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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Tlwrsday, 17 Kovembm·, 1870. 

Pre .. entation of Acldress in Reply.-Governor's Answer t? 
Address in Reply -Adjournment-Outrages by the 
lilacks, - Proceeding~ at Elections. -Election of 
Chairman of Comn1iltees.-Sonth Toolburra and 
Canning Downs Runs.-Surveys.-Prnyers on OpAning 
the Proceedings of the Hou.;;e. 

pgESENTATION OF ADDI1ESS IN REPLY· 

The House having met at half-past eleven 
o' clol'k, in accordance with the resolution 
rmssed on the previous day, 

The CoLONIA.L SECRETARY moved-
That the honorable the Speaker, anrl other 

honorable members present, proceed to Govern­
ment House for the purpose of presenting to His 
Excellency the Address in Reply to His Excel­
lency's Speech, which had been adopted by the 
House on the previous day. 

The motion was agreed to, and the honor­
able the Speaker, accompanied by honorable 
uwmbers presPnt, proC'PPded to o-overnment 
House. 

GOVERNOR'S ANSWER TO ADDRESS IN 
REPLY. 

The SPEAKER, on the House re-assembling 
at three o'clock, reported that he and other 
honorable members had waited upon His 
Exeellrncy the Governor at an earlier period 
of the day, and presented to His Excellency 
the Address in Replv which had been adopted 
by the House. 1'o that Address, His Exeel­
lmcy had been pleased to make the following 
}{pply:-

" T0 THE IJ:ONORABLE THE SPEAKER AND MEM­

BERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,-

" GE~TLEliEN' 

" I thank you in the name of the Queen for t.he 
Address you have presented to me, containing an 
assurance of vour continued loyalty ancl attach­
ment to the .Throne and Person· of Her Most 
Gracious :Niajesty. 

" I have every confidence that the result of your 
labors, in considering the various matters sub· 
mitted to you, will tend to tlw advantage o[ the 
colony. 

" I thank you for so cheerfully responding to 
my appeal to enable me to enforce (so far as lies 
in your power) the neutrality whid1 has been 
proclaimed as the policy of the British Govern· 
ment., and your readiness to assist, should any 
unfortunate circumstances render it necessary to 
do so." 

ADJOURNMENT.-OUTRAGES BY THR 
BLACKS. 

J\fr. MAcDEVITT moved the adjournment of 
the House for the purpose of calling the 
attC'ntion of the Government and the House 
to a report that appC'arcd in the newspapers 
of certain outrages which had been committed 
bv thC' blach in the northern districts. The 
paragraph, Jw hf\d no rlm1bt, h~td heen reac\ 
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by most honorable members ; but with the 
view of bringing the matter directly under the 
attention of the House, he would take the 
opportunity of now reading it. The paragraph 
was as follows :-

" TOWNSYILLE. 

"November 16, 1·25 p.m. 

"The blacks continue to <'reate disturbances in 
this neighborhood, and commit many outrages. 

" Lately they tracked a white man to a water· 
hole near the Haughton River, and tomahawked 
him, and it is suspected that several other mur­
ders of a similar kind have been perpetrated. 

"In another direction, towards 'Waterview,' 
a mob of blacks stole ]\/[r. A !ling ham's rifle and 
revolver, with which they fired several 'shots at 
him. 

"A party of aboriginals surrounded the Eureka 
Hotel, on the main road to the Cape and Gilbert 
diggings, when there were only two women in the 
house. They were threatening to bail up the 
premises when aEsistance came up and drove the 
marauders off." 

It was not only on account of the report of 
those outrages having been published in the 
Brisbane Courie1· to-day that he ·wished to call 
attention to it, but" also because he had 
received communications from his constituents 
on the subject. He was also informed that 
this was only one of many outrages of a 
similar kind that had taken place in the 
same district. It was, therefore, he con­
sidered, the duty of the Government to 
take some steps, without delay, to put a stop 
to them. A few days before he arrived at 
Townsville, as a candidate for election, a 
black boy, he was informed, had had the 
audacity to attempt to tomahawk 11ersous in 
the district who were out in the bush in 
search of cattle. He, therefore, thought that 
some steps should at once be taken to 
strengthen the hands of the police, in order, 
if possible, to put a stop to such outrages. 
He knew that the officer in charge of the 
police in the district did all in his power to 
stop them ; but it was absolutely necessary 
that his hands should be strengthened, in 
order to give security to the settlers there. 
On the Herbert River, a larg·e number of the 
settlers there had taken up land, for the 
purpose of sugar-growing; and, consequently, 
a great many people would be employed in 
the prosecution of that industry. The same 
was the case along other rivers in the dis­
trict ; and unless those people were afforded 
protection against such outrages, it would be 
impossible for them to follow their occupation. 
Now, he thought that on the Herbert, a good 
site might be found for a police station, and 
also a telegraph station. A site might be 
chosen from which the police could act with 
the utmost alacrity and effect tlu·oughout the 
surrounding district; while, as a telegraph 
station, it would form a central position of 
communication. If anything of the kind had 
taken plarP in Brisbane or the neighborhood, 
some one of the honorable member~ for 
North Brisbane would have at once 

called attention to it, and demanded that 
there should immediately be an increase 
made to the police forPe ; and in making 
such a demand he \Vould have been backed 
up by all the other metropolitan mem­
bers. Or if it had occurred in Ipswich, 
the honorable member, Mr. Cribb, and the 
honorablc members for vVest Moretou, would 
at once have made a similar demand. He 
understood that the attention of the Govern­
ment had been called to the matter by their 
officials, and that they would do what might 
he necessary to provide a remedy, if they 
received the support of the House. 

J.Hr. KrNG, in seconding the motion, said he 
could fully bear out the accuracy of the state­
ments that had been made by the honorable 
member for the Kennedy. He knew person­
ally that the prospectors in that district were 
greatly harassed by the blacks ; and he had 
no doubt that in that district many murders, 
which would never be discovered, had been 
committed by them. He hoped the Govern­
ment would take some steps to secure the 
white inhabitants against such outrages, and 
that they would rE'ceive the support of every 
honorable member of the House. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said he had no 
doubt whatever that all that had been said 
upon this subject was quite correct. It was 
also quite true that the attention of the Gov­
ernment had been called to the matter 
through the chief officers of the police ; but 
the Government, being tied doll'n as thPy 
were to a limited number of police, could not 
move parties of the poliPe force from one point 
to another,-even whE're it might he con­
sidered an increase of the force was more 
required. It was only within the last fort­
night that the attention of the Government 
had been called to this matter ; and he might 
inform the House that since then arrange­
ments had been made for the removal of the 
police camp from Card well to a point half way 
between Cardwell and Townsville, where it 
was thought the police would be more gene­
rally useful for the Rurrounding districts. He 
was not sure that the House would agree with 
him if he asked for authority to place the 
native police force on the footing he thought 
it should be placed upon ; and that was thaL 
it should be so increased as to be capable of 
repressing outrage, instead of being capablr, 
and that only in some cases, of securing the 
punishment of those who committed such 
outrages. If it would afford any consolation 
to the honorable members who had brought 
this matter before the House, he could assure 
them that there were other districts in as bad 
a position for want of police protection. 
Every week during the last five months his 
sheep stations had bE'en robbed. The Govern­
ment had to do the best they could with the 
limited number of police at thE'ir dispoRal. 
He knew that all the outside districts were 
snffE'ring annoyancE' to a greatN or less extent 
from the hlackR. It was true that the blacks 
did not now commit so many murders as they 
formerly did, but they had become very 
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expert in the art of stealing, and that they 
accomplished with the greatest impunity. 
He hoped the House would consent to the 
application that would be made by the Go­
vernment for an increase of the police force, 
especially as it was not such 11s could be 
considered an extravagant one. 

PROCEEDINGS AT ELECTIONS. 

Mr. GROOM said that, before the motion 
for adjournment was withdrawn, he w:ished 
to bring forward another matter, and it was 
one which he considered deeply affected the 
privileges of the House. He desired to call 
the attention of the House to what he must 
describe as the somewhat disgraceful pro­
ceedings that i:ook place in connection with 
the late elPction for the Northern Downs. 
On the occasion of the declaration of the poll 
at Dalby, on Friday, the 2nd September, the 
returning officer for the district, according to 
a report in the Dalby Herald of the following 
day, was reported to have said that-

" He had officiated as returning officer for many 
years, !tnd hitherto he h!td had it in his power to 
compliment the electors on the straightforward 
manner in which previous elections had been con­
ducted. On the present occ!Lsion he could not do 
so. A circumstance h!td occurred at the late 
election which he wished to bring prominently 
under their notice, because it w>ts a disgrace to 
the parties concernecl in it. A sh!Lmeful practice 
of personation h>td been discovered, and he hoped 
that the guilty p!trties would be severely punished. 
He did not wish to throw the least bl!tme upon 
l\Ir. Bell or Mr. Thorn. It appeared to him that 
some of the supporters of the candidates had al­
lowed their party feelings to overcome their dis­
cretion, and they had unwisely and unscrupulously 
induced ignorant men to vote in other persons' 
names. He hoped the disgraceful practice would 
never be tried again. It was a serious matter, 
and the supporters of the candidates ought to 
recollect th>tt, by inducing a man to personate 
another, such personator was liable to several 
years' imprisonment. These supporters would not 
like to maintain that man's family during the time 
of his inc>trcemtion. Hitherto he (the returning 
officer) h!td felt great pleasure in discharging his 
duties, but if such shameful unfairness were per­
sisted in he should resign the office ; he would not 
be returning officer for a district where such dis­
reputable practices were carried on." 

