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Homestead Areas Bill.

[ASSEMBLY.]  Homestead Areas Bill.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBILY.
Wednesday, 21 August, 1872.

Homestead Areas Bill, — Construction of Public Works by
Private Companies,—Mr. John Bourne—Dalby Rail-
way Contract.

HOMESTEAD AREAS BILL.

On the Order of the Day being ealled on for
the consideration in committee of the Legis-
lative Council’s message, transmitted to the
Legislative Assembly on the previous day,
relative to amendments in the Homestead
Areas Bill, the message was read by the
Clerk. It was as follows :—

“ MR. SPEAKER,

“The Legislative Council having had under
consideration the Legislative Assembly’s Message,
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dated the 19th August, respecting ‘The Home-
stead Areas Bill of 1872 insist upon their
amendment (new clause 13), because no cause has
been shewn to this House for virtually repudiating
the ten years’ leases of the halves of the runs
held by the Crown tenants; because, also, the
compensation provided by ¢The Crown Lands
Alienation Act of 1868, is inadequate to the loss
that will be sustained by the tenant under the
further resumption now proposed. Insist upon
their amendment in clause 14, because the re-
agsessment of the remaining portions of land
would not probably be found to affect the public
revenue injuriously.
“M, ¢. O’CoNNELTL,
¢ President.

“ Legislative Council Chamber,
“ Brisbane, 20th August, 1872.”

The House then went into Committee of the
‘Whole for the consideration of the message.

The SEcrETARY FOR Punric LiaNDs moved—

That the Legislative Council be informed by
Message, that this House sees no reason to alter
its decision in regard to the Amendments on the
Homestead Areas Bill, and remits the Bill, in the
hope that the Honorable the Legislative Council
will see fit to reconsider them ; this House
feeling convinced that the reasons assigned will
not, on examination, be found to have the force
ascribed to them.

Mr. Lizrey said that he fully agreed with
the latter part of the Message, and he was
sorry that the Legislative Council, or some of
the honorable gentlemen who formed that
august body, had not seen that it would be
for their own true interest to pass the Bill as
sent up by the Legislative Assembly. One
of the reasons given by the Legislative Coun-
cil for insisting on their amendments was,
that this Bill was an act of repudiation on
the part of the Legislative Assembly. Now
they had only to look to the tenth section of
the Act of 1868, under which the pastoral
tenants held their tenure, to see at once that
this was altogether a mistake. The pastoral
lessees held their leases under a power of
resumption by the Crown, which was guarded
in this respeect, that it had to be done by a
resolution which had to pass through both
Houses of the Legislature, and in no other
way were they entitled to consideration on
the resumption of the lands, or of any por-
tion of the lands they occupied. Now if any
grievance had arisen within the last four
years, since the passing of the Act of
1868, the pastoral tenants within the set-
tled districts were themselves to blame
for it, because, by exercising their pre-
emptive rights under the statutes, they had
taken up the land which otherwise would
have been taken up by the public for settle-
ment; and if they had not done so, their
leases would have remained intact. Again,
whether by the pastoral tenants themselves
or by others, a large amount of land had
been taken from the public by fraudulent |
means, Whether that was done by the pas-
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toral tenants, or by their friends, or by per-
sons from other places, he could not presume
to say; but the blame rested in many in-
stances, in one respect, at any rate, with the
pastoral tenants in the exercise of their pre-
emptive right, if not in others, by those
fraudulent means to which he had referred..
Now, there was no repudiation in this pro-
posed resumption of lands. This right of
pre-emption was dealt with when they passed
the Land Act of 1860. There were then in
existence under the Orders in Council certain
rights of pre-emption; and on the surrender
of those rights he drew up with his own hand
a clause providing that compensation should
be given to the pastoral tenants on the lands
being resumed for the value of the improve-
ments they had made. That was, he believed,
the first time in Australia that the right of
compensation for improvements was granted,
and it was afterwards followed by Mr. Duffy,
in Victoria, when he passed the Land Act there.
But Queensland took action in the matter
first, in the way of giving the pastoral tenant
compensation for the value of improvements
he had made on the land. There were
certain other rights given to the pastoral
tenants under the Act of 1868 in cases of
resumption, and they also had their tenures
extended five years longer than it would have
been had that Act not been passed. In 1868
there were only five years of the leases to
run, and the term was extended.to other
five years. Their existing tenure was doubled
from that date, so that they were very
liberally dealt with. Then again, under the
Pastoral Leases Act of 1869, there were
further benefits extended to them in the way
of pre-emption, but in all respects it was for
improvements ; and he thought it must be
admitted that they had been very liberally
dealt with ; but there had been no allowance
in any instance in consideration of any
supposed loss or damage on the resumption
of lands for settlement or other purposes
before the termination of the lease. Now,
this amendment of the Council was an
attempt to introduce into the Land Acts an
entirely new principle, in the way of com-
pensation for the resumption of lands; and,
coupled with the concessions given under the
Acts of 1860 and 1868, it amounted to an
assertion of a right of freehold on the part
of the pastoral tenants. He had repeated
over and over again, that he thought the
pastoral tenants were acting against. their
own interests' in this matter, and that it
would be a most unwise thing on their part
if they were to continue to pursue the course
they had taken up in respect to this question.
It mattered very little to him, and he believed
it mattered very little to the publie, though
the Bill was not passed this session; but he
was satisfied that so early as next session
there would be a greater demand for land
than there was at the present time; and the
question would then have to be dealt with
more extensively perhaps, and with less hope
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of those gentlemen getting the advantages
they were now attempting to obtain in
making these unjust demands. Now, as to
the amendments themselves; there were no
less than three demands made here by them.
They had already got compensation for im-
provements by right to pre-empt, and now
there were the three amendments by the
Council in this Bill. In addition to the bene-
fits that had been extended to them under pre-
vious Aects, they now asked for a further right
of pre-emption, because of lands that might
be resumed, and for a re-assessment of their
runs. Now, as to the re-assessment, he
questioned if it would not result in an
increase of their present rents, if it were
fairly carried out; and he thought the pas-
toral tenants were very blind to their own
interests in asking for it. e hoped the
Council would see that those were most
unwise amendments, and that they would
abandon them. This House had agreed
to reduce the area to be taken from
runs for the purposes of homesteads, to
320 acres, and lLe hoped that they would
accept of that as a suflicient concession, and
not 1nsist on their other amendments. He
was the more astonished at the demands that
were made by the pastoral tenants in this
matter, when he considered the comparatively
small demand made on behalf of the public.
This Bill proposed to take from them 250,000
acres out of a country containing 25,000,000
of acres. He did not care whether the Bill
was lost or not, but he hoped the House
would adhere to it as they last sent it up.
Let the Bill go if they were determined upon
it, and let them tell the public-that they would
not allow the lands of the colony to be taken
up in thisway; but he could tell them that if
they did so they would be committing politi-
cal suicide. When they were going in for
railways and immigration on a large scale,
they must keep open the lands; otherwise
they might have a repetition of what took
place formerly, when the immigrants who
were senb out by Mr. Jordan passed over the
colony like water, because there were no
lands open to them to settle upon. Now he
would never be a party to a large expenditure
for immigration, unless there was plenty of
land open for the people to setile upon
when they arrived in the colony. If they
did not keep open the lands, he would go
the whole length with the honorable mem-
ber for Western Downs, Mr. Wienholt, and
say that it was perfect madness to introduce
people into the colony from England. If they
did not provide for the people settling on the
land on their arrival here, there would most
certainly be another crash; and they would
not be justified in entering upon large public
works and immigration, unless they kept the
country open for settlement. He sincerely
hoped the Legislative Council would not
insist upon their second and third amend-
ments, and he did so from a sincere desire to
see a reasonable settlement of this question.
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He anticipated that there would be a large
demand for land forthe purposes of settle-
ment, because of the numbers that would be
drawn to the colony by its mineral and other
attractions. He was conscious that the honozr-
able the Colonial Secretary must feel that
there was an increased demand now growing
up for land, by persons desirous of becoming
small settlers ; and if he did not feel it now,
he would very soon feel it. At any rate, it
would be necessary to have plenty of land
open, beeause of the large numbers who would
come here to enter upon mining pursuits; and
who would afterwards desire to remain in the
colony. There were many who had become
permanent settlers in Gympie, who would
never have settled there but for the induce-
ments that were offered for settlement under
the Act of 1868. He had thought it right to
make those remarks, that they might give
some reasons for insisting on refusing these
amendments ; and because the Legislative
Council stated in their last message to this
House, that this Bill amounted to an aet of
repudiation on the part of the Assembly.
Now, he denied that such was the case, and
maintained, on the contrary, that any repudia-
tion there might be was on their part. The
repudiation was on the part of those who
insisted on inserting in the Bill a new kind of
compensation.

Mr. Wienmort said he considered there
was a good deal of what was called *“bunkum”
in this cry for the opening of the lands of the
colony. There was plenty of land for settle-
ment in the country. Though there may
have been a scarcity at times in some localities,
there had always been plenty of land through-
out the country. He should regret to see
the Bill thrown out altogether, for he desired
to see that provision should be made for men
possessed of small capital to go and settle on
the land and establish homes for themselves.
But he could sympathise with the Legislative
Council in the amendments which they pro-
posed should be made in this respect in regard
to the Bill, for he could fully appreciate the in-
justice it would infliet on the pastoral tenants
to pass a measure of this kind for the resump-
tion of portions of their runs without grant-
ing them compensation. It was not good or
wise that the lands should be taken up with-
out warning, as it would probably ruin the
lessee if that were done. A man obtained a
lease of arun for ten years, and went to great
expense in making improvements, and, with-
out a moment’s warning, the land was taken
from him without compensation for the loss
he would thereby sustain, 'With this kind of
thing a lease in Queensland would not be
worth a straw. A lease in this colony under
the Crown would not be worth the paper it
was written on. He therefore sympathised

“with the Legislative Council in asking what

was only a reasonable amount of justice to
the pastoral tenants. It was no advantage
at all that was asked for. It was only asked
to give the lessee a small compensation in
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return for the injury that would be done to
him by the whole of his land, perhaps, being
taken away from him without a moment’s
warning. Butb he thought$ the community at
large was not averse to give compensation to
the individual when it was necessary that he
should suffer for the good of the country;
and he had always thought it was wise
to legislate in a way that would prevent
injury being done to anyome. It was no
use to say that the leases were bargains.
They were not bargains, for the lessee was
no party to the bargain. He had to take
what was offered {o him or he would have
got nothing. He felt that he would not be
doing his duty to the constituency he repre-
sented or to the country at large, if he did
not enter, as far as he could, his protest
against the repudiation of those leases with-
out any compensation at all to the lease-
holders. The honorable member for Forti-
tude Valley said that great compensation
was given to leaseholders by the Act of 1868.
Now, he maintained that no compensation
was given to them at all by the Act of 1868.
Under the old Act, the Government had to
pay, by way of compensation, £1 in cash for
every acre of fencing that was put up, if' the
lands were resumed; and, instead of that,
the pastoral tenant had to pay in cash for
every acre of land that he took up, the same
as any other member of the community ; and
there was no advantage to the pastoral tenant
in that. It was no compensation that was
given to them, but it was an injustice of the
grossest kind that was done to them. The
honorable member further pointed out that
it was only 250,000 acres that was to be
taken up out of 25,000,000 of acres ; but why
did he not go a little further, and say that the
250,000 acres was not to be taken out of the
25,000,000 of acres, but that the 250,000
acres was to be taken up mostly out of the
runs on the Darling Downs and 1n East and
‘West Moreton. Now, 250,000 acres was a
very large proportion of the lands in the
Darling Downs and the Moretons ; and, not
only that, but it was the very pick of them
that was to be taken up; and many runs
would be entirely ruined by the resumption
of eight square miles ouf of them.

