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76 .Address in Reply [ASSEMBLY.] to Opening Speerl1. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Tltttrsday, 7 July, 1870. 

Address in Reply-Resumption of Debate. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY-RESUMPTION OF 
DEBATE. 

The Address (p. 19) and the amendment 
(p. 29) were read. 

Question-
" That the words proposed to be omitted stand 

part of the question." 
Mr. vYILLI.A.MS said he should support the 

Government most decidedly on this occasion. 
He should endeavor to make his reasons as 
plain as he possibly could ; but 1Jefore he en­
tered on his speech, he appealed to the House 
to bear with him as tenderly as they coultl, 
i~;asmuch as he was suffering from an affec­
tion over which he had no control, and which 
-would prevent his dealing with the subject as 
it deserved. He should first say a few words 
with reference to the vote he gave to turn out 
the late Government. He had no sympathy 
whatever with the speech that was made by 
the honorable member for Northern Downs, 
nor with the sentiments expressed by him ; 
and he did not give his vote on that occasion 
against the then Premier, but against the late 
Government, because he believed that they 
were unfit to govern the country; and he was 
still of the same opinion. He was surprised, 
astonished, knowing as he did the character 
of the honorable member for Northern Downs, 
to see him, after the extraordinary speech 
made by him on that occasion, take the posi­
tion he occupied to-day. He should like to 
know what induced him to sit on the Opposi­
tion side of the H ous0, after his extraordinary 
speech against the most sinlcss of the late 
Government. He looked U]JOll the honorable 
member for Fortitude Valley as the most 
sinless man of the bad lot associated with 
him; and, because they were a bad lot, 
he had been very glad to vote against them 
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under any circumstances. He hoped that 
the honorable member for Northern Downs 
would explain his conduct: it was contra­
dictory; it rendered his speech a nullity, 
of no effect; and, whether he was temporising 
with his constituents or not, it was the most 
inexplicable thing that he oyer heard of or 
looketl upon. 'l'he late Premier was the Yery 
best man, and beyond comparison with his 
colleagues, of the late GoYernmcnt. vVith 
reference to the steamer and the school 
questions for which, it was said, the honorable 
member had been found fault with in the 
Governor's Speech, he (Mr. vVilliams) stated 
candidly that, knowing what he did of him, if he 
could believe in his heart that the reference to 
them was intended as a sluruponthe honorable 
member, he would go over to the Opposition 
and vote with them. He believed now, that he 
honorable member's action in regard to the 
steamer was a statesmanlike ono'; it was an 
action that none but a statesman could take 
or contemplate ; and he had reason to believe 
-he thought he might say, he knew it-that 
the honorable member acted in opposition 
to the views of his colleagues-but, for 
expediency sake, they agreed v1·ith him! 
'l'he honorable member for Fortitude Yalley 
had proved himself a statesman by taking the 
action that he did take, not only in reference 
to the steamer, hut also in giving free educa· 
tion to the children of the colony. He (Mr. 
"\Villiams) gloried in the man; and he re· 
gretted extremely that he (Mr. Lilley) could not 
sec his way clear to coming over to the men who 
did not abuse him. He vras unable to be pre­
sent at the opening of Parliament, to hear His 
J<:xcellency the Governor deliver his Speech; 
but, as soon as he arriYed in Brisbane, he 
made it his business to find out what sort of 
a Speech it was. He had read it over very 
carefully, more than once, to see whether, 
after a night's sleeping on it, he could come 
to any diJI'erent conclusion from that he at 
first formed; and he now told the House 
fearlessly that it was one of the best speeches 
ever put into the Governor's mouth since 
Queensland was a colony. It did not promise 
so much, but only what the Government 
meant to carry out.· The Governors' Speeches 
that Parliament had hitherto heard, were a 
lot of fulsome bunkum- blatherskiting­
things, promises that the Gon~rmncnt had no 
more intention of carrying out than he had of 
flying to the moon. The present Speech had 
nothing in it but what was rem:onahle, and 
>Yhat, under reasonable circumstances, could 
be carried out. It did not suggest the 
carrying of a railway from ono' oml of 
Australia to the other, tltrough this colony, to 
tlle Gulf of Oarpcntaria! Sujiposing the 
lwnomblo member f(w .Eastern D(nYns was 
Premier, the House would have seen a 
paragraph in the Speech to the effect that 
His .Excellency's Advisers recommended that 
a line of railway from the southern to the 
northern extremity of the C'Olony shouhl be 
made. But would he ever carry it out ? 

Nothing of the kind: it was all bunkum. 
vVho were the men of progression ?-the 
men who promised everything, and whose 
propositions were those of madmen, which 
could not be carried out; or the men who 
proposed little, and only what they could 
carry out P None hut lunatics would pretend 
to the extravagant opinions advanced by some 
gentlemen who came forward as advocates of 
a progressive policy. There was no progress 
in bunkum ; and nearly all the speeches 
the House had heard from the Opposi­
tion were bunkum. He did not think it 
would be necessary for him to go through 
the Opening Speech, clause by elausc ; 
there was none of it that he could find fault 
with, according to his o;wn interpretation. 
He did not accept the interpretation put 
upon it by honorable members of the Op­
position. He approved of the Speech, and 
he would support the general carrying of it 
out. He wanted to know what the Opposition 
was about? He asked the honorable member 
for Eastern Downs what it was about? He 
asked him, as a man, was it not that he 
wanted a thousand a year? Was there a 
single clause in the Governor's Speech that 
he could object to? He had made a lot of 
amendments; there was not a principle in 
them that he could carry out; and what was 
the use of wasting the time of honorable 
members over them ? The Opposition had 
taken a personal turn, and it was of a most 
improper character. He (Mr. vYilliams) said 
so advisedly; and he hoped the day was not 
far distant when the conduct of honorable 
members who instigated and led that Oppo­
sition would be hurled in their teeth ! They 
were not worthy of the Government. The 
Opposition had nothing to do ·with the de­
merits or merits of the present Ministry, 
about whose character as men ancl statesmen 
not a word was said. Its promoters were 
actuated purely by factious, personal, deter­
minedly selfish motives, for the sake of 
office and a thousand a year, and nothing 
else. \Vhen he first had the honor of a scat 
in the House, he allied himself with what was 
called "the great liberal party"; and, now, 
he stood self-convicted of having been a fool; 
for, of all the counterfeits he ever met with 
in the whole course of hi~ life, that so-eallecl 
liberal party was the greatest. He believed 
he was always and was still a liberal, and he 
had associated himself with them because 
they called themselves liberals ; but what 
did he find ?-that they were liberal only in 
abuse; they were committed to prodigality, 
pledged to spend the people's money. 
vVhat they called liberality, he called, in 
miltlest language, Jlrodigality. It would be 
in the memory of lwnorable members, thab 
before he was in the House six months, he 
found he was in bad com11any-that he was 
in the wrong shop ; he found that his allies 
·were the genllemcn from the northern dis­
tricts : the lilwral party were so clever, it 
took him six months to find that out. He 
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had had enough of them ; he -was disrrustod 
with them; he had found them out, ;{nd he 
now discarded them. He did not want them 
to vote with the Government ; he, as a minis­
terial supporter, would rather be quit of 
them; he should not appeal to them. I.et 
them vote where they "\Yore. He hoped what 
he was saying would not only go to his own 
constituents, but to the constituents of the 
honorable members for East Moreton, who 
did not represent them; to the constituents 
of the honorable members for Brisbane, who 
did not represent them; to the constituents 
of the honorable member for Drayton and 
'l'oowoombo, who did not represent them. 
The present Government were the first, since 
Separation, that recognised the wants of the 
farmers of Queensland ; not by blowing and 
blatherskiting, as the honorable member for 
Eastel'n Downs would do, but in a tangible 
shape : they had come doirn to ask the 
House to go in for a loan of £50,000, to 
enable the farmers, not only in East and 
vY est Moreton, but in all Queensland, to 
bring their produce to market. Did ever 
any Premier offer that before ? Yet the 
Government were called "pure merino." 
'l'hcy were the best supporters of agriculture 
the country ever had. There were no farmers 
on the Op]Josition. One reason why he would 
SU]Jport the Government was, their recogni­
tion of the agricultural interest ; and he 
would do all he could to keep them in the 
position they occU}Jied. He supposed he 
need not say anything about their per­
sonal character; but, he supposed that it 
stood as good as that of any other four or 
five gentlemen who ever occupied seats in 
the House. It had been hinted to him that 
there were men better qualified-he did not 
know whether morally or socially ; but he 
did not care how. First of all, he -would go 
to the Premier. Did any one in the House 
ever hear a more manly and straightfonvard 
S}leech than his exposition of the policy 
of his Government P vYas there any bun­
kum about that? Was there any blowing 
or beating about the bush for popularity 
sake? No. l<'or his merits as a statesman, 
every honorable member should support 
him, ancl for his plain, practical speech, 
the House must respect him. Then, there 
was the Treasurer. He (Mr. Williams), 
knew as little about him, perhaps, as he 
did about anybody in the House. His man­
ner, he would not say it was attractive, 
but it certainly was not repulsive ; and 
the way in which he carried out his part 
of the programme was such as must have 
commended itself to those who were going 
to vote against him on the present occa­
sion. He knew exactly how they were 
all going to vote ; but it could not be 
said by those adverse to the Government, 
that their opposition was in consequence of 
any failure on the part of the honorable the 
Colonial Treasurer to make himself under­
stood. Although his lwnora ble fricncl and 

colleague (the Secretary for Public Lands) 
said it pretty plainly, last night, it was worth 
repeating-the Opposition believed that them­
selves and the country were in a very bad 

·state, and they were afraid to "take stock." 
His honorable friend for Brisbane (Mr. 
Fraser) understood the term; he (Mr. "\Vil­
liams) used trade terms,-he was not so well 
up in parliamentary business as he was in 
commercial affairs. The Opposition were 
afraid to take stock, afrn.icl to see the balance 
sheet. If they did see it, all their grand imagi­
nary schemes of the Government making rail­
ways, would go off' with the wind. They were 
the greatest lot of cowards he ever saw in his 
life. The Minister for vYorks, fi·om what he 
was told, be >V::ts prepared to defend, with all 
his faults. In spite of the honorable member 
for Eastern Do~>ns' manoouvring, nmnagc­
ment, coquetting, and humbugging, he told 
him that if the present Ministry lasted six 
months, the lwnorable member for Mary­
borough woulll be far more popular than was 
ever the Minister for vYorks in the Macalistl'r 
Govemment. \Vhy? Simply because the 
honorable member for :Maryborough know 
ho"' to treat the poor man when he went to 
him ; he was, without exception, the most 
agreeable man to do business with that IJer­
sons used to going to the \Vorks' Department 
hacl ever met. Because he was peculiar, 
somebody had said he was an Ishmaclite, and 
again that he ;vas Mephistophcles ! The 
way in which the honorable member worked 
in his office, and the manner in which he 
treated all persons who had communica~ions 
with him, as the bead of the Public "\Vorks 
Department, entitled him to support; and he 
(Mr. \Villiams) should be glad to find cir­
cumstances such, that the honorable gentle­
man would remain in his present position a 
long time, as he believed it would be for the 
benefit of the country. Impracticable, some 
liked to call the honorable member for Mary­
borough ; but he was not the only one that 
had been called impracticable. Unfortunately, 
he (;}fr. vYilliams) was old enough to remem­
ber that a great politican, the Ri'ght Hon. 
John Bright, was called impracticable, one 
whose hand was against every man, and every 
man'; hand against him; there "'as hardly <1 
word in the English language sufficiently bud 
to express what he was thought to be ;-yet, 
where was he now P He >Yas courted by the 
wealthy; he -was high in position, near his 
::lovcreign; he iYas a great statesman, as he 
(Mr. vYilliams) had ulways thought him;­
and he belicYed that the honorable member for 
Maryborongh would turn out something like 
him. Give him a chance to do it! John Bright 
was denounced, as well as the honorable the 
Secretary for Public vYorks. Give him the 
opportunity of becoming acquainted with 
the requirements of the public service, and 
the House and the country would find him 
ono of the most valuable men that the colony 
ever had the advantage of securing in its 
service. Referring to the fifth raragraph of 
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the Governor's Speech, in connection with 
the remarks of -the honorable member for 
IN arrego, he wished to say that however 
able a railway engineer, contractor, or manu­
facturer that honorable member might be, he· 
was not a financier. He lwpell the day was 
far distant when that honorablc member 
would have anything to do with the finances 
of this colony. The honorablc member told 
the House that he was going in for pro­
tection ; and he argued that, because there 
was a duty IYhich protected the sugar­
growers, the House had admitted the prin­
ciple of protection. J'\ ow, he (Mr. \Yilliams) 
denied that altogether. If the honorable 
member for W an·ego would take the trouble 
to ask the honorable member for South 
Brisbane, or the new Treasurer, or any 
honorable member who was ever Treasurer, 
or the Collector of Customs, or anybody who 
knew anything about the matter, he would 
be told that the sugar duty had nothing 
whatever to do with protection: it was simply 
a question of revenue. The country could 
not be carried on without revenue. If the 
House were told that the duty did protect 
the sugar-growcr--

Mr. MclLWRAITH: So it did. That was 
what he said. 

.Mr. vVILLIAMS: That was another matter. 
That it operated as a protection to him was 
admitted; but he must not be told that that 
duty was a protective duty. The honorable 
member knew nothing about free-trade or 
finance ; though he knew· something about 
railways. Ho (lVIr. Willi1tms) had no doubt 
the honorable member came here expecting 
that he would find an opening in which lte 
would do something of profit, something for 
his own advantage and gain. But, no;y, he 
would discuss protection with the honorable 
member for Drayton and Toowoomba, who 
·would have the advantage, being more 
eloquent than he ; but, if the honorable mem­
ber would cqme to facts and data, he would 
leave him without a leg to stand on. It was 
the most effete, rotten, worthless proposition 
that was ever heard of; it was dead and gone, 
buried, and could not be recuscitatecl. Last 
week he had an opportunity of speaking with 
one of the honorable member's constituents, 
a farmer; and he asked him what his idea of 
protection was-the man having informed him 
that he had been educated in protection by 
his representative, the honorable member for 
Drayton and Toowoomba. This was the 
man's idea :-That the farmers of Queensland 
should be 11rotected by a fixed duly of two 
shillings and sixpence Jlcr bushel on maize, 
four shillings and sixpence on wheat, and 
seven pounds per ton on hay ! N o;1·, he 
asked the House, or the Opposition, were 
they prepared to endorse such a protective 
system as that? IV as that the protectiYe 
system shadowed forth by the honorable 
member for Eastern Downs to promote 
colonial inllustry? In addition, the farmers, 
educated in protection, wanted the protection 

of cheap railway rates for carrying their 
produce to Ipswich. Yet with all disadvan­
tages against them, the unfortunate farmers 
of East and vY est More ton had sent up, 
in one month, more than the graDary of 
Queensland had sent clown in two years ! 
Now, after that, he was not surprised that 
the men educated by the honorable member 
for Drayton and Toowoomba wanted protec­
tion. God protect them ! The question of 
railways seemed to be one put prominently 
by the Opposition; and if a late honorable 
member for Ipswich wore in the House, he 
·would have to designate a. new disease which 
afllictecl them, especially the honorable mem­
bers for East lVIoreton, Brisbane, ·w arrcgo, 
and Northern Downs ; and which disease, for 
want of a better term, he (Mr. \Yilliams) 
would call "railways on the brain." "VVhy 
did not they, like honest men, say if they 
could afford the rail ways ? If they could, an cl 
shew him how, he would support them. He 
was not opposed to railways, if they would 
allow the Treasurer to make his statement. If 
that statement was conclusive, that the Gov­
ernment could afford to make a railway 
between Ipswich aucl Brisbane, he would go 
in for it heart and soul. He knew that the 
colony had been brought to the verge of ruin 

. by the extrangant expenditure on railways 
i heretofore, and he did not want to go into 
' additional debt even to finish, as it was called, 

existing lines; and if additional debt was 
to be incul'l'ecl, he would oppose railways, no 
matter where they were to go to or come 

. from. If it were shewn that the colony could 
' afford to make them, he would support rail­

ways. But he wanted to hear the Treasurer's 
financial statement; and he asked the Opposi­
tion, as honest men, why they would not allow 
the Treasurer an opportunity of making it ? 
It was the most unmanly thing he ever heard 
of. But it vms no use talking to honorable 
members on that side of the House. Every 
one knew what tyrannical majorities could do; 
he knew what they had clone before. It was 
an ctcmal disgrace, that they had expelled 
from the House one of the most useful and 
respec.tecl members who ever sat in the As­
sembly, for sake of a vote! I.Yhat was the 
good of appealing to gentlemen who would do 
the like of that P I.Y ell, he defied them ! He 
hoped the Government would take the com­
mon sense view of the occasion, and dissolve 
the House ; he would guarantee that the 
country would back them up, and when next 
they met Parliament, after a general election, 
a strange lot of faces would be seen instead 
of those now qn the Opposition side. He 
was not going to select them, llu~ he could 
toll who would not come back agam. If the 
Goyernment Rppealecl to the country, some of 
the Brisbane and East lHoreton folks would 
not come back-no mistake about that ! It 
would be discovered what the state of the 
country was, and the inference was plain ; -
the misreprescniatives of East Moreton, 
South Brisbane, Drayton and Toowoomba1 
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and Northern Downs, would be told, one 
of these days, what o'clock it was! 
'l'he Opposition seemed determined to have 
the Ipswich and Brisbane Hailway at 
all hazards ; some of them did not know 
how it was to go, or when it was to go, any 
more than they knew where it was to go. 
llut some of them did know where it was io 
go : the honorable member for South Bris­
bane did. He had had a most accommo­
dating engineer, who had brought the line 
into the honorable member's paddock. 
£G5,000 was taken out of the colony 
by Mr. Fitzgibbon, the late Engineer-in­
Chief of Queensland Railways; and yet the 
country was to go on spending money to 
bring the railway from Ipswich-into the 
middle of the honorable member's paddock. 
He was an example of the very liberal man, 
who had a seat in the House; and he knew 
as well as anyone what a gentleman in ofliee 
could do when he had an engineer of an 
accommodating spirit, and how nicely things 
could be twisted and turned. "Make money ! " 
was the axiom of an Englishman ; "make 
money, honestly if you can; but, make 
money." He (Mr. vYilliams) did not say 
there was anything dishonest in the action of 
the honorable member for South Brisbane : 
if he had a paddock more than he knew what 
to do with, he might like to take the railway 
through it. 

Mr. STEPHENS begged to deny that any 
railway line or plan had been taken through 
any land of his, much more into the middle 
of it. 

Mr. WrLLIAMS said he should like to know 
if a line had not been surveyed by Mr. 
'l'horneloe Smith, the terminus of which was 
brought into the honorable member's land? 

Mr. STEPHENS: He did not know where 
Mr. 'l'horneloe Smith took his terminus. He 
did know that it was not brought within a 
quarter of a mile of his land : the line must 
he brought in somewhere within sight of his 
house. 

Mr. vVrLLIAMS: The intended railway 
between Ipswich and Brisbane was, he 
declared before the world, nothing but a 
gigantic swindle, to promote private interests 
at the expense of the country. The honor­
able member for South Brisbane knew that 
he was himself ono of those who would reap 
the benefit of the swindle, if carried out. 
He (Mr. Williams) did not !mow but !hat 
the honorable member for vYarrego would 
be one to benefit too. He had been informed 
on what he considered very reliable authority 
that the honorable member mune here for the 
express purpose of making railways here, 
there, and everywhere, in the colony, as he 
got a good profit. 

.Mr. MchwRAil'H: \Yho told you? 
1fr. vYILLIAMS: That was his business. 

He believed the honorable member c~me, and 
he was solTY to say he was justified in his 
belief that there were a lot of men in opposi· 
tion, prepared to squander the funds of the 

colony in railways. He had heard that the 
honorable member came here for the express 
purpose he had asserted: he was brought 
here on false pretences. He regretted that 
the honorable member, or any one else, should 
have anything to do with the honorable mem­
ber for Eastern Downs, who fooled every­
body that had anything to do with him. 
He regretted that he ever had anything to do 
with him, as a politician. The honorable 
member was, without exception, the greatest 
failure, as a politician, that was ever heard of. 
He (Mr. \Villiams) had not intended to 
express an opinion of him; but he was 
fortified in what he said, by the opinions of 
those who had been associated with the 
honorablc member for Eastern Downs. He 
was not wanting a screw, or a place hunter ; 
consequently, he was not in such a good 
position to speak from actual knowledge and 
experience as some honorable members who 
sat on the Opposition side of the House ; but, 
still, he woula call attention to the opinions 
of some of those gentlemen who were rush­
ing into the arms of the honorable member 
for Eastern Downs, and who were uuited 
with him in opposing the Government. He 
thought he should be pardoned for occupying 
the time of the House, when he had shewn 
in what estimation the honorable g·cntleman 
was held by the most prominent of his 
associates. For himself, he believed that the 
colony was brought into the desert statD it 
was in a year or two ag-o, mainly by the 
action taken by the honorable member for 
Eastern Downs ; and he held him responsible 
for the extravagance and the waste of money 
which everyone now deemed characterised 
the construction of the Southern and "\V estern 
Bail"·ay. It was now said that if proper 
precautions had been taken, the railway 
could have been constructed for a million of 
money less than had been been paid for the 
130 or 1'W miles that the colony possessed. 
"\V ere honorablc members going again to 
entrust the honorable member for _Eastern 
Downs with the ship of State? If so, he 
would oppose him as far as he could. The 
honorable gentleman had proved himself to 
be utterly unworthy of confitlence ; and now 
he (Mr. vVilliams) would shew that that opin­
ion was shared in by ltonorable members of the 
Opposition, ·who were now going to rush into 
his arms as ths saviour of the country. 'l'he 
honoraule member for Bnrnett, Mr. Pring, 
speaking to the Address in l{eply to the 
Governor's Opening Speech, on tlth August, 
1867, said of the honorable member for 
:Eastern Downs and of railroads gcnerally-·it 
was a long speech-as follows:-

"Now, the railway question was a very vcxccl 
qnestion in this 11 ouse from the outset of it; and, 
l ha-ve no hesitation in saying, so far as my firm 
con-viction enables me to judge, that it is to the 
railway question we may trace the present bacl 
state of the colouy." 
To thaL, he (Mr. \Yilliams) said "hear, hear," 
and thoroughly endorsed those sentiments ;-
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what was true, then, wa~ ten times more true 
now; and the honomble member for Burnett 
was a prophet then, for what he had said was 
now accomplished. He was sorry to say he 
had reason to believe that the honorable 
member had changed his mind. 

The Hon. R. PRrNG: Hear, hear. 
:i\Ir. vVrLLIAMS: To-morrow, he would 

change it back. The ministerial side would 
have him again, too. 

The Hon. R PRING said he could not 
hear the honorable member : he vvas indis­
tinct. 

