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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Tuesday, 24 J~tne, 1873. 

Personal Explanation. - Municipal Contracts Bill. -
Supply. 

PERSO~AL EXPLANATION. 
Mr. MAcDEVITT said he was desirous, with 

the permiEsion of honorable members, of 
making a short statement. Immediately before 
the rising of W ednestlay's sitting, in reply to 
a threat then made to him by the honorable 
the Speaker, that he would name him (Mr . 
.MacDevitt) to the House, he used language to 
that honorable gentleman of an irritating and 
personally offensive character. .l!'or this he 
wished to express to the House, and Mr. 
Speaker, his regret-a regret which, he could 
assure them, was entirely sincere. He did 
this, first, because he bel1eved that mere per­
sonality was always to be deprecated ; and, 
secondly, because it was unnecessary for the 
indignant resentment he had felt at a threat, 
which he considered then, and still considered, 
altogetht•r uncalled for. 

The SPEAKER said he felt grateful to the 
honorable member for the course he had 
adopted in apologising to himself and the 
House for the expression he used on the 
occasion referred to. He, and, he felt sure, 
the House, would cordially accept his apology. 

MUNICIPAL CONTRAC'rS BILL. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said he rose for 

the purpose of moving the second reading of 
a Bill to amend the Law relating to Con· 
tracts with Municipal Councils. The measure 
was, as honorable members would preceive, a 
very short one, and its only object was to 
relieve the Munici11al Councils of this colony 
from a disqualification which did not, he 
believed, exist in connection with similar 
bodies in any other part of the world. The 
section of the Municipal Institutions Act of 
1864 which had the effect of disqualifying all 
persons engaged or interested in any contract; 
connected with a Municipality, was prepared 
in the same language as a similar section in 
the Municipal Corporations Act of England; 
but that section had been found too harsh in 
its operation at home, and an amending Act 
was therefore passed. That amended Act 
had, he believed, been adopted in every other 
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colony except Queensland ; and in order to 
assimilate the law here with that in force in 
the other colonies, and in England-and in 
order to prevent aldermen, mayors, or audi­
tors from being harshly dealt with if they 
entered into contracts of certain kinds, this 
Bill was introduced. The whole pith of the 
measure was contained in the first clause, 
which was, in effect, that these gentlemen 
should not be disqualified if they entered into 
any lease or contract for the sale or purchase 
of land, or any agreement for such lease, sale, 
or purchase, or for the loan of money, or any 
security for the payment of money only. This 
clause would allow contracts of that class to be 
entered into. The second clause was a neces­
sary provision. It was to the effect that no 
member of a Municipal Council should be 
allowed to vote in any matter which came 
before the Council, in which he had, either 
directly or indirectly, any pecuniary interest. 
The remainder of the Bill provided for put­
ting an end to legal pro<Jeedings which might 
have been taken, or were now pending; and 
that no alderman, mayor, or auditor, who was 
now interested in any of the agreements or 
contracts allowed by the Bill, should have his 
seat declared vacant in consequence. With 
these remarks, he moved-

That the Bill be now read a second time. 

Mr. GRooM said he did not rise for the 
purpose of opposing the Bill, but in order to 
express his opinion that the Government 
ought to have come down with a general 
measure for the complete amendment of the 
present Municipal Act. That Act had been 
in force since 1864, and it was then copied 
verbatim et literatim from a Bill introduced in 
the Legislature of New South Wales by Mr. 
Cowper ; and although the measure was 
rejected by that colony, it was accepted by 
the Legislative Assembly of Queensland, and 
was now the law of the land. During the 
period it had been in force, about nine years, 
scarcely a session had passed without either 
a private member, or a member of the Gov­
ernment, being compelled to come down and 
ask the House to pass some measure for its 
amendment. He believed that he was correct 
in stating that about eighteen months ago it 
was the expressed intention of the honorable 
member at the head of the Government to 
introduce a more complete and comprehensive 
measure on this subject ; and that honorable 
gentleman solicited the members of various 
Municipal Councils to give their opinions as 
to the nature of the amendments they thought 
necessary. He therefore fully expected that 
that honorable gentleman would have intro· 
duced a more comprehensive and suitable 
Bill for the management of municipal institu­
tions generally. There was no doubt, as 
had been stated by the honorablethe Attorney­
General, that this disqualifying clause was 
not in force in any of the other colonies. It 
would be in t.he recollection of honorable 
members that a case occurred not very long 

ago in the city of Brisbane, which resulted in 
an alderman being unseated, because he had 
accepted a leaseunderthe Corporation. A ques­
tion also arose the other day about the lease 
being in his name ; and he thought that now 
the Attorney-General was perfectly justified 
in introducing this measure, in order to meet 
that and similar cases. He hoped that 
whatever Government was in power next 
session, their attention would, at an early 
portion of the session, be directed to the 
necessity for a new .Municipal Act. The 
present Act very much interfered with the 
successful working of municipal institutions ; 
and there was scarcely a clause of it that did 
not require improvement. 

The question was then put and passed, and 
the Bill was read a second time. 

SUPPLY. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER moved-
That the House resolve itself into a Committee 

of Supply. 
Mr. KrNG said he rose for the purpose of 

moving the Resolutions, of which he had pre­
viously given notice :-

1. That, in the opinion of this House, the flnan· 
cial condition of the colony is unsatisfactory, 
since, durmg a period of great prosperity, taxation 
is maintained at such an excessive height that no 
reserves are left to fall back on in case a period of 
depression should follow. 

2. 'l'hat, in the opinion of this House, it is de· 
sirable that provision should be made for a large 
reduction of taxation ;-the loss of revenue to be 
replaced by the income which may be derived 
irom the Crown lands, if freely opened for occu · 
pation. 

In moving these resolutions, it was his inten­
tion-for the convenience of deLate, and also 
in order to shorten the debate-:-to spea:k to 
them both at once ; but he had to request that 
they should be put to the House seriatim. 
It might, no doubt, be thought somewhat 
surprising that the financial position of the 
colony should be declared unsatisfactory by 
one of that party, which obstinately refused 
to believe, a short time ago, that the colony 
would never recover from the state of depres­
sion in which it then was. And it would be 
thought still more extraordinary that that 
party which maintained that certain expendi­
ture was requisite for the advancement of the 
country, should now find it necessary to pro­
test against extravagant expenditure; while, 
at the same time, the men who a few years ago 
believed only in the vitality of the country as 
one vast sheep-walk, and who refused to be- · 
lie>e that the position of the colony would 
authorise the expenditure of a comrmratively 
small sum to complete existing· lines of rail­
way, now, within two years of that iime, 
rushed into the most extravagant and unne­
cessary outlay for the completion of our rail­
ways, the construction of telegraphic cables, 
the establishment of mail routes, and, in fact, 
into the expenditure of a sum far in e:x:· 
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cess of anything they could previously 
have contemplated, or even thought of. 
But it was not his purpose in speaking to 
these resolutions to attack the sudden con­
version of the present Ministry to the 
principles of the Opposition. But it might 
be proper that the same party who had con­
tended that theconditionoftheeolonywas satis­
factory, that its vitality was uninjured: that 
its resources were sueh that, in a short time, 
prosperity would return-he maintained that 
it might be perfectly justifiable, and in keep­
ing with their views, to insist that, when in 
the height of prosperity, they should so 
regulate their expenditure that when a period 
of depression came upon them, they might 
not be found embarrassed or overwhelmed by 
the consequences of reckless extravagance 
during that prosperity. There were circum­
stances connected with the debt of Queens-

1and, and the manner in which that debt 
had accumulated ; and also circumstances 
connected with the manner in which the 
taxation of the colony had been managed, 
which were so extraordinary, and so unpre­
cedented, that they demanded the careful 
consideration of that House, and which ought, 
in his opinion, to be laid before the people of 
the colony, so that they might have an 
opportunity of passing a verdict on the finan­
cial rosition of the colony at the ensuing 
general election. In the first place he would 
make a few observations on the debt of the 
colony, and in doing so he would take the 
figures furnished in the table attached to the 
:Estimates for 1874. It there appeared that 
the public debt amounted to £5,253,286. 
That included the whole of the authorised 
loans, only a small portion of which had not 
yet been expended. But the colony stood 
committed to expenditure which would very 
much exceed that amount, because there was 
no doubt whatever that the works already 
initiated and commenced would not be com· 
plet~d without another loan. They might, 
however, take it that at present the debt of 
the colony, so far as the country was now 
called upon to pay for that debt, was 
£5,253,286. He would now compare this 
debt with the debts incurred by other 
colonies, and by more settled and populous 
countries. He found that, according to the 
return of the Registrar-General, the total 
Jlopulation on the 31st of December last was 
125,14fl, including Polynesians, Chinamen, 
and others ; and the present indebtedness of 
the colony, therefore, amounted to £42 per 
head. That was to say, that the whole of 
the people of this colony, numbering about 
125;000, were mortgaged to the public credi­
tors to the extent of £42 per head. The 
debt of New South \Vales, in 1871, amounted 
to £10,614,330, but the population being 
503,981, the indebtellncss per ·head was only 
£21 ls., or exactly half that of the debt of 
Queensland, when distributed over the popu­
lation. 1'he debt of Victoria in the same 
year, 1871, was £11,994,800, and the popula-

tion being 731,528, the amount per head was 
only £16 Ss. per head; whilst in South 
Australia the debt, in 1871, was £1,944,700, 
and the population being 185,626, the amount 
per head was only £10 9s., or, about one­
fourth that of Queensland. In Great Britain, 
which, he believed, was generally considered 
the most heavily taxed country in the world, 
the debt in 1871 amounted to £736,141,900, 
but there being a population of :31,817,l08, 
the amount per head was only £23 2s. 
That was the state of affairs in Great Britain 
-with an immense population, immense 
resources, and vast stores of accumulated 
wealth, the indebtedness of each member of 
the community scarcely amounted to more 
than one-half of the present debt of the 
people of Queensland. This, he thought, 
was a result which could not be considered 
satisfactory, unless, indeed, it could be shown 
that this debt had been incurred for the pur­
pose of works which would be reproductive­
that this enormous amount of money had 
been expended in such a manner that a 
greater return might ~c expect~d in the 
future. But he was afraid that this was-not 
the case. He did not think it could be shown 
that the debt of Queensland, or, at any rate, 
the greater part of it, had been incurred for 
the purpose of reproductive works, or in such 
a way as to increase the revenue in the future. 
Some works had certainly been reproductive 
to a certain extent-railways for instance; 
but he maintained that the expenditure con­
nected with those railways had been in the 
past, and was to be in the future, according 
to the estimates which had been laid before 
the House, very much greater than was 
necessary. He asserted that a large amount 
of money had been squandered, and was now 
being squandered, whi0h was quite unneces­
sary to render those railways effective, as 
reproductive works. While one-half the 
money was being spent on railways as repro­
ductive works, -the other half was being 
squandered for the purpose of purchasing 
constituencies and bribing individuals. 

HoNORABLE MEMBERS on the Government 
side of the House: No, No. 

Mr. KING : He certainly thought that the 
figures he had quoted would show that there 
was every reason for looking upon the debt of 
Queensland as a subject which required the 
gravest consideration. But if they looked, 
not only at the debt itself, but at the manner 
in which that debt had increased and was 
increasing, it would strike honorable mem­
bers as even more extraordinary. When the 
present Government took office in the begin­
ning of 1870, the debt of the colony was 
£3,021,186, while the population was 109,897. 
Tho indebtedness, therefore, at the end ofl869 
amounted to £27 9s. 9d. per head; and during 
the time the present Government had been in 
office it had increased to £42 per head, or 
nearly £15 per head on the whole population. 
In these three years the public debt had in­
creased £2,232,100, whilst the population 
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had only been increased by 15,249 persons. 
At the same ratio of increase of population, 
and the same increase of debt, it would 
require only three years longer of the present 
administration to launch the colony into 
hopeless insolvency. He thought, therefore, 
that the ratio of increase of debt, and the ratio 
of increase of population, was matter for the 
most serious consideration of the House. 
They were hound to examine carefully and 
to see whether there might not be some 
system found by which thP population of the 
colony might be increased more rapidly, and 
the debt kept within reasonable limits, so 
that the proportion of indebtedness might be 
diminished instead of increasing as at present. 
But he was sorry to say that he could not see 
any symptoms in the statement made to the 
Rouse by the honorable the Colonial Trea­
surer the other· night, or in the estimates 
before honorable members, of an attempt to 
rectify this unsatisfactory state of afl:airs, 
which had been brought about by the present 
Government. They had heard a great deal 
about a surplus-a surplus obtained, for the 
first time, during the administration of the 
present Government. 'l'hey had been told 
by the honorable the Colonial Treasurer that 
at the end of the present year, if his esti. 
mate should prove correct, there would be 
a surplus of £200,000 ; but looking at 
the Supplementary Estimates with which 
they had been furnished-Supplementary 
Estimates for J 872, £42,000 .; Supplemen­
tary Estimates for 1873, £119,000 ; and 
a Supplementary Loan Estimate of £44,000, 
which, together, made about £205,000, it was 
clear that this surplus would rapidly dis­
appear. It was not proposed to charge the 
Supplementary Estimates for 1872 and 1873 
against the Loan Account, so that there would 
be about £162,000 to come out of this antici­
pated surplus of £200,000; and as it was 
:erobable that we should have Supplementary 
Estimates, No. 2, for 1873, that would swamp 
the whole of the difference between the 
:::upplementary Estimates now before the 
House and the surplus of £200,000 anticipated 
by the honorable the Colonial Treasurer. In 
addition to this, they had a Supplementary 
Loan Estimate of £44,000. This was the 
beginning of a new loan, and it fully 
corroborated vrhat he had before stated-that 
the ~orks now in progress would require a 
much larger expenditure than was now 
contemplated before they were completed. 
If they wanted corroboration of that, they 
could find it in the fact that the Government 
came forward at this early period-in le'ss 
than twelve months after the last Loan Act­
and asked the House to sanction the expendi­
ture of this £44,000, on account of a new 
loan to be taken at some future time. Now, 
having in view these facts, and the further 
serious fact that the revenue was decreasing 
in some most important particulars, he did 
not think that this House should be dissolved 
without giving some expression of opinion on 

