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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Tuesday, 3 June, 1873,

State Education.—Address in Reply to Opening Speech

STATE EDUCATION.
The CoroNiar SEcreETARY moved for leave
to introduce a Bill providing for State Educa-
tionin Queensland, He said that in bringing
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forward this motion he desired to make a few
remarks. He considered it necessary to do
50, because he had seen, to-day, that the Bill
had been printed in a newspaper.. He did
not mean to say that there was anything
wrong in that; but it was, to say the least of
i, a very unusual proceeding to publish a
Bill before it had been circulated to honor-
able members, and he begged to inform the
House that he had in no way sanctioned it;
and no honorable member could be more
astonished than he was to sce it in the news-
paper. He merely wished to state to the
House that he had nothing whatever to do
with it. He had given a copy of the Bill
to a number of persons in confidence, as was
often done with other measurces; but whenhe
did so he had no con®ption that the Bill
would be verbally printed in the newspapers.
If he had thought'it would have been printed
in the newspapers before it was circulated to
honorable members he would not have given
away any copies of it; and if he had wished
that it should be printed in the newspapers
he would have given copies of it to all the
newspapers.

The motion was agreed to, and the Bill
having been introduced was read a first time.

The CoroviaT, SECRETARY said, he desired
further to state, with respect to the motion,
that the notice had got out of its place, and
had Deen inserted under the head of Govern-
ment business. As honorable members were
aware, the Bill was not introduced as a Go-
vernment measure, but though it belonged to
general business he hoped it would receive
the support of a majority of the members of
the Government.

ADDRESS IN REPLY TO OPENING
SPREECH-—Resumption of Debate.

TheHon.R. Rausay, after a brief pause had
ensuedafterthe Orderof the Dayhad beenread
for the resumption of the adjourned debate on
the Address in Reply, rose and said Le was
in hope that some honeorable member opposite
would have risen to continue the debate, but
as it did not appear to be the intention of any
honorable member opposite to do so, and as
it would be a pity that so interesting a debate
should be nipped in the bud, he would trouble
the House with a few remarks while honor-
able members opposite would have an oppor-
tunity of arranging their thoughts en the
question., In the first place, he would say
that he thought the honorable gentlemen now
in office, after a tenure of office extending
over a period of three years, had every reason
to congratulate’ themselves that no greater
objections could be found against them than
those which had been brought forward in the
course of the debate. ¥e Lad read with a
great deal of care and attention the specch of
the honorable member for Ipswich, who
moved the amendment on the Address in
Reply, and he must say that he felt consider-
able difficulty to find anything in it of much
importance to reply to. Affer reading the
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honorable member’s speech carefully as he
had done, it seemed to him that the principal
point of objection brought by the honorable
member against the Government, and cer-
tainly the one which he endeavored most to
press upon the attention of the House, was,
that the Ministry had not in His Excellency’s
Speech given an epitome of their policy.
Now, it was new to him to learn that after a
Ministry had been a certain length of time in
office that it was necessary for them to give a
résumé of their policy on cvery occasion of
the opening of Parliament, and particularly
when, on an oceasion like the present, their
policy was well known to every lhonorable
member of the Legislature. But if the
honorable member thought it was necessary
for the Government to give an account of
their policy on every occasion when the
Governor opened the Parliament, how much
more, he would ask, was it necessary for the
honorable member, who, though he had not
for a considerable time been a member of the
House, yet, on the very first day of the
Session, asked honorable members, by a
motion of want of confidence, to call upon
the Government to give up their policy and
follow him—how much more, he asked, was it
necesssary, under those eircumstances, that
the honorable member should, in Dring-
ing forward such a motion, explain what
was his own policy? Now, the policy
of the present Government had been before
the country for several years, and, in fact,
it was to be found written in the history
of the colony for the last three years; but
where was the policy of the honorable member
to be found? Certainly not in his speech,
for throughout the whole of it he had not
said one word as to what were his opinions
on any of the leading questions of the day.
Now, the House, he presumed, would like to
know what were the views of the honorable
member withjrespeet to the land question, to
which he had himself specially referred. He
complained that the Government had not
explained their policy, but neither had he
cxplained what was his. He said he would
like to see every one able to go on the lands
of the colony without danger and without
difficulty. Now, that was a very vague in-
dication of a policy indeed ; and he would
like, for his own part, to have a more distinet
definition of a land policy than that. He
was not aware that, at the present time, there
was any difficulty or danger to persons going
and settling on the land. The honorable
member’s definition of a land policy was
somewhat equal to saying that they should
like to see all the people virtuous and happy.
Now they all, no doubt, wished to see
the people virtuous and happy; but how
were they to secure that? What the
honorable member’s views on the land
question were,. might, however, be explaired
by what was afterwards said on the subject
by the honorable member for Wide Bay, who
wished to see free selection over the whole
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colony.  That was certainly a little more
than was said by the honorable member for
Ipswich, the leader, at present, of the Oppo-
sition ; but still it was very vague and indefi-
nite, for frce selection might mean many
things. For instance, it might mean limited
or unlimited free selection; and which did
the honorable memboer mean? If he meant
limited free selection, at what extent would
he fix the limit? At 360 acres, or 640 acres,
or 1,280 acres? And what would be the
price_he would fix per acre? Would it be
five shillings an acre, or ten shillings an acre,
or twenty shillings an acre? Or did he
intend that there should not be any fixed
price at all, and that the provisions of the
Land Act of 1868, and the Homestcad Areas
Act of last Session should be extended
in their application over the whole colony.
Now, he maintained that if that were to be
done the effect of it would be ruinous to the
whole colony. Such a policy, if carried out,
would be followed up by dummying on a
scalo that could scarcely be imagined. They
would have hosts of monied people coming up
from New South Wales and the other
colonios, bringing their dummies with them,
and picking out the very eyes of the country.
The cffect that would follow from the pro-
ceedings that would take place under such a
state of things would be of a most demoralis-
ing and pernicious character. They would
soon find a very much worse state of things
existing here than even what existed in
Vietoria at the present time, where dummying
was carricd on to an almost ineredible extent.
On the subject of dummying in Vietoria, Mr.
MeDonald, of the Castlemaine District Sur-
vey Office, wrote as follows :—

“I have to report that, in my own opinion,
dummyism for squatters was comparatively rare,
while that for large farmers and men of means
was much more frequent. I was credibly in-
formed that a Mr. David Ham, a speculator and
commission agent at Ballarat, had no lcss than
twenty-eight dummicsengaged selectingin different
partsof thedistrict; and I amsorry tohave to report
upon the daily increasing recklessness with which
sworn declarations are made in respect toland,
which is absolutely painful ; and I think one or
two prosecutions should be instituted to check
the practice before the country is utterly demor-
alised.”

Now, he could not but think that such a
course would be followed here if they had a
poliey by which it would be facilitated, and
that it would Dbe attended by equally de-
moralising effects. Then, asto the education
question, the House would no doubt have
Tiked to have heard something from the hon-
orable member in explanation of his views
upon that question; but the honorable mem-
ber did not utter one solitary word as to his
views upon the subject of education. He
did not say whether hie was in favor of com-
pulsory or of voluntary education; but he
asked honorable members to follow him
without his informing them as to where they
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were to follow him to, or in what course he
was to lead them. Now, strange as it might
seem to some that the honorable member
should come forward with an amendment of
the kind he had proposed without enunciatin]g-ri
any policy of his own, it was siranger sti

to see that other honorable members would
follow him without being informed as to what
his policy would be. It almost seemed to
him that the question of policy was altogether
one of secondary importance on this occasion,
and that the primary object of some honor-
able members opposite was to accomplish
the overthrow of the Government, and suc-
ceed in installing themselves in office. This
was the second time the honorable mem-
ber who had moved the amendment now
before the House,had pursued the same
course. When the honorable gentleman at
the head of the Government came into power
the second time the honorable member at the
head of the Opposition pursued a course
similar to that which he had taken on this
occasion, and proposed a vote of want of con-
fidence in the Ministry. On the previous
oceasion he proposed the motion before the
Government had an opportunity of expressing
to the House what their policy was to be;
and now he proposed a similar motion with-
out stating what were his own opinions on
some of the leading questions that engaged
public attention at the present time, or what
course of policy he would himself pursue.
The honorable member had besides com-
plained that the Government had not ex-
plained what their policy was. But, as he
(Mr. Ramsay) had already said, the policy
of the present Government was written on
the history of the colony for the last three
years; and there would be very little
difficulty in informing the honorable member
as to what that policy was, or as to what
its effects had been.  When the present
Ministry took office they found the country
in a state of hopeless depression, and honor-
able members oppositec while in office had
been hopeless and reckless—and he said
so advisedly. If they found a business-
man whose affairs were in such an inex-
tricable state of difficulty and embarrass-
ment that, in order to be able to carry on, he
had toborrow money at accumulating interest,
and that he did so without making any pro-
vision for re-payment, they would be justified
in saying that he was in an utterly hopeless
position, and that he was acting with almost
fatuitous recklessness. Now, that was exactly
the state of affairs the present Government,
when they succeeded to office, found to have
been in existence in the case of the preceding
Government; and they then laid down for
their own guidance a course which they had
steadily adiered to up to the present time.
‘When they eame into office they said to them-
selves that they would foster the resources
of the colony, and curtail all expenditure
until they had succeeded in bringing the
revenue into such a position as would justify
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them in increasing the public expenditute;
and with that object in view they made every
possible provision for the progressive advance-
ment of the colony. Well, that course they
had pursued in spite of all the censure and
all the misrepresentation they had been sub-
jecte@ to, both in the House and out of it,
and in spite of all the abuse that had ad
nauseam been heaped upon them by honorable
members, and through the press. The Gov-
crnment paid no attention to all that, but
took immediate steps by the initiation of a
new tariff, and the cutting down of all expen-
diture as far as was consistent with a due
regard to the absolute requirements of the
colony, to promote an improvement in the
state of the revenue. Now, one of the first
things they did was to expend a large amount
of money in deepening and otherwise im-
proving the river and harbor of Brisbane ;
and the result was that they now found vessels

drawing fifteen and sixteen feet of water, and -

which could not previously come up the
river beyond a certain distance, lying along-
side the wharves of the city ; and he hoped
that when the Torres Straits’ Mail Service
was established, they would see the steamers
connected with that service coming up to Bris-
bane, instead of transferring their passengers,
their mails, and local cargo to small steamers
and other craft in the Bay, and proceeding on
to Sydney. They had also laid out a very
large sum of money in the improvement of
the roads of the colony, especially throughout
those distriets that had not, and were not
likely to have for some time to come the
advantage of railway communication, and the
consequence was, so far as Brishane was con-
cerned, that many farmers were now able to
bring their produce to compete in the Bris-
bane market from districts between whieh and
Brisbane the possibility of communieation
was previously, at all times of the ycar, most
uncertain and precarious. They had also
expended other large sums of money which
had been voted during the tenure of office by
their predecessors, but which those honorable
gentlemen had not the energy or courage to
spend—moneys that had been voted for the
construction of public works in the eity of
Brisbane itself—and he thought he might
safely say that the city now presented a very
different appearance from what it did when
the present Ministry succeeded to office.
Again, ag soon as the time arrived that they
found their revenue and expenditure in a
state of equilibrium, and that they were in a
position to expend more money, they did not
hesitate to do so; and they did not require
any pressure from outside to be brought to
bear in the matter. It had been stated over
and over again that they were indebted for
their policy to the Opposition. Now, he
emphatically denied that such was the case.
The poliey of the present Governfnent had
been their own from the commencement, and
he was happy to be able to say that up to the

present time it had been carried out success- |
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fully for the general welfare of the whole
colony. Then, as to the matter of the rail-
ways, it was asserted by honorable members
opposite, that the Government had stolen
their policy as to railways; but he took leave
to deny that such was the case. The railway
poliey of the present Government was their
own, but it materially differed in one respect
from the railway policy of their predecessors.
It differed in this respect, that the present
Government proposed only to carry out their
railway policy when they found the state of
the revenue was such that they could afford
to do so; but the previous Governinent were
to carry out the railways at a time when the
country could not afford them ; and the results
had proved that the course the present Gov-
ernment had pursued was the right one.
(Laughter). Honorable members opposite
might laugh, but he would prefer to hear them
argue. Hewould again repeat that the policy
of the Government was chalked out by them
when they entered upon office, and they had
steadily and consistently carried it out. ‘Then,
on the subject of immigration, it had been said
that the Goovernment had no policy of their
own upon that question either, and that the
present immigration system had been forced
upon them. Now, the fact was, that when
the Government came into office the Act that
was in force was quite impracticable, and
therefore worthless. It was well known
that it was a pet scheme of the honorable
member for South Brisbane, but notwith-
standing that, it was,as he had said, altogether
impracticable, and the Government proposed
the measure .that was now in operation, and
by which they had succeeded in bringing a
large number of immigrants to the colony,
and the Government were at the present time
cxpending large sums of money for that pur-
pose under the provisions of the Act. As to
the railway, he would repeat what he had
already stated, that the Government did not
propose the construction of railways till they
found that the colony could afford them, and
when they saw that the state of their finan-
ces was such as to be able to afford railways,
the Government undertook the construction
of railways. The Government had also, from
the prosperous condition of the colony, felb
justified in asking the House to vote a large
sum of money for thes purpose of laying down
a deep-sea cable for the purpose ot eomplet-
ing telegrsphic communication between the
colony and Europe, and they also asked, and
obtained, the necessary powers to enable them
to take action in the matter of the establish-
ment of a steam postal service by way of Torres
Straits, both of which undertakings would be
of great benefit to the colony, and which the
Government would take steps to carry out as
soon as they found the colony could afford
them. Now, all those matters formed part
of the policy of the Government when they
entered upon office, and which they had
gradually and consistently pursued up to the
present time. They had, besides, introduced
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a number of liberal measures, such as the
Act providing for the extension of the fran-
chise, and the other for the granting of home-
stead areas for bond fide settlers, and other
measures that had been overlooked by honor-
able members opposite. He believed that
the policy of the Government had been
gonerally acceptable to the colony, and if
they remained longer in office they would
continue to adhere to their policy. e felt he
would have a little diflicultyinunwinding some
parts of the speech made by the honorable
member for Ipswich in moving the amend-
ment; and perhaps, he might, in replying to
if, impart more meaning to his words than the
honorable gentleman seemed to attach to them
himself; but there was one subject to which
the honorable member alluded particularly
—and the allusion was received with cheers

Ly honorable members opposite—and respect- |
ing which a great many mis-statements had ;|

been made out of doors, and the subject had
also given rise to a number of articles and
letters in the Courier and other newspapers.
He referred to the remarks of the honorable
member as to the way in which the last loan
was disposed of. It had been repeatedly
stated that the course which the Government
adopted for disposing of that loan had resulted
in a heavy loss to the colony. Now, so far
from that being the case, he believed it had
been the most successful financial transaction
that had ever been effected by any colonial
Government, and he would endeavor to show
to the House and to the country, and he
hoped he would be able to persuade them,
that such was eminently the case. There
were two ways of looking at the question.
They might look at it us a question per se,
or they might look at it in connection with
other transactions of a similar nature. Now,
lic would view it in both ways, and in the
first place he would deal with 1t as a transac-
tion by itself. It would, he thought, be
agreed that there could not have been any
other way adopted of initiating a transaction
of the kind than the one which had been
adopted by the Government, namely, that of
calling for tenders from all the different colo-
nies of the Australian group, fixing a limit,
giving ample time for tenders to be sent in,
and opening the tenders when the specified
time had elapsed. Now, all that had been
done by the Government, and the fact that
the limit had not been fixed too low, hiad been
proved by the result. 'When the tenders were
opened it was found that out of £1,386,200
which had been tendered for only £61,400
was above the limit that was fixed by the
Government. Of course they accepted that
amount,and deposited £100,000 in the Savings
Bank as security for the sums lodging by the
publie. They had then the balance in their
hands, and the question was—what were they
to do with it? Now, it must be borne in
mind that they occupied amongst the colonies
the position of pioneers in a matter of this
nature. In fact, it fell to the part of the
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: youngest of the Australian colonies to be the

first 1o place on the market a loan at 4 per
cent. They had nothing to guide them in
the matter; but the tenders that were sentin,
and the opinions of monied men in Sydney
and in the other colonies; and those opinions
were all against them, and the result of the
tenders sent in was very discouraging indeed.
As he had already stated, only £61,400 was
tendered for above the limif, while other
tenders for various sums up to the total
amount of £460,400 were sent in at between
80 and 82, and for a considerable amount the
tenders were below 80. Now, as he had
stated, those werc their guides, and their
only guides in addition to the opinions of
monied men, and their opinions were all
against them. And it must, therefore, be
seen that they were placed in a position of
considerable difficulty as to what course they
should adopt. Then came the offer of the
Bank of New South Wiales to take the balance
at the minimum price, and what under the
circumstances was the Government to do?
Now, suppose they had taken advantage of
the offer and had accepted i, the effect of
placing the whole of the balance of the loan
in the hands of a monetary institution having
the command of large means would have been
the withdrawal of the whole of the balance
from the market except to the extent of such
sums as the bank might choose to place on
the market at a nominally high rate ; and the
effect of that would, no doubt, have been to
increase the eredit of the colony to a consider-
able extent. Well, the Government were in
this position that they had advertised for a
loan of half a million of money, and had

| fixed a minimum below which no portion of

it should e disposed of. A. certain amount
of it had been taken up at a price above the
minimum, and they had the opportunity
offered them of disposing of the balance at
once. Now, it was of the utmost importance
that the CGovernment should endeavor to
maintain and improve the credit of the colony
to the utmost extent in their power. Well,
they had a great deal more than the half of
the loan remaining to be disposed of when
the bank offered to take up the balance at the
minimum ; and it was to be expected that if
the colony advanced, as there was cvery
reason to believe it would, it would become
necessary to place other loans in the market,
and therefore, for that reason, if there was
no other, it was of the greatest importance
that the credit of the colony should stand as
high as possible.  After apportioning the
£61,000 that had been tendered for above 86
and placing the £100,000 in the Savings
Bank, it would have been perfectly ridiculous
to have fixed a higher rate then 86 for the
balance, and the only thing they could have
done would have been to dispose of the re-
mainder of the loan in driblets; and by doing
so they would have placed themselves in the
hands of monied men, and of the monetary
establishments in Sydney and elsewhere, and
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the price of the debentures would have gone
down, and they would have had to dispose
of the rest at a much lower price. They might
have been told, and that with some show of
reason, that by the course they had adopted,
they had sacrificed the interests of the
colony, and that for the sale of saving one
or two per cent. they had allowed the
colony, as regarded its financial affairs, to
be dragged through the mire. But they
had an example to justify  them. They
had the case of New Zcaland before them.
Some short time after this colony adver-
tised for tenders for their debentures, the
colony of New Zealand advertised for a
loan ; and at that time the finanecial position
of that colony was guite as good as that of
this colony, and they placed their loan on
the market at 90%, but even at that rate they
could not succeed in obtaining a single tender,
and their attempt was therefore what might
be called a dead failure. Now, bythe course
pursued by this Government there had been
nothing of the nature of a dead failure,
because they had not fixed the minimum too
high. He maintained, therefore, that the
action taken by this Government had been
attended with great success, especially in the
way of establishing the credit of the colony.
As to the statement that sales had taken
place in the Sydney market at 94, he could
assurc the House that the sales ab that rate
did not extend to any considerable amount.
The Bank of New South Wales held a good
many of their debentures, but they had not
been able to dispose of many of them at 94.
Some of the newspapers had stated that the
money was not wanted; but that was not
correct, and the proof that it was not
correct, was to be found in the fact that
the loan -account was overdrawn to the
extent of £17,000. Now it might be asked
by some honorable members, where had the
money gone? Well, though it was not his
province to go into details, he would mention
a few particulars that he thought would be
sufficient to convinece the House that it had
been expended in a perfectly legitimate
way. It would be found by the financial
debates of last session, that the Govern-
ment had to provide £100,600 for Treasury
Bills that fell due on the 81st of December
last ; and that the sum required as security for
Savings Bank deposits amounted to £150,000.
Then there was wanted for loan expenditurc
in the colony between £30,000 and £40,000,
and there had to be sent to England for emi-
gration, railway expenditure, silver coin, ef
catera, £120,000. Now, that was altogether
independent of the £100,000 that had tobe sent
home to pay the interest that fell due in July
last year. The course the Government had
pursued had kept them in easy circumstances ;
and though they had not drawn one penny
more than was absolutely required, the loan
fund was, as he had stated, £17,000 in debit.
Another statement had been made to the effect
that the Bank of New South Wales had been
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able to declare a dividend of fifteen per cent.,
owing to the suceess of their speculations in
the debentures of this colony. That circum-
stance had been very gravely alluded to in
the newspapers, but it was cutirely withous
foundation ; and the same papers might have
noticed that the Commercial Bank, which had
nothing whatever to do with the debentures
of this colony, and which carried on precisely
the same business as the Bank of New South
Woales, and in the same places, had declared
a dividend of twenty per cent. Now, he
maintained that the sole reason why the
banks had been able to declare such
high dividends was altogether owing to the
improvement that had taken place in business
generally throughout the Australian colonies.
But there was another way of looking at the
question ; and he would ask honorable mem-
bers to consider how the action taken by the
presentGovernment had resulted, as compared
with the results of the action taken by pre-
vious Governments in the case of similar
transactions. He would not troubie the
House by going into the particulars of all
the loans negofiated by previous Govern-
ments ; but he would confine himself to the
last that was negotiated, before the prescnt
Government sueceeded to office. The amount
of that loan was £1,170,950. It was offered
ab six per cent., and it was disposed of at an
average of £90 0s. 93d. The interest the
colony had to pay on the nett sum received
under that loan amounted to £6 13s. 3;d.,
while the portion of the present loan which
had been disposed of, and which bore in-
tevest at the rate of 4 per cent., had brought
£87 0s. 94d., and the interest which the colony
had had to pay on the amount reccived came
to £4 11s. 103d. ; so that while this loan had
realised within 3 per cent. of the loan
raised by the previous Government at 6 per
cent., the country had been saved to the
amount of £2 Is. 43d. per cent.

Mr. Srepmens : What was the date of the
loan at 6 per cent., to which the honorable
member referred ?

The Hon. R. Raasay : The date was 1866,
but he would take any other loan for the pur-
pose of comparison, though he did not thinlk it
was necessary to take up the time of the House
by referring to them all. He had no other
objeet in referring to this loan but that it was
the last loan that was raised by the previous
Government, That was not all the advantage,
however, arising from the 4 per cent. loan.
The loan raised by the previous Government
at 6 per cent. had to bc redeemed at parin
twenty-five years, while the debentures issued
by the present Government had unot to be
redeemed till forty years. There was still
this other advantage, that while the cost of
negotiating the 6 per cent. loan amounted
to £28,497, the cost of negotiating the last
loan at 4 per cent. amounted to only £617.
Now, e considered that, by that fact alone,
he was entitled to maintain that the loan
raised by the present Government had been
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most successfully disposed of; and perhaps
the honorable member for South Brisbane,
when be addressed the House, would in-
form honorable members as to the way
in which he himself negotiated some Trea-
sury bills ai six per cent. He might say
that, with regard to the issue of this debate,
or the division that might take place upon it,
he did not care, so far as he was personally
concerned, whether it was in favor of the
Government or not. During his connection
with the Government he had had a great deal
of trouble and a great deal of responsibility,
and very little for it indeed ; still, he had
some strong reasons for wishing to see the
present Government continued in office, and
one of his reasons was that he should like to
see them possessed of the power of expending
the money that had been raised by loan.
There was a million of money to be spent,
and such was his confidence in the present
Ministry that he would like to see them have
the expending of it; and, certainly, he did
not wish to see its expenditure entrusted to
honorable members opposite. With cvery
respect for the honorable member who moved
the amendment, he desired to state that while
he held a high opinion of him as a lawyer,
he did not hold a very high opinion of him as
a financier. e was inclined to belicve that
there was some truth in what he was told by
a personal and political friend of the honor-
able member—that personally and profession-
ally he was a very good man indeed, but that
in the matter of finance he would not trust
him to go marketing for him; and as he held
a similar opinion with respect to the honor-
able member, that was one of the reasons
why he should not wish to sce a change of
Ministry at the present time.

