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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Tuesday, 14 May, 1872. 

Su:pply, 

SUPPLY. 
The CoLONIAL TRE.A.SURER moved-
That the Speaker do now leave the chair, and 

the House resolve itself into a Committee of the 
'Whole, to consider the Supply to be granted to 
Her l\Iajesty for the service of the year 1872. 

Mr. LrLLEY said he had again to repeat, on 
behalf of the Opposition, that there was 
every desire and readiness on their part to 
grant to the Government the Supply they 
had previously offered, either for two months 
or thre~ months, to enable them to carry on 
the bu.smess of the country until the House 
had disposed of the Hedistribution Bill, at 
least. 

The CoLONIAL TRE.A.SURER : At least. 
Mr. LILLEY: At least ; and if that offer 

s~ould b~ accepted., they would find little 
difficulty m afterwards conducting the other 
business of the House. That was the offer 
he now again had to make to the Government, 
so. that they .might be able to go on with the 
Bill to provide for the more full and fair 
representation of the people. If the Govern
ment would consent to accept of that offer, 
there would be no difficulty in goin(J' on with 
other business ; and they might, for"'instance, 
take the Redistribution Bill to-day and to
morrow, and Thursday and Friday. There 
was no other way, that he could see, by which 
the Government could legally or constitution
ally obtain Supply-unless the House were 
to vote the whole of the Estimates in globo. 
There was no other way in which the Govern
ment could obtain Supply either constitution-

ally or legally. Any other way would be 
illegal and unconstitutional. Illegal, because 
they would be pledging the credit of the 
colony without having obtained Supply; and 
unconstitutional, because they would be ex
pendingthemoneyofthe colonywithouthaving 
obtained Supply. The Government were now 
pledging the credit of the country, without 
any authority whatever, and it was as against 
that the Opposition desired to record their 
disapproval. He did not know if the Govern
ment were prepared to accept the offer, but it 
was one which they ought to accept. Now 
the Opposition, he thought, had additional 
reasons, to any they had yet advanced, for 
doubting the sincerity of the Government, 
as to the passing of the Redistribution Bill ; 
if they were to credit the telegrams, in the 
newspapers, by which it appeared that an 
agent of the honorable gentleman at the head 
of the Government, was getting up petitions, 
in Rockhampton, for the withdrawal of the 
I~edistribution Bill, and the voting of the 
remainder of the supplies for the present 
year. If that were true-and he thought 
there was little reason to doubt that the 
movement was owing to the action of the 
honorable member at the head of the Govern
ment, or of some of his supporters, or their 
friends-if that were true, it supplied another 
proof of the insincerity of honorable mem
bers on the Government side of the House, 
as to the passing of the Redistribution Bill. 

Mr. BucHANAN said he objected entirely 
to the suggestion that the Estimates should, 
so to speak, be passed in g1obo. After the 
able speeches that had been delivered on this 
question by honorable members on this side 
of the House, very little, he thought, remained 
to be mid upon it. In fact, it seemed to him 
that nothing remained to be said; but if a 
great deal still remained to be said, it would 
be utterly useless saying it, for, as he be
lieved, if all the orators that ever brPathed 
were to speak on one side, they would have 
no effect upon the Opposition. Believing that, 
he did not expect that anything he might say 
would be likely to convert those honorable 
members. He merely rose, therefore, to deny, 
as emphatically as he could, many of the 
statements that had been made against hon
orable members on the Government side of 
the House. lt had been stated that if the 
House granted supplies, the honorable the 
Premier would then adjourn the House, and 
ignore all further business. Now, he main
tained that such a thing was quite im1Jossible, 
and he would endeavor to shcw how it was so. 
The honorable the Premier was bound to 
introduce and use his best endeavors to carry 
out the programme laid before the country in 
the Governor's Opening Speech. \V ell, the 
Opposition said that they approved of that 
programme, that it was the very one that met 
their views, and that it contained all they 

' wanted. In fact, they said it was their own ; 
and they seemed nettled that they had not 
the kudos of themselves in trod ueing it. Now, 
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if the Opposition wished that programme 
carried out-and the honorable the Premier 
was bound to carry it out-it must be clear 
that the Ministry, backed by the Opposition, 
could carry it out, even assuming that all the 
Ministerial supporters were opposed to it. 
But he denied that the Ministerial supporters 
were opposed to it, as had been repeatedly 
asserted by lwnorable members opposite; 
for, on the contrary, he knew that many hon
orable members who sat on the same side of 
the House as he did, approved of it. Now, 
there was another reason why it must be 
carried out, and that was, that, even assuming 
that the honorable the Premier eould be so 
dishonorable as to take the course it was said 
he would take if the Estimates were passed
and as the honorable the Premier knew that 
he (Mr. Buehanan) believed it was impossible 
that he could be dishonorable, the honorable 
gentleman would excuse him in using the 
term dishonorable in referring to him, in a 
case that was entirely a supposititious one
if the honorable the Premier could be 
so dishonorable as to follow the course 
which hacl been referred to by the Opposition, 
then-and when he said this distinctly for 
himself, he knoir that he also, at the same 
time, spoke for other honorable members who 
sat on the same side of Uw House with him 
-he and ihose honorable members would be 
so disgusted at finding they had been made 
cats' paws of-at ha1ing been made parties to 
such dishonorable proceedings-that they 
would wash their hands of the whole affair; 
though he had heard it said there was 
nothing dishonorable in politics, but he took 
leave to question that. .:He did not mean to 
say, however, that they would go over to the 
ranks of the present Opposition; and that 
would be too much to expect them to do, but 
thPy would wash their hands entirely free 
from politics. At any mte, he should for 
one. It had also been said that the honorable 
the Premier merely took his present stand 
fi.·om motives of personal dignity. Now, he 
denied that such was the case ; and more 
than that, he denied that the honorable gentle
man even took his stand from motives of 
party dignity .• He did nothing of the kind, 
but merely took jthe stund which he ought 
to take in setting his face resolutely ag-ainst 
the establishment of what would be a dan
gerous precedent. The question at issue 
between the two sides of the House, was one 
which, he maintained, involved the principle 
of whether a factious minority should have 
the power to override a majority. The 
Ministry were entitled to get Supply, and 
they had a right to demand the Supply they 
now asked for ; what they asked for now was 
over-due Supply. Not the Supply that would 
fall in ordinary course to be voted this year 
for n£'xb year; but the Supply that ought to 
have been voted last year for this year. The 
honorable the Premier was bound to get 
supplies, and if the House refused to give him 
Supply he ought to leave the Treasury benches. 

Their occupation would be gone, and they 
should resign. But supplies were not refused 
by a majority. The majority of honorable 
members wished to grant the Govern
ment the supplies they asked for, but were · 
obstructed by a factious and fractious min
ority. They had heard a great deal about 
the party on the Government side of the 
House, who formed the majority, being really 
a minority, on the ground that the consti
tuencies represented by the minority con
tained a larger number of the population than 
the constituencies represented bythe majority. 
Now, he maintained that that had nothing to 
do with the question, for honorable members 
on the Government side were as constitution
ally members ·of the House as honorable 
members on the Opposition side of the 
House were. They had, as well as honorable 
members opposite, gone to the country, and 
were returned agreeably to the provisions of 
the Constitution Act; and therefore, when 

" they came into that House, they had nothing 
whatever to do with how many of the popu
lation one member represented, or how many 
another honorable member represented. .All 
they had to do with was this, that they had 
been elected under the constitution to legis
late for the whole colony as best they could. 
If such a principle as honorable members 
opposite contended for were admitted-that 
members were to be rated according to the 
numbers of the population they represented, 
what, he would ask, would be the effect of 
the application of that principle to the House 
of Commons ? It would be this, that the 
few members representing London, with its 
four millions of a population, together with 
the members for ]I,:Ianehester and Glasgow, 
could insist upon governing the country. 
They could go into the House of Commons, 
and say to the other members-" You repre
sent so few of the population, as compared 
with the number we represent, that we claim, 
though a minority, to control the majority in 
the House." To admit the principle horror
able members opposite were contending for 
would be to yield to mob law. Now, honor
able members on the Government side of the 
House held that they were in duty bound to 
resist the establishment of a precedent that 
might lead to such a result. They were there 
as a constitutional majority to legislate for 
the whole of the colony of Queensland, and 
not for certain districts of it. Honorable 
members were not there as deputies or dele
gates for districts, or as aldermen in a Muni
cipal Council, to represent particular wards ; 
but they were to represent and to legislate for 
the whole of Queensland. The only way in 
which they could be otherwise regarded was 
to this extent, that they were expected to be 
better informed as to the local wants of the 
districts they respectively represented than 
other honorable members were or could be 
expected to be. Then, again, they were 
asked, what was to be the end of all this P 
and he was sure that all thinking men, not 
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only inside the House, but outside of it also, 
must have asked themselves that question. 
Now, he maintained that there could be no. 
end to it, unless this factions minority con
fined themselves to fair debating, and to be 
governed by the rules of parliamentary go-

. vernment, as to majorities being entitled to 
rule; or unless the majority, with the horror
able the Premier at their head, consented to 
yield to a state of anarchy, and so throw 
everything to the winds. He was perfectly 
certain that the Crown would never allow 
such a precedent to be established in this 
colony as that a large constitutional majority 
should be overridden by a factious minority. 
If the question at issue should be referred 
to the Home Crown, as he thought it 
probably would be, the Home authorities, 
he felt, could not do otherwise than commend 
the MinistrY. for the stand they had taken 
against formmg so dangerous a precedent as 
their giving way to the minori~y would be. 
It was true that Queensland was only a small 
corner of the British Empire, but still it was 
a corner; and whatever precedent was es
tablished here might be followed in a larger 
colony, and then in a still larger, till eventually 
it extended to the Empire itself. They had 
also been told that, if the minority were not 
to have their way-that was, if they were 
not to be allowed to govern, he supposed
they might as well stay at home ; they should 
just let the elections take place, and allow 
whatever partl obtained the majority to 
legislate as it hked ; tha~, in fact, they might 
as well toss up, and let whoever won go in 
and do all the business of legislation. Now, 
that argument was a piece of the most specious 
special pleading that he could ever have im
agined to be put forth, and he was particularly 
astonished to hear it come from the honorable 
member at the head of the Opposition. They 
had also been told that all great measures 
had always been brought about by minori
ties, and the Reform Bill was mentioned 
as an instance ; but the honorable member 
who made that statement, knew perfectly 
well that no obstruction to supplies was 
offered by the minority to enforce the passing 
of the Reform Bill. They simply debated, 
and debated legitimately, and continued so to 
debate until they carried their point. But 
the same honorable member who referred to 
the case of the Reform Bill, very well knew 
that the proceedings in connection with the 
passing of it, furnished no precedent for the 
course pursued by the minority on the present 
occasion, for he afterwards said that they had 
not a precedent, and that, as they had not 
one, they should make one. "Let us," said 
the youngest member in the House, "let us 
make a precedent. Let us establish a pre
cedent if we have not one." Now that, he 
must say, seemed to him to be the greatest 
piece of political conceit that anyone could be 
guilty of. Here they were in this colony, 
with a population of only about one-thirtieth 
of the population of the city of London. He 

did not know how the pari·shes of London 
were divided, but here, probably, they had 
not in the whole colony the population of a 
single parish of the city of London, and yet 
they had their Governor, their judges, their 
Supreme Court, their Upper House- the 
Lords he supposed-their Lower Rous~, with 
all the pomp and state and paraphernalia of a 
kingdom; and yet they were not content with 
that, but must, forsooth, establish a precedent 
for the whole of the British Empire. Was 
the proposition not monstrously absurd? He 
had said more than he intended to say when 
he rose ; indeed he thought he had, perhaps, 
made rather a long speech, but the gist of 
what he said was, that it was useless to try 
and convince the Opposition that they were 
wrong, that the honorable the Premier was 
perfectly right in taking the position he had 
taken, and tha~ he should insist upon main
taining it; that it was from no motive of 
personal or party dignity the honorable gen
tleman took the stand he had taken, and that 
the Government were right in the course 
they were pursuing, and he trusted they would 
continue to follow that course. He had only 
further to repeat that he entirely objected to 
Supply being granted in globo. 