J\fr. WILLIAMS: It was not his fault-it 
vvas his misfortune. He endeavorccl to make 
himself clear, and he had asked the forbear­
ance of the House at starting. He would 
read a few more words of the honorable 
member's, which would shew the esteem in 
which the honcrable member for :Eastern 
Downs was held by him ; and he should then 
ask, if he condemnecl the leader of the 
present Opposition, did he not do so in very 
good company? This was in a debate 
relative to the N ativc Police force, on the 
6th :February, 1868 ;-the honorable member 
for Burnett was at that time Attorney­
General--

The Hon. R. PmNG said he had not the 
slightest objection to the honorablc member 
referring to anything that he ever said in his 
life, or to anything that he had said about 
the honorable member Ea,tcrn Downs; but 
he wished to ask whether, when his mouth 
was shut-when he could not get up in ex­
planation-when his lips were scaled, on the 
IJrinciple that he could not, in the House, 
refer to previous debates-the honorable 
member could quote from " Hansard" what 
he ha cl said on previous occasions P 

The SPEAKER : The honorable member can 
discuss anything that has not been debated 
this session-he can refer to the debates in 
previous sessions, but not quote from a debate 
of the present session. 

Mr. \VrLLLnrs : I am not a lawyer, but 
I am quite right. 

The Hon. lL PmNG: Nobody ever gave 
you credit for being so. 

Mr. \VrLLIAMS: I tell you what it is that 
they give me credit for-being honest. 

'l'ho Hon. It PmNG: I will make you 
prove it, by-and-bye. 

Mr. 1VrLLIA1IS : All right! 
The SPEAKER: Order! These interrup­

tions must not go on. Honorable members 
must keep order. 

HoNORABLE ]\{EMBERS: Hear, hear! Order, 
order! and Chair, chair ! 

The Hon. R. PmNG: "Hear, hear!"­
Ru1Jbish! 

The SPEAKER : Rrally, some notice must 
he taken of this. .The honorable member, 
when I call order, calls " rubbish." 

The Hon. IL PmNG : No, no. I ran say 
"hear, hear." That is perfectly parliament­
ary. 

The SPEAKER : The honorahle member has 
interrupted the debate ; and it is not the first 
time he has acted in this way. 

The Hon. R. PRING: Not when I said 
"hear, hear." 

The CoLoNLA.L SEcRETARY: It was meant 
for me, sir, I really think. When I called 
"hear, hear," the honorable member used the 
word "rubbish"-not to you, sir. I really 
think he ought not to interrupt the debate. 

'l'h~ Hon. R. PRING : I can say "hear, 
hear. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : He keeps up 
a running commentary. 

The Hon. R. PmNG : I know my duties 
as a representative. 

Jl.fr. WILLI.l.:1[S: The honorable member 
for Burnctt need not be afraid ; I would not 
insult him, nor would I insult any man. 

The Hon. R. PRING: The ruling is given. 
J\fr. vVrLLIUIS: The honorablc member 

know it before. At the time at which the 
speech he was about to quote from was 
delivered, the honorable member for Burnett 
was Attorney-General, and the honorable 
member for Eastern Downs was in Opposi­
tion ; and it appeared that the former was 
out of the House while the latter was speak­
ing:-

" He did not hear the eloquent speech of the 
honomble member for I pswieh, Mr. Macalister ; 
but he came into the House just in time to catch 
the dulcet tones uf that honorable member as he 
concluded, and he must say he was surprised. 
He asked himself, what could have camcd the 
cha11ge which had come ovcT his old colleague?­
and, at last, he said to himself, ' Policy, policy!' 
-and he at once came to the conclusion that the 
oratorical display on the part of the honoTable 
member was nothing moTe or less than ex­
pediency." 

It was not the first time he had met that 
term, and it was not the first time the honor­
able member for Eastern Downs had practised 
the policy of expediency ; yet the honorable 
member for Burnett was now rushing into his 
arms to carry out a similar piece of work. 
\:Vait a bit! Here was something more :-

" He could only say"--

::\1ind, he was speaking seriously now; let 
them not forget that, whatever honorable 
members did-

" That if the honorable member himself believed 
in the sentiments to which he had given utterance, 
why, then, for the last seven years had he been a 
living deceit before the public?" 

That was the character of the honorable 
member for Eastern Downs, as given by the 
honorable member for Burnett, his expectant 
Attorney-General. He (Mr. Williams) hoped 
the day was far distant when the honorable 
member so described would be Premier. 
He should like, indeed, to sec the honorable 
member for Burnett Attorney-General; hut 
not the two together. They wore dangerous 
men. He next came to ~tnother occasio11 on 
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which the honorable meml1er for Burnett felt 
it his duty to express his opinion of the 
honorable member for Eastern Downs. It was 
on the 28th January, h1st year, when those 
honorable gentlemen happened to be in 
antagonism on a motion for the adjournment 
of the House. Mind, he (Mr. \Villiams) 
was no~ expressing his own opinions ; he 
would s1mply read the honorable member for 
Burnett's opinion of the honorable member 
for Eastern Downs. Ho was sorry to say it 
was coupled with the name of another honor­
able member, who, he did not think, should 
have been named in that way. The Premier, 
at the time, was the honorable member for 
Fortitude Valley, who, said the honorablo 
member for Burnett, Mr. Pring-

" Always considered the honorable member for 
Eastern Downs,. a tr,itor, and he lmd always 
entertained certain feelings of mistrust, if not 
against the Premier, against another member of 
the Government. So that in consequence of tlmt 
mistrust, the Government was entirely broken up. 
'l'hen the honorable member for Eastern Downs 
resigned, and only three out of five were left of 
the members of the Ministry. He contended 
that, under such circumstances, the Premier 
should have resigned then and thm·e, because he 
was not in a position to c\lrry on the business of 
the count.ry, or to by a single business paper 
before the House. Rut he had not thought fit to 
do so, and what hacl he done ? If there had been 
distrust between the m'mbe1·s of the Government, 
what distrust must there be now? The Premier 
could have no greater faith in the honomble 
member for Eastern Downs to-day than he had 
yesterday, when he hacl expressed the most 
damaging opinions against him, and he would ask 
whether members who could abuse each other as 
those two honorable members had clone, like 
Billingsgate fishwomen, were fit persons to carry 
on the business of the country?" · 
Ho asked whether honorablc members who 
abused each other so, were fit persons to carry 
ou the business of the colony? He asked 
the honorable member now P 

The Hon. R. PRING : If I am asked a 
question in this way, I ask you, sir, if I have 
not a right to answer him? I know it is con­
trary to the rules of the House ; but he dares 
me to do it. He knows I can't answer him. 
I wish I could; I would walk into him. 

HoNORABLE MEMBERS : Order, order. 
'I'hc Hon. l't. PRING: You may call out 

" Order." 
Mr. vVILLIAMS: I regret, l'l1r. Speaker-­
The Hon. R. PmNG: If you challenge me, 

I'm ready for you !--out of the House, or 
anywhere! 

Mr. vV ILLIAMS : y on go on, if you will. 
The SPEAKER : The honorable member for 

Ipswich is >1Tong in addressing an honorable 
member instead of the Chair; and he must 
not ask honorable members questions. It is 
not in order, decidedly. 

J\ir. \VILLIAMS: If he had transgressed 
the rules of the House, he humbly apologised. 
He thought some little allowance should be 

macle for him. He did not trouble the House 
often. He admitted it was not right to ad­
dress the honorable member; but it was con­
temptible to threaten him. He held the 
honorable member and his threats, as he did 
the honorable member for Eastern Downs, in 
the supremest contempt. Neither of them, 
nor the pair of them, nor the whole House, 
nor the whole colony, dare wag a finger at 
him. He defied them, or anyboc1y else, to 
point a finger at him ancl say he had done 
anything unhanclsomc or unmanly that he 
need be ashamed of. He had as much right 
to express his opinion, to take achantage 
of what the honorablc member for Bur­
nett had said-although he might not be so 
high as he in the social scale-as any other 
man; he was an Englishman, and he stood 
on that and the dignity of an Englishman; 
and he maintained that he hacl a right to ex­
press his opinions. Ho threntenecl, the hon­
orable member did-by-and-bye-out of the 
House-he would walk into him ! If he did, 
perhaps he (Mr. "\Villiams) would smother 
him! 

The Hon. R. PnrNG said the honorable 
member had made use of a most unparlia­
mentary expression, and he only wished he 
would come outside the House and make use 
of it. 

Mr. vVILLIA:i\18 said he felt >ery safe where 
he was, and must decline the honorable mem­
ber's invitation. The question was, whether 
the two honorable members-the honorahle 
member for Eastern Downs and the honorablo 
member for the Burnett-·who had abused 
each other like a couple of Billingsgatc fish­
womcn,-wcrc fit to go>orn the country? 
vVho, he would ask, in that House, was the 
greatest ade}Jt in abuse of that kind-ancl 
who indulged in it the most frequently? 
The honorable member for Fortitude Yalley 
nc>er forgot himself-he talked and discussed 
the questions that came before him like a 
gentleman, so that the question did not 
apply to him, at any rate ; and if it were 
applied to him by any one else, he (Mr. 
\Villimns) would repudiate it in the most 
strenuous manner. But that language of 
that kind had been used, and that it vms 
intended to apply to the honorable member 
for Eastern Downs, he had no doubt what­
ever. He had no doubt, either, that it v;as 
properly applied. Ho asked them, again, 
were such men fit to rule this colony ?-they 
should not, if he could }JrC>ent it. There 
was another matter >Yhich he had forgotten­
in consequence, probably, of having been 

1 
interrupted by the honorable member for 
Burnett's polite in>itation to go outside, 
which he absolutely declined. Ho was not 
quite sure whether he was a member of ihe 
House at the time, or whether he was simply 
in the gallery, but he very distinctly remem­
bered hearing the honorablc member for the 
Burnctt giving the House the benefit of his 
experience of the ch1tracter of the honorablc 
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member for Eastern Downs, ~n_dhe c ·li4{ ,lj" T ~ '{~~lil·.~ or as a private member ofthe 
made use of what he (Mr. \Vrlhams) tho "' V eo _ .y, he would shut up. But he defied 
very strong terms. He would now repeat t re ·honorable member, or anyone elst•, in this 
them, as well as he could, in his own words. colony or in the old country to do so. A 
In the course of some discussion, the charac- good character had been handecl down to 
ter of the honorable member for EasLern him, and he had cncleavored to maintain it; 
Downs was in question, when the honorable and when he retired from the House, he felt 
member for the Burnett said it was the sure that his character would compare with 
opinion of the 11eople ouL;it1c that that honor- that of the honorable member for Burnett. 
able member was "the greatest scoundrel However, the honorable member was worth 
nnlmng." That was what the honorable lc·aving alone. Ho had had his s:.ty. He was 
memLcr told the House was his estimation not finding fault with him, but with the 
of the honorable rnf'mbPr for Eastern Downs, honorable member for Eastern Downs, and 
for by repeating it in the House he endorsed certaiHly with the honorahle member for 
it. BurncLt, for rushing into that gentleman's 

The Hon. R. I'mNG rose in explanation, arms, after having had so much to s:.ty against 
and said he recollected his remarks 11orfectly, him. He could not see why the honorable 
as he had been asked, in the House, to state mcmbcrshouldholdhimselfresponsibleforthat 
the words he had used; and he hnd sta'·.'cl gentleman-he hoped he would not hold him 
that it was not his own opinion, but the responsible when he went outside the House. 
opinion of certain persons outside the House. 'l'here was another honorable member, who 

lVIr. 1YTLLH.MS: That was just what he was to he Colonial 'rreasurer, if the m-range-
had st:.ttecl most distinctly-that the honor- ment were carried out. He thought there 
able member had given the words as the wore honorahle members on both sides of the 
opinion of people outside the .House. But House, who had been connected with a 
he maintained it was a fair inference to clra'>T', commercial undertaking, in the shape of a 
that the honorable member, by repeating th:.tt newsnaper, called the Guardian, :.tnd the 
opinion, had acloptccl it. hono~able member he referred to-one of the 

The Hon.R. l'RING : No; he repu<1iakd it. members for East l\f ore ton, who was to be 
He could repeat the actual words he used: the new Treasurer, he had been informed--
they were these-" One would think, from had the man:.tgcment of the financial depart-
the abLlse the honorablo member had re- mcnt of the Guardian. He should like to 
eoived outside the House, that he was the ask those honorable members, who had been 
greatest scoundrel unhung." No inference connected with that undertaking, whether 
that he endorsed sneh an opinion could pos- that gentleman had managed the affair to 
sibly be drawn from those words. He ;vas their satisfaction or not. He did not nwan to 
not going to take "Hansarcl" as an authority, say, tlmt the money hacl been improperly 
hut he pledged his ;wrd aml honor as a applied, but had it. been employed to their 
gentleman that those were the words he had r,clvantage-h:.td it been employed in a profit-
made use of. able manner, in sueh a way as to induce 

Mr. '\VrLLIA:iiiS: IV ell, he hacl said all he them to think he could be Eafely entrusted 
wanted to say on the subject. That "·as so with the management of the finances of the 
dirty an armngcment that he could not have colony? As f:.tr as his knowledge went, he 
anything to do with it. h:.td been led to understand--

The Hon. IL PRING rose to a point of The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said, he should 
order. Had the honorablc member any right be sorry th:.tt any unjust suspicion should 
to designate the conduct of :.tnothcr honorable attach to any honorable membPr. He 
mPmber as a "dirty" arrangement? believed l\lr. Atkin, tho member for East 

The SPEAKER said the honorahle member Moreton, vYas the person alluded to, and he 
for Burn eft was quite right in interru1)ting could, therefore, :.tssure the honorable member 
the honor:.tble member for Ips>Yich, when he tlmt that gentleman had had nothing to 
usecl such language. As he had often slated do w·ith the financial department of the 
before, when an honorable member rose in Guardian. 
explanation to repeat his own statements, his Mr. \YILLIAMS: Then he had been mis-
word should be accepted. informed, and he regretted exceedingly the 

Mr. \VILLIA:!IIS : He would apologise to remarks he had madP. He would 1mt it in 
l\Tr. Speaker, but to no ono else. If it were this way:-Had that honorable member ever 
now his turn to speak, he would do so. The done anything in any shape or form of speech 
honorahle member for J3urnctt had a gre:.tt or procedure, to lead the House or the 
aclvnntage over him, as he hacl a more 1wr- country to suppose, that he had any idea of 
feet ncqnaint:.tnce with parliamentary tactics finance of any kind whatever. He aflirmecl 
than be prr. \Villimns), vYho did his clnty it was simply a piece of audacity on his part, 
honestly, but perhap roughly ; but he unparalleled in the history of Colonial Parlia-
wm~lcl defy that lwnorable member, or any mcnts, to come forward and ask the country to 
other man, to impugn any statement he gulp him down as Colonial Treasurer. Those 
made, or the position he had t:.tken up that were the men who were now rmcly to rush 
evening; ttnd if the honorable member could into the arms of the honomblc member for 
prove any dirty transaction on his part, either Eastern Downs, to make a Ministry, and 
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what sort of a Ministry -would it be? A good 
deal had been said about combinations. ·what 
sort of a combination would that be P-a 
Government composed of the honorable mem­
ber for Eastern Downs, as Premier ; the 
honorable member for East Moreton, as 
Colonial Treasurer; the honorable member 
for Maranoa-he was going to add the honor­
able member for Northern Downs, but he 
believed they had sold him. \Vhat could be 
said of a Government composed of such 
gentlemen as those P Would not that be a 
coalition Government of a most extraordinary 
-most worthless character? vVhy, any 
coalition Government, of which the honor­
able member for Fortitude Valley was the 
head, would be worth fifty of such Govern­
ments in the eyes of the colony at large. It 
was only a few months ago that they had 
ousted a coalition Ministry, and were they 
going to support a l\finistry of that stamp? 
.He was astonished, beyond expression, to see 
gentlemen possessed of far more intelligence 
than he was, and enjoying much greater 
advantages than he did, lend themselves to 
bring such a J:\finistry into power, as that was 
likely to be. But he thanked God there was 
no chance for them-not the slightest in the 
world, if the present Government, as he 
sincerely trusted they would do, appealed to 
the country. If they did, he felt sure the 
House would soon present a very different 
aspect, and several honorable members on the 
opposite side would be missed from their 
places. The would-be Colonial Treasurer, 
he predicted, would no longer be found there. 
There were other honorable members too from 
that side who would also be missed-men 
who, under other circumstances, he believed 
would do good service to the country, but 
who had been misled by the honorable mCln­
ber for Eastern Downs, and the silent tongue 
of the honorable member for East Moreton, 
and were now going headlong to destruction. 
But even supposing-and it was the very 
utmost stretch of imagination to do so-that 
this wonderful coalition Government, com­
posed of the incongruous elements he had 
mentioned, could be formed, did not the 
House think they would be a hapl)Y family P 
vVith the opinions which the honorable mem­
ber for Burnett entertained of the honorable 
member for Eustern Downs, and the opinion 
entertained of him by the expectant Treasurer, 
the honorable member for East 11oreton, 
they would indeed be a happy family, and 
have a very happy time of it! The honorable 
member for East 1ioreton, the expectant but 
disappointed Treasurer, in speaking of the 
honorable member for J<:astern Downs, in 
January last year--

Mr. JoRDAN rose to call the honorable 
member's attention to the fact that there were 
two members for East Moreton. 

Mr. vVnLrHrs : He begged the honorablo 
member's pardon. The honorable member 
for East Moreton, Mr. Atkin, in speaking of 
th.e honorable member for Eastern Downs, in 

,Tanuary, 1869, had referred to him in these 
complimentary terms :-

" He ag1·eecl with a great deal that lmcl fallen 
from the honorable member for Maryborough, but 
not from the same motives. He confessed tht1t in 
the present state of public affairs it was the duty 
of every public man to support whatever Ministry 
came into power. At the same time, he must 
enter his protest against the present combination. 
Immoral as such combinations were, he was pre­
pared, as long as he sat in the House, to give the 
present Ministry his loyal support. So long as 
they were prepared to go on with these things 
which were in arrear, and advance the business of 
the country, he woulcl clo so. Although he pro· 
misecl that, after listening to the spe~ch of tl10 
Premier against the colleague he hacl dismisst'cl 
from his office, an cl after seeing the position that 
colleague took up on 'J.'ucsclay last, he could not 
help saying that the honorable member for 
Eastern Downs going back to office was like a dog 
returning to his vomit." 

Now, that was the opinion of the expectant 
'l'reasurer of an expectant Premier; and after 
the opinion of the expectant Attorney-Gene· 
ral of the expectant Premier, which he had 
read, what could the House think of sneh a 
combination P vVhen he was in London some 
time ago he saw a cage carried about the 
streets with all sorts of animals in it: there was 
a terrier, a cat, a rat, and other animals of di f­
fercnt instincts and habits, all living together 
in the utmost harmony, and to all appearance 
having a very nice time of it; but one night 
their natural passions got the better of them, 
and they all sot upon each other and tore each 
other to pieces, just as this new Ministry 
would do some day or other. 

The Hon. R PmNG begged to correct the 
honorable member in one statement he had 
made. He had spoken of the Attorney-Gene­
ral: he (.!'IIr. Pring) was not Attorney-Gene­
ral; there was no Attorney-General in the 
House this session; he shuulcl have liked to 
have seen him. 

Mr. vV ILLIA:US : \V ell, they would have 
this wonderful Government following the 
exam1)le of the animals in the c>1gc. As soon 
as they got together, they would tear each 
other, they would rob each other, and the 
country would reap the consequences. 1 t 
would be a most unfortunate thing for the 
country, unfortunate as it had already been, 
if, by any possible combination of circum­
stances - he cared not what-such mPn 
were allowed to assume the reins of office; 
it would be a dreadful blow to the pros­
perity of Queensland. :Entertaining that 
opinion, and he did honestly and con­
scientiously maintain it, he would do as an 
individual all he possibly could to prevent 
them from coming into power until they had 
learnt something like reason. And he felt 
convinced that when the policy of the present 
Government came to be known by the country 
-and csl)('Cially by the farmers of' :East and 
W estlYioreton; when those people-who were 
now suffering from the absence of any means 
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of' communication with the towns-learned 
that, for the first time, their wants had been 
recognised, and that £50,000 would be sot 
apart for the construction and maintenance of 
roads for their use, they would feel bound to 
give their support to the Goyernment, and 
with such a phalanx of strength, intelligence, 
and independence, as lutcl neyer been seen 
before. A new era was dawning on Queens­
land-ho recollected the words used last 
night-but not such an era as the honorable 
members op1)ositc anticipated. They looked 
forward to an era which meant lots of plunder, 
lots of spoil. The state of things was well 
known in which they had reYelled, and from 
which the country was now suffering. There 
was any quantity of money to be had, and 
that was all they cared about, ancl they did 
not care where it came from. The honorable 
member for Brisbane, Ilfr. Fraser, had made, 
the night before, what he consid~CTed a most 
umvorthy remark. He had asked, what sop 
Lad been offered to the members for Ipswich 
to induce them to support the Government? 
Such a thonght could ncyer haYc occurred to 
a pure-minded man. Ho could only come to 
the conclusion that the Brisbanites had 
become so habituated to sops and bribes, and 
all sorts of expenditure, that they thought no 
one could be honest without that sort of 
thing. For his part, he never had, and had 
never >mnted a sop in his life ; and if he were 
insulted by being offered one, he hoped he 
should know how to resent it. That "\Yas his 
answer to the honorable member for Brisbane. 
He occupied his scat because he represented 
his constituents, while the honorable member 
misrepresented his, and the time would come 
when he would know it to his cost-that was 
to say, if he valued his seat; if not, it would 
make no difference to him. He had not quite 
done with the honorable member for North 
Brisbane yet. That gentleman had st&ted more 
than once, 1;-hen speaking of the Brisbane 
and Ipswich Raihmy, that there could be no 
objection to it, from the fact that it ran along­
side a navigable river; because, in the old 
country, railways along navigable riyers paid; 
and he had given, as an instance, the railway 
which ran between Glasgow and Greenock. 
Now, the intermediate population between 
these two to>Yns was upwards of one million 
persons, and the line, he belieYecl, was only 
some fifteen or eighteen miles in length. He 
had endcavorcd to find out what that line of 
railway had paid, and he "\Yas now in a ])Osi­
tion to state, that until it was taken over by a 
Yery large company, the Great Caledonian 
Company, IYhose ramifications extended to 
the Yery heart of England, it had never paid 
one single iota of diYidenc1. He had, himself, 
travelled from Glasgow to Greenock, in 
steamboats, for threepence; and he would ask 
the honorable mombrr for North Brisbane, 
whether he was going to make a railway 
here, alongside a navigable river, to carry 
passenger~ at threepence a head? Could he 
get the honorable member for vV arrego to 

make a railway between Brisbane and Ipswich 
for threepenny fares? If so, he would get 
lots of supporters, and there would be 
numbers of people ready to pay their passage, 
in order to satisfy themselYes that such a 
place as Brisbane existed. 

jvfr. FRASER begged to correct the honor­
able member, who had made a mistake in 
using his name. He did not think he had 
ever mentioned the Greenock and Glasgow 
Ilailway to him; it must have been some one 
else. 