Mr. HemdaNT said he extremely regretted
the course that had been taken by the Gov-
ernment last week in refraining from entering
the Chamber to form a quorum. Whatever
might be said as to the course that was taken
by the Opposition last session—a course
which he considered was fully justified—he
did not think it could be urged that any
grounds of justification existed for the course
that was taken by the Government last week.
Ag it was understood that the Government
were not to introduce any measures of a
political or party nature, he thought it did
not redound to their credit that they did not.
aid in forming a House, to allow of the dis-
cussion on the Address in Reply, and the
amendment upon it, ;to be procceded with.
The honorable the Minister for Lands, in the
course of his speech, seemingly endeavored
to divert the attention of the House from the
real question at issue, so far as regarded his
own department. The charge made against
him was, that though he had been in office
for three years, and was aware that dummy-
ing had been going on, he allowed deeds to
be prepared for lands that had been taken up
under the dummying process, and took the
chance of those deeds not passing out of the

€
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hands of the Government. Now, the country
paid large salaries to the officers of the Civil
Service, and ho certainly thought they might
be better employed than in the preparing of
deeds which it was intended should not be
issued. DBut although the deeds had been
prepared, anyone would suppose that the
Minister at the head of the department would
have taken care that they would not have
fallen into the hands of the person or persons
in whose favor they had been made out. It
was a most exbraordinary thing that orders
should be given that deeds for certain lands
should not be issued, and yet that the officer
through whose hands all deeds bad to pass
should not be informed of it. Such a way
of carrying on the business of the country
would Dbe disgraceful to the smallest shop-
keeper in the ‘city. A great deal had been
said about the honorable member for Ipswich
not having enunciated any policy in bringing
forward his amendment. Now, he must say
it appeared to him that it was no part of the
business of the honorable member, or of any
honorable member on the Opposition side of
the House, to supply a policy for the Gov-
ernment. The honorable member for Wes-
tern Downs might shake his head at that ; bub
he could inform him that such was the opinion
expreesed by Sir Robert Peel. Ona somewhat
similar ocecasion, in the House of Commons,
that honorable gentleman, in answer to the
charge that he had not indicated what his
own policy would be, stated that when he
was called in it would be the proper time for
him to prescribe. And it was not necessary
that members of the Opposition should be
agreed in respect to the details of any policy,
till they were brought together and had to
draw out a united policy. At the present
time the question honorable members had to
do with was, whether the policy of the
present Government, so far as it was known,
was such as deserved the support of the
House ; and that being the case, it was quite
unnecessary for them to speculate as to what
might be the policy of some future Govern-
ment. Ife was quite astonished to hear the
honorable member for Western Downs speak
in the way he did about the policy of the
Government ; for he could assure him that the
opinion out of doors, and that even amongst
the friends of the Ministry, was that the
Government were only carrying out the policy
of the Opposition. Their railway policy was
well known to be that which had always been
contended for by the Opposition; and he
himself had heard the honorable the Minister
for Works statethat it was no part of the
policy of the present Government to support
the carrying out of railway works ; and thatas
to immigration, the Government had no more
intention to introduece immigrants than they
had to introduce merchandise. If those were
not the opinions of all the members of the
Government, they were, at any rate, the
opinions which had been expressed by the
honorable the Minister for Works. Then
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the tariff’ which was introduced by the Min-
isty was so materially modified by the amend-
ments proposed by honorable members on the
Opposition side of the House, as to be quite
a different measure when it had passed from
the one that was brought in. The proposition
for finaneial separation also emanated from
the Opposition, as well as the measure for
increased representation, for which the pre-
sent Government took all the credit to them-
selves. They also announced that it was
their intention to reduce the salaries of the
Civil servants by 5 per cent, but instead of
that they proposed by the Kstimates to in-
crease the salaries of the heads of all the
departments. But they had certainly carried
out one part of their own policy, and that
was the passing of a measure for the registra-
tion of brands. He would give the Ministry
credit for the initiation and.carrying through
of that measure ; and he would further say
that he believed it was an excellent measure
for the purpose for which it was intended.
‘Whether it had worked well or not, at any
rate it had been carried by the Government,
and so far they were entitled to credit for
that portion of their policy. Before going
farther he would like to refer to one or two
of the statements which had been made by the
honorable member for Western Downs. In
the first place, he might say that he thought
that nothing eould be more absurd—he would
not say unfair, because its utter absurdity
redeemed it from any such charge—than the
comparison which that honorable member had
instituted between floating the loan of 1866,
which was the year of a general eommercial
ﬁanic, and the loan negotiated lately in the

ourishing times enjoyed everywhere. The
honorable member also went on to say, that one
of the great difficulties the present Govern-
ment had in floating the new loan was that
the debentures were for forty years, whereas
those of 1866 were for twenty-five years only.

The Hon. R. Ramsay: No. Heonly men-
tioned that incidentally—that it was an ad-
vantage to the Government having forty years
to run instead of twenty-five.

Mr. HemmaNT said he found, on referring
to the Loan Act of 1872, that the debentures
were to be repaid in twenty-five years, so he
really could not see where the difference was,
or how that could affect the question.

The Hon. R. Ramsay : The Loan Act stated
that the debentures were to be redeemed in not
less than twenty-five years; but the Govern-
ment had exercised, as he considered, a wise
policy in making them run fgrty years.

Mr. HemmanT would read the clause, so
that honorable members could form their own
opinion of it: it was as follows :—

“All sums borrowed under the authority of
this Act shall be payable at any time after the
expiration of twenty-five years from the time of
borrowing the same.”

The Hon, R. Ramsay : That had nothing to
do with it.
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Mr. Hemumant : They were empowered by
an Act of Parliament, and yet now they were
| told that that had nothing to do with it. If
that was the kind of interpretation. put upon
the Act by the Government, it appeared fo
him to be only another instance of the kind
of legal advice they obtained from their law
officers. They might just as well say that
they were not bound to issue debentures
which were payable before the termination of
a hundred years. The honorable member had
also made the statement that the loan account
was overdrawn to the extent of some £17,000.
Now, in reference to that he might inform
the House that, on the day before the mect-
ing of Parliament, he had obtained some
information from the Audit Office, up to
April 30—which was the latest date that the
returns were made up to—or about a month
ago. Ie presumed the return to be correct,
and by it he found that up to that date, of
the £500,000 worth of debentures issucd
under the Actof 1872, £462,200 had been
sold, realising £401,187 4s. 11d. The total
sum expended, chargeable to the loan to the
same date, was £146,551 0s. 7d. Thereturn
also stated that it must be borne in mind that
part of that expenditure was incurred in
anticipation, and, consequently, prior to the
passing of the Loan Act. If that were the
case he could not understand how it was that,
although barely a month ago the Govern-
ment had a balance of upwards of £400,000
of the loan to their credit, the account had
now been overdrawn to the extent of £17,000.
He hoped that was one of the subjects that
would receive some explanation from the
honorable the Colonial Treasurer, when that
honorable member addressed the House. He
would ask, what was the financial position of
the colony at the end of last year ? He found
that up to last April there was a surplus
revenue of £140,000; so it was actually the
case that up to that time, according to the
return, they had only spent the last year’s
surplus. That put the matter in a different
aspeet, especially when they took into con-
sideration the rapid strides the colony had
been making. In connection with that he
thought it would not be out of place to call
the attention of honorable members to what
he considered the exireme egotism of the
Government in taking eredit to themselves
for the prosperity whick the country was at
present enjoying. NNow, it was quite true, that
1t was in the power of a Government to ac-
celerate that prosperity ; but it was utterly
impossible for the efforts of any Government
to prevent or retard the wunits which com-
posed the mass, from improving their own
condition. He had seen, a few days ago, a
return published in one of the papers, showing
the relative financial position of the four
colonies of Victoria, New South Wales, South
Australia, and Queensland ; in each of the
other colonies there had been quite as favor-
able an increase in the revenue over former
years as there had been in Queensland; in
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fact the whole world was enjoying a prosperity
to which it had been a siranger for some
time, and to say that Queensland owed hers
to the sagacity with which affairs had been
conducted, was, in short, egotistical. With
regard to the floating of the loan, the honor-
able memberfor Western Downs hadevidently
misunderstood the objection which had been
raised by the honorable member for Ipswich,
and which, after all, was a real one. Ifthe
debentures, for instance, were, in the opinion
of the Government, worth £90, how was it
that they were sold for £86 ; and if they were
only worth £86, why were they purchased by
the Savings Bank ab £90° Why was it that
the Government, after having put a reserve of
£86, tendered at £90P He certainly had
heard of persons running up their own goods
at a sale in order to get a balance, but he
could not see how that would apply to the
Government. He would now refer, for a few
minutes, to the manner in which the Law
Department was administered, and he really
thought that that would be one speeial cause
to induce honorable members to join the vote
of want of confidence against the Govern-
ment. He would not refer to the litigious
spirit displayed by the Government,althoughit
was very much to be deprecated. They had, no
doubt, a perfect right to go to law, bus if they
did go, it should be in a proper manner, and
as cheaply as possible ; and in regard to that
subject he would like to have some informa-
tion as to the amount in fees which had been
paid to the honorable the Attorney-General
during his tenure of office on account of those
lawsuits. He intended to move for such a
return, as he thought it would be both in-
struetive and interesting. Some remarks bad
been made by both the honorable member for
Wide Bay and the honorable member for
Toowoomba, to the effect that Mr. Davenport
had been persecuted by the Government.
Now, he had not taken that view of it, but, on
the other hand, he thought that that gentle-
man had persecuted the Government, and he
was of opinion that when reports of the pro-
ceedings in Mr. Davenport’s case went to the
other colonies, the forensic abilities of the
honorable Attorney-General would not be very
much enhanced. They would find that caveats
were lodged one day and removed another, at
the expense of the Crown ; and did it not seem
absurd that when a caveat was lodged in one
name and dismissed, it was lodged in another,
and so on untilit had been lodged, he supposed,
in the names of all the Ministers? There was
another question somewhat connected with
that subjeet, and that was the cxtraordinary
proclamation which had been issued by the
Government, depriving persons residing in
the western districts of the criminal juris-
diction of the District Court. It did appear
strange to him that because one jury gave
a verdiet which honorable members opposite
liked tomaintain was bad—that because twelve
jurymen had given a corrupt verdict, a stigma
was to be cast upon the whole community in
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that distriet, and it was to go forth to the
colonies that the distriet of Roma was so
corrupt that it could not be said with con-
fidence that a jury could be got to return a
just verdict. There never was so extraordi-
nary a proclamation. Honorable members
would recollect that at the time of the cele-
brated five months adjournment, the Govern-
ment went back for a precedent as far as the
reign of James 1., but he never heard of a
case like that he was now referring to, except
what was an approach to it in the time of
Lord Morpeth, when persons were removed
for trial from one part of America to England
—a procceding which had been said by writers
to have ab the time greatly embittered ihe
feelings of the people of that country towards
the British Government. He hoped the hon-
orable the Attorney-General would be able to
give some precedent for depriving a whole
community of the convenience of a District
Criminal Court, because onc jury had given
a verdict displeasing to the Government. If
the people of that district were such hardened
ruffians as they had been represented, surely
they were not to be entrusted with the
decision of civil suits—that was an anomaly
he could not-understand. He belicved, how-
ever, the real fact was, that in the opinion of
the administration there was something parti-
cularly sacred in sheepand cattle that required
special protection, for which people were now
to travel some hundreds of miles. One state-
ment made by the honorable the Attorney-
General had rather taken him by surprise—
that the voice of the people outside was with
the Government—that he was satisfied that if
the people were polled, they would be in
favor of the Government. Thathad taken him
by surprise, because, if there was one doctrine
laid down and reiterated by the Government
during thelast session, it was that the majority
of that House should be taken as represent-
ing the feelings of the people. Yetf, now
the honorable members opposite wished
to appeal to the people outside, which was
no doubt premonitory of another dissolution,
but was certainly reversing the theory laid
down by them last session, when circum-
stances were different.” The honorable the
Attorney-General stated that the objections
of the honorable member for Ipswich were
too vague, and consisted only of points of
detail; but as the honorable the Treasurer
and other honorable members had not yeb
addressed the House, he (Mr. Hemmant)
would refer to another subject which, per-
hiaps, would also be termed one of detail by
the honorable gentleman, but was one which
had attracted a large amount of public atten-
tion during the last two months; he was
alluding to the seizure of certain goods by
the Customs. As that was in conneclion
with the collection of ad valorem dutics, he
would first of all ask honorable members to
bear in mind that when those duties were
inereased, it was against the opposition of the
then Colonial reasurcr, the Honorable Mz,
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Ramsay, who, he belseved, had always con-
sistently opposed them on the ground that
they tended to demoralization, and to injurc
the honest trader. When in office, that hon-
orable gentleman took some steps to protect
the revenue and traders from being defrauded
by false invoices. Well, the duties had been
increased from eight to ten per cent., princi-
pally through the efforts of the present Trea-
surcr, who, last session, had said that they
were very good oncs, and that the proper way
to administer the Act was to take more strin-
gent precautions against fraudulent entries.
Under the old Customs Aet, under which
most of the proseeutions of the kind to which
he was now referring were laid, it was within
the option of the Collector of Customs cither
to confiscate the goods, or prosecute and
obtain the penalty. Bub the rule which had
generally been carried out in this colony was,
that when a large quantity of goods were
smuggled, they were confiscated, and no-
thing more was said in the matter; if,
however, the party smuggling happened to
be an unfortunate steward of a vessel,
who had smuggled perhaps a few pounds
of tobacco, le was immediately taken
before a magistrate, and the penalty was
sought for; andin default of payment, which
was utterly beyond his means, he was sent to
gaol for three or six months. In fact, during
the last twelve months that had been the
case, and persons had becn sent to gaol for
various terms. Now, if there was one thing
which a Government should pride itself
upon, it was dealing out even-handed justice
to all—whether rich or poor. He wished it
to be understcod in the remarks he was about
to make, that he did not wish to say anything
offensive against Mr. Donkin, the gentleman
whose case he was alluding to, because the
only difference betwcen his case and that of
others was, that Mr. Donkin happened to be
found out ; but he maintained that whenever
the Government found out such a case as that,
they were bound to follow it up. In the
month of March last Mr. Donkin passed at
the Customs, entries for certain packages of
hardware containing American shovels and
axes. He obtained a certificate of dclivery,

but before the goods left the whart they were.

detained by the Customs officer, in conse-
quence of evidence of fraud appearing on
the face of the invoice. He bad been told
by persons in the frade thal it was the
practice to pack American shovels in cases
containing five, ten, or twelve dozen each,
but the packages in question were passed as
containing only one dozen each. When infor-
mation of the seizure got outside, it caused
considerable agitation when it was surmised
that no proceedings would be taken by the
Government in the matter. He would point
out that by the 8th section of the Customs
Act of 1870—

“ If any package entered for duty is found to
contain goods not mentioned in the eniry or
inveice or if any goods are found which do not
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correspond with the description thereof in the
invoice &e. such omission or non-correspondence
shall appear to the Collector of Customs to have
been made for the purpose of avoiding the pay-
ment of the duty or any part of the duty on such
goods or if it shall appear to the Collector of
Customs that in any invoice or entry any goods
entered for ad valorem duly have been under-
valued with such intent as aforesaid or if the oath
or declaration madewith regard to any such invoice
or entry is wilfully false in any particular then in
any of the cases aforesaid all the packages and
goods included in such invoice or entry shall be
forfeited and the importer of the same shall for
cvery such offence forfeit and pay a sum nobt
exceeding two hundred pounds or less than ten
pounds to be recovered before any two or more
justices of the peace sitting in pebty sessions in
the district where such offence to be tried shall be
alleged to have been committed.”

Now, he contended that it was one of the
charges against the Government, that with
the knowledge of the facts staring them in
the face, with their attention being drawn by
the public journals to that very particular
clause, with their being shown that it was
distinetly their duty to enforce the penalty,
no attempt had been made to enforce it, nor
would be made if theywere to judge by the pre-
sent Government. Three months had been
allowed to elapse since the scizure was made,
and in consequence of that, it was publicly -
stated that the law officers of the Crown had
refused to prosecute. That appeared to be
a most extraordinary thing. Theyhad gentle-
men paid most handsome salaries to perform
certain duties, and yet they neglected to
perform them. To show the nature of the
transaction, he might mention that after the
goods were confiscated, they were sold by
auction and realised £275, although the
original invoice was only £111, and it
was only upon that the duty was originally
paid. Honorable members opposite might
say that it was quite possible it was a
mistake, but what was the conduct of
Mr. Donkin after the seizure?—and here
honorable members would pereceive the Gov-
ernment had no excuse—why, when le
found that the goods were detained, a
clerk of the firm was sent to amend the entry
to the extent of £30. Supposing the goods
Lad been merely a consignment, and Donkin
knew nothing about them, why did he depart
from his original entry and amend it by £30°
If it was an error of the consignor, whose name
he would mention—Mer. Stubbs, of Sydney—
Low was it that the entry was amended?
He certainly thought the case was one which
should claim the attention of the honorable
the Colonial Treasurer, and that the House
should be informed of the grounds the Gov-
ernment had for believing 1t was a bond fide
affair so far as Donkin was concerned—why
the entry was amended, and why the goods
when sold by auction realised so much above
the invoice price. It might be said that it
was not intentional fraud to pass a case con-
taining twelve dozen shovels for one dozen ;
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again, it was unnecessary to say whether
Donkin did the dirty work for Stubbs, or
Stubbs did it for Donkin ; or whether it was
a bond fide consignment;-—but the goods
had been confiscated, and it was the bounden
duty of the Government to enforce the penalty,
which was one not alternative but in ad-
dition to the confiscation of the goods. It
had been pointed out by the Collector of
Customs, in the Upper House, that the penal
clanses had been introduced for preventing
fraud, and he (Mr. Hemmant) certainly
thought that the House was entitled fo some
explanation from the honorable the Treasurer,
in his reply, as to why the penaltics had not
been enforeed. He might say that, when the
Grovernment were making important reforms
as regarded the Civil servants—their not
being allowed to act as directors in private
companies—they should have gone farther,
and declared that the salary now paid to the
Crown Solicitor was not sufficient, but that
he should be paid more and retire from all
private practice. He did not wish to say one
word against that officer, but, at the same
time, it was not right that a partner in a
private firm should hield the important posi-
tion of Crown Solicitor. He might point out,
as effectually disposing of the bona fides of
the transaction of Mr. Donkin, that, in ad-
dition to the falsifieation of the quantity of
shovels, there was also one in regard to the
American axes. Several persons engaged in
the hardware business had gone to him and
asked him to bring the matter before the
House, and it was only in pursuance of that
request that he was now doing so. In
reference to the bona fides of the matter, he
might mention that American axes were sold
by weight, and that in the cases confiscated
there were four different kinds invoieed
under one description; but it was in-
variably the custom not to invoice them all
round, but according to weights. There
was another point which might very properly
be brought forward Ly him in connection
with the question he had just mentioned.
Honorable members were no doubt aware
that during last year there had been a con-
siderable amount of sugar manufactured -at
St. Helena. Now, having been informed that
that sugar had been disposed of to certain
parties in the city—a statement he could not
believe—he went to the office of the honor-
able member at the head of the Government,
for the purpose of getting some information
on the subject. That honorable member
“ happened, however, to be absent in the North,
and he then wrote to the Under Secretary,
asking to be supplied with the quantity of
sugar made at St. Ilelena, and how it had
been disposed of—at the same time he stated
that he should make use of the information.
‘Well, he received a reply to the effeet that
65 tons had heen manufactured, of which 14
tons had been used by Government depart-
ments, and the balance sold to a private
mercantile firm for £500. He argued that
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that was wrong in prineiple—that the Govern-

© ment had no right to sell publie property in

that private way;—if they pursued that course
in regard to sugar they might with equal
reason dispose of the public lands in the
same way; all public property ought to be
submitted to public competition. Then
again the Government had taken great
eredit to themselves for the successful
working of the Immigration Act; but that
was not the opinion of the public at large,
inasmich as the complaint was that immigra-
tion had been virtually strangled, and it was
the universal opinion that that was in con-
sequence of instructions which had been sent
home to Mr. Daintree. Of course, that eould
not be known, but the fact of sucli an opinion
being entertained showed the danger of a
Government going into office, and then cating
the policy of their opponents. For instance,
how could anyonc suppose that the honorable
Minister for Lands went heart and scul into
the immigration scheme, after the statements
which were made by that honorable gentleman
when the Bill was before the House 7 There
never had been a time in the history of the
colony, more favorable to the introduction of
immigrants—when more were required ; why,
it was well known that, on their arrival, they
were all snatched up in a day or two, and
it was a universal complaint amongst the
farmers that the class of people they had
been aceustcmed to depend upon were all
absorbed by the public works. Thehonorable .
Minister for Lands appeared to be quite
satisfied with his land laws, and thought no
alteration was required; but since he had
had a seat in that House, he (Mr. Hemmant)
had beenin close eommunication with farmers
and others, and they did not agree with the
views expressed by the honorable member;
on the contrary, there was great dissatisfac-
tion in many parts of the country. He could
point out one instance in the Liogan Distriet
where eight square miles of a run had been
thrown open for selection under the Home-
stead Aet of last session. In one ease, a
sclection had been taken by a gentleman
holding a station there, and others had been
taken by his employés. In another, a selec-
tion had been taken by a magistrate of Bris-
bane, who it was not very likely would go to
Tambourine to reside. It wasverymortifying
that persons who wished to take advantage of
the Aect, and who went out to take up land;
should find that it had all Leen applied for
by jackeroos on a station and by a Brisbane
magistrate, for it could not be supposed that
those persons were going to reside on the
land and cultivateit. It was only reasonable,
therefore, that persons should complain of the
working of that Aet. If it was not the fault
of administration, it was of legislation ; and
if the Government, by their administration,
could not avoid such things as he mentioned,
they should have given notice of an intention
to introduce a measure to prevent such abuses
in future. The only other observation he
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would offer to the House was to reiterate !
what he had said before with regard to the |
policy of honorable members on his side of |
the House. It was not necessary that all |
those honorable members should” hold tho |
same views on all subjects; and it would be
very absurd for the honorable member for
Wide Bay, for instance, to stand up and enun-
ciate a policy with which other honorable
members might not agree. That was not the
question—but the question was, whether they
had confidence in the Government or not?
The real question was, did they believe in
the present Government¥—and not, did they
believe in those who might succeed them?
The question of confidence in the present
Government was the one before them, and
was the one upon which every honorable
member should give his most careful consi-
deration before coming to a decision on the
subject.

The SEorETARY FOorR PuBnic Works said
he really thought, after the very able speech
which had been delivered by his honorable
friend, the member for Western Dowans, there
would at least have been some better reply
to it than that which the House had just
heard from the honorable member for Kast
Moreton. He certainly thought that the
honorable member for South Brisbane, if able
to do so, would have risen to reply; but,
instead of that, they had heard a speech from
the honorable member for East Moreton,
which, he was quite sure, not only the honor-
able member’s constituents, but also everyone
who heard or read it, would consider an
utter failure as a speech to e delivered on
such an occasion as the present. He believed
also that everyone wounld deeply deplore that
the honorable member should have thought
fit to go down to that House and make the
unfair personal attack on the family of a gen-
* tleman in the city, that he had done.

Mzr. HemMuarnT : No.

The SecreTARY For Punric Worrks: The
honorable gentlemansaid“No;” buthethought
he had never heard an attack in worse taste
made, not only against a gentleman, and a
citizen of Brisbane, but also against the rela-
tives of that gentleman.

Mr.Hemumant: I utterly deny such charges.
I never alluded to the gentleman’s rela-
tives.

