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Address in Reply

[ASSEMBLY.] o Opening Speech.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Thursday, T July, 1870.
Address in Reply—Resumption of Debate.
ADDRESS IN REPLY—RESUMPTION OF
DEBATE.

The Address (p. 19) and the amendment
(p. 29) were read.

Question—

“That the words proposed to be omitted stand
part of the question.”

Mr. Wirrrams said he should support the
Government most decidedly on this oceasion.
He shounld endeavor to make his reasons as
plain as he possibly could ; but hefore he cn-
tered on his speech, he appealed to the House
to bear with him as tenderly as they could,
inasmuch as he was suffering from an affec-
tion over which he had no control, and which
would prevent his dealing with the subject as
it deserved. He should first say a fow words
with reference to the vote he gave to turn out
the late Government. He had no sympathy
whatever with the specch that was made by
the honorable member for Northern Downs,
nor with the sentiments expressed by him ;
and he did not give his vote on that occasion
against the then Premier, but against the late
Government, because he believed that they
were unfit to govern the country; and he was
still of the same opinion. He was surprised,
astonished, knowing as he did the character
of the honorable member for Northern Downs,
to see him, after the extraordinary speech
made by him on that occasion, take the posi-
tion he occupied to-day. Ile should like to
know what induced him to sit on the Opposi-
tion side of the House, after his extraordinary
speech against the most sinless of the late
Government. He looked upon the honorable
member for Fortitude Valley as the most
sinless man of the bad lot associated with
him; and, because they were a bad lot,
he had been very glad to vote against them
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under any circumstances. He hoped that
the honorable member for Northern Downs
would explain his conduct: it was contra-
dictory; it rendered his spcech a nullity,
of no effect ; and, whether he was temporising
with his constituents or not, it was the most
inexplicable thing that he ever heard of or
looked upon. The late Premier was the very
best man, and beyond comparison with his
colleagues, of the late Government. With
reference to the steamer and the school
questions for which, it was said, the honorable
member had been found fault with in the
Governor’s Speech, he (Mr. Williams) stated
candidly that, knowing what he did of him,ifhe
could believe in his heart that the reference to
them was intended as a slur uponthe honorable
member, he would go over to the Opposition
and vote with them. He believed now, that he
honorable member’s action in regard to the
steamer was a statesmanlike one; it was an
action that none but a statesman could take
or contemplate ; and he had reason to believe
~—he thought he might say, he knew it—that
the honorable member acted in opposition
to the views of his colleagues—but, for
expediency sake, they agreed with him!
The honorable member for Fortitude Valley
had proved himself a statesman by taking the
action that he did take, not only in reference
to the steamer, but also in giving free educa-
tion to the children of the colony. He (Mr.
Williams) gloried in the man; and he re-
gretted extremely thathe (Mr. Lilley) could not
seelis way clear to coming overto the men who
did not abuse him. He was unable to be pre-
sent at the opening of Parliament, to hear His
Kxcellency the Governor deliver his Speech;
but, as soon as he arrived in Brisbane, he
made it his business to find out what sort of
a Speech it was. He had read it over very
cavefully, more than once, to see whether,
after a night’s sleeping on it, he could come
to any different conclusion from that he at
first formed; and he now told the House
fearlessly that it was one of the best speeches
ever put into the Governor’'s mouth since
Queensland was a colony. Itdid not promise
so much, but only what the Government
meant to carry out.” The Governors’ Speeches
that Parliament had hitherto heard, were a
Tot of fulseme bunkum — blatherskiting —
things, promises that the Government had no
more intention of carrying out than he had of
flying to the moon. The present Specch had
nothing in it but what was reascnable, and
what, under reasonable circumstances, could
be carried out. It did not suggest the
carrying of a railway from one end of
Australia to the other, through this colony, to
the Gulf of Carpentaria! Supposing the
lionorable member for Hastern Downs was
Premier, the House would have seen a
paragraph in the Speech to the effect that
His Excellency’s Advisers recommended that
a line of railway from the southern to ihe
northern extremity of the colony should be
made. DBut would he ever carry it out?
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Nothing of the kind: it was all bunkum.
Who were the men of progression P—the
men who promised everything, and whose
propositions were those of madmen, which
could not be carried out; or the men who
proposed little, and only what they could
carry out? None but lunaties would pretend
to the extravagant opinions advanced by some
gentlemen who came forward as advocates of
a progressive policy. There was no progress
in bunkum ; and nearly all the specches
the House had heard from the Opposi-
tion were bunkum. He did not think it
would be necessary for him to go through
the Opening Speech, clause by clause ;
there was none of it that he could find fault
with, according to his own interpretation.
He did not accept the interpretation put
upon it by honorable members of the Op-
position. e approved of the Speech, and
he would support the general carrying of it
out. He wanted to know what the Opposition
was about ? He asked the honorable member
for Bastern Downs what it was about? He
asked him, as a man, was it not that he
wanted a thousand a year? Was there a
single clause in the Governor’s Speech that
he could object to? He had made a lot of
amendments ; there was not a principle in
them that he could carry out ; and what was
the use of wasting the time of honorable
members over them? The Opposition had
taken a personal turn, and it was of a most
improper character. He (Mr. Williams) said
so advisedly ; and he hoped the day was not
far distant when the conduct of honorable
members who instigated and led that Oppo-
sition would be hurled in their teeth ! They
were not worthy of the Government. The
Opposition had nothing to do with the de-
merits or merits of the present Ministry,
about whose character as men and statesmen
not a word was said. Its promoters were
actuated purely by factious, personal, deter-
minedly selfish motives, for the sake of
office and a thousand a year, and nothing
else. When he first had the honor of a seat
in the House, he allied himself with what was
called ““the great liberal party”; and, now,
he stood self-convicted of having been a fool ;
for, of all the counterfeits he ever met with
in the whole course of hig life, that so-called
liberal party was the greatest. IHe believed
lLie was always and was still a liberal, and he
had associated himself with them because
they called themsclves liberals; but what
did he find P—that they were liberal only in
abuse; they were committed to prodigality,
pledged to spend the people’s money.
‘What they called liberality, he called, 1n
mildest language, prodigality. It would be
in the memory of honorable members, that
before he was in the House six months, he
found he was in bad company—that he was
in the wrong shop; he found that his allies
were the gentlemen from the northern dis-
tricts : the liberal party were so clever, it
took him six months to find that out. He
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had had enough of them; he was disgusted
with them; he had found them out, and Le
now discarded them. He did not want them
to vote with the Government ; he, as a minis-
terial supporter, would rather be quit of
them; he should not appeal to them. ILet
them vote where they were. He hoped what
he was saying would not only go to his own
constituents, but to the constituents of the
honorable members for East Moreton, who
did not represent them; to the constitucnts
of the honorable members for Brisbane, who
did not represent them ; to the constituents
of the honorable member for Drayton and
Toowoombo, who did not represent them.
The present Government were the first, since
Separation, that recognised the wants of the
farmers of Queensland; not by blowing and
blatherskiting, as the honorable member for
Eastern Downs would do, but in a tangible
shape: they had come down to ask the
House to go in for a loan of £50,000, to
enable the farmers, not only in East and
West Moreton, but in all Queensland, to
bring their produce to market. Did ever
any Premier offer that before? Yot the
Government were called “pure merino.”
They were the best supporters of agriculture
the country everhad. There were no farmers
on the Opposition. One reason why he would
support the Government was, their recogni-
tion of the agricultural interest; and he
would do all he could to keep them in the
position they occupied. He supposed he
need not say anything about their per-
sonal character; but, he supposed that it
stood as good as that of any other four or
five gentlemen who ever occupied seats in
the House. It had been hinted to him that
there were men better qualified—he did not
know whether morally or socially ; but he
did not care how. First of all, he would go
to the Premier. Did any one in the House
ever hear a more manly and straightforward
speech than his exposition of the policy
of his Government? Was there any bun-
kum about that? Was there any blowing
or beating about the bush for popularity
sake? No. For his merits as a statesman,
every honorable member should support
him, and for his plain, practical speech,
the House must respect lum. Then, there
was the Treasurer. He (Mr. Williams),
knew as little about him, perhaps, as he
did about anybody in the House. His man-
ner, he would not say it was attractive,
but it certainly was not repulslve; and
the way in which he carried out his part
of the programme was such as must have
commended itself to those who were going
to vote against him on the present occa-
sion. He knew exactly how they were
all going to vote; but it could not be
said by those adverse to the Government,
that their opposition was in consequence of
any failure on the part of the honorable the
Colonial Treasurer to make himself under-
stood. Although his honorable friend and
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colleague (the Secretary for Public Lands)
said it pretty plainly, last night, it was worth
repeating—the Opposition believed that them-
selves and the countiry were in a very bad

“state, and they were afraid to “take stock.”

His honorable friend for Brisbane (Mr.
Fraser) understood the term ; he (Mr. Wil
liams) used trade terms,—he was not so well
up in parliamentary business as he was in
commercial affairs.  The Opposition were
afraid to take stock, afraid to see the balaunce
sheet. Ifthey did seeil, all their grand imagi-
nary schemes of the Government making rail-
ways, would go off with the wind. They were
the greatest lot of cowards he ever saw in his
life.  The Minister for Works, from what he
was told, he was prepared to defend, with all
his faults. In spite of the honorable member
for Eastern Downs’ manceuvring, manage-
ment, coguetting, and humbugging, he told
Lim that if the present Ministry lasted six
months, the honorable member for Mary-
borough would be far more popular than was
ever the Minister for Worksin the Macalister
Government. Why? Simply because the
honorable member for Maryborough knew
how to treat the poor man when he went to
him; he was, without cxception, the most
agreeable man to do business with that per-
sons used to going to the Works’ Department
had ever met. Because he was peculiar,
somebody had said he wasan Ishmaclite, and
again that he was Mephistopheles! The
way in which the hounorable member worked
in his office, and the manner in which he
treated all persons who had communications
with him, as the head of the Public Works
Department, entitled him to support ; and he
(Mr. Williams) should be glad to find ecir-
cumstances such, that the honorable gentle-
man would remain in his present position a
long time, as he believed it would be for the
benefit of the country. Impracticable, some
liked to call the honorable member for Mary-
borough ; but he was not the only one that
had been called impracticable. Unfortunately,
he (Mr. Williams) was old enough to remem-
ber that a great politican, the Right Hon.
John Bright, was called impracticable, onc
whose hand was against every man, and every
man’s hand against him ; there was hardly a
word in the English langnage sufliciently bad
to express what he was thought to be ;—yet,
where was he now? He was courted by the
wealthy; he was high in position, near his
Sovereign ; he was a great statesman, as he
(Mr. Williams) had always thought him ;—
and he believed that the honorable member for
Maryborough would turn out something like
him. Givehim a chance to doit! John Bright
was denounced, as well as the honorable the
Secretary for Public Works. Give him the
opportunity of becoming acquainted with
the requirements of the public scrvice, and
the House and the country would find him
one of the most valuable men that the colony
ever had the advantage of sccuring in its
service, Referring to the fifth paragraph of
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the Governor's Speech, in connection with
the remarks of -the honorable member for
‘Warrego, he wished to say that however
able a railway engineer, contractor, or manu-

facturer that honorable member might be, he *

was not a financier. Ie hoped the day was
far distant when that honorable member
would have anything to do with the finances
of this colony. The honorable member told
the House that he was going in for pro-
tection ; and he argued that, hecause there
was a duty which protected the sugar-
growers, the House had admitted the prin-
ciple of protection. Now, he (Mr. Williams)
denied that altogether. If the honorable
member for Warrego would take the trouble
to ask the honorable member for South
Brisbane, or the new Treasurer, or any
honorable member who was ever Treasurer,
or the Collector of Customs, or anybody who
knew anything about the matter, he would
be told that the sugar duty had nothing
whatever to do with protection : it was simply
a question of revenue. The country could
not be carried on without revenue. If the
House were told that the duty did protect
the sugar-grower—-—

Mr. McInwrarra : So it did.
what le said.

Mr. Wirriams: That was another matter.
That it operated as a protection to him was
admitted ; but he must not be told that that
duty was a protective duty. The honorable
member knew nothing about free-trade or
finance ; though he knew something about
railways. He (Mr. Williams) bad no doubt
the honorable member came here expecting
that he would find an opening in which Le
would do something of profit, something for
his own advantage and gain. But, now, he
would discuss protection with the honorable
member for Drayton and Toowoomba, who
would have the advantage, being more
eloquent than he ; but, if the honorable mem-
ber would come to facts and data, he would
leave him without a leg to stand on. It was
the most effete, rotten, worthless proposition
that was ever heard of; it was dead and gone,
buried, and could nct be recuscitated. ILast
week he had an opportunity of speaking with
one of the honorable member’s constituents,
a farmer; and be asked him what his idea of
protection was—the man having informed him
that he had been educated in protection by
his representative, the honorable member for
Drayton and Toowoomba. This was the
man’s idea :—That the farmers of Queensland
should be protected by a fixed duty of two
shillings and sixpence per bushel on maize,
four shillings and sixpence on wheat, and
seven pounds per ton on hay! Now, he
asked the House, or the Opposition, were
they prepared to endorse such a protective
system as that? Was that the protective
system shadowed forth by the honorable
member for Xastern Downs to promote
colonial industry ?  In addition, the farmers,
educated in protection, wanted the protection

That was
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of cheap railway rates for carrying their
produce to Ipswich. Yet with all disadvan-
tages against them, the unfortunate farmers
of Kast and West Moreton had sent up,
in one month, more than the granary of
Queensland had sent down in two years!
Now, after that, he was not surprised that
the men educated by the honorable member
for Drayton and Toowoomba wanted protec-
tion. God protect them! The question of
railways secmed to be one put prominently
by the Opposition ; and if a late honorable
member for Ipswich were in-the House, he
would have to designate a new disease which
afflicted them, especially the honorable mem-
bers for East Moreton, Brishane, Warrego,
and Northern Downs ; and which disease, for
want of a better term, he (Mr. Williams)
would call ““railways on the brain” Why
did not they, like homest men, say if they
could afford the rallways? If they could, and
shew him how, he would support them. He
was not opposed to railways, if they would
allow the Treasurcr to make his statement. If
that statement was conclusive, that the Gov-
ernment could afford to make a railway
between Ipswich and Brisbane, he would go
in for it heart and soul. He knew that the
colony had been brought to the verge of ruin
by the extravagant cxpenditure on railways
heretofore, and he did not want to go into
additional debt even to finish, as it was called,
existing lines; and if additional debt was
to be incurred, he would oppose railways, no
matter where they were to go to or come
from. If it were shewn that the colony could
afford to make them, he would support rail-
ways. But he wanted to hear the Treasurer’s
financial statement; and heasked the Opposi-
tion, as honest men, why they would not allow
the Treasurer an opportunity of making it?
It was the most unmanly thing he ever heard
of. But it was no use talking to honorable
members on that side of the House. Every
one knew what tyrannical majorities could do;
he knew what they had done before. It was
an eternal disgrace, that they had expelled
from the House one of the most useful and
respected members who ever sat in the As-
sembly, for sake of a vote! What was the
good of appealing to gentlemen who would do
the like of that? 'Well, he defied them! He
hoped the Government would take the com-
mon sense view of the cccasion, and dissolve
the House; he would guarantee that the
country would back them up, and when next
they met Parliament, after a general election,
a strange lot of faces would be seen instead
of those now on the Opposition side. He
was not going to select them, but he could
tell who would not come back again. If the
Government appealed to the country, some of
the Brisbane and East Moreton folks would
not come back—no mistake about that! It
would be discovered what the state of the
country was, and the inference was plain; —
the misrepresentatives of Xast Moreton,
South Brisbane, Drayton and Toowoomba,
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and Northern Downs, would be told, one
of these days, what o'clock it was!
The Opposition seemed determincd to have
the Ipswich and Brishane Railway at
all hazards; some of them did not know
how it was to go, or when it was to go, any
more than they knew where it was to go.
But some of them did know where it was 1o
go : the honorable member for South Bris-
bane did. He had had a most accommo-
dating engineer, who had brought the line
into the honorable member’s paddock.
465,000 was taken out of the colony
by Mr. Fitzgibbon, the late Kngineer-in-
Chief of Queensland Railways; and yet the
country was to go on spending money to
bring the railway from Ipswich—into the
middle of the honorable member’s paddock.
He was an example of the very liberal man,
who had a seat in the House; and he knew
as well as anyone what a gentleman in office
could do when he had an engineer of an
accommodating spirit, and how nicely things
could be twisted and turned. *“Make money!”
was the axiom of an Englishman; “make
money, honestly if you can; but, make
money.” He (Mr. Williams) did not say
there was anything dishonest in the action of
the honorable member for South Brisbane :
if he had a paddock more than he knew what
to do with, he might like to take the railway
through it.

Mr. StepEENS begged to deny that any
railway line or plan had been taken through
alf%y land of his, much more into the middle
of it.

Mr. Wirrrams said he should like to know
if a line had not been surveyed by M.
Thorneloe Smith, the terminus of which was
brought into the honorable member’s land ?

Mr. SteruEns: He did not know where
Mz, Thorneloe Smith took his terminus. He
did know that it was not brought within a
quarter of a mile of his land : the line must
be brought in somewhere within sight of his
house.

Mr. Wrirztams: The intended railway
between Ipswich and Brisbane was, he
declared before the world, nothing but a
gigantic swindle, to promote private interests
at the expense of the country. The honor-
able member for South Brisbane knew that
he was himself one of those who would reap
the benefit of the swindle, if carried out.
He (Mr. Williams) did not know but that
the honorable member for Warrego would
be one to benefit too. He had been informed
on what he considered very reliable authority
that the honorable member came here for the
express purpose of making railways lhere,
there, and everywhere, in the colony, as he
got a good profit.

Mr. McInwrarta : Who told you ?

Mr. Wirttams: That was his business.

He believed the honorable member canie, and-

he was sorry to say he was justified in his
belief that there were a lot of men in opposi-
tion, prepared to squander the funds of the
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colony in railways. He had heard that the
honorable member came here for the express
purpose he had asserted: he was brought
here on false pretences. He regretted that

‘the honorable member, or any one else, should

have anything to do with the honorable mem-
ber for Eastern Downs, who fooled every-
body that had anything to do with him.
He regretted that he ever had anything to do
with him, as a politician. The honorable
member was, without exception, the greatest
failure, as a politician, that was ever heard of.
He (Mr. Williams) had not intended to
express an opinion of him; but he was
fortified in what he said, by the opinions of
those who had been associated with the
honorable member for Eastern Downs. e
was not Wanting a Serew, or a place hunter ;
consequently, he was not in such a good
position to speak from actual knowledge and
experience as some honorable members who
sat on the Opposition side of the House ; but,
still, he would call attention to the opinions
of some of those gentlemen who were rush-
ing into the arms of the honorable member
for Kastern Downs, and who were united
with him in opposing the Government. He
thought he should be pardoned for occupying
the time of the House, when he had shewn
in what estimation the honorable gentleman
was held by the most prominent of his
associates. [For himself, he believed that the
colony was brought into the desert state it
was 1n a year or two ago, mainly by the
action taken by the homorable member for
Eastern Downs ; and he held him responsible
for the extravagance and the waste of money
which everyone now deemed characterised
the construction of the Southern and Western
Railway. It was now said that if proper
precautions had been taken, the railway
could have been constructed for a million of
money less than had been been paid for the
130 or 140 miles that the colony possessed.
Were honorable members going again to
entrust the honorable member for Kastern
Downs with the ship of State? If so, he
would oppose him as far as he could. The
honorable gentleman had proved himself to
be utterly unworthy of confidence; and now
he (Mr. Williams) would shew that that opin-
ion was shared in by honorable members of the
Opposition, who were now going to rush into
his arms as the saviour of the country. The
honorable member for Burnett, Mr. Pring,
speaking to the Address in Reply to the
Governor’s Opening Speech, on 8th August,
1867, said of the honorable member for
Eastern Downs and of railroads generally—it
was along speech—asfollovws:—

“ Now, the railway question wasa very vexed
question in this House {rom the outset of 1t; and,
I have no hesitation in saying, so far as my firm
conviction enables me to judge, that it is to the
railway question we may trace the present bad
state of the colony.”

To that, he (Mr. Williams) said “hear, hear,”
and thoroughly endorsed those sentiments ;—
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what was true, then, was ten times more true
now ; and the honorable member for Burnett
wag a prophet then, for what he had said was
now accomplished. He was sorry to say he
had reason to believe that the honorable
member had changed his mind.

The Hon. R. Prive: Hear, hear.

Mr. Wittiams: To-morrow, he would
change it back. The ministerial side would
have him again, too.

The Hon. R. Prixe said he could not
hear the honorable member: he was indis-
tinet.