The honorable member for the district, in the 
course of his speech in returning thanks, 
said-

." From what tht>y had all seen of the election, 
they would all agree with him it was quite time 
some clmnge should be made in our Electoral Act. 
For the first time, they had found several at­
tempts had been made to personate and double 
voting in this election. He did not bdieve that 
his opponent in the contest had be, n a party to 
the practice ; but he did s>ty that there came fi·om 
Ipswich a number of persons, and amongst them 
a gentleman whose name he was not afraid to give 
-it was :\fr. George Thorn, jun.-who had openly 
avowed that he had sncceeclecl in incre'l.sing a 
small number of votes into a large numbt>r before 

now in some electorates, and who appeared to 
revel in the opprobrium arising from such mal­
practices. He (Mr. Bell) should take the first 
opportunity to get the Electoral Act improved. 
He thought, if the Government could be induced 
to bring in !Ln Act similar to the one existing in 
Victoria-one which would meet the desires of the 
electors, and at the same time prevent such nefa­
rious practices-the country would be greatly 
benefitted." 

In the next place, Mr. Wakeling, who se· 
conded. the motion of a vote of thanks to the 
returning officer, was reported to have spoken 
as follows :-

"Mr. Wakeling seconded the vote of thanks, 
and expressed his surprise that no tJlector, not 
directly interested in the contest, had said any­
thing about what had taken place at the polling 
b8oths, and which had been referred to by the 
returning officer. He thought that the disgrace­
ful proceedings referred to ought to be condemned 
bv all honest men. He wanted to know if the 
election for Northern Downs were to be decided 
by a representative and a rabble brought from 
another town, and aided by a few nnprincipled 
men here. He was at Jondaryan on polling clay, 
and he found there a great number uf Ipswich 
men, a large proportion of whom had names 
simila1' to those of electors on Northern Downs, 
who all declared that they intended to vote, 
!tlthough they had not a vote amongst them. He 
also found that telegmphic communication with 
J ondaryan had been interrupted, and from that 
he judged they were prepared to go to any length, 
even to rioting. had they not been overawecl by 
the measures taken to check them." 

Now, if what was stated in the extracts he 
had read was true, the question involved was 
one of a very serious nature. He would like 
to ask the honorable the Colonial Secretary 
if he approved of persons being sent from one 
district to another to carry out such malprac­
tices, or that telegraphic communication 
should be interrupted. Though asking the 
question, he must say that he believed the 
honorable gentleman did not approve of such 
proceedings. At the police court at Dalby, on 
Tuesday, the BOth of August, one .Tames 
Brown was brought up on a charge of 
attempting to personate an elector on 
the previous day. The returning officer 
for the Northern Downs, in the course of 
his examination, said that when the prisoner 
came into the polling booth to vote, 
he gave his name as James Brown. Mr. 
Roche then asked him, " Are you the 
.J ames Brown, No. 48 on the electoral roll? " 
He replied, "Well, I'll chance it; I am." 
He understood that the success of a prose· 
cution in such cases depended, to a great 
extent, on the production by the Crown prose­
cutor, of the writ of election. In this case 
the writ of election could not be produced, 
and the prisoner was discharged. He 
>ms aware of another ease in which the 
writ of election could not be produced, and 
the Crown prosecutor asked that the case 
might be postponed till the next sitting of the 
court, in order that he might, if possible, pro-
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duce the writ of election. As the gentleman 
occupying the office of Attorney-General was 
not in the House, he would like to know if 
the officer in charge of criminal prosecutions 
in such cases would be assisted by the Gov­
ernment to perform his duties, by being 
furnished with the writ of election P 

Mr. ATKIN s&,id he had intended to bring 
forward this question in a more comprehen­
sive form. At the election for East Morcton, 
a band of ruffians attended, many of them 
from Ipswich, who were brought in buggies 
to the principal polling places, and were kept 
in such a condition, pending the election, 
that, as he had been informed, many of them 
voted the wrong way. He remembered that 
on one occasion there were two hundred cases 
of personation at an election for West More· 
ton; and he must say that it was exceedingly 
strange that the name of one gentleman 
should always crop up in connection with 
such proceedings. He could not avoid 
taking advantage of the opportunity at 
present afforded him of expressing his aston­
ishment at the invariable habit of honorable 
members for northern districts always 
pointedly referring to what would be done by 
southern members if certain occurrences took 
place in the South similar to those that had 
taken place in the North. As to increasing 
the police force in the northPrn districts for 
the repression of outrages by the blacks, he 
would give his support to the Government so 
far as he could; and he would gladly support 
them in increasing the police force to such 
an extent as might be deemed necessary for 
the protection of the settlers in the outside 
districts. 

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN OF CO~f­
MITTEES. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY moved-
That Frederick Augustus Forbes, Esquire, be 

appointed Chairman of Committees of the whole 
Assembly. 

In doing so he said, that in proposing Mr. 
Forbes, who had been so long a member of 
the House, with the exception of a short 
interregnum, he thought he would have done 
all that was necessary. He bt>lieved it would 
be generally admitted, that few honorable 
members had been more regular in their 
attendance in the House than Mr. Forbes, or 
that anyone was better acquainted with the 
duties of the office of Chairman of Committees, 
or could discharge them so well. Mr. Forbes 
was so well known, and so favorably known, 
to honorable members, that as he thought, all 
that was required to secure his election was 
that he should be proposed for the office. 
He had hoped that the motion would have 
been allowed to go without a division. and he 
still hoped that it might be allowed to go 
without a division. But he had been led to 
understand that it was intended to propose 
some other honorable member for the offiec 
pf Chairman of ComrnittPe~. X ow. ]lp roulr1 

only say to the House, what he had said to 
the gentleman he alluded to, that any opposi­
tion he would give to him would be solely 
because the Government last session pledged 
themselves to support }fr. Forbes. On that 
ground alone the Government would oppose 
the other honorable nwmber, who he und<lr­
stood was to be brought forward. The 
opposition of the Government would not 
proceed from any personal feelings whatever. 
i::ltill, he would not disguise from the honorablt~ 
member to whom he referred, or from the 
House, that this election of Chairman of Com­
mittees was anything but a party question. 
The election of Chairman of Committees had 
always been made a party question. On the 
last occasion of the election of a Chairman of 
f'ommittees, he and those who acted with 
him showed the then Government that the 
election of a Chairman of· Committees was a 
party question by the fiwt of the Opposition 
carrying the election of the honorable gentle­
man wlio now occupied the office of Minister 
for Lands. 'Vhen his honorable friend, Mr. 
Thompson, was elected to the office of Chair­
man of Committees, it was strongly urged by 
the honorable and learned member for .L\ orth 
Brisbane that the question at issue was most 
decidedly a party question. He hoped that, 
in recording their votes, lwnorable members 
would understand that the question was rPally 
a partv question; although, of course, it was 
not a question on which the Ministry, if out­
voted, would consider it necessary to resign. 
Still, if the Ministry should be defeated, he 
would, he must confess, feel he was beaten, 
and that he would feel a little raw about it. 
With those few observations, and bdieving 
that Mr. Forbes would make a most efficient 
Chairman of Committees, he had much 
pleasure in proposing that he should be elected 
to the office. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS seconded 
the motion. 

Mr. J_,ILLEY said he was sorry it should 
have fallen to him to perform the duty of pro­
posing an amendment on the motion of his 
honorable friend at the head of the Govern­
ment. In making the proposal he was about 
to bring before the House, he disclaimed the 
slightest intention on his part to convert this 
into a party question. His honorable friend, 
of courAe, said that it was a party question, 
and that the election of Chairman of Com­
mittees had always been a party question. He 
(Mr. Lilley) knew full well the capability of 
the rule on which the honorable gentleman 
relied, and which he had laid down strongly 
-though not accurately-and that his object 
was to ensure the co-operation of the gentle­
men who sat around him on the Thfinisterial 
benches. He bPgged leave to support the 
contradiction he gave him in the course of 
his speech. He was sure that the honorable 
gentleman had forgotten the circumstances 
of the last election of a chairman. On the 
occasion he alluded to, two of his colleagues 
in thr ~ame Governm<'nt-::VJ:"r, M acalist<"l' 
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and Mr. Taylor-voted against the gentle­
man whom he had proposed. He then 
disclaimed any intention in bringing forward 
his motion other than of a personal nature 
in regard to the two gentlemen whose names 
were submitted tu the House. Therefore, he 
was sure his honorable friend would see that 
upon this occasion, as on the former, he treated 
the question as no party question. In mov­
ing an amendment, now, he diclnot in any 
way disparage either the claims or the 
personal standing of the honorable member 
whose name had been submitted to the 
House; but he thought it his duty to sub­
mit the name of another honorable nwmber 
who had been long and honorably known in 
another legislature in these colonies, he meant 
Mr. Alexander Fyfe, the ml'mber for Rock­
hampton. In doing this, he thought the 
House could not pay a more graceful tribute 
to the constituency the honorable member 
represented, or to the northern portion of this 
colony, of whose interests J\fr. Fyfe was so 
active and zealous an advoeate, than by 
electing him to fill the post of Chairman of 
CommiLtees of the Legislative Assembly. 
Therefore he had very much 1>leasure in 
moving-

