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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Thursday, 8 December, 1870. 

Q.neen's Park, ToowoomlJa.-Gold Fields Commission.­
Cancelled Surveys. 

QUEEN'S PARK, 'IOOWOO:MBA. 
1\fr. GRooM moved-
That this House will, at its next sittirg, resolve 

itself into a Committee of the \V hole, to consider 
of an Address to the Governor, praying that His 
Excellency will be pleased to cause to be placed 
upon the Supplementary Estimates of 1870, the 
sum of three hundred pounds (£300) for fencing 
and laying out the public reserve set apart at 
Toowoomba for a recreation ground, or "Queen's 
Park." 

Five or six years ago, he said, an application 
was made to ihe Government to set apart a 
portion of land in Toowoomba as a public 
reserve ; and about forty acres were so 
reserved for the use of the inhabitants. But, 
tts the reserve was situated on the top of the 
Main Range, it was very unsuitable for the 
purpose desiderated, being very much out of 
the way, and the land not being of the best 
character. It was, however, considered 
necessary to make an application for a sum 
of money to enclose the reserve ; and, upon 
action taken by himself, £300 was placed on 
the Estimates for fencing it in. On the 
motion of a then honorable member for East 
Moreton, Mr. Edmondstone, the reduced 
sum of £150 only was voted. That vote was 
expended, and a very rude kind of fence was 
erected around the ground. Under the New 
South \V ales Government, a very admirable 
piece of ground had been set apart in 
Toowoomba, called the "Camping Reserve," 
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had been spent. He had been searching all 
day, and he had had his department on search 
since the motion had been placed on the 
paper, hut they had been unable to discover 
how that was. Yet the Government were 
not unwilling to devote a certain sum of 

situated on a running stream of water, 
and comprising between forty and fifty 
acres of good land. At the close of 
last year an application was made to 
Government for the transfer of the "Camp-

1 

ing Heserve" to the town of Toowoomha, 
as a recreation ground, to be called the 
" Queen's l'ark," in lieu of the first men­
tioned reserve which was granted to the 
town in 1862, and subsequently fellced. It 
was to enclose this new ground that he now 
asked for a vote of money. He very much 
appr~ved of having, in all large towns, re­
creatiOn grounds set aparl for the people. 
\Vhen the application was made to enclose 
the ground in front of the Parliament House, 
at a cost of £2,000, he gave support to it ; 
and he had also supported the vote for the 
Queen's Park at Ipswich. It would be ob­
served by honorable members that provision 
was made yearly in the Estimates for Bris­
bane and Ipswich, though for none of the 
other towns of the colony was provision 
made. He did not complain of tllis, because 
it was only right. and just that those large 
centres of populatiOn should have reserves ; 
but he did contend that when other towns re­
quired similar advantages, especiallytheinland 
towns, the Government should make some pro­
vision, to lay the reserves out, iu the first place, 
and to enclose them before handing them over 
finally to local trustees. He had ascer­
tained that £300 would not be sufficient 
to accomplish the object sought at Toowoom­
ba ; but if that amount were granted, the 
Municipal Corporation of the town would 
take charge of the reserve, and defray from 
their limited resources the expense of keeping 
the reserve in proper order. It might be 
said that if Government acceded to his appli­
cation, other towns would come down with 
similar applications. \V ell, he could not see 
why they should not have reserves for public 
purposes, the same as Ipswich and Brisbane. 
He did not see why one town should have 
the advantage in this respect over another. 
It would be a very great advantage and 
assistance to the Curator of the Brisbane 
Botanic Gardens in acclimatising trees and 
plants; in fact, branch establishments might 
be formed at those places; and, no doubt, 
such would be the case with the Toowoomba 
l{eserve. He might remark that the fence 
which had been put up at a cost of £150, voted 
by the House, around the old reserve, was 
still there-·it had not been removed. It had 
been stated that the Government intended to 
use that reserve as a police paddock. At all 
events, the old fence was regarded by the 
corporation as the property of the Govern­
ment, and was still unmolested. The new 
ground which had been exchanged for the 
old reserve was in its natural condition. 

money to the purpose set out in the motion. 
' They were not able to give to the extent of 

£300, but they were willing to give £100, 
which he (the Secretary for Public Lands) 
thought would do for the present. 

'l'he SEcRETARY FOR PunLrc LANDs : He 
understood the honorable member to say that 
the Government were now in possession of 
lan& on which £150, voted by the House, 

Mr. KING objected to the motion on the 
ground of economy, and because, at this time, 
heavy taxes were imposed on the people, and 
salaries in the Government service were being 
reduced. This was not the time for the 
House to go into extra expenditure. If the 
grant were given to 'l'oowoomba, every town 
in the colony would have a right to similar 
consideration. He objected to the motion on 
another ground :-It was said no later than 
yesterday that roads should be made by local 
boards, and that the money expended on the 
roads should be found by the localities re­
quiring them. If the people of the colony 
had to provide roads, which were actually 
necessary for their existence, he contended 
that they should pay for what, in comparison, 
were luxuries. 

The SECR.~<JTARY FOR PuBLIC \V oRKs said 
that if the honorable mover desired to go to a 
division on his motion, he must make up his 
mind either to lose the whole sum or none; 
and honorable members should bear in mind, 
that the offer of the Government was made 
in substitution of the amount asked for by 
the honorable member for 'l'oowoomba. No 
doubt there were precedents for asking for 
money for such purposes; but he did not 
think the House had the whole of the facts 
of the present case before them. He warned 
the House that if the motion were passed, it 
would form a precedent, and they must be 
prepared to consent to vote for \V arwick, 
Springsure, Hockhampton, and other towns 
of the colony. As representative for Mary­
borough, he could not consent to it, without 
bringing forward the claims of that town, and 
seeking to benefit his constituents. The hon­
orable member should have brought forward 
a comprehensive resolution which would 
empower the Government to allow a certain 
sum of money, not exceeding £100 a year, 
for the various towns of the colony. If he 
would alter his motion, he would receive 
support for the lesser amount proposed. 

.Mr. DE SATGE said he did not feel inclined. 
to vote for the motion or the reduced amount 
which the Government proposed. As a 
matter of principle he would object. '!'here 
were numbers of the northern towns, not 
possessed of the fine climate of 'l'oowoomba, 
which wanted assistance from the Govern­
ment; and he opposed the granting of money 
for recreation, at a time when the colony was 
plunged into debt and could hardly find 
means to pay its way. 
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. J\-Ir. ATKIN said he thought that the objec­
tiOns made by supporters of the Government 
came with a very bad grace from honorable 
members who had gone in for increasing the 
salaries of the Postmaster-General and the 
Chief Justice. Talk about economy from 
them, when a small amount was asked for to 
benefit the public, was no more than the 
House might have expected after their ex­
travagance. He twitted the Minister for 
Works with having got up to speak in order 
to give the cue to the followers of the Minis­
try, to object to the establishment of a pre­
cedent ; and he considered such conduct 
unwarranted after the statement made by 
the honorable the Secretary for Public Lands. 
For his part, he thought that all the towns of 
the colony had claims for such consideration 
as was now asked on behalf of Toowoomba. 
He should support the motion, if amended so 
as to make the sum asked for £100. 

The Hon. B. B. MoRETON retorted upon 
the honorable member for East Moreton, 
whose remarks he could not allow to pass 
unnoticed. He intended to oppose a grant 
of money to such a place ag Toowoomba for a 
local work, which should be subscribed for 
by those for whose benefit it was proposed. 
Toowoomba was a prosperous town, and 
should be able to afford £100. He did not 
oppose the motion on the score of economy 
at all. 

Mr. MoRGAN said he should support the 
motion for £100, and he was equally ready 
1.o support a similar motion for any other 
town. 

Mr. ScoTT denied that he, on the side of 
the Government, had voted for extravagance, 
and he would not submit to be talked to in 
the way the honorable member for East 
Moreton, Mr. Atkin, had addressed the 
House. 

Mr. HALY opposed the motion. If it were 
agreed to, there would he no end of similar 
applications ; and he should be bound to his 
constituents to bring forward one, also. 

Mr. MclLwRAITH: Within the last three 
or four days, the House had passed a Loan 
Bill to cover over-expenditure, and partly to 
pay for works actually necessary, but which 
works ought to be paid for out of revenue. 
Considering that the finances of the colony 
were not enough to carry it on, to ask the 
House to support a motion for recreation 
purposes, while the roads were unmade and 
the railway was standing incomplete for 
traffic, was to ask them to waste money. 

Mr. EDMONDSTONE said he was prepared 
to support the motion, although he had, on a 
former occasion, effected a reduction in a 
proposed vote for a similar purpose to that 
now in view. The honorable member, Mr. 
Haly, said there would be no end to such 
applications if this were granted. Was there 
no end to the towns of the colony? Were 
there fifty or a hundred that would require 
votes r The motion ought to be pas8ed, and 

every town in the colony should be entitled 
to a recreation ground. 

Mr. MILES said he was not going to oppose 
the motion, because he intended to bring 
forward a similar motion himself. On that 
ground he should support it. 

The Hon. lL PRLNG said he intended to 
support the motion. He should be glad to 
see a sum placed on, the Supplementary 
Estimates for 1871, for such purposes as the 
motion favored. He approved of the prin­
ciple of such grants, and of representatives 
asking for them on behalf of their constituen­
cies. Without wishing to cast any blame on 
the Government or their supporters, he 
could not conceal that he viewed the Loan 
Bill as a measure in which the interests of 
their districts had been consulted. 

HoNORABLE MEMBERS oN THE TREASrRY 
BENCHES : No, no. 

The Hon. R. PRING : Honorable members 
might say, "No," as much and as loudly as 
they liked ; but the honorable member for 
Burnett, Mr. Haly, had "let the cat out of 
the bag," yesterday. He knew very well 
that the honorable member, and other honor­
able members on the other side of the House, 
had secured consideration in the Loan Bill 
for their districts. He could see through it ; 
they had had a great deal to do with the 
Loan Bill. And, now, two or three got 
up and said they would not vote for 

1 
this and for that, on the score of economy. 
However, the honorable member for Dray­
too and Toowoomba was perfectly right in 
asking for money to enclose the reserve at 
Toowoomba. "What was the use of a piece 
of waste land to the inhabitants of that 
town ? The Corporation could not fence it, 
because they had not a title ; and, if they 
had, they wonld be using the municipal 
funds, contributed for other objects. The 
reserve was for the public benefit, not for 
the benefit of the inhabitants of Toowoomba 
only. He (Mr. Pring) regretted that he 
could not support the views of the honorable 

' members for• Burnett-one of whom, not 
' having spoken since he moved the Address 

in reply to the Opening Speech, now came 
forward to oppose the granting of a small 
sum for the public benefit. As against all 
that had been said about the House being 
inundated with similar motions, he might 
mention that the revenue had been tremen­
dously augmented ; and, there was £90,0')0 
of the loan which had been so equitably dis­
tributed-of course, it was equitably dis­
tributed between Ministers and their sup­
porters, before it was brought into the 
House ;-after that, the small sum asked for 
could not fairly be considered extravagant 
expenditure by the most rigid of the econo­
mists on the other side. He should like to 
know why £20 a mile, for five miles, was re­
quired on the race course road, Ipswich? 
He should like to see the Eagle Farm 
Race course road, which V>as only three· 
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quarters of a mile long, cared for. It 
was evident that the Government had pro­
vided for their supporters in every possible 
way they could. 

:Mr. HALY, in explanation, protested that 
he had never asked the Government for a 
single thing; because he knmv, from the way 
the Minister for vVorks had often before 
advocated the interests of the Burnett, that 
the honorable gentleman would act fairly to 
that district. 

The SPEAKER stated that honorable mem­
bers must not rise to explain for the pur­
pose of making a second speech. 

The SECRETARY l<'OR PUBLIC vVoRKS, in 
explanation, said it would have been better 
for the honorable member for North Brisbane, 
:lVIr. Pring, to have been in the House yester­
day, than to bring up matters that had 
nothing to do with the present debate. 

The SPEAKER: The honorable member was 
making a second speech. 

Mr. FERRETT said he rose because the 
Ministerial supporters had been challenged. 
Had the honorable member for Brisbane, :lVfr. 
Pring, been in his place during the debate on 
the Loan Bill, yesterday, he would not have 
S]Joken just now in a manner so unseemly. 
The distribution of the road votes, under the 
Loan Bill, was a very fair one. Th~ honor­
able gentleman had no right to impute 
motives. The present Government were 
willing and able honestly to carry on the 
Government of the colony-to bring forward 
measures for the general good of the country. 
However willing former Governments might 
have been, they had not been able to do the 
work of the country. If the honorable mem­
ber for Drayton and Toowoomba would 
withdraw his motion, and bring forward one 
embraeing a general scheme to provide recre­
ation grounds for every town in the colony, 
he (Mr. Ferrett) would vote for it; but he 
could not support the present motion-which 
was what he called a local matter. Brisbane 
was the capital, which was a reason for its 
reserve being attended to; and for Ipswich, 
too, there were special reasons for that 
course ; but he was not aware that there was 
any understanding that the reserve should be 
fenced at .1'oowoomba, when the exchange 
was made. 