Mr. Wrirnisams : It was not his fault—it
was his misfortune. He endeavored to make
himself clear, and he had asked the forbear-
ance of the House at starting. He would
read a few more words of the honorable
member’s, which wounld shew the estcem in
which the honcrable member for Hastern
Downs was held by him ; and he should then
ask, if he condemned the leader of the
present Opposition, did he not do so in very
good company? This was in a debate
relative to the Native Police force, on the
6th February, 1868 ;—the honorable member
for Burnett was at that time Attorney-
General

The Hon. R. Prixce said he had not the
slightest objection to the honorable member
referring to anything that he ever said in his
life, or to anything that he had said about
thie honorable member Tastern Downs; but
he wished to ask whether, when his mouth
was shut—when he could not get up in ex-
planation—when his lips were scaled, on the
principle that he could not, in the House,
vefer to previous debates—the honorable
member could quote from * Hansard” what
he had said on previous occasions ?

The Spraxer: The honorable member can
discuss anything that has not been debated
this session—he can refer to the debates in
previous sessions, but not quote from a debate
of the present scssion.

Mr, Wirziass : T am not a lawyer, but
I am quite right.

The Hon. R. Prine: Nobody ever gave
you credit for being so.

Mr. Wizrrams: I tell you what it is that
they give me credit for—being honest.

The Hon. R. Privg: I will make you
prove it, by-and-bye.

My, Winrranms : All right!

The Speaxer: Order! These interrup-
tions must not go on. Honorable members
must keep order.

Hovorasre MEMBERs: Hear, hear! Order,
order ! and Chair, chair !

The Hon. R. Priwg: “Hear, hear!”—
Rubbish !

The Spraxzr: Really, some notice must
_ be taken of this. The honorable member,
when I call order, calls ¢ rubbish.”

The Hon. R. Prive: No, no.
“ hear, hear.”
ary.

I can say
That is perfectly parliament-

r
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The Seeaktr : The honorable member hag
interrupted the debate ; and it is not the first
time he has acted in this way.

The Hon. R. Priva: Not when I said
“ hear, hear.”

The CoroNiAr SECRETARY : It was meant
for me, sir, I really think. When I called
“liear, hear,” the honorable member used the
word ¢ rubbish”—mnot to you, sir. I really
think he ought not to interrupt the debate.

The Hon. R. Prine: I can say ‘“hear,
hear.”

The Coronisl SecrRETARY : He keeps up
a running commentary.

The Hon. R. Prive: I know my duties
as a representative.

Mr. Wirtriams: The honorable member
for Burnett need not be afraid; I would not
insult him, nor would I insult any man.

The Hon. R. Priveg: The ruling is given.

Mr. Wizzrams: The honorable member
knew it before. At the time at which the
speech he was about to quote from was
delivered, the honorable member for Burnett
was Attorney-General, and the honorable
member for Eastern Downs was in Opposi-
tion; and it appeared that the former was
out of the House while the latter was speak-
ing :i—

“He did not hear the eloquent speech of the

honorable member for Ipswich, Mr. Macalister;
but he came into the House just in time to catch
the duleet tones of that honorable member as he
concluded, and he must say he was surprised.
He asked himself, what could have caused the
change which had come over his old colleague ?—
and, at last, he said to himself, ¢ Policy, policy I’
and he at once came to the conclusion that the
oratorical display on the part of the honorable
member was nothing more or less than ex-
pediency.” ’
It was not the first time he had met that
term, and it was not the first time the honor-
able member for Eastern Downs had practised
the policy of expediency ; yct the honorable
member for Burnett was now rushing into his
arms to carry out a similar piece of work.
Wait a bit! Here was something more :—

“He could only say”

Mind, he was speaking seriously now; let
them not forget that, whatever honorable
members did—

“That if the honorable member himself belicved
in the sentiments to which he had given utterance,
why, then, for the last seven years had he becn a
living deceit before the public ?”’

That was the character of the honorable
member for Eastern Downs, as given by the
honorable member for Burnett, his expectans
Attorney-General. He (Mr. Williams) hoped
the day was far distant when the honorable
member so desceribed would be Premier.
He should like, indeed, to see the honorable
member for Burnett Attorney-General; but
not the two together. They were dangerous
men, He next came to another occasion on
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which the honorable member for Burnett felt
it his duty to express his opinion of the
honorable member for Eastern I%)owns. Tt was
on the 28th January, last year, when those
honorable gentlemen happened to be in
antagonism on a motion for the adjournment
of the House. Mind, he (Mr. Williams)
was not expressing his own opinions; he
would simply read the honorable member for
Burnett’s opinion of the honorable member
for Fastern Downs. He was sorry to say it
was coupled with the name of another honor-
able member, who, he did not think, should
have been named in that way. The Premier,
at the time, was the honorable member for
Fortitude Valley, who, said the honorable
member for Burnett, Mr. Pring—

“ Always considered the lLonorable member for
Eastern Downs, a traitor, and he had always
entertained certain feelings of mistrust, if not
against the Premier, against another member of
the Governmment. So that in consequence of that
mistrust, the Grovernment was entirely broken up.
Then the honorable member for Eastern Downs
resigned, and only three out of five were left of
the members of the Ministry. He contended
that, under such circumstances, the Premier
should have resigned then and there, because he
was not in a position to carry on the business of
the country, or to lay a single business paper
before the House. Put he had not thought fit to
do so0, and what had hz done ? If there had been
distrust between the mmbers of the Grovernment,
what distrust must there be now ? The Premier
could have no greater faith in the honorable
member for Eastern Downs to-day than he had
yesterday, when he had expressed the most
damaging opinions against him, and he would ask
whether members who could abuse each other as
those two honorable members had done, like
Billingsgate fishwomen, were fit persons to carry
on the business of the country ?” '

He asked whether Lionorable members who
abused each other so, were fit persons to carry
on the business of the colony? He asked
the honorable member now ?

The Hon. R. Privg: If T am asked a
question in this way, I ask you, sir, if I have
not a right to answer him? I know it is con-
trary to the rules of the House ; but he dares
me to do it. He knows T can’t answer him.
I wish T could ; I would walk into him.

HoworaBrne MemBERs : Order, order.

The Hon. R. Prixe: You may call out
“ Order.”

Mre. Wirriams : I regret, Mr. Speaker—

The Hon. R. Prine : If you challenge me,
I'm ready for you l——out of the House, or
anywhere !

Mr. Wirttams: You go on, if you will.

The SpEaxEr: The honorable member for
Ipswich is wrong in addressing an honorable
member instead of the Chair; and he must
not ask honorable members questions. It is
not in order, decidedly.

Mr. Wrrriams: If he had transgressed
the rules of the House, he humbly apologised.
He thought some little allowance should be
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made for him. He did not trouble the House
often. He admitted it was not right to ad-
dress the honorable member; but it was con-
temptible to threaten him. He held the
honorable member and his threats, as he did
the honorable member for Fastern Downs, in
the supremest contempt. Neither of them,
nor the pair of them, nor the whole House,
nor the whole colony, dare wag a finger af
him. He defied them, or anybody eclse, to
point a finger at him and say he had done
anything unhandsome or unmanly that he
need be ashamed of. He had as much right
to express his opinion, to take advantage
of what the honorable member for Bur-
nett had said—although he might not be so
high as he in the social scale—as any other
man ; he was an HEpglishman, and he stood
on that and the dignity of an KEnglishman ;
and he maintained that he had a right to ex-
press his opinions. He threatened, the hon-
orable member did—by-and-bye—out of the
House—he would wallt into him ! If he did,
perhaps he (Mr. Williams) would smother
him !

The Hon. R. Prine said the honorable
member had made use of a most unparlia-
mentary expression, and he only wished he
would come outside the House and make use
of it.

Mr. Winriams said he felt very safe where
he was, and must decline the honorable mem-
ber's invitation. The question was, whether
the two honorable members—the honorable
member for Eastern Downs and the honorable
member for the Burnett—who had abused
each other like a eouple of Billingsgate fish-
women,—were fit to govern the country?
Who, he would ask, in that House, was the
greatest adept in abuse of that kind—and
who indulged in it the most frequently?
The honorable member for Fortitude Valley
never forgot himself—he talked and discussed
the questions that came before him like a
gentleman, so that the question did not
apply to him, at any rate; and if it were
applied to him by any one else, he (Mr.
Williams) would repudiate it in the most
strenuous manner. But that language of
that kind had been used, and that it was
intended to apply to the Lonorable member
for Eastern Downs, he had no doubt what-
ever. Ile had no doubt, either, that it was
properly applied. He asked them, again,
were such men fit to rule this colony P-—they
should not, if he could prevent it. There
was another matter which he had forgotten—
in consequence, probably, of having been
interrupted by the honorable member for
Burnett’s polite invitation to go outside,
which lic absolutely declined. He was not
quite sure whether he was a member of the
House at the time, or whether he was simyply
in the gallery, but he very distinetly remem-
bered hearing the honorable member for the
Burnett giving the House the benefit of his
experience of the character of the honorable



member for Eastern Downs, and he ¢
made use of what he (Mr. Williams) thotrg
very strong terms. He would now repeat
them, as well as he could, in Lis own words.
In the course of some discussion, the charac-
ter of the honorable member for Eastern
Downs was in question, when the honorable
member for the Burnett said it was the

opinion of the people outside that that honor--

able member was “the greatest scoundrel
unhung.” That was what the honorable
member told the House was his estimation
of the honorable member for Eastern Dowuns,
fgr by repeating it in the House he endorsed
it

The Hon. R. I'zive rose in explanation,
and said he recollected his remarks perfectly,
as hie had been asked, in the House, to state
the words he had used; and he had stated
that it was not his own opinion, but the
opinion of eertain persons outside the House.

Mr. Wrirriams: That was just what he
had stated most distinetly—that the honor-
able member had given the words as the
opinion of people outside the House. But
he maintained 1t was a fair inferenee to drasr,
that the honorable member, by repeating that
opinion, had adopted it.

The Hon. R. Priva : No; he repudiated it.
Iie could repeat the actual words he nsed:
they were these—¢ One would think, from
the abuse the honorable member had re-
ceived outside the House, that he was the
greatest scoundrel unhung.” No inference
that e endorsed such an opinion could pos-
sibly be drawn from those words. He was
not going to take *“ Hansard” as an authority,
but he pledged his word and lonor as a
gentleman that those were the words ke had
made use of.

Mr. Wizrtams: Well, he had said all he
wanted to say on the subject. That was so
dirty an arrangement that he could not have
anything to do with it.

The Hen. R. Prive rose to a point of
order. Had the honorable member any right
to designate the conduet of another honorable
member as a *“ dirty” arrangement ?

The Speaxrr said the honorable member
for Burnett was quite right in interrupting
the honorable member for Ipswich, when he
used such language. As he had often stated
before, when an honorable member rose in
explanation to repeat his own statements, his
word should be accepted.

Mr. Wizniams : He would apologise to
Mr. Speaker, but to no one else. If it were
now lis turn to speak, he would do so. The
honorable member for Burnett had a great
advantage over him, as Le had a more per-
fect acquaintance with parliamentary tactics
than Le (Mr. Williams), who did his duty
honestly, but perhaps roughly; but he
would defy that honorable member, or any
other man, to impugn any statement he
made, or the position he had taken up that
evening; and if' the honorable member could
prove any dirty transaction on his part, either
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% or as o private member of the
waily; he would shut up. But he defied
the honorable member, or anyone else, in this
colony or in the old country to do so. A
good character had been handed down to
him, and he had endeavored to maintain it;
and when he vetired from the House, he felt
sure that his character would compare with
that of the honorable member for Burnett.
However, the honorable member was worth
leaving alone. He had had his say. He was
not finding fault with Dim, but with the
honorable member for Eastern Downs, and
certainly with the honorable member for
Burnett, for rushing into that gentleman’s
arms, after having had so much to say against
him. He could not see why the honorable
member should hold himselfresponsible for that
gentleman—he hoped he would not hold him
responsible when he went outside the House.
There was another honorable membDer, who
was to be Colonial Treasurer, if the arrange-
ment were carried out. Ife thought there
were honorable members on both sides of the
House, who had been conneccted with a
commercial undertaking, in the shape of a
newspaper, called the Guardian, and the
honorable member he referred to—one of the
members for East Moreton, who was to be
the new Treasurer, he liad been informed—
hiad the management of the financial depart-
ment of the Guardian. He should like to
ask those honorable members, who had Dbeen
connected with that undertaking, whether
that gentleman had managed the affair to
their satisfaction or not. He did not mean to
say, that the money had been improperly
applied, but had it been employed to their
advantage—had it been employed in a profit-
able manner, in such a way as to induce
them to think he could be safely entrusted
with the management of the finances of the
colony P As far as his knowledge went, he
had been led to understand:

The Covon1ar SECRETARY said, he should
be sorry that any unjust suspicion should
attach to any honorable member. He
beliecved Mr. Atkin, the member for East
Moreton, was the person alluded to, and he
could, therefore, assure the honorable member
that that gentleman had had nothing to
do with the financial department of the
Guardian.

Mr. Wizriams : Then he had been mis-
informed, and he regretted exceedingly the
remarks he had made. He would put it in
this way :—Had that honorable member ever
done anything in any shape or form of speech
or procedure, to lead the House or the
country to suppose, that he had any idea of
finance of any kind whatever. He aflirmed
it was simply a picce of aundacity on his part,
unparalleled in the history of Colonial Parlia-
ments, to come forward and ask the country to
gulp him down as Colonial Treasurer. Those
were the men who were now ready lo rush
into the arms of the honorable member for
Kastern Downs, to make a Ministry, and
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what sort of a Ministry woulditbe? A good
deal had been said about combinations. What
sort of a combination would that beP—a
Government composed of the honorable mem-
ber for Eastern Downs, as Premier; the
honorable member for Xast Moreton, as
Colonial Treasurer; the honorable member
for Maranoa—he was going to add the honor-
able member for Northern Downs, but he
believed they had sold him. What could be
said of a Government composed of such
gentlemen as those ? Would not that be a
coalition Government of a most extraordinary
—most worthless character? Why, any
coalition Government, of which the honor-
able member for Fortitude Valley was the
head, would be worth fifty of such Govern-
ments in the eyes of the colony at large. It
was only a few months ago that they had
ousted a coalition Ministry, and were they
going to support a Ministry of that stamp?
He was astonished, beyond expression, to see
gentlemen possessed of far more intelligence
than he was, and enjoying much greater
advantages than he did, lend themselves to
bring such a Ministry into power, as that was
likely to be. But he thanked God there was
no chance for them—not the slightest in the
world, if the present Government, as he
sincerely trusted they would do, appealed to
the country. If they did, he felt sure the
House would soon present a very different
aspect, and several honorable members on the
opposite side would be missed from their
places. The would-be Colonial Treasurer,
he predicted, would no longer be found there.
There were other honorable members too from
that side who would also be missed—men
who, under other circumstaneces, he believed
would do good service to the country, but
who had been misled by the honorable mem-
ber for Eastern Downs, and the silent tongue
of the honorable member for East Moreten,
and were now going headlong to destruction.
But even supposing—and it was the very
utmost stretch of imagination to do so—that
this wonderful coalition Government, com-
posed of the incongruous elements he had
mentioned, could be formed, did not the
House think they would be a happy family?
‘With the opinions which the honorable mem-
ber for Burnett entertained of the honorable
member for Bastern Downs, and the opinion
entertained of him by the expectant Treasurer,
the honorable member for East Moreton,
they would indeed be a happy family, and
have a very happy time of it!  The honorable
member for East Moreton, the expectant but
disappointed Treasurer, in speaking of the
bonorable member for Xastern Downs, in
January last year

Mr. JorpaN rose to call the honorable
member’s attention to the fact that there were
two members for East Moreton.

Mr. Wirriams : He begged the honorable
member’s pardon. The honorable member
for East Moreton, Mr. Atkin, in speaking of
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January, 1869, had referred to him in these
complimentary terms :—

“ He agreed with a great deal that had fallen
from the honorable member for Maryborough, but
not from the same motives. He confessed thatin
the present state of public affuirs it was the duty
of every public man to support whatever Ministry
came into power. At the same time, he must
enter his protest against the present combination.
Tmmoral as such combinations were, he was pre-
pared, as long as he sat in the House, to give the
present Ministry his loyal support. So long as
they were prepared to go on with these things
which were in arrear, and advance the business of
the country, he would do so. Although he pro-
mised that, after listening to the speech of the
Premier against the colleague he had dismissed
from his office, and after seeing the position thab
colleague took up on Tuesday last, he could not
help saying that the honorable member for
Eastern Downs going back to office was like a dog
returning to his vomit.”

Now, that was the opinion of the expectant
Treasurer of an expectant Premier; and after
the opinion of the expectant Attorney-Gene-
ral of the expectant Premier, which he had
read, what could the House think of such a
combination? Whenhe was in London some
time ago he saw a cage carried about the
streets with all sorts of animals in it: there was
a terrier, a eat, a rat, and other animals of dif-
ferent instincts and habits, all living together
in the utmost harmony, and to all appearance
having a very nice time of it; but one night
their natural passions got the better of them,
and they all set upon each other and tore each
other to pieces, just as this new Ministry
would do some day or other.

The Hon. R. Prine begged to correct the
honorable member in one statement he had
made. He had spoken of the Attorney-Gene-
ral: he (Mr. Pring) was not Attorney-Gene-
ral; there was no Attorney-General in the
House this session; he should have liked to
have seen him.

Mr. Wintisans: Well, they would have
this wonderful Government following the
example of the animals in the cage. As soon
as they got together, they would tear each
other, they would rob each other, and the
country would reap the consequences. It
would be a most unfortunate thing for the
country, unfortunate as it had already heen,
if, by any possible combination of circum-
stances — he cared not what—such men
were allowed to assume the reins of office;
it would be a drcadful blow to the pros-
perity of Queensland. Kntertaining that
opinion, and he did honestly and con-
scientiously maintain it, he would do as an
individual all he possibly could to prevent
them from coming into power until they had
learnt something like reason. And he felf
convinced that when the poliey of the present
Government came to be known by the country
—and especially by the farmers of Tast and
‘WestMoreton ; when those people—whowere

the honorable member for Eastern Downs, in | now suffering from the absence of any means
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of communication with the towns—learncd
that, for the first time, their wants had been
reeoguised, and that £50,000 would be set
apart for the construction and maintenance of
roads for their use, they would feel bound to
give their support to the Government, and
with such a phalanx of strength, intelligence,
and independence, as had never been seen
before. . A new era was dawning on Queens-
land—he wrecollected the words used last
night—Dbut not such an era as the honorable
members opposite anticipated. They looked
forward to an era which meant lots of plunder,
lots of spoil. The state of things was well
known in which they had revclled, and from
which the country was now suffering, There
was any quantity of money to be had, and
that was all they cared about, and they did
not care where it came from. The honorable
member for Brisbane, 3Mr. Fraser, had made,
the night before, what he considered a most
unworthy remark. He had asked, what sop
had been offered to the members for Ipswich
to induce them to support the Government?
Such a thought could never have occurred to
a pure-mjnded man. He could only come to
the coneclusion that the Brisbanites had
become so habituated to sops and bribes, and
all sorts of expenditure, that they thought no
one could be honest without that sort of
thing. For his part, he never had, and had
never wanted a sop in his life; and if he were
insulted by being offered one, he hoped he
should know how to resent it. That was his
answer to the honorable member for Brisbane.
He oceupied his seat because he represented
his constituents, while the honorable member
misrepresented his, and the time would come
when he would know it to his cost—that was
to say, if he valued his seat; if not, it would
make no difference to him. He had not quite
done with the honorable member for North
Brisbane yet. That gentlemanhad stated more
than once, when speaking of the Brisbaune
and Ipswich Railway, that theve could be no
chjection to it, from the fact that it ran along-
side a navigable river; because, in the old
country, railways along navigable rivers paid;
and he had given, as an instance, the railway
which ran between Glasgow and Greenock.
Now, the intcrmediate population between
these two towns was upwards of one million
persons, and the line, he believed, was only
some fifteen or eighteen miles in length., He
had endeavored to find out what that line of
railway had paid, and he was now in a posi-
tion to state, that until it was taken over by a
very large company, the Great Caledonian
Company, whose ramifications extended to
the very heart of England, it had never paid
one single iota of dividend. e had, himself,
travelled from Glasgow to Greenock, in
steamboats, for threepence ; and he would ask
the honorable member for North Brisbane,
whether he was going to make a railway
here, alongside a navigable river, to carry
passengers at threepence a head? Could he
get the honorable member for Warrego to
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make arailway between Brisbane and Ipswich
for threcpenny fares? If so, he would get
lots of supporters, and there would be
numbers of people ready to pay their passage,
in order to satisfy themselves that such a
place as Brisbane existed.