the financial administration of the colony. 
He believed that this question of financial 
administration was one of the greatest ques­
tions that could possibly be raised at the 
present time in this colony. Financial depres­
sion, and all its unfortunate consequences, 
had been severely felt throughout Queensland. 
It was felt during the year 1866, when, 
owing to the pressure of adverse circum­
stances, and owing to the collapse of the 
public works, and to the actual insolvency of 
the Treasury, a large portion of the. colonists 
of Queensland, who had been brought to our 
shores at·great expense, were forced to fly to 
the other colonies to there find an opportunity 
of earning their living, which they could not 
find here. Ever since that time we had 
been struggling against the results which had 
sprung from that commercial panic, and also 
against those who took advantage of that 
panic and the distress which accompanied it, 
and held it up as a reason, and argued upon 
it as a ground, why the colony should not pass 
beyond the position in vrhich it was then left. 
n was therefore extremely desirable that the 
financial affairs of the colony ~hould be care­
fully managed; that our expenditure should 
be so limited, and our resources so vrell cal­
culated, and that they should be so justly 
balanced, that no similar deficiency-no similar 
insolvency-should ever overtake us again. 
And, as he had said before, it was the 
duty of the House to see, during a period 
of great prosperity, that preparation should 
be made for any depression which might 
follow. At the present time, as his first reso­
lution stated, although we were in a most 
prosperous condition, taxation was maintained 
at the same height to which it was forced, 
most unwillingly, when the ordinary sources 
of revenue failed. When it was found that 
our revenue was falling off to a serious extent, 
recourse was had to unprecedented and severe 
taxation to enable us to meet our engagements 
and pay the interest on the public debt. A 
high tariff was adopted as a desperate remedy 
for a desperate disease. It was adopted for 
the purpose of raising money by any means, 
so that we should be able to pay the interest 
on our debentures. They were told that 
unless something were done to raise the 
revenue to the highest possible pitch, the 
interest on our debentures would not be paid, 
and Queensland vrould be dishonored in the 
markets of the world. To avoid the disas­
trous consequences which would follow from 
that, thev sanctioned taxation to an extent 
which, he believed, was unprecedented and 
unparalleled in the history of Parliamentary 
government. They increased the amount of 
the Customs duties to such a degree, that, 
compared with the other colonies, they vrere 
unprecedented. In t)ueensland, in 1872, 
with a population of l25,HG persons, the 
amount of revl'nue received through the 
Customs was £403,641, or £3 il,s. 6d. per 
head. He had not been able to get all the 
returns from the other colonies for 1872, and 
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he would therefore have to make use of those 
for 1871. The Customs revenue of Victoria, 
where the tariff VIas of a highly protective 
nature, during 1871 amounted to £2 Os. 3!d. 
per head. In i\ew ~outh Wales, in 1871, 
the Customs duties yielded revenue equal to 
£1 14s. 1M. per head. In South Australia, 
in 1872, the Customs duties amounted to 
£1 His. lld. per head ; and in Great Britain 
the same class of duties amounted to only 
12s. 9o}d. per head. To show more clearly 
the disparity between the method we had 
adopted of raising revenue, and that 
adopted in other colonies, he would take 
a varallel case between Queensland and 
South Australia. In Queensland, in 1871, 
the total revenue VIas about £799,000, and 
in South Australia during the same year 
the total revenue amounted to £778,000, so 
that there was only a difference of £20,000 
between the two; but, whilst in Queensland 
tlie amoimt received from customs duties was 
nearly one-half the total revenue, the amount 
received from the same source in South Aus­
tralia was scarcely one-fourth of the total 
revenue. H.e had not gone into the question 
of customs duties in Great Britain, because 
it was well known that there the customs 
revenue was small in provortion to the total 
revenue of the country. But he thought it 
fair to draw a contrast between South Aus­
tralia and Queensland, because the position 
of these two colonies was in so many respects 
similar. They were nearer together in point 
of population than any of the other colonies, 
and they resembled each other in the vast. ex­
tent of territory they possessed ; and they 
found, on comparing the customs revenue of 
these places, that that of South Australia 
was, in proportion to population, only one­
half of that of Queensland. It should also 
be borne in mind, in dealing with this ques­
tion, that excessive taxation had a most in­
jurious effect in limiting and checking the 
development of trade. By placing excessive 
burdens. on the people-such as a tax amount­
ing to £3 4s. 6d. per head for customs duties 
-they were not simply robbing the people of 
that amount, but they were diminishing the 
trade of the colony, and also the capacity of 
that trade to give employment to the people. 
If the trade of Queensland were relieved 
from these excessive burdens in the shape of 
taxation, it would not be at all extraordinary 
-in fact, he felt fully justified in saying that 
that trade would be much larger in a very 
short time than it was now ; and, of course, 
the increase in trade would be followed by 
the employment of a very large number of 
persons who were not now employed, and by 
this means the advancement of the colony 
would be materially assisted. The people 
would not be so heavily taxed, and there 
would be abt:ndant means of employment for 
a much larger population than was now in 
the colony. He hardly thought it necessary 
to quote instances to show that it was expe­
dient that a reduction in taxation should be 

made. When an excessive tax was imposed 
for a particular purpose, that tax should ·be 
repealed as soon as the occasion which called 
it into existence had passed away. 

HoNORABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear. 
.Mr. KING: They had repeatedly seen this 

in Great Britain. A tax was imposed for a 
partieular purpose-such as for carrying on 
a war, or to meet some expenditure of an un­
usually heavy nature-and as soon as the 
occasion had passed away, the tax was taken 
off. This was frequently the case with regard 
to the Income Tax. Whenever there was war, 
or anything in the way of extraordinary 
expenditure required that tax was immedi­
ately increased ; but as soon as the occasion 
which demanded that unusual taxation had 
passed away, the tax was again taken of!:. 
But, apart from the question of the Income 
Tax, they found that during the last fifteen 
years there had been a very large amount of 
taxation removed in Great Britain, solely for 
this reason : that as the prosperity of the 
country increased, the revenue increased 
with it, and it had, therefore, become possible 
to remove taxation insteacl of increasing the 
outlay. It appeared that all we thought of 
here was to increase the outlay. \Ve were a 
most prosperous colony ; we had a most 
flourishing revenue; and the proposition now 
submitted to the House and the country was 
to increase the outlay in proportion to the 
increase of revenue-to swallow up the re­
mainder of the revenue, however large it 
might be, in unnecessary expenditure. But 
what he asked was, that in place of pursuin~ 
this course, and increasing our outgoings, 
they should take advantage of the increase 
in the revenue to reduce taxation. The table 
he was about to quote would show that that 
was the position taken up by the Govern­
ment of Great Britain between the years 
1857 and 1872. During the fifteen years 
embraced by this period, taxation had been 
repealed in the United Kingdom to the extent 
of £42,738,284. But some of these taxes 
were only repealed for the purpose of the 
imposition of others bearing more justly on 
the general public, and the taxes imposed 
amounted to £15,672,24.6, leaving a balance 
of taxes repealed and actually done away 
with in the course of fifteen years, amounting 
to £27,066,038. He thought, as he believed 
had often been pointed out, that the safest 
course for the Legislature of Queensland to 
pursue was to follow in the tracks of the 
United Kingdom; and he thought they could 
not do better than follow the practice of that 
country in our financial policy, because that 
was one of those matters in which they had 
the advantage of brge experience, which we 
had not. Their financial policy had been 
tested by the experience of two hundred 
years continuously ; and they had maintained 
n debt, which v.-as until recently, if not now, 
the heaviest national debt in the world, 
tltron()'h the whole of that time without dis­
honol;7 and without being made a grievous 
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. burden on the people. And they found that 
the financial policy of those charged with the 
administration of the affairs of that great 
country was not, in a period of prosperity, to 
even apply a surplus for the purpose of paying 
a portion of the public debt, much less to in­
crease expenditure so as to bring it on equality 
with the income; but when they had a large 
surplus in hand, what they immediately did 
was to undertake the reduction of taxation. 
It was a fact, acknowledged by statesmen in 
the United Kingdom, that by a reduction of 
taxation they increased the general wealth of 
the country, which was reserved to draw upon 
at some future time when they found it 
necessary. This system was the very reverse 
of ours at the present time. As he ll'ld 
expressed in the resolution, our taxation was 
now so high that we had nothing to fall back 
on in case any emergency arose. They had 
a ten per cent. ad valo1·em duty, and it would 
be impossible to still further increase the 
taxation of the country. They had unfinished 
railways on hand; and, supposing they found 
it impossible to borrow money-supposing 
another period of depression occurred-that 
colonial produce was again depressed as it 
was a few years ago, and that it was again 
necessary to impose fresh taxation to prevent 
the dishonor of our debentures-where was it 
possible to put that taxation on P Would 
anyone say that the revenue would be 
increased by raising the acl valorem duty to 
twenty per cent. P On the contrary, he was 
convinced that it would result in a diminution 
of the revenue. He was at a loss to know 
where the honorable the Colonial Treasurer 
would look for this fresh taxation. The 
people were now taxed up to the utmost 
farthing they could bear ; and he maintained 
that it was the duty of the Government, in 
the present tJrosperous state of the country, 
to make provision to reduce taxation, in order 
that they might, in time of depression, have 
a reserve to fall back upon. In the second 
part of the resolution he had stated that the 
loss to the revenue resulting from the reduc­
tion of taxation should be recouped to the 
Treasury by O_]Jening up the Crown lands for 
occupation. There could be no doubt that a 
large revenue might be derived from the 
Crown lands of the colony, if the Government 
turned their attention to this as a source of 
revenue. To give some idea of how the 
Crown lands of Queensland were managed at 
the present time, he would read some returns 
for the information of honorable members. 
In 1872, according to the published estimates, 
the total Crown lands revenue of the colony 
was £331,633. In New South Wales, which 
was a smaller territory, in the same year, the 
revenue from that sourc·e was £841,580. In 
Great Britain, where the1·c were scarcely any 
Crown lands. at all, whore the Crown lands 
were almost nominal, the revenue in 1872 
amounted to £375;000, or £44,000 more than 
the same revenue in Queensland. He 
thought these returns were sufficient to show 

that the Crown lands of this colony were not 
administered upon the same principle on 
which they were dealt with in other countries. 
They were not dealt with for the purpose of 
raising revenue. In speaking on this question, 
he must call the attention of the House to the 
fact, that small as this revenue now was, 
£33_1,000, there was a great probability that 
it would be seriously diminished very soon. 
He foimc1 that a diminution had already taken 
place in the land revenue during the past year. 
'l'he estimated land revenue for 1873 was 
only £30,000 less than the revenue of 1872, 
and he found that the same revenue for 187 4 
was only estimated at about £10,000 more 
than 1873. It might be said, and he admitted 
that there was some justice in it, that the 
land revenue had been swelled to a large 
amount by applications for minerallancls, but 
they could not expect that revenue to be 
maintained at the same height in future 
years. There were other items in which a 
diminution had only commenced, and in 
which it must become more serious as time 
went on. He found a diminution in the rents 
under the Act of 1866 of £4,500 for 1873, 
and a further diminution of £500 for 187 4. 
Then, this revenue would come to a close 
altogether after the close of next year. It 
was not a permanent revenue, and that was 
also the case with the rents under the Acts of 
1868 and 1872. The revenue derived from 
the rents under the Act of 1868 would cease 
altogether in 1878, and a great portion of it 
might cease long before that, because there 
was a provision in the Act by which the whole 
of the purchase money of land taken up under 
it, might be paid up after a certain period of 
occupation. He presumed that a considerable 
portion of those rents had already been paid ; 
because he found that in 1873, the diminu­
tion in the revenue amounted to £19,629. He 
also found, that even counting the revenue 
which was expected to arise from the Home­
stead Areas Act of 1872, the estimated 
revenue for 1874, for rents under those Acts, 
was not equal to the rents which were actually 
received in 1872. It was plain, therefore, 
that our land revenue was falling off. They had 
also been told by the honorable the :Minister 
for Lands, that day, that the Government did 
not intend to provide further land for occupa­
tion during the present session, and, under 
these circumstances, fresh applications for the 
purchase of land could not be maintained at 
the same rate that they hacl been coming in 
hitherto. They had been dropping off, and 
would continue to drop off until more land 
was thrown open for occupation. When that 
would be was indefinite, if the policy of the 
present occupants of the Treasury benches 
was maintained. As he had before stated, 
these payments l'muld come to an end in 
1878, and they would then have to face the 
fact, if the present policy of the Government 
were maintained, that nearly the whole of 
the land revenue would be gone, and they 
would have nothing whatever to replace it. 
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These statements, and these figures, which 
he had taken from the Estimates, clearly 
proved the necessity of providing a large 
area of land open for occupation in every 
district in the colony. As a matter of simple 
justice to the people of Queensland, every 
man desirous of purchasing land should be 
able to get it; but as a financial necessity at 
the present time, the land revenue should not 
be allowed to diminish any further than it 
was now diminished. On the contrary, so 
far from a diminution being allowed to take 
place, the land revenue should be increased 
in such a manner that by that means they 
would be able to make a considerable reduc­
tion in taxation. This was a question which 
would strike the people of Queensland. 
Stripping away from matters of finance and 
taxation all the blinds by which they were 
surrounded, it would be seen that the people 
of the colony were taxed to the extent of 
£3 4s. 6d. per head through the Customs 
department, in order that the Crown lands 
of the colony might be kept in the hands of 
a few persons of a certain class, who were 
making immense profit out of them. These 
lands, if thrown open to the public, would 
supply the colony with a princely revenue. 
No colony in the Australian group would for 
a moment allow such a means of revenue to 
be at their feet without making use of it ; 
but, because some few men were making a 
large profit out of it, it was tabooed, and 
when the Treasurer required a revenue he 
would have to look elsewhere for it. They 
were told that the proper place for the people 
was in the towns ; that they should go into 
the towns and work, and raise a revenue by 
taxing themselves, and by paying customs 
duties unprecedented anywhere else in the 
world, in order to provide a revenue, and 
thus enable these men to occupy the best 
lands of the country for a mere nothing, and 
make their fortunes out of them. Now, 
he thought it was quite time that this 
question was put fairly before the House, 
and before the people of Queensland, 
as between the squatters and the inha­
bitants of the colony. Here was a squat­
ting Government enforcing a customs tax 
of £3 4s. 6d. per head on the people, 
in order that the pastoral lessees of the 
Crown might be able to enjoy their runs rent 
free ; for the paltry sum they paid was no 
rent at all-it was a mockery .. Honorable 
members were informed last week by a mem­
ber of this squatting Ministry, that a run 
held by an honorable member on the Opposi­
tion side of the House-not a first class run, 
or anything like Jimbour, J ondaryan, Ea ton 
Vale, or other crack runs on the Darling Downs 
-was worth six times the rent the lessee was 
paying for it, and that honorable member, who 
was a squatter, and a Minister of the Crown, 
had a right to know the value of the run re­
ferred to. He said, at the same time, that he 
would pay six times the rent for it that the 
present lessee paid, if he could get it ; and if 