That the question be amended by the omission of 
the words ":Frederick Augnstus Forbes," with a 
view to the insertion in their place of the wtlrds 
" Alexander Fyfc. " 

l\fr. J\f.acDEVIT'l' said that, in agrt>eing to 
the course he had been requested to take, of 
seconding the nomination of J\Ir. Alexander 
Pyfe, as Chairman of Committees, he did not 
think there should have been any party 
considerations imported into the question to 
affect the choice of the House.~ He certainly 
came to that conclusion, when he heard 
different gentlemen named, and thought there 
vms to be a number of candidate; for the 
position, that he would not be properly ful­
filling the duty he owed to the House .and the 
country, did he not vote for the gentleman 
whom he considered best qualified ; and it 
was solely with that view that he rose> on this 
occasion to second the amendme-nt. As to 
the other gentleman who had been proposed, 
he had certainly been long and honorably 
known in the legislature ; mid, with reference 
to him, he uid not wish to say anything either 
by way of praise or disparagement. But this he 
could say, that if honorable service and dis­
tinguished position, as representing a large 
constituency, could give a claim to parlia­
mentary honors, then 1fr. Fyfe had that 
claim. It was a matter of notorietv that he 
had represented perhaps the most important 
constituency in the colony from which he hacl 
come to this; that he had sat in the Pnrliament 
of Victoria for a considPrable time, and 
occupied no mean position with the party 
with which he 11·as assoeiatt>cl, shewing­
by his usefulness in the House and 
by his attt•ndance upon eommittees, and 
P,Y the ~tble way in which he ~pokt• npon 

questions which affected the resolutions of 
that Assembly, t4at he was a gentleman of 
no ordinary ability, and experience, and 
influence. Hence it was that he (Mr. ]);Iac­
Devitt) had great pleasure in seconding the 
nomination of J\fr. Pyfe, and he disclaimed 
for himself having any party motive in the 
matter. In fact, if it were a party question, 
the becoming sense of a new member like 
himself would have deterred him from taking 
such a leading position as seconder of the 
amendment. Upon reference to party usages, 
he considert'd that he should be borne out in 
his view that this was never made a party 
question. He recollected that in the A ssem­
bly of New South \'Vales, when Mr. Garrett 
was elected Chairman of Committees, the 
House did make it a party question; but he 
hoped that the Queensland Assembly would 
long remain free from the bitterness of party 
strife which had characterised the Legislature 
of the sister .colony, and which did not tend 
to increase its pi•esti,qe. The first Chairman 
of Committees of this House was no other 
than the honorable gentleman who now occu­
pied the position of their Speaker ; and, if he 
was not greatly mistaken, the honorable gen­
tleman was the most uncompromising oppo­
nent of the Government who helped to put 
him in that position. Coming nearer, he was 
very much mistak('n if Mr. Charles Williarn 
Blakeney, who th('n represented Brisban<.', 
was not also an oppon<.'nt of the Ministry for 
the time being ; notwithstanding that, he was 
put into the chair. Ancl, coming nearer still, 
to another gentleman who was also a member 
for Brisbane, and who was elected Chairman 
of CommittE;es ; he was put into the office 
notwithstanding that he too was an opponent 
of the Government, who did not oppose him. 
And the last precedent that had been alluded 
to-of course the facts in connection with that 
had been given by a far higher authority than 
he. The honorable and learned member for 
Portitude V alley would surely get credence 
when he stated that in moving the appoint­
ment of J\fr. Pugh, he was not actuated 
any party motiv('s ; particularly when it 
was borne in mind that two of his own 
Ministry voted against his nominee. He 
hoped the party attitude on this question, 
which was assumed by the honorable gentle­
man at the head of the Government, would 
not characterise the debate, but that the 
decision of the House would be, that the 
individual of their choice had the necessary 
qualifications to conduct their proceedings 
with dignity and effect. He most certainly 
thought that, under these eircnmstances, 1fr. 
Fyfe ought to have the office. He was encou­
raged in the course he took, because he 
thought it "'onld be a becoming complim()nt 
to the large constituency that the honorable 
member represented. It was well known 
that for variety of interests, for number of 
population, and for the neglect that had been 
shown it as a constituency-it had not had a 
propPr shnro of i:nflnenee in the clf'jiberation~ 



4.2 Election of [ASSEMBLY.] Chairman qf Committees. 

of the House - Rockhampton was pre­
eminent. To elect its rep.resentative to the 
position of chairman, would show a concilil1-
tory disposition to the disaffected in the 
North. 

Mr. LILLEY s11id it appeared he w11s wrong 
as to the honomblc the Speaker, when 11 
member of his Government, voting against his 
no~inee. Mr. Hodgson and Mr. Taylor voted 
agamst him. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : Neither was a 
Minister. 

Mr. LILLEY : No ; they were not in the 
Ministry. It was all the same. 

Mr. GRo01I took this opportunity of 
saying that he was not in the HousP, last 
evening, when the Premier stated that he 
would recognise him (Mr. Groom) as the 
leader of the Opposition. He thought, from 
what had taken place this afternoon, that the 
honorable gentleman at the head of the 
Government conld make no mi~take as to 
who was the leader of the Opposition ; and 
he trusted that before the Session was over, 
he would have bettE-'r occasion to recognize 
him in his proper place. He l'egretted' that 
the choice of chairman was made a party 
question, because, he assured the Premier 
that, by his assertion of it, he had lost his 
(Mr. Groom's) vote. He had great respect 
for Mr. Forbes, having sat in the House with 
him since 1862 ; he met him outside the 
House, and he had a sinc.Pre respect for the 
honorable member. He should have voted 
for him, unhesitatingly ; but, as it was made 
a party question, he must vote with his own 
side of the House, and he should certainly 
support the amendment. 

Mr. DE SATGE said, as it appeared to 
him that the important constitueney of Rock­
hampton was not properly represented in the 
House, and as the election of ehairman was 
assumed to be a party question, and, he be­
lieved, rightly so, he desired to explain his 
vote as the representative of a northern con­
stituency closely allied to that of Mr. Fyfe. 
The constituency of Rockhampton did not 
wish, as the honorable member for Kennedy 
stated it did, to be recognized in the shape or 
form of an appointment for its member. It 
wished its member to occupy a position of 
thorough independence in the House, such as 
had been held by the late member for Rock­
hampton. He believed no man was ever in the 
House who assumed such independence, re­
fusing, in faet, the emoluments which he was 
offered of a :Minister of the Crown, so that he 
should not be tied down in any way by which 
his liberty of action and freedom of speech 
would be infringed. "'Whatever effect the 
decision of the House on the ·question might 
have, he considered Rockhampton too im­
portant a constituency-one that he was pre­
pared to work with closely-to allow the 
honorable member who now reprpsented it to 
take the position of Chairman of Committees, 
in the face of the work that was about to be 
brought forward for consideration. As was 

remarked by the honorable and learned mem­
l>C'r for Brisbane (Mr. Pring), last night, that 
constituency was not adequately represented 
in the House, and its interests required the 
closest 11ttention on the part of its only repre­
sentative. He could not give that attention 
if trammelled with offiee. He could not be 
spared to undertake the very arduous dut!es 
of chairman, this session ; the other northern 
members could not spare him, as they required 
to work together. No doubt, if the honorable 
member for Rockhampton were allowed to 
speak,hewould acknowledgethathefelthimself 
in a false position; for he was perfectly aware 
that the town of Roekhampton-the popular 
element of the constituency which had beaten 
the large holders of property-had returned 
him, a man of great talent and experience, as 
the popular representative who was to aclYo­
rate a just and .considerate attention to its 
interests. The constituency did not return 
him that the consideration of £400 a year 
and an office should interfere with his use­
fulness; that the consideration of a bribe 
offered by the liberal party should affect 
him. He (Mr. De Satge) felt strongly on the 
point, and he spoke in the interest of the town 
that had eleeted the first paid mPmber to 
the Assembly. That honorable member did 
not come down to the Assembly to have his' 
tongue tiPd by a bribe of £400 a year offered 
by the liberal party; and he objected, on 
behalf of Rorkhampton, to the honorahle 
member being put into office. He objected 
as one who had an interest in Rockhampton, 
and as· one closely allied to it-for every 
sheep farmrr in his own constitueney regarded 
l{ockhampton as its natural port-and, as 
one who knew Rockhampton long before the 
honorable member himself. He could not 
understand why the northern party was to 
be lost when they had to vmrk together for 
the whole of the northern districts ; and he 
should vote against the amendment because 
he did not want to lose a man from whom 
everything was expected. He would sup­
port Mr. Forbes. He did not know what 
his qualifications might he ; but he objPcted 
to the representative of a eonstituency that 
might be the capital of a northern colony 
being at the outset tied down by a bribe. 
There were 11lenty of other members who 
could be spared for the chair. 

ThE' Hon. }{. PRING: He was very asto­
nished at the speech whirh he had just 
heard, the more so, because it came from an 
honorahle member who was not new to the 
House-one who had filled a seat in the pre­
vious Assembly, and who well understood the 
usages of Parliament, and who knew that 
the language he had used and reiterated was 
unparliamentary, though he was not Palled 
to order. \Yhen he said that the liberal 
party had of!'ered a bribe to Mr. Fyfe, he 
knPw that he was making a charge against an 
honorahle member that he ought not to make. 
He (Mr. Pring) wanted to know what busi­
ness the honorablP member for Clermont had 
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to bother his head about Rockhampton? He 
did not suppose the Rockhampton people 
would have returned him! vYhy did he not 
attend to his own constituency? What 
reason had he to be indignant because the 
honorable mrmhcr for Rockhampton chose to 
stand for the chairmanship? He might as 
well say, if he (Mr. Pring) put up for office 
that he wanted to sell Brisbane for a bribe. 
Let every man mind his own business, and 
not come into the House to give utterance to 
a lot of absurdities. The honorahle member 
for l{ockhampton was frightened out of his 
life at the vote he was about to give, and how 
he might have to account for having failed to 
~upport the North, and he was obliged to find 
some salve for his conscience. What would 
Rockhampton lose by Mr. Fyfe being elected 
to the ehair? Some honorablc member mu,;t 
he elPcted. vVhat would \V Pst More ton do 
if Mr. Frccl0rick Augustus Forbes was 
elected? 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : He is one of 
three. 