Mr. Fraser begged to correct the honor-
able member, who had made a mistake in
using his name. He did not think he had
ever mentioned the Greenock and Glasgow
Railway to him ; it musthave been some one
else.

Mr. Wirriams: Well, then either he or
the honorable member must be wrong, and
vet he thought his memory was pretty good.
There was one question which the Opposition
intended to make a great card to catch the
votes of honorable members, and that was
the protection paragraph in their amendments.
The paragraph relating to separation was
also intended to catch the votes of northern
members. He would tell the House what he
thought of separation. He thought the
time had nearly arrived when mnorthern
members would be perfectly justified in
asking for separation. Where the point of
separation was to be, whether at Dawes’
Range or elsewhere, he was not sufliciently
acquainted with the geography of the country
to say; but that they were cntitled to scpara-
tion, if they demanded it, was as plain as
that he was standing there; and he only
regretted that Ipswich and West Morcton
could not also go in for separation also; and
if the honorable member for Warrego could
only invent some plan of bringing a line of
railway straight down to the Bay, without
coming to Brisbane, it might be done. They
had seen too much of Brisbane, and did not
want to come into closer contact with it.
Why, the Ipswich people knew nothing about
immorality until they came into closer con-
nection with Brisbane. They wanted no
Contagious Diseases Bill in Ipswich until the
Brisbane people sent up some of their
immoral characters. DBut as to separation,
whenever the proper place was decided upon,
and the northern members demanded it, he
would support them, and say, go and God
bless you.

Mr. Bern said that, after listening to the
speech of the honorable member who had
just sat down, he could not help regretting
that the division had not taken place the
evening before, as the House would then have
been spared that oration. e had not
intended to speak on the question, but the
honorable member had unearthed him. He
had listened carefully to the many speeches
made by different honorable members, and
had felt that, for once, a dehate had taken
place which, in its tone, character, and ability,
had equalled any which had ever occurred in
that House. The address of the honorable
member for Ipswich, however, had given it a
verydifferentaspect.  Itwas one of thosesmall
stump-oratory speeches which he thought the
House would willingly have dispensed with,
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The lonorable member had made greab
rescarches into the  Hansard” of the colony ;
but, instead of acting up to the sentiment of
the poet, ¢ the greatest pleasure is the recol-
lection of happy scenes,” he had taken an
opposite course, and had taken pleasure in

raking up wunpleasant reminiscences. The
honorable member had thrown down the

apple of discord and altered the tone of the
debate
HoxNorABLE MEMBERS :

No, no.

Mr. Brrn: Honorable members might
say “no,” but that was his opinion. The hon-

orable member, among his many personal
allusions, had referred personally to a speech
which he (Mr. Bell) made when moving an
amendment on the Speech on a previous ocea-
sion, and had characterised it as a lamentably
disgraceful attack upon ome member of the
Government, and not upon the Government
colleetively. Now, in contradiction to that
statement, he asserted that the words he
made use of were clearly and strongly put,
and that they were in disparagement of
the Government generally. If by any
words in his speech he had disparaged
the honorable member at the head of that
Government, he had as strongly expressed
his opinion of the Government as a
whole, and the opinion which was cnter-
tained of them out of doors. To return to
the debate which now occupied the attention
of the House, he would say that the grounds
of difference between the Government and
the Oppositicn were so clear and distinet,
that he did not believe any of the speeches
which had been made had succeeded in chang-
ing cne single vote. With regard to his own
position, which had been referred to by the
last speaker, and which that gentleman
scemed so little able to reconcile, he felt
bound to offer some explanation. Now, it
was not his intention to say one single word
in disparagement of any honorable member
who now sat on the Treasury Dbenches;
beeause, with those gentlemen, who were
individually and collectively identified with
the same interest as his own, he bad the
strongest sympathies; and he believed their
conduct, as a Government, since the IHouse
had met, had shewn that they were all and
more than had been expected of them.,  But
he found it was impossible for him, holding
the opinions he now held, and had long held,
to give them his support.  He would gladly
have found himself sitting on the other side
of the House, but his opinions had prevented
him up to that point. He objected to the
formation of the Government, hecause, 1n the
first place, it was an unwise combination.
He thought it was impossible for any Gov-
ernment so composed Lo enjoy the confidence
of the country. It might be, as the result of
an adverse vote, that they would appeal to
the eountry, and that the result of that appeal
would give them a majority ; but even then
they would have but a short life {o live, for
the past history of the colony shewed that
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class combinations could not possibly succeed.
That was the opinion he had always held in
reference to Governments in this colony, and
he saw no reason to alter it. Hven were the
composition of the present Government
different to what it was, he should not be
able to satisfy himself that the policy they
had introduced would compare with the
policy initiated by the Opposition,—when he
found the strongest objection on the part of
the Government and their supporters, to take
any step in the direction of pratection to
native industry. (No, no, from the Govern-
ment benches.) He judged by the Speech of
His Excellency, in which no mention was
made of it. He took it for granted that, if
the Government had lheld any such views,
they would have taken that opportunity of
expressing them, and would have given them
a prominent place in the Speech which
announced their policy. He must, at any
rate, record his own dissent to that policy.
He quite agreed with the honorable member
for Warrego who spoke on the previous
evening, when he told the House ke believed
the initiation of some system of protec-
tion was of great importance to the colony.
He had no doubt the honorable member
meant, as he did, a sysiem of intelligent pro-
tection, not a protective duty upon everything
consumed in the colony. No doubt, such a
system would necessilate an expenditure of
money by the community generally, but he
could also see clearly that that expenditure
would represent much of the taxation which
the people now paid. He could take it for
granted that the money now spent on immi-
gration caused increased taxation; but then
he took it for granted that the adoption of an
intelligent system of protection to mnative
industry would bring about the introduction
of a large number of immigrants, who—if
the public works, which he thought might
with advantage be undertaken, were com-
menced—iould relieve the country from the
large annual outlay for immigration purposes.
He did not expeet that this would be done at
onee, so as to avert the Loan Bill, which
must be brought forward sooncr or later ; but
if' suceessfully carried out, it would prevent
such a large expenditure on immigration.
He found that this colony, since Separation,
had expended—including land orders, but not
cottonr bonus land orders—over a million of
money. It had expended in cash, £500,000,
and inland orders, £700,000--1nall, £1,260,000;
and this expenditure, if the policy of the
Opposition were properly carried out, might,
Le repeated, be reasonably expeeted to be
no longer necessary. But lLe saw other
advanfages arising from a wise system of
protection. He found that the ad valorem
duties had had some slight beneficial effect
upon the trade of this colony. He could
recolleet when Baltic pine was imported at
such a low rate that ibhad the effect of closing
several large sawmills; bub since the imposi-
tion of the ad valorem duties, this importa-



Address in Reply

tion had ceased, and the trade in the interior
had expanded. That was one of many
instances he could quote, and it clearly shewed
that such a system of protection as he had
referred to would be of great advantage to
the colony. There were, no doubt, a number
of persons who had not learned to alter the
views with which they had been cducated on
this question, and whose intercsts were pro-
bably opposed to any such change ; but when
they looked at the beneficial results which
had followed such a course in Vietoria, he
thought they would agree with him that no
time should be lost in following the cxample
set by that colony. Tle eyes of the people
of this colony would not long be closed to the
fact, that although at firstit might seem more
advantageous to import goods, 1t would be of
much greater general advantage to pay a little
more for them, if they could be manufactured
here. The question of protection versus free
trade would take a long time to discuss, and
there would probably be a good deal of agita-
tion on the subject throughout the colony
before it was adopted. He could say for
himself, that he could have no divect or per-
sonal interest in either proposing or advocat-
ing protection; because, as a producer, he
would, of course, have to pay a good deal
more than he paid now for articles he
imported : but, fecling convinced that it
was absolutely nccessary in the present
state of the colony, he could not support
any Ministry who did not propose to aid
and encourage native industry. Unless that,
and the construction of cheap railways, formed
a prominent part of the policy to be carried
out, he saw very little hope tor the colony.
It was absurd, while the country was in such
a languishing state, to talk about introducing
immigrants, when therc was no capital to find
cmployment for them. The new system of
fencing adopted by the sheepfarmers in this
colony, and other causes, had thrown a number
of persons out of ecmployment, and they were
now rambling about from station to station,
looking for work. He did not feel any grea
coneern on that account, because he believed
that this state of things would not last long,
and that a new era was dawning upon the
colony. He looked upon the stand which had
been taken in that House that evening as a
sign that the people of this couniry were at
last alive to the difficulties of the position,
and the pressing necessity for progress. He
would, he repeated, have had no objection to
give his support to the present Government
if they had ineluded those two important
points of policy in their programme. He
had no other reason to oppose them. He
must say, he thoughit there was a slight shade
of insincerity in one portion of that pro-
gramme. He referred to the absence of any
expressed intention to abelish the two-thirds
clause, as it was clear that unless that clause
“were done away with no additional represen-
tation was likely to be effeeted.  He looked
upon the absence of any mention of the two-
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thirds clause as nothing more or less than a
denial on the part of the Government of any
intention to bring about a re-distribution of
seats. He had no doubt they had made up
their minds, and that they did not intend to
alter the electorates of the colony. He was
in principle opposed to the presence of that
clause in the Constitution Act. He also
objected to the small number of members in
that House ; but it was clear that no alteration
could be made without the desired change.
To come to the question of railways, as it
had been mentioned in the amendments moved
by the honorable member for Eastern Downs,
he fully intended to give his support to the
gencral principle of railways of a cheap
character, where they could be constructed
without the expenditure of large sums of the
public money. Personally, he did not see his
way clear to the successful establishment of
such a system at present. He himself could
not see it ; when he did, he should be prepared
to support it, if the details of the scheme
should, in his opinion, be applicable to the cir-
cumstances of the colony. He believed there
were honorable members on that side of the
House who were prepared with a scheme
suitable to the views they entertained, and to
produce it when the proper time came. Bub
that scheme he had not seen, nor did he know
what it was intended to bring about. He
therefore wished it to be clearly understood,
that until he knew the particulars of that
scheme he should not give it his unqualified
support. As he had stated at the commence-
ment of his remarks, he should not have
spoken at all, if he had not Dbeen drawn out
by the honorable member for Ipswicl, as he
was in no way prepared toaddress the House
on such an important occasion, and he had
simply taken the opportunity of expressing
his opinions on the general question. He
would conclude by saying that he should
support the amendments.

Mr. Epmoxnpsrone said he believed thab
the inhabitants of this city, of which he had
the honor to be one of the representatives,
would expect that he should take some side
on the question before the House. Now, he
was decidedly of opinion that the policy of
the present Ministry was not a policy the
country would approve of; or that, having
such a policy, the Ministry would be able to
rule the country successfully. e, therefore,
must vote in favor of the amendment. In
the development of their policy, the Ministry
had told the House that railways might be
constructed, if arrangements could be made
with companies to undertake such works, and
be remunerated by receiving grants of land.
Ministers had also told the House that the
Brisbane and Ipswich Railway might come
in the same category. Now, that was what
he and those with whom he acted in respect
to the Brisbane and Ipswich Railway could
not stand. The people of Brisbane had been
laboring under serious disadvantages ever
sinee railways weve commenced. Of all that
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he had heard during the present debate, he
was most surprised by the eoxtraordinary
attack that was made on the honorable gentle-
man who moved the amendment—and that
by the honorable member for Ipswich. Now,
of all the mistakes the henorable member for
Eastern Downs, Mr. Macalister, ever com-
mitted, his greatest were in favoring Ipswich
1o the extent he did, when member for that
town. All his prineipal misdeeds were com-
mitted through a desire to benefit Ipswich.
‘When he was in the Ministry, while represent-
ing that coustituency, if they wanted £2,000
{for their roads—there was the money. Ifthey
wanted a loan of £3,000 for the improvement
of the streets of the town—there was the
money ; or if they wanted £3,000 to assist
them in connection with the School of Arts—
there was the money. The inhabitants of
Brisbane had far more to complain of on
account of the conduct of the honorable
member who now represented the Rastern
Downs, than the people of Ipswich had ; and
yet it was only by the honorable member
for Ipswich that he was attacked. Was the
railway, he would ask, commenced for the
benefit of Brishane? Noj; it was com-
menced for the purpose of favoring Ipswich.
The people of Brisbane were required to be
content with the means of communication by
river; bub, Ipswich was provided with a
railway to eumable them to bring the pro-
duce of the interior to their very doors.
Almost every act of the honorable gentle-
man, when he was member for Ipswich, was
directed to obtaining money for expenditure
on that town, or for the purpose of benefitting
it in some way or other. The party which he
{Mr. Edmondstone) belonged to at that time,
strenuously opposed the railway policy of the
Government of the day. They opposed it on
the ground that the cost of the railway would
be a burden the country could not support.
They endeavored to shew to the Lonorable
gentleman in every possible way that the
railway would be an enormous extravagance,
and that to borrow so large a sum of money
as would be required to construct it would
impose a burden upon the people they would
scarcely ever be able to get rid of. Such
had becn found to be the case; and it was
hanging like a millstone round their necks a$
the present time. But it was not one gentle-
man only, or the Ministry alone, that was to
biame, but the whole Parliament, for the
railway could not have been gone on with
unless the Parliament had sanctioned it.

The highest authority in the colony, and both !

Houses of Parliament, were alike responsible
for it. Then, why should the honorable gen-
tleman, who was then Minister for Works,
be entirely blamed for itnow ? It was wrong
to cast upon him the whole of the blame.
He was not sure that he would have spoken
on the present oceasion if the honorable
member who last addressed the House had
not adverted to the vote which he and others
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out. Now, the explanation he had to give
for his vote on that oceasion was similar to
the explanation that had been given by the
honorable member for the Northern Downs.
As that honorable member had stated, honor-
able members now on the Opposition side of
the House voted against the Ministry, not
for the purpose of casting blame upon the
henorable member for Fortitude Valley for
any of his acts, but because they bad not, at
the time, confidence in the Ministry as a body.
They all knew how the Land Act of 1868
was handled by the Minister for Lands in the
late Government. The session before the
last they were given to Dbelicve by the
Treasurer that they would have a surplus;
but instead of that, they had had a deficiency.
Of course, that might be the Treasurer’s
misfortune, and not his fault. It would be
useless for him to say that he would support
any Government that would not undertake

| to carry oub the extension of the railway

from Ipswich to Brisbane. The people of
Brisbane had for years trusted to that work
being commenced and carried out, and up
to the present time they had been disap-
pointed; but he hoped now to see it
commenced in a short time. He would be
exceedingly glad to see the railway carried
out by a company, somewhat on the principle
the tramway was to have been carried out.
The tramway company had not sufficient
powers given them to carry on the work they
undertook ; and if the Government had re-
scinded the Act, and passed another Act
giving greater powers to the company,
capitalists would have come forward with
the necessary means, and the work, which
would have been a most useful work, would
have been carried out. But everything was
done to make the project a failure, and it
was a failure. As to their extravagant rail-
way policy, as it had been described, it
probably did not emanate from the Minister
for Lands and Works; but possibly it
originated with a higher authority. How-
ever that might be, the Parliament passed
the Act for its construction, and now the
colony was burdened with a very heavy debt
indeed ; and unless by some extraordinary
way—7perhaps by increasing the debt so as to
complete the railways, and thereby obtain an
increased revenue {rom the portion that had
been already constructed, he did not sce
how they would be able to relieve them-
selves from the burdemn. The honorable
the Minister for Works, when referring to
railways, sald that any railway that mmght
be constructed, should go through Kast
Moreton for the benefit of the large agricul-
tural population settled in that district.
Well, was the railway he was now advocating
not to go through East Moreton ? Why, it
was to go through the very centre of Kast
Moreton. He had been all over East More-
ton, and he knew every portion of it. There
was uot a place scarvcely that he did not go

gave when the Lilley Government was thrown | to, in order to see where roads were required.
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Every time he asked for money for roads for
the district, while he represented the con-
stituency, he received promises which in
some instances only were fulfllled. Yet
now it was put forward, that any rail-
way works that might be constructed should
pass through a portion of the country
which had hitherto received but a small
amount for the formation and mainten-
ance of common roads. The railway now
asked for would greatly benefit the farmers
in the district of East Moreton through
which it would pass; and the agriculturists
settled in the other portions of the distriet,
would be satisficd to receive a portion of the
£50,000 it was proposed to raise by loan, for
the formation of ordinary roads where they
were required, and the vepair of those that
were in an almost impassable condition. He
would not, however, consent to the expendi-
ture of the money Dbeing entrusted to the
honorable the Minister for Works. For the
expenditure of such moneys, they ought to
have road boards-established throughout the
several districts of the colony. He was not
a little astonished to find, that on the railway
question, the Minister for Works and the
Treasurer contradicted each other. The
latter honorable gentleman said that if there
were a railway to Roma, sheep and wool
could be brought from the interior to the
head of navigation at much less expense
than at present ; and that the railway would
create a traflic for itself. Now, he fully
agreed with all that. But the honorable the
Minister for Works said—* Why make a
railway to Roma through a country where
there was only a few sheep P—to a place that
was becoming depopulated more and more
every day, and which, in a very short time,
would be wholly deserted ?”

The SrcrETARY FOR PUBLIC WoORKS stated
that what he said was, that, so far as his
opinion went, the country through which
such a line would pass was almost a wilder-
ness; and he asked them—why make a
railway for squatters P—adding, that if a
company could be got to do it on certain
terms, all good and well,—and he could have
no objection to that.

Mr. EpmoxpsTont: Well, he would accept
the correction; but, nevertheless, what the
honorable gentleman said was exactly the op-
posite of what was stated by the Treasurcer. It
was advocated by the latter honoralle gentle-
man that the railway should be made to Roma,
paying for it by grants of land. Now, that
was exactly the way in which it was generally
desired that railways should be made ; but if
the question should be referred to a select
committee, as it had been suggested it should
be, never anything more would be heard of
it, till it was made the subject of a fresh dis-
cussion in the House. He certainlyhoped that
a sufficient sum would be put in any Loan Bill
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that had been suggested, would, he hoped,
be carried cut by companies, and paid for by
graits of land; 1if companies could be found
that would enter upon such undertakings.
The question of immigration had been so far
settled, and he trusted it would be allowed
to remain where it was, and that the system
now in operation would be allowed to have a
fair trial. He hoped that, whoever might be
in power, the question of additional repre-
sentation would not be lost sight of; for
until there was increased representation, the
colony was not likely to progress very
rapidly. To get rid of the two-thirds clause
might occasion some difficulty, but-he thought
the question of its repeal should be agitated
until its repeal was obtained. That clause in
the constitution had operated most mis-
chievously from the beginning, and he hoped
that every exertion would be made to have it
done away with. In 1864 it was promised
that an amendment of the Act would bo
made, and a census was taken, in order to
provide a basis for the re-arrangement of dis-
triets ; but, in lien of such re arrangement of
districts, they got an Additional Members
Bill, and the consequence was that they were
now in the same unprogressive state, as re-
garded parties in the House, that they were
in at the beginning. Now, what was wanted,
was, that, for distriets where population had
increased, the representation should be in-
creased; and that, where population had
decreased, the representation should be
diminished. What he advocated was the
continuation of immigration, an alteration in
the representative system of the colony, the
construction of railways; and he might add
that lie would like to see the matter of pro--
teetion introduced for experiment only. They
had seenitinoperationtosome extentunderthe
ad valovem duties, which had had the effect
of raising up a few new industries, such, for
example, as the establishment of salt works
and tanneries. He thought they might
follow the example of the colony of Victoria,
where a great many new industries had
sprung up since the adoption of a protective
policy ; and he had no doubt that, if they did
s0, the colony would be greatly benefitted.
Dr. Bexsox said that, as a northern mem-
ber, and as a new member, he had waited
till about the last—till he had heard the
speeches of most other honorable members—
in order to be guided in some degree by
them in coming to a determination as to
how he should vote on the present occasion.
(Laughter.) The members of the Ministry
laughed at him for saying so; but he
had now {o tell them that he had made
up his mind to oppose the present Govern-
ment. Sinece he had been in the colony,
he had come to the determination not to
cupport a Ministry wholly composed of
gentlemen representing one interest. Now,
he saw on the Ministerial benches gentle-
men, all of whom were engaged in the
same pursuits ; and he did not consider,
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therefore, that, naturally, they could legislate
for the general interests of the colony. When
he looked at the Opposition side of the House
he saw gentlemen there who were engaged
m every pursuit, and representing personally
almost every calling in the colony. He
saw‘there merchants, squatters, barristers,
medical men, and other professional
men ; and they were men who were
prepared to bring forward such a policy
as the colony had never yet scen. When
he addressed the electors of Clermont, le
said he believed that a new era was about to
dawn upon the colony; and since he entered
the House he had been confirmed in that
opinion. He came to that House as the
representative of working men, and he was
proud to have the honor of holding a seat in
the House as such. He was, he believed,
the first to secure the return of a member
to represent the working class in the
House ; and now he had himself been re-
turned by the same class of men. At home
the working-classes were beginning to be
fairly represented; and it was the Tories
they had to thank for it. He did not mean
to say anything agains$ the free-traders of
Great Dritain; but he feared the working
classes must never expect to derive any
benefit from them. Before speaking seriously
on any subject, he wished to eall attention
to the remarks that were made by the hLon-
orable member for West Moreton, with re-
spect to the way honorable members voted
on the motion as to the right of Mr. Sande-
man to continue to hold the seat for the
Leichhardt. Now, he had to say that he
voted conscientiously on that occasion, and
he believed that every other honorable mem-
ber, also, did. He spoke conscientiously,
and he hoped it would be found that he
always did so. Now, he felt it to be his
duty to oppose the present Ministry, and
he always would oppose them, though he
should always like to see the class they
belonged to fairly represented in the House.
He was happy to be able to say that some
of the best friends he had in the colony
belonged to the squatting eclass—friends
personally and politically. He was glad to
know that some belonging to that class were
waking up to a sense of what was necessary
for the general interests of the colony.
He did not mean to say that the position
the squatters had hitherto occupied in
the House was not one they were bound
to take in consideration of their own in-
terests. It was only natural that they,
being tenants of the Crown, should desire to

