to the loan, 
£100.000 should be expended in making and 
repairing the roads and bridges of the colony. 
The honorahle member, in support of his 
proposition, stated that it was one the prin
ciple of which had been confirmed by that 
House ; but that he (the Colonial Secretary) 
denied. He was perfeetly aware that there 
had been one Parliament in which that 
proposition was carried, but he was proud to 
say that ever since the establishment of : 
Queensland, that had been the only Parlia- i 
ment that had done such a thing. He con
~idcred that, except in case of emergency, it 
was the bounden duty of the Government of 
the day to save up as much money as they 
could out of the revenue to meet its ordinary 
expenditme. The honorable member had 
pointed out that such provision as he pro
posed had been made for roads and bridges 
in other places; but he would like that honor
able gentleman to point out one colony in 
Australia where such a principle was adopted, 
or to show upon what principle of political 
economy such a system could be supported. 
He would say that if an emergency arose
if, for instance, the revenue was deficient
and roads and bridges must be supported in 
one way or other-then only would a Gov
ermnent be justified in making them out of 
loan money ; but as long as there was money 
in the colony out of the ordinary revenue, 
so long they had no right to go into debt 
for making works of that nature. If the 
honorable member wanted to macadamize the 
roads there '1\'0uld have been something in his 
argument; hut to say that the colony should 
use loan money to make roads to be washed 
a'vay by the next flood, was a very errone
ous }Woposition. He would ask in the name 
of the Corporation of Rockhampton, which 
m1s so often referred to in that House, 
"·hat 'vould be said there if loans were 
to be used for such a purpose ? He would 
ask the Cor}Joration of Brisbane to say what 
they thought of such a proposition? He 
contended that they had no right to use 
loans for any project which the honorahle 
member could not defend. To go back to the 
tariff proposed by his honorablo colleague, the 
'l'reasurer : no attempt had been made yet by 
any honorable members opposite to attack the 
financial policy of the Government, but they 
had only confined themselves to discussing 
little items comprised in the proposed tariff; 
and Schedule B appeared to be the point of 
attack. He must confess that he himself had 
never been very strongly in favor of that 
schedule, and had been strongly of opinion 
that the ad valorem duties should be gradually 

· abolished; hut whenever a Government pro
posed a new tariff' to the Legislature, they 
must be prepared to make concessions. He 
did not care one pin for Schedule B, but he 
might accept amenrtments, and carry out his 
schedule for the abolition of the ad valormn 

duties. What he proposed was, that in sub
stitution for ScheduleD, there should be the 
following:-

That upon all articles which are not included 
in either of the forPgoing resolutions, or upon 
which a specific duty i• not imposed by the Cus
toms Duty Act of 1870, thrre shall be collected 
and paid, in lieu of the duties now collected, the 
duties following, that is to say-

Until the 1st day of July, 1874, a duty of 
ten pounds upon every £100 of the 
value thereof. 

From and including the 1st day of July, 
1874, until and including 30th Septem
ber, 1874, a duty of £7 10s. upon every 
£100 of the value thereof. 

From and including the 1st day of October, 
1874, imtil the 31st day of Derember, 
1875, a duty of £5 upon every £100 of 
the value thereof, when the Ntid duties 
shall finally cease and determine. 

It appeared to him that if the honorable 
member opposite would take advantage of his 
suggestion, it would meet all the difficulties 
of the case. There was no doubt that the 
measurement duties were regarded as objec
tionable, yet at the same time he did not think 
they were objectionable to the extent men
tioned by some honorahle members ; and there 
were no changes in a tariff' which were not 
objectionable to some persons. It was well 
known, however, in regard to the ad valorem 
duties, however just they might be in them· 
selves, that there were people in New 
South Wales who were in the habit of salt
ing their invoices, and thus defrauding the 
revenue, and any system which encouraged 
false entries was a system which should be 
abolished. That he proposed should be done 
by gradually reducing the duties to £5 per 
cent., after which they would cease. He be
lieved that the revenue proposed to be de
rived by the Government in their new tariff 
would he met by the proposition he had made. 

Mr. DE SATGE thought that in all debates 
upon taxation. the interests of the public were 
not consulted. For instance, it had been 
stated. by the honorable member, the late 
Colonial Treasurer, that at the end of the 
year 1870 there was a surplus; at the end of 
1871 a still larger one ; and for the last two 
years still larger ; yet, he would like to ask, 
to what extent had the ~;eneral public bene
fited by such surplus ? They had had a 
surplus for three years, and it had been esti
mated by the honorable Treasurer that there 
would be one at the end of the present year 
of £150,000 ; and yet nothing had been pro
posed by which the people who had to make 
that surplus would be relieved. It appeared 
to him that the real condition of the country 
was, that each Government was to go on 
finicking and spending money without consi
dering the taxpayers of the country, and 
offering to relieve them. He had not been 
consulted when the late Government prepared 
their new duties, and, for all he knew, they 
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might have been the production of an horror
able member, who, it was well known, was 
inclined towards protection. He for one was 
not inclined in favor of a protection policy at 
all, but he thought that what they should 
consider was, how they should reduce taxation 
and induce immigrants to come to the colony 
of their own free will, without ramming ad 
valorem duties down their throats the moment 
they landed. They had been told that there 
was a surplus revenue-and it had been put 
down as such in the very Estimates before 
them-and of that, it was proposed to spend 
in immigration £75,000. Now, he was sure 
that if people in the country were consulted 
-he did not mean those residing in towns 
along the coast-they would l)Ot be inclined 
to spend that amount. Next, £25,000 was to 
be spent on a dry dock ; but he thought, like 
the Brisbane bridge, it would cost £100,000 
before it was finished--in fact, they wBre 
asked to fritter away £240,000 of what, not
withstanding what the honorable the Trea
surer said to the contrary, was a surplus, or, 
as other Ministries had caJlPd it, a saving. 
Now, those were things which struck home 
to people living a long distance away, and 
who had year after year to pay the same 
taxes, although they were told there was a 
surplus. That surplus appeared to be frit
tered away to the self-glorification of the 
people who resided in Brisbane, and to the 
general detriment of those living in constitu
E'ncies similar to that represented by him. 
He saw that there was a surplus which had 
been borrowed for years from the public 
through the imposition of the ad valorem 
duty, and he considered that that surplus 
should be refunded to thoRo from whom it 
had been borrowed, even if the consequence 
was the stoppage of the public works. He 
would ask whether it was right to continue 
such a taxation which C'veryone believed they 
should be relieved from when there was a 
surplus? It was plain to everybody, that rmy 
Government which stepped in ancl wisherl to 
poqsess the confidence or ihf1 propk, !Ilust 
hegin a!Hl retlncl' taxation. \Yhat, he woulrl 
ask, was the use of paying large sums of 
money for immigration, which had already cno;t 
the country £1.500,0U:), and to indnee which, 
every sort of dishonest means they could 
devise had been resorted to, besides the land, 
which belonged of right to posterity, being 
sold at a quarter of its value? What be
came of those born in the colony who 
were ripening into manhood ? vVhy, they 
had nothing compared to the advantages 
enjoyed by the new chum whom they 
were taxed to intro4uce. Such a policy was 
one foreign to his style of thinking, at all 
events; and he trusted that if the Statement 
of the honorable the Treasurer was to be dis
cnssed in that committee, that honorable 
members would go on broader grounds than 
the petty items they had been debating. 
Squatters were told that they would have the 
duty remitted on woolpacks, but they could! 

with the increased value of tneir wool, very 
well afford to pay it ; and sugar-growers were 
promised that their sugar bags should be ad
mitted free, at the same time a tax 'll""as 
imposed upon rice, which was the principal 

' food of those whom they employed. In fact, 
the tariff appeared to him a mass of anomalies, 
and he was sure that every honest man who 
rend it would say that it was dishonest, and 
built on petty ideas, that would not suit the 
colony at the present time. Let them deal 
with such a question in a higher spirit than 
they were doing, and put aside all personal 
interests; he was sure that if they wanted to 
take away half of his run-if it was wanted 
for the public good-he would gladly give it 
up, provided they gave him something in lieu 
of it; and after all it would be found that the 
conservative man was the true friend of the 
colony. They must legislate for the times, 
and that the proposed tariff did not do. It 
was a petty tariff. small and built up, and did 
not deal fairly with the whole subject. For 
that reason he would vote against it. 

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER thought there 
was nothing to be gained by continuing the 
present discussion ; and he might inform 
honorable members that the question must 
be settled one way or the other that night. 
He had consulted with many honorable mem
bers on his side of the House ; and as it 
seemed to be their wish, the Government had 
determined to withdraw Schedule B. 

Mr. BELL said that before the schedule 
was withdrawn, he should like to know what 
were the views of the honorable the Trea
surer; if Schedule B was withdrawn, from 
what source clicl the honorable gentleman 
intend to get his revenue? The honorable 
gentleman seemed to have made a strange 
jump, and the committee were quite in the 
'clark as to what he intended to do next. 

The CoLONIAL TrrEASUREn: I have tc>lcl 
von. 
" .1\Ir. BELL: Yes, in the same way as the 
honorable member at the head of the Govern
ment had clone ; but as no figures were men
tioned, it was rather unsatisf'actory: they 
had not been told what furtlwr alteration wa.~ 
to be made in the place of Sclwclule B. "'\V a~ 
it that the lwnorable the Treasurer was pre
pared to forego a large amount of the taxation 
he proposed when making his financial 
statement? 

The CoLoNIAL 'rREASURER said he could 
easily set the honorable member's mind at 
rest if he only asked for information. If the 
honorable gentleman looked at Schedule D, 
he would see that by the redueecl ad valorem, 
they would receive about £67,000; the mea
surement duties had been estimated to yield n per cent., or £60,000; so that the altera
tion proposed by them would yield about the 
same revenue. 

Mr. BELL : There was the whole principle 
of the tariff lost by the change, now that 
Schedule B was withdrawn as a portion of the 
fixed duties. By the substitution of Schedule 
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D it was a substitution in figures, but in prin
ciple it was thoroughly opposed to the original 
tariff, and it was that which he so much re
gretted. He had no desire to take up the time 
of the committee, but he was very glad that the 
measurement schedule had been disposed of. 
In principle the tariff of the honorable Trea
surer was very much the same as that which 
he would have proposed ; but although the 
honorable member had the general principle, 
he considered that his (Mr. Bell's) was a 
great improvement upon it, and he would go 
so far as to say that he would be quite willing 
to take the sense of the country upon the two 
if they were placed in comparison. He was 
not sure whether honorable members undel'· 
stood the proposition made by the honorable 
the Treasurer, but he was very anxious that 
his own resolution should be put to the 
country. He would now put it before the 
committee-

That all the words after the "·or<l "That" be 
omitted, with the view of substituting in lieu 
thereof, the words :-Upon the under-mentione<l 
goo<ls, imported into the colony, there shall con
tinue to be paid a duty of ten pounds for every 
one hundred pounds of the value thereof, viz. :-

.Apparel ancl slops, ancl all articles of clothing 
(either wholly or in part made up) ; 
boots and shoes (either wholly or in 
part made up) ; saddlery and harness ; 
furniture and parts of fmnitnrt• ; musical 
instruments ; vehicles of every dP"erip
tion and portions of whicles ; matehrs 
aml vestae. 

Now, there were some of those articles men
tioned in the honorable Treasurer's list of 
fixed duties, such as musical instruments for 
instance; but they were so badly placed in 
that list that he thought they would be better 
placed in the way proposed. They were 
articles better suited to ad valo1·em duty than 
any other, and therefore he proposed that they 
:lhould hold their place there instead of being 
wiped off, because there was no ·other way of 
putting harmoniums at so much, pianos at so 
much, and jews' harps at so much ; the ad 
valorem was the only way of getting at them; 
the same with carriages, which might include 
perambulators. He would, therefore, move 
the amendment he had read. 

The question was put that Schedule B be 
withdrawn, and agreed to. 

The motion proposed by the honorable 
member, Mr. Bell, was put. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER said that he 
thought the honorable member was a little 
out of order, inasmuch as his resolution 
should have been in the form of an amend
ment. However, as he was desirous to 
get on with the business of the country, if 
the honorable member considered it in the 
light of a resolution, he was ready to accept 
it as such. The Government wished to take 
Schedule C before they discussed the ad 
valorem duties, as they wished to know what 
was to be admitted free. He would ask 

whether the honorable member intended to 
go on with his resolution. 

Mr. BELL: Yes. 
The CoLONIAL 'l'REASURER would then 

move, as a further amendment, that the 
following words be added :-

Machinery for manufacturing, agricultural, 
mining, and pastoral purposes, steam engines aml 
boilers, :New Zealand flax, and quicksilver. 

Mr. BELL said that the proposition which 
had just emanated from the honorable 
Treasurer was not a convenient one, and it 
would be very much better for the honorable 
member, as he l1ad the power, to negative the 
resolution. The honorable member was now 
proposinl' what he hall so strongly objected to 
at an earlier period of the day, when he (Mr. 
Bell) wished to make an adllition to a clause 
proposed by the honorable member; yet, now, 
that honorable member proposed to move an 
amendment which involved the tacking on of 
a resolution not yet before the committee. 

The CoLo~IAL 'l'REAHURER pointed out 
that he was acting in ac~·ordance with the 
rules of the committee ; the Government 
having withdrawn one schedule, it was com
petent for them to proceed with the next, and 
then the honorable member could propose his 
amendment. 

:Mr. BELL thought the honorable Treasurer 
wished to get him into a fix, knowing that if 
his resolution was not discussed then, they 
would get into groat diiliculty when they got 
to the ad val01·~m Schedule. What he ipro
}JOsed followed, naturally, the fixed list, and 
it was no attempt, on his part, to get the 
honorable member out of his course. Surely 
the Government had no objection to try the 
question of the amendment he proposed ; for 
if they were not strong enough to negative it, 
they would not be strong enough to carry 
their own propositions. 

Mr. PETTIGREW must say that he did not 
agree with the amendment which had been 
proposed by the honorable member for Dalby, 
as it did not go far enough. 'l'here was one 
thing very certain, namely, that the country 
expected a reduction of the ad valo7·em 
duties. Thev had S}Jent the whole after
noon, and 11ad done nothing ; it would, 
however, have been different if they 
had gone calmly to work at once. He must 
congratulate the honorable Treasurer upon 
the very excellent financial statement he had 
made; but he was sorry to say that the results, 
when he came to look at them, were about as 
miserable as any he had ever read or heard. 
Now, in dealing with the tariff, Schedule B 
had been withdrawn, but Schedule A was con
siderably worse; and when it was before the 
committee for reconsideration, most of the 
items, he believed, would have to be consider
ably altered. There would, he saw, be an ad· 
vance of fromlO to 60per cent. between the pre· 
sent fixed duties and the new duties, and that 
upon articles of general consumption. Then, 
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as regarded boats, he was at a loss to under
stand why they should be fixed at the rate of 
2s. 6d. per foot overall. In candles there was 
a difference of 100 per cent., being 2d. per 
pound instead of ld. Now they were not so 
much used by people living in the towns, 
and in the farming districts, as they were 
by miners; and, therefore, he thought that 
increasing the duty to the extent proposed 
was scarcely fair to that large class. Then 
there was 30 per cent. difference in confection
ery ; on dried fruits 100 per cent., and they 
were necessary in the bush, and could not be 
regarded as a luxury; 100 per cent. on fish, 
and there might be many people in the colony 
who, as a mattp,r of conscience, had to eat fish 
very frequently; yet they would have to pay 
an advance of lOO per cent. Then, on jams 
and jellies, there was 100 per cent., whilst it 
was proposed to reduce the duty on butter to 
2d. a pound; so that little children would feel 
miserable when, on asking for jam, they were 
told they could have none, as the Treasurer 
had increased the duty by lOO per cent. But 
the article of maizemeal amusecl him most, 
as, instead of paying 40s. a ton, they were to 
pay 1d. a pound, or £9 3s. 8d. a ton. Now, 
although there was plenty of maize now 
grown in Queensland to supply the wants of 
the colony, it was possible that there might 
be a scarcity, and that they would have to 
import it. He would ask, who would receive 
the benefit of the increased duty ?-not the 
growers, they would get no more than they 
did at present; but the dif!'erence would go 
into the pockets of the miller. Then there 
was mustard, and many other articles, to the 
proposed increase on which he most strongly 
objected. Oatmeal, which had to be imported 
from a neighboring colony, or from Great 
Britain, was left untouched, which he pre
sumed was done out of consideration for the 
honorable member at the head of the Govern
ment and his countrymen at Ipswich. He 
next came to pianos. Well, for a moderate 
piano, for which a poor man would give £15 
or £20, he would have to pay £3 duty, or the 
same sum that a wealthy person living in a 
town would pay for a hundred guinea instru
ment. It appeared to him, on looking over 
the tariffs of former and the present Govern
ments, that both sides of the House were 
against the poor man, who had to pay the 
piper for all. On preserved meats and fish, 
there was an increase of 300 per cent. ; that 
he did not object to so much, but whilst he 
saw that sugar bags were admittE'd free, the 
duty on rice, which was largely consumed by 
the people working on sugar plantations, was 
doubled. The more he saw of Schedule A, 
the more he was convinced that it was one 
which they should have discussed before pro
ceeding with the other schedules, inasmuch 
as the honorable Treasurer would find himself 
eventually placed in a false position, as he 
(Mr. Pettigrew) and other honorable members 
near him could not agree to many items in it 
when it was before them again; and if the 

I 

Government were going to gradually abolish 
the ad valorem duties, it would be a question 
from where they were to get their revenue .. 
There had been a great deal said a bout false 
invoices, but he thought the ad valorem duties 
were fair in principle, and that the salting of 
the invoices was not the fault of those duties, 
but was due to the false position in which 
merchants were placed. If a person wished 
to get goods from Sydney, they had to pay 
ad valorem· on the profits of the merchants 
there, whilst the man who imported direct 
from England was enabled to escape that 
additional tax, which in some instances 
amounted to 30 or 40 per cent. He con
sidered, therefore, that it would be nothing but 
right that goods which came to this port from 
Sydney or Melbourne, and on which ad 
valorem was charged, should be valued at 
the English invoice price, and not have the 
Sydney profit added on to them ; the present 
system was weighting the small people out
side Brisbane very heavily ; and he trusted 
that before they settled that ad valorem duty 
tbat night, it would be understood that, in 
future, it was to be levied upon the English 
and not the colonial invoice. If that was 
done he believed there would be an end to 
salting invoices. As he had before remarked, 
he thought the ad valormn a very fair tax, 
and that the colony could afford to pay five 
per cent., unless they went in for protection, 
which was,a matter not before the committee 
at present. He thought, moreover, that when 
dealing with the ad valorem, they should not 
say that after a certain time it was to cease 
for ever, as was proposed by ScheduleD, but 
that there should be some fixed reduction, 
until such time as the House could abolish 
them altogether. He said that, because he 
noticed that during the time the present 
changes were under consideration, less was 
done towards elearing goods than during any 
previous period of the colony. He could only 
repeat that after reading the brilliant state
ment of the honorable Treasurer, he very 
much regretted that that honorable gentle
man had not come forward with a better 
tariff than that now before the committee. 
He should be sorry to vote against the Go
vernment, which he was exceedingly anxious 
to see have a fair trial, as he thought they 
were, upon the whole, a very good Govern
ment; at the same time he had a duty to per
form to his constituents, and if he were to 
support the tariff in its present form he did 
not think he would dare to face them again. 
In the Treasurer's Financial Statement, this 
observation was made:-

" I now came to railways ; and I may say that 
this is the only item on which I differ very much 
from the late Treasurer. I certainly feel more 
doubtful concerning this item than I do regarding 
any other portion of my Estimates, and for this 
reason-that the receipts from this source luLve 
not shown any appreciable increase during the 
first quarter ; and I think we shall do very well 
if we can get my estimate of £120,000," 
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Taking into consideration the anticipated 
increase of every other item, he (Mr. Petti
grew) thought t.he Government were justified 
in putting down that amount. But £120,000 
was a very small amount to be returned from 
railways, and it struck him that if the railways 
were managed by proper parties-by private 
capitalists, instead of by the Government
they would have been extended to Queen 
street, Brisbane, long ago. Nothing in this 
colony was so badly managed as tlie railways 
were. Nothing was done under the existing 
system of management to develop the traffic. 
Every obstacle was put in the way of increasing 
the traffic. He spoke, of course, of the South
ern and Western Railway; and he spoke out; 
and he defied any man to contradict him. 
The traffic manager did everything he could 
do to prevent traffic on the lines under his 
control. He (Mr. Pettigrew) hoped sincerely 
that some improvement would be made; as 
he was convinced that the traffic could be 
increased fifty per cent. in a very short time, 
if the matter was taken in hand seriously by 
the Minister for Works, who should devote 
his attention to it. There was now the 
greatest trouble in getting goods forwarded 
with despatch; and a man required to be 
very vigilant, and to be a first-class corres
pondent, or no attention was paid to him. 
There was such great difficulty and delay in 
getting produce forwarded, that, at the 
present time, drays brought the maize for 
the farmers of the Rosewood Scrub, where 
there was no good road, to Ipswich, and thus 
competed with the railway. Get a man of 
commercial understanding introduced to work 
the railways, if they were to be worked 
properly ; and that the Government must do. 

