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LEGISLATIVE ASSE1.LBLY. 
Thursday; 18 May, 1871. 

Supposed Remains of Leichharclt.-Gold :export Duty 
Repeal BilL-Gold Fields llomestf'!td Act Amendment 
BilL-Adjournment. 

SUPPOSED REMAINS OF LEIOIIHAH.Dl'. 
The CoLONiaL SECRETARY, in reply to a 

question by Mr. Groom, said that no instruc
tions had been issued to JYlr. Sub-lllS)Jector 
Gilmour to prosecute further searches for 
the remains of Leichhardt and his party ; 
but that Mr. Gilmour had been called 
upon to furnish a further report upon the 
subject of his discovery of certain human 
remains. The matter was one in which many 
persons took considerable interest, and he 
might therefore state, that the bones whieh 
were fou11d by Mr. Gilmonr had arrh·ed in 
town, and had been placed in the hands of 
three doctors for examination. He regretted 
to say that the quantity of bones received was 
verv small indeed-not so much as he could 
lift "in his hands. The docfors to whom they 
were shewn, aml with whom he was present 
at the time the bones were first ex11mined, 
were agreed that they were the bones of a 
human being, but whether they were those 
of a black or a white person they could 
not then say. To himself, they appeared 
to be the bones of a youDger person than any 
of Leichhardt's party. The doctors asked to 
be allowed to take the bones to the hospital 
for comparison with a skeleton, and he con
sented to their request. vVheh they had com
pleted their examination and furnished him 
with their report he would be in a position to 
give the House further information on the 
subject than he was able to give at the present 
time. The quantity of bones which had been 
sent down was very small indeed. They 
appeared to have been mL[ch wasted by ex
posure to the air, and, if he was not mistaken, 
to the action of fire also. There was nothing 
like the quantity he expected, from the re
port, to receive. 

GOLD EXPOR1' DUTY REPEAL BILL. 
l\Ir. KING said that when he brought for

ward a Bill to repeal the Act granting an 
export duty on gold during the last session, 
he pointed out that the duty was not in 
reality what it professed to be-an export 
duty on gold. It was paid by the producers 
who lived and spent their earnings in the 
colo11y, and it was not paid by the exporters. 
He believed that the Honorable the Colonial 
Secretary and the Honorable the Colonial 



Gold E:rpm•t Duty [18 JvfAY.] Repeal Bill. 305 

Treasurer, in speaking on this question last 
session, stated that they did not consider it 
as an export tax, but as a rent or royalty. 
'With regard to the claim for rent, he would 
just point out to the House that at the rate 
of 10s. per annum for forty feet square, the 
extent of an alluvial miner's claim, the mine1· 
paid at the rate of £13 10s. per acre, or £8,610 
per square mile as rent. The land which 
was let to the miner at those rates was 
usually very worthless for other purposes, 
and would not be classed higher than sPcond
class pastoral, which would be sold at 5s. per 
acre, or let to the squatter at 2s. 6d. per 
square mile. \Vith r<'gard to the claim as 
royalty, he would point out that this claim 
arose in very barba.rous times, when the 
Jvlonarch could claim a share in all enter
prises, and when royalties were accordingly 
paid on all minerals. lloyalties were paid 
up to comparatively recent times on all 
coal and iron and other minerals raised in 
Great Britain, but with civilisation came the 
knowledge that by allowing the laborer to 
enjoy the full profit of his labor the country, 
as well as the laborer, >1·ould. profit, and 
accordingly these royalties were abandoned 
on all the metals and minerals found in 
Great Britain. Gold was not now found 
there, and to that circumstance it was owing 
that the royalty charge upon it was allowed 
to remain, though it was actually obsolete. 
Shortly after the discovery of gold in Aus
tralia, an old mine in \V ales, named the 
"Vigra Ologan," was re-opened and worked. 
for a short time, and £23,000 was paid 
to the shareholders in the course of two 
years from the gold obtained; but the 
Governmenb made no demand for royalty. 
\Vhen he was at homo, about two years ago, 
there was a small gold field discovered in 
Sutherlandshire, and the Duke of Sutherland 
charged miners a small license fee for permis
sion to dig ; but no demand was made for 
royalty on the gold. This tax was at one 
time Ievied in Victoria, but it had been 
abolished by the Act 29 Vie., X o. 293, of the 
colony of Victoria. He would. now tell the 
House why this tax had been abandoned in 
Victoria. \Vhen the tax was first imposed 
there, the miners were working shallow allu
vial deposits of extraordinary richness ; and 
when it was recollected that a party of three 
men, working at Jvlount Alexander, obtained. 
120 lbs. of gold in one da v, and that success 
approaching to that degree was by no means 
uncommon, it would. he seen that the miners in 
that colony could well afford to pay an export 
duty; and. ihat, even after a reasonable cl educ
tion, the profits of' the miners would still be 
so great, that the gold fields ;vould he most 
attractive. vVhen, however, the shallow allu
vial deposits of Victoria became exhausted, 
and quartz mining and deep sinking began to 
prevail, it was found that this tax acted in a 
most injurious manner, by prohibiting the 
investment of capital on the gold. fields. 
But when it was found that quartz mining 

in particular required. large capital to pro
vide heavy and costly machinery, to pa.y 
an expensive cluss of labor, and. to carry 
on works on a large scale, the action of this 
tax was so injurious, that the Legislature of 
Victoria at once abolished it. This tax would 
amount to about two per cent. on standard 
gold of the value of £3 17s. 10~d. per oz. ; 
but very little of the Queensland. gold was so 
pure as that. Now, the tax was not charged 
on profits, hut on capital and. profit together. 
The capital of a gold-mining company in this 
colony was not usually large, as money was 
scarce ; and a company usually started with 
only sufficient capital to carry on until they 
raised and crushed some stone, the proceeds 
from which would again carry them on to the 
nrxt crushing. To give an instance of the 
operation of this tax : If a company com
menced. with a capital of £600, which they 
spent in one month, in raising and crushing 
a lot of stone, out of which they got gold 
worth £700, this would give them hack their 
capital and interest at the rate of 200 per 
cent. per annum, which, even for gold mining, 
woulLl be a splendid return. .But the tax 
would have to be paid, not on the £100 profit 
only, hut on the £600 capital; and supposing 
that the company crushed once a month, they 
would have to pay 24 per cent. per annum 
tax on their capital, in addition to the tax on 
their profits. Now, supposing that they did 
not make any profit, and that after doing £li00 
worth of work they only got £600 worth of 
gold in the month, why, in the course of the 
year, their capital would be diminished nearly 
one-third., whilst the mine was just paying its 
expenses. If a man spent £1,000 in gold 
mining, and got £1,000 worth of gold, he 
would lose £20 by the operation of the tax ; 
and if he only got £500 worth, he would. be 
taxed £10 for losing £500. If a capitalist 
came into this colony and asked. a resident to 
advise him how to invest his capital, what 
would his friend sa:r? \Yhy, this-that if he 
invested his capital in squatting, in sugar
planting, or in storekeeping, he might keep 
all he could get, but he must advise him not to 
invest in golclmining ; for, though the quartz 
reefs of the colony were unusually rich, the 
Government levied a tax of two per cent, on 
the produce of all gold mines, and if his 
profits were not suilicienb to pay that, they 
would take it out of his capital. Now, did 
they suppose a capitalist would invest under 
such circumstances? Yet capital was the 
great want of the Queensland gold fields. 
To shew the feeling of the mining population 
on the subject, he would quote from the 
evidence taken by the Commissioner appointed 
to inquire into the management of the gold. 
fields. _JUr. 0. \V. Hodgkinson, at Ravens
wood, said he would recommend.-

" The abolition of the export duty on gold, as 
savoring of class legislation; also because it pro
motes an impression that the Gm·ernmcnt, from 
the politically-defenceless position of the gold 
miner, regm·ds him as a fair object of prey." 
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At Cawarral, the miners passed a resolution 
to the effect-

" Tlmt the export duty on gold should be re
duced." 
At l1avenswood, the following resolution was 
adopted at a public meeting--

" That it is the wish of the present meeting, 
that the Gov<.'rnment would Llo nwav with the 
export duty on gold, as all miners look upon it aR 
a real grievance." · 

At Gympie, the I"ocal Court said-
" 'Ne think that this tax is inequitable in prin

ciple, and presses >cry heavily on the class of 
miners now working in the colony. IV e fail to 
see any valid argument in favor of ih continuance, 
unless it is found neccssa1·y for the purposes of 
re•enue to tax all exported produce." 

'l'hen again. a public meeting, at Gympie, 
passed the following re8olution :-

"That .this meeting is of opinion that the 
export duty 011 gold is unjust, aml depresses the 
mining industry." 
Having thus shewn that the tax was felt by 
the mining population to be unjust., he would 
now proceed to shew that it waH impolitic. 
He thought that the gold fields of the colony 
should be dealt with on the same principle 
as the public lamls. Thev hail: a tolerablv 
liberal law for the alienation of Crown lands 
in fee simple, and they had the other night 
passed through its second reading a Pastoral 
Leases Bill, to enable the squatters to take up 
runs at a rent of two shillings and sixpence per 
square mile. The argument used to recom
mend these measures was, that it would be 
better to gi>e t~w lan~l away, if by that 
metms a population conHl be se1.tlec1 upon it 
who would contribute to the l't'Yenue, than to 
keep it barren and unoccupied by imposing 
too high terms. The same. argument would 
apply to the gold fields. They had enormous 
gold fields and a very small mining popula
tion, and it would be better to haYe those 
gold fields peopled than, by imposing too 
heavy taxes upon the miners, to drive thrm 
away. It must be remembered, that the mining 
population contributed more than any other 
to the Customs and ExciRe revenue by thPir 
large consumption of dutiahlP articles. He 
perfectly agreed that, in dealing with tl1is 
question, the good of the colony must be 
considered before the benefit of any particular 
class. He did not consider, as ;;;)me honor
able members might, that it would be for the 
interest of the colony to gPt as much as they 
could out of every miner. He did not believe 
that it would be to the interest of the colony 
to attempt to clepriyc the gold miner of any 
of the proceeds of his labor. He believell 
that it would be to the benefit of the colony 
to have the gold fields fully populated-and 
that would never be the case as long as class 
legislation preYailcll aml the miner was the 
victim. He would. now proceed to point out 
from the J~stimatc·s of Hevenuc and Expendi
ture for 1871 that this tax wa~ an UJ11Yarrantecl 

imposition on the miners. If honorahle mem
bers would look at the l~stimates of l~evenuc 
for the I>resent year they would see that the 
revenue derived from miners' rights, escort 
fees, &c., amounted to £7,500; and on turning 
to the :Estimates of Expenditure under the de
partment of the Secretary for Public \V orks, 
the.r would find that the total estimated Pxpcn
ditnre on all the gold fi.clds of the colony wa~ 
only £7,219. fn other words, the specinl gold 
fields taxation, without the cxporL duty, 
amounted to nearly £:cl00 more thun the 
special expenditure. U nclor those circum
stancE'~, he could not imagine that any person 
who desired to· dPal justly with the miners 
woultl vote for the continuance of this tax. 
He must point out also, before closing his 
remarks, that, owing to the manner in which 
the tax was collected, it really amounted to 
much more than 2 per cent., us the greall'l' 
part of the gold exported from this colony 
was CX]Jorted in the form of amalgamated 
cakes containing a consid0rable percentage 
of dirt and quicksilver, in allclition to other 
metals with which the gold might be alloyed. 
In fact, owing to this, he might say that the 
duty \Youlcl nmount to iln·c per cent., instead 
of two 11er cent., as was intended by the Act. 
He would also inform the House that most of 
the Queensland gold was largely alloyed with 
silver, an;l the duty \Yas chargecl on both 
silver and gold. The mines at Blacksnake, 
near Kilkivan, were, in fact, almost silver 
lodes. He had held in his hand a bar of gold, 
from Blacksnake, containing 67 lJPr Cf'nt. of 
silvPr, and 33 per cent of gold; but duty had 
to be paid on the whole-silver as welL as 
golcl-at the rate of one shilling ancl sixpence 
pt•r ounce on sih-cr ·worth only :five shillings 
}>Pr ounce at the ~fint. Several promising 
mines at Dlacksnake had been abandoned, 
owing to this tax, and the colony lost con
siclerably by the desertion of that very 
promising little gold field. It had been 
said by members on the othl'r side of the 
House. that if the duty were not paid in 
this colony it would ha Ye to be paicl in X cw 
Souih \Vall•H. :::\ ow he had the assurance of 
an inspeclOi' of one of the rn·incipal golcl
pnrclw~ing banks that that would not be the 
casP. That gentlPman pointed out to him 
that if the ~ cw South \Vales Go>crnment 
ul tPmptcd to impose a duty on importell gold, 
the banks could rasily Pstablish an assayer in 
Brisbane, have the gold from the northern 
ports brought do\Yll and melted here, and 
sent clown with the Engliilh mail and put on 
board the English steamer, without even 
lauding it in l\ ew South \V ales. He hoped 
the Treasurer would not attempt to make an 
a}lpPal ad miserirordiam; but if he did, he 
would rem in cl honorable me· m hers that he (.\ 1 r. 
King) had Jlruved the tax to be unjust, and he 
would a:;k them to remember the saying, 
•' .F'iat juszitia ruat c,~lmn." 

The CoLo~I.\L Tmusc:nm said the Go
>ernment e"ulcl have no hesitation in opposing 
the second reading of this Bill. It was uot, 
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however, from any feeling of affection for the 
gold export duty, but because there were 
several reasons why it should be retained. 
Some honorable members would, no doubt, 
recollect that before 1857, a very offensive fee 
was charged upon diggers in the neighboring 
colonies ; and, in order to assist the diggers 
in getting rid of what was a sort of capitation 
tax, an export duty on gold was imposed, to 
the amount of two shillings and sixpence per 
ounce. That rate of charge, however, was 
afterwards reduced to one shilling and six
pence per ounce, because it was considered 
that two shillings and sixpence was oppres
sive. It ·was considered that the reduced rate 
was the easiest way of collecting a revenue 
from the miners. Now, miners must pay a 
tax, in order to provide for their special 
requirements ; and he thought it would be 
~dmitlcd that the most just course was to 
Impose a tax that would not come down 
equally and indiscriminately on the successful 
and the unsuccessful miner. The gold export 
duty only came upon the miners who were 
successful, and therefore he considered it to 
be the most just system of taxation that could 
be adopted in the case of miners. There were 
other reasons why the Bill ought not to pass 
a second reading that evening. The honor
ablc member for \"Vide Bay had taken the usual 
course of having a Bill of this nature intro
duced through a Committee of the Whole; but 
he had not shewn how the loss to the revenue 
by the repeal of this tax was to be met. Now, 
he thought that it was the duty of the honor
ablo member to clo so when bringing forward 
a Bill, which, if passed into law, would very 
seriously affect the revenue. If other honor
able members were to bring in measures for 
the repeal of certain taxes, to which they or 
their constituents might object, the revenue 
of the colony would soon be diminished to a 
>ery small amount indeed. It had been 
acknowledged that this was not so much a 
tax as it was a royalty for the gold obtained 
by the miners. There was no analogy, he 
maintained, between the case of the miner 
and the case of the pastoral tenant, in the 
matter of the development of the resources 
of the colony. The honorable member had 
not, in the course of his speech, shewn the 
full amount that was expended in connection 
with the gold fields of the colony. He had 
not shewn how much was expended in the 
construction of roads and bridges for the 
benefit of the gold fields. For those reasons 
he thought it must be obvious to honorable 
members that the Bill should not be read a 
second time. A Bill of this kind had been 
brought before the House on several occasions, 
but had never been assented to. The 
princirJle of the tax was never regarded 
favorably by honorable members ; and 
no one looked upon taxation on exports 
favorably; but this \Vas an exceptional 
tax, and was imposed for the purpose of 
providing for the convenience of the -miners 

' themselves. For that reason, he considered 
it was justified as an exceptional tax. Re 
had never heard that it was strongly objected 
to by the miners themselves, generally. He 
had heard some objections made to it; but it 
had not been generally complained of, either 
in this or in the neighboring colonies, as an 
excessive or oppressive tax. The successful 
miners, who held large claims and obtained 
large quantities of gold, might complain of it; 
but he thought that the unsuccessful miner, 
or the holcler of a small claim, would not 
complain of it. 
- Mr. PRrNG said he would support the 

second reading of the Bill, but he would do 
so with a certain amount of regret, because, 
though he looked upon a tax of the sort as 
an unjust one, he could not fail to see that 
its repeal would deprive the revenue of a 
certain amount. Some years ago, when Mr. 
Herbert was at the head of the Government, 
this gold export duty was imposed. The Act 
was similar to the Act of New South Wales, 
and it was considered to be a very bad Act ; 
and Mr. Herbert never denied that it was a 
bad Act per se, and that it had not the 
effect of producing anything like the amount 
expected from it to the general revenue of 
the colony. It was admitted that it might 
have been a very good Act for New South 
Wales, whence gold was exported direct to 
England, but it was very difl:erent in the case 
of this colony, whence they had to export their 
gold to Sydney. An instance of the unjust 
nature of the tax came under his own observa
tion during his recent visit to the gold fields as 
Commissioner. He was shewn two pieces of 
gold, both of about eight pounds weight ; one 
was from the Cloncurry, and was of the value 
of £3 l7s. 6d. an ounce, and the other was 
from Western Creek, and was only worth 
about £2 an ounce, because of the quantity 
of silver it contained; but the same amount 
of duty was chargeable upon both. He did 
not object to the miner being fairly taxed, 
but he certainly objected to a mode of taxa
tion that did not fall fairly upon him. It 
was only upon the gold that was produced 
that the tax, if any, should be levied. The 
miners brought a great deal of evidence 
before him on this subject, but he told them 
that he could not entertain it, because it was 
outside the province of his duties as Commis
sioner to do so, and that the House had 
already dealt with it. The evidence he so 
refused to receive was verbal evidence; but 
what came before him in the form of written 
communications, he had inserted in his report, 
ancl he could not prevent its being there. 
He might, however, state, that from the evi
dence given, both oral and written, it was 
quite clear to him that the miners considered 
the gold eX}Jort cluty to be a very oppressive 
tax. Though he regretted that the revenue 
might be deprived of the amount derived from 
this duty, he would suuport the motion for the 
second reading of the "Bill ; but he hoped the 
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Ministry would be able to devise some means, 
should the Bill be carried, to make up the 
deficiency, 