come into the House, so as to be in a position |

to maintain their own interests. Now, he
must say that he thought that the leasing of
the Crown lands was the worst thing that
ever could have happened to the colony ; for
it had had the effect, most undoubtedly, of
retarding the progress not only of Queensland
but of every other colony in Australia. 1le
had no hesitation in saying that it had been
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the curse of Queensland ; and until the lands
were thrown open to free selection, there
would never be a really prosperous community
settled in the colony. He did not mean to
say that the lands should at once be taken
from those who held them from the Crown
on lease. That was a course that must be
pursued gradually. The leasing system, as
he had alrcady said, was a wrong system from
the beginning, but the Crown lessees could not
be turned out at once, for they had private
rights, which must be respected. The change,
however, must be gradually brought about.
The leasing system would always be an
incubus on the country; and he believed
that every squatter would yet see that 1t
would be for his own interest, as well as for
the interest of the colony at large, that he
should gradually relax his hold upon the
lands. He had a local matter to refer to in
the next place, and that was the case of the
Clermont Hospital. A few days ago he
applied at the Colonial Secretary’s Oflice for
the money that was due, by vote of Parlia-
ment, for the hospital, since the commence-
ment of the present year. Well, the Under-
Colonial Secretary informed him that the
money had not been forwarded because the
hospital committee had not complied with the
terms of the vote by making direct applica-
tion. Now, the money used to be transmitted
quarterly until within the last nine months of
1869 ; but nothing at all had been reccived
during the present year. Ie was told that
the seeretary to the hospital would have to
write down for it; but that it could not be
got yet, because there was no money. Well,
after his receiving such an answer, honorable
members could fancy what was his astonish-
ment to find that last week £600 was sent up
to the Ipswich Hospital—but that, he sup-
posed, might be accounted for by the fact that
the only six members the Ministry had to
support them, were the members for Ipswich
and West Moreton. That was whut he had
beard, but he could not prove that it was
correct. However, as regarded the Clermont
Hospital, he could assure the House that no
portion of the vote was fortheoming as yet.
The interests of the Clermont constituency
bad always been neglected, as long as the
present Ministry had been in power; and
while the member for Clermont sat on the
Opposition side of the House. The next
question he would refer to was, the question
of Separation. In taking up that question,
he did so voluntarily; it was not foreed
upon him, but he brought it before his con-
stituents voluntarily ; and he did so, because
it seemed to him that the people were very
lukewarm on the subject. e took it up, and
he shewed the constitueney that there was not
likely to be any justice done to the north
until there was separation; but he was not
required to pledge himself upon the matter.
However, Liec would continuc to hold the
same views upon the subject of separation,
as he enunciated to Lis counstituency, and to
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maintain the necessity for separation until
he saw a marked change on the part of
the Gfovernment in its treatment of the claims
of the north. ¥e had, he believed, induced
honorable members on the Opposition side of
the House to take an intevest in the question
of separation; and on that account he would
oppose the present Ministry. Not one word
had been said by the members of the Govern-
ment on the subject of separation; and the
honorable the Colonial Secretary knew that,
with his present supporters, he was not in a
position to deal with the question. Now, he
could shew why the honorable member was
diffident to go into the matter. The honorable
member for Maryborough, at present Minister
for Works, said, on the 5th of May last year,
as would be found in “ Hansard,” column
one, page 37—

“ He did not mean to say that those honorable

members wore traitors ab heart who advoeated
separation; but such advoeacy was traitorous to the
well-being and future prosperity of Queensland,
nevertheless.”
Now, how far, he would ask, was the question
of separation likely to be supported by an
honorable member who would speak in that
way ¥ Then the honorable member, on the
same occasion, continued to say—

“ He could not help remarking that, when allu-
sion was made to separation by the honorable
member for the Kennedy, the honorable the Colo-
nial Treasurer was the first to cheer thie observa-
tion. Now, he believed it wus part of the policy
of Brisbane gentlemen to promote separation.”

Well, he was glad to find that the members
for Drishane did take an interest in the ques-
tion of separation ;- and if by their action
financial separation were obtained — such
financial separation as was desired — then
the north would got npearly all that was
wanted. Now, because of the interest taken
by the Opposition in the matter of separation,
Le would support them. Then, again, the
present honorable Colonial Treasurer said,
on the subject of separation, on the 7th July
last year, as reported in * Hansard,” column
one, page 4dd—

“ He did not agree with the honorable member
at the head of the Grovernment about separation ;
{or, he thought, prematurc separation would be
a very great evil : he could sce an enormous in-
crease of expenditure, the multiplication of custom
houses on the coast and on the border, and an
interference with trade which they must bring with
them. Queens=land must lose a great deal in posi-
tion by division: if cut up into small colonies, we
could not carry the same weight, at home, or in
relation to the other colonies, as now ; nor occupy
the imiportant position which it was hoped Querns-
land was shortly to hold amongst the Australian
colonies.  If this applicd now—1if it applied to the
South, it would apply with much more foree to
the North, The expenditure of the South would
not be very muel increased, thoueh the revenue
would be scmewhat diminished, by separation ;
but the expenditure of the North would be
seriously nercased if it were erceted into a new
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colony, and the people should consider whether
that expenditure was such as they could bear.”

Then, again, at the foot of the second column
of the same page, the honorable gentleman
was reported as having said—

¢ Ife could not, herepeated, see that the North
had been so much injured. There were many
places in the South that were not more benefitted
by the railway than Rockhampton.”

Now, he would like to call the attention of
the honorable member for Rockhampton to
those statements; and he would ask Lum how
he could support a Ministry that was opposed
to the construction of railways in the north,
and to separation. The honorable member
for Rockhampton told his constituents that
he weuld not pledge himself to separation ;
and he acted in a most honorable manner in
saying that he would not come to the House
as the delegate of any committee, but would
take his seat as an independent member,
representing the constitueney of Rockhamp-
ton. Now, he hoped the honorable member
would vote with the Opposition on the ques-
tion beforethe House. The present Ministry,
he maintained, had no right to expect the
votes of the northern members on the present
occasion. Iixcept the honorable the Colonial
Secretary—hebeing atthe headof the Govern-
ment—there was not a northern member who
ought to vote with the present Ministry. He
knew it would be a great inconvenience to
northern members to have to go before their
constituencies again so soon after their having
been returned ; but he was not afraid at all to
meet the constituency of Clermont again.
Notwithstanding all the powerful influence
that might be brought to bear against him, he
could carry the election at any time, so long
as he pursued a consistent course, and advo-
cated the interests of his constituents. It
would not be in the power of the unchanged
and unchangeable fourteen electors for Beau-
fort to turn him out. They always voted the
sume way; and so assured was he as to the
way they would vote at the last election, that
he did not go to the trouble of sending a
scrutineer to Beaufort. e must certainly
give the honorable the Colonial Secretary
credit for the way in which he brought his
men so well up to the serateh.  He now came
to the question of additional representation.
He was fully convinced that additional repre-
seniation was absolutely necessary. It was
glaringly evident that an increase of members
was required, by the fact that the three mem-
bers for Ipswich, and the three members for
West Moreton were the only supporters of
the present Ministry. The whole of the
main strength of the Ministry depended upon
one town in the colony. That was the posi-
tion of the Ministry that would go back to the
country and test the opinions of the consti-
tuencies. Jvery honorable member who had
come from the north had expressed his oppo-
sition to the present Ministry; though it was
a northern member who was at the head of
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the Government. The honorable member for
the Mitchell, who the other evening took his
seat in the House, signally defeated the
present Attorney-Greneral at the election;
and therefore, under all these circumstances,
he considered it was a farce for the present
Ministry to speak of a dissolution. However,
if His Xxcellency the Governor granted a
dissolution, he (Dr. Benson), was quite
ready and willing to meet his constituents.
He trusted that when the Additional Mem-
bers Bill was before the House, if the present
Ministry stood, that they would take some
measures to put out their friends. It was
too bad that the town which was only the
third in size in the colony should send in
three members, and Roclkhampton, the second
town, should send in only one member, to
the Assembly. He hoped that the Govern-
ment were sincere in their wish o carry that
Bill. He thought, he had a right to have a
doubt about this subject, because the honor-
able the Colonial Secretary’s views in July,
1870, were very different from those he
expressed in August, 1869. The honorable
gentleman said, on Tuesday evening, that the
last subject of which he would speak was
additional representation ; and he would say,
he believed the House, as at present, was too
small. If there were no other reasons for
enlarging the number of members—and there
were many which he would not detain the
House by entering into—one reason was that
in a House of thirty-two members they were
too apt to get divided into cliques and partics,
and to disregard the main guestion—the
welfare of the colony—Dby frequently running
into what would suit partics for the time
being. He would bring in and support a
Bill to largely increase the representation of
the eolony. Now, to compare that with the
former statement, made a very short time
ago. On turning to page 704 of ¢ Hansard,”
for 1869, that honorable gentloman said—
“If the Ministry were so earnest about passing
an Additional Members Bill or a Re-distribution
Bill, their first step should be to try their power
in the House, by bringing in a Bill to repeal the
two-thirds clause ; that was their simple duty,
and they had the example of the New South
Wales Parliament before them.”
Nothing could be more patent. Was it not
evident as anything could possibly be, that
the promise of an Additional Members Bill
was a perfect sham—a perfect favce? The
Colonial Secretary’s views could not have
changed so much ; and the honorable gentle-
man was as perfectly aware, to-night, that it
was impossible to carry that Bill, without the
repeal of the two-thirds clause, as he was a
year ago. With regard to the amendments,
his (Dr. Benson’s) views coincided, perhaps,
somewhat with those of the Opposition;
because he believed that, in a colony like this,
without any industries opened up as yet,
it was a matter of importance for labor to
get employment. The lands were locked up ;
there were no manufactures; there was only
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one thing a laborer could do, and that was
to go shepherding. Until the colony could
offer other inducements to labor to come
hither—without the land was opened up and
railways extended—it was nonsense to talk
about immigration. As soon as ever rail-
ways were to be started, there was, first,
the employment for labor; and, second,
when the railways were formed, there was
the land alongside to be settled and culti-
vated; and, again, there was the certain
communication with a market for the pro-
duce of the land. This was too poor a colony
to go into the subject in the extensive way
that America had done; still, until a move
was made in the right direction—until the
surplus population of England, and Europe
at large, was shewn that the Government
were in earrest in the work of national ad-
vancement—it was, he repeated, nonsense
to expect people to come. What was the
view which honorable members who occupied
the Treasury benches took ? They did not
require white labor, but Coolies, here. There
was avast difference between settling a white
and a black population in this colony. The
Minister for Lands asserted that the country
was being settled ; and, further, that the
richer the rich man, the richer the poor.
Now, he (Dr. Benson) said that the country
was not being settled, but that the popula-
tion was going out of it. Though there were
agricultural farms in larger number than
before, the populations of the fowns were
not increasing; the plantations that were
taken up employed but a few white men
and a large number of blacks. A white
population would no meore attempt to com-
rete with black people, here, than in Eng-
}and. What would be said if Kanakas went
to England to compete with white labor?
There would be a revolution, at once. But
the difference of opinion on the settlement
of the country arose from the different views
that lonorable gentlemen in the Ministry
took of white labor. There was one element
that the Minister for Lands should remem-
ber, and that he lost sight of in his argu-
ment—that was, the market for produce.
So long as there was a market for manu-
factures and produce, capital and labor
regulated each other; but immediately the
market fell off, the relations between capital
and labor were altered. If Great DBritain
could manufacture more than the world
could consume, immediately the rclations of
capital and labor would be altered. And,
when capitalists competed with each other,
where profits that were large became less,
then the labor price came down. When the
returns on capital came down to the lowest
interest, it would not be expended in the
country ; but another market was sought
for it in the world. England was in that

_position at the present time; for foreign

nations were manufacturing for themselves,
and there was such a glut of money in Eng-
land, now, as might never arise again, Manu-
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factures were overdone. England was taking
no steps to populate this colony. The market
was glutted with money, interest was low,
and capitalists were seeking for various outlets
for investment. Now was the time for this
colony to go and borrow money, to get it at
low interest, and to make Queensland pro-
gross, and attractive for immigrants. Honor-
able members were all perfectly well aware
of the minerals which abounded, of the rich
pastoral lands, of the rich plantation lands:
they could make a profit of fifty per cent.
out of England’s money. If he were a
speeulator, and he could get five millions of
money, which could be got in England, he
would be able to make a very good thing,
indeed, of it in this colony. 'The honorable
the Colonial Secretary said, regarding immi-
gration, the German portion of which this
year wonld cost £18,000, that the Govern-
ment would require a very large sum to
carry out the schemes previously formed.
If the Agent-General’s views were carried
into operation, the total amounts required
would be between £45,000 and £50,000.
‘Whether that money would ever be repaid to
the colony, as was hoped by the promoters of
the Immigration Act, was a question of time ;
in the meantime, however, if the Act was
to be carried out, the money was wanted.
It was manifest from the foregoing that the
honorable gentleman’s views were not very
hopeful on the subject of immigration. As
Le seemed willing, Lhowever, to carry out the
provisions of the Act, honorable members
must not complain. To relieve his despond-
ency, he (Dr. Benson) might just give him a
fow facts from “ The Statesman’s Year Book
for 1870,” coneerning American immigration :
—In 1856 there were about 142,000 immi-
grants landed at the port of New York. It
was found upon inquiry—that was, the ques-
tion was asked of each immigrant as to the
amount of capital in his possession—that the
average amount of money possessed by each
on landing was sixty-eight dollars. And, it
was shown afterwards, that many actually
possessed more, having concealed the amount ;
and that their average of capital was 150 dol-
lars, taking into consideration tools, clothes,
&e. Bo that the immigrants actually pos-
scssed more capital than the people of the
country ; collectively they were vicher. And,
that was unassisted immigration. If immi-
gration were directed to this country, it
would be found that capital would be brought
into the country in like manner; it would
not have to be borrowed for immigration.
It had been calenlated that the Grermans alone
brought into the United States, 11,000,000
of dollars a year, and that from 1847 to
1859, the amount was 5,000,000,000 of dol-
lars. And if 300,000 immigrants arrived
annually, they would bring into the country
a capital of 882,000,000 of dollars. Novw,
those facts spoke for themselves, and they
conld not be got over. He referred to
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the  Statesman’s Year Book,” because it
was an unquestionable authority. Now, if
such people were to come out here, they
must be able to find something to do; or,
they must not be expscted to come. TIf
would not do for them to come up from
Moreton Bay to walk about the streets with
their hands in their pockets. Preparations
must be made for them by special agents.
It was an established fact, that in the State
of New York, as-soon as the immigrants
arrived, they were taken charge of. The
poorest class of immigrants were not allowed
to remain in the city ; they were forwarded
to the interior. No doubt the honorable the
Colonial Secretary would say that was an
interference with the liberty of the subject.
With regard to local self-government, there
was a great deal to be said. He (Dr. Benson),
as a northern member, was afraid to say
much to-night; but as the House had been
informed that the country was on the eve of
a change, he must first look to his own
interests ; and secondly, he must let his con-
stituents know that his views were in accor-
dance with theirinterests. If he were a little
tedious, he hoped the House would bear with
him. He agreed with Burke’s view, who
said, Parliament was not a congress of
ambassadors from different and hostile inter-
ests, which interests each must maintain as
an agent and advocate against other agents
and advocates; but Parliament was an
assembly of one nation, with one interest,
where, not local purposes, not local prejudices,
ought to guide, but the universal good, resuls-
ing from the general reason of the whole.
He asked, if the Parliament of Queensland
ever could be such a Parliament, as long as
honorable members came down from Clermont
and other places, and, if they wanted a little
bit of an hospital granted, must go begging
to the gentlemen on the Treasury benches P
So long as the House was constituted as it
was, 50 long as it usurped munieipal functions,
so long honorable members could not hope
to be as of one nation, with one interest for
the universal good, without local prejudices
and different interests. At the present day,
the couneil in Prussia, the deputiesin France,
were engaged in econsidering the subject of
decentralization ; it was one that was being
considered, now, in Italy, in Spain, in Austria,
and all through the continent of Europe; if
had received attention in America long ago,
and was carried out to its full extent in
the United States. When old continental
countries were adopting local self-government,
when it was put forward as the only system
under which liberty could exist, and when it
was taken up by the continental journalswhich
warmly insisted upon municipal rights for
the provinces, it was time for QQueenslanders
to see about adopting some such enlightened
system, noftwithstanding that there were
difficulties in the way with the population so
scattered throughout the eountry—something
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suited to the wants of the colony. The
Minister for Public Works said only last
year, that

“IIe was never yebt able to see how provineial
councils, or any other system of local government,
in this curiously-peopled country, could be carried
out.”

Well, of course, it was one of the honorable
gentleman’s usual erratic ideas —

“1If all were alike—if the people followed the
same occupations—if the distriets were all the
same size, and had the same number of popn-
Iation—some scheme might be adopted that might
be applicable to all; butwith the varied interests
that existed, he could not give his adhesion at all
to what was called local self-government.”

As a northern man, he (Dr. Benson) said he
Iiad nothing to expect from the Ministerial
side of the House on local self-government :
and, consequently, lie would vote with the
Opposition. Now, with regard to the fiseal
pohey of the country :—The Right Honorable
James Wilson said—

“ Hinance is not mere arithmetic—{finance is a
great policy and lics at the bottom, at the root of
the government of every country. Without sound
finance, no sound- government is possible.  'With-
out sound government, no sound finance is
possible. In the commerecial and fiscal policy of
a nation lie the foundation, the happiness, the
prosperity, and the welfare, not only of the work-
g classes, but of capitalists also.”