Mr. WILLIA31S : vVell, then either he or 
the honorable member must be wrong, and 
yet he thought his memory was pretty good. 
'l'here was one question which the Opposition 
intended to malre a great card to catch the 
votes of honorable members, and that ·was 
the protection paragraph in their amendments. 
The 11aragraph relating to separation was 
also intended to catch the votes of northern 
members. He would tell the House what he 
thought of separation. He thought the 
time had nearly arrived when northern 
members would be perfectly justified in 
asking for separation. Where the point of 
separation was to be, whether at Dawes' 
Ilange or elsewhere, he wets not sufficiently 
acquainted with the geography of the country 
to say; but that they were entitled to separa­
tion, if they demanded it, was as plain as 
that he was stamling there; and he only 
regretted that Ipswich and vV est J\l[oreton 
could not also go in for separation also ; and 
if the honorablo member for \Varrego could 
only invent some plan of bringing a line of 
railway straight down to the Day, '.vithout 
coming to Brisbane, it might be clone. They 
had seen too much of Brisbane, and did not 
want to come into closer contact with it. 
vVhy, the Ipswich people knew nothing about 
immorality until they came into closer con­
nection with Brisbane. They wanted no 
Contagious Diseases Bill in Ipswich until the 
Brisbane poo1Jle sent up some of their 
immoral characters. But as to separation, 
whcneYcr the proper place was decided upon, 
and the northern members demanded it, he 
would support them, and say, go and God 
bless you. 

Mr. BELL said that, after listening to the 
speech of the honorable member who had 
just sat clown, he could not help regretting 
that the division had not taken place the 
evening before, as the House would then have 
been Sl)ared that oration. He had not 
intended to speak on the question, but the 
honorable member had unearthed him. He 
had listened carefully to the many speeches 
made by different honorable members, and 
had felt that, for once, a debate had taken 
place which, in its tone, character, and ability, 
had equalled any which had ever occurred in 
that House. The address of the honorable 
member for Ipswich, however, had given it a 
veryditferentaspect. It was one of those small 
stum}J-oratory speeches which he thought the 
House >vould willingly have dispensed wi:th~ 
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The ltonorn ble member hacl made great 
rc~earches into the " l:f ansa,rd" of the colony ; 
hut, instmcl of :1cting up to the sentiment of 
ilw poet, "the greatest pleasure is the recol­
lection of hapl}Y scenes," he had taken an 
opposite course, and had taken pleasure in 
raking up unpleasant reminiscences. The 
honorable member had thrown down the 
apple of discord and altered the tone of the 
dc•bato--

HoNORABLE lHEMBERS: No, no. 
J\fr. l3ELL : Honorablo members might 

say "no," but that was his O}}inion. 'l'ho hon­
m·able member, among his many personal 
allusions, had referred personally to a speech 
which he (Mr. Dell) made when moving an 
amendment on the Speech on a previous occa­
sion, and had characterised it as a lamentably 
disgraceful attack upon ono member of the 
Government, and not upon the GoYernment 
colleciiYely. Now, in contradiction to that 
statement, he asserted that the words he 
made use of were clearly and strongly put, 
and tl1at they were in disparagement of 
the Government generally. If by any 
words in his speech he hacl disparaged 
the honorable member at the head of that 
GoYernment, he had as strongly expressed 
his opinion of the GoYcrument as a 
1Ylwlo, and the opinion which was enter­
tained of them out of doors. To return to 
the debate which now occupied the attention 
of the House, he would say that the grounds 
of difference between the GoYernmcnt aJJd 
the Oppositivn were so clear and distinct, 
that he did not belicYe any of the speeches 
which l1acl been made had succeeded in chang­
ing one single vote'. \Vith regard to his own 
position, which had been referred to by the 
last speaker, and which that gentleman 
seemed so little nble to reconcile, he felt 
bound to offer some explanation. Now, it 
was not l1is intention to say ono single word 
in clisrmragcment of any honorable member 
who now sat on the Treasury benches; 
because, 1rith those gentlemen, who were 
incliYidually and collectively identified with 
the same interest as his mvn, he bad the 
strongest sympathies; and he believed their 
conduct, as a Government, since the House 
had met, ha cl shc\Yn fll at they were all and 
more than had been eXJ!Cctcd of them. But 
he found it was impossible for him, holding 
the opinions he now h·ld, and had long held, 
to giYo them his sup]}Ort. He would gladly 
ha ye found himself sitting on the other side 
of the House, but his opinions hacl1wewntcc1 
him up to tllat point. He olljected to the 
formation of the Government, heeanse, in the 
first place, it 1Yas an unwise combinntion. 
He thought it was impossible for any GoY­
crnmPni so eomposcclto enjoy the conJiclcnce 
of the country. It might be, a~; the result of 
an adverse Yote, that they would appeal to 
the country, and tllat the result of that ap1wal 
would give them a majority; but enn Hwn 
they "oulcllmvc but a short life to lin·, for 
Hw pa~t hi;;tory of Uw colouy shewed that 

class combinations could not possibly succcrc1. 
That was the opinion he hacl always held in 
reference to Goyernments in this colony, and 
he saw no reason to alter it. Even were the 
composition of the present Government 
different to what it was, he should not be 
able to satisfy himself that the policy they 
had introduced would compare with the 
policy initiated by the Opposition,-\Yhen he 
found the strongest objection on the part of 
the GoYernmeut aml their supporters, to take 
any slep in the direction of j}l'Jtcction to 
native industry. (K o, no, from the GoYern­
ment benches.) He judged by the Speech of 
His Excellency, in which no mention 1nts 
made of it. Ho took it for granted that, if 
the Government hacl hl'ld any such Yiews, 
they would lHwe taken that O}Jportunity of 
expressing them, and would have given them 
a prominent place in the Speech which 
announced their policy. Ho must, at any 
rate, record his own dissent to that Jlolicy. 
He quite agreed with the honorable member 
for Warn·go who spoke on the preYious 
evening, 1Yhen he told the House he believed 
the initiation of some system of protec­
tion was of grc•:.tt importance to the colony. 
He had no doubt the honorable mcmllcr 
meant, as he did, a system of intelligent JH'o­
tcction, not a protective duty upon everything 
consnmecl in the colony. No doubt, such a 
system woulcl necessitate an expenditure of 
money by tbe community grmerally, but he 
could also sec clearly that that expenditure 
would represent much of the taxation which 
the people now paid. He could take it for 
granted that the money now spent on immi­
gration causetl increased taxation ; but then 
he took it for granted that. the adoption of an 
iniPlligcnt system of prolectlon to native 
inclm;try 1Youlc1 bring about the introduction 
of a large number of immigrants, who-if 
the public worh, which he thought might 
with advantarre be undertaken, were com­
llll'ncecl-wourd rclieYc the country from tlw 
large annual outlay for immigration 1mrposcs. 
Ho did not expect that this would be done nt 
once, so as to avert the J~oan Bill, whidt 
must be brought forward sooner or later; but 
if successfully carried out, it 1Y<mlcl prcwut 
such a large expenditure on immigration. 
}! r· found that this colony, sin eo ~1 cparal.il\n, 
had expendcd-inducling land orders, buL uot 
cotton bonus land orders- over ::t million of 
monl'y. It hacl exjJcncled in cash, £500,000, 
and inlandorders,£700,000--inall,£1,200,000; 
and this expenditure, if the policy of the 
Opj}osition were pro1wrly carried out, might, 
he rO}Jcatcd, be rew:oJtahly expected to he 
no longer n~cesmry. But he ~aw other 
adYan1nges arjs:ing fron1 a ·wise sy:.;trrn of 
protection. He founcl tlHlt i!te ad Ndorem 
duties had hnd some slight bcneflcial cfl'oct 
upon the trade of this colony. He could 
recollect when Baltic 11ino was im11orted at 
such a low m to that it hatl the dE·ct of closing 
scycra.l large ;;a\Ymills; btLL since tl1e im posi­
tion of the ad mturem duties, this irnporla-
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tion ha(l ceased, and the trade in the interior 
had expanded. That -was one of many 
instances he could quote, and it cle::~rly she wed 
that. such a system of protection as he h::~cl 
referred to would be of great aclv<tntage to 
the colony. 1'here were, no doubt, a number 
of persons who had not l.mrned to alter the 
views with which they had been educated on 
this question, and whose interests were pro­
bably opposed to any such change; but when 
they looked at the beneficial results which 
had followed such a course in Victoria, he 
thought they would agree with him that no 
time shonld be lost in follmving the example 
set by that colony. 'l'he eyes of the people 
of this colony would not long be dosed to the 
fact, that although at first it might seem more 
admntagcous to import goods, it would be of 
much greater general ad vantage to 1my a little 
more for them, if they coulcl be manufactured 
here. The question of protection vc1·sus free 
trade would take a long time to discuss, and 
there ·would probably be a good deal of agita­
tion on the subject throughout the colony 
before it was adopted. Ho (',Juld say for 
himself, that he could have no direct or per­
sonal interest in either proposing or advocat­
in;.i protection; because, as a producer, he 
would, of course, have to pay a good deal 
more than he paid now for articles he 
imported : but, feeling convinced that it 
was absolutely necessary in the present 
state of the colony, he could not support 
any Ministry who did not propose to aid 
and encourage native industry. Unless that, 
and the construction of cheap rail-ways, formed 
a prominent part of the }JOlicy to be carried 
out, he saw very little hope for the colony. 
It was absurd, while the country was in such 
a langaishing state, to talk about introducing 
immigrants, when there was no capital to find 
employment for them. The now system of 
fencing adopted by the sheepfarmers in this 
colony, and other causes, had thrown a number 
of persons out of em11loymont, and they were 
now rambling about from station to station, 
looking for work. He did not feel any great 
concern on that account, because he believed 
that this state of things would not last long, 
and that a new era was dawning upon the 
colony. He looked uvon the stand which had 
been taken in that House that evening as a 
sign that the people of this country were at 
last ali ye to tl10 diilicultics of the position, 
and the pressing necessity for rrogre~s. He 
would, he re}'eatcd, have had no objection to 
give his SU]Jport to the present Government 
if they lmd included those t;vo important 
points of poliey in their vrogramme. .Ho 
had no other reason lo Op]10se them. He 
must say, he Lhought there was a slight shade 
of insincerity in one portion of that pro­
gramme. He referred to the absence of any 
expressed intention to abolish the two-thirds 
clauo;c, as it 1vas clear tluct unlebs that clause 
were done away with no additional represPn­
tation wa,; likely io be clfcdoLl. He looked 
Ullon the abwnce of any mention of the two-

thirds elausc as nothing more or less than a 
denial on the part of the Government of any 
intention to bring about a re-distribution of 
seats. He had no doubt they had made up 
their minds, and that they did not intend to 
alter the electorates of the colony. He was 
in principle O}Jposccl to the presence of that 
clause in the Constitution Act. He also 
objectr,d to the small number of members in 
that House; hut it was clear that no alteration 
could be made without the desired change. 
'l'o come to the question of railways, as it 
had been mentioned in the amendments moved 
by the honorable member for Eastern Down~, 
he fully intended to give his SU]Jport to the 
general principle of railways of a cheap 
character, where they could be constructed 
without the expenditure of large sums of the 
]mblic money. Personally, he did not sec his 
way clear to the successful establishment of 
such a system at present. He himself could 
not see it; when he did, he should be prepared 
to SU])}JOl't it, if the details of the scheme 
should, in his opinion, be ap]llicable to the cir­
cumstances of the colony. He believed there 
were honorablo members on that side of the 
House who were prepared with a scheme 
suitable to the views they entertained, and to 
produce it when the proper time came. But 
that scheme he had not seen, nor did he know 
what it was intended to bring about. He 
therefore wishecl it to be clearly understood, 
that until he knew the particulars of that 
scheme he should not give it his unqualified 
support. As he had stated at the commence­
ment of his remarks, he should not have 
spoken at all, if he had not been drawn out 
by the honorable member for Ipswich, as he 
was in no way prepared to address the House 
on such an important occasion, and he had 
simply taken the opportunity of expressing 
his opinions on the general question. He 
would conclude by saying that he should 
support the amendments. 

.M.r. Ji:mroNDsroNE said he believed that 
the inhabitants of this city, of which he had 
the horror to be one of the representatives, 
would expect that he should take some side 
on the question before the House. Now, he 
was decidedly of opinion that the policy of 
the present ]\,finistry was not a policy the 
country would approve of; or that, having 
such a policy, the Ministry would be able to 
rule the country successfully. He, therefore, 
must vote in favor of the amendment. In 
the development of their policy, the Ministry 
had told the HouEe that railways might be 
com;tructed, if arrange'rnents could be made 
with companies to undcriake such works, ancl 
be remunerated by receiving grants of land. 
Ministers had also told the House that the 
Brisbane and Ipswich Railway might come 
in the same category. Now, that was what 
he and those with whom he acted in respect 
to the Brisbane and Ipswich .Railway could 
not stand. The people of Brisbane had been 
la boring under serious disad nmtages ever 
since railways were commenced. Of all that 
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he had heard during the present debate, he 
was most surprised by the extraordinary 
attack that was m ado on the honorable gentle­
man who moved the amendment-and that 
by the honorable member for Ipswich. Now, 
of all the mistakes the lwnorabfo member for 
Eastern Downs, 11r. Jl.1acalistcr, ever com­
mitted, his greatest were in favoring Ipswich 
to the extent he did, when membe~ for that 
town. All his principal misdeeds were com­
mitted through a desire to benefit Ipswich. 
"When he was in the Ministry, while represent­
ing that constituency, if they w·antcd £2,000 
for their roads-there was the moi1ey. If they 
wanted a l0an of £3,000 for the improvement 
of the streets of the town-there was the 
money; or if they wanted £3,000 to assist 
them in connection with the School of Arts­
there was the money. The inhabitants of 
Brisbane had far more to complain of on 
account of the conduct of the honorable 
member who now represented the Eastern 
Downs, than the people of Ipswich had ; and 
yet it was only by the honorable member 
for Ipswich that he was attacked. Was the 
raih1ay, he would ask, commenced for the 
benefit of Brisbane P No ; it was com­
menced for the purpose of favoring Ipswich. 
The people of Brisbane were required to be 
content with the means of communication by 
river ; but, Ipswich was proYidcd with a 
railway to cuable them to bring the pro­
duce of the interior to their very doors. 
Almost every act of the honorable gentle­
man, when he was member for Ipswich, was 
directed to obtaining money for expenditure 
on that town, or for the purpose of benefitting 
it in some way or other. The party which he 
(Mr. Edrnondstone) belonged to at that time, 
strenuously opposed the railway policy of the 
Government of the day. They opposed it on 
the ground that the cost of the railway would 
be a burden the country could not support. 
They endeavored to shew to the honoraule 
gentleman in every possible way that the 
railway would be an enormous extravagance, 
and that to borrow so large a sum of money 
as would be required to construct it would 
impose a burden upon the people they would 
scarcely ever be able to got rid of. Such 
had been found to be the case; and it was 
hanging like a millstone round their necks at 
the present time. But it was not one gentle­
man only, or the Ministry alone, that was to 
blame, but the whole Parliament, for the 
railway c.ould not have been gone on with 
unless the Parliament had sanctioned it. 
'l.'he highest authority in the colony, and both 
Houses of Parliament, were alike responsible 
for it. Then, why should the honoraulc gen­
tleman, who was then Minister for vYorks, 
he entirely blamed for it now? It was wrong 
to cast upon him the whole of the blame. 
He was not sure that he would have spoken 
on the present occasion if the honorable 
member who last addressed the House had 
not adverted to the vote which he and others 
gave when the Lille;y Government was thrown 

out. Now, the explanation he had to give 
for his vote on that occasion was similar to 
the explanation that had been given by the 
honorable member for the Northern Downs. 
As that honoraule member had stated, honor­
able members now on the Opposition side of 
the House voted against the J'IT in is try, not 
for the purpose of casting blame upon the 
honorable member for Fortitude Valley for 
any of his acts, but because they had not, at 
the time, confidence in the :rviinistry as a body. 
They all knew how the Land Act of lfl(i8 
was handled by the Minister for Lands in the 
late Government. The session before the 
last they were given to believe by the 
Treasurer that they would have a surplus; 
but instead of that, they had had a deficiency. 
Of course, that might be the Treasurer's 
misfortune, and not his fault. It would be 
useless for him to say that he would support 
any Government that would not undertalce 
to carry out the extension of the raihmy 
from Ipswich to Brisbane. The people of 
Brisbane had for years trusted to that work 
being commenced and carried out, and up 
to the present time they had been disap­
pointed ; but he hoped now to see it 
commenced in a short time. He would be 
exceedingly glad to see the railway carried 
out by a company, somewhat on the Jlrinciplc 
the tramway was to have been carried out.. 
The tramway company had not suilicient 
powers given them to carry on the work they 
undertook; and if the Government had re­
scinded the Act, and passed another Act 
giving greater powers to the company, 
capitalists would have come forward with 
the necessary means, and the work, which 
would have been a most useful work, would 
have been carried out. But everything was 
done to make the projeet a failure, and it 
was a failure. As to their extravagant rail­
way policy, as it had been described, it 
probably did not emanate from the .Minister 
for Lands and vYorks; but possiuly it 
originated with a hig-her authority. HolY­
ever that might be, the Parliament passed 
the Act for its construction, and now the 
colony was burdened with a very heavy debt 
indeed ; and unless by some extraordinary 
way-perhaps by increasing the debt so as to 
complete the railways, and thereby obtain an 
increased revenue from the portion that had 
been already constructed, he did not see 
how they would be able to relieve them­
selves from the burden. The honorable 
the Minister for Works, when referring to 
railways, said that any railway that might 
be constructed, should go through .East 
Moreton for the benefit of the large agricul­
tural population settled in that distriet. 
\,Yell, was the railway he was now advocating 
not to go through East Moreton P \Vhy, it 
was to go through the yery centre of East 
Jl.1:oreton. He had been all over East More­
ton, and he knew every portion of it. There 
was not a place scarcely that he did not go 
to, in order to see where road~ were roq uired. 
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Every time he asked for money for roads for 
the district, while he represented the con­
stituency, he received promises which in 
some instances only were fulfilled. Yet 
now it was put forward, that any rail­
way "orks that might be constructed should 
pass through a portion of the country 
which had hitherto received but a small 
amount for the formation and mainten­
ance of common roads. The railway now 
nsked for would greatly benefit the farmers 
in the district of East M:oreton tlll'ough 
which it would pass ; and the agriculturists 
settled in the other portions of th0 district, 
would he satis l.icd to receive a portion of the 
£50,000 it "as proposed to raise by loan, for 
the formation of ordinary roads where they 
were requircd, ancl the repair of those that 
were in an almost impassable condition. He 
would not, however, consent to the expendi­
ture of the money being entrusted to the 
honorablc the :Minister for vV orks. For the 
<'Xpcnditure of such moneys, they ought to 
ha I'C road Loards·estalJlished throughout the 
several districts of the colony. He was not 
a little astonished to find, that on the railway 
question, the Minister for Yl orks and the 
Treasurer contradicted each other. 'l'hc 
htter hcnoralJle gentleman said that if there 
were a rail1vay to Homa, sheep and wool 
could be brought from the interior to the 
head of navigtction at much loss expense 
than at present; and that the raihvay would 
create a traffic for itself. Now, he fully 
agreed with all that. But the honorahle the 
Ministe1~ for \Vorks said-" \Vhy make a 
raihn1.y to lloma through a country where 
there was only a few sheep ?-to a place that 
was becoming depopulated more and more 
every clay, and whieh, in a very short time, 
would Le wholly deserted?" 

The SECHETAJ<Y FOR PvBLIC \YoRKS stated 
that what he said was, that, so far as his 
opinion went, the country through >Yhich 
such a line would pass \Yas almost a wilder· 
ncss; and he asked tltem-why make a 
railway for squatters ?-adding, that if a 
company could be got to do it on certain 
terms, all good and wcll,-and he could have 
no objection to that. 

. Mr . .EDMONDSTONE: Well, he would accept 
the correction; but, nevertheless, ·what the 
honorable gentleman said was exactly the op­
posite of what was stated by the Treasurer. It 
was advocated by the latter honorable gentle­
man that the railway should be made to Horn a, 
paying for it by grants of land. Now, that 
was exactly the way in which it was generally 
desired that railways should be made; but if 
the question should be referred to a select 
committee, as it had been suggested it should 
be, never anything more would be heard of 
it, till it was made the subject of a fresh dis­
cussion in the House. He certainly hoped tlmt 
a sufficient sum would be put in any Loan Bill 
that might he brought Lefore the House for 
the completion of the railway bct;vccn llris­
Lane and Ipswich. The rest of the railways 

that had been suggested, would, he hoped, 
be carried out by companies, anrl paid for by 
grants of land; if companies could be found 
that would enter upon such undertaJrings. 
The question of immigration had been so far 
settled, and he trusted it would be allowed 
to remain where it was, and that the system 
now in operati0n would be allowed to have a 
fair trial. He hoped that, whoever might be 
in power, the question of additional repre­
sentation wo::tld not be lost sight of; for 
until there was increased representation, the 
colony was not likely to progress very 
rapidly. 'ro get rid of the two-thirds clause 
might occasion some difficulty, bnt.he thought 
the question of its repeal should be agitated 
until its repeal was obtained. That clause in 
the constitution had operated most .mis­
chievously from the beginning, and he hoped 
that every exertion would be made to have it 
done away with. In 1864 it was promised 
that an amendment of the Act would bJ 
made, and a census was taken, in order to 
provide a basis for the re-arrangement of dis­
tricts ; but, in.lieu of such re arrangement of 
districts, they got an Additional Members 
Bill, and the consequence was that they were 
now in the same unprogres,ive state, as re­
garded parties in the House, that they were 
in at the beginning. Now, what was wanted, 
was, that, for districts whore population had 
increased, the representation should be in­
creased; and that, where population had 
decreased, the representation should be 
diminished. "\Vhat he advocated was the 
continuation of immigration, an alteration in 
the representative system of the colony, the 
construction of railways ; and he might add 
that he would like to see the matter of pro-, 
tcction introduced for experiment only. 'l'hoy 
had seenitinoperation to some extent under the 
ad valorem duties, which had had the effect 
of raising up a few new industries, such, for 
example, as the establishment of salt works 
and tanneries. He thought they might 
follow the example of the colony of Victoria, 
where a groat many new industries had 
sprung up since the adoption of a protective 
policy ; and he had no cloulJt that, if they did 
so, the colony would be greatly benefitted . 