Mr. SterEENS said he could not allow the
remarks of the honorable member for the
‘Western Downs, as to this being repudiation,
to pass unnoticed, for he (Mr. Stephens)
maintained that it was no repudiation at all.
‘Why, the lessee took up the lease with the
power in it of resumption by the Crown;
and the Government took care that no lease
should issue without the power of resumption
in it. But this was just a repetition of the
old thing—the more they gave to the squat-
ters, the more they would demand.
of 1868 was the first Act by which the Go-
vernment had not the power of resuming land
in any run; but the power of resumption was
all through the Orders in.Council, and was
invariably expressed in the lease.
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Howrorasre MEMeERS: No, no.

Mr. Steraexs : Under the Orders in Coun-
cil,-the power of resumption was completely
in the hands of the Government, and it was
5o in the Act of 1869. The Act of 1868 was
the only Aect under which the Government
had not the power of taking up land in any
part of the eountry; and, now, the squatters
turned round and said it was repudiation to
resume the lands, though the Act provided
for their doing so. 'When theyread the tenth
clause of the Aet of 1868, it was quite absurd
to speak of this resumption as being repudia-
tion in any way whatever, and it was worse
than that, when they were told that there
was no compensation. They could have taken
up the lands without giving any compensa-
tion; but by the Aect of 1868, the lease
was extended to ten years, and the lessee
was to have a pre-emptive right on account
of improvements. The honorable member
for the Western Downs, and also the mem-
bers of the Upper House acknowledged
that there was a demand for land ; and if there
was a necessity for it, why object to the
exercise of the power of resumption con-
tained in the lease, especially as the resumed
lands would remain in their possession, and
they would continue to have the use of them
until they were required? e believed that
if they were to resume eight miles of country
from one or two runs only, it would very soon
be swallowed up by one or two individuals,
and that would certainly not tend to the
settlement of the country; but to open lands
in different parts of the country would tend
to promote settlement throughout the country.

The Coron1aL SECRETARY said that, though
he deeply regretted the action which had been
taken by the Upper House in respect to this
Bill, and thought that it would have been
wiser and better for the country for them
to have passed the Bill as sent up from
the Assembly, still he could not see but that
members opposite were arguing ahead of
what they were talking about. There was
no doubt that the whole of the lands under
lease in the settled distriets could be resumed;
but some honorable members seemed to for-
get that the resumption could only be
made on g resolution passed by both Houses.
They seemed to think the Assembly could
do it alone ; but no land held under lease by

i the pastoral tenants could be resumed with-

out the consent of the Upper House, which
had an equal power with the Assembly in
the matter ; and, in this instance, it required
the consent of both Houses. He was sorry
these amendments should have been inserted
in the Bill by the Upper House, and that
they were insisted upon. He could not
agree to the principle that, on account of the
curtailment of the run by resumption on the
action of both Houses, the lessee should be
allowed to take up more land by way of com-
pensation ; and, as for the third amendment,
he thought it was a most unwise thing
for the pastoral tenants to insist upom it.
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That amendment proposed that the remain-
ing portion of the run should be re-assessed
for rent and asssessment. It not only pro-

osed to re-assess the run for rent, but also
for assessment. Now, he did not know if
the Upper House could initiate such a pro-
vision, as it proposed the creation of a fresh
tax. He could, however, understand that
this proviso might have been passed in a
hurry, and without any honorable member of
the Council thinking about that at the
time ; he was astonished that it should have
passed unnoticed. They had heard some-
thing about the Orders in Council, from the
honorable member for South Brisbane ; but
he did not think the honorable member at all
understood them. Now, he could say, from
having worked under the Orders in Council,
that no such power existed under them as
the honorable member asserted. No such
power could be exercised under them as he
said there could be.

My, SterEENS : Because the Government
would not do it.

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY : It was not
because the Government would not do it, but
because there was no such power in them for
the Government to exercise. Now, it was
a notorious fact, that the Darling Downs
squatters were forced to buy the lands;
because the Government always when they
wanted money, put up so much of the land in
the Downs for sale, and the squatter in order
to protect himself had o purchase it. They
were actually forced to buy the land to protect
themselves from ruin, and that when they had
no wish to purchase the land. That was quite
well known. He hoped the House would in-
sist against the last two amendments of the
Couneil. The second of those he did not think
the Council could insist upon, as it proposed
a new tax-—and that could not be origi-
nated in the Upper House. As to the other
amendment, he did not see how they could
insist for further compensation to the pastoral
tenants. ]

The Secrerary ror Pupric Wozrks said
that the whole tenor of the remarks of the
honorable member for South Brisbane seemed
to indicate on his part a desire that there
should be a row between the two Chambers,
in the hope that there might be something
done that would eventuate 1 the Bill being
thrown out. Now, he thought they ought to
adopt a respectful and coneiliatory message
to the Council, asking them to withdraw their
amendments ; and if they would not do so,
then this House might ask for a conference.
To make inflammatory speeches such as the
honorable member for South Brisbane had
done, was the worst way to secure this Bill
becoming the law of the land.

Mr. Groom said he must certainly say he
had not heard anything whatever of an
inflammatory mnature in the speech of the
honorable member for South Brisbane. Now,
he could inform the House that the opposi-
fion to this Bill was commenced at Too-
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woomba, by the squatters on the Darling
Downs, so far back as the time when” Mr,
Coxen was sent up to the Downs to do
what the Minister for Lands sent him there
to do. At that time, a public meeting
was held in the Royal Hotel, at which reso-
lutions were passed against what it was
seen the Government intended, so that the
opposition to this Bill was initiated by the
Darling Downs squatters. For his part, he
would Iike to see that this Bill did not pass,
but that it was left over till after the next
election; and he was sure the honorable
gentlemen in the Upper House would deeply
regret that they did not accept this reason-
able measure. He thought it would be a
blessing to the people of the Darling Downs,
for in twelve months, they would be likely to
get what they would not get if this Bill
passed, so far as the lands were concerned.

%‘he motion was agreed to without division,
and,

The CratrMax, on the House resuming,
reported that the committee had come to a
resolution.

The resolution, which was then read by the
Clerk, was as follows.:—

That the Legislative Council be informed by
Message, that this House sees no reason to alter
its decision in regard to the Amendments on the
Homestead Areas Bill, and remits the Bill, in the
hope that the Honorable the Legislative Couneil
will see fit to reconsider them ; this House feeling
convinced that the reasomns assigned will not, on
examination, be found to have the force ascribed
to them.

The SrcrETARY FOR PuBric Lanps moved,
that the resolution be adopted by the House.

Agreed to.

CONSTRUCTION OF PUBLIC WORKS BY
PRIVATE COMPANIES.

The SecrETARY FoR Pusric WoRKs, pur-
suant to notice, moved—

1. That it is expedient to further the construc-
tion of rallway and tramway lines, bridges,
canal, and irrigation works, by encouraging per-
sons or companies to undertake the same.

2. That this House approves of the Govern-
ment entering info provisional arrangements,
based upon granting Crown lands by way of sub-
sidy, with any person or company that will under-
take to construet, to the satisfaction of the
Government, such works,

8. That these resolutions be forwarded to the
Honorable the Legislative Council for its con-
currence.

The subject in connection with those resolu-
tions had been so ably discussed on the
previous evening, when the House was in
committee on the Railway Amendment Bill,
that it was quite unnecessary for him to
expatiate upon them at any great length.
He believed that they would be an admirable
adjunet to that Bill; but, as he had good
reason to believe that there would be con-
siderable difficalty in persuading honorable
members to pass them through the House
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during the present session, he contemplated
the withdrawal of them. Before doing so,
however, he wished to say that, if they did
object to the resolutions, upon them would
rest the responmsibility of their being with-
drawn. He thought that Le should ask for
some expression of opinion from honorable
members as to whether they should be sud-
denly withdrawn, as they had already been for
a long time before the House, and, therefore,
they were, to a certain extent, the property
of that Chamber. He would simply elieit
the opinion of honorable members on the
subject, and, if he found that there was no
general wish that they should be carried, he
would withdraw them. He believed, how-
ever, most sincerely, that they would be of
great value to the country ; and those honor-
able members who did not agree with them
would shew that they were shortsighted to
the interests of the country. It was perfectly
uscless to ereate any disecord amongst honor-
able members by endcavoring to force the
resolutions; and, if he found that even a
minority of the House were opposed to them,
he should, as he lad before said, withdraw
them.

Mr. Fyrz thought thal the lukewarm way
in which the honorable member had intro-
duced the resolutions was an indication that
the Government were not sincere in their
wish to have them carried. He could see
through the ideas of many honorable mem-
bers m regard to the resolutions, namely,
that they would give too much power to the
Government ; but he considered that they
would be the best resolutions that eould be
carried, and he thought it was the duty of
the House to support the Government, who
should make a stand on the question. He
would state as an argument in favor of the
resolutions—and he would state it most un-
hesitatingly —that there would never be a
bridge across the river Fitzroy at Rock-
hampton, where it was so much wanted,
unless the Government had the power to
subsidise a private company by giving them
lands for the purpose. If the resolution had
been limited, as had been at one time pro-
posed, to the construction of a railway to
Mount Perry by Mr. Vickery, he should
have opposed it; but in its present form—
and as any proposition entertained by the
Government would have to be ratified by the
Parliament—he should give it his support, as
he felt he would be justified in doing.