The SrcrETARY wor Pusric Worxms:
Well, he would take the honorable member’s
assertion, although it was well known that a
relative of the gentleman attacked that even-
ing had formerly been a political opponent of
the honorable member. If not, he was doing
the honorable member an injustice. He was
not, however, doing him an injustice when he
said that the attack which he had made
upon a gentleman and a respected member of
the mercantile ccmmunity was not at all
creditable to the honorable member. There
were, as the honorable member well knew,
other means of directing the attention of the
Government to a matter, without taking
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advantage of his position in that House to
attack a private individual. Why had not
the honorable member called for the papers
on the subject, instead of asking the House
to condomn the Government P Whyhad not
the honorable member done that, and thus
have allowed the House to judge whether
Mr. Donkin was the great delmquent the
honorable member had made him out to be
that evening. Now, he knew nothing of the
case whatever—neither Mr. Donkin or any
member of his family had ever spoken to
him on the subject; but he did know that
there was a feeling prevalent outside, that
the attacks which had been made upon that
gentleman by a portion of the public press
were made on account of the political opinions
of his relatives. It was most un-English—
most unmanly—to make such an attack upon
any person before the correspondence had
been laid upon the table, and he did not
think the public would accept such an ez
parte statement as that which had been put
forward by the honorable member. All he
could say was, that he had never heard any-
thing of the case, as Le was out of the colony
when it occurred. He thought, however,
that some charges of a graver nature should
have been brought forward against the Gov-
ernment by the honorable member for East
Moreton before he could justify himself in
secking to turn out the present Government.
The honorable member should have given
some more satisfactory reasons as to why he
was opposing them-—as to why he was thus
acting in defiance of the wishes of his consti-
tuents. Neither the honorable member nor
the honorable members for North Brisbane
could deny that they were acting against the
wishes of their constituents, who, he was cer-
tain, if polled, would almost to a man say that
their members were not representing them
in the course they were now pursuing.

Mr. Lizoey: No.

The SecrrrTary ror Pusric Works: The
honorable member said ©“ No,” but he thought
the honorable member believed to the con-
trary. He knew that there had been an
effort to get up an agitation meeting on
Sdturday last, and, no doubt, honorable
members were under the impression that
they had support from that mecting, although
it really was an utter failure. Why, at
the meeting they were actually afraid to
hear both sides of the question, and when a
respectable citizen, Alderman Heal, who had
on many an oceasion been the chief champion
of the chairman, the honorable member for
Fortitude Valley—when he wanted to spealk,
and that too in a city where he was so well
known, he was not allowed to do so. That
very gentleman who at so many public meet-
ings had demanded for the honorable member
that fair hearing which was denied to himself.

Mr. Liztey : Noj; nothing of the sort.

The Srcrzrary ror Pusric Worxs: He
knew better. Mr. Heal had done so many a
time, when he had been in the chair at the
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honorable member’s meetings, but did he get '

that fair hearing the other night P

Mr. Lirtey, and Howorasre MErMBERS
of the Opposition: Yes, and got it too.

The SecrErary ror Pusnic Woznks: Mr.
Heal asked the meeting for a fair hearing, so
that he might reply to the statements which
had been made, and that was the only reason
why that gentleman was opposed and put
down. He would now tell the honorable
members for North Brisbane, and also the
two honorable members for East Moreton,
that they were going diametrically opposite
to the wishes of their constituents, who
desired to see the country continne in its
present prosperity, and not plunged again
into a state of degradation, sumply because
their members might get into office. That
again reminded him of the wonderful friend-
ship which had so suddenly sprung up
between the honorable member for East
Moreton, Mr. Hemmant, and the honorable
member for South Brisbane. Why, the pre-
sent was the only session during which those
honorable members could be got to even look
at each other, and now they were sitting
together

Mr. Steemens: Why, I supported him,
and voted for him at the last election.

The SEcrETARY ror Pusric Works: The
honorable member for East Moreton did not
know that. Well, affecting as it no doubs
was to see that sudden friendship, still more
strange was it to see the friendship which
had sprung up between the same honorable
member and the honorable member for West
Moreton, Mr. Thorn. Why, last session, if
the honorable member for South Brisbane
did not speak, he was asked by the honorable
member, Mr. Thorn, why he did not; and if
he did speak, up jumped the honorable mem-
ber for West Moreton and told him he knew
nothing about what he was talking. Now,
those honorable members were going into
each other’s arms, and all because the Minis-
ters had no policy. He would, howerver,
mform honorable members opposite that the
Government had a poliey; he would tell
them also that one of the policies of the
Ministers was to keep incompetent men out of
office; one was to prevent the return to office
of the honorable member for South Brisbane,
inasmuch as the country never did anything
but suffer from the pernmicious ministry of that
honorable member. The great policy and
object of the Government was to prevent
such an unholy alliance as that between the
honorable members for East Moreton and
the honorable member for South Brisbane,
and between the honorable member for West
Moreton and the same honorable member,
for th%y well knew the rancorous feeling which
existed between those honorable gentlemen.
There was not a finer representalive of the
people than the honorable member for West
Moreton now was in the eyes of the honorable
member for South Brisbane; already that
honorable member might, in prospect, be Post-
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master-General, or even Solicitor-General, or
some other member of the Cabinet. But it
was part of the policy of the present Govern-
ment to prevent the country from being dis-
graced by such an unholy and unprincipled
alliance, for he ventured to say thatif any six
honorable members opposite took office, it
would be one of the most disgraceful and
unprineipled alliances that ever occurred in
that House, and one of the most hopeless for
the country. He had been in hopes that the
country would have been saved from the
calamity of seeing the honorable member for
South Brisbane return to office as Treasurer,
or even at all ; but if the honorable member
for East Moreton did not show more talent for
the position of financier than he had displayed
in his reply to the speech of the honorable
member for Western Downs, he was afraid
that the return to office of the honorable mem-
ber for South Brisbane was inevitable. One
of the first charges brought against the Gov-
ernment by the honorable member, Mr.
Hemmant, was for not moving for a sus-
pension of the Standing Orders, so as to pass
that most necessary Bill, to enable the
Supreme Court business to be carried on as
it should be. Now, he contended that it was
of the utmost importance to the colony that
an acting judge should be appointed imme-
diately, but that such was not done was not
the fault of the Government, who had been
told by the new leader of the Opposition that
nothing should be done until the Address was
passed. The honorable member most dis-
tinetly announced that as their policy

The Hon. A. Macar1ster : I made areser-
vation in favor of that Bill.

The SEcRETARY FoR PUBLIc WoRrKs had no
doubt the honorable gentleman intended to
make such a reservation, but he did not think
he did so. More than that, however, so averse
was the honorable gentleman to any business
being done, that he had actually opposed the
Honorable Attorney-General bringing forward
his motion that evening.

The Hon. A. Macartster: 1 never did any-
thing of the sors. It was objected to by some
other honorable member—1 did not say any-
thing.

The Sroperary ror Pusric Wozks: It
had been objected to by some honorable mem-
ber on the other side of the House, and
the honorable member being leader, should
have prevented it.

The Hon. A. MacatistEr: If the honorable
member will allow me, I will set him right, I
said itwas mentioned in the Governor’s Speech,
according to Parliamentary usage, but Lthought
the paragraph should have gone further.

The SEcrETARY FOR PuBLIc Works: He
was only showing that the honorable member
for Bast Moreton found fault with the Gov-
ernment for not having passed the measure,
and yet the opposition had come from that
honorable member’s own side of the House.
The honorable member had also attempted to
make a great point, because his (the Secretary
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for Works’) honorable friend had demanded
that if the Opposition claimed to have the
duty of governing the country, they should
give some poliey, and said that the Opposition
should not give a policy until they were in
power. Why, it was the policy of the Opposi-
tion to cause a change of power, and to make
honorable members change their places in
that House. Did anyone mean to say that
the country was to be reduced to such a state
of political degradation that the people were
at the next election to support a Ministry that
had no policy ? He did not believe in that.
He would follow in the footsteps of his honor-
able friends, and show that the present
Government had a policy, and that whether,
as they were charged with doing, they had
adopted the policy of the Opposition or not,
they had one, and had carried it out. If it
was the policy of the Opposition, how was it
that honorable gentlemen opposite opposed it
~what fault could they find—was it because
it was the Government who were carrying it
out and not themselves? In the name of
goodness what was it, but because there were
some six or seven gentlemen who wanted to
get into office P—gentlemen who cared nothing
about the welfare of the country—gentlemen
who cared nothing about the wishes of their
constituents—gentlemen who cared nothing
about public opinion, or the state of public
affairs, so long as they could attain their one
desire, which was, office. On the other hand,
it had been proved that it was the policy of
the Government which had caused the pros-
perity of the couniry. On looking opposite,
he saw at least two honorable members who
aspired to the position of Attorney-General.
He knew that there were three honorable
members who were quite ready to take the
office of Colonial Treasurer, and supposing
there was no office for the lonorable mem-
ber for West Moreton, if the worst came
to the worst, why a new office could
be created to gratify the ambition of
that honorable gentleman. e could be
the new Minister for Education ;—in fact, he
was told that the honorable member for
Ipswich, on seeing the honorable member,

ointed to him and said, ¢ There goes our

dinister for Education !”—that oecurred in
the streets of Ipswich. Those were the
motives which induced the opposition to the
Government, and not only to them but to the
best interests of the country; and if he did
not feel that it was opposition to the future
welfare of the country, lie would not per-
severe one moment longer. He, however, did
feel that its best interests were in jeopardy,
and if they could not awaken the people out-
side to a knowledge of their danger, he for
one would do his best on the floor of that
House. It was a well-known fact that the
Government had never had a fair trial, and
whatever they might have done for the good
of the country had invariably not only been
referred to in the most slighting way, but
they had actually been falsified. Why, so
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much was the metropolitan press opposed to
them, that he had been told only a day ago,
by several very influential citizens, that they
had tried to get into the papers letters favor-
able to the Government, but could not. He
had geen a copy of one letter, the writer of
which appealed to the leaders of the Oppo-
sition to let the people think for themselves ;
but nothing of the sort had appeared in either
the Courier or the Telegraplh newspapers.
He had endeavored to show that, except from
the floor of that House, the Government had
had no means of making known to the country
the many important works they had per-
formed. Amnother charge brought against
them by the honorable member for Ipswich
was, that they had given no information in
the Speech regarding the gold-fields. INow,
a greater mistake than that could not be
made, as he did not hesitate to say that it
was only since the present Government had
taken office that the public had been kept
constantly alive to the existing state ofaflairs
on the gold-fields. He might inform the
House that, previous to his taking office, the
reports from the various commissioners had
always been suppressed, but he had taken
particular care to have them published in the
public journals—invariably that had been
the ease; yet, in the face of that, the honor-
able member stated that the Government had
afforded no information in respect to the
gold-fields of the colony. If publicity had
not been given to the conduct of the Govern-
ment—to their exertionsin carrying on works
for the benefit of the country—or information
had not been given to the public of depart-
mental alterations, it was entirely due to those
important matters not having been published
in the press. For instance, he would take
the papers laid on the table of that Ilouse
during the previous week, some of which were
of vast public importance—{or instance, that
in respect to the construction of railways.
How was it that not one word had been said
about them? Could there have been any-
thing more interesting to the people of
North and South Brisbane, than that report
about the terminus—where could there be
anything which more affected the pockets of
thie people of Brizbane P—yet, although they
Lad been prinied a week, not a word had been
allowed to appear in the publie prints. Yet
Lie ventured to say, that both those documents
were a credib to any Government ; they were
fair, impartial, and instruetive—they were in
fact too fair, too impartial, and too instruc-
tive for the honorable member for South
Brisbane to allow to see daylight. Those
were some of the aets of injustice of which he
complained ; they were the rewards meted
out to a Government. Those were the things
which kept the people in such ignorance of
the Government, and which placed the Gov-
ernment in such difficulty regarding the
people of the country. 'Why, when the hon-
orable member for South Brisbane was in
office, if his Government did anything that
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he thought would meetwith the approval of the
public, 1t would appear immediately in the
columns of the Courier, and be followed up
by leader after leader in that journal. Bus
where was that important information now?
He would say thaf the person who was the
means of keeping it from publication was
doing an immense injustice, not only to the
Govermnent but to the country. That was
especially the case with the metropolitan
press, the leading political friends of which
wished to keep the public in ignorance of
what was done by the Government. The
honorable member for East Morcton had
asked what the Government had done, and
said that they lhad introduced no Bills of
importance. In reply to that he would say,
that they had introduced more measures in
number, and more for the weal or woe of the
country, than any previous Government had
done. The honorable member should have
been more careful before he made such a
statement, as he (the Secretary for Works)
could most unhesitatingly say that during the
three years they had been in office, they had
passed more Bills for the welfare of the
country, than any other Government had
done.

Mr. TrorNTON : Names?

TheStorETARY FoR PusLic Works: There
was no occasion to mention names. The
honorable member who paid such atiention
to his Parliamentary duties could not require
the names. He must confess -that when he
heard the vemarks of the honorable member
for East Moreton in regard to the adminis-
tration of the Loan Aect, he had done so with
pain; for he had always looked upon that
honorable gentleman as one qualifying him-
self for being sooner or later Colonial Trea-
surer; but after his trashy talking, when
referring to that Act of Parhament—that the
Government had not power to issue deben-
tures " payable at forty years—he certainly
felt that there was a better chance for the
honorable member for South Brishbane. Why,
the clause of the Act distinctly said that they
could not issue forless than twenty-five years.

Mr. Heuwmant : No.

The SecrETARY FOR PUBLIc WORKS: The
words were—** shall be paid after the expira-
tion of twenty-five years.” That was not
that they should not be paid forty years after
the time ; if it was not included 1 the de-
seription of ““any time,” what was it? He
maintained that that was the striet meaning
of the Act; and to show that, those persons
who had read the Act with much greater
care most probably than he had, he might
mention that people were taking the deben-
tures payable at forty years; and he did not
think anyone would imagine thatif the clause
was capable of misconstruction, people would
invest their money in our securities.

Mr. Lirrey: They can demand payment
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the honorable member for Fortitude Valley,
he would say that they could do nothing of
the kind ; and he would stake his legal igno-
rance on the point that all they could do was
to demand their money after the expiration of
forty years. The honorable member for East
Moreton had made out a very bad case; and
after all, if he thought the Government had
acted in the interest of the country in making
the bills run for forty instead of twenty-five
years, why could he not have displayed a
little patriotism, and not have found fault?
‘Was the country to be brought to a stand
still, simply because certain honorable mem-
bers could not see that the Government had
been doing everything they could for the
benefit of the country P The honorable mem-
ber again was particularly unfortunate in his
allusions to the honorable the Attorney-
General. The remarks made by the honor-
able member were very unnecessary—very
uncalled for, and would have been muech
better omitted altogether from the honorable
member’s speech. He would, however, advise
the honorable gentleman when he moved for
a return—and he would support him in such
a motion—that he should extend it a little
more, and move for a return of fees paid to
all Attorneys-General; he could promise the
House that it would be a most interesting
and instructive document.

Mr. SteruENs: There were none before
the present Government.

The SEcrETARY FOR PUBLIC WORES would
tell the honorable member that when the
honorable member was Colonial Treasurer he
paid lots of fees.

Mr, Lizzey : No.

The SecrETARY rFOR PuBLIC WoORKS: It
was a common practice, and he, as a private
member at the time, had taken exception to
it. It was the practice during the time the
honorable member for Fortitude Valley was
in office—it was the practice during the time
the honorable member for South Brisbane
was in office—and he did not hesitate to say
that it had been the practice since the pre-
sent Government had been in office.

HoworaBLE MEenBERS on the Opposition
benches : Hear, hear.

The SrcrerarY FoR Pusric Worgs: It
was not a new practice on their part; it was
merely following the old one of their pre-
decessors.

Mr. Linzey: That is not true; I never
received any fees whilst T was in office.

The SecererTarY FoR Punnic Wozgs : Does
the honorable member say that during the
time he was in office fees were never paid to
other honorable members ?

Mr. Liniey : That is different.

The SmcrETARY FOorR PuBric Worgs: He
would be very sorry, indeed, to say one word
that he could not substantiate respecting the
honorable member for Fortitude Valley, but
he felt perfectly sure that the honorable
member for South Brishane, when in office,
allowed fees to be paid.
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Mr. SreprENS and Mr. Liziey: No.

The SrcrEraARY ¥or Pusric Works : He
would ask the honorable member for Forti-
tude Valley whether, in that memorable case
of Macdonald ». Tully, he did not recover
£17,000 damages against the Crown, and was
not he then Attorney-General ?

My, Linney : Mr. Pring appeared for the
Crown.

The SecrRETARY FoR PuBric Works: Well
then, the honorable member whilst Attorney-
General prosecuted the Crown, and got
£17,000 damages, and his then colleague,
Mzr. Pring, was for the Crown, and paid by it.

Mr. Lirziey : He was not my colleague.

The SECRETARY TorR PuBLic VORKS :
‘Whatever honorable members might say, it
had been the practice for Attorneys-General
o receive fees long before the present Gov-
ernment took office, but he had always con-
demned the practice, and, if he recollected
rightly, he moved for a return of all moneys
paid i that way, and that in that return
were moneys paid to the Attorney-General,
The honorable member for East Moreton
had been severe on the Minister for Lands
because some of his ecountry friends had
found fault with the Act, as they could not
get the land they wanted. Well, he (the
Sccretary for Works) had never heard any
of those complaints ; all he had heard of the
Lonorable member’s constituency was, that
they had got as mueh as they wanted ; and his
honorable colleague was perfectly correct
when he said that applications for land were
coming in every day, and that they had only
to ask for it to get it. e knew that the
greatest facilities had been given to per-
sons all over the colony to take up hold-
ings when they required them. Honor-
able members on the Opposition side of
of the House doubted some of the statements
he made respecting the payments of moneys
to members of Parliament ; but he begged to
say that his observations were framed upon a
return which had been furnished to Parlia-
ment. Possibly the return was incorrect;
and he durst say that the honorable and
learned member for Fortitude Valley would
be able to explain thatit was incorrect. How-
ever, the document was on the table of the
House, and it should be accurate. He found
there—Moneys paid to the Honorable Charles
Lilley, for November, 1868, £18 17s. 9d.
‘What that meant, he did not exactly know.
Salary, Mr. Lilley, for January, £88 6s. 8d. ;
and, on the 25th December, salary, £33 6s. 84.;
also, between the first and the second pay-
ments, fees, £79 18s. 6d. to Mr. Lilley. He
had no doubt the honorable member would
be able to explain it—he did not, for one
moment, say he would not;—but he did say
that his remarks appeared to be justified, ab
any rate, by the veturn. This was the posi-
tion he wished to hold. The honorable
member for Fortitude Valley must remember
that the observations were drawn from him
by some very invidious remarks made by
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honorable members on the Opposition side.
Now, he (the Secretary for Works) proposed
to address himself to the serious consideration
of the subject before the Assembly and the
country. He thought this was about the
most critical period of the country’s fortunes
that had ever arrived ; and he did not hesitate
to express his belief that a false step at this
moment would materially affect the weal or
woe of the country. He believed implicitly
that anything which took place now, from
party faction or for political objects, or from
whatever cause it might happen, by which
the governmental state of affairs of the colony
was interfered with—in other words, if the
present Ministry went out of office and were
not succeeded by a Ministry with a similar
policy to theirs—that was what he wished to
impress upon the House—if they were not
suceeeded by gentlemen with a policy of their
own, like that which had been pursued for
the last three years, without any deviation;
the change would be fatal to the best interests
of the colony, which would be injured in its
present prosperity ; and there would follow
adversity and perhaps a consequent period of
dapreciation such as had happened before.
If he went out of office to-morrow, and that
policy was still to be pursued, he should not
care, so dear did he hold it to his heart. It
was, he believed, imperatively necessary that
the present arrangements of the country
should be continued. He would undertake
to go out of office at once and give way to
the gentlemen on the other side of the
House, if Le could feel assured that they
would pursue the course which the present
Government were following for the good
of the whole colony. It was because he
feared disturbance on that subjeet that he
apparently clung to office ;—it was because
he wished not to sec a good poliey disturbed
by political or factious motives. The colony
had been governed for three years with great
advantage upon a policy which, he eontended,
if not designed for the advance of the country,
had not been inimieal to its prosperity ; it
was a policy which went on beneficially
with the country as it progressed, The people
recognised it, and gladly endorsed it. There
was 1o objection in the country to the action
or conduct of the Government. Where was
the electorate, where were the constituents,
where were the inhabitants of towns—except
when drawn together by such a meeting
as that of Saturday evening last, in Bris-
bane—who objected {o the policy of the
present Government ? He believed that the
railway policy of the Government was one
wonderfully adapted to the present require-
ments of the country and conducive to its
interests. There were other subjects as
momentous, which had been specially initiated
by the head of the present Government,
which should not be disturbed any more than
the railway policy. There was that for
maintaining a postal service of our own,
which should not be interfered with. Again,
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the telegraph arrangements, for direct com-
munication with Europe, should not De
interfered with., Was it not important for
the country, that the Government having
initiated such a mighty undertaking, should
be allowed to carry it to a successsful end ?
At the very moment when honorable members
on the Opposition side were talking of not
having confidence in the Government, the
Governments of the other eolonies were
reposing the greatest confidence in them, for
the arrangement of telegraph and mail ser-
vices; and they had actually confided to his
honorable friend, the Premier, to conduct those
arrangements to completion. If it was only
for carrying out the present excellent system
of immigration, which had been sncered at
in the course of the debate; if only for
carrying to a successful issuc the telegraph
and the postal arrangements, most important
now ; it would be bad for the country to have
any disturbance of the present holders of
power, As a very old colonist, and one who
took the deepest interest in Queensland, he
feared for its welfare any disturbanee in the
present direction of affairs; and he felt
bound, therefore, to examine the whole ques-
tion raised before the House and the country
with that end in view. Who was now the
disturber P 'Why, the honorablé member for
Ipswich, whose friends were, a few short
weeks ago, canvassing the Government to
find whether there was any chance of his
getting into the Speaker’s chair.

The Hon. A, Macaristzr: No, no.

The SecrETARY FOorR Pubric Works: He
said the honorable member’s friends were
canvassing the possibility of his getting into
the Speaker’s chair.

The Hon. A. Macarister: Itis nol true.

The SEcreTARY ForR PUusric Works: He
said the honorable member’s friends.

The Hon. A. Macarnister : Who are
they ?
The SzcriTary ror Pusric WORKS :

Never mind. He said, further, that within
the last month, the honorable member him-
self mentioned the matter to the Govern-
ment

The Hon. A. MacauisTer: It is untrue
that I ever canvassed the Government; I
never did anything of the kind.

The SpcrETARY FOoR PuBric Works: The
honorable member did go to a Minister
of the Crown and say that his highest
ambition was to become again the occupant
of the Speaker’s chair, and that that was his
view.

The Hon. A. Macanster: AhL! that is
another thing.

The SzcrETARY ¥or Pusnic Worgs: He
did say that if his colleagues had asked Mr.
Speaker to rebire from the chair and made
the honorable member for Ipswich a promise
that he should have it, the honorable member
would have been found sitting on the
Ministerial side of the House. He was
justified in alluding to the matter. Would
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the honorable member contradict him on that
point—that he went to a Minister's house
and said what was his object? Here he (the
Secretary for Works) found a gentleman who
had become a member of Parliament, and,
simply, because the Government had not the
power to place him in the Speaker’s chair,
he put himself at the head of, or he was
elected to lead, those honorable members of
the House who some time ago denounced him
as the biggest—he would not say what I—in
the colony. His honorable and learned friend,
the member for Fortitude Valley, went over
the whole colony, dogged his steps every-
where, and denounced him as a malefactor—
as the evil spirit of the country ! And now,
because the honorable member for Fortitude
Valley would not get up and lead them, those
honorable members opposite, to get the vote
of the honorable member for Ipswich, who
could not get the chair, would have the
honorable member for Ipswich as their leader !
—him whom, a very few years ago, they not
only hunted from the Assembly Chamber,
but tried to hunt into the Insolvent Court.
Such was their animosity against him, then,
simply because he had occupied the Speaker’s
chair. And, now, let him (the Secretary for
‘Works) ask, if the country was to confide its
affairs into the hands of the honorable member
for Ipswich, if that honorable gentleman was
to be selected as the Premier of this colony—
what did the honorable member for Fortitude
Valley say about him P

My, Tnrney: What did he say of you?

The Secreriry For Pusric Works: He
had a lively recollection of what the honor-
able gentleman had said, but that was no
reason why he should not read what the
honorable member had said of the leader he
was now following

Mr. Lizzey: No, no.