.M:r. 'THoRN remarked that if the Govern­
ment did give their supporters a share of 
money voted under the Loan Bill, they also 
conciliated their opponents. The racecourse 
road at Ipswich had been proclaimed twenty­
five years, and it led to a very large agricul­
tural district. He could not say this for the 
Eagle Farm road, which was put down in 
the schedule at £20 a-mile, for eight miles, 
and which was the road to the Brisbane 
racecourse. If the present motion were 
acceded to, no doubt a large number of 
similar motions would be made. The thing 
was wrong in principle. 'The honorable 
member for Drayton and Toowoomba, in 
lUaking ou.t hie case, did not state whether the 

land was within the municipality, or vested 
in the corporation, who might well make a 
handsome piece of property of the land. If 
that were the case, he did not see any 
necessity for voting the money ; still, he 
would not oppose the motion. 

Mr. J OHNSTON said he thought the Govern· 
ment would not be giving any special aid to 
'l'oowoomba by acceding to the motion. The 
vote would be only a quid pro quo for the 
expenditure upon the fencing of the old 
ground. He thought there should be a 
yearly endowment for the various recreation 
grounds in the towns of the colony ; and, as 
the country was opened up, such demands 
must increase. 

l\fr. vVIENHOLT said that although, in the 
present state of the finances, he was very 
much opposed to granting money, the 
present was a peculiar case, in which the 
application might be supported. He thought 
it would be mere justice to give £100 to 
Toowoomba, and he would vote for it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS ex­
plained that the terms of the exchange of 
the land included the permission to the 
Toowoomba Corporation to remove the fence 
from the old reserve. The fence had not 
been removed, and the Government had the 
benefit of it. 

With the permission of the House, Mr. 
GRooM amended his motion, by substituting 
"£100'' for " £300." 

The quesLion, as amended, was then put 
and affirmed, on a division, by 20 to 8 votes. 

GOLD FIELDS COMMISSION. 
:Hr. KrNG said that it might be thought 

that the bringing forward of the motion he 
was about to introduce was in some measure 
in opposition to the order of the day which 
stood third on the list of Government busi­
ness, and which stated the intention of the 
Government to introduce in committee a Bill 
for the better management of the gold fields ; 
but it was not his intention at all to oppose 
that measure. He had never seen it, if it 
was in existence ; and he had not the slightest 
idea of what it might consist. He believed 
that no legislation could be attempted with 
regard to the gold fields-at least, no satis­

. factory legislation-until the House had some 
information on the subject which -;vas not at 
present available. The Act under which the 
gold fields were administered was a very old 
one, which was passed in 1858 by the Legis­
lature of New South Wales, and which had 
long ago been found perfectly useless in that 
colony, and had been repealed ;-in fact, two 
Gold Fields Acts had been passed since then, 
and, at the present time, a commission was 
sitting to procure such information as was 
considered necessary upon which to found 
satisfactory legislation. He believed an 
attempt had been made in that direction in 
the Assembly of this colony, and that a Bill 
had been introduced to amend the Act for 
the management of the gold fields ; but 
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when honorable members came to discuss it, 
they found that they did not possess informa­
tion to enable them to pass an Act. There 
was no doubt that the gold fields question 
was one that required gn'at care and attention; 
it was of a peculiarly difficult and intricate 
nature. There were two points which re­
quired to be more especially considered; and 
although it was very easy to state in two or 
three sentences what were the requirements 
of the diggers, yet there was very great diffi­
culty in giving practical effect to the ques­
tion. Those two points which required par­
ticular attention were-first, the administra­
tion of justice on the gold fields ; and, second, 
th~~ w hi eh afiected the security of tenure. 

lhe Hon. li. PmNG: Hear, hear. 
l\1r. KING: Under the Act of 1858, the 

powers given to a commissioner on a gold 
field were in some respects excessive, con­
sidering that there was practically no appeal 
from his dec·isions; whilst in other matters 
his jurisdiction was too limited to be satis­
factory; and, consequently, many matters 
which might be .-ery judiciously settled 
bef01 e s11ch a tribunal were driven into an 
expPnsive court. One great object to be 
attained in an enactment for the gold fields 
was to provide a perfectly cheap and easy 
method of appeal. Owing to the peculiarities 
of mining industry it was necessary that 
justice should be extremely prompt-that 
there should be no delay, when a difficulty 
arose, in getting a decision upon it. For that 
reason the commissioner's court, as at present 
existing, was very well adapted to the wants of 
the mining community, provided there was 
an appeal from that court which was cheap and 
easy. There were, however, very great diffi­
culties in providing a court of appeal, parti­
cularly as, at present, there was no special 
court to which mining appeals could be re­
ferred. It was a question, whether such a 
special court would not have to be constituted 
for mining appeals, before Parliament could 
arrive at a satisfactory and rational conclu­
sion on the subject. For that purpose it was 
particularly desirable that a commission 
should be appointed, to examine the several 
gold fields, and ascertain the wants of the 
miners-in fact, to take their evidence as to the 
feeling on the gold fields ; thus to ascertain 
what were their requirements and what would 
satisfy the wants of the mining community. 
He would suggest that in any commission, it 
would be extremely desirable to include some 
legal gentleman, who could giYe practical 
efiect to recommendations or frame provisions 
which it might be found desiraUe to adopt, 
for the future management of the gold fields; 
and, also, he could frame provisions for en­
suring sueh a tenure of the ground as would 
afl:'ord every security for capital, without at 
the same time constituting a monopoly. It 
was extremely desirable that, in m~ning, he 
who invested money should have the utmost 
security ; that he ~hould not be exposed to 
objections and disputes touching the founda-

iion of his investment. At the same time, it 
was extremely necessary, if the gold fields of 
the colony were to progrpss, that the land 
should not be locked up-that it should not 
be competrnt for any person to hold it; un­
worked for the purpose of selling it at some 
future period ; and that any one holding 
his claim, whether under lease or license, 
should have conditions attached to it, 
and if those conditions were not fulfilled, 
the claim should be ipso facto forfeited. 
There could be no objection whatever to the 
appointment of a commission, except on the 
score of expense, and he thought the import­
ance of the mining interest was sufficient to 
justify some cxpenditur~. It pr?mised to be­
come the most importantmterest m the colony, 
and he would just refer to the fact that there 
was no country which had become eminent 
for its wealth and prosperity in which the 
mining interest did not hold a prominent 
place. In the United Kingdom, although 
there were no gold fields, yet the prosperity 
of the country was largely indebted to the 
coal and tin mines ; and there could be no 
doubt that the progress of this colony would 
be greatly advanced if encouragement were 
given to the mining industry, and capital and 
enterprise were invited to develop the natural 
resources of the country. He thought, then, 
that whatever expense might be entailed by 
the appointment of this commission, would 
be fully justified, and that the money would 
be well laid out. 

:M:r. M.AcDEVITT seconded the motion. 
'l'he SECRET.ARY FOR PuBLIC \VouKs said 

the question presented more difficulties than 
had been noticed by the honorable member 
who had moved the resolution. At the same 
time, it was a question of as much impor­
tance in the eyes of the GoYernml'nt as in 
those of that honorable member, or any 
member in the House. The Government 
were fully aware that the future prosperity 
of the colony depended, in a great measure, 
upon the development of its mining resources, 
and the equitable management of its gold 
fields; and he had no doi1bt that a commission 
to inquire into the question, with proper 
means placed at its disposal, would be able 
to obtain information of great value, and 
place the House in a rosition to legislate on 
the subject upon correct data, and it was only 
upon reliable data that they would bP justified 
in legislating at all. Day after day he per­
ceived the want of such information as a 
commission like this would be able to 
furnish. There appeared, however, to be 
greater difficulties in the way than the 
honorable member had noticed. There 
was the question of expense, and he 
had yet to learn that the subject was of 
such urgency as to justify the cost which 
the commission would involve. The horror­
able member had given no fads or figures, 
and he would therefore state his estimate 
of the 11robable expense. He believed 
that the cost of the commission, if the 
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work were properly done, would not be 
less than £3,000 or £4,000, or, probably; 
£5,000; and it was a question whether it 
would pay to get the information at that 
price ; and, again, whether the want of 
legislation on this question was so urgent as 
to justify that outlay. He was aware that 
the existing Gold Fields Act was not giving the 
satisfaction it ought, but he did not think it 
was so imperfect or worked so unsatisfactorily 
as had been represented. "\Vhen the Gym pie 
gold field was in the heyday of its prosperity, 
a large number of adventurers and specu­
lators were attracted to it, a very exaggerated 
account was given of the place, and a good 
deal of dissatisfaction existed. Had the 
proposition to appoint a commission been 
made two or three years ago, he believed it 
would have been eagerly accepted by the 
House and the country. But things were 
different now : the value of the gold fields 
of the colony was better understood ; the 
gold commissioners knew their duty better; 
and the arrangements generally appeared to 
give satisfaction-so that there was really 
no immediate necessity for this inquiry. 
Still, he admitted that a commission pro­
perly accoutred, and with the means at their 
disposal, might be of great service. There 
was another reason against taking this step 
at once-a similar commission was now sit­
ting in the neighboring colony, and he 
thought it "1\ould be better to wait and 
ascertain the result of their labors. His 
department was in communication "~>ith the 
Government of that colony on the subject, 
and he should like to be guided by the ex­
perience of that commission before going 
into any further expense. They might 
anticipate all the information "l>hich could be 
obtained here, and therefore he thought the 
proposition was rather premature. No doubt , 
the appeals from the mining court and the 
commissioner's court were anything but 
satisfactory, and some simplification and 
reduction in the expenditure attending such i 

appeals "\\as necessary ; and he hoped to see 
the time when it would be almost impossible 
for any miners to appeal to the Supreme 
Court, for he believed it was the worst pos­
sible court of appeal ; it was-he said it with 
deference-the most ignorant court in re­
ference to mining cases. He had had some 
little experience on the subject, and for his part 
he would sooner refer a case in which he was 
interested to the first man he met, than 
appeal to the Supreme Court. So far he 
agreed with the honorable member for Wide 
Bay. The only objection which the Govern­
ment had to the appointment of the commis­
sion at present was, that the necessity was 
not of such an urgent character as to justify 
the cost it would involve. The motion before 
the House, in its present form, was not of 
such a tangible or practical' nature that the 
Government could do more than consider it 
as an expression of opinion that information 
of this kind should be obtained. If the 

motion 'I_Vere passed, and the House ordered 
a commission to commence its labors, and he 
were allowed to select that commission, he 
should at once ask the honorable member 
for Wide Bay to undertake the task, because 
he believed that honorable member, with the 
experience he possessed, would be able to do 
more than half-a-dozen other persons. There 
was no difficulty on the part of the Govern­
ment except on the score of expense, and, he 
repeated, the exigencies of the case did not, 
in his opinion, justify that expense. He had 
given one si;rong reason for delaying this 
inquiry-the commission now sitting in New 
South Wales ; and he might also state that 
the Government had given notice of their 
intention to bring in a Bill for the better 
regulation of the gold fields of the colony, 
and if this resolution were passed, they would 
have to pause in their action. The honorable 
member might rest assured that the Govern­
ment had the interest of the colony at heart, 
and were fully alive to the importance of 
developing its mining resources, and he might 

; rely upon their assistance in forwardin11; the 
object of this resolution, or any future reso­
lution of the kind. He thought that after 
the question had been fully discussed, it 
would be as well if the honorable member 
would withdraw his motion, in order to give 
more time to go into the matter. 

Mr. DE S.A.TGE said he agreed with a great 
deal that had fallen from the honorable Secre­
tary for Works. The minim~ interest un­
doubtedly deserved the greatest attention, 
and he thought the House was indebted to 
the honorable member for Wide Bay for his 
observations on the subject. That honorable 
member, as the representative of the largest 
gold field in the colony, had very natu-
rally asked for this inquiry. He thought, 
however, the reasons given by the Secre­
tary for Works should induce the House 
to pause before granting it. · It appeared 
that an immense sum of money would 
be required ; and as the Government 
were about to bring in a Bill for the better 
regulation of the gold fields, it would be 

, better to pass that Bill with the assistance of 
· the honorable member than to expend £4,000 

or £5,000 in obtaining information. He was 
of opinion that the department of the horror­
able tlecretary for Works was not sufficient 
to undertake all the duties connected with 
the gold fields of the colony, especially as 
they were increasing in number and extent ; 
and he would suggest the appointment of an 
Under Secretary, or Commissioner for Gold 
Fields, who should take charge of all corres­
pondence and papers relating to mining, 
visit the various gold fields to obtain infor­
mation, and keep the Minister for \Vorks, to 
whom he would be responsible, fully in­
formed upon all matters upon which informa­
tion was required. He was quite sure that 
as the gold fields increased it would be utterly 
impossible for the Minister for Public Works 
to supply the information which the House 
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required, with regard to what was going on 
at the various gold fields, without some sueh 
assistance, and he would cheerfully vote £500 
or £600 for the salary of such an officer. The 
gold fields of the colony were extending on 
all sides, and it was to them that Queensland 
would have to look for employment for a great 
many of her immigrants. The request of the 
honorable member for Wide Bay therefore 
deserved every attention. He would, however, 
advise the honorable member to withdraw his 
motion for the present, and consider whether 
the appointment of an Under Secretary for 
Gold Fields would not be the better way of 
meeting the difficulty. 

Mr: MILES was of opinion that the motion 
before the House was inopportune, more 
especially as a similar commission was now 
sitting in the neighbouring colony. He 
thought it would be better to await the 
result of that inquiry. He certainly thought, 
that with the assistance of the honorable 
member for Wide Bay, whose long experi­
ence as gold commissioner would be invaluable, 
they ought to be able to pass a measure for 
the better regulation of the gold fields, which 
would give satisfaction. The Government 
were about to introduce such a Bill, and 
they would, no doubt, avail themselves of the 
information which the honorable member 
would be able to furnish; besides which, they 
could examine witnesses from the various 
gold fields. It would be much better, he 
thought, to take that course than to adopt the 
recommendation contained in the resolution. 
With regard to the suggestion of the horror­
able member for Clermont, to appoint an 
Under Secretary for Gold Fields, he hoped 
he did not mean a Minister for Mines, with 
a seat in the House, and that the Govern­
ment would not attempt to thrust such a 
proposal upon the House: He hoped that 
after a full discussion of the subject, the 
honorable mei:nberfor Wide Bay would with­
draw his motion; for although he was anxious 
to do everything he could to assist the 
miners, he believed it would be quite possi­
ble, with the information at their disposal, 
to frame a measure which would give general 
satisfaction. 