Dr. BENSON said that, as a northern mem­
ber, and as a new member, he had waited 
till about the last-till he had heard the 
speeches of most other honorable members­
in order to be guided in some degree by 
them in coming to a determination as to 
how he should vote on the present occasion. 
(Laughter.) The members of the Ministry 
laughed at him for saying so ; but he 
had now to tell them that he had made 
up his mind to oppose the present Govern­
ment. Since he had been in the colony, 
he had come to the determination not to 
wpport a Ministry wholly composed of 
gentlemen representing one interest. Now, 
he saw on the 11inisterial benches gentle­
men, all of whom were engaged in the 
same pursuils ; aud he did not conside1·1 
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therefore, that, naturally, they could legislate 
for the general interests of the rolonv. \V hen 
he looked at the Opposition side of the House 
!1e saw gent! en: en there w ~10 were cngagt•d 
m every pursmt, and representing personally 
almost every calling in the colony. He 
saw .there merchants, squatters, barristers, 
medical men, and other profes. ional 
men ; and they wore men who ;yere 
prepared to bring forward such a policy 
as the colony had never yet seen. \Vhen 
he addressed the elcct,ws of Clermont he 
said he believed that a new era was abo~t to 
dawn upon the colony; and since he entered 
the House he had been confirmed in that 
opmwn. He came to that House as the 
representative of working meo, and he was 
proud to have the honor of holding a seat in 
the House as such. He was, he believed, 
the first to secum the return of a member 
to represent the workin"' ela<s in the 
House ; and now he had "himself been re­
turned by the same class of men. At home 
th.e working-classes were beginning to be 
fairly represented ; and it was the Tories 
they had to thank for it. He did not mean 
to say anything against the free-traders of 
Great Britain; but he feared the working 
classes must never expect to derive any 
benefit fron~ them. Before speaking seriously 
on any subJect, he wished to call attention 
to the remarks that were made by the hon­
orable member for vV est 1\foreton, with re­
spect to the way honorablo members voted 
on the motion. as to the right of Mr. Sande­
man to contmue to hold the seat for the 
Lcichhardt. Now, he had to say that he 
voted conscientiously on that occasion, and 
he believed that every other honorable mem­
ber, also, did. He- spoke conscientiously, 
and he hoped it would be found that he 
always did so. Now, he felt it to be his 
duty to oppose the present Ministry, and. 
he always would oppose them, though he 
should always like to see the clas; they 
belonged to fairly represented in the House. 
He was happy to Le able to say that some 
of the best friends he had in the colony 
belonged to the squattincr class--friends 
personally and politically. "'Ho was glad to 
!mow that some belonging to that class wore 
waking up to a sense of \Yhat was necessary 
for the general interests of the colony. 
He did not mean to say that the position 
the squatters had hitherto occupied in 
tho House was not one they were bound 
to take in consideration of their own in­
terests. It >ms only natural that they, 
being tenants of the Crown, shonld desire to 
come into the House, so as to Le in a position 
to maintain their own interests. Now, lJC 
must say that he ihou14ltt that the leasing of 
the Crown lands was the worst thing that 
ever could have hap]Jenocl to the colony ; for 
it had had the effect, most undoubtedly, of 
retarding the progress not only of Quel'nslancl 
but of every other colony m "\ ustralia. He 
had no hesitation in saying that it had Lcen 

the curse of Queensland; and until the lands 
were thrown open to free selection, there 
would never be a really prosperous community 
settled in the colony. He did not mean to 
say that the lauds should at once be taken 
from those who held them from the Crown 
on lease. That was a course that must be 
pursued gradually. The leasing system, as 
he had already said, was a wrong system from 
the beginning, but the Crown lessees could not 
be turned out at once, for they had. priva'e 
rights, which must be respected. The ehn.ngc, 
however, must be gradually brougllt about. 
The leasing system would always be an 
incubus on the countrv; and he believed 
that every squatter wo"uld yet see that Jt 
would be for his own interest, as well as for 
the interest of the colony at large, that he 
should gradually relax his hold upon the 
la.nds. He had a local matter to refer to in 
the next place, ancl that was the case of the 
Clermont Hospital. A few dt1ys a;2;0 he 
applied at the Colonial Secretary's Oiiice for 
the money that was due, by wte of Parlia­
ment, for the hospital, since the commence­
ment of the present year. vVell, the Under­
Colonial Secretarv informed him that the 
monPy had not been forwarded because the 
hospital committee had not complied with the 
trrms of the vote by making direct applica­
tion. Now, the money used to be transmitted 
quarterly until within the last nine months of 
18(59 ; but nothing at all had been received 
during the present year. He was told that 
the secretary to the hospital would have to 
write down for it; but that it could not be 
got yet, because there was no money. vV ell, 
after his receiving such an answer, honorable 
members could fancy what was his astonish­
ment to find that last week £600 was sent up 
to the Ipswich Hospital-but that, he sup­
posed, might be accounted for by the fact that 
the only six members the Ministry had to 
support them, were the members for Ipswich 
and VV est l\1 oroton. That was whut he had 
hoard, but he could not provP that it was 
correct. However, as regarded the Clcrmont 
Hospital, he could assure the House that no 
portiou of the vote was forthcoming as yet. 
The interests of the Clermont constituency 
ha.d always been neglected, as long as the 
prec,cnt I\finistry had been in power; and 
while the member for Clermont sat on the 
Opposition side of the House. The next 
question he would refer to was, the questton 
of SPparation. In taking up that question, 
he did so voluntarily ; it was not forced 
upon him, but he brought it before his con­
stituents Yoluntarily; and he did so, because 
it seemed to him that the roople were very 
lulwwarm on the subject. He took it up, and 
he shmYecl the constituency that there was not 
likely to be any justice done to the north 
until there was separation ; but he was not 
required to pledge himself upon the matter. 
However, lw would continue to hold the 
same views upon the subject of separation, 
as he enunciated to his constituency, and to 
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maintain the necessity for separation until 
he saw a marked change on the part of 
the Government in its treatment of the elaims 
of the north. He had, he believed, induced 
lwnorablc memlwrs o~t the Opposition side of 
the House to take an interest in the question 
of separation; and on that account he would 
oppose the present Ministry. Not one word 
had been said by the mcmlwrs of the Govern­
ment on the s1ihject of separation; and the 
honorable the Colonial Secretary knew that, 
with his present supporters, he was not in a 
position to deal with the question. Now, he 
could show why the honorablo member was 
diffident to go into the matter. The honorable 
member for Maryborough, at pres<'nt JYiinistor 
for \Vorks, said, on the 5th of Iviay last year, 
as wonlLl be found in "Hansard," column 
one, page 37-

" He did not mean to sav that those honomble 
members were traitors at J1e>trt who advocated 
sepamtion; bnl; such aclvocaey was traitorous to the 
well-being ancl future prosperity of Queensland, 
nevertheless." 

Now, how far, he \Yould ask, n-as the qu0stion 
or separation likely to be supported by an 
honorable member who would spc<tk in that 
way r 'l'hen the honorablc member, on the 
same occasion, continued to sl1y-

" He could not help remarking that, •vhen allu­
sion wns made to separation by the honomblc 
member for the Kenncdy, the houorable the Colo­
nial Tr""sm·er wtts the first to cheer !Le observJ­
tion. Now, he believed it wtts part of the policy 
of Brisbane gentlen1cn to pro1notc separat,ion." 

\V ell, he was glacl to find that the members 
for Brisbane did take an interest ill the ques­
tion of separation ; , and if by their action 
ilnaneial separation wore obtained - such 
iinaneial separation as was desired- then 
the north ~'ould get nearly all that was 
wanted. Now, because of the interest taken 
by the Oprosition in the md.ter oi s0paration, 
lto would support them. Then, again, the 
present lwnorable Colonial Treasurer said, 
on the subjcet of separation. on the 7th July 
last year, as reported in " Hansard," column 
one, ])age ,_14-J,-

" Ho did not agree with the honomble member 
at the he:td of the Government about eeparatwu ; 
for, he thought, premature separ:dion would be 
n. very gr~m .. t ev-il : he coHlcl sec an enonnous in­
CJ"ease of cxpcndiLurc, the multiplieD Lion of custom 
houses on the coast ancl on the border, and an 
interference wiLh trade which they must briug with 
them. Qucen"laud must lose a great deal in posi­
tion by division: if cut up into small colonies, we 
couLlnot carry the same \\eight, at lunnc, or in 
relation to the o1-h\ r eolonit•s, as 11ow; nor orcupy 
the impo1·!:111t P'"'ition whidt it. w:1s lwpccl Que•·ns­
land wns ,~hort.ly to hold amongst the L\..u~trali,t11 
colonies. lf !hi.; applied now-if it applied to the 
South, it would apply with much more force to 
the K ort.h. The expenditure of the South would 
not be very Inuch incrcttscd, thonQh the revenue 
would be somcwlHlt dimini,hocl, by scpuml.iou; 
but the expenditure of the North \\·oulcl be 
seriou::-ly increased if it were erceiA:t.l into a new 

colony, and the people should comidcr whether 
that expenditure was such as they could bear." 

Then, again, at the foot of the second column 
of the same page, the honomlJle gentleman 
was reported as having said-

" lie could not, herepeatecl, see that the North 
hnd been so much injured. There were many 
plttces in the South that were not more beuefittcd 
by the rail way than Eookhampton." 

Now, he would like to call the attention of 
the honorable member for Rockhampton to 
those statements; and he would ask him how 
he could support a Ministry that was opposed 
to the construction of railways in the north, 
and to separation. The honorable member 
for Hockhampton told his constituents that 
he would not vledge himself to separation ; 
and !to acted in a most honomble manner in 
saying that he would not come to the House 
as the delegate of any committee, but would 
take his seat as an independent member, 
representing the constituency of Rockhamp­
ton. Now, he hoped the honorablc member 
would vote with the Opposition on the ques­
tion before the House. The present Ministry, 
he maintained, had no right to expect the 
votes of the northern members on the present 
occasion. J<:xcept the honorable the Colonial 
Secretary-he being at the hmdof the Govern­
ment-there was not a northern member idw 
ought to vote ,-ith the present Ministry. He 
knew it would be a great inconvenience to 
northern members to have to go before their 
constituencies again so soon after their having 
been returned ; but he was not afraid at all to 
meet the constituency of Clermont ag~tin. 
N ohvithstauding all the 1Jowerful influence 
that might be brought to boar against him, he 
could carry the election at any time, so long 
as he pursued a consistent course, and advo­
cate-d the interests of his constituents. It 
would not be in the power of the unchanged 
and unchangeable fourteen electors for Beau­
fort to turn him out. They always voted the 
same way; and so assured was he as to the 
way they would vote at the last election, that 
he did not go to the trouble of sending a 
scrutineer io Beaufort. He must certainly 
give the honorable the Colonial Secretary 
credit for the way in which he brought his 
men so well up to the scratch. He now came 
to the question of additional representation. 
He was fully com·inced that additional repre­
S('niation was absolutely necessary. It was 
glaringly evident that an increase of members 
was required, by the fact that the three mem­
bers for Ipswich, and the three members for 
\V est Mo'reton were the only supporters of 
the present Ministry. The whole of the 
main strength of the .Ministry dcpendl'd upon 
ono town in the colony. That was the posi­
tion of the Ministry that would go back to the 
country and test the opinions of the consti­
tuencies. }~very honorable member who had 
come from the north lmd expreswcl his oppo­
sition to tlw present 11 inistry; though it iYUS 
a northern member who was at the head of 
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the Government. The honorable member for 
the Th~itchcll, who the other evening took his 
~eat m the House, signally defeated the 
present Attorney-General at the election ; 
and therefore, under all these circumstances, 
he considered it was a farce for the present 
Ministry to speak of a dissolution. However, 
if His .Excellency the Governor granted a 
dissolution, he (Dr. Bcnson), was quite 
ready and willing to meet his constituents. 
He trusted that when the Additional Mem· 
hers Bill was before the House, if the present 
Ministry stood, that they would take some 
measures to put out their friends. It 1vas 
too bad that the town which was onlv the 
third in size in the colony should se;cl in 
three members, and Rockhampton, the second 
town, should send in only one member, to 
the Assembly. He hoped that the Govern· 
ment >>ere sincere in their wish to carry that 
Bill. He thought, he had a right to have a 
doubt about thi~ subject, because the honor­
ablc the Colonial Secretary's views in July, 
1870, were very different from those he 
expressed in August, 1869. The honora1lc 
gentleman said, on Tuesday evening, that the 
last subject of which he would speak was 
additional representation; and he would say, 
he believed the House, as at present, was too 
small. If there were no other reasons for 
enlarging the number of members--and there 
were many which he would not detain the 
House 1y entering into-one reason was that 
in a House of thirty-t»o members they >Yore 
too apt to get diYicled into cliques and parties, 
and to disregard the main question-the 
welfare of the colony-by frequently running 
into what would suit parties for the time 
being. He would bring in and support a 
Bill to largely increase the rcprcsentu tion of 
the colony. Now, to compare that with the 
former statement, made a Yery short time 
ago. On turning to page 704 of" l:Iansard," 
for 1869, that hononthle gentleman said-

" If the Ministry were so earnest about paesing 
an Additional l\lembers Bill or a Re-distribution 
Bill, their first step should be to try their power 
in the House, by bringing in a Bill to repeal the 
two-thirdo clause ; that was their simple duty, 
an cl they had the example of the New South 
\Vales }'arliament before them " 
J'l othing could be more patent. vVas it not 
evident as anything could possibly 1e, that 
the promise of an Additional Mem1ers Bill 
was a perfect sham-a perfect farce ? The 
Colonial Secretary's views could not have 
changed so much; ancl the honorable gentle­
man was as perfectly a•~ arc, to-night, that it 
Tras impossible to rarry that Bill, »ithout the 
repeal of the two-thirds clause, as he was a 
year ago. vYith regard to the amendments, 
his (Dr. Benson's) views coincided, perhaps, 
somewhat with those of the Opposition; 
because he believed that, in a colony like this, 
without any industries opened up as yet, 
it was a matter of importance for labor to 
get employment. The lands were locked up ; 
there were no manufactures; there was only 

one thing a laborer could do, and that was 
to go shepherding. Until the colony could 
offer other inducements to labor to come 
hither-without the land was opened up ancl 
railways extended-it was nonsense to talk 
n1out immigration. As soon as ever rail­
ways were to be started, there was, first, 
the employment for labor ; and, second, 
when the railways »ere formed, there was 
the land alongside to be settled and culti­
vated; and, again, there was the certain 
communication with a market for the pro­
duce of the land. This was too poor a colony 
to go into the su1ject in the extensive way 
that America had done; still, until a move 
was mnde in the right direction-until the 
surplus population of England, and Europe 
at large, was shewn that the Government 
were in earnest in the work of national ad­
vancement-it was, he repeated, nonsense 
to expect people to come. vVhat was the 
Yiew which honorahle members who occupied 
the Treasury benches took P They did not 
require white lahor, but Coolies, here. There 
was a vast diirerence between settling a white 
and a black population in this colony. The 
Minister for Lands asserted that the country 
was being settled ; and, further, that the 
richer the rich man, the richer the poor. 
Now, he (Dr. Ben son) said that the country 
was not being settled, but that the popula­
tion was going out of it. Though there ,.~ere 
agricultural farms in larger number than 
before, the populations of the towns were 
not increasing ; the plantations th~1t • .-ere 
taken up employed 1ut a few white men 
and a large number of blacks. A white 
population would no more attempt to com-

lJcte with black people, here, than in :Eng­
and. \Vhat would be said if ICanalws went 

to :England to compote with white labor? 
There ,.-oulcl 1e a revolution, at once. But 
the clif!erence of opinion on the settlement 
of the country arose from the different views 
that honorable gentlemen in the :Ministry 
took of white labor. There was one element 
that the ]}finister for Lands should remem­
ber, and that he loFt sight of in his argu­
ment-that was, the market for produce. 
So long as there was a market for manu· 
facturcs and produce, capital and labor 
regulated each other; but immediately the 
market fell off, the relations between capital 
and labor were altered. If Great Britain 
could manufacture more than the world 
could consume, immediately the relations of 
capital and labor »oulcl be altered. And, 
when capitalists competed with each other, 
where profits that were large became less, 
then the labor price came clown. \Vhen the 
returns on capital came clown to the lowest 
interest, it would not be expended in the 
country ; but another market was sought 
for it in the world. England was in that 
position at the present time; for foreign 
nations were manufacturing for thcmsel>es, 
and there >Yas sueh a glut of money in Eng­
land, now, as might never arise ag;ain. ]}'[mm-
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factures were overdone. England was taking 
no steps to populate this colony. The market 
was glutted with money, interest was lo"ll", 
and capitalists were seeking for various outlets 
for investment. Now was the time for this 
colony to go and borrow monev, to get it at 
low interest, and to make Queensland pro­
gress, and attractive for immigrants. Honor­
able members were all perfectly well aware 
of the minerals which abounded, of the rich 
pastoral lands, of the rich plantation lands : 
they could make a profit of fifty per cent. 
out of England's money. If iw were a 
speculator, and he could got flYe millions of 
money, which could be got in England, he 
"1\'ould be able to make a very good thing, 
indeed, of it in this colony. The honorable 
the Colonial Secretary said, regarding immi­
gration, the German portion of which this 
year would cost £18,000, that the Govern­
ment would require a very large sum to 
carry out the schemes previously formed. 
If the Agent-General's views were carried 
into operation, the total amounts required 
would be between £45,000 and £50,000. 
vVhether that money would ever be repaid to 
the colony, as was hoped by the promoters of 
the Immigration Act, was a question of time; 
in the meantime, however, if the Act was 
to be carried out, the money was wanted. 
It was manifest from the foregoing that the 
honorable gentleman's views were not very 
hopeful on the subject of immigration. As 
he seemed willing, however, to carry out the 
provisions of the Act, honorable members 
must not complain. 'l'o relieve his despond­
ency, he (Dr. Dcnson) might just giv-e him a 
few facts from" The Statesman's Year Book 
for 1870," concerning American immigration: 
-In 185G there were about 142,000 immi­
grants landed at the port of New York. It 
was found upon inquiry-that was, the ques­
tion was asked of each immigrant as to the 
amount of capital in his possession-that the 
average amount of money possessed by each 
on landing was sixty-eight dollars. And, it 
was shown afterwards, that many actually 
possessed more, haYing concealed the amount; 
and that their average of capital was 150 dol­
lars, taking into consideration tools, clothes, 
&c. So that the immigrants actually pos­
sessed more capital than the people of the 
country; collectively they were richer. And, 
that was unassisted immigration. If immi­
gration were directed to this country, it 
would be found that capital would be brought 
into the country in like manner; it would 
not haye to be borrowed f-or immigration. 
It had been calculated that the Germans alone 
brought into the United States, 11,000,000 
of dollars a year, and that from 1847 to 
1850, the amount was 5,000,000,000 of dol­
lars. And if 300,000 immigrants arrived 
annually, they would bring into the country 
a capital of 382,000,000 of dollars. Now, 
those facts spoke for themselves, and they 
could not be got over. He referred to 

the " Statesman's Year Book," because it 
was an unquestionable authority. Now, if 
such people were to come out here, they 
must be able to find something to do ; or, 
they must not be expected to come. It 
would not do for them to come up from 
Moreton Day to walk about the streets with 
their hands in their pockets. Preparations 
must be made for them by special agents. 
It was an established fact, that in the State 
of New York, as· soon as the immigrants 
arrived, they were taken charge of. The 
poorest class of immigrants were not allowed 
to remain in the city ; they were forwarded 
to the intl'rior. No doubt the honorable the 
Colonial Secretary would say that was an 
interference with the liberty of the subject. 
vVith regard to local self-government, there 
was a great deal to be said. He (Dr. Benson), 
as a northern member, was afraid to say 
much to-night; but as the House had been 
informed that the country was on the eve of 
a change, he must first look to hi~ own 
interests ; and secondly, he must let lns con­
stituents know that his views were in accor­
dance with their interests. If he were a little 
tedious, he hoped the House would bear with 
him. He agreed with Durke's view, who 
said, Pttrliament was not a congress of 
ambassadors from different and hostile inter­
ests, which interests each must maintain as 
an agent and advocate against other agents 
and advocates ; but Parliament was an 
assembly of one nation, with one interest, 
where, not local purposes, not local prejudices, 
ought to guide, but the uni ycrsal good, result­
ing from the general reason of the whole. 
He asked, if the Parliament of Queensland 
ever could be such a Parliament, as long as 
honorable members came clown from Clcrmont 
ano. other places, ancl, if they wanted a little 
bit of an hospital granted, must go begging 
to the gentlemen on the Treasury benches P 
So long as the House was constituted as it 
was, so long as it usurped municipal functions, 
so long honorable members could not hope 
to be as of one nation, with one interest for 
the universal good, without local prejudices 
and different interests. At the present day, 
the council in Prussia, the deputies in Prance, 
were engaged in considering the subject of 
decentralization; it was one that was being 
considered, now, in Italy, in Spain, in Austria, 
and all through the continent of Europe; it 
had received attention in Americ.a long ago, 
and was carried out to its full extent in 
the United States. 'When old continental 
countries were adopting local self-government, 
when it was put forward as the only system 
under which liberty could exist, and when it 
was taken up by the continental journals which 
warmly insisted upon municipal rights for 
the provinces, it was time for Qucenslandcrs 
to see about adopting some such enlightened 
system, notwithstanding that there were 
difficulties in the way with the population so 
scattered throughout the country-something 
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suited to the wants of the colony. The 
NI inister for Public '\V orks said only last 
year, that 

"He was ne>cr yet able to see how provincial 
councils, or any other system of local go>eJ•nnwnt, 
in this curiously-peopled country, could be carried 
out." 

\Yell, of course, it was one of the honoraLle 
gentleman's usual erratic ideas :-

"If all were alike-if the people folle>wccl the 
same occupations-if the districts were all the 
>:nne size, and had the same number of popn­
btion-some scheme might be adopted that might 
he applicable to all; but with the varied interc,ts 
that existed, lw could not give his aclhcs!on at all 
to what was calleclloc<tl self-go>crmnent." 

As a northern man, he (Dr. Bcnson) said he 
had nothing to expect from the Ministerial 
side of the .House on local self-government: 
and, consequently, he would vote with the 
Opposition. Now, with regard to the fiscal 
policy of the country :-The l{ight Honorable 
,f ames \Yilson said-

" :Finance is not mere arit.hmctic-finance is a 
great policy and lies at the bottom, at the root of 
the govcmmcnt of every country. \Vithont sound 
finance, no sound· government is possible. \Yith­
out sound govm·mncnt, no soun<l finance is 
pos,iblc. In the commercial and fiscal policy of 
a nation lie the foundation, the happiness, the 
prosperity, and the wdfaec, not only of the work­
ing classes,. bnt of capitalists also." 

