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G Election of SpeakeJ•. [COUNCIL.~ The Governor's Speech. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Wednesday, 7 January, 1874. 

01)ening of the Session.-The Governor's Speech,-Leave 
of Absencc.-::\cw j\fember.-Address in Reply to the 
Governor's Speech.-lllinisterial Statement, 

OPENING OF THE SESSION. 
The House being assembled, at noon, 
His Excellency the G ovemor came m 

state to the Council Chum bcr, and was con­
ducted to the dais by the President and 
honorable members. 

A message was sent to the Legislative 
Assembly, requesting the attendance of the 
Speaker and honorable members, to hear the 
Opening Speech. 

'!.'HE GOYJ!]RNOR'S SPEECH. 
The Govm<NOR then delivered the follow­

ing Speech:-
" JIONORAJJLE GENTLEJillN OF TilE LEGISLATIVE 

CouseiL, AND GENTI.E:>IEN OF THE LEGIS-' 

LATIYE ASilE)IBJ,Y-

" I have very much pleasure in meeting, for 
the first time, the sennth Parliament of Queens­
land. 

" In conscquP1lC'C of the pa~sing of ' Tke 
Electoral Districts Act of 1872' the House of 
As,cmbly hua received a large ac1c1ition to the 
number of it., memb£'1'S, and as a consequence, 
the members of the Legislative C'ouneil have been 
proportionately increased; I trust that this Parlia­
ment will maintain the high eh:nactcr which has 
hitherto distinguishec1 the Parliaments of Queens­
land. 

" The eontinuecl improvement in the Public 
Revenue appears to r~nder a reduction of taxa­
tion both practicable' al1C1 desirable, and a proposal 
for the immediate abolition of the duty on all 
machinery and salt, and the gradual reduction 
ancl final extinction of the ad valorem duties on 
most of the articles now Sllbjoct to them will be 
submitted to you. 

"The neces:sity for the appointment of a third 
Judge to the Supremo Court has preEBed ibwlf on 
the attention of the Govemmcnt <luring the re­
cess, and a J3ill to authori,e such !1])pointment, 
regulate the salary of the J uclgos, an cl provide for 
the better conduct of the business of the Supreme 
Court will be laid before you ; you will also be 
::Bked to provide for a fourth J uclge, to be resi­
dent in the X orthern Districts of the Colony. 

"The inconveniences of the present building 
used as the Supreme Court, an cl the increased traffic 
aml noise in Queen street, rencler th0 erection of 
a bnilcling for the Courts of L11w in a more re­
tired po,ition desirable. A sum for that purpose 
has been placecl on the Estimates. 

"The Local Road Boards have been found to 
answer hO well, that the Government will feel 
justified in introclncing a measure to place them 
on a more permanent footing. 
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"The settlement o£ the country by a resiclcnt 
population has been steadily progressing through­
out the Settled Districts of the Colony ; and 
arrangements ha>e been made for maintaining an 
ample area of aYailable land open to selection, 
where>er the demand for it has been proved to 
exist. 

"A recent decision o£ the Supremo Court having 
declared it to be the law that the issue of titles 
to lands selected under ' Tlte Crown Lands 
Alienation Act of 1868' is entirely at the option 
of the Exe;uti>c, a Bill for the ::1ppointment of ::1 
Co1mnission to inquire into and decide upon 
claims to titles to bnd in cases of doubt or diffi­
culty will be l::1id before you. 

"'fhe Raihvays from Brisbane to Ipswich and 
from "\V cstwood towards the ::.I:Iackrnzic River ha>c 
been carried on very succc:;,fully under the system 
of small contracts, considering the limited amount 
of labor at the disposal of the engineers. ·when 
the works now in progress arc approaching com­
pletion, a scheme for aclditionallincs of rail and 
tramways in those districts which have not yet 
received their share of the exponcliture will be 
submitted to you. 

" Immigration from the Unit eel Kingdom and 
the Continent of Europe has been steadily pro­
gressing, ::1ncl you will find from returns which 
will be immediately laid before you, that more than 
the clue proportion of the Loan has been ex­
pended ; but seeing the demand for labor, ancl 
the rapidity with ·which all that has arriYed has 
been- absorbed, my Government have not ceased 
to impress on the Agent-General the necessity of 
sending out a regular and constant supply. 
Recent regulations in Germany will have the 
effect of stopping !'migration from there to a vm·y 
great extent ; but the Agent-General has been 
directed to turn hi; attention to N 01·thern Italy, 
from l!·hich country it is bcliovecl a largo number 
of suitable immigrants can be procured. 