The Hon. R. PRING said he thought the 
motion had been brought forward at a very 
opportune time, although he could scarcely ad­
vise the appointment of a commission. He did 
not think any evidence taken by a commis­
sion would assist legislation ; but he believed 
that in preparing the Bills about to be 
introduced into the House on this subject, a 
good deal of information might be obtained 
from the decisions in the Supreme Court in 
reference to the bad management which had 
obtained in consequence of the imperfect 
regulations hitherto in force. They might also 
examine into the management of the gold fields 
in Victoria, preceding the legislation on that 
subject, and find out the reasons which had 
induced the Victorian Legislature to pass 
their Gold Fields Act, an Act which, he 

believed, worked very satisfactorily. After 
reading cases which had been brought from 
the Ballarat Mining CourL into tl:e Supreme 
Court of Appeal in Victoria, he found that 
there was very little clog or obstruction in 
the mode of appeal in that colony, and he 
was led to conclude that the system was based 
upon sound legislation. It might, of course, 
be said that the gold fields of Yictoria were 
different in character to those of Queensland, 
and upon this point he was not competent to 
Pxpress an opinion. But he should imagine 
that the different conditions under which 
gold was discovered in this colony exi,ted 
there also. There were alluvial workings, 
quartz reefs, and different formations there 
as well a~ here. It would, therefore, be of 
great advantage to examine into the lPgisla­
tion of that colony on the subject of gold 
fields. Then, he came to New South Wales, 
and he did not think much information 
could be obtained from the legislation 
of that colony. He believed the only 
Act in force there depended upon its 
regulations, which might be altered from time 
to time. In his opinion, it would be impos­
sible to pass any Gold Fields Act which 
would be of use to the colony, as a whole 
measure-at least for some time to come. 
The subject would be better dealt with in a 
series of Bills to suit the different mining 
interests. 'l'he reefing interest, for instance, 
differed from the alluvial interest. Then 
again, there was an agricultural interest, 
altogether distinct from mining property. 
Residents on the gold fields, who were not 
miners, should have their interests protected 
by law. Great complaints had been made at 
Gympie, by persons who had put up places 
of business and could get no title or security 
of tenure. He thought, therefore, it would 
be better to bring in several Bills, so as to 
deal with the subject in sections. Of course 
he agreed with the honorable member for 
Wide Bay, that the question was a very 
important one; and if the expense did not 
stand in the way, he had no doubt the pro­
posed commission might do good service to 
the country. But it would be an expensive 
mode of' inquiry ; it would be some time 
before the report was brought up, and it was 
desirable that a Gold Fields Bill should be 
passed as soon as possible. It should be 
clear and simple, and should not depend upon 
regulations attached to it, which, while they 
had the force of law, could be altered by the 
Government at any time. They were, in 
fact, looked upon as law by the judges of 
the Supreme Court, and interpreted with the 
Act, and that he believed was never intended 
by the Legislature. The only regulations 
which thould be attached to an Act of this 
sort, should be regulations as to details of 
management, and quite within the scope and 
spirit of the Act. He did not know whether 
the honorable member intended to press his 
motion. He thought it would perhaps be 
better to postpone any action at present, 
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until the report of the New South Wales 
Commission was brought up, and some 
examination had been made into the legis­
lation in Victoria on the gold question. 
They would then have some reliable data to 
go upon, and it would be the more economi­
cal course to adopt. 

Mr. ATKIN said it had been admitted on 
all sides that legislation upon this subject 
was absolutely necessary, and also that the 
question was a very difficult one. Now, it 
was generally understood that the session 
would be of short duration, and there was 
very little probability that a Gold Fields 
Rill would be passed this year. He could 
not, therefore, conceive a better way of deal­
ing with the question than that proposed by 
the honorable member for Wide Bay. The 
commission would prosecute their labors 
during the recess, and when the Government 
came down to the House next session, they 
would be able to furnish a large amount of 
valuable information. The subject was one 
of very great importanl'e, and he did not 
think the question of expense should stand 
in the way. He di1 not think the cost would 
be so great as some honorable members 
seemed to think ; and in view of the refusal 
on the part of the Government to take off 
the export duty upon gold, he thought the 
mining interest was entitled to some consider­
ation. He could not see how any one could 
ol,ject to the mol ion of the honorable member. 
The necessity of appointing this commission 
had been particularly impressed upon him by 
the remarks made from time to time by the 
honorable Secretary for \Vorks. That hon­
orable gentleman had been continually 
urging the want of some inquiry of the sort, 
and he (Mr. Atkin) had heard nothing to 
convince him that that want did not at 
present exist. ·when the Mackenzie Min­
istry resigned, the honorable member had 
tried to get an inquiry into the management 
of the gold fields, and he had then urged that 
the appointment of a committee would pro­
bably be the means of preventing a number 
of per:>ons from leaving the colony, and had 
brought forward many other arguments to 
shew the danger in delaying the consideration 
of the question. He had appealed to horror­
able members who were conversant with the 
subject, to say whether there was not great 
necessity for legislation in that direction. 
When the Gold Fields Bill was brought in, in 
the second session of 1869, the honorablc 
member had spoken with great force in sup­
port of that vie>~' of the subject. He had 
referred to the great expense attending law­
suits in the Supreme Court, in consequence 
of there being no proper court of appeal. 
Did the honorable member say that the same 
n~eessity did not now exist P If it were ad­
mitted that legislation on the management of 
the gold fields was required, some mode 
of obtaining information such as had been 
suggested by the honorable member for \Vide 
Bay must be obtained, for without reliable 

data no legislation could be effectual. No 
doubt some valuable imformation might be 
obtained from the evidence taken by the New 
South Wales Commission, but he thought 
some inquiry should be made into the 
management of the gold fields of this colony. 
The honorable the l:lecretary for Public 
Works had stated in that House that if the 
committee he had asked for had been 
appointed, a much better Gold Fields Bill 
would have been the result. \V ell, that was 
the exact position which the honorable mem­
ber for \Vide Bay took up. If the Govern­
ment agreed to this commission they would 
have a much better Bill-one which would do 
more justice to the miners, and would be in 
every respect more satisfactory than any 
measure which the Government, however de­
sirous they might be to do what was right, 
could possibly frame without such an inquiry. 
He should support the motion, because he 
looked upon this as a case in which the money 
would be well spent, and be the means 
of bringing in a large accession to the revenue. 

Mr. LrLLEY said he should support the 
motion. The question was one of such im­
portance to the future of this colony that he 
was not disposed to offer any opposition to 
the proposition, and he thought the sugges­
tion of the honorable the Secretary for Public 
\V orks, to appoint one gentleman possessing 
the ability and experience of the honorable 
member for \Vide Bay to conduct the inquiry 
was a very good one. In this way the inform­
ation might be obtained at a very small cost; 
although, considering the importance of the 
subject, he thought they would even be justi­
fied in going to considerable expense. He 
did not agree with the honorable Secretary 
for Public Works that the present condition 
of the gold fields of the colony did not justify 
any immediate action in this direction. On 
the contrary, the yield of gold was very large, 
and he thought the utmost encouragement 
should be given to develop the resources of 
the various fields. He thought that if the 
Government would appoint one gentleman, 
possessing the requisite qualifications, as 
commissioner, very valuable results would 
follow. He did not concur in the opinion 
that all the information necessary might be 
obtained from the other colonies. Valuable 
information would, no doubt, be obtained in 
that way ; but he thought this colony should 
make some independent exertion, and endea­
vor to benefit her neighbors in proportion as 
she derived benefit from their experience. 
There were peculiarities in the conditions 
under which gold was found in each gold 
field. Gympie had unsettled the views of a 
great number of scientific persons ; that 
would be the case in other new fields, and 
it was, therefore, necessary to obtain local 
information. He thought the Minister for 
\Vorks would do well to give his support to 
the resolution and allow it to pass, limiting 
the appointment to one commissioner, and, 
of course, limiting also the expenditure. 
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Mr. HALY said he did not think there was 
a single subject which required so much 
attention as the mining interest. It would 
be much better to obtain reliable data than 
to rush into any hasty legislation; and the 
necessary information would, in his opinion, 
be much better obtained by a commission 
appointed by that House than second-hand 
from the other colonies. The gold fields . 
differed materially in their character in dif- i 

ferent parts of the country, and the regula­
tions which applied to one gold field would 
not apply to another, in the same way that 
the land laws of one colony would not suit 
another. For these reasons, he thought it 
very desirable that a commission should be 
appointed to collect information on the sub­
ject. There was not the slightest chance of 

invested money in mining enterprizP.s; for 
he did not agree with the honorablo Minister 
for Public Works that everything was in 
such a satisfactory state on the gold fieldo. 
He would point out the great expense of liti-

1 gation which had been incurred during the 
· last twelve months, and the trouble and 

annoyance to which the miners were subjected 
from it. It was very necessary, in his 
opinion, either that a commission, consisting 
of one or two gentlemen, should be appointed, 
or else that delegates should be invited from 
the different gold fields to confer with the 
Government in Brisbane, in order that their 
suggestions might be embodied in the Bill. 
The gold fields question VIas one which 
required mature consideration, and it was 
especially necessary to give greater security 
to those who invested in mining property. 

Mr. MclLWRAITH said he must oppose the 
motion before the House. Looking to the 
tone the debate had taken, he thought the 
Secretary for Public Works had touched the 
real gist of the matter when he had recom­
mended the honorable member for vVide Bay 
to withdraw his motion, and to await the result 
of the commission now sitting in New South 
vV ales. That inquiry would probably afford 
a solution of the difficulties w hi eh existed in 

a Gold Fields Bill being passed this session, 
and there would, therefore, be plenty of 
time for the commission to bring up a report. 
Re did not believe it would cost anything 
like £4,000 or £5,000. Some years ago, he i 
lmd asked for a commission to inquire into 
the diseases in cattle and sheep, and he had ' 
made calculations that if that commission 
had been granted, and they had taken evi­
dence and travelled through the different 1 

districts of the colony, the cost would not 
have exceeded £2,000. Now, supposing even 
£3,000 were required, the money would be 
well spent in obtaining reliable data for , 
future legislation. Nothing injurPd an in­
terest so much as hasty legislation ; it was 
much better to have no legislation at all. 

' this colony. In bringing forvmrd his motion, 
the honorable member had referred particu­
larly to the great want of a proper adminis­
tration cf justice, and a proper security of 
tenure. J'iow, those two wants were equally 
felt in the gold fields of Victoria and New 
South \V ales ; and the gold mining carried 
on in those colonies differed in no essential 
particular from the gold mining in this colony. 
There might be certain slight points of differ­
ence, but none which aflected these two 
points. Gold was obtained there in different 
ways, and in different formations, the same 
as in Queensland. There was nothing to 
hinder the Go,-ernment from obtaining all 
the information they were now collecting in 
Sydney, as well as the information which had 
been obtained in Victoria. He thought it 
would be of great advantage to obtain the 
experience of the other colonies, because it 
extended over a much wider field than would 
be offered to a commission apllOinted here, 
and the legislation which would be based 
upon such an inquiry would last proba­
bly for years. If the House had been 
engaged in legislating upon this question, and 

Mr. FYFE said it was his intention to vote 
for some amount of money to be expended in 
obtaining information upon which to base 
some practical legislation on the subject of 
the gold fields of the colony. In his humble 
judgment, they had been following too 
closely in the footsteps of amateur legislators, 
and the legislation of the other colonies, in 
reference to this question. Too many clauses 
from the Acts of Victoria and New South 
Wales had been incorporated into the Act in 
force in this colonv. He believed it would 
be quite impossibl~ for any honorable mem­
ber in that House, without some practical 
experience of the various gold fields of the 
colony, to lay down any principle for their 
management. For example, in some gold 
fields there was no deep sinking, no river 
frontage claims. Quartz reefing differed 
from alluvial workings, and required different 
regulatiems. In fact, each gold field had its 
own peculiarities. It was necessary, there- ' 
fore, to obtain information on the spot, and 
he thought that could best be obtained by 
appointing one or two competent men to go 
round and visit the different localities. Such 
an inquiry V\ould give general satisfaction, 
and a great deal of expense would be saYed 
to the country ; more especially if the honor­
able member for vVide Bay, who possessed 
an intimate knuwledge of the subject, would 
undertake to conduct it. Something ought 
to be done to satisfy those persons who 

had been obliged to stop for want of data, he 
could have understood this motion, but that 
was not the case. There was another reason 
against the appointment of this commission. 
There were now two or three members in the 
House who represented gold fields, which 
had never been represented before ; they 
were conversant with the subject, and would, 
no doubt, attend to the interests of their 
con~tituents; and it would be well to wait 
and see the result of their labors before going 
to the expense which the appointment of a 
commission would involve. 
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obtain information on this important subject, 
but the people of New South \Vales had not 
been satisfied- to accept the result of those 
commissions as conclusive, but had resolved 
upon instituting an :independent inquiry 
themselves. They had not been satisfied to 
follow in the wake of their neighbors, and to 
arrive at the conclusion that the same regu­
lations would apply to different colonies. 
The same argument ap12lied with equal force 
to Queensland ; each colony required special 
legislation. The honorable member for War­
rego had remarked, that in no essential 
particular did the mining operations carried 
on in this colony differ from those in New 
South Wales, but he had not given his inter­
:eretation of the term ''essential particular." 
If the honorable member had spoken of the 
accidental circumstances connected with the 