Jl;lr. ATKIN said that the honorable the 
Colonial Treasurer had stated, that it was the 
duty, of the honorable member who had 
brought forward this Bill, to shew how the 
deficiency it would, if carried, occasion to the 
revenue, should be made up. Now, he (Mr. 
Atkin) maintained that if the Bill were passed 
by Parliament, it was properly the duty of 
the Treasurer to shew how the deficiency 
should be made up. When, in 1866, Mr. Fitz
simmons brought forward a motion with a 
view to the introduction of a Bill for the repeal 
of the export duty on gold, the honorable 
gentleman now at the head of the Govern
ment supported the motion. At page 835 of 
the third volume of" Hansard," that honorable 
gentleman was reported to have said that-

" He would support the motion, because he 
believed all export duties were bad, in theory, in 
principle, and in practice, and because he thought 
that instead of the diggers being discouraged they 
ought to be encouraged, and that as much as 
possible, and one of the best ways of doing so 
would be by abolishing the duty that was now 
placed upon their industry. The honorable the 
Colonial Treasurer had read some figures, which 
were no doubt correct, shewing the amount of 
revenue derived in New South '.Vales from the 
export duty on gold ; but the honorable gentle
man should have informed the House, at the same 
time, that iu New South Wales the duty was 
going through a process of diminution towards its 
total abolition, and that in Victoria the duty had 
altogether ceased to exist. Now, honorable mem
bers might not be aware that the duty pressed 
very unequally upon the miners. But such was 
the case, and in this way : that all the steerage 
passengers in the steamers leaving Rockhampton 
for Sydney direct were searched, though the 
saloon passengers were not; and why there was 
such an exception he did not know. But on 
board the stramers leaving Rockhampton for 
Brisbane no one was searched; nor were any of 
the passengers by the steamers from Brisbane to 
Sydney searched. He thought honorable members 
would see, that by such an arrangement the duty 
could not fall equally upon all the miners. If a 
n01·thern digger came to Brisbane, and then sailed 
by another steamer from Brisbane to Sydney, he 
escaped having to pay any duty upon the gold he 
might have with him. As to assisting to pay the 
expenses, the revenue from the duty come to only 
about £900 ; and he thought that if the dut.y were 
abolished the loss of that amount of revenue would 
be more than compensated for by the amount of 
gold that would, in consequence of the abolition 
of the cluty, be brought into circulation, and by 
the increase in the customs revenue on aceount of 
an increase of population on the gold fields. He 
considered it was most impoiitic to impose this 
duty. It was a sort; of class legislation, a kind of 
legislation that he always objected to; and, there
fore, if the motion went to a division, he would 
vote for it." 

Now, the great bulk of the arguments con
tained in that speech, held good at the 

present day ; and if the honorable member 
held the same views now, with respect to the 
export duty on gold, as he did then, he must 
vote for the motion. This was a class tax of 
the most objectionable kind; and he could not 
see why the miners should be singled out, as 
a class of the community that should be sub
jected to special taxation. They paid the 
ordinary taxes which others had to pny, and 
it was well known that they were the largest 
consumers of dutiable goods. Therefore, 
why they should be subjected to a special 
tax he could not understand. 

Mr. FYFR said he would support the 
second reading of the Bill, as he knew that 
the miners in the Rockhampton district 
desired that the tax sl10uld be repealed. 
He had not changed the opinion he had from 
the first entertained upon the subject ; but 
the miners had changed theirs. He, however, 
thought that those who asked for the re]Jeal 
of this duty, ought to shew how the deficiency 
it would occasion to the revenue could be 
made up. For his own part, he looked upon 
this as a legitimate a.nd equitable tax, and 
that to abolish it would be to make a present 
to the banks of the amount it now yielded to 
the revenue. If the Government were 
true to themselves and to the country, they 
would establish a national bank. By the 
course of legislation that was carried on the 
banks were enabled to dictate to the Gove1·n
ment of the colony as to what they should do. 
Why, the banks had the power to say to 
the Government whether there should or 
should not be railways constructed in the 
colony. If the Government was in that 
position, that they had to be subservient to 
the banks, the House ought to step in and 
legislate in a way that would be for the general 
interests of the colony. Bank notes were 
not a currency, except in the case of the Bank 
of :England, and they were only a currency 
within twenty-five miles of the city of London. 
However, the notes of the Bank of England, as 
honorable members knew, were generally re
ceived in ahnost everypartoftheworld, at their 
full value, although it was universally known 
that the Bank of England had been three or four 
times insolvent during the last hundred years; 
and that the Imperial Government had had to 
step in from time to time. and, by special enact
mcnts, support the bank through its difficulties. 

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY said he >ms 
quite aware of the opinions which he ex
pressed in 1863 on a similar measure to this, 
and of which the honorable member for East 
Moreton had reminded the House by reading 
part of his speech, and he could not say that 
he had changed his opinions very much as to 
his objections to the tax. He still looked upon 
the gold export duty as a bad tax, as one that 
he should be very glad to see repealed. But, 
since he had made that speech, he had had to 
take part in providing to carry on the gowrn
ment of this colony, and when an honorable 
member was placed in such a position, he was 
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apt to look at a subject from a very different 
point of vie"", and to take a different view of 
it from that he had as a member of the 
Opposition. Still, he believed he was right 
in theory. Admitting that he should be ex
ceedingly glad to see this tax clone away with, 
he could not at all sec his way to doing away 
with it at present. As to its being regarded 
as unjust by the gold producers, as the horror
able Mr. l'ring had stated, he could hardly 
believe it. 'When honorable members looked 
back to the time when it was imposed, 
they would find that it replaced another very 
objectionable tax, and that, in fact, it was a 
sort of compounding with the diggers, and was 
put upon them instead of the license fee of 
thirty shillings a-month, which hacl been a 
great trouble to collect. The license fee was 
reduced to ten shillings a- year, and the ex
port duty of half.a-cro"\Vn an ounce was put 
upon gold. The House would not, he hoped, 
forget that the export duty was imposed 
instead of the license fee of thirty shillings 
a-month, which had borne inconveniently 
upon the digger. The man who was lucky 
did not care about that fee; but the man 
who was unluclcy was, perhaps, ruined by 
it, or driven off the gold field; or, he ran 
the risk of digging without a license. 
The present license fee and this export duty 
did not press heavily upon any one. The 
argument that it was inconvenient, as the 
gold was worth more than the standard price, 
would not hold. All taxation bore incon
nniently, and no one could give an instance 
in which it did not. Even the income tax, 
which was supposed to be the fairest in the 
llritish dominions, bore unevenly on different 
individuals-more heavily on a married man 
than on a bachelor, though they had similar 
incomes. In the position in which he (the 
Colonial Secreary) was placed, he had a duty 
to perform to the country, and so had all the 
Ministry, and that was, to provide revenue
to provide for the carrying on of the Govern
ment, and for the payment of the interest on 
the public debt. If the House should choose 
to sweep away the revenue from the gold of 
£21,000 per annum, the Ministry would, of 
course, have to propose some taxation to 
make up for it. 

An HoNORA.BTiE :\fr:mmn: Ad r.rlarcm. 
The CoLONUL ~ECHETARY: It was some 

recompense for the Pxtm expense the country 
"l>as put to with rrgard to the diggers. Tax
ation in li1~u of it must talre the sha])(' of an 
increasecllieense-fee for miners' rights, which 
might be .very obJectionable iny1an.v 'n~y~, 
more particularly m the trouble of collecthm. 
If the liePnse-fee was inereasccl the Govem
nll'nt wuuld JJaYc to raise a small army of 
lloliec to collecG it. He believed that on some 
diggings it was almost im]lossible to get the 
dir.rg••rs to take out minPrs' right,:. 

'The Hon. 1{. l'm1m: Onlv' Chinamen. 
The CoLONIAL SECRETAilY : OthPrs as 

1rcll. If the license-fee were increased, there 
must be additional police to collect the 

revenue, and additional police meant ad
ditional money to pay. 'Vhere the House 
would stop in striking off taxes because they 
were inconvenient, he did not know. The 
question having been clec.ided last session, it 
would have shewn something of statesman
ship if the honorable member for Wide Bay 
haclnot interfered with it until the tariff came 
up again. He did not wish to impute motives, 
because that was unparliamentary, but he 
could not fail to remark that every Bill or ques
tion the honorable member brought before the 
House bore particularly upon his own private 
interests. He dicl not think it was desirable 
to push forward lJrivate interests in the House. 
After the decision of the House on this ques
tion, only five months ago, it should have 
been allowed to rest. There had been no 
agitation upon it since. He (the Colonial 
Secretary) had hearil. the honorable member 
for Kennedy say, the duty ought to be re
pealed, and the honorable member for Bris
bane, Mr. Pring, had said he was offered 
evidence on the subject which he clid not 
receive. There was a large gold field near 
Brisbane, but there had been no agitation 
there on the subject of the repeal of the 
export duty; there had come no petition to the 
House against it. When the men on whom 
the tax pressed did not petition for its 
abolition or repeal, the House were not called 
upon to act on the motion of one honorable 
member. 

J\fr. LrLLEY said he should vote for the 
second reading of the Bill, and he could do so 
in perfect consistency with his frequently 
expressed opinion in the House. He admitted 
that there might be some difficulty thrown 
upon the Government in finding another 
SflUrce of taxation. But it was best to be 
just; and he had no doubt that his honorable 
friend, the Colonial Treasurer, wonH finrl 
some means of supplementing the rcYf'nuo io 
the extent that he might Lt> clcprin'd of 
money by the p!ls:4ing of the Bill before the 
House. He thought tlw tax was an nnjn·'t 
on0; it wa': Ullju.,t, to hi:s mind, bt:eause it 
fell upon one elass of the c 'mmunity. If 
we ,,-ere to havC' anything in the shape of tt 

ten: of i; s natnre-,-it might, perhaps, b•' 
rcgarJed more as an income tax upon the 
earnings of the digger than as a royalty--
the House onght to go in for an income tax 
all rvund. \Yhy should not the squatter, or 
r:.tstoral tenant of the Crown, who got a 
handsome revenue from the lancls of the 
colony---

The Cur,o;,;rAL SEcRETARY: Does he P 
:;\fr. LrLLEY: I,Yhy should not he pay? 

\Vhv should not the lawver, who made a 
g-Joll income, occasionally, from out his brains, 
and h~s law books, and his practice ?-and 
'"hy should not the merchant, and others P
wlw, in fact, should not all contribute, if the 
gol~l miner was called upon to pay his income 
tax P He (Mr. Lilley) saw no reason why 
they should not. vVhy should the House be 
so much puzzled to find a source of taxation r 
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He had heard the late Treasurer in despair 
as to where more taxation was to be got. 
Why, there was no land tax, yet !-and he 
saw that in Victoria they were about to 
impose that sensible tax. There, the lands of 
the colony were expected to render to the 
State a proper contribution to the revenue; 
and, here, we could have a land tax, and an 
income tax ! Those were immense sources of 
taxation, if honorable members would only 
legislate, as they had been advised by the 
Premier, so as not to deal so much with the 
private interests of me m bcrs, and not spend 
so much time in dealing with pastoral leases 
and other matters of that description, which 
shewed that a due regard was paid to 
private interests within the walls of the 
Assembly. He thought it would be well 
to vote for the second reading of the 
Bill. Again referring to the movement 
in Victoria for a land tax, he said that 
he did not care what form the tax would take 
here, so long as a revenue was obtained from 
the land. He thought it would be well that 
the lands were alienated, upon the condition 
that some revenue was got from them. And, 
without meaning by his observations to give 
alarm or offence, he must say that he was 
glad to fincl that in the colony below, legisla
tion had a tendency in a way which he had 
advocated so consistently for adoption in this 
colony. He held that the lands should be 
alienated, subject to the reservation of a 
permanent source of revenue from them. 
He believed that it would be in many 
respects for the future advantage and progress 
of the colony, and would secure her people 
from any alarm of a deficiency of revenue. 
He should vote for the second reading of the 
Bill, although he did not suppose that it 
would be carried. It would be well for the 
House to deal with the question upon the 
broad principle of justice, and less upon 
expediency. He had done so always, and 
consistently; when Mr. Herbert was in 
office, when he (Mr, Lilley) was in office 
himself, he voted for the repeal of the tax, 
and he should do so on the present occasion. 

Mr. FERRETT maintained that this tax on 
the diggers was necessnry and convenient ; 
and he objected to the substitution of a land 
tax for it, as suggested by the honorable 
member for Fortitude Valley. Victoria was 
a very different country from this, and could 
afford a land tax. If a land tax was imposed 
in Queensland, people would not come and 
settle on the land. He should like to know 
how many farmers, here, could afford to pay 
a land tax. It would be a most injudicious 
way of meeting an emergency ; it would be 
worse than a robbery of the people who took 
up land. 

Mr. GRooM said he could sympathise very 
much with the Treasurer in the lament, so to 
speak, which he had delivered to the House, 
about the loss of revenue which would ensue 
if the gold export duty was abolished. But 
the co11rse of action which he would take 

would be different from that of the honorable 
member who had introduced the Bill ; he 
should vote against the tax because he thought 
it was inequitable and unjust. The main 
argument in favor of its imposition originally 
was, that it was a tax essential to be put upon 
the digging population in order to afford them 
protection; and the gravamen of the then 
Treasurer's speech was, that the diggers 
should be protected by the police from the 

. inroads of the bushrangers of N e>Y South 
vY ales. The measure was resisted by only 
seven members in a small House, and was 
carried. He had voted against it on principle, 
and he intended to oppose the continuance of 
the tax on the present occasion. The honor
able member for Rockhampton had said that 
the Opposition who proposed to repeal an 
Act, which repeal would entail a loss of 
£21,000 on the colony, should shew how that 
loss was to be made up ; and his words were 
cheered by the Colonial Treasurer. He (l\Ir. 
Groom) did not agree with the honorable 
member. The amount was small, and there 
were many other sources from which that 
amount could be raised. The honorable 
member for Fortitude Valley had mentioned 
one, when he referred to Victoria, where there 
was a movement, which he (Mr. Groom) was 
very glad to see. He felt certain that the 
public mind in this colony was being educated 
gradually to the adoption of a land tax. He 
represented a farming population largely, ancl 
in the way he had put it to them, they agreed 
most heartily that the land should be taxed, 
and that the proceeds should be devoted part 
to the improvement of the roads, and part 
for immigration. There was another means 
of raising revenue. In Victoria, about 
£150,000 was realised from business licenses. 
Why should not something of the ~ort be 
imposed in this colony? He suggested it to 
the consideration of the Treasurer. It was a 
fortunate thing for him that this discussion 
took place before he had to make his financial 
statement. There was no question whatever, 
that gold mining had settled down into a 
regular local industry. The alluvial diggings 
were worked out; and the present system of 
reefing was a recognised and settled occupa
tion for a large population. He felt that it 
was very de:;irable to insist upon this, and 
that it should be known, in the face of what 
he found in the London 1'imes, of the 18th, 
March last. There was. a report from Sir 
Olinton Murdoch to Sir Frederick Rogers, on 
the subject of emigration, and it contained 
the following, to which he requested the 
attrmtion of honorahle members, based upon 
a despatch received from the Governor of 
Queensland : it was fraught 'vith serious 
consequences to this colony :-

" The Governor of Queenslaml snys, that for 
some years past the immigration into that colony 
has, in his opinion, been mther in excess of the 
demand for labor ; that unless the anival of 
immigrants be accompanied by !he arrival of 
capitalists ready to employ them, disappointment 
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will follow ; that the modern system of enclosing 
pastoral lands hns reduced the demand for 
shepherds, and that the one class much in demand 
are female domestic ser>ants. 'The only way 
in which the colony could. be made a>ailable for 
immigrants from the United KingJom is, he 
thinks, eithe1· by a loan for public works to be 
raised by the colony with the guaranke of the 
llome Treasury, or by an advance from the Home 
Government, or an association, of the expenses of 
settli,1g immigrants on land. It is superfluous to 
observe that, so far as the Imperial Treasury is 
concerned, neither of these expedients is admis· 
sible." 

number of Jleople, for some time to come, as 
they were opened out. Most certainly, he 
should vote for the Bill, as he always opposed 
the dnty since he had a scat in the House. 
The Treasurer had justified the (ax as neces
sitated bv certain circumstancf's which he did 
not detail. It was known that the country 
had to employ a considerable number of 
native policP, for the protection of the pastoral 
tenants in the outside districts ;-was there 
anv special tax on those pastoral tenants ? 