Now, although the Colonial Treasurer had
not brought any policy before the House, at
all, yet it would have been well for him, if
he wished to command any votes on the
Opposition side of the House, to have
adopted some policy—he should have fore-
shadowed if, in some degree ; he might have
told the House in a straightforward manner
whether he was going to protect loeal
industries, or whether he intended to adopt
the system of free-trade, or the system of
protection, or a system between the two.
He had told the House nothing whatever
about the subject. Consequently, it was
useless for him (Dr. Benson) to go into
the question at all, although he was prepared
to do so. He next came to the question of
railways. It was perfectly useless for him
to say much upon that subject, because so
much had been said already. The House
were well aware that the colony was sadly in
want of a system of railways, and that no
country in the world required them so much
es Australia did ;—the facts of lhaving no
navigable rivers, and of communication with
the interior being so frequently interrupted
i the rainy season, and of the difficalty of
constructing good roads, rendered it neces-
sary that some system of cheap railways
should be adopted at once. He maintained
that some good system of communication
between the interior and the sealboard eould
be carried out cheaper than by ordinary
roads. When he said ordinary roads, he
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meant roads that, once formed and metalled,
would carry traffic from year’s end to year's
end, with attention to repairs. DBut if the
House went into that system, it would be
more expensive than a system of cheap rail-
ways. e knew something sbout them,
beeause he had practical experience of them,
and he was perfectly well aware, from the
estimates he had made on the subject, that a
good system of railways for this colony could
be made for £2,000 a mile. There was no
doubt about that ; and, if the colony adopted
the American system of laying and working
new lines of railway, there would be no diffi-
¢nlty in making them for less. There was an
absurd idea that it was necessary to complete
the lines before allowing them to be worked.
He had been on the Grand Western Rail-
way and the Grand Trusk Railway of
Canada, and he had seen portions of the
lines for months — some of them for a
year—totally unballasted. The major part
of the roads in that country were not
ballasted, not a particle of masonry put
in the tunnels, trestle-work ecarried over the
rivers, the earthworks dumped in from the
cuitings : the rails were laid, and traflic went
on some time before the line was finished.
By adopting such a cheap system, with cheap
way-side stations, the conduetors travelling
on the trains instead of having station-
masters, it would be found that such lines as
he spoke of ecould be constructed for less
than £2,000 a mile. With reference to some
of the views of the Government, there was
something contradictory ; and it would be a
matter of importance for the House to be
able to belicve in their sincerity. In the
seventh paragraph of the Speech, he read—
“You will be asked to cmpower the Govern-
ment to contract with private individuals, or
companies, for the construction of cheup lines of
railway in the interior, and to pay for same by
grants of lands, along the lines to be constructed.”
Now, he found that the honorable the
Colonial Seerctary’s idea was, to shelve the
question altogether, for that honorable gentle-
man had said that, as to railways, there was
such a diversity of opinion, that the Govern-
ment saw nothing for it, if’ they remained in
power, but to ask for a Committee of the
House, who would go thoroughly into the
whole question of cheap railways. The
improvements which of late years had been
made at home rendered it very mnecessary
that the greatest care should be taken before
committing the country to a great amount of
expense. He believed that it would be
desirable that the Government should enter
into agreements for the consiruction of rail-
ways into the interior, or he would even go
so {ar as to say from Ipswich to Brisbane, if
grants of land would be taken in return.
The hionorable the Secretary for Works had,
however, with his usual tact, made a elean
breast of the whole matter, and said railways
had been a curse to the whole colony ; that
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£3,000,000 had been spent on 131 miles of ]
line, the cost being something like £14,000
a mile. Now, this was from a letter sent by
the honorable gentleman to his constitu-
ents :—

“My constituents will remember how strenu-
ously I opposed the infliction upon the country
of that gross job—the Warwick Railway. It
began in crime, for the first £100,000 allotted to
it was unvoted for that purpose, and misappro-
priated from anothor; and it was continued as
unconstitutionally, for two resolutions were
passed in the Assembly, the first moved by my-
sclf, and the second by Mr. Raff, that the work
should cease. I remind, or wish to remind, you all
of these facts, becanse the doubs can no longer be
entertained of the tremendous loss which that
line will annually entail upon the country, and
because the same infatuation in many minds
exists, and the same local desires are still at work,
on the subject of railway extension, which, if
acceded to, must end in further indcbtedness and
increased taxation. I am far within the mark
when T say, that every mile of railway we possess
entails an annual loss, that kas to be met from the
general revenue, of £500 annually ; and T con-
scientiously declare that I can see no possibility,
cither by extensions of the lines, or the utmost
economy in working them, of mitigating this
frightful and, I fear, permanent load upon the
general community.”

The patriotic manner in which the honorable
gentleman proposed to shift the burden from
the unfortunate country to the shoulders of
the capitalists willing to rush on to ruin with
their eyes open, and generously forewarned,
was certainly edifying. Such a manly,
straightforward course was not often adopted
by the degenerate statesmen of the present
age. The honorable gentleman said, when he
addressed the House,that the Governmenthad
been charged with being insincere; that such
was not the case. If they could get eapitalists
to undertake the railway across the country,
the matter would be carried out, and he be-
lieved—notwithstanding all he said before—
it would be a great benefit to the colony.
But those railways took up the funds which
ought to be speut on the roads. Farmers
had come to him with tears in their eyes,
telling him of the way they were being ruined.
‘With regard to the honorable gentleman’s
sincerity, he (Dr. Benson) was sure nobody
could be in doubt as to how much chance
there was of getting railways extended under
any system, by the honorable member at the
liead of the Works department: he would
leave the House to imagine it. Now, he
came to the honorable the Colonial Treasurer’s
statement. When addressing his constituents
on his recent re-election, the Treasurer said—

¢ It was said by some of the Brisbane papers that
the Government boat would be sure to founder on
the rock of railway extension; but he could assure
them, nevertheless, the present Ministry would
pursue the course they had laid down on accept-
ing the responsibilities of office. His own views
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he could not lose sight of the fact that there were
two very serious obstacles to its immediate execu-
tion—the one political, and the other financial.
In the present condition of the House, it would
be impossible to carry the Brisbane railway, with-
out conceding a corresponding extension of the
Northern line; and if they consented to undertake
the whole of these unfruitful and expensive works,
they would accumulate a debt that they would
never, perhaps, be ablo to cast off.”
He (Dr. Benson) could take that for what it
was worth—assertion. So far as the northern
line was concerned, he would prove very con-
clasively that there was not a line i the
world which, if it were carried out properly,
would pay better. The honorable gentlemen
who sat on the Treasury benches did not
seem to know anything about the interior;
they did not seem to have. any idea about
Clermont or the surrounding distriet. He
was quite sure, though, that if they had taken
the matter into consideration at all, the House
and the country would have heard more
about the railway. The following wasa letter
which he had received from the Secretary of
the Peak Downs Copper Mining Company :
“ Peak Downs Copper Mining Company,
« Syduney, 28th June, 1870,

“ 8ir—I have much pleasure in acknowledging
receipt of your letter of the 16th instant, and in
furnishing you with the infornation which you
require, relative to the amount of carriage paid
yearly by the Peak Downs Mining Company.

“ At the present time the company produces
yearly 1,300 tons of copper, which are conveyed
to port at the rate of £10 10s. per ton £18,650

“ We import tools, materials, and ma-
chinery, to the extent of about 800
tons annually, which have to be carried
from the coast to the mine at the same
rate

3,150

“ The yearly expenditure for carriage

is now ... £16,800

“ As soon as the furnaces, now in
course of ercction, are completed, the
annual production of copper will be
2,000 tons, the carriage of which will
cost -
“ Add materials, tools, and machin-
ery, 400 tons

£21,000

4,200

“ The cost of carriage will be... 25,200

“The company gives permanent employment
to 400 or 500 men, for whom supplics have to be
brought from the coast by the storekeepers. The
traffic from that source alone may be taken as
equal to about 1,000 toms of assorted merchan-
dise, which costs for carriage £10,500.

“You are aware that, owing to the nature of
the soil, and to the absence of formed roads, car-
riers can {ravel only in fine weather, and that, in
wet seasons, the communication by ordinary drays
has often been interrupted for several months.
We had an instance of this lately, although the
mining and smelting operations of the company
were carried on as usual.

“ During the last half-year we have only ex-
ported 250 tons of copper against 1,000 tons
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shipped during the preceding six months, and T
may add that several drays, despatclied from the
mine in December last, had not reached Broad-
sound on the 12th of June.

¢ Bhould railway communication be extended
to the Pealt Downs district, the Peak Downs Cop-
per Mining Company would inunediately extend
its operations and find employment at once for
more than 1,000 men.

“1 have been informed that during the last
two or three years several valuable copper mines
have been discovered in the Peak Downs district,
for which a working capital could not be raised in
consequence of the cost and of the uncertainty of
carriage.

“T have the honor to be, Sir,
“ Your very obedient servant,
“ D. N. JouBERT, Sec. P.D.C.M.C.
¢ J. R. Benson, Esq., M.P., Brisbane.”

He thought that was conclusive proof, with-
out saying one word more about the distriet
of Clermont, that aline, built at any ordinary
cost, built even at a cost of £5,000 a mile,
would pay, at the rate of fifteen per cent.,
at that caleulation. But, taking the earriage
of wool and of supplies for Clermont—which
was equally as large a place as Copperfield—
and for the quartz-reefers and gold-miners,
it would pay even if the line cost £5,000 a
mile. There were several other matters
that he should go into on the present oceasion ;
but he had, really, taken up so much time.
He thought he had stated very satisfactorily
his views. The réasons that he had given
were very satisfactory, indeed, as to the way
in which he was going to vote. There was
just one word he would say about the land
question, but he would not enter into it at
length, as he had tabled a motion with regard
to throwing open the land in the interior
districts : he should like to know, now, if
any member of the Ministry would support
him in that motion—if there was a single
man on the Ministerial side of the House
willing to do so. Were the Government
prepared to give a hundred or a thousand
square miles for settlement, around the
towns? It was said the land was no good,
and he had been told by the principal
squatters that it was fit for nothing ; but it
happened, last year, that an enterprising
Chinaman did get some land—nobody else
but a Chinaman could get it—and he put in
forty acres of maize, and he got forty bushels
to the acre of a crop! He was constrained,
occupying the position he held as a northern
member, to vote against the Ministry.

Mr. FerreTT expressed the pleasure he
felt as presenting himself to the House sup-
porting the Government he found in power.
He found in their policy, as he understood it
from the Opening Speech, that they were
inclined to do the colony justice, as much as
any Ministry he had ever known in power in
this colony. He could not see what the
arguments of the Opposition were grounded
on, unless that honorable members who sup-
ported the amendments wished to change
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sides with the occupants of the Treasury
benehes, and take the places of the Govern-
ment. Some years ago, when he was a
representative in the Assembly, he was sorry
to say he was a consenting party to the
salaries of Ministers being raised from £800
a year to £1,000; it was one of the greatest
mistakes he ever made. If that misfake had
not been made by him and others, he did not
think the party strife that the Housc now
witnessed would be seen. The best interests
of the country were overlooked while the
strife went on for place. IHe regretted the
personalities that had been indulged in by
honorable members—he hoped all were
honorable in the House, but they ought to
prove themselves so—which ought to be cen-
sured somehow. Referring to the second
paragraph in the Speech, he said that every-
one knew that a loan was necessary, as con-
tracts having been entered into must be paid
for; and he did not see how that was to be
done except in the way proposed. The
extraordinary manner in which the third
paragraph of the Speech had been commented
upoa was calculated te hinder the business
of the country, not to benefit it. He did not
profess to be a lawyer, but he took credit to
himself for having a liftle common sense ; and
lLie had lived years ecnough not to be talleed
down by the honerable lawyers on the Oppo-
sition side of the House. As to the latter
part of the third paragraph, it was quite
necessary that ¢ parliamentary authority”
should be obtained for the subjects named ;
else, where was the moncy required to come
from? He never would consent to public
money being spent without parliamentary
authority. The honorable member for Bur-
nett, Mr. Pring, was, he granted, a very able
lawyer ; but it was not consistent that in the
first case which came before the House he
should argue that they were bound by the
strict letter of the law—to turn an honorable
member out of his seat—and in the next
case, this very matter of spending monecy
without parliamentary authority, he should
argue against the law and Parliament, and
want to make his Government independent
of both. The honorable member for Forti-
tude Valley, late Premier, had put the sub-
jeet in a different light, spoke temper-
ately, and never so well; and he (M.
Ferrett) said it with pride, the honorable
member had improved much since he met
him in the Queensland Parliament before.
He considered it very necessary that the rail-
way charges should be fixed by Act of Parlia-
ment, so as not to make John Jones pay
one price and Tom Smith pay another,
for the same class of goods. It had been
reported to him, upon good authority, that
some persons werce charged twenty shillings
or thirty shillings per ton, while other persons
had to pay forty shillings for less distances,
and he thought it was guite time fo put a
stop to this sort of thing. He was not going
to say that this was done to favor any friends
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of the Minister for Works, but he thought
the matter was one which required looking
into. The next clause referred to a number
of measures which the Government proposed
to introduce, all of which, he believed, the
gentlemen who sat upon the Opposition
benches would admit required immediate
attention, and yet they denied the Govern-
ment an opportunity of bringing them
forward. They were Bills which 1t had been
agreed on all sides woere imperatively neces-
sary. The proposed Bill to secure the pay-
ment of wages, was rather different from the
Bill which had been brought in some time
before, because it was a general Bill, and he
approved of it on that account, as he was not
one of those who was in favor of class legis-
Iation; although he had been spoken of as
belonging to a class, he denied the charge.
His interests were not conncefed with one
class more than another, and he was only
anxious to promote the gencral welfare. The
next clause proposed the initiation of a system
of cheap railways to be constructed by com-
panies or private individuals, and to be paid
for by grants of land. He saw nothing wrong
in that. That was one of the subjects he had
spoken of to his constituents, and whother the
Government adopted the idea from anything
he had said he could not tell. In his published
address he had further stated that paying
for cheap railways by grants of land was
only coming back to the tramway scheme of
1860. He had had some little experience in
tramways some years before Separation, and
had been one of the first who wrote a letter
to Sir William Denison, the Governor of
New South Wales, on the subject.  The same
question had come up since Separation, and
he had gone into the first tramway sclieme in
this colony, and lost some money over it.
That tramway was the father of the Queens-
land railways, and there were honorable
members in that House who knew that if
that tramway had been carried out in its
integrity, on the principle it was first intended
to be worked, it would have saved the country
from the burden under which it now labored.
It would have answered for all purposes. The
country had been led to suppose that the
railways would only cost £4,000 a mile, but
the real cost had been something like £14,000 ;
and, therefore, now that it was attempted to
bring forward a scheme for making railways
at £2,000 per mile, it would not be mueh out
of the way to estimate the probable actual
cost at about £12,000; especially taking into
consideration that the item of purchased land,
which was an inconsiderable one in the exist-
ing lines, would be a serious item in the
proposed DBrisbane and Ipswich Railway. If
he understood it, the cheap railway scheme
shadowed forth by the Opposition, was a
very different one from that proposed by the
Government ; and, therefore, the Opposition
designated the latter a delusion. Surely
the country was justified in placing as
[e%
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much faith in the Government as in the
members of the Opposition. If he hadthought
the Government never intended to carry out
their scheme, he should never have made up
his mind to support them; but he believed
they did, and he believed their opponents
would find out their mistake if they sup-
posed the country would endorse the action
they had taken. Were the Ministry to be
condemned like criminals in a dock, without
a hearing? The £1,000 a-year was the great
attraction to the members of the Opposition—
that was at the bottom of it all; and if he
lived and continued a member of that House,
he would bring in a Bill to reduce the salarics
of Ministers, and then the time of the country
would not be wasted by such factious pro-
ceedings. What was the Opposition got up
for P—for pay ; that was his belief. Let the
Government have a fair trial, he said ; and if
thoy failed let them be kicked out, and he
would help to do it. He was sorry to sece
honorable members on the Opposition side of
the House, who, he believed, had made up
their minds to vote against the Ministry be-
fore they had cven rcad the Speech-—there
must be some reason for it. He did not like
to be personal, but he should be obliged to be
a little so. He should not be doing his duty
if he did not refer to a little matter which
had come under his notice. Why was a cor-
tain honorable member sitting on the Oppo-
sition benches P—because he said he could not
sit on the same side as the Premicr, after the
way that gentleman had treated him in refer-
ence to certain land selections. He referred to
the honorable member for Maranoa. Hewould
put the question to the Premier, and the reply
of that honorable gentleman might have
something to do with his vote.

Mr. Mirss denied having made use of any
such expression.

Mr. Fererrr: He only referred to the
matter in order to clicit from the Premicr an
cxplanation of his action with regard to these
selections. The late Premier, the honorabie
member for Fortitude Valley, was not in the
House, but he could not avoid stating that a
great outery had been made outside in conse-
quence of what he had done in ordering cer-
tain steamers. Now,who raised that cry ? He
should like to have heard that stated. If the
present Government raised it to get Mr. Lilley
turned out of office, he might have some
reason to complain ; otherwise he did not see
that the honorable member had anything at
all to complain of. With regard to the late
Premier, in the matter of education, he could
not quite endorse the action that gentleman
took. If the House was sitting at the time,
and he remitted the school feces without
making some provision for those who had
vested interests, he was wrong. It was plain
that a great injustice had been done to the
private schoolmasters, and they had every
right to claim compensation. He did not ob-

. jectito the principle of free education—he
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could even go further and say compulsory
education; but he did not like to see injustice
done to any one.

Mz, Lizzey : Perhaps the honorable mem-
ber will allow me to give him a little inform-
ation on the subject. During the whole time
I was in office, and for some time afterwards,
I had only one application from a private
schoolmaster to be embodied under the Board.

Mr. Frrrrrr: He was pleased to receive
that explanation, but it did not follow beeause
there had only been onc application, that
there were not other cases where those per-
sons were suffering. He knew of more than
one who had to seck fresh employment, but
they would not apply to the gentleman who
had taken the bread out of their mouths.
If the system had been initiated in a different
way, the private schoolmasters might have
had an opportunity of procuring situations
elsewhere; but, doneas it was, at & moment’s
notice, he maintained it had caused a good
deal of distress. But he hoped the honor-
able member for Fortitude Valley did not
- suppose that if the question of free education
had been brought before the House he would
not have voted for it. 'With regard to immi-
gration, the honorable member for South
Brisbane had spoken at great length on the
subject, but he (Mr. Ferrett) had been unable
to gather what was going to be done, except
that immigrants were not to come out unless
they paid their own passage, and that, he
thought, should be amended to a certain
extent. With reference to hospitals, it had
been remarked that the Ipswich hospital had
received a larger share of support than other
institutions of that kind. He was not aware
that such was the case. He thought it would
be found, in looking over the payments made
by the late Colonial Treasurer, and other
Treasurers, that the Brisbane hospital had
received a great deal more. Ile was not a
great advocate for out-door relief to hospitals,
because he believed that in many cases it
was abused. He came next to the ques-
tion of railways. Now, there was a great
authority upon railways—the honorable mem-
ber for Warrego. He had been much struck
by the way in which that honorable member
took up what had been termed the wild rail-
way scheme to the Gulf of Carpentaria, or
somewhere else in the interior, and with his
statement that the gentleman who first pro-
pounded the scheme was no less a person
than a gentleman named Grant. It appeared
that some one had said that gentleman was
mad. He should like to be told by the honor-
able member if he knew whether he was mad
or not. He (Mr. Ferrett) might be mad, but
he certainly could not accept that authority
for the scheme. That was the honorable
member’s great authority—a gentleman in
Victoria, whose name was Grant. Now, he
had been in other countries besides Queens-
land, and he was prepared to state that the
scheme in question had been laid before the
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House of Assembly in Sydney either thirteen
or fifteen years ago by Dr. Lang. Then,
about the great railway scheme between
Brisbane and Ipswich. Well, he should be
very pleased to see such a railway; but he
was not going to vote for that, or any other
railway, without knowing how it was to be
paid for, while there was such an enormous
debt hanging over the ecolony. He did not
ask the Government how they were going to
carry out their railway scheme, but he asked
the Opposition to show how they were going
to carry out their great scheme. The ques-
tion was, would the line from Ipswich to
Brisbane pay. He maintained that it ought
to be taken further. It should go to the
sea-board, and he believed the best place to
take it to would be Victoria Point. But, in
Lis opinion, the best planwould be to take it
from the terminus at Ipswich direct to Vic-
toria Point, with a branch from therc to
Brisbane, or from Ipswich to Brishane. It
was not, perhaps, so well known that the land
through which it would chiefly pass in East
Moreton was Government land fit for agricul-
ture, and there was a very good harbor at
Vietoria Point. Close to that point there was
also a small island, which could be reached by
constructing a small bridge ; and alongside
the island there were seven fathoms of water,
and in no place was there less than forty feet
of water. There were plenty of good sites
for wharves on the island, and plenty of good
land near it—in fact, he belicved, if the line
went that way, thesale of the land through
which it went would pay the whole cost
of making it, as well as the branch line to
Brisbane——

The Hon. C. LirLeY here called the atfen-
tion of Mr. Speaker to the interruptions
caused by strangers in the gallery.

The Srraxsr said he had spoken of it
once before. If the interruptions were re-
peated, he should cause the gallery to be
cleared, and its occupants would have no one
but themselves to blame.