Mr. FrTZGERALD said he had no wish to 
occupy the time of the committee, but on 
this occasion it was not in his power to 
remain silent. In the name of his con
stituents and many others who thought 
with him he desired to offer a few 
remarks, hoping that the honorable the 
Colonial Treasurer would be induced to make 
some alterations in the conclusions that the 
committee had heard him express. The five 
per cent. ad valorem duty, in place of lasting 
throul?h 1875, should cease in 187 4, or in a 
very few mont]ls after the end of this year
perhaps at the end of the first quarter of 
next year. Referring to the Financial 
Statement, he must say that he was one of 
those who was very much pleased at the clear 
way in which the Treasur(lr had brought the 
different matters embraced by it before the 
committee ; and he might also say, that if 
the statement applied to South Australia, 
Victoria, or even New South Wales, it would 
have been perfectly satisfactory to him ;-but, 
when it applied to an immense territory such 
as Queensland, out of which three distinct 
colonies could very easily be made, and 
which was not in any way so intimately 
bound together as to prevent the formation 
of three distinct colonies, he was disappointed 

to a very great extent that no notice what
ever was taken of some very serious remon
strances which he and two other northern 
members had addressed to the Government
and which had the concurrence of another 
northern member, the honorable and learned 
AttornPy-General-and which remonstrances 
were, by the Treasurer's silence, treated with 
the greatest contempt ;-because, the subjects 
of those remonstrances were of very serious 
moment, involving the financial policy of the 
Government, and the financial business of 
the colony. In reference to them no effort 
had been made to enable those honorable 
members to give any satisfaction to their 
constituents, who expected them as represent
atives to lay their case before the House and 
to plead it with all their power. He had to 
protest in the name of his constituents 
against the very unfair way in which the 
plan of taxation had been determined upon. 
He should make his observations as short as 
possible ; but he wished particularly to state 
that it was not with the view of embarrassing 
the Government, that he now rose. He 
would rather see the Government go on, and 
get through the business of the country, than 
do anything to embarrass them ; and he 
must state, generally, that he was very well 
disposed to give them any help that he could; 
but, when a very fair and well considered 
remonstrance had been presented to them, 
and no effort had been made by them to meet 
the demands of those who had presented it, he 
did not know what position he and those who 
acted with him were to take eventually in the 
House-unless some fair recognition of their 
rights and demands should be shown, and that 
shortly ;-in fact, they would be driven into 
that position, that nothing would be left 
to them but opposition in everything. Now, 
in the name of the people he represented, he 
had to bring before the consideration of the 
committee the way in which the taxation was 
proposed to be applied. He thought it was 
a well recognised rule in the United Kingdom 
that there were no taxes levied upon the 
general public, in the expenditure of whieh 
the general public did not benefit. Now, he 
took the Estimates for 1874 and he found 
that the amount to be raised from the general 
public of this colony included customs, gold 
receipts, duty stamps, postage and telegraph 
receipts, harbor dues, and licenses-items of 
taxation to which everybody contributed more 
or less-aggregating the large sum of £7 44,500. 
Setting against that the ordinary expenditure, 
excluding public works and immigration, and 
the cost of managing the lands, it amounted 
to £138,000 less. Now, he wished to draw 
the attention of the Colonial Treasurer to this. 
He should like to know from him under what 
system or scheme of taxation were the people 
called upon to pay the ad valoren~ duties con
tinuously P It was well known to most horror
able members, that in 1866 the Legislature 
was obliged to resort to that very objection· 
able mode of raising revenue, and that it was 
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in consequence of the difficulties the Govern
ment had got into by its extravagance in pub
lic works-the Government had got into a 
dangerous position, the credit of the country 
was imperilled-from which it could only be 
extricated by imposing taxation which fell 
very hardly upon the masses of the people. 
In fact, when it was considered that the 
miner, or the inhabitant of Burketown or 
any other 0f the farthest districts of the 
colony, was called upon, under this system, to 
contribut~ very largely to the maintenance of 
public works, it would be seen very clearly 
that great injustice was done. Instancing the 
example of Great Britain, honorable members 
would see that in no case was the general 
public taxed for local purposes, or for giving 
value to property in any particular part of the 
kingdom. In this colony, a person who had 
no interest in the land was obliged to pay as 
much of customs revenue as a person who 
used the public works every day, such as 
railways - which very frequently passed 
through the property of the latter. This was a 
very vicious system, and we ought to get back 
to that under which the people would be called 
upon to contribute to taxation to raise revenue 
from a participation in which they would get 
some benefit. The colony was now contri
buting, through the customs, the sum of 
£138,000, to general revenue, more than it 
ought to contribute. If this happened in the 
old country, of course the Minister having 
charge of the finances would immediately 
propose that some reduction should be made 
to equalise the revenue and the expenditure. 
In this colony, the expenditure which ought 
to be borne altogether by the land revenue
such as the management of the lands, public 
works, and immigration-exceeded the amount 
of the land revenue by about £85,000; so 
that there was a deficiency up to the present 
time which must be met by taking part of 
the customs collections. He thought that a 
little consideration would show the Treasurer 
that this was really a point of very consider
able importance, and that the honorable 
gentleman should look forward, if he meant 
to give satisfaction to the public generally, to 
the time when all expenses for public works, 
and loans for public works, immigration, and 
the management of the lands should be borne 
out of the land revenue alone, and not be 
made a charge upon permanent revenue. In 
view of this, he hoped the Treasurer would 
see fit to make some alteration in his pro
posals before the committee, and that the 
objectionable ad valorem duties would cease 
in a very short time. He should effect some 
such alteration, in place of making the heavy 
expenses, to which allusion was made, charge
able upon the revenue contributed by all 
parts of the colony; or in place of absorbing 
by them tile balances that had accrued, and 
that ought to be used for the reduction of 
taxation. He (Mr. Fitzgerald) hoped the 
Treasurer would fix a time earlier than that 
proposed for the abolition of the ad valorem 

duties. He should reserve, for another 
opportunity, the statement which he should 
be obliged to make-an appeal to the mem
bers of the House-before he and other 
northern members were actually driven into 
opposition on the subject of Ways and Means; 
but he sincerely hoped that,. they would not 
be obliged to oppose the Government, and 
that before long, they would be in a position 
to understand what plan the Government 
proposed to adopt in order to give that 
satisfaction to the outlying districts, more 
especially the northern districts, without 
which their representatives would most cer
tainly be driven into Opposition. 

Mr. HoDGKINSON said that, intimately as 
he was associated with the honorable mem
ber for Bowen, and strong as his sympa
thies were with him, he must protest against 
the premature course which the honorable 
member had adopted, in alluding to the 
memorial of the northern members. That 
memorial still awaited the reply of the Gov
ernment; and he objected strongly to its 
being taken up on a question like the present. 
That memorial was based on broad prin
ciples, and it involved details of considerably 
greater importance than any amount of duty 
spoken of in connection with the question 
before the committee ;-it involved several 
matters of importance besides the collection 
of revenue-it involved the administration 
of justice, the management of gold fields, 
the representation, practically, of several 
thousands of men who were now disfran
chised, and considerations of far higher social 
and political importance than were likely to 
be, or could be, interfered with by the amount 
of duty on candles. The other members for 
the northern part of the· colony, as well as 
himself, awaited the reply of the Govern
ment, knowing that there must be a great 
pressure of business on Ministers at this 
moment. He believed that the Government 
had promised to reply to the remonstrance 
at an early date. When they had replied, 
he should be very happy to join his honor
able friend, the member for Bowen, in 
treating the reply as a subject for legisla
tion; but he regretted that the subject had 
been brought forward on the present occa
sion in connection with the particular part of 
the tariff now under consideration. 

Mr. STEW ART said he wished to offer a few 
words in reference to a matter which hacl 
been mentioned by the honorable member 
for Dalby, who had singled out for great 
praise the two businyss men who were mem
bers of the Commission on Public Accounts. 
He, as one of those members, begged to state 
that, without the official members, they 
should have been of very little service to the 
Government or the country. 

Mr. BELL: Hear, hear. 
Mr. STEW ART: He thought that the thanks 

of the House were due to the official mem
bers of that Commission, who had given such 
valuable assistance in the matter. 
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Mr. BELL and the CoLONIAL TREASURER: 
Hear, hear. 

Mr. STEW ART: He was very much pleased 
with the statement of the Colonial Treasurer 
on the whole, but, like most others, he had 
his peculiar views on some mattrrs. How
eT"er, now that Schedule B was withdrawn, 
he was quite satisfied, and he considered the 
proposed tariff was a very fair one. As far 
as the ad valorem duties were concerned, he 
should much rather have seen a very much 
more enlightened principle adopted than they 
disclosed in the levying of taxation. It was, he 
considered, the duty of every Government to 
single out the industries which would be 
benefited by the taxation ; and the ad 
valwem duty should be left still on those 
articles which were likely to be manufactured 
in this colony, and taken off those articles 
which were not likely to be manufactured 
here for some time to come. He saw in 
another schedule-and Schedule A had been 
referred to by the honorable member for 
Stanley-confectionery, dried fruits, jams, and 
jellies; and he did not know why a shilling 
of the duty on those articles should be abated. 
They could all be manufactured here, and 
every £100 worth that was so manufactured 
would be a benefit to the farmer or to some 
other part of the social community. Leather, 
also, and preserved meats, and every other 
article that had been mentioned by the honor
able member for Stanley could be manufac
tured in the colony. He was quite well 
aware that the Colonial Treasurer was no 
protectionist-in fiwt, he could see that t.hose 
who were protectionists were in rather bad 
odour. The term "protection" should be given 
up, and he would say that he and those who 
thought with him went in for " fostering" na
tive industries, which would be a better term. 
The revenue should be collected in such a 
way as to foster native industrit>s. Why 
should the Parliament of Queensland play 
into the hands of outsiders ? They had a 
right to benefit the colony most; and, by 
leaving the taxes on those articles that could 
be produced here, the producers would be 
benefited to a greater extent than by taking 
the duties off. A difficulty had been spoken 
of in regard to levying the ad valoTem duties. 
He thought a simple method should be 
devised by which the dishonest importer could 
be compelled to pay the full duties with very 
little troubh. The honorable member for 
Stanley had spoken of the English invoices 
Nrsus the merchants' profits, and had said 
that it was monstrous to put a duty ou the 
Sydney merchants' profits. The moment the 
barrier was broken down, and the price of an 
article altered, the door was at once O}Jcned 
to fraud. A year or two ago, the Treasurer 
himself produced in the Assembly invoices 
from which three out of every four lines had 
been left out, and of those that were left in 
the price put down was very much less than 
the first cost. Fraud would not be prevented 
if goods were admitted from Sydney at what 

were called the English invoices. The honor
able member for Stanley had urged that 
much was done for the benefit of the Brisbane 
merchants. He (Mr. Stewart.) was a Brisbane 
merchant, and he assured the honorable 
membe:r that they paid a very large amount 
to the revenue-more than the l{ockhampton 
merchants-and that they employed a con
siderable amount of labor. If goods were 
admilted at what some persons chose 
to call the English invoices from Sydney, 
and other places, as was done at present, 
fraud could not be prevented. The Colonial 
Treasurer was aware that three parts of the 
houses in Sydney and Melbourne published 
invoices for customs' purposes and invoices 
for payment. "When things were carried on 
in that way, a very large portion of the 
northern trade of this colony got out of the 
hands of the Brisbane merchants; whereas, 
if the imports received from the other colo
nies paid duties on the English prices, irre
spective of the so-called English invoices, the 
Brisbane merchants would be able to com
pete successfully for that trade with the 
merchants of Sydney and Melbourne. There 

1 was one remark made by the honorable mem
ber for Bowen which he wished to reply to
as to the miner being taxed for the roads and 
bridges in the southern districts of the 
colony. The miner, he thought, received a 
great deal in the shape of police protection, 
and for opening up roads-for instance, to 
the Palmer-to enable him to prosecute his 
industry wherever there was a rush, and 
otherwise to accommodate him ; and no 
notice was taken of that expenditure. Very 
often the miners were only birds of passage ; 
they came here, and went away again soon ; 
and, in some instances, they had to be pro
vided for and sent off, as in the Canoona 
rush. The miners were bound to contribute 
something to the revenue, if not by ad 
valorem duties, in some other way. If the 
original proposals before the committee were 
carried, they would have no duty to pay on 
quicksilver, and mining machinery, and hats ; 
only on clothes, and boots and shoes, would 
they have to pay duty ; and, if Good Tem
plars, as, perhaps, they ought to be, their 
contributions to the revenue would be very 
little, while, in fact, they were allowed to 
take out of the colony a very large amount of 
gold. He was against all export taxes ; but 
he was not against the export duty on gold, 
which, he thought, was not a tax at all, but 
a royalty. The Government, or the Crown, 
was entitled to something from the gold 
which was taken out of the ground; and the 
royalty which belonged to the Queen was col
lected in the shape of {he export duty on gold. 
l3ut what did he find? That, for ten shillings 
a year, the gold diggers might go everywhere 
over the colony and dig for gold ; yet they were 
never satisfied; and their representatives in 
the Rouse were always grumbling that the 
miners were not properly treated. They were 
the best treated class in the colony. 
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Mr. FITZGERALD said he must take excep
tion now to what the honorable member had 
said. On a future occasion he should show 
incontestably that such was not the case ; but 
that for every pound the diggers got they 
gave at least two pounds. In the North, the 
customs revenue paid by them was something 
that honorable members wonld be surprised 1 

at. He had only to record his proter;t against 
such a statement as that of the horror
able member for Brisbane being taken as cor
rect. It was well known that all the new 
settlements paid a great deal more than they 
received, which was one of the great causes 
of dissatisfaction amongst the inhabitants of 
the outside districts ; they paid, in some cases, 
three times more than the other people of the 
colony. If it was not for that they would not 
be so dissatisfied, as they would not have so 
much to grumble at. By the amended Schedule 
D, a great change was proposed by the Trea
surer, and a great many articles which should 
be free would not come under the ad valorem 
duty until the end of 1875; so that, in reality, 
the people would not be benefited at all by 
it. He appealed to the honorable gentleman 
that it was only fair that a very large reduc
tion should be made in the ad valorem duties; 
and that, instead of £30,000, he could very 
easily make it £60,000 this year; because the 
1'reasurer had only to absorb some of the 
balances that had been left over for several 
previous years to make good any deficiency. 
Although he objected strongly to apply large 
balances to immigration, he would join in ap
plying some money, from a fresh loan, to that 
purpose. He denied altogether that the people 
of the colony should be asked to contribute 
through the customs revenue for bringing 
people out to compete with them in the labor 
market; or that they should have to pro
vide a fund for immigration. Let a loan be 
raised to SUJ?ply 'Jabor, to bring immigrants 
here, to cultivate the lands of the colony ; but 
do not ask the people to provide the funds to 
bring other la borers here to compete with them 
and to lower their wages. Although the 
Treasurer gave way so gracefully in the matter 
of the schedule, the amendment in reality 
brought under the ad 1>alo1•em duty many 
articles that would have been free under the 
measurement duty. 

Mr. DwKsoN observed that from the rate of 
progress that the committee were making, 
he did'not see much probability of their get
ting through any of the schedules this even
ing; and he could hardly tell where they had 
got to at all. They had been discussing all 
sorts of things relating to the fiscal policy of 
the Government; and, after getting Schedule B 
withdrawn, instead of proceeding to the other 
schedules, they were going in for a general 
debate. He should reserve his remarks on 
the subject until the committee got to the 
new schedule of ad valorem duties in proper 
order. The committee had been enlightened, 
by the honorable member for Stanley, upon 
Schedule A; yet it must be remembered that 

on a former evening, when that schedule was 
dealt with pro formd, it was understood that 
honorable members were not to go into it 
again until the Tariff' Bill had been intro
duced. They were complicating matl.ers by 
discussing the resolutions of the honorable 
member for Dalby, Some of them had his 
(~Ir. Dickson's) sympathy; and if the horror
able member would give way until the dis
cussion of Schedule A should be resumed, he 
would join with him in moving some amend
ments in it, such as were included in the 
resolutions. 

'rhe SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WoRKS: Just 
before dinner, the honorable member for 
Olermont, and some other members of the 
Opposition, seemed }Jarticularly anxious that 
honorable members should not be debarred 
from the privilege of discussing the Financial 
Statement. Well, he had waited patiently to 
see who, amongst honorable members on the 
other side of the House, would get up and 
discuss the Financial Statement ; but none of 
its principles had been discussed-not a 
single thing had been brought forward by 
them that had not been worn threadbare 
already. They had had the opportunity of 
bringing forward many matters which were 
new, but they had missed it. It was upon 
what they had omitted to mention, and upon 
what they had contrived to shirk, that he 
should like to say a few words. It was im
portant that the committee should talk over 
the whole Budget before a single item was 
passed. He thought the members of the 
late Ministry had been particularly reticent 
upon all principles involved in the Financial 
Statement, both in regard to the tariff and 
the :Estimates before the House. The only 
one who had spoken was the honorable mem
ber for Dalby, ancl he confined his criticisms 
of the principles upon which the-Budget was 
based to one point: that, for works, £150,000 
more was put in the Estimates of the Govern
ml.'nt than appeared in the Estimates of the 
late Government ; while, at the same 
time, admitting that for the two previous 
years his Government had borrowed, or 
rather put in their loan estimate, an equal 
amount. The only principle, therefore, on 
which the honorable member differed, and on 
which his side of the House was supposed 
to differ-berause all the other late Ministers 
had said nothing-from the Government, was 
as to the peculiar method of dealing with 
that matter of £150,000 proposed for expen
diture. Before adopting the course proposed, 
the Government took the whole subject very 
seriously into consideration, and they looked 
over the roads expenditure from loan votes for 
past years, and they concluded that roads 
were not a fit object on which to expend bor
rowed money. 'rhey were of opinion that 
certain sums which had been included in the 
loan estimate should never have appeared 
there. To illustrate what he meant, he ought 
to sP.y, that as borrowers, the Government 
wanted money to do the greatest amount of 
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good with it for the colony; and to put them
selves in the best possible position before the 
pe_ople from whom they had to borrow, they 
satd-" Let us go in and spend nothing from 
loan to which the people from whom we bor
row can come to us and object, but only on 
that which shall enable us to say-there is 
real tangible security for your money ; rail
ways, harbor improvements, and such perma
nent and reproductive works." The Govern
ment would not allow money to be frittered 
away in small sums all over the country, 
where nobody knew what had become of it, 
but that it was gone ; gone in £10 and £20 
items, on small, fiddling things. Of the 
£190,000 which was spent by the late Gov
ernment, the late Treasurer could not tell 
where most of it was gone ; and if he 
(the Secretary for Works) should tell the 
honorable member, it would surprise him 
indeed. There was a difference in the way that 
the late Government spent money and the way 
proposed by their successors. The late 
Government came down to the House and 
asked, first, for sums for the roads of the 
colony, say, £100,000, which legitimately 
appeared on their Estimates of Expenditure. 
Then they came down, a second time, and 
asked for £90,000, on a loan estimate, for 
similar works. There was not the slightest 
distinction in the expenditure of the two 
votes ; they were both spent on the same 
class o£ works. That had been the practice 
of the late Government, but it was not the 
practice of the Government that he belonged 
to. He should illustrate the practice of the 
late Government in a ludicrous kind of way : 
-The honorable member for Clermont had 
asked the Minister for Lands-though he 
should have put his question to the Minister 
for Works-why a certain lock-up at Clermont 
was not gone on with P It was not gone on 
with, simply because the sum voted by the 
House was £450 only : the late Government 
passed an Executive minute that £1,200 out 
of loan estimate should be appropriated to 
finish the work. But no contract had been 
entered into, as yet. The present Government 
could give very good and tangible reasons 
why they should only spend on such works 
the money that could be raised within the 
year. None of those works on which so large 
an amount of loan had been spent would live 
more than a couple of years ; they were only 
temporary works. If Government got into 
the habit of spending money under loan 
estimates year after year, it would be found 
that the worst principle had been introduced 
into the administration of the affairs of the 
colony. The late Ministry had had absolute 
control over a large sum of money which they 
had spent in that way, such as no Govern
ment should have. The other side of the 
House would be very sorry if that system 
was perpetuated. If it had not been nipped 
in the bud by the Ministry now in power, 
the abuses to which such a system would 
lead were incalculable. The honorable mem-

ber for Dalby had to go a long way to find 
arguments for spending money in the way that 
his Government had favored; and he got to this 
argument, on which the present Government 
would spend borrowed money-that it was 
right to spend it on good public works-when 
he was quoting history in a way that hurt the 
feelings of some honorable members on the 
Ministerial side of the House! for the horror
able member instanced exactly the kind of 
works that he (the Secretary for Works) felt 
justified such a course. If the Government 
wished to make such roads in the colony as 
those instanced, borrow the money. Hut, 
was it a question agitated in the English 
Parliament, whether the expenditure on the 
military roads in the Highlands should come 
out of loan or from revenue ? Had the 
honorable member any knowledge as to what 
fund the expenditure had come from ? He 
had illogically and wrongly quoted history. 
Did he think that the English had gone and 
made roads in Scotland out of their own 
money P He (the Secretary for Works) did 
not think they were such fools as that would 
make them. The honorable member should 
have gone further in criticising the Esti
mates. The only point raised, the only 
principle debated, was, whether the works 
1:eferred to should be made out of revenue 
or out of borrowed money. However, he 
(the Secretary for Works) came to another 
point ; and the honorable member ought 
not to have avoided it. The late Ministry 
came clown to the House and asked for 
£192,000 for the purpose of making the 
Ipswich and Brisbane Railway. The Trea
surer told the House in his Financial State
ment that a Loan Bill would have to be 
introduced to provide £203,000 in addition to 
the £192,000. The business of the late 
Treasurer was not only to criticise the con
duct of his successor ; he OJlght to explain 
himself; he ought not to leave the present 
Ministry to explain his conduct. His succes· 
sor had had no influence at all upon the expen
diture of the £192,000-not one fraction of it. 
The late Government had had the whole control 
over that vote ; and the House should insist 
upon the fullest explanation from the late 
Ministry. The matter was one into which the 
honorable member opposite should have gone 
when he rose to speak upon the Financial 
Statement. He should explain why the Gov
ernment had now to come down to the House 
to ask for £203,000. Why should the mem
bers of the late Ministry sit on the Opposition 
benches, and offer no explanation of their con
duct P He (the Secretary for Works) had often 
heard the expression used, that honorablemem
bers "sat like dumb dogs" when they ought to 
speak. Let them speak now. He had not 
heard the honorable member for Clermont : 
that honorable member took up small points, 
as if afraid that the right of speaking would 
be taken away from him. He wanted to 
know if that honorable member, or any of the 
late Government, hacl anything to say about 
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the railway matter P If they were for criti· ! 
cising the Financial Statement, they should 
say something about that. 

those not advantages for which future genera
tions should pay something? The Premier 
was getting sleepy. The honorable gentleman 
had come before the House with principles 
which he never before adopted ; and in the 
position he now occupied, he was in worse 

Mr. BELL said, it was a very peculiar 
time that the Minist.er for Works had chosen 
to raise a railway discussion-when he found 
the Government in a difficulty, on the horns 
of a dilemma. No doubt, the honorable 
gentleman had been put up to it by the 
Premier, to turn the committee aside from 
the very disagreeable tariff discussion. Why 
the Minister for Works asked for an explana
tion of the railway expenditure, after he 
(JVIr. Bell) had given one a few evenings ago, 
in a very few words, he could not understand. 
The explanation might have been rather curt, 
and perhaps did not convey all he had meant 
to say. He (JVIr. Bell) denied that the late 
Government came down to the House, and 
asked for the sum of £192,000 to complete 
the railway. The words he had used was, 
that it was "on account," to which the 
honorable gentleman objected. In fact, he 
adhered to the words : it was, on account. 
He did not know whether the words were 
used by the railway engineer in speaking of 
the matter to the Government; but it was a 

· fact, that the sum named was only a portion 
of the cost of the railway-it was only a 
portion of the money which the railway 
engineer informed the Government that 
that work would cost ;-consequently, the 
previous Government did not come down to 
the House and ask for £192,000 in full of all 
demands for the construction of that railway. 
The Minister for Works had taken the 
trouble to point out that the principle he 
(JVIr. Bell) had put forward in committee for 
the expenditure on roads and bridges to be 
charged to loan, as distinct from revenue, 
was wrong, because those works were of a 
fleeting character, and would not be an asset 
of the country. Admitting that a great deal 
of work had been done which would not 
stand the test of time ; he (JVIr. Bell) knew 
also that a great deal of it had been defrayed 
out of revenue. He supposed that the 
honorable gentleman had confused the two 
branches of expenditure. He held that the 
late Government were justified in what they 
had done by the permanent improvements 
which had been made on the roads and 
bridges which were now open to admit of the 
occupation of the distant country districts. 
Future generations would enjoy the advantage 
of those roads, and of the improved value of 
the lands in what might be called unoccupied 
districts ; and, under such circumstances, 
were the present inhabitants of the colony to 
bear all the expense of such advantageous 
works P Posterity would have the benefit of 
those works as well as we. A road opened 
up and formed was a work of a permanent 
character. Suppose it was afterwards wiped 
out by the adoption of some other road, a new 
one formed, it was not, therefore, a loss. Did it 
not advance civilization, and improve the 
value of the lands of the country P Were 

, company, and held worse principles, than 
1 ever before in his career. Ministers should 

be reticent, to-night. He (Mr. Bell) had a 
right to speak, when he brought forward his 
resolutions ; he was told to take them away, 
as the discussion of the Financial Statement 
was objected to, and as the House had to deal 
with the tariff. No sooner did he defer, and 
th9 committee had got on the tariff, than he was 
told that it suited the Government now to 
discuss the Financial Statement. The honor
able member at the head of the Government 
had the ear of the committee. There waH 
a speciality about the course he had taken, 
and there was some speciousness about it ; 
but what had the late Government to do 
with any explanation ? They had been thrust 
out of office. They were not in the House 
now, to answer questions ; but to ask them. 
The Secretary for Works would find that the 
position he had taken was a very different 
thing from his position in Opposition. The 
late Government were in a more dignified 
position. It was for them to ask questions ; 
and he (JVIr. Bell) hoped that they would get 
better information than they had got so far. 