Mr. BucHANAN said that he had invariably
noticed that the arguments used by the
honorable member who had just spoken
always tended to Rockhampton and the Fitz-
roy. He rose, however, for the purpose of
saying that he thought the honorable Minister
for Works was mistaken in supposing that he
was opposed to the resolutions. Whathe had
objeeted to on the previous evening was, that
the construction of irrigation and other works,
as affirmed by them, should have been intro-
duced into a Railway Amendment Bill at the
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last moment; introduced into the preamble
in what, he must say, was rather a dishonor-
able way.

The SecrETARY For Pusric WOoRES rose
to a point of order. He objected to such an
accusation being made by the honorable
member.

The Seraxzr ruled that the language was
disorderly.

Mr. Bucmanan said that the object of the
resolutions was, no doubt, very good; but he
thought it was too late, now that they were at
the close of the session, to give them that
proper consideration to which they were
entitled ; and he would therefore suggest that
the honorable member should withdraw them,
and introduce them again next session.

Mr. Hevaant said that the opposition
which he had assisted in joining in on the
previous evening, to allowing private com-
panies to construct works, was not in opposi-
tion to granting land for such purposes, but
because he did not approve of giving the
Government power to make arrangements,
which, although only called provisional, would,
he ventured to say, be in almost every case
carried out; for even honorable members op-
posed to such arrangements would feel them-
selves impelled to vote for them rather than
place the Government in an uncomfortable
position. He had no objection to the con-
struction of public works by encouragement

. given to private companies to do them ; but

he contended that that House was the
only proper place to decide whether that
encouragement should be afforded to those
companles ; and he protested, for one,
against any Government being allowed
to enter into preliminary arrangements, and
then asking the House for their sanction
afterwards. He thought that, in all cases,
companies desirous of constructing a certain
work should, first of all, consult the Govern-
ment on the matter, and then come down to
that House with a private Bill, which would
be referred to the proper quarter, namely, a
select committee, to report upon.
the works proposed would, no doubt, be for
the benefit of the colony; but it was well
known that the immediate object of a com-
pany was, the benefit of its promoters, and
therefore, it was quite right that such matters
should be submitted to the scrutiny of a
select committee, as to whether there were
any conflicting rights in the way. For in-
stance, he would suppose that a private
company wished to build a bridge two or

| three miles up the river above the site of the

Brisbane Bridge : well, the Government niight
enter into some provisionary arrangement;
but before anything could be done definitely,
would not the matter have to be referred to
a committee, and the corporation be allowed
to shew whether their rights would be in-
fringed by the erection of such a bridge? It
was the case all over the world, that where
companies had any privileges given to them,

! it was done by Parliamentary legislation.

Some of -
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Now, a great deal had been said, at different
times, about railway construction in America ;
but he had been reading, lately, a pamphlet
on the Northern Pacific Railway Company,
from which it appeared :—

“The Land Grant of the Northern Pacific
Railroad (whose viriwe is elsewhere referred to)
consists of 12 800 acres to each mile of track
through Wisconsin and Minnesota, and 25,600
acres per mile through Dakota, Montana, Idaho,
‘Washington and part of Oregon. The average
for the whole length of the Road and Branch is
over 28,000 acres per mile, and the total exceeds
Fifty Million Acres. While any similar area
necessarily embraces some inferior lands, the
average of this collossal grant can be truthfully
pronounced of excellent quality. Gov. Stevens,
who repeatedly passed over the route, estimates
that fully four fifths of the Northern Pacific
Railread lands are good for cultivation or grazing,
while much of the remainder is in the mountain
belt, and is covered with valuable timber or con-
tains the precious metals. By the terms of the
Grant these Jands pass into the full possession and
ownership of the company in proportionate in-
stalments, as fast as each 35-mile section of the
Road is completed and accepted by the Govern-
ment.”

Now, whenever there was ‘such a proposition
as that introduced into that House, he would
be prepared to support it, although, of course,
the quantity of land given in exehange would
have to be very different, as he thought the
quantity given in America was extravagant
for any other colony which had not land to
give away in such large guantities. He be-
lieved that the insertion of the word “bridges”
into the resclutions had been in consequence
of a representation made by the Muni-
cipal Council of Rockhampton, as he recol-
lected seeing in the papers, some time ago,
something to that effect. Butif that Municipal
Council, or any person, wanted to undéitake
the construction of a certain work on the
terms proposed by the resolutions; they should
come down and ask the sanction of the Parlia-
ment to their scheme ; and it would then be
ascertained whether it would be worth the
land which it was asked should be given as a
consideration for the construction of the work.
Ag regarded the majority of railways made in
America, he might mention that until the lines
were made, the lands through which they
passed were perfectly useless, as they were
too far away from any market; but in regard
to Mr. Vickery’s proposal, such a sclieme
would not be entertained by any American
Government, and it would be very much
better that it should be left to the House to
decide in the usual way—Dby referring the
matter to a select committce before any pro-
visional arrangement was made. It had been
said by some honorable members that the
Government already possessed the power to
make provisional arrangements, by the Rail-
way Act; but if they had that power, he
could not understand why they should have
been so anxious to have 1t again inserted in
the Bill which had heen passed -that day, or
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why they should have introduced the present
resolutions. He had no objection to the
resolutions, but he thought that if the honor-
able Minister for Works wished to carry the
first, it would be well not to press the second.

Mr. JomxstoN said that he thought the
House should assist the Government to carry
the resolutions, as they wounld thus place in
the hands of the Government the power to
encourage the construction, by private com-
panies, of works that would be for the benefit
of the country; subjeet of course, always, to
the approval of Parliament. He would take,
by way of illustrating the benefit which would
arise from the passing of the resolutions, the
case of an inland town, where half-a-dozen
roads converged towards a river, and a bridge
was necessary. The Government might be
asked, session after session, to place the sum
on the Estimates for the construction of that
bridge, but still the House would not give its
consent ; but by the resolutions the Govern-
ment would be enabled to enter into arrange-
ments with a private party to erect such a
bridge, either by a land subsidy, or, if that
would not be suitable, by giving him a protee-
tion area of ten miles on each side of the
bridge for a certain number of years, during
which he might colleet tolls without any fear
of a new bridge being put up within that
area. He did not see why the Government
should not have the power to grant that pro-
tection ; or, again, if a man wanted a subsidy
of so much land for building a bridge, he did
not see why the Government should not enter-
tain the proposition—subject to the sanction
of Parliament ;—the same in regard to irriga-
tion works or canals. He thought it was
wrong to put impediments in the way of
capitalists investing their capital in the way
they thought advisable, when that way
would be for the benefit of the country.
He believed that the strongest objection to a
measure of thi® sort was an impression that
prevailed with many members of the House,
and with the outside public in general, that
endowments of land for the construction of
railways was simply so much of the property
of the country given away—that the projectors
or promoters of those railways were to receive
an amount of land at least equivalent to the
cost of constructing the railway, and that the
railway also was to continue to be their pro-
perty for ever. He had heard it argued by
some honorable members, both in the House
and out of i, that such was the system
adopted in America; but that was quite a
mistaken idea. As far as the United States
was concerncd, he was not prepared to say
what was the practice there; but as regarded
British America he could state, upon the au-
thority of works in the library, that no lands
were given there for the construction of rail-
ways. The lands that were required for the
construction of the railways in British Ame-
rica were paid for by the companies in cash,
or something that was equivalent to cash. He
found, from the inguiries he had made into
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the matter, that the whole of the capital re-
quired for those railways was raised by de-
bentures in England and in France. He found
also that the various municipalities, and the
small states throughout British America,
which were desirous of being conneected with
the Grand Trunk Line, constructed lines for
that purpose at their own expense. The only
assistance the municipalities received from the
Government was in the shape of a temporary
relief when they became unable to meet their
obligations, and an extension of the term of
their debentures. Therewere no grants of land
for the construction of those railways, but they
were constructed from loans by persons who
were desirous of investing their money in such
undertakings. Though he was not distinetly
informed as to what was the practice in
the United States, it was his impression
that a Government having such clear busi-
ness conceptions as that of the United States
would not endow a company with land to
the extent of the cost of construction of a line,
and allow the line also to remain in the hands
of the company for ever afterwards. e had
heard that such was the ecase, but he could
not allow himself to believe it. Now, he
thought it would be perfectly safe to put into
the hands of the Government the power they
asked for, in order to encourage private per-
sons to undertake the construction of lines of
railway and tramvays, and other works of a
public nature; but in all cases provision
should be made by which the works, after a
certain period of years, or otherwise, should
become the property of the Government.
He believed that to carry out such a policy
would lead to the development of the resources
of the colony, the investment and circulation
of money, .and that it would tend in many
other ways to the advantage of the colony at
large.

Br. MorEREAD said he would object to all
of the resolutions, from the first to the third.
Of course the third would be of no conse-
quence if the first two were not carried.
The resolutions referred to the construction
of canals and irrigation works. Now, he
believed he knew as much about the colony
as most other members, and he could not
imagine where the canals were likely to be—
certainly not in the Mitchell. If irrigation
works were required in the Mitchell distriet,
- the people there would make them for them-
selves, and without putting the country to
any cost in the matter whatever ; and he did
not see why people in other parts of the
country should not do for themselves in the
matter of such works what the people of the
Mitchell district were prepared to do. So
far as the construction of bridges was con-
cerned, he would be willing that privileges
should be given to a certain extent for the
construction of such works, but not in the
shape of grants of land. What he would do
would be to give the person, or persons, con-
structing the bridge, the right of collecting
tolls for a period of years; but that was
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properly a matter for private legislation. It
was not a matter that should be taken up
by the Government, and especially at the
latter end of the session. To bring forward
these resolutions at the present time, after
they had been so long on the paper,
scemed to shew a desire to force them
through the House at the close of the
session, when all legislation was hurried.
He did not see that it was in any way
advisable to encourage persons or companies
to undertake the construction of such works
as were referred to in the resolutions. He
believed that if the works were likely to pay
after they were constructed, they would
find plenty who would be willing to undertake
them ; and if they would not pay, it was not
right to ask that the country should have to
suffer by subsidising either a company or an
individual. The proposition for the construc-
tion of canals and irrigation works, seemed to
him to be a perfect farce, and something more
than a farce. It would be an act of utter
extravagance to grant subsidies for such pur-
poses; and if a Bill were brought in to give
effect to the proposition, he believed it would
not be allowed to reach a second reading. If
the House decided to give privileges, not by
subsidies of land, but by way of exacting
tolls for the erection of bridges, and if it was
found that they would bencfit the colony, let
the promoters of them be encouraged to
undertake such works. Take the case of the
Pyrmont Bridge, across the harbor at Sydney.
Though the Parliament gave the promoters
of that bridge the right of exacting tolls, they
reserved the right of resuming the bridge ab
any time, cn the payment of a certain sum,
Now, if a provision of that kind were embodied
in the first resolution, he for one, though
objecting generally to the principle, might
feel inclined to support it; but he could not
support it in its present shape. He now
came to the second resolution, which was as
follows :—

¢ That this House approves of the Government
entering into provisional arrangements, based upon
granting Crown lands by way of subsidy, with any
person or company that will undertake to con-
struct, to the satisfaction of the Government, such
works.”