'!.'he CoLONIAL SEcRETARY: Yes; the rent. 
l\:fr. GR00211: The digger, too, paid a rell:t. 
l\:Ir. ]HelL wRAITH: Don't you get white 

police? 
l\fr. GnooM : Yes. But there was no 

special tax imposed on the pastoral tenants 
of the Crown, in the outside districts, for 
native police. He referred to this because it 

That was a paltry statement to go forth to 
the emigrating public of Gr0at Britain. The 
Times, of March 21st, contained a leading 
article drawing attention to the condition of 
Queensland, in con~equence of that extra
ordinary despatch sent home by the Gover
nor. 'l'here was not a word in that despatch 
about our gold fields, and their promi~e of 
employment to a large population, nor a word 
about the prosperity of the miners. 1'here 
was not a word alJOut the large interest es
tablished and almost begging for labor. In 
order to meet certain eomplaints that had 
been made about Polynesian labor, agents 
were employed by the Government to go in 
the ships to the islands in order to sec that 
the labo1·ers brought here for the reqllire
ments of the colony were properly obtained. 
In the presence of the fact that five or six 1 

vessels were engagecl between this colony 1 

and the islands to procure la borer~, and the 
fact that Coolies were inquired for as labor
ers, there was a statement to go forth to the 
world with official authority l At the preseut 
time, it was calculated to do serious injury 1 

to this colony. He thought it was quite time 
that all temporising should be abandoned, and 
that public men should put an end to a state 
of things that permitted such misrepresenta
tion to go abroad. They should sec whether 
the honorable gentlemen who occu1)ied the 
Treasury benches should not have that des
patch contradicted. 

1 had been argued that the diggers' peculiar 
vocation required that they should have 
larger police protection than any other section 
of the community. He took exception to that 
argument. 1'he Colonial Secretary had said 
that no petitions had been sent to the House 
for the repeal of the gold export duty. That 
was perfectly true. But, last session, on the 
motion of the Minister for Lands, suggested 
by the honorable mPmbPr for "\Vide Bay, the 
House rf'solved upon sending a commissioner 
to the gold fields to take evidence. Though 
the commissioner had had evidence proffered 
on the subject of the gold export duty, he did 
not think himself justified in going into that 
particular grievance; and, when the honorable 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : The members 
of the Government never see the Governor's 
despatches, that I am aware of. For the 
report of the Immigration Agent the Govern
ment are responsible ; but not for the Go
vernor's despatches, which they never sec. 

• \V e know nothing of the despatch in question. 
1\Ir. GROO:I'I expressed his satisfaction with 

the statement of the Premier, which at once 
relieved him and the Government from an im
plied imputation ; because, when he first read 
the statement, he imagined that it had bef'n 
written with the concurrence of the honor
able gentleman. It was a very damaging 
statement, and the more so as there was one 
part of it which could not be denied-that 
the modern system of enclosing runs reduced 
the demand for labor. He took exception to 
it altogether, for the gold fields gave employ
ment to a very large class of the community, 
and would afford employment for a great 

gentleman mentioned ihe name of one pioneer 
digger who had offered evidence of the com
plaint of the diggers against the tax, the 
:Minister for Works laughed derisively, 
though he durst say the opinion of that 
person was as good as the opinion of the 
honorablo member for J\faryborough. 

l\fr. LILLEY said he never did see a Gover
nor's report; if he had seen a report of the 
kind cited by the honorable member who last 
addressed the House, he would either have 
recalled the Immigration Agent, or thrown 
his commission in the Go>f'rnor's face. 

l\Jr. l\JclL WRAITH said he intended to vote 
for the second realling of the Bill; not because 
the gold export duty was an unjust tax; not 
because it was an inequitable tax. He should 
vote for it ; not for the reasons that he had 
heard alhanced on the Opposition side of the 
HousC', but for the reasons which he had 
given last session, and which he repeated now, 
that he could not see why there should be 
a tax on any produce of the colony, which he 
objected to on principle. As he had spoken 
so recently upon it, he need not repeat his 
arguments ; but he would dwell on one point, 
and speak to the words used by honorable 
members, that the tax was unjust and inequit
able. "\Yhen he examined the statistics of 
the colony, he found that there were a great 
many taxes, and that, as a general princi]Jle, 
the colonists all paid alike; but that those 
who got special achantages, l)aid for those 
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advantages. He found that for business 
licenses on the gold fields, persons paid £4 
a-year. For that, a man got a certain amount 
of land, on which to erect a house in which 
to carry on his business ; he paid for this 
special advantage. .A_ license to cut timber 
on vacant Crown land, cost£4 per annum ; and 
for a license to cut hardwood alone, a man 
had to pay £2 a-year. In those case~, men 
who took out licenses, paid for converting 
what was the public property to their own 
advantage; they got special aLlvantagcs. 
For a license to dig for and remove 
any gravel, stone, brick earth, shells, or 
other material, ·from oif Crown lanJs, 
a man had to pay £5 per annum ; and 
the brickmakers paid an annual license of 
£3 for each mould. 'l'hosc wert' payments 
for special advantages. 1\ ow, so far as 
justice was concerned, all the persons men
tioned, with the exception of the holder of a 
business license, whom he intended to leave 
out of his argument, were not in circum
stances of greater prosperity than the gold
diggers of this colony; and he did not think 
they got any special advantages which the 
digger did not get. In fact, \\hat they got 
from the public, or the Crown, \\ere certain 
privileges for their own purposes ; and they 
were much the same in each case. The man 
who was licensed to dig for gravel, paid to 
the Government what was equal to the duty 
on 66% ounces of gold, which, reckoning it at 
£3 17s. 6cl. an ounce, was a tax on an income 
of £257 Gs. Sd. The laborer who went on 
Crown lands to cut timber paid equal to the 
duty on 53t ounces of gold, or a tax on an 
income of £206 13s. 4d. The man who 
made bricks, and his circumstances were not 
specially favorable, paid equal to the duty on 
40 ounces of gold, or a tax on an income of 
£155. He (1\Ir. l\Icilwraith) thought that 
completely answered the arguments as to the 
injustice and inequitableness of the gold 
export duty. He did not think the digger 
paid more than he ought to pay ; but he 
thought that the duty was unwisely levied, 
and that it was wrong in principle. His 
figures shewecl that, if the House went into 
the justice of the tax, there was not a man in 
the country districts who was not taxed more 
than the digger at the present time. 

Mr. HANDY said, that having heard the 
speeches for and against the Bill, he felt dis
posed to support the second reading, for the 
simple reasons, first, that he thought the 
export duty on gold a very partial tax ; 
second, that it pressed unequally on th0 
miners ; and, third, that it was prohibitive of 
the opening up of our golll fields. The tax 
did not fall on the banks that exported the 
gold; but on the miners who sold their gold 
to the banks at a price from which the duty 
was deducted. .A_ very small minority of the 
miJh'l'S of the colony were successful, and the 
va · t nwjuri!y were struggling for an existf'nce, 
and it >ms very hartl on the latter that they 
should be taxed equally with the formrr. 

That duty was a class tax, and an offensive 
tax. The Treasurer evinced a want of states
manship if he could not find some other 
source of taxation which would yield the 
amount of revenue that the repeal of this tax 
won] cl deprive him of; and he ought not 
to ask the Oj)position to shcw him where to 
supply the deficiency. He (Mr. Handy) 
told the Colonial Srcretarv that if the G ovcrn
ment were in diillcultie"s about the loss of 
£20,000, that \IllS nothing to the Opposition. 
\Vhether or not the Government could make 
up the revemie, he wa:J bonnd to oppose the 
tax. The Trmsurer hacl spoken of the co;t 
of roaus and bridges on account of the gold 
fields, but he had not said a word about the 
large direct reYenue derivable from publicans' 
licenses on the gold fields, hrsides the in
dirPet revenue from the consumption of 
dutiable goods on thf1 diggings. Besid~s the 
gold duty, he should oppose the hcense 
fees charged for cutting timber and removing 
stone from Crown lands ; he felt that they 
were unjust to industries of such a nature. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said he had the 
misfortune to diffe1· from a good many horror
able members who had already spoken. 
because he did not sec the grievous objections 
to this impost which had struck their minds. 
There was one obj('ction, and that was its 
name. If, instead of being called an export 
duty, this charge were eallecl a royalty, he 
thought that honorable members on ·the 
Opposition side of the House would find very 
little to say against it. For that reason, he 
woulcl vote against the Bill. 'l'his charge
he would omit the name tax altogether-was 
levied only on the successful digger, and 
the successful digger paid less for his rights 
than anv other licensed worker in the 
colony, ,;hile his returns might be imcom};ar
ably larger-a small amount of work might 
bring positiYe affiuence to a man, within a 
year. There was no other occupation iu 
which a man could obtain the same advan
tages by the same amount of labor of his 
hands. Ho (the Attorney-General) thought 
that the men who devoted themselves to 
mining had advantages which were not pos
sessed by any others in the community. The 
sum of ten shillings was llhat they paid for 
their miners' rights, and the ad Yantages they 
hacl wore }Jrotection for their claims and 
their property, and the rigM to search for 
gold almost wherever they chose. It was 
only a nominal charge. Those who \Yore 
unsucr0;sful hacl no further charge to pay, 
and those who were successful could well 
afford the charge which the Bill proposed to 
abolish. If the gold export duty were cut 
off, it would probably be necessary, certainly 
it >Yould he a matter for consideration, whe
ther the Govermnent would not be obliged 
to return to the old svstem for which this 
royalty had been substituted. He thought 
the House would find that they were making 
a mistake, and were misled by catching at a 
name merely. 
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1fr. STEPHENS said he wished to correct a 
mistake into which honorablo members had 
fallen with reference to the loss to the 
Treasury which would be involved if the , 
Dill was carried. He was not quite certain ' 
who started it-whether the 'fr<'asurer or 
some other J\linister, he thought it was the 
Premirr-but the loss wonlcl in all proba
bility be about £11,000 or £12,000. 

The Cor.oNIA.L TREASCRER : J\foro than 
that. 

:\fr. STEPHENS : He saw that the total 
amount of gold revenue was taken into con
sideration; but he was not aware that it was 
proposed to touch anything but the gold 
export dhty. In 1869, tlmt revenue was 
£10,762; last year, it was £10,486. It was 
estimated-why, lw cnuld not tell-to amount 
this year to £14,000. He did not think it 
probable that that amount would be produced, 
but only about half of it. He took it that 
the revenue for the last two years averaged 
£10,500 a-year; and, if the taking away of 
that amount was set down as a loss to the 
general revenue of the colony, that loss 
would not be a very serious thing after all. 
When a similar Bill to this was before the 
House last year, he voted against it, very 
much, indeed, against his will ; but, on the 
ground of expediency, he did not think it 
was exactly right at that time, when tlH'rC 
was a considerable deficiency in the revenue, 
to repeal the Gold Export Duty Act, without 
pro·dding some means to replace the amount 
proposctl to be taken from the revenue, or 
until they saw the result of the increased 
Customs duties. That reason did not apply 
now. He must on principle vote against the 
duty. Already, the House had provided 
something in the~ 11lace of the gold duty ; 
they had done it last session. 'l'he late 
Treasurer had told thrm that they had taxed 
every mortal thing ~hey could think of, and 
that they could not 1mpose another tax. On 
referring to the Customs returns, he (Mr. 
Strpbens) saw that for the first three months 
of this year the duties collected exceeded 
the amount raised during the correspond
ing three months of last year by £22,000. 
He did not mean to say that the whole 
of that increase was due to the extra 
taxes; but much of it was. If that was the 
case, the House might fairly be able to spare 
the gold duty; it fairly entitled the country 
to expect it. He could not see where the 
Attorney.General got his argument about the 
advantages of gold digging. It might have 
applied to tlw old alluvial system of mining, 
when men went into the field without having 
the least idea where the lumps of gold were: 
it \Yas a lottery then, and a man might reach 
affiuence in a short time and suddenly. There 
was a certain amount of justice in putting- a 
tax on realised property; but the honorable 
gentlenmn seemed to haye entirrly forgotten, 
in thP rPmarks he had made, the altered cir
cumstances of gold digging, now, from what 
it was years past. 'rhere was ycry little 

alluvial digging now in the colony; the ground 
was all worked out. Unquestionably, the 
large amount of gold exported now was de
rived from quartz workings, which demanded 
considerable capital and somewhat of scientific 
lmo~Yledge, and a number of men on wages, 
to prosecute them profitably. 'l'he system was 
very different from alluvial di.gging, .where 
there might be one great pr1zo, wh1le the 
blanks were enormous. However, the gold 
cxporc duty always seemed to him to be bad 
in its operation as in its policy; and he thought 
it should be done away with. The best thing 
the House could do was to encourage the 
occupation of gold mining as much as possible. 
Evcrythin{)" in the shapC' of a grieYance should, 
he believed, be removC'd from the diggers if 
possible. 'l'he increased reYenue from extra 
Customs dutic8 would rna"Glc the GoYernment 
to spare the gold duty; and he was sure that 
if the Bill were passed, the House would not 
]war the Treasurer sa v a worcl about it here-
after. " 

.M:r. J ORD.-I.N said he concurred in the• 
maxim with which the lwnorable mover of 
the Dill concludcc1 his speech, that the House 
should clo right though the heavens should 

i fall. Whatever the consequences, that maxim 
ought to guide them in this and ~very ot~er 
auestion. If the House were sahsfiecl w1th 
tlw reasons brought forward by several 
speakers that this gold export duty was an 
unjust tax, then, whether it was impolitic or 
otherwise, they should do away with it. For 
his own part, he had been long convinced 
that an export duty on anything which was 
produced in a new country was a mistake. 
He should be one to object to a tax on wool 
or tallow, on that principle, although they 
could better bear it than the gold. The 
Treasurer had said the tax was fair and just 
because it left the man TI"ho was unsuccessful 
free. That was hardly a fair way of putting 
it-that. it let the man off paying the duty 
who had nothing to pay it on, who found no 
gold. Honorable members divided the diggers 
into two classes, the yery fortunate, and the 
men who found no gold. But there was a 
large middle class, and he believed it consti
tuted the great body of the people on the 
gold fields, and that was composed of those 
who just made wages and an honest liveli
hood. It was as fair to dig gold as potatoes ; 
they both demanded honest toil. But it was 
very hard work digging gold, and the gold 
diggrr ran great risks, and incurred much 
discomfort in connection with his pursuit. 
M any of the golclminers had to leave their 
wives and families, and they had a claim to 
the attention of the House, and to their 
protection. They ought to be satisfied, by 
the rema.rks which had been made by the 
honorable gentleman who had visited the 
gold fields as a commissioner so recently, 
that the tax 11ressed very unequally ; and 
who had told them, also, that a mass of evi
dence had been oJfered to him on the question. 
It had been saicl that no complaints had been 
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' oppose it. He was not aware how little it 
affected the revenue of the colony, having 
thought that it must do so ycry seriously. 
'1lw nmHer assumed a 1ery difirrent asvPet 
to him, now, compared to what it had origin
ally. He had always a strong objPction to 
taxes on exports, and he thought that a tax 
upon anything produeecl in the eolony was 
undesirable; because, if one artiele of pro-

made on the subject by Hw gold miners 
themselves ; but that was answered by the 
commi,sioncr, though he had not considered 
that, in his position, he shoulll take such 
e1idenee ; and by the honorablc nwmber for 
\Vide Bay, who hatl shPwn that, notwith
standing, evigence on the subject did come 
out before the commissioner that there was a 
very strong objection to the lax amongst the 
mining population, ancl that it was by them 
considered a very unfair tax. He (Mr. 

1 

Jordan) thought that it had been sufficiently 
shewn to be an unjust tax, because it was a 
partial tax, pressing on one particular class, 
while persons connected with or engaged in 
other industries were not taxed. It 1-ras 
unequal, because it was paicl upon a great 
amount of alloy as well as upon pure gold. 
'l'he golcl fields of'the colony should be made 
attractive. \Vhenhe founcl such reports sent 
home as hacl been read to the House, it was 
their cluty to make the gold fields aHractiYe, 

duce was taxecl, it was not fair to stop there 
-the colonists generally should he taxed, and 
the burden of taxation distributed equally. 

in justice to the colony. When he was in 
South Australia, which was a very successful 
colony, a great many persons were enabled 
to settle on the land by the money they hacl 
saved from the gold fields in Victoria. The 
House should do away with the unjust im
post. It would cost the colony only £10,500, 
as the lwnorable member for t:louth .Hrisbanc 
had shewn, which could be very easily ob
tained from some other source. There ought 
to be a tax on land. He was satisfied, being 

If gold was taxed, the Hou><' ough1, in 
common fairness, to put an export duty on 

' wool, tallow, and hidPs. If the Colonial 'l'rea
surcr was at a loss about this trifle of £10,000 
or £11,000 which the repral of the duty 
would cost, the only fair aml unolljectionahlo 
way to make it up was to fall back upon a 
land tax. A land tax was, he (:\1r. Morgan) 
belieyed, something like the Brisbane railway, 
only a question of time. Come, it must. He 
was prepared to support the second reading 
of the Bill. 

a laml holder himself, occupying and using 
some three or four hundred acres, that the 
persons who were really using their land, 
bond fide farmers and planters, would not 
object to it; they would gladly pay a laucl 
tax. Those only who held a quantity of land 
which they did not use, mere speculators, 
would object. Something like sixpence an 
acre should be leYiecl, and it would be paid, 
on the princi}Jle that the money should be 
spent on the improvement of the roads in 
proportion to the amount contributed by 
localities. He was satisfied that before long 
the House would have to legislate in that 
direction. When honorahle members on the 
Opposition side of the House opllosed the 
tax on flour, which it was supposed would 
yield a revenue of £20,000 a-year, they did then 
propose a remedy ; not that he had thought 
they were eallecl upon to do so. The sugges
tion had come from the honorable member 
for South Brisbane that, in order to replace 
the sum to be raised on flour, the ad valorem 
duty should be increased from se1en and a
half to ten per cent. He (Mr. Jordan) did 
not think that, if the gold export duty was , 
done away with, honorable members on his 
side of the House were called upon to suggest 
another tax to replace it. The little amount 
could be very easily made up. The Govern
ment had yet to bring forward their Esti
mates, and they could very easily make it U}J. 