Mr. MAcDEYITT said he thought this 
motion should be supported by every member 
who took the position of the colony into his 
serious consideration. It was singular to 
note the differmt reasons which had been . 
given by different members in the course of i 
the debate. The most insufficient reason 
advanced in opposition to the motion before 
the House was, he thought, that adduced by 
the honorable member for Warrego just 
before he sat down. The honorable member 
had stated that he could have understood the 
motion if the House had been engaged in 
legislating on the subject or had been in 
want of data. He begged to call the horror­
able member's uttention to the fact that the 
House had recently been engaged in the 
work of mining legislation. The question had 
been discussed at length ; a Bill had been 
f'ramed with great care by the honorable 
Minister for Mines, who had been assisted 
by a gentleman well conversant with the 
subject, and passed through all its stages in ' 
that House, and had gone to the other House, 
where it had been thrown out. It could not, 
therefore, be said that the questionhadnot been 

I different gold fields, he would not have come 

a subject for legislation, but information was 
now wanted, which the House did not possess. 
The honorable member who had tabled the 
motion would, no doubt, give the House all 
the assistance in his power ; but it must be 
remembered, that in the Victorian and New 
South Wales Legislatures, there were mem­
bers who were fully conversant with the 
subject, and yet there it was found necessary 
to appoint an expensive commission to collect 
information. The honorable Secretary for 
\Vorks appeared to have changed his opinions, 
since he had moved for a Gold Fields Com­
mittee in that House. Since that time the 
gold mining interest had become more im­
portant, and the present conduct of the 
honorable member was, therefore, some­
what inconsistent. If the necessity for the 
appointment of a committee to obtain in­
formation upon which to base legislation 
was _then so urgent, it was equally so now. 
Then the honorable member had enlarged 
upon the danger of delay. Now, speaking 
from the Ministerial benches, he saw no 
necessity for immediate action. He (Mr. 
MacDevitt) held that it was absolutely 
essential that reliable information be ob­
tained upon which legislation on this im­
portant question might be based. It had 
been suggested by several honorable mem­
lJers that it would be advisable ·to await the 
result of the commission now sitting in New 
South Wales before taking any direct step 

to that conclusion. If he had been correctly 
informed, there had been' no gold field dis­
covered similar to the Gilbert gold field. 
Nowhere else had gold been discovered under 
similar conditions. If honorable members 
would imagine a country similar to that 
leading to Gympie, traversed with creeks 
and rivers, and dotted over with patches of 
gold here and there, they would have some 
little idea of the Gilbert gold field. There 
was no other gold field like it. Then again. 
at Ravenswood, he was informed that the 
accidental conditions under which gold was 
discovered there, were altogether different 
from those of other gold fields. The deposits 
of gold in quartz differed from the deposits in 

in this colony. But admitting, as honorable 
members did, that the honorable member for 
"Wide Bay, from his knowledge and expe­
rience, was thorougl1ly qualified to express 
an opinion on the subject; it would only be 
right to follow the course which he had 
pointed out. His opinion was, that it was 
desirable to take action at once. Commis­
Rion~ hr.ul alw been appointed in Victoria to 

' other localities. The honorable member who 
represented Wide Bay so efficiently, would 
bear him out in these statements, because 

I he pOSSeSSed practical experience Of these 
peculiarities. Now, as to the legal aspect of 
the case, it might be presumptuous in him to 
offer an opimon, but he must say that, from 
his point of view, the appointment of a com-

' mission was absolutely necessary, becausE', 
as had been observed by a great statesman, 
elsewhere, justice delayed was justice denied. 
It was only necessa-ry to consider the existing 
state of things. There were at Gympie, 
Ravenswood, and elsewhere, mining proper­
ties as valuable as any pastoral properties in 
the country. These properties might be ad­
judicated upon by a commissioner, who could 
decide upon them without taking any evidencE', 
and there was no appeal from his decision. 
On one occasion, in a case in which he was 
interested, he had asked the commissioner 
for a memorandum of his decision, which 
was readily given; but, when he had asked 
for the reasons which induced that decision, 
he had- been refused. When the rights of 
property of such value were in question, the 
want of a proper appeal became a serious 
grievance. He had no doubt the honorable 
Secretary for Public 'V orks and Mines was 
quite aware of these matters, since he had 
been so emphatic in warning the House 
against the danger of delaying legislation on 

' 
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this subject. There was equal force in the 
argument against delay now. He hoped, 
therefore, the Government would consent to 
the appointment of this commission. The 
expense it would entail was, no doubt, a 
serious consideration, and he fully recognised 
its importance ; but the system of cheese­
paring might be carried too far. The ques­
tion was not only a question of expense, 
but of judicious expense, and, in this case, 
he believed the outlay would be fully justified. 
By his own experience he could fully bear 
out what had been stated by the honorable 
the Minister for \V arks, as to the appeals on 
mining disputes not being settled on their 
merits. He ventured to assert that there 
would not be found on the records of the 
Supreme Court one appeal caee from the 
Mining Courts that had been decided on its 
merits. He therefore hoped that the honor­
able member for Wide Bay would press his 
motion, and that he would succeed in carry­
ing it. 

Mr. GRomr said that ever since he had had 
the honor of a seat in the House, the qm•stion 
as to gold fields legislation had been brought 
forward almost every session. Now, while 
he said so, he must· add that he thought 
there was scarcely any question more deserv· 
ing of consideration. \Vhen he saw that the 
honorable member for Wide Bay was re­
turned he expected that one of the first acts 
of that gentleman would be to bring in a 
measure for the improvement of legislation 
as to the management of the gold fields ; and 
he must say that he thought it was highly 
honorable to that gentleman that before 
taking any steps as to legislation in the 
matter he had. ask.ed for the appointment of 
a commission of 'inquiry, inasmuch as it 
shewed that he desired to avoid hasty legis­
lation. If, however, the commission asked 
for by the honorable member should be ap· 
pointed, he hoped it would not cost so much 
as a commission of a similar kind in New 
South Wales cost that colony. The members 
of the commission there received three 
guineas a day, and the president four 
guineas ; and, more than that, a demand had 
been made by the president of the commis­
sion that he should be paid for seven days 
per week-or, in other words, that Sundays 
should be included in the number of days for 
payment in his case. Now, he did not think 
that this colony, under present circumstances, 
could bear surh an expense. He thought there 
was much value in the suggestion put for­
ward by the honorable member for Clermont, 
that because of the gold fields of the colony 
being so widely scattered there should be a 
special commissioner in Brisbane to attend to 
the administration of matters relating to the 
gold fields. The present system was most 
unstd.isfactory. To-day, for example, there 
wN·e certain regulations issued ; and to­
morrow, if there was a change of Ministry, 
another and opposite set of regulations were 
issued. For those reasons he would support 

the motion ; and he hoped the honorable 
member for Wide Bay would be appointed a 
member of the commission, should the motion 
be agreed to by the House, because of his 
great experience in connection with gold 
fields legislation. 

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY said that, when 
the motion of the honorable member was 
placed upon the notice paper, it seemed, at 
first sight, rather vague, and the Govern­
ment thought it would be likely to entail a 
large expense. It was, also, at first, thought 
by the members of the Government that the 
motion was p1·emature. However, during 
the debate the opnions of the Government 
had undergone some modifieation. The rC'­
port of the commission that had been 
appointed in New Son< h Wales, to inquire 
into matters com1ef'tnJ with the working of 
the gold fiPlds tlwre, might be of consider­
able vahw, as a guicle to the commission that 
might be ai pointed here. The Government, 
he might state, thought that if a certain 
amount-and that a reasonable amount-for 
the expenses of the commission was stated 
in the motion, the House might be induced 
to pass it; and, if so, the Government would 
accept of it. He and his colleagues had had 
a consultation about this matter, and the 
conclusion they had come to was, that it 
would be better to have one commis­
sioner of experience and sufficient ability 
to conduct such an inquiry as was pro­
posed, than to have a commission. If 
the House should decide on appointing a 
commissioner, they ought to appoint some 
legal gentleman, who should be assisted 
by a secretary who had a knowledge 
of mining matters. He was sure that every 
honorable member would admit that it was 
absolutely necessary that a great amount of 
information was required as to gold-mining 
affairs, before further legislation as to the 
gold fields was entered upon. If the honor­
able member for \Vide Bay would consent 
to amend his motion, so as to specify the 
amount he thought would be r0quired, the 
Government might support him. It would, 
however, be for the House to vote the amount. 
Honorable members should also bear in 
mind that no legislation on the subject of the 
gold fields could take place until the report of 
the commission or of the commissioner, as 
the House might determine, was produced. 
If the House should determine in favor of 
the appointment of a commissioner, it would 
be necessary to appoint a gentleman who 
would be able to prepare a draft of a Bill for 
the amendment of the present law as to min­
ing affairs. He would suggest to the honor­
able member for vVidc Bay that he should 
amend his motion to the efi'ect that an 
address be presented to His .Excellency 
asking that a sum not exceeding £2,000 
should be placed on the Supplementary 
Estimates to meet the expenses of an inquiry 
as to the management of the gold fields. lf 
the honorable member accepted of tha sug-
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gestion the Government would agree to the 
motion. He believed that inquiry as to the 
management of the gold fields wa~ necessary ; 
and that it would be productive of much 
good. He had considered the probabl'lrcost, 
and he thought that for the services 
of a commissioner and secretary, the 
House would require to vote £1,500 at 
least. The inquiry might be com­
pleted for that amount, but he thought it 
would be necessary to put down £2,000. If 
one of the District Court judges was ap­
pointed it would be necessary to pay him a 
sum in excess of his usual salary in order 
that he might be able to meet travelling 
Pxpenses. There would also be the salary 
and travelling expenses of a competent 
secrPtary, and the tra\·elling expenses of 
witnesses. He had thought over all those 
matters, and he had come to the conclusion 
that the inquiry might be carried out for 
about £2,000. 

Mr. BELL said, that while he admitted the 
nPcessity for the inquiry proposed, he could 
not agree to the way in which it was pro­
JlOsed by the honorable member for 'Vide 
Bay to make the inquiry. He thought 
that, by the way the inquiry was proposed to 
he made, the expense would be much greater 
than the House at present anticipated. If 
the House should determine to appoint a 
commission, he hoped the honorable member 
for 'Vide Bay would be one of the members 
of it, because of his great experience in 
connection with the administration of the 
laws relating to mining matters ; but while 
saying so, he thought it would be preferable 
that the inquiry desired should he conducted 
before a select committPe of the House, just 
as i11 the case of any other question of equal 
importance, than by a special commission. 
He thought, that considering the time a 
commission of inquiry would necessarily 
occupy in travelling to the various gold fields, 
and the expense that would thereby be 
occasioned, the House II""Onld be disappointed 
as to the amount of benefit-as compared with 
the amount of expenditure-which honorable 
members, <tt present, expected to result from 
the proposed inquiry. He thought that the 
amendment he was about to propose would 
have a more lasting and beneficial effect than 
the motion now before ·the House. The 
amendment he desired to 11ropose was, that 
certain words should he omitted, so that the 
motion would read as follows :-

That a committee of this House be appointed, 
with power to send for persons and papers, to 
inquire into and report upon the present manage­
nwnt of the e:old fields, and to p.repare a report 
thereon, which may serve as a basis for future 
legislation thereon. 
Honorablememberswere quite well aware that 
nothing could be done in r<>spect to legislation 
for the gold fields during the present session ; 
and feeling convinced of that he had no hesita­
tion in submitting, for the adoption of the 
House, the amendment w hi eh he now proposed. 

Mr. KrNG said he could not accept of the 
proposition of the honorable member for 
Northern Downs, because he considered that 
instead of its being a simple amendment, it 
amounted almost to a new motion. His 
reason for desiring the appointment of a corn­
mission, was that he believed the bringing of 
witnesses to be examined before a committee 
in Brisbane, would involve a much: greater 
expenditure than would be necessary in the 
case of a commission visiting the various gold 
fields. While he held the office of gold com­
missioner· at Gympie, he had had the oppor­
tunity of hearing the question now before the 
House discussed by practical miners ; and it 
was only the opinion of practical miner~ that 
was of any value for the initiation of legis­
lation with respect to mqtters relating to the 
gold fields. The honorable the Secretary for 
Works had stated that the complaints which 
had been made as to the working of the Gold 
Fields Act, were made by miners whose first 
expectations had not been realised to the 
extent they anticipated, and that the agitation 
on the subject had ceased from those disap­
pointed miners having left the colony. Now, 
he could inform the honorable gentleman that 
he was quite mistake)l. The reason why 
there was less agitation now than formerly, 
was owing to the fact that the mining popu­
lation was more scattered. He believed, 
that if, next dav, the number of miners 
was increased to any great extent upon any 
of the gold fields in the colony, dissatisfaction 
with the working of the Gold Fields Act 
would he as strongly expressed as ever. 
The first local court that was formed at 
Gympie consisted of miners from Victoria 
and New .i'lealand; and, without exception, 
all the members expressed their dissatisfar.­
tion with the existing Act. The working of 
the Act seemed to him to depend entirely 
upon the views that might be held by the 
commissioner as to the extent of its applica· 
tion. Another reason he had for desiring 
that a commission should be appointed in· 
stead of a committee was, that the members 
of the commission would have the benefit 
of the evidence locally obtained from the 
miners. The members of the commission 
should consist of gentlemen who had had a 
legal training, in order that, accompanying 
their report, they might produce a reasonably 
satisfactory draft of a. Bill for the amend­
ment of the present Act. He thought that 
something like the Victorian system should 
be adopted. The gold fields in that colony 
were more productive than were the gold 
fields in this colony ; but the cost of the 
mining department in Victoria amounted he 
believed to about £58,000 per annum ; aud 
honorable members should bear in mind that 
the gold fields in Victoria were not so widely 

,.;cattered as were the gold fields in this 
colony. He had only further to add that he 
was willing to accept the suggestion of the 
honorable the Colonial Secretary, as to 
fixing a certain sum to meet the, expenses of 
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the commission, and to amend his motion 
accordingly. 