Now, he wanted to Lknow from the Minister
for Works, and from the Ministry—for he
presumed that the Minister for Works was
1n this instance the expounder of the policy
of the Ministry—what was meant by the
words “ by way of subsidy ” in the resolution.

The SeceETARY FORPUBLIC WORKS: Grants
of Crown lands.

Mr. MorrHEAD : He knew it was; but he
wanted to know if the grants were to be of
the value of the works; and whether, after
paying for the construction of the works in
that way, the works were to be allowed to
remain in the hands of the parties who con-
structed them. e felt sure, if that was the
case, that no honorable member would be
found to support the proposition. He wished;
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also, to know if the parties who might
enter upon the construction of railways, or
tramways, after being paid for the worksin
land, were to be allowed to retain posses-
sion of the works, or whether they were to be
handed over to the Government. If so, he
would prefer to see any undertakings of the
kind that might be "considered necessary
carried out by payment in money, because he
considered that the land would be given to
the constructors of the railways at much less
than its real value. He should be sorry that
the House should pass‘the first and second
of these resolutions, and he should be sorry
that the House should make itself so low as
to pass the third, and afford the Upper House
the opportunity of laughing at them. And if
the resolutions were passed as they now stood,
the members of the Upper House would laugh
at them. He thought it would almost amount
to treating the Upper House with eontempt
if they were to send the two first resolutions
to them for their approval. Until some better
reasons were advanced in favor of those reso-
lutions than any he had yet heard, he would
vote against them. If they were to pay
for the railways in lands, and the works were
then to become the property of the country,
well and good; but even then, he thought,
the country would be paying too dearly for
them. He thought it would be much better
to go on the old system of paying for the
works in money, and then they would know
what they were doing. The value of money
was a known value, but the value of the land
was not known, and it might turn out to be
of enormous value, and, of course, the country
would lose to the extent of the difference.
It would be a great mistake to sacrifice
the lands of the colony in this way—and
it would Dbe a sacrifice. If they were
even to get the railways after paying for
them in land, they would make a grievous
mistake; and, he. could not imagine what
would be the effect if they were to allow
-the eomstructors, in addition to their hav-
ing been paid in land for the railways, to
continne to be the owners of them. The
honorable member for Ipswich, Mr. John-
ston, had said that the railways in Canada
were paid for by private capital, and he (Mr.
Morehead) sincerely wished that the same
eould be said of the railways in this colony.
He believed, however, that in the United
States, the Government gave grants of land
for the construction of railways, and then left
the works in the hands of the constructors
of them; but that system, as they had
seen, had led to the greatest amount of cor-
ruption, both in Congress and in the Senate.
He hoped that such a state of things as they
had witnessed in America would never be
found to exist in this colony ; but it was not
unlikely that it would, if resolutions of this
kind were allowed to pass; and he had no
doubt they would pass, unless extreme steps
were taken to prevent them; and he would
not regret that he had raised his voice to pre-
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© vent such corruption and disgrace to the

colony as they would bring about if they
should be agreed to.

Mr. GrirriTE said he could not support
the resolutions as they stood, if it were only
because they were too vague. He was pre-
pared to admit that it was desirable to en-
courage the construction of railways and
tramways by private persons; but he could
not assent fo the proposition contained in
these resolutions. Hemaintained that if they
were to have railways constructed in the way
proposed, they would have the same state of
things here as existed in America, in connec-
tion with the Erie Railway, which, as they
all knew, was a disgrace to the whole of
America. If the American lines were under
the control of the Government, he appre-
hended that the state of things would be
very different there from what it was. He
thought that legislation in the matter of the
coustruetion of railways, eanals, or irrigation
works should be carried out in the same way
as any other private matter, and that was
by a private Bill. Now, there was this differ-
ence between a public and a private Bill, that
private companies had to prove before a com-
mittee of the House that such a work as they
proposed to undertake was necessary, and to
undertake that they would provide against
individuals sustaining injury by the works
being carried out; and the committee, when
they had coneluded their inquiry, brought up
their report and evidence to be dealt with by
the House. But if the matter was entirely
in the hands of the Government, the Bill
might be brought in at the close of the ses-
sion—though 1t was not likely it would be—
and hurried through the House without due
consideration. If the Government were to
lend themselves to the carrying out of the
projects of private companies, and of private
individuals, it would lead to a system of lobby-
ing and corruption; for, when honorable
members committed themselves to a private
measure, especially for works of the kind pro-
posed in these resolutions, they became as
much interested in its being passed as the
parties who were directly concerned. If those
resolutions were to be passed, they might
have a great many propositions, similar to
that of Mr. Viekery, from all parts of the
colony, for the construetion of works, whether
they were necessary or not, and whether they
would be beneficial ornot. Now, he had been
told— for he did not know anything of it him-
self—that the country through which the line
proposed by Mr. Vickery would pass, com-
prised some of tlie most valuable mineral
lands in the colony ; and he also understood
that a great deal of it had been applied for, to
be taken up for mining purposes. Now, he
would not consent to the mineral lands of the
colony being alienated in this way. If they
were to do so, they would inflict a grievous
injury upon the eolony and upon the people
of the colony, for a long time to come. The
second resolution, he thought, was altogether
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too vague; and proposed that everything
should be left to the Government in the way
of making arrangements. Of course it was
said that those arrangements would only be
of a preliminary character, as they would be
subject to the approval of the House ; but he
did not look upon that as of much practical
value, though, nominally, it might appear to be
of some value. For those reasons he would
oppose the resolutions.

Mr. MacDEvirr said that, really to hear
the jeremiades of the honorable member for
East Moreton, Mr. Griffith, and of the
honorable member for the Mitchell, one would
think that it was the desire and intention of
the honorable the Secretary for Public
Works to bring the colony fo destruction.
Now, for his own _part, he must say that he
did not see anything in the resolutions to
cause alarm ; but, on the contrary, he thought
the country was to be congratulated on the
spirit of progress which they indicated ; and
if the propositions were taken advantage of,
the result might be one of great benefit to
‘the colony at large. The honorable member
for East Moreton, Mr. Hemmant, in des-
cribing the system pursued in America, of
which this, to some extent, was a copy,
pointed out that the lines there passed through
rich agricultural lands, but which, without
the raillways, were not worth a peany an
acre, as they could not previously be eculti-
vated to advantage. Now that, he thought,
contained in itself a sufficient answer to all
the rest of the honorable member’s speech ;
because it was the railways that brought into
requisition the millions of acres that would
otherwise have lain dormant, and from which
there would have been no advantage derived.
The other honorable member for Fast More-
ton was rather more technical in his remarks,
and he pointed out that if this matter were
left to a private eompany it would be neces-
sary to proceed by way of a private Bill;
and he then proceeded to shew that when a
private Bill was presented it was referred to a
select committee for inquiry, and to report on
to the Assembly. Now, what was there in
the course proposed to prevent the utmost
caution, by referring the matter to any num-
ber of select committees P but if the Govern-
ment were to act in a judicious way, in the
exercise of the powers that those resolutions
would give them, they would be able to do
far more than a select committee could do ;
for, by having their officers all throughout the
country, they would have power to investigate
it better than a private company could. But
even that would not destroy the check which
the House held of requiring the matter to be
referred to a select committée. In most of
the speeches which had been addressed to the
House, in opposition to the resolutions, they
had been told that in America the railways
had been constructed by grants of land, and
hence all the corruption that had ensued.
Now ke entirely failed to see any connection
as between cause and effeet in the two things.

3Q
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He failed wholly to see how the granting of
lands for the railways came to be the cause of
corruption. But, i1f there was ecorruption,
it was a kind of corruption that had been
copied from the United States by Canada—
their nearest neighbor. Canada, as was well
known, was held up as a model of colonial
government, and it was only lately that the
Governor, Lord Lisgar, congratulated the
community over which he ruled, on the pass-
ing of a measure by the Legislature for the
construction of a railway to the shores of the
Pacifie, which was to be paid for by grants of
land. Now, if there was any place where
things were carried on with prudence, it was
in Canada; and yet they found them imitat-
ing the example of America; but, notwith-
standing that, this House was told thatif they
were to adopt the system of America, the
colony would be visited with all the evils
referred to by the honorable member for East
Moreton, and the honorable member for the
Mitchell. Now, he thought they would do
more justice to themselves if they would
allow themselves to be guided by the example
get them by America and by Canada. The
Dominjon had had the best opportunities
of seeing and knowing all about the system
of America, and the corruption of it ; and if
corruption followed upon the construction of
railways by land grants, they entered upon it
with their eyes open. For his own part, he
was strongly in favor of the resolutions, for
he believed they were calculated to make that
of use, which was, at the present time, as if
it were not. At the present time, they sub-
sidised the miners by allowing them to enter
upon the occupation of lands for the purpose
of developing the minerals that were in the
land, and which were of no use until they were
brought to the surface; and in the same way,
by subsidising companies by grants of land
to construct railways, they would promote
the development of the resources of the
lands of the colony, and turn them to more
useful purposes than the feeding of sheep
and the growing of wool. As honorable
members were aware, it had long been in
contemplation to erect a bridge of prodigious

roportions at Rockhampton ; and what more
Fikely or advantageous way could there
be of accomplishing a work of the kind than
by inducing a company to undertake it on
this principle P And, again, one gentleman, he
understood, proposed to erect a bridge over
the Burdekin to the satisfaction of the Go-
vernment engineers, if he were subsidised by
grants of land for doing so. Why, he would
ask, should anyone object to a policy that
would secure the construction of such neces-
sary works? It seemed to him to amount to
the completest retrogression not to take steps
to place those benefits which these resolutions
were caleculated to produce within the reach
of the people. The honorable member for
the Mitehell said, that if they were to make
railways and tramways, they should pay for
them in money, of which they knew the
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value, and not in lands the value of which
they did not know; but, he would ask the
honorable member, where did he expect they
were to get the money for all the works that
were necessary and which might be carried
out in this wayP for it ought to be borne in
mind that they bad not the money but they
had the land, which was of comparatively
little value until means were adopted for its
development, and one of the best means for
that purpose was railways. e hoped the
honorable the Minister for Works would not
withdraw the resolutions, as it had been
suggested he should do, but that he would
press them to a division.