The SECR!!.TARY FOR PuBLIC WORKS : If 
the honorable member for Dalby would look at 
his own Estimates of last year, he would find 
the following :-

Brisbane to Ipswich, twenty-four miles, at 
£8,000 per mile, £192,000. 

If any one could understand English, if there 
was any meaning in words, that was plain 
enough. Nothing that had been said in the 
House could explain away that ; and he 
defied the honorable member to prove that 
the vote was "on account." It was verv 
well known, at the time it was passed, that 
the late Government staked their faith, 
that the railway would be completed for 
£192,000. The amount was exact. As 
common-sense men, they would have put 
down about £200,000, if they had not been 
satisfied. But they had been particular, and 
now it was a legacy to their successors to 
meet the deficiency on the work. He might 
state that in the expenditure of the vote he 
had not the slightest control. -when he 
entered office, there was not two-pence worth 
of work, except one bridge, that was not let 
under contract. Yet, honorable members 
opposite had nothing to explain. '!.'hey had 
placed the Government in a difficulty, but it 
was not one of the Government's own. He 
should get out of his own difficulty. 

:M:r. MoREHEAD said he was glad that he 
was neither a past Minister nor a present 
Minister, and that he had no occasion to 
criminate or to recriminate. The diversion 
of the Minister for Works was well planned. 
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The committee had not, now, to deal with the 
question of the Ipswich and Brisbane Rail
way ; but they had to discuss the financial 
frosition of the colony as disclosed by the 
Treasurer, and particularly the tariff, from 
which the Government proposed to raise 
revenue. He hoped honorable members 
would remember that. He quite agreed 
with the Minister for Works, and disagreed 
with the ex-Treasurer, as to the way in which 
votes for roads and bridges should be dealt 
with; and he was of opinion that the money 
should be taken from revenue and not ab
stracted from loan votes. The point at issue 
was on the schedules before the committee, 
which showed the new mode of raising of 
the revenue. He thought the Ministry had 
made a mistake. They had an opportunity 
of reducing the taxation of the colony which 
no preceding Ministry ever had; they had a 
large surplus, and they should have dealt with 
it so as to ensure a gradual reduction of the 
ad valorem duties. They might have gone 
in for a reduction of £80,000 at once ; but, 
instead of that, they were not even confident 
of the effects of their schedules; and they 
proposed a lavish expenditure. They might 
go into all the letters of the alphabet, 
before anything would be decided. Sche
dule A was postponed, B was withdrawn, 
and there was some uncertainty as to 
whether C or D was to be now dealt with. 
He thought they had better now confine 
themselves to the question at issue. He only 
rose to point out that they were wandering 
into all sorts of matters, and if they continued 
this course it might eventually lead them into 
questions relating to electric telegraphs, 
liarbors and riwrs, and an endless variety of 
subjects. He thought it useless for one 
Ministry to rake up charges against another, 
altogether foreign to the matter at issue, and 
that it would be far better to deal fairly with 
the question, as he was quite prepared to do. 
He thought the Ministry ought to have fair 
play, and he did not approve of the attacks 
made upon them by some honorable members 
on that side of the House, which he thought 
quite unjustifiable. He thought they ought 
to endeavor to get on with the business of 
the country. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said he rose to express his 
regret that Government had not thought fit, 
in the financial proposals they had made, to 
attempt to thr?w any burthen of the revenue 
upon the public lands. He expected that a 
liberal Ministry--

Mr. BELL: Hear, hear. 
Mr. GRIFFITH : The honorable member 

said " Hear, hear." Of course he never ex
pected anything from him or from the Ministry 
of which he was a member; but he did hope, 
and he still hoped, that a Ministry composed 
of liberal members would have taken the 
question in hand. He did not refer to a land 
tax, and that he noticed was the only form of 
~uch taxation that was referred to by the 
honorable the Colonial Treasurer in his ad-

dress. The project which he believed had 
found favor in most parts of the world 
amongst intelligent men, who had given 
thought to the subject, was treating the public 
lands as the property of the ~tate. 

An HoNORABLE MEMBBR : Pish ! 
J\t1r. GRIFFITH: He heard sounds of derision 

from the other side of the House, and no 
doubt honorable members who held vast prin
cipalities would object to treating them as 
part of the public estate. The view he was 
now submitting was also upheld by the 
thinkers to whom he referred, and whom those 
honorable members were willing to follow 
when it suited their purpose, but whom they 
treated with derision when the principle 
touched themselves. The principle was this: 
that the public lands, instead of being ab
solutely alienated, should always return some
thing to the State. That had been the 
theory so far as history, and in fact so far as 
our laws extended. It was the theory in 
England now, and he might say it was the 
theory even here at the present day, but the 
practice was gone. He believed that theory 
was an excellent one, and that in future all 
lands alienated should pay in perpetuity 
some annual rent. How it would be neces
sary to deal with the large quantities of 
land already alienated was another quPs
tion; but he thought that in future some 
pro·dsion should be made for securing a per
petual revenue from this source. He did not 
know how many millions of acres had already 
been alienated in the colony ; he believed 
there had been nearly two millions since 1868, 
so that he might safely say three millions 
since the establishment of this colony. Now, 
if that land returned sixpence l)er acre, there 
would be revenue something more than suffi
cient to do away with the ad valorem duties 
altogether; and he noticed that there was· 
no proposal to provide anything by way of 
substitution of the ad valorem duties after 
the end of next year. He did not wish to 
start a debate on this subject; he did not 
think this was the time, or that it would be 
of advantage, to do so now. But he desired 
to called the attention of the Minister for 
Lands, who had a notice on the paper to in
troduce a Bill dealing with Crown lands, to 
the advisability of giving the matter some 
consideration, as it would certainly be brought 
before the House when the Bill he re
ferred to was introduced. If that honorable 
gentleman did not introduce such a provision 
in the Bill, a proposition to that effect would 
be made by some one else. · He held in 
his hand a proposal of a similar nature 
which was brought forward when the .Mi
neral Lands B1ll was before the House, 
but was not carried into effect. He would 
point out that a revenue from this source 
would be always increasing, and could not 
diminish, whereas the burden wot~ld be always 
decreasing. If the principle was to be 
adopted-and he thought any honorable mem
ber looking ahead must see that it must be 
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adopted sooner or later-the sooner the 
better. He was sorry that the honorable the 
Colonial Treasurer did not seem to think it 
even worth while to refer to this subject in 
his financial speech. It was certainly worthy 
of notice, and, before long, would occupy a 
prominent position in the questions before the 
country. He would not occupy any further 
time, and he would conclude by expressing a 
hope that honorable members would give the 
matter careful consideration. 

Mr. WALSH said he would not trouble the 
committee with any remarks had not the 
honorable the Minister for Works so violently 
referred to him and the Government with 
which he had the honor to be connected at 
one time, respecting the construction of the 
railway between Ipswich and Brisbane. He 
thought the honorable member was particu
larly unfair in his remarks. He was not in 
the House when he commenced, but from 
what he heard towards the close of his speech, 
he thought-especially as the honorable mem
ber was in a better position than any other 
honorable member to get possession of all the 
facts connected with the question-it was 
particularly unfair and unkind to him, placed 
as he was in his somewhat fettered position, 
to make such hostile and incorrect remarks 
as he did. He begged emphatically to deny 
on the part of the late Government that that 
Government gave any assurance to the House 
that the railway between Ipswich and Bris
bane would cost only £8,000 per mile. He 
felt it his duty to that Government, of which 
he was an humble member. to make that ob
servation ; and it was eqmtlly the duty of the 
honorable the Minister for ·works, before he 
made assertions respecting his predecessors 
in office, to be correct in his statements. He 
would tell the honorable member, as a young 
member of the Government, that it was his 
bounden duty, when speaking of his prede
cessors, to be particularly cautious that he 
was correct in what he said, more partieularly 
in any matter in the nature of a charge he 
had to make against them. He knew no 
more unfortunate position for the honorable 
gentleman to take up than to endeavor to pull 
to pieces the action of his predecessors ; be
cause, with all his ability and earnest desire 
to serve the country, as he (Mr. vV alsh) felt 
sure he would, he might depend upon it that 
he would leave many things behind him which 
might be spoken of in the same way if his 
example were followed. He therefore trusted 
that the honorable member, in dealing with 
his predecessors, and especially with one who 
could not take part in the debates of the 
House, would at any rate be merciful 
if he could not be just. On the occasion 
on which he (Mr. W alsh) brought for
ward the estimates of the construction 
of the Brisbane and Ipswich Railway, 
which was forced upon the then Govern
ment by the exigencies of the day-which he 
was free to admit was forced upon him much 
against his will and much against his opinion 

of what was right and good for the country, 
by honorable members who now composed, or 
were supporters of the present Government
he distinctly remembered stating that the 
Government had nothing to go upon except 
to ask for a vote on account of supply, to 
enable them to commence the works. He 
thought it was most unjust for the honorable 
member to say that he (Mr. vValsh) had left 
him a legacy, which he found not a pleasant 
one. What did he say on the occasion 
of asking the House to give the Government 
authority for the construction of the line? It 
was in answer to a question put by, he be· 
lieved, the present Postmaster-General ;
that honorable member, he believed, in order 
to impede the construction of the line, put 
certain very pertinent questions to him as 
Minister for \Vorks, in one of which he 
wanted to know whether he (Mr. Walsh) was 
certain the line could be constructed for 
£8,000 per mile. In reply, he said:-

"Then the honorable member for Ipswich said, 
he should like to know the actual cost of the 
whole line, but the Government were not yet in 
possession of sufficient information to enable him 
to state the cost accm·ately, as they had not had 
time to get full advice on the subjec.t, and were 
not in possession of enough data to give a decided 
answer.'' 

That was the reply he made ; and he would 
ask, was it right, was it correct in any way 
for the honorable the Minister for Works to 
get up and say, the Government, of which 
he (Mr. W alsh) was Minister for Works, 
provided that this line could be made for 
£8,000 per mile P He did not hesitate to say, 
that he never dreamed of it being made for 
that price. Before he became a member of 
the late Ministry he always ridiculed the 
idea of it being a cheap line. He frequently 
said that it would be the most expensive line 
in the colony, and one of the most unpro
ductive lines, and he entertained the same 
opinion at that moment. He said further, on 
the occasion referred to-

" The engineers, however, held out hopes that 
the line would not be an expensive one, and could 
be constructed within the estimated cost." 

Now, if the honorable member had chosen to 
inquire in his office he would have found- he 
would venture to tell him-that his Under 
Secretary would have informed him that he 
(Mr. Walsh) never credited the statement 
that it could be constructed for £8,000 per 
mile. He knew that certain engineers, urged 
on by honorable members, said it would be a 
cheap line, but he always maintained it 
would not; and if the honorable gentleman 
had chosen to take advantage of his power of 
obtaining information, he would have found 
that the Minister for Works of the day 

· always ridiculed the idea of it being a cheap 
line. He was satisfied that no honorable 
member who was in the House at the time 
could say that he ever said it would be a 
cheap line. He might have said, and he said 
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so still, that under proper management it 
would not be a very costly one. The state
ments he had referred to were made by him 
on moving for the adoption of the plans and 
specifications, at that time in the hands of 
the Government, and which only referred to 
fifteen miles of the line. He was sorry that 
he had been attacked so personally by the 
honorable member, who, he thought, ought 
to be the very last person to do so, and that 
he had been compelled to address the House 
in such strong terms. But he would again 
state that he never held out hopes that the 
line would be a cheap one ; he never said it 
would cost only £8,000 per mile ; and when 
he spoke on the question of the loan vote, he 
merely asked for a vote on account. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WoRKS said 
he was sorry that the honorable the Speaker 
should think for one moment that he had 
taken an unfair advantage of him. The 
subject on which he spoke that evening was 
in duty to the Colonial Treasurer, and he 
saw, from the way in which it was received 
by the House, that it excited deep interest. 
He thought he could not have made the 
remarks at a more opportune time than 
he did, so· far as the honorable the Speaker 
was concerned-when he was not in the 
chair, and had the same opportunity as 
other honorable members of replying. The 
facts he had stated had, he maintained, been 
admitted by that honorable gentleman. If a 
man proposed a railway scheme to the colony, 
put an amount on the Estimates for that 
work, thus leading the House to conclude that 
it could be done for that amount, even if he did 
not say so, and afterwards came forward and 
said he did not believe it could be done for 
that sum, no House in the world would 
believe him. He had not the slightest doubt 
that the House believed that was the amount 
the Government considered the line could be 
finished for. The honorable gentleman said 
he (the Secretary for Works) ought to have 
got certain official information, and that if he 
had he would not have made the remarks 
he did ; and, in reply, he could state that he 
had got every possible official information he 
could, and all he had got, offieially and 
privately,· justified him in every remark he 
had made. 

1\fr. W ALSH : No, no. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS re

peated that he had obtained all the informa
tion in his power, and that information 
perfectly justified every statement he had 
made, except one, and that he was very 
sorry for. That, however, was only an 
opinion of his own, and it was the only thing 
the honorable the Speaker could take 
umbrage at. He made the remark hastily, 
but he was perfectly prepared to substan
tiate it-that the late Government had 
bungled the railway. That was a statement 
the honorable the Speaker might fairly 
object to, and he begged to apologise for it. 
He would, however, state facts when the 

matter came again before the House to show 
that the railway works had been bungled. 
He thought the honorable gentleman would 
see that he was perfectly justified in the 
course he had taken in bringing the mat
ter forward, because it was mentioned 
prominently by the honorable the Colonial 
Treasurer and deep interest was manifested 
on the part of the House in the statement. 
If he had never mentioned the expenditure 
of the £203,000 on this line of railway the 
whole thing would be saddled on his shoul
ders twelve months hence. He therefore 
brought it forward in justification of himself, 
and it was a matter that must come out 
sometime. He did not take upon himself 
the expenditure of the loan of £400,000. He 
believed that if the work had been properly 
managed it could be done for £192,000, but 
it was quite clear it could not be done for 
anything like that now. For anything he 
had said to hurt the honorable the Speaker 
he was very sorry, but at the same time that 
gentleman was in as good a position to de
fend himself as he was. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER thought it 
would be well if honorable members would 
confine themselves to the business before the 
committee. The honorable member for 
Dalby had, he considered, rather irregularly 
proposed a resolution, on which he had 
moved an amendment, and with a view to 
facilitate business he would, with the per
mission of the committee, withdraw his 
amendment and take the opinion of honorable 
members on the motion. When that was 
disposed of they could go on to Schedule C 
and other matters. 

Mr. BELL said he quite agreed with the 
honorable member, that they should stick 
to the business before the committee, but 
the members of the Government themselves 
had diverged from it. Now, it appeared to 
him that the honorable the Minister for 
Works very much feared his position; he 
feared for the future. He seemed to be 
laying the foundation of some curious argu
ment he intended to bring out on some 
future occasion in defence of his position, 
which he was now afraid of. They expected 
great things from the Minister for Works ; 
that he would be lauded and praised for the 
good he would do for the country, instead 
of ever dreaming that he would be taken 
to task and chastised by the House. 
But now the first thing they heard from the 
honorable member was, that he got up and 
proceeded to lay the foundation of some 
argument, based upon fears he appeared to 
possess, that some day or another the House 
would be down on him. The House, at that 
moment, had nothing whatever to do with 
the matter. Incidentally the railway was 
mentioned in the speech of the honorable 
the Treasurer, like all important questions 
which must be referred to in their place, but 
the House did not think of dealing with the 
question now. The honorable the Minister 
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for Works said himself this was not an 
opportune time to do so, and that the proper 
time would come ; and why therefore go 
into it at all at this time when they were 
dealing with the tariff? It had been shown 
by this short debate on the railway question 
that it was not the whole of the line that was 
referred to by the Speaker when Minister 
for Works ; it was only the fifteen miles 
then under discussion, and no doubt if 
increased expenditure was necessary it would 
be on the other portions of the line. The 
amount then stated was something approach
ing a correct estimate of the cost of the 
fifteen miles; but when they came to the 
remaining portion he had no doubt great ex
penditure would be found necessary. He 
was obliged to the honorable the Treasurer 
for having waived his opposition to the 
motion, and he was no"r prepared to go to a 
division on the question. 

The question was then put and negatived 
on the following division :-

Ayes, 5. 
Mr. J. Scott 
, Graham 
, Rosds 
, Bell 
, Thompson. 

Noes, 27. 
liir. liiacalister 
, :A-fcllwraith 
, Stephens 
, Pettigrew 
, Foote 
, Dickson 
, Hemmant 
, Beattie 
, Bailey 

Griffith 
W. Scott 
}Jdmondstone 
FryHr 
Macrossan 

, Jllorehead 
, Fitzgerald 
, Wienholt 
, Hodgkinson 
,, lluzacott 
, Ivory 
, ].foreton 

Lord 
, l\:1acDonald 
, Thorn 
, l\facDevitt 
, Fraser 
, Stewart. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER moved Schedule 
C as follows :-

That in addition to the goods now exempt 
from duty under the provisions of t.he third 
schedule of " The CtMtoms Duties Act of 1870," 
the following articles shall also be exempt from 
tluty and admitted free :-

Machinery for manufacturing, agricultural, 
mining, and pastoral purposes, steam 
Pngines and boilers, New Zealand flax, 
quicksilver. 

Mr. W. Scorr moved that the word "salt" 
be inserted after "quicksilver." He said the 
question relating to the duty on salt had been 
so fully discussed on previous occasions, that 
he did not think it necessary to enter into it 
now. It was of great importance that it 
should be included in the schedule. 

Mr. SrEWA.RT said before the question was 
put he wished to move an amendment on a 
previous part of the schedule. He could not 
understand on what grounds some of the 
articles included in the free list were placed 
there. In the fivst place, they had machinery 

for manufacturing, agricultural, mining, and 
pastoral purposes. Now, he believed that, if 
this proposaLwere carried, it would materially 
affect an industry, which had grown and 
prospered, to some extent, in the colony, in 
consequence of the operation of the ten per 
cent. ad valorem duty; and it would be a 
~reat hardship to the persons engaged in that 
mdustry, if machinery were admitted free. 
It was possible that they might not be able 
to carry on at all without the ten per cent. 
duty. They had no data to go upon from the 
honorable the Colonial Treasurer to show 
upon what grounds he proposed to exempt 
machinery. He thought that as far as mining 
machinery was concerned, the interests of the 
gold mining portion of the community was 
sufficiently looked after in other things ; and 
he did not believe that a single machine more 
would be imported into the colony if the duty 
were taken off than would be if it were 
retained. As far as sugar machinery was 
concerned there was a still stronger argument. 
This industry was carried on with labor of an 
inferior class-labor paid for at the rate of 
£6 per annum. From inquiry he found that 
the manufacture of machinery was carried on 
by labor paid fvr at £6 for every fourteen 
days. It, therefore, appeared that every 
man employed in this work must represent a 
very large number of those £6 per year men, 
and if they took off the present duty, they 
would, at once, strike at the root of an 
industry of very great importance to the 
whole community. He considered it the 
duty of every Government to foster, as far 
as possible, every industry which tended to 
the welfare of the colony, as he maintained 
this did, to a very ~arge extent. He would 
also point out that the sugar industry had 
received great encouragement since it was 
first established, and one of the pioneers of 
the industry had received a large grant of 
land. He was therefore unable to see why 
those engaged in an industry which had 
already received so much should object to 
pay a small duty on their machinery, which 
could be made in the colony quite equal to 
any that could be imported. He maintained, 
without fear of contradiction, that, supposing 
this duty were taken off, it would neither 
make nor mar any sugar-grower in the colony. 
The duty did not affect the sugar-grower to 
any considerable degree ; and he did not 
believe, if it were taken off, it would lead to 
the erection of a single additional sugar mill. 
Then, on what grounds was New Zealand 
flax to be admitted free ? Why they should 
remit the duty on this article, without doing 
the same with other thiNgs of a similar 
character, he could not understand. He 
thought that, at any rate, they ought to get a 
quid pro quo from the other colonies for the 
admission of their products free. If they 
took New Zealand flax at a less rate than 
flax from other parts of the world, they 
should get New Zealand to take sugar from 
this colony on the same terms. .Quicksilver 
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appeared to be inserted to catch honorable 
members interested in the gold-mining in
dustry. He objected to these things, on 
principle. Quicksilver was an article used in 
connect.ion with one particular industry, and 
he could not see why, if they took the duty 
off that, it should not also be taken off salt, 
w_hich was largely used by one class of colo
msts. The same argument that applied to 
quicksilver applied to salt, with even greater 
force. He moved that all the words after 
"free" be omitted. 