Mr. KING said he did not at all wonder at 
the position taken up by the Opposition, . 
when he had before him the fact that honorable 
members opposite represented only about nine 
hundred of the population, while honorable 
members on the Opposition side of the House 
represented about nine thousand. Now it 
seemed to him that it would only be right 
and proper for the honorable member to 
balance according to that standard the weight 
of representation, as between the majority 
and the minority. Of course, the honorable 
member for the W arrego could not expect 
honorable members on the Opposition side 
of the House to take the same view of the 
question as the honorable member himself 
did. He could not expect that the people 
of East Moreton and the coast districts 
would submit to be governed by a few 
hundreds in the other districts. The honor
able member was very great upon the 
constitutional position of the question ; but 
he and other honorable members on the Go
vernment side of the Rouse did not take the 
same view for themselves of the constitution, 
as they wished honorablo members on the 
Opposition side to take of it. They were 
always asking honorable members on this side 
of the House to be strictly guided by the 
constitution, while they themselves had no 
hesitation in violating it. They had no objec
tion, for instance, to the violation of the con
stitution by the adjournment and dissolution 
of the House last year; but those honorable 
members objected to the course the Opposi
tion had taken in consequence of that dissolu
tion, and that, on the ground, as they alleged, 
that it was unconstitutional. What the 
honorable member stated as to the Reform 
Bill, hardly bore out the interpretation he 
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put upon the proceedings in connection with 
the passing of that measure. The honorable 
member stated that because the minority whci 
were in favor of the passing of the Reform 
Bill did not obstruct the business of the 
House of Commons, the Opposition should 
not obstruct business because they could not 
get reform, here. But he would remind the 
honorable member, that if the minority in the 
House, who represented the wishes of the 
majority of the people,' did not obstruct the 
majority in going on with the other business 
of the House, the people outside were in such a 
state of agitation on the subject that it was 
acknowledged, by the most eminent authori
ties, that the passing of the Reform Bill of 
1830 was absolutely necessary, in order 
to save the country from a revolution. 
A similar state of things existed in 
Ireland at the time the Catholic Emanci
pation Bill was before Parliament. And so 
great was the agitation throughout Ireland 
before it was passed, that there were 25,000 
troops stationed throughout the country to 
prevent an insurrection taking place. In 
both those cases, the majority of the people 
brought a pressure to bear upon the majority 
in the House, in favor of the views advocated 
by the minority, which were their views ; 
and so were the views of the minority here, 
the views of the majority of the people. 
Now, if they took the more constitutional 
way of fighting their battles in the House 
here, instead of leaving it to the people out
side to fight them, that, he thought, could not 
be held to be a matter of reproach against the 
minority. But if they had to fight for their 
rights, as in the case of the Reform Bill and 
the Catholic Emancipation Bill, it would only 
be a question of time, and they would fight 
it out to the end; and it was certain that in 
the end the Government must give way. 
There was one part of the speech of the 
honorable member for the W arrego, which 
he was sorry to hear; and that was, the 
allusion which the honorable member made 
to the power of the Urown in a case of this 
kind. Now, he believed it was unconstitu
tional in any question of dispute between 
parties in the House, to hold out a menace of 
referring to the Crown. 

The CoLoNIAL TuEASURER said he thought 
the honorable member was misstating what 
was saicl by the honorable member foe the 
W arrego. The honorable member did not 
use the word " Crown " as referring to the 
Hepresentative of Her Majesty in this colony. 
What he said was, that if the question was 
referred to the Home Crown, the position 
taken by the Government and the majority 
of the House would be supported by the 
Home authorities. 

Mr. KING: Well, he considered that the 
honorable member for theW arrego, in making 
the allusion he did, was only following the 
practice of his party, by trusting to the 
power of the Crown in refusing the just 
rights of the people. He was sorry to think 

that this country had experienced to far too 
great an extent, the evils that arose from the 
exercise of the power of the Crown. It was 
through it that such large benefits had been 
conferred upon the Crown tenants in this 
colony that they had not only the possession 
of the lands of the colony but had the power 
of legislating both for themselves and for the 
colony. It was by it they were in the posi
tion of being, in a sense, their own landlords 
while tenants of the Crown. Those honorable 
gentlemen who were so reluctant to grant any 
extension of rights to the people, did not 
hesitate to avail themselves of anything they 
could obtain by back-stairs influence at Go
vernment House. Now, he was confident 
of this, that if this case was referred home 
-when this dead-lock came, as it must 
come, before the notice of not only the 
Home Crown, and the constitutional advisers 
of the Crown in such matters, but when it 
came before the people of England, and 
when it was discovered by them that in 
this colony a class of Crown tenants, for the 
purpose of resisting the demands of the 
people for possession of the land, had secured, 
by underhand means, the Government of the 
country ; and by the use of a former Represen
tative of the Crown, had obtained an uncon
stitutional dissolution, and were, -in conse
quence, able to secure a majority-a majority 
they could not get if they went to the 
country at the present time-when those 
circumstances came to be discussed, not in 
whole and corner meetings, but in the columns 
of the English papers-those gentlemen 
would be certain to receive the severest 
condemnation, not only from the Imperial 
authorities, for they had got that already, but 
from the whole of the people of England. 
The honorable member had also said that it 
was the rule observed in all cases at home
that the minority gave way to the majority. 
Now, he denied that such was the case, for a 
minority in the English House had succeeded 
in overturning a temporary majority in the 
House, but whose sympaihies were not with 
the majority of the people outside. The 
honorable member was also extremely in
dignant about the suggestion of making 
precedents ; but he overlooked the fact that 
they had begun to do so already, and that 
was in the case of the unconstitutional disso
lution which the Government obtained for 
themselves, and, of course, for the party by 
whom they were now supported. But there 
was another precedent which had been made 
in Australia-he did not say in Queensland
though it was carried out in its full application 
in this colony. The hononable member had 
stated what was the size of Queensland. 
Now, there had been created a precedent 
by which the vast area of this colony 
should be given to the pastoral tenants of 
the Crown, for their occupation. But he 
did not believe there were two hundred 
separate individuals, independently interested 
in the leases of Crown lands, at the 



208 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

present time. For the sake of argument, say 
there were four hundred. Now, he would 
ask, was there any precedent for such a state 
of things as that P If so, where did they find 
it P Was it to be found in Englancl? Was 
it to be found in America? \V as it to be 
found on the continent of Europe P If not, 
let honorable members on the Government 
side of the House say where it was to be 
found. If they could not, then they must 
admit that they had made a precedent for 
themselves, and they could not therefore lay 
the blame of beginning to make precedents 
on the Opposition side of the House. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER : All the land 
was not occupied. 

Mr. KING: Perhaps not. There were a few 
mountains and rocks and swamps that were 
not locked up, but that was all ; and if horror
able members opposite thought those lands 
were suitable for agricultural purposes, and 
if they desired to enter upon agricultural 
pursuits, why did they not take them up P 
There was another precedent the Government 
had set, and one which was not upheld by the 
Opposition side of the House. '!'hey saw by 
the northern papers that had come down
papers that were supported by the Govern
ment party, and subsidised by them-that in 
order to produce a pressure in the North, the 
Government had refused to expend any more 
of the money that had been voted for the 
construction of public works in that quarter. 
There was a sum of £6,000 for a bridge over 
the Dawson, and another sum of £4,000 for 
certain public works at Rockhampton, voted 
last session ; but though those money5, which 
were voted last session, were now in the 
hands of the Government for expenditure, the 
Government had ceased to go on with those 
works, and that for the purpose of bringing 
a pressure to bear on the people in that 
quarter. Now, he would ask, if the Govern
ment, having in their hands sums of money 
for ;the [construction of certain works, chose 
to retain that money in the Treasury, and to 
discharge the people who had been employed 
upon those works, did not establish a prece
dent, and that a precedent in opposition to the 
declared purpose of Parliament, when the 
House voted the money for those works ? 

Mr. MoREHEAD said they had just listened 
to the usual tirade of words from the horror
able member for Wide Bay. That honorable 
member, as was well known, was largely con
nected with mining, and had hitherto almost 
confined his remarks to mining matters and 
others connected with the gold fields. But 
since this question of Supply came before the 
House he seemed to have struck upon a new 
lead. He had left the old lead, and that was, 
perhaps, because he had found that the old 
lead was worked out. Then again, they 
had the honorable member for Fortitude 
Valley, who had repeated the speech he 
made, at the beginning of the session, 
about offering the Government two or three 
months' supply to enable them tq go on with 

other business. Now, he would repeat what 
he stated on a former occasion, that the 
honorable member had thrown the proposal 
of a three months' supply at the head of the 
majority in the House, as he would throw 
a bone to a dog. Then, the honorable mem
ber went on to speak about the telegrams in 
the Brisbane Courier, and said that it was 
evident by them that the Government wire
pullers were at work to have a pressure put 
upon the people in 'the North. Now, he 
would ask, if anyone would place confidence 
in telegrams that were filtered through such 
a medium before they came before the public ? 
Could they have any confidenr.e in telegrams 
that were published in the Brisbane Courier? 
-a mendacious paper, that was edited by a 
mendacious man. The honorable member 
for Wide Bay went on with his usual diatribe 
-he believed that was a word that had been 
brought into use, lately, to describe a certain 
class of speeches-to speak about what he 
called a fraudulent dissolution ; and he also 
talked about the agitation that prevailed in 
England respecting the passing of the 1\eform 
BilL . Now, he, for his part, thought that 
that was about the most unfortunate reference 
the honorable member could have made. If he 
recollected aright, the minority on the Reform 
Bill question went on fairly debating and 
debating till they gained their point. But 
they did not find that such was the course of 
action on the part of the minority here, in 
this case ; on the contrary, they found that 
the minority, not contented with hurling all 
kinds of abuse at the head of the Govern
ment, resorted to the calling of mass meetings, 
in Brisbane, for the purpose of getting up 
public demonstrations in their favor. In 
this city, the honorable members for Bris
bane, and the honorable members for East 
J\!Ioreton, could call their constituents to
gether and incite them to rally round them 
in the course they were pursuing ; but he 
and other honorable members, who repre
sented distant constituencies,. had not the 
opportunity of doing so. If they could do 
so, perhaps they would be able to shew the 
existence of a different state of feeling 
throughout the colony from what honorable 
members on the Opposition side of the House 
represented to be the public feeling on this 
question--

Mr. LILLEY: \Vith sixteen supporters. 
J\fr. MoREHEAD: Yes, he had sixteen sup

porters, and a great many more than sixteen 
supporters. Now, it appeared to him that 
the opinion held by honorable members on 
the Opposition side of the House respecting 
honorable members on the Government side 
of the House was this-that they were a set 
of liars and scoundrels, and that, though they 
promised io do a certain thing, if it after
wards suited their purpose, they would turn 
round and would not do it. He thought that 
if honorable members opposite would only 
reconsider much of what they had said, 
they would not be so harsh in the expressions 
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they used towards honorable members on the 
Government side of the House. The horror
able member for Fortitude V alley had charged 
honorable members on the Government side 
of the House with being blind followers of 
the Government. Now, he thought the 
honorable member must be convinced in his 
own mind that, in saying so, he spoke some
whai; recklessly ; and he could assure the 
honorable member, if it was necessary for 
him to do .so, that he (Mr. Morehead) was 
not a blind follower of the present Ministry. 
He could tell the honorable member that he 
and some other honorable members who sat 
on the same side of the House with him had, 
on several occasions, divided against the Go
vernment. That being the case, he and 
other honorable members on the Government 
side of the House most certainly could not be 
spoken of as blind followers of the Government. 
The character of blind followers, or servile 
followers of the Government, could not there
fore be applied to himself and other honorable 
members who sat on the same side with him. 
The other night, the honorable member for 
East Moreton, Mr. Griffith, said that if they 
had no precedent here, they should form a 
precedent. Now, he took the words down at 
the time the honorable member used them, 
and what he said was this-" Supposing there 
is no precedent, we will make a precedent." 
That is, "we" -the youngest member in the 
House, will make a precedent. A second 
Daniel come to judgment! "We"-the 
youngest member of the House-" will make 
a precedent"; and the precedent which the hon
orable member would make was one at which 
no doubt the civilised world would grow pale. 
Now, it was rather strange that this honor
able member-this youngest member of the 
House-should come forward and say-" we" 
will make a precedent. What did that honor
able member care for a Channing or for a 
Fox P Why, nothing. But " we"- the 
honorablemember for J£ast 1foreton, and the 
youngest member in the House-" will come 
and make a precedent for the House to fol
low in all time coming." However, he (Mr. 
JI..Iorehead) did not think that the precedent 
which the honorable member would establish 
would be able to stand before the practice of 
the illustrious dead. Then, they had the 
honorable member for Wide Bay, who pro
ceeded to speak about the whole of the lands 
in the country that were available for agri
cultural purposes being locked up. But 
that honorable member knew as well as 
he did, that there were millions of acres 
of land, suitable for agricultural purposes, 
open to the public ; and that he had 
only to go and make a tender for a run, to the 
Minister for Lands, and he would find that it 
would be accepted. Now, such statements 
as those might serve to sway and embarrass 
the unthinking portion of the public, but they 
would not at all influence reasonable and 
thinking men. Men who were not subject to 
fits of enthusiasm would not allow themselves 

to be carried away by vague assertions, that 
there were no lands in the colony fit for 
the purposes of settlement and cultivation 
open to selection or purchase. As to the 
question they were fighting for, it was not 
the one, he maintained, which the minority 
sought to represent it to be. What they 
were fighting for was, as to whether a 
majority in the House should rule or not, or 
whether a minority should rule over a 
majority; and that was a high constitutional 
point-one well worth fighting for, and one 
upon which h&J would never give in till it was 
established that the majority had indisputably 
the right to rule. He would maintain the 
right of the majority ~o rule in Parliament, so 
long as they had parliamentary government ; 
and the right of a Government having a 
majority in Parliament, to have Supply 
granted to them, and not to be coerced 
by the minority, which, according to the 
principles of parliamentary government, had 
no right to rule over the majority. 