The SEcRETARY FOR Pusric LanDs said he
might state that the principle involved in these
vesolutions formed part of the first address
he delivered to the electors of Ipswich, and
he believed it was mainly upon that policy
that he was elected—that they should malke
their public works by granting lands instead
of paying for them in money. He did not
think there was any danger to be appre-
hended from these resolutions; and he be-
lieved there was more likelihood of corrup-
tion taking place under a system of money
payments than under a system of payments
by grants of land. If people wanted to be
dishonest it would not be possible to prevent
them. It was an old maxim that they could
.not provide against fraud ; and, if the Govern.
ment wished to act dishonestly, these resolu-
tions would afford no greater facilities for
their doing so than existed at present. He
thought the resolutions were eminently suited
to the circumstances of the colony, and he
considered that anyone who opposed them
was an enemy to the settlement of the
colony.

Myr. WieNmoLT said that he was not an
enemy to the settlement of the colony, and
still he would oppose the resolutions; and
that for the reasons which had been so well
stated by the honorable member for the
Mitehell and the honorable member for East
Moreton ; and because he did not believe in
the principle of the Government subsidising
companies. If such works as were men-
tioned in the resolutions were to be carried
out, it should be done by money payments
and not by land subsidies. He believed it
was better to leave such works to be under-
taken by private companies, if they would
pay; and afford them facilities for carrying
them out, but not to subsidise them ; and if
they would not pay, it would be better to
leave them alone. That was his opinion on
the matter. He was opposed decidedly and
totally to the Government parting with the
wealth of the colony, which was in great part
the land of the colony, and he was opposed
to the Government parting with it in this
way. He would rather that the Govern-
ment granted subsidies in money than in
land, if subsidies were to be granted, and
.they would then know what they were doing.
Af they allowed the Government to barter
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away the lands of the colony for such pur-
poses, they would soon find themselves in a
very peculiar state. If they gave the lands
away in this way, they would, in a short
time, not be able to sell lands, for the
lands that would be saleable would all be
absorbed in subsidies, or asked for as sub-
sidies, for the carrying out of such works.
In all parts of the colony where there were
good lands, or lands that were known to be
rich in mineral deposits, works would be pro-
jected in order to get possession of the lands,
though ostensibly for the purpose of con-
structing works that were required in the
district, and that would be of benefit to the
public. The real object, however, would be
to get possession of the land. He was of
opinion that it would be far better for the
honorable the Minister for Works to allow
this matter to stand over ; and he thought it
was a foolish thing, on the part of the Go-
vernment, to press a question of this kind at
this period of the session. Even if they
were to pass the resolutions through this
House, he did not think there was much
chance of their being passed by the Upper
House this session., There were many mem-
bers, no doubt, whowould support the Govern-
ment in this matter.

Mpr. Livrey: Hear, hear.

Mr. Wiennmorr: And he would ask the
honorable member for Fortitude Valley, who
said Hear, hear,” if he was such an advo-
cate for disposing of the lands of the colony,
why did ke not see that he had the opportu-
nity of carrying out his views that afternoon,
of disposing of a portion of them to the
pastoral tenants of the Crown? If he had
done so, he might then have had some useful
works as the result. For his part, he
thought it would be better to dispose of the
land to those who had a settled and per-
manent interest in developing their resources
than to speculative companies who were not
so interested—than to encourage New South
Wales and English companies to come for-
ward with propositions to carry oub railways
and other works with the view of securing to
themselves millions of acres of land. He
should certainly oppose the resolutions.

My, Linney said that as the honorable
member had asked him a question, he felt
bound to answer it. The honorable member
had asked him, why he had refused that after-
noon to give lands to the pastoral tenants of
the Crown? Now, he would tell the honor-
able member that if the pastoral tenants
would enter upon public works of the kind to
which the resolutions before the House
referred, he would not object to encourage
them with grants of land for that purpose.
He had no preference for foreign capital over
that of the colony, but he objected to the
pastoral tenants wishing to help themselves
to two square miles of country.

Mr. Wisnmort: They pay for it.

Mr. Lizzey: He did not care whether
they paid for it or not, but he objected to
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" their fixing the price and helping themselves.
Now, he believed thoroughly in these propo-
sitions ; and to say that they would lead to
corruption was only one of those old stock
arguments that were of no value whatever,
for there was no proceeding they could initiate
in that House that could not be turned to
that. They might have as many safeguards
as they liked, but corruption would still be
possible, They must, in the first instance,
have some degree of trust in the honor and
integrity and fair dealing of the Government,
and, to some extent, of their fellow colonists.
If they were to require safeguards to prevent
persons over-reaching, or to prevent corrup-
tion, they would be unable to have any legis-
lation whatever. Now, to come to the reso-
lutions, they would gain nothing by passing
the first one only, except to aflirm that
it was desirable to encourage companies to
undertake the construction of railways, tram-
ways, bridges, canals, and irrigation works;
and the second gave the Government power
to make provisional arrangements for doing
so. Now, he thought the Government was
to be commended for these resolutions, and
he did not think that it was foo late in the
session for them to be passed by this House,
and also by the other House. It must be re-
membered that the last railway commission
that was appointed, and whose labors had
been of great value, and which had led to the
initiation of those great public works which
they were now to go on with, was appointed
within about a quarter of an hour of the
close of the last session. He had thought
that the honorable member for East Moreton,
Mr. Griffith, came into the House as a pro-
gressive member. When he was on the hust-
ings he said he was not in favor of the old
ways, but that he was a progressive liberal.
Now, the honorable member had told them
to-night that he was in favor of the old ways;
and there was scarcely a single progressive
measure which had come before the House
during the present session in respect to which
ke had not voted in favor of the old ways;
and he shewed that particularly in the case of
the Married Women’s Property Bill, when
he went so far back as Genesis to prove that
the old ways were the best. (Laughter.)
‘Well, those shewed that the ideas of the
honorable member were rather backward.
Then there was the Law Reform Procedure
Bill, and the Bill for the amalgamation of
the two branches of the legal profession, and
in those the honorable member was in favor
of the old ways——

Mr. GrirFire :  The right way too.

Mr. Lirigy: Although the honorable
member was professedly in favor of law
reform, his idea seemed to be that there
should be no reform: He was quite sure that
his honorable friend was as antiquated a
politician in his ideas as there had ever been ;
but he hoped yet to see the honorable mem-
ber change his views, and become really in
favor of a progressive policy ; at any rate, he
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had yet to learn what the honorable member’s
progressive politics were. IHe had no doubt
that when the honorable member grew older,
Le would not be so fond of his old ways, and
would learn that they were not always the
best. Now, the argument which had been
put forward by the honorable member and
his honorable colleague was, that the resolu-
tions would place too much power in the
hands of the Government of the day. But
that was absurd ; and the honorable member
must yet learn that confidence must be placed
somewhere—that there must not be a standing
feeling of want of confidence in all Ministries.
It might be that they would be disappointed
from time to time in the persons in whom they
placed confidence—that they might find some
persons not quite so honest as they expected
to find them; but, even supposing they did
50, in the main, he believed that a policy of
the kind contained in the resolutions would
be of immense service to the country. What
had astonished him was that gentlemen who
had actually been returned fo that House
under the w@gis of the liberal party should
be now broaching doetrines in the contrary
direction to those held by that party for
years past. He had always advocated that
they must have public works and immigra-
tion, and must make the land be the medium
through which the public would be recouped
for the money so expended—they must make
the land the basis upon which that great
public action was founded. He was not sure
whether he had always made that understood
to honorable members on his side of the
House, or whether they had seen fit to go
back from their opinions in utter opposition
to the party they had been returned pledged
to support. He did not know whether they
were going back from those opinions; they
might, probably, be the nucleus of that great
third party of which the House had heard so
much, and which was rising into such pro-
minence just now. But, if that was the case,
then he would say, ¢ Save us from that party,”
for it would be a party of retrogression. Af
all events, he would rather have the present
Government in power than that third party
which asked them to adhere to their old ways
—for they must go ahead in some way safely,
if they did but go ahead. Now a great deal
had been said by the honorable member for
Kast Moreton, Mr. Hemmant, about the
Erie Railway; but, he would ask, what was
the extent of that railway P Almost six
thousand miles had been built, and that was
done entirely on the principle contained in
the resolutions before the House.

Mr, Hemmant: It is greater in extent
than will ever be the case here.

Mr. Lizzey: The honorable member
laughed, and said it was larger than would
be the case here; but he would tell the
honorable member, as he had mentioned
before, that the colony of Queensland was
exactly the size of thirteen American States,
and, therefore, to say that this colony might
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not some time or other have the same extent
of railway, was simply absurd. He had
been astounded at the speeches he had heard
from the honorable members for East More-
ton ; and he hoped that they would have those
honorable gentlemen brushing up a little on
those matters, and coming nearer to the front
of their own party, if they really belonged
to that party at all. He must confess that
it was with feelings of the deepest regret
that he had seen the names of those two
honorable members recorded in the list of
those opposed to a measure of so progressive
a kind as that before the House on the
previous day.

Mr. Hemmant: Oh, oh!

My, Lizrry : The honorable member might
laugh; and he had no doubt that the honor-
able member’s colleague would laugh also; as
they generally shouted in chorus. He would
like to know what they had been sent into
that House to doP He ventured to say that
they had been sent to that House to support
the very policy they were now opposing.
They were sent into that House under his
shield—

HoxoraBrLE MzeusERs : Oh, oh'!