Mr. Ferrurr resumed: If that railway
were carried out—and it would be carried
out, some day—it must be done in a very
different way to that in which the Southern
and Western Railway had been done. He
maintained that the money squandered and
lost upon that line would not have been so
badly spent if anyone but a lawyer had been
at the hiead of the Works Department at the
time. Iftheland alongside it had been put up
for sale at the proper time, there would now
have Dbeen settlers and producers upon it,
benefiting the country; but where were
they, and where was the money gone to that
was paid for making the line? The best
bone and sinew that ever came to this colony,
the railway laborers, would have remained
in the colony and scttled, if there had been
any inducement held out to them in the
shape of land. As soon as one section was
finished, or even before that, sales of land
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should have been proclaimed all along the
Iine, to meet the requirements of people who
came out here, many of them, with the ex-
press intention of settling in the country. He
did not say this for the purpose of censuring
the gentleman who was, abt the time, the head
of the Department, so much as for the purpose
of preventing a like crror in future. That
honorable member did, perhaps, as well as
he could; but, he repeated, a lawyer was
out of his place as Minister for Public
Works, Ie did not think there would have
been so much occasion for immigration—
which was now such a great cry—if these
railway laborers had been settled on the
Iands. He was sorry to hear such a remarle
made, by amember of the Opposition, as that
a sop had been given to the representatives
of Ipswich and West Moreton., It was an
attempt to slight those representatives which,
he thought, was quite uncalled for. He did
not wish to particularise, but, as one of the
members for West Moreton, he must defend
himself and his friends. He came into that
House as independent and untrammelled as
any honorable member ;—he came to repre-
sent the people who sent him there, and he
shounld do so, to the best of his ability. He
was proud to be their representative, and,
after reading the Speech, and listening to the
statements of the Ministry, and seeing the
liberal way in which they proposed to con-
struet the necessary roads to the interior, he
should give them his support, in spite of the
amendments brought forward by those who
were $0 anxious to take their places. There
were a great number of farmers in the
colony, who were perfectly shut out from any
market by the state of the roads around
them. If their wants had been attended to,
at an carlier date, by the previous Ministry,
he had no hesitation in saying that the
farming population would now be in a pros-
perous condition. He attributed the scanty
supply of many articles of produce in the
market entirely to the state of the roads:
there were large quantities of corn, and other
products, which were lying at the different
farms unsaleable, because there was no means
of getting it to market. If the railway
scheme he had suggested were carried out, it
would be quite necessary to lay down some
feeders from it, running for eight or ten miles
on either side—cheap wooden railways cost-
ing about two hundred pounds per mile, so as
to enable farmers to send their produce to
the different markets — Ipswich, Brisbane,
and Toowoomba, though, from what he knew,
he did not think there would be much sent
to Brisbane. In conclusion, he would simply
allude to the amendments. He certainly
saw nothing in them, except what seemed a
cateh in the last paragraph—it was, no doubt,
correctly termed a “ catch” for a northern
member; but he hoped that honorable mem-
ber had taken notes of what had been said in
the House during that and the two previous
nights, and would judge for himself as to

[7 Juwv.]

to Opening Speeck. 99

what was best for the interests of the colony.
The way in which the question of separation
was put into the Speech shewed very clearly
that the Opposition had no intention of
taking any action, themselves, in the matter.
For lus part, he was quite ready to go in for
1?epamtion, if the northern members asked
or it.

Dr. O’Dorrrry said that, after the eloquent
and rather lengthy oration they had just
heard from the honorable member for West
Morveton, he would oceupy the attention of
the House for but a short time. With that
native modesty for which his countrymen
were celebrated, he found himself coming in
at the fag-end of an important debate—a
debate which he considered was one of the
most important they had yet heard within the
walls of that House—a debate which he
hoped, and believed, would be fruitful in
results for the well-being of the colony—a
debate which had been distinguished by
unusual ability and moderation. There were
one or two points lie should wish to refer to,
which he thought had not been satisfactorily
dwelt upon, and which, he thought, were of
sufficient importance to be dwelt upon before
the debate came to a close. He did not think
he could add much to the lustre of the dcbate

! they had heard ; but, representing as he did

many important interests in that House, he
did not think he would be doing his duty if he
did not refer to those points he had as yet only
hinted at. The most interesting and import-
ant to which he would like to refer, was the
extraordinary change of opinions they had
heard, as evidenced in the speeches of many
of the leading representatives of the House;
and, moreover, not only the extraordinary
changes that had taken place in the opinions
of those honorable members, but the radical
and almost revolutionary changes that had
taken place in the views of the consti-
tuencies of the northern and western por-
tions of the territory, as shewn by the
speeches of the honorable members from those
districts with respect to what should be the
policy of the country. By no individual
member who, like himself, had never sat, and
who had never sought to sit within the
charmed ecircle of office, could those speeches
have been listened to, but with surprise.
He must confess to having experienced
a feeling of gratification in witnessing such
great changes as had taken place in so short
a time—a fecling of gratification that was
mingled with some surprise, that those
changes had taken place so suddenly. 1If he
had ever had the good fortune of being asso-
ciated with the upper ten who sat on the
Treasury benches, he might not have been so
much surprised. But he was surprised at
hearing so overwhelming a voice coming from
the Opposition side of the House, expressing
the views of the constituencies in the north,
the south, and the west, in favor of the adop- .
tion of a progressive policy, which he and
some other honorable members had had for
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several years been attempting to foree upon
successive Ministries. But if great satisfac-
tion were felt at seeing such a change in the
opinions of those holding leading positions in
the House, much greater must be the satis-
faction experienced at seeing the great
northern and western constituencies coming
forward to assist in the struggle which he and
other honorable members had for years
endeavored to carry on. It was only ten
months since that he himself, towards the
close of the last session but one, ventured to
make what was considered a last appeal,
and an earnest one to the late Ministry—an
appeal which was supported by petition after
petition from a great majority of the southern
and western portions of the colony—an
appeal, urging .on the Government to resume
those great public works which had been
commenced some years before, but the com-
pletion of which was subsequently suspended.
Those petitions, emanating from Brisbane,
‘West Moreton, Dalby, and remote districts
of the interior, all uniformly represented
that the extension of the railway was a work
that was urgently called for. They repre-
sented that it was a work that could be
carried out with satisfaction to the country ;
and maintained that it was a work that was
necessary to be carried out, in order to relieve
the inhabitants of the colony from some of
the difficulties that pressed upon them. At
the time he made the appeal, he urged the
petitions on the attention of the Government
of the day; and urged especially upon their
attention, the petitions from the more remote
districts of the territory—from the Maranoa
and the Warrego distriets ; and he did not
think he could do better than read a quota-
tion from the petition from the Warrego
district, as applicable to the present debate.
[ Vide “ Hansard,” vol. 9, column 1, page
489.]

The SecrETARY FOR PUBLIc WoRrks asked
if the petition was in *“ Hansard.”

Dr. O’DomEerry said he was reading from
“ Hansard.” He quoted only a portion
of the petition on the occasion he referred
to. The whole of it was not in ““Han-
sard.” The petition, as he stated on that
occasion, was signed by almost all the
occupiers of pastoral lands in the dis-
trict, and those who had not signed it
were, as he had been informed, in favor of it.
He regarded the petition as of great import-
ance at the time ; and the House, he thought,
also regarded it as of great importance.
Now he thought the petition, and the state-
ments contained in it, were of suflicient
importance to be brought again before the
House during the present debate, in con-
nection with the statements that had been
made by the honorable member for Clermont,
and also in connection with the extension
of the Western Railway. It had been stated
over and over again in the course of
the debate, that 1t was madness to ask that
the railways should be pressed forward on
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an extensive scale, and that on the ground
that they would not pay ; and that it would
not be advisable to go to the London market
at the present time, for a new loan for rail-
way extensions. Now, he thought it had
been proved, that the works could be entered
on without involving any risk in the matter
of raising a new loan in the London market ;
and he was glad to find that members had
been sent from the south and the west, who
were prepared to support the extension of
the railways. The honorable gentleman at
the head of the Government had appealed
to the House, in what had been described
as pathetic terms, to give the Govern-
ment a fair trial. Now, he wished to
place on record his opinions of the issue
that was now before the House. When
the Government asked for a trial of that
kind eighteen months ago or thereabouts,
the honorable gentleman, now at the head of
the Government, was a member of the
Mackenzie Ministry. That Ministry was
defeated by the late Ministry; and it was
defeated hecause the members of it consisted
of one class. That Ministry was appropri-
ately described as a pure merino Ministry ;
and because of its being of such a character,
it was defeated by avote of the House. Well,
SirRobert Mackenzie appealed to the country,
and the present Parliament, as a Parliament,
was returned. It would be in the recollec-
tion of the honorable members, who were
members of the House at the time he now
referred to, that Sir Robert Mackenzie
took a vote of the House, which in effect
amounted to a question as to who should
be leader, and he was defeated—and de-
feated, because the Government had not
altered their policy in any way, but came in
again as a pure merino Government. When
that Government was defeated, the Govern-
ment of his honorable and learned friend,
Mr. Lilley, succeeded to office ; but the power
of the party represented by the honorable
gentleman now at the head of the Govern-
ment, was sufliclently strong to force upon
the honorable member for Fortitude Valley
the necessity of forming a coalition Govern-
ment; as he found 1t was impossible to
carry on the Government of the country
without forming a coalition with that party.
Now, they all remembered the history of the
session during which the honorable member
for Fortitude Valley held the position of
Premier Minister of the Government; and
he ventured to assert that there was not an
honorable member of the House who held a
seat in the House during the session he alluded
to who could deny that the members and

“adherents of the wool-growing party, headed

by the honorable gentleman now at the head
of the Government, virtually ruled the des-
tinies of the country for the time being—
that the Opposition coalition, formed between
the honorable members for Port Curtis,
Rockhampton, Clermont, the Mitchell, and
the members for Ipswich and West Moreton,
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virtually ruled the colony. That coalition,
he thought lLe was justified in saying, was
formed for the advancement of party interests

on the one side, and partly local interests on |

the other ; but not with a view to the advance-
ment of the general interests of the colony.
That coalition forced the then Premier, Mr.
Liltey, to abandon his policy, except in so
far as suited their purposes. Now, it was
well known to everyone that, at the end
of that session, the voice of the country was
not so much in favor of the honorable mem-
ber for Fortitude Valley, and some of his
colleagues in the Government, as it was now.
The dissatisfaction felt with the Lilley Gov-
ernment, during the last portion of the last
session of Parliament, was increased during
the recess; and he had no hesitation in
stating that the defeat of the late Premier
arose, purely and solely, through the action
of his own party. But the reasons for the
dissatisfaction felt by that party had never
been properly put before the House until
the other evening, when the honorable mem-
ber for Fortitude Valley addressed the
House, and availed himself of the oppor-
tunity afforded him by the present debate of
entering upon a defence of his eonduct. It
had been alleged, by honorable members on
the Government side of the House, that the
late Ministry were thrown out because of
the ordering of the steamers, and the re-
mission of the school fees, without the pre-
vious sanction of Parliament;—and some other
matters. Now, such were not the grounds
of the defeat of the late Ministry. He could
assure the House the late Premier’s Govern-
ment was defeated, simply and solely, De-
cause the Premicr allowed himself to be
ruled by the pure merino party. The
main cause of dissatisfaction, which was at
first felt as to the late Premier himself,
arose from a belief that the purchase of a flcet
of steamers, involving a cost of between
£40,000 and £50,000, besides a large annual
outlay, showed that the honorable gentleman
had set aside the main part of the policy
which placed him in power—and that was
the opening up of the interior by the provid-
ing of adequate means of communication be-
tween the interior districts of the colony and
the sea-board. Tt was felt that the honorable
gentleman had commenced at the wrong end—
that, instead of purchasing steamers to trade
with ports where no traflic existed, he should
have commenced with the construction of
railways, to produce traffic for steamers.
Now, he would repeat that the principal feel-
ing the party who supported the late Govern-
ment had for assisting to drive the Lilley
Ministry from office was, that the honorable
gentleman then at the head of the Govern-
ment had allowed himself to be too much
influenced by the pure merino party in the
colony, Well, he would wish to trace this
matter a little further. To the astonishment

of the party that insisted that the Lonorable |

member for Fortitude Valley should leave
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the position of Premier, instead of such a
Ministry coming to power as was expected,
they found the honorable member for Port
Curtis, Mr. Palmer, come into power, and
bringing in as his colleagues gentlemen who,
with himself, constituted a Ministry which
was a fac simile of the Ministry that had
been previously driven from power when
the Lilley Administration succeeded to
office. He did not know what sort of
hanky-panky work had been resorted to,
and he did not care to inquire what sort of
hanky-panky work was required. He was
satisfied now as to the course things had
taken. He had a firm belief that Provi-
dence ruled all things; and he had never
known an occasion in the history of Queens-
land, in which they could not frace the
over-ruling hand of Providence. He believed
that the result of what had taken place
would be this —that they would see a
Ministry come into power with a policy that
would be calculated to advance the progress
of the colony. He trusted that the result of
the present debate would be to open a new
era 1n the history of the colony; and that it
would break up the old parties that had
become flat, stale, and unprofitable. He
thought he might safely say, that honorable
members would not again have to raise their
voices against a pure merino prineciple of
Government., If the debate should have the
result of breaking up those old parties, it
would be one of the most beneficial results
that could flow from it. He had stated
as his conviction that the present Premier
had no right to be in the position he now
held—as the suceessor of the honorable mem-
ber for Fortitude Valley—and he believed
the universal voice of the colony would sup-
port him in that opinion. At the cessation of
the late Parliament, the party the honorable
member for Port Curtis represented, and
members of which he had again gathered
around him, was defeated, and appealed to the
country. The Ministry again came before
the House and was again defeated ; and when,
by the shuffling of the cards, the honorable
gentleman was lately placed at the head of
the Government, he had had the bad taste
to come before the House, with a Ministry
of precisely the same character as the
Ministry of which he previously was a
member. He would guard himself in the
strongest manner from saying one word
against any member of the present Ministry
personally. He believed the honorable the
Premier and his colleagues who were in the
House, and the honorable the Attorney-
General, who was not in the House, were all
individually most honorable men; and they
were men who, he had no hesitation in saying,
would always be a credit to the House, and
to any Ministerial party to which they might
belong. Still, in the matter of politics, they
were, as a whole, opposed to the progress of
the colony. They were of the old pure
merino type—as perfectly so as any Ministry
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of the kind that had ever appeared in the
House. The Minister for Public Lands had
tried to prove that such was not the case,
and had put himself forward as a proof that
it was not the case. Now, he could not agree
with the honorable member there, as he
thought that the honorable member, if he
was not a squatter exactly, the sooner he
got to be a squatter the better, for ever since
he came into the House he had never given a
vote but for that party. He could well
understand why the present Premier, in
selecting the members of his Ministry, felt
it necessary to consult the wishes of the
members for Ipswich and West Morcton ;
and, no doubt, amongst the members who
represented those constituencies, he naturally
expected the Minister for Lands would be
the most fit to join him. Now, he maintained
that the vote which he, as one of the repre-
sentatives for Brisbane, would give on the
present occasion, was one that he could not
with any sort of conscience decline to give.
Had he intended to vote otherwise than as
he did intend, and to give what the present
Ministry—what the honorable the Premier
called a fair trial—he would be forced by the
arguments that had been put forward by the
northern and western members to vote against
the Ministry. At the outset of the present
Parliament the representatives for those con-
stituencies were members of the pure merino
party. The whole body of them were represen-
tatives of that one class ; and notwithstanding
that, the vote of the House went against the
party who now so earnestly solicited a fair
trial. Since then those constituencies had
changed their representatives. In the room
of Mr. Hodgson, the former member for the
‘Warrego, they had now My. Thornton; and
in the room of the former member for Cler-
mont, Mr. De Satge, they had now Dr.
Benson, who so forcibly addressed the House
the previous evening. Now, if those two
gentlemen, representing the constituencies
they did, were to vote against the Ministry,
it would be impossible for him to vote for the
Ministry ; and he considered that, in giving
the vote he intended to give, he would
only be expressing the wuniversal voice of
the country. e believed that, should
the present Government appear before
the country, it would be found that the
vote which would be given to-night would
be justified by nine-tenths of the people of
the country. If the constituencies of Ips-
wich and West Moreton should return their
present representatives, they would find out
their mistake ; but he hoped the result of
this debate would convince those constituen-
cies that to return the same gentlemen again
to represent them in the House would be to
act against their own true interests; and
that a further pursuance of the tactics that
had characterised the conduct of those
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gentlemen in the House would not meet |
with the sympathy of the rest of the colony.

As a body they supported the previous
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Ministry, and as a body they had supported
the present Ministry. Always, when there
was anything before the House for the
benefit of Ipswich, they supported it, but in
almost every other instance, they were found
opposing what, for his part, he conceived
would be for the gencral beuefit of the
colony. He believed the opinion he now
expressed would be largely shared in during
any new election. As he had just stated, he
hoped the decision the House would come to
this evening would convince those honorable
members, or if not, that it would convince
their constituencics, that the tactics those
gentlemen had pursued would not, if persisted
in, be of benefit to the constituencies ; but
would place them in an isolated position, and
make them to be regarded as constituencies
that were opposed to the general welfare and
interests of the colony. Ie hoped they would
take to heart the lesson they would get to-
night, and return representatives who would
not act upon merely narrow-minded prin-
ciples, and for purely local interests. He had
now only further to say that he would vote
for the amendment.

Mr. Forpes sald that the late Minisiry
secmed to him to have come to an end chiefly
because of their falling out amongst them-
selves ; and also because of falling out with
their supporters. How could the members
of the late Government expect the sapport of
the House, when they could not rule their
own party. From the coalition Ministry that
was formed by the honorable member for
Fortitude Valley, great things were expected,
but the House and the country were dis-
appointed. After the able manner in which
the honorable member for Ipswich, Mr.
Williams, had exposed the happy family, he
did not see it was likely they would ever
have a Ministry of the kind again. Where
there was no union amongst Ministers them-
selves, he did not see how they could expeet
or should ask the support of the House. If
he saw a Ministry m power that would
bring forward a railway policy—such a
policy as would create a new era in the
history of the colony, and relieve the colony
from the evils it had of late been suffering, and
still suffered from—he would support them.
Notwithstanding what the honorable mem-
bers for Clermont and Warrego had said,
the colony could not afford railways, after the
enormous expenditure that was already in-
curred, unless they could be made without
further burdening the colony with debt, and
unless there was a certainty of their being
reproductive. They were under the mark in
their estimate of expense of cheap railways ;
at any rate, he (Mr. Forbes) was always
doubt{ul of figures, after what had occurred
in this colony. He had heard honorable
members speak of the character of the
Maranoa district, He knew from experience,
dearly bought, that it was not what it bad
been represented to be; he did not go out of
the way when he said it was a desert, with
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here and there a few bits of good land ; there
was nothing in it that would pay one-half the
expense of a railway. He condemned the
alliance of the Opposition, and their policy to
raise money, and the association of the late
Minister for Public Works with a late rail-
way contractor of another colony; and said
he must look upon them with suspicion as
candidates for a possible new Government.
The continual ery of the daily press of Bris-
bane was for expenditure in the capital, to
revive its trade, to put a heavy burden on
the colony which would take half a century
to remove : all for the sake of the people of
Brisbane. No other part of the colony
would ask that money should be borrowed
for the purpose of benefitting itself exclu-
sively. He admitted that a healthy stream
of immigration was wanted, and that the
true policy was to give the utmost facility to
sottle the people on the land; but he did not
believe that the colony should be saddled
with another large loan to be expended on
non-productive works, for the mere sake of
finding employment for the people coming
here, or for the sake of one part of the colony.
It appeared from the course pursued by the
¢ in-coming ” Government, that the House
were to be made up of vampires and lawyers.
It was the profession of lawyers to talk ; it
cost them nothing to be in the House; but
the vampires from the other colonies would
suck the heart’s blood of the country and
prostrate it in destitution. The Opposition
said, if’ their policy was not supported, the
people would not have their adversaries, the
supporters of the Government, again, as their
representatives. He had suflicient faith in the
people, even in the far west of the colony, in
Mitchell and in Warrego, to think that, if the
matter was fairly and properly represented to
them, they would never allow railway con-
iractors from the other colonies to send re-
presentatives to the House to back a
Government to carry out their designs.
If there was anything in the colony—
if there was to be spoliation—if it were
determined to go in for repudiation—let
those who were Queenslanders have the
plunder amongst themselves! Do not call
the minions of other colonies to pack the
House for it. At one time he was as liberal,
perhaps, as any honorable member of the
House, and he advocated and introduced
as liberal measures as any did ; but when he
found liberality and prodigality synonymous
terms, he threw liberalism aside—to those on
the Opposition who professed liberality, and
who were not friends of the country, who
were traitors to the country, and who must
be despised by the people from one end of
Queensland to the other. The House had
been told that the Governor’s Speech was a
bad copy of that made under the former
Government. No doubt it appeared a bad
copy in the eyes of honorable members oppo-
site, for this reason: that what was bad for
the colony was left out of the Speech, and
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what was good still remained in it; the
Government had adopted the better- part and
left the rest to their opponents. Tor that,
the Government descrved the thanks and
support of the country. Whether he re-
mained in the House or not—it might not
be his wish to be here longer—he felt
that whoever represented his constituency
would represent the sentiments he uttered.
He believed that a new era had, indced,
begun for the colony, and that the elec-
tors would find out who were true to its
interests ; and they would discriminate be-
tween liberal promises and the intention of
those who made them to carry them out.
Something had been said about the steamer
contract ; a mistake had been made in that.
‘When the people found that the late Govern-
ment had done an aet for which Ministers
would be impeached at home, their constitu-
ents would never listen to them. The report
of the Auditor-General shewed that the late
Government deserved to be hurled from office.
It had been his intention to ask the Govern-
ment to bring in a Bill of indemnity for the
illegal acts which had been committed by
their predecessors in office. The attack on
the Aftorney-Greneral by the honorable mem-
ber for Burnett, Mr. Pring, had come to
nothing ; since it turned out that the opinion
of the Aftorney-General was maintained by
the highest legal authorities of England.
The Attorney-General was right in his advice
to the Government. That must be the death-
blow to the legal knowledge and reputation
of that luminary of the law, the honorable
member for Burnett. Whether there should
be a dissolution or not, there were honorable
members on the Opposition side of the House
who would have to appear before their con-
stituents; and depend upon it, they would
have to give an account of their corduct in
impeding the business of the country and
interfering with good Government. The
clectors were watching over their interests a
little better more than 1n the past; and there
were gentlemen now in the House who would
never more, after another election, cross its
floor. He hoped, if honorable members now
in Opposition should succeed to the Govern-
ment—if they should be trusted with the
public money—that, if they were found want-
ing in truth, honesty, virtue, justice, they
would be hurled from their position ; and that
there should be an Opposition that would
gain popularity by vigilance in watching that
Government, and seeing that they performed
their duty in a way for which he could not now
give them credit, from his knowledge of their
past conduct. Seeing the honorable members
forIpswichand West Moreton bound together,
not for party, but to assert and carry out
those principles of rectitude which would
best guide the House, and especially the
Government, he trusted that they would
always so act together for the good of the
country. In concluding, he cxpressed a
desire that honorable members on both sideg
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of the House would coincide with him in
approving of a matter that had not been
referred to in the debate, and that was set
out in the tenth paragraph of the Governor’s
Speech. Far more even than keeping the
Ministry in power, he should like, if possible,
that steps be taken at once to carry out the
object of that clause. He looked upon it as
the duty of the House to give it effect ; and,
if it were possible that by adjourning their
decision on the Address for a few hours, to
pass a Bill for the purpose of giving effect to
that paragraph of the Specch, he was sure
that they would do no more than was right
for them to do, on behalf of the honorable
and venerable gentleman who had so long
and so ably presided over the deliberations of
the Legislative Assembly of Queensland, and
who had so faithfully earned the proposed con-
sideration at their hands, as not only a repre-
sentative of the country, but as a representa-
tive of their House. He referred to the sub-
jeet, anxiously hoping that some prominent
member of the Opposition would take it up
and give expression to the feeling of the
House in far more eloquent language than he
could command. The honorable member who
told them that he was the father of the
House,” would be able to do so better than
he eould pretend to do.