Now, although the Colonial Treasurer had 
not brought any policy before the House, at 
all, vet it would have been well for him, if 
he wit,hed to command any votes on the 
Oppo~ition side of the House, to l1ave 
adopted some policy-he should have fore­
shadowed it, in f:ome d0gree ; he might have 
told the House in a straightforward manner 
whether he was going L to protect local 
industries, or whether he intended to adopt 
the system of free-trade, or the system of 
}'rotection, or a system beh>ecn the two. 
He had told the House nothing whatever 
about the subject. Consequently, it was 
useless for him (Dr. I3enson) to go into 
the question at all, although he »as prepared 
to do so. He next came to the question of 
railways. It was perfedly useless for him 
to say much upon that subject, becanse so 
mnch lmd been said alread,y. The House 
were well aware that the colony was sadly in 
'mnt of a system of railways, and that no 
country in the world required them so much 
ro~ Australia did ;-the facts of having no 
wwigable rivers, and of communication with 
ilte interior being so frequently interrupted 
in the rainy season, and of the difficulty of 
constructing good roads, rendered it m'ces­
~->ary ihat some system of cheap railways 
~ltou!,l be adopted at once. He maintained 
that some good system of communication 
between the interior and the seaboard could 
he carried out cheaper than by ordinary 
roads. 'Vhen he said ordinary roads, he 

meant roads that, once formed anclmetalled, 
wonlcl carry traffic from year's end to year's 
end, with atiention to repairs. But if the 
House went into that svstem, it would be 
more expensiYo than a sy~tcm of cheap ra~l­
»ays. .He knew something about them, 
because he had practical experience of them, 
and he was perfectly well a\Yar,~. from tlte 
estimates he bad made on the subject, that n 
good system of railways for this colony could 
be made for £2,00J a mile. There was no 
douht about tJ.at; and, if the colony adopted 
the American system of laying and working 
now lines of railway, there woulcl bo no diHi­
cnlty in malcing them for less. There was an 
absurd idea that it was necessary to complete 
the linos before allowing them to be workecl. 
He had been on the Gran cl IV cstc-rn I\ ail­
way and the Grand Trunk l\ailway of 
Canada, and he had seen portions of the 
lines for months - some of them for a 
year-totally nnballasted. The major part 
of the roads in that country were not 
ballasted, not a particle of masonry put 
in the tunnels, trestle-work carried over the 
rivers, the earthworks dumped in from the 
cuUings: the rails were laid, and traffic went 
on some time before the line »as finished. 
I3y adopting such a cheap system, with cheap 
way-side stations, tlte conductors travelling 
on the trains instead of hrtving station­
masters, it would be found that snch lines as 
he spoke of could be constructed for less 
than £2,000 a mile. \Yith reference to some 
of the vie1vs of the GoYernment, there was 
something contradictory; and it 1Yould be a 
matter of importance for the Honsc to Le 
able to believe in their sincPrity. In the 
seventh paragraph of the Speech, he read-

" You will be asked to empower the Govern­
ment to contract with private inclividurrls, or 
comp,mics, for tl10 construction of che>Lp lines of 
railway in the interior, and to pay for same by 
grants of lands, along the lines to be constrnctcd." 
Now, he found that the honorable the 
Colonial Secretary's idea was, to RhelYe the 
question altogether, for that honorable w'ntle­
man had said that, as to railways, there was 
such a diYersity of opinion, that the Go>ern­
ment ~aw nothing for it, if tiwy remained in 
power, but to ask for a Committee of the 
House, who would go thoroughly into the 
whole question of cheap railways. The 
impro>cments which of late years had been 
made at home rendered it very neccss:1ry 
that the greatest care should be taken before 
committing the country to a great amount of 
expcuse. He belieYed that it would be 
dc·sirable that the Government slwuld enter 
into agr.,cmcnts for the construction of rail­
ways into the intPrior, or he would rven go 
so far as to say from Ipswich to Hrisbane, if 
grants of land would be t:1ken in return. 
The honorable tlw Secretary for \Y orks had, 
however, with his usual tact, :macle a clean 
breast of the whole matter, nml said railways 
had been a curse to the whole colony; that 



Address in Repl,y [7 JULY.] to Opening Speecll, 95 

£3,000,000 had been spent on 131 miles of 
line, the cost being something like £l,.t,OOO 
a mile. Now, this was from a letter son t by 
the honorablo gmtleman to his constitu­
ents:-

" l\fy constituents will remember how strenu­
ously I oppose<l the infliction upon the country 
of that gross job-the ·warwick Railway. It 
began in crime, for the first £100,000 allotted to 
it was unvotcd f01· that purpose, and misappro­
priaterl from another ; and it was continued as 
unconst.itutionnlly, for two resolutions were 
p:1ssed in the Assembly, the first moved by my­
self, and the seconrl by Mr. Raif, that the work 
Fhould cease. I remind, or wish to remind, you nll 
of these f:tcts, because the doubt can no longer be 
entertained of the tremendous loss which that 
lino will mmually entail upon the country, and 
bceanse the so,me infatuation in many minds 
exists, and the same local desires are still o,t work, 
on the subject of railway extension, which, if 
acceded to, must end in further indebtedness and 
increased taxation. I am fm· within the mark 
when I s:>y, that every mile of railway we possess 
entails ::m annual loss, that has to be rnet.from the 
,qeneml re'Uemw, of £500 annually ; and I con­
scieHtiously declare that I can see no possibility, 
either by extensions of the lines, or the utmost 
economy in working them, of mitigating this 
frightful and, I fear, permanent loacl upon the 
general community." 

The patriotic manner in which the honorable 
gentleman proposed to shift the burden from 
the unfortunate country to the shoulders of 
the capitalists willing to rush on to ruin with 
their eyes open, and generously forewarned, 
was certainly edifying. Such a manly, 
stnLightforward course was not often adopted 
by the degenerate statesmen of the present 
nge. The honoral1le gentleman said, when ho 
addressed the House, that the Government had 
been charged "ITith being insincere; that such 
was not the case. If they could get capitalists 
to undertake the railway across the country, 
the matter would be carried out, and he be­
lieved-notwithstanding all he said before­
it would be a great benefit to the colony. 
J3ut those railways took up the funds which 
ought to he spent on the roads. Farmers 
had come to him with tears in their eyes, 
telling him of the way they were being ruined. 
"\Vith regard to the honorable gentleman's 
sincerity, he (Dr. Benson) was sure nobody 
could be in doubt as to how much chance 
there "as of getting railways extended under 
any system, by the honorable member at the 
head of the \Vorks department : he would 
leave the House to imagine it. Now, he 
eame to the honorable the Colonial Treasurer's 
statement. "When add.ressing his constituents 
on his recent re-election, the Treasurer said-

" It was said by some of the Brisbane papers th<et 
the G ovcrnmont boat would be sure to founder on 
the rock of l':tilway extension; but he could assure 
them, ncverthelces, the present I1iinistry would 
ptuslw the cuurse they had laid down on accept­
ing the responsibilities of office. His own views 
on the matter were that o, milway to 
Brisbane would be a great public convenience, but 

he could not lose sight of the fact tho,t there were 
two very serious obstacles to its immediate execu­
tion-the one political, and the other fino,ncial. 
In the present condition of the House, it would 
be impossible to carry the Brisbane railwo,y, with­
out conceding a corresponding extension of the 
Northern line; and if they consented to undertake 
the whole of these unfruitful and expensive works, 
they would accumulate a debt that they would 
never, perhaps, be able to cast off." 
Ho (Dr. Benson) could take that for what it 
was worth-assertion. So far as the northern 
line was concerned, he would prove very con­
cltmiveh- that there was not a line in the 
world \\:hich, if it were carried out properly, 
would pay better. 'l'he honorable gentlemen 
who sat on the 'l'rPasury benches did not 
seem to know anything about the interior; 
they did not seem to have any idea about 
Clermont or the surrounding district. He 
was quite sure, though, that if they had taken 
the matter into cor..siderntion at all, the House 
and the country would have heard more 
about the railway. The following was a letter 
which he had received from the Secretary of 
the Peak Downs Copper !fining Company:-

" Peak Downs Copper Mining Company, 
"Sydney, 28th June, 1870. 

"Sir-I have much pleo,sure in acknowledging 
receipt of your letter of the 16th instant, and in 
furnishing you with the information which you 
require, relative to the amount of carriage pairl. 
yearly by the Peak Downs Mining Company. 

" At the present time the company produces 
yearly 1,300 tons of copper, which are conveyerl 
to port at the rate of £10 10s. per ton £13,650 

" \V e import tools, materials, and ma­
ehinel'y, to the extent of about 300 
tons mmually, which have to be cm·rierl 
from the coast to the mine at the same 
rate 3,1GO 

" The yearly expenditure for carriage 
is now £16,800 

" As soon as the furnaces, now in 
course of erection, are completed, the 
annurtl prodnction of copper will be 
2,000 tons, the carriage of w hi eh will 
cost £21,000 

" Add materials, tools, and machin-
ery, 400 tons 4·,200 

" The cost of carriage will be... 25,200 

" The company gives permanent employment 
to 400 or 500 men, for whom supplies have to be 
brought from the coast by the storekeepers. Tlte 
traffic from that source alone may be taken as 
equal to about 1,000 tons of assorted merchan­
dise, which co;ts for carriage £10,500. 

" Y on are a mtre that, owing to the nature of 
the soil, and to the o,bscnce of fol'med roads, car­
riers can travel only in fine weather, and that, in 
wet seasons, the communication by ordinary drays 
has often been interrupted for several months. 
\'V c had an instance of this lately, "!though the 
mining and smelting operations of the compmly 
1verc carrictl on as usual. 

" Du~ing the last ho,lf-year we ho,ve only ex· 
ported 250 tons of copper against 1,000 tons 
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shipped during the preceding six months, and I 
may add that several drays, despatched from the 
mine in December last, had not roached Broad­
sound on the 12th of June. 

" Should railway communication be extended 
to the Peak Downs district, the Peak Downs Cop­
per Mining Company ·would immediately extend 
its operations and find cmploymeu t at once for 
more than 1,000 men. 

" I have been informed that during the last 
two Ol' three years ~cvernl valuable copper mines 
have been discovered in the Peak Downs district, 
for which a working capital could not be raised in 
cons.eq uenee of the cost and of the uncertainty of 
(";ll'riage. 

" I have the honor to be, Sir, 
" Your very obedient servant, 

"D. N. JouBERT, Sec. P.D.O.M.O. 
"J. R. Benson, Esq., M.P., Brisbane." 

He thought that was conclusive proof, with­
out saying one word more about the district 
of Clermont, that a line, built at any ordinary 
cost, built even at a cost of £5,000 a mile, 
would pay, at the rate of fifteen per cent., 
at that calculation. But, taking the carriage 
of wool and of supplies for Clermont-which 
was equally as large a place as Oopperfield­
and for the quartz-reefers and gold-miners, 
it would pay even if the line cost £5,000 a 
mile. There were several other matters 
that he should go into on the present occasion; 
but he had, really, taken up so much time. 
He thought he ,had stated very satisfactorily 
his views. The reasons that he had given 
were very satisfactory, indeed, as to the way 
in which he was going to vote. There W<lS 

just one word he would say about the land 
question, but he would not enter into it at 
length, as he had tabled a motion with regard 
to throwing open the land in the interior 
districts: he should like to know, now, if 
any member of the Ministry would support 
him in that motion-if there was a single 
man on the Ministerial side of the House 
willing to do so. vV ere the Government 
prepared to give a hundred or a thousand 
square miles for Rettlement, around the 
towns P It was said the land was no good, 
and he had been told by the principal 
squatters that it was fit for nothing ; but it 
happened, last year, that an enterprising 
Chinaman did get some land-nobody else 
but a Chinaman could get it-and he put in 
forty acres of maize, and he got forty bushels 
to the acre of a crop ! He was constrained, 
occupying the position he held as a northern 
member, to vote against the Ministry. 

Mr. FERRETT expressed the pleasure he 
felt as presenting himself to the House sup­
porting the Government he found in power. 
He found in their policy, as he understood it 
from the Opening Speech, that they were 
inclined to do the colony justice, as much as 
any Ministry he had ever known in power in 
this colony. He could not see what the 
arguments ?f the Opposition were grounded 
on, unless that honorahlc members who sup­
ported the amendments wishrd to chanl:\e 

sides with the occuprmts of the Treasury 
benches, and take the places of the Govern­
ment. Some years ago, when he was 11 

representati,,e in the Assembly, he was sorry 
to say he was a consenting party to the 
salarie's of Ministers being mised from £800 
a year to £1,000 ; it was one of the greatest 
mistakes he ever made. If that mistake had 
not been made by him and others, he did not 
think the party strife that the House now 
witnessed would be sePn. The hest interests 
of the country were overlooked while the 
strife went on for place. He regretted the 
personalities that had been indulged in by 
honorable members-he hoped all were 
honorable in the liouse, but they ought to 
prove themselves so-which ought to be cen­
sured somehow. Referring to the seconcl 
paragraph in the Speech, he said that every­
one knew that a loan was necessary, as con­
tracts having been entered into must be paicl 
for; and he did not sec how that vras to he 
done except in the way proposed. The 
extraordinarY manner in which the third 
paragraph of' the Speech had been commented 
upon was calculated to hinder the bnsiness 
of the country, not to benefit it. He did not 
Jll'Ofess to be a lawyer, but he took credit to 
himself for having a little common sense ; an cl 
he had lived years enough not to be talked 
down by the honorable lawyers on the Oppo­
sition side of the House. As to the lattrr 
part of the third paragraph, it was quite 
necessary that " 1mrliamentary rtnthority" 
should be obtained for the subjects named ; 
else, where was the money required to come 
from? Ho never would consent to public 
money being spent without parliamentary 
authority. 'l'he honorable member for llur­
nett, Mr. Pring, was, he granted, a very able 
lawyer; but it was not consistent that in the 
first case which came before the House he 
should argue that they were bound by the 
strict letter of the law-to turn an honorab]e 
member out of his seat-and in the next 
case, this very matter of spending money 
without parliamentary authority, he should 
argue against the law and Parliament, and 
want to make his Government independent 
of both. The honorable member for Forti­
tude V alley, late Premier, had 1mt the sub­
ject in a different light, spoke temper­
ately, and never so well; and he (JVIr. 
Ferrett) said it with pride, the honorablc 
member had improved much since he met 
him in the Queensland Parliament before. 
He considered it very necessary that the rail­
way charges should be fixed by Act of Parlia­
ment, so as not to make John J ones ]Jay 
one price and 'l'om Smith pay another, 
for the same class of goods. It had been 
reported to him, upon good authority, that 
some persons were charged twenty shillings 
or thirty shillings }Jer ton, while other persons 
had to pay forty shillings for less distances, 
and he thought it was quite time to put a 
stop to this sort of thing. He was not going 
to s!Ly that this was clone to favor any friends 
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of the Minister for \Vorks, but he thought 
the matter TI"a:s one ·IYhich required looking­
into. The next clause referred to a numbe'r 
of measures which the Government proposecl 
to introduce, all of which, he believed, the 
g-entlemen who sat npon the Opposition 
Lenches would admit required immediate 
attention, and yet they denied the Govern­
ment an opportunity of bringing them 
for\Yard. They were Bills which it had been 
agreed on all sides were imperatively neces­
sary. The proposed Bill to secure the pay­
ment of wages, was rather different from the 
Bill which had been brought in some time 
before, because it was a general Bill, and he 
approved of it on that account, as he was not 
one of those who was in favor of class leg-is­
lation; although he had been spoken of as 
belonging to a class, he denied the charge. 
His interests Wc?re not eonm'cted with one 
class more than another, and he was only 
anxious to promote the general welfare. The 
next clause Jlroposccl the initiation of a system 
of cheap r::tihvays to be constructed by com­
paniPs or }lrivate imli>icluals, and to be paid 
for by grants of bncl. He s::tw nothing wrong 
in that. 'l'lmt was one of the subjects he lmcl 
Rpokon of to his constituents, and whether the 
Government adopted the idea from anything 
he had said he could not tell. In his published 
address he had further stated that paying 
for cheap railways by gmnts of land vm~ 
only coming back to the tramway scheme of 
18GO. He had had some little experience in 
tramways some years before Separation, and 
l1ad been one of the first ·who wrote a letter 
to Sir \Villiam Denison, the Governor of 
New South \Vales, on the subject. 'rlw same 
question had come up since Separation, and 
he had gone into the first tramway scheme in 
this colony, and lost some money over it. 
That tramway was the father of the Queens­
land raillmys, and thoro were honorable 
members in that House who knew that if 
that tramway had been carried out in its 
integrity, on the principle it was first intended 
to be worked, it would have saYod the country 
from the burden under which it now labored. 
It vvould have answered for all purposes. The 
country had boon led to suppose that the 
railways ,;'ould only cost £4,000 a mile, but 
the real cost had been something like £14,000 ; 
and, therefore, now that it was attempted to 
bring forward a scheme for making rail ways 
at £2,000 per mile, it would not be much out 
of the way to estimate the probable actual 
cost at about £12,000; especially taking into 
consideration that the item of purchased htnd, 
which was an inconsiderahle ono in the exist­
ing lines, would be a serious item in the 
proposoclllrisban3 and Ipswich Railway. If 
he understood it, the cheap railway scheme 
shadowed forth by the Opposition, was a 
very different one from that pro1losccl by the 
Uovernment; and, therefore, the Opposition 
designated the latter a delusion. Surely 
the country wa8 justified in placing as 

n 

much faith in the Governm~nt as in the 
members of the Opposition. If he had thought 
the Government never intended to carry out 
thc1r scheme, he should never have made up 
his miml to support them; but he bdievecl 
they did, and he believed their opponents 
would find out their mistake if they sup­
posed the country would endorse the action 
they had taken. IN ere the Ministry to be 
condemned like criminals in a dock, without 
a hearing? 'rhe £1,000 a-year was the groat 
atLractio~ to the members of the Opposition­
that was ttt the bottom of it all; and if he 
livecl and continued a member of that House, 
he would bring in a Bill to reduce the salaries 
of Ministers, and then the time of the country 
would not be wasted by such factious pro­
ceedings. vVhat was the Opposition got up 
for ?-for pay; that was his belief. Let the 
Government have a fair trittl, he said; and if 
they failed let them be kicked out, and he 
would help to do it. He was sorry to see 
honorable members on the Opposition side of 
the House, who, he believed, had made up 
their minds to vote against the Ministry be­
fore they had oven read the Speech-there 
must be some reason for it. He did not like 
to be personal, but he should be obliged to be 
a little so. He should not be doing his duty 
if he did not refer to a little matter which 
had come under his notice. \Vhy was a cm·­
tain honorablo member sitting on the Oppo­
sition benches ?-because he said he could not 
sit on the same side as the Premier, after the 
;my that gentleman had treated him in refer­
ence to certain land selections. He referred to 
the honorable member for JVIaranoa. He would 
put the question to the Premier, and the rer1ly 
of that honorn.ble gentleman might have 
something to do with his vote. 

Mr. MILES denied having made use of any 
>uch expression. 

JVIr. .FERRETT: He only referred to the 
matter in order to elicit from the Premier an 
explamttion of his twtion with regard to these 
selections. The late Premier, the honorable 
member for Portitmle Y alley, was not in the 
House, but he could not avoid stating that a 
great outcry had been made outside in conse­
quence of what he had done in ordering cer­
tain steamers. Now, who raised that cry P He 
should like to have heard that stated. If the 
present GoYernment raised it to get Mr. Lilley 
turned out of oll.ice, he might have some 
reason to complain ; otherwise he did not see 
that the honorablo member had anything at 
all to complain of. vVith regard to the late 
l)remier, in the matter of education, he could 
not quite endorse the action that gentleman 
took. If the House was sitting at the time, 
and he remitted the school foes without 
making some provision for those who had 
vested interest,;, he was wrong. It was plain 
that a great injustice had boon clone to the 
priYate schoolmasters, and they had every 
right to claim compenstttion. He did not ob­
ject! to the principle of free education-he 
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coulcl even go further and say compulsory 
education; but he did not like to see injustice 
done to any one. 

Mr. LrLLEY : Perhaps the honorablo mem­
ber will allow me to give him a little inform­
ation on the subject. During the whole time 
I was in office, and for some time after>Yards, 
I had only one application from a private 
schoolmaster to be emboclicd under the Board. 

JYfr. l<'ERRETT: He was pleased to receive 
that explanation, but it did not follow because 
there had only been ono application, that 
there wore not other cases where those per­
sons were suife1·ing. Ho know of more than 
one who hacl to seck fresh employment, but 
they would not apply to the gentleman who 
had taken the bread out of their mouths. 
If the system had been initiated in a different 
way, the private schoolmasters might have 
had an opportunity of procuring situations 
elsewhere; but, clone as it was, at a moment's 
notice, he maintained it had caused a good 
deal of distress. But he hoJJCd the honor­
able member for Fortitude V alley dicl not 
suppose that if the question of free education 
had been brought before the House he would 
not ~1ave voted for it. vVith regard to immi­
gratwn, the honorablo member for South 
Brisbane had spoken at great length on the 
subject, but he (Mr. Fcrrett) had been unalJle 
to gather what was going to be done, except 
that immigrants were not to come out unle8s 
they paid their own passage, and that, he 
thought, should be amcnclcd to a certain 
extent. vVith reference to hospitals, it had 
been remarked that the Ipswich hospital had 
received a larger share of support than other 
institutions of that kind. He was not aware 
that such was the case. He thought it would 
be found, in looking over the payments made 
by the late Colonial Treasurer, and other 
Treasurers, that the Brisbane hospital had 
received a great deal more. He was not a 
great advocate for out-door relief to hospitals, 
because he believed that in many cases it 
was abused. He came next to the ques­
tion of railways. Now, there was a great 
authority upon railways-the honorahle mem­
ber for W arrcgo. He had been much struck 
by the way in which that honorable member 
took up what had been termed the wild rail­
way scheme to the Gulf of Carpl'ntaria, or 
somewhere else in the interior, and with his 
statement that the gentleman who first pro­
pounded the scheme was no less a person 
than a gentleman named Grant. It a11pcared 
that some one had said that gentleman was 
mad. He .should like to be told by the honor­
ablc member if he knew whether he was mad 
or not. He (Mr. Ferrctt) might be mad, but 
he certainly could not accept that authority 
for the scheme. That was the honorable 
member's great authority-a gentleman in 
Victoria, whoge name was Grant. ]\' ow, he 
hacl been in other countries besides Queens­
land, and he \Yas prepared to state that the 
Rcheme in question had been laid before the 

House of Assembly in Sydney either thirteen 
or fifteen years ago by Dr. J~ang. Then, 
about the great railway scheme between 
Brisbane and Ipswich. Well, he shoulcl be 
very pleased to see such a railway; but he 
was not going to vote for that, or any other 
railway, without knowing how it was to be 
paid for, while there was such an enormous 
debt hanging over the colony. He did not 
ask the Goyernment how they v.-ere going to 
carry out their railway scheme, but he asked 
the Opposition to show how they were going 
to carry out their great scheme. The ques­
tion was, would the line from I pswieh to 
Brisbane pay. He maintained that it ought 
to he taken further. It should go to the 
sea-board, and he believed the best place to 
take it to would be Victoria Point. 13ut, in 
his opinion, the best }Jlan would be to take it 
from the terminus at Ipswich direct to Vic­
toria Point, with a branch from there to 
Brisbane, or from Ipswich to Brisbane. It 
was not, perhaps, so well known that the land 
through which it would chiefly pass in East 
Moreton was Government land fit for agricul­
ture, and there was a very good harbor at 
Victoria Point. Close to that point there was 
also a small island, which could be reached by 
constructing a small bridge ; and alongside 
the island there were seven fathoms of water, 
and in no place was there less than forty feet 
of water. There were plenty of good sites 
for wharves on the island, and plenty of goocl 
land near it-in fact, he believed, if the lino 
\Ycnt that way, the sale of the land through 
'rthich it went would pay the whole cost 
of making it, as well as the branch line to 
Brisbane--

The Hon. C. LILLEY here called the atten­
tion of :Mr. Speaker to the interruptions 
caused by strangers in the gallery. 

The SPEAKEll said he had spoken of it 
once before. If the interruptions were re· 
pcatec1, he should cause the gallery to be 
cleared, and its occupants would ha,·c no one 
but themselves to blame. 