Mzr. Lizrey: He would repeat—they were
sent under his shield to advocate the very
policy they were now opposing ; because, if
he had been teaching anything for years past,
and more especially during the last few
months, it was such a policy as was em-
bodied in the resolutions before the House.
He would like to know, then, what answer
those honorable members had to give—what
reasons they had to shew-—that the colony
would be in danger if the resolutions
were passed? The honorable member, Mr.
Hemmant, said that he could not trust the
Government, but that all applications should
be referred to a select committee of the
House. But he would ask, what was that
House but a committee of the country; and
what was the Government, but a committee
of that House? He could not say much
in favor of committees—they might be
trusted, no doubt; but the result of his
experience was, that their decisions were not
always very favorably viewed by the people
outside. He contended that the Government
was a trustworthy committee: at all events
the highest personage in the colony was at
the head of its deliberations, and it certainly
seemed to him that they thus had the best
national committee they could have for in-
vestigating proposals of the kind referred to.
Now, he would suppose that no provisional
arrangement was made by the Government,
and that the course proposed by the honor-
able member for East Moreton, Mr. Hem-
mant, was adopted. Well then, supposing
the matter went before the House, would
they, he would ask, escape the lobbying of
America? And when it went before a select
committee ! —Was the Government likely to
be more corrupt than that small committee
of the House chosen for the purpose of
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inquiring into the Bill? If the Government
was corrupl, would a committee appointed
by their majority belikely to be less corrupt?
If the fear of corruption was to stop all
progress, then it did not matter how it was
done, the corruption would still be the same.
He hoped that he had not said in his joking
way anything that would give offence. He
had, perhaps, great intolerance of what were
called “old ways,” and he liked to see his
young friends, and young Liberals, a little
a-head—certainly not behind the old Govern-
ment which they had abused for so long as
being behind the times in their notions of
liberalism.

Dr. O'Dorsrry said he must say that he
considered the lecture which the honorable
member for Fortitude Valley had just given
to the honorable member for East Moreton,
came with rather bad grace from that honor-
able gentleman.

HoxoraBrE MEMBERs : Hear, hear. No,

o.

Dr. O’Domerry: The honorable and
learned gentleman seemed to forget that a
few weeks back he had voluntarily, without
being pressed to it by honorable members on
his side of the House—indeed he ventured to
say against the expressed wishes of honor-
able members on that side of the House—
resigned his position as leader of the Opposi-
tion. Now, as one honorable member on
that side of the House, he could safely
affirm that he had never stated or uftered
one syllable having reference to the
action of that honorable gentleman in
resigning the post of leader of the Opposition,
which he had assumed at the request of his
party at the commencement of the session.
As had been very truly stated by the honor-
able the Premier, he (Dr. O’Doherty) had
always regarded the position of leader of the
Opposition as one of as great importance and
responsibility as that of Premier, within the
walls of that Parliament. He had no hesita-
tion whatever in saying that any disorganiza-
tion, if any had been shewn, of the party on
that side of the House—that any want of
fealty to the ideas and opinions which the
honorable gentleman might entertain on the
leading questions brought before the House;
any difference of opinion which affected that
honorable gentleman—that if any of the
things existed, the honorable gentleman him-
self was directly responsible for it. He had
no hesitation in saying that, when an honor-
able member assumed the position of leader
of the Opposition, he was bound to accept
the responsibility of that position, and to
stick to his post.  But the honorable member
had voluntarily resigned it, against the ex-
press wish of his party, and he had no hesita-
tion in saying that the action thus taken by
the honorable member had left himself and
other honorable members in a very difficult
position on many ocecasions, regarding the
position they should take when he had freed
them from all responsibility to himself

hit
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Mr. Lizrey : Yes, but not to your prin-
ciples.

Dr, O'Donrrry: The honorable member
ought therefore to be guarded when he spoke
of honorable gentlemen—whom he spoke of
as having brought into that House, under his
shield—because those gentlemen might hap-
pen to differ from him in the matter before
the House. Now, if there were any question
of principle involved in the debate on those
resolutions that evening, or in the measure
which had been discussed on the previous
evening, he quite agreed with the honorable
member that there would have been strong
grounds for complaint of the conduct of the
honorable member for East Moreton—that
was, presuming the honorable member had re-
tained his position of leader—but he denied
that it was a question of prineciple at all—

Mr. MacDevirr: Oh, oh!

Dr. O'Dorerry : At any rate, so far as he
understood it—and he did not see why the
honorable member for the Kennedy should
interrupt him with his “oh, oh!” except to
shew to the honorable member for Fortitude
Valley how completely a disruption had been
caused by his action. He did not believe, as
he had said, that there was one particle of
principle involved in the objections of the
honorable member for Kast Moreton ; for, as
lie had understood the objections put forward
by those Lonorable gentlemen fo the resolu-
tions, they simply amounted to this—that they
objected tohandingover to a ministerthe power
proposed by the resolutions, of acting without
the sanction of the House. If he was wrong
in that, he demanded that the honorable
member for the Kennedy should get up and
say so. If he was right in maintaining that
the question was not founded upon principle
in the slightest degree, then he submitted
that the objection of the honorable members
for Kast Moreton was a sound one. Although
he had voted with the honorable member for
Fortitude Valley on the previous evening,
and was disposod that evening to support the
resolutions ot the honorable Minister for
‘Works, still he maintained and insisted, that
the honorable members for East Moreton,
without the slightest violation of prineiple,
had a perfect and undoubted right to vote on
the opposite side. He himself believed that
it was doubtful whether the Government
should have the power of making even pre-
liminary arrangements with anybody or any
company, without first having the sanction of
that House; but he was prepared to give it
to them, rather than lose the immense benefit
which the policy eomprised in the resolutions,
would confer upon the country. He thought,
however, it was a great question whether the

_ same purpose could not be accomplished by

according to that House the power to control
more strictly the action of the Government
in entering into those matters. He confessed
thast he could not go so far as the Lonorable
member for Fortitude Valley in his estimate

[21 Avgusr.]

by Private Companies. 987

great committee, even although they might
be presided over by the highest personage in
the land. He confessed that the history of
the colony had told him, that even that greaf
committee was not one which that House and
the country could look to with perfect safety,
so far as the interests of the colony were
concerned. On the contrary, if honorable
members looked at the history of the colony,
they would find that as far as the economy of
the public money, and as far as the taxation
of the people were concerned, that lauded
committee of the honorable member had
proved itself to be a most unsafe committee
indeed. He would say again that one of the
enormous benefits that would be inaugurated
by the adoption of the policy of the resolu-
tions would be, that it would, to a large
extent, take out of the hands of that com-
mittee, the power of making ducks and @rakes
of the public income of the colony in the
construction of publie works. During the
present session, he believed that the House
had committed a great mistake in handing
over to that committee the vast sum of money
they had done for the further progress of the
railways, and for the further construction of
roads and bridges—handing it over with-
out almost any control whatever. He might
be told that he was inconsistent in making
that statement, after voling for it as he
had done, a few evenings ago. But he
denied his inconsistency. He could not
help himself. There was no choice; and,
if he were asked to point out the honor-
able member who was fo blame for his having
no choice in the matter, he should point to
the honorable member for Fortitude Valley,
who had resigned his post as leader of the
party—who had told his party that the
battle was fought and won, and that there
was nothing to do for the leader of the Oppo-
sition. He had always regretted that the
honorable member should have followed that
course; but it came with bad grace indeed
from that honorable gentleman to pick up
any honorable members in the way he had
done the honorable members for East More-
ton, because in the exercise of their opinions
they might differ from him. In regard to
the resolutions, he believed they were in pur-
port the same as the Bill which was discussed
on the previous evening. Ile believed that
the sooner they saw inaugurated a policy by
which companies could be induced to come
forward and construet public works—the
sooner they could exchange their lands in
payment for such works—the better it would
be for the country. There would then no
longer be the necessity of taxing the country
by borrowing money to construct public
works, and constructing them, generally
speaking, rather extravagantly. They would
no longer incur the risk of such a heavy
burden of taxation as there was at present
on the colony. For those reasons he was
prepared to support the resolutions, and, with

of the qualifications of the Gfovernment as a | the Lionorable member for Fortitude Valley,
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to.incur the risk, which they most un-
doubtedly would inecur, in handing over to
the high committee mentioned by the honor-
able member the powers contained in the
resolutions.

Mr. Liziey rose for the purpose of making
an explanation. He denied that he had ever
in any way deserted his post as leader of the
Opposition, and the honcrable member who
had just sat down should have been the last
to make such a charge against him. The
honorable member knew very well that, even
at the commencement of the session, he had
offered to resign the leadership of the Oppo-
sition. The honorable member knew very
well that he had never expressed any desire
to hold that position, but that it was at the
urgent request of the honorable gentleman
himself, and other honorable members on
his gide of the House, that he accepted it.
The honorable member must have known
that he (Mr. Lilley) was aware that he was
dealing with men on that side of the House
who would have cut his throat in 1870. He
must also have known that there were some
honorable members who, whilst under his
leadership, were dealing with the other side,
and who were totally unveliable from the
very commencement of the session. He
was not such an innocent as to allow him-
self to be deserted at the end of the session
by men who professed to follow his lead;
and it was time, when he found that,
as a man jealous of his honor and his political
character, to resignhis trust, ratherthan allow
those honorable members an opportunity of
betraying him. They might have trusted
him, buthe did not trust them. I ehad been
very cautious in all his conduct with those
honorable members. He had led the people
outside of that House, and not the men in
that House ; and they knew very well that it
was by means of his leading the people, he
put them there. e knew at the commence-
ment of the session that there were among
them honorable members who were treating
with members opposite, whilst they affected
to be following him

HoworaBLr MEMBERs : Name, name.

Mr. Lizrey: The two honorable members
for Hast Moreton, and the honorable member
for North Brisbane, Dr. O’Doherty.

Dr. O’'Domerry: I have no hesitation in
stating in the most emphatic manner that it
is a falsehood.

Howorasre Meupezrs: Order, order.

Mr. SteprEENS : I rise to a point of order.
I submit, Mr. Speaker, that the honorable
member must withdraw the expression.

Mr. MoreHEAD : A charge had been made
against the honorable member, and I submib
that the honorable member has a right to make
a personal explanation.

The CoroNIAL SECRETARY : L submit, Mr.
Speaker, that the word must be withdrawn.
No personal explanation ean justify the use
of such language in this House.
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The SpEsxzr trusted the honorable mem-
ber would withdraw the expression.

Dr. O'Dorerry trusted the honorable the
Speaker would protect him from having
levelled against him a charge which was
without a seintilla of foundation, and which
sttuck af his honor in that House.

The Spraxer said the honorable member
was charged with having stated that what
had been said by the honorable member for
Fortitude Valley was a falsehood ; which ex-
Ppression was unparliamentary, and the honor-
able member must apologize to the House in
a suitable manner.