Mr. THoMPBON asked if the honorable 
member would explain his reason for the 
amendment he proposed? 

Mr. STEW ART said the articles would come 
under Schedule D, and thedu tywould then 
gradually expire. He was aware that so far 
as machinery was concerned, it would be 
very unfair to take off the tax. Some of it 
was of considerable value, and if they took 
off the duty, a holder might find something 
like £1,000 disappeared to-morrow morning 
by reason of their night's work. 

Mr. 'fHOMPSON pointed out that merely 
negativing the motion would have the effect 
the honorable member desired. 

circumstances, the committee would agree 
that all the articles mentioned might very 
well be exempted from duty. The great 
object of the Government was not only to 
protect the revenue, but also to encourage 
industries, and he contended they could do 
that much more effectively by allowing 
machinery to come in free than by taxing it. 
After all, what was the number of establish
ments which would be affected by this pro
tection ? With the exception of one or two 
in Brisbane, he was not aware of any others. 

An HoNORABLE MEMBER : Jl.1aryborough. 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY : There was one 

in Mary borough, and he would ask, were they 
simply to encourage one in that town and 
another in Brisbane at the expense of the 
whole colony? There was no doubt the 
feeling of some of the members of the Govern
ment was in favor of these duties being 
continued, but to his mind, and the mind of 
the honorable the Colonial 1'reasurer, and 
other members of the Government, it was 
clear that they should not be exacted. That 
was the principle they proceeded on, and he 
hoped the committee would agree to it. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY had not the 
slightest doubt that by negativing the 
schedule, the object of the honorable member 
for North Brisbane would be arrived at, but 
the question was whether the committee 1 

ought to do so. The great object of this 
measure was to assist the development of 
native industries, and he believed they would 
effect this to a much greater extent by 1 

repealing the existing duties on the articles 
specified than by continuing them. -There 
was no doubt the sugar industry in the colony 
had now arrived at such an extent that they 
were fully entitled to take into consideration 
the importance of enabling sugar growers 
to obtain suitable machinery, and if they 
could introduce their machinery from England 
or elsewhere at less expense tl.:an it could be 
made in the colony, they were perfectly 
entitled to do so. That was the means to 
develop and encourage native industries. 
With regard to New Zealand flax, it was an 
article used largely for the making of ropes, 
and there was no doubt the tax was felt 
oppressively by those engaged in that 
industry, which might become very extensive, 
because they would be able to supply the 
whole shipping of the colony with articles 
that were constantly required. So far as 
quicksilver was concerned, he knew verv 
little about it. It might be used for the 
purposes of mining, and if so, it was entitled 
to consideration; because there was no doubt 
that the mining interest had been very much 
negleeted in times past, and it was the duty 
of the House to do all they could to support 
it. With regard to salt, he thought the duty 
proposed was not a matter that any honorable 
member could complain of. It was simply a 
tax of £1 per ton, and did not yield a very 
large amount. He thought, under all these 

Mr. FITZGERALD said he felt called upon 
to take exception to some of the remarks 

' which had fallen from the honorable member 
for Brisbane; and the first that he would 
refer to was the delusion he appeared de
sirous of spreading on the minds of honorable 
members, that South Sea Islanders only cost 
the persons who employed them at the rate 
of £6 per head per annum. Now, the case 
was very different, because when the cost of 
importing them, and sending them home 
again, and clothing and feeding them, was 
taken into consideration, he would venture 
to say that they cost very little short of £30 
per annum. And then the sugar growers of 
the colony at the present time had not the 
advantages which existed in the earlier days 
of the industry. At the present time the 
quantity of sugar produced was so great 
that growers were forced to seek markets 
outside this colony. Their principal markets 
now were not in the towns of Queensland but 
in Sydney and Melbourne, where they had 
to compete with sugars grown in Mauritius 
and other countries, where machinery was 
admitted free, and where the amount of 
labor to be obtained was really unlimited. 
Therefore, practically, they had no protective 
duty. .As far as he could see, the only object 
of the present duty on machinery was to 
benefit only one firm that was capable of 
making this machinery, because, although 
there was a foundry in Brisbane, it was 
totally inadequate to make mills of the size 
used on large plantations. There was one in 
Maryborough which could produce large 
machinery, because they got portions of it 
made in Ballarat, in Victoria, and they made 
it up. Then, again, it was really very hard 
that persons here, who we1;e trying to uphold 
a new industry like this, should be forced 
sometimes to take very inferior machinery, at 
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high prices, because they were subjected to 
a tax, and a very heavy one. He could state 
an instance in which one of his ownncighbors, 
who was a member of the other House, 
bought a large plant in England, and he had 
to pay about £700 before he coulJ get it put 
up, or a single article removed from the river 
bank. Beside• this, while they employed a 
large amount of colored labor they also 
employed a large number of Europeans
certainly 50 per cent. in numbers, and per
haps double the value in wages. They were 
entitled to some consideration for this, and 
in the place of putting obstacles in the way 
of such an industry, they ought to be re
moved, so as to encourage people to become 
employers of, not only colored labor, but also 
to a large extent of European labor. He 
would leave one of his collea"ues to point 
out the hardships with which the miners had 
to contend. In both of these industries there 
was no certainty of making large fortunes, 
and it must be patent to the honorable mem
ber for Brisbane, and other honorab!e mem
bers, that sugar growing was not so very 
paying that; those engaged in it could afford 
to disregard the sums they had to pay for 
duty. In fact, in some portions of Queens
land it was just a question whether the 
industry would be continued for .many years 
longer or not; and he thought rt would be 
extremely hard to place obstacles in the way 
which could be removed at very small 
expense. 

Mr. Dll SaTGE thought the committee 
should take a higher view with regard to the 
exemption of machinery from duty. If they 
eould stand to be taxed very heavily for 
immigration, it seemed absurd to tax ma
chinery, which was supposed to do away 
very largely with the employment of labor. 
On the face of it, that was an argument 
which he defied any one to gainsay-that it 
would be an anomaly to tax machinery when 
they were paying large sums for the importa
tion of labor. lt seemed to him that if there 
were an industry it would be well to assist by 
a reduction of taxation, it was the sugar in
terest. Sugar growers already received pro· 
tection in the shape of a tax on sugar, and 
they would be very fairly dealt with if this 
reduction of taxation were conceded. He 
thought they would be adopting a wise prin
ciple in taking the duty off machinery, in 
order to encourage that industry. The 
Government, so far, had done wisely ; and if 
they could only manage to reduce the tax on 
salt, they would make an important addition 
to the tariff, and would be dealing with the 
colony at; large in a very fair spirit indeed. 
There was an insidious disease whieh had 
crept into this colony-the disease of worms 
in sheep, and in· eattle too; and whatever 
honorable members on the other side might 
say about giving encouragement to the 
squatting industry, which they looked down 
upon so much, and to so little purpose, they 
would confer a great benefit; on the community 

by abolishing the tax upon salt. There could 
be no doubt that when the squatting class 
did badly or 1vell the result was felt all though 
the colony in one shape or another. This 
was clearly shown in 1866, when there was 
an enormous decline in the price of wool, 
which was still the staple industry of the 
colony, however they might wish to en
courage other industries. He certainly 
thought that they should give some encourage
ment to those who were struggling to keep 
their runs still sheep runs, by granting them 
similar assistance as was proposed to be given 
to sugar-growers and producers by taking the 
duty off machinery-namely, by taking the 
duty off salt. He would certainly vote for 
the addition of salt to the schedule. He 
considered it would be wise on the part of 
the present Government and the House to 
consent to the proposal, and to forego the 
the revenue of £3,000, or whatever the 
amount might be, derived from that source. 
The subject was well ventilated last session, 
and the arguments were very strong in favor 
of the abolition of the tax. The amount was 
not large, and the Government would be 
gracefully conceding something to persons 
who were struggling yery hard indeed. 
Y cars ago, squatters were in a position that 
they did not require salt. He remembered 
when stations on the Burnett were thought 
quite equal to those on the Darling Downs; 
but now they were altogether in the shade, 
and it was hard struggling to keep sheep on 
the runs. He thought it would be a graceful 
concession on the part of the Government to 
agree to the prop?sition at onee . 

.!\fr. I vony satd he was very much sur
prised at the action talren by tile honorablo 
member for Brisbane, because he understood 
from what he had previously heard from thi!t 
honorable member that he was a protectionist 
to the utmost extent. 

:Mr. STEW.A.RT: J'\o. 
1\Ir. I vonY: ·when he heard that honorable 

member standing up in his place to protect 
one of the greatest and one of the rising 
industries of the colony, and when he heard 
him afterwards supporting a tax which would 
militate very much against; another industry, 
namely, upon machinery for sugar, he must 
confess he was at a loss to understand it. It 
appeared t9 him that in place of that honor
able member endoavoring to protect tile 
interests of the country and the community 
generally, his objeet was to put money into 
the pockets of one or two individuals in the 
colony. 

Mr. STEW ART: No. 
Mr. IvoRY: If the honorable member was 

candid in his desire to protect the industries 
of the colony, he thought he was in duty 
bound to vote for the abolition of the duty 
on machinery. \Vith regHrcl also to his 
remarks respecting quicksilYer, that was 
another industry which stood upon the same 
footing. There was a vast number of miners 
scattered over the colony in all directions, and 
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without this material, their industry would 
languish. But the honorable member, for 
sake of two foundries, would impose a tax 
upon machinery that he might put money 
out of the pockets of thousands into the 
pockets of the two. Such a course he con
sidered most erroneous. With regard to the 
observations of the honorable member for 
N ormanby respecting salt, he could fiiily 
corroborate all he had stated, and he thought, 
in place of taxing this article, a premium 
should be held out for the use of it. When 
they knew that, for years, one of the greatest 
industries of the colony, namely, the produc
tion of wool, had been languishing-that they 
were losing sheep by millions-they ought to 
take steps to remedy it as far as possible. 
Statistics would show that the sheep in the 
colony had diminished. very materially of late 
years ; and there had been a cry for a long 
period, a warning voice raised on the subject, 
notably by Mr. Haly, whose prophecy hacl 
come literally true-that millions of sheep 
would leave the country, and that many 
people would clear their runs from sheep 
simply by reason of them being infested 
with this one disease, which, so far as ex
perience in other countries had shown, could 
be remedied to a great extent by the whole
sale use of salt. He therefore thought, as 
he had said before, that in place of taxing 
this article, a premium ought to be held out 
for the use of it; and when he heard what 
amount of revenue 1~s derived from it, he 
quite agreed with the honorable member for 
N ormanby that the Government should in
clude it in the list of exemptions. 

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY thought the com
mittee could not accuse the Government of 
any desire to place protective duties upon any 
article, and it was not with that object that 
those articles had been exempted; he thought 
he had already given sufficient reasons why 
they should be exempted. He believed the hon
orable member for North Brisbane might, in 
his arguments, have been somewhat misrepre
sented by certain honorable members opposite; 
but he could only think that the protection 
sought to be extended to the articles in ques
tion was for the benefit of a few. when he 
looked at the many industries which would be 
encouraged by the abolition of the duty. He 
took, however, a somewhat different opinion 
in regard to the item of salt, from the duty 
on which, there was not much coming in to the 
revenue-only some £4,000 a-year. For that 
reason, he considered that very little should 
be said upon the subject; at the same time, 
it must be remembered, that even £4,000 was 
something in connection with the other duties 
which the country required. In asking hon
orable members to consider that duty, he 
might mention that it was exactly the same as 
in New South Wales and Victoria, and he 
was not aware by what argument honorable 
members now proposed, not only to have it 
taken off, but actually to have a premium 
paid for the more extensive use of it. He 

was not aware by what right pastoral tenants 
could come forward and ask for such a pre
mium, or by what right they asked to be 
relieved from a tax which he was informed in 
most cases amounted to only £10 a-year. 

Mr. WrENHOLT thought the honorable 
member at the head of the Government was 
in error, when he mentioned that the duty on 
salt amounted to only £10 a-year, as from his 
experience he knew that it was not £10 only, 
but hundreds of pounds, that were annually 
paid by holders of stock, in some parts of the 
country. It was a matter which concerned 
not only the holders of stock, and the pastoral 
interest, but the whole of the people of the 
colony, as meat was the staple food of the 
country. It was a matter of great considera
tion to the people, whether they were to pay 
2d. or 3d. a pound for their meat, or 4d. or 
6d. By allowing salt to be imported into the 
colony free, there would not only be a saving 
to the colony in the end, but it would be 
imported freely, and would be greatly used 
by shippers, to fill up ships rroming from 
home. He was quite sure, that even if a 
bonus was given for the use of salt-although 
such was not the wish of honorable members 
on his side of the committee-it would 
be eventually for the benefit of the country. 
He was convinced, moreover, that any 
Government which would persist in keeping 
on the duty of one pound a ton, because it 
was done in the other colonies, was a 
Government which did not understand what 
it ought to do. 

Mr. DICKSON said he was sorry that he 
could not support the amendment of the hon
able member for North Brisbane, in the mat .. 
ter of the retention of the duty on machinery. 
The objection which had been raised by that 
honorable member was, that by taking off the 
duty they would be throwing out of the 
market a number of skilled artizans, who 
would most likely leave the colony ; but he 
(Mr. Dickson) took an opposite view, as he 
contended that the greatest impediment to the 
more extensive use of machinery had been its 
extreme cost, and that if it could be introduced 
at a less cost, it would be used for many more 
purposes than those for which it was at pro
sent used. The more machinery there was 
used in the colony, the greater demand would 
there be for skilled labor, to keep that machi
ery in order and renovate it; therefore he 
concluded that the more imported machinery 
there was, acting as a check upon colonial
made machinery, the more benefit would there 
be derived. But machinery was admitted 
free of duty at present in the case of a steamer, 
which, when fully equipped, came in free; 
whilst, in the case of a shipwright, who had 
built the hull of a vessel, sending home for 
the engines, he would have to pay a heavy 
duty. Why, again, should a duty be placed 
on machinery, simply to encourage one or 
two ironfounders P He would not like to say 
one word to injure those gentlemen, but it 
must be remembered that they had already 
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had the benefit of encouragement; and when 
it was found that new industries would spring 
up by the introduction of machinery free, he 
considered that they should not study just one 
or two foundries. He might mention that 
within his own knowledge several persons, 
commencing new industries, had sent home 
for machinery, and when asked by him why 
they had done so, the reply was, that they 
could not get what they wanted in the colonies, 
but only at one or two places in England. 
He would ask, why those men should be 
placed at the disadvantage of having to 
pay ad valorem when they could not 
get what they required made in the colony P 
He thought the committee would see the 
propriety of not checking the development of 
new industries by the imposition of duty 
on machinery. With regard to the salt duty, 
he was of opinion that it should be abolished, 
for two reasons. In the first place, because 
the revenue produced by it was very small ; 
and secondly, because a large number of ships 
were likely to come to the colony which 
would probably be laden with it. Supposing 
a consignee received a large quantity of salt 
at the present time, and had no room to store 
it, he was obliged to send it to a bonded 
store ; in such a case, the cost of cartage from 
the ship to the bond, independent of the cost 
of bond, would run into twenty-five per cent. 
at least. He would point out to the honor
able the Premier, that whilst he coincided 
with him that they could hardly expect the 
importation of too many free goods, yet at 
the same time, by withdrawing Schedule 
B and carrying the ad 'l.•alorem, there would 
still be a gain of £6,000. Now, the amount 
of the duty which would be received from 
salt would be certainly less than that sum 
which the honorable the Treasurer said would 
be gained in the manner he (Mr. Dickson) 
had just mentioned, and he thought that, in 
the matter of an article like salt-which was 
in itself, after all, a necessity in agricultural 
as well as pastoral pursuits-the amount 
received in duty was so disproportionate to 
its value to the public, that he should consider 
it his duty to vote for the repeal of it. 

Mr. FRY.A.R said he had been somewhat 
surprised at the reasons given by the honor
able member for North Brisbane for opposing 
the schedule. That honorable member stated 
that sugar machinery could be made nearly 
as cheaply in the colony as it could be im
ported; but he (Mr. Fryar) was not aware 
that such was the case, and, moreover, he 
was not aware that the machine which had 
been made for the honorable member himself 
had been a very great success. The horror
able member had also adduced as an argu
ment for the continuance of the duty, that 
one of the pioneer sugar-growers had received 
a large grant of land; but what that had to 
do with sugar-growers at the present time he 
was at a loss to conceive. The committee 
had also been told that the labor employed by 
sugar-growers cost them only £6 a-year. 

Now, although he was not an employer of 
colored labor, he knew as a certainty that the 
expense was not £6, but at least £26 a-year. 
Nothing, however, would tend to reduce the 
cost of labor so much as the employment of 
good machinery. He quite agreed with the 
honorable member for Enoggera . that they 
could dispense with the small trifle raised by the 
duty on salt; it was not so much a question 
as regarded the small quantity now imported, 
but he believed that the heavy duty imposed, 
which amounted to nearly cent. per cent., had 
had the effect of preventing a very large 
quantity being introduced. There was no 
doubt that salt was a great purifier of land, 
in addition to its advantages for pastoral pur
suits. He intended to vote for the schedule 
as it stood, and also for the abolition of the 
duty on salt. 

llfr. STEW ART wished to explain, in answer 
to the remark of the honorable member for 
the Burnett, " that he VI as a protectionist," 
that what he did state was, that taxes should 
be raised in such a way as to foster industries, 
but not in such a way as merely to bolster 
them up. He would also point out that the 
committee had lost sight of the great injustice 
that would be done to holders of machinery 
who had paid duty upon it, by remitting the 
duty that night. There were persons who 
held large quantities of machinery, on which 
they had paid ten per cent. duty, and he con
sidered that in justice the Government should 
be prepared on the following day to refund 
those people the amount they had paid. A 
great deal had been said about sugar ma
chinery, and the honorable member for East 
Moreton had challenged him about some in 
which he (Mr. Stewart) had an interest. That 
machinery he believed to be the best ever 
manufactured in the colony, and there was no 
fault with it because it failed, as its failure 
was caused entirely through the vessel on 
which it was fixed being too small. So far 
from machinery manufactured in the colony 
being of an inferior description, he might say 
that he had seen a large number of sugar 
mills at work, ana that both in the North, and 
in Brisbane, machinery was completed that 
would turn out ton for ton of sugar in as 
satisfactory a manner as any machinery evel' 
imported. He could not see why any addi
tional protection should be given to sugar
growers beyond the £5 duty now paid ; so 
that it was not protection he advocated, but 
he objected to knocking down one industry to 
bolster up another. If honorable members 
referred to other sugar-growing countries, 
they would find that, with the exception of a 
few, the people were poor; and again, he be
lieved that if the duty was remitted as pro
posed, the benefit would go into the pockets 
of those who had not yet got machinery. That 
question appeared to him to be mixed up with 
the question of the settlement of the land; 
and, unless there were other industries beyond 
the settlement of the land, the country would 
become very poor indeed. Upon that subject 
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he would give two quotations from eminent 
writers upon the subject, the first being from 
John Stewart Mill, who said that-

" Neither no"~, nor in any fur1ner ages, have 
nations possessing the best climate and soil been 
either the richest or most powerful, but (in as far 
as regurcls the mass of the people) they ha Ye 
been the poorest." 

There was also another authority to be found 
in "Carey's Principles of Social Science, vol. 
1, page 373." 'l'here, appended in a foot 
note, were the following- remarks made by 
Fitzhugh, the author of " Sociology for the 
South:"-

" vV e are very sure that the wit of man can 
cleYisc no mea1i:s so effectual to impoverish a 
country as exclusive agriculture." 

He thought that those were two valuable 
opinions; but if honorable members would 
just look at the Southern States of America, 
and compare them with the Northern States, 
they could not make a better comparison in 
support of what he had stated. He thought 
it would be seen from the authorities he had 
quoted, that every means should be taken to 
vary the industries of the colony, and to get 
every industry they could to take root; and 
by that means enable the colony to become 
rich in every sense : if, however, they con
fined themselves to either sugar growing or 
agriculture, it would soon become poor. 