The SecrETARY FOR PUBric Worxgs: The
honorable member was sitting under the
leadership of the honorable member for Ips-
wich. He (the Secretary of Works) had not
the slightest doubt that honorable member
would take office under that leader, or take
something from him. He had no doubt that
he had got a promise from that leader.

Mr. Lizrey : No.

The SEcrETARY FOR PuBLic Works: Well,
he was not glad to hear it, because he knew
that it would come whether or not. ‘What
did the honorable member for Fortitude
Valley say ? He took the guidance and
control of public opinion over the colony ;
and if a man affronted him, he attended
meetings over the country, and denounced him
to the people. What did the honorable
member say the last time he met the honor-
able member for Ipswich in public? The
House should hearit, eut from the Courier

Mr. Lanrey : Then, it can’s be true.

‘The SecrErarY For PuBric Works: Which
endorsed and sedulously propagated all the
things said by the honorable member and
other honorable members on the same side of
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the House against the present leader of the
Opposition :—

“Mpr. Lilley on coming forward, said :—Gentle-
men, I perceive that the returning officer is not
aware when he has a gentleman to deal with, and
that gentleman a fearless one.”

This language was, he (the Secretary for
‘Works) was sorry to say, used by the honor-
able member to the returning officer for
Eastern Downs, a gentleman whom he did not
know, but who no doubt was a very respect-
able person :—

“If he had refused me a hearing I should
certainly not have allowed the matter to remain
quiet. Now, gentlemen, how dare Mr. Macalister
to stand before this electorate and call himself
the Honorable Arthur Macalister ? He call him-
self an honorable !—a gentleman who has sold
every Ministry that he had ever anything to do
with., I believe he has gone round the country
trying to vilify my character. How dare he take
my name in vain? Mr. Lilley went on for some
length in this strain. He (Mr. Lilley) impressed
upon the electors the necessity of not returning
Mr. Macalister. He was certain to sell them, as
he had done before.”

Those were almost the last words the honor-
able member had uttered in public respecting
the honorable gentleman, whom he now sub-
mitted to as leader. He (the Secretary for
‘Works) did not mean to say that those words
were correct. He said that a harsher and
more unfair opposition no gentleman ever met
with in this country than the honorable mem-
ber for Ipswich. He believed that that
Opposition was unjust, and an insult to the
Parlinment ; as, in that matter, it was because
the honorable gentleman had chosen to take
the highest position which it was in the
power of the House to bestow. The honorable
gentleman was dogged about the country and
attacked; and that was an instance of the
way he was talked about by his present
supporters. Here was another remark of the
honorable member for Fortitude Valley, which
the House should hear :—

“Mr. Lilley then referred at considerable length
to the action of Mr. Macalister in accepting the
Speaker’s chair. In doing so Mr. Macalister had
sold his party, and he had left them in the position
of a minority instead of a majority. Mr. Lilley
denounced him in bitter terms, stating that he
was unreliable as a partizan, and was as unstable
izls W&ﬂser, as fickle as the wind, and as timid as a

are.

Was the country to understand thata gentle-
man whom the honorable member for Forti-
tude Valley so regarded when they last met
in public was to be put forward at the head
of "affairs, to upset the whole prosperous
arrangements of the colony, and for mere
party purposes P—

“The remainder of Mr. Lilley’s speech was
composed of an attack upon the present Govern-
ment ;?

and so on. He (the Secretary for Works)
had quoted those remarks, and he could quote
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a great deal more, from the Courier, of the
remarks of the honorable member for Forti-
tude Valley and other honorable members of
the House who acted with him, to show the
opinion they held of their present leader.
‘What had oceurred, since—what had come
over the country—what great crisis had
arrived—to account for the change in them,
or in that man who was as unstable as water,
as fickle as the wind, as timid as a hare ; who
had sold every Ministry that he had ever
anything to do with; who was once gazetted.
out of office by the honorable member. for
Fortitude Valley? Yet, now, the confidence
of the country was to be reposed in him, and
the guidance and control of its affairs placed
in his hands! He (the Secretary for Works)
did not believe the honorable member for
Ipswich deserved that character. It was
party and political embitterment that had
been aroused against him. Great injustice
was done to him and to the country when
the honorable gentleman was so persecuted.
‘What was he to think of honorable members
on the Opposition side of the House who
agreed with the honorable member for Forti-
tude Valley, and who endorsed every word
that had been said by him—who never
apologised to the honorable member for Ips-
wich, and never withdrew the bitter expres-
sions which had been used towards him?
What were the House to think of ihose
honorable members, who, for the sake of the
vote of the honorable member for Ipswich,
had elected him their leader ? When such
unnatural events arose in the colony, he (the
Secretary for Works) should not be doing
his duty if he did not refer to them. If all
that honorable members on the other side of
the House had said was correct, what proof
had they given—what proof had the honor-
able member for Ipswieh given—that he
possessed the necessary qualifications to
assume such an important position as he was
assuming at this moment in the Legislature,
and before the country? The only qualifica-
tion that he (the Secretary for Works) could
see, and that the honorable gentleman was
proved to possess, was the very last one that
he should wish to have—he was fit to lead
honorable members on that side. The honor-
able gentleman now came forward, a disap-
pointed suitor for the Speaker’s chair, the
nominee of the very gentleman who had
opposed him so bitterly, and who had used
stronger language towards him than ever was
addressed by ex-colleagues to ex-colleagues;
he came before the House without any policy
of his own, whatever, and, without any
argument, charged the Government with
having no policy, and asserted his right to
drive them out of office. Upon what grounds
did the honorable gentleman proceed? His
first complaint, which was embodied in the
amendment upon the Address, was, that the
Government had no policy, and that therefore
they did not possess the confidence of the
House. Well, it was impossible for the
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Government to say what the honorable
gentleman meant by a policy. The Gov-
ernment had one policy, which the honor-
able member for Western Downs (Mr.
Ramsay) so ably illustrated, this evening;
and that was, a settled policy to do every-
thing for the benefit of the country, and
for the advancement of its interests. They
had Deen told by the Opposition that
they had adopted their policy. In the name
of heaven! what more did the Opposition
wish? Giving them the advantage of the
argument for a moment—he did not admit
that it was true—it meant that their policy
was a better one than the policy of the Gov-
ernment, and that if the Government had
followed their own policy, they would have
been doing something bad for the country—
which they had not done. All he could say
was that, whether it was theirs or the minis-
terial policy, it was a good one for the interests
of the country, which were not obstructed or
destroyed by it. The country reaped advan-
tage from it, and the people were gratified
with it. The country was no more aware at
this moment of such an opposition against
the Government policy, than Le was aware of
the internal affairs of China. He maintained
that the Government had a stable and unceas-
ing policy ever sinee they took charge of the
administration, and that it was one for govern-
ing all parts of the country alike. Even the
honorable member for Wide Bay could not
deny that. He (the Secretary for Works)
maintained that the country was never so fairly
or so evenly governed as under the present
administration. The honorable member for
‘Wide Bay knew, and his constituents knew,
that what he said was strictly correct. The
Lionorable member had a power of writing to
the papers, of scribbling letters, by which he
managed to keep a few factious persons in a
state of restlessness; but for all that, his
constituents of Wide Bay were satisfied with
what the Government had done and were
doing for their district, which was treated
justly, in common with every other district
of the colony. Even Brisbane was fairly
dealt with. No similar amount of good was
ever done before to what was effected since
the present Government took office. Why
Lad they done this® He (the Secretary for
Works) admitted that it was not any great
partiality for Brisbane—he did not pretend to
have it ; but it was because the Government
would Dhe just to all the colony. That was
their policy—to govern the country equally.
What was the natural following of thaf P
Progress and prosperity. The first thing the
Government attended to was, the improve-
ment of the harbors and rivers of the
colony. They did not Dbegin with the
North ; they did not neglect the South or any
part. Commencing at Nerang Creelk, at the
southern boundary of the colony—see what
good had been done to the waterway there!
See what good Lad been done to the Brishane,
compared with the “rest and caution” policy

[8 Juxe.]

to Opening Speech. 53

of the Ministry that the honorable member
for South Brisbane had been such an orna-
ment of : they would have lived and died be-
fore it would have ocecurred to them, or
before they would have discovered what the
judicious expenditure of. a few thousand
pounds had accomplished for the improve-
ment of the river navigation.

Mr, Lizney: Read the Speech of 1870.

Mor. StepHEENs: We found the money and
made the arrangements; you carried them
out. -

The SrcreTaARY FOR Pusric WORKS:
They never did anything of the sort. He
believed that the honorable member for South
Brisbane had something. to do with selling
the dredge; but the honorable member put
the money into the Treasury, and as far as
he knew, never intended to spend a penny of
it. He defied him to show it, or to prove
that he did more. But the Government did
not stop at the port of Moreton Bay ; they did
for Wide Bay and for Maryborough as much
as they could. As far as they could, they
opened Bundaberg, and facilitated communi-
cation with Mount Perry, notwithstanding
the scandals and the libels that had been
circulated against the Government. Instead
of keeping back that district, the Government
had really exerted themselves beyond their
strength and power to advance it. They had
had great difficulties to contend against, in
the divided interests of the people. For
months he (the Secretary for Works) was
obliged to stop, not only on that account,
but because his own officers were divided in
opinion as to what was best; but he was
determined to do what was best, and he had
succeeded. Go to Gladstone. The Govern-
ment had not been idle there. Again, go to
the Fitzroy, and see what improvements had
taken place. At Broadsound, at Mackay,
could be seen what the Government had
done, and the attempt they had made to
redress the injury which had arisen from the
recklessness of their predecessors. Go to
Townsville, to Cardwell, and see the same
thing. There was not a single port, there
was not a single river—more, he would say,
there was nob a single road, in the colony
that had not received fair and liberal treat-
ment at the hands of the Government, as far
as means went ; and not only that, but the
public buildings of the country had been
looked after as they never were before by
any Government., And, yet, they had no
poliey ! Their policy, as shown by their acts,
was for the good of the country—ifor all of it
equally. As far ag the publie buildings were
concerned, he did not hesitate to say that he
had found those of Brishane a disgrace to
the country. They were more like pig-styes
than public offices. If honorable members
would not admit those facts, the public
outside would do so. The Government had
adorned Brisbane. The office that he sat in
upoun entering the Government was absolutely
postilential, Take the Supreme Court; its
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precinets had been a disgrace to the Govern-
ment, and an insult to the community.

Mr. Lizzey : So it was now.

The SmcreTaRY For Pubric Worxs: He
pointed to the Post Office; as it was with
that, in Brisbane, so it was with every office
in the country. He mentioned this to show
that it was the Government policy to deal
fairly with every part of the country. An
imporfant part of their policy was railway
extension. Notwithstanding what honorable
members asserted, he had said over and over
again,that when the Government could afford
it, when the eountry could be got clear from
that slough of trouble with which the late
Government had had a great deal to do, they
would make the railway; and the Govern-
ment had faithfully done it. He durst say
that he had thus made himself very unpopular
with the people of Maryborough by the
extension of the railway; but, true to the
policy with which the Government had started,
when there was no ground for delay, when
the country could afiord it, the work was
done. e ventured to assert that if the late
Government had remained in office, the rail-
ways would not have been commenced, to-day.
The honorable member for Ipswich was
particularly unfortunate in another part of
his observations, when he stated that no
Parliament knew less about the mining
interest of the country than the present one;
that neither the Governor's Speech, nor
Ministers themselves had given any infor-
mation on the subject. That was absolutely
incorrect. It was not necessary that the
mining interest should be dragged into the
Speech ;—no harm and no good could be
done thereby. DBut the mining interest was,
at this moment, in a particularly prosperous
state; and the greatest satisfaction was felt
throughout the country with what the Govern-
ment had done. He referred particularly to
Gympie, which had been placed upon the
gnnacle of prosperity, because the present

overnment had dared to issue leases of
mining areas, and thus to give sccurity to
capital. That was part of their policy ; but
it was not the policy of the late Government.

The Hon. A. MacaristeER : It was.

The SecrEraRY wor Pusiie Works :
When he went into office, there was a great
difficulty in giving leases to the miners of
Gympie or any other place. But from that
time to this his almost constant request to
the officers of the department had been to
expedite the issue of such leases as the
Government were justified in granting; and
he did not hesitate to say that, so far as
Gympie was concerned, that part of the
policy of the Government had been attended
with the happiest results. When he went
into office, only fifty leases had received the
sanction of the Government, while there had
been actually a hundred more applied for,
that the people could not get; and he did not
hesitate to say that owing to the delays, and
obstacles, and difficulties presented, those
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people abandoned them. During the rule of
the present Government Parliament was kept
especially well informed upon the mining
interest. He (the Secretary for Works) was
speaking for his own department, especially
of the gold fields. He had initiated a matter
of very great advantage—he did not take much
credit for it—In the periodical publication of
the issue of miners’ rights. That was never
done before; and it had now the most whole-
some effect. It not only enabled residents
on the gold fields to know ¢ who ’s who —
who held miners’ rights upon the respective
diggings, but it gave the police information
which they should have had before. TUntil
the present Ministry went into office, the
Government stifled t}Ze good news that used
to come down from the northern gold fields
—itwas not allowed to transpire. He found,
upon going into office, telegrams which should
have been published two months before.
He published them, he thought, afterwards;
but they should have attraeted numbers of
people from the South to those gold fields.
He had caused the publication, whenever
practicable, of various information about the
gold fields of the colony. Yet, by the very
gentlemen who did not give information at
all, the Government had been accused of not
putting the Parliament in possession of infor-
mation about the gold fields. The gold fields
all over the colony were in the most flourish-
ing and contented state. They were never
more so, he believed. He never heard a
word of complaint from them now againsh
the Glovernment officers. Admitting, as he
did, that the present mining regulations were
not what they ought to be, he mentioned
that he was trying as hard as he could to get
up a new set. He had long been of opinion,
and he believed that the miners themselves
were of the same opinion, that the Gold
Fields Bill, as framed by the commissioner
who had been appointed by the House tfo
take evidence about the gold fields, and to
draw up a Bill for their regulation and ma-
nagement, was utterly unsuitable to the pre-
sent position of the mining interests of this
colony ; the machinery was unwieldy, and
not adapted for the requirements of popula-
tion. The Government, instead of taking
that Bill, were endeavoring to take another
course. They were getiing advice from their
own commissioners on the several gold fields
upon which to frame such regulations as
should give general satisfaction. That had
been the duty and study of his office for a
long time ; and he might tell the House that
the Government had taken the opinions of
a great many miners of experience. He
believed that, in the course of a week, he
should be able to promulgate a system of
regulations that would please all parties, and
conduce still further to the prosperity of the
gold fields. He furnished the House with
that information, and he eould promise the
honorable member for Ipswich that, what-
ever those gold fields regulations should be,
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or however they should come out, they would
not be such. a botch, such a disgrace to the
country, as the regulations which were now
in foree, with which he believed that honor-
able gentleman had Lad a great deal to do.
The honorable gentleman was very severe on
the subject of what he called the ¢ Litigious
spirit” of the Government. The Govern-
ment had done nothing but what their sworn
duty compelled them to do. “What did
the honorable gentleman mean ? Were the
Government to submit to fraudulent demands
upon them ? Were they fo sit down and
allow powerful claimants to come in and
demand sums of money which they knew in
their hearts that they had no claim to ? As
a proof of that, the contractor for the War-
wick railway, after assuring the Government
that he had no claim against them; after
getting them to settle claims more liberally
than their own engineers would have done ;
after leaving them with the expression used
by himself, or if not, made use of in his hearing
—* Thank goodness, we have closed one
railway contract without a lawsuit ;”—after
all that, he sent in a claim against the
Government for £30,000. A more barefaced
claim never was preferred against man or
Government. Were the Government, for
the sale of political position, or for the sake
of propitiating this man or that man, to
allow the country to be deprived of that
money P 'Was he fo sit in his office and
submit to a claim that was utterly at variance
with justice, and say nothing # No. Then
it had been said to him, “ Why didn’t you
go to arbitvation P and, further, * that the
contractor would have taken a few thousand
pounds,” if the claim had been sent to
arbitration. Such an offer was never made
to the Government, or to him, by the con-
tractor. But do not ask him as a Minister
of the Crown to have anything to do with a
man who could gend in a claim upon the
Government for £30,000, and who would take
a fow thousands for it. e did not value
office, but he did value the character of the
country ; and he eould not be got to submit
to such a man in a matter of that kind.
Now, as to arbitration. He had had to do
with two or three cases of arbitration, and
he conld assure the House that never so long
as he lived would he have anything to do,
again, with arbitration. Arbitration, as
against the Crown, was synonymous with
robbery. He should rather appeal to a jury
of the country. Ag to the claim of Ifr.

Williams, what did the jury do P Reduced :

it from £30,000 to £13,000; the Government
thus getting a reduction of £17,000. But
the Grovernment gained no credit for that.
It was to be used against them, first, that
they went to law, and then that they would
not go to arbitration. He (the Secretary for
Works) trusted that the claim would yet be
made by the officers of the Crown, whomso-
ever they might De, but £3,000. Instead of

the Government being supported in their !
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righteous determination to resist that demand
upon the public purse, they were charged,
for party and political reasons, with having
resisted such a claim., Ie gloried in what
they bad done. That resistance was one of
the things that he would hereafter refer to
with pleasure as having been done while he
held office in the Government. If the country
should ever have to pay that contractor more
than a few hundred pounds, it would be a
shameful wrong ; and the counfry would be
shamefully robbed. Was it not a very ex-
traordinary thing that members of the Op-
position always complained, directly or
ndirectly, at the street doors or in the shops,
of the Government extravagance—that the
Government were not pursuing the “ dum-
miers” P Yet, what did he find, at this
moment P From the remarks of the honor-
able member for Ipswich, it looked as if the
honorable gentleman held a brief from one
of those same dummiers. e (the Secrctary
for Works) listened with great attention, the
other night, to the honorable gentleman’s
speech ; and he came to the conclusion that
the honorable member held a brief from Mr.
Davenport, and had something to do with the
lively articles which had appeared in the
Ipswich and Warwick papers in support of
him. No one could have listened to the
speech and have read the articles without
thinking that the writer and the speaker
were very closely connected with one another.
He found that there was drawn up a regular
band of those persons who wanted to geb
something out of the Government. There was
the great railway contractor, and the grand
dummier, meeting with the members of the
Opposition day and night; they were shep-
herding them constantly. Those were the
honorable members who professed to be so
virtuous upon the subject of the alienation of
the Crown lands, and who condemned the
Government for not checking the dummiers.
Yet they met at their political meetings,
those very dummiers and others who made
claims upon the Government! If the coun-
try did not take warning by that, he should
be very much astonished. He would say,
with all due deference to the House, that he
thought it was a very unfortunate thing for
the country that those powerful men who
took up land contrary to law, and who made
claims against the Government, should be
found, day after day and night after nighi,
closeted with the gentlemen who were trying
to get into the next Government. The hon-
orable member for Ipswich had said that the
Government were not justified in going to
law unless they had an irresistible elaim.
Did anyone ever hear such trash? How
were the Government to tell whether they
had an irresistible elaim until it was tried ?
Every claim that he had brought into court,
in the course of his life, was said by his
solicitor to be irresistible ; but he had found
that what his lawyer told him was not
always true, that the law was very uncertain,
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and that new faets came out in evidence, the
existence of which he did not know before.
And so, in Williams’ claim. The jury evi-
dently found that there was a great deal to
be considered on both sides. He (the Secre-
tary for Works) certainly thought that the
Government had an irresistible case——

Mzr. SrepmENS : No, no.

The SecrETsRY For PuBLic Works: But
they did not lose £17,000 of the claim, The
honorable member for South Brisbane said,
“ No, no;” but the action was for £30,000,
and the verdict was for £13,000. Therefore
the jury told the contractor that his claim
was £17,000 more than it should be.

Mr. Tmorw: The lawyers always ask
double what they get.

The SEcrETARY For PuBLic Works: It
had been stated in the public prints—he had,
of course, no means of replying in the press;
he felt justified in referring to the matter—
in connection with the railway system, which
was very dear to his heart, that the honorable
gentleman who had moved the amendment
upon the Address was always in favor of
bringing the line into North Brisbane; and
the honorable gentleman’s friends now said
so. He should be prepared to show that that
was an error, so far as his information went,
and he had documentary evidence. The honor-
able gentleman never was in favor of the line
coming into North Brisbane. The honorable
gentleman was always so overshadowed by
the honorable member for South Brisbane,
that he never had a policy of his own on that
subject. He (the Secretary for Works) took
this opportunity of warning his friends and
the citizens, that if the line was brought into
South Brisbaue it would be physically impos-
gible to bring it to North Brisbane. He had
talken all the pains possible to be right on
this subject, and, from the knowledge he pos-
sessed, he did not hesitate to say that if the
line was taken to South Brisbane, it would
be as great a failure as the present ferminal
station at Ipswich had proved, as the present
terminal station at Tdowoomba had proved,
as the present terminal station at Dalby had
proved, and would materially affect and have
a baneful influence upon the future prosperity
of North Brisbane. The railway would not
go over the present bridge; he did not see
bow it was possible. The level of the bridge
might be raised ; but how was the line to be
got up to it? South Brisbane was a swamp ;
and the terminus was not to be at the bridge,
as honorable members professed ; it wasto be
at the Alice-street ferry. The dodge, he said,
was to get it down to the Alice-strect ferry.
The engineers had received instructions to
make the terminus somewhere about the front
of Bell's store, in South Brisbane. He need
not tell anyone that if the line was once got
down on the main street of South Brisbane,
no engineer would ever get it up to North
Brisbane. Let the people look toit. How
was the railway to be got thence, unless a
loop-line was made down to Lytton, which
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was the original é)roject. As soon as the ter-
minus was placed in South Brisbane, whether
the colony had to pay for it or not, North
Brisbane must go over to the south side—
North Brishane would feel the effects of
it, as its business would go over, and very
soon South Brisbane would be again 1n
that prominent position which 16 held
when he first came to this country. The
terminus could not be made and the
traffic not go to it. Thab was impossible.
Now, what was their policy as to the Brisbane
and Ipswich Railway. The Government pro-
posed that it should cross the river in the
neighborhood of Oxley Creck;and be carried
thence down the north bank of the river, and
have the terminus in North Brisbane. That
was their policy in the matter, and it was
their policy solely because they considered it
would be for the good of the colony that the
railway should follow that route, and that the
terminus should be in North Brisbane; and
ke could assure the House that the Govern-
ment were not actuated by any personal con-
siderations in adopting that route. It was a
decision come to altogether upon engineering
recommendations; and so recently as a fort-
night or three weeks ago, he knew no more
what way the line would go than he knew
what way any line in the world would go.
He formed no opinion himself on the sub-
ject, but left it to be dealt with solely as an
engineering question ; though he must say
that he always hoped it would be brought
into North Brisbane, because he considqreda,
great injury would be done to the eity if the
terminus was not in North Brisbane. They
had been told that it was never intended by
the honorable member for Ipswich that the
terminus should be in South Brisbane, but
that it was Lis intention that the railway
should be brought across the bridge, and have
the terminus in North Brisbane. Now, he
could not admit the accuracy of that state-
meont, for he held in his hand an Executive
minute, authorising the survey of the line
from Ipswich to South Brisbane, and from
a, persual of that document he was strongly
impressed with the belief that the honor-
able member for South Brisbane exer-
cised a powerful influence in getting the
survey of the line directed to be made %o
South Brisbane. He had seen it in print
before, but he had searched up the original
document in the course of the day, and it was
signed by Mr. Macalister, Mr. Stephens,
and Mr. Lilley. INow, he did not hesitate
to say that that survey was carried out
by the Government of which the honor-
able member for Ipswich was at the head,
in defiance of a resolution of Parliament,
Mcr. Blakeney, now Judge Blakeney, brought
in a motion for the survey of a line between
Ipswich and South Brisbane. That motion
was negatived by the House, but no sooner
was Parliament prorogued than this Execu-
tive minute, which he held in his hand, was
drawn up. It was in the handwriting of one
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of the clerks of the department, but there was
this significant thing in it, that there was one
word in the handwriting of the honorable
member for Ipswich. One of the recom-
mendations in this minute, as originally pre-
pared, was, that, in the carrying out of the
survey as proposed, the attention of the engi-
neers should be given as to the best mode of
approaching Brisbane. Now, so far, that was
fair epough ; but he found—and it was in
the handwriting of the honorable member
for Tpswich himself—that the word ¢ South ”
was inserted before the word * Brisbane.”
Now that, he thought, was proof positive, and
ought to be abundantly convineing tohonor-
able members that it was not the intention of
the honorable member, when in office, to bring
the line to North Brisbane.