Dr. O’DonEerry said that there was nob a
man of that House who desired less than
himself to infringe the rules of Parliamentary
decorum ; but so long as he held a seatin that
House he would not allow any honorable
member to charge him with political dis-
honesty, without telling him that it was a
falsehood.

The SpeaxER sald the honorable member
must withdraw the expression.

Dr. O’Dorerry : Well, sir, I withdraw the
words.

M. GrIrrITH rose to make a personal ex-
planation. As foul a charge had been made
against him that evening, by the honorable
member for Fortitude Valley, as could be
levelled againt the honor of any honorable
member of that House. He believed he was
correct in saying—and he was assured, every
honorable member, except the honorable
member sitting at the head of the Opposition
benches, would agree with him——that there
never was an allegation made accusing a man
of personal dishonor, which had less foundation
than the statement made against.him by the
honorable member for Fortitude Valley. That
honorable member knew himself, that from
the commencement of the session to the
present day, he had never had a more faithful
follower than he had been.

Mr. HemmaNT said he felt bound to say in
reply to what had fallen from the honorable
member for Fortitude Valley, that that hon-
orable member had not the slightest founda-
tion for making the charges he had made
against himself and his honorable colleague.
He could conscientiously say that until the
honorable member for Fortitude Valley had
resigned his post as leader of the Opposition,
he had most loyally followed that honorable
member. He had certainly on one oceasion
followed him against the dictates of his own
conscience, on a question, which, through its
being made a party one, he did not feel justi-
fied in deserting the honorable member. He
referred to the occasion

The SrEaxEr: The honorable member ean-
not make a speech upon other matters. He
can only make a personal explanation.

Mr. MOREEEAD moved—

That the House do now adjourn.

e thought that they had had quite enough of
recrimination at the commencement of the
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session. He certainly was very sorry to see
that the late honorable leader of the Opposi-
tion, had now become the leader of discord,
by making such serious accusations against
honorable members on his own side of the
House.

The SeearEr: The honorable member
having already spoken on the question before
the House, he cannot now move the adjourn-
ment.

The CoroNiar SECRETARY thought it was
getting very like an Irish row, but he had not
the least doubt that honorable members
opposite would all meet as friends on the
next day. He hoped that before they
separated, the little warmth of temper that
had been exhibited, would not prevent them
from carrying the resolutions. He believed
most firmly, that the policy contained in
those resolutions was a most liberal one, and
one worthy of adoption by the House and the
country., He did not care who had initiated
that policy or from what part of the House it
came; butit was one worthytheir adoption. He
Iknew that beforehe entered thatHouse, he had
always advocated the construction of public
works by means of thelands of the colony. He
believed that all that had been said about the
immense power to be conferred upon the
Government by the resolutions was bunkum,
as, according to his opinion, the Government
already possessed far greater powers than
would be given by the resolutions, as nothing
could be done then, without the sanection of
Parliament. He liked any supporters of the
party in power, or anyone else, to bring
forward schemes which would be for the
benefit of the colony; but he denied in #ofo
that his Government, or any other Govern-
ment that he had ever heard of, would be
likely to make themselves the partizans of
persons whose schemestheyapproved, but they
would only bring them forward and support
them, if they were worthy of that House and
the country. It was idle for honorable mem-
bers to talk about the powers conferred by
the resolutions; as, if they would only take
the trouble to read up for themselves, and
take the present Railway Act and study it
carefully, they would see that there were
enormous powers in the hands of the Govern-
ment already—in fact, that they had powers
enough to do what was proposed in the reso-
lutions. The wish of the Government,
however, in bringing forward those resclutions,
was to obtain the sanction of the House, as to
how far they should carry out the powers
they now possessed. He believed himself,
that they had ample power to do all that was
mentioned in the resolutions ; but they wished
to obtain a special opinion from the House as
to how far they should act on them. He was
very sorry they had been introduced at so
late a period of the session ; but as honorable
members were aware, there were many reasons
which had prevented their being brought
forward earlier. Owing to the unhappy com-
mencement of the session—which was that
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evening, however, nearly terminating in any-
thing but a dead-lock—it was impossible to
proceed with any questions of the kind; but
1t was never too late to pass resolutions, and
if they were passed by that House, they need
not take five minutes to pass through another
place; they might take five hours or five
weeks; but if honorable gentlemen in the
other Chamber agreed to them, they would not
occupy five minutes. He believed that those
honorable gentlemen were far-sighted enough
to see that the resolutions proposed the proper
way of providing for the counstruction of
public works ; and that the policy contained
in them would be for the benefit of the
country. Honorable members had, on the
previous evening, agreed to the same policy
in regard to tramroads and railways; and,
therefore, he thought it was not too late for
them to agree to bridges, canals, and other
works being constructed on the same principle.
There had been a sort of wild proposition made
during the last session in regard to canals ;
but, like other wild propositions, it had been
put on one side by the Government; and he
might say thattheonly propositions that would
be entertained by them, would be those likely
to be sanctioned by that House. Now, he
firmly believed that it would lead to the
benefit of the country, if capitalists under-
stood that the Government were willing to
receive offers from them for the construction
of bridges on the terms mentioned in the
resolutions. As he had mentioned to the
House on the previous evening, he knew of
one instance where, in a very short time, a
company might be induced to perform a very
useful work which he did not think it was
the duty of any honorable member to ask the
Government to undertake—he alluded to the
bridge across the River Fitzroy, at Rock-
hampton. There, there was any quantity of
land, which would not necessitate any pay-
ment of money; and he would point oul to
the House that the very fact of those com-
panies being paid in land would necessitate
their making use of it. It was impossible to
suppose that any company, if paid in land,
would not use their best efforts to utilise that
land. He did not care whether the land thus
given contained minerals or not, inasmuch as,
so long as those minerals remained buried in
the land, they were useless to any one; if
was only the returns from those minerals
which made them valmable to the country,
and also the labor and capital employed in
bringing them to the surface and utilising
them.

Howorasre MuupErs : Hear, hear.

Mr. Hanpy said he was in favor of the
resolutions, which had been for so long a
time on the business paper that they could
not be regarded as new to honorable members;
hence, honorable members had had ample
time to consider the object of them. At the
first blush, he must confess that he was
opposed to them, because he thought that
they would confer too great power on the
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Government—no matter what Government
that might be—without a Bill being passed
specially for the purpose. But in view of
the Railway Bill, which had been passed on
the previous evening, and in view of nothing
being done, beyond provisional arrangements,
" without the sanction of Parliament, he could
see no danger in them whatever. The first
part of the motion referred to was what every
honorable member of the House must agree
to. Then, as to the second, which was—

“That this House approves of the Government
entering into provisional arrangements, based
upon granting Crown lands by way of subsidy,
with any person or company that will undertake
to construct, to the satisfaction of the Goveran-
ment, such works,”

he thought, after what had been said,
that no objection could be made. In
regard to what had fallen from the honor-
able the Premier about the powers contained
in the Railway Act, he admitted that that was
a source of information which he had never
dreamt of at the time; but, on since reading
that Act, he found that it contained all the
powers proposed by the second clause of the
resolutions. Viewing the question in all lights
and circumstances, he agreed that the resolu-
tions were such as the House should allow to
pass.

Mr. Buoranan rose for the purpose of
moving as an amendment—

That the word “ canal’” be omitted from Reso-
lution No. 1.

Mr. HemmanT said he would take the
opportunity afforded by the amendment, of
making a little more lengthened explanation
than the forms of the House had allowed him
to do when he last rose. He must say that
the remarks which had been made by the
honorable and learned member for Fortitude
Valley were entirely uncalled for.

The SpEarER: I mustinform the honorable
member that that is not the question before
the House. :

Mr. HEMMANT said it did appear very ex-
traordinary to him that he was not allowed to
refer to what had fallen from the honorable
member for Fortitude Valley. Surely there
could be no objection on the part of the
House~——

Howorasre MEeusERs : Hear, hear.

Mr., Hruumant: The honorable member
for Fortitude Valley had stated that he (Mz.
Hemmant), amongst other honorable mem-
bers, had deserted the principles which he
had been returned to that House to support.
Now,he would ask, whether a more unfounded
charge could have been made against him?
He had stated on the previous evening, that
he was in favor of the principle contained in
the resolutions, when the Railway Bill, which
contained similar provisions, was under dis-
. cussion ; bub at the same time he had objected
to so much power being placed in the hands
of any Government. Now, he would ask,
what had been the tenor of the advice given
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bythe honorable member for Fortitude Valley,
ever since the present Parliament met? Why
it had been not to trust the present Govern-
ment. Therefore, he had not deseried the
principles laid down by the honorable mem-
ber. " And, now, because that honorable
gentleman had chosen to change his opinion,
and say that the Government could be trusted,
he (Mr. Hemmant) was not going to change
his. Tt was not once, or fifty times, that the
honorable member had stated in that House,
and elsewhere, that he could not trust the
Government ; and was he (Mr. Hemmant) to
be blamed because he now had a mistrust in
giving to that Government the powers con-
tained in the resolutions? The policy affirmed
by the resolutions might be a part of the
policy of the liberal party; but 1t had been
no part of the policy of thabt party to hand .
over such immense powers to the Govern-
ment of the day. Therefore, the arguments
which had been put forward by the honorable
member, and the honorable member for the
Kennedy, were of no force whatever, because
all he had objected to, was to give so much
power to the Government. He did not know
what the Government had done since Parlia-
ment had assembled, to induce honorable
members to put that trust in them, which
they had been told by the honorable member
for Fortitude Valley at the commencement of
the session, they should not place in them.
The honorable member stated, also, that he
(Mr. Hemmant) had been in treaty with
honorable gentlemen opposite ; but he must
say, that that was not founded upon fact, as
the only scintilla of foundation for the state-
ments of the honorable gentleman, arose
from what had taken place between some
members of the Opposition and some honor-
able gentlemen on the independent benches
opposite, in regard to a_desire to_put a stop
to the unfortunate dead-lock. He believed
that it was mainly owing to the action taken
by some independent members of the Oppo-
sition, that that dead-lock was terminated.
Now, he thought he could shew that he had
very good reason for saying that such powers,
as were proposed by the resolutions, should
not be handed over fo the Government. He
had been engaged during the last few weeks
on a committee, before whom certain things
had appeared:

The SrcrETARY ¥oR PuBLic WORKs rose
to a point of order. The honorable member
and himself were the only members of the
committee in question now present in the
House; and he would tell the honorable
gentleman that he was not in order in refer-
ring to the proceedings of a committee the
report of which had not yet been considered
by the House.