that run, which was not one of the crack runs 
of the colony, was worth six times the rent 
that was now being paid for it, what must be 
the value of other runs on the Darling Downs, 
and in the W arrego, and other first class dis­
tricts? Why they must be held for less than 
one twentieth of their value, while, at the 
same time, the revenue which ought to be con­
tributed by these runs, was being raised by 
heavy customs duties levied on the people. 
Now, he maintained that they had a right to 
protest, and his object in moving these reso­
lutions was to protest for himself, and on be­
half of his constituents and the country, 
against being any longer taxed, as men who 
were bound by the sweat of their brows to 
raise a revenue which was to be appropriated 
to enable honorable gentlemen opposite to 
hold their runs for nothing, or next to nothing. 
·what benefit did the people derive from the 
present system? None whatever. They were 
kept off the land in the first place, and this in 
itself was an outrage, because the land be­
longed to the people ; and whether they 
resided in towm, in the interior, or anywhere 
else, they had a right to occupy it if they 
desired to G.o so. First of all, they were. 
kept off the land-treated as trespassers­
forbidden to occupy it or cultivate it-and 
then they were taxed to make up for the loss 
of revenue occasioned by that proceeding. 
In the first instance, they were injured, as 
well as insulted, by being kept off the land ; 
and then they were still further injured and 
insulted by being told that the land could not 
be opened for sale, because H was required 
by honorable gentlemen opposite, who would 
not, therefore, allow it to be sold, and that 
they must make up the revenue by heavy 
taxation, which would otherwise be derived 
from those lands. What were the further 
results of this squatting system the people 
were taxed to maintain ? One of the great 
advantages the Australian colonies afforded 
in the eyes of English emigrants was the 
cheapness of living, and especially of animal 
food. Nothing had done more good to these 
colonies than that impression. The belief 
entertained by working men at home that, by 
coming to Australia, they would be always 
certain of employment, and that they could 
feed their families on good wholesome food 
for far less than ever they could hope to do it 
for in the United Kingdom, had been 
one of the greatest inducements to them to 
emigrate to these colonies. At home, they 
were not always sure of work, but here 
employment was certain at all times, and, at 
all events, they could get cheap meat. This 
cheap meat had, he believed, done more to 
induce emigrants to come to Queensland 
than all the labors of our ]<:migration Agents. 
But what did they find now P 'l'hey found 
that we were losing that great advantage­
that great inducement to people to come to 
Queensland. The price of meat had risen 
considerably, and it promised, at no distant 
date, to be nearly as high as in the United 
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Kingdom. What, then, would they have to 
offer to emigrai,Jts to induce them to lea>e 
their homes, and all their associations, and 
come sixteen thousand miles to an unknown 
country, where, perhaps, they did not know 
a single individual, and where the cost 
of li>ing would be just as great as in 
.England? This was what would result 
from this great increase in the price of meat, 
which was entirely due to the prPsent ob­
noxious system of squatting. It was due to 
the fact that under the present land laws, as 
now administered, the rearing of stock was 
confined to one particular class in the com­
munity. He maintained that such a thing 
had never been heard of before. Such an 
audacious idea had never before struck the 
brain of any man, except men who had been 
reared as these Australian squatters had been 
reared-to consider themselves the absolute 
rulers of the country, and the only class 
worthy of consideration. They had lH'ard 
of monopolies being granted in England in 
the time of the Tudors and in some conti­
nental countries, by which the supply of food 
was limited to certain individuals for their 
profit; but, he would ask, did it ever enter 
into the brain of any man to make a monopoly 
of the breeding of sheep and cattle-to say 
that only one class in the community should 
be privileged to breed sheep and catth? And 
yet this was what they were told was the case 
under the present system of squatting in this 
colony. They had been told by the honor­
uble the Premier that they should not have 
a system of frE'ehold grazing farms, because 
it would be only putting out one squatter to 
}Jut in another. That honorable gentleman 
appeared to think that only squatters should 
be allowed to breed stock, and he would not, 
thereforE', take the land they now held from 
them in order to give it to others who would 
also breed stock upon it. The squatting 
party had, to some extent, acknowledged the 
agricullural interest. If a man were satisfied 
with a small portion of land for the purposes 
of cultivation, he mi~;ht have it, but not for 
the rearing of stock, because that was a sacred 
right of' the squatters of Queensland, and it 
was not by any means to be thrown open to 
the people who would carry on the same 
business on fioeehold land. But he contended 
that as a me~sure of justice to the people, 
they were entltled to have the lands of the 
colony thrown open for their use-that they 
should be at liberty to enter upon those lands, 
to purchase them from the Government at the 
upset price, or on reasonable terms, and to 
occupy them in whatever way they ple:tsed; 
whether for the breeding of sheep or cattle, 
or the cultivation of crops. That was, how­
ever, a matter which might be more properly 
argued on the Land Bill, but he was com­
menting on it in its bearing on the financial 
position of the colony. He maintained that, 
for the purposes of revenue, the Urown lands 
of the colony should be opened; but if honor­
able gentlemen opposite said they should not 

be open for that purpose, he would not now 
insist upon tlu1t qnestion. But he maintained, 
that if these gentlemen occupied the lands of 
the colony, thC'y should not throw on the 
shoulders of the community at large the bur­
den of providing revenue which might be 
derived from those lands, which they ht'ld for 
their private benefit. He asserted that the 
present customs duties, amounting to £3 4s. 6d. 
per head, was only in another shape paying 
the rent of the lands held by the pastoral 
tenants of the Crown; and that the honorable 
the Colonial Treasurer, in his Estimates for 
next year, instead of putting down " Customs 
revenue, £570,000," should insert " Hents of 
Crown lands, obtained by means of customs 
duties." If the Crown lands of the colony 
were dealt with hone;;tly and impartially, they 
might be placed in a position to do away with 
the ad valorem and other customs duties en­
tirely, and open our ports as free ports to the 
whole world. We would be able to derive 
our revenue solely and entirely from our 
lands. Give ihe people free land and the 
free right to go upon the land. That was 
the ticket for Queensland. Give us free 
land, and we would find funds out of that 
land which would enable us to open our 
ports to the trade of the whole world. 
\Vhen that free trade came in, and when the 
people who eame in along with that free trade 
found that there were lands upon which they 
could immediately settle, it would be found 
that there was no occasion to have an Agent­
General preaching at home to doubtful listen­
ers. With free trade, open lands, cheap 
provisions, and. reduced taxation, they would 
have thousands of men coming to the colony; 
not men requiring the colony to pay their 
passage money, but men who would come to 
settle upon the lands, and who would bring 
morwv with them to assist in developing the 
resou-;.ces of the colony. 'Why, every Engiish­
man desired to have a chance of getting land 
of his own. Every b:nglisman was desirous 
of being freed from that which every English­
man abhorred more than anything else-the 
visits of the tax gatherer. Let the colony 
have free trade, and do away with the 
obnoxious duties altogether; and he con­
tended that, in the present state of t11 e 
revenue, they were entitled to a reduction of 
taxation. And if they were met by the 
honorable the Treasurer saying that he could 
not afford it, why, thPn he would say, Take 
an equivalent out of the Crown lands of 
the colony, which were now held at a nominal 
charge for the benefit of only a few persons, 
In conclusion, he begged to move the resolu­
tions standing in his name. 

Mr. HANDY thought that perhaps an early 
enunciation of his views on the resolutions 
which had just been put, might ha>e the 
c:fi'ect of shortening the debate, and he there­
fore took that early opportunity of stating 
what course he intended to pursue if the 
amendment was pressed to a division. In 
stating his views he could not help referring 



Supply. [24 JuNE.] Supply. 293 

to the last fortnight's debates in that House-. 
He remembered the vote of want of confi­
dence being prop.osed, and also that on last 
vV ednesday night three or four honorable 
members of the Opposition had, without the 
coment of their leader or ex-leader. persisted 
in obstructing the business of the House ; and 
now another apparent attempt was made for 
the same purpose. He could not do more at 
the present time than to say that his inten­
tion was to vote against the amendment. 
When he considered the position of the 
honorable member who moved that amend­
ment-that he was not the leader of his 
party, or even the ex-leader, but only 
about the fifth spoke in the Opposition 
wheel-he thought the honorable member 
should have left it to some more impor­
tant membt-r of the Opposition to bring 
forward such a proposition as that he had 
made, especially as that was the second 
time the honorable member had obstructed 
the public business. He recollected that last 
session, because that very honorable member 
could not get something he wanted himself, 
he walked out of the House and left the 
Opposition for two whole months to fight 
their battles without him. Yet now, the 
honorable member was going before the leader 
of his party and the ex-leader, and was pre­
suming to dictate to the whole House what 
they should do. He (Mr. Handy) for one, 
would not have it, and the honorable member 
understood his meaning. The honorable 
member was one of the four or five vrho 
obstructed the whole business on the previous 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, who pre­
vented ·any business being done on those days, 
and he would ask him, what were his motives 
now?-for the honorable member must have a 
motive. There must be something at the 
bottom, besides delivering himself of a grand 
speech which he hoped to have reported, so 
that it might go before his constituents. 
There was one thing to be considered, that 
the Education Bill was coming on, and per­
haps the honorable member wished to ob­
struct the ex-leader of the Opposition, 
and all other honorable members who 
wished to have that measure passed, until 
the House was dissolved, so that that question 
should be made a political and party one at 
the general election. Now he (Mr. Handy), 
for one, did not want to see that question 
made an electioneering party questwn, and 
he had stood out agmnst that from the 
beginning. The honorable member was only 
trying to throw dust in the eyes of the public, 
and was evading that question, or why did he 
and others keep up the House all night last 
week P \Vhy had not the honorable member 
then have accepted the proposition made by 
the honorable member at the hPad of the 
Government, seconded by the honorable mPm­
ber for :Fortitude V alley, and supported by 
the leader of the honora ble member's vartv, 
so that the business of the country might go 
on P An offer had been made by the honorable 

gentleman at the head of the Government 
that the Education Bill should take prece­
dence on Thursday last--

The SPEAKER: The honorable member 
cannot refer to a 'question which is to come 
on as an Order of the Day. 

Mr. HANDY: He wished to say that an 
offer had been made that if privatP members 
would forego their business, the Education 
Bill should take precedenee ; but the horror­
able member and others had obstructed the 
business so that it could not come en. If the 
Education Bill had been allowed to commence 
on Thursday last--

Mr. MILES: Question. 
The SPEAKER : The honorable member is 

out of order in referring to an Order. of the 
Day lower down on the business paper. This 
is not the time to refer to it. 

Mr. HANDY: tbe business of the country 
had been obstructed most decidedly by the 
persistency of three or four honorable mem­
bers of the Opposition, without the consent 
of their leader, or ex-leader, and in conse­
quence of that, most important business had 
been shelved for the past week. Another at­
tempt was now made by the honorable mem­
ber for Wide Bay for no other purpose than 
to shelve the education question, and for that 
reason, if for no other, he should vote against 
the amendment. Before the House met at 
all, he stated publicly that he would not join 
any party or any vote of want of confidence 
until that .bill became law, nor did he intend 
to do so. 

'l'he CoLONIAL TREASURER : The horror­
able member for Wide Bay had requested 
the House that evenin12: in a very elaborate, 
and no doubt, well prepared speech, to agree 
to certain resolutions he had brought forward, 
but he was quite certain that the honorable 
member never expected that his speech would 
influence a single member when he made it. 
He thought it must be quite evident to the 
House, what the honorable member's motives 
were in making that speech; it was quite 
evident on the face of it, that it was an elec­
tioneering adllress upon which the honorable 
gentleman intended to go to his constituents 
now that a genPral election was close at hand. 
Of course the House could not object to have 
its time taken up in the delivery of such 
speeches, if honorable members thought pro­
per to make them there instr·acl of in their 
constituencies. In referring briefly to the 
honorable member's speech, he must say at 
the outset, that there was scarcely a word or 
an argument in it that he could not alto­
gether disprove, and with which he did not 
thoroughly disagree. He thought he might 
safely say that he had never heard a speech 
in tbat House which was more fraught with 
incorrect arguments, false logic, and basclPss 
assertions, than the one just delivt>red by ihe 
h{lnorable member. He thought it would be 
difficult for anv other honorable ml'mller 
than the honorable member for Wide Bay 
to address such a speech to the House, 
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because it required a great deal of self­
assurance for an honorable member to 
deliver an address containing arguments 
which he must know could not be accepted 
by that House. He would do the honorable 
member the justice to say that he was one of 
the most strong-minded members of that 
Assembly. Now, the honorable member had 
attempted to delude the House from a rea­
sonable course of argument on the subjects 
he had brought forward before that Assembly 
for its consideration, by endeavoring to show 
that the position of the colony in regard to 
taxation, and the conduct of public affttirs, 
was thoroughly opposed to the state of things 
in Great Britain, and that therefore they 
must necessarily be pursuing a wrong line of 
action in not following closely in the foot­
steps of the mother country. He would ask, 
however, whether there could be the slightest 
analogy drawn for one moment between the 
position of this young colony and that of 
Great Britain. The honorable gentleman also 
drew an analogy between the public debt of 
Great Britain and this young colony, for­
getting, that here, the Government were 
obliged, for obvious reasons, to spend a large 
sum of money annually in improvements, for 
making the country habitable-which it was 
not necessary to spend in Great Britain­
such as railways and other large public 
works. Neither, as regarded taxation, was 
there the slightest ana:fogy between Great 
Britain and this colony, because it was a 
notorious fact that in all colonies the taxation 
was higher per head-necessarily so-than 
in Great Britain. Yet such was the style of 
argument brought forward by the honorable 
member to induce honorablc members to 
alter the course which he (the Colonial 
Treasurer) was certainly satisfied they in­
tended to pursue, namely, that there should 
be no alteration in taxation in the present 
state of the colony. 

Mr. KING: How about the salt duty? 
The CoLoNIAL TREASURER : He could quite 

realise the indignation that would be expressed 
by that honorable member if the Government 
were foolish enough to come forward at the 
present time with a measure for the reduction 
of taxation; and he was quite sure that every 
word the honorable member had said would 
not oe too strong in the condemnation of a 
Qovcrnment who attempted to do such a 
thing at the present time. He was glad to 
find, that if he understood the feelings of 
the country on that question, there was 
no desire existing to see any alteration of 
the tariff at the present time made by that 
House. On the contrary, the feeling of the 
country was, that any interference with the 
tariff at that particular time would be a most 
objectionable course to pursue. But if they 
compared the conduct of iho honorable 
member for vVide Bay now, and his con­
duct in reference to the motion for the aboli­
tion of the duty on salt, was it not quite 
apparent that the honorable member himself 

was not serious in his present proposition, 
except for the sake of party warfare P He 
believed the honorable member would find 
the greatest difficulty when he addressed his 
constituents, in explaining away his objection 
to the reduction of the duty on salt, and he 
took it that one of the objects of the honor­
able member, which had induced him to make 
the electioneering speech he had addressed to 
the House that evening, was to show that he 
would desire on a broader scale the reduction 
of the tariff generally. Now, the course 
taken by the honorable member that evening 
was one that no other honorable member 
could possibly be surprised at, inasmuch as 
it was much of a piece with the course he had 
always pursued towards the present Govern­
ment : on that ground no great surprise could 
have been experienced. But the honorable 
member, in the course of his remarks, seemed, 
when dealing with the past history of the 
colony, and the action of the present Govern­
ment, to meet, by a portion of his own words, 
all the objections he had himself brought for­
ward. The honorable member told the House 
that if it did not take care they would find 
themselves, by the aetion of the Government, 
involvedin the hopeless career of extravagance 
that the country was in some years ago; and 
yet, in the same breath, he also blamed 
the Government for not rushing into that 
extravagance, which he condemned, because 
the colony was not in a state of insolvency. 
The honorable member's own statements 
were therefore an answer to his objections to 
every charge he had brought against the 
Government. He thought it would be con­
fessed by every honorable member that it had 
been only common prudence on the part of the 
Government to exercise what the honorable 
member termed rest and caution, and to 
refrain from expenditure when the country 
was in the insolvent state it was in three 
years ago. The honorable member had not 
only referred to the past history of the colony, 
and to the insolvent state in which it was at 
one time, but he had shadowed for himself 
a fear that it must necessarily fall again into 
a similar position. Indeed, on listening to 
the speech of the honorable gentleman, it 
would almost appear that it was absolutely a 
misfortune for the country to get into pros­
perous circumstances. The honorable mem­
ber argued, that because there was a surplus 
revenue, and they were enjoying a prosperity 
they had neve-r experienced befo-re, it was the 
time for the House to be more economical, 
and to look more carefully into its public ex­
penditure. Now, he could not agree with 
the honorable member, nor did he think 
the constituencies would agree with him. 
He quite agreed with him that it would 
be necessary to reduce the taxation of 
the country, and he was quite sure that the 
Government which was in office when the 
new Parliament met, would feel that it should 
be one of their first acts to bring in a scheme 
for the purpose ; but, h~ maintained, that it 
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would be very foolish for any Government to 
follow out the proposition of the honorable 
member, and refrain from the necessary 
expenditure w.hieh their resources warranted. 
Now, the Government had informed the 
House that it was not their intention to intro­
duce any scheme for reducing taxation at the 
present time, and he considered that the 
reasons they gave for not doing so, were 
sufficiently good. 