Mr. Lizzey : What is the date ?

The SECRETARY FOR Punric Works: The
date is the 14th of December, 1869, but Mr.
Blakeney’s motion had been negatived.

Mr. Lizrey : The motion by Mr. Blakeney
was in 1865; and so the honorable member
was quite wrong in saying that the survey was
ordered during the recess that followed the
session in which the motion of Mr. Blakeney
was considered and negatived.

The SEcRETARY FOR PuBLic WoRKS : Well,
he found he was wrong, so far as this parti-
cular document was concerned. It was
quite true that Mr. Blakeney had left the
House before this date; but, at any rate,
within a month or two after Mr. Blakeney
lost his motion, the Government took those
steps.

Mr. Lizrey : The honorable member was
confounding what took place in 1865, with
proceedings that took place in 1869.

The SECRETARY FOR PunLic Worxs: No;
he was not. This was an order for a fresh
survey.

The Hon. A. MacarisTER : The honorable
member was quite mistaken. The motion of
Mr. Blakeney was dealt with in 1865, whereas
the Executive Minute he was reférring to,
was dated in December, 1869.

The SecrETaRY ForR Pusric WoRks :
Well, no matter, though that might be the
case, they found here this most extraordinary
thing, that a document brought before the
Executive Counecil had been interfered with
by the honorable member for South Brisbane,
by the addition of the words ‘° Ministers
recommend.” Now, he would like to know
what was the meaning of such hanky panky
work as that—one minister inserting the
word “ South” before ¢° Brisbane,” and another
adding the words ““ Ministers recommend ”?
But that was not all the information he
possessed. He had been told that this was
not an official document, but that it was only
a memorandum for the consideration of the
Government. But they had this fact that it
was signed, not only by the members of the
Ministry, but also by the Governor himself;
and so it was in every respect a regularly
constituted Hxecutive Minute; and it came
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from the Executive Council to the Minister
for Works with the authority of the Governor.
Now, he was not so new to office as not to
know the value of a document of that kind.
In looking over the official correspondence on
the subject, he found the following paragraph
in a letter to Mr. Thorneloe Smith :—

« With reference to the approach to Brisbane,

two points are open, either of them of sufficient
importance to create matter for controversy, The °
first with the view of having the station at South
Brisbane, would have the great advantage of the
contiguity of the future Brisbane Bridge, and the
fact of there being a reserve upon which a rail-
way wharf might be constructed, with the édelds
of being opposite the Parliament Houses.”
Now, there was anolther very important
document, which showed where it was the
intention of the Government of the day to
take the railway to. In another communiea-
tion Mr. Thorneloe Smith said—

“The termination of the new line is opposite
the Alice-street Ferry (i.e. according to field
section) ; as staked out, it ends, or rather com-
mences, opposite Mr. D. Bell’s warehouse.”

That fully bore him out in what he had
stated as to the intention of the honorable
member for Ipswich, and showed that his
intention, so far as it could be gathered from
official documents, was, that the terminus of
the railway should bein South Brisbane, and
opposite Mr. Bell's store. Now, he main-
tained that the railway could not be brought
to North Brisbane, if it was carried to so
unsuitable a place. But he had still more
information on the subject. Another engineer,
Mzr. R. D. Stephens, was employed to report
upon the subject, and what he said was this—

“ The site for the station, on the new line,
would be opposite to D. Bell’s warehouse.”

The Hon. A. MacarisTER: What is the
date of the report ?

The Sucrerary ¥or PUBLIc WORES:
The 20th May, 1870.

The Hon. A. MacarisTeER : You were your-
self in office at that time.

The Seceerary wor Punric WORES:
That was quite true, but the work was com-
menced during the time of the Macalister
Ministry. The paragraph he was proceeding
to quote {rom Mr. Stephens’ report, was as
follows :—

“The site for the station on the new line would
be opposite to D. Bell's warehouse, and good
ground can also be obtained here, though 1 fear
from the «lose proximity of the line to both river
and road, the station arrangements would of
necessity be extremely eramped. The strip of
available ground is but very narrow indeed ; and
as Brisbane station, with all its goods-sheds,
engine and earriage-sheds, and workshops, &c.,
must necessarily cover a large area, this marked
want of width will be found to be a very great
drawback.”

Now, the whole of that applied to South
Brisbane ; and so amazed was the department
on the receipt of that document, that he
caused a letter to be written to Mr. Stephens,
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asking him to state under what instructions
he had acted in this matter, and whether such
instructions were in writing, and if so, to
furnish the department with a copy or copies
of it. That request was made because the
department eould not find out amongst any
official documents what instructions Mr.
Stephens had received. Now, Mr. Stephens,
in reply to that letter, wrote as follows:—

“I acted under the wverbal instructions of the
late Minister for Works, given to me on Sunday,
the 24th of April, 1870, at Mr, Taylor’s house, in
Toowoomba.”

Now that was the way their railways were to
have been made—by verbal instructions,
given at Mr. Taylor’s house in Toowoomba,
on a Sunday. That was the way that
hundreds and thousands of pounds were to be
squandered in the construction of their rail-
ways. Could any sane man, he would ask,
entertain a doubt for one moment as to what
was the intention of the former Ministry
about having the terminus at South Brisbane ;
and could anyone after that have any doubt
as to the unfitness of the honorable member
for Tpswich to come into office, and be the
constructor of the railway works of the
colony? He had been told that there was
considerable distrust as to the policy of the
present Grovernment in respect to the carrying
out of the railway works. Now the guestion
was one that should be open to the fullest
discussion; and it was of the most vital
importance to the future welfare of the colony
that it should be discussed in a fair and
impartial spirit; and that was the way in
which he would himself desire to have it dis.
cussed. The idea of the honorable member
for Wide Bay, wasg, that by employing large
contractors, they would be able to know how
much they were going to expend. Now, it
was just for that reason—that they might
know exactly what they were to spend—the
Government had gone upon the principle of
employing a number of small contractors. By
entering into large contracts, they could not
know how much the works were likely to
cost, but in small contracts the Government
could, to a certain extenf, eontrol the expen-

diture. To prove the recklessness of the
charges that were brought against the
Government on this ground, he would

read a return showing what had been the
cost to the country of entering into large
contraets ; and he would ask honorable mem-
bers to say if they thought the country should
again rush into large contraets, when it was
seen what was the amount of the contracts,
and what was the amount of their expendi-
ture ? He found by the statement lie held in
his hand, that the coniract entered into for
the Bremer Bridge was £12,000, and that
that amount was exceeded by £1,643 10s. 2d.
Now he looked upon that as a very large
amount in excess on a work of the kind.
Then he found that the contract for the works
between Ipswich and the Little Liverpool
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Range was £86,900, and that it was ex-
ceeded by £968 16s. 3d. That was, of itself,
a trifling matter, he would admit. The con-

{ tracts for the works from Grandchester to

Laidley, and from Laidley to Helidon, com-
bined, amounted to £155,684 1s. 9d., and
the excess amounted to no less a sum than
£56,301 2s. 3d., nearly £60,000 in excoss
of the contract price. Now, was that a right
thing to allow? But he had not yet done.
There was the contract for the line from
Murphy’s Creelk to Toowoomba. The con-
traet price for that work was £286,640, and
the excess amounted to £97,616 5s. 5d. Then
the contract of My, Bourne for the line from
Toowoomba to Dalby was £212,815 5s. 10d.,
and there was expended in excess of that
amount no less a sum than £22,613 17s. 10d.
The contract of Mr. Williams for the line
from the Gowrie Junction to Allora, and from
Allora to Warwick, amounted to £2067,565
18s. 9d., and there was expended in excess,
£28,010 18s. 4d. Then, as to the Northern
Line, the contract of Barry, Rourke, and
Munro was for £155,000, and it was exceeded
by £17,609 5s. 2d.  Altogether, he found that
the total expenditure on their railway works,
over the contract prices, amounted to nearly
a quarter of a million of money ; or, to be
correct as to the figures, the total amount
over the contract price was £202,206; and
yet, after such an explanation as that, the
Government were rebuked by their opponents
for not entering into large contracts for the
carrying on of their railway works. He be-
leved that the system of the present Govern-
ment for the construction of the railways
would be found to be preferable to the
system of large contracts; and, that the
works, in being carried on by the able
men to whom they had been entrusted,
would be completed at less than the contract
prices. It was only yesterday thab he was
informed that certain work was being done
at 4s. 6d. per foot, and that work of the same
kind, during the time the honorable member
for Tpswich was in office, was paid for at the
rate of 8s. per foot. Notwithstanding the
high compliments that had been paid to large
contractors, he found that the country had
been shamefully done by them. Now, what,
he would ask, was the meaning of the cry for
the employment of large contractors. For his
own part he must confess that he would rather
gec the men of small means in the colony
enjoying the profits arising from those works,
than see the money doled out to them by
large contractors ; and especially when they
had also the assurance that the work would
be as well, if not better, done by them than
it would be done by large contractors.
He Lnew that the work on the line
between Brisbanc and Ipswich was well
done, and he was fully satisfied that so far as
the construction of the line had been pro-
ceeded with, the work would compare, and
that favorably, with work of a similar kind on
any portion of the existing lines of railway in



Address in Reply

the colony ; and not only that, but the works
would be carried out at something like a
saving of from forty to fiffy per cent. on the
cost of the lines thal had been already con-
structed. Tt had been alleged that it was
altogether a political dodge on his part that
the Government entered into those small con-
tracts. Now, that was quite a mistake, for
there was nothing of the kind; and a more
unfounded charge could not possibly have
been made. The only object the Government
had in entering into those small contracts was

to effect a saving of the public money. He |

could firmly assure the House, that he did
not personally know any of the contractors on

the line, and that he did not think he had |

spoken to any three of them in his life; and
yet it was said that the entering into those
small contracts was all a dodge of his for
political purposes. 'Why, the engineers had
pledged their professional reputation that they
would make the lines cheaper than any of the
lines that had hitherto been constructed in
the colony, and he believed they were doing
it. But there was nothing the present Gov-
ernment could possibly do that would give
satisfaction to some honorable members on
the Opposition side of the House. If they
entered upon the construction of railways
they were told that they were filching the
policy of the Opposition ; and they were even
found fault with for trying to have railway
works constructed more economically than
they had hitherto been constructed ; and yet
he had never found any of those gentlemen
coming forward to do anything, by advice or

otherwise, to assist the Government in the |

advancement of what would De for the good
of the colony. He had never, so far as his
department was concerned, got the least en-
couragement from honorable members oppo-
site ; and for that, as well as for other good
and sufficient reasons, he failed to see why he
should give way to them. A. great deal had
been said against the way in which it was
proposed to bring the line into North Bris-

ane. 'Well, the responsibility of the recom-
mendation rested solely with the engineers;
‘and if their statements and caleulations were
not correct, the blame or disgrace would fall
altogether upon them. But he believed that
those officers had honestly advised the Govern-
ment ; and they strongly advised the Govern-
ment that the line should be brought into North
Brisbane. Thelarge farming community that
was settled between Ipswich and Oxley would
be greatly benefitted by the line coming down
the south side as far as Oxley; and by the
line crossing the river at Oxley and coming
down to Brishane, a great extent of country
that was at present uncccupied along the
north bank of the river would be taken up
for villa residences and for cultivation; and,
taking that fact into consideration, he main-
tained that the cost of bringing the line down
the north side of the river from opposite Oxley
Creel would be considerably less than the cost
of bringing it all the way down the south bank
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to South Brisbane. Now, it would be of
very great benefit to North Brisbane, and, as
regarded commercial facilities, to the Dbenefit
of the whole colony, that the line should be
But that was
not all. The Government proposed, also, to
make the terminus in the very heart of the
city—at a site from which tramways could be
made radiating to all the wharves along the
river side,—to Harris’s wharf, to wharves
that might be made at the Botanical Gardens,
and to the Queen’s wharf, which the Govern-
ment proposed making at Petrie’s Bight. Tt
had been most mendaciously stated by a writer
in the newspapers that, ineluding the bridge
across the river at Oxley, the line from that
point would cost about £200,000. Now, he
could tell the House, positively,that the cost of
bringingthe line downthe northsideof theriver
from opposite Oxley would be less, including
the cost of the bridge across the river, than
the cost of DLringing the line down the south
side all the way to South Brisbane. But,
though it cost £20,000 or £30,000 more, still,
by all means, let them bring it to North
Brisbane rather than into what was actually
a swamp in South Brisbane; and he could
assure honorable members that, if it was
once taken there, it would not be possible to-
get it out again. That was what was done in
the first instance in the case of Toowcomba,
and last session he was under the necessity
of asking the House for a sum of money to
have the station taken out of the swamp.
Now, as regarded the station at Ipswich, he
did not think that the Parliament, if it had
been consulted in the matter, would have
consented to the terminus being in South
Ipswich, or to the eonstruction of the bridge
to bring it there. And he was quitc sure
that the construction of the bridge was not, as
a particular work, authorised by Parliament.

My, Groox : The sum of £7,000 was voted
for it by the House.

The SrcrETARY FOR PUuBLic Works: Well,
he could only say that so far as he had infor-
mation on the subject, the Parliament was
never asked to sanection the work; and
besides that, there was eight or nine miles of
the route along which the line went, that the
Parliament was nover asked to sanetion.
Now if the present Government had acted in
the same way, they might have also commit-
ted the House to the construction of the line
from Ipswich to North Brisbane by whatever
route they wished. But the Governmeit
preferred to come to the House before
proceeding further than the House autho-
rised. The Government determined that
they would not carry out a foot of the
line that had not Dbeen authorised by the
Parliament. He now came to refer to some
remarks that were made the other evening by
the honorable member for Wide Bay, in
The honorable
member had made a very pathetic appeal to
honorable members to support the Opposi-
tion, if they wished the difficulties connected
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with the land question to be advantageously
settled. The honorable member in effect
stated, that now was the time for gentlemen
who held disputed titles, and wlio were the
holders of large runs, to come forward and
make their peace with the Opposition. (No,
no.) Well, of course those were nob exactly
the words used by the honorable member,
but that was the construction he put upon
them, and if they did not bear that construe-
tion he would like to know what other con-
struction could be put upon them. The
honorable member said that if the land ques-
tion was not settled soon it would be all the
worse for some people, and that it was only
by the Opposition side of the House that the
holders of large tracts of couniry could
expect to get the question satisfactorily
settled. (No, no.) Well, he might be doing
the honorable member an injustice, but that
was the impression produced upon his mind
at the time, by what he stated. Another
great charge brought against the Government
by the honorable member was, that they had,
on the eve of a general election, come before
the House without announcing a policy.
Now he did not think it was necessary
that. they should do so; and if it had been
thought necessary that they should do so, he
believed they ecould have written out a policy
that would hiave been highly attractive to the
people of the colony. But the Government
held the opinion that it was not neeessary for
them at the present time to announce a
policy; and that especially as they had no wish
to come before the country with any ad captan-
dum statements as to the course of policy they
intended to pursue. Now he thought it was
highly creditable to the Government, that, be-
ing in the position they were in, they did not,
on the eve of a general election, come forward
with an attractive policy, upon which, if a vote
of want of confidence should be passed by the
House, they could appeal to the country.
The hooorable member for Ipswich, M.
Hacalister, quite ignored that fact, when he
accused the Government of having met the
House without announcing a policy. But
there was also this faet, that ever since the
present Government had been in office, they
had had a distinet policy, which was well
understood by the people, and which con-
sisted in fostering the various interests of the
colony by every means in their power, and
acting fairly towards all classes of the com-
munity. Almost the first thing they did
when they ecame into power was, to announce
a distinet and liberal policy. They asked for
the large sum of £100,000 for ecxpendi-
ture on the roads of the colony; and there
had been a great deal of good done throughout
the colony by the way in which that vote had
been expended. He believed that more good
had been done to the colony by the expendi-
ture of that money than had been done by
the expenditure of any similar sum by any
previous ministry. By the judicious way in
which that amount of money had been ex-
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pended, they had enabled farmers in almost
every parb of the colony, who had previously
often had to witness their produce rotting
before their eyes, to bring their produce
regularly to market, And this further
advantage had been gained, that by the
making of rcads through districts that had
hitherto been neglected, settlement would be
greatly facilitated. He had been told not
later than to-day, that in a particular distriet
of the colony, where new roads had been made,
and others improved, since the present Gov-
ernment came into office, settlement had
taken place to a very great extent. He
maintained that nothing could be done that
would tend more to the benefit of the colony
than a wise expenditure of money in such a
way. He knew it had been said that this
expenditure had been made for the purpose
of increasing the political power of the
Government throughout the colony; but,
those who said so, altogether overlooked the
fact, that, by the way in which the money
had been expended, through road boards,
the Government had voluntarily divested
themselves of a great deal of political power
whieh, otherwise, they could have exercised,
if they had wished to do so. Formerly, the
money for the improvements of roads was
expended on the fiat of the Minister at the
head of the department for the time Deing,
but the present Government had asked the
people of the several distriets to come and
assist them with information as to the way
in which the money should be expended;
and yet, the Government, after they had
done that, were told that they had distributed
the vote so as to inerease their political influ-
ence throughout the colony. Now, he most
emphatically asserted that the Government
had never prostituted their position, either
in the expenditure of money or otherwise,
for the purpose of promoting their political
influence ; and he hiad made it a rule in the
Works Department to know nothing as to
the political views of those who might have
occasion to attend there in comnection with
the promotion of public works in any part of
the colony. IHe had never done it himself,
and he had never encouraged it. He had
never taken advantage of his position as a
Minister of the Crown to say one word of a
disparaging naturc to any member of any
constitucncy with respeet to the political
views of the representative of the district to
which he belonged. Now, though the Gov-
ernment had divested themselves of this
important means of exercising political power,
they had never got the least credit given
them by the newspapers as for the course
they had adopted with respect to the expen-
diture through local voad boards of the
amount voted for the formation and improve-
ment of roads. He must say that he felt he
would always be able to look back with the
greatest satisfaction to the system the present
Government had initiated in respect to road
making. The people had been led by it to
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take an active inferest, themselves, in the
prosecution of road works in their respective
distriets, instead of depending altogether upon
the action of the Government ; and one great
benefit arising from that was the cerlainty
that the money would not be wasted as 1t
had been some years ago. He had little
more to say. IHe supposed they would go to
a division on the question, but he considered
that one of the greatest disadvantages that
could happen to the country at the present
time would be that the Government of the
colony should be at all disturbed. He felt
fully assured that any gentlemen who raight
succecd them, let them be ever so able or
patriotic, would not be able to carry out all
the works of a public nature, and which were
absolutely required, that had been initiated
by the present Government. Those honorable
members on the Opposition side of the House,
who had the good of the country at heart,
knew full well that the present was not the
proper time to attack the Government; and
that those who, from political or other mo-
tives, desired to see the Government turned
out, should have waited for the period of a
general election. He had no hesitation in
saying that he did net think any new Ministry
that eame into office at the present time would
be able to bring to a successful termination
some of the great undertakings that had been
entered upon by the present Government;
such as the mail service by Torres Straits, or
the completion of telegraphic communication
with Hurope, by means of a line of their own.
Nor did he think that any political party
would be able to carry on the railway policy
of the country in the masterly way in which
it had been done under the present Govern-
ment. He thought that honorable members,
before they gave their votes on this occasion,
should bear in mind that they had the inter-
ests of their constituents to consider. They
should remember that they were at this mo-
ment in the possession of a most important
trust, and one which they had to exercise, not
for their own benefit, but for the benefit of the
country at large. If any suffering should
take place to the country at the present time,
from this party and political strife, the blame
would not only rest upon those gentlemen
who promoted 1t, but also upon those honor-
able members who did not exert themselves
at the present moment to prevent-the colony
from being plunged into what he believed
would be little less than a state of anarchy
and confusion ; which, it seemed, some honor-
able gentlemen opposite were prepared to
face—so desperate were they to get into office,
and to have the opportunity of earrying out
their own political purposes. Ever since the
present Ministry had been in office, there had
been an incessant endeavor to get them turned
out, on the part of some honorable members
opposite, in order that they themselves might
got into office. Now, it was not more than
twelve months ago since the IHouse voted a
million of money for public works, and so far
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as he had been able to ascertain, the feeling
ofthe country was, at thetime, and stillwas,one
of satisfaction that the expenditure of it had
been entrusted to the present Government ;
and by the way they had expended it, the
Government proved how fully they appre-
ciated the confidence that had been reposed
in them. If honorable members opposite got
into office to-morrow, how would they be able,
he would ask, to earry on the Government of
the country? They would be in a similar
position as regarded power in the House as
the Government was at the present time ; and
it was not at all to be supposed that, with
an equal number, if not a majority of members
with them, should they have to take their
places on the Opposition side of the House,
they would allow their successors to carry on.
It would follow that there would have to be
an appeal to the country ; which would oceca-
sion a delay of several months in the carrying
on of public business; and in all probability
the result of the appeal to the country would
be that the House would be very much the
same as it was now. (No, no.) Well, he knew
that honorable members now on the Govern-
ment side of the House were always told,
that on a general election or appeal to the
country, not one of them would suceceed in
being returned ; but it had always happened
after any such occasion hitherto, that on the
House resuming most honorable members on
both sides were able to exchange assurances
of their presence, and to say to each other—
“ Here we are again.” He maintained that
if there was a general election now, the futuve
House would consist very much of the
same members as constituted it at the
present time. But during the interregnum

- that would be occasioned there would be a

total suspension of all important public works,
and that, necessarily so, from the want of
Parliamentary authority to carry them on;
and one of the consequences of that would be
that upwards of a thousand men would be
thrown out of employment for several months,
If such a calamity were to happen as, that the
honorable member for South Brisbane should
succeed to the office of Treasruer, the financial
affairs of the whole colony would be thrown
entirely out of gear, and there would be sure to
be some hanky-panky work carried on. Buf
in the matter of the public interest, it would
be a very serious matter if the present
Ministry were to be removed from office ; for
one result, at least, would be a delay of some
of the most important public affairs of the
colony for several months.

Honorasre Memsrrs : No, no.

The SzcrETARY TFoR PuBLic WORKs:
‘Well, he would ask honorable members
opposite, whether, if they succeeded to office,
they were prepared to go on with important
public works without the authority of Parlia-
ment P And any change of Government, at
the present time, would inevitably eventuate
in a dead-lock ; for, as he had already said,
it was not to be expected that honorable



62 Address in Reply

[ASSEMBLY.]

to Opening Speech.

members on this side of the House would | gathered up around him. In the present
give way to an equal number of honorable | trying situation they now had that honorable
members on the opposite side of the House, . gentleman professing himself as the great

who might succeed them in office. Now, the
real question before the House, at the present
time, seemed to him to be whether six honor-
able members on the opposite side of the
House should take the place of the
present Ministry; and in that there was
involved the further question—whether the
terminal station of the Brisbane and Ipswich
Railway should be in South Brisbane or in
North Brisbane? Those were the two
prineipal questions at present pending before
the House for the determination of honorable
members.
laid their plans as to the completion of the
line before the House, and it had come to be
known that there was a probability of the
terminus being in North Brisbane, the hon-
orable member for South Brishane had made
it a great question, and that especially in the
newspaper over which he had sole control,
that the terminus should be in South Bris-
bane.

Howorasrnt Memsrrs: No, no.

The SrcreraRY For Pusric WoORkS:
‘Why, there had been letter after letter in the
Courier urging that the line should be brought
to South Brishane.

Mpr. SrepEENs : But not to stop there.