JYfr. FEIWETT resumed: If that railway 
were carried out-and it would be earried 
out, some day-it must be clone in a very 
different way to that in which the i::louthern 
and W os tern Railway hacl been done. He 
maintained that the money squandered and 
lost upon that line would not have been so 
badly spent if anyone hut a lawyer had been 
at the head of the \V orks De1mrtment at the 
time. If the land alongside it had been 1mt up 
for sale at the proper time, there would now 
have been settlers and producers upon it, 
benefiting the country; but where were 
they, ancl where was the money gone to that 
was paid for making the line? The best 
bone and sinew that ever ct1me to this colony, 
the railway laborers, would haYc remained 
in the colony and settled, if there had been 
any inducement hel<l out to them in the 
shape of land. As soon as one section was 
finished, or even before that, sales of land 
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s!wuld have been proclaimed all along the 
lmc, to meet the requirements of people who 
came out here, many of them, with the ex­
press intention of settling in the country. Ho 
did not say this for the purpose of censuring 
J.he gentleman vvho was, at the time, the head 
of the Department, so much as for the purpose 
of preventing a like error in future. That 
honorablo member clid, perhaps, as well as 
he could; but, he rcpeatocl, a l:nvyor was 
out of his place as Minister for Public 
\Yorks. He did not think there would have 
been so much occasion for immigration­
which was now srrch a groat cry-if these 
railway laborers hacl been settled on the 
lands. Ho was sorry to hear such a remark 
made, by a member of the Opposition, as that 
a sop had been given to the reprosentatiYes 
of Ipswich and West ]\;foroton. It was an 
attempt to slight those representatives which, 
he thought, v\"US quite uncalled for. He did 
not wish to particularise, but, as one of the 
members for vYest M oreton, he must defend 
himself ancl his friends. He came into that 
House as independent and untrammelled as 
any honorahle member ;-he came to repre­
sent the people 1vho S(mt him there, and he 
should do so, to the best of his ability. He 
was proud to he their representative, and, 
after reading the Speech, and listening to the 
statements of the J\;finistry, and seeing the 
liberal way in which they proposed to con· 
struct the necessary roads to the interior, he 
should giYe them his support, in spite of the 
amendments brought for\varcl by those who 
were so anxious to take their places. There 
were a great number of farmers in the 
eolony, who were perfectly shut out from any 
market by the state of the roads around 
J.hem. If their wants had been attended to, 
at an earlier date, by tho previous Ministry, 
he l:acl no hesitation in saying that the 
farnnng po}mlation would now be in a pros­
perous c:ondition. He attributed the scanty 
SU}lply of many articles of produce in the 
market entirely to the state of the roads : 
there wore largo quantities of corn, and other 
products, which \Yerc lying at the different 
Jarms unsaleable, because tlwre was no means 
of getting it to market. If the railway 
scheme he had suggested were carried out, it 
would be quite necessary to lay clown some 
feeders from it, running for eight or ten miles 
on either side-cheap wooden railways cost· 
ing about two hundred pounds per maf', so as 
to enable farmers to send their nroduce to 
the different markets- Ipswich,~ Brisbane, 
and Toowoomba, though, from "·hat he knew, 
he did not think there would be much sent 
to Iirisbanc. In conclusion, he would simply 
allude to the amendments. Ho certainly 
saw nothing in them, except what seemed a 
catch in the last paragraph--it was, no doubt, 
correctly termed a " catch" for a northern 
member; but he hoped that honorable mC'm­
ber hatl taken notes of what hacllJeen said in 
the House during that and the two previous 
nights, ~tnd would ,judge for himsrlf as to 

what was best for the interests of the colony. 
The way in which the question of separation 
was put into the Speech shewocl yery clearly 
that the Opposition had no intention of 
taking any action, thmnsoJyes, in the matter. 
For his part, he was quite ready to go in for 
separation, if the northern members asked 
for it. 

Dr. O'DoHERTY said that, after the eloquent 
and rather lengthy oration they hacl just 
heard from the honorable member for vY est 
M oreton, he would occupy the attention of 
the House for but a short time. With thttt 
native modesty for which his countrymen 
were celebrated, he found himself coming in 
at the fag-end of an important debate-a 
debate which he considered was one of the 
most important they had yet heard within the 
walls of that House-a debate which he 
hoped, and believed, would be fruitful in 
results for the well-being of the colony-a 
debate which hacl been distinguished by 
unusual ability and moderation. There were 
one or two points he should wish to refer to, 
which he thought hacl not been satisfactorily 
dwelt upon, and which, he thought, were of 
suilicient importance to be dwelt upon before 
the debate came to a close. He did not think 
he could add much to the lustre of the debate 
they had heard ; but, representing as he clicl 
many important interests in that House, he 
did not think he would be doing his duty if he 
did not refer to those points he had as yet only 
hintca at. The most interesting and import­
ant to which he would like to refer, was the 
extraordinary change of opinions they had 
heard, as eYidenced in the speeches of many 
of the leading representatiYes of the House; 
and, moreover, not only the extraordinary 
changes that had taken place in the opinions 
of those honorable members, but the radical 
and almost revolutionary changes that had 
taken place in the views of the consti­
tuencies of the northern and western por­
tiOns of the territory, as shewn by the 
speeches of the honorable members from those 
districts with respect to what should be the 
policy of the country. I3y no individual 
member who, like himself, had never sat, and 
who hacl never sought to sit within the 
charmed circle of office, could those speeches 
have been listened to, but with surprise. 
He must confess to having experienced 
a feeling of gratification in witnessing such 
great changes as had taken place in so short 
a time-a feeling of gratification that was 
mingled with some surprise, that those 
changes had taken place so suddenly. If he 
had ever had the good fortune of being asso­
ciated with the upper ten who sat on the 
'l'reasury benches, he might not have been so 
much surprised. I3ut he was surprised at 
hearing so overwhelming· a voice coming from 
the Opposition side of the House, expressing 
the views of the constituencies in the north, 
the south, and the west, in favor of the adop­
tion of a progressive policy, which he and 
some other honorahle members had hail. for 
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several years been attempting to force upon 
successive Ministries. But if groat satisfac­
tion were felt at seeing such a change in the 
opinions of those holding leading positions in 
the House, much greater must be the satis­
faction experienced at seeing the great 
northern and western constituencies coming 
forward to assist in the struggle which he and 
other honorable members had for years 
endeavored to carry on. It l>as only ten 
months since that he himself, towards the 
close of the last session but one, ventured to 
make what was considered a last appeal, 
and an earnest one to the late Ministry-an 
appeal which was supported by petition after 
petition from a great majority of the southern 
and western portions of the colony-an 
appeal, urging on the Government to resume 
those great public works which had been 
commenced some years before, but the com­
pletion of which was subsequently suspended. 
Those petitions, emanating from Brisbane, 
\Vest Moroton, Dalby, and remote districts 
of the interior, all uniformly represented 
that the extension of the railway was a work 
that was urgently called for. They repre­
sented that it was a work that could be 
carried out with satisfaction to the country ; 
and maintained that it was a work that was 
necessary to be carried out, in order to relic>ve 
the inhabitants of the colony from some of 
the difficulties that pressed upon them. At 
the time he made the appeal, he urged the 
petitions on the attention of the Government 
of the day; and urged especially upon their 
attention, the petitions from the more remote 
districts of the territory-from the Maranoa 
and the vV al'l·ego districts ; and he did not 
think he could do better than read a quota· 
tion from the petition from the VV arrego 
district, as applicable to the present debate. 
[Vide "Hansard," vol. 9, column 1, page 
489.] 

The SEcRETARY FOR PuBLIC WORKS asked 
if the petition was in "Hansard." 

Dr. O'DoiiEllTY said he was reading from 
"Hansard." He quoted only a portion 
of the petition on the occasion he referred 
to. The whole of it was not in "Han­
sard." The petition, as he stated on that 
occasion, was signed by almost all the 
occupiers of pastoral lands in the dis­
trict, and those who had not signed it 
were, as he had been informed, in favor of it. 
He regarded the petition as of great import­
ance at the time; and the House, he thought, 
also regarded it as of great importance. 
Now he thought the petition, and the state­
ments contained in it, were of sufficient 
importance to be brought again before the 
House during the present deLate, in con­
nection with the statements that had been 
made by the honorable member for Clermont, 
and also in connection with the extension 
of the Western Railway. It had been stated 
over and over again in the course of 
the debate, that it was madness to ask that 
the railways should be pressecl forward on 

an extensive scale, and that on the grounn 
that they would not pay ; and that it would 
not be advisable to go to the r~onclon markrt 
at the present time, for a new loan for rail­
way extensions. Now, he thought it had 
been proved, that the works could be entered 
on without involving any risk in the matter 
of raising a new loan in the London market ; 
and he was glad to find that members had 
been sent from the south and the west, who 
were prepared to support the extension of 
the raillmys. The honorable gentleman at 
the head of the Government had appealed 
to the House, in whut had been described 
as pathetic terms, to give the Go>ern­
ment a fair trial. Now, he wished to 
place on record his opinions of the i'-3Ue 
that was now before the House. vYhcn 
the Government asked for a trial of that 
kind eighteen months ago or thereabouts, 
the honorahle gentleman, now at the head of 
the Government, was a member of the 
Mackenzie Ministry. That Ministry was 
defeated by the late Ministry ; and it was 
defeated because the members of it consisted 
of one class. That Ministry was appropri­
ately described as a pure merino Ministry ; 
and because of its being of such a character, 
it was defeated by a vote of the House. \Yell, 
Sirl1obertMackenzie appealed to the country, 
and the present Parliament, as a Parliament, 
was returned. It would be in the recollec­
tion of the honorable members, who were 
members of the House at the time he now 
referred to, that .Sir Robert Jl.i[ackenzie 
took a vote of the House, which in effect 
amounted to a question as to who should 
be leader, and he was defeated-and de­
feated, because the Government had not 
altered their policy in any way, hut came in 
again as a pure merino Government. vVhcn 
that Government was defeated. the Govern­
ment of his honorable and learned friend, 
Mr. Lilley, succeeded to office; but the power 
of the party· represented by the honorahle 
gentleman now at the head of the Govern­
ment, was sufficiently strong to force upon 
the honorable member for Fortitude Valley 
the necessity of forming a coalition Govern­
ment ; as he found it was impossible to 
carrv on the Government of the country 
without forming a coalition with that party. 
Now, they all remembered the history of the 
session during which the honorable member 
for Portitude Y alley held the position of 
Premier Minister of the Government; and 
he ventured to assert that there was not an 
honorable member of the House who held a 
seat in the House during the session he alluded 
to who could deny that the members and 

. adherents of the wool-growing party, headed 
by the honoraule gentleman now at the head 
of the Government, virtually ruled the des­
tinies of the country for the time being­
that the Opposition coalition, formed Letween 
the honorable members for Port Curtis, 
Rockhampton, Clermont, the Mitchell, and 
the members for Ipswich and West Moreton, 
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virtually ruled the colony. That coalition, 
be thoug-ht he was justified in saying, was 
formccl for the advancement of party interests 
on the one side, and partly local interests on 
the other; but not with a view to the advance­
ment of the general interests of the colony. 
'l'hat coalition forced the then Premier, Jl.fr. 
Lilley, to abandon his policy, except in so 
far as suited their purposes. Now, it was 
well known to everyone that, at the end 
of that session, the voice of the country was 
not so much in favor of the honorable mem­
ber for Fortitude Valley, and some of his 
colleag-ues in the Government, as it was now. 
The dissatisfaction felt with the Lilley Gov­
ernrncnt, during the last portion of the last 
session of Parliament, was increased during 
the recess; and he had no hesitation in 
stating that the defeat of the late Premier 
arose, purely and solely, through the action 
of his own party. But the reasons for the 
dissatisfaction felt by that party had never 
been properly put before the House until 
the other evening, when the honorable mem­
ber for Fortitude V alley addressed the 
House, and availed himself of the oppor­
tunity afforded him by the present debate of 
entering upon a defence of his conduct. It 
had been alleged, by honoruble members on 
the Government side of the House, that the 
late Ministry were thrown out because of 
the ordering of the steamers, and the re­
mission of the school fees, without the pre­
vious sanction ofParlimnent;-and some other 
matters. Now, such were not the ~~rounds 
of the def<'at of the late Ministry. lie could 
assure the House the late l'remier's Govern­
ment was defeated, simply and solely, be­
cause the l'remier allowed himself to be 
ruled by the pure merino party. The 
main canse of dissatisfaction, which was at 
first felt as to the late Premier himself, 
arose from a belief that the 11urchasc of a fleet 
of steamers, involving- a cost of between 
£40,000 and £50,000, besides a large annual 
outlay, showed that the honorable gentleman 
had ;;et aside the main part of the policy 
which placed him in power-and that was 
the opening up of the interior by the provid­
ing of adequate means of communication be­
tween the interior districts of the colony and 
the sea-board. It was felt that the honorublc 
g-entleman had commenced at the wrong- cnd­
tlta t, instead of purchasmg steamers to trade 
with ports where no trafiic existed, he should 
have commenced with the construction of 
railways, to produce traffic for steamers. 
Now, he would repeat that the principal feel­
ing the party who supported the late Govern­
ment had for assisting to drive the Lilley 
Jl.finistry from office was, that the honorable 
gentleman then at the hcad of the Go"\'ern-· 
m<'nt had allowed himself to he too much 
influenced by the pure merino party in the 
colony. IV ell, he would wish to trace this 
matter a little further. To the astoniohment 
of the party that insisted that the honorable 
member for Fortitude Valley should leave 

the position of Premier, instead of such a 
Ministry coming to power as was expected, 
they found the honoruble member for Port 
Curtis, Mr. Palmer, come into power, and . 
bringing- in as his colleagues g-entlemen who, 
with himself, constituted a Jl.finistry which 
was a fac simile of the Ministry that had 
been previously driven from power when 
the Lillcy Administration succeeded to 
office. He did not know what sort of 
hanky-panky work had been resorted to, 
and he did not care to inquire what sort of 
hanky-panky work was required. He was 
satisfied now as to the course things had 
taken. He had a firm belief that Provi­
dence ruled all things ; and he had never 
known an occasion in the history of Queens­
land, in which they could not trace the 
over-ruling hand of Providence. He believed 
that the result of what had taken place 
would be this -that they would see a 
Ministry come into power with a policy that 
would be calculated to advance the progress 
of the colony. He trusted that the result of 
the present debate would be to open a new 
era in the history of the colony; and that it 
would break up the old parties that had 
become flat, st~tle, and unprofitable. He 
thought he mig-ht safely say, that honorablc 
members would not again have to raise their 
voices against a pure merino principle of 
Government. If the debate should have the 
result of breaking- up those old. parties, it 
would be one of the most beneficial results 
that could flow from it. He had stated 
as his conviction that the present Premier 
had no rig-ht to be in the position he now 
held-as the successor of the honorable mem­
ber for :Fortitude Y alley-and he believed 
the universal voice of the colony would sup­
port him in that opinion. At the cessation of 
the late Parliament, the party the honorable 
member for Port Curtis represented, and 
members of which he had again gathered 
around him, was defeated, and appealed to the 
country. The Ministry again came before 
the House and was ag-ain defeated; and when, 
by the shuffling of the cards, the honorablc 
g-entleman was lately placed at the head of 
the Government, he had had the bacl taste 
to come before the House, with a Ministry 
of precisely the same character as the 
Ministry of which he previously was a 
member. He would guard himself in the 
strongest manner from saying one word 
against any member of the present Ministry 
personally. He believed the honorable the 
Premier and his colleagues who were in the 
House, and the honorable the Attorney­
General, who was not in the House, were all 
individually most honorable men; and they 
were men who, he lmdno hesitation in saying, 
would always be a credit to the House, and 
to any Ministerial party to which they might 
belong. Still, in the matter of politics, they 
were, as a whole, opposed to the prog-ress of 
the colony. They were of the old pure 
merino type-as perfectly so as any Ministry 
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of the kind that had over appeared in the 
House. The Minister for Public Lands had 
tried to prove that such was not the case, 
and had1wt himself forward as a proof that 
it .was not the case. Now, he could not agree 
1nth the honorable member there, as he 
thought that the honorable member, if he 
was not a squatter exactly, the sooner he 
got to boa squatter the better, for ever since 
he came into the House he had never given a 
vote but for that party. Ho could well 
understand why the present Premier, in 
selecting the members of his Ministry, felt 
it necessary to consult the wishes of the 
members for Ipswich and West Thforoton ; 
and, no doubt, amongst the members who 
represented those constituencies, he naturally 
expected the Minister for Lands would be 
the most fit to join him. Now, he maintained 
that the vote which he, as one of the repre­
sentatives for Brisbane, would give on the 
present occasion, was one that he could not 
with any sort of conscience decline to give. 
Had he intended to vote otherwise than as 
he did intend, and to give what the present 
Ministry-what the honorable the Premier 
called a fair trial-he would be forced by the 
arguments that had been put forward by the 
northern and western members to vote against 
the Ministry. At the outset of the present 
Parliament the representatives for those con­
stituencies were members of the pure merino 
party. The whole bcdy of them were represen­
tatives of that one class; and notwithstanding 
that, the vote of the House went against the 
party \Yho now so earnestly solicited a fair 
trial. Since then those constituencies had 
changed their representatives. In the room 
of Mr. Hodgson, the former member for the 
'\Varrego, they had now J\fr. Thornton; and 
in the room of the former member for Cler­
mont, JYir. De Satge, they had now Dr. 
Benson, who so forcibly addressed the House 
the previous evening. Now, if those two 
gentlemen, representing the constituencies 
they did, were to vote against the Ministry, 
it would be impossible for him to vote for the 
Ministry; and he considered that, in giving 
the vote he intended to give, he would 
only be expressing the universal voice of 
the country. He believed that, should 
the present Government appear before 
the country, it would be found that the 
vote which would be given to-night would 
be justified by nine-tenths of the people of 
the country. If the constituencies of Ips­
wich and West l\Ioreton should return their 
present representatives, they would find out 
their mistake ; but he hoped the result of 
this debate would convince those constituen­
cies that to return the same gentlemen again 
to represent them in the House would be to 
act against their own true interests; and 
that a further pursuance of the tactics that 
had characterised the conduct of those 
gentlemen in the House would not meet 
with the sympathy of the rest of the colony. 
As a body they supported the previous 

Ministry, and as a body they had supported 
the present Ministry. Always, when thoro 
was anything before the House for the 
benefit of Ipswich, they supported it, but in 
almost every other instance, they were found 
opposing what, for his part, he conceived 
would be for the general benefit of the 
colony. Ho believed the opinion he now 
expressed would be largely shared in during 
any new election. As he had just stated, he 
hoped the decision the House would come to 
this evening would eon.-inec those honor:tble 
members, or if not, that it would convince 
their constituencies, that the tactics those 
gentlemen had pursued would not, if persistell 
in, be of benefit to the constituencies ; but 
would place them in an isolated position, and 
make them to be regarded as constituencies 
that were opposed to the general welfare and 
interests of the colony. Ho hoped they would 
take to heart the le~son they would get to­
night, and return representatives who would 
not act upon merely narrow-minded prin­
ciples, and for purely local interests. Ho had 
110\V only further to say that he would vote 
for the amendment. 

Mr. FonnEs said that the late Mini-,try 
seemed to him to have come to an end ehiefiy 
because of their falling out amongst them­
selves ; and also because of falling out with 
their supporters. How could the members 
of the late Government expect the support of 
the House, when they could not rule their 
own party. From the coalition Ministry that 
was formed by the honorable member for 
Fortitude Valley, great things wore expected, 
but the House and the country were dis­
appointed. After the able manner in whif·h 
the honorable member for Ipswich, Mr. 
Williams, had exposed the happy fmnily, he 
did not see it was likely they would ever 
have a Ministry of the kincl a~ain. ..Where 
there was no union amongst :Ministers them­
solves, he did not see how they could expect 
or should ask the snpport of the House. If 
he saw a Ministry in power that would 
bring forward a railway policy-such a 
policy as would create a new era in the 
history of the colony, and relieve the colony 
from the evils it had of late been suffering, and 
still suffered from-he would support them. 
Notwithstanding what the honorable mem­
bers for Clermont and '\V arrego had said, 
the colony could not afford raihvays, after the 
enormous expenditure that was already in­
curred, unless they could be made without 
further burdening the colony \Yith debt, and 
unless there was a certainty of their being 
reproductive. They were under the mark in 
their estimate of expense of cheap railways; 
at any rate, he (1Ir. Forbes) was always 
doubtful of figures, after what had occurred 
in this colony. He had hoard honorable 
members speak of the character of the 
J\Iaranoa district. He knew from experience, 
clearly bought, that it was not what it had 
been represented to be ; he did not go out of 
the way when he said it was a desert, with 
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here and there a few bits of good land ; there 
was nothing in it that would pay one-half the 
expense of a railway. He condemned the 
alliance of the Opposition, and their policy to 
raise money, and the association of the late 
Minister for Public \Vorks with a late rail­
way contractor of another colony; and said 
he must look upon them with suspicion as 
candidates for a possible new Government. 
The continual cry of the daily press of Bris­
bane was fer expenditure in the capital, to 
revive its trade, to put a heavy burden on 
the colony which would take half a century 
to remove : all for the sake of the people of 
Brisbane. No other part of the c-olony 
would ask that money should be borrowed 
for the purpose of benefitting itself exclu­
sively. He admitted that a healthy stream 
of immigration was wanted, and that the 
true poliey was to give the utmost facility to 
settle the people on the land; but he did not 
believe that the colony should be saddled 
with another large loan to be expended on 
non-productive works, for the mere sake of 
finding employment for the people coming 
here, or for the sake of one part of the colony. 
It appeared fl'om the course pursued by the 
" in~coming" Government, that the House 
were to be macle up of vampires and lawyers. 
It was the profession of lawyers to talk ; it 
cost them nothing to be in the House; but 
the vampires from the other colonies would 
suck the heart's blood of the country and 
prostrate it in destitution. The Opposition 
said, if their policy was not supported, the 
people would not have their adversaries, the 
supporters of the Government, again, as their 
representatives. He had sufficient faith in the 
rwople, even in the far west of the colony, in 
Mitchell and in IN arrego, to think that, if the 
matter was fairly and properly represented to 
them, they would never allow railway con­
tractors from the other colonies to send re­
IJresentatives to the House to back a 
Government to carry out their designs. 
If there was anyLhing in the colony­
if there was to be spoliation-if it were 
determined to go in for repudiation-let 
those who were Queenslanders have the 
plunder amongst themselves ! Do not call 
the minions of other colonies to pack the 
House for it. At one time he was as liberal, 
perhaps, as any honoraLle member of the 
House, and he advocated and introduced 
as liberal measures as any did ; but when he 
found liberality and prodigality synonymous 
terms, he threw liberalism aside-to those on 
the Opposition who professed liberality, and 
who were not friends of the country, who 
were traitors to the country, and who must 
be despised by the people from one end of 
Queensland to the other. The House had 
been told that the Governor's Speech was a 
bad copy of that made under the former 
Government. No doubt it appeared a bad 
copy in the eyes of honorable members oppo­
site, for this reason: tlmt what was bad for 
the colony was left out of the Speech, and 

what was good still remained in it; the 
Government had adopted the better· part and 
left the rest to their opponents. For that, 
the Government deserved the thanks and 
support of the country. Whether he re­
mained in the House or not-it might not 
be his wish to be here longer- he felt 
that whoever represented his constituency 
would represent the sentiments he uttered. 
He believed that a new era had, indeed, 
begun for the colony, and that the el~c­
tors would find out who were true to 1ts 
interests ; and they would discriminate be­
tween liberal promises and the intention of 
those who made them to carry them out. 
Something had been said about the steamer 
contract ; a mistake had been made in that. 
vVhen the people found that the late Govern­
ment had done an act for which Ministers 
would be impeached at home, theil- constitu­
ents would never listen to them. The report 
of the Auditor-General shewed that the late 
Government cleseTVed to be hurled from office. 
It had been his intention to ask the Govern­
ment to bring in a Bill of indemnity for the 
illegal acts which had been committed by 
their predecessors in office. The attack on 
the Attorney-General by the honorable mem­
ber for Burnett, "JY1r. Pring, had come to 
nothing ; since it turned out that the opinion 
of the Attorney-General was maintained by 
the highest legal authorities of England. 
The Attorney-General was right in his advice 
to the Government. That must be the death­
blow to the legal knowledge and reputation 
of that luminary of the law, the honorablc 
member for Burnett. vVhether there should 
be a dissolution or not, there were honorable 
members on the Opposition side of the House 
who would have to appear before their con­
stituents; ancl depend upon it, they would 
have to give an account of their conduct in 
impeding the business of the country and 
interfering with good Government. The 
electors were watching over their interests a 
little better more than in the past ; and there 
were gentlemen now in the House who would 
never more, after another election, cross its 
floor. He hoped, if honorable members now 
in Opposition should succeed to the Govern­
ment-if they should be trusted with the 
public money-that, if they were found want­
ing in truth, honesty, virtue, justice, they 
would be hurled from their position ; and that 
there should be an Opposition that would 
gain popularity by vigilance in watching that 
Government, and seeing that they performed 
their duty in a way for which he could not now 
give them credit, from his knowledge of their 
past conduct. Seeing the honorable members 
fmJpswich and West More ton bound together, 
not for party, but to assert and carry out 
those principles of rectitude which would 
best guide the House, and especially the 
Government, he trusted that they would 
always so act together for the good of the 
country. In concluding, he expressed a 
desire that honorablc members on both side~ 
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of the House would coincide with him in 
approving of a matter that had not been 
referred to in the debate, and that was set 
out in the tenth paragraph of the Governor's 
Speech. Far more even than keeping the 
Ministry in power, he should like, if possible, 
that steps be taken at once to carry out the 
object of that clause. He looked upon it as 
the duty of the House to give it effect; and, 
if it were possible that by adjourning their 
decision on the Address for a few ho~1rs, to 
pass a Bill for the purpose of giving effect to 
that paragraph of the Speech, he was sure 
that they would do no more than was right 
for them to do, on behalf of the honorable 
and venerable gentleman who had so long 
and so ably presided over the deliberations of 
the Legislative Assembly of Queensland, and 
who had so faithfully earned the proposed con­
sideration at their hands, as not only a repre­
sentative of the country, but as a representa­
tive of their House. He referred to the sub­
j cct, anxiously hoping that some prominent 
member of the Opposition would take it up 
and give expression to the feeling of the 
House in far more eloquent language than he 
could command. The honorable member who 
told them that he was "the father of the 
House," would be able to do so better than 
he could pretend to do. 