Mr. lYioRGAN observed that when the Bill 
was first laid on ihe table he had nry consi
derable doubts whether he should support or 

The SECRE1'ARY FOR PunLIC LAND1l said 
he should not have risen to speak, only that 
one houorable gentleman who was to addrPss 
the House wa~ absent. It was, perha}JS, 
necessary that he should say something now, 
to shew that his views were not a hit changPd 
from what they were when the question was 
previously before the House. Ho did not 
think the House debated the question fairly 
when they debated the gold export duty as a 
tax at all. It had been said they had I•!O 

right to tax the Jiggers' earning$. They did 
not do RO. They taxed what the digger took 
out of the soil, and in proportion to what he 
got from the soil and took away absolutely. 
Gold digging was not like farming, in which 
occupation a man took something away, it 
1vas true, hut he also gave something in 
return, and dill not leave cthe soil worse than 
he found it. Golcl digging ;ms a 1mrsuit 
sui generis; what the digger took away, was 
gone for all time. The gold export duiy was, 
in fact, not a tax, but a royalty. It was a 
very great privilege that the gold miners 
enjoyed on the Crown landii. If they worked 
on pri1atc property, they had to pay for it, 
and why should there he any differenre 
between a royalty paid to private owners of 
land, and a royalty paid to the Crown? How 
was it jnst for a private incliYidnal who 
owned a mineral property, to claim a royalty, 
and unjust for the Government to do so P 
He (the Secretary for Lands) could see a 
great distinction between a tax and a royalty. 
The gold export duty was a just impost, in
asmuch as it ;ms a return for advantages 
recch·ed by the miners. It might he too 
heavy-it might be too light; but that was 
beside the present question. The diggers paid 
in proportion to their success, and the impost 
was therefore fair. It would not be fair, 
1wrhap, if the land were lPasecl to them, and 
the Government charged a certain priee for 
ewry square foot occupied. AR far as the 
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Crown tenants on the pastoral lands were 
concerned, he was sure they would be glad to 
he treated on the same terms as the diggers, 
and to pay according to their profits. But 
there wRs this difference between them : the 
pastoral occupants improved the land and 
bene fitted the country the more the lm)ger they 
stopped on it. The gold diggers dPstroyecl 
the ground, ancl took away that for which they 
sought, and which did not come hack again
aml they were to pay nothing for it l They 
were to be protected; they had special legis
lation; and they wrre to pay nothing for the 
extraordinary privileges they c njoyed-for 
taking- valuable treasure from the ground. 
'\Y as that reasonable or fair? If it could be 
shewn that the duty was upon their industry, 
something might be said favorable to the 
Bill. But he believed it would be found by 
the returns that the gold diggC'rs wC're the 
most expensive elass the Government had to 
deal with. It was said that they consumed 
a great quantity of dutiable goods. But 
they were consuming the capital of the 
country ; they were taking the richest 1mrt 
away, to send out of the country; and they 
were chargH1 only for what they sent away 
to othrr countries ; they were not charged for 
what they circulated in the colony. A 
great dPal had been said about the dearth 
of capital which he (the SccrPtary for Lands) 
did not understand. The honorable member 

-for :Fortitude Vallcv said, the other even
ing, that the colony ,;·as in a proBperous state, 
because we spent a great deal of money. 
Such arguments, and the figures usrd, he had 
a great difficulty in making out; but it seemed 
io him rather queer to say that the gold export 
duty was an unjust impost, and yet that the 
gold miners were enriching the colony. If 
gold was valuable to the colony, surely the 
Go>ernmcnt wPre justified in charging the 
diggers who got it, a small amount upon what 
they sent away, although it cost them some
thing to get it. But he had said enough. 
It was wasting time for honorable members 
to be repeating their sperchcs over and over 
again. Last night he had declined to speak, 
on that ground, upon the railway question, 
which he had made speeches about until he 
wa~ tired of it. He svoke now only to put 
ihe present question in another light ; and he 
thought he had given a good reasnn for the 
light that was in him. 

1\Ir. MrLES said he would like to know 
what course the Go>ernment intem1ed to 
pursue in respect tu this Bill, as distinct 
information on that point might alter his 
>iews on the subject. He should be sorry to 
sPe the Government resign in the event of 
this Bill being carried; still, he felt that he 
could not oppose the motion for the ~econd 
reading of it. A measure of this kind had 
been before the House on several occasions 
since he had the honor of occupying a seat 
in the Legislative Assembly, and he had 
ahmys supported it, on the ground that a 
gold export duty was a species of class 

1 taxation. On one occasion, there was a Bill 
brought before the House for the purpose of 
imposing an export duty on wool, tallow, and 
hides. He oppo;;ed that Bill for the same 
reasons as he would oppose this Bill. The 
view he took of it was this-that the indus
trious man, the man who labored the most, 
had the highest amount of taxation to pay ; 
and he never would, by any vote of his, allow 
such a system of taxation to be continued. 
This export duty on gold was a special 
tax; and it was one of a very objectionable 
character. For those two reasons alone, if 
there were none other, he would support the 
second reading of the Bill for its abolition. 
At the same time, if the Bill was passed, he 
thought that some steps should be taken by 
the Government, in order to secure that the 
ui~;gers should pay their fair share of taxa-

' tion towards the revenue, in order to provide 
for the carrying out of the works specially 
required for their accommodation. Brick
makers had to pay a license fee for the use 
of the Crown lands they occupied, and why 
should not gold miners also have to pay for 
the use of the lands they occupied P Still, he 
thought the Government should hold out 
every encouragement for the introduction of 
gold miners. In fact, it was the duty of the 
Government to encourage the settlement of 
population by every means in their power, 
especially of miners, who were the greatest 
consumers of dutiable goods. The honorable 
the Colonial Treasurer had said that a 
great amount was expended for roads and 
bridges for the convenience of the miners; 
but, he would like to ask, if there were 
not roads and bridges constructed for the 
convenience of the others ; and he would 
remind the honorable gentleman of the 
amount that hacl been expended in the 
Dalby district on roads and bridges for the 
convenience of the settlers there ; but the 
people there were not required to pay any 
special tax on that account. The Secretary 
for Public Works had expended moneys 
where he had no right to do so, on account 
of such expendilure not being included in the 
vote. He supported the vote for roads. and 
bridges, which had bcPn referred to by several 
honorable members ; but when he did so he 
had no idea that it ·would be spent in the 
wuy it had been. For the reasons he had 
given he would support the second reading 
of the Bill. He thought the export duty on 
gold should be abolished, though it might be 
advisable to increase the charge for the 
miner's right. 

:i\Ir. DE SATGE said he thought it was pre
mature to introduce this Bill, seeing the 
honorable thP Colonial Treasurer had not >et 
made his financial statement. He might 
state that it was his intention, in committee, 
to move an amendment on the Bill, providing 
for a sliding scale ; so that by such means, 
the tax might be gradually reduced every 
year until it was finally extinguished-say, 
in the course of three years, in the ,same way 
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as the cotton bonus was to be done away I Mr. MACDEVITT : Well, while he did not 
with. The honorable member who had , desire to refer to any former debate, he would 
brought forward the Bill stated that such give the honorable member for Clermont 
was the course which w·as pursuPd in Victoria credit for having a stiver invested in the 
with respect to tlw abolition of the gold export district he represented; and when that honor-
duty there. Now, he did not see why a ; able member went back to the district he 
similar course should not be ado1)ted here. represented, he might be able to take up a 
J;Ie was strongly imvressed with the belief quantity of land to the value of that extent. 
tnat ihe revenue could not afford to be de- The SPEAKER informed the honorable 
privcd of the amount derived from this member that he could not refer to anything 
gold export duty at one sweep. \1\rhcn, as at that had been said in the course of a previous 
the present time, they were exprnding such debate, during the present session. 
large sums on immigration, and virtually :Hr. lHAcDEvrTT : Well, he would not refer 
giving away the lands for nothing for the 1mr- to a previous debate, but he would refer to 
poses of settlement, he did not think that the supposititious case of this individual, who 
they should at once do away with this iax. had a stiver inveRted in the dish·iet he re}Jre-
He had listened with a great deal of interest scnted. 
to the excellent and lucid speech of the honor- .Mr. ScoTT rose to order. He considered 
able member for Bockhampton on ihis sub- 1 it was not according to parliamentry practice, 
ject; and he believed that anyone who heard for any honorable member to refer to another 
it could not fail to come to the conclusion as " this indi>idual." 
that when the K orth was separated from the Mr. ATKIN: The honorable member for 
South, that honorable· member would become the Kennedy was referring to a supposititious 
Colonial Treasurer for the northern district. individual. 
He did not think the reasoning of the honor- The SPEAKER was understood to rule that 
able member for \Vil1e Bay was strieily if an honorable member, in raising a supposi-
correct as to the relative position of the miner titious case, referred to another honorable 
and the squatter. The benefit of the inclu6try . member, he was out of order in doing so. 
of the squatter, as well as the benefit of i l\-fr. JliiAoDEVITT: vVeJl, he might be per· 
his capital, remained in the colony ; whereas, \ mittcd to say that he intended to support the 
the miner took the gold out of the ground, 1 second reading of the l3ill. 'Whether it should 
and sent it elsewhere, without leaving any ' be passed or not, or whether it should be 
benefit whatever to the colonv. At the po;tponed at present, he was satisfied that 
present time they were expending large sums the time would soon come when they would 
of money for the introduction of immigrant8 have to follow the example of Yictoria in 
to the colony, and a great many of the immi- the abolition of this golcl. export duty. One 
grants brought here at the public expense, of the reasons advanced bv the honorable 
did not remain in the colony. :i\Iany of those member for Clermont for" supporting this 
who were brought here as free immigrants, Sllecial tax was that the miners who took the 
and who entered upon mining pursuits, shortly '1\:ealth out of the colony derived special 
afterwards left for other colonic;;. ::'<' ow, he benefits from it; whereas the pastoral ten-
did not see why they should foster a system of ants. who improved the country and left 
immigration for the bringing out of miners, it stocked, derived no special benefits from 
without some such a tax as this. The miners the amount of taxation they had to pay. 
could leave the colony at any time they Now there was one o hservation he would like 
liked, and go to another colony. whrre they to make upon that point, and it \Yas this-
had not to pay any export dutv on gold. For that, but for the discovery of the gold fields, 
those reasons, and, as he did "not see that the the pastoral tenants would have found that 
revenue could afford, at once, to lose the their improvements were of very little value 
amount derived from this tax, he could not indeed. Before the discovery of the gold 
support the second reading of the Bill. fields, the country in the neighborhood of the 

Mr. MAoDEVITT said, that from the opening Cape l{iver and Ravenswood diggings was 
remarks of the honorablememborforOlermont, almost valueless-so much so that it was 
he thought he would have been able to get being gradually deserted by the squatters. 
through his speech, on this occasion, without But the discovery of those gold fields had 
attacking any other honorable member repre- greatly enhanced the price of stock, and con-
senting a northern constiturncy. But such scquently of station property; and the squat-
had not been the rase. The honorable mem- ters in those districts should therefore remem-
ber had referrecl to the honorable member bcr that, if' it nowpaid them to raise stock, ir 
for Bockhampton, in a way which he (Mr. was because of the digging population who had 
MacDevitt) considered was personally insult- gone there. When a motion for the abcJliti<'n 
ing; and the other evening he spoke of the of the export duty on gold was formerly 
same honorable member as not having a before the House, the honorahle gmllenum 
stiver in the district he represented. now at the head of the Government suprortecl it 

Mr. DE SATGE denied that he had made on the ground that the du~y was absurd, rir1i-
any insulting remarks respecting the honor- culous, and iniquitous ; and yet he now sta+ cd, 
able member for Roekhampton, eithe-r now or that, while holcling the same opinions respect-
on any former occasio:Q., ing it, he felt that the necessities of the 
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country required its continuance ; and he ad
vanced that opinion on the miserable plea of 
expediency. He must say it was unfortunate 
that there was not that adherence to principle 
which should characterise the conduct of hon
orable members. He certainly sympathised 
with the Government as to the difficulty in 
which they would. be placed in raising the 
amount by which the revenue would be 
reduced if this export duty on gold should be 
abolished. Now, if the honorable gentleman 
at the head of the Government had stated 
that he had changed his opinions in this 
matter, other honorable members could have 
understood his conduct; but, on the contrary, 
he had said that while he supported the con
tinuance of the tax, his opinions respecting 
it remained unchanged. On a previous 
occasion, when this question was before the 
House, the honorable gentleman who now 
held the office of Secretary for Public Works, 
in the course of his speech on the subject, 
went on to shew how much the diggers were 
taxed in excess of the amount that was 
expended for their particular benefit. The 
honorable gentleman stated that something 
like £17,000 was expended on the gold 
fields, while the revenue derived from them 
amounted to about £21,000. So far, that 
might be correct, but it only applied to the 
matter of direct taxation; but it gave no 
credit to the miners for the amount they paid 
to the revenue in the way of indirect taxation. 
Now, he believed that the amount derived 
from the miners in the way of indirect taxa
tion-and that in addition to direct taxation 
-was something like £50,000, or, perhaps, 
more. Now, that would at least bring up 
the amount of the taxation on the miners to 
about £71,000 at the least, while the ex
penditure, for their benefit, amounted to 
only £17,000. The £17,000, raised by way 
of direct taxation, might bo expended in 
the construction of roads and bridges, spe
cially for the benefit of the gold fields; 
but what about the £50,000 of indirect 
taxation ? As regarded the total amount 
raised from the miners by direct and indirect 
taxation, this expenditure of £17,000 was a 
mere bagatelle; and he thought the House 
should be afforded some explanation as to the 
expenditure of the further sum of £50,000. 
In the other colonies this tax was imposed 
when mining operations were altogether 
of an alluvial nature- when little or no 
capital was required, and when large amounts 
of gold were obtained. with little expenditure. 
The miners could, therefore, easily vay the 
export duty, in order to obtain for them 
the additional protection, they, at that time, 
required. But the nature of mining opera
tions had since changed. Instead of alluvial 
mining, it was now principally quartz mining, 
which required the investment of a large 
amount of capital. In Victoria, whew the 
miners had many privileges, in the shape of 
district mining courts, and courts of appeal, 
and a special staff of officers-which privileges 
the miners in this colony did not possess 

-this tax had been abolished. Now, that 
being the case, he thought that if Victoria 
could afford to do away with this tax, this 
colony could also afford to do so. In the 
Town and Cvunt1:1J JoUI'nal, 11 hich was pub
lished in ~ ew South Wales, a correspon
dent, writing from Cleveland Day, said that 
miners were not wanted in Queensland, and 
that they should not go there ; because, while 
they had to pay the same amount for a miner's 
right, as in any ofthe other colonies, there were 
also heavy ad va1orun duties, gold export, and 
other duties, in excess of those levied in other 
colonies, all of which 11revented the miner 
fromJrofitably }Jrosecuting his enterprise. It 
woul be in the recollection of honorable 
members that a resolution was passed by the 
House, for the purpose of rewarding the dis
coverers of new gold fields ; but he believed 
that the present Government had taken no 
action upon it. If the honorable the Secre
tary for Works gave a satisfactory explana
tion as to that, it would enable him (Mr. 
IvracDevitt) to know as to how far he should 
comply with the resolution now before the 
House. It had been said that the gold 
miners received too much sympathy, and that 
their only desire wns to take as much out of the 
colony as they possibly could. \V ell, the same 
thing could be said of others, and, therefore, so 
far as that argument went, there was no reason 
whv the House should not treat the miners 
with the same measure of liberality as they 
treated other inhabitants of the colony. It 
had also been said that miners were here 
to-day and away to-morrow. \Yell, no doubt 
they were a very migratory class, but it 
should be borne in mind that, where a gold 
field was found to be payable, the miners 
remained there for vears. He should eertainly 
support the Bill, because, before he could do 
otherwise, it must be shewn to him why miners 
should be selected, as a class, from the rest 
of the community for special taxation. 