The SecrETARY FOR PuBric Works: The
honorable member knew very well that if the
line was once taken to South Brisbane at all,
and the terminus placed opposite Mr. Bell’s
gtore, it would never be possible to get it out
of that position. In determining to bring the
railway to North Brisbane, and to have the
terminal station in the centre of the city, the
Government had been actuated solely by a
desire to perform what they considered to be
a duby to the eity, having regard as well to
the convenience of its large population as to
its imporbance as the great centre of the com-
merce of the colony. The chief purpose of
the line from Ipswich to Brisbanc would be
marred if the terminus were made at South
Brisbane. The Government, in taking the
course they had in this and all other matters,
had been actuated solely by a desire to per-
form what they conscientiously considered to
be their duty to the colony; and whether
they might be successful on the present ocea-
sion or not, he would go into division with
the fullest satisfaction that the Government,
ever since they took office, had not only en-
deavored to do their duty to the colony, but
had endeavored to do it more sincerely than
any Government that had preceded them.

Mr. MacDevirr: With the gloom that
surrounded the greatesteriminal whenbrought
before the bar of justice, there was always
some little gleam of sunshine, and it would
appear from the vehemence with which the
honorable the Minister for Works had pleaded
his defence that he was determined to avail
himself of the little bit of sunshine that he
could see amid the clouds which had

KEver sinee the Government had -

friend of the people of Brisbane, and deve-
loping himself in the new character of cham-
pion of the rights of what he had formerly
been pleased to call the rowdy constituency.
He was sure that the people of Brisbane
would not be very proud of the connection,
particularly with a comrade whose companion-
ship in the past was a guide of what he would
do in the future. Now the House had Leard
a great deal about the railways, and other
public works, which were being carried on
by the Government ; but he would ask the
honorable member, and his honorable col-
leagues, whether they had ever been sincere
in advocating the execution of those particular
works P He would ask them why, in the
first Parliament of their term of office, they
used to treat those matters as things not
even to be spoken of; and if they had been
sincere in the matter they certainly had not
shown that sincerity by their previous con-
duct. Now it appeared to him that in
approaching the present very grave question
of the vote of want of confidence in the
Government, every person should be impartial
in considering how he should vote, particu-
larly when that vote would tend to bring to
an end a defaulting Ministry, or return to
power a good Government. He would not
attempt to refute the assertion of the honor-
able member for Western Downs, who said
that the poliey of the Government was to be
judged by their acts during the three years
they had been in power; but he thought
that upon looking over those three years, and
the various public acts of the Government,
people would not come to the same conclu-
sion as that honorable member. He would,
however, first of all answer, and that shortly,
the long argument of the honorable the
Minister for Works as to the extravagance of
former governments—as to the large sums of
money paid to railway contractors. Why
the homoruble gentleman sat on the right
side of the very gentleman who was instru-
mental, and mamly so, in that expenditure-—
who brought such large profits to the con-
tractors, and yet now he charged honorable
members with it who were sitting on the
opposite side of the House. That was the
result of the tirade with which the honorable
member had treated the House upon that
subject, and he certainly thought the honor-
able gentleman should have gone a little more
into the present situation before he held
forth in that ad capiandum style, because it
was a speech much more suited to an ad cap-
tandum vulgus than to an assemblage of
educated gentlemen. Now, as far as the
Government had a policy when they entered
office, he would just see what it was. It
consisted of three things:—first, they ad-
voeated retrenchment and a stoppage of all
public works, or do-nothing policy ; next, he
believed it was a policy of the honorable
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member at the head of the Government that
there should be justice done to the North,
or, in other words, a re-adjustment of the
financial affairs of the country generally ;
another feature of their policy was an amend-
ment of the gold-fields legislation. Now,
first as to the poliey of financial re-adjust-
ment. Now, they had the honorable the
Premier bringing in a Bill on that subject in
two or three successive sessions and in two
or three different shapes, and it was quite
clear the honorable gentleman had no precise
notions ‘on the subject, for it was very cer-
tain that if he had had any very clear ideas
he would have endeavored much more
vigorously to carry them out. But, no,
there was an attempt in the first session,
renewed in the secound, tried in the last, and
the result was that nothing had been done in
the matter. Then, as to the gold-fields
policy of the honorable Minister for Works,
who seemed to claim special credit for his
administration of that department—and he
might say that it was only fair to that honox-
able gentleman to say that he believed he
admimsteved the affairs of the gold fields
with great zeal. He wasamost indefatigable
Minister for Mines, according to his own
ideas; but his sphere of action was both
narrow and restricted, and outside of it he
had no liberality. With reference to the
question of mining leases, to which the honor-
able gentleman pointed with so much satis-
faction, he might mention that no doubt
there had been a good deal of good done by
the establishment of such a system, and by
the leages the honorable member had ad-
vised his Government to grant; still it must
be borne in mind that that system had
been somewhat abused, because it was
notorious that not only were there mining
tenures held on lease, but that large areas
had been taken wup, and that consider-
able blocks of auriferous country were locked
up from the miners, the holders of them
keeping them only for purely speculative
purposes, and not for the purpose of being
worked. Whether that was owing to the
failings of the honorable Minister he did not
know, although he had been told that the
honorable gentleman followed that question
of leases as anyone would follow a hobby
that he loved. As to gold-fields legislation
generally, he would trouble the House with
a few remarxs to show that, although repeated
promises had been made by the Government
to bring in a comprehensive measure on the
subject, no such measure had yet been passed.
First of all, in the year 1870, there was a
promise that gold-fields legislation being so
unsatisfactory, it would be necessary to intro-
duce some reforms; and during that session
there was a Royal Commission appointed for
the purpose of inquiring into the subject of
such reforms as might be made in gold-fields
legislation, and reporting upon them. That
Cormmission was reported, and in the following
Parliament y: was stated in the Opening
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Speech that the report had been considered,
and that a measure based upon it would be
introduced by the Government. That Par-
liament, however, went on, and no such mea-
sure was introduced. The next session came,
and the honorable Minister for Works cer-
tainly did propose the passage of a measure
through its firsé stage, but then it was dropped.
There, then, they had the Ministry in three
sucecessive Parliaments, and in the Governor’s
Speech on one ocecasion, giving promises of
legislation ; but no performance. He con-
tended that it was the duty of the honorable
Minister who was entrusted with the respon-
sibility of that important department of the
Government to have insisted upon something
being done, but nothing had been done. In
reference to another matter connected with
the gold fields, he might mention the resolu-
tions he had had the lonor to pass through
that House in 1870, which granted to the
Government power to give rewards for the
discovery of new gold fields, and for continu-
ing the geological survey of the colony.
Those resolutions were not opposed by
the Government, although they were not
supported by them generally ; but at any rate,
they appeared on the records of the House as
having been passed in the usual way. Now,
three years had elapsed since then, and
nothing had been done in the matter.
He had noticed that at the commence-
ment of the last session-—he was not in
Brisbane at the time—the honorable mem-
ber for Wide Bay drew attention to the
failure of duty on the part of the honorable
Minister for Works in that respect, and that
that honorable gentleman in reply alleged as
an excuse, that he considered that the ques-
tion was to be dealt with by the Royal Com-
mission on the Gold Fields, which was granted
by the first Parliament. Now, the honorable
member practised his usual insinecerity in
making that excuse, inasmuch as the vote for
the appointment of a Commission passed on
the 6th December, 1870, and. the resolutions
for rewards passed on the 20th of the same

. month ; so that how the Commission was to

deal with the question of rewards, he could
not well understand ; he would leave it to the
honorable member himself to explain so lame
an excuse as that. He might also mention,
that in the first session of Parliament, the
honorable member for Wide Bay, and other
honorable gentlemen sitting with him, endea-
vored to proeure an abolition of the duty on
machinery for sugar and quartz crushing
purposes, which certainly seemed to be a
very small concession to make to those indus-
tries, which, in the North especially, were
prosecuted under so many difficulties; yet
the very honorable member who professed to
foster those industries, and took credit for
doing so0, opposed that motion. Again, the
same honorable member opposed the abolition
of the export duty on gold, as also did the
other members of the Goverament; bub at
the end of last session, finding popular opinion
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so strong on the subject, they came down with
a compromise, which, as they had a majority
at their back, the House was bound to accept.
Now in all those matters, the Government had
shown that they had failed in their duty so far
as the gold fields were concerned. They had
had the avowed assertion of the Government,
that when they took office the legislation on
the gold fields was in a deplorable condition ;
they had evidence of the appointment of a
commission, which cost a large sum of money ;
they had the evidence of three sessions of
Parliament ; and yet in the face of all that,
nothing had been done. There was then a
failure of duty, which he regretted to say had
to be laid at the door of the honorable
Minister for Works. Then again, as to
another part of the policy of the Government
on taking office, namely, retrenchment : well,
the only proposition ever made by them in
that direclion was, the miserable Bill which
had been alluded to, which was to take off
5 per cent. from the salaries of the Civil
servants—that was the only movement in
the way of retrenchment he was aware of,
and that certainly was a very sorry perform-
ance of so large a promise. He would next
allude to another particular in which the
honorable member at the head of the Govern-
ment might have been said to have proclaimed
apolicy, and that was separation of the North.
The honorable member had gone so far as
this in that particular—that, at the time of
his election for Poxt Curtis, he signed a
petition to the Home Government in favor of
separation. It was true, as the honorable
member had alleged, that he signed it as
“ A, HiPalmer, grazier;” but beyond signing
that memorial there was no other proof of
his separation policy—beyond merely signing
a petition as an electioneering measure to
prevent defeat. He thought that, so far as
the Government could be said to have had a
policy at the time of taking office, it was
included in those three measures, and those
they had failed to carry out as made to the
country and embodied in the Governor’s
Speech at the first meeting of Parliament.
He had next to go to other matters, and
glance at their history, and that was the
policy they either stole from the Opposition,
or which they accepted under very undignified
pressure. Iirst of all, in regard to the ques-
tion of representation: well, they had the
honorable the head of the Government
bringing in a measure during the first session
of Parliament for the improved representation
of the people, and which proposed to give
twenty additional members. The nexfsession
met, and there was no mention made in the
Governor’s Speech of any measure which
proposed to increase the number of represen-
tatives in that House; so completely was the
pie-crust character of the promises of the
Government, that after six months the honor-
able the Premier had apparently forgotten
them altogether. His late lamented friend,
Mr. Atkin, himgelf introduced a measure to
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supply the want caused by the forgetfulness
of the Government, and then it was, that the
honorable Colonial Secretary came down and
stated that he would, in the following session,
bring forward a measure to meet that greaf
want. Then they had the honorable gentleman
bringing in his measure, and, as he (Mr.
MacDevitt) said at the time, the honorable
gentlemen, when proposing it, pronounced its
funeral oration; he made no attempt, in fact,
to pass it. In the next Parliament there was
a promise of a Bill for additional representa-
tion: well, the House had sat for a consider-
able time, when the honorable member for
‘Wide Bay, recollecting how unfaithful to his
promises the honorable member at the head
of the Government had been, introduced a
measure, and then it was the honorable
gentleman promised to bring in a Bill asa
boon in prospect, at the same time making
promises to do better. That had been the
shuttlecock character of the honorable the
Colonial Secretary in that most important
department of his policy —that was the
policy which was forced upon the honor-
able gentleman by the Opposition, and
accepted so reluctantly by him. He
considered, therefore, that the position he
now took up was impregnable—that through-
out his term of office, the honorable member
had shown that he had no heart in that matter,
and that he promised to grant additional
representation because he was persuaded to
do so by finding that the Opposition were so
firm that they would not be trifled with. He
would now refer to the question of public
works, but only shortly : he had this, however,
to say, that whenever any public works of
importance—even those of the greatest impox-
tance—were brought before the House—
namely, the railways~—the honorable the
Premier ridiculed the idea of them. He
ridiculed the idea of a railway between
Ipswich and Brisbane; but on the pressure
of the honorable member for Clermont, he
entertained the idea of an extension of the
northern line. ‘With reference to the Ipswich
and Brisbane extension, the honorable gen-
tlemen said it would be such an expense that
he would never be the man to make it—not
for the reasons now stated by honorable
members, that the country was not then ready
for it ; but the reason given was that there
was a good road and a navigable river, and
that it would be improper conduct, and un-
worthy of a statesman, to expend money on a
railway when there were already existing such
great facilities for the conveyance of traffie,
namely the road and the river. If honorable
members would refer to ** Hansard,” 11 and 12
vols., 312, 338 pp., they would perceive that
the honorable the Colonial Secretary believed
that pressure would be brought to bear upon
the Government to construct that railway,
but that he would never be the man to make
it, as there was cxisting abundance of pro-
vision for traffic between the two places by
the road and by the river. So that it was
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rather extraordinary for the honorable mem-
bers opposite now to come forward and take
the credit of making those works. It was
well known that the Government had obtained
a dissolution in the most uneonstitutional
manner, because the Opposition had taken
such a firm stand in reference to that work,
and, therefore, the honorable Minister for
‘Works must know how -utterly futile it was
for him to make such disingenuousstatements;
especially as at the very time the question
was-being-entertained, the people- had: actu-
ally constructed an efligy of the honorable
member, and erected it on the very site now
proposed by the Government for the terminus
of the new railway. Ie thought it was an
insult to the intelligent community of North
Brisbane, to expect them to swallow such
statements as had been made. There was
another in the policy of the Government to
which, before passing from the present ques-
tion, he would briefly refer, and that was the
manner in which the honorable Minister for
‘Works proposed to constructthenewrailways.
There was some show in the honorable mem-
ber’s argument on behalf of a system of small
contracts. The honorable member said that
he proposed to save the large profits which
were made by large contractors, and to give |
them to the Government : now, if the honor-
able gentleman could do that, no doubt it
would be most praiseworthy on his part, and
the Opposition would not quarrel with such
an arrangement, for they were not only inter-
ested in having those public works con-
siructed, but were also interested in having
them made as cheaply as possible. He would
ask the House, however, to review how rail-
ways were made elsewhere, and to consider
how the system proposed by the honorable
Minister for Works had worked elsewhere.
‘Why, it was a notorious fact, according to
information he had received from an engincer
who wasentirely disinterested—who wasnot a
member of that House, and who was not in
any way interested in the construction of the
lines, but was, and he believed successfully,
prosecuting another industry, a gentleman who
for some time was Treasurer of this colony
that the proposed system of making railways
had at one time attracted the greediness of
companies in England, who thought that they
would take the profits of the contractors.
Now, those companies, which no doubt
managed their affairs as well as this or any
other Government could do, found it was
necessary to give up such a system, as by it
they had been launched into expenditure far
beyond their means, They found it was
utterly futile to expect to make any saving |
by doing away with contracts, and that when |
they had a contract properly guarded they ‘
had some ground upon which to go, and could ;
estimate their probable expenditure, and ‘l
malke such provision that the funds might be |
fortheoming. It was an old and exploded !
system, and it was a reversion on the part |
of the honorable member to that old ex-
F
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ploded system ;—it was the old story of
“ penny wise and pound foolish.” The honor-
able member. might make small savings in
some ways, but he would make large losses
in others. He could hardly help smiling at
the honorable member’s innocent opinion
that the workmen, if employed by the Gov-
ernment, would do a better day’s work than
if they were employed by a contractor. He
ventured to say that there was no person
outside of that House, and no honorable
member except the honorable member him-
self within that House, who was under such
a complete delusion as that. He could
imagine the honorable member being under
that delusion in this way :—The honorable
member would announce to the chief engineer
that on such a day he would visit the line;
that officer would communicate the news to -
the officers under him, and so on throughout
the works the news would go, “ the Minister
for Works is coming up the line to-day.”
He could well understand how the honorable
gentleman would find all the men shouting
and digging away with the greatest enthu-
siasm; and it was only under such circum-
stances as that, that anyone could be deluded
into the idea that men would work better for
the Government than they would for a con-
tractor. As the honorable member was in
fault in that respect, so was he in hisidea
that his new system would be a saving. e
did not wish to say one word against the able
gentleman who had charge of the northern
seetion, as he believed that he would do hig
duty well, without saying that others would
not ; still he could not help looking upon it
as the initiation of a system of robbery
and corruption that might not be in existence
at the present time. But having small con-
tracts led to money finding its way through so
many channels, that it would be impossible
to do away with jobbery ; there would be so
much chance of coming against some man
that eould be got at, and hence it was that he
objected to the system ; although, as he said
before, he had not the least doubt that the -
gentleman in charge of the northern line
would do his duty. There was another matter
in which the Government had adopted the
policy of the Opposition, and that was, the
lands. Upon that question, honorable mem-
bers must make it a certainty that the policy
of a Government must be wise, liberal, and
A former member of that House had
traced the administration of that question to
antiquity, and they had the spirit of Tiberius
Gracehus hunted up. Now, he would not be
disposed to go so far back as that, but the
history of the colony itself would show them
that if they wished to be prosperous they
must adopt a policy such as he had mentioned.
They had a-tract of country larger than New
South Wales, and considerably larger than
Vietoria, and even the distriet he represented
vwas as large as the latter colony ; and with
that magnificent heritage in their possession,
it was too much to be told that the great
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inferior of the country shounld have no other
use than for the stockwhip and shears, and
that that which drew from the earth its first
fruits should be ignored. He did not believe
that honorable gentlemen opposite would
reject that as unworthy of their consideration ;
but, if they were sincere in the matter, how
wag it that it was owing to the resolutions of
the honorable member for Wide Bay for the
resumption of certain lands in the Burnett
district, that they first had, from the honor-

able Minister for Lands, a promise to satisfy, |

in some way, the demand of the people on
that subject ? Why, there had never been any
mention made of it by honorable gentlemen
opposite, until it was proposed by the honor-
able member for Wide Bay, to resume certain
runs which were required for settlement, and
which should be resumed under the 10th
clanse of the Aect. It was only after that,
that the honorable Minister for Lands went
down to that House with his Homestead Bill,
and it was now stated by that honorable
gentleman that that Aect had satisfied the
people of the colony. So long as there were
cases similar to Rockhampton, where within
a stone’s throw of the city, a large area was
leased to a few individuals for ten years,
whilst there were thousands living within the
town who could not get land, it could not be
said that the Homestead Act was a success.
It was only a miserable expediency, and had
been proposed to stop agitation, and not with
any sincerity to sec it carried out, as it
should be. He would also say that the
discipline of the Lands Office was so defective
that it was perfectly clear to any person that
the Government was not sincere at all either
in introducing land reform, or in giving facili-
ties to the Act as it existed. He believed
that the intentions of the honorable Minister
for Lands were not to be so much blamed,
but that honorable gentleman was completely
overborne by the authority of the honorable
the Colonial Secretary, which he would not
permit to be questioned, and was so circum-
scribed by the honorable member, Mr. Ram.
say, that with those two impediments, he was
unable to make the necessary reforms in the
Act of 1868, and meet other requirements
the public demanded. If that was nof the
case, how was it that those reforms had not
been made? Honorable members had only
to bear in mind the consequence of certain
instructions givenin that department. Why,
there had been such an act in administration
as would completely scandalise anyone, be-
cause, whilst 1t required the sanction of a
Minister to receive only the simplest applica-
tion, they had the honorable Minister for
Tands going to that House and telling hon-
orable members that the reason why a most

important mistake had been made in his |

department was, because 2 subordinate clerk
had issued grants—in fact,that he delegated to

a subordinate clerk a most important duty. .

Now, that was not right; but there were
other things connected with the TLands
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Department which showed that there was no
serious intention to reform the abuses of if,
and he would illustrate that by telling honor-
able members what might happen to a gentle-
man who had business with that department
—he might say a gentleman coming from his
own district, the Kennedy. Well, he went
to the office with business that required deci-
sion from the honorable Minister for Lands.
He addressed a letter to the Minister, and in
due course that ‘was received by the Under
Secretary. Then, what was done with- that P
‘Why, that officer, immediately handed it to a
responsible clerk, who recorded it, and then
handed it back to the principal Under Secre-
tary, who endorsed upon it a reference to
himself—he being also Commissioner for
Crown Lands. Next, he sent a letter across
the passage to the Crown Lands Office, and
inasmuch as he could not be in both places at
once, he had to leave clerks in the other
department to do his duties. Well, imme-
diately he went to the Crown Lands Office,
the same routine had to be gone through as
in the Lands Office—and honorable members
must bear in mind that there was a difference
between the Crown Lands Office and the
Lands Office. Next, there had to be an ela-
borate report drawn up by a elerk, which was
referred to the Commissioner for Crown
Lands, who, if he approved of it, handed it
to the Minister for the time being. That
gentleman considered the report, and gave
his decision accordingly ; if favorable, it was
handed to the Commssioner for Crown Lands,
who then sent it to the Under Seerctary for
Lands, whose clerk, for the second time,
recorded it in his department, and drew
up an elaborate minute for the Hxecutive
Council. The papers then, with that elabo-
rate minute, disappeared, and if the unfortu-
nate gentleman who had business to do,
called a few days afterwards, he was told
that the papers had disappeared, and had
gone for the consideration of the Executive—
a place where they might remain for a term
of months, However, they appeared again
in the Lands Office, were again noted and
recorded by the clerk, and then actually the
Under Seccretary instructed an officer to
address a letter to himself notifying the de-
cision come to by the Lxecutive, made a
memo. addressed to himself, and directed
the officer to convey the decision to the
applicant. After that description, he (M.
MacDevitt) thought there would be no honor-
able gentlemen who had read Dickens’ ac-
count of the Circumlocution Oflice, who would
consider that author’s deseription overdrawn.
Now he believed that there would have becn
some desire on the part of the honorable
Minister for Lands to have remedied that
state of things, if he had not been interfered
with and controlled by other members of the
Cabinet. He would now refer to the manner
in which Crown grants were issued, and he
thought honorable members would think that
if it was not strange that the grants referred
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to were issued in an irregular manner, it was
strange that other grants were not issued
instead. He believed, generally, the Sur-
veyor-General received information that
certain lands bad been purchased from the
Government, by the Treasury informing him
that remittances had been received for lands
purchased in various ways. The Surveyor-
Greneral then prepared a deed of grant, and
the parchment in that form was sent by him
to the Lands office, where the receipt of the
deed was noted and recorded, and it was sent
up by the Under Secretary, after consider-
ation by him, for the signature of His Excel-
lency. It was returned from Government
House, with His Excellency’s signature
attached, to the Lands Office, from whence it
was sent to the Colonial Seeretary’s Office to
have the great seal of the colony affixed to it,
and there the same forms of receipt and so
forth were gone through. From there it was
sent back to the Lands Office, with the
great seal on it, and was again noted and
recorded. From there it went to the
Surveyor - General, who again got a
look at his handiwork. It was then copied
into a book in the Surveyor-General’s office,
and the original was returned to the Lands
Office, and from there sent to the Registrar-
General. Honorable members would thus
perceive that those matters went through so
many hands that it was not very difficult to
understand the mistake which occurred. If
it was a fact that Mr. Geary had instructions
given to him to do certain duties, how was it
that he escaped P—the whole thing was a most
damaging confession to the Government.
That Mr. Geary was looked upon as a re-
sponsible officer was a most damning confes-
sion for the honorable member to make in
that House—that the mistake arose through
trusting the whole matter to a subordinate
clerk, was, he considered, a most vain excuse,

and only shewed that the honorable Minister -

for Lands was not altogether ingenuous when
he made it, and that, whatever his efforts for
reform, they had been countcracted by un-
happy influences. The honorable Minister
for Works had pointed out Low the Govern-
ment saw to the wants of the different con-
stituencies in the eolony, and, exr wno disce
omnes, the honorable member instanced
Townsville as a place where works had been
carried out under his paternal care. Now,
those works were commenced before the last
general election, and an engineer was sent
up in post haste at the very time he (Mx.
MacDevitt) was going up to make arrange-
ments for his election. He would leave
honorable members to judge for themselves
of the negleet shown to that place previous
to the election, and to compare that with the
immediate dispateh of the officer afterwards.
Then the honorable gentleman had instanced
Mackay as another place where works had
been carried out; and he was sorry he had
instanced that place, for, although at the last
election there were there a great many
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Government officers and supporters of the
Government, things were very different now.
He mentioned that, as the honorable member
said that the opinion there was in favor of
the Government. He would ask honorable
members to listen to what the Mackay
Mercury lately said about the present Gov-
ernment :—

“ The Queensland Parliament has been again
prorogued until the 28th of May. These frequent
provogations are wholly unjustifiable, and will
throw back the session so late that there will be
only time to go through the ordinary routine
business, and no opportunity will be given the
House to discuss properly many of the questions
that should be decided by them, and some of
which are of the highest imporfance to the
country at large. It would appear that Mr.
Palmer and his colleagues are somewhat hesitant
of facing the House, and answering for some of
their proceedings during the recess. There will
doubtless be a strong Opposition to be encoun-
tered by the Ministry, and several very unpleasant
questions to answer. The Minister for Lands
must expect an attack on some of the question-
able proceedings connected with his department ;
and he will do well if he is able to explain to the
satisfaction of the country, the serious charges
brought against that portion of the service. The
natural inference to be drawn from these frequeut
prorogations is, that Mr. Palmer and his friends
are so fond of office that they mean to retain it
at all hazards, and by postponing the meeting of
the Assembly so long, that when they do come
together, press of business will not give time for
the eriticism they have so good a reason fo dread.”