Mr. ATKIN said he would support the pro­
position of the Government, as he believed 
that, in conducting such an inquiry, the ex­
pense that would be incurred by a committee 
would be greater than the expense that would 
be incurred by the appointment of a commis­
sioner, while it would not have an equally 
beneficial result. As far as information to 
honorablemembers was concerned, he thought 
it would be well that the Attorney-General 
might be appointed commissioner,-because of 
his great ability, intelligence, and legal know­
ledge. If the Government did not approve 
of that suggestion, they might adopt another 
he was prepared to make,-ancl that was, that 
the Surveyor-General should be appointed 
the commissioner ; and, he had no doubt, that 
from the great knowledge that gentleman 
possessed as to mining matters, much ad­
vantage would result to the colony from such 
an inquiry being conducted by him. 

Mr. GRooM said he hoped the honorable 
member for Northern Downs would withdraw 
his amendment ; and his reason for asking 
him to do so was, that during the time he had 
had the honor of a seat in the Legislative 
Assembly, he had very seldom found that the 
reports of select committees had been at­
tended with any practical results, though 
such inquiries occasioned great expense. 

Mr. MILES said he would support the 
amendment of the hanorable member for the 
Northern Downs ; as he believed that, by a 
select committee the House would be able to 
obtain all the information they required to 
enable them to legislate as to the manage­
ment of the gold fields. He wished to t~ke 
that opportunity of drawing attention to a 
motion further clown on the Paper, proposing 
that there should be a geological survey of the 
colony. Now, such a survey would cost a very 
large amount of money if properly carried 
out. The honorable the Minister for \{orks 
had stated that the gold fields were not so 
beneficial to the revenue as had been repre­
sented, and yet, in the face of that, the 
House was to be asked to provide for 
a commission of inquiry as to the manage­
ment of the gold fields, and also for a geolo­
gical survey. He thought that if. a committee 
were appointed, with power to summon wit­
nesses, all the information that was necessary 
as a guide for legislation would be obtainerl. 
Re must, however, say, that he did not think 
miners were the best witnesses in such an 
inquiry, as the matter too nearly affected 
themselves. 'What would be said if, acting 
on the same principle, they were to examine ' 
squatters to obtain information as to the best 
way of framing a Land Bill ? He could not 
support the proposition of the honorab~. 
member for \Vide Bay ; and, therefore, on 
the present occasion, he felt it to be his duty 
to support the Government. 

Mr. MoRGAN said he would suppe>rt the 
amendment proposed by the honorable mem-

ber for Northern Downs, as he did not think 
the finances of the colony were in such a 
condition as to bear the expenditure that 
woulit' be necessarily occasioned by the pro­
JlOsed inquiry being conducted by a commis­
sion. By summoning witnesses from the 
various gold fields for examination before a 
committee, the House would obtain all the 
information that was necessary to enable 
honorable members to legislate on the sub­
ject. 

Mr. DE SATGE hoped the honorable mem­
ber for the Northern Downs would withdraw 
his amendment, because he considered it would 
be perfectly useless to appoint a committee; 
inasmuch as the members of the committee 
might know nothing about mining matters. 
Besides, there were so many gold fields, 
and they were so scattered, that the expense 
of bringing witnesses to be examined before 
the committee would be much greater than 
the expense that would be occasioned by the 
appointment of a commission. He should 
certainly support the proposition of the 
Government, because he considered it to be 
a verv reasonable one. 

Mr'. JYIAcDEVITT said he could not agree 
with the honorable member for Maranoa in 
saying that, in any inquiry of the kind pro­
posed, miners would not be the best wit­
nesses. For his part, he considered that, aR 
practical mPn, they would be the best wit­
nesses to give evidence for the guidance of 
the Rouse in legislating as to the manage­
ment of the gold fields. The miners would 
only be asked for information, and it would 
then be for the House to make use of that 
information for the purposes of legi~lation. 
He fully approved of the motion introduced 
by the honorable member for 'Yide Bay, and 
he would therefore support it. If it should 
be carried, he hoped the inquiry would not 
be obstructed by what he might designate 
as false economy. Since 1857, when the 
present Gold Fields Act was passed, no 
inquiry had taken place as to the working of 
the Act; and yet, during the same period, 
several inquiries by commission had taken 
place, in Victoria, as to the working of the 
Gold Fields Acts in force in that colony. 

Mr. STEPIIENS said he believed it would 
be admitted by most honorable members that 
they required more information than they at 
present possessed in respect to the working 
of the Gold Fields Act, before they enterecl 
upon further legislation upon the subject. 
It had been suggested that the Govern­
ment should appoint one of the Distrirt 
Court judges to act as commissioner. 
Now, he would like to know whether, 
if that suggestion were acted upon, the 
gentleman who might be so appointed would 
receive the difference between his ordinary 
salary and the sum of £2,000 proposed to be 
voted for the expenses of such commissionPr. 
He believed that the amount of evidenee that 
would be brought up by a commissioner, if a 
member of the legal profession, or by a corn· 
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mission, would be so bulky that very few 
~em~ers would be at the trouble of perusing 
1t. :For his own part, he thought that, in the 
case of any inquiry that might be instituted 
iu regard to this matter, the miners, who 
were the persons chiefly concerned, should 
bear the expense of witnesses. He would 
certainly support the amendment of the 
ho-norable member for the Northern Downs ; 

. because he considered it would not be nearly 
so expensive as that of a commission, or of a 
commissioner, who might be authorised to 
travel over the whole colony. The expense 
of the committee might be greatly kept down 
by requiring the resident miners of any 
particular district who desired to send 
witnesses to bear all the expenses, except the 
travelling expenses, of those whom they 
might appoint to attend the committee, and 
give evidence. 

Dr. O'DorrERTY said he thought it would 
be well if he reminded the House-there 
being many honorable members who had not 
been in the last Parliament-that he had 
the honor, about a year ago, of present­
ing a petition very largely signed, he thought 
there were 700 signatures, by guaranteed. 
miners. It was from Gympie, and prayed 
that the House might adopt the very plan ' 
that was now suggested by the honorable 
member for vVide Bay, before legislating on 
the very important question of the manage­
ment of the gold fields. He thought it might 
be of some weight with the House in coming 
to a decision this evening, because, probably 
there was no class of people in the colony 
who ought to be, and doubtless were, more 
familiar with the difficulties of l<'gislating on 
mining matters than the miners themselves. 
'l'heir evidence would have great influence 
with honorable members, more especially, as 
they all acknowledged that they knew practi­
cally very little about the subject. That 
petition had much effect in preventing the 
Gold Fields Bill formerly passed by the 
House from becoming law, as they con­
sidered it would be unsatisfactory, in the face 
of such a protest. He was, however, inclined to 
agr€'ewith the honorable member for Northern 
1 )owns that a select committee might meet 
the difficulty at the present time, because it 
must be recollected that there were now in 
the House honorable members who were 
practically conversant with mining affairs, 
which was not the case formerly. He men­
tioned the honorable members for Vi-ride Bay 
and Kennedy, who, directly and indirectly, 
had considerable experience of the gold fields. 
'rhe question therefore was the relative ex­
pense of the two propositions. It appeared 
to him (Dr. O'Doherty) that the appoint­
ment of a committee would still be very 
expensive, as it would require the attendance 
of witnesses from a great distance-practical 
miners from the various gold fields. 1fost 
honorable members regarded the question of 
l<'gislating for the gold fields as one affecting 

the most important interests of the colony. 
He thought that on such a vital question, a 
few hundred pounds, one way or the other, 
was a minor consideration, as compared with 
the necessity of obtaining the most valuable 
information for the guidance of the House in 
future legislation. On the whole, he was 
inclined to agree with the suggestion of the 
Government to appoint one commissioner ; 
and he trusted, if it were to be decided that 
way, that the House would see that a fitting 
man was appointed. 

The Hon. R. PRING said the question was 
rather a difficult one to decide, because both 
propositions recommended themselves to sup­
port. There could be no doubt as to the 
necessity for having an investigation; but 
the real question was, how was it best to be 
done? He had considered which was the 
most suitable mode of carrying out the 
wishes of the House, and he had determined 
that the amendment of the honorable mem­
ber for Northern Downs was the best. He 
was not in favor of select committees of the 
House. He knew that they sat, and sat, 
and sat ; and they brought up very short 
reports, which very few members ever read 
-he excepted one gentleman, who was 
not now in the Home. However, that 
difficulty would not exist in the present 
case, for everyone was anxious for infor­
mation. He did not think that any good 
result would be achieved by a legal gentle­
man travelling through the mining districts 
to obtain evidence, and then drafting a Bill 
for the Parliament. His opinion was, that 
if a Bill or Bills were to be drawn, instruc­
tions given to a practical man, from the 
information secured, would ensure the draft­
ing of a nwasure better than if the man who 
collected the information drew a Bill himself. 
It struck him (Mr. Pring) that a select com­
mittee would be of value, and obtain the 
necessary information without much expense. 
He had had some experience of mining mat­
ters in the courts, and he always found that the 
commissioner on a gold field ascertained the 
wants of the miners. In the first place, he 
was always amongst them, and, under the 
existing Act of Parliament, he was the sole 
arbitrator in their disputes-up to the time 
of the establishment of the local courts, which 
was under the Mackenzie Government­
sometimes assisted by assessors. He (Mr. 
Pring) apprehended that the commissioners 
for the various gold fields could give the best 
information of the requirements of the miners, 
and how to provide for them. He would 
back Mr. J ardine, of Rockhampton, to come 
down and say what the miners wanted ; from 
the practical knowledge of that gentleman, 
and his experience of gold fields, extending 
over a series of years, from his familiar a c­
quaintance with the various nature of the 
disputes arising between diggers, and the 
several cause~ and objects of litigation in 
conl!ection with mining, he could give the 
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best evidence. If allowed to do it, he could 
give as much information that would lead to 
a good result as if twenty barristers went up 
to collect it. No commission could do more. 
He (Mr. Pring) apprehended that the gold 
fields differed. The commissioners on the 
different gold fields could give evidence, each 
in his own sphere. As to mining disputes, if 
the existing law of mining partnership was 
not good for the gold fields population, any 
skilled lawyer, with the proper material in 
the shape of information, could frame a Bill 
in his own chambers. But it dill not require 
a large body of miners to give information 
upon the law of partnership. 1'hat was one 
part of the system of gold fields manage­
ment about which there should be no 
great difficulty or anxiety. Again, there was 
the question of granting agricultural leases of 
land on proclaimed gold fields, where portions 
of the land might afterwards be required. 
That demanded, and must have, v<'ry serious 
eonsideration; but he did not think evidence 
from the ]Tiiners was much needed, as to that 
matter. He thought he could form a very 
good opinion himself, as to whether the land 
should be alienated from the Crown, whether 
by leasehold or not, or whether some other 
tenure should be preferred, in the establish­
ment of a system to suit the gold fields. No 
body of miners could ever give him infornla­
tion upon that subject. Therefore, he 
thought the commissioners would afford the 
Lest evidence. Again, there were honorable 
members now in the House, who took a deep 
int~rest in the well-being of the mining popu­
latwn : take the honorable member for Wide 
Bay on the committee ; and take the honor­
able member for Kennedy, and the honorable 
member for Rockhampton. The latter knew 
something about mining in Victoria, also. 
The House could get the benefit of the 
practical experience of those honorable 
members, who would be able to render valu­
able services-all three of them. "With 
reference to the proposition to send gentle­
men round the rountry, he did not know, in 
the first place, where they could be found. 
As to the District Court Judge, if he under­
took the duty, he could not attend to his 
court for six months. The only way was, 
that the District Court Judge might employ 
some of his time-when his court wa~ not 
sitting-which he might well do, and draw 
up a report ; but that could not be done 
under six months. Yet, after all, he very 
much doubted whether that was the proper 
person to appoint. 

The question-That the words proposed to 
be omitted (from the original motion) stand 
part of the question ?-was put and nega­
tived. 

The amendment (Mr. Bell's) was then put 
-That the words proposed to be inserted (in 
place of the words omitted) be so inserted?­
and the House divided :-

Ayes, 12. 
Mr. Thorn 
, Moreton 
n )lcllwrn.ith 
, Edmondstone 
, Bell 

Jordan 
, Pring 
,. :Morgan 

l~vfe 
l\iiles 

,, Forhes 
, Stephens 

The SECRETARY FOR 
moved-

Noes, 17. 
Mr. Walsh 

l'almer 
, Ra1n;o;ay 

Scott 
, Thompsou 
, De Satg6 

Johnston 
Wienholt 

, King 
MacDevitt 

, Haly 
Gromn 

., Lilley 
Royds 
Ferrett 

, Atkin 
Dr. O'Doherty. 