.Mr. JYL~cnossAN thought the honorable 
member who had just 5poken had adopted 
very peculiar views, a~ to his mind sugar 
growing was a foreign industry. In regard 
to machinery for quartz crushing, he might 
say that more men were employed in pro
ducing the quartz than were engaged in 
manufacturing all the machinery in the 
colony. 'l'hcy, however, did not want .their 
industry bolstered up, whereas the honorable 
member for North Brisbane wanted to bolster 
up other interests that did not belong to the 
country at all ; for, notwithstanding what the 
honorable member had said about colonial 
machinery, he would defy him to }Joint out in 
the northern districts, at least, one machine 
which had been made in the colony. The 
honorable member had very mistaken ideas 
of the gold-mining interest, if he imagined 
that it was well cared for; as, on' the 
contrary, and he believed honorable mem
bers would agree with him, they had been 
very much neglected. It had been stated 
the gold fields cost more than they paid, 
but such waa not the case, as the cost 
of management was within the amount 
paid ; not only that, but the miners in 
northern Queensland paid £15 or £16 per 
head towards the revenue, whilst people in 
the South contributed only about £4 or £5. 
The men in theN orth were mostly unmarried, 
and consequently they spent a great deal of 
money in the consumption of articles which 
were a great support to the revenue. He 
was not going to imitate the example of 
certain honorable members opposite, who, 

when on the Government side of the House, 
opposed the remission of the duty on machi
nery, and kept the House up all night on the 
question of the abolition of duty on salt; but 
he would confess that he thought they were 
entitled to have that duty remitted, and he 
considered that they were the best judges on 
that subject, as he, and some honorable mem
bers near him, were the best judges on 
mining matters. Those honorable members 
said that if the duty was taken off salt they 
would use ten tons where now they only 
used one ton ; and he thought that the 
country would be fully compensated for 
foregoing the small amount of duty collected 
annually upon that article, by the benefits 
which it was said a larger use of it would 
produce. 

Mr. FRASER trusted that the schedule 
would be carried in its present form. He 
believed that it had been laid clown by hon
orable members on both sides that in the 
course of taxation, they shonld pursue that 
course only which, whilst it did no injury to 
any one industry, assisted all industries. No 
one could accuse him of being a protectionist, 
but he objected to the schedule as now pro
posed, for he could not help regarding it, 
first, as a species of class legislation ; and, 
secondly, as an act of injustice. As regarded 
sugar growers, they could not deny that they 
were at present protected to the extent of £5 
per ton on imported sugar, and 2s. a gallon 
on rum imported into the colony; whilst, as 
regarded the ad 'valorem of 10 per cent., there 
were a large number of men who had rm
barked their capital in the manufacture of 
machinery, and who were to be immediately 
afrected by the withdrawal of that duty. He 
did not wish that industry to be bolstered up, 
but he thought those men should be treated 
fairly, and should be ranked as others, and 
have due notice of when the protection they 
now enjoyed was to be taken away from 
them. He submitted that in all fairness the 
committee was bound to treat them as it was 
treating other industries, and give them 
fair notice when the present duty would 
cease. It had been asserted that machinery 
could not be manufactured in Queensland ; 
he was not prepared, or going to say, 
that some of the large and extensive ma
chinery now in use in the North could be 
made in the colony, but he could say that in 
the southern parts of the colony machinery 
had been made and erected which had proved 
equal to any imported. With respect to the 
gold fields he believed what the committee 
had heard was correct-that not a machine 
in northern Queensland had been manu
factured in the colony ; but he would ask, 
whether the makers of machinery here had 
been allowed a chance of manufacturing it? 
In one case-at Gympie-he believed a 
machine had been made in the colony, and 
that it was working most successfully. It 
must also be borne in mine that the diggers, 
only a short time ago, had the benefit of the 
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export duty on gold being remitted. With 
regard to the article of salt, he might say 
that he had no objection to the duty upon it 
being abolished, if it was a matter of great 
importance to either the agricultural or pas
toral interests ; but what he contended was, 
that the committee should take into consider
ation the interests of parties engaged in the 
manufacture of machinery-not so much on 
account of the capital they had invested, as 
the number of men they had for a long time 
employed. He maintained that they had no 
right to inflict an injury upon any portion of 
the community, however small it might be; but 
when the time arrived for a change, after due 
notice was given, let them tab" their chance, 
and if they could not succeed the legislature 
had nothing to do with it. As to the ~tate
ment that it was fostering foreign and not 
native industry, he could hardly think that 
such was the case, as England, which was the 
first manufacturing country in the world, im
ported raw material, and that was the case in 
this colony. Still, although that had been 
the case, it must be remembered that in the 
colony there were the materials used by the 
founder, namely, limestone and iron. Inde
pendently of those facts, he considered that the 
founders ought to be placed in the same ad
vantageous position as other industries had 
been. 

Mr. FrTZGERALD said he felt that it was 
again necessary for him to make some ex
planation about the protective duty of £5 per 
ton on sugar, as so much reference was made 
to it by honorable members. He asserted 
that that protection really no longer existed, 
as the quantity of sugar made was so great 
that there was no longer a market lwre, but 
producers were obliged to export it either to 
Sydney or Melbourne, where they came into 
competition with that imported from the 
1\-fauritius. So that consumers derived all 
the benefit, and not the producers. Again, 
when rum was first distilled, it 1vas thought 
that the distillers would have the benefit of 
the differential duty between manufactured 
and imported rum; but except in one or two 
instances, such had not been the case. Then 
it had been stated that by the abolition of 
the duty on machinery great injustice would 
be done to those engaged in foundry work, 
and who had machines on hand ; but he 
denied that that was the case, or that they 
would feel, except in the most trifling degree, 
any change. The work generally executed in 
the colonies, except in Victoria, where he 
believed a very large foundry had just been 
finished, was small, principally for small sugar 
clarifiers ; and that would still be the case, as 
the manufacturers in England did not care to 
make any but large-sized plants. The only 
injury that could be done, was to those who 
had already paid duty on machinery trans
ferred from bond to their own stores, and in 
that respect it might be worth the attention 
of the honorable the Treasurer to con
sider whether some drawback should not be 

K 

allowed, as it would not amount in the whole 
to more than a few hundred pounds. He 
thought the sum would be very small com
pared with what miners and others would 
have to pay during the next few years if the 
duty was continued. 

Mr. MoREHEAD thought the honorable 
member for Bundamba was slightly in error 
in his arguments, as he (Mr. Morehead) 
knew nothing that was more beneficial io a 
country than the encouragement to introduce 
machinery for the development of its various 
industries, and the means of employing more 
labor. With regard to the injury that the 
abolition of the duty would inflict upon manu
facturers of machinery in Queensland, he con
sidered it only a matter of little moment ; 
although, if it was considered in the light in 
which some honorable members would have 
it considered, it would do the colony a great 
deal of harm. If they were to have their in
dustries cramped by the imposition of ad 
valorem duties, it would do those industries 
great injury, and he trusted that no honorable 
member would endorse such narrow views. 
He also hoped that the drawbacks mentioned 
by the honorable member for Bowen would 
not be given. He did not think that any 
honorable member except stanch protection
ists would oppose the resolution before the 
committee, and he trusted there would be no 
further opposition to the free list, even includ
ing salt. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said that as there 
would be a division taken on the resolution, 
he wished to say a few words. He did not 
know whether he was a protectionist or not, 
but if he was, he should not throw obstacles 
in the way of those engaged in a large in teres G 
for the purpose of benefiting a few engaged 
in another interest. He would suppose thaG 
there were five hundred men engaged in the 
manufacture of machinery, whilst he would put 
down the number of those employed on quartz 
reefs at 11,000, and those engaged in sugar 
growing aG another 11,000; there would then 
be 22,000 persons affected by the duty put on 
the manufacture of machinery for the benefit 
of 500 persons, or even, if honorable members 
liked it, 1000 persons. That certainly was a 
curious adaptation of protection, but he con
sidered that all the industries of the colony 
should be protected, and that the number of 
persons engaged in gold mining, and other 
occupations for which machinery was required, 
should be protected. Why, the gentlemen 
interested in foundries, and the men who 
worked under them, did not, he ventured to 
say, amount in number to that of the girls 
employed to work sewing machines. He be
lieved that whilst the foundries, that at Mary
borough particularly, had been productive of 
great good, it would not be right to oppose 
the resolution. And, whilst upon the subject, 
he might read a short extract from a speech 
he delivered in thaG House inN ovember 1870, 
when he, in conjunction with other honorable 
members, vainly endea vored to have the duty 
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removed ±rom off quartz-crushing machinery 
at the time it was proposed to be remitted 
off sugar-making machinery. He then said 
that-

"He had made a calculation, in connection 
with this subject, and he found that in one year, 
a crushing machine of average power, crushing 
say, 250 tons of quartz a-week, would increase 
the riches of the colony by some 70 or £80,000." 

He would like to know whether any foundry 
would do tlutt. He had a great sympathy 
with iron founders, but he did not think it 
would be for the advantage of the country to 
continue the duty on machinery. With 
regard to the duty on salt, he might remark, 
that when the subject was under discussion, 
during the last session, but one he thought 
it was a duty which could be remitted with
out injury to the colony, but since then he 
had spoken to one or two gentlemen on the 
subject who were largely interested in 
pastoral pursuits, and he had understood 
from them that the duty of £1 per ton on 
salt was a mere bagatelle in station manage
ment. He had certainly thought before 
then, from what honorable members said, 
that not only should the duty be remitted, 
but that, according to the then honorable 
member for the Burnett, those who used it 
should receive a bonus; so great was his 
belief in the virtues of salt. From what he 
had heard since, and as the Government 
were compelled to raise a revenue, and seeing 
moreover how other articles were taxed, he 
thought the duty on salt could not be ob
jected to. The honorable member for the 
Kennedy had overlooked ono thing, that 
there was a great deal of salt used in the 
production of gold from pyrites ; but he was 
quite sure that although the mining popula
tion had been truly said to have bee11 hitherto 
taxed out of proportion to the rest of the 
public, still the small impost of £1 per ton 
would not be objected to by them. He 
thought the committee would do well to let 
the schedule go as proposed by his honorable 
colleague the Treasurer. 

Mr. IVORY was certainly very much sur
prised at the remarks which had just been 
made by the honorable Attorney-General, and 
would be very glad indeed to know who the 
gentlemen were who had given him the in
formation he had mentioned ; no doubt they 
were the owners of large tracts of beautiful 
country on the Downs. As a member for a 
district where they had to struggle very hard 
indeed to make sheep-farming pay-a district 
where, instead of, as a few years ago, they had 
millions of sheep, they could now count them 
by thousands, he had had some considerable 
experience ; and he must say that he thought 
the honorable member must have derived 
his information from large stockholders to 
whom salt was, to a certain extent, of imma
terial moment. There was not the slightest 
doubt that those squatters who had good salt
bush country did not feel the imposition of 1 

the duty; but he would put to honorable 
members the case of men who had inferior 
country, as it was upon them that the duty 
pressed most heavily. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL regretted that he 
could not comply with the honorable mem
ber's wish, and give the names of his inform
ants; but he might tell the honorable mem
ber that one was a gentleman to whom the 
honorable member had alluded-one of those 
who had taken up bad country in the un
settled districts. 

J\fr. GnrFFITH wished to say one word 
upon the question of machinery, as it had 
been adverted to by the honorable the 
Attorney-General, He was not a protection
ist, nor did he wish to be thought one, but 
the question before them was, what was best 
for the country P and he was not over the 
mark when he said that there We're, at 
present, 200 men earning £3 a-week each, 
employed in one foundry. He would suppose 
that 200 workmen represented a gross popu
lation of one thousand ; and, therefore, if an 
interest of that sort was destroyed, those 200 
men, with their families, would probably 
leave the country, to get employment else
where. But let honorable members compare 
that state of things with the machinery 
mentioned by the honorable Attorney
GenNal, who said, that one machine would 
produce to the colony £80,000 a-year ; and 
ask, first of all, what was the cost of the 
machine P He would put it down at £3,000, 
and the duty on it at £300 ; it would, most 
likely, last for five years, and the duty would 
thus be £60 a year royalty upon £80,000. 
The honorable member's arguments were 
based entirely upon quartz crushing, and for 
the sake of saving that £60 a-year, he would 

· propose to drive out of the colony one 
thousand persons. He was not a protection
ist, and if the question was ever raised it 
would be found that he was a free trader ; 
but, he thought, after the arguments put for
ward to the contrary, the balance appeared 
to be in favor of retaining the duty on im
ported machinery. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL' said the honor
able member who had just spoken, had risen 
to answer his arguments, but the honorablo 
member had forgotten to refer to one state
ment he had made, namely, that the miner 
was the most heavily taxed man in the com· 
munity, and, at the same time, the largest 
consumer of dutiable goods. As a proof of that, 
he might mention that at the port of Towns
ville, which consisted entirely of a digging 
ponulation of 1,500 persons, the duties paid 
were second in amount only to those of 
Brisbane; they were more than at i\fary
borough, and sometimes larger than those at 
Hoekhampton. Settlement on the lancl had 
not succeeded there, but all the contributions 
to the revenue were paid by miners-so that 
when he objected to the ad valo1'em duty on 
machinery, it was in conjunction with the 
continual taxation of the mining community, 
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He submitted it was a grievance of which 
the miner had a right to complain, as it was 
in addition to other taxes he already paid, 
and which were larger than those paid by 
any other section of the community. 

Mr. HoDGKINSON said he could say on 
behalf of one of the largest holders of 
machinery, that although he would sustain a 
loss by the resolution being carried, he was 
quite willing to risk it, in view of the 
increased benefit he would reap hereafter. 
As a holder of machinery, himself, he should 
have been glad if the honorable Colonial 
Treasurer had given a little more notice of · 
the proposed change, or was willing to allow 
them a drawback. Still, the interests of the 
few holders of machinery were infinitesimal 
when compared with the interests of the 
general public. .A.t prPsent, a man who pur. 
chased a machine had to pay ad valorem, 
and then the merchant selling it had to wait 
for several months before he would get any 
return for his capital, so that he was bound 
to charge an extra price ; that was one 
reason why the acl 1.·alo1'em pressed more 
heavily upon people in distant parts of 
the colony than those residing in towns. 
A quartz-crushing machine, and he would 
take the smallest in the colony, employed a 
far greater number of people than the whole 
of the foundries of the colony put together. 
He spoke from}Jractical knowledge. A quartz
crushing machine gave the means to large 
numbers of men of opening up and developing 
a gold field, and ensured them remunerative 
employment. It was the duty of every hou
orable member who wished to see the gold 
fields developed and the colony prosper, to 
assist that development by supporting the 
introduction of mining machinery. In refer
ence to what had been said by the honorable 
member for Oxley, he might tell him there 
was not one man in ten thousand on the 
diggings who had the capital or the pluck to 
tr,ke a quartz-crushing machine to a new 
gold field. The risks were very great. Be
sides the risk of failure of the diggings, there 
were the risks of carriage ; and, in addition 
to the original outlay on the machine, every 
movement was attended by expense. There
fore, each additional item that was put on 
machinery tended to prohibition, and restricted 
the number of men that might otherwise be 
willing to import it for mining purposes. 
}fining machinery could not be hidden in a 
vessel ; it was bulky and heavy ; and every 
package told its own tale. There was no net>d 
for a duty on it; those who imported it had 
to pay at every stage. It got inLo the hands 
of the monopolists at once-the Steam N avi
gation Company, who charged heavily in 
freight; then, when it was landed, carriage 
had to be provided, and the perils of overland 
transit began, even with the most careful 
teamsters that could be selected. It must be 
remembered that the prospects of the digger 
>Yore tested by the stampers, and that he 
could not get on without the quartz-crushing 

machine. The mining interest was the second 
interest of the colony ; the pastoral interest 
being the first. Feeling that the amount of 
duty on salt was a very small matter, he 
should support the insertion of the word 
" salt" after " quicksilver" in the schedule. 

Mr. PETTIGREW said some honorable mem
bers seemed to think that salt was required 
by the squatters only. The small settlers 
and farmers required it just as much as the 
squatters ; in fact, more so, because there was 
an enormous tract of salt-bush country held 
by the squatters, where salt was not required 
for their stock. The loss of the small tax on 
salt would be recouped to the Treasury by 
the large. ship1Jing that would come to the 
ports, and the increased consumption of 
dutiable goods by thrir crews. A fallacy on 
the part of an honorable member who had 
spoken was that a drawback should be given to 
the holders of machinery. They might as well 
be asked that every family that held a bag of 
salt should have a drawback out of the amount 
of the duty collected during the last week. 
Again, as the ad valorem duty had been re
duced to 7t per cent., should not mercan
tile men ask the Government to give them an 
equivalent drawback P He did not think it 
would hurt the machinists of Brisbane or 
J\Iaryborough to decline that suggestion. 
Only the commonest machinery, the bulkiest 
parts, was made here ; the finest sorts could 
not be made here, but must be imported from 
other places. New industries required to be 
developed, and for that purpose machinery 
was necessary. Say the agriculturist wanted 
machinery; ordering it from abroad, he had 
to lie a long time out of his money; and 
that was a tax on him, without having to pay 
duty upon his machine when it arrived. The 
man had to go to the money-lender, meantime, 
to carry on. In many cases, just as the 
machine had -eome to hand, the man lost it, 
just for want of a little more capital or time. 
He spoke from experieure gained many years 
ago. It had been proposed to admit drugs 
duty free. H~ might argue that salt was a 
drug. He should support the schedule as it 
stood, with the addition of the word " salt." 

.:.\1r. LoRD said he had listened very atten
tively to everything that honorable members 
had advanced; and there was not one who 
had spokr'n who did not think that the duty 
on machinery should be taken off altogether, 
sooner or later. It was a little matter 
whether the duty was taken off now, or in 
a short time; but if its repeal wa~ delayed, 
every interest in the colony would be retarded, 
simply because nobody would order mac1Ji
nery now, but anyone requiring it would 
wait until the duty was taken off. On quartz
crushing machinery, money could, not be got 
from the banks ; it was' too dangerous a se
curity. Yet it was very expensive, and a large 
capital was necessary to procure it. He should 
like to see any gentleman put up a quartz
crushing machine for £:i,Otl0, that would crmh 
two hundred tons of 8tone in a week. 
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Jl.Ir. GmFFITH : That was the cost of 
landing it. 

Mr. LoRD: He thought it would be found 
that the cost was nearer £5,000, at this 
present moment. 1'he price of iron had gone 
up about fifty per cent., at home. The 
honorable member for Brisbane had stated 
that the merchants of Brisbane, Roclchamp
ton, and elsewhere, contributed very largely 
to the revenue; but he had forgoUen to tell 
the committee, at the same time, that a good 
deal of what they contributed came out of the 
pockets of other people. 

An HoNORABL E MEMBER : All of it. 
Mr. Lo1m: He was certain that the miners, 

as a rule, were the greatest consumers of 
dutiable articles in the community ; and it 
was they who felt the effects of the heavy 
taAation. 

Mr. MACROSSAN: At the risk of prolonging 
the debate, he should offer a word or two. 
'l'he honorable and learned member for Oxley 
seem~d to tl1ink that anyone landing a 
machme for £3,000, could make by it £95,000 
per annum; and he had spoken in a way as 
if he was the only individual who knew any
thing about machinery. 'l'he fact was, that 
there were nearly five thousand men con
nected with mining amongst whom that 
£95,000 must he divided. So far from being 
profitable, he thought he might say that one
half of the men who had invested their 
capital in quartz- crushing machines had 
failed. Some, he knew, had lost more capital 
in quartz-mining than would start one-half 
of the merchants in Brisbane. 

The question was then put, and the 
schedule, as proposed, was affirmed, on a 
division, by 30 Ayes to 6 Noes. This got rid 
of the proposed amendment, to omit all the 
items to be added to the free list. 

Mr. GROOM said he should resist the 
proposal to include salt in the list of exemp
tions. The amount of duty collected on salt, 
in 1873, was £2,500; if the duty was reduced 
as proposed in Schedule A, the receipts 
would be about £1,500, which' amount would 
be scattered over a population of 150,000. 
He dissented altogether from the doctrine 
laid down by the honorable member for 
Burnett, that if the duty was reduced, one
half the consumption of salt would be in
ereasecl in his district; and he did not believe 
that £1 a ton would make any difference at 
all in the quantity used. If facilities for 
conveying salt into the interior were increased, 
the consumption might be increased also. 
Honorable members should see if they could 
not come to terms with the Jlriinister for 
Railways, in order that the cost of conveyance 
might be r~duced. It cost £3 10s. to convey 
a ton of salt to Dalby; and it would not cost 
less than £6 to convey it thence to Burnett; 
tlmt was £9 lOs. a ton. He found that the 
persons who advocated the abolition of the 
duty on salt were connected with the 
pastoral interest. Looking at the small 
amount that thP reduced duty would realise, 

it was hardly worth talking about. The 
smallest municipalities in the country were 
contributing their share of local taxation, 
irrespective of the taxation for general re
venue ; and they did not comjJlain. Ilut 
the wealthiest class in the country, who 
were making princely fortunes out of the 
use of the public lands, complained of their 
share of the paltry amount which the duly 
on salt yielded to the general revenue. If 
honorable members would assist him, he 
should be glad to sit till to-morrow morning, 
as he did before, to resist the reduction of 
the duty. 

The question was put, and the amendment 
for the addition of "salt" to the exemptions, 
was agreed to; and the schedule, as so 
amended, was passed. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER moved Schedule 
D, with amendments, as follows, to stand 
third in order :-

'l'hat upon all articles which are not included 
in either of the foregoing resolutions, or upon 
which a specific duty is not imposed by the Cu"toms 
Duties Act of 1870, there shall be collected and 
paid the t1uties following, that is to say-

1: ntil the first clay of July, 187 4•, a duty of 
ton pounds upon every ·£100 of the 
Yalue thereof. 

From and including the first day of July, 
1874·, until and including 30th Septcm
b,:>', 1874, a duty of £7 10s. upon every 
£100 of the value thereof. 

:From and including the 1st day of OctobPr, 
1874, a duty of £5 upon every £100 of 
the Yaluc thereof. 

Honorable members would see that according 
to this proposal there was no definite time 
mentioned when the ad va lo1·ern duties should 
be knocked off. He should point out that if 
the revenue exceeded the anticipations of the 
Government, it would be competent for the 
House to strike off the ad valo1·em duty alto
gether. However, at present, considering the 
reductions that had been made, the Govern
ment could not see their way to making a 
larger reduction of taxation than he now 
proposed. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed, and the Chairman 

reported the resolutions. 
The CoLONIAL TREASURER then moved
'Ihat the resolutions come to by the Committee 

of 'V ays and 1\Ieans on the 1st instant and this 
day be adopted forthwith. 