The Hon. R. PRING: One of three men of 
extraorclinary talent and intellPct to represent 
\Vest Moreton. \Vhy, he surely could not 
be spared ! He (lVfr. Pring) hoped, when 
the redistribution of electorates was brought 
about, that one could tlwn be spared. He 
thought the honorable member for Clermont 
had better mind what he was about, if he 
meant to make such speeches as that just 
delivered. He was not going to vote for Mr. 
Forbes. He was not going to butter him up 
by saying that he would make a good Chair­
man of Committees, for he did not think he 
would-he was not fit for the office. He had 
heard that honorable member make spePches 
which he never could understand, and bring 
forward quotations of which he never could 
discover the applicability. He did not think 
he could fill the chair properly, and he could 
never learn to do so. He did not think the 
honorablc member could put a question 
properly ; and if he did, he could never 
understand him. He was not going to blink 
the question. There were two candidates ; 
and he should vote against Mr. l<'orbes, 
because he did not like him, and because 
he did not think the honorahle member 
was fit for the duty of chairman. He 
did think the honorable member for Rock­
hampton was far superior in talent to some 
in the House ; therefore, for his ability, 
which he knew the honorable member posses­
sed, and for his knowledge of parliamentary 
matters, which he was sure the honorable 
member possessed and Mr .. Forbes diu not, 
he should support the amendment. As to 
the question being made a party question, it 
was not because the Premier chose to get up 
and say so, that it was so. It was evident 
why the honorable gcntlenmn had done so : he 
had got one vote already by doing so. He 
had stated his reasons why he would not 
snpport the honorahle member for vVest 
::\foreton, Mr. Forbes; he supported the 
the best man ; and, if another candidate and 

a better than the honorable member for 
Hockhampton had been put forward, he 
would support the best. 

Mr. THORN said it was was well known 
what course he would take on this occasion. 
He was astonished to hear the remarks of 
the honorable member for Brisbane. On the 
last occasion of the election of a Chairman of 
Committees, that honorable gentleman pro· 
posed an honorable member for the office 
from purely party motives. No doubt that 
was the reason, now, why a second candidate 
was brought forward, and the honorable 
gentleman in supporting the amendment was 
only doing the bidding of the honorable 
nwmber for Fortitude Y alley and the horror­
able member for South Brisbane, or else he 
would be hauled over the coals. Vvere there 
no other candidates ? vVhere were the 
honorable members . for East Moreton ? 
The honorable and learned member for Bris­
bane, Mr. Pring, was obliged to give his 
attendance at the House a little oftener now, 
than when he sat for Burnett. Now, with 
regard to the merits of the two gentlemen 
who were candidates for the office :-Some 
hints had been thrown out to the disparage· 
ment of his (Mr. Thorn's) honorable colleague; 
but he could tell the new members that Mr. 
l<'orbes was as well up in the practice and 
usages of Parliament as any honorable mem­
ber of the Assembly, and always was so. In 
addition to that, .Mr. Forbes had been a 
representative for many years, doing the 
service of the country, nearly ever since 
Queensland was a colony. 1fr. Fyfe was 
only a short time in the House, and, whatever 
his qualifications, it was a general rule to 
prefer of two gentlemen the one who had 
served longest and who had always been 
with his party. He asked, again, why was 
not an honorable member for East Moreton 
brought forward? He would have been 
elected if be had been willing. No; Mr. 
Fyfe was brought forward and made a 
tool of; he was brought forward by the 
other side to get another vote. It was all 
through two members, the honorable mem­
ber for East Moreton, Mr. Atkin, and the 
honorable member for South Brisbane. He 
knew of their whole proceedings ; he heard 
them half au hour afterwards. One honorable 
member at a meeting that was held shed tears 
because he could not get the office ; another 
held clown his head, in sorrow, if not in 
anger, that his chance was gone. He (Mr. 
Thorn) assured the honorable member for 
Il.ockhampton that he had no chance, and 
th.at he was being made a tool of by honorable 
members on the Opposition side of the House; 
and that he was being so treated, the honor­
ahle member ought to see clearly. If the 
honorable member for \Vest Moreton should 
be electt'd he would fulfil the duties of 
chairman wit.h pleasure to himself and honor 
to the House. 

Mr. ArKIN had no doubt that the state­
ment made by the honorab\e member for 
vV est Moreton, Mr. Thorn, that he had picked 
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up information relative to Mr. Fyfe's camli­
dature, was perfectly correct, because it was 
the habit of the honorable member to run 
about from place to place touting for odds 
and ends of information to retail. Hr was 
not at all surprised that the honorable mcm­
lJer should make such an admission. The 
honorable member referred to him (Mr. 
Atkin) as if he was one of those who had brongh t 
forward l\fr. Fyfe. Now, he should br v~'ry 
glad if the idea had stru(·k him. On the 
contrary, he had had nothing to do with it, 
having pledged himself to another honorable 
member. He had very great 11leasure in 
supporting Mr. Fyfe's rlaims, believing the 
honorable member woulcl make a very efficient 
chairman; his long experience in the legisla­
ture of a neigh boring colony,· and the fact 
that he was there once offered the very posi­
tion for which he was nO>Y a candidate, should 
prove that he was quite qualified for the 
office. "With reference to what had fallen 
from the honorable member for Clermont, i 
why should he take the town of Rockhamp­
ton under his wing, instead of attending to 
the affairs of his own district? He (.iVIr. 
Atkin) would just remind the honorable 
member that a certain petition had come 
down from Clermont and Copperfield, pray­
ing that the lease of some four hundred miles 
of country might not be p;ranted to the firm 
of Milson, De Satge, aml Co. If the honor- ' 
able member would attend to that in the i 

interests of his constituents, and see that the 
prayer of that petition was acceded to bv the 
Government, his constituents would be"very 
much obliged to him, rather than for talking, 
as he did, about Rockhampton. The hono~·­
able member for Rockhampton, if elected 
Chairman of Committees, would not have his 
hands tied at all. \Vhat ;as the chairman's 
position? Supposing, in committee; that the 
members were equally divided, the chairman 
had the casting vote, and, of course, he could 
record it in accordance with his own views. 
If he had any amendments to be brought 
forward in committee, he would always have' 
a friend who could propose them for him. 
In the House he was as free as any other 
honorable member. He (Mr. Atkin) should 
vote for the honorable member, not onlv 
because he was a northern member, bl{t 
because he was more competent to fulfil the 
duties of Chairman than the honorable mem­
ber for West Moreton, Mr. Forbes. He 
hoped no one would allow himself to be 
influenced by the speech of the honorable 
member for Clermont, which was simply an 
attempt to draw Mr. Fyfe away from his can­
didature by impressing his pride. He 
believed it would be a compliment that would 
be properly appreciated by his constituency, 
if Mr. Fyfe were elected; and he was sure 
that, if elected, the honorable member would 
shew the House that those who supported 
him had acted well and wisely. 

Mr. CRIBB said he could not give a silent 
vote ou this occasion. He considered Mr. 
'forbe~ competer+t for the office; being famitilrr 

with the practice of Parliament, and especially 
the Queensland Parliament, of which he had 
been so long a member. \Vhy, then, should 
the House pass by a gentleman whom they 
knew? They did not know after all, that 
Mr. Fvfe was a suitable man. 

::VIr: ATKJN : Seven years' experience. 
.Mr. 0RIBB: \Yell, then, he had not been a 

member of Parliament longer than .Mr. 
:Forbes. If an office was to be bestowed, 
they were bound to give it to one they knPw 
rathPr than to a stranger. 

Dr. O'DoHERTY said he felt it to be his 
duty to support the amendment. Ho should 
do so for two reasons ;-first, because lw 
sincerely believed that the honorable member 
for Rockhampton had qualities better adaptPtl 
for the oflke of chairman than the gentleman 
who had been proposed by the Government; 
and second, because he thought it was a 
compliment due to the northern members to 
giYe them one of the two appointments 
in the disposal of the Assembly. With regard 
to the objection that had been raised by 
the honorablc member for Clermont, he 
was surprised to hear the statements made 
by him ; and he thought the honorable mem­
ber took a great deal upon himself in _tlw 
presence of the honorable m cm bers for Hock­
hamrJton and Kennedy, who supported J\tlr. 
:Fyf'P, to dictate to thPm as to what was thPir 
duty. There was really no force in the objee­
tion put forward that the honorable member 
for Rockhamr1ton would in any wa.y derogate 
from his duty to his constituents by bPing 
Chairman of Committees. Honorable mem­
bers knew very wPll that, as chairman; his 
independence would not he intPrfered with­
that it was only when the :Estimates werP 
passing that any possible deprivation from 
spPaking might be experienced, and that all 
questiqns of importance were brought up in 
the usual sittings of the House. Therrfore, 
he (Dr. O'DohPrty) felt it his duty to support 
the nomination of the honorable member for 
1\ockhampton. He would say a word, also, 
to the honorable member for Ipswich, J\fr. 
Oribb, who objected that l\Ir. Fyfe was a new 
mah ; and he would remind him that, on the 
last occasion, the House elected a man per­
fpctJy new to the House in preference to one 
who was well known, and who had filled the 
office with great credit. The argument was 
vt>ry strong in favor of the honorable mem­
ber for l{ockhampton. 