The SECRETARY J<'OR PunLJC \YoR:Ks said 
he was sorry to find that a measure of this 
kind could not be discussed without some 
honorable members indulging in pC'rsonal 
remarks, such as the honorable member who 
had just sat clown had been led into making. 
He maintained that there was nothing what
ever, in the speech of the honorable member 
for Clerrnont, to justify the personal remarks 
which had been made respecting him by the 
honorable member for the Kenncdy. He 
regretted that that honorable member who 
had earned a good name for himself in the 
House, for able debating and for correct 
speaking, should have spoken on the present 
occasion in so personal a way as he had done; 
a::~cl he believed he would not have done so, 
but for the way in which he was cheered in 
the course of his speech by the·honorable 
member for Fortitude Valley. The honorable 
member for the Kenndy would yet find 
cause for regret, if he ~llowecl himself to be 
led away by the cheermg remarks of other 
honorable members, to indulge in personal 
remarks. The question was one in which he 
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himself took as deep an interest as any other 
honorable member in the House ; and no one 
in the House, or out of it, had a stronger desire 
than he had to see justice done to the miner. 
If he could see a more equitable way to 
obtain a fair measure of taxation from the 
miners, than by this gold export duty, he 
would espouse it; but he thought that any 
other mode of tacmtion would bear unjustly 
upon them. It was the duty of the Govern
ment to take care of the revenue of the 
colony ; and none knew that better than 
some honorable members on the Opposition 
side of the House, who, abandomng the 
principles they had previously advanced on this 
question, now supported the Bill before the 
House. The honorable member for South 
Brisbane, for instance, was well aware that 
the House should not at this period of the 
se:;,ion-before the Colonial Treasurer had 
made his finaneiaJ statement-take any actiqn 
that would tend to interfere with the financial 
arrangements of the Government. The horror
able member, however, seemed to be prepared 
to abandon all his previously expressed 
opinions for party purposes, and to occupy 
the miserable position he now held in the 
House. He could not understand, why 
any honorable member could vote on any 
question, diametrically opposite to the way 
he voted only about six months ago ; and that 
merely for parly purposes or for the sake of 
office. However, he was not at all astonished 
at anything that honorable member either saiLl 
or did. t3till, he was sorry to find him 
attempting to induce a young member of 
the House-as the honorable member for 
the Kennedy-from the path of vrobity and 
11roprie!y. 'l'o come to the subject of the 
.Bill, he maintained that, by this tax, th<:>y 
only taxed the man who got gold, and who 
was therefore the best able to pay a tax of 
this kind. Now, it hacl not been shewn by 
any of the supporters of this Bill, why the 
revenue should be called upon to dispense 
with the amount of revenue which it yielded. 
This gold export duty wa~ at first imposed in 
New South \V ales, at the cxpre:ls request of 
the miners in that colony. At one time, the 
Government of New South \''talcs imposedtt 
heavy license fee ; but the miners desired 
that the license fee should be reduced, and 
that a small export duty of this kind should 
be substituted for it. He had never heard 
this duty complained of except by the honor
able member for \Vide Bay, who seemed 
to be always hunting up the grievancrs of 
diggers. The honomble member for "\Vide 
Bay asked that there shoulll be a sort of a 
differential duty on ):;Old exported- that 
while so much might be charged for pure 
gold, a smnller amount should be charged 
for gold tlrat conlainccl a certain amount of 
silver or other mci.a]s than gold. But honor
able members must oce that it would be very 
difficult to make any clidinction; and besides, 
if a distinction were allo\\·cd, it might be 
taken advantage 0f to ckfraucl the revenue. 
He would be ve1'Y t;lad of the opportunity of 

investing, say £1,000 in one of the mines in 
which the honorable member for "Wide Bay 
was concerned, and to pay the export duty 
on the gold obtained from it. The only 
miners who objected to this golcl export duty 
were those who were making thousands of 
pounds })er annum. The honorable mem
ber for Wide :Bay seemed to make it his 
business to go about ferretting out the 
grievances of miners-but no deputations 
had waited npon the Government, nor had 
any petitions been forwarded to the Go
vernment, by the miners on the subject. 
The honorable member had made long quota
tions to shew what vast diggings there were 
throughout the colony, and what a splendid 
revenue was derived from them. In reply, 
he (the Sccreh1ry for \Vorks) had to in-· 
form the houorable member and the House, 
that he, fortunately, had a l'eport prepared 
by the Auditor-G,·ncral, an officer of Parlia
ment, in response to an order of the House ; 
and in that report he found that th'e ricll('st 
gold field, Gympie, had cost the colony, from 
its beginning up to the date of the return, 
£52,976 9s. lld., and that tho \Yhole returns 
derived from it, incluJing gold revenue and 
customs, was £38,G20 15s. 4d., showing in 
rounclnnmbcrs, that as far as Gympie was 
concrrncd, the colony had a11parcntly lost 
over £14,000. 

Jl.fr. KING rose to a question of privilege. 
The SECRETaRY FOR l'UlJLIC \VonKs: \Yhat 

was the question of privilege? 
.!Hr. KING: The que::iion of privilege was, 

that the :\.linister for \Vorks committed a 
bn•ach of the privileges of the House, by 
laying a fi.tlse return on the table of the 
House. 

The SPEaKEU : That was not a question of 
privilege. 

The SECRETARY FOR Punuc W OHKS : The 
return was, as he beforP said, hid on the 
tahlt>, in reply to an order of the House. 
The oiliccr who had prepared it would be 
able to show cause why it was so prepared; 
and he (the Secretary for "\V orks) should be 
able to shew, at the proper time, whether he 
had committed a breach of privilege or not. 
It was the first time he had ever heard a 
Jl.1inister accusBcl of committing a breach of 
privilege for laying any return on the table. 
It was not likely that any return would please 
ihe honorable member for \Yicle Bay, which 
he did not prrpare himself. The House 
should authorise the honorable member to go 
into the Government oiliers to prepare any 
return he wanted, just as the honorable 
member ha,l gone up into the reporters' 
gallery, and distracted the attention of the 
shorthaml writer, for his own advantage. 
A fellow-feeling might have made him more 
careful, He (the Secretary for "\Vorks) had 
nut conceived it, but it was a fact, which the 
return shewed, that the colony had lost 
£14,0u) ~lClll by Gympie. As regarded the 
commcrc1al aclnmtages of the gold fields to 
the colon;-, he knew that that was not t.he 
case ; but he had quoted the figures to 3hew 



Gold E,l]JOrt Duty [18 l\IAY.J Repeal Bill. 319 

that the diggings were not such a great gain 
to the colony, merely as diggings, as some 
honorable members "·ould have the House 
believe. No doubt they led to great profit 
in other ways ; but that had nothing to do with 
the return as a<kccl for. What he advanced bore 
on the argument whrther the digger., were 
entitled to the remission of the export dt1ty 
on g·old, or any charge upon them, on account 
of their great productivene::s to the colony. 
Something hall been said to the effect that 
sufiicicnt should be exacted from the digger 
hy making him pay a license fee. Honor
able mem1Jers who alhised that, knew very 
little of the subject, or too much. The Pre
mier vms perfectly correct in what he had 
said, that it would require an army of police
men to exact a license fee from the c1iggerR. 
X o monPv that the c0lony could afford would 
sulfice to exact fully from the miners 0n our 
yarious gold fields at this moment thr proper 
amount of lil•ense feP. He Trould give an 
illustration. He might say, before it, that it 
was one of tlw chief duties hP had taken 
upon himsrlf, since he became J\1inislcr for 
:YlinPs, to increase the revenue by making 
the miners honestly take out their licPn~es. 
He had bt'on sucn"''ful to some extent ; but 
he maintainrd that, with all his c:ffori~, he 
had failed. The nmnbers were as one who 
took them out, to three who ought to do so, 
ancl dicl not, oYer the mim's of the colony. 
The other t1ny, lw had had to attend a meet
ing of shareholden, and the new manager 
gaYe a return of the state in >Yhich he had 
found their claim. and-would it be believed? 
-he r:aic1 that >Yh('ll he came' to muster the 
men aml to examine them as to their miners' 
rirrhts althourrh there were nine men workinrr 
or~ thd claim,"' only two of them held mineri 
rights~ That 1ras a state of thing,; which 
ihe honorablc mcm1Jer for '\Yide Bav mu>t 
knmr, as an interested party. Hc1wcver, 
with that knowledge, and as an old Commis
sioner at Gympie, was he content0d to rely 
upon the minE'r' s right as a fair charge upon 
the diggers of the colony r He (the Seere
iary for .,.Yorks) would much rather sec the 
miner's right swept a>my altogether. It was 
a law or rcgulaticu passecl simply to be 
evaded, thou;~h the evasion might lPacl to 
r'cverc lo~''· :E'or in~tancc, if the public had 
been mmre that the claim he had. mentioned, 
and in which there m1s a great deal of money, 
had been rPpres<.'nted by seven men out of 
nine with no minrr:s' rights, it woulcl have 
been jumvecl. 

J\1r. KrxG ~aid that claims heltl by pro
prirtors could not Le jumped. The Aet 
pro1ided fo1: that distinctly, and imposed a 
Jlenalty of in·o Jlonmh upon tho lease holder 
and his rcJJrescntatiYf', also, who >Yorkt'd 
>Yithout a m!nc;r' s right. 

Tlw S:·;:;nETAitY FOR PcnLrc \YoRKS said he 
was obligrd to the honorable member, who wa; 
much better informed than he on tho subject. 
1 t wa:·; some new Tegulation that had not 
come under hio cogni8aucc. But there was 

1 a clear evasion-a clear defeat of the revenue, 
in that Ringle case. He hoped it was an 
exaggerated ease. But it would be best 
altogether to swerp away the regulation 
which the GoYernmcnt were too feeble to 
enforce. He was certain that, to some ex
tent, that claim was illl}ll"rillcd. The honor
ablc mPmbcr for \Vide Bay hacl quoted from 
the cYidPnce taken by the Commissioner on 
the gold Ht·lds, to shew that two or three 
witnesses did speak against the collection of 
the c,;eort duty. It struck him (the Secretary 
for \Vorks) that those witnesses belonged to 
th:1t holv band of brothers who, on a few 
gold fieitls, ~-;,•cmPcl determinecl for a long 
time to have their own ·way, to frame their 
own rPgulations ; and he could not help 

, thinking that the honorable member knew 
svmrthing about them. But what struck him 
most >vas that the honorable member did not 
quote a number of witne!ises who did not 
prt'O'S for the abolition of the duty, and who 
had been asked by the Commissioner to make 
any suggcstions they eould. Why did not 
the lwnorable member point out that none of 
the Gold Commissioners recommended its abo
lition? \Yhy, if tho diggers felt that it was 
an irksom0 tax, pressing on them unduly, did 
they not ask that it should be abrogated? 
It was the clnty of the Commissioners to 
point out to the head of their department 
that the duty was objrcted to. N oL one of 
them ever did so; and in the evid<.'nco given 
before the ltoyal l'ommis$ion not ono had 
touched upon it. That did not shew a wd1 
that the duty should be done away with. 
This "·as simply a crotchet of the honorable 
member for \Vide Bay, who was determined 
to make himself llopular by it, and de
termined to bring it before the House as a 
grievance. The honorable mPmher for the 
Kennedy had asked why the House did not 
follow the exam}Jle of Victoria in this mattN·, 
and do away with the duty. \Voulcl the 

I honorable member point out why they should 
follow the example of. Victoria, rather than 
New South \V ales ? Surely they had a right 
to follow the parrnt colony rather than Vic
toria P He (the Secretary for \Vorks) saw 
nothing to shew that Victoria was wiser in 
her generation than New South Wales, who 
still exacted the duty; or wiser than Queens
land. Yast as the degeneration of K cw South 

i \Yales was, in her legislation, he still pre
fel'l·ed to follow her. \Vha! he had stated on 
a former occasion about the mininji; population 
had been quoted in this debate. .He main-

' taincd that all he ih('n said had been abun
dantly proved since. In that day the diggers 

1 received far more consideration than they 
dcscrrcd, bccau,;c they '\Yere the most un
settled class of the communitv. There was 
ihcn no recfing; the diggers" '\Yore on the 
mow, rushing from one part of the rolony to 
ano:hcr continually, and leading the Govern
ment of the clay into extravagance. Those 
remarks did not apply to the diggers now in 
the ~ololly, who were a comparatively settled 
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population, comprising men of capital, and 
men of worth in every way ;-they had 
become Queenslanders. 'l'he honorable mem
ber who had quoted him should have pointPd 
out the vast difference in the times and in the 
circumstances of the colony. The honorable 
member for South 13risb:me had been par
ticularly unlucky in his arguments. He (the 
Secretary for 'Norks) supposed it must 
always be the case, when a member was 
found, within six months, to have utterlv 
ratted from the position he formerly took up. 
The diggers would laugh at his distinctions 
between alluvial and quartz miners, and his 
application of the present question to th('ir 
circumstances. If any men should be taxed, 
they were the alluvial miners ; though it must 
be admitted they could not afford it, getting 
a living only from hand to mouth. Tlwy 
could not get employmt'nt, hut for the lucky 
reefers, who got 11lenty of gold and made 
fortunes. But the honorahle member for 
South Brisbane would tax the poor digg,•r 
heavily. No sooner did a 11ower arise in the 
colony than that honorable member fell down 
and worshipped it. Thai 11·as well understood. 
The poor unlucky man was to be taxed, in 
contradistinction to the rich reefer and pro
prietor. There was nothing surpri,;ing in 
what the honorable member for Fortitude 
Valley hacl said, aftt'r the ha11py arrange
ment w hi eh was exemplifiecl for two 
nights this week. The honorable gentleman 
was coming up again after the style of 
his old game of " Down with the squatters." 
The railway cry had been got up. But the 
honorable member would be ashamed of it all 
in a few days; and he must get up another 
cry. He must go in for the diggers, now. 
He was going in for popularity again. 'l'he 
honorable, learned, and lucky member for 
North Brisbane, Mr. Pring, had got into 
such good spirits, too, at finding himself 
securely sealed again, that he had gone in 
for the people. He (the Secretary for Public 
Works) did not know. ·whethPr he should be 
travelling out of the question by alluding to 
the remarks of the honorahlc member ior 
Maronoa upon the expenditure that was going 
on at Dalby. 'l'hat illustrated, very well, the 
warning which he gave to the House, that as 
long as there were railways there would be 
expense. The House had voted a sum of 
money to make the approaches in Dalby--

JUr. MILES : You are going beyond that. 
The SECHETARY FOR PuBLIC "\Vorms: He 

was endeavoring to do, as faithfully as he 
possibly could, what the House had ordered. 
'.rhe honorable member should be sure that 
there was something absolutely wrong, before 
he charged him with wrongdoing. As to 
what had been said about increasing the 
mimrs' 1·ights, he maintained that if that 
were done, the 11rcsent revenue from that 
source would be decreased. The higher the 
charge for a miner's right, the more it would 
be evaded. He had nothing more to say. 
It mattered not Tl:hethcr one, or ten, or twenty 

thousand pounds was derived from the export 
duty ; the question was one of principle, 
whether it wa!1 right for any honorable mem
ber to anticipate the Treasurer's budget?
whether he 1vas justified in attempti~1g to 
deduct a sum from the revenue, w1thout 
shewing that the country could stand it 
fairly, or shewingsomc other means of supply
ing what was deducted? 'l'he honorable 
member for South Brisbane was particularly 
unfortunate when he alluded to the flourishing 
revcnu<>, and from that argued that he was 
justified in voting for this proposed reduction 
of it. The honorable member knew well, 
that flourishing as the revenue was, there was. 
a heavy charge against it, of his own crea
tion, which had not been 11rovicled for. K o 
one knew better than he that the Treasurer 
would have to meet the Treasury Bills which 
were issued when that honorable member 
appeared to be such a patriot. There was a 
lump sum of £40,000 to be paid out of the 
general revenue, it' the credit of the colony 
1ms to be maintained; and that crl'dit could 
not be maintained if the House knockPd off 
£20,000 by such a motion as the one before 
the House. 'fhe honorable member had 
shewn by his conduct, to-night, that he was 
willing to ~acrifice the true duties of a states
man, in order to aosurc to himself the support, 

'during this session, of the honorable member 
for "\Vide Bay. The only way to mwt the 
Bill before the House \vas by moving "the 
previous qut'stion." 