Mr. Haxpy said, that at such a late hour
of the night it was not his intention to occupy
the time of the House but for a few moments;
indeed, he had not intended to speak at all;
but, as he found that every honorable mem-
ber had spoken, he was reluctant to give a
silent vote. He knew the House would
excuse him from entering into a long speech,
for two rcasons: that he did not anticipate
baving the opportunity to address the House
on this subject, for when he arrived in town,
about twenty-four hours ago, he had not
expected to see the Mimstry in power;
another reason was, that being the youngest
member of the House, whose political exist-
ence dated only twenty-four hours back, he
thought it improper at this time that he should
address the House at all. He should dis-
tinctly state on which side he would vote,
and why;—he durst say that both sides of
the House anticipated his action. He had
reason to regret that the honorable member
at the head of the Government was in the
company he was in. There was no one, he
assured that honorable gentleman, who had
a more profound respect for him personally,
and for his public honesty, than he had ; his
manly way of doing business, his integrity,
and outspoken sincerity, and perfect indepen-
dence would entitle him to the respect of any
House. He was sorry to find him, not only
a northern member, but a vepresentative of
the pastoral interest, in the society Le was in.
He would, with great pleasure, have done all
be could, in his humble way, to further the
liberal views or beneficial projects instituted
by that honorable gentleman; but in the
society he was in, he decidedly must oppose
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the Government. When he heard of the
honorable member, the Premicr, being called
for to form a Ministry, he had bright ideas
as to the colony’s prosperity ; but when he
heard of the Ministry formed by him, he
conceived that ruin was pending, and le
conceived it to be his duty to go to the far
north-west, some seven or eight hundred
miles, and contend against the Government,
there, and, if he could, oust a member of
the Government; and he had contributed,
as much as any of the Opposition, to put oub
the Government. He was not wrong in his
anticipations, inasmuch as he had been suc-
cessful in his endeavor to eradicate the
nucleus—to remove the poisonous incubus
—that threatened to oppress the colony.
From his knowledge of Queensland, he attri-
buted all the mischief and all the ruin that
the colony suffered from, at the present
moment, to the policy that Ipswich and West
Moreton had carried out, in conjunction with
the Darling Downs. When he found that all
the support the Ministry had, consisted of
the six members representing Ipswich and
‘West Moreton, with the honorable member
for Burnett, Mr. Haly, and the honorable
member for Leichhardt, Mr. Royds, he was
gratified with the position he occupied on
the Opposition side of the House. He found
there members from the north, the ecast, the
north-west, and the west—the nucleus of a
good and a strong Government having the in-
terests of the colony generally at heart; and
he certainly felt bound, as the representative
of one of the best districts in the colony
that was ever opened for occupation, to vote
with the Opposition—a district which, he
vouched to the House, could not be sur-
passed in all Queensland. There was no
more beautiful country than the Mitchell
—not even the famed Darling Downs;
and no more perfect and highly edueated
gentlemen, than those in possession of that
portion of the eolony could be found. Tt
was a district that ought not to be ignored.
As he was elected on progressive prin-
ciples, he could not support the present
Ministry, however good they were, because
they stood still. e must oppose the present
Ministry, because there was not one particle
in their programme which would meet the
requirements of the distriet Lie represented.
But the majority of the whole eolony, north,
south, east, and west, except Darling Downs,
Ipswich, and West Moreton—he meant that
portion of the Darling Downs represented
by the honorable the Colonial Treasurer—
was leagued against the Government ; and he
could not submit to their policy, which was
a stand-still policy. Honorable members
saw the only provisions the Government in-
tended to make, the only Acts they in-
tended to introduce, were for the completion
of current contracts; no opening up of the
country by railways. Ipswich did not want
the railway at all; West Moreton had it
where it was; and Darling Downs had
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got what it wanted; and the Government |

wanted to leave the colony where it was at
the time of separation. Ie was in favor
of cheap railways into the interior, to open
up the country; otherwise the fine country
to the westward and northward would
remain at a standstill. He found that the
Opposition purposed to append to the Addvress
in Reply to HisExcellency’s Specch, that they
proposed the ‘¢ effectual opening up of the
interior.” That went a great deal beyond
the policy of the Government ; therefore, for
that reason, he supported the Opposition on
the present question. There was another
reason why—the Premier would not vote
for or have anything to do with scparation,
cxcept as an extreme measure; he had not
introduced in his policy anything to satisfy
the northern colonists—to calm them, to
{)aeify them—anything about separation. He
1ad not consented, even, to extend the little
railway ; so that the whole country, from the
Mitchell to Bowen Downs, down to the
Valley of the Ward, could get its wool down.
Storekeepers, in fact, had their teams on the
roads for six months. But the question of
separation should be discussed, and, if the
North required to be pacified by beneficial
measures, the Opposition were prepared to
pacify the North ; therefore, be (Mr. Handy)
supported the Opposition. As to railways,
it was hard for him to be expected to support
such a body as he saw on the Ministerial side
of the House. The Minister for Works,
himself a squatter, had announced no
railway for the benefit of squatters; and
he was carrying out exactly the same policy
as was announced in the third paragraph of
the Speech. The honorable member who last
addressed the House would not vote for
railways—until they became reproductive
works! That was the policy of the Ministry.
Railways, as he (Mr. Handy) conceived,
ought not to be built merely as reproductive
works; they ought not to be built for the
purpose of making revenue out of them ; they
ought not to be built for the purpose of
enabling the country to make a profit out of
them ; but they ought to be built merely as
a substitute for roads. He contended that
the Minister for Works, the honorable mem-
ber for West Morcton, Mr. Forbes, and the
honorable the Colonial Treasurer himself,
could not maintain that a road for waggons
should be made for the purpose of profit.
He had been surprised to hear such a
philosopher as the honorable member who
last addressed the House state that he would
not vote for railways until they were repro-
ductive works. He must vote for progressive
railway works, and must thercfore vote
against the Ministry. He gave his reasons
simply for voting as be intended to vote.
Perhaps another occasion would turn up,
when he should speak more fully on matters
of intercst suggested by the debate. He
compared the Mitchell  distriet with the
Darling Downs, saying that in every produc-
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tion, especially stock, it surpassed the so-called
garden of the colony; and, in the matter of
sheep, Darling Downs breeders were beaten
in Melbourne market by a Mitchell squatter.
If there should be another election, hie had not
the slightest fear that he would represent the
Mitchell again, even if he never went there.
He had gone a long ride, and defeated the

ttorney-General, to prove that he was
sincere in desiring the welfare and good gov-
ernment of the colony hereafter. Those who
Liad governed it heretofore had brought it to
ruin. He had fought the battle, and had
gone a long way to fight it, on the memorable
18th of June, the anmiversary of the battle of
Waterloo; and, if neecessary, he would go
again, and cross swords with the Attorney-
General again.  He had no fear.

Mr. Mirzs said the policy of the Govern-
ment had been discussed three days, and, at
such a late hour of the night, it was not his
intention to take up the time of the Housc
long. They were few remarks that he had
to make, and they would entirely apply to
the Government as politicians. 1t they
would permit him to say so, he had no hesi-
tation in saying that he had the highest
respect for them, collectively and individu-
ally; but notwithstanding he entertained
that opinion of them, he felt that he should
not be doing his duty in supporting them as
a Government. He would endeavor to
state, shortly, why. He thought the class
he belonged to had been long enough in
disrepute by class legislation, simply from
having Governments composed of that class
alone; and, whatever their policy, he felt
inclined to oppose any Government composed
of one class of persons, whether representing
towns or sheep. On another ground, he
opposed them because he did not believe they
were sincere or had the slightest intention
of carrying out the programme they had laid
before Parliament. He judged them entirely
from their speeches, which could not be
reconciled. He excepted the honorable the
Colonial Seeretaryand the Colonial Treasurer.
The honorable the Secretary for Publice
Works ought to have been clearer than he
was; and he (Mr. Miles) liad no trustin him
whatever, that he intended to carry out the
policy put forward. The members of the
(Government were not place-hunters, he must
say ; and he was perfectly aware that the
Premier, in forming his Government, had no
wish to be called upon, but he had done his
duty. But the honorable gentleman must
have felt his position, when, after having
formed his Government, he could not get any
one but the honorable member for Leichhardt,
Mr. Royds, to move that Ministers’ seats had
become vacant by their acceptance of office ;
~—the consequence of that, and of there being
no House at the close of last session, from the
absence of Ministerial supporters, and of the
subsequent prorogation, was the loss by Mr.
Sandeman of his scat and of a vete for the
Government. The circumstances of the



108 Address in Reply

colony were changing. In another three
years, at the rate at which the fencing in of
rans was going on, there would be nothing
to occupy the country but sheep and cattle;
for labor would hardly be required. Since
he was last in the House, he had travelled a
considerable distance to the westward, and
until then, he, though a squatter, iad no idea
of the extent of country fenced in. In the
Maranoa district there were stations that had
easily employed sixty or seventy hands; but,
now, they employed about sixteen; yet the
country had still to keep up.the expenses of
postal communication and police protection.
‘Where was the revenue to come from, to
meet that expense, unless population was
increased ? He had come to the conclusion
that the only way it could be done, was by
opening up the interior by railways, by pro-
moting immigration, and by settling popula-
tion on the land. The honorable the Secretary
for Public Lands said he was in favor of free
selection all over the colony. He (Mr. Miles)
should like to seeit. The want of 1t was what
he always complianed of. That was why
he opposed the Immigration Act; because
there never was a gentleman at the head of
the Lands Pepartment who would go in for
free selection. If population was introduced,
the people must have facility for settling
down on the land. The Minister for Lands
had said, the present Government did not go
into office to create a sensation ; they went
in to govern the country in a humdrum way
—to answer letters, and to pocket their
salaries.

The SecrErarY FoR Pusric Laxps: He
did not say that. He said they did not goin
to create a sensation ; but to do their duty.

Mr. Mites: The honorable member said
“humdrum.”

The SECRETARY ForR Pusric Lanps: Yes.

Mr. Mizrs: The country wanted more
than that ; it wanted progression.

“You will be asked to empower the Govern-
ment to contract with private individuals, or
companies, for the construction of cheap lines of
railway in the interior, and to pay for same by
grants of lands along the lines to be constructed.”

Now, if he were not mistaken, he had heard
the honorable member for Maryborough ridi-
cule the idea of making a railway to Koma—
to a wilderness; but he could assure the
honorable member it was a great mistake to
eall it a wilderness, for there was as good
country in the neighborhood of Roma as
there was anywhere in the colony, and he
would support no Government who was
not prepared to open wup the country and
to settle a population upon it. He re-
gretted to be compelled to say it, but he
believed, if that had been done some time
ago, the squatters would have been able
to give employment to half a dozen men
where they now only employed one, and they
would not have felt the depression as they
had done. As this question had been tra-
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velled over and over again in the course of
the debate, he would not take up the time of
the House by going further into it. Io
thought it was most humiliating to any
Government to be supported by the members
for Tpswich and West Moreton alone. Nor
could he understand low those honorable
members could support the Minister for
Works, who used to designate the inhabitants
of Tpswich as paupers. Members on the Op-
position side had been taunted with the threat
that, in the event of a dissolution, they would
none of them come back to the House. For his
part, he had always adopted what he consi-
dered an independent course. He was going
to vote for the amendments, and he was quito
prepaved to accept the responsibility. He
begged to assure honorable members that he
had not been sent to the House as a delegate :
be had been sent there to exercise his judg-
ment. He was perfectly unprejudiced, and
he felt sure his constituents would endorse his
action. There was only onc vote out of all
those he had given which he had any occasion
to regret, and that was the vote he had given
in favor of The Manning Retirement Bill,
which had saddled the country with a pay-
ment of £600 a~ycar. It was stated that Mr.
Manning’s health was ruined, and that he
was in a most precarious state. And now,
what did they find? Why, that the Govern-
nicnt had gazetted him as a magistrate

The CoroN1aL SECRETARY : A visiting jus-
tice, without pay.

Mr. Mizzes: There might not be any pay,
but there would be travelling expenses, and
he Delieved that if-it had not been for an
amendment made when the vote was passed,
he might have been allowed to go into another
colony and obtain employment, still receiving
£600 of the public moncy. He had intended
to say something about the Ipswich hospital,
but as the Government policy had been
discussed for three days, and nothing ap-
peared to him to have been left unsaid in the
course of the debate, he would now conclude
by stating that he should vote for the amend-
ment. ‘

The CoLONTAL SECRETARY, inreply : Sir, Tam
exceedingly sorry that the last speaker should
have imported a subject into this debate which
has nothing whatever to do with the question
at issue. His remark about MMr. Manning
was, I think, quite uncalled for. If that gen-
tleman has, under God’s goed providence, so
far recovered as to be able to do his duty to
this colony in return for the pension he re-
ceives, I think we should thank God for it.
No blame can attach to this House for voting
a pension for him under the certificate of the
leading members of the medical profession in
this colony. I shall allude to the subject no
further. The remarlk of the honorable member
was utterly uncalled for, and the question
has nothing to do with this debate. The
Lonorable member who addressed the House
just before the honorable member for
Maranoa, drew a very lively picture of the
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sufferings of the squatters in the far west,
from the want of railways. Well, sir, T have
also been a sufferer; my drays have been six
months on the roads, but that is no reason
why I should plunge the country into a large
expenditure for railways. Why should I
attempt to make men, who have nothing what-
ever to do with my interests, pay through the
nose in order to enable me to take down my
produce and bring up my supplies? The
bonorable member told us—I think about
fifteon times in the course of his speech—
that he was going to vote against the Govern-
ment. Well, I knewthat, and I was not afraid
of his repetitions. I will make the Opposi-
tion a present of his vote, for T attach no
value to it whatever. DBefore going into the
reply which T am going to make this evening,
I must refer to two or threc matters alluded
to by some honorable members who have
spoken this evening. The honorable member
for West Moreton, Mr. Ferrett, called upon
me to answer some allusions, in his specch,
to certain land selections made by the honor-
able member for Maranoa. All I can say is,
that that gentleman did make some selections
on the Downs during the time I was in office
as Colonial Secretary and Secretary for
Lands. The honorable member did me the
honor to press upon me his right to select
this land at, what I considered, a very in-
opportune moment—immediately preceding a
division of this House—and I then told him,
what I told another member of this House,
that I had no power to do an illegal act, and
that the question rested with the Com-
missioner ; and the honorable member did
not get his land. Another insinuation was
made by the honorable member for Clermont,
that the Government had thrown out a sop to
the Ipswich members, by giving the Ipswich
hospital the amount of money voted for it for
the yea? by this House. That was the sop.
Now, look at the honorable members for
Ipswich, and see if they are men who are at
all likely to go into the hospital. And what
do they gain by getting this vote from the
Government ? I wrote to the Secretary of
the hospital at the time, telling him we were
perfectly aware that we were stretching our
powers in giving them that money at the
time. Could that be called a sop? Honor-
able members must know very well, many of
them, that if the House had not voted that
money, the hospital must have shut up for
want of funds. They must also know that it
was owing to the action of the honorable
member who then represented Clermont, that
the vote for that hospital was cut down to
such a limit as to render necessary an appli-
cation to the Government for funds to carry
it on with. The sum on the Estimates was
cut down, I repeat, by the honorable member
for Clermont, and there was not money
enough left to carry on the hospital. Now,
I don’t think it is a proper course to pursue—
when it is a question whether a charitable
institution should be shut up, and the inmates
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turncd into the streets, and the old and
debilitated patients, of whom there are
twelve, thrown upon the bands of the Govern-
ment—when the question is, simply, whether
the Government should step forward and give
the money voted by this House— to bring the
matter forward as a political question. I do
not envy the feelings of the honorable mem-
ber who brought it forward, and Tentirely deny
that any memberfor Ipswich or West Moreton
brought the slighest pressuve to bear upon the
Government. The money was given simply
because we considered it a case of urgent
necessity ; and if we remain in office, we shall
come down and ask the House for a great
deal more money for the hospital for the
present year, and I have not the slightest
doubt we shall get it. I have known this
House for some years, and I never knew
them refuse any amount of money for
charitable institutions, when it was shewn
that that money was wanted and would not
be wasted. I bhave now disposed of that
charge, and I shall allude no further to that
part of the speech of the honorable member,
who would impute to any Government the
motives he imputed to us in giving that
money to the hospital. There was another
complaint made by the same honorable
member, to show how badly the North has
been treated, I suppose—we used to have
a great many of these northern grievances
~—that the amount voted for the Clermont
Hospital was not paid. Now, I happen to
know a little about this, because, some time
after the honorable member arrived in Bris-
bane, he called upon me and asked about the
vote, as I nnderstood it, for 1869, and I told
him that, although I was Colonial Secretary,
the payments were made in the Treasury
Department. I, therefore, réferred him to
the Under Secretary, and I understood the
honorable member to say to-night that he
was satisfied, and fully understood that the
vote for 1869 was paid. If honorable mem-
bers will take the trouble to look, they will
sec that in all cases the amount paid by
subscribers must be sent to the Treasury.
This regulation was made, not by the present,
but by the previous Government, and the
attempt to make political capital out of it is
a great absurdity—it is altogether despicable.
Now, sir, T shall come to the amendments
proposed to be made upon the Address in
Reply to the Governor’s Speech, and notwith-
standing the abuse we have received from the
Oppositicn—in fact, in consequence of that
abuse-—I am led to believe, as I Dbelieved
when that speech was made, that it was the
very best speech ever delivered by any
Governor in this colony. I sincerely believe
it to be so; and if it had not been so good, it
would have been treated like other speeches
have been. DBut this speech must mean
something, because cvery member of the
Opposition has been trymg to pull it into
pieces, and I believe, if all these speeches
were put together, it would be found that
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what one condemned another applauded. T
repeat that it is one of the very best |
speeches ever delivered. It has one great
merit—it is very short; and it has another
merit—that there is nothing in it which the
Ministry do not intend to carry out. Well,
sir, we have, as an amendment upon the
Address in Reply to that Speech, a very nice
little set of paragraphs. The first is—

“(1.) That no Ministry will receive the confi-

dence or support of this House that is not
prepared to introduce a financial poliey that, in
its fiscal arrangements, will afford, for a time, aid
and encouragement to the development of colonial
industries.”
I think it must have taken two intellects
to compose this paragraph. Now I think
that, considering the Opposition will not
Listen to the Treasurer’s statement—I will
not say they are afraid to listen to it, because
there are so many of them—considering that
they will not even allow the Treasurer o lay
before them his policy, as I asked them to do
the other night, I think they are going a
little too fast. They now know no more
of the financial policy of the present Govern-
ment then they did when they made up their
minds to oppose it, whatever it might be—
they know no more about it than they did
then. And if the Opposition think they are
going to draw me out, or to draw out my
honorable colleague, the Treasurer, to stafe
that policy, they are very much mistaken.
The next paragraph is—

“(2.) That no Ministry will receive the conf-

dence or support of this House that is not
prepared to initiate and carry out a general
railway policy, which will include the immediate
completion of existing lines, and the effectual
opening up of the interior.”
Now, sir, this is about the most extraordinary
amendment I ever heard—*“which will include
the completion of existing lines;” why, it is
the very thing we ask for. We say we are
going to introduce a Loan Bill for'the purpose
of completing those works. The second para-
graph in the Governor’s Speech is—

“ Among the first and most important of those,

will be a Bill to enable a sum of money to be
raised on loan, secured on the general revenue of
the colony, sufficient to cover the outlay incurred
on, and the contracts entered into, for ecompleting
railways and other public works, and for immigra-
tion purposes.”
There theyhave it in the Speech—in fact, they
have more than that, because they have the
effectual opening up of the interior. The 7th
clause in the Specch said—

“%7. You will be asked to cmpower the Govern-
ment to contract with private individuals, or com-
panies, for the construction of cheap lines of
railway in the interior, and to pay for same by
grants of lands along the lines to be constructed.”
‘What necessity, then, was there for the
amendment?  Well, the third amendment
proposed, is—

“3. That no attempt to provide additional
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representation can be regarded as sincere that is
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not preceded by a vepeal of the two-thirds clause
of the Constitution Act.”