~fr. JORDAN observed that he thought he 
ought to say a word or two, though he was 
very unwilling to take up the time of the 
House. He fimcied that the question was 
pretty well settled. He hoped that the horror­
able memlwr for Hoekhamptou wouH bP 
elected, and he should vote for him. The 
Hou'e must make a choice, and only one 
member could be elected, whether this was 
made a party question or not ; and he did 
not think honorablc members need say 
whether they did or did not coincide in that 
view. HP felt thrtt he should make smm' 
l'enun'4 i!l liiiS'II'cl' to the honomhle :rnc-m1W+' 
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for \Ve~t Moreton, Mr. Thorn, who had takeu 
the liberty of using hi~ name in conuection 
with that of his honorable collt>agut>, Mr. 
Atkin, and asked why either of them hacl 
not been chosen for the chairmanship. In 
his own case-simply for the reason that he 
was not a candidate for the office. He never 
thought, and never should think, of occupy­
ing the position ; he had no experience, he 
had no time, and he had no inclination, 
even if he had the time and the experiencl', 
f(Jr the office. He believed it required 
a person of considerable parliamentary expe­
rience, and that the necessary qualities were 
posscssl'd by the candidate nominated by tlw 
Opposition side of the Houst>. He had 
known Mr. Forbt>s a long time ; but from 
what he had heard of the honorable member 
for llockhampton, he belie>ed he was best 
qualified for the office. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC L.I.:KDS: vVith 
rPgard to the candidates before the House, 
there could be no choice, in his mind; both 
from perwnal friendshi l' and from know ledge 
of thP senice.-; which· .Mr. Forbes hall p<'r- : 
formed for this country, he should vote for 
him. The ground the Gonrnment took was 
that this was a party question ; and he shoulcl 
demonstrate that it was a party question out 
of the mouth of the late AttornPy-General, 
who had laid it down as a principle that a 
rptestion \\"aS a party question if the Govern­
ment eonsiderPd it as such. The Government 
considered it as such. ThP honorable and 
learned member for BrisbanE', :i\'1 r. l'ring, 
when movi11g, as he very. kindly did, that he ' 
should occupy the office of chairman in a 
former Assemhly, said that it was a " battle 
royal." His words applied now; this was a 
" battle roval." And the honorable the 
I>remier of-that day-whether he saw that 
it would not do as a battle royal-distinctly 
statetl that he declined to accept it; that "it 
was only a question of party where it was 
eonsidered sueh by the Governnwnt." There 
wai' a compll'te 1\JISWPr. The Government 
said they regarded the present one as a p1trty 
9uPstion, and they were willing to abide by 
1t. There were honorable mPmbers on the 
Ministerial side of the House who highly 
appreciated the honorable member who "1is 
brought forward as thP Opposition candidate, 
and, as a matter of fril'ndship, they would be 
glad to see him in some new position. In 
rl'gard to Mr. Forbes' abilitil's, they all knew 
that he \Yas extremely industrious, that he 
was well up in the forms of the House, and 
that he would pPrform his dutiP' satisfac­
torily. He \Yas a -very old acquaintance, and 
a n·rv old colonist. He had lost his fortune 
here,"it might not be without any fault of his 
own, altogethPr; and honorable mrmbers 
would be certainly not doing an ungraceful 
or impro1Jer act in remembering an old ac­
quaintance. 

The question was then put, and the origi1~al 
motion was carried on a division, as follows :-

Ayes, 15. 
~Ir. Palmer 

, Ram~aY 
RoYds • 
King 
'rhorn 
Ferrett 
Cri!J!J 
De Satgc 
Wienllolt 
Haly 
Moreton 
Scott 
Johnston 
Tllompson 
Walsh 

~oe•, 14. 
Dr. O'Dollerty 
Mr. Lilley 

, Edmondstone 
,, Jordan 
u Handy 
, Bell 

Groom 
:lfacDevitt 

, )lcUwraith 
~files 

" :\!organ 
, Atkin 
, Pring 
, Stephens. 

SOUTH TOOijBL'RRA AND CANNING 
DOWNS RL'NS. 

::\Ir. }YfoRGAX moved-
Th·lt an Adclress be presenteu to the Governor, 

pmyin;; tha~ His ExcellPncy will_ be pleaseu to 
cauec to be placed on the 'l'able of this House,-

(1.) CojJies of all correspondence between the 
lessees of the South Toolburra and Canning Downs 
Runs, having rEference to the subdivision of those 
runs. 

(2.) Copies of all telegrttms and correspondence 
between the lessees of Canning Downs Run and 
the Government departments, having reference to 
selections on the River Condamine, under the 
provisions of the Ijeasing Act of 1866. 

(3.) Copies of telegrams and correspondence 
between the lessees of Canning Downs and the 
2\Iinister for Lands, having reference to the Lucky 
Y alley before and since the survey of that Gold 
Field. 

ThP SECRETARY Fcml'rBLIC LANDS said: The 
Go>ermncnt ha.d no objection to the motion. 
Heturns were often a very gr<'at expense, not 
merely for thP copying of the papers, some of 
which went back, perhaps, several years, but 
otherwise. They were laid on the table, and 
the next thing was to print them, and more 
expl'nse was the consequence. He hoped 
that the honorablc·mcmber had s'ome object 
in moving for the returns ; if his object was 
not to be carried out, there would be no use 
in printing them. vVhat he (the Secretary 
for Lands) proposed would be to lay the 
returns on the table, and, if the honorable 
member would be kind enough to look over 
them, he might make such a selection as 
would answer his purpose. He warned the 
House of the magnitude of the expense of 
preparing and printing returns, many of 
which were ne>er lookPd at afterwards, even 
by the honorable members who called for 
them. The Government were expected to be 
economical, and yet expense almost without 
end was sanctioned hy the House in that way. 
He hoped that the tlpeaker as Chairman of 
the Printing Committee would set his face as 
mnrh as possible against printing papers. It 
was by saving here and there th,tt economy 
was practised. The House had got into a 
slip-shod system of printing everything. 
When the Right Honorable Robert Lo"'e 
thought it not beneath his dignity to make 
regulations as to the use of quill pens in the 
public oJiices, that they should be usPd after 
cul ting more than once, it was not improper 
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that the Queensland Government and the 
House should endeavour to avoid unnecessary 
expense. 

Mr. LrLLEY said he should support the 
motion. He believed that all such very wise 
reforms mentioned, as the using of often-cut 
quill pens, and many others, which got vast 
praise as cheese-parings, had been abandoned. 
Nothing could be more important than the 
fullest information given to the House of all 
matters connected with the administration of 
the lands. They might save the cost of 
printing one return, and lose some very valu­
able land to the people. He recommended 
honorable members, in moving for their 
returns, to fix the time for laying the papers 
on the table. He had found in his experience 
that it was very difficult to get returns from 
the departments. He was not speaking of 
the responsible hPads of the Government. 
He had found it very diflicult to get returns 
to lay on the table, even with the authority 
of a Minister. He recommended honorable 
members to name the time, so that the order 
might be peremptory ; and that there should 
be some very good reason or excuse if the 
returns were not laid on the table in the time 
named. If that were done, he thought there 
would be a little more promptitude displayed 
by the departments. He made the recom­
mendation with no desire to hamper the 
Government. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said there was 
no disposition on the part of the Government 
to refuse any returns relating to the waste 
lands of the Crown, or any other thing; 
they were quite ready to give them. He 
agreed that after returns were prepared at 
great trouble and expense, not one honorable 
member in ten ever looked at them, or took 
the trouble to found any motion on them. 
The returns now asked for involved going 
back through correspondence that extended 
over several years, and he ho11ed when the 
honorable member got them that he would 
take some action upon them. 

Mr. MoRGAN : He would do so. 
The CoLONIAL SECRllTARY: There was 

plenty of time for any honorable member to 
say anything he wanted to say ; but not a 
single reason or argument had been offered 
for the production of the returns moved for. 

Mr. MoRGAN : There was reason enough 
1 

in the 11apers. 
The CoLONIAL SEcRETARY: Expenscmight 

be avoided by printing only so much as was 
necessary. 

J'lfr. MonGAN: He would pick out the tit­
bits. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : The honorable 
member could speak at the proper time, and 
not interrupt another member when addressing 
the House. HP, for one, would not submit to 
be interrupted by any honorable member. 
·with respect to the suggestion made by his 
honorable and learned friend, the member for 
Fortitude Yallcy, he might remark that it 

was easier to make it than to carrv it out. 
The House might order the returns to be laid 
on the table in a week, a fortnight, or at any 
elate they liked; but he should be glad to know 
from any practical man how they could be 
produced. They had power to do many 
things, but whom were they to order to pro­
duce them? The head of the departmPnt, 
the Minister, or the clerk who had to prepare 
the returns? He thought the suggestion 
could not be carried out, and that it would be 
better to leave the matter in the Ministers' 
hands, as before. It was extraordinary what 
reformers persons became when out of office! 
He thought the notice of motion given this 
day, which motion had been earriPd out 
during two sessions, that the Clerk should, 
every vVednesclay, read the list of returns 
ordered and not furnished by the Government, 
would be quite a sufficient check. It ;vas im­
possible for any Minister to furnish such 
returns as those moved for without very con­
siderable delay. The staff of the departments 
was supposed to be equal to the ordinary 
work only, and not to the extraordinary 
work; and no allowances were made for extra 
assistance in the offices. The Government 
Pould promise that they would furnish the 
returns at the earliest possible moment. 