Mr. FYFE: No. 
The CoLONIAL TREASURER : He did not 

know whether it was the inteniion of the 
honorable member to force his resolutions to 
a division that night, or whether his object 
had not been sufficiently obtained in taking 
the opportunity of making an electionec:ring 
speech, which might, or might not, be re­
ported. If that was the honorable member's 
object, he was quite confident that the 
opinions of the House would not be changed 
by it. Now, that }JOrtion of the honorable 
member's speech in which he referred to 
the squatters, was, of all others, the most 
absurd. The -honorable member objected 
to a Government, supported solely, as he 
termed it, by stock breeders ; but, i1e would 
ask, were there not stock breeders in 
:England ; and were they a separate class ? 
So what difference was there between the 
sheep breeders in this, colony and those in 
other parts of the worlcl, except that here 
they had the misfortune to be called squatters. 
But because certain gentleman devoted their 
money and energies to the breeding of sheep, 
the honm:able member contended that they 
were a different class to any other in the 
colony, and should therefore be treated differ­
ently. But no government had ever attempted 
to prevent any man from breeding sheep, yet 
so soon as a man devoted himself to that oc­
cupation, he must necessarily become, accord­
ing to the honorable member's opinion, one of 
that objectionable class alluded to by the 
honorable member. It was a manifest ab­
surdity, one which perhaps might do well 
enough for an electioneering speecb, but 
which certainly was not an argument which 
should be ]JUt forward in that House. The 
honorable member had also endeavored to 
persuade the House that the sooner the 
squatting community was wiped off from the 
colony, as a class, the better it would be for 
the colony. But he (the Colonial Treasurer) 
did not believe for one moment that even the 
most ultra-liberal member in the colony would 
ever deny that the squatting communitvwere 
a useful class. It would not be denied 
by the strongest oppositionist that they were 
a producing class, whose· existence conduced 
much to the advantage of tile colony, and 
that it would be the greatest misfortune to 
the colony if they were removed from it; so 
that that argument was one which was not 
suitable to that Assembly, and one which, he 
thought, would hardly do even for an elec­
tioneering speech. One of the great advan­
tages of this colony was the easy means of 

obtaining land, and thus promoting the settle­
ment of the country in a manner which could 
not be done in America, where the land was 
not so suited for pastoral pursuits ; and, there­
foro, for the honorable member to get up and 
say that it would be an advantage to the 
colony if the squatting class was wiped away 
by a stroke of the pen, was an utter absurdity 
on the face of it. Now, the honorable mem­
ber referred to the falling off in the land 
revenue as between 1872 and 1873; but if the 
honorable member had looked closely into 
the matter, he would have seen that there 
was no reason for dissatisfaction. The expla­
nation, which was very simple, was, that in 
1872 there was a difference to the disadvan­
tage of 1873, because, in the year 1872, large 
payments had been made for land taken up 
under the Act of 1868; that was the natural 
consequence of the Act itself. Referring to 
the Act generally, it could not be denied, 
although he had himself most strongly 
opposed it, that it had worked very well 
and satisfactorily in the colony, and it had 
upon its face the prospective advantage 
of providing a continuous land revenue 
to the colony. But that was on a piece 
with all the arguments of the honorable 
member, and, as he had said before, he had 
never heard a speech so fraught with bad 
logic, imperfect argument, and baseless asser­
tions, as that delivered by the honorable 
member. He thought he might summarise 
all he had to say in the few words-that he 
thoroughly disagreed with the resolutions, 
and that the Government had over and over 
again placed their opinions before the country 
in regard to that very question the honorable 
member had adduced. In conclusion, he 
would say that he hoped the resolutions 
would meet with the favor they deserved. 

After a pause of a few minutes,-
Mr. MacDEVITT said he thought it would 

be a pity that such an interesting debate 
should be permitted to close without hearing 
the opinions of other honorable members, 
particularly of those on the Government side 
of the House, upon the very grave questions 
submitted for their consideration, by the 
resolutions of the honorable member for 
Wide Bay, on the motion that the Speaker 
do leave the chair. The honorable gentleman 
who rose to answer the arguments contained 
in the speech of the honorable member 
for Wide Bay seemed to have adopted the, 
with him, very unusual proceeding of appeal­
ing to logic. The honorable gentleman re­
peated several times that the speech of his 
honorable friend the member for Wide Bay 
was one of imperfect logic, unsound argu­
ment, and baseless assertions. But he (.l\Ir. 
MacDevit.t) was not aware that that was a 
sound position for a Minister of the Crown to 
take up in replying to a speech like that which 
had been delivered by the honorable member 
for \Vide Bay-a speech which was replete 
with facts, the true inference from which, no 
matter how the honorable member might pass 
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them by, would be criticised throughout the 
colony, in a manner altogether different from 
that supposed by the honorable gentleman, 
and altogether unfavorable to the deductions 
that honorable gentleman would wish to be 
made. If sueh a course as that pursued by 
the honorable gentleman was to be adopted, 
if that system was to go on, if honorable 
members· were to content themselves by 
simply saying there was no argument in state­
ments made-that there were no facts-then 
there would be an end to all deliberation in 
that House. He had noticed that when the 
honorable Treasurer read his financial state­
ment, it was bristling with figures and facts, 
but when the honorable gentleman rose from 
his place in that House to reply off-hand to 
the speech of the honorable member for \Vide 
Bay, which was replete with facts, the honor­
able gentleman simply stated that the speech 
was without argument, logic, or sound asser­
tions, and appeared to think that all that was 
sufficient for him to do was to meet the honor­
able members arguments with denials. 
Now, he was sure the honorable Treasure 
would permit him to suggest that it would 
have been far more consistent with the im­
mense erudition of figures the honorable 
member had displayed a few evenings pre­
viously, if he had gone into details in answer­
ing the speech of the honorable member for 
Wide Hay. The honorable member only went 
so far as to say, that the condition of the 
colony and Great Britain were not analogous; 
he said, certainly, that this was a new colony 
and Great Britain was an old country; that 
was certainly true. But if there was no 
analogy, still he thought no honorable mem­
ber would contend that they should not 
follow in the footsteps of the financial policy 
of Great Britain. The honorable member for 
VVTide Bay, in a very clear and lucid 
nianner, pointed out how, for centuries, the 
revenue of Great Britain had been manipulated 
to provide for expenditure, but the honorable 
Treasurer apparently considered that it was 
quite sufficient for him to answer the argu­
ments drawn by that honorable member from 
a comparison between this colony and Great 
Britain, by saying that there was no analogy 
whatever between them. The honorable 
member for Wide Bay would certainly have 
been very foolish if he had attempted for one 
moment to maintain that there waa a great 
analogy between the two, but the figures of 
the honorable member were important, not 
as establishing an analogy, but as establishing 
a comparison which might be very important 
to this colony. Now, the taxation of the 
United Kingdom was £3 2s. 6d. a-head, whilst 
in this colony it amounted to something like 
£7; he did not know the exact sum, but it was 
considerably in excl'ss of the sum per head 
in Great Bntain. It must, however, be borne 
in mind that that sum per head in Great 
Britain included the interest payable upon 
theN ational Debt, and that after that interest 
was deducted, there would be a sum of 

very little more than £2 per head. But 
again, let them look at the position of 
Great Britain. There, there was the enor­
mous cost of providing for a large standing 
army, a navy which it was fondly hoped 
was capable of resisting the navies of the 
world, a very large colonial expenditure, and 
a diplomatic service ; all that had been pro­
vided out of that £2 per head, or something 
like one-third of that per head in our own 
territory. He considered that the honorable 
the Colonial Treasurer had failed to maintain 
the position which he held as financial mana­
ger of the colony, if he could go no further 
than to say that the analogy did not exist. 
He would repeat, that the arguments put 
forward by the honorable member for Wide 
Bay was very important indeed-which was 
that as the colony was now enjoying an 
accidental prosperity, it should be the duty 
of them as legislators to make it permanent, 
as far as their light would enable them to do 
so. They had been blessed with large 
mineral discoveries of an important character, 
discoveries which had not only brought 
wealth to individuals, but had also swelled up 
the revenue of the State; there had also 

, been a large increase in the great staple 
products of the colony, wool and tallow, 
and the colony had received great value 
from them, owing to accidental circumstances 
in the London markets. He submitted, there­
fore, that it became the duty of the honorable 
Colonial Treasurer, and the honorable gentle­
men associated with him, to take into consi­
deration the lesson which the honorable mem­
ber for Wide Hay sought to learn from the 
past-that the present state of prosperity 
might not always exist; that there might not 
always be a balance on the right side, and 
that it thus behaved the Government to make 
provision for a rainy day, if it should ever 
arrive, so that the colony should not be 
thrown into that hopeless and reckless condi­
tion, which, according to the honorable mem­
ber for Western Downs, Mr. Ramsay, it was 
in some three years ago. The best way of 
creating a reserve, upon which they could fall 
back VI hen necessary, was not to withdraw 
from the people, by vexatious taxation, the 
profits of the people-profits created by their 
own industry. The honorable Treasurer 
thought to get out of the difficulty by falling 
back upon the fact that the present Parlia­
ment being in articulo mortis it was not the 
proper time to enter into a discussion of this 
matter. But he would ask, if that was not 
the time to enter into deliberations affecting 
the taxation of the colony, how was it that 
the Government, only a few days back, 
supported a proposition, made by a private 
member of that House, for the reduction of 
the duty on salt, and not only that, but chose 
to sit up, hour after hour, for the purpose of 
carrying a reduction which was so distaste­
ful to honorable members on his (Mr. 
Mac Devitt's) side of the House, that they con­
sidered themselves justified in resisting it. It 
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certainly was rather inconsistent for the hon­
orable Colonial Treasurer to tell honorable 
members now that thev were not to consider 
the question of taxation, when only a few 
nights previously he had himself supported 
that proposition for the reduction of the duty 
upon one particular article. It might be 
said, as indeed it had b<>en said, that the tax 
upon salt was inconsid<>rable in the amount 
it yielded to the revenue, and therefore would 
not affect it much if abolished ; but there 
were many other items which were equally 
inconsiderable, and would not in their aboli­
tion affect the revenue He might, for 
instance, mention that the obnoxious ad 
valorem duty of 10 per cent. on machinery was 
not so great, and would be productive of far 
greater advantage to the colony at large if 
removed, than the duty on salt. He would 
ask honorable members to look at one case, 
and then at the other. In the one case the 
abolition of the duty was advocated, because 
it might prevent the loss of a million of 
sheep in hvo years, but if in the other case 
the duty was taken off quartz crushing 
machinery, they would encourage an industry 
which promised to be more productive to the 
State than the industry represented by the 
honorable member at the head of the Gov­
ernment. 

IIoNonABLE MEMBERS: No. 
Mr. MAcDEVITT: Honorable members 

opposite might say "no," but he would ask 
them to look at the development of the 
resources of the colony caused by quartz­
crushing, in the northern districts more 
especially. V\'hat had given such a value to 
stock, but the discovery of the rich mines in 
the North? \Vhy it was mainly owing to 
the increased market, which the miners in 
the northern district had created, that stock 
breeding was so -prospe-rous at the present 
time. t:lo that whilst the honorable Colonial 
Treasurer might say that the present was not 
the time to enter into discussions upon ques­
tions affecting the revenue, and yet seek to ex­
cuse the abolition of the duty on salt on account 
of its insignificance, he (Mr. MacDevitt) would 
say that the removal of the imposition upon 
quartz.crushing machinery, in the present 
circumstances of the colony, was a matter of 
far greater importance than any other. \Vhy, 
rather ihan lose their sheep, squatters would 
use salt even at an increased rate-if they 
would not, they certainly showed themselves 
to be very bad farmers. But it was different 
with the miner, who 0ould not make the 
money required for the purchase of machinery 
before he had that machinery to assist him 
in deYeloping the wealth of his mine. He 
hoped the honorable the Colonial Treasurer, 
before he again stood up and sought to answer 
arguments which he could not refute, would 
be ]Jrepared with something better than 
simple denials ; and he could not help 
remarking that it appeared to him that if 
there was any absurdity in the speeches of 
the two honorable members-the honorable 

Colonial Treasurer,and the honorab1emember, 
for Wide Bay-it rested with that honorable 
gentleman who did not seek to refute but 
merely to deny. In addition to that, how­
ever, it would have been far more in accord­
ance with the knowledge professed by the 
honorable Minister for Finance if he had 
based his arguments on facts-that was to 
say, if the honorable gentleman had any at 
his command. That honorable member was 
not one who frequently condescended to 
impute motives, and therefore he (Mr. Mac­
De,'itt) thought that the imputation he east 
upon the honorable member for Wide Bay­
that he was merely making a speech to his 
constituents-might have been very well left 
out. They were told by metaphysicians 
that people who possess faults to any extent 
are in the habit of imputing them to 
others ; and therefore he said that the honor­
able Treasurer, in making that imputation 
against the honorable member for Wide Bay, 
would be himself most likely to make such 
an effort. Honorable mt>mbers were well 
aware that the honorable member for Wide 
Bay was not in that necessity ; they all knew 
that at the last election he was unopposed for 
his present constituency, and tl1at it was by 
only a few votes that he was defeated in the 
Maryborough constituency by the honorable 
Minister for Works, so that it was quite clear 
that the honorable member was in that happy 
position that he need not resort to that un· 
worthy use of the privileges of that House 
to make an electioneering speech to people 
outside of it. For it was well known that 
their duty was not to make speeches to peo· 
ple outside, but to deliberate for the welfare 
of the country generally. It appeared to 
him that any honorable member who consi­
dered the resolutions before the House would 
at once see that the discussion of them would 
do good, and that the time had come, even 
though it was on the eve of a general elec­
tion, when it was far more important to have 
a declaration of their financial policy from 
the Government than after that election was 
over. That was a proceeding to which the 
Government had not committed themselves, 
but to his mind it was of the last importance 
that they should give some idea of their 
intention in that respect. The honorable 
Treasurer said that when the new Parliament 
met, the question of revising the tariff would 
be considered, and that supposing the pre­
sent Government were in office, they would 
be willing to give it their eonsideration; but 
they all knew tnat if the Government tided 
successfully over the approaching elections, 

, there was no security that. they would do 
, anything of the sort, particularly if there was 

not some guarantee from them to some parti­
cular course of action The honorable Trea­
surer had talked a great deal about absurd 
arguments, but it appeared to him (Mr. 
MacDevitt) not to be a very sound argument 
for that honorable member to use-that the 
Parliament was on the eve of dissolution-
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that there were to be important changes to 
be made in the tariff, but what those changes 
were they declined to disclose. If the hon­
orable member would permit him to use his 
own words, he would ~ay that that was very 
absurd. There were honorable members on 
both sides of the House who had the interest 
of the colony at heart, and they should force 
the Government to give some explanation of 
their intentions ; if not, the honorable Trea­
surer would go back to that House with 
carte blanclle, emulate the conduct of his 
predecessor, and propose, perhaps, a duty 
of twenty-five shillings a ton on flour. He 
did not anticipate that that honorable member 
would pursue any such course, but from all 
the House knew of the honorable member, 
he might do so ; and, for all they knew to the 
contrary, he might claim the right to do so. 
He trusted before the debate closed that. they 
would have from one honorable member of 
the Government some declaration on that 
subject. 

Mr. BucHANAN said he quite agreed with 
the honorable Colonial Treasurer that the 
statement of the honorable member for \Vide 
Bay had been a tissue of absurdities, to one 
of which he would draw attention. 'I'he 
honorable member stated that the public 
debt of the colony was about five -millions, 
and that taxation per head had increased to 
about £17 since the present Government took 
office; but the honorable member must have 
forgotten that out of that five millions there 
was a loan of one million not actually raised. 
The last loan was for £1,460,000, of which 
only £500,000 had been issued, so that the 
million which was yet to spare would reduce 
the £17 per head to £9 or thereabouts. It 
was very amusing to hear honorable members 
who had constantly twitted the Government 
on their rest and caution policy, now come 
forward and recommend economy in expendi­
ture, and a reduction of taxation. 

Mr. KING rose in explanation, and said 
that he had stated that a portion of the last 
loan was not yet expended ; if the honorable 
member for the \Varrego would consult his 
arithmetic, he would find that the sum per 
head was not £9 but £7. 

