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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Tuesday, 5 July, 1870. 

Meeting of Parliament-The Kennedy Elcctorate.­
Privilege.-'rhe Oycning Speech.-Aclclress in Reply 
to Ovening Syeecll. 

MEE'l'ING OF PARLIAMENr. 
The House having assembled at twelve 

o'clock, pursuant to proclamation, 
A message from His Excellency the Gov­

ernor was delivered by the Usher of the 

Black Rod, at the Bar, requesting the attend­
ance of l\fr. Speaker and honorable members 
in the Legislative Council Chamber; whore­
upon the House proceeded thither to hear 
His Excellency deliver his Opening Speech 
to this Parliament. 

The House resumed at half-past three 
o'clock. 

THE KENNEDY ELECTORATE. 
The SPEAKER stated that he considered it 

to be his duty to report to the House, that 
since the receipt by him, on the 24th July 
last, of the Writ of Election certifying the 
return of John Bright, Esquire, for the 
Electoral District of Kennedy, no such }Jer­
sons had ever presented himself to be sworn, 
or had subscribed the roll. Under those cir­
cumstances, it appeared to him that the mem­
ber for Kcnnedy had been absent for one 
whole session of the Legislature, within the 
meaning and intent of section 7 of the 
Legislative Assembly Act (31 Victoriw, No. 
21.) 

PRIVILEGE. 
The Hon. A. J\ilACALISTER rose to address 

the House on a question of privilege. He 
said he observed a gentleman present whose 
seat had become vacant according to the pro­
visions of an Act of Parliament. Though 
he should be very happy indeed to sec the 
gentleman to whom he referred holding a scat 
in the House, yet he thought it would be im­
proper on his 1)art to see him present con­
trary to the provisions of the Constitution 
Act, without calling attention to the fact. 
Section seven of the Constitution Act pro­
vided that-

" If nny member of the Assembly shnll for one 
whole session of the Legislature, without the per· 
mission of the Assembly entered on its journals, 
fail to give his attendance in the said House, his 
seat shall become vacant." 

He thought there coi1ld be no language more 
express than that. The name of the gentle­
man he alluded to was not recorded on the 
journals of the House during the last short 
session; and he was not aware that the 
gentleman had ever applied for leaye of 
absence during the session, or any portion of 
it. 'With regard to this being a question of 
privilege, honorable members would admit 
that it was of the utmost importance that no 
gentleman should be allowed to occupy a 
seat in the House beyond the time he was 
legally entitled to do so. In "May's Practice 
of Parliament," page 252, it was laid down 
that-

" ·where the question is bond fide one of privi­
lege, the House will at once entertain it before 
any other business. 'l'his ancient rule was thus 
expressed in debate by an eminent authority :­
'Nothing can be so regular, according to the 
practice of this House, us when any 11\Clllber 
brings under the consideration of tb e House a 
breach of its privileges, for the House to hear it­
nay, to hear it with or without notice-whether 
any question is or is uot before it ; and, even in 
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the midst of another discussion, if a member 
should rise to complain of a brertch of the privi­
leges of the House, they hrtve rtlways instantly 
heard him.'" 

Again, at page 251, "May" said-
" It has been srtid tlmt a question of privilco·c 

is, properly, one not admitting of noticP,: b~t 
where the circumstances have· been such as to 
enable the member to gi>e notice, and the m11tter 
was, nevertheless, bond fide a question of privilege, 
precedence has still been conceded to it. Yet the 
giving notice has sometimes been a test of the 
character of the motion, ancl of its title to 
precedence on the ground of privilege. 'fhus 
precedence has always been given to a motion for 
a new writ, and such motion is ordinarily made 
without motion." 

Now, he held that it was quite clear from n-hat 
he had quoted, that the scat of the honorablo 
member should be declared vacant by a 
resolution of the House ; and he n-ould 
therefore move-

That a writ be issued for the election of a 
member to serve in this House for the electoral 
district of J,eichhrtrdt, in the room of Gm·llon 
Sandmnan, Esquire, whose seat has becon1e vacant 
by reason of his lmving, for one whole session of 
tile Legi,bture, without the permission of this 
House entered upon its journals, failed to give his 
attendrtncc in the said :House. 

The Hon. R. PRING seconded the motion. 
JYir. SANDEMAN asked the honoraLle the 

Speaker to give his ruling as to whether the 
question raised was one of priYilegc. 