The Hon. R. PRING ·remarked that the 
House had not settled down to their work 
yet; they had not got int{) their stride, much 
more come into the straight running-though 
the honorable member at the head of the 
Government seemed to think he was at home. 
He would not be interrupted by any honor­
able nwmber, said the Premier. \V ell, the 
honorable gentleman must be told that he 
might be sometimes interrupted, and he must 
not threaten the House. 

The CoLONIAL SECHETARY appealed to the 
Chair. He had not threatened the House. 

'lhe SPEAKER: He thought it would be 
better that honorable members should avoid 
expressions calculated to give annoyance or 
to evoke complaint. 

The Hon. R. PRlNG : The honorable 
gentleman might very likely have to submit 
to more interruptions before the session was 
at an end ; and, when they were in accordance 
with the rules of the House, to threaten 
honorable members might be in good taste or 
not-that was a matter of opinion. It was 
highly nPcessary to order returns, cost what 
trouble or money they might, so that honor­
able members should know what was being 
clone with the waste lands of the colony­
especially when they saw the name of 
Canning Downs mentioned in connection 
with them. The honorable member for 
\Y arwick had not asked for the returns to be 
printed. He (Mr. Pring) agrePd with the 
honorable meri1ber for Fortitude Yalley ; and 
he took it that, during a short session of 
l'arliamPnt, extra hands might be put on, and 
extra wages paid in the departments for the 
additional work required. At the same time, 
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he should not be disposed to print any return 
without reason shewn. 

The SEcRETARY FOR PuBLIC \VoRKs, in 
answer to the suggestion of the honorable 
and leamed member for :Fortitude Vallt>y, 
said that if an honorable member could state 
the time in which a return should be prepared, 
he ought to be able to state also what it should 
cost. The House ha.d been asked to order 
large returns, and not a word had been said, 
or a reason ginm, by thP honorable member 
who made the motion for their production; 
and, because his honorahle colleague, in his 
character of a custodian of .the public funds, 
had warned the House against needless 
expenditure, the present discussion arose. It 
happened that he knew something of the 
papers, and he said. tlu1y would be of value; 
ihey would lead to startling exposures-they 
would lead to the exposure of the tricks of 
Ministers am1 of their supporters. 

Mr. ATKIN said if any body on the Opposi­
tion side of the House shewed no necessity 
for the production of the returns, that 
necessity was shewn by the honorablc the 
Serre~ary for Works. The old feeling was 
breakmg out ; the honorable gentleman could 
not avoid making the statement he did make. 
It was very well known that exposures would 
be made-not on the Opposition side of the 
house, however. The members of the Gov­
ernment exhibited extraordinary tenderness 
in connection with this subject. He (Mr. 
Atkin) could not see that the papers were 
very voluminous; there was a certain amount 
of correspondence, and the letters and tele­
grams had to be copied ;-it was not like 
copying tables, and there could not be very 
much expense attached to the production of 
the returns. The very name of Canning 
Downs shewed that they should be lJroducecl. 
Charges had been made in the public press 
and on the platform that most nefarious 
transactions in the lands of the colony had 
taken place ; and when the papers were 
seen, the House VI"Ould know whether the 
charges were true or not. \Vith reference 
to the Lucky V alley Gold Field, he knew 
something, and he thought it was very 
important that the papers should be laid on 
the table and the public made acquainted 
with the facts, whether the expense was 
great or not. 'They were in some office of 
the Lands Department. 

The SEcRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS said 
there seemed to be some mistake, and he 
explained t~at no .objection had been made to 
the productiOn of the returns. 

Mr. GRomr said he should vote for the 
motion of the honora ble member for \V arwic k, 
a~ it was only by these motions that reliable 
information could be obtained. He did not 
say the Government intentionally withheld 
information, but there was always a great 
deal of difficulty in obtaining it. He found 
the Colonial Secretary was actually ignorant 
of the provisions of an Act recently passed, 
the working of which came under his own 

de partnwnt-the Lunacy Amem1ment Act. 
In fact honorable members met in that House 
and passed Acts, but not the slightest care 
appeared to be taken by those who were 
authorised to carry them out. The l\finister 
for Public Lands might call attention to the 
necessity for not producing these papers, but 
he begged to call attention to the fact that 
the action of that honorable member in con­
nection with the Darling Downs Vl"as viewed 
with great suspicion. Perhaps if there were 
no Darling Downs squatters in the Ministry, 
it might be otherwise ; but, as long as that 
was not the case, there would always be a 
feeling of dissatisfaction in reference to that 
district. He was glad these returns had been 
moved for. A great desire had been shewn 
to know how these lands had been manipu­
lated. In another place, a much more volu­
minous return had been asked for, and he 
could assure the honorable member that, if 
these papers were not produced, a much more 
elaborate return would be demanded. He 
hoped the honorable member who moved for 
them would not be deterred by ariy bounce­
able expressions on the part of any member 
of the Ministry, and that he would persevere 
in the course he had taken. He thought a 
great deal of indifference was shewn by mem­
bers with regard to official returns, and that 
the public outside did not get that amount of 
information which ought to be supplied to 
them. If there were not clerks enough to 
prepare these.. returns, there ought to be, con­
sidering the amount of money the country 
had to pay for them. He was afraid that a 
great portion of their time was taken up in 
other pursuits, and in walking about the 
streets instead of attending to their public 
duties. He should certainly support horror­
able members in asking for information in 
connection with these particular lands, and 
he would remind the Minister for LandR that 
the House, and the inhabitants of the Darling 
Downs, were very anxious for information on 
the subject. That honorable member's pre­
decessor in office had made a distinct state­
ment, that to interft?re with them would in­
volve the Government in endless lawsuits. 
K ow, he should like to know if that were 
true, and, if so, were the Govemment pre­
l;ared to come down to the House with any 
remedy r The colony, in the meantinH', was 
losing a large number of colonists, and, under 
the circumstances, the honorable member for 
VYarwick was perfectly justified in asking for 
information. ~'hen the papers were pro­
duced, no doubt a substantial motion would 
be founded upon them. 

Mr. MciLwRA.ITH said he understood that 
the honorable member for Warwick had asked 
for certain pa11ers, and the Minister for Lands 
had replied that they would be laid on the 
table of the House except for one reason­
that their production ·would cost a consider­
able sum of money. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : The 
honorable member was in error. vVhat he 
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said was, that the papers woultl be laid on 
the table. He had only observed, at the 
same time, that they would cost a consider­
able sum of money. 

Mr. MchwRAITH: \V ell, the honorable 
member professed his willingness to supply 
the returns ; and, as a motion would be 
founded upon them by the honorable member 
for Warwick, he thought it was a 1taste of 
time to continue the debate. The discussion 
would come oU: at the proper time, and the 
House could now proeeed with the business 
of the country. 

Mr. HALY said he thought the last speaker 
had misunderstood the Secretary for Lamls. 
He felt sure the honorable member for \Yar· 
wick would be supportecl in his demand for a 
thorough investigation into all matters con­
nected with the Darling Downs, as a great 
deal of dissatisfaction existed among certain 
persons on the subject. It was reported that 
the whole of the land along the railway had 
been taken up under the Act of 1868; and if 
that was the case he thought it was a robbery 
of the colintry which ought to be made public. 

Mr. MonGAN said he could assure the 
honorable member who had read him a lesson 
on his behaviour that his constituents had not 
sent him to the House to offer any factious 
ovposition to the Government. He had no 
desire to put the country to any useless ex· 
pense. He believed the 11apers he asked for 
woulcl furnish some very necessary informa­
tion, and he had therefore movt>d for them. 
'When they were produced, he should not 
move that they be printed unless there should 
be an actual necessity for it. 

}.'he question was put and passed. 

SURYEYS. 
:\Ir. ::\foRGAN moved, pursuant to noticP, 

That there l>e laid on the table of this 
House,-

(1.) A. return of all moneys paid for surveys 
on the Railway Reserve between Gowrie Junction 
and Hendon, and between Gowrie Junction and 
Dalby. 

(2.) Return of all survey fees paid byselectors 
on the Railway Reserve between Gowrie Junction 
and Henclon, an cl between Gowrie Junction and 
Dalby. 

(3.) Copy of the Government instruction to 
the Surveyor-General, authorising that officer to 
cancel surveys. 
His reason for asking for these returns waR, 
that it had come to bP known that a certain 
officer had been cancelling surveys ; and he 
wished the House and the country to know 
what loss had been suffered, and whether 
that officer was authorised to act as he had 
done. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS said he 
could produce numbers 1 and 2; number 3 
did not exist. 