· "The retirement o£ the Honorable John Bram­
slon from office has appeared to the Government 
an appropriate time for carrying out ::Ln intention 
they have long ent01·tainecl of making the offices 
of Aitorney-Gcncml ancl Crown Prosecutor non­
political; and the IIonorable Ratcliffe Pring has 
been appointed Attornoy-Gencml on that uncln·­
standing. 

"You will be a~kecl to pass a measure creating a 
Minister of J usticc, who must be a Member of 
the Executi>c and eligible for a scat in either 
House. 

" Our increasing commerce rem1ers it necessary 
to proviclo for additional accommodation for sllip­
ping in the Port of Brisbane"and aplH'Oved plans 
for carrying out this object, by utilizing the 
RescrYe at Petrie's Bight, ,,.ill be laid before you. 
Y on will also be as keel to ~auction plans for ex­
tending G,:o1·ge street to the rivc1', and for builcl­
iug Wharves from the point of intcrscetion to 

Harris' "\Vharf. This will not interfere with iho 
Botanical Gardens, but will render it necessary to 
erect a new Government House, for which you 
will be asked to pl'O>ide funds ; but I h::1vo no 
doubt that this expenditure will be more than 
recoupecl by the sale or leasing of wharfage ::1nd 
Sto1·e Sites, and the application of the present 
Government House to use ::Ls Public Offices. 

"GENTI.E:IIEN OF TIIE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY­

" The Estimates of Revenue ancl Expenditure 
for the year 187 4 an cl the usual Supplementary 
Estimates will be laid before you at once. 

"I am happy to have it in my power to inform 
you tl1at the financial operations of the past two 
years show a surphls of rcYenuc over cxponcli­
turc of about £2·10,000, after liquidating a 
previous defil'it of £56,000; the greater part of 
this surplus my Government arc prepared to 
recommend should be devoted to ihc carrying out 
of various public 'vorks, 'vhich would otherwise, 
following the usual course, be placed on loan. 

"HONORABLE GENTLEMEN AND GENTLE~fEN­

" A number of Bills on various subjects, inclu­
sive of a Gold Mining Bill, will be laid before 
you. 

" The establishment of a line of Mail Steamers 
through Tol'l'cs Straits, yesterday initiated by the 
departure of the ' Sun Foo,' will, I trust, add 
gren.t ::1ncl important benefits to onr commerce. 
All the papers connected with the Contract will 
be laid before you, and although I regret that the 
arrangement proposecl last session to make Bris­
bane the terminus of the line could not be carriecl 
out except at an unjustifiable expense, I feel 
,,atisfiecl that the present contract will prove of 
great importance to the Colony. 

" The agreement entered into at the Conference 
in January of last year between the Representa­
tives of New Zealand, Nmv South "\Yalcs, ancl 
Queensland, for the constrnctiop of ::1 Telegraphic 
Cable from Kimberley to Singapore, ::1nd from a 
port in New South \Yales to ::1 pOl't in New 
Zealand, has been rn,tifiecl by the Parlimncnts of 
Now Zealancl and Queensland, an cl now awaits 
the action of the Parliament of New South "\Vales 
which has been long delayed. 

"Our overland line to the Gulf, notwithstancl­
ing the hea>y flood~ which ha>c occurred since iis 
erC('tion, has been in almost daily nso. 

"Consequent on the reduction of Telegraphic 
Charge>~, a wry large increase in thr business of 
the Department 1m3 taken place. The receipts 
arc nearly equal to those before the reduction, 
ancl I luwo no doubt that as the adn1nbtgcs of 
this means of communication arc better under­
stood its use will become much more general. 
My Government propose :1 considerable extension 
of the present Lines ancl m1clitional wires on the 
main routes. 
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"I sincerly congratulate you on the continued 
prosperity of all our varied industries. The 
recent discoveries of magnificent lands on our 
Northern Coast Rivers suitable for the production 
of sugar and various tropical produce, and of very 
extensive gold fields on the Palmer and other 
rivers, and which discoveries are consequent on 
explorations undertaken under the auspices of 
my Government, are most satisfactory." 