The SPEAKER said he would not deliver a 
ruling, but would only express his opinion 
on the question that had been raised. It 
appeared to him, he said, that this >ms no 
more a question of }JriYilege than that of a 
member taking his smt and voting "·hose 
retl~rn had beC'n questioned and petitiouerl 
agamst, and vYho, they all knew, could sit and 
vote until his seat had been cleclarerl. Yacant 
by a report of the Elections and Qualifications 
Committee. The honorable member for 
Leichhardt n-as returned for that district, 
and had sat and voted in the House, and it 
seemed to him that he had as much right to 
do so as any member of the House, until a 
resolution of the House-of which notice 
must be given-should declare his seat vacant· 
-more especially so when it was seen, by 
the opinion of the law officers of the Cro"-n 
in England, on the clause of the Constitution 
Act which referred to the matter stated, that 
absence during one whole session did not 
necessarily render a seat vacant. In that 
opinion the lavY officers said-

" In our opicion, the seats of the two members, 
1fessrs. Srtndenmn and :Fleming, did not become 
absolutely vacrtnt in consequence of their non­
attendance at the extraordinary session of the 
Queensland Prtrlimnent, held in tl1e month of 
January, 11'62. For, although it >~ppears to us 
thrtt the short session held rtt that period was a 
1vholB session within section 26 of the Colonial 
Act, "·atified and eonflr:rnerl by the I mpcrial 
~tat\Jte, Hl and 19 Victorin,, No. 541 y@t, we thi.nk 

thrtt mere rtbsence of the members referred to 
durint{ nn entire session, ·without personal lache 
or deLult, did not rtmonnt, ou rt :reasonable 
construction of the emwtment, to a failure to gi>c 
attendance in the House. No sneh person:tl 
default is rtl!eged or seems probrtble." 

In addition to that, he n-ould call the attention 
of honorable membC'rs to Standing Order 18, 
which }JrOYided that an honorab'lc member 
might be absent for fourteen clnys without 
lease being granted by the House. Now ihe 
session referred to did not last fourteen days; 
and, therefore, umler all those circnmsbnce~, 
he dedinC'Cl to givo a ruling on the question, 
but woulcllcaye the matter to be determined 
by a resolution of the House. 

'l'he Hon. 1{. PmNG said he very much 
regretted that it should be his unpleasant 
dnty to dispute the ruling of the honorahle 
the Speaker--

The SPEAKER: It was not a ruling, but 
merely an opinion. 

'l'lte Hon. lL PRING: vVell, it n-as the 
opinion of the Imperial Crown _La;y Officers, 
and n-as read from a paper. He could not, 
therefore, acrc]Jt it as anything else but a 
ruling; but, at the same time, ho n-oulrl. nccept 
the Speaker's explanation. The qnestion of 
the vacancy of the seat for the _Leichharclt 
came before the House in a very different 
way from the question that was submitted to 
the Imperial Cron-n Law 0 iliccrs, and, there­
fore, the opinion that had been read had no 
reference to the case now before the House. 
The opinion of the Crown Law Officers at 
home Lad no application, because it hacl been 
determined at home that this House should 
be guided by their own Constitution Act ; 
and the House could not tra>el beyond that 
Act. No doubt they dcriYcd much benefit 
from Home authorities; and whore tlwy 
found their on-n Standing Orders inapplicable 
they could adopt the rules of the Imperial 
Parliament; but that was voluntary on their 
part. Now the language of the Constitution 
Act was clear and unmistakeable on the 
question brought before the House. The 
seyenth section of that Act said that if a 
member was absent during a whole session 
without the permission of the Assembly, his 
scat should be declared to be vacant. Now 
he thought that, according to the provisions 
of the Act, the seat for the I~cichhardt had 
become Yacant; and, therefore, the gentleman 
who had formerly represented that district 
~·emlered himself liable to the penalties 
:mposed by the Act, whatever they might be, 
Jf he took any part in the proceedin(Ts of the 
H<!uso until he -vms again electec( for the 
Lmc hhardt or some other district. The opinion 
of the Imperial Crown Law Officers vYas a very 
guarded one ; and it 1Jroceecled wholly on the 
words " failure to attend"; and the c1Fe 
was submitted in this way-"·hetlwr, if a 
memLer was unable to attcncl during a whole 
session, and that, through no laches on hi' 
vart, his scat should hccmne Yncrtnt. :No·w, 
ho would tl\ko the t~ase under conBidemtic.m, 
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and he would ask if the gentleman alluded to 
was not in this city twenty-four hours before 
the first meeting of the House last session. 
He had full notice of the meeting of the 
House, and he stated over and over again 
that he would not be able to attend the 
House because private business required him 
to go away; and, if that were not laches, he 
did not know what were laches; and he felt 
confident that if such a case were submitted 
to the Imperial Crown Law Officers, they 
would dccicle that there had been such laches 
as rendered the seat vacant. He knew the 
c:1sc that was submittecl to the House, and 
the opinion that had been quoted, ancl he 
might inform the House that the words 
" failure to attend," as used in the opinion, 
should be interpreted as inability to attend 
from illness or some other serious circum­
stance. Suppose a newly elected member to 
come to the House, and that there was no 
quorum to allow of his being sworn in before 
tl10 close of the session, it could not be held 
that there were personal laches thoro, or that, 
in such a case, the seat should, on the 
assembling of Parliament next session, be 
declared vacant. In such a case there would 
uot be a failure to attend. 'l'he absence of 
the late honorable member for the Leichhardt 
was not owing to anything of that kind, for 
he >ms in this city twenty-four hours before 
the meeting of Petrliament last scs~ion, and 
he pleaded press of business matters as his 
reason for not being able to attend ; but no 
press of business matters could b0 received as 
a reason for setting aside the provisions of 
the C011Rtitution Act. He could not accept 
the 011inion of the Crown Law Officers as a 
precedent that would apply in the present 
rase, so as to affirm that the scat for the 
Leirhhardt had not become vacant, for the 
opinion proceeded upon the question of laclt,es, 
but not as to whether the absence was wilful 
or not. The real object of the motion of the 
honorablo member for the Eastern Downs, was 
to have the question discussed as to whether 
the absence of l\1:r. Sandeman amounted to 
such a "failure to attend," as the Constitution 
Act contemplated. The House would in that 
way have to decide the question; and the 
valuable opinion that had been read by the 
honorablc the Speaker, would be taken into 
consideration with all the credit it deserved. 
The motion of his honorable friend was not 
so nmeh directed to a question of privilege as 
it was directed to the question whether or not 
there was a stranger in the House. The fact of a 
gentleman being in the Housewhohad no right 
to be in it, was the reason why the motion 
bad been brought forward without notice; 
and the >ery circumstance itself proven ted 
the possibility of notice being given. Notice 
could not lJC given, for the occasion did not 
arise till the stranger appeared in the House 
-and it was required that in such a case 
action shonlc! be tRkcn at once. Therefore, 
on the appctLrancc of a. strnngcr in the House, 
the right to question his prem.1nc0 immcditttely 