Mr. THORN said there was no doubt what­
ever on his mind as to the course he should 
pursue in regard to the resolutions of the 
honorable member for Wide Bay. The sub­
ject of taxation was one to which he had 
given a great deal of consideration, and it 
had been because he doubted the capacity of 
honorable gentlemen opposite to deal with 
such an important question that he had voted 
against them on the occasion of the motion of 
want of confidence in them being brought 
forward. There was no doubt that, con­
sidering the present great prosperity of the 
colony, some rebate should be made of the 
obnoxious ad valorem duties. But there was 
one thing that the honorable Colonial Trea­
surer had not the gumption to see, namely, 
that if he had gone down to that House with 

• a measure for reducing taxation, the Govern-
ment would have had a trump card to play at 
the approaching general election. Honorable 

' members opposite knew very well the course 
he would take on the present occasion, as, when 
he sat on their side of the House, he invariably 
voted against increased taxation, and was 
thus found oftencr with the Opposition. 
He then thought, as he did at the present 
time, that honorable gentlemen opposite could 
not know the feelings of the people outside 
in regard to the ad valorem duties. Now, 
they all knew that the Govel'llment had gone 
into all sorts of extravagances ; they sent 
two delegates to Sydney to be present at the 
Conference, and he did not hesitate to say 
that those delegates in the hands of such 
statesmen as Mr. l'arkes and Mr. Francis 
were as mere children. He knew that the 
failing was all one way, and that if the pro· 
posed mail services were carried out, instead 
of New South \Vales sending any letters by 
Torres Straits, they, and also the southern 
part of this colony, would sencl all their 
letters via California, so that, in fact, all the 
colony would have would be a most expensive 
toy. He certainly must blame the honorable 
Premier for not entering into some arrange­
ment with the colony of Victoria for a postal 
service, and he had always been in favor of 
each colony paying its fair share of the three 
routes. \Vhen there was a disagreement 
between the two colonies of New South 
\V ales and Victoria, it was the duty of the 
Queensland Government to have seen the 
best arrangement tltey could make, and, he 
believed, if they had done so, they could have 
made far better terms. .A. great deal had 
been said about the reduction of taxation, 
and he must say that he had been very much 
astonished at the Government supporting the 
partial reduction of taxation they supported 
a few evenings back. On that occasion he 
had not offered any factious opposition to the 
motion of the honorable member for the 
Burnett, but he thought it was wrong that 
one single article should be selected upon 
which the duty was to be taken off,_ when 
other articles, such as machinerv, were not 
to be exempted. \Vhy, he would ask, could 
not machinery have been included in ~hat 
motion P The reason was patent. The Gov­
ernment went in for a reduction of the duty 
on salt so as to catch the vote of the honor­
ablo . member for the Burnett, and that 
weighed on the mind of the honorable Pre­
mier when he supported the motion. He had 
also noticed that at the conclusion of his 
financial statement the honorable the Trea­
surer asked for a sum of £174,000, which 
was a most extraordinary thing. Why had 
not the honorable member asked for the 
usual sum of £100? The Government must 
not for one moment suppose that honorable 
members were blind as to the reason for 
making that proposition ; he believed himself 
it was brought forward at the suggestion of 
the honorable member for Works ; for, if it 
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had been passed, they would not have met 
the new Parliament until next April or May. 
That was the intention of the honorable 
Colonial Treasurer when he moved for that 
amount; and when once they had got it, 
honorable members might go about their 
business, and no more would be heard about 
the Education Bill, or any other Bill. The 
honorable Treasurer said it was not the time 
to interfere with taxation, but he (Mr. Thorn) 
thought the same rule would apply to another 
very important matter for the consideration 
of the House, namely, the Education Bill, in 
the passing of which the honorable member 
at the head of the Government pretended to 
be most sincere. The honorable member for 
North Brisbane, Mr. Handy, had endeavored 
to make out that the Government were 
sincere in their desire to pass that measure ; 
but if that were so, how was it, he would ask, 
that it was put down at the bottom of the 
paper? 

1~r. FERRETT rose to a point of order. 
The honorahle member was referring to the 
Education Bill, which was not before the 
House at the present time. 

The SPEAKER: An honorable member could. 
not now discuss any measure which was 
lower down on the business paper as an Order 
of the Day. 

Mr. THoRN said he did not wish to discuss 
it, but merely had. introduced it as a reason 
why the question of Supply should not be 
settled that evening. Why should not that 
important question of education he taken, and 
then, after that was disposed of, they could, 
perhaps, take Supply. He must say that he 
objected to Supply being granted until other 
thmgs had been redressed. 

:Mr. GRAHAJ\! thought that if any horror­
able member had previously been in doubt as 
to whether the House could be justified iu 
not considering a scheme for the reduction of 
taxation at that particular time, the speech 
which had been delivered by the honorable 
member who had just sat down would have 
decided him; beeause, if the Government had 
in their hands such a trump card- the largo 
grappling power of which they had heard so 
much of, by a mere stroke of the pen reducing 
the ad valorem duty to five per cent., and 
they did not use that trump card; they must 
have, most undoubtedly, some good reasons 
for not aaopting such a course. There could 
not, in fact, he a better proof of the sincerity 
of the financial policy of the Government 
than that very circumstance-that they had 
not taken advantage of that grand trump 
card mentioned by the honorable member to 
go to the country upon. 'l'he honorable 
Colonial Treasurer had been twitted a good 
deal by the honorable member for the 
Kennedy with not going into figures to 
reply to the arguments which had been 
used by the honorable member for Wide 
Bay; but it appeared to him (Mr. Graham) 
almost foolish to compare this colony with 
Great Britain, when drawing attention to the 

amount of taxation upon people in England 
there. The honorable member forgot that 
in Great Britain the Trea,m·er was not 
called upon to provide for making railways 
and roads, or for an expensive system of 
immigration, which, alone, annually absorbed 
nParly one-tenth of the entire revenue. 
Nor was the Government in :Engl md called 
upon to provide for a sparsel.Y populated 
country of vast extent, where, if the 
population increased one hundred fold, 
the expenses of Government would scarcely 
be any greater ; in fact, the more instances 
that arose before him, the more clear it was 
to his mind that the calculations of the horror­
able member for \Vide Bay went for nothing. 
He would therefore go to another point. The 
honorable member for the Kennedy asked 
what it was that gave their present value to 
sheep, if it was not the large mining popula­
tion in the .North P Now he wa,s quite willing 
to allow that the increase of population in the 
North had had some slight effeet in raising 
the price of stock, but not so much sheep as 
cattle; but the principal cause was the de­
crease in numbers, which had fallen from 
eight millions to four millions in a few years, 
and then again the rise in the price of wool 
in the home markPts; so that tlul value of 
sheep had increased two-fold, anrl in some in­
stances three-fold. Then, again, there was 
another cause which the honorable member 
for the Kennedy, being a member of a learned 
}Jrofession, or the honorable member for \Vide 
Bay, were not likely to be aware of, and that 
was the vast number of sheep which were 
being sent across the borders, to the colony 
of Victoria, to supply tho markets there. 
If those honorable members referred to the 
returns of Hiverina, they would fiud that 
mobs of from 10,000 to 15,000 sheep were 
constantly crossing the border to go to Vic­
toria. And that led him to a great point in 
the speech of the honorable member for 'Wide 
Bay, that if the land was thrown open to 
small graziers, who could occupy small farms, 
instead of allowing large tracts . to be occu· 
pied by squatters, the price of meat would 
be reduced. Now, he would draw the atten· 
tion of the honorablo member to Victoria, 
where there were a large number of small 
graziers and farmers, and yet in that colony 
the price of meat had always been higher 
than in the other colonies. The argument of 
the honorable member, therefore, cut both 
ways; but he would inform him that the price 
of meat would always be regulated by the de· 
mand-bythe population there was to consume 
it. He scarcely thought it necessary to reply 
to the honorahle member's remarks, generally, 
about the squatters as a body: that honorable 
member had vilified and abused them as being 
an injury to the colony, and, in fact, had 
spoken in such a way as to shew his utter 
ignorance of what the squatters in Queens­
land were; it was, therefore, hardly worth 
while to follow that portion of the honorable 
member's address. But the honorable mem-
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ber seemed to have an idea that the squatters 
of Queensland were confined to a few gentle­
men owning runs on the Darling Downs, and 
there, again, shewed how little acquainted he 
was with the subject. He (Mr. Graham) did 
not hesitate to say that the squatte,:e. as a 
body, were the most industrious, self-sacrific­
ing, unselfish, and at the same time worst 
paid men in the colony. There was no doubt 
that there were some firms who had gained 
wealth from following squatting pursuits 
and from possessing station property, but 
they were the exception, and not the rule ; 
and he ventured to say that, for one 
squatter who had grown rich, there were 
ninety-nine who had been ruined in their 
attempts to open up the country. There were 
hundred~ of men at the present time who 
were giving up all the luxuries, and, in 
many instances, even the necessaries of life 
-at any rate, all the luxuries of civilisation 
-in their endeavors to open up new country. 
Referring to what he said before the adjourn­
ment, he undt>rstood that a remark he had 
made had given umbrage to honorable mem­
bers on' the Opposition side of the House : 
he had characterist>d certain statements which 
were ad va.nced during this afternoon as a 
piece of dap-trap. and he now wished to 
recall the expression. He, however, denied 
that the sq natters, either as a class or as 
individuals, grew rich at the expense of the 
working man, or that the squatter absorbed 
all the reward of labor in the colony. There 
were a few wealthy squatters in the colony 
who had made fortunes; but they had in­
vested large capital to do so. There were 
others who had achieved an honorable and, 
to them, satisfactory independence, by the 
sweat of their brows, and by devoting the 
best years of their lives to the work they 
were engaged in. What they had, however, 
was not more than a very moderate indepen­
dence. On the whole, the squatters of this 
colony were the worst paid body of men, the 
worst rewardt>d for their labors and for the 
capital they invested in their pursuit; their 
returns were not anything like the gains of 
those colonists who were engaged in othPr 
pursuits in the towns of Queensland. 0 f 
course, that was nothing to the argument; 
but he was induced to make those remarks 
by what the honorable member for Wide 
Bay had brought before thE' House. But 
tht>re was another part of the honorable 
member's speech which required refutation. 
The honorable member had said, upon the 
authority of a statement by the honorable 
member for M aranoa. that the last-named 
honorable member wa~ noL paying one-fourth 
of the value of his run. 

Mr. MILES: One-sixth. 
Mr. GRAHAM: The honorable member was 

not paying, at the present time, more than 
one-sixth of the rent that his run was worth. 
He (Mr. Graham) was willing to admit that 
that was a fact. If he was going, to-morrow, 
to turn one of those grazing-farmers of whom 

the honorable member for Wide Bay had. 
talked so much, he should most certainly be 
inclined to give more for land that had been 
extensively improved than for a bare piece of 
new country. If the honorable member's 
run was worth a good deal more than he was 
paying the Government for it, that "'as no 
doubt due to his own skill and energy in 
improving it. When he took up the country, 
at first, the rent he paid for it was 
doubtless fully up to its value. In the course 
of years the honorable member expended his 
labor and capital upon it, and improvt>d it, 
and raised its value: the difference between 
what his run was worth now and what 
it was worth at first was his own lt>giti­
mate gain. Of course, it might be an open 
question, whether the existing system of 
appraisement was the best for valuing the 
runs leased from the Crown. However that 
might be,jt would not be justifiable to raise 
the rents of runs until the terms of the pre­
sent leasE's had expired. It could not be 
maintained that the rent of runs in this coun­
try was too low, when it. was seen that there 
WPre many runs for which the small amount 
required by the Government was considered 
too much. If those runs were really worth 
more than the rent put upon them by the 
Government-if the rent was so far beneath 
what the runs were worth-how was it that 
they were not taken up long ago at the ori­
ginal nominal value? Why were so many 
runs al-.andoned during the temporary depres­
sion, four or five years ago? Why were 
they being so slowly taken up, now? There 
was sufficient proof that the country, when 
first takt>n up, was not undervalued at the 
rent exacted by the Government. When a 
man had gone out and occupied unsettled 
country, and when, after years of occupation, 
his eountry became more valuable than it was 
originally, it was only fair that he should 
derive the benefit resulting from his labor 
and expenditurE'. Perhaps such a man might, 
in a few y<>ars, sPll his run for a large sum of 
money. The in-coming tenant paid for the 
improvement of the property which the 
original holder had made. l't>rhaps, when 
the runs had to be valued, before being re­
leased, tht> better way would be to put them 
up to auction. 

Mr. MILES: Hear, hear. That is it. 
:Mr. GnAHAM: It was only just to the ori­

ginal tenan~ that he should be paid for his 
improvements. However, he (Mr. Graham) 
doubted -.ery much whether, when all was 
done that co'uld be done, in testing the value 
of the runs by putting them up to auction, 
the colcny would be very much a gainer 
thereby, or the land revenue be much in­
creasPd. It was a plan that he should have 
no objection to. AH to the remarks of the 
honorable member for "\Vide Bay, about 
throwiDg open the country and covering it 
with grazing-farmt>rs, withmen wbowouldraise 
sheep and not belong to the class of sheep­
breeders, he (Mr. Graham) confessed that he 



Supply. [24 JuNE.] Supply. 301 

could not fo How his idea. The honorable m em- ' 
ber had given the House no idea of the area of 
the country to be thrown open, or of the 
tenure under which the g-razing-farmers were 
to hold their lands. Until he gave the House 
some details, and went more fully into tlJi) 
subject than he had done, he (Mr. Graham) 
was unable to follow or support him. 

.\Ir. HEMMANT agreed with the honorable 
member who had moved the amendment, that 
the financial condition of the country was 
unsatisfactory. The country, he further 
agreed, was entitled to know, on the eve of a 
general election, what was the policy of the 
Government. Was this policy to be a free­
trade policy or a policy of protection? Was 
taxation to be reduced? The Colonial Trea­
surer had admitted that it ought to be. How 
was it to be reduced P This might be 
done in various ways. It might be done by 
reducin~ the ad ·valorem duties by a large 
percentage, or by largely increasing the free 
list. He held that a considerabe enlarge­
ment of the free list would be most conducive 
to the prosperity of the colony and the com­
fort of the people. He for one must say that 
the Darling Downs returned an inappreciable 
amount to the land revenue, at the present 
time ; and that the revenue would be largely 
increased if the runs were fairly valued. But, 
he supposed that, after what had taken place 
with respect to the salt duty, nothing would 
be done, before the new Parliament met, for 
the reduction of taxation. He hoped that 
between this and that time the Government 
would endeavor to frame something like a 
financial policy. 

The question was put-That the words 
proposed to be omitted stand part of the 
question-and the House divided:-

Ayes, 16. Noes, 12. 
Mr. Valmer Mr. Stephens 

, B1am~ton , King 
, Ramsay , :Mac Oevitt 
Jl Thompson , ~liles 
, Bell " Thorn 
, 1'\-,..alsh Dr. O'Doherty 
, J. ~cott Mr. Edmondstone 
,, FerreLt <<room 

BULThanan , Thornton 
, 1Vienholt , l\1acalister 
, Moreht;ad ,, Gri{fith 
, Clark , Hemmant. 
, Fyfe 

Graham 
, Handy 
,, 1Y. t-cott. 

The question-That the Speaker leave the 
chair-was then put and affirmed; and the 
House resolved into Committee of Supply. 

"Vhen the committee adjourned, on Wed­
nesday last, the following motion of the 
COLONIAL TREASURER was under considera­
tion:-

"That a sum not exceeding £170,000 he granted 
to Her Majesty towards defraying the expenses of 
the various departments and services of the colony 
for the year 18i4." 