Que"'tiou-That this question be now put. 
Dr. O'DoHEllTY said it appeared to him 

that there wa'l considerable force in the 
objection put forward by the Government 
against passing a Bill of this kind just llefore 
the Treasurer's financial statement was made. 
1f the return obtained from the gold export 
dutv amounted to £20,000. the Bill woulcl 
probably wry seriously iliterfcre with the 
arrangenwnts which the Treasm·et·wasmaking 
for the next year's expenditure. But, on the 
other hand, it al1Jl<>arcd to him that it would 
be next to impos~iblc that any really active 
reform could be carried out unless private 
members brought forward motions of this 
kind. If a tax was found to weigh heavily 
on one class of the community it seemed to 
him a question of. doubt whether the House 
ought to consider the convenience of the 
Government more than the desirableness of 
abdishing the unjust tax. Under the circnm
stancE?A, Hw Colonial TrPasurcr should be 
prepared to yield to the wish of the country 
or the House, and to cndeavor to make his 
arrangemcntsaccordingly. He(Dr.O'Dohe1·ty) 
must confess that he did not sec the Kn·ce of 
the argument that no ]lrivate member should 
bring forward a motion for the abolition of a 
tax; or, that, if he clid so, he should be pre
pared to imbstitute something else for it, 
to make up the revenue. It "\\-as palpable 
that no private member could be in the 
]Wiiition to p1·uvide the substitme. J<:xcept 
those honorable gentlemen who occupied the 
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Treasury bench, no one in the House was in 
a position to propose a tax. As regarded the 
gold export duty itself, he had very little to 
say without travelling over the same argu
ments that the House had heard only a few 
months since. Listening to the speeches 
of honorable members, now, he recognised the 
same arguments which he had listened to 
then. The gold export duty was a special 
tax on the digger, calculated to cheek 
the mining indmtry of the colony. On 
that ground, he thought it would be wise 
and politic to do away with it. The House 
could not rePognise the slightest difference 
between it rend what had been so often, and 
he believed justly, objederl to, a tax on wool. 
It had been urgE'd by honorable members on 
the Ministerial side of the House that the 
gold duty was levied upon tho,;e only who 
exported gold-upon tlu~e only who found 
gold. If a tax were phcecl upon the export 
of wool, would it apply to those only who 
produced wool successfully P It was known 
that for every one of the pastoral tenants 
who exported wool from Queensland with 
considerable advantage to himself; there were 
a dozen who had great difficulty in mak
ing both ends meet. Notwithstanding, the 
colony exported a very large amount of wool. 
For the game reason here suggested, the tax 
levied upon gold exported bore with very 
p·eat severity upon the large proportion of 
those of the }JOpulation who were employed 
in the work of extracting gold from the soil. 
Anothn renson he would urge was, that the 
Queensland gold fields differed very remark
ably frvm those of Yictoria :mcl New South 
'\Vales, thc>re being little alluvial digging, 
but almost entirely quartz reefs. The work
ing of the reefs diflcrecl very little, he was 
told, from ordinnry mining; and the people 
who did the ;..-ork were a settled people. 
'Why there should be a spccivl tax upon 
them to meet any particular exigency on the 
part of the Government, he could not con
ceive. It had been properly said that on the 
ordin~ry allmial diggings of the neighboring 
colomes, ouch a tax was a just one, becauEe 
there large masses cf people "·ere rushing 
about the country, necessarily involving the 
Government in very great expense tom:1intain 
order, and supply the necessary police for the 
:vrotection of life and property. Instead of 
Imposing taxation upon the mining popula
tion of this colony, the gold fields 'should be 
made as attmctive as possible, so that people 
should be encouraged to come and assiBt in 
the development of the countrj~. He recom
mended the Government to adopt other taxes 
in preference to any tax upon the miners, and 
to adopt the policy sketched out in the 
Homestead Act, which would be beneficial 
to the colony, by settling people round about 
the diggings wherever situated, and thus 
seeuring an indireet revenue far beyond the 
paltry sum received from the gold export 
duty, which acted as a check to settlement. 
He supported the second rending of the Bill. 

z 

1fr. EnMONDSTONE said he should support 
the motion. It was very singular, that when 
the Bill was introduced at the end of last 
session, it was too late; and now, when it 
was introduced this session, previous to the 
delivery of the Budget, it was too early. 
The time for such a Bill never was opportune, 
in the opinion of the Government. The 
Minister for Works had stated. that the 
repeal of the export duty was not required, 
as it was never petitioned against by the 
diggers. Petition after petition had been 
received by the House in favor of railway 
extension, ·but no heed was taken of them. 
The Government preferred to stand still ; and 
there seemed no doubt about its being next 
to impossible to move them to meet any 
public requirement. Something had been 
said, also, about the loss to the revenue from 
parties not taking out their miners' rights. 
If the right was not abandoned, it was the 
duty of the Government to see that all 
parties took it out in compliance with the 
law. If the gold fields commissioners had 
not aclYised the Government that the export 
duty was regarded as an irksome tax and 
should be aboli,,hed, it was because they knew 
they mm;t not do so. He (Mr. Edmondstone) 
should like to see the commissioner who 
durst recommend such a thing ;-he would 
not be long without being snubbed, and most 
likely he would very shortly lose his position. 
He could not regard mining, as carried on in 
Queensland, as a system of gambling. vVhy 
put an impost upon the miners, when so 
much was to be gained by offering induce
ments to people to come to the country 
and settle? The Government could soon 
make up the amount of revenue which would 
be lost by the abolition of such an irksome 
impost as the gold export duty. It might be 
a troublesome matter for the Government 
to have the tax abolished suddenly. Then 
let them adopt the reasonable suggestion of 
the honorable member for Clermont, to 
reduce the duty gradually until it was ex
tinguished. But it was generally believed 
that the revenue of the country was growing, 
and that, in all probability,' the loss would 
be r,o small as not to be felt sensibly. He 
trmd eel that the Government would see their 
way to let the matter go. 

The previous question was put, and the 
House divided, with the following re
sult:-

. Ayes, 15. 
:ur. j roo1n 

,, Edmondstone 
31cilwra\th 

JJ :Jliles 
, Stephens 
, Fyft' 
, ~Iorgan 

Dr. O'Doherty 
~1r .. Jordan 

, P1ing 
, Lilley 
, Kiug 
, :YacDf'vitt 
, Atlon 
, Handy. 

Noes~ 15. 
:Ur. Palmer 

Walsh 
Thorn 
Dell 
Cri!J!J 

, Johnston 
De rsatge 

,. J\Ioreton 
, Scott 
,, "\irienholt 

Ferrett 
Bramston 
Royds 
Forbes 

u Thompeon. 
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The SPEAKER saicl : It now becomes my Ayes, 16. 
cluty to give the casting vote in this matter. ~r. ?.;~;;;Y 

NoesJ 15. 
Mr. Ramsay 

Palmer 
I shall at once refer to the authorities on , King , \Yjenholt 

which I intend to give my vote. As I have " Lilley Fyfc 
formerly voted upon this question as a private :: step hens 

CrilJb 
, Johnston 
, Bell 

Scott member of the House, I may sav that I " Jordan 

should, if in that position to-night, repeat :: ~}~{l~raith , l3ramston 
, :\.T,..oret,·n 

Ferrett that vote. But the course of action I have , JoJdmondstone 
, RoYds 

laicl clown for myself, "IYhile in thi$ Chair, is " g~o~~~uc 
to be guiclecl entirely bv Parliamentarv , ~1organ 

" Foi-bes 
Walsh 

rule :- • • ~~. ~~tf~wrty IJ Thorn 
, Thompson. 

"If the numbers should happ:•n to b~ equal, " :IIacDevitt. 

the Speaker (and in committee the Chairman), Bill reacl a second time. 
"ho oth~erwise never votes, must give the casting 
voice. In the performance of this duty, he is at ll'fr. KrNG moved, that the Speaker leave 
liberty to vote like any other member, according the Chair in order that the Bill should be 
to his conscience, without assigning a reason : considered in Committee of the whole House. 
but, in order to a>oid the least imputnJ.ion upon The CoLONIAL t3ECRETARY: X o, no. 
his impartiality, it is usual for him, when practi- , Jl.fr. LrLLRY: Perhaps the GoYernmcnt 
cable, to >otl' in such a manner as not to make the ; woulclmake that a 11olitical question ancl take 
decision of the House final, and to explain his i time to consider. · 
re:tsons, which are entered in the Journals." The CoLONIAL SECRETARY: The Govern-

I will trouble the 
authorities :-

House with a few 

"On the 12th May, 1796, on the Lhird rending 
of the Sm•cession Duty on Heal :E>tates Bill, there 
having been a majority against 'now' reading the 
Bill a third time, and also against reading it that 
day three months, there was an equality of votes on 
a third question, thub the Bill be read a third time ' 
to-m01·row, whPn the Speaker gave his casting vote 
with the aye.;, saying 'that upon all occasions 
when the question was for or against giving to any 
measure a further opportunity of discusJion, he 
should always >Ote for the further discussion, more 
especially when it had advanced so far as a thir'l 
reading; and that when the que~tion turned upon 
the measure itself,-for instance, that a Bill do or 
do not pass,-he should then vole for or against it, 
according to his best judgment of its merits, assign
ing the reasons on which such jmlgment would be 
founded.' Mr. Pitt, lwwever, abandoned the 
n1easnre.'' 

So there is one case in which the Speaker is 
permitted to vote according to his own 
opinion :- · 

"On the 24th Februar~·, 1797, Mr. Speaker 
Addington gave his casting vote in favour of going 
into committee on the Quakers Bill, assigning us 
his reason, that he had prescribed to himself an 
invmiable rule of vobing for the further cliscn~'ion 
of any measure which the House had previo1rsly 
sanctioned, n'S in this instance it had, by having 
;-otecl for the second reading ; but that upon any 
question which >vas to be governed by its merit', 
as, for instance, 'that this Bill do pass,' he should 
always give his vote according to his judgment, 
ancl state the grounds of it." 

For the reasons stated in these authorities, I 
shall now vote with the "Ayes" in orcler that 
this matter shall be further clebatecl. The 
question, therefore, is resolved in the affirma
tive. 

Question-That this 
second time-put. 

The House divided. 

Bill be now read a 

ment, at the request of honorable members on 
the other sicle of the HousP, had refrained 
from going into Committee on important Bills, 
and he expected the other siae to be equally 
accommodating to the Government. They 
dicl not rPgarcl it as a politiral question at all. 
It was only by a fluke that the question was 
carried; one of the Government members 
(lVIr. Ramsay) having been locked out of the 
division. 

The committal of the Bill was postponed 
to a future day. 

GOLD FIELDS HO:YIESTEAD ACT AM:E~D
l\IEN'l' DILL. 

:vrr. KrNG mowd the seconclrcacling of a 
Bill far the Amendment of the Golcl Fields 
Act. A measure of a similar kincl had, he 
said, been previously before the House. The 
object of the Dill was to enable per;:ons resi
dent on the !!;Olcl fields townships to take up 
land to the extent of two acres. He believed 
that at the present time the inhabitants of 
gold fields to1rnships labored under some 
difficulties in thC' matter of getting title deeds 
forthc lands they occupiC'cl; and he now brought 
forward this nwttsurewilh the viewofremoying 
such difficulties. A measure ofthis kind was 
particularly required in the case of the in
habitants on the Gympie Golcl I<'ielcls. There 
were some valuable buildings and gardens 
there within the proclaimerl boundaries of 
the township to \1hich the owners of the 
property could not obtain a secure title. It 
was very ne!lt'Ssary that the provisions of the 
Homestead Act shoulcl be extended to the 
gold fields townships, so that lands might be 
taken up within the boundary of the town
ship on as equally favorable terms as lancl 
could be taken up at the present time outside 
the boundary. A Bill of this nature was 
agreed to last session by the Legislative 
Assembly ; but an amendment was macle on 
it by the Legislative Council, by the striking 
out the Homestead clauses as regarclecl the golcl 
fields. Well, the Bill with such amendment 



Gold FielCls Homestead [18 Mu.] .A.ot Amendment Bill. 323 

was returned to this House, and hacl to be 
agreed to as amended, because it only came 
down on the last da.y of the session. By the 
Bill which was passed by this House it was 
provided that the Homestead clauses should 
not talre effect upon the gold fields until it 
was proved that a hundred persons had been 
resident on the ground for at least six months. 
The Upper House, however, struck out those 
clauses ; still . the understanding was, that 
when a hundred persons had been resident for 
six months on a tract of auriferous country, the 
inhabitants should have a right to require that 
the district should be proclaimed a gold field, 
aud that the discoverer or discoverers should 
receive a certain pecuniary reward from the 
Government. The honorable the Secretary 
for Works, however, had not, since his acces
sion to office, tah'n any action in that respect; 
and he (Mr. King) personally knew of several 
gold fields upon which there had been a 
hundred miners resident for upwards of six 
months, which had not yet been proclaimed 
as gold fields, and for which the discoverers 
had not received anv reward. On some of 
the oldest gold fields ·in the colony there were 
miners who, though entitled to the benefits of 
the Homestead Act, could not, under the 
provisions of the Act, obtain possession of the 
lands they had occupied and improved. He 
believed it was very well known that there 
was a great objection on the part of the 
present 1\Iinister for ]\fines, to allow miners 
to take up land. He had no wish to occupy 
the time of the House any longer, and he 
would therefore now conclude by moving-

That the Bill be read a second time. 

The SECRETARY FOR PunLrc LANDS said he 
objected to the Bill before the House, upon 
several grounds. In the first place, he did 
not see why they should pass a measure that 
would give special privileges to persons resi
dent upon gold fields townships to take up two 
acres of land. In other townships only one 
acre was allowed under the Homestead Act, 
and he did not see why any special advantage 
in this respect, should be allowed in the case 
of the inhabitants of gold fields townshins. 
One acre, he held, was quite enough. Then, 
again, he objected to the extensive powers 
which it was proposed by the Bill to be given 
to the gold fields commissioners, to deal with 
the lands of the colony. If the Bill were . 
passed it would have the effect of setting 1 

up a number of land offices in different 
part~ of the colony. At the same time, 
if he thought that the Bill would have 
the effect of settling population throughout 
the colony, and that it would be taken 
advantage of, bond fide, for that purpose, he 
would be quite willing to give way on 
some minor grounds of objection he had to 
the measure. But, as he ·was convinced that 
it ,yould not be taken advantage of in that 
way to any extent, he felt bound to oppose 
it. He b"elieved that the whole number of 
applications that had been made under the 

Homesteads Act was little more than half-a· 
dozen; and the amount which accrued to the 
revenue, from the settlement which had taken 
place under the Act, came to something like 
£10 per annum. The Bill provided that the 
amount derived from the alienation of lands 
for homestead purposes should be set aside 
for the construction and maintenance of roads 
to the gold fields. It must be clear, there
fore, that the Act was a total failure for the 
purpose for which it was intended ; and this 
Bill, if passed into law, would, he maintained, 
be as great a failure. Nothing would content 
the miners, or anyone else, who took up 
land, unless they obtained a fee-simple to it, 
which would enable them to tran~mit it to 
their children. There was nothing whatever 
to prevent people in and around Gympie 
obtaining what amount of land they desired 
in the ordinary way; and plenty of land 
eould be obtained there under the provisions 
of the Homestead Aet. Why they should 
pass a measure, with the view of inducing 
people to settle on the gold fields in this 
way, he did not know. The honorable 
member for Wide Bay might himself wish to 
take advantage of this measure, if it should 
be passed into law. Of course, he could not 
say, positi-vely, if such was the case or not; 
but, at any rate, he had found the name of 
the honorable member in the list of applicants 
for lands under the Homestead Act. Now, 
he would like to ask the honorable member 
if he had not a direct interest in the passing 
of this Bill; and, if so, whether, therefore, 
he thought he would be at liberty to vote in 
favor of it.s being read a second timE". 

JYir. KmG said he had no personal interest 
whatever in the passing of the measure. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : If the 
honorable member said that his application 
would not extend into the township of 
Gympie, of course there was an end to the 
matter. 

:M:r. KING: It would not, to my knowledge. 
The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : vV ell, 

he did not see why the House should pass 
this Bill, for the special benefit of some few 
persons who were resident on Gympie, 
especially as he saw it would have the e:tfect of 
reducing the township area. A little time ago 
he stated that there were only about half-a
dozen applications for lancl sent in under the 
Homesteads Act; but he had since been in
formed that there were fourteen, and that 
there was only one objected to. He did not 
see that this Bill would work well ; and, 
moreover, he did not think it was desirable 
that they should play into the hands of those 
who wished to secure two acres of land in 
any gold fields township. There were lands in 
the township of Gym pie, which, in a few years, 
might be worth £1,000, and yet it was asked 
that the Government should now part with 
them at a nominal rental. If there was any 
opportunity of the Government aftt'rwards ob
taining a fair price for the land, it might be all 
very well-they could then go upon the prin· 
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ciple of first come first served; but under a 
Bill of this kind they would have the old corm'r 
allotment system revived-with which honor
ahle members were so well acquainted. The 
only system they should have in the matter 
of the alienation of the lands was one 
by which every intending purchaser might 
have a fair chance of competing for the 
land he wished to obtain. That he thought 
was the only way by which also the 
Government would receive a fair re>enue 
from the alienation of the lands of the 
colony. There were several ways by which 
persons who improved lands in townships 
could obtain them on favorable terms. 
Such lands, for instance, would be put up 
by the Lands Department for sale by 
auction, with the value of the improvements 
added, and any person entering into com
petition with the original holder would, 
therefore, have to pay the full value of the 
improvements. Now, to that extent the 
price, as regarded the occupier, would be 
remitted, and in that way he would have a 
preference over anyone else. Then, again, if 
the land passed from him, he would obtain the 
value of the improvements he had made upon 
it. He did not see, therefore, what necessity 
there was for this Bill; and it was well 
known, that the man in possession had nine
tenths of the law on his side. \Vhen 
once a person got possession of the land, he 
came to Yiew his occupancy as somewhat in 
the nature of a iee simple-and it was very 
difficult to get rid of people who held lands, 
on terms other than those of purchase. This 
difficulty was one which he felt the Parlia
ment would have to deal with some day, 
sooner or later. E>ery one almost knew 
that under the quit-rent system of New 
South \V ales, the Government of that colony 
could not, ultimately, obtain payment of 
the rents ; and it came to this, ihat they had 
to part with the land; and it was well known, 
that under the free sGlection system, the 
selectors did not intend to pay more than the 
five shillings per acre which they had already 
paid. Under such a Bill as this, they would 
have a large number of persons taking up 
two-acre allotments in gold fields townships, 
not for the purposes of bona fide settlement 
and occupation, but for the purpose of subse
quent sale, when the value of the land came 
to be considerably increased. Then, again, 
if diggers wished to buy land in the \icinity 
of the gold fields, they could do so without 
competition; and that was done almost daily 
at the Lands Office. He said this much in 
reply to the charge which had been made 
against the Government, of wishing to pre
vent people from settling on the lands of the 
colony. \Vhy, it was the clear and unmis
takable duty ot the Government to secure 
the settlement of the country as extensively 
as possible; because, in doing so, they would 
secure a large tax-paying population, and 
another effect would be to reduce the burden 
of taxation upon every one at present in the 

colony. In doing that, they would only be 
carrying out the primeval command to subdue 
the land and to multiply and increase the 
population. 