Now, that was a journal which certainly had
never supported him, but had always been a
warm partisan of the present Government.
He could also quote from the Ravenswood
Miner, which was published on 10th May,
but he would not quote from that paper
farther than as follows —

“They will be met by a firmer Opposition than
they might expect, and we already hear murmur-
ings about a dead-lock. If the Opposition deter-
mines to have recourse to this extremity, they
have good reasons for it, and we should be
prepared to support them, if the alternative is a
vote of supply for the whole of next year, which
would give the Ministry the power of delaying
the meeting of the new House, prolong their
tenure of office, and afford them opportunities of
further displaying their power of maladminis-
tration—a result far from desirable.”

He thought those opinions showed pretty
clearly what the country press in the far
North thought of the proceedings of the
Government. Well, to resume what he had
been saying, it seemed to him that, coming to
as an impartial a conclusion as he ecould, it
could not but be admitted that the Govern-
ment had failed as a Government—that they
had propounded no new policy embodied in
the legislation of the country ; that they had
adopted only measures propounded by the
Opposition; that they opposed a policy ab
one time, and had adopted it at another.
How could any honorable man say, then, that
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he had confidence in such a Government?
‘Was it not known that their tenure of office
was only gained by unconstitutional means—
means which had been the cause of bringing
opprobrium upon the highest officer of the
State P 'What had they got from the Govern-
ment, but broken promises of measures which
had to be forced upon them in the end? He
would say so particularly in regard to the
honorable Minister for Works if he were
present in the House—that he had mainly
kept office by stuffing into men’s ears false
reports, and by bribing constituencies, in
order that their member should support the
Government. He had the authority of the
honorable member for Rockhampton for say-
ing that he was told by the honorable the
Premier last session, that if he did not sup-
port the Government, they should not have
the Northern Railway. He considered such
proceedings were most disereditable, and
should at once be put a stop to. It was enough
for the Government that they had been fruit-
less in policy—that they should accept it
from the Opposition;—for had honcrable
members not been told by the honorable the
Premier that it was not a policy that was
wanted, but that the administration of Under
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Seeretaries was all that was required for '

Queensland P He thought, when the honor-
able the Premier and his colleagues relegated
themselves to the position of Government
clerks—because,after all, that wasthe position
they assumed—they had fully realized the
idea of the Government stroke by the grave
errors they had committed in the manage-
ment of the- Lands Office, parvticularly if
what the honorable member for East Moreton
had said be true. It should be the first duty
of a Government to preseribe as far as 1t
could what was right, and remedy what was
wrong. That was the first duty, and without
the confession of the honorable Minister for
TLands, it was cvident the Government had
failed to realize the duties of statesmen. He
thought no honorable member should, under
existing circumstances, say that the Govern-
ment possessed his confidence, but that he
should look forward to the time when its
administration would be at an end.

Mr. Crarx said he should not have risento
address the House, this evening, had he not
received intimation from the honorable gentle-
man at the head of the Opposition,. that he
would not allow the House to separate with-
out coming to a division. He should much
have preferred to address the House to-
morrow. However, he considered it was a
duty he owed to his constituents to let them
know why he should vote on behalf of the
Ministry on this occasion. It would not be
treatingthem with that courtesy they deserved,
did he not distinetly state his feasons for
doing so. Healways maintained the position
in the House of an independent member. On
several occasions, well known, he had opposed
some of the most important measures of the
Government. He had not hesitated to state,
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i in his place, what he considered right and

proper; and he could not be considered by
any honorable member of the House * a thick
and thin supporter” of the Ministry. Xe
knew that, atall events, so far as his eon-
stituents were concerned, he should not be
misunderstood ; and he spoke to them, now.
He did not agree with the Ministry in every-
thing ; in fact, he had serious reasons for not
agreeing with their land policy. As was
Iknown fo honorable members, last session, he
thought it his duty to oppose very strongly
one important measure introduced by the
Government ; that was the Homestead Areas
Bill. He should take this opportunity of
correcting the honorable member who last
addressed the House, and who had said it was
only after the honorable member for Wide
Bay had given notice of motion for the
resumption of lands in the Wide Bay District
that Ministers introduced that Bill. He
remembered perfectly when the Minister for
Lands gave notice of his Bill; and it was
before the honorable member for ' Wide Bay
had given notice of his motion.

Mr. Kive: It was the session before, T
introduced it.

Mr. MacDevite: The promise was made
in the previous session to M. Kiung.

My, Crarx: At all events, he was certain
that the Secrctary for Public Lands intended
to bring forward the Bill before that motion.

Mr. Kine: No, no.

Mr. Crarx: He recollected that the in-
timation of the Minister influenced his vote
on that occasion, as he should most certainly
have voted for the motion of the honorable
member for Wide Bay, had he known that
the measare then promised by the Minister
was of such a nature as Le afterwards found
it to be, and such ag he could not accept. If
was with a distinet understanding that a large
and comprehensive measure of land legislation
would be introduced by the Government that
he voted against the motion, and lie was very
much disappointed indeed when the Bill was
1aid on the table. It was well known that he
opposed the Bill to the utmost. He was
rather surprised that the Lonorable member
for Kennedy condemned the measure as he
did, considering that the honorable member
had supported it, and that it had received the
support of the whole Opposition.

Mr. MacDevirr: I did not condemn if;
I said it was not up to the requirements of
the colony. I took it as an instalment of
justice. .

Mr, Crarx: That was condemnation, in
his estimation. At all events, the onlyhonor-
able members who really backed him up m
opposing that Bill were two who sat on the
ministerial side of the House, the honorable
member for Burnett and the honorable mem-
ber for Clermont. They had joined him in
opposing a measure which they considered, as
he did, not up to the requirements of the
country ; and he had been surprised that all
his endeavors to get liberal land legislation
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for the colony were thwarted by honorable .
members on the Opposition side of the House.
When he spoke to them they said, * Let us
break the neck of the fen years’ leases; we
must get what we can ; if we reject this Bill,
we shall have no land legislation at all this
session.” They were very lukewarm indeed.
Under the circumstances, he thought they
could hardly claim that the Ministry had
adopted their policy. He should have no
objection fo vote against the Ministry to-
night, did he see that their places would
be occupied, in case of defeat, by better
men. e could not see it. On the contrary,
he was painfully aware that if the Ministry
were defeated, their places would be occupied
by men who could not agree amongst them-
selves, and whose first quarrel would be
about ““ the division of the spoil.” He knew
ten honorable members on the Opposition
side of the House who were candidates for
office, and there were only five offices to be
filled! He could hardly know how they were
going to agree in the distribution of five
offices amongst ten men. There was no
occasion for him to answer the charge made
against the Government, that they had no
policy. It had been answered, and very ably
answered, by the admirable speeches made
by the Ministers who had spoken, which
must have carried conviction to the minds of
those who were open to conviction. He was
perfectly well aware that no amount of talk-
ing would alter the division; but Le was not
now speaking so much to the House as to
his constituents. He felt bound to let his
constituents know the reasons for his action.
Although the Opposition stated that the Gov-
ernment had mno policy,—they had been
rather reticent with regard to their own—yet
something had leaked out which ecertainly
would not ineline him to support them. The
Lonorable gentleman who moved the amend-
ment, also made a very admirable speech.
No doubt he was reticent, as a future Minis-
ter ought to be ; but the honorable member
for Wide Bay, who followed him in the
debate, was not as careful as a gentleman
ought to ke who aspired to be a Minister.
He was not as reticent as his leader, and he
“let the cat out of the bag” when he said
that he, and those who thought with him,
went in for free selection all over the country.
He (Mr. Clark) stated before in the House,
and he repeated it, that as long as he was a
member he would never ganction that policy.
He knew what it meant—1ie knew whatit was
—he knew how it had worked in other coun-
tries, and in the colonies, where it had been
tried—and he must state that a more suicidal
policy, could never be advocated, nor one more
unjust. There was no oceasion to go into that
question now ; it would come on, and would
be discussed at the proper time, and it wounld
not be exhausted in one night’s debate. Had
the honorable member for Wide Bay stated
that which musp take place, and which would
take place, under this Ministry, or under a
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new Ministry, when the new Parliament
should meet—when, whatever Ministry held
power, they must adopt a liberal land policy
—he should go withhim: the settled districts
would have to be extended, and settlement
would have to go on upon that extension.
How far the extension of the settled districts
would have to go, he (Myr. Clark) did not
know and could not say. But that would be
the best way to give effect to a liberal land
policy ; not to throw open the whole of
the colony to free selection, which would ruin
the many without benefiting the few, or any-
one soever. To extend the settled districts,
to give room to the people to occupy the land
—that would benefit all and be a hardship to
very few. The free selection cry would
revive lhe old feeling of “ squatters against
farmers,” which had died out, he was happy
to say, at all events, in his own district.
Now, there were very few honorable members
in the House who would like to get up in
their places and say what he had said. There
were very few who sat for a constituency,
such as he represented, that was particularly
interested in land. His constituents were
chiefly men who got their living by land, and
nothing else. A cry that would open up the
land to them would get their support. Very
few honorable members who represcnted a
large farming population would speak as he
did. But he had declared before his con-
stituents, and they knew, that he did not
come to the Assembly as a mere delegate, to
say only what they wanted him to say; but
he came as their representative, to say what
Le thought was right. They had confided in
Lim more than any other honorable member
could boast of. He was elected for War-
wick whenhe had been three years living
out of the country. He was elected withou
his asking for a single vote—at a time when
he was a thousand miles away from the
colony. When he came back, afterwards,
though they did not require any pledge
from him, he chose to pledge himself, and he
met the electors; and his pledge was:i—
That he would support the present ad-
ministration so long as they conducted the
affairs of the country for its benefit; that
he would cease to support them whenever
they did not do so; that he would sup-
port the administration for carrying out
the railivays, because he believed that they
were both individually and collectively honest,
and that there would not be that corruption
in the conduct of affairs such as there had
been. He dwelt at considerable length upon
the way in which the railway works had been
conducted ; he distinetly pledged himself to
advocate a railway between Ipswich and
Brisbane, only when it could be carried out
by honest men, If anyone wished to know
how the railways were made, and if his hon-
orable friend, the Minister for Works, should
not be properly reported, he referred the
anxious inquirer to a small pamphlet which
he held in his hand, entitled “ Facts and
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Figures of Railway Management.” It was
published at Warwick, and could be had for
a shilling—and it was worth the money! He
distinctly told his constituents that he would
not support any Ministry to make railways
that he could not consider would make them
properly ; and, also, that he would not® sup-
g?rt the men who had made our railways.

[ASSEMBLY.]

ow, the Government had no policy, said

honorable members of the Opposition. He
had no poliey ; or, rather, the kind of policy
that they had, was not by any means credit-
able to them. Their policy was, to endeavor
to blacken the characters of their opponents ;
and to resort to all sorts of dodges in order
to prevent them from attending the House,
et cetera. He had some delicacy in mention-
ing this; and, if it was not notorious, he
should not mention it. But, under the cir-
cumstances, he did not see why he should
refrain from mentioning whatmost honorable
members had heard—he referred to the
“ Basilisk” affair ;—though he believed that
most honorable members did not know how
it originated. That absurd story, which, by-
the-bye, had not a word of truth in it, was,
for political purposes, spread about ; for one,
by a gentleman who was going to his consti-
tuents, and who took very good care that
they should hear his version. Of course,
when three or four had heard the story told
by him as “ good news,” something “so very
frightful,” it was repeated, no doubt with
embellishments, until, by the time the honor-
able member addressed his constituents,
every man—he (Mr. Clark) might perhaps
say, every woman and child, too—in the
town knew it so well that it was sufficient
for the honorable member merely to allude
generally to it to be understood. “Oh!”
cried his hearers, * of course, we all know
about that.”” That honorable member was
very careful, indeed, to mentionitin a general
way only; but, as heard, his allusions were
conclusive to the minds of his listeners. He
would not commit himself, in any way :—
“ Why, after the Premier’s conduct on board
the °©Basilisk,” who, I should like to know,
would support the head of the present Grov-
ernment P 7  He did not say anything direct
about it ; he knew quite well that they were
sufficiently primed beforehand with the story.
Now, he (Mr. Clark) knew for a fact—he
had heard it from officers on board the ship
when he dined with them—he did not men-
tion names—that the story was the most
abominable falsehood that was ever uttered ;
and he assured the House upon his word of
honor, that he had heard every word of the
story contradicted by those who were on board
at the time it was said to have occurred, and
that there was not one word of truth in the
accusation. Now, he should like to know
what was to be thought of the man who could
descend 1o such baseness? Other things had
happened, but they were of very little conse-
quence. On Saturday night, he was served
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with a subpena to attend the Warwick
District Court, sitting to-day. e did not
attend the court, at any rate. The document
he held in his hand summoned him to appear
as a witness in a case of which he hardly
knew anything: he knew something about
the men whose names were given baving had
a dispute about a mining claim, but nothing
further. He saw that if he did not attend the

' court, he was liable to a fine of £50. If he
was very sorry to say that the Opposition !

was liable to imprisonment, he would not
attend. It was a dodge to keep him in
Warwick ; and that was the fact. He knew
nothing about the case, and he could give no
information ; and he determined that he would
not attend. He threw the subpena to the
winds. Immediately upon receiving it, he
wrote to the clerk of the court—of course, he
used proper language—and told him that he
woulc}) not and could not attend, knowing
nothing of the case, and that he would not
neglect the interests of his constituents and
the interests of the country by remaining
away from the Assembly ; and he asked the
clerk to tell the judge. He did not know
whether he was fined £50 or not. That was
the kind of policy which the Opposition
appeared to be adopting, just now.

An HoxoraBre MEMBER: Tell the name
of the attorney.

Mr. Crarx: He must say that he could
not compliment them upon it. Better would
it be if they had no policy at all, rather than
adopt such tactics as he had described.
During the recess, the papers in the pay of
the Opposition teemed with charges against
the Government as to their distribution of
patronage ; and it was said that the friends
of honorable members on the Ministerial
side of the House were favored, and that if
anyone married the relation of a Minister, he
was immediately accommodated with a place.
One particular charge was, that a gentleman
who had been sent to Rockhampton at a very
large salary, was simply put there because he
had married the relative of a lady who was
married to one of the Ministers. He (Mr.
Clark) had taken particular care to inquire
about that, and it appeared that that charge
also was utterly untrue, and it was very well
known to the Opposition. He should like to
know, if it had been true, whether the House
would not have had it repeated over and over
again ad nauseam during this debate? If
the ““ Basilisk” affair had been true, would it
not have been brought up and repeated?
Fortunately, it was not true. He could not
find words to express his contempt, his utter
disgust, for men who could condescend, for
political purposes, to take away the private
character of an opponent. ITe shouldinot be
surprised if he was accused of murder next
week. If there was no other reason why he
should support the Government, he should do
so because, at the present moment, large
and important railway works were in pro-
gress. [He had been over the railway works;

| he had seen the way in which they were being
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carried on ; and he could state distinetly that
so far as he could judge they could not
possibly be improved, and that the system
was satisfactory to all practical men. When
he wanted information, he went to practical
men. In proof of it, he went to the hut of
an old navvy, the other day; the man had
had large experience on railway works here
and elsewhere, and at home; and he (Mr.
Clark) asked him his opinion of the railway
works now in progress ; if the present system
of earrying on the works, by small contracts
—it gave everybody a chance—was better
than letting large contracts to capitalist con-
tractors. What was his answer? He said:
“ Decidedly ! As a working man, I know the
disadvantage of being under a large con-
tractor ; I know I should be ground down in
order that he should make his large profits.”

Mr. StepEeNs: Made work.

Mr. Crarx: “Now, I shall share in the
large profits of the large man; and, instead
of one man making enormous profits, they
will be divided amongst a great many.”

An HoNoraBLE MEuuMBER: And the cost to
the country would be the same.

Mr. Crarx : And, he was given to under-
stand that the railway would not cost as much
as under a large contractor. He could easily
understand it, too. There was another
reason why the Government should be sup-
ported, and it was that the Premier had
given notice of an Education Bill. An ac-
cusation had been made against the honorable
gentleman of not malking the Bill a Govern-
ment measure. Well, the honorable gentle-
man had placed it perfectly clearly before
the House : the Government were not agreed
upon it, and they could not vote against
themselves. The Premier had brought in
the Bill, and he left the House to decide
upon it. The Opposition had not said what
they would do about edueation, if they should
come into office. He (Mr. Clark) did not
believe that they could agrec upon it. As
he had reason for the assurance that the
honorable gentleman intended to push the
Bill through the House, if possible, he cer-
tainly considered that a very good reason
why he should support him. He kuew very
well what would take place if it should not
be passed this session—education would be
used as a cry by the Opposition. He should
very much dislike to see that, as he knew
very well the amount of ill-feeling that it
would create : bad blood would be saved by
the settlement of the education question,
this session. The Opposition did not wish
it to be settled. What with their cry of
¢ free selection,” and *“ godless education,” and
their usual tactics, they would work the
people up and do much harm. He thought
the meeting that was held lately, and the
excitement of the mob, by the braggadocia
of certain gentlemen, was injudicious; and
he was sorry that the people of Brisbane
were so easilly gulled by them. If those
gentlemen came to Warwick they would not
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be listened to. If they attempted to address
his intelligent constituency they would be
hooted from the town. e supposed the
atmosphere of Brisbane was. not condueive
to intelligence, as he was able to say it was
not to health. He was sorry that he was
obliged to pass some part of the year, here.
The Government had embellished the eity;
but the citizens wished $o kill everybody who
visited it. 'The streets were a disgrace; and
the efluvium that pervaded them was enough
to cause an outbreak of cholera. e thought
there was some medical influence at work
to keep the place in such a state, as
that influence was so potent in other re-
spects. Much had been said about the law-
suits in which the Government were engaged.
‘What were the Opposition to do if they came
into office ? Drop the lawsuits P They
could not do it ; and they knew that they
must carry them on. The thing was easily
explained, and—though he was sorry that
one class should Dbenefit by the lawsuits—
was inevitable ; and any Government that
succeeded the present one must do the same
as they did and go on. It was all nonsense
to talk about persecution. But the Opposi-
tion would not come in. Theve was not the
slightest chance of their forming a Govern-
ment. He was happy to say that having
disobeyed the subpena, he was in his place
to support the Government, who would defeat
their adversaries in the House, and who had
the support of the counlry, he was certain.
The country would keep them in office in
preference to honorable members of the
Opposition, who had shown their utter
incapacity to do anything in a proper way.
The eagerness shown by the Opposition to
occupy the place of the Government was
very indelicate. Those honorable members
must know that when the new Parliament
met, there must be a change. It was even
a question whether the present Government
would remain in power. Bubt it was abso-
lutely indecent of honorable members, for
the sake of a few pounds and a little patron-
age, to endeavor to turn out the Government,
when they could retain office only a few
months. It was perfectly certain that when
the country should have been properly ap-
pealed to, any Government that might be
formed from the Opposition would not have
the slightest chance of standing in the new
Parliament. He utterly scouted the idea
that they could stand. In fact, he had too
high an opinion of the gentlemen who would
enter the House to think so. However he
disagreed with the present Ministry, he
would overlook a great deal for the good of
the country ; and, as he knew well that so
faras land legislation was concerned, whoever
might be in power, they must bring forward
a land policy, he felt bound in conscience to
support those who he believed had the good
of the country at heart. He had not come
to this conclusion without serious considera-
tion. He declared that it was his duty to
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his constituents, and to posterity, to support
the Government in the present crisis.

Mr. TroRN said he did not wonder at the
honorable member’s conscience being satisfied
now, seeing that to secure his vote for the
Government it had been necessary for the
Minister for Works to shepherd him all the
way to Warwick and back. He knew that
when the honorable member came down to
attend the House last week, his opinions were
entirely with the Opposition. He believed
that the Education Bill had been published
in that day’s Queenstand Times, simply for
the purpose of raising dissension in his (Mr.
Thorn’s) electorate ; but he had no fear of
such a proceeding damaging him in the
opinion of his constituents. With regard to
the motion of want of confidence, heregretted
exceedingly that the Premier was associated
with his present colleagues. He would
guarantee that the honorable gentleman could,
by going down Queen street, pick up, at
random, five men who would make far abler
ministers than they. Ie had the greatest
respect, personally, for the Premier ; but he
must say that he hadnot the slightest particle
of respeet for any of the other Ministers.
The Bill to amend the Railway Aects of the
colony, was undoubtedly introduced by the
Minister for Works for purposes of corrup-

:tion. The honorable gentleman had stated
that that was the object of the measure, and
subsequent events had proved the truth of
the statement. It was meant to be held i
terrorem over the heads of property owners
through whose land the railway would pass,
and all those who pleased the Government
would be treated liberally, while the threat
would be held out tothe * naughty boys” of
being handed over to the tender mercies of
the Railway Arbitrator. It was a monstrous
measure in every way, a measure that even
a Communist would never bring in-—meant to
be a means of brikery and corruption ; and
he folt greatly surprised that the honorable
gentleman at the head of the Government
should have sanctioned such a measure. By
it a precedent was furnished for the resump-
tion of all lands by the Government; and in
future it would be quite open for any member
of the Opposition to proposc that all the
wheat-producing lands of the Downs should be
resumed on payment to their owners of what
was considered a fair compensation—the
price that had been paid to the Government
originally for the lands. Tthad been said that
there was not much land available for wheat
growing, owing to climatic influences, only
the tit-bits along the Warwick Railway line.
But that land, last year, produced over thirty
bushels of wheat to the acre; and he did not

think the day was far distant when this land-

would be put toits proper use. It was stated
by Anthony Trollope that no country could
ever be popular with farmers that did not
grow this eereal ; and, thercfore, such a course
might yet be deemed necessary. The Gov-
ernment might thank themselves for it; they
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had established a precedent for it, by the
passing of that most unjust Bill. He could
hardly help alluding to the fact that since the
present Ministry came info office they had
been constantly engaged in litigation: whick
was another of the reasons why he had been
compelled to withdraw from them his support.
In all cases they had come off second best.
He could never reconcile himself to follow
any Ministry that had such a litigious spirit.
Regarding the action of Mr. Williams, he
had been credibly informed that that gentle-
man, before the commencement of the pro-
ceedings, was willing to accept from the
Government a very small sum—in fact, one
barely equal to the costs of the lawsuit that
had ensued; and he (Mr. Thorn) maintained
that the non-acceptance of his proposal, and
the refusal of the Government to allow the
matter to go to arbitration, proved the grossest
mismanagement, and that the Government
were careless of squandering the public funds
in fruitless litigation. Regarding the subject
of law reform, a Commission for which was
authorised last session, he asserted that the
Attorney-General was mnot earnest in the
matter. The policy of that honorable and
learned gentleman since he came into office,
was to make law intricate and mazy, instead
of cheap and effective. Why were not ab
least two non-legal members of the House
put on the Commission P He (My. Thorn) con-
tended that there were men in the Opposition
side of the House as capable of grappling
with that question as any lawyers on the
Ministerial side. He would back himself
against either of them. Regarding the issue of
the deeds of grant to Mr. Davenport, he could
state, from his three years’ experience in
the Lands Department, that such documents
must first be sent to the Executive Couneil
for approval before being sent to the Governor
for his signature. That, at all events, was -
the practice in his time, and the Minister for
Lands could state the reason why it was
changed. He believed that there were only
two solutions to the question:—Hither the
Minister for Lands had prepared the deeds,
and allowed them to go out of the office with
an ulterior object—the careats, to wit-—or he
had had them prepared ready for the next
general election, to be held out as a bait to
Mcr. Davenport to support the present Gov-
ernment. e (Mr. Thorn) Delieved that
there were two gentlemen in the Govern-
ment, the Minister for Lands and the
Minister for Works, who were capable of any
amount of corruption. With regard to the
administration of the Lands Departinent, Le
maintained that as long as it was under its
present head, the working of the Act of 1868
would be rendered as intricate as possible.
If the Minister for Lands was the immaculate
man he wished to make himself out, why did
he not bring in a Bill to make the Act plain 2~
He (Mr. Thorn) wanted to know if there
were any conditions under the Act of 1868,
save rent, residence by bailiff, and the sticking
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up of boundary posts? Why, if there were
not, did the honorable gentleman riot bring in
an Amendment Bill making stringent condi-
tions P 'Why did he not also bring in a Bill
to meet the cases of those who had allowed
the three years to expire without procuring
their certificates—small selectors who had
complied with every condition, but who, from
thoughtlessness, never asked for their ecrtifi-
cates till beyond the time? He (Mr. Thorn)
would wager that nine-tenths of the settlers
under the Act were without their certificates.
‘Why also did not the immaculate Minister
for Lands deal with the great Davenport
ease when e first came into office? Helnew
all about it. He had the “ Votes and Proceed-
ings” of 1867 to guide him, and the report of
the famous committee of inquiry into lands
taken up in reserves under the Act of 1866,
Judging from the honorable gentleman’s past
administration, it was high time that some
honorable member from the Opposition side of
the House was placed in charge of his depart-
ment. e accused the Minister for Lands of
mal-administration of the Mineral Lands Act.
It was from this cause alone that a large min-
ing population was not settled in West More-
ton. There were not the same facilities given
to West Moreton miners as were given fo
Gympie, Rockhampton, and Mount Perry
men. Why was there no application clerk at
the Ipswich Land Office to guide people in
the taking up of selections; and why was
more than twelve months allowed to elapse
before the selectors had their Iands approved ?
Against the Postmaster-General he also
brought the charge of inefliciency in the con-
trol of his department. In support of this
charge he instanced the regulation regarding
the registration of telegrams transmitted by
post.