accrueiL The present case, he believed, was 
one that rcstecl entirely with the House. In 
what he had said he had stated what were his 
opinions on the subject; and, no doubt, other 
honorable members woulcl give their opinions 
upon it. In conclusion, he would say that 
pcnonally he had no wish that Mr. Sandeman 
should lose his scat. The question that had 
to be deciderl was one of great importance, 
and was the first of the kind that had arisen; 
and as the decision that might be come to 
would create a precedent for cases of a similar 
kind in future, the question was one that was 
worthy of the consideration of the House. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS main­
tained that the question was not one of privi­
lege according to the definitions of privilege 
in " May's Parliamentary Practice." The 
motion had been brought forward apologeti­
cally by both the mover and seconder. They 
said they were very sorry at having to bring 
fonvard the motion. But it was quite well 
known that their reason for bringing forward 
the motion was a wish to exclude the vote of 
the gentleman alluded to, because it would be 
in favor of the Government. As to the ques­
tion of law·, the opinion of the Imperial Crown 
Law Oflicers rested on the words "failure to 
attend" ; but the construction they put upon 
those words was that there must be a wilful 
failure. Now in the case before the House 
there was no wilful failure to attend. No 
doubt Mr. Sandcman was absent, but he 
could not have anticipated that the session 
would have come so abruptly to a close ; and 
might therefore have expected that, on his 
return from Sydney, he would be in time to 
comply with the requirements of the Consti­
tution Act. The present case seemed to him 
to be one with respect to which the House 
ought to take evidence, instead of jumping at 
a conclusion, as honorable members were 
asked to do by the motion before the House. 
By the 18th Standing Order, a member 
might be absent for fourteen clays without 
leave ; but if the session did not last for that 
length of time, how could there be a breach 
of privilege on his part by his being absent ? 
The 18th Standing Order said-

" No member shall absent himself during the 
session for more than fourteen dnvs at a time 
without express leave of the House ; and any 
member wilfully infringing this order shall be 
held guilty of contempt." 