Mr. FERRETT said that before this question 
was decided, he wished to say a fe>v words 
upon it. He should not have risen to speak 
on the question at this time, but he believed 
he was one of the first members elected to 
the Queensland Parliament. Now, he took 
a great deal of pains to ascertain at that time 
what really was constitutional law; and he 
VI as pretty well tutored in it by his honorable 
friend, the leader of the Opposition; and on 
many occasions, at that time, did they fight 
together in support of the rights and liberties 
of the subject, as well as for constitutional 
rights. He thought it would be found by the 
records of the House at that time, that his 
name appeared in many division lists with that 
of the honorable member for Fortitude Valley, 
where it was maintained that a minority had a 
right to obstruct amajority; but the case a I; that 
time was quite different from the one now 
before the House. The case at that time was
and it was under the tuition of the honorable 
member for Fortitude Valley that he sup
ported the minority-the case at that time 
was, that a minority had a right to obstruct 
a majority in the House, when they knew 
that the majority of members was with them 
-but not all in the House. The minority in 
such a case, he was told, had a right to 
obstruct the majority, until they got all 
their supporters in the House. That was 
the position of the question when he went 
with the honorable member. On no other 
ground had a minority any right to obstruct 
a majority. The constitutional principle was, 
that the minority in certain cases had a right 
to obstruct a majority for the purpose of 
gaining time, so that the minority might 
assemble their forces in the House before the 
question under debate was brought to a 
division. He never attempted to trouble the 
House with long speeches-he might say 
with useless talk, such as he was often 
obliged to listen to in that House from the 
honor~ble member for Wide Bay, especially, 
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when he went into pers~nal abuse, and other 
matters quite foreign to the question before 
the House, as he had done to-night, and 
every night since this question arose. He 
had come there as a squatter, but the honor
able member had no right to abuse him for 
that any more than he (Mr. Ferrett) had a 
right to abuse him for CQming there as a 
miner, or the representative ' of miners. 
Because he backed up the Ministry on this 
occasion, he, as well as other honorable mem
bers on the same side of the House, were 
accused of dishonesty; and that was because 
honorable members opposite imagined that 
the Government would not carry out their 
promises, and that, of course, their supporters 
would go with them. But the charge had 
no other foundation than in the imaginations 
of those who made it. He was not one who 
possessed a glib tongue, but he wished to 
shew what he was by his actions rather than 
by any talking powers ; and he could tell 
honorable members opposite that he was not 
to be put down by anyone who was chiefly 
remarkable because he had a glib tongue. 
He could assure the House that the people 
of the colony were beginning to distinguish 
between those who talked so much and those 
who did something for the good of the 
country ; and it was the honorable members 
on the Government side of the House who, 
he maintained, were doing good at the pre
sent time for the country, and had done good 
for the country ever since they had had a 
seat in the House, in supporting the present 
Government. It was not his place, he was 
aware, to lecture honorable members opposite 
as to the course they should pursue on this 
occasion ; but he could tell them that their 
practice and their law were both consti
tutionally wrong. In the first place, they 
were constitutionally wrong in principle, for 
they had no right to obstruct a majority 
in the House, unless they knew they had a 
majority by including members who were 
not in the House, and by whose support they 
would be able, when they reached the House, 
to carry the day on some important question 
that might be under discussion by the House. 
The question properly before the House at 
the present time was, as he understood it, as 
to the granting of the supplies that ought to 
have been voted last session, but which were 
not granted because, as honorable members 
opposite said at the time, they would keep 
back Supply till the Government brought in 
a Redistribution Bill. Well, the Government 
had brought in the Bill, as they promised 
last session they would do, and now they asked 
that the Opposition should, on their part, 
fulfil their promise to vote the remainder of 
the supplies when the Redistribution Bill was 
brought in. The Opposition offered to vote 
two months' supply, or to vote the remainder 
of the Estimates in ,r;lobo. Now he objected 
to the Estimates being voted in globo ; and it 
was one of the constitutional principles in the 
British Parliament that the Estimates should 

not be voted in globo ; and therefore he, for 
one, would never consent to the Estimates 
being voted in globo, as the Opposition pro
posed should be done. He could tell those 
honorable members that the public were 
becoming disgusted with their conduct ; they 
were beginning to see pretty well what they 
were, through the missionaries or delegates, 
or whatever else they might be called, that 
they were now sending throughout the 
country, in order to work out their petty 
paltry schemes. He could tell those ho
norable members that he was pretty well 
informed as to what they were doing 
throughout the country ; and he could tell 
them also that the people were beginning 
to lose faith in them, and in their great 
speeches, for they could not see what they 
actually wanted. The people could not un
derstand them, or see what they were driving 
at. If the Opposition were to succeed in 
~aining the Treasury benches, he was positive 
of this fact, that they would not be able to 
keep possession of them for more than four 
or five months. He could have said a great 
deal more, but the:honorable member for the 
W arrego had so ably addressed the House on 
many matters that he would have alluded to, 
that he would not now longer occupy the 
time of the House than to state that he fully 
agreed in all that had been so well said by 
that honorable member. 

Dr. O'DoHERTY said that one or two ob
servations had been made by honorable mem
bers on the Government side of the House 
which he thought should not be allowed to 
pass without contradiction from the Opposi
tion side of the House. The honorable mem
ber for the Mitchell had charged honorable 
members on the Opposition side of the House 
as having no other idea of honorable members 
on the Government side of the House than 
that they were liars and scoundrels. Now, 
he must object, in the most emphatic terms, 
to any such opinion being imputed to horror· 
able members on the Opposition side of the 
House with respect to honorable members on 
the Government side of the House ; and he 
could not allow the charge that had been 
made by the honorable member for the Mit
chell to go forth to the world without giving 
it the most positive contradiction. There had 
been no expression or word used in his hear
ing by any honorable member on his side of 
the House that would for a moment be thought 
capable of bearing such a construction as the 
honorable member for the Mitchell had, for 
some purpose or other, sought to make the 
House believe had been made use of. Hon
orable members on the Opposition side of 
the House had, during the last week or 
fortnight, explained, in as plain and mode
rate language as it was possible to use, 
he thought, the object they had in view in 
taking the stand they had taken ; and he 
would appeal to the honorable member for 
the Warrego when he (Dr. O'Doherty) said 
that the reasons that had induced the Oppo· 
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sition to take their present stand had been put 
before the House as plainly as they could be. 
That· honorable member took exception to the 
position they had taken up, because honorable 
members on the Opposition side of the House 
distrusted the Government carrying oul;
after they had obtained Supply-the pro
gramme which they said they would carry 
out. Now, his simple answer to that 
was this-and he believed it was an answer 
in which he would be backed up by every 
honorable member on this side of the House 
-that the honorable member for the M itchell, 
and the honorable member for the W arrego, 
had not been long enough in the House to see 
what the effect of passing Supply invariably 
was. He had been now for some years in the 
House, though he still accounted himself a 
young member of the House ; and he must 
say that beyond all cloubt, when once Supply 
was passed by the House, it was hopeless to 
expect that any other important measures 
would be discussed in it. That was the 
invariable experience of everyone who had 
been a member of the House for some time. 
The withholding of Supply was the only means 
by which they could expect to get the Govern
ment to deal with any important measures ; 
and he would repeat it again and again, that 
Supply being once granted it was utterly hope
less to expect that any important measures 
would be discussed in the House during the re
mainder of the session. Now, in coming to the 
decision they had come to, he utterly denied 
that the conduct of the Opposition was capable 
of bearing the construction put on it by the 
honorable member for the W arrego and the 
honorable member for the l\'Iitchell. 'l'he 
Opposition did not at all wish to stigmatise 
those honorable members, or other honorable 
members who sat on the Government side of 
the House, as either liars or scoundrds, or 
anything of the kind. He thought it was 
a most unfair statemc-ut to be made in the 
House, especially by the honorable member 
for the W arrego, as well as by the honorable 
member for the l\'Iitchell. It was most unfair 
of those honorable members to make state
ments which they knew were without a particle 
of foundation. He had, over and over again, 
stated that, as an individual member of the 
House, he looked upon this crisis with the 
greatest possible gravity. To suppose that he 
would, for one second, sit there and obstruct 
the business of the country because honorable 
members on the other side of the House were 
liars and scoundrels, was too absurd to be 
thought of. He took the position he did with 
other honorable members on the same side of 
the House, from regarding it as a sacred duty 
to his constituents to do so. It was, he main
tained, urgently necessary," in view of the vast 
increase ofnewinterestsin this colony, that they 
shouldhaveincreasedrepresentation. Hecould 
appeal to several honorable members on the 
Opposition side of the House, especially to the 
honorable members for East Moreton, to say 
that there were interests which had sprung up 

in the colony during the last few years that 
urgently required representation in the 
House ; and before the House proceeded to 
deal with other important measures, they 
should insist upon providing additional repre
sentation for those and other interests. 'l'he 
conduct of the Opposition had been spoken of 
by the honorable member for the W arrego, 
and in the most emphatic manner, as being 
the action of a factious minority. Now, he 
maintained that there was nothing in the 
conduct of the Opposition to justify the hon
m·able member in calling it the action of a 
factious minority. To say so was as absurd 
as to speak of the Opposition regarding hon
orable members on the Government side of 
the House as liars and scoundrels. What 
they did, as representatives in that House, 
for the interests of the country, and at the 
urgent demand of their constituents, could 
not be called factious. \Vhcn the honorable 
member stoocl forward and accused the Oppo
sition of being a: factious minority, could he 
prove that they were the representatives of a 
minority of the inhabitants of the country P 
If not, then he had no right, and especially as 
the representaii ve of the smallest constitu
ency in the colony, to stand forward and 
make so gross a charge against honorable 
members on the Opposition side of the House. 
He (Dr. O'Doherty) claimed to be influenced 
by as high a fce~ing as the honorable member; 
and when he smd so, he gave that honorable 
member the fullest credit for being influenced 
by as high feelings as any other honorable 
member in the House ; but he claimed to be 
influenced by as good a feeling towards the 
constituency he represented, as the honorable 
member did towards his own constituency; 
and he must disclaim such statements as had 
been made by the honorable member towards 
honorable members on the Opposition side of 
the House. Now, he wished most sincerely 
that his voice could reach the constituencies 
of the majority ; for he believed that it 
was they who were the real obstructionists 
to the progress of the country. He could not 
conceive of any great constitutional principle 
that could be said, even remotely, to be 
involved in this question. The Government 
asked for Supply, and they were offered three 
months' supply; and what the Opposition 
wanted, on the other hand, was that those 
measures should be discussed, for which the 
House was adjourned three or four months 
ago. The Government knew that that was 
the object of the Opposition, and that they 
did not ask for any other. But they refused 
to accept the Supply offered to them, and also 
refused to discuss the measures he referred 
to. Now, he utterly denied that the Govern· 
ment, or any of their supporters, had the 
slightest ground for saying that the Opposi
tion had any other ground than that. They 
required the Additional Representation Bill, 
the measure which the Government brought 
in, to be discussed in the House ; and this 
guarantee of two or three months' supply wa1il 
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the only tie by which they could hold 
them to their promise. He therefore main
tained that there was no constitutional 
principle involved in the question, as the 
honorable member for the \Varrego sought to 
maintain; though there might be some little 
question involved in it as to the Govern
ment yielding on account of the hasty declar
ation made by t!te honorable the Colonial 
Secretary at the commencement of the session. 
To his mind, the only question involved in it 
was that the honorable the Colonial Secretary 
-in a spirit which, to his mind, was far other 
than what should be in an honorable member 
at the head of a House such as that-came 
forward and said he would insist upon 
Supply being granted as he thought proper. 
Now, there could be no great constitutional 
principle, he thought, involved in that. The 
honorable the Colonial Secretary insisted 
that he must have his supplies granted in 
his own way. Now, he (Dr. O'Doherty) 
would say, in answer to that, that,· as an 
independent member of the House, his duty 
to his constituents was to watch and see that 
their interests were attended to before Supply 
was granted. He maintained that the horror
able the Colonial Secretary had no right to 
demand Supply in his own way, and it would 
only be a graceful act on the part of the 
honorable gentleman to yield in favor of 
the reasonable offer that had been made by 
the Opposition side of the House. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS said 
that the statements which had been made 
again and again by the honorable member 
who had just sat down, and by other honor
able members opposite, would have some 
weight with honorable members on the Go
vernment side of the House, if they were 
correct; but they could have no weight with 
them, as they were not correct. When those 
honorable members who made those state
ments wished to palm off on the country that 
their reasons for withholding Supply was to 
have a hold on the Government, that they 
should carry out the measures that were 
promised in the Governor's Speech, they were 
only deluding themselves and the country by 
making such utterances. The Government 
were not asking Supply for next year. What 
they asked for was the Supply for this year, 
which should have been granted last year. 
They only asked now for the Supply which 
they had a right to get last session. 

HoNORABLE MEMBERS on the Opposition 
side: Hear, hear. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WORKS : He 
might state that when great truths were being 
uttered by honorable members on this side 
of the House-truths which honorable mem
bers opposite felt it was not desirable should 
be known by the country, and which they 
knew would not appear in the columns of the 
Courier-those honorable members invariably 
endeavored to drown the voice of the speaker. 
Now, he maintained that the House had 
already committed itself to the Supply 

required for this year. By granting, last ses
sion, what was equal to four months' supply, 
for the service of this year, they committed 
themselves to the whole course of expenditure, 
as intended by the Government. The sup
plies for this year were not those respecting 
the expenditure of which honorable members 
opposite should now question the Government; 
for, in granting Supply, last session, for four 
months of this year, they practically expressed 
their acquiescence in the whole of the pro
posed expenditure of the Government for this 
year, and they knew it; and not only did they 
do that, but honorable members opposite now 
proposed to give the Government l:lupply for 
other three or four months longer. Now, 
upon those grounds they had forfeited their 
right to question the expenditure for this 
year, and they knew it. vVas there, he would 
ask, one honorable member on the opposite 
side of the House, who could step forward 
and, question the right of the Government to 
pay the salaries of the civil servants for the 
remainder of the present year at the rate they 
had been paid, after they had granted 
the Government four months' supply to 
enable them to pay those salaries ? and now 
the Oppo~ition were urging the Government 
to take supplies for three months more with
out questioning them as to how it would be 
expended. \Vhat honorable members oppo
site were trying to do, was, to foist upon the 
public that the ground which it was necessary 
for them to take, at the present time, was to 
stop Supply for 1872, in order to secure the 
passing of certain measures. Now, he main
tained that it was beyond their province to 
attempt to do anything of the kind ; for they 
had already committed themselves to Supply 
for 1872, and the Government had now a 
right to demand it. Honorable members 
opposite had virtually granted Supply for the 
whole of the present year by their conceding 
four mouths' supply without question last ses
sion, and urging the Government to take other 
three months' supply now. As to their power 
of questioning the Government about the ex
penditure of the Supply that was voted last 
session, he defied any honorable member oppo
site to step forward and question the Govern
ment as to the expenditure of any one of the 
items. On a previous occasion he formally 
challenged honorable members opposite to do 
so; and he then pointed out or:e or two items 
in the Estimates that he himself would object 
to. But those honorablo members had de
parted from that right, and that great public 
duty of theirs, in order that they might carry 
on their party warfare. Now, for what were 
they demanding the stoppage of supplies
or only to dole out Supply to the Government 
from time to time? vV as it to secure the 
passing of measures during the present ses
sion, which they had promised the public to 
have passed, or to secure the passing of 
measures which they had wrung from the 
Government ? It was for neither of those 
purposes, hut for the purpose of securing 
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the passing of certain measures which the 
Government themselves had promised to pass. 
Measures which, last session, they endeavored 
to frustrate the passage of, were the Gold Duty 
Abolition Dill, the Gold Fields Dill, and the 
Redistribution Bill. What right had those 
honorable members to appeal to the Home 
and the country in their present position ? 
Who first mooted the question, in the cham
ber, that the people required more repre
sentatives ? His honorable friend the Pre
mier. 