The Coroxian SEcrETARY : The regulation
was rescinded the moment it was brought to
the notice of the Government. There was
no such regulation in existence. .

Mr. Tmory: He had a paragraph from
the Rockhampton Bulletin which brought the
maftter out clearly. No doubt the regulation
ought to have been rescinded. The heaven-
born minister who initiated it ought to be
cashiercd. e (Mr. Thorn) would not have
him in his Government forty-eight Lours.
The paragraph was as follows :—

“The restrictions put on telegraphic messages
within the last few months, render them in many
cases utterly nseless. Surely some other plan can
be adopted than compulsory registration. ~ On the
22nd ultimo T sent a telegram from Gladstone to
my servant at Emu Park, instructing him to meet
me in Rockhampton with horses. This telegram
(for which I paid, at the same time, postage and
registration fees) ought to have gone out by the
Emu Park wail on the same day, but, from some
red-tapeism, all that my servant received was a
notice from the postmaster in Rockhampton that
a registered telegram awaited him in that office,
accompanied by a form which he was requested to
sign, acknowledging the receipt of the telegram.
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The telegram was then forwarded to him by the
next week’s mail, he thus receiving it five days
after I myself had reached home. In the second
case, a telegram was sent to me from Brishane on
the 8th instant. On the 12th, the Emu Park mail
went without it, and I only got it yesterday (ten
days after its despatch), through being casually in
Rockhampton myself. The object of this telegram
also was totally defeated through the delay in its
delivery. 'Telegraphic communication becomes
thus useless to people who ave nt within daily
reach of a post office where registration can be
effected.”

That was about a month ago. The most
serious charge which he had to bring against
the Government was the manner in which the
Klections Act had been worked. Under the
presentsystem of registration it would be quite
possible for electors outside an electorate to
vote for a district for which they were not
qualified. As instances of this, he mentioned
the cases of Fassifern and Stanley rolls. It
was possible for electors of Bulimba and the
Logan to elect the Fassifern member. He
maintained that the fault wasowing principally
to the class of revising magistrates appointed
by the present Government. Before a gen-
tleman was appointed to the commission of
the peace, he should undergo some examina-
tion in the geography of his own distriet, at
all events, if not of the whole colony. The
action of the Government in regard tothe Roma
Distriet Court was caleulated to defeat the
ends of justice. The Minister for Works, in
liis control of the road expenditure, favored
one district at the expense of another.
‘Wherever he was blarneyed and told by the
ﬁeople that he was a heaven-born Minister,

e gave them the means of making roads
better than existed in the Municipality of
Brisbane; but the distriets where the people
spoke their mind were utterly neglected. In
proof of this he cited the case of a portion of
East Moreton which he (Mr. Thorn) had
lately visited, and which contained somo
splendid land. That country would be imme-
diately settled if it were rendered accessible
by the formation of roads, but the inhabitants
settled mnearest to it informed him that
the Minister for Works was in league with
some of the pastoral lessces in the neighbor-
hood to keep the district dark. He (Mr.
Thorn) resolved to test this question, and, at
the request of some of the inhabitants, ap-
plied for a small grant to make the necessary
roads, and received a reply from the Minister,

briefly to this effect :—

“Referring to your communication of 17th in-
stant, I have the homor to inform you that the
foreman of works reports that the crossings—
Spring Creek and at Doyle’s on the Logan—are
not, as yet, of sufficient importance fo warrant
the expenditure requested in your letter under
reply.”

‘Why did not the honorable gentleman answer
hig letter at once? NNo; he waited nearly a
fortnight to sec which way he should give his
vote. He (Mr. Thorn) had every confidence
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that the place referred to would be one of the
most thickly settled on the Upper Logan
within avery short time. He also maintained

that the southern districts of the colony,.

where the greatest portion of the revenue was
raised, were entitled  to more consideration
than they now obtained. He urged the ap-
pointment of an engineer of roads, the same as
in the northern division. There were many
works of magnitude required in Southern
Queensland, and he thought it was owing to
there being no engineer here that they were
not commenced. This was the proper [fithe
for a reduection -of the ad wvalorem duties,
when the country was prosperous. The peo-
ple were now taxed very heavily, and it was
possible that the present prosperity would
not last. He was certain the country could
not bear any further taxation, should a turn
of depression again take place. The whole
fiscal arrangements of the colony ought to
be altered, and he blamed the Government
for not considering them. The ad wvalorem
duty ought to be reduced at least one-half, or
swept away and fixed duties substituted.
Had the Government done this, they might
have had some policy with which to go to the
country. A great deal had been said regard-
ing the Brisbane and Ipswich Railway, and
he would give his reasons why he believed
the railway should come to South Brisbane,
and cross the bridge, instead of Being brought
across the river at Oxley. A very large
amount of traffic would be lost unless the line
was brought through the thickly populated
part of the country, and through South Bris-
bane into the heart of the city. On the west
side of Oxley there was comparatively no
population, whilst on the east side there was
a large population ; besides, the Logan, Oxley,
part of Bulimba, and part of Fassifern would
make use of theline. As acommercial specu-~
lation, the line through South Brishane into
North Brisbane, he deemed would be best.
He hoped a verdictwould betaken onthisques-
tion to-night. It was useless for the Govern-
ment to hold out longer, for the voice, not
only of the representatives of the people but
of the whole country, were against them.
He would cordially support the amendment.

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY, in moving that
the debate be now adjourned, said that he
would give his reasons for doing so, at once.
He had a good deal to say on the subject, and
he did not think that any honorable member
on the opposite side of the House would
expect that he should make a speech, such as
he would require to make, at that late hour
of the evening, even if he were the only
member who had now to address the House.
But there were other honorable members
who would have a good deal to say on the
question before the House, and they could
not expect that their speeches, delivered at
that late hour, would be reported in the
newspapers in the morning. Now, he main-
tained that he had a perfect right to conduct
his warfare in the House on whatever
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battle grounds he chose to take. Something
had been said about his not having assisted
in making a House last week, but he con-
tended that he had a perfect right not to
assist in forming a quorum last week, and to
decide for himself when he would allow the
question, so far as he was concerned, to be
brought to a division. But he had no hesita-
tion to say, now, that the mind of the Go-
vernment was fully made up that they would
go on with the debate, to-morrow, and have
1t brought to a division to-morrow night.
‘With that understanding, to which he
believed there would be no objection, he
would move that the debate be now
adjourned.

TheHon. A.Macarister said he did not feel
altogether certain that he would be justified
in acceding to the proposition now submitted
to the House by the honorable gentleman at
the head of the Government. As honorable
members were aware, the honorable gentle-
man had the opportunity of addressing the
House on Thursday evening last, and again
on Friday forenoon, if he had chosen to make
a House. But for his own convenience, and
that of his supporters, he refrained from
making a House on Thursday evening or on
Friday forenoon. For those reasons, he was
not sure if he would be justified in acceding
to the proposition, that the debate should be
now adjourned. He was perfectly willing to
meet the honorable gentleman in all fairness,
and if he gave any further reason in addition
to what he had given, there might not be any
objection on the part of the Opposition to
the motion. But he did not think the reason
the honorable member had given was suffi-
cient to justify the House in consenting to
the motion. It was now only eleven o’clock,
and surely the honorable gentleman would
not address the House for three hours ; but
even if he did so, that would bring them to
two o’clock, which would not be too late, or
perhaps he should say, too early, to come to
a division.

The Coroniarl Treasurer said he thought
the reason his honorable colleague had given
why the debate should be now adjourned,
was quite a good and sufficient one. The
honorable gentleman, he thought, was quite
right in stating that the speeches that might
be delivered by honorable members at that
late hour would not be reported in the news-
papers in the morning; and honorable mem-
bers on the Government side of the Iiouse
were as desirons that their speeches should
be fairly veported in the newspapers as
honorable members opposite were desirous
that theirs should be reported.

Mr. Kine said they must recollect that they
were there for the purpose of carrying on-
the business of the country; and they were
told by the Government thatit was highly
important a certain measure should be passed
enabling the Government to appoint a third
judge of the Supreme Court. But notwith-
standing the urgency there might be for such
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a measure, the Government had allowed
two days to be thrown away, and he did not
see, therefore, that they were justified in
now asking the debate to be adjourned ;
for it amounted to asking that certain legis-
lation should be postponed, which the Govern-
ment themselves said;was of pressing necessity.

He thought that under all the circumstances |

the Opposition would be guilty of culpable
weakness, if they acceded to the demand
now made by the honorable the Colonial
Secretary, after the way the Government
behaved last week.,

The ArrorNEY-GENERAL said that so far
as the measure relating to the Supreme Court
was concerned, he wished to relieve the mind
of the honorable member for Wide Bay of
all anxiety on the subjeet, by informing him
that the winter vacation of the Supreme
Court commenced on Saturday next, and it
would not, therefore, be necessary to press on
the debate, in order to the immediate passing
of the measure to which he referred.

The question that the debate be now ad-
journed was then put, and the House divided
as follows :—

Ayes, 15, Noes, 15.

Mr. Palmer Mr. W. Scott

» Bell ,» Lilley

» Bramston 5  Griffith

5 Walsh Dr. O’Doherty

» Ramsay Ar, Fyfe

y » Ferrett » Stephens

» J. Scott » Miles

5 Buchanan ,» King

» Wienholt » MacDevitt

» Graham » Edmondstone

, Handy ,» Groom

» . Royds ,»» Hemmant

» Clark » Macalister

5 Thompson * » Thorn

5 Oribh. » Thornton.

The SPEAXER, in announcing the division,
said it now became his duty to give his cast-
ing vote; and he would give it in a way that
would not have the effect of obstructing the
public business. He therefore felt bound to
vote with the * noes.”

The motion was accordingly negatived.

Mr. Hanpy said he was sorry the division
had resulted in the way it had. The course
the honorable the Speaker had taken in giving
his casting vote with the ‘““noes” was no
doubt perfectly right and constitutional, and
was in accordance with the established rules of
the: House. As to the question before the
House, he for one knew his own mind, and
1o one else knew how ke would vote upon if.
He was anxious to address the House on the
question, and as he had heavy responsibilities
on his shoulders and heavy charges to meet,
and as he desired to be perfectly understood
by the public -out of doors, he was anxious,
if the favor might be accorded to him, that
his speech should be fully reported. Now,
he felt that if he were to address the House
at that late hour of the evening he could not
expect his speech to be reported as he should
like it to be in the newspapers, and it was
for that reason he voted for the adjournment
of the debate, as he wished to elear himself
before the public from the charges that had
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been made against him. Ie would like his
speech to be reported in the press, and as he
could not, were he to speak at that late hour,
expeet that it should be, he felt he could not
consent to anything but the adjournment of
the debate till the following day. He would
therefore move that the House do now ad-
journ till to-morrow.

The Hon. A. MacarisTer said he appre-
hended the honorable member had precluded
himself from the right of again addressing
the House, because, though he had moved the
adjournment of the House, there was no ques-
tion before the House but the main question,
at the time the honorable member rose.

The Sereaker stated that the honorable
member for North Brisbane, Mr. Handy, had
not spoken to the main question, but only to
the question of the adjournment of the House,
and he concluded his remarks with a motion
to that effect.

The Hon. A. MacarisTER said he could not
but consider that the honorable member had
spoken on the main question, because, after
the division that had taken place, there was
no other question before the House.

The SecrrETaRY For Pusric Worgs said
he believed there were several very important
speeches yet to be addressed to the House; and
he considered, that from what the honorable
member for North Brisbane had said, and
from what he knew had taken place out of
doors respecting him, an opportunity should
be afforded him of having his speech
in defence of the charges which had
been brought against him reported n
extenso. There were also honorable members
on the Government side who had to address
the House before the main question was
brought to a division, and were they to speak
to-night they could not expect that their
speeches would be reported in the newspapers.
They had listened patiently to the long
speeches that had been delivered to-night, and
he must confess that he, himself, was one of
the parties guilty of making a long speech; and
he thought 1t would only be fair to honorable
members on both sides of the House who had
not yet spoken, that they should be afforded
the opportunity of addressing the House at a
time when there was a probability of their
speeches being reported ; and it was due,.not
only to themselves, but also to their con-
stituencies, who would, of course, wish to
know the reasons their representatives might
have for the course they should take with
respect to the important question now before
the House.

Mr. MacDzvirr said he could not avoid
expressing his surprise at the undignified and
what appeared to him to be the ecrouching
attitude which had been taken by the
Government in respect to this question.
The honorable the Minister for Works
had argued that the debate should be
adjourned, and the only reason he gave was
that an opportunity might be afforded for the
speeches of some honorable members who
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had not yet addressed the House being fully
reported in the public press; bub was that,
he would ask, to be taken as an adequate
reason for the decision of the House on a
‘question of so much moment to the country,
as the one now before it, being further post-
poned ? It was now a week since the House
met, and since this question was fully brought
under their consideration ; and he did not see
that there should be any further delay in
coming to a decision upon it. The honorable
the Colonial Secrotary, and other honorable
members on the Government side, who might
wish to address the House, had Lad ample
opportunity to do so if they had availed them-
selves of it. If they had aided in forming a
House on Thursday and on Friday last, they
would have been able to address the House
at a time when they might have expected that
their speeches would have been fully re-
ported.

The Coroxisr SECRETARY said it scemed
to him-that the erouching attitude the honor-
able member for the Kennedy attributed to
bhim was that he objected to the question
before the House being pressed to a division
to-night. . Now, the fact was, that when he
proposcd the adjournment of the debate, he
understood, and he had some reason for it,
that the honorable member for Ipswich, who
was now the recognised leader of the Opposi-
tion, would consent to it on the understanding
that the debate should be proceeded with

to-morrow. Ie was quite astonished when -

the honorable member rose and asked that he
should give further reasons in support of the
adjournment than he had given 1 moving
that the debate should be adjourned. And
he might now inform honorable members that
he had stated to the honorable member for
Ipswich, in the passage to the Chamber, that
he would ask for an adjournment of the
dehate, in order that the speeches of honorable
members who had not yet addressed the
House might be reported in the papers; and
he understood that the hLonorable member
would not object. But it would seem that
from that want of cohesion which it would
appear characterised honorable members oppo-
site in the whole of their proceedings, that
some one of them had suceeeded in prevailing
upon the honorable gentleman not fo consent
to the adjournment of the debate, and to insist
that it should be gone on with. Now, he
would take the liberty of informing honorable
members opposite that he was too old a Par-
liamentary warrior to consent, while he held
the position of being at the head of the Gov-
ernment, to the closing of a debate on a ques-
tion of such a nature as the one now before
the House, until such time as he might choose.
And he would also inform the House that he
did not choose thedebate should close to-night,
and that he would not consent to its closing
to-night ; and he would further tell the honor-
able member for the Kennedy that such was
the nature of the cringing attitude the honor-
able member had charged him with having
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assumed. Honorable members opposite must
take him for a child, for a baby, if they thought
that he would be driven into anything like a
cringing attitude so long as he had so many
honorable members to back him up in the
course which he considered it to be his duty
to pursue. He had not forgotten the tactics
of the Opposition last session; and he would
ask honorable members opposite if they really
supposed that the Government, and honorable
members on the Government side of the
House, had not learned something of Parlia-
mentary tactics from the course which they
themselves pursued last session? He pro-
posed the motion for the adjournment of the
debate as a matter of courtesy towards
honorable members on both sides of the
House; but, as it had been objected to, ke
might tell honorable members that the Gov-
erament and their supporters were prepared
to sit up all night if necessary, and carry on
the debate ; and he would not have honor-
able members opposite be too confident but
that, if they did sit up all night, the Gov-
ernment might be able 1o beat them. They
might sit in their places as long as they
chose, but he could tell them he was deter-
mined this debate should not be brought to a
close to-night ; so they might spare themselves
the hardship of sitting up. The debate might
be carried on, but certainly there would be
no division. They could sit there all night,
and no doubt honorable members could be
found who could talk as much nonsense as
was talked, night after night, last session by
honorable members opposite.

An Hoxorasre MEemsER: Or read it.

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : Yes; or read
it. They might read some of the nonsense
that was uttered last session by honorable
members opposite ; and even some of the
speeches that were delivered by the lonor-
able member for Fortitude Valley.

Mzy. Livtey said he had no doubt that if
some of the speeches that were delivered by
honorable members last session were now
read to the House they would have the same
effect as they had last session, and would
frighten honorable members on the Govern-
ment side of the House. Ie did not think
that independent members of the Iouse
could approve of the course that had been
taken by the honorable the Premier on this
occasion, in daring them by swagger and
bounce to carry on this debate, and he cer-
tainly did not think that it would become his
position to imitate the example of the honor-
able gentleman. He would only say that, if
it was the wish of honorable members on the
Opposition side of the House to sit up all
night, and till to-morrow night for that
matter, he was prepared to sit up with them.
It was well known that he was not in any
way interested in the result of this debate,
beyond the interest he took in it as an inde-
pendent member of the House, desirous of
discharging, what he conceived, to be his
duty to his constituents. There could be no
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doubt that the honorable the Premier was, as
he himself had said, an old warrior in Parlia-
mentary conflicts; but yef, he must remind
the honorable gentleman, that he had seen him
running away. INow, he would like to ask, if
the honorable gentleman felt a little more
sureof his footing than he did on Thursdaylast,
when he refused to enter the House? What,
he would like to know, had given him the
confidence to swagger and bounce as he had
done to-night ? He claimed to be as old a
Parliamentary warrior as the honorable gen-
tleman was. In fact, he was an older Parlia-
mentary warrior. He believed that, as re-
garded Parliamentary service, he was the
father of the House. Now, he would like to
know what had taken place behind the scenes
since Thursday last, that had given the honor-
able gentleman the courage to crow so loudly
as he had done. He did not wish, for his
sown part, to sit up all night any more than
the honorable member did ; and he was afraid
that it was the lateness of the hour that had
put the honorable gentleman a little out of
temper. Now, if he might venture to hint
it to him, his desire to retreat to-night was
that he wanted, even now, a little longer time,
as he might be expecting some old soldier
yet to come up to his support. And he
would tell the honorable gentleman that, if
he were the leader of the Opposition, he
would not give him the benefit of another
hour. He was afraid that there was some
talk going on behind the scenes, but there
would be no swerving of him from his pur-
pose, no matter what amount of delay might
take place. His mind was firmly made up
to vote with the Opposition, and in favor of
the course of policy which he had always
supported, and which he believed to be the
best for the welfare of the colony. He did
not suppose that the speech of the honorable
member would occupy more than two hours,
and, so far as the Opposition were concerned,
they were preparcd to remain and listen to
him. They all knew what course he would
take, and he did not Dbelieve that the honor-
able member’s speech, or the speeches of any
other honorable member that might be de-
livered, would have the effect of influencing
the mind of any member of the House as to
the vote he intended to give. e believed
that every honorable member had made up
his mind as to the vote he would give,
whether it was known to other honorable
members or not, and there was no need there-
fore for further delaying the business of the
House upon the question now before it. He
considered that, in every respect, it would
be much better to bring the debate to a
close without any more delay. For his own
part, he would give the honorable member
every fair play, and he would remain in the
House and listen to his speech, no matter
how long it might be; but i saying what he
had to say, he hoped the honorable gentleman
would not do himself the indignity of assum-
ing a bouncible manner. In conclusion, Le
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would desire to impress upon the honorable
gentleman the fact that, he was always most
effective in what he said when he was least
offensive.

The Hon. A. Macarister said it appeared to
him that if the motion for the adjournment of
the House was carried, the question as to the
Address in Reply, and the amendment which
he had moved upon it, would fall to the
ground. He thought the motion for the
adjournment of the House should be with-
drawn, and that the debate on the main ques-
tion should be continued. Like the honorable
member for Fortitude Valley, he was quite
prepared to sit up all night and lislen to the
debate ; and abide the decision that might be
come to upon the question, no matter what it
might be.

Mr. Fyrr said that, in order that the House
might get rid of the difficulty in which the
main question was placed, as had been pointed
out by the honorable member for Ipswich,
he would move the previous question.

After some conversation amongst honorable
members, Mr. FyrEe said he would withdraw
his amendment.

Mr. Hanoy then said that, with the per-
mission of the House, he would also withdraw
his motion for the adjournment of the House.

The SpzakER put the question as to whether
it was the mind of the House that the motion
for the adjournment should be withdrawn:

Hownorare Memsrrs: No, no.

The question, that the House do now
adjourn, was then put, and the House divided
as follows :—

Ayes, 13, Noes, 16,
Mr, Palmer Mr. Lilley
» Bell Dr. O’Doherty
s Oribb Mr. Fyfe
.+ Buchanan » Edmondstone
,» Wienholt » Griffith
,» Clark » Groom
s Royds »  W.Bcott
,, 'Thompson ,» MacDevitt
5, Handy » Macalister
,» Graham » Thorn
,» Ramsay ,»  Walsh
,,  Terrett » Thornton
,»  d. Scott. ., Ilemmant
,» King
»  Miles
» Stephens.

The question was accordingly declared to
have been negatived.

The Hon. A. Macirister then rose and
said, that as it was, of course, quite compe-
tent for either side to keep the House up
all night by merely moving alternately the
adjournment of the House and the adjourn-
ment of the debate, and as, therefore, if
honorable members on one side of the House
had made up their minds not to allow the
question to be brought to a division to-night,
it would be only fighting in vain, and would
be a waste of time now to continue the
contest further. IHe considered it was any-
thing but desirable that they should pursue
such a course on a question of such import-
ance as the one now before the House; and
he further considered that the House should
not come to a decision on such a question in
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a hurry, As he had no wish whatever that
any honorable member should be prevented
from fully expressing his opinions upon the
question, and as the honorable gentleman af
the head of the Government had said that he
would make a House to-morrow, and would
allow the question to be brought to a division
to-morrow night, he would offer no further
objection on the part of the Opposition to
the adjournment of the debate.

Mr. Ferrerr then moved that the debate
be adjourned till the following day.

The motion was agreed to, and the House
adjourned.