The Hon. A. lYIACALISTER said he must 
again point out with surprise how unusual 
it was that the Colonial Treasurer should 
have made such a proposition as that now 

before the committee : instead of asking for 
£100, as was usual, for the salary of the 
porter and messeng;er at Government House, 
he had asked for £170.000 for the service of a 
year, which the honorable gentleman himself 
had partly admitted the Government were 
not entitled to. ·without attempting to dis­
cuss the Estimates of 187,1, which had been 
placed before the House-in accordance with 
.the words of the Treasurer himsPlf, he denied 
that it was the duty of the House to discuss 
those Estimates. He desired to draw the 
attention of the House to the Speech of His 
l~xcellency the Governor at the commence­
ment of this session:-

"The Electoral Act passed by you during the 
last session of Parliament having provided Jot• a 
very la1·ge increase in the number of the repre· 
sent-atives of the people, and for a complete 
re-dtstribution of the electorates, I should have 
preferred, were it possible, to leave to the new 
.l:'arliament to be eleeted under that Act, the 
settlement of all questions of importance. TherE) 
are, however, some matters of pressing necessity, 
ior the settlement of which I have thought it 
necessary to ask your ad<"ice and assistance." 
And those matters of pressing necessity were 
enumerated by His .Excellency :-1he Acting 
Judges Bill, the deviation and extension of 
the railway to Brisbane, telegraphic commu­
nication, and the steam postal service via 
Torres t-ltraits. All were contained in the 
first part of the Speech addressed to Parlia­
ment. Under such circumstances, he thought 
that the Opposition side of the House was 
entitled to demand some substantial reason 
why the Government were to come down to 
the House and ask for any portion of the 
Estimates for next year. And he made this 
demand upon grounds taken up by His 
Excellency the Governor last year, in answer­
ing the memorial presented to him by a 
number of honorable members of the Opposi• 
tion. The occasion arose from the Opposition 
objeeting to vote the Estimates for the year, 
though they were perfectly willing to vote 
Supply for two months. With regard to that 
portion of the memorial, His Excellency 
said:-

" To grant Supply in a lump sum, without 
examination of the 1£stimates, is a course which 
should be resorted to on very rare and special 
occasions, and to Clo so t~ a Government in which 
you profess to have no confidence, is, in my 
opinion, to abdicate, not your own rights, but 
those of your constituencies who have entrusted 
this important duty to your charge ; and I can 
well understand, even a member who has perfect 
confidence in a Government refusing to grant 
Supply in such a manner." 
1'\ow, that was the argument advanced by the 
present Government against accepting Supply 
for a portion of the year. They denied that 
there was a possibility of apportioning that 
supply ; it was altogether unconstitutional 
and opposed to Parliamentary practice to do 
anything of the kind. After that, it was 
rather much for them to come 



302 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

and ask the Opposition to give them their 
Estimates for next year, to enable them to 
keep the doors of the Assembly closed until 
the month of April l1!cxt. Did the House 
agree to a proposition of that kind, the result 
would be that the present Government would 
have held office for two years without having 
any session of Parliament beyond the present 
month. And, as the Treasurer had said, this 
was a moribmicl Parliament; it 'ms now iri 
the last stage of its existence ;-yet Estimates 
were placed before the Assembly that sur­
passed all previous Estimates in amount, and 
the House were asked to vote £170,000 of the 
total amount. Of course, if that amount was 
voted, nothing v10uld be heard of the sitting 
of Parliament until the Government had spent 
it all; and, then, probably, another two or 
three months' supply would be brought 
forward for another vote, before the House 
could discuss the Estimates. If the Govern­
ment were desirous to go into next year 
without Parliament, why could they not adopt 
the practice they had adopted for two years 
past, of spending money on their own autho­
rity. There were now before the House 
Supplementary Estimates for 1872, as well 
as those for the present year of £170,000. 
If the Government were anxious not to meet 
Parliament again during the present year, 
they needed not to bring forward Estimates 
for the beginning of 187 4. The Treasurer, in 
talking about the question of taxation, told 
the Home that under the hopeful condition 
of the CJlony, with an elastic revenue--

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WORKS rose 
to order. He did not think it was competent 
for the. honorable gentleman to refer to a 
debate of this session, or to read from a report 
of any speech in that debate. 

The Hon. A. lYfACALISTER : He was enti­
tled to refer to the speech of the Treasurer, 
which was delivered in the present debate. 
The honorable gentleman was decidedly 
wrong. 

'fhe CHAIRMAN : If, as he understood, the 
honorable member for Ipswich was referring 
to a speech in the present debate, the honor­
able gentleman was quite in order. 

The Hon. A. MACALISTER said he did not 
think there was another member of the 
House who would take such an objection as 
had been raised by the honorable member for 
Maryborough. He was referring to the 
honorable the Colonial Treasurer's observa­
tions in the financial statement. The honor· 
able gentleman had said :-

"Under these hopeful conditions of the colony 
with an elastic revenue, and an apparentl:;: 
assumed annual increase, it woulrl doubtless, 
lm~er. any circumstances, be expected by a 
111RJOl'lty. of members present, and prob1bly bv 
persons mterested outside this chamber, that ·r 
would, before sitting down, submit to the com­
~ittee a resol~1tion, having for its object either a 
d1rect reduct10n of taxes, or a revision of the 
present Customs tariff." 

It was no wonder, after that statement, that 
the Opposition side of the House were very 
anxious to get the resolutions that they pro­
posed to-night put before the country ; 
because that very statement of the Treasurer 
was, in itself, an admission that the taxation 
of the country was of such an amount that 
the people could no longer tolerate it. In 
the last session of the present Parliament, 
the Government could not have doue a better 
act than to prc·1Jose a reduction of the 
burdens of the people ;-no act would have 
given more satisfaction to the country than 
their coming down to the House with a pro­
posal for the reduction of taxation. The 
Colonial Treasurer had stated that, if the 
revenue went on as it was now increasing, at 
the end of this year there would be a surplus 
of £200,000. What, then, was to prevent 
him from proposing, not only the reduction of 
the salt duty, but, to a considerable amount, 
the reduction of the ad valorem duty P That 
would have told more in favor of the Gov­
ermnent with the country than anything else. 
It was quite clear that the Government had 
made up their minds that they would not 
propose a reduction of the ad 'L'alorem duty; 
but that between this and the meeting of the 
next Parliament, they would spend the 
revenue, and then come down with Supple­
mentary Estimates which would swallow up 
the additional receipts :-

" Taking into account, however, the very excep­
tional conditions under which the House is at 
this time a'sembled, I feel assured that honosuble 
members will not expect any proposal of the kind 
from me." 

That was just the objection that he (Mr. 
Macalister) made with regard to votin()" Supply 
for next year. The House had m~t under 
"very exceptional conditions." They had 
complied with every request contained in 
His Excellency's Speech. vVhy should they 
take upon themselves a duty which belonged 
undoubtedly to the next Parliament? He had 
not the slightest doubt that the honorable 
gentleman at the head of the Government 
would tell the House that it would be utterly 
impossible to get the new Parliament to meet 
during the present year. K o doubt procras­
tination was one of the charges of which the 
Government had been proved guilty; because 
it had been their practice to extend a proroga­
tion, even an adjournment, over five months. 
There was, however, no excuRo for extending 
the general election beyond the 31st of August. 
On that clay, the new Act would come into 
force. The writs could be issued one month 
before that, and the elections could take 
place in September. There was nothing to 
prevent the House meeting by the end of 
October or the beginning of November; and 
they could go to business even if fiYe 
writs were nut returned. He went on 
the constitutional principle that if the new 
Parliament could meet during this year, 
and it being admitted that the present 
Parliament did not represent the country, 
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it was the bounden duty of the Government 
to dissolve the present Parliament without 
delay, and to call the next Parliament together 
as soon as possible; and, if they did that, 
there was not the slightest doubt that the 
Government would get the whole of their 
Estimates in time for next year, if they 
required them. But, to come forward now to 
ask for a sum of money for next year, without 
asking for the whole l~stimates, was simply to 
anticipate what the Government had no right 
to anticipate-a change of Government. The 
Colonial Treasurer had admitted that if the 
present :Ministry remained in power, no 
portion of the £170,000 would be required. 
On what principle had the honorable gentle­
man a right to say that there would be a 
change of Government? He was supposed 
not to anticipate anything of the kind. If 
there should be, there would be plenty of 
time before the end of the year for the 
Government to obtain supplies. He would 
say nothing about the course the Government 
might have taken. There were Supplementary 
Estimates for -1872 am'\ for 1873, yet the 
House were not asked to go into the con­
sideration of those Estimates. It appeared 
that the Government were determined to 
have the £170,000 for next year or nothing. 
He (3Ir. Macalister) did not think they would 
get it, although he regretted it very much ; 
because there was private business ·before the 
House which he should like very much to see 
disposed of before anything like the present 
conflict should arise. He should be very glad 
if the Colonial 'l'reamrer would postpone this 
matter for a week or a fortnight, to allow the 
general business to be proceeded with. llut 
if the honora ble gentleman persisted in asking 
for supplies from a Parliament that was dead, 
he (Mr. :Macalister) must move-

That the Chairman do now leave the Chail•. 

Mr. FYFE said he thought it would be a 
judicious act on the part of the Government 
to accept the proposition fi:om the other side 
of the House-to get the private business 
that was on the paper disposed of before the 
Government insisted upon the present motion 
being passed. It was the duty of the Gov­
ernment, notwithstanding their position, to 
allow all private measures that were before 
the House to be considered. They should 
not, of course, afford the same consideration 
to new business brought forward after this 
evenillg. He was as ,much identified with 
the Opposition as with the Government ; and 
he had not the slightest hesitation in saying 
that he would vote with the Opposition on a 
question of constitutional government. He 
was anxious for the busines'l of the countrv to 
go on; and, for that reason, when business 
was proposed by the Government, he sup­
ported them when they desired to proceed 
with it. As the representative of the largest 
constituency in the North, he had a right to 
take up such a position; and his position was 
independent enough to enable him to speak 

and to act as he did, irrespective of parties in 
the House, or outside. 

HoNORABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear. 
:Mr. FYFE : He said so, as he had a right 

to say it, notwithstanding the ironical cheers 
of honorable members. 

Mr. MAcDEvrrr : Oh, ho! 
Mr. FYFE : Very well. There was no 

man in the House who could influence him. 
He thought he should take this opportunity 
to make a personal explanation :-Humors 
were afloat that he had been bought by the 
Government, and that he had sold the Oppo­
sition. He had not the slightest objection 
to state, on the floor of the Legislative 
Assembly, and speaking as an independent 
member, that he never asked the Govern­
ment for the value of a snap of his fingers. 
He thought the honorable gentleman at the 
head of the Government would have the 
candour to say, and the courtesy to answer, 
whether he (Mr. Fyfe) had, directly or in­
directly, asked him for anything ; and he 
challenged him, or any other man on the 
Ministerial side of tbe House, or any horror­
able member on either side of the House, 
to say that he ever did so. He should sit 
down until he got an answer. It was, per­
haps, a difficult question; but, in the posi­
tion he occupied, he could not stand it that 
he should be talked about, and his actions 
misrepresented, without challenging boldly 
the fullest investigation of his conduct as a 
representative of the largest constituency of 
theN orth. He could not stand such rumors, 
and not take notice of them. He would not 
again record his vote in the House until he 
was answered, by both sides, whether he had 
ever asked either party for anything. for him­
self. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said he under· 
stood the honorable member for Hockhamp· 
ton to put a question to him :-Did he (Mr. 
Fyfe) ever ask him (the Colonial Secretary) 
for anything for himself? As head of the 
Government, he could only say-as he as­
sured the honorable member before, several 
times-that the honorable member never 
asked him for anything for himself. 

JYir. FYFE: Hear, hear. 
The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY : The honorable 

member had asked for a great deal for his 
constituents that he was not likely to get; 
but, for himself, he never asked anything. 
Nor, did he ever ask for an office for. a friend, 
even. 

Mr. FYFE: That was right. He stood free. 
That was what it was to be an independent 
member of the House ! That was a weight 
off him. He was glad of that. To a certain 
extent, it had taken a burden offhis shoulders; 
because calumnious rumors, slanders, were 
circulated, even in the press. Now, he must 
say that he objected to the com·se of the 
Opposition, at present; there was no neces­
sity for it; he could not see the utility of it: 
yet he sympathised with what they wanted, 
and he did not feel that he would be justified 



304 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

in resisting their demand. No man was more 
indebted to the Opoosition than he, for 

• everything that had been obtained for Rock­
hampton. He was not indebted to the 
Government. The Opposition had forced 
upon the Government the railwa_y and the 
public workR which were to benefit his con­
stituency. That he said most emphatically. 
Thus he was obliged to speak, to assert his 
privileges as an independent representatiYe. 
Though he objected to see representative 
government dragged through the dirt, as 
was the case at present, when a Ministry 
ruled by virtue of one man's vote; yet, when 
it was a question between business and no 
business, he felt bound, in the interests of his 
constituents, to assist in going on with the work 
of the country-he having already asserted his 
opinions on the constitutional question, by 
voting with the Opposition. It might be 
that an autocratic Government was to be 
established ; that representative institutions 
would be set at nought; that a head 
gaoler would preside over the colony's 
affairs; but we had hardly come to 
that yet. If nothing else, the education 
question summoned every man to his con­
stituents to speak to them openly upon it. 
What a pity it was, that there was not a 
window in every man's breast, that he might 
be judged according to his true feelings, 
let alone hiH professions. There was a good 
time coming, and this was a great country, 
and it behaved men who had patriotism to 
work for H. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS said 
the position taken up by the Government on 
the introduction of the financial statement 
was, that though, no doubt, the favorable 
prospect before them would justify the reduc­
tion of taxation, yet this being a moribund 
Parliament, they did not propose any such 
measure, and, for the same reason, they did 
not ask for the supplies for next year, but 
only for a vote on account. If the Treasurer's 
speech was read by honorable members, they 
would find that such was, in effect, his honor­
able colleague's statement. The honorable 
gentleman who led the Opposition to-night, 
had referred the House to a paragraph in a 
document issued by His Excellency the Go­
vernor, in which His Excellency laid down 
that it must only be in certain peculiar cases 
that votes on acca,unt should be taken. No 
honorable member would deny that that was 
a good and sound doctrine. The question 
arose, what were those peculiar cases? The 
present occasion presented one. 

HoNORABLE MEMBERS on the Opposition 
side of the House : No, no. 

The SEcRETAR'< FOR PuBLIC LANDS: One 
had only to look at the Parliamentary prece­
dents to prove it. If honorable members 
looked at Jl.fay's "Practice," they would see 
that votes of credit, or votes on account of 
Supply, were often granted when a dissolution 
was imminent :-

"Thus, for example, in 1841, one-half only of 
the Estimates, as presented to the House, was 

voted, in anticipation of a speedy dissolution, and 
appropriated ; and the remaining half was voted 
by the new Parliament." 
Again:.,---

"In 1850, money was votec1 on account of 
several grants, before Easter, and the remainder 
was voted after Easter; and, in 1857, in antici­
pation of a dissolution, votes were l!tken on ac­
count, for four months. * * * 
Again, in April, 1859, votes on account were taken 
upon all t!1e heads of expenditure, in order to 
provide for the public service, unt.il after an ap­
proachiu!' dissolution ; and· the votes were com­
pleted by the new Parliament." 
Now, the present oceasion presented a case 

, in point exactly; and one of those very 
peculiar cases pointed out by His Excellency 
as justification for taking votes on account. 
If honorable members gave the Government 
this vote on account, they would see that it 
did not bind them to the Estimates, because 
it would be a vote 0::1 account of service, and 
somewhat restricted ; it was not like the vote 
of last year, which gave the Government 
great latitude. '!'he honorablc membC'r for 
Ipswich had not been quite fair in hi~ quota­
tion from the Treasurer's speech in" Hansard;" 
and, perhaps, the House would pardon him 
(the Secretary for Lands) for reading the 
whole paragraph, which the honorable gentle­
man had only partially cited :-

" Taking into account, however, the very excep­
tional conditions under which the House is at 
this time assembled, I feel assured that honorable 
members will not expect any proposal of the kind 
from me. The reasons which have weighed with 
the Government, and decided them not to ask for 
the usual annual ~upplies for the coming year, and 
which m·e, doubtless, considered sufficient to 
induee honorable members opposite to pluce diffi­
culties in the way of such supplies being granted 
we1•e they asked for, apply with equal force, and, 
indeed, with even greater force, to a question 
involving poesibly not only a •imple reduction of 
taxation, but, it may be, a revision of the tariff." 