PUBLIC LANDS then 

That the following words be ins~rLed in place 
of the worde omitted :-This House will, at its 
next sitting, resolve itself into a Committee of the 
"\Vhole to consider of an Address to the Governor, 
praying that His Excellency will be pleased to 
cause to be placed upon the Supplementary Esti­
mates for 1870, a sum not exceeding £2,000, for 
the purpose of defraying the expense of a Oom· 
missioner to visit the Gold Fields, and to take 
evidence and examine into." 
This was, he said, the amendment which the 
Government had stated they would bring 
forward. 

Question:-
'l'hat the words proposed to be inserted be so 

inserted. 
Mr. BELL: Before the question was put, 

he would ask honorable members to consider 
their proceedings fully. He admitted that 
up to a very short time before he proposed the 
amendment which had juRt been negatived, 
he did not conceive that there was any course 
open to the House but the acceptation of 
the resolutions proposed by the honorable 
member for ·wide Bay or that suggested 
by the Government. Other honorable mem­
bers were in the same position, as he 
found by the division, as he had been 
in earlier in the debate. He now asked 
honorable members who had not given 
the question their fullest consideration­
who were not wedded to their opinions, or 
afraid of admitting that they had hastily 
given their votes upon a question which in­
volved this country in the expenditure of a 
considerable sum of money - who were, 
on the one hand, saving every £10 note, 
dealing with every question in the most 
narrow manner, on the plea of economy, 
and, on the other hand, as in the question 
before the House, committing the country to 
extravagance ;-he again asked them to pause 
before pledging themselves, finally, to the 
proposal just made. It was proposed to 
spend £2,000, nominally, on the commission; 
but what would that involvP, practically P 
Before the commission came to a close, £4.,000 
or £5,000 would be expended. He was 
quite prepared, notwithstanding the expense 
that the commission would involvP, to agree 
to the Government proposal, if the honorable 
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member for \Vide Bay would take part in the 1 

commiRsion. He considered that a legal 
gentleman would be perfectly useless, and 
out of his element, travelling about the 
mining districts of the colony, and he thought 
that to appoint a lawyer, whosoever he 
might be, for snch a purposP, would be per-" 
fectly useless. I,ook at the ll'gal gentlemen 
in the House, or, further, in the colony : 
what advantage would be gained by any of 
them going out as a commissioner P If a 
legal gentleman had the evidence before him, 
he could, in his own chambers, draw up a Bill 
which would be all that was necessary for 
the purpose. The House had just increased 
the burden of taxation, and he recollected 
what professions of retrenchment had been 
made, and howmanyvitally important matters 
were in abeyance for >mnt of funds. He asked 
the House, if they could, under such circum­
stances, wilfully incur such expenditure as 
was now proposed, when it could be so well, 
so easily, avoided P He would ask, what 
had become of the Bill which had been 
brought in by the honorable gentleman who 
now presided over the deliberations of the , 
House P What had become of the evidence ~ 
taken by the Minister of the day upon the ' 
gold fields? Again, he asked, what discon­
tent on the part of the mining population of 
this colony, at this time, had come to the 
knowledge of the· House, out of proportion 
to the dissatisfaction admitted all along to be 
felt by the gold-fields community in all the 
colonies alike ? If that could not be answered, 
he asked what was the sudden necessity for 
the proposed expenditure P He looked upon 
the last proposal as in part the result of a 
hasty conclusion come to by the House, car­
ried away by the "sweet words" of the 
honorable member for Wide Bay. He would 
ask those practical members of the House 
who could look upon this question as not of 
such urgent necessity, to reconsider their de­
cision, and to bear in mind that they were 
about to commit the country to an expenditure 
which was not justifiable at the present time. 

made, but not in that wholesale way-the 
House could not afford to vote such a large 
sum as that proposed. He agreed with the 
honorable member for Northern Downs, that 
to send a legal gentleman on the commission 
would be the greatest evil. The honorable 
member had said he would consent to the 
expenditure if the honorable member for 

1 \Vide Bay took a practical part in the com­
mission; but that would be one of his (Mr. 
J\!liles') greatest objections, as he thought 
they could not afford to lose the services of 
that honorable member in the House. He 
could not consent to that; as the House and 
the country would benefit from that honor-

1 able member's long experience to aid them 
in legislating upon the important question of 
the management of the gold fields. 

Mr. MILES said honorable members had 
been told, both inside and outside, that the 
honorable gentleman who held the position of 
Colonial Treasurer, was to get the country 
out of its difficulties, and that he would be 
able to come down with a surplus of revenue 
over expenditure. He was afraid, from the 
goings-on in the House, that ifthe Treasurer 
allowed such sums as that proposed to pass, 
the honorable gentleman would b~ like all the 
Colonial Treasurers heretofore, a "shicer." He 
would come down with a much larger deficit 
than any other Treasurer. There were large 
sums on the business paper, and how was 
the Treasurer going to provide for them P 
He (l\fr. Miles) could assure him that if he 
asked for another Loan Bill he should not get 
it. "\Vhile the Government were going in to 
reduce the salaries of the civil servants five 
per cent.-he might take this opportunity of 
saying that he thought reductions might be 

Mr. FERRET!' remarked that the honorable 
member for Brisbane, Mr. Pring, who had 
alluded to other honorable members' conduct, 
was not himself present to judge of their 
proceedings on a previous occasion. "\Vith 
reference to the present question, he had con-
sidered it in all its bearings, and regarded 
the securing the greatest good at the smallest 
cost ; and this could be done by adopting 
the course proposed by the Minister for 
Lands. At an expenditure of £1,200 to 
£1,500, all that was required would be done ; 
and quite as cheaply as by appointing a com­
mittee. There would be no time, this ses­
sion, for a committee to make full inquiry, 
and if the question were referred to one, it 
would be only another way of shelving it. 
He was not for rushing the country into ex­
peme, and he hoped the House would bind 
the Ministry not to exceed the Amount named. 

Mr. LILLEY said he was very much 
amused at the allusions to the lawyers. He 
was sure this session would be memorable 
for raining upon their heads good things. 
In fact, Queensland, from the commencement 
of her career, had been distinguished for the 
favors she had shown to the members of his 
profession. The House had been making 
judges, and were going to make more-at 
least, he understood so. They were now 
about to provide from the public Treasury a 
sum of £2,000 to grease some other fat 
thing in his profession. He hoped that they 
would not do so foolishly. He was not dis­
posed to vote for the expenditure of £2,000 
to put into the pocket of some lawyer; 
because, knowing the high character which 
the gentlemen in his profession enjoyed for 
disinterested patriotism, he should be ex­
tremely sorry to see them exposed to this 
very trying ordeal. vVhen he first spoke on 
this question, he indicated that it ought to be 
in the hands of a practical man. He thought 
the assistance of an able lawyer could be got 
afterwards for drawing a statute. But the 
work itself of making the inquiry and 
collecting information ought to be in the 
hands of a practical man. Still, if the 
House were disposed to secure the services 
of a lawyer, he believed the Judge of the 
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Northern District Court would be as good The SECRET.A.RY FOR PUBLIC WoRKS: No. 
a man as could be got for collecting informa- The CoLONIAL SEcRET.A.RY: Well, his ex-
tion. It would not take up a great deal of perience as a member of the Government-
his time ; at any rate, he (Mr. Lilley) thought and he was Premier-assured him that he 
the judge could easily have at his disposal was right; and he repeated, that if the 
sufficient time, apart from his judicial duties ; . Jiouse gave the money, the GoYernment 
and the expenditure would be a reasonable : ·would spend it all. Such a pressure was 
amount covering his travelling expenses. He . brought to bear : "You have got the money; 
did not think the judge would consider "it : I may as well have some of it for my 
necessary to supplement his salary for such ' friend Tom, Dick, or Harry." It would 
a service. The only other expense would be require a stoic to refuse, and a :Minister 
remuneration to a secretary, if needed. The could not, when so wrought upon. He (the 
Crown Prosecutor, perhaps, an active intelli- Colonial Secretary) should hope that the 
gent young man, might be induced to under- whole amount would not be spent, but if 
take the duties of secretary. He (Mr. it was, it would not be ill spent. A great 
Lilley) believed those two gentlemen could deal of very ·valuable information which the 
be induced to place their services at the House and the Government did not possess, 
disposal of the public, if the House wished to would be obtained, which would be murh 
get the assistance of legal gentlemen. He : more valuable than any evidence that could 
thought he spoke the opinion of the honor- be obtained by a committee. He believed 
able member who moved this matter, that he, that to refer the subject to a committee would 
at all events, was not anxious that a large be absolutely shelving it, as the inquiry 
amount should be placed in the hands of the could not be concluded this session ; and 
Government for disposal. But, he did not there would be a very objectionable delay in 
think the amount named was enough to consequence. Men would have to be brought 
secure the services of a leading counsel, who ' from the various diggings-from the distant 
would have to leave his own practice to north. If the commissioners came down, 
fi:O into the subject of the proposed inquiry. and they would all be required about the 
Fancy a leading counsel leaving his practice same time, their absence would do more harm 
to go out on to the waters of the Cloncurry ! to the diggings than could readily be con-
If the Government could get the Northern ceivecl ; and the effect would be to retard the 
District Court .Judge to go to Gympie and progress of the diggings for years. The 
to Ravemwood, they would do very wisely; arguments of the honorable members for 
but his opinion was, that they had far better Northern Downs and Fortitude V alley came 
cndeavor to secure the services of some to him in a refreshing manner. In looking 
gentleman of experience on the gold fields to clown the notice paper. he saw a motion of 
make theinvest1gation, and have the lawyers' the honorable member for Northern Downs, 
work clone afterwards. asking for £1,500 to make a short street in a 

The CoLO:NIAL SECRET.A.RY said he diclnot town. After what the honorable member 
quite agree with the honorable and learned bad just said, it was certain that the House 
member for Fortitude Valley, that the lead- would hear no more of that motion. A great 
ing 'members of the bar would not be avail- deal of good might be effected by the com-
able for a much less sum than £2,000. mission; hut if the House chose to vote the 
Although he knew that the leading talent of money, the Government woulcl spend every 
the bar was in the House, if possible, the penny of it. His honorable friend, the 
seat of one would be vacant before long, who Minister for "\Vorks, was very sparing of 
might be available. But the idea of appoint- cash; but he would find that if Ministers had 
ing the .J uclge of the ::s' orthern District Court , the expending of it, it would go. If honor­
was not a new one. He thought he had able members were not willing that £2,000 
himself suggested it in the early part of the sj10ulcl be expended, then let them cut it 
debate. J3ut it would hardly be fair to ask down to something less. But he thought it 
that gentleman to give his services without would take all that to make the investigation 
some remuneration. The cost ·might be valuable. 
reduced. It would be quite possible to carry Mr. Kr:NG : The honorable members for 
out the investigation by giving that gentle- Northern Downs and Maranoa were pleased 
man some additional remuneration. He (the to suggest that he was the proper person for 
Colonial Secretary) clicl not think that the commissioner. They were extremely com-
Crown Prosecutor would be the proper i plimentary to him ; but he wished to have it 
person to associate with him; because, if known that he had not the slightest intention 
there were two legal gentlemen engaged, the of vacating his seat. He had just gained it, 
result of the inquiry might be something that and he meant to stick to it, as long as he and 
no ordinary mincl could understand or. con- his constituents got on together. "\Vith 
ceive; but bygivingthe judge a practical miner reference to the econom,Y professed by the 
as secretary, the work might be clone in that honorable member for .Northern Downs, he 
way. He warned the House, that if they pointed to the twenty-third notice of motion 
did not wish to go to such expense, not to on the business paper, in which that honor­
vote the money; for if the Government got able member applied for £1,500 for a loeal 
it, they would he sure to spend it, · i work. If the Premier looked a little further 
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down the paper, he would see another motion 
for a further sum of £490 10s., or a total of 
£1,990 10s. for Dalby; making only £9 JOs. 
less than the sum now asked for to benefit 
the gold miners of the whole colony. He 
(Mr. King) could say, at all events, what the 
feeling of the gold fields population was ; 
and they would not be satisfied with any­
thing less than a commission. A committee 
of the House would be most expensive, and 
if it were to be of any use at all, six or seven 
miners from each gold field would have to be 
examined ; the cost would be very much in 
excess of what the commission would cost. 
All the commissioners of the gold fields would 
have to be examineJ before a committee ; and 
there would not only be the cost of the 
travelling expenses of those gentlemen, but 
there would be the expense of. bringing 
down practical miners ; the latter would be 
taken away from their claims, and the 
former from their official duties, which 
demanded their constant presence, and the 
whole work of the gold fields '1\'ould be dis­
organised by the absence of the proper 
authorities. He knew that the commission 
was very anxiously looked for by the mining 
population of Queensland; and he thought it 
was worth while for the House to go to a little 
expense, if only to satisfy them that attention 
was paid to their requirements. For a long 
time they had the impression that very little 
attention was paid to them. He believed that 
if a proper person was appointed to go to the 
gold fields and take evidence, the work would 
be of more value than the sum asked for. 

J\:Ir. ATKIN was understood to say that he 
was still of the same opinion that a commis­
sioner and a secretary should be appointed. 
He rt>markecl upon the very strange Jlro­
ceedings of some members of the Govern­
ment in reference to the subject before the 
House introduced by the honorable member 
for Wide Bay. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PuBLic LANDs : The 
11resent proposition was brought forward, 
because that honorable member suggested it. 