Mr. HAKDY said, that at such a late honr 
of the night it was not his intention to occupy 
the time of the House but for a few moments; 
indeed, he had not intended to speak at all ; 
but, as he found that every honorable mem­
ber had spoken, he was reluctant to give a 
silent vote. He knew the House :.Voulcl 
excuse him from entering into a long speech, 
for two reasons : that he did not antieipate 
lmving the opportunity to address the House 
on this subject, for when he arrived in town, 
about twenty-four hours ago, he had not 
expected to see the Ministry in power ; 
another reason was, that being the youngest 
member of the House, whose political exist­
ence dated only twenty-four hours back, he 
thought it improper at this time that he should 
address the House at all. He should dis­
tinctly state on which side he would vote, 
and why ;-lte durst say thnt both sides of 
the House anticipated his action. He had 
reason to regret that the honoruble member 
at the head of the Government was in the 
company he was in. 'lhcre was no one, he 
assured that honorable gentleman, who had 
a more profound respect for him personally, 
and for his public honesty, than he had; his 
manly way of doing business, his integrity, 
and outspoken sincerity, and perfect indepen­
dence would entitle him to the respect of any 
House. He was sorry to find him, not only 
a northern member, but a representative of' 
the pastoral interest, in the society he was in. 
He would, with great pleasure, have clone all 
he could, in his humble way, to further the 
liberal vie\YS or beneficial projects iustitutccl 
by that lwnorablo gentleman ; but in the 
society he was in, he decidedly must oppose 

the Government. \Vhen he heard of the 
honorable member, the l'remicr, being called 
for to form a Ministry, he had bright ideas 
as to the colony's prosperity; but when he 
heard of the Ministry formed by him, he 
conceived that ruin was pending, and he 
conceived it to be his duty to go to the far 
north-west, some seven or eight hundred 
miles, and contend against the Government, 
there, and, if he could, oust a member of 
the Government; and he had contributed, 
as much as any of the Opposition, to put out 
the Government. He was not wrong in his 
anticipations, inasmuch as he had been suc­
cessful in his endeavor to eradicate the 
nucleus-to remove the poisonous ineubus 
-that threatened to oppress the colony. 
From his knowledge of Queensland, he attri­
buted all the mischief and all the ruin that 
the colony suffered from, at the present 
moment, to the policy that Ipswich and West 
l\foreton had carried out, in conjunction with 
the Darling Downs. When he found that all 
the support the Ministry had, consisted of 
the six members representing Ipswich and 
\V est Moreton, with the honorable member 
for Burnett, .i\Ir. Haly, and the honorable 
member for I"eichhardt, JYir. I?.oyds, he was 
gratified with the position he occupied on 
the Opposition side of the House. He found 
there members from the north, the oast, the 
north-west, and the west-the nucleus of a 
good and a strong Government having the in­
terests of the colony generally at heart; and 
he certainly felt bound, as the representative 
of one of the best districts in the colony 
that was ever opened for occupation, to voLe 
with the Opposition-a district which, he 
vouched to the House, could not be sur­
passed in all Queensland. 'l'hcre was no 
more beautiful country than the :!\Iitdwll 
-not even the famed Darling Downs ; 
and no more perfect and highly educated 
gentlemen, than those in possession of that 
portion of the colony could be found. It 
was a district that ought not to be ignored. 
As he was elected on progressiYe Jlrin­
ciples, he could not support the present 
Ministry, ho,Yever good they were, because 
they stood still. He must oppose the present 
1\1:inistry, because there was not one particle 
in their programme which would meet the 
requirements of the district he represented. 
But the majority of the whole colony, north, 
south, east, and west, except Darling Downs, 
Ipswich, and \Vest .M:oreton-he meant that 
portion of the Darling Do\Yns represented 
by the honorable the Colonial Treasurer­
was leagued against the Government ; and he 
could not submit to their policy, which was 
a staud-still policy. Ilonorable members 
saw the only prmi:,;ions the Government in­
tended to make, the only Acts they in­
tended to introduce, were for the completion 
of current contracts ; no opening up of the 
country by railways. Ipswich did not want 
the railway at all; \Vest :Moreton had it 
where it was ; ancl Darling Downs had 
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got what it wanted; and the Government 
wanted to leave the colony where it "·as at 
the time of separation. He was in favor 
of cheap raihmys into the interior, to open 
up the country; otherwise the fine country 
to the westward and northward would 
remain at a standstill. He found that the 
Opposition purposed to append to the Address 
in He ply to His Excellency's Speech, that they 
proposed the " dfeetual opening up of the 
interior." That went a great deal beyond 
the policy of the Government ; therefore, for 
that reason, he supported the Opposition on 
the present question. There was another 
reason why-the Premier would not vote 1 

for or have anything to do with separation, 
except as an extreme measure; he had not 
introduced in his policy anything to satisfy 
the northern colonists-to calm them, to 
pacify them-anything about separation. He 
had not consented, even, to extend the little 
railway ; so that the whole country, from the 
:Mitchell to Bowen Downs, do"'n to the 
Y alley of the \V ard, could get its wool down. 
Storekeepers, in fact, had their teams on the 
roads for six months. But the question of 
separation should be discussed, and, if the 
North required to be pacified by beneficial 
measures, the 011position were prepared to 
pari(y theN orth; therefore, he (Mr. Handy) 
supported the Opposition. As to raihYays, 
it was hard for him to be expected to suprort 
such a body as he saw on the Ministerial side 
of the House. The Minister for \Vorks, 
himself a squatter, had announced no 
railway for the benefit of squatters; and 
he was carrying out exactly the same policy 
a~ was announced in the third paragraph of 
the Speech. The honorable member who last 
addressed the House would not vote for 
railways-until they became reprodnctiYe 
works! That was the policy of the Ministry. 
}lailways, as he (.Mr. Handy) conceived, 
ought not to be built merely as reproductive 
works; they ought not to be built for the 
purpose of making rev en ne out of them; they 
ought not to be built for the purpose of 
enabling the country to make a profit out of 
them ; but they ought to be built merely as 
a substitute for roads. He contended that 
the :Minister for \Vorks, the honorable mcm­
l>er for '\Vest l\Iorcton, Mr. Forbcs, and the 
lwnorablo the Colonial Treasurer himself, 
could not maintain that a road for waggons 
should be made for the purpose of profit. 
He had been surprised to hear such a 
philosopher as the honorable member who 
last addressed the Honse state that he ·wonld 
not vote for railways until they were repro­
dt~ctive >Yorks. He must vote for progressive 
ra1lway works, and must therefore vote 
against the M iuistry. Ho gave his reasons 
simply for voting as l]() intended to vote. 
Perhaps another occasion wonld turn up, 
n hen he should speak more fully ou matters 
of interest suggested by the debate. He 
compared the .Mitchell district ;yith the 
Darling Downs, saying that in every procluc-

tion, especially stock, it surpassed the so-called 
garden of the co1ony; and, in the matter of 
sheep, Darling Downs breeders were beaten 
in Melbourne market by a Mitchell squatter. 
If there should be another election, he had not 
the slightest fear that he would represent the 
1\Iitchell again, even if he never went there. 
He had gone a long ride, and defeated the 
Attorney-General, to prove that he was 
sincere in desiring the welfare and good gov­
ernment of the colony hereafter. 'Those who 
had governed it heretofore had brought it to 
ruin. He had fought the battle, and had 
gone a long way to fight it, on the memorable 
18th of June, the anniversary of the battle of 
'\Y aterloo ; and, if necessary, he would go 
again, and cross swords with the Attorney­
General again. He had no fear. 

Mr . .M:nEs said the policy of the Govern­
ment had been discussed three days, and, at 
such a late hour of the night, it was not his 
intention to take up the time of the House 
long. They were few remarks that he had 
to make, and they would entirely apply to 
the Government as politicians. If they 
would permit him to say so, he had no hesi­
tation in saying that he had the highest 
respect for them, collectiYely and individu­
ally; but notwithstanding he entertained 
that opinion of them, he felt that he should 
not be doing his duty in supporting them as 
a Government. He wonld endeavor to 
state, shortly, why. He thought the class 
he belonged to had been long enough in 
disrepute by class legislation, simply from 
having Governments composed of that class 
alone; and, whatever their policy, he felt 
inclined to oppose any Government composed 
of one class of persons, whether representing 
towns or sheep. On another ground, he 
opposed them because he dicl not belie>e they 
were sincere or had the slightest intention 
of carrying out the programme they had laid 
before Parliament. He judged them entirely 
from their speeches, which could not Le 
reconciled. He excepted the honorable the 
Colonial Secretary and the Colonial Treasurer. 
The honorable the Secretary for Public 
'\Vorks ought to have been clearer than he 
was; and he (Mr. Miles) had no trust in him 
whatever, that he intended to carry out the 
policy put forward. The members of the 
Government were not place-hunters, he must 
say ; and he was perfectly aware that the 
Premier, in forming his Government, had no 
wish to be called upon, but he had done his 
dnty. But the honorable gentleman must 
have felt his position, when, after having 
formed his Government, he could not get any 
one but the honorable member for Leichhardt, 
Mr Royds, to move that Ministers' seats had 
become vacant by their acceptance of office; 
-the consequence of that, and of there being 
no House at the close of last session, from the 
absence of ;\1inisterial supporters, and of the 
subsequeut prorogation, was the loss by JVI r. 
Sam1eman of his ~cat and of a vote for the 
G overnmcnt. The circumstances of the 
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colony were changing. In another three 
years, at the rate at which the fencing in of 
runs was going on, there woul:i be nothing 
to occupy the country but sheep and cattle; 
for labor would hardly be required. Since 
he '\\'as last in the House, he had travelled a 
considerable distance to the westward, and 
until then, he, though a squatter, had no idea 
of the extent of country fenced in. In the 
Maranoa district there wore stations that had 
easily employed sixty or seventy hands; but, 
now, they employed about sixteen; yet the 
country had still to keep up. the expenses of 
postal communication and police protection. 
Where was the revenue to come from, to 
meet that expense, unless population \Yas 
increased? He had come to the conclusion 
that the only way it could be clone, was by 
opening up the interior by railways, by pro­
moting immigration, and by settling popula­
tion on the land. The honorable the Secretary 
for Public Lands said he was in fayor of free 
selection all over the colony. He (Mr. Miles) 
should like to sec it. The want of it was wlmt 
he always complianed of. That was why 
he opposed the Immigration Act; because 
there never was a gentleman at the he a cl of 
the Lands Department who would go in for 
free selection. If population was introduced, 
the people must have facility for settling 
clown on the land. The ::\iinister for Lands 
had said, the present Government c1ic1 not go 
into office to create a sensation ; they went 
in to govern the country in a humdrum '\\·ay 
-to answer letters, and to pocket their 
salaries. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : He 
did not say that. He said they did not go in 
to create a sensation ; but to do their duty. 

.Mr. MILES: The honorable member said 
"humdrum." 

The SEcRETARY FOR PunLrc LANDS : Yes. 
JYfr .. MILES: The country wanted more 

than that; it wanted progression. 

" You will be asked to empower tlw Govern­
ment to contract with private individuals, or 
companies, for the construction of cheap lines of 
rail way in the interior, and to pay for same by 
grants of lands along the lines to be constructed." 

Now, if he were not mistaken, he ha cl heard 
the honorablc member for 1faryborough ricli­
cule the idea of making a railwtty to Homa­
to a wilderness ; but he could assure the 
honorable member it was a g1·eat mistake to 
call it a wilderness, for there was as good 
country in the neighborhood of Romtt as 
there was anywhere in the colony, and he 
would mpport no Government who iYas 
not prepared to open up the country and 
to settle a population upon it. He re­
gretted to be compelled to say it, but he 
believed, if that had been clone some time 
ago, the squatters would have been able 
to give employment to half tt dozen men 
where they uow only employed ono, and they 
would not have felt the dqJression as they 
had clone. As this quc::;tion hacl been tra-

Yelled over and over again in the course of 
the debate, he would not take up the time of 
the House by going further into it. He 
thought it was most humiliating to any 
Government to be supported by the members 
for I11swich and "\Vest .More ton alone. Nor 
could he understand how those honorable 
members conlct sup11ort the Minister for 
\V orks, who used to designate the inhabitants 
of Ipswich as paupers. JYicmbors on the Op­
position side had been taunted with the threat 
that, in the eyent of a dissolution, they would 
none ofthem come back to the House. For his 
part, he had always adopted what he consi­
dered an inclependent course. He was going 
to Yote for the amendments, and he was quite 
prepared to accept the responsibility. He 
begged to assure honomble members that he 
had not been sent to the House as a delegate : 
he had been sent there to exercise his judg­
ment. He was perfectly unprejudiced, and 
he felt sure his constituents would endorse his 
action. There was only ono vote out of all 
those he had giYcn which he had any occasion 
to regret, and that was the vote he had given 
in favor of The ]\,fanning Retirement .Bill, 
which had sadcllcd the country with a pay­
ment of £600 a-year. It was stated that J\lr. 
]\,fanning's health was ruined, and that he 
was in a most precarious state. And now, 
what did they find? \Vhy, that the GoYcrn­
mcnt had gazetted him as a magistrate--

The CoLONIAL SECHETARY: A visiting jus-
tice, without pay. . 

J\fr. MILEs : There nnght not be any pay, 
but there would be travelling expenses, and 
he believed that if· it had not been for an 
amendment made when the vote was passed, 
he might bave been allowed to go into another 
colony and obtain employment, still receiving 
£600 of the public money. He had intended 
to say something about the IpsiYich hospital, 
but as the Government policy had been 
discussed for three days, ancl nothing ap­
peared to him to have been left unsaid in the 
course of the debate, he would now conclude 
by stating that he should vote for the amend­
ment. 

The CoLONIAL SEC!lETARY,in reply: Sir, I am 
exceedingly satry that the last speaker should 
have imported a subject into this debate which 
has nothing whatever to do with the question 
at issue. His remark about J\Ir. Manning 
was, I think, quite uncalled for. If that gen­
tleman has, under God's good providence, so 
far recovered as to be able to do his duty to 
this colony in return for the pension he re­
ceives, I think we should thank God for it. 
No blame can attach to this House for voting 
a pension for him under the certificate of the 
leading members of the medical profession in 
this colony. I shall allude to the subject no 
further. The remark ofthchonorable member 
1ms utterly uncalled for, and the question 
has nothing to do with this debate. The 
honorable member ii'llO aclclressecl the House 
just before the honorable member for 
J\,faranoa, drew a very li ,-cly picture of the 
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sufferings of the squatters in the far west, 
fl·om the want of raihmys. \V ell, sir, I have 
also been a sufl'crcr; my drays have been six 
mouths on the roacls, but tlutt is no reason 
why I should plunge the country into a large 
expenditure for railways. \Yhy should ~I 
<tttempt to make men, who have nothing what­
ever to do with my interests, pay through the 
nose in order to emtble me to take do,',n my 
}Jroduce and bring up my supplies? The 
honorable member told us-I think about 
fifteen times in the course of his speech­
that he was going to vote against the Govcm­
ment. IV ell, I knew that, and I was not afraid 
of his rc}Jctitions. I "-ill make the Opposi­
tion a present of his vote, for I attach no 
value to it whatever. Before going into the 
reply which I am going to make this evening, 
I must r0fer to two or three matters alluded 
to by some honorable member.s who have 
spoken this evening. The honorable member 
for ~Nest .l\:J:oreton, Mr. Ferrett, called upon 
me to answer some allm;ions, in his speech, 
to certain hnd selections made by the honor­
able member for .l\faranoa. All I can say is, 
that that gentleman did make some selections 
on the Downs during the time I was in office 
ns Colonial Secretary and Secretary for 
Lands. The honorable member did me the 
honor to press upon me his right to select 
this land at, what I considered, a very in­
opportune moment-immediately preceding a 
division of this House-and I then told him, 
wh<tt I told another member of this House, 
that I had no power to do an illegal act, and 
that the question rested with the Com­
missioner ; and the honorable member did 
not get his land. Another insinuation was 
made by the honorablc member for Clormont, 
that the Government had thrown out a sop to 
the Ipswich members, by giving the Ipswich 
ltospit.;'tl the amount of money voted for it for 
the year by this House. That was the sop. 
Now, look at the honorable members for 
Ivswich, and see if they are men who arc at 
all likely to go into the hospital. And what 
do they gain by getting this vote from the 
Government? I wrote to the Secretary of 
the hospital at the time, telling him we were 
perfectly aware that vYe were stretching our 
powers in giving them that money at the 
time. Could that be called a sop P Horror­
able members must know very well, ma.ny of 
them, that if the House had not voted that 
money, the hospital must have shut up for 
want of funds. 'They mast also know that it 
was owing to the action of the honorablc 
member ·who then represented Clermont, that 
the vote for that hospital was cut clown to 
such a limit as to render necessary an appli­
cation to the GoYernment for funds to carry 
it on with. The sum on the Estimates was 
cut clown, I repeat, by the honorable member 
for Clermont, and there was not money 
enough left to carry on the hospital. Now, 
I don't think it is a 11roper course to pursue­
when it is a question whether a charitable 
institution should be shut u11, and the iumates 

turned into the streets, and the old and 
clebilitatecl patients, of whom there arc 
twelve, thrown upon the hands of the Govern­
ment-when the question is, simply, whether 
the Government should step forward and giYe 
the money voted by this House- to bring the 
matter forward as a political question. I do 
not envy the feelings of the honorablc mem­
ber who brought it forward, and I entirely deny 
that any member for Ipswich or West .M:orcton 
brought the slighest pressure to bear upon the 
Government. The money was given simply 
because we considered it a ease of urgent 
necessity; and if we remain in office, we shall 
come down and ask the House for a great 
deal more money for the hos1Jital for the 
present year, and I have not the slightest 
doubt we shall get it. I have known this 
House for some years, and I never knew 
them refuse any amount of money for 
charitable institutions, when it was shewn 
that that money was wanted and would not 
be wasted. I have now disposed of that 
charge, and I shall all udc no fi.1rthcr to that 
part of the speech of the honorable member, 
who would impute to any Government the 
motives he imputed to us in giving that 
money to the hospital. There was another 
complaint made by the same honorable 
member, to show how badly the North has 
been treated, I suppose-we used to have 
a great many of these northern grievances 
-that the amount voted for the Clermont 
Hospital was not paid. Now, I happen to 
know a little about this, because, some time 
after the honorable member arrived in Bris­
bane, he called upon me and asked about the 
vote, as I understood it, for 1869, ancl I told 
him that, although I was Colonial Secretary, 
the payments \~'ere made in the Treasury 
Department. I, therefore, referred him to 
the Under Secretary, and I understood the 
honorable member to say to-night that he 
was satisfied, and fully understood that the 
vote for 1869 was paid. If honorable mem­
bers will take the trouble to look, they will 
sec that in all rases the amount paicl by 
subscribers must be sent to the Treasury. 
This regulation was made, not by the present, 
but by the previous Government, and the 
attempt to make political capital out of it is 
a great absurdity-it is altogether despicable. 
Now, sir, I shall come to the amendments 
proposed to be made UlJOll the Address in 
Reply to the Governor's 8peech, and notwith­
standing the abuse we have received from. the 
Opposition-in fact, in consequence of that 
abuse-I am led to believe, as I believed 
when that speech was made, that it was the 
very best speech ever delivered by any 
Go>ernor in this colony. I sincerely believe 
it to be so ; and if it had not been so good, it 
would have been treated like other speeches 
have been. But this speech must mean 
something, because every member of the 
Opposition has been trying to pull it into 
pieces, and I believe, if all these SlJeechos 
were put together, it woulcl be found that 
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what ono condemned another applauded. I 
repeat that it is one of the very best 
speeches ever delivered. It has one great 
merit-it is very short; and it has another 
merit-that there is nothing in it which the 
Ministry do not intend to carry out. "Yell, 
sir, we luwe, as an amendment upon the 
Address in I{eply to that Speech, a very nice 
little set of paragraphs. The first is-

" (1.) That no Ministry will receive the confi· 
donee or support of this House that is not 
prepared to intTOducc a financial policy that, in 
its fiscal arrangements, will afford, for a time, aid 
and encouragement to the development of colonial 
industries." 
I think it must have taken two intellects 
to compose this 11aragraph. Now I think 
that, considering the Opposition will not 
listen to the Treasurer's statement-I will 
not say they are afraid to listen to it, because 
thoro arc so many of them-considering that 
they will not even allow the Treasurer to lay 
before them his policy, as I asked them to do 
the other night, I think they are going a 
little too fast. They now know no more 
of the financial policy of the present Govern­
ment then they did when they made up their 
minds to oppose it, whatever it might be­
they know no more about it than they did 
then. And if the Opposition think they are 
going to draw me out, or to draw out my 
honorablc colleague, the Treasurer, to state 
that policy, they are very much mistaken. 
The next paragraph is-