HoNoR.A.DLE J\t!:E:-.rBERs of the Opposition : 
No, no. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \V ORKS : \Vho 
first thought of it, who first introduced it, 
with any intention to carry it into effect ? 
His honorable friend the Premier. \Vhat 
was the cry made to the country on the last 
dissolution, and during the general election ? 
It was not at all about the Representation 
Bill; it was the railway cry. 

HoNORABLE ME~InEns of the Opposition : 
No, no. 

Jl.fr. FYFE : Hear, hear. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \V ORKS : Look 

at the burden of their addresses ; look at 
their speeches ;-and it would be found that 
the great "'ant of the southern men, and of 
some northern men, was the railway, with 
those other matters of progress which they 
had indicated for public expenditure. There 
could be no question that that was the cry 
whichhonorable members opposite had forced 
the Government to go to the country upon. 
And what was the consequence ? 1'he Go
vernment came back to the House stronger 
than ever. The honorable member for Hock· 
hampton was more candid than other honor
·able members sitting on the same side, and 
he said, Yes : he knew that the cry the 
Opposition went to the country upon was, 
the railway, and that many of the Opposition 
would not have been returned had they not 
gone in for the southern extension from 
Ips1yich to Brisbane. They found that that 
did not suit their little game, no\Y; and they 
cried out for what the Premier was the first 
to introduce to the chamber, and that was 
what they were stopping the supplies for. 
Did the honorable member for Fortitude 
V alley ever introduce such a Bilf as the one 
now on the table of the House ? Did he 
ever bring before them such a comprehensive 
measure P Did he ever introduce a Bill, at 
all-- P 

JI.Ir. KING and Mr. LILLEY : Yes. 
'l'he SEcimTARY FOR PuBLIC \VonKs: Hon

orable membc>rs said, "Yes" ; but they might 
allow him to finish his sentence. Did the 
honorable member for Fortitude Valley ever 
introcluce a Bill that he was not glad to 
withdraw ? \Yhcn he (the Secretary for 
\Vorks) sat in opposition, he charged that 
honorable member in the same way as he 
charged him now, that those very measures 
which had been introduced by him professedly 
for the benefit of the people he was the first 

to withdraw, when he could get the oppor
tunity. 

Mr. LILLEY: No. 
The SEcRETARY FOR PUBLIC WoRKS : He 

had been looking through " Hansard," and 
he would prove what he said. Where was. 
the honorable member's Increased l{epresen
tation Dill P 

An HoNOR.A.BLE MEMBER: The two-thirds 
clause. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WoRKS: Yes. 
He believed no honorable member regretted 
the passing of that 'l'wo-thirds Clause Repeal 
Bill more than the honorable member him
self, this session. \Vhere were the other 
Bills that the honorable member demanded 
in the name of the country P He had intro· 
duced Hills, certainly; but the only other one 
that was passed, ol' any importance to the 
country, was the Pastoral Relief Bill of 
1869; and that he had introduced simply 
to gain a majority of supporters in the 
House. In opposition, he (the Secretary for 
'\Vorks) denounced that Bill as an iniquity, 
as he did now. But he would not have 
been justified, whatever his feelings, in stop
ping supplies ; it might or might not be 
constitutionally right, but he would not do it. 
\Vhen the Government came back, after the 
appeal to the country, with a majority, th<:>y 
were met by the most factious Opposition. 
No set of aldermen in any municipality would 
carry out such a factious opposition as was 
witnessed in the present shameful proceedings 
in the House. He trembled for parliament
ary government, when it was so disgraced, 
as such proceedings must lead to its destruc
tion. The honorable member for Brisbane, 
Dr. O'Doherty-who had left the House, as 
usual, after the delivery of his speech-had 
said that honomble members on the Opposi
tion side of the House, did not call honorable 
members on the J\finisterial side liars, and so 
on, but they distrusted the Government and 
their supporters. "\Vell, a more honorable 
man than the Premier of this colony did not 
exist ; and he had declared to the House, 
over and over again, that he intended to 
carry out the measures which had been 
promised. The Opposition withheld supplies, 
because they did not believe him! What 
sort of conduct was that ? It was utterly 
unworthy of men who had a spark of honor or 
truth in their bosoms, and of their position as 
gentlemen. He (the Secretary for Works) 
did not know how honorable members could 
enunciate such sentiments as he had heard in 
the House. He pledged himself that if he 
saw any intention on the part of his colleagues 
to withdraw from their promises, he would 
desert them. And there were other honor
able members, supporters of the Government, 
equally determined with himself to act in that 
way, if there should be any hesitation, which 
was not likely, to carry out the pledges of 
the Government, and to bring in every Bill 
that was promised. The Government had 
not promised a single Bill which they did not 
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intend in their hearts to introduce, and if 
possible to give effect to. It was degrading 
to the Assembly, and to the people, when 
honorable members said they did not believe 
a Government supported by such supporters 
as occupied the Ministerial side of the House. 
He did not believe they were sincere. They 
prevented the passing of the very measures 
which they demanded-the measures which 
the Government were the first to promise. 
He did not believe there were any such 
ruffians in the country as honorable members 
in Opposition endea vored to make the Ministry 
appear ; and, bad as some of those honorable 
members were, he did not believe they were 
themselves capable of what they charged 
against the Ministry. 

Mr. MILES : Hear, hear. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : The 

honorable member for Maranoa cheered those 
expressions ; yet he would be the last man 
to say, in the public streets, that he believed 
the Ministry capable of doing what was 
attributed to them by honorable members on 
his side of the House. 

Mr. MILES : We have no faith in you. 
The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \V vRKS : The 

honorable member said that, but if his vote 
at the present moment would turn the 
Government out, he would not give it. There 
was the honorable member for East Jl.foreton, 
Mr. Hemmant, in the same position. K either 
of those honorable members would vote for 
putting the present Ministry out of power. 
They knew very well that the colony was 
righteously governed. They had seen for a 
series of years what damage had arisen from 
the country not being properly governed. 
Yet what "~Vas the position that the Opposi· 
tion were endeavoring to place a strong Go
vernment with a strong majority in ? That 
the Ministry must pass a Bill under a threat. 
\Vas that the way to legislate ? Honorable 
members said, that until a certain Bill was 
passed, namely, the Redistribution Bill, and 
passed in the way that they liked-for that, 
he understood, was their mode' of reasoning
the Government should not have supplies. 
As a member of the Government he refused, 
as a supporter of any party he should 
refuse, to pass any such Bill under intimida
tion. Anything of that kind it would be 
unbecoming in an Englishman not to resist. 
To be Lold that he should not have supplies
that he should not hold office-that he should 
not do the public business-unless he did it 
as he was bid by the Opposition, he for one 
would not stand ;-and he would not assist 
to pass, or agree to, the best measure in the 
land if he was expected to do it under such 
circumstances. He had enough of that sort 
of work when he was at school, when he had 
to learn lessons under the threat of the 
birch ; and he was not going to pass any 
measure through the House under threats 
much more odious than the threat of being 
birched. He repeated it again, and it ought 
to be well ·understood by the country, that 

the measures which the Opposition were 
endeavoring to extort or wrin~ from the 
Government were measures whiCh the Go
vernment themselves had introduced to the 
House ; and the Government had pledged 
their characters as statesmen to carry those 
measures, and they had a majority to carry 
them. Therefore, it must appear to thinking, 
reasonable, men that honorable members 
opposite who said they were so anxious to 
carry those measures were by their conduct 
endeavoring to frustrate them. There were, 
he believed, three or four honorable members 
on the Opposition side who dreaded more 
than any on the Government side, the carry· 
ing of the Bill. They knew that, if it passed, 
their power of humbugging the electors was 
gone ; though they would make believe that 
they were the champions of it now. The 
Government were quite alive to the aim and 
end of the Opposition. The public might be 
misled, but the Government were not misled 
or deceived. He had known fi.·om the first 
that the Government were to meet with a 
factious opposition this session ; and, as long 
as those honorable members to whom he 
alluded were not seated on the Treasury 
benches, so long would they act factiously. 
By hook or by crook, those honorable mem
bers would endeavor to change sides: when
ever they could get a handle, they meant to 
open the doors of office for themselves. The 
House had been told that it was the grand 
measure of redistribution that they were 
fighting for. He could not believe it. The 
Bill could have been passed by this time, or 
the House could have got a good way on 
wiLh it, if honorable members had wished to 
pass it-if their wish to pass it was anything 
like equal to their wish to pass over to the 
Ministerial side of the House. 

Mr. EmroNDSTONE: Oh! 
The SEcRETARY FOR PuBLIC WonKs: 

Everyone would believe that the honorable 
member wished to pass it. \Vhat he blamed 
him for was, being too easy, and not reading 
two or three members who misled him, and 
who used him for their own purposes. He 
had already told the House that the Hedistri
bution Bill was not the question which the 
Opposition placed before the country on the 
last election, but that it was the railway-a 
question of progress, the very antithesis of 
what the honorable member for South Bris
bane enunciated before he left oflice, " rest 
and caution." But the honorable member for 
Wide Bay had "let the cat out of the bag," 
in one of those diatribes which he was so 
fond of preaching in the form of leading 
articles or letters; and he (the Secretary for 
Public Works) would produce one from the 
honorable member's own organ, shewing that 
the Opposition intended, before granting the 
year's supplies, to obtain the Redistribution 
Bill, the Gold Fields Bill, and other import
ant measures. 

The SPEAKER interposed, and was under
stood to say that the honorable the Minister 
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for Works was committing an irregularity in 
reading from a newspaper. 

The SEcRETARY FOR PuBLIC WoRKs: He 
was about to read something which he 
thought ought to become a record of the 
House. 

The SPEAKER: Statements in newspapers 
could not be held binding upon honorable 
members, and they should not be introduced 
for discussion, as their authenticity was not 
guaranteed. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WoRKS: Could 
he not read a statement signed by the horror
able member? 

The (-;pEAKER : An honorable member might 
not read his own speech, much less the 
opinions or arguments of any other person 
outside the House; otherwise, speeches com
posed by persons outside might be read by 
honorable members in the House. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \VoRKS: He 
could not say it was authentic, though it was 
a letter signed "H. E. King." He supposed 
it was written by the honorable member on 
the Opposition side. He thought he should 
be right in reading the whole of it, as it 
ought to be recorded in " Hansard" :-

"Gentlemen-I see by telegrams in to-day's 
paper that the Ministry have acted up to the 
threats which they have uttered in the Assembly, 
and have commenced to discharge road parties, 
&c., and have given notice to the Civil Service 
and to charitable institutions receiving aid from 
Government that all payme11ts are stopped. I 
wish distinctly to inform my constituents that 
this stoppage is the act of the l\iinistry aloue, 
and in no respect that of the Opposition. 1'he 
members of the Opposition have not merPly 
offered the Government a vote sufllciPnt to carry 
them on for two months, but they have pressed 
and urgPd tbem to take it. It is right, therefore, 
that every person who may in any way be distressed 
by the stoppage of payments from the Treasury, 
should know that this stoppage is occasioned by 
the refusal of the Ministry to take the money 
that is offered to them, and not by any refusal of 
the Opposition to grant the money. 'Jhe Opposi
tion are perfectly ready and willing to grant 
whatever sums are necessary for carrying on the 
business of the country from time to time'' ; ---

He wished for an Opposition that would not 
grant votes in globo, but that would examine 
every item of the Estimates, and try to get 
reductions made, as he did when in opposi
tion. He believed it was true, that the 

. Opposition would grant supplies for such a 
time as would enable them to walk over to 
the Treasury benches, at any cost to the 
country, and whatever the profligacy of the 
Government. They only wished to get the 
Government into that fix which should enable 
the change to be made :-
-- " But they refused to vote the Estimates 
fot· a year in advance until the people of the 
colony are properly represented in the Legislative 
Assembly." 

Might he (the Secretary for Works) here 
state that, if the people of the colony were 

not properly represented in the Assembly, 
they should not vote supplies at all ?-not in 
globo, not for three months. If honorable 
members did not think the country was pro
perly represented, let them go back to their 
constituents and tell them so. 