Mr. GnooM said, before the question waK 
1mt, he would offer a few observations. He 
thought the question was too sPrious to be 
passed over without remark, allhough it 

might, perhaps, suit the Minister for Land~ 
to treat it in a cavalier way. It might 1Je 
that no copy of the instructions referred to 
existed ; hut was the honorable gentleman 
aware that the Surveyor-General, recently, 
when in the Supreme Court, had asserted 
his power to override his authority, and io 
override Acts pa~sed by that House? H!' 
thought it was time some action should be 
take{l to restrain an official, in cases of' this 
kind. That officer had admitted, in giving 
evidence in a court of justice, that nine 
allotments had l>een proclaimed and offered 
for sale ; that, owing to circumstances which 
had not yet been cxplainPd, they were with­
drawn from sale, aml that, shortly after­
wards, a gentleman occupying the position of 
a member of that House had applied to the 
Lands Department to have these nine sur­
veyed allotments put into one unsurveyed 
allotment; and the Survcvor-General had 
asserted that he posse.ssed the power to 
cancel the survPys, and to declare the land 
unsurveyed. Now, who gave him that 
power? He had, in fact, given the lantl, in 
one allotment, for a lower price than it would 
have brought as originally proclaimed. '\V ell, 
what did they find? The Secretary for 
Lands, in three words, stated that no such 
instructions had bePn gin•n to the Surveyor­
General. That officer, then, possessed more 
power than the honorable member himself. 
He really thought that, in justice to the 
country, the Government ~houl-cl give some 
explanation on the subject, and state whether 
it was their intention to allow one of their 
officers to exercise such arbitrary powE'r for 
the future-to override the Acts of the 
Hous<', and to place his own construCtion 
upon them. If he were allowed to do so, the 
sooner he was removed from his ·office the 
better. · 

The question was put and passGd. 

PRAYERS ON OPENING THE PROCEED· 
INGS OF THE liOU::lE. 

l\Ir. :\IciLWRAITH moved, pursuant to 
noli cc-

That the practice of opening the proceedings of 
the House of Assembly each day by reading 
prayer be abolished. 
He said, in l>ringing forward this motion he 
hatl no wish to hurt the religious feelings or 
sensibilitiPs of any member of the House; he 
would endeavour to keep religion as much out 
of the question as po~~ible. The strongest 
argument he had to address to the House in 
favor of abolishing the practice of reading 
prayers was, that in an Assembly of this 
kind pray<'r should be thoroughly unanimous ; 
and if there were but one member who dis­
spnted from the practice, and who could not 
conscientiously attend while the prayer was 
bein(J' read, there was sufficient rea~on to dis­
l'ont~me it. If the practice were abolished 
nothing would be lost; as whatcn>r effects were 
obtained from it could be ol>tained by every 
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member who thought :fit to doindividuallywhat 
now the House was forced to do collectively. 
There were but few precedents to bring 
forward in support of the motion, because 
there were not many places where the cir­
cumstances were the same. In England the 
case was very different, because there there 
was an established religion, which there was 
not here. The mode of conducting the prayers 
in the House of Commons too, as well as the 
form of prayer, were very different. They 
were read by a chaplain, not in the House, 
but in the Speaker's room, where the 
members knelt down; and if that were done 
here, he should not object, though as a 
member he should not attend himself. The 
only precedents which could be brought 
forward must be taken from the other 
colonies, where the attendant circumstances 
were much the same as in Queensland. He 
would take Victoria as an instance. 'l'he 
practice had been abolished there because 
there were certain members who could not 
conscientiously sit in the House while the 
prayers were being read, and it was not in 
force now. There was also a slight argument 
in favor of abolishing the practice to be 
found in the fact that here no minister 
of religion was allowed to take a seat 
in the House. The ground upon which 
that provision was made was, ·he believed, 
not a desire to exclude religion as to preTent 
clergymen from bringing into the House the 
amount of influence they possessed outside of 
it. Referring to the colony of Victoria, which 
he had cited as a precedent, and to the results 
which had followed the abolition of the prac­
tice there, 1t would be found that they had not 
gone back at all-that, in fact, no results, either 
one way or the other, had followed. The 
custom crf reading prayers on the commence­
ment of the proceedings of the House was 
first initiated in this colony in 1860, by the 
following motion by the present honorable 
member for East Moreton, Mr. Jordan:-

" 1. That this !House, feeling the need of 
Divine counsel to guide its deliberations, and as 
a public acknowledge of God, resolves to open 
its proceedings with prayer. 

" 2. That the form of prayer contained in 
the Prayer Book of the Church of England, 
entitled a 'Prayer for the High Court of Parlia­
ment,' with some slight' alterations, be the form 
adopted-the prayer to be read by the Honorable 
the Speaker upon his taking the Chair, or in the 
Speaker's absence by the Chairman of Committees, 
or the Clerk of the Assembly, before commencing 
the ordinary business of the day-the expressions 
in the prayer 'thy Church,' :and 'thy whole 
Church,' being understood to include all denomi­
nations of Christians." 

He quoted the motion, as it appeared to 
embrace all the arguments adduced in its 
favor. For his part, he thought the proposi­
tion savored of profanity : it looked like 
patronizing God by bringing his name pub­
licly forward at the commencement of pro­
ceedings. He did not know that he had any· 

l) 

thing more to say. He based his argument 
chiefly on the fact that there were members 
who could not conscientiously sit there while 
the prayer was read. He, for one, disap· 
proved of the form of prayer, and the way in 
whie.h it was read. He could understand 
that members might desire to invoke Divine 
assistance in any particular emergency ; but 
to enter the House and immediately to join 
in a particular form of prayer, as was done 
in this Assembly, was a practice of which he 
could not approve. 

Dr. O'DoHERTY seconded the motion. He 
believed that the only rational ground for 
adhering to this practice was the belief that 
the proceedings and deliberations of the 
Assembly required the aid of Divine pro­
vidence. Now, he had had two or three 
years' experience in the proceedings of the 
House, and the only palpable and visible effect 
of this custom, as far as he could see-the 
only influence which had been the result­
was the influence of the squatting party in 
the House. No doubt they believed that they 
ruled the House and the country by Divine 
right, and perhaps they ascribed that to 
the effect of the prayers which were read 
daily. He did not think that the country 
would coincide with them, and he was 
quite inclined to agree with the honorable 
member for "\Varrego, that the custom, in its 
results, savored of profanity. He confessed 
that he himself should long sinco haTe taken 
steps to alter this practice, but he had been 

. deterred from doing so so long as the ancient, 
venerable, and patriarchial gentleman who 
had so long presided over their deliberations, 
had fulfilled the duty of reading prayers. 
The Tery appearance of that venerable gentlea 
man must, he felt sure, have been sufficient to 
induce honorable members to listen to the 
prayer "llith respect. But now he found a 
change. That gentleman's place was now 
occupied by one who did not possess the 
venerable aspect of his predecessor, tkough 
he, doubtless, possessed qualifications which 
peculiarly :fitted him to occupy that honorable 
position. He must, however, confess that 
the feeling which, during the occupancy of 
the Chair by the late venerable Speaker, 
induced him to uphold the practice, no longer 
existed. Were the Legislative Assembly of 
Queensland in the position of the British 
House of Commons, with a chaplain at hand 
to perform the duty, he might, perhaps, alter 
his opinion, for he would venture to say that 
no member of the House had a greater 
respect for the institution of prayer, or more 
fully believed in its efficacy, than himself. 

Jlvir. MrLES supported the motion, because 
he looked upon the daily repetition of a 
formal prayer simply as a mockery, and he 
thought, now that a new Speaker had been 
elected, it was an opportune time to discon~ 
tinue the practice. His objection to it was 
not based on any unfitness on the part of the 
honorable gentleman who now occupied the 
Chair. It had been, stated in one o£ the 
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public journals that it would be unseemly for 
that honorable gentleman to read prayers to 
the House ; but, for his part, he considered 
the honorable member to be quite compeLPnt 
to do that, or anything else. If the motion 
were pressed to a division, he should vote 
for it. 

Mr. MacDEYITT said, that being a new 
member, and not much versed in the pro­
ceedings of the House, he had hardly had an 
opportunity of knowing what the nature of 
the prayer was; but having read it, he should 
cordially support the motion, because he 
quite concurred with the mover that if any 
member of the House conscientiously objected 
to it, it should be discontinued. He would 
go a little further, and express his opinion 
that the practice should be abolished-not 
only if there were any members who objected 
to it, but if it was likely there would hereafter 
be any members who would do so. If persons 
who were eligible to become members of the 
House did not believe in it, it was not fair 
that those whose piety was so exuberant 
should insist upon it at the expense of other 
people's feelings. If they all believed in the 
efficacy of prayer, they must all admit it 
was that which was earnestly put forth. 
They were told to "pray in secret," and the 
formal and public way in which the daily 
prayer was read in that chamber was, in his 
opinion, objectionable. Besides which, the 
initiation of the proceedings of the House 
with prayer frequently offered such a striking 
contrast to the subsequent proceedings, that 
the prayer became little more than a mockery. 
Even that very evening, there had been an 
altercation between the Premier and the 
honorable member for North Brisbane ; and 
while members possessed the natural attri­
butes of humanity, these scenes would occur. 
'l'he chief ground, however, upon which he 
supported the motion was the argument of 
the mover, that if any one member objected 
from conscientious grounds to join in the 
prayer, it ought to be discontinued. 