:M.r. ATKIN : Certainly, if he were a sup­
}JOrter of the Government he should think 
that the £2,COO would be well spent. He had 
himself suggested £1,500 for the work. Mr. 
Daintrec's valuable expedition would cost 
about £1,200; and he (Mr. Atkin) was sure 
the present one could be carried out for 
£1,500, and all requisite information obtained. 

Mr. Gnoo1r said he must rise to call the 
attention of the House to a statement made 
by the honorable the Colonial Secretary 
which he thought ought not to be allowed to 
pass without notice. The honorable mem­
ber had stated that there was a legal member 
of the House whose seat would probably be 
shortly declared vacant. He thought that re­
mark was uncalled for, especially considering 
that one of the honorable member's colleagues 
was in that position. It looked as if the 
question had been prejudged, especially con· 
sidering that the committee had only just 
commenced their labors. 

Mr. THoRN said he would suggest to the 
honorable member for Wide Bay the desir­
ability of m0ving the suspension of the Stand­
ing Orders, if he wished to get his resolution 
through the House before Christmas, as it 
was not probable that there would be much 
business done after next week. He must 
say, however. he could not see that any 
practical results were likely to follow from 
the appointment of this commission. The 
commission now sitting inN ew South \Vales, 
he had heard, had already cost that colony 
some £3,000 or £4,000, and they were not 
likely to bring up their report for some 
time, and that would be the case here if legal 
gentlemen were employed. He thought that 
a committee of the House, with the assist­
ance of the honorable member for \Vide Bay, 
would be able to obtain sufficient data upon 
which to found a good measure. It might 
perhaps be advisable to bring clown some ex­
perienced person from the Gilbert and from 
Rosewood, but he did not see the necessity 
of putting the colony to the expense of a 
commission. 

1\ir. lVIAcDEVITT said he did not think the 
expense should ·be such an obstacle. The 
honorable member should bear in mind that 
the miners had not been treated very fairly. 
Their interests had been neglected, except 
when they were required to contribute to the 
revenue, when, perhaps, a little more had 
been done than was either desirable or expe­
dient. They contributed a large share of 
the revenue in proportion to the benefits 
they received, and he thought some liberality 
should now be shewn to them. The Legis­
lature ha cl not assisted the miners in any way : 
not a single Act had been passed which had 
fairly recognised their wants, and thCJ 
present occasion offered a fair opportunity 
of testing the sincerity of the Govern­
ment, and the value of their professions in 
favor of the gold mining interest. The hon­
orable member for Northern Downs was, he 
thought, strangely inconsistent in opposing 
this motion on the score of economy, in the 
face of two motions which appeared in the 
Business Paper of the House in his name, 
asking the House to vote a large sum for the 
town of Dalby. Considering too, the action 
of the honorable member in connection with 
the cotton bonuses, which had affected the 
revenue so seriously, he thought he coulclnoL 
well object to this motion on the ground of 
economy. 

'l'he amendment was put and the House 
divided. 

Ayes, 14. 
::IIr. W"'lsh 

, Mat?Devitt 
, King 

Thorn 
, Johnston 
, Ramsay 
, Haly 
, Royds 
lJ 1Vienholt 
, De ~at.gC 
, Scott 
, l,errett 
u Palmar 
, 1'hOIDJ.l80II 

Noes, 13. 
}fr. Jordan 
, Mcllwraith 
, Fyfe 
" Morgan 
, Atkin 
,, Lilley 

Bell 
llioret~n 

, Groom 
, l 1orbes 

Edmondstone 
, }files 
, Step])eu~ 
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The question, as amended, was then put. 
Mr. IrYFE said, before the question was 

passed, he thought it desirable that the Gov­
ernment should explicitly declare to the 
House whether or not it was their intention 
to appoint a District Court Judge as Com­
missioner ; if so, he should vote against what 
l1e should consider a useless expenditure. 
'Vhat was required was the appointment of 
some practical man. To suppose that a Dis­
trict Court Judge could visit the different 
gold fields, hold meetings, and take evidence 
with any b~neficia1 result, was altogether 
absurd. Hrs reason for suggesting the 
appointment of a select committee instead of 
a commissioner was that he believed that as 
soon as it was known that the committee had 
been appointed, the miners would hold meet­
ings and for.ward their grievances to that 
committee. The different gold commissioners 
would also be able to furnish the committee 
with valuable information, and the country 
would thus save a considerabie sum of monev. 
He believed the Gold Fields Bill which the 
Government intended to introduce could be 
made a verv efficiPnt measure without 
appointing this commission. He spoke on 
behalf of the gold miners at Rockhampton. 

Mr. ATKIN said that his amendment to 
reduce the amount to £1,500 had not been 
put .. He. eou)d, ho":c.v~r,. m~':e the red;;c­
tlon 111 Oulfliul~LuV, ·vrJ.ll0il \VVU1ll VV1.ll0 Lu u......:.;.; 

same thing. 
The amended motion was then passed, and 

J\fr. King gave notice that he would move 
the suspension of the Standing Orders, to 
pass it through the House without delay. 

CANCELLED SURVEYS. 
Mr. JYioRGAN moved, pursuant to nolicc­
~'hat, in the opinion of this House, the con­

dnrt of the Surveyor-General in cancelling, 
without authority, surveys which cost the country 
considerable sums of money, is highly reprehen­
sible and deserving of the gravest censure. 

He rcgrcttPd that he could not producE' the 
returns which he had moved for some days 
back. Those he had asked for from the 
Lands Office had been furnished without any 
difficulty; but he had not been able to obtain 
the others from the Survey Office, where the 
usual obstructiveness appeared to prevail. 
He thought, however, he had sufficient 
evidence to enable him to elicit an expres­
sion of opinion from the House on the sub­
ject of his motion. It would be recolleeted 
that, S< •me days ago, he had put certain 
questions to the honorablc the Minister for 
Lands, and had asked for certain pa11ers ; 
and, among others, a copy of the instruc­
tions given to the Surveyor-General, by 
which he had been authorized to cancel cer­
tain surveys ; and the honorablc gentleman, 
in reply, had told him that no such instruc­
tions existed. Now, during certain pro­
ceedings in the Supreme Court, the Suryeyor­
General, in cross-examimttion, had stated 
upon oath that, in caacelling those surveys, 

' he had acted upon the authority given him 
in his general instructions as Snrveyor­
GPneral. In contradiction to that statement, 
there was the assertion of his politieal ehicf 
that no such authority cxisten. The cancel­
lation of that survey had cost the country 
about twenty pounds, and, when the extent 
of country surveyed along the railway was 
considered, a similar course of action might 
involve the country in a loss of £20,000 or 
£30,000. He maintained, therefore, that 
this officer had, in arrogating to himself a 
power which he did not properly possess, had 
committed an abuse of his office, which 
merited a distinct expression of censure by 
the House. He did not intend on the pre­
sent occasion to allude to any further trans­
actions in the Survey Office. "When the 
Estimates were brouglit forward, an opportu­
nity could be offered to .deal wi~h them. 

lVIr. ATKIN seconded the motion. 
The SECRETARY FOR PunLrc LANDS said 

he must, in the first place, deny that there 
had been any unwillingness shewn by the 
Surveyor-General's department to furnish 
returns. He denied it in toto. They were 
invariably furnished without loss of time, 
and he believed as expeditiously as returns 
could be furnished by any department. He 
certainly had not expected that returns on 
this subject would be asked for, because the 
ci_~l._:_~::~~.c,~:. l~::c1 bccc:-~ C:~c~acd ~1:. ~ ~011yr. 0f h~w 
to the satisfaction of everyone. He would 
now give the history of the whole affair. 
The Land Act of l86S was passed, as they 
all knew, in a hurried way. It contained 
various provisions, and amongst others, a 
provision to the effect that all lands in 
railway reserves should be open to selection 
as agricultural lands, unless otherwise claEsed. 
There it was in the Act in black and white. 
There was also a permissive power given in 
the same Act, to tie up from selection lands 
which were intended to be put up for sale by 
public auction. That was not done in this 
case, and the lands were open to selection by 
Mr. Clark or anyone else. There were many 
other cases of the same sort; whether the 
lands had been surveyed or not had nothing 
to do with it ; the Act gave the Government 
power to reserve from selection land w hi eh 
were to be offC'red for sale by auction. It 
was intended to cast the blame upon the 
shoulders of the Surveyor-General, but if 
honorable members would take the trouble 
to refer to various regulations published by 
the Executive, in the Government Gazette, in 
1868, they would perhaps alter their opinion. 
They would find in the Government Gazette 
of 6th March, 1868, a notice io this 
effect:-

"That the lands herein under des~ribcd shall be 
cpen to selection under the provisions of the 
hereinbefore mentioned .A.ct, and sub}·ct to the 
spceial e ·lllditions contained in the sixteenth 
section of the same, on and after W edncsday, the 
8th clay of April, 1868, at the several Crown 
Lands Oiiices of the pastoral districts within the 
limits of which such lands are situated, &c.'' 
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The next notice apprarcd in page 275 in the 
same volume, and it took the form of an 
instruction to land agents from the r,ands 
department, and it stated among other 
things,-

" Land in :railway reserves, where not specially 
reserved for sale by auction or otherwise, which 
will be open on and after the 1st of May next, &c." 

Then came another provision which touched 
the matter exactly. It enabled a man to take 
up 640 acres of surveyed land along a railway 
reserve, and whether the survey had been 
cancelled or not, did not signify. The Sur­
veyor-General, he might say, had had nothing 
to do with these regulations, and had pro­
tested against them. He had a perfect right 
to protest against them, as every permanent 
head of a department had to keep a Minister 
right on all matters as far as he could ; and if 
the then Minister for Lands had taken the 
advice of the Surveyor-General, he would not 
have got into such a mess. He now came to 
the real matter at issue. The sun·ey in 
question was that which was known as 
l'ratten's survey. The Surveyor-General 
had, for some time previously, been receiving 
instructions to survey land :tor sale. There 
was a continual demand for more surveyed 
land, and, from time to time, he caused fresh 
surveys to be made, in pursuance of repeated 
instructions to do so, and he had this 
survey made among others. Before the land 
was offered for sale by public auction, or 
advertised for sale, it came to the Sun•eyor­
General's knowledge, in a roundabout way, 
that it was intended to divert the line of rail­
way, and that this survey would be useless, 
and he caused it to be cancelled. A return 
had been furnished shewing the date and 
modE' of cancellation. Now, it would be seen 
by the map which he produced, that if the 
Surveyor-General had allowed that survey to 
stand, he would have been selling land right 
across and inclusive of the rail way line. Cer­
tain curves which appeared in the original plan 
had been straightened by the second railway 
survey ; and as the Surveyor-General had no 
official knowledge of the proposed deviations, 
and it was impossible for him to obtain it, it 
would have been contrary to his duty to 
allow a survey to stand as a permanent and 
olfirial record, when he knew it would, have 
to be altered. In consequence of this alter­
ation, the survey was aitered, and it cost 
somewhere about £15. If the survey had not 
been cancelled, the results might have been 
serious-actions might have been brouhgt 
against the Government for selling land which 
ought not to have been sold-and all sorts of 
complications would have arisen, as had been 
the case before. If that officer had not done 
what he was now accused of doing, what a 
howl would have been raised agaiust him ; 
nothing would have been too bad to 
say of him. The real fact was, that he 
had done what it w<es clearly his duty to do, 
and had probably savec! the country from the 

cost of actions brought against the Government 
The next charge wasthattheSurvcyor-General 
had acted without instructions. Now, he 
should like to know what Minister was 
competcut to instruct the Surveyor-General 
on these matters ; he was naturally and 
officially responsible for all surveys ; he 
must be so, and, therefore, he required no 
specific instructions. He (the Secretary for 
Public Lands) could not see that any wrong 
had been done to the country or to any 
single person in this particular case. If Mr. 
Clark's application had been refused, it was 
a question whether he would not have had a 
claim for redress from the Government; at 
any rate he would have been treated in a 
different way from other people. The 8ur­
veyor-General had nothing to do with the 
administration of the land in this case. There 
was a provision in the Act which took the 
matter entirely out of his hands. The course 
of ac.tion was this-the application was 
received by the land ag•·nt, approved by the 
commissioner, and then sent to the NI:inister 
for Lands. lie did not say the system was 
a wise one, but it was provided by the Act, 
and the i::lurvcyor-General had nothing to do 
with it. After the Minister accepted the 
application, he had merely to prepare the 
description, or cause it to be prepared. He 
did not even make the survey, but, after it 
was made, he had to inspect it to test the 
correctness of the liucs. This magnificent 
structure which had been raised about the 
Surveyor-General-this charge of causing 
great loss to the country, had vanished into 
thin air ; there was not the most remote 
foundation for it. That gentleman would 
have been unworthy of his position if he had 
allowed a survey which he knew would be 
useless. He had nothing to do with it, as he 
had shewn; and, according to Mr. Justice 
Lutwyche, it was no consequence whether 
the land was surveyed or not. He was quite 
ready to give his assistance to prove any 
specific charges which might be brought 
<egainst the Surveyor-General, but the charges 
so frequently made were only vague generali­
ties. In this ease his action clearly redounded 
to his credit; it was his duty to sec that no 
surveys were continued which would be 
likely to mislead the Government. The 
Surveyor-General was anxiou~ for an inquiry 
into this matter, and he expected that 
something would be done to give him an 
opportunity of defending himself. He was 
quite aware that there was a general feeling 
against that officer, but it appeared to him 
that the various Ministers for Lands, fron1 
their vacillation and ignorance of the work, 
had made use of him as a scape-goat to hide 
their own deficiencies. All mistakes of 
Ministers and the errors charged against 
their departments appeared to be thrust on 
to the shoulders of that officer ; the more so 
that he was found to be somewhat reticent in 
defending himself. Why thi~ cry had been 
got up, or why, to use a colomal term, there 
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was such a " down" upon thr Surveyor­
General, he could not conceive; ·that was the 
only explanation he could find for it. If 
charges were brought against him, they should 
be looked into separatelv, and decided upon 
their merits. It was we'll known that under 
a popular Government, a person who did his 
duty well frequently was the one to suffer, 
and to have his motives misconstrued. In 
his own case, he had on one. occasion been 
accused of thimble rigging with the black soil, 
but he found afterwards he had had nothing 
to do with it, and that the charge had arisen 
out of a dispute between two land agents. 
It would probably be found too, tbat this 
charge ae-ainst the Surveyor-General was the 
result ot a clashing of certain conflicting 
interests in a small- town, and that he was 
not at all to blame. It might become his 
duty some day to find fault with the Sur­
veyor-General, and he should not hesitate to 
do so if the necessity should arise ; but, in 
this instance, that gentleman had come off 
with flying colors, as everyone who was not 
prejudiced against him must admit. Such 
had been the jealousy which had been shewn 
towards the Surveyor-General, that the land 
laws of the colony were actually pointed at 
him, and he was now accused of doing what 
the Land Act specially prevented him from 
doing. The applications for land did not go 
to him at all ; he simply received imtructions 
to have certain land surveyed, and even then 
it was not surveyed by his own officers ; it 
was done by a contract surveyor, and the 
Surveyor-General had merely to revise the 
work. Mr. Pratten's survey, he repeated, 
was cancelled, for a very good reason­
because, in consequence of the deviation of 
the railway line, it would have been useless 
as it stood. 