Mr. MoRGAN said he would support the 
second reading of the Bill, because he believed 
that it would have the effect of settling a 
large population in and around the gold fields 
townships and elsewhere; and he was sorry 
to find that the honorable the Minister for 
Lands seemed to be afraid of the passing of 
a measure which, in his (l\Ir. Morgan's) 
opinion, could not fail to have such an effect. 
.A.s to the number of applications which had 
been sent in for land, under the provi8ions of 
the Homesteads Act, he "knew that, on one 
day, nine app1ications were sent in from 
persons resident in the district he had the 
honor to represent ; and he believed that, but 
for the orders which were issued from the 
head office, there would have bePn twenty-nine 
applications sent in. He was free to admit 
that he did not know anything whatever of 
the quality of the land in the Wide Bay dis
trict ; but, with a view to the promotion of 
the settlement of the country, he would sup
port the Bill now before the House ; though 
he might take the opportunity of suggesting 
that certain amendments should be made upon 
it in committee-if it should reach that stage. 
Now, he could tell the House of the case of a 
man named Alexander, who had earned some 
money, as an employee on the railway. That 
man was residing at Warwick, and he applied 
for certain lands to the local Crown Lands 
Commissioner. Well, his application was 
accepted, by the local Commissioner, in the 
first instance ; but it was aftnwards rejected 
by the Minister for Lands. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuHLIC LANDS said he 
did not think that the honorable membrr for 
Warwick could have been correctly informed 
as to the facts of the case he was referring 
to. He was sure that if the honorable m em
bel' had been correctly informed on the subject, 
he would not have made the statement he had 
just made. 

Mr. MoRGAN said he begged to inform the 
honorable member that what he was stating 
was in print. It was in one of the newspapers 
of the colony. 

The 8ECHETARY FOR PUBL~C LANDS wished 
to inform the honorable member for Warwick 
that if he put in the paper he was referring 
to, thn quotation he mu de from it could be ac
cepted as eYidence. but otherwise it could not. 

Mr. MoRGAN: Wrll, at any rate, it was 
something strange that if the poor man 
wanted an acre of land for agricultural pur
poses the Government was up in arms against 
llim at once; but, if the rastoral tenant 
wanted several thousands of acres at any 
time, the Government surported him iu his 
application. He should certainly support the 
motion. 

The SECRETARY FOR PvBLIC W OitKS mid, 
that when a measure similar to this was before 
the House last session he opposed it, because 
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he did not see why miners should be enabled 
to !.ake up land on me>re favorable terms than 
any other class of the community; and he wa~ 
sure that if honorable members fully informed 
thcmselves on the whole subject, they would 
admit that he was justified in the course he 
then took. Very little advantage had been 
taken of the Hom:lsteads Act; but, besides 
thlLt, he objected to the gold fields commi;. 
sioners being allowed to deal with the lands 
of the colony in the way 1>hich this Bill pro
posed to give them power to do. But, 
further than that, he did not see how the 
Government could be justified in consenting 
to a. Bill which would allow oflarge portions of 
the lands of the colony, which might turn out 
to be highly anrifero~s. being taken up in the 
way proposed. Bes1cles that, however, the 
Act was worded in such a way that, he was 
afraid, the best intentionecl Government that 
could possibly be in existence could not pre
vent its being tortured to express other than 
its real purpose. He thought it would be 
manifestly absurd to afford unusual facilities 
for the alienation of Crown lands that might 
be considered to be auriferous. It might 
take fifty years before they could ascertain 
the amount of wealth that was embowellecl in 
the lands of the colony. \V as it not a fact, 
for instance, that some of the reefs which 
were supposed to have been run out had 
been further tl;sted, and had turned out to 
.be riclwr than they had formerly been 
found to be. Now, that, he thought went 
a great way towards proving th:1t some 
of the lands on Gympie were far richer than 
honorable members, or any one else, were 
aware of. He would have honorable mem
bers to bear this important fact in mind, 
that while the Government could resume 
lands for certain specified purposes, they 
could not resume lands set apart for mining 
purposes; because of the omission from the 
Act of the words" mining interests." .Now, 
there was nothing whatever to prevent the 
miners from taking up lands under the Home
stead Act in the vicinity of any gold fields 
township. Although there were several 
thousand miners on Gympie, the number of 
applications from that district for land under 
the provisions of the Homestead Act-and 
that within two monLhs after the Act came 
into operation-was only eight, though there 
were men there possessed of almost untold 
wealth, and the total area applied for did not 
amount to more than 102 acres. Now, the 
honorable member for "\Vide Bay, who, he 
believed, had taken a long lease of a town 
residence in Brisbane, 1>as one of the appli
cants, ancl, his application was for twenty-one 
acres. This gentlenum, who put himself for
ward as so anxious to have this 13ill passed, 
for the settlement of the diggers on the land, 
had actually h\ms0lf sPnt in an application 
for nearly one-mnth of the whole of what had 
been applied for. 

.:Hr. ATKIN : If there were only eight 
applicants altogether, an application for one. 

ninth of the whole could not, he thought, ba 
considered anything extraordinary. 

The SECRETARY FOR PFBLTC WoRKS: 

Well, he thou~ht that that was far too much 
for any absentee to be allowed to obtain 
under the Homesteads Act. The local com
missioner who sent clown the honorable 
member's application, went into a laboring 
explanation to shew that a portion of the 
lands applied for were not within the town 
reserve. Now, that was a question which had 
vet to be decided by measurement. For his 
own part, he would not be a party to the 
passing of a measure by which anyone would 
have the opportunity of obtaining an unusual 
extent of auriferous land. He might inform 
the House that he was aware of a piece of 
ground, not far from that which had been 
applied for by the honorable member for 

1 Wide Bay, which was alienated for a com
paratively small sum, but which afterwards 
turned out to be worth some thousands 
of pounds. He had no doubt that the 
land applied for by the honorable member, 
would, in a few years, turn out to be about the 
richest in Gympie. He considered that the 
honorable the Minister for Lands was fully 
jmtified in the remarks he made respecting 
the clanger that might occur from giving the 
commissioners of gold fields power to accept 
applications for the alienation of Crown lands 
from the mining popubtion. All the other 
inhabitants of the colony had to send in their 
applications according to a regulated form ; 
and no matter how small the extent of 
country applied for might be, their applica
tions had to be submitted to the Executive 
Council before a sale could be assented 
to: but by this Bill, if carried into law, 
some of the most valuable lands in the 
colony might be alienated on the mere dictum 
of the local gold fields commissioners. Now 
the commissioner at Gympie had recom
mended that some of the applications contained 
in his list should be accepted, and that others 
should be objected to; and it was somewhat 
strange that the application of the honorable 
member for 'Vide Bay, including two acres 
of disputed g;-ound, should be recommended 
by the commissioner for acceptance. On that 
ground alone, if there was none other, he 
maintained that the honorable member for 
Wide Bay was not justified in bringing for
ward this measure. The applications which 
had been made under the Homestead Act 
amounted in three instances to forty acres, in 
one instance to seventy acres, and in another 
instance to two acres-making altogether only 
192 acres ; and most of the applications were 
from persons resident in Gym pie ; and from 
persons who were not likely to make use of 
the lands for the purposes of bona .fide settle
ment. The honorable member for vVicle Bay, 
before introducing this Bill, should have been 
in a position to shew that the Bill of last 
session had been taken advantage of to a large 
extent, and in a way in accordance with the 
intentions of Parliament in passing it. He 
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objected in toto to the Legislative Assembly 
passing a Bill which would only benefit a 
p:1.rticular class of the community. He felt 
that if they wer0 to pass this measure, they 
would do an injury to the colony. He felt 
satisfied that lands, for which they were 
now obtaining only a shilling an acre, would 
in a few years hence be worth thousands of 
llounds. From the time that he accepted office 
as a member of the Government, he deter
mined not to interfere with the operation of 
the Act ; and he had not done so, because he 
believed that the working of the Act should 
be beyond the interference of the Govern
ment. When he accepted office, he deter
mined that, beyond giving instructions to the 
local land commissioners to do their duty 
according to the provisions of the Act, and to 
give no favor to anyone, they should take 
nothing more to do with it. But in that 
respect, he was not sure that he had gone far 
enough in the matter. He ne>er felt more 
strongly than he did now, as to the ruthless 
way in which the most >alliable lands of the 
~olony were being taken up under the 
Homestead Act, and he, for one, would pro
test against its provisions being extended 
to the gold fields. He believed that much 
quarrelling and numerous law-suits would 
result from the operation of this measure, if 
it should be passed into law. Indeed, he 
might say that some complaints had already 
reached him, respecting the operation of the 
Homestead Act. The Government were not 
at all disposed to obstruct the settlement of 
population on the gold fields of the colony, 
or on any other part of the colony ; and he 
would, therefore, recommend that the honor
able member for ·wide Bay should withdraw 
his motion for the second reading of this 
Bill, and allow the question to be referred to 
a select committee, in order that the House 
might have the benefit of the evidence of the 
Surveyor-General of the colony on the sub
ject, and of others who were qualified, from 
experience, to give an opinion upon it, before 
they took any steps in the way of legislation 
in the matter. So far, the Homestead Act 
which was now in existence, had proved to be 
unsatisfactory, and he hoped the House would 
not consent to pass a measure that would 
only have the effect of extending its pro
visions. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS stated 
that the exception for the application for lands 
under the Homestead Act was in the case of a 
person resident in the Warwick district, and 
that the land applied for was adjoining some 
lands possessed by Mr. Clarke, who was 
formerly a member of the Assembly. Now, 
he believed that the local commissioner had 
made a mistake in the matter-and, of course, 
anjone was liable to make a mistake-es
pecially where he felt that it was necessary 
to exercise an unusual degree of careful
ness. It was not till yesterday that the 
Government knew anything about the case 
:referred to by the honorable member for 

Warwick ; and, so far as he at present under
stood it, the impression of the members of 
the Government was that the application 
would have to be granted. 

Mr. ATKIN said he would support the 
second reading of the Bill ; but, at the out
set, he wished to protest against the conduct 
of honorable members of the Government, 
who were at least supposed to set an example 
of decorum to honorable members, getting up 
and imputing motives to others, as the horror
able member the Secretary for \V orks had 
done in the course of his speech on the occa
sion of the second reading of this Dill. Now, 
he believed that, by the passing of this Bill, 
everyone in the colony would be equally 
benefitted, and no one more than another. 
The honorable member for \Yide Bay would 
not derive any more benefit from it than any 
other honorable member, or than anyone of 
the general public would. Now, it was well 
known that there was a Pastoral Leases Bill 
brought before the House almost e>ery 
session. Such measures were of course for 
the purpose of benefitting those who had an 
interest in runs ; but honorable members never 
heard them objected to by honorable members 
who had an interest in pastoral purs11its; nor 
did those honorable me m beL'S decline to vote in 
respect to those Bills. As to the rPmarks of 
the honorable the Secretary for Public Lands, 
that honorable gentleman, if he thought there 
was a necessity for a reform in their land 
laws, should · bring down a Bill on the 
subject. If he did so, and could shcw good 
reason for it, the members of the Opposition 
side of the House would no doubt support 
him. Now, he must say that he thought 
there was some force in the observation of 
the honorable the Secretary for Public \Vorks 
when he proposed that this question should 
be referred to a select. committee ; for he 
(Mr. Atkin) must say he did not think that 
the Bill as it stood would lead to the 
bona fide settlement of population on the 
gold fields of the colony. Different state
ments had been made by members of the 
Ministry as to the extent to which the 
Homesteads Act had been taken advantage 
of. One honorable member stated at first 
that there had been only half-a.dozen ap
plications, but he afterwards corrected 
himself and said there had been fourteen ; 
but another honorable member, the Minister 
for V'ir orks, had informed the House that only 
eight applications had been made under the 
Act. Now, which of the statements was 
correct? For his own part, he believed that 
if the Homesteads Aet had been properly 
worked, a great amount of land would ha>e 
been taken up under it. He believed it was 
wholly owing to the action of the Government, 
in the administration of the Act, that so little 
land had been taken up under it. The honor
able the Minister for Works had referred to 
the honorable member for vVide Bay having 
taken a lease of a house in Brisbane with the 
purpose of. residing here ; and that he had 



Gold Fields Homestead [18 MAY.] .Act .A.mentlinent Bill. 32/ 

brought forward this Bill, from which, it was 
said, he might, if it were passed, deriYe cPr
tain advantages. X ow, he renwmbered that 
the ::\Jinister for \Yorks, some time ago, took 
particular action in the mattrr of the nliena. 
tion of ce-rtain country in which then• were 
valuable coal depositR. .Every honorahle 
member almost knew of the greed the honor
ablc the Minister for V'ir orks shcwcd to obtain 
possession of the Bnrrum coal fields. H c (Mr. 
Atkin) haLl had the whole of the correspond
ence on the subject submitted to him; and 
he must say that he 1Yas ashamed to read it 
through. K ow, from what he knew about 
that, he thought that any honorable member 
of the Ministry ought not to make reference 
to any personal interest which tlu; honorable 
member for Wide Bay might be supposl'd to 
haYe in the llassing of this }3i!l. \Yas it 
right that the honorablr member should have 
it cast in his teet11 that, b<>cause he had in
vested his capital in mining speculations on 
Gympie, he brought forward this Bill-and 
that in order to promote his own interrsts P 
l'uch a charge was most undignified; and he 
was surprised that the honorable tlw Sec
retary for Public 'V orks should haYC' used 
such an expression ; but he must say that 
he was more surprised to find that the 
Secretary for Public Lands should have 
been led into following the bad example of 
the honorable member for l'>Iaryborough. 
He would most certainly support the Bill, 
and he hoped that, for the future, when the 
honorable member for Widl' Bay had a duty 
to the country to perform, he would, as that 
duty demanded, bring forward his motions in 
the House, and that honorable members 
would not hear again those }Jaltry accusations 
which had been ~o unworthily thrown in his 
tl"eth by honorable gentlemen sitting on the 
1'rcasury benches. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said that if the 
Government had allowed any leases to be 
granted on that gold field, they would have 
acted in direct opposition to the law. If any 
lea8e was granted on the diggings of this colony, 
it was necessary that there shnulcl be resi
dence on the gold field for six months. As 
there were not one hundred residents on the 
ground, it was beyond the power of the 
Government to issue leases without going 
against the law ; and, as long as he had a scat 
in the Ministry, he would cndeavor to keep 
the Ministry within the law. 

Mr. LrLLEY said it was to be hoped that 
the honorable member would succeed in his 
endeavors to keep the Ministry within the 
law. n had been said that such obstruc
tions to settlement had been imposed as to 
shew that there was a party in the House 
unwilling to promote the sPttlement of any 
population on the gold fields. That was an 
accusation made against the party that the 
Ministry represented- the ultra-squatting 
and anti-settlement party. He remembered 
that it was with considerable disgust he had 
observed the action of some honorable mem-

bers on their side when the original Bill was 
passing; because he believed that it was to 
the serious disadvantage of the country that 
such a narrow spirit should have actuated 
honorablc members, and that there should 
have been manifested such a want of en
lightenment, on their part, as preYented the 
throwing open of the land when there were 
several large gold rushes to this colony. He 
did not mean to say that all the honorable 
membrrs who sat on the Ministerial side of 
the House were infected with that narrow 
spirit. He wished to reyudiate, most dis
tinctly, the assertion wh1ch had been made 
by the Minister for Works, at an earlier 
stage of the proceedings, to-night, that he 
had raised the cry of " Down with the 
squatters." He did not believe in such a 
tliing. The House were indebted to en
lightened squatters for prev<>nting a great 
deal of bad legislation on the land question. 
From the very first hour of his public life 
he recognisecl the value of the assistance 
of the pioneer squatters who had preceded 
us in sn bduing the wilderness, and preparing 
the country for settlement; he thought the 
squatter should hold his place so long as he 
was willing to give up the land, when it was 
required for the settlement of the people and 
for agriculture; and he would not prevent 
him from having the land upon fair terms 
until it was so requir<'d in the progress of 
the colony. No man wished the squatters 
to succeed more than he, and he always 
endcavored to promote their success in com
mon with that of the rest of the community. 
In 1869, he gave the squatters the largest 
and most liberal measure that they ever had 
in this colony. That was admitted, he 
belil'ved ; if not openly, it was evidenced by 
the fact that so large a number of them had 
surrendered their leases under previous 
enactments and taken fresh ones under the 
Act of 1869. It was true that he took care, 
when that Act was passin~, to secure the 
interests of the general pubhc. He believed 
that Act was better than the Act of 1868 in 
one respect, that the Government could re
sume the runs for public purposes, and for 
settlement, whenever they required, and that 
it rested with the House to dissent from the 
action of the Government. He sincerely re
gretted the accusations that had been made 
by the Minister for Works against the horror
able member for Wide Bay. He could 
hardly think that the honorable gentleman 
had made those accusations with seriousness. 
The honorable gentleman often indulged in 
such flights of fancy, when he was in the 
mood invective, and he soared beyond the 
rPgions of sober fact. He (Mr. Lilley) did 
not like the Bill; it presented some features 
that he could not cordially assent to. But 
he should vote for it in the hope that between 
it and the present Act the House might 
strike out some measure more beneficial to 
the general public than the honorable mem
ber for Wide Bay had succeeded in providing. 
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l\fr. DE SATGE said the Minister for Lanr1s 
had told the House that onlv some few 
applications had been made under the Act. 