" (2.) That no Ministry will receive the confi· 
dence or support of this House that is not 
prepared to initiate ancl carry out a general 
railwtty policy, which will include the immediate 
completion of existing lines, and the effectual 
opening up of the interior." 
Now, sir, this is about the most extraordinary 
amendment I ever hcard-"whieh will include 
the completion of existing lines ;" why, it is 
the very thing we ask for. We say we are 
going to introduce a Loan Bill for'the purpose 
of completing those works. The second para­
graph in the Governor's Speech is-

" Among the first and most important of those, 
will be tt Bill 1 o enable tt sum of money to be 
mised on loan, secured on the gcneml revenue of 
the colony, sufficient to cover the outltty incurred 
on, and the contracts entered into, for completing 
railways ancl other public >vorks, ancl for innnigra· 
tion purposes." 
There they have it in the Speech-in fact, they 
have more than that, because they have tlte 
effectual opening up of the interior. The 7th 
clause in the Speech said-

" 7. You will be asked to empower the Govern· 
n:cnt to contract with private individuals, or com­
panies, for the construction of cheap lines of 
raih,ay in the interior, ancl to pay for same by 
grants oflands along the lines to be constructed." 
\Vhat necessity, then, vYas there for the 
amendment? \V ell, the third amendment 
pro1Josed, is-

" 3. That no attempt to provic1e additional 
representation can be reganlecl as sincere that is 

not preceded by a repeal of the two-thirds chtuse 
of the Constitution Act." 
\V ell, this great liberal party, who have been 
in powe1· for so many years, have only, at the 
eleventh hour, found it at all necessary to 
talk about the repo<tl of the two-thirds clause. 
What haYe they been doing all this time, I 
should like to know. Surely, i1 it is necessary 
now, it has been necessary ever since separa­
tion. The party represented by the present 
011position have been in power for years, and 
yet we have never heard anything about the 
repeal of this clause until i.t -;as introduced 
into the S11eech at the begmnmg of the last 
very short session. Now, I belie ye it is quite 
possible to provide for additional _representa­
tion without repcalmg the two-th1rds clause, 
for honorable members will never make up 
their minds that additional representation is 
necessary, m~d it is my fir~n belief ~ha.t they 
do not want 1t; and lmowmg tlutt It IS next 
to impossible to repeal the two-thirds clause, 
they put it in here as an amendment. Now, 
sir, I say it is not at all necessary to repeal 
that clause in order to get additional repre­
sention, if the Opposition members will only 
assist the Government. Then we have No. 
4 amendment-

" 4. That it is a matter of regret that, in yom 
Excellency's Speech, no notice has been tttkcn of 
the northern q nestion of separation." 
It would be a very nice thing, indeed, to put 
into the GoYernor's Speech a proposition to 
take away part of the country he was sent to 
govern. I wonder how His :Excellency would 
look at a member of the Government who 
made such a proposal to him. Now, sir, I 
am prepared to go as far as any houorable 
member of this House for separation; but I 
am not 11reparcd to insult His Excellency the 
Governor by proposing to divide th~, colony 
he has been sent out to govern. lhe 5th 
amendment says-

" 5. 'That, in the absence of any announcement 
in the Speech delivered by your Excellency at the 
opening of this session, of ~n intention on the part 
of the Government to mtroduce measures to 
Parliament having the foregoing objects in view, 
we have no confidence in your Excellency's 
present responsible advisers." 
\V ell, sir, I felt a little alarmed when I read 
that, but I got over it. I do not lm~;; what 
effect it might have had upon me, 11 I had 
had to spmk about it the first night; but aft?r 
a couple of clays, I cared yery little about It. 

Now the~e are the amendments, and a niee 
lot they are. I think I have pretty well dis­
posed of them, ancl if it were lJossible to bring 
any vote from the other side of the House, I 
shoulJ have done so; I know I have changed 
the opinions of some of the lwnorable mem­
bers who sit on the opposite side of the 
House; but Ollinions and votes are Y~ry 
different things. The Government of wluch 
I am the unworLhy head, may be very sleepy, 
but still they Llo not exadly follow the 
example of the ostrich, ancl hide their head 
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so as not to know what is going on. The 
honorable membPrs opposite, could not dis­
euss their arrangements so quietly, but that a 
bird of the air brought the matter to the 
Premier's ears. I knew before I came clown 
to this House what the division would be ; I 
could tell it to a man. I say that no matter 
what policy we had put forward in the Gover­
nor's Speech-no matter what words we had 
put in his mouth-the result would have been 
the smne; we should have had just the same 
opposition. It "'as all arranged before the 
House met; before one word of His Exool­
lenr,y's Speech had been delivered, and before 
ihe policy of the Government was known in 
any possible way, it was decided that we 
should be turned out upon an amendment to 
the Address. 

The Hon. A. J\1:ACALISTER : I must rise to 
a point of order. I positively contradict that 
statement. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY: There is no 
point of order to raise. I am merely stttting 
my firm convictions. I am giving my impres­
sions, ancl I object to be intcnupted. 

The Hon. A. J\fACALISTER : The honorable 
member has made a statement of facts, which 
I positively contradict, and I say he has no 
rig!tt to repeat it. He has stated that the 
Oppm;ition hall made up their minds before 
they entered the House. 

The CoLONIAL SEcRETARY: I submit, Mr. 
Speaker, that there is no point of order at all. 

The SPEaKER : The Colonial Secretary 
has said he is only expressing his own 
opinions ; the honorable member for Eastern 
Downs can speak after he has finished. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY: I stated what 
my im11ressions were, and no point of order 
or counter-statement will induce me to alter 
my O}ll!llon. I repeat that my impression is, 
no matter what policy we had brought 
forward, we were to be opposed by an amend­
ment upon the Address. Now, sir, where is 
the 11oint of order P The interruption of the 
honorable member for Eastern Downs, is just 
of a piece with the speech he made after I 
addressed the House. I never expected 
anything better from the honorablc member. 
He ondeavored to distort the words I used 
into a sneer against the Government bankers, 
which my language did not convoy. On the 
contrary, I carefully guarded myself; I 
merely drew a parallel case. I said a man 
with an overdra\'111 account, and a surly 
banker, was not in a position to do certain 
things; and I carefully guarded myself by 
saying that the Government had every reason 
to Le satisfied with the courteous treatment 
they had received from the Government 
banker; and yet the honorablc member 
attempted to distort that. Now, sir, after 
every other member has addressed the House, 
I think I have every reason to express my 
satisfaction at the way they have treated my 
humble attempts to ex11lain myself. It is a 
delightful change to turn from the speech of 
the honorable member for Eastern Downs to 

that of the honorable member for Fortitude 
Valley ; and however ihat honorable member 
and I may differ-and >ve have differed often, 
and may differ again-I must rcciproca~e tl:c 
sentiments to which he gave utterance m lns 
speech, and say that no political differences 
will eyer make us less friendly, and this is 
11rincipally because the manner in which he 
combats the opinions of his opponents is as 
different as light from darkness from that of 
the honorable member for Eastern Downs. 
We have clifrerecl, and may differ again ; but 
while I think I am right, and he thinks he is 
right, I think we can differ without showing 
any fooling of acerbity towards each other. 
The honorable member for Fortitude Valley 
thinks the Government ought not to have said 
anything in the Speech about his ordering 
steamers in Sydney. 

Mr. LILLEY : No. I only referred to the 
latter part of the paragraph-the remis­
sion of school fees. 

'l'he CoLONIAL SEcRETARY : Well, sir, I 
believe that if we had not put it in the 
Sr1eech, we should have been equally attacked 
for being afraid to bring it forward. I believe 
I explained the matter pretty fully when I 
addressed the House last. No reflection 
upon the previous Government was intended 
by the insertion of that 11aragraph. Feeling, 
as we did, that the previous Government had 
almost exceeded their powers in entering into 
that contract, we considered it our duty­
having refused to interfere with the contract 
until it was ratified by the House-to refer 
to it in the Speech ; and having resolved 
upon that, I put it to the House whether we 
could have done so in a more temperate 
manner. I am sorry that, in the absence of 
the honorable member for Burnett (Hon. H. 
Pring), I shall have to allude to a portion of 
his speech in which he reflected upon the 
conduct of the Attorney-General. The im­
pression left upon my mind from the honorable 
member's remarks was, that the Attorney­
General of the colony had given advice to the 
Government in this matter which had not 
been acted upon, aml that he, Mr. Pring, had 
given advice which had been acted upon. 
That is, I believe, exactly what the honorable 
member stated. Now, sir, I have not in my 
Jlossession the Executive minute referring to 
this matter, but I have the Cabinet minute, 
of which the other is a transcript, and it is to 
this effect :-

" The Colonial Treasurer having laid before the 
Executive Council the letters from Messrs. Eldred 
and Spcnce, dated 25th April and 4th May 
rcsprdivcly, on the subject of Mort's contract for 
a steamer: 

" Recommended that the present Government 
decline to interfere in any way with Mr. Mort's 
contract, being of opinion that they have no 
power to bind the colony to such a contract 
without the exnress sanction of Parliament, and 
that the letter~ herewith to Messrs. Eldred and 
Spence, and Messrs. T. S. Mort, embodying the 
foregoing resolution, be approved and forwarded 
accordingly." 
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N_ow, I state here boldly, and without the 
shghtest fear of contradiction, that the 
opinion of the Attorney-General of the 
colony, of which I think a verv unfair achan­
tage was taken, was abid~d by in the 
minutest particular. No other 01)inion was 
taken; and holding the position I held as 
Premier of the colony, I should have been 
ashamed of myself, ancl unfit to hold that 
position, if I had gone beyond that opinion. 
Then, sir, an honorable member did us the 
honor to say, that the present Government 
were Nfr. Lilley's enemies-that we were the 
men who turned him out of office, and maclc 
an attack upon him personally. I dPny it in 
toto. I say, sir, that if the honorable mem­
ber for Fortitude Valley had any friends in 
the Ro11:se during the last session, they were 
not on h1s own side of the Rouse, but on the 
opposi!e side ; and I say that, without any 
exceptwn, the members of the pre,;ent Gov­
ernment were his friends on that occasion, 
and not in the least anxious that he should 
leave office. They were not prepared to 
endorse every act of his, because they 
thought he had made mistakes, but they 
were prepared to support his Government ; 
and the honorablc member for JYiaryborough 
and I were the only two members in the 
Rouse who spoke in his favor, and said 
that the vote of the House-certainly our 
votes were not given against him 11ersonally, 
but against the Government as a whole. 
vV e did not, like the honorable member 
who moved the amendment on the Address, 
entirely direct our remarks against the head 
of the Ministry. 

Mr. BELT, said, he >Yishcd to explain that, 
as a matter of fact, his speech was directed 
against the Government generally. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY: The speech is 
on record, and I say it was a direct attack 
upon the honorable member, who was then 
I>remier. That honorable member was not 
defended by his colleagues, and if he had 
only defended himself, or if the members of 
the Government had defended their actions, 
the result would have been very different. 
There were quite enough members in the 
Rouse to have supported them, if they had 
spoken up, as I believe they ought to have 
clone. However, they acted upon their own 
judgment, and abided by the result. Now, 
sir, we know that on the subject of these 
very steamers, which we arc blamed for 
introducing in the Speech, the late Colonial 
Treasurer, under Mr. Lilley's Government, 
told the electors of South Brisbane, that 
everybody knew he was not to blame for 
getting these steamers ; and yet that honor­
a!Jle member blamed us for making mention 
of them in the Speech. He wanted to know 
why they were mentioned in the Speech, and 
I will tell the House why. V\' c wanted the 
opinion of this Rouse-the only legitimate 
holders of the public purse-as to wlwther 
that contract was legitimate, and that opinion 
we should have accepted. The honorablc 
member also taxed us with making an appeal 

ad misericordiam. Now, I am satisfied he 
did not know the meaning of the word. 
I believe he thought it was Irish. If he 
thought I would make an r,ul miserirordiam 
a11peal, he must have looked upon me as a 
fvol, and considered that I must have a very 
poor opinion of the tender mercies of the 
Opposition. The idea of my making an 
a11peal ad misericordiam was about the best 
thing I have hem·d. Then another charge 
was brought against me-that in forming a 
Ministry, I selected, as members of it, men 
from my own class. vV ell, if I could not 
find any better men in the House, what could 
I do? Perhaps I ought to have gone to the 
members of the late Ministry, and formed 
another happy family. But, a~ I believe the 
members of a Ministry ought to be pretty 
well of one mind, and not, like the dog, the 
cat, and the rat, all at variance with each 
other, I did select honorable members who 
thought with me upon general subjects. But, 
as to selecting them from a cl a '8 inferior in 
position or intellcet, I deny it. I am the 
only pure squatter among them. JYiy honor­
able colleague, the Colonial Treasurer, is tt 
frceholdcr, but more of a settler than a 
squatter. The Minister for \Yorks has some 
cattle somewhere in the hush, I believe, and 
then he is the representative of the third 
town, if not the seeoncl town, in the colony­
in the centre of a large agricultural and min­
ing district. I say, therefore, thttt if, as a 
squatter, he is considered by such a com­
munity as that of Maryborough a fit per­
son to represent them, he is taken out of 
the class of squatters pure and simple. The 
Secretary for Lands is an attorney. N 0\T, is 
he a squatter? Then what becomes of the 
charge that the JYfinistry is taken from ono 
class? vYhat was the coalition Ministry; 
were they of one class ? Not exactly; but 
they were always on the same side, and 
always voted together, although they cnllcd 
themselves a coalition Ministry. They lmve 
always hung together pretty well when there 
have been any loaves and fishes to look for. 
Now, sir, it is said that it is the cluty of the 
Government to iutroduce anv amount of 
population in order to ll'clson "the burden of 
taxation. I think that comes with a very bad 
grace from the honorable member for South 
Brisbane, because no man, I believe, has done 
more, by restrictions upon Lancl Bills, to 
injure the settlement of the country than he 
luis done. There has never been a Land Bill 
introduced in this colony, but that honorable 
member has put some restrictions upon it, 
and no man has succeeded in driving popula­
tion out of the country better than that honor­
able member. But ±or the restrictions of the 
honorablc member for South Brisbane, all 
the navvies who were employed on the 
Ipswich and Toowoomba line would have 
been settled on the lands. There is no doubt 
about it; it is not the first time I have taxed 
the honomble member with injuring the sale 
of land by the restrictions, he insisted upon 
putting on it. vV e were also blttmed fo1: 
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making His Excellency say something he 
ought not to have said. I say, sir, that the 
want of etiquette is shown in introducing the 
Governor's name into the debate in this House 
at all. The Government have never done it ; 
they have never alluded to him in any way, 
and the want of etiquette-the impertinence, 
I may say-has been in introducing his name 
at all. The Speech is our Speech, and no 
honoral>lc member has a right to mention the 
Governor's name, except to refer to the Gov­
ernor's Speech. Thln·c was another charge­
the appointment of Lieutenant Rowlamls as 
agl'nL at :JYiadras. Now, we never did any­
thing of the 'ort. That gentleman was ap­
pointoLl by the lYiaclras Government as agent 
to Qucens!::tnd, and he was only ap1Jointccl 
as successor to a gentleman who had been 
there for years, and had died. I found a 
despatch in the office, when I took charge of 
it, requesting, as a matter of form, that this 
appointment should be confirmed by the 
(iueenslancl Government. This despatch, 
which ought to have been attended to when 
it arrived, had been shelved. The popular 
Government coulu not afford to attend to it. 
It was brought to my office by an honorable 
member who, we wore told at one time, was to 
be the saviour of the colony-that was J\1:r. 
l<'ilzgerald. He came to my office and asked 
me if I had heard anything about it-that it 
ought to be gazetted. I inquired about it, 
and the impression on my mind is that the 
liberal Government would not have anything 
to do with it, and quietly shelved it. How­
ever, sir, I am not afraicl of any outcry ; I 
never went in for popularity, and I had 
Lieutenant Row lands gazcttccl, and what more 
have we got to clo with it? If any gentle­
man wants Coolies, he has only to go there 
and pay his clues, and the Government have 
nothing more to do with the matter, except 
to sec that the regulations arc adhered to. 
And I have just been reminded by the 
Colonial Treasurer that they are British 
subjects, and have as much right here as any 
one else. The Government have been taxed 
wiLh a desire to discourage IYhite immigration, 
and import black labor. \Yell, sir, t'he way 
I encouraged Coolie immigration vms this :­
:Mr. Fitzgcrald wanted some forms printed 
when he applied for the introduction of 
Coolies, and I said, Y os, I will get them 
printed at the Government Printing Office, 
and whoever ,,..-ants them must pay for them. 
And that is all the Government had to do 
in the matter. B_ut, why Coolie immigration 
should not come mto the colony, if anyl>ody 
wants it, I cannot see. Now, it is well known 
that the present Ministry wore, almost to a 
man, opposed to the last Immigration Bill. 
vV e did not sec how we were to settle a largo 
population on the railway lands in such a 
short time. vV e wore opposed to the ap­
pointment of an Immigration Agent at £1,000 
a year; but it is the duty of every GoYorn­
ment to carry out the existing law, ancl for 

that I claim some credit, although I am still 
of opinion that the immigration is ill advised. 
I think we are still importing immigrants for 
New South vV ales, as WC have been doing 
for a number of years. That is a patent fact, 
for it is well known the late Premier, J'l1:r. 
John Robertson, remarked that they wanted 
no Immigration Act thoro, as long as ours 
was in force. I believe we are about to 
perpetuate the same mistake under the present 
Act. Still it is an Act, and while it is so, it 
is the duty of every Government in power to 
sec it is carried out. Then we have been 
condemned because we did not give the 
Opposition the benefit of our ideas on the 
subject of the tariff. I really think there 
must be some speculators on the other side of 
the House, who want to make money out of 
our r>olicy. But we shall refuse to the last, 
and say nothing about the tariff, unless you 
will allow us to place our whole financial 
policy before the House. The intentions 
of the Go·vernment will come out one clay 
or other-for we keep a few memoranda 
-and I believe it will be approved of; 
although it has been eondemnecl by per­
sons who can know nothing about it, yet 
are prepared to oppose it at all hazards. 
'l'he Government has been taxed by the 
honorable member for the vVan·ego with 
inconsistency, but I can inform the honorable 
member that he has discovered a mare's nest. 
He taxed the Government with inconsistency 
because in my election speech I stated that 
the railways had cost so much, while my 
honorable colleague, the :Minister for vV orlcs, 
stated that they had cost a larger sum. Now, 
the discrepancy between the two statements 
can be easily explained. I stated in round 
numl,ers what was the cost of construc­
tion, without referring to. interest ; but the 
Secretary for vVorlcs stated what they cost, 
and in his statement he included interest 
and compound interest. Now that, I 
think, is an explanation of the discrepancy 
between the two statements, sufficient to 
satisfy any one that is willing to be 
satisfied. I was sorry to hear an honorable 
member speak of the duty on sugar as a pro­
tective duty. For my part, I cannot sec that 
it is so. At any rate, it was in existence 
before we took office, and there it is still. 
The same honoral.Jle member also objected 
to the ad valorem duties. vV ell, l ob­
jected to them also, and I do so still ; 
but I can say this in their behalf, that 
they bring in £70,000 a year to the 
revenue. I should be very glad to see 
my way to a reduction of the ad 'valm·em 
duties, but I cannot sec it at present. The 
honorable member, Mr. Jordan, told us that 
we were opposed to agriculture. Now, I 
have no hesitation in saying that amongst the 
Ministerial supporters there are more farm­
ers on the Government side of the House than 
there are on the Opposition side of it; and 
farmers who haYe cultivated more hnd, and 



112 AdclTess in Repl;IJ· [ASSEMBLY.] Presentation ofthe Address. 

know more about farming, than any farnwr 
on the Opposition Rirle. So far from our being 
opposed to agriculture, we have shewn that 
such is not the case by the simple fact of our 
htwing stated, in the progmmme of our 
policy, that we intend to ask for a 
loan to the extent of £50,000 for the 
purpose of making roads to enable the 
farmers to bring their produce to market. 
\Ve may have our own opinions as to whether 
farming will pay or not ; but our expressed 
intention to provide roads for the benefit of 
agriculturists. shows that it is our desire to 
make agriculture one of the interests of 
the colony. It was the party to which I 
belong that succeeded in passing the Land 
Act of 1868; and, under its operation, a 
large agricultural population has been settled 
throughout East and vV est More ton. It is 
most unjust to charge the Ministry with being 
opposed to the agricultural interest, for the 
C'hargc is not correct. If I were a betting man, 
I could almost place the members of any 
new l\1:inistry that may be formed-vote for 
votP. 'l'hc result of the vote to-night must 
lead to one of two results, for this is not a 
trimming Ministry; and will not be so, as 
long as I am at the head of it. The result 
must. be that the Ministry will either resign 
or d1ssolve the House and appeal to the 
country. I should be inclined to take the 
latter course, in the event of our being 
defeated; bnt I have some human feeling for 
others ; and when I see so many honorable 
members opposite ready and willing to accept 
office and go into power, I must confess that 
my heart becomes softened ; and I do 
not sec how I can possibly advise 
His Excellency to grant us a dis­
solution. I have thought it might be well 
to split my advice to His Excellency, and 
that I might advise him to adopt a course 
that would admit of the iormation of a 
coalition ~Ministry. There are sixteen mem­
bers on the Opposition side of the House, 
mgerly expectant of office, and I have been 
thinking it would be well to advise His 
J£xcellency to share the Government amongst 
them ; giving it to four at a time for four 
months each. But as there arc seventeen 
members on the Opposition side, there would 
by this plan be the odd man out, and I do 
not know what to do with him. I therefore 
think I shall have to leave His Excellency to 
his own advice. If a new Ministry should 
have to be formed, it will have to be on the 
principle of obsPrving honor amongst thieves. 
Jam quite prepared to go to a division of the 
House ; and if it should be against me, to 
accept it in a humble frame of mind, and I 
hope in a proper frame of mind. 

The question, That the words proposed to 
be omitted from the Address in Hcply stand 
part of the question, was then put and nega­
tived without a division ; after which the 
question was put, 'l'hat the words proposed 
to be inserted in place of the words omitted, 

be so insertccl,-and the House divided as 
follows:-

Ayes, 17. 
:\Ir. Pring 

, Bell 
:Fraser 

D~. o· nohertr 
Mr. EL1moncbtonc 

, :Fyfe 
, )file~ 

, l\ieilwraith 
Dr. Benson 
IUr. Groom 

Jordan 
, Stcphens 
,. Handy 
" rrhornton 
n Lilloy 
, Atkln 
, ~Iaealistcr. 

Noes, 11. 
Mr. Palmer 

Thorn 
Forbes 
Penet 

, Royd' 
Hnly 
Rmn,.,ay 
1\riUiams 
l\Inrphy 
ThOlUtJSOll 
\Yabh. 