Mr. TuoMPSON asked the Speaker if that 
was quite correct? He found that the Stand
ing Orders were silent on the point. The 
resolutions ought to be adopted on a future 
day and not on the same day as they were 
reported. He was not disposed certainly to 
sit up all night to discuss the items ; nor did 
he think it was fair of the Treasurer to press 
the adoption of the report. According to 
May's "Practice;'' resolutions of Committees 
of Supply an<l Ways and Means were 

! reporLed on the day appointed by the 
House, but not adopted on the day that 
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they came up from the committee, and 
the rule could onlv be relaxed in cases 
of emergency. Though the House might 
now open up the whole subject, yet that 
was not the ground he took fc•r objecting to 
the motion. It was only fair that the hon
orable member for Dalby should have the 
opportunity of ventilating the question which 
was-and he was not using an unparlia
mentary expression-burked to-night. 

The CoLONIAL SECRE'rARY said, he trusted 
that the honorable member did not intend to 
offer any obstruction to the Bill going through 
the House, as that would not be consistent 
with parliamentary practice. The honorable 
member admitted, himself, that in cases of 
emergency the rule laid down was relaxed. 
This was such a case. Brsides, the practice 
of the Assembly had been that such resolu
tions as wPre now before the House were 
reported and passed through on the same day. 
The proposal of a new tariff was certainly a 
case of emergency such as was contemplated 
b,y the rule applying to the House of Com
mons, and such as was referred to by all the 
authorities ; and the course now proposed by 
the Colonial Treasurer was in accordance with 
the invariable practice of his predecessors in 
the Assembly. On reference to the "Votes 
and Proceedings," he found that on the last 
occasion of an alteration of the tariff, .Mr. 
I~amsay took the same course, and moved the 
suspension of the Standing Orders to enable 
the House to pass a Bill through all its stages 
the same day. That was a very clear au
thority for the course now taken. "l\fay" 
clearly supported his view, that this was a case 
of emergency. However, the House 'vere 
not bound by any authority when their own 
practice was clear, and they should not give 
that up for any other rule or practice. After 
all, there had been no business done yet in 
the present session--the House had not passed 
a single Bill; and they could not object to go 
on a little longer this evening to dispose of the 
important measure now to come before them. 

:VIr. PETTIGREW said, notwithstanding the 
law laid down on the subject, he submitted 
that there was no case of emergency at all. 
The Treasurer had the authority of the reso
lutions of the House to enable him to collect 
the duties under all the schedules. He did 
not see why hc:onorable members should be 
kept up all night for the purpose of discuss
ing Schedule A; when the tariff Bill came 
under consideration, they should have a little 
time to consider that schedule. He should 
like a little more time to consider all its bear
ings, and to consult the library on certain 
matters. Everybody wou1d pay duty under 
the resolutions, and if the schedule should 
not be passed in its present shape, there were 
the drawbacks. Some of the country mPm
bcrs had come a long way to-day, and were 
tircrl ; and it was only punishing them to 
keep them in the House~ to-night. They 
would return refreshed to,mOl'row to deal 
with the Bill. 

Mr. BELL said he thought the G!)v,irnment 
might be very well content with ~lie {progress. 
they had made. The measure h!d:atrived at 
a stage when it would be ver'J? e'as.y for 
honorable members to prevent the'nill gg~ng. 
further to-night. There were thosepres.ent_ 
who were determined to })revent it passing 
to-night. Schedule A was a very important 
one. Let honorable members have twenty
four hours to consider the effect of the reso
lutions which had been passed to-night, and 
how they would affect schedule A. This was a 
peculiar schedule ; it had neither principle 
nor anything else that he could understand, 
or that justified it as it stood. A discussion 
would take place on many of the items, and 
the discussion would show how utterly incon
sistent they were one with another. He 
agreed with what had fallen from the horror· 
able member for Stanley, that there was no 
exigency whatever for proceeding with the 
Tariff Bill to-night. The precedent quoted 
by the Premier as to what Mr. Rams%' did 
in a single night was no argument, as the 
cases were not parallel. He should like to 
hear a statement from the Treasurer that 
would induce the House to suspend the 
Standing Orders to allow his Bill to pass 
through all its stages to-night. 

The CoLONIAL 'rnEAsURER observed that 
the honorable member for Dalby had forgotten 
that it was the invariable practice of the 
Queenslamcl Assembly, when a change in the 
tariff was brought about, to sit until the Bill 
for effecting the change was done with. He 
referred to their proceedings in the year 
1870, when the House continued the sitting 
after midnight for the purpose of passing a 
revenue measure. 

Mr. THOMPSON: Who wns in opposition p 
The CoLoNIAL TREASURER : He did not 

know, but he hacl no doubt that the honor
able member for Bremer was amongst the 
supporters of the Government of the day, 
and did not then sec the objections which he 
saw now. He could find no reason for the 
members of the late Government throwing 
so many obstacles in the way of the progress 
of the public business. vVhen the honorable 
member for Stanley heard what he (the 
Treasurer) should say on the different items 
of Schedule A, he would withdraw his oppo· 
sition. When that schedule was passed pro 

.forma, last vV cdnesday, it was in order that 
the Tariff Bill should be advanced. The 
course which he was taking was the usual 
course. There was nothing to prevent the 
Bill going through all its stages in the pre
sent sitting, unless honorable members oppo
site had made up their minds for obstruction, 
and had a disposition towards a dead-lock. 
The honorable member for Dalby, and other 
honorable members, had had time to make 
themselves familiar with Schedule A, during 
the past five days ; and, in a couple of hours, 
the House could dispose of it. There was a 
large amount of business-private business
on the paper; and it was desirable to make 
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some advance with that. The Government 
did not wish to force on the House any 
obnoxious item in the tariff, or in Schedule 
.A., which was to be further considered. It 
would be well to get on with the business. 
The Government desired to get their Esti
mates through. There was only about £25,000 
in hand from the vote of credit passed at the 
beginning of the session ; and claims were 
coming in every clay, which must be met by 
the Government. Honorable members were 
in the House for the purpose of doing the 
public business, and they should be prepared 
to go on with it. The Government were 
entitled to all the rights and privileges that 
had been enjoyed by their predecessors. It 
was a very unusual thing for an Opposition 
to resist the progress of a Customs Bill 
which only carried out resolutions which had 
been previously agreed to by the Committee 
of Ways and Means. Let them proceed and 
discuss Schedule .A., in order to get rid, 
:finally, of the vexed subject; because it was 
11erfectly clear that until the Assembly got 
rid of the tariff, they would not get on with 
any other business. It must be seen that the 
Government had no intention of forcing their 
views on the House.' If they found that the 
proposed tariff was not agreeable to the 
House, they did not press their views on the 
committee. They wished only to get on 
with the business ; and the honorable mem· 
bf'r for Dalby would do well to withdraw his 
opposition. The honorable member was now 
in the dignified position of a member of the 
Opposition. It might not be long before he 
was in the position that he (the Treasurer) 
now occupied; and then he would expect the 
same treatment that had been accorded to his 
predecessors, and which he now asked for. 

1\Ir. WmNHOLT said he thought it would 
be wise on the part of the Government to 
postpone the measure. He did not think 
they were in a position to go into such a long 
affair as Schedule .A. at the present sitting; 
and he was aware that many honorable mem
bers were thoroughly tirecl out, and that 
some had gone away under the idea that no 
further business was to be gone on with to
night. It was not usual to hurr,r. through 
such an important measure as the l'ariff Bill 
in a thin House. Indeed, there was no 
chance of going further into the consideration 
of the question at present. 

Mr. GROOM urged strongly upon the 
Government the necessity of proceeding with 
this business ; and recommended them to 
follow the example of honorable members 
opposite, who, when in power, kept the 
House in attendance upon their movements, 
without any regard for the feelings of those 
who were opposed to them. It was two 
o'clock this morning when he left vV arwick, 
but he was prepared to remain until two next 
morning, if it was necessary for the public 
business. New members of the House 
would do well to support the Government in 
proceeding, if they wished to get their own 

measures or motions consi'clerecl ; otherwise, 
they stood a good chance, in the rush at the 
close of the session, of seeing them sum· 
marily disposed of in "the slaughter of 
the innocents." If they did not sit late at 
night, now, they would never get through 
the paper which was before the House. 

Mr. \V. ScoTT objected to pleasing incH
vidual members in the conduct of business. 
1'he House should go on with the work of , 
the public as necessity arose. 

Mr. FITZGEHALD hoped honorable members 
opposite would not object to business being 
proceeded with. He would point out, if they 
did not make haste now, they would be driven 
into a very long session, which would be par
ticularly inconvenient to members who came 
from a distance, at immense sacrifice, and loss 
of time and money, to carry on the business 
of the country. What was a mere matter of 
play or pleasure to some who were living 
close at hand, was almost ruin to those who 
came from extreme distances; and he thought, 
in the interests of the public, no objection 
should be raised. 

The SPEAKER said the question in order 
to be put now, must be one of considerable 
urgency. The 276th Standing Order pro
vides:-

«j1esolutions of the Committees of Supply and 
Ways and Means reported to the House may be 
agreed to, amended, re-committed, or disagreed 
to ; or their consideration may be postponed." 
But the practice of the House of Commons 
is this:-

"The resohltion of the Committees ,of Supply 
and Ways and Means are reported on a day 
appointed by the House ; but not on the same 
day as that on which they are agreed to by the 
committee. This is a rule which can only be re
laxed in cases of extraordinary urgency." 
The question is-

" That the Resolutions come to by the Com
mittee of Ways and Means, on the 1st instant, 
and this day, be reported forthwith." 

Mr. BELL rose to a point of order. The 
Speaker had now laid down a ruling, which 
every honorable member had listened to with 
great attention, and which, he submitted, was 
of such a nature, that unless the Government 
could show something more than they had 
shown--

The SPEAKER: I did not lay clown a ruling; 
I merely stated the practice. 

Mr. BELL: That would suit his argument 
just as well. 

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL said the honor· 
able member should state his point of order 
at once. 

1\lr. BELL believed he was in order. Some 
honorable members had a more concise way 
of putting their expressions than other,;. 
There was nothing laid down--

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : That is not 
stating a poiht of order. 

.Mr. BELL would have stated the point of 
order long ago if he hacl not been interrupted 
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by the Government. The honorable the 
Speaker had stated the practice of the House 
of Commons, which was alwa,ys followed here, 
unless some urgency could Le shown by the 
Government for acting to the contmry. He 
submitted that no urgency had been shown. 

'I'he ATTORNRY-GENERAL would point out 
that the lwnorable member was debating the 
question. 

The CoLONIAL SEcRETARY: He is not 
stating the point of order. 

The SPEAKER : I think the honorable mem
ber is in order. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : I dissent from 
your ruling, Sir. The proceeding is irre
gular. 

Mr. BELL said the honorable member 
should not dissent from the ruling of the 
Speahr unless with a view of putting it to 
the House, which he believed he had no 
intention of doing. He maintained that the 
Government had not shown any urgency, and 
therefore, according to the ruling of the 
Speaker, they could not proceed with the 
Bill. 

The SPEAKER: I gave no ruling. I simply 
stated the practice of the House of Commons. 
I wish the House to rule on the subject. 

Mr. BELL said, if the Speaker had not 
ruled on the point, he must put it to the 
House. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : What is the 
point of order? 

Mr. BELL said he would state it if the 
honorable member would wait. The Govern
ment said they were very anxious to proceed 
with business, but they were dela~ing it them
selves. If the honorable the 8peaker had 
not absolutely ruled, he must put it to the 
House whether there was that urgency in 
the business of the Government that the Bill 
should be gone on with. He therefore 
moved-

That, in accordance with the Rules of the 
House, the Bill could not be gone on with, inas
much as no urgency had been shown. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said the horror
able member had no right to make a motion 
on the subject. He might rise to a point of 
order, and should submit the point of order 
to the House. He had no right to make a 
motion in rising to a point of order. The 
matter was very simple, and although the 
honorable member had taken up considerable 
time, he came round at last to where he com
menced. 

JYir. \V. ScoTT would like to know to what 
question the honorable the Colonial Secretary 
was speaking. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : If the honor
able member would just sit down, he would 
hear it. The Government had made up their 
minds that what they proposed to do was 
strictly in accordance with the practice of the 
House; and they were not going to be ob
structed by one decision or another. They 
would carry out the practice of the House in 
order to facilitate business, ancl would not be 

obstructed in one way or another. That was 
plain and distinct speaking. 

The SPEAKER said I may state I do not 
think it is competent for the honorable mem· 
ber for Dalby, in rising to a point of order, to 
make a motion. The question will be re
solved by the House assenting or dissenting. 
If the House assents, it will absolve me from 
having tacitly assented to a departure from 
practice. 

The question-" That the resolution be re
ported forthwith," was then put, and resolved 
in the affirmative, on division :-Ayes, 27 ; 
noes, 7. 

The resolutions were reported accordingly. 
The CoLoNIAL TRE.A.SURER moved-
That the resolutions be adopted, and a Bill be 

brought in founded thereon. 

Question put and passed ; and the Bill 
having been presented and read a first time, 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER moved-
That so much of the Standing Orders be sus

pended, and for such time as will enable the 
House to pass this Bill through all ite stages 
during the present sitting. 

JYir. THOMPSON objected to the motion on 
the ground that it had been moved entirely 
without notice. He thought such a course 
irregular, and ought not to be permitted. 
As to the remarks that when Mr. Ramsay 
introduced a similar Bill to this in the way 
now proposed there was no obstruction on 
the part of the Opposition, he thought that 
merely went to show the inefficiency of the 
Opposition of that day, and nothing more. 

1'he SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC L.A.NDS thought 
it showed a desire on the part of the Oppo
sition to get on with the business of the 
country, and to get into the Estimates. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL would remind the 
honorable member for the Bremer, that the 
then Opposition were called a factious obstruc
tive Opposition ; and he would like to know 
what was now to be thought of honorable 
members opposite, who were pursuing a more 
obstructive course. 

Mr. PETTIGREW did not think that any 
good would be gained by going any further 
into the matter that night. That was his 
humble opinion, which he begged to offer to 
the Government. In the first place, horror
able members would require to know some
thing about the value of the goods this duty 
was to affect. The duty might be twenty per 
cent. on one item, anclmight not be ten per 
cent. on another. He therefore thought, that 
if the question were left over until to-morrow, 
business.would be got on with much quicker. 
He r.onsidered the Government ought to give 
way on this matter, As far as he could see, 
there were several alterations in taxation pro
posed, which would do a gr('at cleal of injury, 
and he would like to have time to consider 
the question carefully. 

Mr. W. ScoTT was of opinion that they 
ought to go into the question at once, and 
have it 11ettled as soon as possible. With 
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regard to the refunding duty, he was aware 
that it was a very difficult matter to get 
money back from the Government, and the 
question ought to be settled at once. 

Mr. IvoRY said the only thing that troubled 
him in the matter was this :-It was strongly 
in recollection, that upon the occasion of the 
nonorable the Colonial Treasurer wishing the 
House to go into detail the other evening, he 
expressly stated his reason was that it could 
not be gone into on Tuesday-that the matter 
could not be gone into on the same day it was 
reported. Of course he was open to correction 
if he were in error ; but that was the only 
reason for his voting as he had done. He 
was as anxious as any honorable member to 
get on with the business of the House; but 
still he thought his recollection of what was 
stated by the honorable the Colonial Treas
urer, was not in error. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER said the horror
able member's recollection failed him on this 
occasion. When he made the remark men
tioned by the honorable member, he was 
referring to a resolution in the Committee of 
Supply. He did not say anything about the 
schedule, except that an opportunity would 
be given of discussing it on a future occasion. 
That time had now arrived, and it was quite 
competent for the House to alter schedule A 
in any manner they thought proper. 

Mr. GmFFITH said he had a distinct recol
lection that, when the question was raised on 
Wednesday, it was asked-when it was sug
gested that schedule A could be considered 
in committee on the Bill-if that would take 
place on Tuesday ; and the answer of the 
honorable the Colonial Treasurer was, that 
it would not. He had a distinct recollection 
of the matter, and was not confusing it with 
what the honorable the Treasurer alluded 
to respecting Committee of Supply. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said, whatever 
might be the opinion of honorable members, 
the honorable the Colonial Treasurer had 
explained what he intended on the last occa
sion on which he addressed the House. It 
simply referred to reporting resolutions of 
the Committee of Su]Jply. The honorable 
member for Oxley must know perfectly well 
that the question was now in a position that 
did not admit of the objection he uttered. 
The Standing Orders bad not only been sus
pended, but the Bill had been read a first 
time; and the only objection was to reading 
it a second time. What difficulty was there 
in the way of proceeding with the Bill, he 
would like to know. If there were any 
difficulty, the Government were perfectly 
prepared to hear it. The several portions of 
the tariff had now been considered, and, if 
schedule A had not been sufficiently debated, 
it was now open to honorable members to do 
so, if they thought proper. 

The SPEAKER said : I may state, the ques
tion is-

" That so much of the Standing Orders be sus
pended, and for such time as will enable the 

Rouse to pass this Bill through all its stages 
during the present sitting." 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : I beg pardon. 
I thought it had been passed. 

'l'he SPEAKER: That requires the consent 
of fourteen members. 

JI.Ir. T:aoMPSON: For the motion being put. 
The SPEAKER: In the event of fourteen 

members not consenting, the Government 
can fall back on the 243rd clause of the 
Standing Orders, which says :-

"Bills of an urgent nature may be passed with 
unusual expedition through their several stages." 

I shall advise the honorable the Colonial 
Treasurer to proceed upon that clause of our 
Standing Orders. 

Mr. THO:llPSON rose to a point of order, 
and the point of order was tiiis, that, under 
the 286th Standing Order, t!1e consent of 
fourteen members must be obtained before 
the motion could be put. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : The consent 
must be got by the motion itself. 

The SPEAKER : Does the honorable mem
ber for Bremer ask for my ruling? 

Mr. THO:llPSON : Yes. 
The SPEAKER : I may say I do not read the 

286th clause of the Standing Orders as he 
explains it. 

The question was then put and agreed to. 
The CoLONIAL TREASURER moved-
That the Bill be now read a second time. 

The motion having been agreed to, the 
House went into committee on the Bill. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER movc•d
That the preamble be postponed. 

Mr. BELL thought it was now quite time to 
consider the position at which they had 
arrived. The Bill was now in committee, 
and therefore stood in a very different posi
tion to what it did before; and when the 
Government had before them the knowledge 
that there would be considerable discussion 
upon each item in the Bill. and that it might 
be necessary to sit until to-morrow morning 
to get through it, he thought they should see 
it would not further business much by going 
on. If they sat until morning they would 
have no House to-morrow, and such a course 
would not facilitate business. The Govern
ment had made very good progress in their 
tariff that evening, and if they did not press 
the matter at present, he thought they would 
be pursuing a very wise course indeed. He 
hoped the honorable the Colonial Treasurer 
would accept that proposition. He ]mew 
from what he had heard from honorable mem
bers, that each item would be fought very 
hard, and it would only be wasting the ener· 
gies of honorable members to continue; and 
it would crrtainly react on the business to
morrow. He hoped, after the success the 
honorable the Treasurer had obtained in his 
tariff-success he could not have hoped for 
that morning, considering the feeling of 
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opposition there was to the measure-he would 
accede to the suggestion he now made. 

The CoLONIAL 1'RE.A.SURER thought the 
honorable member should recollect that no 
longer than two sessions ago, the then Opposi
tion assisted the Government by sitting up 
all night in order to pass the Partnership 
law, and under these circumstances he consi
dered hmJOrable members opposite might 
very gracefully withdraw their factious oppo
sition to the passing of this Bill. He believed 
they would pass schedule A in a great deal 
less time than they had taken up in talking 
about it. The Government were not wedded 
to it, and it would be better to go on with 
the business. 

Jlvir. THOMPSON said his private reason for 
not wishing to go on with the Bill was that 
he did not feel equal to it; he was anxious to 
get away. The honorable member would, 
perhaps, see that all the proceedings he was 
now taking were in direct opposition to the 
Standing Orders, which should not be sus
pended. He objected to the proceedings, and 
he did not know how many other honorable 
members still objected to the proceedings 
going on. 

Mr. PETTIGREW said his objection to going 
further at present was that he would like to 
think over the matter. He would like it to 
be decided by the House what was to be the 
value of goods on which the ad va.Zorem 
duly was to be collected-whether it was the 
English value or the value in the other 
colonies, which would include the importers' 
profit. That would take some time. H was 
an important matter, because he knew that 
frequently they could purehaae goods from 
merchants in New South vY alBs and Victoria 
eheaper than in this colony; but they required 
to be bought under advance, and on the ad
vance the purchaser paid. By deciding what 
the value should be, it would prevent the salt
ing of invoices, or supposed salting of invoices; 
and he would like to test the feeling of the 
House upon it. He believed that nothing 
would be gained by going on to-night, and if 
the honorable the Colonial Treasurer was 
inclined to be stubborn, he would find that 
honorable members could also be stubborn 
with him. 

Mr. vVALSH said he thought it his duty to 
assist the Government as far as he possibly 
could, and as a member of the House he felt 
called upon to point out that the Bill before 
the House was one he thought the Govern
ment could not proceed with, because it was 
not in accordance with the resolution which 
had been adopted by the House. The Bill 
placed in the hands of honorable members 
was not in accordance with the amended 
resolutions of the committee, which were put 
to the House in this form :-

" That these resolutions be now adopted by 
the House, and that a Bill be brought in founded 
thereon." 
He thought he might venture to say that the 
Bill was not founded Qn the resolutions agreed ' 

to. He wished to expedite the passing of this 
measure if he could, and he would, therefore, 
advise the honorable the Colonial Treasurer 
to withdraw the Bill altogether, and bring in 
one founded exactly on the resolutions. At 
present, he thought it was not cempetent for 
the committee to discuss a Bill which was 
different from the resolutions adopted by the 
House. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said this Bill 
had been read a first and second time, and 
was now in committee ; and he did not think 
the honorable member was right in now rais
ing a technical point in order to reject it. He 
maintained that the Bill was perfectly in ac
cordance with the title, and the object for 
which it was intended. There was no doubt 
certain words had been struck out; but after 
the Bill came before the House, it made no 
difference whatever whether that had been 
done before or was clone after it was intro
duced. He could not see that that would 
make the slightest difference, or in any way 
affect the object for which the measure was 
introduced. If the Bill had some words 
which were inconsistent with the resolutions, 
and ought not to be there, or omitted words 
which ought to be there, it "'as perfectly com
petent for the committee to amend it by 
striking out or inserting "1\"0rds. 'l'o say the 
Bill should he rejected or postponed on such 
grounds as those, was mere obstruction. He 
would dissent from any ruling which would 
result in another Bill being introduced, be
cause he maintained that the one before the 
House was in accordance with the Standing 
Orders, in accordance with the wishes of the 
House, and in accordance with the object 
they had in view. 