His Excellency and suite having retired, 
and the Assembly having withdrawn, the 
House adjourned until three o'clock in the 
afternoon. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
The PRESIDENT announced that His Excel­

lency the Governor had granted leave of 
absence, for twelve months, to the Honorable 
J. C. Heussler. 

NEW MEMBER. 
The PRESIDENT announced the appoint­

ment of Archibald Berdmore Buchanan, 
Esquire, to be a Member of the Legislative 
Council. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY TO THE 
GOVERNOR'S SPEECH. 

The PRESIDENT acquainted the House that, 
for the greater accuracy, he had obtained a 
copy of the Speech which His Excellency 
the Governor had been pleased to deliver, 
and he read that part of it which was ad., 
dressed to both Houses of Parliament. 
. At a subsequent stage of the proceedings, 
and after a Bill had been read the first time, 
pro forma, in assertion of the privileges of 
the Council, 

The PosTMASTER-GENERAL moved-
That a Select Committee be now appointccl to 

consider and prepare an Address in Answer to 
the Governor's Opening Speech, and that such 
committee consist of the Honorablo G. Harris, 
the Honorable F. T. Gregory, the Honorable IV. 
Wilson, and the mover. 

Question put and passed. 
The Committee retired, and, on returning 

to the chamber, their report, embodying the 
]Jroposed Address, was presented. 

On the motion of the Hon. F. T. GREGORY, 
the report was read by the Clerk, as follows:-

"To His Excellency The :1\fost Honorable 
GEORGE AuGusrus CoNSTANTINE, Marquis 
of N ormanby, Earl of Hulgrave, Viscount 
Normanby, and Baron l\fulgrave of Mul­
grave, all in the County of York, in the 
Peerage of the United Kingdom; and 
Baron MulgraYe of New Ross, in the 
County of Wexford, in the Peerage of 
Ireland; a Member of Her Majesty's 
Most Honomble Privy Council, Governor 
and Commancler·in-Ohie£ of the Colony of 
Queensland ancl its Dependencies. 

")fAy IT PLEASE YouR EXCELLENCY-
" 1. \Ne, Her Majesty's loyal and clutiful sub­

jects, the Members of the Legislative Council of 

Queensland in Parliament assembled, desire to 
assure Your Excellency of our continued loyalty 
and affection towards the Person ancl Government 
of our Most Gracious Sovereign, and to tender 
om thanks to Yom Excellency for the Speech 
with which you have opened the present Parlia­
ment. 

" The mrious subjects brought before us by 
Your Excellency shall have our most serious con­
sideration. 

"We learn with satisfaction the continuecl 
improvement in the public revenue, ancl that in 
consequence a recluction of taxation appears to be 
practicable. 

"The steady settlement of the country, the 
progress made in the construction of new lines of 
railway, in telegraphic construction, ancl in the 
discoYery of new and valuable mining ancl agri­
enltmal land, are all matters of gratification, and 
om• attention will be given to the best means of 
promoting these various objects." 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT. 

The PosT:UASTER-GENERAL said : Horror­
able gentlemen-For certain reasons, which 
I will explain more fully to-morrow, my 
honorable colleague the Premier has thought 
fit to resign his office. I have, therefore, 
merely to move that this House do now 
adjourn till to-morrow at three o'clock. 

The Hon. H. G. SnrPSON : I rise to ask 
the ruling of the President, as to whether, 
the Address having been brought up and 
read at the table, it is correct and regular to 
adjourn the House without giving an oppor­
tunity to members to make their remarks 
upon it? 

The PRESIDENT : I apprehend that the 
member in charge of ,the Address having 
moved that it be read and be laid on the 
table, it is there for that member to take 
up ; or, if he does not do so, for any other 
member of the House who may wish to raise 
a debate upon it. It has now been read by 
the Clerk at the table, and it is before the 
House ;-it is for the House to deal with. 
But the question is, that the House do now 
adjourn. No amendment can be put to that 
motion, 

The Hon. H. G. SrMPSON: That bars--? 
The PRESIDENT : Yes. 
The Hon. H. G. Sr:uPSON : JYiy reason for 

rising is, that it appears to me that a slight, 
or disrespect, to the Governor might be 
implied in the circumstance that an Address 
to him should have been laid on the table 
and shelved, or not discussed. 

The PRE~IDENT : The Address is before 
the House and can be dealt with. But if 
the House now chooses to adjourn, it is quite 
competent to revive the Address or the con­
sideration of it when the House meets again. 

Question put and passed. 