An HoNORABLE MEMBER: That would be 
too much of a good thing. 

The SECRETARY FOR PFBLIC vVoRKS (read
ing):-

" An .Atl.ditional Members or Redistribution 
Bill has been constantly promised for more than 
five years past" --
Vv ell, all he could say was, that the present 
Government had for two years been trying to 
pass one, and had been obstructed by the 
Opposition :-
--".And the party now in power, have con
stantly broken their own pledges, and obstructed 
the passing of the Bill by Mr. Lilley when he 
was in power." 
He (the Secretary for Works) said that was 
utterly untrue-there was not a word of truth 
in it:-
" A number of the principal supporters of Mr. 
Palmer's Ministry do not disguise the facr, that 
they are opposed to his Bill "--
That, again, was utterly untrue. Honorable 
members, to a man, said they would support 
the Government in that measure, or one like 
it. But that was like all the statements that 
the honorable member for \Vide Bay was 
constantly foisting upon the country, in the 
newspapers, either in leaders or letters. Why 
did not the honorable member mention the 
names of those honorable members who 
opposed the Bill P That would have been a 
manly way of doing his work. vVas it his 
(the Secretary for \Vorks') honorable friend, 
the member for .Mitchell; was it his horror
able friend---

1fr. KING : 'l'o cut the matter short, he· 
said the honorable member for W an·ego and 
one of the honorable members for Ipswich 
had said they were opposed to the Bill. 

Mr. BucHANAN: He never did. 
Mr. KING:. The honorable member op

posed it the other night. 
HoNORABLE MEMBERS: "Hear, hear," and 

"No, no." 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS (read· 

1:ng) :-
--"And as he cannot afford to disregard the feel· 
ings of the only class by which he is supported, we 
have good reason to believe that if the year's 
Estimates were passed the House would be imme
diately prorogued, and only called together at the 
end of the year to pass the Estimates for 1873. 
You demanded, and received from me, gentlemen, 
a pledge that l woultl. do my utmost to obtain for 
your dist.rict and for other populous districts an 
increase of representation in the Assembly" ---
He doubted very much if the constituents of 
Wide Bay did demand anything of the sort. 
The honorable member himself, no doubt, 
introduced the subject to his constituents for 
the purpose of making them factious against 
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the Government. The matter was never 
introduced to them, except by the honorable 
member, in his leaders and letters. 

The SPEAKER again interposed, ancl said 
the honorable gentleman was raising a: debate 
upon an opinion expressed by a person outside 
of the House. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC "\VoRKS : The 
honorable member for \Vide Bay had aclmow
ledged it. The letter was his own. 

'l'he SPEAKER : It was not a statement 
made in the House, and the House could not 
acknowledge it. The honorable gentleman 
would see that he would be raising a dis
cussion upon something that took place 
outside. 1'he House did not take cognizance 
of such an expression of opinion by a person 
outside. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \VoRKS: The 
honorable member acknowledged that he 
wrote the letter; and he (the Secretary for 
Public Works) was endeavoring to point out 
to the country and to its represE'ntatiYes in 
the chamber, that it was not on the simple 
question of redistribution that the Opposition 
were determined to obstruct the Government 
in the passage of their Estimates, but on the 
whole course of the measures introduced by 
the Government. .And, when he had hesi
tated about reading the letter, the honorable 
member for Fortitude V alley called upon 
him to read it. 

.l\fr. LILLEY: We have no objection. 
The SECRETARY FOU PuBLIC vV ORKS : It 

was known that honorable members of the 
Opposition read the letters of honorable 
gentlemen on the Ministerial side of the 
House, and that private letters had been read 
in the House. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : The honorable 
member for South Brisbane had read a 
private letter from his honorable friend, the 
honorable member for \V estern Downs, Mr. 
Ramsay, and he was not stopped. 

The SPEAKER : That was last session, 
when a great deal of irregularity prevailed. 
It was very clesirable that such irregularity 
should be discontinued by the House. 

Mr. FERRETT rose to a point of order. It 
was always allowable to quote from news
papers in support of argument. 

Government had a constitutional majority, 
and they had a right to those Estimates. If 
the Opposition found them wanting in their 
duty, or disregarding their promi;;es, it wa~ 
their proYince to obstruct the Estimates for 
next year, which were not yet before the 
House; but they were not justified in stopping 
the Estimatf's for this year :-

"In conclusion, I would remark that if it shoulcl 
tmn out that the Ministry have no real intention 
of refusing the Supply offered to them, then thmr 
conduct in spreading such ail alarm has been 
most reprehensible; while, if they really intend 
to attempt to coerce the Opposition by starving a 
number of unfortunate laborers and others who 
have taken no part in politics, then their policy is 
so truly devilish that l cannot belicre that they 
will any longer find apologists or supporters in 
Queensland." 

He trusted they would not. 
"You may rest assured, gentlemen, that before 

the Ministry get a year's Supply we will see the 
Hedistribution Bill, the Gold Fields Bill, and 
some other important measures safe out of their 
hands, however hard they may try to evade us." 

There were the Opposition unmasked. 
HoNORABLE J'l1EMBERS : No, no. 
The SECRETAI!Y FOR PuBLIC W Ol!KS : 

Well, all he could say was, that the honorable 
member for \Vide Bay stood in the position 
of being a bad exponent of the views of the 
Opposition. All along, it was the desire of 
honorable members opposite, not to see the 
measures they asked for passed, but to pass, 
themselYes, over to the Ministerial side of 
the ehamber. That was his (the Secretary 
for Works') conviction. It was the wish of 
several members on the other side-there 
were four or five who did not eare for office
of the leaders, the intriguers, of the Oppo
sition, to change sides at any risk to the 
eolony; and it was the only thought of those 
hankerers after office, that they would bring 
about such a state of things as would land 
them on the Treasury benches. But he had 
another word to say :-In his absence from 
the House, the honorablc member for vVidc 
Bay stated that the Government had already 
gone the length of stopping the works of the 
Dawson Bridge under the loan vote.--

Mr. KING: He had said, it was stated in 
a newspaper: he had not spoken positively. The SPEAKER said he stated the rule, and 

it was for the House to abide by it or not. 
The SECRETARY FOR PunLro "\VouKs 

(1•eading) :-

I The 8ECI!ETAUY FOR PJ:TBLIC vVOI!KS: He 

--- "And I am firmly convinced that it is only by 
1 

retaining such a hold over the Government as 
will prevent a premature adjournment or proro
gation that we have any clmnce of forcing the 
Bills from them. The lifinistry have nothing to 
complain of in this matter, since it is the usual 
practice of Parliament tlutt all the important 
business of the session shall be well advanced 
before the Estimates are brought forward." 

Now, that was misleading the public, again; 
as it was not the Estimates of this session, 
but the Estimates of last session, that the 
Governm~nt wanted to get through. The 

did know this-that a gentleman who made 
a statement in the chamber was responsible 
for the truth of what he said. If the paper 
did not make a proper statement, the horror-
able member had no bu~iness to repeat it. 
He (the Secretary for V\r orks) now declared 
to the House and the country that there was 
not a word of truth in that statement. The 
very last act he did before coming to the 
chamber, this afternoon, was to authori>e 
the purchase of horses for carrying on that 
work ; and the advertisement would appear 
to-morrow. If the honorahle member for 
Wide Bay would come to his office, he should 
get the actual facts of the case placed before 
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him by one of his clerks. Fain as he (the 
Secretary for Works) was, as a Minister, to 
stop any works which involved large expen
diture, he had refrained, and the Government 
had refrained, from stopping any works at 
all that were not to be defrayed out of the 
general revenue of this year. He had given 
particular instructions, so far as the loan of 
1871 was concerned, that all works under it 
should be proceeded with; and, also, that 
unexpended balances for works in progress 
should be expended. The Government had 
taken as much trouble as they could to pre
vent inconvenience to the country; and such 
statements should not be made. 

Mr. HEMMANT: It was in your own paper. 
'l'he CoLONIAL SECRETARY : Before the 

question was put, he wished to set the 
honorable member for Fortitude V alley right 
on another matter. He understood the horror
able member to have stated that a petition 
had been sent from Rockhampton, praying 
that the Redistribution Bill should be with
drawn. He begged to inform the honorable 
member that ·he was utterly wrong. A very 
important petition, of which he had a copy 
in his pocket, was circulating in that district, 
and he believed it would get a very great 
number of signatures, for presentation to the 
House. But it was not a petition for the 
withdrawal of the Redistribution Bill ; it 
represented that the House ought to grant 
Supply, and that the Government should not 
be prevented, by any factious Opposition 
claiming that the Redistribution Bill was 
required first. from proceeding with the 
business of the country. There was no 
prayer concerning the withdrawal of the 
Bill; on the contrary, the petitioners recog
nised, as they had for many years, the want 
of representation; but they considered that 
the immediate wants of the country were, 
the keeping of good faith with the public, 
and the maintaining of the credit of the 
colony ; and that the making provision for 
the payment of the public servants was an 
important duty beyond any under pressure of 
the Redistribt1tion Bill. That was all he 
(the Colonial Secretary) had to to say. He 
was sure the honorable member for Fortitude 
Valley did not expect him to reply, again, to 
his insulting offer of three months' supply. 

J:\lr. SrEPHENS said the House had wan
dered away entirely from the question. It 
was well known that the Government had 
about got to the end of the money available 
by them, when they had been sending circu
lars, in various directions, saying that there 
was no more expenditure authorised ; and 
the House had a lively picture presented to 
them, the other night, of the great evils that 
would arise if Supply was not voted. The 
Opposition were now prepared to vote for 
going into Committee of Supply, and to vote 
for the Government taking two or three 
months' supply, in order that the public 
service should not suffer any inconvenience. 
The Government refused that offer. It was 

p 

a perfectly monstrous proposition that gentle• 
men holding the reins of power should deli
berately go to work to disorganise the whole 
Civil Service of the colony, because they 
could not get the vote they required ; and 
when they could obtain, at once, by asking 
for it, Supply to carry out all that was asked 
of them. He could not conceive any justifi
cation for the Government taking up such a 
position. They had only to make the pro
position, and Supply would be voted without 
objection. It was important to define the 
position of a Government. The tax-payers 
were able to pay, and would have to pay, every 
liability incurred by the Government ; who 
were now incurring liabilities at the usual 
rate without authority. The Government 
knew that that was illegal. Yet they had 
only to get the Treasurer to move the regular 
motion for Supply, and it would be voted 
unanimously. So long as they disorganised 
the public service by their refusal to ask for 
Supply which would prevent that disorgani
sation, so long would the responsibility be on 
their shoulders. He should support the 
motion for going into Committee of Supply. 

Mr. MILEs observed that it had been fre· 
quently said by honorable members on the 
Ministerial side of the House, that the oppo
sition was one of obstruction. He thought 
he could shew, in a few words, that the 
obstruction did not come from the members 
in opposition at all, for, if the Government 
were prepared to ask for a vote on account 
of the public service, it would be granted at 
once. If the Government wanted to prove 
their sincerity, why not go into Committee 
of Supply at once, and take a vote P The 
honorable the Premier would not lower his 
dignity by taking a vote on account ; he 
wanted the supplies for the rest of the year. 
He (Mr. Miles) should like to know if the 
honorable gentleman took his dignity into 
consideration when he appeared, un a late 
occasion, at Rockhampton P 

HoNoRABLE lYIE~IBERS: Oh, oh! 
Mr. JYirLES : When honorable gentlemen 

got up on the Ministerial side of the House 
and talked of their dignity, he had a right to 
refer to it. But he would content himself 
with saying that; whatever obstruction was 
put in the way of the progress of public 
business, it was by the Government and their 
supporters. He wished it to be distinctly 
understood that, from the Opposition side of 
the House, none was put forward. Supposing 
that the Opposition were willing to pass the 
Estimates for the year, it would be utterly 
impossible to scrutinise and get through 
them, item by item, before the money was 
wanted by the Government. The honorable 
the Secretar;y for Public "Vorks had got up 
and said the House had no business to do so ; 
that the House had actually affirmed the 
Estimates by voting three months' supply ; 
that that vote took it out of the power of the 
House to discuss the Estimates at all. Well, 
notwithstanding what that honorable gen· 



218 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] SU1.Jply. 

tleman had said, whenever the Estimates 
came before the House, he (Mr. Miles) would 
take care to scrutinise them, though he 
was sure that, with the majority the Govern
ment had at their back, any proposition 
coming from the Ministry would be carried 
in spite of the Opposition. But the Opposi
tion were endeavoring to get the representa
tion into such a condition as that they 
could deal with questions, and scrutinise the 
Estimates, on equal terms with honorable 
members on the Ministerial side. The pre
sent confusion had been brought about, not 
by the Opposition, but by the unconstitu
tional proceeding of the Government in ad
journing the House for five months. And 
yet honorable members talked about the con
stitution. Would they shew a precedent for 
that adjournment, and the dissolution that 
had followed it P He did not care about 
questions or cries. The Opposition would 
never have taken the course they were pur
suing, had it not been for the course taken 
by the Ministry, and the conduct of the 
Acting-Governor in giving them a second 
dissolution within one year. The Govern
ment and their supporters said that they had 
been returned constitutionally, and that the 
House had a right to deal "llith them as the 
majority representing the country. Every
one knew how the majority was obtained. 
If the Ministry had not obtained the second 
dissolution they would not be where they 
were now, nor. would they have a majority in 
the Assembly. The honorable member for 
the W arrego represented only forty electors. 
Was it to be tolerated that he should have 
the same influence in the House as one of the 
honorable members for East }foreton, who 
represented five thousand? What he (Mr. 
Miles) and the Opposition wanted was, a 
little equality; they wanted to have the 
people fairly represented. As soon as that 
was settled, no member, he was assured, 
would offer factious opposition to the Govern
ment. Honorable members on the Ministe
rial side, two of whom represented in some 
way tracts of territory extending from the 
extreme southern boundary of the colony to 
the Gulf of Carpentaria, wished for no 
change, as they would never be in as good 
a position as at present. The House had 
been told by the honorable member for Mit
chell, and-as far as he could understand, in 
an undertone-by the Secretary for Lands, 
that there was no want of land in the country 
for occupation. That he (Mr. Miles) denied; 
because the Minister knew that he had pre
sented petition after petition for land to be 
thrown open ; and he asserted that there 
was a hunger and a thirst for land amongst 
the people, and that the Government 
would not supply the demand. The Govern
ment, in fact, threw impediments in the way 
of meeting it. They and their supporters did 
not wish io proceed with the Redistribution 
Bill. He had heard the question discussed, 
l!lessioii. after session, for five years. A sveech 

was not delivered from the throne during that 
time in which it had not a prominent place. 
Every Government promised to deal with it. 
The House had been told that the present 
Government were anxious to pass the Bill. 
Why, then, did they not go on with it P \¥hy 
did they not give the House the opportunity 
of discussing the second reading P He did not 
think there would be much difficulty, after
wards, in passing supplies, if honorable mem
bers only had the opportunity of expressing 
their opinions upon the Bill; and there would 
be no difficulty in proceeding to the other 
stages through which the Bill must pass. 
The Opposition were not so green as to accept 
the statement that the promise of the Govern
ment was kept when the Bill had been intro
duced by the Premier ; it was the duty of the 
Government to proceed with the Bill. There 
was not much to be gained by the present 
discussion, as both sides of the House had 
made up their minds. It had been debated 
for months, and for the past month in the 
House. If neither side would give way, he 
trusted that the public outside would decide 
the question. 