Mr. HEMmant thought he was rather un-
fortunate that evening in his references to
matters. However, as the Erie Company
had been referred to, he should, perhaps, be
in order, in replying to some of the, remarks
on that subject. The honorable member for -
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- Fortitude Valley had accused himself and
his honorable eolleague with shewing some
ignorance in reference to that; but he had
now before him a copy of the “ Westminster
Review,” which contained an article on that
company. It said :—

“ This property was, in effect, like all the great
railway corporations, an Empire within a Republic.
It consisted of a trunk line of road 459 miles in
length, with branches 814 miles in extent, or 775
miles of road in all. Tts eapital stock amounted
to about £7,000,000. Its gross receipts exceeded
£3,000,000 per annum. It employed not less
then 15,000 men, and supporied their families.”

‘Why Le ventured to say that those 15,000 |

men, with theif families, amounted to nearly
the whole population of Queensland.

“ Over all this wealth and influence, greater
than that directly swayed by any private citizen,
greater than is absolutely and personally con-
trolled by most Kings, and far too great for the
public safety either in a democracy or in any
other form of society, the vicissibudes of a
troubled time placed two men in irresponsible
authority ; and both these men belonged to a
low and degraded moral and social type.”

Now, he thought, that when honorable mem-
bers referred to the Erie Railway as an
instance of what they should avoid, they
had not been conjuring up a phantom. There
they had a gigantic railway, the proprietors
of which employed a population almost equal
to that of the whole of Queensland, and
whose revenue was far greater than this
colony was likely to have for many years to
come. He thought that sufficient had been
said by himself and by his honorable col-
league to shew that their opposition was not
to grants of land being given for the con-
struction of public works; for, as he had
stated, he believed that principle to be a
good one, and had instanced its success in
America ; but because the system was a

good one, it did not follow that honorable |

members were to place such implicit confi-
dence in the Government as to give them
enormous powers which might have the
effect of saddling the colony with a eorpora~

tion, second only in its magnitude to that of

Erie.

Mr. Linrey thought that the honorable
member had greatly misunderstood him, when
he stated that he (Mr. Lilley) had advised
him never to trust the present Government,
as regarded the expenditure of money, for, from
his knowledge of the honorable gentleman at
thehead of the Government, he would trust him
with millions, so great a faith had he in the
honesty of that honorable gentleman. But
who had told him to treat the Government
with distrust but the honorable member him-
self——the honorable member for East Moreton?
And was he (Mr. Lilley) now to distrust the
Government—now that they had given to the
country what the honorable member and
others had been howling for, for years? Was
he now to be asked to distrust them in the
expenditure of money for public works, or in
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the use of the powers provided by the resolu-
tions before the House? If the honorable
member and those honorable members near
that honorable gentleman, would not trust the
Government, let them put the Government

i out: if they could not do that, why, then they

must trust them. He had trusted the Govern- -
ment, without saying that he had in their
political action such confidence as would lead
him o accept any proposition they might
bring forward; but he bad trusted them as
far as he would trust any other Government,
so far as regarded their personal honesty.
He did not believe for one moment that it
was different with honorable gentlemen oppo-
site, when he was at the head of affairs, as
regarded himself; he did not believe that
they had ever had any personal distrust of
him; on the contrary, he believed that they
had held his personal honor in the highest
esteem. And, now, in regard to the Erie
Company ; what he had said was, that com-

ared with the extent of railways in the

nited States, that Company was a mere
bagatelle ; he did not say that it was'a small
concern, but that, when compared with the -
enormous railway system in America, if
was small. Why, the whole railways of
America consisted of 61,000 miles, whilst
the Xrie Company had only 773 miles; buf
if every member of the Xrie Company
had been dishonest, instead of only two
or three, would that justify the assertion
that the United States should not go on
making railways, on a prineiple which had
been found so profitable to that ecountry?
There was a time in England when every
company was corrupt—when corruption was
carried to such an extent that it was
found necessary for the State to interfere
with legislative enactment—and that had
the effect of causing a reform. And, per-
haps, the example of Erie would lead
this colony to be cautious; but to say that it
should lead to distrust of the Government,
was absurd. He would say again, that when
men ina great political struggle, without con-
sulting their avowed leader, made overtures
to members opposite, they were not behaving
properly to that leader ; and the honorable
member and others had done so. That had
justified his mistrust of the honorable mem-
bers ; but it was not upon that alone that he
had rested his distrust. He had known from
the beginning that those honorable gentlemen
had not pulled with him. So far as his’
leadership was concerned, he had acted
honorably; as he had tendered the resigna-
tion of it over and over again. Those honor-
able members knew well enough that he was
not anxious to vetain it, and they knew that
he only resigned it when the time had arrived,
when every principle for which he had fought
had been conceded. He had done his duty
to the Opposition and to the country, and he
maintained that he had not been without
justification in the remarks he had made.
He would say "again, that the attack of the
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honorable member for North Brisbane, Dr.
O'Doherty, in accusing him of having acted
dishonorably in resigning his leadership, was

most unfounded. 'Why had not that honor- .

able member spoken of it before ? Why had
he allowed week after week to elapse without
malking the charge against him? It was true,
no doubt, that the honorable member had not
wished him to resign his leadership ; but was
e to remain tied to men in whom he did not
believe? He was not, and he never would
be. He had always been the independent
member for Fortitude Valley. He had not
been sent into that House to lead any party,
but to represent that very important consfi-
tuency he had always had the honor to
represent. He was happy to say that he
could always return to his duty as a private
member. But he would ask, did his resigna-
tion of the leadership justify a departure
from their principles of the honorable mem-
bers who had professed.to follow him? If
they had been desirous to tie the hands of the
Government in the present matter, why had
they not moved some amendment? Why
had not the honorable member for FEast
Moreton, Mr. Hemmant, or his honorable
colleague, done that; instead of seeking
secretly to defeat the resolution? How was
that? If the dishonor was anywhere, it was
not with him. He had done his duty to
those honorable members while he was their
acknowledged leader. He had done it at
great personal sacrifice; and he had done it
against his own will and feeling many a time
when he had been ashamed to think that he
was leading men who had betrayed him so
shamefully as they had done in 1870. But
it frequently happened that a person made
use of tools which he afterwards had occasion
to despise. .
Mzr. J. Scorr moved—

That the debate be now adjourned.

Myr. Grirrira said that he trusted that he
would not lose his temper in the few observa-
tions he was about to make to the House.
He would not allude to the extraordinary
charges which had been made against him by
the honorable member for Fortitude Valley,
further than to say that he believed that if
he lived for 2 hundred years he would never
have occasion to regret the part he had taken
towards bringing to an end the unfortunate
dead-lock. If that was what the honor-
able member was pleased to call political
treachery, then all he could say was, that
he was not ashamed of it. So, so far, that
charge fell like water from off a duck’s back.
In matters of politics he had always loyally
followed the opinions of the party to which he
belonged, but in private matters he had
claimed the right of exercising his own pri-
vate. judgment; and, when he ceased to be
allowed that right, he would cease to hold a
seat in that chamber. As to the speech of
the honorable member for Fortitude Valley,
be must say that he could ‘not congratulate
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him upon the candour, or fairness, or good
taste of it. He would leave it to honorable
members to judge as to the good taste, and to
say if they thought the honorable member
displayed good taste in the remarks he made
as to the manner of his (Mr. Griffith’s) coming
into the House. As to the fairness, he main-
tained that it was most unfair. When he
(Mr. Griffith) said, in the course of his speech,
that he preferred the old tracks, he was allud-
ing to the manner provided by the Standing
Orders for a measure of this kind being intro-
duced as a private measure, and, because he
did that, he was accused by the henorable
member for Fortitude Valley of retrogression.
Now, he did not eall that candour. Then the
honorable member went on to shew what an
abandoned character he (Mr. Griffith) had
become, and the instance that was given was,
that he had ventured to exercise his private
judgment and go against the Married Women’s
Property Bill, because he thought the details
of the measure, whatever the principle might
be, were not suited to the circumstances of the
colony. Then as to the Legal Practitioners
Bill, if he was not in the way of progress on
that question, he thought the honorable mem-
ber could not throw stones at him; and he
did not think he should be accused of want
of progress in that matter beyond the walls
of the House. Now there was nothing else
the honorable member could find to accuse
him of, although that he did not do so, was
certainly not from lack of will. As to giving
grants of land for railways, he had never said
a single word against the prineciple. e
spoke only against the manner and form of
the resolutions, and on that was founded the
singular proceedings they had seen that even-
ing. He would scorn to retaliate with
accusations against the honorable member,
similar to those the honorable member had
made against him, although numberless such
charges would suggest themselves to the
mind of every honorable member.

The SecrETARY For PUBLIc WoORKS said
that the adjournment of the debate having
been moved, he would, if it was fair for him
to do so, take it, in the event of its being
carried, as tantamount to a postponement of
this question till next session ; and he should
do so with the earnest hope that he would
then be able to convince honorable members
more effectively than he had been able to do
this session asg f% the advisableness of carrying
out the policy introduced in those resolutions.
If this was to be the end of the debate, he
hoped it would also be the end of the acerbi-
ties they had witnessed to-night. He hoped
they would not extend beyond the present
evening. He believed that honorable mem-
bers opposite thoroughly understood each
other; and perhaps what had taken place arose
from”their knowing too much of each other.
Now with the best of feeling towards honor-
able members on both sides of the House, he
would acceptlof this as the end of the debate
on this question for the present session, and



Homestead Areas Bill. |22 Avaevust.] Homestead Areas Bill. 993

he hoped that during the recess honorable
members would so qualify themselves by in-
formation on the whole subject, as to be able
to see the wisdom of the policy embodied in
the resolutions, and to discuss them in a
somewhat better spirit.

Mr. Rovps said he hoped the adjournment
of the debate would be agreed to. It was
his intention to vote against the resolutions,
not that he disagreed with them altogether,
as his vote last night proved, and he would
be glad to do the same thing with regard to
other public works, but, he objected to reso-
lutions of this kind being brought in when
the session was ab its last gasp almost. The
resolutions had been on the paper for a long
time, and if the Government had been in real
earnest upon the subject, they might have
been brought forward at an earlier period of
the session.

The question, that the debate be now ad-
journed was then put and passed.

MR. JOHN BOURNE—DALBY RAILWAY
CONTRACT.

Mzr. Roxps moved—

That the Report of the Select Committee on
Mr. John Bourne’s Contract for the Dalby
Railway be now adopted.

The motion was agreed to.