Mr. \V .A.LSH said the honorable the Premier 
misunderstood him, or he would not say he 
was trying to obstruct the 11assing of the Bill. 
On the contrary, he was trying to accelerate 
it. But he was of opinion that the Bill before 
the committee was not in accordance with the 
resolutions passed by the House, and probably 
it would be against order to discuss it. He 
would ask the Chairman whether the Bill was 
in accordance with the resolutions passed in 
committee, and could now be discussed P He 
was sorry to have to pursue that course, but, 
as a member of the House, he felt it his duty, 
when he saw that which he thought wrong 
about to be done, to assert his position as an 
independent member, and endeavor to accele .• 
rate business, and not allow it to be done 
in a slovenly, improper, or unconstitutional 
manner. 

The SECRET.A.RY FOR PuBLIC LaNDS thought 
it would be more in accordance with practice 
for the Chairman to ask the Speaker than for 
the Speaker to ask the Chairman. He would 
ask the Chairman, was the Bill now before 
the House the one which had been read a 
first and second time by Mr. Speaker? If 
it was the same Bill which Mr. Speaker had 
put to the House to be read a first and second 
time, he maintained that the Chairman could 
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not go behind Mr. Speaker. He, therefore, 
asked the Chairman if it was the same Bill 
which had been read a first and second time P 
If it was, he contended the Chairman was 
bound by it. 

The CoLONIAI, SECRETARY thought it was 
a most extraordinary proceeding for the hon
orable member for the \V arrego to come for
ward and say this was not the Bill which had 
been agreed to by the resolution. Why, the 
Bill had been introduced, read a first and 
second time, and how could the honorable 
member say it had not been agreed toP It 
was now in committee, and any alterations 
necessary could be made. 

Mr. TnoMPSON said honorable members 
would now see why it was unsafe to suspend 
the Standing Orders. A Bill had been intro
duced which they had not had an oppor
tunity of reading, and it now appeared it was 
not in accordance with the resolutions pa~sed. 
He moved-

That the Chairman leave the Chair, report the 
point o£ orcler to the Speaker, ancl ask for his 
ruling. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said the honor
able member for the Bremer must know 
perfectly well, that such a motion as that 
would not assist him, because thev intended 
to negative it, and get on with the business of 
the House. Unless the object of the horror
able member was to obstruct business, his 
proposition was utterly usele~s. 

Jlrfr. BELL said, of course, if honorable 
members sitting behind the honorable the 
Premier were to be driven about like a lot of 
sheep or cattle, they would carry this Bill ; 
but looking at the intelligence he saw beam
ing from the countenances of some of them, 
he did not think the threats of the honorahle 
member at the head of the Government 
would carry them that length. He thought 
the last thing the honorable member at the 
head of the Government should do, if he 
were wise, was to threaten his adherents in 
that way. He had told the House " we 
intend to negative it." 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : I was not 
referring merely to members on this side of 
the House. 

:Mr. BELL : Of course, the honorahle mem
ber meant the majority of the House. Hon
orable members on the Opposition benches 
might vote for him, for all he knew ; but he 
thought the honorable gentleman was assum
ing a great deal too much. He might find 
an independence amongst his own ranks, 
which would entirely supersede what he had 
said; and that, instead of " we," as he called 
independent members of the House, passing 
this Bill, it might be t1ll very opposite. He 
approved of the motion of the honorable mem
ber for the Bremer, that the question be referred 
to the Speaker; and he thought that honor
able gentleman should not be threatened by the 
honorable member at the head of the Govern
ment with anything that "\\as going to happen, 
even the frightful event of passing the Bill 

through the House to-night. The question 
should be submitted without threats, and no 
doubt it would be fairly and justly decided. 
He trusted honorable members "1\0uld vote 
independently, notwithstanding the ipse dixit 
and the threat of the honorable the Premier. 

'The CoLONHL SECRETARY said from the fact 
of having occupied thP position of Speaker of 
that House, he understood the practice of the 
House of Commons, as well as any honorable 
member who had ever entered it; and when he 
found his opinions attempted to be set aside, it 
must be on grounds that would convince him 
that he was not right. But he had not been 
convinced by anything he had heard to-night, 
and the Government did not intend to be 
obstructed by any ruling that might interfere 
with what they conceived to be tb0 interests 
of the country, and the progress of business 
through the House. The Bill was now in 
committee, and if the committee were not 
in a position to make any amendment, either 
by omitting or inserting words, he did not 
know what the committee was intended for. 
He said, therefore, that any motion to refer 
the matter to the Speaker was merely an 
attempt to shelve the Bill and carry it beyond 
that night; but he had told the House over 
and over again that it was of the utmost 
importance that the Bill should be passed 
through at once. They had now been in 
session three weeks, and yet, until this was 
passed, they were not in a position to ask for 
one sixpence for the public service. The 
honorable member knew well there was not 
sixpence, or ought not to be sixpence, at that 
moment, to the credit of the public survice. 
The money voted in the early part of the 
year was to cover the expenditure for three 
months. The Government had been com
pelled to take the responsibility of carrying 
on the expenditure, and it was a responsibility 
they did not desire to retain for any longer 
time than they could IJOssibly help. That 
was one reason why they were anxious the 
Bill should be passed at once, and he trusted 
that the House would not separate until-it 
became law, so far as that House was con
cerned. 

The CHAIRMAN said the Bill before the 
House was that which had been handecl by 
the Clerk to him. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved-
'l'hat the point of Ol'del' be referred to the 

Speaker. 
The CHAIRMAN said it was impossible for 

him to refer it to the Speaker. 
Mr. TnoMPSON said if the Chairman would 

not put the motion, he must take advantage 
of the third reading to deal with the matter. 

Mr. WALSH said he hoped honorable mem
bers would consider well before proceeding 
further. As he had said before, he had not 
the slightest desire or intention to obstruct 
the business of the Government; he would 
far rather accelerate it. He had no objection 
to the resolutions becoming the law of the 
land, but, as an independent member, he had a 
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strong objection to seeing a Bill p~aced in , 
the hands of honorable members winch was 
not in conformity with the resolutions of the 
House, as was the case with the Bill now before 
committee. He did not hesitate to say, that , 
if it came to his hands in its pres<>nt shave, I 

he would ha:e to state his perfect unwilling- ' 
ness to put It to the House. He woulll ask 
the honorable the Attorney-General, who was 
almost the only legal authority in the House 
to whom he could appeal, whether he was 
not stating what was actually the case-that 
it was impossible to discuss a Bill which was 
contrary to resolutions of the House, in 
obedience to which it was introduced P He 
would again impress on the honorable the 
Premier, that he had no vrish to obS>trurt 
business, and he had only brought the matter 
forward, in the discharge of his duty, to see 
that business was conducted in proper form. 
He regretted that some other honorable 
members had not taken the matter up, but 
he was perfectly convineed that the Bill, not 
having been introduned in conformity with 
the resolutions adopted in committee, could 
not be discussed. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said it was cer
tainly very painful to him to have to get up 
and take objection or exception to the Speaker 
of that House; but he did not care who the 
Speaker was, when he came and addressed 
the House as a private member, he would 
not hesitate to take the same course with 
him as with any other honorable member. 
If he understood the honorable member 
right, he said that if the Bill had come 
before him he would not have allowed it to 
be proceeded with; but he thought that in 
such . a course as that, he would be rather 
exceeding the powers he held as Speaker. He 
was, in fact, the mouthpiece of the House, 
and must carry out its instructions. 

Mr. VfALsrr: No. 
The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : The Bill had 

been read a first and second time, and was 
now in committee, and he maintained that 
if the honorable member interfered with it, he 
was attempting to obstruct it; and whether he 
intended to do so or not, was a matter of no 
consequence. As he had said before, there 
was nothing to prevent alterations being made 
in committee by inserting or omitting words, 
and the Bill was perfectly in order. 

Mr. BELL said the mere passing of the Bill 
through one or two stages did not make it 
formal. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY: Perhaps the 
honorable member would not consider it so if 
it passed altogether. 

Mr. BELL: That was a position he was not 
going to argue at present. The question the 
committee had now to consider was the refusal 
of the Chairman to refer the question of order 
to the Speaker. 

The CoLONIAL SEcRETARY: Quite right too. 
Mr. BELL; The honorable member said 

"quite right"; but he (Mr. Bell) never 
before heard of such a proceeding, and he 

defied any member of the House to point out 
an instance where the Chairman refused to 
refer a qucsHon to the Speaker. 

The Orr_ullUAN: I simply stated that this 
Bill is the Bill hantled to me, initialled by the 
Clerk of the House, as that which passed the 
second rl'ading. · 

The CoLo:o<r.u SECRETARY rose for the pur
pose of correcting the honorablc member, 
whom he understood to say that no precedent 
could be adduced of a Chairman refusing to 
refer a point of order to the Speaker. A. 
more monstrous statement he had never heard, 
as the Chairman was not only empowered to 
do that, but he could also take the opinion of 
the committee upon it. As to the statement 
that such a thing had never been clone, he 
need only refer to an honorable member who 
was sitting behind the honomble member for 
Dalby, who, when Chairman, had decided by 
his own casting vote not to refer a question 
to the Speaker. 

Mr. J. ScoTT said that if the honorable 
member referred to him, all he could say was 
that he had not done so. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : The honorablo 
member did. 

Mr. BELL said that if any previous Chair
man had done so, he had done what was 
utterly wrong; but, to his recollection, no 
Chairman had ever adopted such a course. 
He still contended that the course pursued by 
the Government that night was not one that 
should be pursued. He would ask them, what 
had been the practice hitherto, and what there 
was in the present case to justify any depar
ture from it? If the honorable member at 
the head of the Government allowed the 
que~tion to be referred to the Speaker, and 
then did not approve of the Speaker's ruling, 
the honorable gentleman could have it decided 
by the House: surely the honorable member 
would not be afraid to do that. He thought 
it was, to say the least, extraordinary that 
the Government, having a majority at their 
back, should object to the matter being re
ferred to the Speaker. The honorable mem
ber at the head of the Government had used 
very strong language in saying what he would 
do if the Speaker ruled against him; in fact, 
it was an absolute threat, not only to the 
honorable the Speaker, but, through him, to 
the House. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY rose to a point 
of order; he would ask the committee if he 
had held out any threat at all to the horror
able the Speaker? 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the fact 
that it was impossible for him to rej)ort any
thing until he had been moved out of the 
chair. 

lVlr. BELL said that if he mistook not, there 
was a motion by the honorable member for 
the Bremer, that the Chairman leave the 
chair, and report the matter to the Speaker, 
and that the Chairman had refused to put 
the motion. 
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The CoLoNIAL SEC!lRTARY was understood 
to say, that the Government were not going 
to have the business of the country delayed 
by the obstruction and chicanery of honor
.able members opposite. 

Mr. IvoRY must say that he could not see 
that there was any, "of what the honorahle 
member at the head of the Government; was 
pleased to term, chicanery ; but, so far from 
that, the Government were attempting to 
force upon the committee a Bill that was not 
in accordance with the resolutions which had 
been passed in committee; because the honor
able the 8peaker had by some chance over
looked that fact, and had allowed the Bill to 
be read a second time, he (M:r. Ivory) could 
not understand why honorable members were 
to have it forced down their throats. 

M.r. Trrm.IPSON said that his motive for 
raising the objection was, that if they went 
on with the Bill as it now stood, objrction 
wonld be taken at the third reading, arid they. 
would have to go over all the ground again. 

l\Ir. ,J. ScoTT would like to know what 
the question before the committee really was. 
He believed that there was another motion 
which had not yet bPen put from the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN said they were discussing 
a point of order raised by the honorable 
member for the Bremcr, which was, that that 
honorable member objected to the Bill on the 
ground that it was not in accordance with the 
resolutions passed by the committee, and had 
moved that the point be referred to the 
Speaker. 

The motion was put ancl negatived without 
a division. 

The CoLoNIAL TREASUllER moved Clause 1 
of the Bill. 

Mr. 'l'noMPSON said that, before the clause 
was read, he would ask the honorable member 
if Schedule A was in accordance with the 
resolutions passed by the Committee of "'IN ays 
and Means? 

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER : Yes. 
M.r. PETTIGREW thought the honorable 

Colonial Treasurer ought to be perfectly satis
fied with the work he had got through that 
night; for he found, on reference to "Hansard," 
that thehonorable gentleman, at the conclusion 
of his Financial Statement, made use of the 
following words :-

"I hope the House will consent to the passing 
of the first resolution to-night, so that the fixed 
duties may be collected at the Custom House to
morrow morning. 'l'he Government will be quite 
willing to meet the views of honorable members 
with regard to the adjournment of the debate, so 
far as the measurement and ad valoren~ duties are 
concerned." 

He hoped the honorable member would 
consent to report progress, as they were very 
nearly getting into a display of party feeling, 
whilst the object of the Government appeared 
to be to force the whole thing down the 
throats of the committee. 

The ArroRNEY-GENERAL said that the 
honorable member who had just spoken was 

surrounded by honorablc members who had 
spoken on the question, and who had expressed 
a (lesire to proceed with the llill ; therefore, 
he could not understand how it could be said 
that the Government wished to force it down 
the throats of the committee. He could 
assure the honorable member for Stanley that 
ihe Government had no such intention, but 
were going on merely because they believed 
it was the sense of the committee that 
business should be expedited. He would 
remind the honorable member that it was the 
practice to give notice of any important 
amendments an honorable member intended 
to move ; at the same time, the honorable 
member should be satisfied with the assurance 
given by the honorable Treasurer that any 
amendments honorable members had to make 
would receive ·consideration from him. It 
was not for the convenience of themselves 
that the Government wished to push on 
business, but because they believed it was 
the wish of the committee that they should 
do so. 

JYir. TnoMPSON said he had an indistinct 
recollection that 11:r. Ramsay, when Colonial 
Treasurer, particularly regretted the hurry 
with which his tariff had been passed, as it 
led to no end of confusion afterwards, and 
checked the business of the House very 
considerably. 

Jl.fr. PETTIGREW, in reply to the observa
tions of the honorable Attorney-General, 
would assure the committee that he did not 
wish to consult his own convenience, but the 
interests of the public which he had been 
sent there to represent. The Government 
might, in the hurry of that evening, do some
thing which they might regret next day; and 
after having sat for so many hours, he thought 
honorablc members could not go ralmly into 
the consideration of such a large tariff. He 
thought it would be much better for the 
Government to consent to an adjournment. 

Mr. S-rEWART thought the business of the 
country ought not to be interrupted for the 
convenience of an honorable member who 
had had the same time to consider the matter 
as other honorable members had had. He 
was sure Schedule A could be gone through 
and revised by any business man in twenty
four hours, and it had been before honorable 
members for some days. 

Mr. GR.A.HAM pointed out that the case of 
Mr. Ramsay differed from the present in this 
respect, that all the work of his tariff was done 
in Committee of Ways and Means, which had 
not been the case with the Bill then before the 
committee. The details of Mr. I{amsay's Bill 
had all been discussed in committee, which had 
not been the case with the present Treasurer's 
Bill, as the Government had evidently wished 
the committee to take a responsibility which 
they themselves would not take. 'l'he con
sequence was, that now, when they were in 
committee, they had to do the work whieh 
should have been done when the resolutions 
were before them. He did not care, person-
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ally, whether they went on or not; but he 
would suggest to the honorable the Treasurer 
that he would have more chance of success 
if he agreed to do at the next meeting of 
the committee what he proposed to do at 
present. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said that all the 
Government wished to do was to consuH the 
wishes of the majority of the committee ; 
even had there been a large minority, that 
would have had some weight with them; 
but what was the fact? vVhy, that the same 
few honorable members opposite kept rising 
and talking, merely for the purpose of causing 
delay. 

Mr. WrENHOLT believed that many horror
able members on both sides were anxious not 
to proceed further with the Bill that night, 
and, therefore, it appeared to him most un
dignified conduct on the pat"t of the Govern
ment to force on a measure of so much 
importance ; more especially so, as many 
honorable members had left, under the im
pression that no more business would be done. 
There was no urgent necessity to push on the 
measure, and instead of wishing to throw any 
obstacle in the way of the Government, all 
that houorable members on his side of the 
committee were anxious to do, was merely to 
postpone the matter till the next meeting. 

Mr. EDMONDSTONE said that he most de
cidedly objected to any further suspension of 
the business of the House, as Schedule A 
could be got through in a very short time. 
It had been said by some honorable mem
bers that the Government wished to force 
the tariff down the throats of the committee"; 
but that was not correct, as the Government 
had promised over and over again that they 
would accept any reasonable alteration that 
was suggested. 

Mr. WrENHOLT thought the honorable 
member was not doing his duty to his con
stituents when he talked of getting through 
such an important schedule in the manner 
proposed. 

Mr. EDMONDSTONE said that whether he was 
doing his duty was a matter between his con
stituents and himself, and the honorable mem
ber had nothing to do with it ; the number 
of times he had been returned to that House 
was a sufficient proof that his eonstituents 
had confidence in him. 

Mr. HoDGKINSON trusted that the Gov
ernment would, as far as laid in their 
power, insist in carrying the Bill through 
that night ; and however much honorable 
members of the Opposition might try to 
obstruct the measure, it could not be post· 
poned without divisions. The principles of 
the Bill had been affirmed ; and if honorable 
members would pass the preliminary clauses, 
he had no doubt they would soon get through 
Schedule A. But instead of setting a good 
example to new members, and studying the 
eon-venience of those who had come from a 
long distance, honorable members opposite 
were trying to obstruct the business of the 

country in every way. The Ministry had 
been taunted with trying to force their mea
sure down the throats of independent mem. 
bers; but when they did so, the independent 
members would lmow what course to pursue. 

Mr. DrcKson said that honorable members 
had been quite aware that the consideration 
of the tariff had been fixed for that day, 
and, therefore, they had had ample time to 
prepare themselves for it. He thought that, 
instead of wasting- any more time in useless 
discussion, it would be better to try the feel
ing of the committee, by moving the adjourn
ment of the debate. That, at any rate, 
would be better than persisting in what the 
most impartial honorable member must re
gard a• a factious opposition. 

Clauses 1 and 2 were then agreed to. 
The CoLONIAL TnEASUREU moved-
That clause 3 become part of the Bill, as fol· 

lows:-
Upon all articles on which a duty is not 

otherwise imposed by this Act m• by the second 
schedule to' 'l'hc Customs Duties Act of 1870' and 
which are not exempted from duty by schedule 13 
to this Act or by " 'l'hc Customs Duties Act of 
1870" there shall be collected and paid to Her 
Majesty in lieu of the Duties of Customs novc 
collected duties at the several rates following that 
is to say-

Until and inc-luding the thil·tieth day of 
June one thomand ei~Yht hunclred and 
seventy-four a duty of

0

ten pounds upon 
every one hundred pounds value thereof 

From ancl including the first day of July 
one thousand eight hundred and seventy· 
four until and including the thirtieth 
day of September one thousand eight 
huudreu and seventy-four a duty of seven 
pounds ten shillings upon every one hun· 
drcd pounds of the Talue thereof 

From and including the first day of Oc· 
tober one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-four unt.il and including the 
thirtv·first dav of December one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy-five a duty of 
five pounds upon every one hundred 
pounds value thereof when the said duties 
shall finally cease and determine. 

He might mention that some formal altera
tions had to l:Je made in it, which honorable 
members would perceive were necessary. 

.Mr. BELL wished to know whether the 
Bill as it now stood was in conformity with 
the resolutions passed by the Committee of 
Ways and Means; as it struck him that it 
in no way tallied with them, and, if it did 
not, that in itself would be sufficient to 
warrant the objection which had been made 
to proceeding with it. 

The CoLONIAL TnEASUI~En moved-
That all the words be struck out beginning 

with the worc1 " until," in the sixteenth line, 
down to "seventy-five," in the eighteenth line. 

Amendment agreed to. 
The CoLONIAL TREASURER moved-
That the words "when the said duties shall 

finally cease and determine" be struck out. 
Agreed to. 
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The clause, as amended, was passed. 
The remaining clauses of the Bill were 

agreed to without amendment. 
On Schedule A-
The CoLONIAL TREASURER moved-
That the articles charged at the rate of ono 

penny per reputed pound as follows stand part of 
the schedule :-Blue, corn flour, maizenwal, 
maccaroni, sago, starch, tapioca, vermicelli, twine, 
gunpowder, per reputedlb: 
He pointed out that in fixing the rate at. one 
penny, the Government had been guided by 
the comparative rate charged in the other 
colonies on the same articles. 

Mr. PETTIGREW moved, as an amendment
That the items "maizemeal, sago, and starc·h" 

be omitted. 
The amendment was put, and the com

miteo divided, with the following result:
Ayes, 20 ; noes, 8. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER moved-
That the following items stand part of the 

schedule :-Biscuits, butter, candles, conf0etionery 
and succades, dried fruits, ginger, glue, honey, 
leather, nuts (all sorts, except cocoanuts), muo
tard, pepper, spices, per reputed lb.-Twopence. 

l\'Ir. PETTIGREW moved, as an amendment
That " butter, candles, dried fruits, mustard, 

and pepper" be omitted. 
Mr. GROOM would confess that he was a 

moderate protectionist, which he thought was 
necessary to the colony ; and so far as the item 
of butter was concerned, he knew that the 
imposition of the duty of 1d. a pound had had 
a very beneficial effect in establishing dairies 
in districts where otherwise they would not 
have been established. 

]\,fr. J. ScoTT claimed that the items slwuld 
bo put se1•iatim, and quoted tho Standing 
Orders in support of this course. 