Mr. HANDY wished, he said, for himself, 
individually, to answer the statement of the 
honorable the Secretary for Public Works, 
that the Opposition were endeavoring to frus
trate the passing of the Redistribution Bill; 
as he was most anxious for that Bill to come 
before the House at once, and he wished that 
the House would proceed with it all the week 
and pass it. For two years, redistribution 
had been the election cry of the colony ; and 
it was one of the most important questions 
submitted to the constituencies. The busi
ness of the country could not be carried on 
until it was settled, and until there was a 
change in the number of members of .the 
Assembly. At the last election he was 
pledged to allow no Estimates to be passed 
until the redistribution question was settled. 
Why was he so pledged? What had the 
electors of Brisbane to do with redistribution P 
Even on the face of the Bill, it was admitted 
that they were to get no additional represen
tation; they did not want redistribution so 
far as they were concerned; but they believed, 
with every other constituency, that redistri
bution, with fair representation, was wanted 
for the colony, in order to enable the Legisla
tive Assembly to carry on the public business. 
The Opposition members would be false to 
their pledges if they did not insist upon the 
settlement of the question with the least 
possible delay; and, therefore, they objected 
to more Supplies being granted than were 
sufficient to carry on with, until the Bill was 
through the House. Therefore, the assertion 
of the Minister for Works was without foun
dation. The honorable gentleman had 
said that, sooner than be forced to accep~ 
Supply under a threat, he would be birched, 
as when he went to school. A per
son might have imagined, at the time the 
honorable gentleman was delivering his 
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speech, that the birch was over him, for he did 
yell. If there should be an election, he would 
find a birch when he went before his constitu
ents. The House could imagine how the 
honorable gentleman would shout when he 
was birched by his own belovedlVIaryborough; 
but he (Mr. Handy) should not like to be 
present. Nothing could give him greater 
pleasure than to vote supplies forthreemonths, 
so as to enable the Government to carry the 
Bill ; he would sooner see the Bill attended 
to than any other business ; and for the 
despatch of business, he thought the House 
had offered very good terms to the Govern
ment. Therefore, he should vote for going 
into Committee of Supply. 

;}fr. EDMONDSTONE said he agreed with his 
honorable colleague, Dr. O'Doherty, that, if 
the House passed the Estimates, all would be 
gone. No doubt that had been the usual 
course. After the Estimates had been dis
posed of, all the unfortunate Bills and motions 
were made away with in the "slaughter of 
the innocents " which closed the session. 
What the Opposition now demanded, was 
increased representation, with the redistri
bution of the electorates of the colony. For 
many years the country had been asking for 
such reform, and the demand was still 
reiterated. In answer to the Minister for 
Works, he said, that under ordinary cir
cumstances, it would be the business of 
the Opposition to canvass every vote on 
the Estimates, and not to vote Supply in 
a lump sum ; but the present were peculiar 
circumstances, and the Bill was required 
before any other measure. Hedistribution 
had been promised by every Government, 
for years past, and the present Govern
ment had several times Pl'Omised a Bill. 
The Bill was before the House, and why 
should not the Government go on with it? As 
soon as the Bill was secure, the Government 
could get their supplies. They had no reason 
to wait. Indeed, they could have all the 
Supply they wanted for carrying on the busi
ness of the country until there was a reason
able prospect of the Bill becoming law. The 
honorable member for "\Vest :JUoreton, 11r. 
Ferrett, had insinuated that the Opposition 
were not guided by a desire to s~rve their 
constituents in what they were doing, and 
that they were not acting sincerely. Well, 
all he (Mr. Edmondstone) could say, was, 
that if they did not act as they were now 
acting, many of them would be asked to resign. 
The Opposition had been taxed by the 
Minister for Works with putting a stop to 
business. They might retort upon the Minis
terial side with the same charge, as supplies 
had been offered and refused. If it was 
beneath the Government to accept supplies 
on account, why not go on with the Redistri
bution Bill? One of their own supporters, 
the honorable member for Ipswich, Mr. 
J ohnston, had suggested that Supply and the 
Bill should be gone on with on alternate days. 
Reverse the order, and take the Bill ~..nd 

Supply alternately. There would not, then, 
be any stoppage of business; but the House 
would make some progress. Every man on 
the Opposition side of the House was particu
larly anxious that the business of the country 
should proceed. No doubt it had been 
stopped. 'l'here might be some particular 
members of the Opposition who were anxious 
to remove to the other side of the House ; 
but no such feeling was general, nor was it 
experienced by the majority of the Opposi
tion. It had been said by the Minister for 
Works that he (Mr. Edmondstone) and others 
were anxious that the present Ministry 
should retain their places. If they were fit 
to maintain their position, why did they not 
go on P If it was their feeling that honorable 
members thought they should remain in 
office, why did they not proceed with business P 

The question was put and passed. 
The House having resolved into Committee 

of the Whole, 
The CoLONIAL SEcRETARY moved-
That there be granted to Her Majesty, for the 

service of the year 1872, a sum not exceedmg 
£1,164, to defray the salaries and contingencies of 
His Excellency the Governo1•'s establishment. 

Jlvfr. STEPHENS moved-
That the Chairman report no progress. 

Question put and negatived on a division :-
.Ayes, ]0 ; Noes, 13. 

Mr. LILLEY moved-
That the Chairman leave the chair. 

Mr. FYFE said he thought it was about 
time that the representatives of populous con
stituencies should speak up. Divisions sueh 
as the last would tend very little to elevate 
the colony in the estimation of those who" 
thought more of representative government 
than certain honorable members did of party. 
He wished not to commit himself; but he must 
speak. A man should speak his mind, hon
estly and truthfully ; and if he spoke his 
mind, he must say that the position of the 
Ministry before the House, at the present 
moment, was not a fitting one. If the honor
able member at the head of the Government 
was not to be trusted, why did he represent 
the country in the high office in which he was 
placed? Why should honorable members 
refuse to trust him as a public man, when 
they would not do so in his private ea paeity ? 
·what would ihe world say of Queensland, if, 
as men of honor-the representatives in the 
House were all supposed to be honorable 
men-they would not trust one another P 
That was the position. There was the diffi
culty. They were warring against conscience, 
and against feeling ; and they must be careful 
of sacrificing principle. Principle ought to 
actuate everyone, and it was not incompatible 
with good feeling and honorable dealing. 
Some gentlemen on the Ministerial side of the 
House, he had known for twenty years. A 
bank manager had asked him-" Would you 
doubt one of them in his private relations of 



220 Suppty. [ASSEMBLY.] 

life P" He (Mr. Fyfe) had said, No, he would 
not. A favorable comparison was drawn 
between honorable members. As far as he was 
concerned, he was equal in the House to any 
honorable member ; and he represented the 
largest constituency in the colony. But he 
thought that now was the time when some 
concession should be made. After such a 
speech as was delivered the other night by 
the head of the Government, if he was in his 
place, :rather than 'yield he would do anything 
else. Buthowcould the Opposition recede from 
the position that they had taken up P Where 
and how was the battle to be fought? Who 
of the intellectual gladiators were to give in? 
If he was in the place of some of them, he 
would rather see the Government covered 
with a funeral pall, and swept away as by 
a hurricane, than give way at the present 
moment. As a matter of course, the question 
was one of constitutional policy. "What right 
had Sir Maurice O'Uonnell to dissolve the 
House? Let that be made the basis of a 
debate, and let the House argue it from a 
constitutional point of view, with all the 
knowledge that they could bring to bear 
upon it; but let them understand what 
they had to debate, and, when it was over, 
let them come to an amicable agreement. 
Do not let it be supposed for a moment that 
he was speaking for the Government, or iden
tifying himself with their programme. He 
would not identi(y himself with class legis
lation, or with the interest of the squat
ting runs of the colony-an interest which 
had absorbed all the lands of the Darling 
Downs, and which, if not kept in check, would 
absorb the lands of the North. N otwith
standing that the honorable gentleman at the 
head of the Government had stated that, 
because a man had not thousands of acres of 
land, he had not a stake in the country, he 
thought otherwise ; and he (Mr. Fyfe), and 
others like him, had to look forward to the 
interests of their children, in the effects of 
the legislation of the present time, which 
must not be altogether as the representatives 
of foreign capital wished. The Premier took 
upon himself the positwn of a dictator of the 
colony, but some men cared nothing for dicta
tion, and could not be influenced by him. But, 
in his (Mr. Fyfe's) opinion, the time had come 
to speak out. Honorable members did not 
know which way he would vote. The horror
able member for Wide Bay was the last man 
'vho ought to say anything about the influ
ences or motives of an honorable member's 
action; whatever he might do in regard to 
Gympie or Maryborough, certainly that hon
orable member could not influence the repre
sentative of Rockhampton. Whatever action 
he (Mr. Fyfe) now took in the House, he 
conscientiously believed, would be held right 
by his constituents. Party spirit had nothing 
to do with him, m any shape or form. But 
he would take very good care that Rockhamp
ton should not suffer. That constituency was 
once included in Port Curtis, which was repre· 

sented by the honorable member at the head of 
the Government. It was certainly strange that 
the representatives of those constituencies 
should be on different sides of the House. 
He represented important national interests 
on the part oft he inhabitants ofRockhampton, 
and he could not afford to ignore them. He 
had telegrams from them-copies of which he 
had no doubt were in the possession of the 
honorable the Colonial Secretary, who tho
roughly understood his position-and they 
expressed in effect what he wished, to see 
legislation go apace. He would say, at once, 
Trust the Government with their Estimates 
for 1872, and the honorable gentleman at the 
head of the Government and his followers 
would be unwortlly of their position if they 
should not give effect to all their pledges. 
There would be time, when the Estimates for 
1873 came on for discussion, to checkmate the 
Government. So far as his heart and feelings 
were concerned, he had no right to disbelieve 
the Government, or to doubt the integrity of 
honorable members in the House when he 
would not doubt them as gentlemen in their, 
private relations. He had an equal and as 
perfect a right to rE'spect honorable members 
of the Opposition who supported the liberal 
cause when he was fighting with them for the 
rights of the people. But he would not 
sacrifice himself or his constituency for any 
man's ambition. He understood the honorable 
gentleman at the head of the Government as 
well, perhaps, as any one; he could almost give 
his biography. But this was not the opportun
ity, when affairs were in a very serious position. 
He had given his ideas upon the present 
question, which, he believed, were thoroughly 
understood and appreciated by honorable 
members on both sides of the committee
namely, that they had now arrived at a 
period at which a compromise might be made. 
For, admitting that the Government would 
stand upon their dignity, and that the horror
able the leader of the Opposition would not 
give in, it was now time to consider what 
would be the consequence of such a course. 
Would the Government give in? Then, 
what would be the position of the majority, 
and what would the country think of it? 
He thought the honorable the Premier, and 
the honorable the leader of the Opposition, 
should agree to some compromise between 
themselves; and he was sure that whatever 
they agreed to would be accepted by the 
committee. The country had faith in boih 
of those honorable members ; and, as far as 
he was concerned, he could say that, from 
his own knowledge, a large section of the 
constituency he represented had great faith 
in the honorable the Premier, whilst he could 
not vote against the honorable the leader of 
the Opposition-he would almost feel com
pelled to resign his seat rather than do 
so. Honorable members should consider 
what would be the end of all the pre
sent fighting. Supposing, for instance, the 
Governor granted a dissolution, what would 
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be the state of the country for the next 
six months? Why, it would be general stag
nation. Great blame had been laid against 
the honorable the Premier for stopping the 
progress of public 11orks in the North, and 
it certainly appeared to him that the expen
diture of the loan vote of £'1,000 ought not 
to have been stopped, and that the stoppage 
was more to bring· pressure than from any 
object of pure patriotism. He thought that 
the time had arrived when they should reason 
together, when they should let the paltry ques
tion of stopping Supply go to the winds, and 
the consideration of the Redistribution Bill 
go hand in hand with the Estimates. Ad
mitting that there was a principle involved 
in the present Opposition-admitting that, 
by giving way, the dignity of the Govern
ment would be jeopardised, still, he thought 
that, when all the circumstances were taken 
into consideration, a compromise might be 
arranged-not one of dignity or principle
but such a one as would enable them to ad
vance the interests of the country. It was 
quite true that, during the last t-wo or three 
years, it had been thought by people outside 
that the colony had been kept in check; but 
yet, not-withstanding the Government had 
ignored the advantages of progress, its re
sources had been so great that it was 
still going a-head. \Vhat was wanted was 
a directing hand- a genial and social 
unity. Let the whole colony be so united
let the Legislature be so united that all 
interests should be guarded, fostered, and 
comolidated, and that, as far as possible, 
there should be unity amongst the people, 
and encouragement given to industries now 
in the colony, and to others that might be 
new. It struck him that the present was a 
fine opportunity for arranging some such 
compromise- another division might have the 
effect of altering the whole state of affairs in 
the colony. It was a matter for serious 
thought, and he believed, therefore, that it 
would be better for the·honorable the leaders 
of both sides of the committee to come to 
some amicable arrangement, shake hands, and 
agree to proceed with the business of the 
country. lt was quite true that one class of 
legislators had obtained possession of the 
colony, and that a check should be put upon 
them-in fact, it was necessary that legislation 
should no longer be monopolized by them. 
Now, however, was a time when the pastoral 
representatives and those of the people might 
agree, and, if they did so, legislation could be 
carried on. After all, what was the legisla
tion required; what was the value of the 
Redistribution Bill P Supposing it was passed, 
it could be altered again at the end of six 
months ; why, therefore, should the whole 
business of the country be delayed on its 
account P So far as that measure was con
cerned, he had no great objection to it, ex
cepting as regarded the proposed electorate 
of Blackall, which he thought required some 
little alteration, As regarded the other elec-