‘Well, this great liberal party, who have been
in power for so many years, have only, at the
eleventh hour, found it at all necessary to
talk about the repeal of the two-thirds clause.
‘What have they been doing all this time, I

-should like to know. Surely,if it isnecessary

now, it has been neccssary ever since separa-
tion. The party represented by the present
Opposition hiave been in power for years, and
yet we have never heard anything about the
repeal of this clause until it was introduced
into the Speech at the beginning of the last
very short session. Now, I believe it is quite
possible to provide for additional representa-
tion without repealing the two-thirds clause,
for honorable members will never make up
their minds that additional representation is
necessary, and it is my firm belief that they
do not want it; and knowing that it is next
to impossible to repeal the two-thirds clause,
they put it in here as an amendment. Now,
siv, I say it is not at all nccessary to repeal
that clause in order to get additional repre-
sention, if the Opposition members will only
assist the Government. Then we have No.
4 amendment—

‘4. That it is a matber of regret that, in your
Excelleney’s Speech, no notice has been tuken of
the northern question of separation.”

It would be a very nice thing, indeed, to put
into the Governor’'s Speech a proposition to
take away part of the country he was sent to
govern. I wonder how His Kxcellency would
look at & member of the Government who
made such a proposal to him. Now, sir, I
am prepared to go as far as any houorable
member of this House for separation; but I
am not prepared to insult His Excellency the
Governor by proposing to divide the colony
he has been sent out to govern. The 5th
amendment says—

“ 5. That, in the absenee of any announcement
in the Speech delivered by your Excellency at the
opening of this session, of an intention on the part
of the Government to introduce measures to
Parliament having the foregoing objects in view,
we have no confidence in your Excellency’s
present responsible advisers.”

Well, sir, I felt a little alarmed when I read
that, but I got over it. T do not know what
effect it might have had upen me, if I had
had to speak about it the first night; but after
a couple of days, I cared very little about it.
Now these are the amendments, and a nice
lot they are. I think I have pretty well dis-
posed of thom, and if it were possible to bring
any vote from the other side of the House, L
should have done so; I know I have changed
the opinions of some of the honorable mem-
bers who sit on the opposite side of the
Housc; but opinions and votes are very
different things. The Government of which
T am the unworthy head, may be very sleepy,
but still they do not exactly follow the
example of the ostrich, and hide their head
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so as not to know what is going on. The
honorable members opposite, could not dis-
cuss their arrangements so quietly, but that a
bird of the air brought the matter to the
Premier’s ears. I knew before I came down
to this House what the division would be; I
could tell it to a man. I say that no matter
what policy we had put forward in the Gover-
nor’s Speech—no matter what words we had
put in his mouth—the result would have been
the same; we should have had just the same
opposition. It was all arranged before the
House met ; before one word of His Kxeel-
leney’s Speech had been delivered, and before
the policy of the Government was known in
any possible way, it was decided that we
should be turned out upon an amendment to
the Address.

The Hon. A, MacarisTER: I must rise to
a point of order. I positively contradict that
statement.

The Corowian SrorETARY: There is no
point of order to raise. 1 am merely stating
my firm convictions. T am giving my impres-
sions, and I object to be interrupted.

The Hon. A. Macarister : The honorable
member has made a statement of facts, which
I positively contradiet, and I say he has no
right to repeat it. He has stated that the
Opposition had made up their minds before
they entered the House.

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY : I submit, Mr.
Speaker, that there is no point of order at all.

The Seeaxer: The Colonial Secretary
has said he is only expressing his own
opinions ; the honorable member for Eastern
Downs can speak after he has finished.

The CoroNiar SECRETARY : I stated what
my impressions were, and no point of order
or counter-statement will induce me to alter
my opinion. I repeat that my impression is,
no matter what policy we had brought
forward, we were to be opposed by an amend-
ment upon the Address. Now, sir, where is
the point of order ? The interruption of the
honorable member for Eastern Downs, is just
of a piece with the speech he made after T
addressed the House. I never expceted
anything better from the honorable member.
He eondeavored to distort the words I used
into a sneer against the Government bankers,
which my language did not convey. On the
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contrary, I carefully guarded myself; I
merely drew a parallel case. I said a man |
with an overdrawn account, and a surly |
banker, was not in a position to do certain -
things; and I earcfully guarded myself by |
saying that the Government had every reason

to be satisfied with the courteous treatment |
they had received from the Government
banker; and yet the honorable member
attempted to distort that. Now, sir, affer
every other member has addressed the House, !
I think I have every reason to express my |
satisfaction at the way they have treated my

humble attempts to explain myself. It is a |
delightful change to turn from the speech of |
the honorable member for Eastern Downs to !
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that of the honorable member for Fortitude
Valley ; and however that honorable member
and I may differ—and we have differed often,
and may differ again—I must reciprocate the
sentiments to which he gave utterance in his
speech, and say that no political differences
will ever make us less friendly, and this is
principally because the manner in which he
combats the opinions of his opponents is as
different as light from darkness from that of
the honorable member for Eastern Downs.
We have differed, and may differ again ; but
while T think T am right, and he thinks he is
right, I think we can differ without shewing
any feeling of acerbity towards each other.
The honorable member for Fortitude Valley
thinks the Govornment ought not to have said
anything in the Speech about his ordering
steamers in Sydney.

Mr. Lartey: No. I only referred to the
latter part of the paragraph—the remis-
sion of school fees.

The Coroniar SecRETARY : Well, sir, I
believe that if we had not put it in the
Speech, we should have been equally attacked
for being afraid to bring it forward. Ibelieve
T explained the matter pretty fully when I
addressed the House last. No reflection
upon the previous Government was intended
by the insertion of that paragraph. Ieeling,
as we did, that the previous Government had
almost exceeded their powers in entering into
that contract, we considered it our duty—
having refused to interfere with the contract
until 1t was ratified by the House—to refer
to it in the Speech; and having resolved
upon that, I put it to the House whether we
could have done so in a more temperate
manner. 1 am sorry that, in the absence of
the honorable member for Burnett (Hon. R.
Pring), I shall have to allude to a portion of
his speech in which he reflected upon the
conduct of the Attorney-General. The im-
pression left upon my mind from the honorable
member’s remarks was, that the Attorney-
Greneral of the colony bad given advice to the
Government in this matter which had not
been acted upon, and that he, Mr. Pring, had
given advice which had been acted upon.
That is, I believe, exactly what the honorable
member stated. Now, sir, I have not in my
possession the Hxecutive minute referring to
this matter, but I have the Cabinet minute,
of which the other is a transeript, and it is to
this effect :—

« The Colonial Treasurer having laid before the
Executive Council the letters from Messrs. Eldred
and Spence, dated 25th April and 4th May
respectively, on the subject of Mort’s contract for
a steamer :

“ Recommended that the present Government
decline to interfere in any way with Mr. Mort’s
contract, being of opinion that they have mo
power to bind the colony to such a contract
without the express sanction of Parliament, and
that the letters herewith to Messrs. Eldred and
Spence, and Messrs, T\ 8. Mort, embodying the
foregoing resolution, be approved and forwarded
accordingly.”
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Now, I state here boldly, and without the
shgh.test fear of contradiction, that the
opinion of the Attorney-General of the
colony, of which I think a very unfair advan-
tage was taken, was abided by in the
minutest particular. No other opinion was
taken ; and holding the position I held as
Premier of the colony, I should have been
ashamed of myself, and unfit to hold that
position, if I had gone beyond that opinion.
Then, sir, an honorable member did us the
honor to say, that the present Government
were Mr. Lilley’s enemies—that we were the
men who turned him out of office, and made
an attack upon him personally. I deny it in
tofo. I say, sir, that if the honorable mem-
ber for Fortitude Valley had any friends in
the House during the last session, they were
noton his own side of the House, but on the
opposite side; and I say that, without any

exception, the members of the present Gov- .

ernment were his friends on that ocecasion,
and not in the least anxious that he should
leave office. They were not prepared to
endorse every act of his, because they
thought he had made mistakes, but they
were prepared to support his Government ;
and the honorable member for Maryborough
and I were the only two members in the
House who spoke in his favor, and said
that the vote of the House—certzinly our
votes were not given against him personally,
but against the Government as a whole.
We did not, like the honorable member
who moved the amendment on the Address,
entirely direct our remarks agzinst the head
of the Ministry.

Mz. Brern said, he wished to explain that,
as a matter of fact, his specch was directed
against the Government generally.

The Coroniar Secrerary: The speech is
on record, and I say it was a direet attack
upon the honorable member, who was then
Premier. That honorable member was not
defended by his colleagues, and if he had
only defended himself, or if the members of
the Government had defended their actions,
the result would have been very different.
There were quite enough members in the
House to have supported them, if they had
spoken up, as I believe they ought to have
done. However, they acted apen their own
judgment, and abided by the result. Now,
sir, we know that on the subjeet of these
very steamers, which we ave blamed for
introdueing in the Speech, the late Colonial
Treasurer, under Mr. Lilley’s Government,
told the electors of South Brisbane, that
everybody knew he was not to blame for
getting these steamers; and yet that honor-
able member blamed us for making mention
of them in the Speech. He wanted to know
why they were mentioned in the Speech, and
I will tell the House why. We wanted the
opinion of this House—the only legitimate
holders of the public purse—as to whether
that contract was legitimate, and that opinion
we should have accepted. The honorable
member also taxed us with making an appeal
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ad misericordiam. Now, I am satisfied he
did not know the meaning of the word.
I believe he thought it was Irish. If he
thought I would make an ad misericordiam
appeal, he must have looked upon me asa
fool, and considered that I must have a very
poor opinion of the tender mercies of the
Opposition. The idea of my making an
appeal ad misericordiam was about the best
thing T have heard. Then another charge
was brought against me—that in forming a
Ministry, I selected, as members of it, men
from my own class. Well, if I could not
find any better men in the House, what could
Ido? Perhaps I ought to have gone to the
members of the late Ministry, and formed
another happy family. But, as I believe the
members of a Ministry ought to be pretty
well of one mind, and not, like the dog, the
cat, and the rat, all at variance with each
other, I did seleet honorable members who
thought with me upon general subjects. But,
as to selecting them from a class inferior in
position or itellect, I deny it. I am the
only pure squatter among them. My honor-
able colleague, the Colonial Treasurer, is a
freeholder, but more of a settler than a
squatter. The Minister for Works has some
cattle somewhere in the bush, I believe, and
then he is the representative of the third
town, if not the sceond town, in the colony—
in the centre of a large agricultural and min-
ing district. I say, therefore, that if, asa
squatter, he is considered by such a com-
munity as that of Maryborough a fit per-
son to represent them, he is taken out of
the class of squatters pure and simple. The
Secretary for Lands is an attorney. Now, is
he a squatter? Then what becomes of the
charge that the Ministry is taken from one
class? What was the coalition Ministry;
were they of one class? Not exactly; but
they were always on the same side, and
always voted together, although they ecalled
themselves a coalition Ministry. They have
always hung together pretty well when there
have been any loaves and fishes to look for.
Now, sir, it is said that it is the duty of the
Government to introduce any amount of
population in order to lessen the burden of
taxation. I think that comes with avery bad
grace from the honorable member for South
Brisbane, because no man, I believe, has done
more, by restrictions upon Land Bills, to
injure the settlement of the country than he
has done. There has never been a Land Bill
introduced in this colony, but that honorable
member has put some restrictions upon it,
and no man has succeeded in driving popula-
tion out of the country better than that honor-
able member. But for the restrictions of the
honorable member for South Brisbane, all
the navvies who were employed on the
Ipswich and Toowoomba line would have
been settled on the Jands. There is no doubt
about it ; it 1s not the first time I have taxed
the honorable member with injuring the sale
of land by the restricticns, he insisted upon
putting on it. We were also blamed for
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making His Excellency say something he
ought not to have said. T say, sir, that the
want of etiquette is shewn in introducing the
Governor’s name into the debate in this House
at all. The Government have never done it;
they have never alluded to him in any way,
and the want of etiquette—the impertinence,
I may say—has been in introducing his name
at all. The Speech is our Speech, and no
honorable member has a right to mention the
Governor's name, except to refer to the Gov-
ernor’s Speech. There was another charge—
the appointment of Lieutenant Rowlands as
agent at Madras. Now, we never did any-
thing of the sort. That gentleman was ap-
pointed by the Madras Government as agent
to Queensland, and he was only appointed
as successor to a gentleman who had been
there for years, and had died. ¥ founda
despateh in the office, when I took charge of
it, requesting, as amatter of form, that this
appointment should be confirmed by the
Queensland Government. This despatch,
which ought to have been attended to when
it arrived, had been shelved. The popular
Government could not afford to attend to it.
It was brought to my office by an honorable
member who, we were told at one time, was to
be the saviour of the colony—that was Mr.
Fitzgerald. He came to my office and asked
me if T had heard anything about it—that it
ought to be gazetted. I inquired about it,
and the impression on my mind is that the
liberal Government would not have anything
to do with it, and quictly shelved it. How-
ever, sir, I am not afraid of any outery; I
never went in for popularity, and I had
Ticutenant Rowlands gazetted, and what more
have we got to do with it? If any gentle-
man wants Coolies, he has only to go there
and pay his dues, and the Government have
nothing more to do with the matter, except
to see that the regulations are adhered to.
And I have just been reminded by the
Colonial Treasurer that they are British
subjects, and have as much right here as any
one else. The Government liave been taxed
with a desire to discourage white immigration,
and import black labor.  Well, sir, the way
I encouraged Coolie immigration was this :—
Mr. Fitzgerald wanted some forms printed
when he applied for the introduction of
Coolies, and I said, Yes, I will get them
printed at the Government Printing Office,
and whoever wants them must pay for them.
And that is all the Government had to do
in the matter. But, why Coolic immigration
should not come into the colony, if anybody
wants it, I cannot see. Now, it is well known
that the present Ministry were, almost to a
man, opposed to the last Immigration Bill.
‘We did not see how we were to settle a large
population on the railway lands in such a
short time. We were opposed to the ap-
pointment of an Immigration Agentat £1,000
a year; but it is the duty of every Govern-
ment to carry out the existing law, and for
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that I claim some credit, although I am still
of opinion that the immigration 1s ill advised.
I think we are still importing immigrants for
New South Wales, as we have been doing
for o number of years. That is a patent fact,
for it is well known the late Premier, Mr.
John Robertson, remarked that they wanted
no Immigration Act there, as long as ours
was in force. I believe we are about to
perpetuate the same mistalke under the present
Act. Still it is an Act, and while it 1s so, it
is the duty of every Government in power to
sec it is carried out. Then we have been
condemned beeause we did not give the
Opposition the benefit of our ideas on the
subject of the tariff. I really think there
must be some speculators on the other side of
the House, who want to make money out of
our policy. But we shall refuse to the last,
and say nothing about the tariff, unless you
will allow us to place our whole financial
policy before the House. The intentions
of the Government will come out one day
or other—for we keep a fow memoranda
—and I believe it will be approved of;
although it has been condemned by per-
sons wno can know nothing about it, yet
are prepared to oppose it ab all hazards.
The Government has been taxed by the
honorable member for the Warrego with
inconsistency, but I can inform the honorable
member that ke has discovered a mare’s nest.
He taxed the Government with inconsistency
because in my clection speech I stated that
the railways had cost so much, while my
honorable colleague, the Minister for Works,
stated that they had cost a larger sum. Now,
the discrepancy between the two statements
can be easily explained. I stated in round
numbers what was the cost of construe-
tion, without referring to interest; but the
Secretary for Works stated what they cost,
and in his statement he included interest
and compound interest. Now that, I
think, is an explanation of the discrepancy
between the two statements, suflicient to
satisfy any one that is willing to be
satisfied. I was sorry to hear an honorable
member speak of the duty on sugar as a pro-
tective duty. For my part, I cannot see that
it is so. At any rate, it was in existence
before we took office, and there it is still.
The same honorable member also objected
to the ad walorem duties. Well, [ ob-
jected to them also, and I do so still;
but I can say this in their behalf, that
they bring in #£70,000 a year to the
revenue. 1 should be very glad to see
my way to a reduction of the ad walorem
duties, but I cannot sec it at present. The
honorable member, Mr. Jordan, told us that
we were opposed to agriculture. Now, I
have no hesitation in saying that amongst the
Ministerial supporters there are more farm-
ers on the Government side of the House than
there are on the Opposition side of it; and
farmers who have cultivated more land, and
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know more about farming, than any farmer | be so inserted,—and the House divided as
follows :—

on the Opposition side.  So far from our being
opposed to agriculture, we have shewn that
such is not the case by the simple fact of our
having stated, in the programme of our
policy, that we intend to ask for a
loan to the extent of £50,000 for the
purpose of making roads to enable the
farmers to bring their produce to market.
We may have our own opinions as to whether
farming will pay or not; but our expressed
intention to provide roads for the benefit of
agriculturists, shews that it is our desire to
make agriculture one of the interests of
the colony. It was the party to which I
belong that succeeded in passing the Land
Act of 1868; and, under its operation, a
large agricultural population has been settled
throughout East and West Moreton. It is
most unjust to charge the Ministry with being
opposed to the agricultural interest, for the
charge isnot correct. If I werea betting man,
T could almost place the members of any
new Ministry that may be formed—vote for
vote. The result of the vote to-night must
lead to one of two results, for this is not a
trimming Ministry; and will not be so, as
long as I am at the head of it. The result
must be that the Ministry will either resign
or dissolve the House and appeal to the
country. I should be inclined to take the
latter course, in the event of our being
defeated ; but I have some human feeling for
others ; and when I sce so many honorable
members opposite ready and willing to accept
office and go into power, I must confess that
my heart becomes softened; and I do
not see how I ecan possibly advise
His Ixcellency to grant us a dis-
solution. I have thought it might be well
to split my advice to His Excelleney, and
that I might advise him to adopt a course
that would admit of the formation of a
coalition Ministry. There are sixtcen mem-
Ders on the Opposition side of the House,
cagerly expectant of office, and I have been
thinking it would be well to advise His
Kxcellency to share the Government amongst
them ; giving it to four at a time for four
months each. But as there are seventeen
members on the Opposition side, there would
lsy this plan be the odd man out, and I do
not know what to do with him. I therefore
think T shall have to leave His Excellency to
his own advice. If a new Ministry should
have to be formed, it will have to be on the
prineiple of observing honor amongst thieves.
I am quite prepared to go to a division of the
House ; and if it should be against me, to
aceept it in a humble frame of mind, and I
liope in a proper frame of mind.

The question, That the words proposed to
be omitted from the Address in Reply stand
part of the question, was then put and nega-
tived without a division ; after which the
question was put, That the words proposed
to be inserted in place of the words omitted,
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