The CHAIRMAN stated the question, and 
put it-

That the word (" butter") proposed to be 
omitted, stancl part of the question. 
Biscuits had been some time before the com· 
mittee. in fact had been dealt with; and they 
could not go back. 

Mr .. FITZGERALD considered it a great 
hardsh1p that the committee should be pre
cluded from discussing the item of biscuits. 
The rate of duty proposed on biscuits was 
something like 80 or 90 }Jel' cent. on the 
value of the article. Biscuits were much 
used in the distant districts of the colony, 
and must be, for some time io come, being 
so portable and otherwise convenient. There 
was no large biscuit factory in the colony, 
and the article must be imported. 

The SPEAKER suggested that until the 
question was disposed of~ any honorable 
member could move an amendment. The 
item, "butter," was not settled ; and there 
was nothing to prevent the making of an 
amendment in the preceding part of the 
schedule. 

Mr. PETTIGREW: There was exactly lCO 
per c!!nt. put on biscuits. 

The CHAIRMAN asked, if it was the wish of 
the committee that biscuits should be dealt 
with? 

Mr. PETTIGRF.W asked permission to with
draw his amendment, and to move instead, 
that "biscuits, butter, candles" be omitted 
from the schedule. 

Leave given, new question put-
That the words (" biscuits," " butter," 

" candles,") proposed to be omitted, stand part of 
the question. 

J\fr. EmwNDSTONll desired that the items 
should be put r;,;J•iatim; as, if the amend
ment was carried, it would have the effect 
of leaving the articles at the same duty as at 
present linder the tariff. 

Mr. FusER: If the rate was high on plain 
ship biscuits, it was not a very high tax on 
fancy biscuits. If the Treasurer would make 
a difference, or draw a distinction, it would 
facilitate matters. 

The OotONIAL TREASURER : Rather than 
have a distinction made for the different 
kinds of biscuits, he would prefer to see the 
items struck out altogether. 

Question-That the word "biscuits," 
proposed to be omitted, stand part of the 
question-put, and the committee divided: 
Ayes, 22 ; Noes, 6. 

Mr. PllrTIGREW withdrew l1is amendments 
as regarded butter and candles. 

Mr. PECHEY moved that "butter" be 
omitted. 

The SPEAKER : If he understood.the amend
ment aright, it was that butter should con
tinue to bear an import duty of 4d. per 
pound. He thought it was his duty on 
behalf of the country to protest against that, 
and to oppose it. The duty was an intoler
able imposition; and he opposed it at the 
time it was originally proposed. All he had 
experienced, and all he had heard since, only 
conYinced him that he was right in resisting 
such an unjustifiable charge on the people. 
The duty was peculiarly inefficacious in pro
moting any industry. Could the hon
orablo member for Toowoomba say that 
it had done any good ? In Brisbane, 
three-fourths of the butter consumed was 
imported. ExceJlt to favored Toovroomba 
-highly favored by nature in soil, climate, 
and pasture-was the protection afforded by 
the duty of any advantage P That district 
should not require protection, in this matter. 
The duty was peculiarly hard on the people 
of the rest of the colony. Ho (the Speaker) 
could speak for J\:Tar.rborough, and he saiL1 
that the greater part of the butter consumed. 
there was imported from the other colonies. 
It was almost an axiom, that the poorer the 
man the larger his family ; and the larger 
his family ihe greater his requirements for 
such an article as butter. Therefore, the 
duty was the most intolerable tax that this 
or any other Parliament, in its wisdom, oyer 
imposed on the people. How those honor
able members who ropresenh•d constituencies 
which, from their climate and the pursuits 
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of the people, had no dairymen, could support 
the duty for sake of the butter-makers of 
1'oowoomba-to whom he wished every 
prosperity in life-he could not under
stand. He really thought that the blight 
of protection was so blinding to their moral 
vision that they became utterly oblivious 
to their duties-and to their chief duties
as statesmen. He was, at one time, almost a 
protectionist himself; but he now thought 
that if there was a curse hanging over this 
fair Queensland, it was this protection taxa
tion. On behalf of tho children of the 
colony ; on behalf of the mothers, who had 
the care of those children ; on behalf of the 
fathers-and he had a large family himself; 
-he protested against the continuance of the 
duty for the purpose of fostering certain 
industries about Toowoomba, or certain pos· 
sible industries. Let the House at once 
stamp out the intolerable imposition, and 
excise the item from the tariff altogether. 
He looked to the northern members-almost 
every one but the honorable member for 
Toowoomba and two or three representatives 
about Brisbane-to see that the duty should 
be absolutely done away with. 

1\'Ir. BELL said he did not agree with what 
had fallen from the honorable member for 
vVarrego. He, on the part of the children, 
and the mothers, and the fathers, and all the 
people the honorable member claimed to speak 
on behalf of, claimed a higher duty on butter; 
because they were obliged to eat the most·abo· 
minable compound which was imported as a 
marketable commodity; and bem,uso a higher 
duty might have the effect of keeping out of 
this colony that most indigestible mess, 
imported butter. That butter was known 
to do much harm to the children. The 
very best butter was produced in the hottest 
climates in the world ; and local production 
should be promoted. The advantage of the 
duty would be the prevention of all im
ports and the production of a home-made, 
wholesome article. However indigestible it 
might be, butter was in demand ; and it 
should be of the best. He recollected when 
the high import tax was put on butter, it was 
said that it would have the effect of materially 
increasing the price. No such effect was ever 
noticeable ; and he was living in Brisbane for 
a year afterwards, during which the price of 
butter remained the same as before the duty 
eame into force. A slight mouicum of pro
tection would help the production of a good 
local article. But, at all events, it could not 
be worse than the abominable article that was 
imported. He was disposed to go with the 
honorable member who had moved the amend
ment. 

Mr. STEW ART obsPrved, in answer to the 
hoJ?-orable member for W arrego, that the 
Brisbane people would be as glad as any to 
see the reduction of thp butter duty. He 
>ms sorry to hear that the people could 
not make butter at 1\Iaryborough ; but he 
thought that good butter was produced by 

the farmers there. However, if they could 
not produce a good article with a duty of 4d., 
they \Yould not with a duty of 2d. a pound. 

l\Jr. PEcJIEY disagreed with the honorable 
members for '\V arrego and Brisbane. The 
duty of 4d. a pound had not been in existence 
long enough to foster the local production. 
If it was allowed to remain two years longer, 
the effect would be different and appreciable. 
The consumer would then be recouped for 
the extra duty by the cheaper and superior 
article offered to him. The tariff, as the 
Treasurer had said, was neither protectionist 
nor fi_·ee trade, but for revenue only. If, in 
securing revenue, native industries could be 
fostered, so much the better. 

Mr. DrcKSON contended that the duty on 
butter had not proved an incentive to the 
production of a superior article in the colony. 
The local production was not increased either 
in quantity or quality. 

1'he question was put, and the amendment 
was lost. 

Jlrfr. J. ScoTT moved-
That the duty on butter be recluced to " one 

penny" per pound. 
The amendment was overruled ; and the 

remaining items in the paragraph were 
passed. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER moved that the 
following stand part of the schedulo-

:Fruits (bottled or in tins or jars), castor oil 
(in bottle), salad ditto, pickles and sauces per 
dozen reputed pints or lbs., and in the same 
proportion for larger or smaller contents-One 
shilling. 
Fruits, he said, were subject to the same 
duty as existed in N cw l::louth '\Vales and 
Victoria. Castor oil was omitted from the 
list of other oils when the fixed list was 
going through in 18~0. Pickles and sauces 
were, he thought, arbeles of luxury, and were 
able to pay the rate of duty. 

Question put and passed. 
The CoLONIAL TREASURER moved the next 

paragraph, as follows-
Preservecl meat and fish (not salted), and 

jams and jellies, per dozen reputccl lbs., and in 
same proportion for larger or smaller contents
Two shillings. 
With regard to })reserved meat and fish, he 
clicl not anticipate that there would be any 
objection to the duty; because he thought 
that preserved fresh salmon and oysters came 
decidedly into the category of luxuries. .T ams 
and jellies were at the same duty as was 
charged in New South Wales and Victoria; 
and he did not consider that they were 
necessaries of life. 

l\1r. FooTE moved-
That "preserved meat ~.nd fish" be omitted. 

They were already sufficiently taxed. 
Mr. PETTIGREW: In South Australia and 

Victoria the duty on jams and jellies was 
protective. Here, there were not the same 
fruits as in those colonies which haLl a cooler 
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climate than that of Queensland. He did 
not care much about the meat and the fish ; 
but jams and jellies entered so much into 
the food of the people of this colony, espe
cially the residents in the bush, that the 
Treasurer might well give way and reduce the 
duty on jams--he did not care so much even 
about the jellies. 

The CoLONIAL Tm<:ASURFR : When he in
formed the committee that he Pxpected to get 
£7,000 from the items, he did not think t.he 
honorable member for Stanley would ask the 
Government to give up £3,500, which would 
be the effect of carrying his amendment. The 
duty was not large. 

Mr. PETTIGllEW : The fact was, one pound 
of buttPr would go farther than three tins of 
jam. lie wished to leave the duty on jams 
the same as it was now. 

Mr . .J. ScoTT said, the tax on jams very 
seriously affected tho people in the bush, 
though it was a very small matter to the 
people of Bris banc. .Jams and jellies were 
used in the bush medicinally. There was a 
great scarcity of vegetables in the distant and 
outlying districts, and the people used fruit 
preserves as the only substitute obtainable 
for vegetable food. It would be very unfair 
that the outside districts should be so hardly 
borne upon by this proposal. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER : 'l'here was 
another circumstance which should not be 
lost sight of, namely, that the Government 
had it in contemplation to enter into negotia
tions with the Governments of the other 
colonies for the mutual interchange of local 
products. The duty would enable the Gov
ernment to come to an arrangement, in time ; 
though, perhaps, it would be as well not to 
say much on the subject at present. 

Mr. FrTZGERALD: Would it not be better 
to make the duty ls., than to leave it at 2s. P 
It could not be much for the residents about 
Brisbane, who had plenty of fresh fish, fruit, 
and vegetables; but in the bush the people 
had no variety of food, and those the duty 
would tax too heavily. 

Mr. HoDGKINSON concurred in the remarks 
of the honorable members for Bowen and 
Springsure. 

The CoLONIAL TREASUllER was understood 
to say that the estimated revenue from the 
articles in the paragraph was £11,000. He 
hoped that the amendment would not be 
passed. The duty was simply for revenue, 
and imposed on articles of luxury. 

Mr. PETTIGllEW: If the price of the 
article was, by the duty, enhanced lOO per 
cent., he did not think the consumption 
would be anything like what it was at 
present. The increased price would tell 
greatly. As the Treasurer had stated that 
he was willing to meet the House in anything 
that was fair, he suggested that jams and 
jellies, at any rate, should be left as they 
were ; as the honorable member would not get 
revenue by raising the duty on them, at any 
rate. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER : In deference 
to the wish expressed, and in compliance with 
the terms proposed, the Government would 
be willing to leave preserved meats and fish 
at the proposed rate, and to lower jams and 
jellies to one shilling, I! e, therefore, asked 
]pave to withdraw his original motion, and to 
substitute, in lieu thereof, the following 
paragraphs:-

Preserved meat and fish (not salted), per dozen 
reputed pounds, and in the same proportion for 
larger or smaller contents-Two shillings. 

Jams and jellies, per dozen reputed pounds, 
and in the same proportion for larger or smaller 
contents-One shilling. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The CoLONIAL TREASURER next moved
Soda, soda crystals, per cwt.-One sl1illing. 
]\;fr. PECHEY moved that "flour" be in-

serted. The wheat.growing industry should 
be encouraged ; it should have the same 
encouragement as the cotton and the sugar
growing industries. Under those circum
stances, the farmers on the uplands of vVest 
Moreton and the Downs would make Queens· 
land independent of the wheat and flour of 
the other colonies. He had heard it said 
that this would be a tax on the poor man's 
loaf; but he held that it would be a pro
tection to the poor man, as it was the 
voor man who produced wheat. If taxa
tion was to be levied at all, it might as 
well be put on flour. There could be no 
such thing as smuggling with flour. The 
consumption of flour in the colony, in 1872, 
was equal to 852,000 bushels of wheat. The 
quantity of wheat produced in the colony 
was 48,000 bushels, the imports of wheat 
being 804,000 bushels. The Government 
might raise £25,000 of reyenue by this duty. 

Mr. PETTIGREW said he would like to 
support the motion of the honorable member 
for A ubigny, because he approved of the 
principle of it, and also because he believed 
that it would be necessary before very long 
to grow wheat in West More ton, as the 
cotton industry there was almost used up. 
But he thought the people were already 
sufficiently taxed, and as there was plenty of 
revenue, it was unnecessary to tax them any 
further. If, however, the honorable member 
had brought the question forward at an earlier 
period of the evening, before they dealt with 
other matters, he would have supported him. 

Mr. PECHEY pointed out that there was a 
number of items in the schedule yet to be 
disposed of, and he believed it would pay 
well if honorable members would leave some 
of them out, and adopt the duty he had pro
posed. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER said they had 
got through the most important items in the 
tariff, so far as revenue was concerned, 
and he agreed with the honorable member 
for Stanley, that considering the financial 
position o~ the country-and also tJ:e fact 
that the Government had been placed m even 
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a better position in that respect than they 
themselves proposed-they ought not to have 
£16,000 placed on the shoulder; of every man, 
woman, and child in the colony. He agreed 
with a great deal that had fallen from the 
honorable n1ember for Aubigny, .and that 
when they required further revenue, flour 
would be a very legitimate article for taxa
tion; but, under present circumstances, he 
did not think they ought to impose an atldi
tional tax of £16,000 on the people. 

The amendment was put and negatived, on 
division, by 20 to 3, and the original motion 
was then passed. 

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER moved
Gah·anizcel or corrugated iron, iron wirP, mtil~ 

and screws, iron castingo fur building purpoBes, 
paints (•n:c and dry), shot, leacl (white aml reel). 
per cwt., two shilling~. 

Q.uestion put and passeJ. 
The CoLONIAL TnEASURER moved
Pearl barley, rice, per cwt., three shillings. 

He said the duty on rice would produce 
about £3,000. It was the same rate as vms 
in force in New South \V ales. 

l\fr. FooTE moved, as an amendment
That pearl barky and rice be two sl1illings per 

cwt. 

The Hon. B. B. TviORETON moved, aH a 
further amendment-

That the word '' rice" be omitt eeL 

l\Ir. PETTIGUEW thought the item would 
stand very well as it. was. They had a lot of 
Chinamen and blackfellows in the colony, 
and this was the only way they could tax 
them. 

Mr. vV. ScoTT would support the amend
ment of the honorable member for Mary
borough. 

]\;fr. DICKSON thought some good argument~ 
ought to be adduced before they cut down 
items from whieh the Government expected 
to obtain revenue; because, by so tloing, they 
would diminish their resources. He did not 
want to see the surplus entrenched upon by 
anything, unless it was by something really 
necessary. 

The Hon. B. B. TvionETON would give 
his reasons for proposing the omission of rice 
from the item. This m·tiele was u:;c>cl to a 
very great extent as a vegetable in portions of 
the country where vegetable,; \Ycre not ]Jl'O

duccd ; and, as the revenue it proclnc<>d was 
small, there would be no material loss by the 
redudion he proposed. 

Mr. l'rTZGERALD hoped ihc lwnorablc tho 
Colonial 1'reasurer would allow this article> to 
go bar·k to the duty it had hitherto lH'cn liable 
to. It \>"liS looked upon. as a semi-luxury, 
especially by those who could not get vPg'e
tableH, and he hoped this would be acceded 
to. · 

way in which they could get anything out of 
Chinamen, was a very feeble one indeed. 
Chinamen, as far as his experience went, were 
large consumers of dutiable good~, and there 
was no reason why they should be singled out 

! as one of the races in this colony upon whom 
a tax, such as the one proposed, should be im
posed. 

The CoLONIAL TrmaSURER would point out 
that if rice were omitted altogether, the duty 

' on pearl barley would scarcely be worth col
lecting. 

The Hon. R. B. MoRETON moved that the 
whole item be omilted. 

J\Jr. vYALsH said that pearl barley was an 
article used to a great extent by invalids, and 
he therefore thought it ought to be omitted. 
He hoped the amendment would be carried. 

The amendruPnt was then put and nega
ti vccl, and the original motion >ms agreed to. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER moved the fol
lowing itPms :--

Acids, cordage, rope, and saltpetrt\ pe1·. ewt., 
four shillings. 

He ~aid the proposed duty on acids was ilw 
~ame as in New South \V ales ; and although 
it was true there was a great differencr 
in the 'l'alue of acids, the more valuable kinds 
were imported in sueh small quantities that 

; it was not worth while to make any exception 
so far as they were concerned. The duty on 
cordage and rope was the ;ame as in one of 
the other colonies, and it was very much les~ 
than the ad valorem rate. 

Question put aml passed. 
The CoLONIAL TREASURER moved-
Fish (picklecl ancl salted, in casks), ancl dried 

fish, five shillings per C\Yt. 

He said honorable members would observe 
that there was a considerable reduction in 
comparison with preserved and potted fish. 
This was intended to meet the views of those 
whose conscientious convictions prevented 
them from rating meat during certain seasons 
of the year. 

l\Ir. ·PETTlGREW said that the Colonial 
Treasurer stated the reason why the duty 
was proposed to be so small on these itemH 
was in order to assist the tender consciences 
of certain peo11le ; but he would point out 
that the propo~al would about double the 
duty. The value of a ease of ling was about 
twcnty-fivr shilling:>, and the present duty on 
that would be about two shillings and six
pence; but under the proposed rate it 110uld 
br five shillings. 

({uest.iou put and passed. 
The CoLONIAL TREASUREH moved
Cement, per barrel, two 'hilling". 

:Nir. -I YORY would support the motion of 
the honorable member for .i'\Iaryboruugh. He 
thought the argument of the honorable mem
ber for Stanley, who said this was the only ! 

.lHr. FrTZGERALD lhonght this was ratheru 
heavy tax. He understood that the value of 
a ea;k of cement in London was about seven 
or eight shillings, and the duty proposed was, 
therefore, something like twenty-five per cent. 
He had been told, on very good authority, 
that the invoice price at home was sen:n or 
eight shillings per· cask. 

L 
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An HoNORABLE MEMBER: Fifteen shil· I ing this item. What sarsaparilla had the 
quantity of spirit mentioned? lings. 

Question put and passed. 
The CoLONiaL TREASURER moved-
Doors and sashes, each, two shillings and six· 

pence. 
Mr. DICKSON thought sashes ought to be 

per pair; they were always invo,iced in that 
way. 
T~e CoLoNIAL 'l'REASURER agreecl to amend 

the 1tem as suggested. 
Question, as amended, put and passed. 
The CoLONIAL 'l'REASURER moved-
" Cm·riages (four wheels) each, ten pounds; (two 

wheels) each, five pounds." 

He said he was willing to accept an amend
ment making the duty £6 and £4 respec
tively. 

Mr. FrTZGERALD thought the honorablo the 
Treasurer should allow these articles to go 
back to ad valol'em duty. The proposed duty 
was very unfair. There was such a variety 
of carriages, and such a great difference in 
prices, that it would operate most unjustly. 
Carts also stood on the same footing. 

The CoLONIAL TnEASURER agreed to the 
suggestion of the honorable member. 

Question put and negatived. 
The CoLONIAL TREASURER moved
Carts, (four wheels) each, four pounds; 

wheels), two pounds. 

Question put and negatived. 
The CoLONIAL TREASUllER moved
Boats, per foot, overall, two aml sixpence. 

(two 

Ivir. PETTIGllEW asked to what kind of 
boats was this to apply ? Did it include ships, 
or steamers, or pulling, sailing, or fishing 
boats? 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER said the Cus· 
toms Act contained an interpretation of what 
was a boat, and that interpretation would, of 
course, be followed. 

Question put and passed. 
The CoLONIAL 'l'REASURER moved
Pianos, each, three pounds. 

Q~estion put and negatived without dis· 
CUSS!On. 

The CoLONIAL TnEASUllER moved
Iron tanks, earh, eight shillings. 
l\fr. vY. ScoTT RUg'gPstecl that these artir!Ps 

should come under the arl valorem duty, 
because the value would differ according to 
size. 

Question put and passed. 
The CoLONIAL TREASCllER moved
Castor oil, in casks, and other oils, turpentine, 

per gallon, sixpence. 

Question put and passed. 
The CoLONIAT, TREASURER moved-
SarE{tparilla (containing more tlum 25 per cent. 

of alcohol of a specific gravity of ·825 at the 
temperature of 60 deg1•ees Fahrenheit's ther
mometer), per gB,llon, ten shillings. 

Ivir. PETTIGREW would like the Colonial 
Treaaurer to givs some information respect· 

'l'he CoLoNIAL TREASURER said, the tax 
proposed was merely precautionary. At 
present, no sarsaparilla was imported contain
incr that amount of spirit; but if any should 
bo"imported of that quality, it would have to 
be paid for at the rate proposed. 

Question put and passed. 
The CoLONIAT, TREASURER moved
Sarsaparilla (not containing more than 25 per 

cent. of alcohol), per grrllon, fom shillings. 

Question put and passed. 
The CoLONIAL TREASURER moved that 

schedule B-
Machinery for mannfactnriug, agricultural, 

mining, and pastoral purposes, steam engines aml 
boilers, X cw Zealaml fiax, quicksilver, and salt-

stand part of' the Bill. ~ 
JVIr. STEWAHT moved, as an amendment, 

that the words" sawing and sewing machines" 
be inserted. He said these items were ap
parently omitted, and as they were not manu
factured in the colony, he thought they ought 
to he included. 

The CoLONIAL TnEASUREll said the Customs 
Act contained a clause which would cover 
both of these articles. 

Mr. STEW ART thought it would be better if 
i they were specifically-mentioned. 
' The amendment was then put and agreed 

to ; and the schedule, as amended, was rut 
and passed. 

The preamble having been put and passed, 
the Chairman, on the motion of the Colonial 
Treasurer, left the chair, and reported the 
Bill to the House, with amendments ; and the 
report having been adopted, the Bill was read 
a third time, and passed through its remaining 
stages. 