torates-the far West or the far North-he 
knew nothing; but if each honorable mem
ber spoke for his own district, he believed 
the Government would listen to any common 
sense. He thought that instead of persever
ing with the dead-lock, the leaders of both 
sides should endeavor to make some arrange
ment, and then, if they could not agree, let 
the people speak for themselves. He would, 
however, warn honorable members that it 
was dangerous to drive matters to an extreme. 
They had had an example of that in Vic
toria, in 1854, when Sir Charles Hotham insti
tuted martial law, and the country was in a 
state of rebellion, owing to the voice of the 
people not being listened to. He would be 
sorry, therefore, to be understood as recom
mending any extreme measures ; but trusted 
that if the matter was left to the honorable 
the Premier, and the honorable member for 
Fortitude Valley, to arrange; some compro
mise would be made which, without sacri
ficing the dignity or principle of either side of 
the committee, would be beneficial to the 
colony generally. 

Mr. MoREHEAD said he was sure that 
honorable members must have been very 
sorry to have heard that portion of the horror
able member's speech which he had delivered 
since the adjournment for dinner, when com
pared with the remarks he had previously 
made. He would ask the honorabJe member, 
if he really knew what was meant by a c9m
promise ? Did the honorable member, for 
one moment, imagine that they could think 
of a compromise P They took a constitutional 
position-one that could not be upset by all 
the soft blandishments of the honorable mem
ber for Fortitude V alley, and one that could 
not be upset by the leading articles of the 
Courier newspaper-that most wonderful 
journal, which shone in its advertisements, 
but beyond them was not worth the paper it 
was printed on. In regard to the honorable 
member for Rockhampton, he might say that 
that honorable member appeared to be in the 
position, at the present time, of a political 
shuttlecoek-wavering from one side of the 

, House to the other; or, like Mahomet's 
· coffin, hovering between heaven and earth, or, 

which was the same, between the Govern
ment benches and the Opposition. The Op
position always spoke very largely about the 
great principle there was at stake. But the 
Government had enunciated what was the 
real principle at stake over and over again. 
It was, whether a minority should coerce the 
majority? That was the Gordian knot honor
able members opposite wished to cut; and ii 
they did so, God help parliamentary govern
ment! That was all he could say. They, 
then, might just as well have the honorable 
member for Fortitude Valley as sole autocrat, 
either that honorable member or the member 
for Wide Bay, or the member for South 
Brisbane-for it was difficult to say which 
was the leader ; and he doubted if anyone 
knew. The Opposition seemed to be like that 
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hydra-headed monster that Hercules was 
sent into the world to destroy. No matter 
whether one or two heads were destroyed, 
others would immediately spring up. It was 
a hydra-headed monster, and it was impossi
ble to say which was the real head. His idea 
of an Opposition was that it should be a break 
on the state coach ; but they had no right to 
put on a dead-lock. If the Government was 
running too fast for them, let them check 
them ; but he could assure the honorable 
members that there was a vast difference 
between putting on a check and }JUtting on a 
dead-lock ; as honorable members would 
know if they were in the habit of driving 
horses, which, however, he believed they 
were not. If there was danger, those horror
able members should face it, and say, "We 
are the men who have brought ruin and star
vation on the country, but we have fought for 
a great principle." They could not, however, 
say that-but if they were honest they would 
say what they were fighting for-that they 
were fighting for a position to which they 
were not entitled by honest means ; not that 
he meant to impute dishonesty to any horror
able member opposite. He would say, how
ever, that many honorable members opposite 
were being blindly misled by men who were 
thirsting for office, for the purpose of benefit
ing themselves and their friends. They were 
by their conduct forcing the colony, which 
was prospering in a way it had never done 
before, to a career which must lead to utter 
ruin. The Opposition was simply holding a 
threat over the head of the Government, as 
had been already shewn. They said to the 
Government-" Give us so and so, such and 
such a Bill, and we will give you Supply for 
so long ; if you do not do that, we will not 
let you have Supply." He would say that it 
was a most ignoble position for any Opposi
tion to occupy-it was a most disgraceful 
one, and one that no number of gentlemen 
should occupy. Honorable members opposite 
might smile, and fancy that they had the ball 
at their feet, and that by obstruction they 
would carry the day. But, after all, who 
were the Opposition P Representatives of 
Brisbane, with the exception of the honorable 
members for the Ma:oonoa, Wide Bay, and 
the Kennedy. 

Mr. EDMONDSTONE : And Rockhampton. 
Mr. MoREHEAD: He would not speak of 

that honorable member at present, as in his 
speech that evening the honorable member 
had shewn that he knew he was wrong. But 
the Opposition would find that the ground 
had been cut from under them, and that they 
were in a slough of despond from which they 
could not extricate themselves. He could 
assure those honorable members, that if they 
did get into power-whether they would or 
not he could not say, as neither he nor his 
honorable friend, the member for W an·ego, 
were in the secrets of the Cabinet, although 
they had been accused of being so-if they 
did succeed in ousting the present Ministry-

if they did succeed in voting them out in an 
unconstitutional way-although he would 
not do such a thing, they would be met 
by an Opposition that would harrass them in 
a way of which they had but little idea at the 
present time. 

Mr. STEPHENS said he thought the Oppo
sition were very much obliged to the honorable 
member who had just sat down for the lessons 
he had given them on constitutional govern
ment, and on the duties of a minority
which lessons the honorable member's long 
experience of political life had enabled him 
to give with so much effect. He rose, how
ever, more for the purpose of alluding io the 
honorable member's statement that some of 
the honorablc members of the Opposition 
were actuated in the course they were pursu
ing, not by a desire to pass the Redistribution 
Bill, as they avowed, but by a desire to get 
oilice. Now, he would inform the honorable 
member that there was not a member of the 
Opposition, who had been a meri1ber of a 
former Government, who had not refused to 
take office, when pressed upon him to remain 
in it for a long time. 

HoNoRABLE MEMBERS on the Government 
benches: Oh, oh. 

Mr. STEPHENS : vVell, if honorable mem
bers did not think so, he would give the 
facts. When the Mackenzie Government 
was formed, the office of Treasurer was 
pressed upon himself before it was given to 
anybody else, and that office he held for two 
years, but that, he had refi.1sed at first. Then 
again, when the present Government was 
formed, the office of Attorney-General was 
pressed upon his honorable friend the member 
for Fortitude Valley, and was refused; and 
that Government had been in office for two 
years, he believed; so that he could say ihat 
there was not a member on his side who had 
held office, who had not refused it when it 
was offered to him, and he was likely to hold 
it for a long time. He would give another 
reason why the honorable member should not 
charge the honorablc members of the Oppo
sition with personal motives in their present 
action. The honorable member should recol
lect, when imputing those motives to horror
able members opposite, that the whole Govern
ment party stood branded in the opinions of the 
colony as being bauded together to serve their 
own interests as squatters ; they were sent to 
that House to represent one class interest, 
and to form a majority to serve that interest 
only, and to so manage matters that they-the 
Crown tenants-should become their own 
landlords. 

HoNORABLE MEMBERS on the Government 
benches : Oh, oh. 

Mr. STEPHENS : There could also be no 
doubt that they used that power; indeed, had 
not the honorable member for the W arrego 
informed them, on one occasion, that he went 
to that House to represent the interests of 
the whole of the shareholders of the company 
he belonged to ? That, the Opposition had 
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not doubted, although he would give the 
honorable member credit for going there to 
represent, as the honorable member believed, 
the interests of Queensland. It was a slip 
of the tongue, 

Mr. BucHANAN rose to a point of order. 
That lapsus lingum had been corrected by 
him long since ; and he had explained that he 
went to that House, not to represent a class, 
but the colony. 

Mr. STEPHENS said that he had stated that 
it was a slip of the tongue on the part of the 
honorable membn, but the truth would slip 
out sometimes. · 

Mr. MoREHEAD objected to the honorable 
member for South Brisbane taking exception 
at what had been said by the honorable mem· 
ber for the W arrego. The honorable member 
twisted and distorted everything, as he did in 
the columns of the Courie?'. He would move, 
as a point of order-

That the honorable member for South Brisbane 
purposely misinterpreted a statement made by the 
honorable member for the vVarrego. 

Mr. STEPHENS would ask the Chairman if 
that was a point of order ? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS stated 
that last session they had spent a whole sitting 
in discussing points of order. He considered 
it was quite competent for the honorable 
member for the Mitchell to raise a point of 
order when the honorable member for South 
Brisbane was purposely misinterpreting the 
statements of another honorable member. 
The 'honorable member for theW arrego never 
had made the statement imputed to him, and 
that the honorable member for South Bris
bane knew, but he had such an unfortunate 
memory at times--

Mr. LILLEY: The honorable member is 
wandering in his speech. 

The SECRETARY FOR PJCBLIC WORKS : If he 
was, he was following the example of the hon
orable member, for he had spent many a weary 
hour in listening to the honorable member. 
He would like to have the ruling of the hon· 
orable the Chairman, whether the honorable 
member for South Brisbane was in order in 
continuing to impute statements to the hon· 
orable member for W arrego, which that hon· 
orable member had denied having made P 

The CHAIRMAN said that no honorable mem
ber was in order, in repeating statements that 
he charged an honorable member with having 
made, after that honorable member had denied 
making such statements. 

[A long discussion here ensued, during 
which various points of order were raised, on 
none of w hi eh the ruling of the Chairman 
was given.] 

Mr. STEPHENS said that having made the 
remarks from which so long a discussion had 
arisen, he would endeavor to pour oil on the 
troubled waters. What he intended to state 
was, that when the honorable member for the 
W arrego said that he was the representative 

of certain shareholders, he expressed what 
was the general opinion out of doors. 

Mr. FERRETT: No. 
The CHAIRMAN : The honorable member 

for W arrego had already stated that he did 
not make use of those words, and other hon
orable members had also stated that the hon
orable member did not use them. 

Mr. STEPHENS : Of course, he must accept 
the honorable member's words. He would 
ask the honorable member for the Mitchell 
to refrain in future . from making personal 
allusions to honorable members on his (Mr. 
Stephens') side of the House, because it was 
a notorious fact that they were not Crown 
tenants, and that they could not therefore, 
if they did get possession of the Treasury 
benches, be their own landlords. It was a 
notorious fact, and it was the opinion of 
the public outside, that that was the object 
of the honorable members opposite in sup· 
porting the present Government. Now, he 
could give some honorable members opposite 
credit--

The CoLONIAL TREASURER rose to a point of 
order. The honorable member for South 
Brisbane was imputing motives to honorable 
gentlemen on the Government side of the 
House. 

Mr. SrEPHENS thought that if that point 
was submitted-the imputation made by the 
honorable member for the Mitchell against 
honorable members of the Opposition should 
be submitted also-namely, that the Opposi
tion were obstructing business for the purpose 
of getting on the Treasury benches. He was 
saying, when interrupted by the honorable 
the Treasurer, that he gave some honorable 
members on the back Government benches 
credit for being perfectly sincere in the course 
they had followed, believing, as they did, that 
if they attended to the interests of the 
pastoral tenants, they were attending to all 
the interests of the colony. He did not think 
that they had got beyond the idea, politically, 
that there was more than one interest in the 
colony, and that if that could be properly taken 
care of, all would thrive. He, therefore, gave 
them credit for some sincerity ; but at the 
same time, he must say, that they were as 
much mistaken as the squatters of Victoria 
and New South Wales had been, some years 
ago, when they imagined that they would be 
ruined by having population around them. 
Like those squatters, honorable members 
opposite were remarkably ignorant of their 
own interests. It was extremely strange 
that those men, who in the other colonies 
had fought so hard to retain possession of 
the lands, should have since discovered that 
tremendous fortunes were to be made by 
having large populations settled down on the 
portions of the runs which had been taken 
from them. He knew of one case where a 
squatter had given up half of his run, and 
the result was, that he was making more out 
of the half he retained, by supplying the set
tlers around with fat stock, than he had ever 
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made out of the whole run. Therefore, whilst 
giving the honorable members opposite credit 
for thinking that they represented the only 
interest of the colony, he would tell them 
that they did not know their own. 