The SECRETARY FOR Punuc LANDS : The 
number was fourteen. He had made a mis
takE' before. 

Mr. DE SATGE : He did not think that the 
legislation for only fourteen applications could 
be amended by such a Bill as that brought 
before the House by the honorable member 
for Wide Bay. He could see nothing in the 
Bill to meet in any measure the public re
quirements ; and he thought tha! the more 
the land laws were tinkered with. the more 
they got into confusion. 'The honorable 
member for Wide Bay was assisted last year 
in passing his Gold FiP1ds Homestead Act in 
the fairest possible spirit, and he received 
from the Ministerial side of the H onse the 
most cordial support; and he should not now 
come before the House to amend that mea
sure without some better rea~on than he had 
shewn. The gist of his complaints was that 
certain gold fields had not been rroclaimecl. 
He (Mr. De Satge) could complain of the same 
thing. There were certain gold fields in his 
neighborhoocl that had not been proclaimed. 
But to say that the House ought to ex
tend the provisions of the Homestead Act 
to the gold fields townships, when there 
were only fourteen applications under that 
Act, was somewhat strong, as that fact 
led him to believe there was no need for 
the Bill. The gist of the Bill was in the 
third clause, declaring what should he gold 
fields, whether proclaimed or not. There 
would have been many more applications 
under the Act of 1870 if the gold fields had 
been proclaimed. He (Mr. De Satge) had 
been very much disappointed at finding that 
11fr. Daintree, instead of carrying out the 
geological survey of the North, according to 
the vote of Parliament, had gone off with 
specimens from Gympie. That was one of his 
complaints. His constituents had never 
clamored for land to be thrown open to 
them. They were content to buy it if they 
wanted it. At the last two land sales not 
one-third of what had been offered was pur
chased; and, therefore, he did not think the 
people required land to be thrown open, as 
had been urged. The honorahle member for 
\Vide Bay had certainly failed to shew anv 
good reason for his Bill. When honorable 
members complained that all the measure'; of 
the session were for the benefit of the pastoral 
tenants, they should observe that this evening 
they discussed sim1Jly !!,Old fields measures, 
which dealt exclusively with one class of the 
community. Perhaps the House were too 
much engaged in class legislation. He should 
vote against the Bill, because not one word 
had been said which she1n:d_ that it ought to 
be supported. It was merely to interfere 
with the due settlPment of the township lands, 
which were thrown open in the mual way; 
and it would be a very pernicious measure if 
passed. · 

Mr. STEPHENS said that rather more had 
been made than was justified of the fourteen 
applications under the Act. Honorahle mem
bers had been speaking as if the Act had 
been in force some time; but it came into 
force only two months and a-half ago, on the 
14th March, The aliplications were all made 
in that month, and they were all that the 
office had been advised of up to the 3rd May. 
It appearC'd fro121 the r_eturn that advices had 
been received at the Treasury to the pffect 
that collections had been made at Calliope 
and l(ockhampton gold fields, hut the Com
missionE'rs had not yet sent in their re1Jorts 
to the office; ~o it seemed that there were 
more than fourtl'en applications. He dicl not 
wi~h to lay too much stress upon this, hut to 
hi8 mind it took off all the stress that had 
been laid upon the argument that the Bill, or 
the Act of last session, was not required. He 
thought that if the Act was left to its opera
tion there wnulcl he more applications under 
it. He agreed with the honorable member 
for Fortitude V alley that the direct tendency 
of their legislation should he to settle the 

1 people on the lands. He should support the 
· sec,Jncl reading of the Bill. 

Attention was called to the state of the 
House, by J\fr. GROOM; and, a quorum having 
been formed, 

Mr. FoRnEs said he should oppose the 
Bill hecaus(' it would he had policy to inter
fere with the gold fields t0vmships, and it 
would he a dangerous privilege to lease allot
ments of two acres of land in these town
ships at a nominal rent. This would be 
advantageous to incli-1-iduals who got the first 
})ick, and it would he a source of considerable 
disagreement. If the diggers themselves 
were consult('d on the matter, he believed 
thev would be found adverse to the Bill. He 
cot-iid conceive of no good effect that it Wlls 
likely to have. Honorable members who 
had spoken in support of the Bill had not 
pronounced it an altogether good one, 

Mr. JORDAN said he should Yote for the 
second reading of the Bill, although he 
thought there were one or two points in it 
on which amendment might be made. He 
rm;e in answer to some remarks of the 
Minister for \Vorks, who was constantlv 
accusing honorable members on the Opposi
tion side with being enemi;~s of the squatters. 
He was sure th:ct 'the lwnorablc member for 
Fortitude VallPv was one of the last who 
should be accm~d of crying down that esti
mable, Taluahle, and respect11ble clnss of 
colonists; for he had ras.sed an Act which 
gave the squatters everything they had asked 
for. .For himself, he objected strongly to an 
honorahle member getting up, ancl, for his 
own amusement, accusing those opposed to 
him of being actuated by any foolish feelings 
a1~ainst any cla<s of colonists. \'\'hen he sat 
iri the first Parliament, and while he was in 
tlu~ colony, he llt'vcr participated in that 
narrow ancl contemptible antagonism to the 
squatters which had been referred to. No one 
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ever heard him opposing them, as squatters. 
He hPld that there were many of that class 
to whom the colony was much indebted for 
liberality, eopccially in dealinf\' with the land 
lawM of the colony-in•lebtcd to them as the 
pioneers of civilinc~ion, who had the hardi
hoocl to go out and invest their capital in 
thrir primitive occU]Jation in ad"Vance of set
tlement. But he know that the Minister 
for \Yorks was not in earnest ; he had brPn 
amusing himself in saying that honorable 
members who were on the other side of 
the Hou~e from him were the enemies of the 
squatters ; and there was not the slightest 
foundation for the accusation. 

Mr. GROO}I said he felt very much in 
the position of the honorable member for 
East l\IorPton; that was, he had no very 
friendly fel'ling for the Bill. It was very 
puzzling. Though he should vote for the 
seeond reading, it wa~ in the hope that when 
the l3ill wrnt into committee it might be 
madl' a useful measure in l'lccordance with the 
statenwnt of' the honorable mC'mbcr for \Vide 
Bay. He confes~cd that· he did not care 
much about it. But he had risen on account 
of the extraordinary statement which had 
h~en made by the Minister for Lands, 
and which he very much questioned. It 
was not often that that honorable gentleman 
macle a statcmPnt which was not justified 
by facts, but he had stated that the free 
selectors of New South \:Vales had only paid, 
up to the prl•sent time, five shillings for their 
lands, and that they had made up their 
minds to pay no more. He (Mr. Groom) 
happened to have read the speech of the Hon
orable John Hobertson, to the electors of 
'iV est Sydney, upon his recent election after 
taking office, and that honorable gentleman 
then praised the free selectors up to the 
skies, as being a useful r lass of colonists 
-that they were paying up their dues with 
the greatest regularity, so much ~o, that a 
great amount of reYenue was der1ved from 
their occupation of the lands ; and he prided 
himsrlf upon the particular Act which opened 
the country to them. He should like to 
know where the Minister for Lands got his 
information for a statement made in the 
Hou•e which was calculated. to do so much 
injury to the free selectors in this colony. 
He was inclined to think that the honorahle 
gentleman had got hold of the wrong story. 
Mr. ltobt'rtson was not likely to make his 
statemr.nt in Sydney, where he was certain to 
be corrected by the greatest minds in the 
country, if it wore not in accordance with 
fitcL>. He (:Mr. Groom) was inclined to 
support the motion, because he thought the 
honorable member for vYide Bav had some 
good object in the Bill ; and ·leaving out 
altogether personal considerations, he should 
vott' for it on account of the severe opposition 
the honorable member got from the l\Iinis
terial side of the House, since he had the 
good sense to act freely and independently. 
He reserved to himself the right to vote for 

certain amendments on the Bill in com
mittee. 

lHr .• r orrNsro~ opposed the second reading 
of the Bill, upon the ground tlwt it would be 
a dang!'rous rractiee to lra se two-acre allot
lll!mts in golcl fields townships. He had some 
little expc1·ienee of these nmttcrs, and he was 
aware of the evils that woulu result from 
such a Bill becoming law. The practice was, 
when a new gold field \\·as discovered, to fix 
on some central spot for the township, and 
then to mark out lots of about a quarter of an 
acre each for holders of business licenses. The 
occupation of a lot under a business license 
cost about £,t, under the regulations. If the 
Bill should be carried, the result would be 
that those first on the rush would get the 
whole of the ground in their two-acre allot
mt'nts-they would take up the main street, 
to the exclusion of other parties, and would 
make en0rmous profits out of them, at the 
expense of their fellow colonists who wanted 
to settle on the gold field. If the whole ques
tion was brought up, h,, should be glall to 
a,;sist the honorable member for Wicle Bay; 
but he coulcl not vote for the Bill in its 
present shape. Amongst other alterations, 
he suggest0d that the number of residents 
to constitute a gold field under the Act, should 
be reduced from one hundred to fifty, which 
would promote settlement amongst the gold 
miners. 

The question was put, and the House 
divided. 

Aye~, 12. 
::lfr. Lilley 

, 1\Ior,;-an 
Atktn 

, Milo' 
, Stephens 
JJ Jordan 
, Edmondstone 
, Groom 
, Fyfe 
ll Ha.ndy 
, MacDcvitt 
, Ring. 

Noes, 16. 
Mr. Palmer 

Walsh 
Thorn 
Johnston 

, Bell 
, Forbes 
, l\Ioreton 

Scott 
Fern•tt 

, \Vienholt 
, De Satg6 
, Ramsay 
, Royds 

Cribb 
Bramston 

H 'fllompson. 

:Resolved in the negative. 

ADJOURN;}LENT. 
Mr. GROOM rose to draw the Colonial 

Secretary's attention to the aclvisahleness of 
adjourning the House unt~l Tuesday week, 
the 30th instant. Next ·vv ednesday would 
be the Queen's Birthday, when, of course, 
the House woulll not sit; and the subsequent 
portion of the week was appointed for the 
Brisbane races, in which seyeral honorahle 
members were interested. Se"Vcral country 
members intended to leave town to-morrow 
morninp;; and he did not think it would be 
advisable for thrm to come down next week 
to spend one day on the public business. It 
V\"ould be, p1·obably, convenient to both sides 
oft he House, if they would agree to-night that 
thP honorablc the Colonial Secretary should 
mo"Ve, that the House, on rising, should 
adjourn over next week. For himself per-
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so_nally, he might say that he had " paired" 
w1th an honorable member on the other side 
of the House, so that he had no interest in 
the question, further than a desire to promote 
the convenience of honorable members 
generally. 

Mr. MrLEs said he could not return to his 
· district, like the honorable member for 

Drayton and Toowoomba. He had come 
down to do the 1mblie business, and he 
objected to the adjournment; besides, to
morrow would be time enough to talk of iL 

Mr. FERRETT objected to an adjournment 
for a week. Besides, he had two motions on 
the paper for to-morrow, which he desired to 
see disposed of. He moved-

That this House do now adjourn. 
The CoLONIAL SEcRETARY said he was 

entirely in the hands of the House. 2\linistcrs 
would attend the Home, to go on with the 
business of the country, while a quorum 
could be got together. With reference to the 
suggested adjournment, he thought it 1vould 
be a pity to adjourn now over next week, as 
a good deal of business could be got through 
in the Friday morning sitting. Yet it was a 
question, if they should not adjourn for the 
convenience of honorable members. There 
might not be a quorum to-morrow. If so, in 
that case, the House could only be adjourned 
to the .next sitting day ; and Ministers and 
J\1r. Speaker would have to come to the House, 
day after day, all next week, and, perhaps, 
there would be no q1lorum. 

.1\lr. ATKIN, agreeing with what had been 
sa1d by the honorable member for lUaranoa, 
promised to attend every day, if the honor
able member would do so. 

Mr. DE SATGE objected to the inconvenience 
to members who had come long distances, 
which an adjournment for a week would 
entail. 

The Hon. n. B. MoRETON said he was 
glad the honorable member for Maranoa had 
taken a stand against the adjournment. He 
could not remain in town, if his time was 
not required to be spent in the House. The 
present proceeding was a strong argument in 
favor of payment of members. He was 
surprised at the proposal of the honorable 
member for Drayton and Toowoomba who 
did not attend the House regularly, anrl who 
was, only now present because he "smelt a 
rat. 

Mr. GROOM said he watched the business 
paper ; and he did not come down to the 
House to hear a tirade of abuse which was 
not for the general good of the country, but 
to do the public business ; and, whenever 
there was business to be done, he was in his 
place. .He moved, by "'ay of amendment on 
the mohon of the honorable member for West 
JYioreton, J\Ir. Ferrett-

That the question be amended by the omission 
of all the words following the word " House " 
with a view to the insertion in their place of the 
words "at its rising, do adjourn until Tuesday 
the 30th instant." ' 

1Ir. l'lfrLES observed that there was not an 
honorable member of the House who attended 
less to his duties than the mov('r of the 
amendment, and who was continually makin,v 
use of the railway, and having telegram~ 
sent to him at his home to come down at 
particular times. He attenlled day after dav 
from the opening of the session to the clos~, 
and he wao now to be kept lrickitw his heels 
about doing nothing for oight days, mrrcly 
to please the honorable member for Draytun 
ancl Toowoomha, who had had the audacity 
to mal>e such a proposition. ThP honorahle 
member for East 1\foreton, 1\1r. Atkin, 
wanted to go to some railway expedition. It 
was unfair to representatives of distant 
districts, who could not get home, to keep 
them in town doing nothing. 

Mr. ATKIN expressed his sorrow that his 
honorable friend, the member for 1\Iaranoa, 
was in a fighting humor with him, after he 
had distinctly stated that he was prepared to 
attend next week. On a former occasion the 
honorable member objected to an adjournment 
such as was now proposed; and when horror
able members attended, and could not get a 
quorum, the honorable member for ~1aranoa 
was conspicuous by his absence. 

J\fr. TnoRN supported the amendment. 
Mr. ScoT'r said he should support the 

amendment, as they had been told by horror
able members opposite that they would allow 
no business to be clone, and as there was no 
probability of there being a quorum. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said that his duty 
was a very plain one, for, if there was any divi
sion, he should vote against the adjournment, 
as it was the duty of the Government to sit 
there, no matter who attended. He knew 
from experience that honorable members had 
used almost the same words on former occa
sions when opposing an adjournment, and yet 
had been absent on the following day. He 
did not believe anything would be done during 
the next week, but some business might be 
got through during the morning sitting of the 
next day. . 

Mr. MILES rose to enter his protest against 
the way in which the public business was de
layed, and he should divide the House on the 
question. He thought it was a great hardship 
that he should come down from a long distance 
to atte?-d tha~ House, and that just for the 
convemence or honorablc members who lived 
in the neighborhood, the business of the coun
try should be postponed. Some allusion had 
been made to his absence, but he had never 
moved for an adjournment except at the 
request of another honorable member. 

:.Mr. JORDAN said, from what he had heard, 
he was almost certain there would not be any 
quorum; and as to being absent, he might say 
that, except on one occasion when he was 
ill, he had never been absent from that 
House. 

lVIr. FYFE said he did not want to see legis
lation stopped altogether. H c thought the 
ob,iect in postponing the business was not on 
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account of the races, but in ordrr to delay the 
railway question. 

Mr. CnrBB denied the statement made by 
the honorable mC'mber for l\faranoa that he 
wished for an adjournment in order to be 
present at the Ipswich races. The fact was 
that the honorable member simply wanted to 
take honorable members to the House on the 
following morning, when there would be no 
quorum. 

The que~tion, That thC' words proposed to be 
omitted stand part of the question, was then 
put, and the House divided with the following 
result:-

Aye.•, 16. 
Mr. Palmer 
, Royds 
" Ferrett 

Forbes 
Fyfe 
At kin 

, !Jilley 
Thompson 
)files 
::lforcton 

, Handy 
Edmond?tone 
Kin~ 
Walsh 

,, Bramston 
, De Sz:ttge. 

Xoes, 9. 
::\Ir. Groom 

, Morgan 
Bell 
Scott 
1Yienhnlt 
Johnston 

, Jorc1an 
Thorn 
Step hens. 
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