The Hon. A. MACALISTER said he should 
like to answer the objections of the Minister 
for Lands. The first was, that grants might 
be made under peculiar circumstances, and 
the honorable gentleman had quoted the 
speech of his Excellency the Governor---

The SECRETARY l!'OR PuBLIC L.iNDS: I did 
not quote at all. 

The Hon. A. MAcALISl'ER : If the hon:or­
able gentleman would only go a little further, 
he would find words used by his Excellency 
the Governor :- · 

" To grant Supply in a lump sum, without 
examination of the Estimates, is a course which 
should be resorted to on very rare and sprcial 
occasions and to do so to a Government in which 
you profess to have no confidence, ~s, in my 
opinion, to abdicate, not your O\\n r1ghts, but 
those of your constituents who have entrusted 
this important duty to your charge." 
~ ow, with regard to the second objection, and 
the precedents of the House of Commons ; 
the honorable gentleman did not recollect 
that the financial year in England did not 
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correspond with ours ; and he had forgotten 
that, not only in the Governor's Opening 
Speech, but by the Government in the House, 
the admission was made that the Assembly 
did not represent the country; and, there­
fore, the Government had no constitutional 
right to Supply. 

Mr. STEPIIENS said he thought if the hon­
orable member again refPrred to the instance 
he had quoted, he would find that it related 
to votes of the same year, and a vote was 
taken for four months on account. But, in 
the present case, they had 8upply voted for 
six months and a-half of the year, and he 
could not understand why they should ask 
for more. If they were discussing the Esti­
mates for 187:3, instead of the Estimates for 
187 4, he admitted that the precedent quoted 
would apply, and that it would be necessary 
to grant something of the kind; but such was 
not the ease, and no substantial reason had 
been shown why this vote should be allowed. 

The SECRETAUY FOR PuBLIC LANDS said it 
was perfectly immaterial whether the Esti­
mates were for this year or next year. He 
maintained that a moribund Parliament could 
give a vote on account, and that this was one 
of the cases referred to by His Excellency the 
Governor. Whether the financial year was 
the same or not, did not in any way touch the 
point. He would refer to a case to show that 
when a vote was taken on account, the in­
coming Parliament voted the rest of the 
money. Here the custom was to meet about 
April or May, and the authorities perfPctly 
justified them in taking a vote on account 
until the next Parliament met. He would now 
quote another authority which was even 
stronger than those he bad already men­
tioned:-

" .Again, in April, 1859, votes on account were 
taken upon all the heads of expenditure, in order 
to provide for the public service, until after an 
approaching diosolntion; and the votes were corn· 
pletecl by the new Parliament." 

Mr. STEPHENS: For the services of the 
same year. 

The 8ECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: That 
does not matter. 

Mr. KING said the honorable the Minister 
for Lands had let the cat out of the bag He 
had told the honorable members, what they 
knew pretty well before, that the new Parlia­
ment would not meet until April or j\fay next. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS said 
he rose for the purpose of making an explana­
tion. It was not right for the honorable 
member to impute such a statement to him. 
He had made no such statement; and, as for 
letting the cat out of the bag, it was absurd, 
because there was nothing to be let out.. 

1\fr. KING: The meaning of the honorable 
gentleman was perfectly clear. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: I deny 
the meaning placed on my words by the 
honorable member. 

Mr. KING: Supposing, as the honorable 
member for Ipswich had pointed out, the new 

Parliament did not meet until April or May 
next, the present Ministry would have carried 
on the Government of the llountry for two 
years without a regular session of Parliament. 
This could not be called a session. They had 
been told in the Governor's Speech that in 
consequence of the approaching elections this 
House would not deal with any Important 
questions. They had heard a good deal 
about the dignity of the Government. They 
were certainly very dignified ; but they 
showed their dignity in a very peculiar way­
by rt>maining in office on the casting vote of 
the Speaker for instance. In fact, the manner 
in which they asserted their dignity was not 
only peculiar, but rather contradictory. At 
the end of 1871, they were offered Supply for 
three or four months of 1872; but the dignity 
of the Government would not allow them to 
take Supply on account. They adjourned 
during January, and when the time arrived 
for paying the civil servants it was still 
beneath their dignity to accept Supply on 
account. They threatened that the light­
houses would be rut out, and that other 
irreparable injury would be done to the colony, 
because their dignity would not allow them 
to take a vote on account. And now, although 
they had 8upply for six and a-half months of 
the present year, they considered it consis­
tent with their dignity to ask for a vote on 
account for 1874. 'How were they to reconcile 
this extraordinary discrepancy in connection 
with the maintenance of their dignity ? At 
one time they would have nothing less than 
full Supply for the year, and on another they 
asked for a vote on account. The whole 
thing was manifestly absurd. He sincerely 
wished that the Government would think less 
of their dignity, and a great deal more of th_eir 
duty to the country. He could not concmve 
what the object of the Government could be 
in going on in this way. If they could not 
take a vote on account for 187~. when the 
debts of the colony had become due, and it 
was urgently necessary that payment should 
be made, with what face could they now 
come to the House, in the middle of 1873, 
and ask for a vote on account for 187 4 ?-espe­
cially after the valuable expression of opinion 
on constitutional law with which they bad 
been favored by His Exrellency the Governor. 
The House had been told that they would be 
abrogating their functions, and he did not 
know what they would not be doing to their 
constituents, if they passed a vote on account. 
He hoped honorable members would n~t _be 
so disrespectful as not to r( g trd that opim~:m 
on this subject. The honomble _the CoJomal 
Treasurer, in speaking at an earlier penod of 
the evening, was pleased _to say_ that he (Mr. 
KinO") had made an electwneermg speech for 
the p~rposc of having it reported. H~ was 
obliged to the honorable member _for this e~­
pression of opinion, although he did not admit 
that it was an electioneering speech. But 
honorablc members on that side of the House 
had some excuse for making electioneering 
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speeches. They had not the control of elec­
tioneering estimates. They had not £160,000 
or £170,000 in the shape of Estimates to go 
to the country with. On looking at the Esti­
mates for 1874, he found that they amounted 
to about £117,000 more than the Estimates for 
this year. How did this increase arise, and 
how was the money apportioned to be spent in 
the different districts in the colony P There 
were a few items he would read from those 
Estimates :-

" Roads in the Wide Bay and Burnett districts, 
£10,000; Darling Downs and the ""Western dis· 
tricts, £8,000 ; Moreton, East and \V est, £14,000 ; 
opening, closing, and surveying roads, £3,000; 
total, £35,000." 
How was it that they were asked to vote these 
sums in the lump, without any division being 
made as to the different localities in which 
the money was to have been spent? These 
sums ought not to read in the way they ap­
peared in the Estimates. They ought to read 
"Amount required for securing the return of 
Ministerial candidates, Southern Division, 
£35,000-to SU}Jplement the amount placed 
by the Pastoral Association at their disposal 
to carry on the next elections." Then, again, 
in the North, there was a sum of £9,000 for 
the l{ockhampton, Gladstone, and Springsure 
districts. Of course, the Government would 
not condescend to name the portions of those 
districts in which the money was to be spent. 
It was to be entirely at the disposal of Gov­
ernment candidates, and if any one of those 
candidates found that the opposition against 
him was strong, he would be authorised to 
promise the expenditure of the whole £9,000 
in a }Jarticular district in. order to secure his 
return. He hoped honorable gentlemen op· 
posite did not imagine they were going to gPt 
road votes passed in that way, without any 
information being given as to how, or where, 
the money was to be expended. Constituen­
cies represented by Opposition members did 
not get much justice from the Government. 
There had not been a farthing spent in such 
constituencies except what was expended for 
the especial object of getting their present 
representatives thrown out during the next 
elections. He believed it had been acknow­
ledged on several occasions that the House did 
not exercise sufficient supervision over the 
expenditure of public money. They had 
authorised the expenditure of money without 
kno>Ying in what locality, or in what manner 
it was to be spent ; and he was disposed to 
be much more strict in the future, and to 
insist that in every instance in w hi eh 'it was 
practicable, the items should be fully set down 
in the Estimates. He would no longer 
tolerate these dodges in the expenditure of 
public money, by which a Minister could 
place £10,000, or £20,000 at the disposal of 
particular candidates, and bribe constituencies. 
He hoped that whenever the Estimates for 
187 4 were submitted to the House they would 
have the items set down in detail, anclnot in 
the way they were now prepared-as, for 

instance, £10,000 for the Wide Bay and Bur­
nett district. They should speci(y so much 
for roads about Maryborough; so much for 
roads about Gympie ; so much for the road 
from J\Iaryborough to Gayndah; so much 
for the road from Bundaberg to Mount Perry 
-so that every important locality should 
receive its fair share, and the disposal of the 
money should be determined by the import­
ance of the road, and by the amount of traffic 
that passed over it, and not by the exigen­
cies of the Government. 

JUr. SrEPHENS said he was somewhat 
astonished at the very unusual course which 
had been taken by the Government on this 
occasion. The usual plan after making the 
financial statement, was, to take the Supple­
entarv Estimates first. In the first place, they 
shoufd take the Supplementary Estimates 
for the previous year, and he observed that 
further Supplementary Estimates for last 
year, amounting to £"1.2,648, were now 
before the House. 'l'he whole of this money 
had been spent without authority, and the 
usual and proper course in bringing the 
Estimates forward for consideration was to 
ask the committee to sanction these Estimates 
first, the money having been already spent. 
They should then proceed to the Supplemen­
tary Estimates for the current year. They 
had Supnlementary Estimates for the present 
year, an{ounting to £119,~92, a large portion 
of which was now in course of expenditure, 
and the whole of that sum could not be 
expended without a vote being obtained, with­
out violating the rules of the House. It was 
usual to take these first, and last of all the 
Estimates for next year. As far a~ the 
Estimates-in-Chief were concerned, he would 
point out that no illegality could arise in con­
nection with them until January ne::tt, be­
cause the money would not be required 
until that time. ·why, under these cir­
cumstances, the honorable the Colonial 
Treasurer should reverse the usual course, 
and ask for a vote of £170,0<J0, which, accord­
ing to his own admission, he clid not need, 
leaving in abeyance the Supplementary Esti­
mates for last year, which required Parlia­
mentary sanction, and which would not be 
el'ltered in the Audit books as payment until 
that sanction was obtained ; and also the 
Supplementary Estimates for the present 
year, amounting to £119,000, which also 
required the sanction of Parliament before 
the whole oi the money could be spent ; why 
that honorable gentleman should propose to 
leave both of these over until after dealing with 
the Estimates for next year,he could notunder­
sttmd. It was directly contrary to the usual 
course. He was put rather more in a puzzle 
with respect to the matter when he read the 
statement of the honorable gentleman in his 
financial speech. He stated :-

"The reasons which have weighed with the 
Government and decided them not to a>k for the 
usual annual supplies for the coming year, and 
which are, doubtless, considered sufficient to in-
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duce honorable members opposite to place diffi­
culties in the way of such supplies being granted, 
were they asked for." 
'l'he honorable gentleman seemed therefore 
to have anticipated that the committee would 
place difficulties in the way of granting sup­
plies for 1874; but why should he anticipate 
difficulty in getting the whole of the sup­
plies required for that year, any more than a 
portion of them ?-especially taking into ac­
count the constitutional question raised on 
the Ministerial side of the House, last year, 
that by granting a lump sum the House 
would be forPgoing its functions and its 
privileges; and that all expenditure should 
be allottpd out J.mcler the hands of the 
different departments. The honorable gentle­
man said he anticipated that, if he asked for 
the Estimates Jor 1874 in detail, honorable 
members opposite would place difficulties in 
the way; but he had no reason to suppose 
that difficulties would be placed in the way 
of granting the whole supplies required for 
1874 that would not be put in the way of 
granting supplies for four months. The only 
reason why he should have anticipated any 
surh difficulty as he had intimated was some­
thing like this :-If the whole of the supplies 
for 187 4 were voted, the GoYernment would 
be independent of Parliament for a consider­
able period. But he would point out that, 
if the committee granted the supplies now 
asked for, the Government would be per­
fectly independent of Parliament until May 
next. He could not, therefore, understand 
why the honorable member had departed 
from the usual custom. Again, on ·looking 
at another portion of the honorable gentle­
man's speech, he found that, in the only place 
in which he referred to the Yote now under 
the consideration of the House. he stated 
that he did not need that vote. "Vhy, then, 
should he take the very unusual course of 
asking for that vote, which he believed would 
be met with opposition, and which he said he 
did not require? 'lhe honorable gentleman 
said-

" Honorable members opposite will, of course, 
accept my assurancc"--
Of course, eYerybody who lmewthe honorable 
gentleman would accept his assurance-
" that the Supply on account of 1874 is asked for 
n:;ore in their interests than 1 hat of the present 
occup::mts of the Treasnry benches, for, should 
the present Government remain in oflice, the 
an,ount will not be neroecl." 
Honorable members on the Opposition side of 
the Hoi.1se were quite prepared to admit that, 
but they did not want the proposed provision. 
If it were done for their especial benefit, they 
would forego all claim to it, and have the 
regular course of procedure adopted in place 
of that proposal. It would be inconsistent 
and wrong to grant it, and although they 
were all extremely grateful to the honorable 
the Colonial Treasurer for making the pro­
posal, they declined to take it. If the Supply 

asked for was not needed, why ask for it; 
and if it was needed, why not say so? '\Vhen 
the Government required it, that would be 
quite time enough to ask for it. The honor­
able gentleman also said:-

"It is only in the event of a change of Ministry 
that :;upply for the early months of 1874 will be 
required, during the time occupied in the election 
of new Ministers." 
But if there should be a change of Ministry, 
surely the outgoing Ministers would not 
refuse Supply, and it would be quite time 
enough to vote it then. He could not see a 
single statement in the speech of the honor­
able the Colonial Treasurer to show why he 
should make such a proposition to the House. 
It looked as if he wished to be opposed. He 
said he anticipated opposition to granting 
Supply for 1874, and that it would be useless 
to ask for it, and yet he now came forward 
and pursued the very course which would 
call forth that opposition. He hoped the 
honorable gentleman would not imist upon 
this unusual course of taking the Estimates 
for 187 4 before the Supplementary Estimates 
for 1872 and 1873, which ab~olutely required 
the sanction of Parliament at this time. He 
could easily understand the arguments of the 
honorable the Minister for Lands applying 
in all their force to the Estimates for 1873, if 
they were now under the consideration of 
the. House; because, if the House adjourned 
for some months, a vote on account would be 
necessary, but nothing of the kind could 
occur with reference to 1874. A. good deal 
had been said during the course of the debate 
that evening with respect to the reduction of 
taxation, and the competency of the House, 
as at present constituted, to deal with that 
question. Now, it certainly seemed to him 
that if the House were competent to vote 
away money out of the public funds, it was 
equally competent to enter upon and decide 
the question of a reduction of taxation. 

HoNoRABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear. 
Mr. STEPHENS : He thought it was fully 

as competent for them to save the pockets of 
the taxpayers of the colony as to throw their 
money away; and it was, therefore, quite as 
justifiable to go into the question of reducing 
taxation as to go into additional expenditure. 
He did not think that anyone would doubt 
the competence of the House to deal with 
that question. In fact, as a matter of justice, 
it would be much more advisable to endeavor 
(o save the people some taxation than to take 
the other course, and vote these large sums of 
money and spend it. If the question of re­
ducing taxation was to be left until next year 
for settlement, this House need not trouble 
itself much about the matter. He thought 
it woulcl be generally admitted that the Gov­
ernment were bound bv their Estimates, and 
honorable members had now before them the 
Estimates-in-Chief for 187 4, Supplementary 
Estimates for this year, and Supplementary 
Estimates No. 3 for 1,!372. In addition to 
the Estimates for 1874, which had been laid 
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on the table, they would, no doubt, have 
Supplementary Estimates for that yPar, and, ! 

perhaps, further Supplementary l~stimates; 
and they must not, therefore, take the Esti­
mates for 1S74 as anything like the actual 
expenditure 'vhich would be requirPd, but 
0nly as an approximate estimate of what 
would be n0cessary for the year. During 
the year there were Supplementary Estimates 
No.1, for money whiel1 might be expected to 
be voted that year. Then there was 8upple­
mentary Estimates No. 2, for money expended 
without authority; and, sometimes, there were 
three or four 8upplementary l~stimates. If 
the 1:-'upplementary Estimates for 1874 should 
be on anything like the same scale as those 
now on the table, the estimated revenue for 
187 4 would entirely disappear; it would all 
be gone, and they need not trouble themselves 
in the least about the question of the reduc­
tion of taxation. He found that a great 
mistake had been made by the honorable the 
Colonial Treasurer throughout his speech. 
The general tenor of that speech was cal­
culated to leave the impression that it 
"W"onld be quite within the power of the 
next Parliament to reduce taxation 1f they 
thought proper ; but, although, as there 
would be a surplus of £200,000 this year, 
it was not only competent, but possible, 
to reduce taxation for the remaining half of 
this year, yet, if the honorable gentleman's 
Estimates were carried out, and the Supple­
mentary Estimates Nos. 1 and 2 were on 
anything like the same scale as those now 
before the House, the total expenditure 
"ould amount to about £1,125,000. The . 
estimated revenue for 1874 was £1,141,200; 
and nearly the whole of this-or about 
£1.125,000, would disappear if the House 
voted the :Estimates as prepared, and the 
Supplementary :Estimates on the same scale 
as those now before honorable members. 
Under these circumstances, the whole of the 
estimated rnvenue for next year, with the 
exception of about £l7,000, vi·ould be swept 
away. To his mind this was a sound reason 
why the question of the reduction of taxation 
should be taken into consideration at once. 
There could be no doubt that however large 
the revenue might become, the Government 
of the day, whoever they might be, would 
always be found able to make the expendi­
ture equal to the income ; and if they did not 
cat<.'h up to it in one year, they would in 
another. T;1ere were other reasons for com­
ing to this conclusion. Look at the way in 
which the expenditure had increased. He 
had not taken the Auditor-General's 1\eport, 
because it was such a cumbrous and com­
plicated ma-1s of figures that nobody could 
make anything out of it. He simply took 
thP sum vcted for 1871. The authorised 
expenditure for that year was about £830,000. 
He might he told that out of those sums 
there would be a certain proportion of lapsed 
votes, but it was not necessary to dwell very 
strongly upon thaoi, because it did not 

materially affect the question. Well, as he 
had before stated, the expenditure for 1871 
was about £8:30,000; and the expenditure 
for 1874-<.'alculating, of course, on the sup­
position that the Estimates as proposed for 
that year, and Supplementary Estimates in 
similar proportion to those now submitted, 
would be passed-would be about £1,125.000, 
thus showing an increase of about £300,000 
in the space of three years. The expendi­
ture during the present year would be about 
one million ; buL then, a.gain, there would 
be lapsed votes, and taking that off, the ex­
penditure in 1874 would be about £170,000 
more than in 1871. This was a very large 
increase indeed, and the increase next year 
would bring it up to nearly £300,000 more 
than in 1871. At the same time it must be 
understood that he did not mean to say that 
tlw expenditure would roach that amount; 
but, what he said was, that if the Estimates as 
submitted to the House were passed, and the 
Supplementary Estimates were on the same 
scale as the present ones, it would be so. 
He therefore said, and he said it strongly, 
that they should not vote the~e great increases 
in the expenditure. By doing so, there 
could not be the slightest doubt that they 
would swamp the whole increase in the 
revenue, and he was the more inclined to 
think that this would be so from some of the 
figures which the honorable the Colonial 
Trea~urer had placed before them. He 
would only refer to one instance. The honor­
able gentleman estimated that the customs 
revenue for 1873 would be £50,000 more than 
1872, and he thPn reckoned that there would 
be an increase of £75,000 next year over the 
present year. But on what ground was this 
result arrived at? He could certainly see 
none. He could easily understand that the 
increase, during the present year, should be 
large. It was during the latter part of last 
year, and running into this, that the increase 
had taken place; and it arose from the 
inereased returns from onr gold fields, and 
from tin anrl copper discoveries, and the 
increase in price in _England of almost every 
article of export. It "W"as anticipated that 
this would give an increase of £50,000 over 
last year; but why the honorable gentleman 
should estimate £75,000 more next year than 
this, he could not understand. It seemed to 
him that the honorable the Treasurer had 
placed himself in this position-He had got 
tired of under-estimating the revenue, and he 
now went in for something very much larger, 
and he (Mr. Stephens) thought he had run 
the risk of eHtimating a great deal too much. 
·while on this question of customs revenue, 
he would make a few further observations 
respecting it. He did not know exactly what 
the population of the colony was at the 
presl'nt tnnc, but taking it that at the end 
of this year the population would be from 
137,000 to 140,000, he then found that 
the estimated receipts for customs duties 
during 1874, would amount to something like 
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£4 per head. They had thought three 
guineas per head a very large sum, and why 
the revenue should amount to £i per head 
next year he could not understand, especially 
when the sugar duties were nearly nil, and 
the spirit duties were falling off considerably, 
in consequence of the quantity of rum which 
was now produced in the colony. There was 
no doubt that a considerable number of 
articles were now produced in the colony 
which were previously imported, and on which 
ad valo1·em was paid; but while they had all 
these things against it, how the honorable 
gentleman could see~ his way to raise the 
revenue from three guineas to £4 per head, 
next year, he could not conceive. This was 
however, more a matter of detail than he had 
intended to go into. He only wished to 
point out that the honorable the Colonial 
Treasurer was likely to be a good deal out in 
the revenue he had es~imated for next year. 
He thought he had fa1rly shown that, at the 
rate of increase in the public expenditure 
which had talien place, and was likely to take 
place during next year, the House, by that 
time, need not trouble itself in the slightest 
degree about the reduction of taxation. They 
would not then be able to reduce anything. 
Vvhatever might be the increase in the 
rPvenur, tlwy would manage to spend it all. 
It appeared to him that this question was of 
vast importance to the colony. The only 
financial feat the present Government had 
accomplished, so far as he could remember, 
was that they hacl succeeded in raising the 
taxation of the country ; and he thought he 
heard the honorable member for ·western 
Downs saying. when he brought forward that 
tariff-he hoped the honorable member would 
correct him if he were in error-that if it did 
not produce the requisite amount of revenue, 
he did not know where else to look for it. 
ThPrc was no other moans of raising the 
requisite revenue. He remembered the hon­
orable member saying something of that sort. 
'l'here could be no doubt that increase of 
taxation brought a reaction with it-that they 
did not get so much more money in pro­
portion. He thought the great bulk of 
the customs duties were of such a nature 
that any further increase would result 
in a considerable reduction in consump­
tion, and, for this reason, it would be 
an exceedingly unsafe course for the Govern­
ment to pursue. He did not suppose that 
anybody anticipated that the present pros­
perity in the customs revenue would be 
permanent, or that the prosperity of the 
colony had raised this source of revenue to 
such a height that the honorable the Colonial 
Treasurer could expect to reeei>e £4 per head 
of the ·whole population, man, \Yoman, and 
child, during 1874, when from £2 15s. to £3, 
or £3 3s. per head, was the standard before. 
It must be considered that even this was an 
exceptionally large amount to receiYe, and 
the estimate of the honorable the Colonial 
Treasurer was therefore a very unsafe calcu­
lation to go upon. It was not at all unlikely 

that a continuance of this system would lead 
the colony into speculation somewhat similar 
to what took place seven or eight years ago; 
and if they got that old speculative spirit 
through all classes of the people again, and 
through the Government, they would cer· 
tainly have a reaction, and a decrease in our 
revenue would be sure to follow. A decrease 
in the price of our produce in England might 
al~o cause a reduction in the revenue. Taking 
all these things into account, he believed it 
would be far wiser, now that the revenue was 
so much larger than the expendit.ure, to take 
into consideration the reduction of taxation, 
so that they might be placed in such a posi­
tion that when adverse times came again, and 
the customs revenue had to be considered, 
they would not have the Treasurer saying he 
did not know where else to look for requi<>ite 
revenue. He thought it was not wise to 
make taxation too tight. He was certain 
that they would not have a surplus revenue 
for more than three years together, because 
they would always find the expenditure 
creeping up to the revenue. This reminded 
him of a remark made by an honorable 
member that afternoon. 'l'here was a great 
·difference between borrowing money for 
reproductive works, and spending it in large 
salaries, and for other things from which 
there was no return; and he thought that 
if honorable members on the Opposition 
did go in for public works on borrowed 
money, that was very different from approv· 
ing of the Government spending large 
sums in salaries, and for other purposes, 
b_y which the general expenditure of the 
colony wa& largt>ly increased. Once this 
class of expenditure was inereased, it would 
be impossible to reduce it again without 
inflicting serious injury, and in. all probability 
they would not succeed in domg so by any 
means. He, therefore, thought that the best 
thing to be done in the present prosperous state 
of the revenue was to be cautious, and to take 
step~ to place the colony in sur h a position that, 
when a reaction occurred, it would not catch 
them in such a fix that, they would not know 
which way to turn to get out of it. The 
practical conclusion to which he had arrived 
from these considerations was this: That they 
had better not touch the Estimates for 187 4, 
if they did not consider the whole question; 
ancl this brought him back to the considera­
tion of the original proposition-that they 
ought not to interfere, in any way, with those 
Estimates. No one would, for one moment, 
dispute that they ought to say they would 
not touch the exp('nditure, unless, at the same 
time, they dealt with the question of taxation. 
If the question of taxation was to be referred 
to another Parliament, let them also remit 
the rxpenditure to that Parliament. He had 
shown that, if the_y carried the Estimates of 
the honorable the Colonial Treasurer, 01· voted 
any portion of them, and that the Supplemen­
tary Estimates afterwards came on in the 
same scale as the Supplementary Estimates 
now before them, and they were also passed, 
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they would settle the question of a reduction 
of taxation; because, by so doing, they would 
preveut the possibilty of any reduction. 
They had been told that the reduction of the 
prese,1t customs tariff lk'td better be left to 
the next Parliament-the honorable the Colo­
nial Treasurer had told them so-and he 
maintained that they should leave the expen­
diture of the public money to that Parliament 
also, and remit the whole matter to them. 
The honorable gentleman said he did noL ask 
for the whole of the Estimates for 1874<, but 
only for a portion; but honorable members 
were quite as justified in opposing a portion 
as in opposing the whole. The honorable 
member also said that he did not want the 
money-that it was for the convenience of 
honorable members on the Opposition benches, 
and, r.s far as that was eoncerned, honorable 
members on that side of the House declined 
to take it. He thought the honorable gen­
tleman ought to withdraw the proposal for 
£170,000 for 1874, and take the usual course 
of proceeding with the Supplementry Esti­
mates first. It was absolutely necessary that 
he should have the sanction of the House for 
the £t2,000 he had spent in 1872 without 
authority; and the less time that was allowed 
to stand over the better. He hoped the 
honorable member would see the propriety 
of taking this course. 

The CoLONIAL 'l'REASUHER said he thought 
he should not be required to follow closely 
the whole of the arguments of the honorable 
member for South l3risb[l,ne, in reference to 
the several subjects to which he had referred 
in connection with the financial statement he 
had recently made. But he would briefly refer 
to one of those subjects upon which the horror­
able member hacl touched at greater length 
than any of the rest. It was one of those 
fruitful subjects for speculation and debate 
which had better be dismissed in as few words 
as possible. 'l'he honorable member disagreed 
with his estimate of the customs receipts for 
187 4, and he believed that he and that horror­
able member would continue to differ on that 
subject, and that they might discuss it until 
the end of 1874 11ithout coming to any satis­
factory conelusion. He would shortly state 
his ground for having arriyed at this estimate ; 
but, before doiug so, he might inform the 
House that he considered the whole of the 
Estimates for 1874were exceedingly moderate. 
In almost every instance in which he made 
an estimate for 187 4, the amount set down 
was under the amount estimated by the head 
of each department. The Collector of Cus­
toms had, he might state, estimated the re­
ceipts for 187 4 considerably higher than the 
amount which he had placed before honorable 
members. His reasons for estimating the re­
venue of 187 4 so much more than that of 1873 
were :-Large prospective immigration, the 
expenditure of public money, and the general 
progress of the colony. The probable results 
from these causes between this and next 
year, were such that he felt justified in mak­
jng the estimate he had placed before the 

House. He did not think it necessary to 
deal with this question further, as it was not 
a very important one at this time. He would 
now refer to the rejected favors which that 
side of the House had attemptecl to gi,·e to 
the Opposition. He now saw that nothing 
would please honorable members opposite. 
The Government had endeavored to induce 
them to accept that, which he was satisfied, 
if they accepted it, would prove of immense 
convenience to them, if they came into office 
at the beginning of next year. He could 
illustrate this by what might happen, however 
soon the elections took place. >:iupposing the 
honorable member for the Kennedy was the 
new Attorney-General; they all knew how 
long it would take him to appeal to his con­
stituents, and in this respect this vote of 
£170,000 would be invaluable to honorable 
members opposite. But, to the Government, 
it was of no consequence whatever, because, 
if they pursued the course they intended, 
which was to bring about the elections as 
soon as possible, they would return in sufficient 
time to ask Parliament for the Estimates 
for 1874. In fact, so little did the Govern­
ment care about it, that they had no desire to 
press the favor which honorable members 
opposite appeared to value so lightly; and he 
would, therefore, with the permission of the 
House, withdraw the resolution. 

HoNORABLE ME::UBERS: Hear, hear. 
The CoLONIAL TREASURER: On the under­

standing-and he wished honorable members 
to distinctly understand this-that it 11as 
dor.e without any factious object. The Gov­
ernment had no desire to force this on the 
House, because they gave it more for the 
consideration of honorable members oppo~ite 
than for themselves; but he thought they 
had a fair right to ask that, if this were 
withdrawn, the House would fairly, and 
without any fact.ious opposition, proceed with 
the consideration of the Supplementary Esti­
mates. 

HoNORABLE :MEMBERS : Hear, hear. 
The CoLONIAL 'l.'REASUilER: That being so, 

and as the Government were desirous that 
business should proceed, and, with the consent 
of honorable members, he would withdraw 
the motion. 

The lion . .A.. MAc.ursTER said he was very 
much pleased to find that the Government 
had adopted the course they had now re­
solved upon. He thought it was a sound 
constitutional course, and he would be sorry 
if, even with a majority of one, they at­
tempted to press the resolu~ion. ·with 
regard to the Supplementary .Estimates, he 
could assure the honorable the Colonial 
Treasurer that there would be no factious 
opposition displayed, as far as he was con­
cerned, to prevent their consideration. He 
trusted that, with this assurance, there would 
be no difficulty in going on with other busi­
ness, 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER, with the con. 
sent of the House, withdrew the resolution. 