Mr. HEMMANT thought it would be very 
advisable if the honorable the Colonial Treas
urer, who was occupying the place of the· 
Premier, would say whether he intended 
to go on as they were now doing until 
midnight. His object in asking that was 
because he believed the. honorable the Minis
ter for Works was very anxious to ad
dress a public meeting that was to be held 
at the Town Hall that evening ; and unless 
the House soon adjourned, there would be no 
opportunity for that honorable member to 
enlighten the constituents of Brisbane as to 
the conduct of their representatives. He 
thought, if the House adjourned in a body to 
the Town Hall, the hon~rable member and 
his colleagues would have an opportunity of 
judging what the opinion of the people out
side was on the present question. He hoped 
that, whatever course the Government in
tended to take, they would soon put honor· 
able members of the Opposition out of sus
pense ; and if they would follow the course 
adopted a few evenings ago-take two di
visions and then adjourn-it would allow 
many houorable members to go away. Now 
a great deal had been said about the daily 
newspaper, and he must say that he believed 
in the dishonesty of that journal. He did 
not know what was the cause of that, as there 
were shareholders in that paper belonging to 
both sides of the House, and yet they did not 
seem to be able to put common honesty into 
that journal-whose fault it was he could not 
say. It must, however, be apparent to any 
person who read that paper, that it was 
conducted in such a way as to reflect very 
little credit upon those who conducted it. 
Now, in the leading article on the 17th of 
last February, this journal was discussing the 
question of the Torres' Straits mail route, 
and in that article expressed its hope that 
the Torres' Straits route would be adopted, 
and that there would be no unnecessary 
delay in the opening of that route. In six 
days afterwards it wrote again, and in strong 
terms, in favor of that route; but, on the 
27th of the same month, it threw cold water 
upon it, and asked what ad vantage the country 
was likely to derive from the expenditure of 
so large a sum of money for a mail service by 
way of Torres' Straits P Now, in a colony 
where they had only one daily newspaper, he 
thought it said very little for the way in which 
that paper was conducted, when they found 
it blowing hot and cold on the same question 
within a few days. Well, on the 2nd of 
May, the Courier devoted a leading article to 
the subject of the Financial Separation Bill ; 
but stated that all the best parts of the Bill had 
been stolen from articles that had appeared 
in the Courier during the previous year ; and 
Oil the 6th of May, another article appeared in 

that paper on the same subject, blowing quite 
in the other direction. Now, when they 
had only one daily newspaper in the colony, 
and seeing that it was conducted in such a 
way as that, he thought that honorable 
members might as well occupy their time in 
exposing the way in which it was conducted, 
in the matter of questions of public import
ance, as m bandymg words of recrimination 
from one side of the House to the other. 

Mr. THORN said he thought that whatever 
grounds of complaint the honorable member 
for East Moreton, or any other honorable 
member might have, as to the way in which 
their speeches were reported or were not re
ported in the Courier, the honorable member 
for South Brisbane could have no cause of com
plaint. That honorablemember seemed to have 
reporters specially to report his own speeches, 
and in a special way; for the speeches of that 
honorable member which appeared in the 
Courier were very different indeed from the 
speeches he delivered in the House. It 
seemed to him that the Courier newspaper 
was conducted in a way solely for the advance
ment of the honorable member for South 
Brisbane. Because of the way in which the 
speeches of honorable members in the House 
were reported in the Courier, he had fre
quently intended to call the attention of the 
honorable the Speaker to there being stran
gers in the House; but he refrained from 
doing so because he was anxrous that the 
public might obtain some information as to 
what was going on in the House, and because 
he knew that if he or any other honorable 
member on the Government side of the 
House did so, they would be burked alto
gether. He knew very well why the speeches 
of the honorable member for East J\foreton, 
11r. Hemmant, were burked in the Courie1•. 
It was because that honorable member had 
opposed the honorable member for South 
Brisbane ; and another reason was this, that 
the honorable member for East Moreton 
might very likely oppose the honorable mem
ber for South Brisbane for the office of Trea
surer. Now he could tell the honorable mem
ber for South Brisbane this-thatthehonorable 
member for East Moreton was far superior to 
him. He was far before the l10norable 
member for South Brisbane in intellectual 
attainments. He hoped that in future the 
speeches of honorable members in t4.e House 
would be more fairly and more faithfully 
recorded. As to the question at issue between 
parties, he maintained that it was not solely 
one as to the Redistribution Bill-whether it 
should be passed or not-but as to what 
power the Opposition should have to obstruct 
the Government in going on with other mea
sures of public importance. Assuming that 
the Government did give way, and accepted 
the further three months' supply now offered, 
and went on with the Iledistribution Bill till 
it was passed-would the Opposition, he 
would ask, grant the remainder of the Supply 
for 1872? He maintained that they would not 
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do so-after reading the production of the hon
orable member for Wide Bay. He contended 
that, after reading that production, the other 
honorable members on the Opposition side of 
the House would not give Supply for 1872, 
but would only give Supply for another month 
or two until some other measures were passed. 
Now it was never intended that the Govern
ment should go on with partial supply in that 
way, and it was altogether degrading to the 
Government to treat them in such a way as 
to the matter of Supply. He was sorry that 
the true state of matters could not be put 
before the citizens of Brisbane at the public 
meeting that was to be held in the Town Hall 
to-night. Thepeoplewere under the impression 
that it was Supply for 1873 that the Govern
ment wanted, whereas it was Supply for 1872 
that they wanted. Now he could tell the Oppo
sition that he would support them in resisting 
Supply for 1873 till every measure in the 
Ministerial programme was carried out, or, at 
least, till the greater number of the measures 
promised there were passed. He thought 
that if the honorable the Minister for Public 
Works, and one or two other honorable mem
bers on the Government side of the House, 
went to the Town Hall to-night and informed 
the meeting as to the true position of the 
question, they would produce a very great 
change upon the minds of the citizens of 1 

Brisbane. The two honorable members for 
East Jl.ioreton, he understood, attended the 
ploughmg match to-day, and after dinner, 
poisoned the minds of those present respecting 
this question. Instead of talking about farm
ing matters, so he was told, they went on to 
air their eloquence about the political position 
of parties in the House ; and he had been 
told also, that they announced their intention 
of backing up the Opposition in their place 
in this House, in refusing Supply till certain 
measures were passed. As he had already 
said, he thought it would be well that the 
honorable the Minister for Public \Vorks, 
and one or two other honorable members, 
should go to the 'l'own Hall to-night, and 
enlighten the minds of the citizens of Bris
bane on the subject ; and he had no doubt, that 
if the real state of the question was put 
properly before the meeting, the Government 
would have a large majority of the citizens 
in their favor. 

Mr. MoaEHEAD said he was sorry to detain 
honorable members opposite from going to 
the Town Hall, to attend the meeting to be 
held there to-night. What he had to deal 
with at present was, the question which had 
been raised by the honorable member for 
East J\.Ioreton, Mr. Hemmant, about the 
reports that appeared in the Courier of the 
debates that took place in the House. Now, 
he said it was a disgrace to any colony, that 
the proceedings of the Parliament should be 
represented, or rather mis-represented by such 
a miserable rag as the Courier. The reporters 
for that newspaper, in reporti!l_g the speeches 
that were delivered in the liouse, ignored 

every one except the honorable member for 
South Brisbane. Now, he thought, it was 
time that such a thing was put an end to ; 
and in this way-that either the reporters for 
that paper should be 1mt out of the gallery, 
or that they should be obliged to give honest 
reports. That they had honest reports of the 
speeches delivered in the House published in 
that paper, no one would assert; but that 
they had dishonest reports published in it, 
everyone must admit. The honorable mem
ber for South Brisbane knew very well how 
those reports were manipulated. The speeches 
which he wished to be reported were reported, 
and those he did not wish to be reported were 
not reported. He heard the honorable mem
ber for East Moreton, Mr. Hemmant, the 
the other night, deliver a good speech-and 
he said so, although the honorable member 
sat on the opposite side-a speech that was 
worth being report~d ; but he supposed it 
did not suit the fancy of the honorable mem
ber for South Brisbane, and so it was not 
reported in the Cou1·ier. The words in the 
Courier next morning were-

" J\.fr. Hemmant argued at some length in justi
fication of the action taken by the Opposition." 

Now, on the other hand, some honorable 
members who d1d · not speak so well or 
at the same length were reported at full 
length, and some of them at more than 
their full length ; and they were as unlike 
the speeches that were delivered as the 
published speeches of the honorable mem
ber for South Brisbane were unlike the 
speeches he delivered in the House ; and 
it was well known that the speeches of 
that honorable member, as published in the 
Courier, were not like the speeches he de
livered in the House. They were very diffi
cult to understand when they were delivered 
in the evening, but they read pleasantly and 
clearly enough in the morning. He did not 
know what it 'ltas owing to-whrther it was 
owing to something in the printer's ink, or 
what it was-but at night there was nothing 
in his speeches, whereas in the morning they 
read very well in the Courier; but that was 
all. He fully agreed with the honorable 
member for East .Moreton, Mr. Hemmant, 
in every word he had said on the subject ; 
and he was only sorry that the honorable 
member did not put it a little more strongly. 

Mr. EDMONDSTONE said he wished to make 
one or two remarks in answer to what had 
fallen from the honorable member who had 
just sat down. He could not understand 
what that honorable member, and the horror
able member who spoke before him, wished 
in this matter. He was sorry that the Cvurie1• 
did not please the honorable member for 'I,V est 
Moreton and the honorable member for the 
Mitchell; but again he would ask-what 
did those honorable members want P Did 
they want the House to subsidise the Courier 
to keep a large staff of reporters to report 
their speeches? Those honorable members 
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spoke o£ misreporting and partial reporting 
in the Courier, but what could the House do 
in the matter P The House had no control 
over the papers. They might have some 
control over the reporters for "Hansard," 
but they had no control whatever over the 
reporters for the newspapers. It was a mere 
wasting of the time of the House to go on 
talking about the reports in the Courier. A 
newspaper was a private property, and the 
proprietors gave only such reports of the 
proceedings of the House as suited them
selves, and as they considered to be sufficient 
for the information of their readers. It 
was.no use then to complain against the 
papers. The only publication they could 
make complaints against was "Hansard," 
over which they had some control. 1'he 
honorable member for "\Vest Moreton, .Mr. 
Thorn, had said that if the Redistribution 
Bill was passed, the Opposition would not 
then grant the whole of the supplies for 
1872, but would only grant so much more to 
go on with till some other measure was passed, 
and so on. Now, what the Opposition said, 
as he understood it, was this-Let the Bill be 
so far gone on with that there would be some 
prospect of its becoming the law of the land, 
and then they would, no doubt, go into the 
whole question of Supply. They would not 
make it a question then of two or three 
months' supply, but would go in for the 
whole of the remaining Supply for 1872. It 
was a piece of presumption on the part of 
the honorable member for West ~1oreton, 
Mr. Thorn, to say that if the Redistribution 
Bill were passed, further Supply for 1872 
would be withheld until some other measure 
was passed. What the honorable member for 
Fortitude Valley said-speaking as the leader 
of the Opposition-what he said in the first 
instance was this :-that the Redistribution 
Bill should be brought in, that Supply should 
be taken for a time, that the Bill should be 
gone on with till it was ready for a third 
reading ; and that the House should then go 
fully into Supply. If such a proposition as 
that was not sufficient to satisfy the Ministry, 
he did not know of anything the Opposition 
could offer in the shape of a compromise in the 
matter. If those terms were not accepted by 
the Government, he supposed they must just 
remain as they were. 

~fr. MILES said he had a word or two to 
say with reference to what had been said by 
the honorable member for West Moreton and 
the honorable member for the Mitchell. 
Those gentlemen were, it seemed, very much 
discontented with the Courier, and described 
it as a "rag." Now, he happened to be one of 
the proprietors of that paper, and he felt 
called upon, therefore, to say something on 
the other side of the question, and it was 
this, that he hoped the Courier would not, in 
future, attempt to report the speeches of 
those honorable members at all; and that 
they would not publish the speeches that had 
been addressed to the House to-night by the 

honorable member for the Mitchell and the 
honorable member for West Moreton. There 
was a very simple way of getting rid of the 
difficulty those honorable members complained 
about. They abused the Courier for mis
reporting; but in order to prevent that, they 
had only to move, that all strangers be re
quired to leave the House. He must say, as 
one of the proprietors of the Courier, that 
he objected to the cost of printing such 

, speeches as were delivered by the honorable 
member for the Mitehell and the honorable 
member for W t>st Moreton; and he thought 
that anyone having an interest in a paper 
would shut all such speeches out of it. 

The question, that the Chairman do now 
leave the chair, was then put and negatived 
on a division, by a majority of 13 to 9. 

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER then moved
That the Chairman leave the chair, report no 

progress, and ask leave to sit again. 
Agreed to. 
The House having resumed, 
The CoLONIAL TREASURER moved-
That the Committee have leave to sit again 

to-morrow. 
Agreed to. 
The House then adjourned. 