Mr. HALY said he should not have risen 
but for the extraordinary argument made use 
of by the honorable member for Kennedy­
that because an altercation had taken place 
between two members there should be no 
prayer. The honorable member might just 
as well say there should be no religion at 
all, because it was well known that there 
were black sheep in every religious body. 
He could not agree with that argument, 
and therefore he should vote against the mo­
tion. He was sorry to see this motion made 
after prayers had been read for so many years 
in that House. Any member obJecting to 
attend could remain outside until the prayer 
was over-he need not come in unless he 
chose. He could not see why, if the majority 
of members wished to pray that their deliber­
ations should be of advantage to the country, 
they should be prevented from doing so be­
cause one or two objected to attend. He hoped 
every honorable member present would give 

his vote conscientiously. He was sorry to 
see any discussion arise upon it. He was 
also sorry to hear the honorable member for 
North Brisbane talk about the squatters 
having a Divine right. They certainly had 
the right given them to occupy the country, 
but what they had got out of it they had got 
by hard work, and for that they returned 
thanks to the Giver of all good. He did not 
see that the squatters made a whit worse 
colonists than the honorable member himself, 
or why that honorable member should take 
upon himself to abuse them as he had done. 
'l'hey had made the colony what it was, and 
had borne the brunt and burden of the work. 
It was disgraceful on the part of any man to 
make use of such pitiful remarks for the sake 
of gaining a little political popularity. He 
affirmed that the squatters were a hard 
working and industrious class, and he was 
not ashamed to say he was a squatter. He 
was as good a member of the community as 
the honorable member, and knew more about 
the wants of the country than he did ; but he 
did not bring his profession into everything 
he said, nor did he make any remarks about 
the honorable member's profession. He might 
perhaps go to the honorable member if he 
wanted him, but the less he went the better 
he should be satisfied. He hoped the horror­
able member would not continue to bring the 
squatting question into every ·subject he dis­
cussed, and that if he had anything to say 
against the squatters, he would say it in a 
straightfor;mrd and manly way. He did not 
like to see that interest dragged before the 
House in such an unseemly manner. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said he thought 
the proposition to abolish a custom which had 
been established for so many years, ought to 
be supported by some stronger arguments 
than any he had listened to that evening. 
He believed all the members of the House 
were christians, and it was only proper for 
christians of all denominations to invoke the 
DiYine blessing upon their actions. There 
could at any rate be no harm in opening the 
proceedings of the House with prayer. He 
had never heard of any harm resulting from 
the practice, and he saw no reason to alter 
his opinion on the subject. The for~ of 
prayer used was a beautiful and a very 
simple one. There was no necessity for any 
member who did not wish to join in it to 
enter the chamber while it was being read. 
He did not think the change in the Speaker­
ship had anything to do with the question. 
He should listen to the prayer with the same 
respect and attention if it were read by any 
member of the House, as he had done when 
it was read by the late Speaker. The reasons 
adduced in favor of abolishing the practice 
were the weakest reasons he had ever heard. 
One honorable member objected to it, because 
there had been a slight altercation between 
himself and the honorable member for North 
Brisbane not very long afterwards. He could 
assure that hono1·able member that if he 
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occupied a seat in that House much longer, he 
would look upon that little difference of opin­
ion as a mere flash in the pan. In fact, he 
(Mr. Palmer) had forgotten the words that 
were used. That he thought was a very poor 
reason ; and if, as an honorable member 
said, they did not appear much better for 
the prayer, he should consider how much 
worse they might have been without it. No 
House required it more; and he, for one, 
should adhere to the custom which he thought 
had been wisely established. 

Mr. KING said the chief reason given for 
the adoption of this motion was, that if one or 
two members objected to it, it ought to be 
discontinued. Now he did not look upon the 
form used as a prayer, so much as a formal 
acknowledgment that without the blessing 
of God, the deliberations of members would 
be useless. \Vith regard to the prayer itself, 
there was no one to whom it could be offen­
sive; and even if, at any future time, a Jew 
should obtain a seat in the House, he did not 
suppose he would object to acknowledge that 
the Divine blessing was necessary. There 
was certainly one argument which had some 
little force, and that was that a too great 
familiarity with religious things tended to 
lessen the respect for them ; but he did not 
think that argument was a very strong one, 
or that the daily repetition of this prayer 
would have the effect of producing any levity 
of fcc.li!:g iz: CO:;J.nce~.ioi: ~it,b_ :rcligic:J.. Pc-:r 
these reasons he thought it desirable that the 
practice should be continued, and he should 
vote against the motion. 

.Nlr. JoRDAN said he regretted that the 
honorable member for the W arrego had 
brought forward the motion now under dis­
cussion. The practice of opening the pro­
ceedings of the House with prayer had 
obtained for ten years. It was adopted on 
the establis.J;iment of parliamentary govern­
ment in Queensland, and was adopted almost 
unanimously by both branches of the Legis­
lature. He would repeat that he regretted 
the honorable member for the V\" arrego had 
moved that the practice should be abolished. 
He must. at the same time, say that he was 
very much pleased with the tone and spirit 
that had characterised the debate. In the 
course of the debate nothing whatever had 
been said that could be regarded as offensive 
to any honorable member on either side of 
the House ; and he was glad to think that the 
motion would be lost, and that the practice 
which had hitherto existed in connection with 
the opening of the proceedings of Parliament 
would not be abolished. Both chambers of 
the Legislature in :England were opened with 
prayer, which service was conducted not in 
either House, but in the chapel connected 
with the House. That practice had been 
imitated by the United ~Hates of America, 
since the establishment of an independent 
government in America. Though in America 
they had no State church, it was considered 
decorous, seemly, and re>erent, to have a 

chaplain to open the proceedings of the Legis­
lative .bodies of the several states, and of 
Congress, with..prayer. In the Legislature of 
New South Wales it was at one time proposed 
to open the Parliament with prayer, but the 
motion was objected to, on the ground that 
it would cause discord as to who should 
be the chaplain of the House, but not 
on the ground that it would be indecorous 
or disadvantageous to honorable members 
that the proceedings of the House should be 
opened with prayer. It was afterwards pro­
posed that the opening service should be read 
by a clergyman of the Church of England ; 
but again it fell through, because of the 
difficulty experienced in making a satisfactory 
arrangement. He believed that it was for 
somewhat similar reasons a proposition for 
opening the proceedings of the Parliament 
of Victoria with prayer fell through. Now, 
the difficulties that were raised in New 
South Wales and Victoria were avoided 
in this colony by the arrangement being 
come to that the prayer should be read 
by the honorable the Speaker. It was 
he himself who suggested that plan, 
and it was unanimously adopted by the 
House. He also selected the form of prayer 
from the Church of England Prayer Book, 
with one or two slight alterations; and its 
title wa~ simply a prayer for the High Court 
of Parliament. The Government of the day 
2.i2:. Zlot bri::g fuz--;;z:..:-d ttc. :::c-t3n2l, hi.!.'t they 
promised him their support, and the resolu­
tions he submitted were adopted almost 
unanimously by both Houses. Now, the 
custom of reading prayers had never done any 
harm to any one, and it might have done 
good to some. It was certainly too much to 
say that any honorable member did not join 
sincerely in the opening prayers. There 
could be no doubt that there was a degeneracy 
in prayer, but who was to judge his neighbor P 
and who could say that some word or some 
sentiment might not at some time so 
impress the minds of those who were 
present as to be, in the very highest possible 
sense of the term, beneficial to them? 
Most honorable members were present when 
prayers were read, and he did not believe 
that there was one honorable member who 
was not ready to admit that it was decorous, 
seemly, and advantageous that the pro­
ceedings of the House should be opened 
with pra:r.er. He had no hesitation in 
saying that it was he who selected the 
prayer that had hitherto been used, from the 
Clrurch of England Prayer Book, and he did 
not think there was any one could object 
to it. It was related of the celebrated 
Frenchman, ::11. Guizot, that there were two 
things which especially attracted his attention 
during his visit to l£ngland. The one was 
that he saw inscribed over the main entrance 
of the Exhibition building in Hyde Park, in 
1851, the words-" The Earth is the Lord's 
and the Fullness thereof." He understood 
that it was the late Prince Consort who 
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suggested the adoption of those words ' 
instead of any Latin or Greek inscription. 
The other matter that chiefly attracted the 
attention of M. Guizot during the same visit 
to England, was to find that the Houses of 
Parliament were opened with prayer. It 
J;Uight be said, and truly said, that there 
were times and places appropriate for every­
thing; and that churches were the proper 
places for prayer. Now, here, honorable 
members were assembled for the grave and 
serious purposes of legislation ; and he main­
tained that if there was any work requiring, 
more than another, the blessing of Divine 
guidance, it was that of legislating for the 
welfare of the colony. If there were any 
honorable members whose prejudic·es might 
be offended by the reading of prayers, it 
would be very easy for them to remain 
outside the chamber while prayers were 
being read, and in that way shew that they 
had a sympathy for what they might consider 
to be the weaknesses of other honorable 
members. If it was considered to be a weak­
ness on the part of those who desired to have 
the proceedings of Parliament opened with 
prayer, he would remind honorable members 
who thought so, that those whom they con­
sidered to be weak members were in very 
good company in this matter, inasmuch as it 
was the practice of the British Parliament 
that the proceedings of both Houses of 
Parliament should on every day of meet­
ing be opened with prayer. He believed, 
besides, that a most excellent impression 
was produced on the people of England 
by the fact that the Legislature had adopted 
the solemn form of opening the daily 
proceedings of the Parliament that was ob­
served in England and America. He could 
assure the House that the fact of its being 
known in England that the form of opening 
the daily sittings of Parliament at home was 
observed here, exercised a most impressive 
effect upon the minds of those disposed to 
emigrate to this colony. The practice of 
o~ening the daily meetings of Parliament 
'Wlth prayer had extended over ten years; and 
also, as the practice had been adopted in 
accordance with the example of the Imperial 
Parliament, he thought that it would not only 
be wrong in principle, but that it would be a 
very great mistake, now, to do away with it. 
By way of amendment he would, in conclusion, 
move the previous question. 

The amendment was not seconclecl, and 
therefore, could not be put. The original 
motion was then put and negatived. 

Wages Bill. 