].\fr. DE SATGE said he thought the explana­
tion of the Secretary for Lands had clearly 
shewn that the action of the Surveyor-General 
was fully warranted by the circumstances of 
the case, and he was of opinion that it would 
be useless and unworthy of the House to 
discu~s a motion which could only be in­
tended to serve a small party purpose. It 
was to be regretted that so much time had 
been taken up with it, while other matters of 
importance to the country were held in 
abeyance. 

Mr. MoRGAN rose to a point of order. 
The honorable member had imputed motives 
to him. · 

Mr. DE SATGE would say that the motion 
appeared only to serve a party purpose. Re 
would, however, withdraw the e:l);wession. 
1'he cost of the survey was somewhere about 
£15, and the saving to the country in the 
alteration of the line, perhaps over £1,000. 
It was quite clear to him that if the Surveyor­
General had acted otherwise, he would have 
shewn himself an inefficient public officer. 
He was only sorry that the Minister for 
Lands should have had to defend that gentle­
;man for half an hour, from a charge which 

ought never to have been put on the business 
paper of the House. 

Mr. LrLLEY, having referred at some 
length to the main featurps of the case 
now before the House, said he., believed 
that Mr. Olark was quite right in what 
he did, and that the libel was not justi­
fiable. It was, he held, quite competent 
for Mr. Clark, under the provisions of the 
Act, to take up the lands he took up ; and he 
further believed that the revenue of the 
colony had sustained a loss by the action that 
had been taken against Mr. Olark. Now, 
before the House agreed to the resolutions at 
present under consideration, he thought the 
Surveyor-General should be heard on the 
subject. In his opinion, the article com­
plained of, had been written under a misre­
presentation of facts, and he could not 
therefore support the motion before the 
House. 

Mr. Grroo~r said he did not think the 
Surveyor-General was so exceptionably guilty 
in this matter, as some honorahle members 
seemed to think he was; for he believed thaL 
other public officers were guilty of similar 
conduet. At the same time, he must say, 
that during the late elections, he had fre­
quently heard it stated that it would pay the 
colony to pension off the Gregory family, and 
get them thereby to retire from the public 
service. Now, he considered that Mr. Olark 
was alone to blame for all the odium that had 
fallen upon him in this matter ; because, in a 
speech he delivered at Toowoomba, he dis­
tinctly stated that he was not to become a 
member of the House for nothing. He also 
stated, on the same occasion, that he had not 
got all the land he wanted, but he was deter­
mined to have it. Now, he must say, that 
he could not agree in the opinion that the 
Surveyor-General should be held respon­
sible for all the acts of the Lands Com­
missioner of the Darling Downs, inasmuch 
as he was not himself present. The 
Lands Commissioner for the Darling Downs, 
by his maladministration of the Land Act, 
prevented hundreds of people from settling 
in the district. Though he could not agree 
with the motion of the honorable member 
for \V arwick, he must add that he could not 
bring himself to·believe that Mr. Clark was 
not somewhat blameable in this matter. 
When the Estimates came on for considera­
tion, he thought he would be able to advance 
very good reasons for the omission of the 
salary of the Surveyor-General, and for the 
appointment of some other sufficiently quali­
fied gentleman to the position. 

Mr. KrNG said he could not consent to the 
motion. He thought it was very awkwardly 
worded, and besides, he did not think the 
House should pass the motion without afford­
ing the 'surveyor-General an opportunity of 
defending himself. He did not see that there 
was any reasonable ground for finding fault 
with iLe Surveyor-General in the matter 
referred to ; and as he believed the honorablq 
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member had brought forward the motion 
solely for the purpose of obtaining the 
opinion of the House, he hoped that, after 
the discussion which had taken place, he 
would consent to withdraw it. 

Mr. MILES said he believed that the con­
duct of the Surveyor-General had very 
greatly tended to prevent settlement in the 
colony; and he thought that some steps 
should be taken to prevent him cancelling 
surveyed lands. One day he announced cer­
tain lands to be surveyed lands, and open for 
selection and purchase, and the next day 
he withdrew them from purchase. In 
dealing with the public lands, it seemed 
to him that the Surveyor-General had more 
power than any other man in the colony. 
He believed that in the case before the 
House·the cancellation was made for a par­
ticular purpose. As to the Surveyor-General, 
immediately he was appointed to his present 
office, after the separation of the colony from 
New South Wales, he was required to select 
lands for agricultural reserves ; and the lands 
he selected for that purpose were the most 
worthless that could be found in the colony. 
He fully agreed with the opinion that had 
been expressed by the honorable member for 
Toowoomba, that it would be a benefit to the 
colony-no matter what amount it might 
cost-to pay the Surveyor-General such a 
sum as would induce him to retire from 
office. He believed the Surveyor-General had 
more power in dealing with the lands of the 
colony than the head of his department had. 
He could not vote for the motion before the 
House; but he thought that when the 
Estimates came under consideration, then 
would be the proper time to deal with the 
case of the Surveyor-General; and he, for 
one, would certainly do all in his power to 
have that gentleman's salary struck off. . 

Mr. ArKIN said that though he agreed with 
the object of the motion to some extent, he 
nevertheless hoped the honorable the mover 
of it would consent to withdraw it. He did 
not think that the honorable member, in 
brin~ing it forward, desired more than to 
obtam an expression of the opinion of the 
House ; and by the discussion that had 
taken place he had fully accomplished his 
object-if such was his object. The horror­
able the Minister for Lands had said that the 
Land Act of 1868 was passed in a great 
hurry. Now, that was not correct, for the Bill 
was before the House for nearly six months. 
The same honorable gentleman also stated that 
the judges of the Supreme Court had decided 
the whole matter. But what did his horror­
able colleague, the Minister for Works, say 
respecting the Supreme Court? "Why this­
that the i:)upreme Court appeared to be the 
most ignorant court in the colony. It ap­
peared that 1fr. Clark's application for the 
land referred to, was accepted by the local 
land commissioner two months before the 
cancellation of the survey was intimated 
through the Government Gazette. The 

~barge against the Surveyor-General was, 
that the second survey was cancelled when it 
was determined that there should be a devia­
tion of the railway line, and that he had not 
made the cancellation public in due time. 
In the meantime, Mr. Clark was allowed to 
take up eight adjacent allotments, and was 
only required to pay the survey fees as for 
one allotment. Subsequently the survey was 
cancelled. Now it seemed to him to be a 
very important question, as to whether the 
Surveyor-General had a right to cancel 
surveys under such circumstances. But what 
appeared to him to be still more strange, 
was that some of the land in question was 
sold very shortly afterwards. Though the 
cancellation of the survey was made, he 
believed, the very day after Mr. Clark had 
taken up the land, there was no notice of 
such cancellation for some time afterwards. 
Was it not monstrous that the Surveyor­
General should be allowed to cancel surveyed 
lands, and keep the cancellation locked up in 
his drawer till it was convenient for particu­
lar reasons, perhaps, to produce it ; and that 
especially in respect to surveyed lands which 
had been taken up ? He hoped the honorable 
member for Warwick would withdraw his 
motion, and that, on the other hand, the Gov­
erment would require the Surveyor-General 
to be more careful in future. 

Mr. SrEPHENS said he thought the defence 
the honorable the Minister for Lands had 
attempted to set up in behalf of the Surveyor­
General was a very weak one. In his 
opinion, the explanations of the honorable 
gentleman almost amounted to an admission 
of the charges made against j;he Surveyor­
General in this matter. He would rather 
have avoided taking any part in the present 
discussion, as he had a high personal regard 
for the Surveyor-General, but he could not 
allow that to prevent him from commenting 
on the fact that the country had been put to 
the expense of two surveys of the land in 
question. He maintained that it was quite 
competent for the Surveyor-General to 
reserve the lands from sale, after they had 
been surveyed, because at the time a devia­
tion of the line of railway was contemplated. 
It was not at all necessary to cancel the 
surveys in order to prevent their being 
offered for sale; and in this case the cancella­
tion did not prevent the lands being put up for 
sale. The honorable the Minister for Lands 
had said nothing whatever about the second 
survey of the land. The honorable gentleman 
avoided that part of the question; but there 
was no doubt the land was twice surveyed ; 
and the public had a right to expect that the 
survey fees on every allotment should be 
made. He thought the circumstances of 
this case shewed that there was great remiss­
ness on the part of some one in the Surveyor­

' General's office. 
The Hon.R. PRING said he could not agree 

to the motion, because he did not think that 
sufficient data had been furnished in supporto{ 
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it ; and unless that was done, it was not 1 

justifiable to make such serious charges as 
were here brought against a public officer who 
held a high and important office. .As horror­
able members knew, it was one of the funda­
mental principles of the British Constitution 
that no man should be condemned till he had 
an opportunity of defending himself; and as 
such an opportunity had not been afforded 
to the Surveyor-General, he hoped the motion 
would not be agreed to. Besides, it should 
be remembered that a motion setting forth 
such charges as were contained in the motion 
before the House, against a gentleman hold­
ing so high an office in the public service 
as the Surveyor-General held, might have 
t~e effect of seriously injuring his reputa­
tiOn. 

Mr. FERRETT said he could not agree to 
the motion before the House. He considered 
it was very wrong to bring forward such a 
motion, unless there were more data to justify 
it than had been produced. 

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY said that, as a 
private member, he must protest against such 
motions being placed on the business paper 
of the House. He thought it was a disgrace 
to the House that such a motion should be 
brought forward. He was afraid he would 
be guilty of using unparliamentary language 
if he were to describe the motion as he 
thought it ought to be described. In the 
course of his parliamentary experience, he 
had never known of such a motion being pro­
posed, and he hoped he never would again. 
He would object to the motion being with­
drawn, because he considered it was the duty 
of the House to reject it. 

Mr. MoRGAN said that he considered he 
was. fully justified in bringing forward the 
motron ; and he must say that the speech of 
the honorable the Secretary for Lands, in 
defence of the conduct of the Surveyor­
General in the matter under discussion, was 
the lamest he had ever heard. .As to the 
protest of the Colonial Secretary against the 
motion, he would treat it with the contempt 
which he thought it deserved. He had 
brought forward the motion because he con­
sidered it to be his duty to his constituents 
to do so. Notwithstanding what had been 
said during the debate on the motion, he held 
that the cancellation of the surveys was a 
violation of the public trust reposed in the 
Surveyor-General. It would have been a 
very different thing if, by the proposed alter­
ation of the line of route -of the railway, it 
had been considered necessary to pass through 
the several blocks of land taken up by Mr. 
Clark. But the fact was, that by the pro­
posed alteration of route, only the corner of 
one of the allotments would have been inter­
fered with. He would not care though the 
motion should go to a division ; though he 
had only brought it forward with the view of 
obtaining an expression of the opinion of the 
House on the subject, and then withdrawing 
it. 

Mr. BELL said that he had listened with 
much pleasure to what had been said by the 
honorable the Secretary for Lands in defence 
of the Surveyor-General ; but at the same 
time he must protest against the attempt· of 
the honorable gentleman to transfer all the 
delinquencies in the administration of the 
Land .Act from the shoulders of the Surveyor­
General, and place them on the shoulders of 
gentlemen who had previously been at the 
head of the Lands Department. Now, he 
thought that such a charge was most unjust, 
for he never knew of any ex-minister of the 
Lands Department endeavoring to relie>e him­
self from blame by attributing mal-adminis­
tration to the Surveyor-General. He had 
never heard of any Minister attempting to 
place upon the shoulders of the Surveyor­
General any blame that should rest upon his 
own shoulders. If all the charges that had 
been brought against :M:r. Gregory were true, 
he was not fit to occupy the position of Sur­
veyor-General; but he must say that, when­
ever ]\,fr. Gregory had been called to account, 
with the view of enabling him to defend him­
self, he had always been able to give a satis­
factory reason for the course of conduct he 
had pursued. 

The motion was then put and negatived 
without division, and the House adjourned. 