Now, the gentleman alluded to could not be 
deemed guilty of contempt, as he had not 
been wilfully absent for fourteen days, but 
was absent for only three or four days, and 
that on urgent private business. t:lection 
seven of the Constitution Act, relating to the 
Assembly, said, in effect, that if P"ny member 
should fail to attend for a whole session, his 
seat should, on that account, become vacant. 
Now, there was no such failure, wilfully, on 
the 11art of l\lr. Sandcman, for he ]Jad, by 
the 18th Slam}ing Order, tl right to be 
absent for fourteen 'clay~ without permi~sion. 
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Such standing order took away from this case 
any ground of imputation that Mr. Sande­
ma~, in being absent during last session, 
whrch was 1rought to a close with unexpected 
a1ruptness, was guilty of contempt, or had 
committed a breach of the privileges of the 
House. If the House had sat for a few 
days longer, Mr. Sandeman might have been 
able to take his seat. The case, he main­
tained, vras one that could not l;e decided 
by the House without evidence, so that 
honorable members might know the grounds 
on which they were called to give a decision. 
The House of Commons rules stated, in 
regard to such a case as the one now before 
the House, that where there was any doubt 
as to matters of fact, it was customary to 
refer the question to a committee. Now, ho 
believed that if Mr. Sandeman were allowed 
to give evidence, he 'vould be able to shew 
that there was no wilful absence on his part. 
'!'his was a case with which they could not 
deal upon mere assertion, but upon which, if 
they were to deal with it at all, they must, 
according to precedent, obtain evidence. If, 
in such cases, they were to act upon the 
assertion of an honorable member in similar 
eases, it would become altogether unnecessary 
to have a committee of elections and qualifi­
cations. 'l'he question the House was now 
called upon to decide, was one of peculiar 
niceness ; as the decision that might be come 
to would amount, necessarilY, to a determina­
tion as to what constituted "a failure to 
attend;" and what amount of inconYenience 
would entitle an honorablo member to be 
absent during a session, however brief, with­
out leave being asked and granted. He 
ventured to predict that, if an inquiry were 
made, it would be found that Mr. Sandeman 
did intend to take his scat within the fourteen 
days' absence allowed by the 18th Standing 
Order. The honorable gentleman who 
brought the question forward, had men­
tioned the conduct of :Mr. Sandeman, in 
appearing in the House, as being a breach of 
privilege. Now, he maintained that, if 
such was his opinion, the motion of the 
honorable member ought to have been 
written diflerently from what it was, in 
order to conform with the clause of the 
Constitution Act. The motion did not set 
forth that the taking of a seat in the House 
by Mr. Sandeman was a 1rcach of privi­
vilege ; and, therefore, it did not conform 
with the clause of the Act upon which 
it professed to be based. In conclusion, he 
would ask the ruling of the honorahle the 
Speaker as to whether the motion should not 
distinctly set forth that a breach of privilege 
had been committed by Mr. Sandeman, and 
whether, if it did not do so, the House could 
entertain the motion in its present shape. 

The SPEAKER said he did not consider that 
the auestion that had been raised was at all 
one ~f privilege. 

Mr. ATKIN said he considered that, divested 
of all the legal verbiage wilh which the honor-

able the Minister for Lands had endcavorcd 
to invest it, the question came to be solely 
one as to the interpretation of a clause of the 
Constitution Act. 'l'hc honorable the Sneaker 
had said that the question was not one of vrivi­
lege, l;ut that it was a question which had to be 
decided by the House. 

Tbe SPEAKER stated that a new writ could 
not be issued for the election of a member 
for the Leichhardt until the scat had been 
declared vacant by a resolution of tlw House. 

l'.fr. AT KIN : vV ell, the question was one 
that hacl to be clccidccl on the common sense 
interpretation of a simple section of the Con­
stitution Act. In the cases referred to the 
Imperial Crown Law Offieors, the circum­
stances were verv different from those of the 
present case. The session in the case alluded 
to was an extraordinary one, and the members, 
who were 64,0 miles distant, had not had 
sufficient notice of the meeting of I'arliament 
to enable them to attend before the session 
was brought to a close. But in the case now 
before the House, special default was alleged. 
It was well known that notice of the meeting 
of Parliament was gi>en some months before 
the meeting took place ; and though JVJ r. 
Sandeman was in Brisbane twenty-four 
hours before Parliament met, and had 
full knowledge that the House was to meet 
on the following clay, he wilfully neglected 
to attend. And he would ask the honor­
able the Colonial Secretary if it was not the 
fact that he had in his pos8ession a letter 
from Mr. Sandeman, intimating his resigna­
tion of his seat- for the Leichhardt, if he, 
the 11rcsent Colonial Secretary, desired to nsc 
it. The honorablc the Minister for Lands 
had referred to the 18th Standing Order, and 
maintained that it gave permission to an 
honora1le member to be a1sent without leave 
for a period of fourteen ~1ays. But, before 
that order could take eflect, the honorable 
member must make his appearance in the 
House during the session. N mv, J\fr. 
Sandeman did not do so. Besides, the 
Standing Orders could not over-ride an Act 
of Parliament. The qnc~tion in the case of 
"Flcmming and Sandeman," which -vvas re­
ferred to the Imperial Crmvn Law Officers, 
was as to ·whether they were wilfully absent; 
and it was found that they were not wilfully 
a1sent. In the present case, Mr. Sanclcman 
was wilfully absent. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said he had 
been asked by the honorable member who 
last addressed the House, if it was not a 
fact that he had in his 11ossession the resigna­
tion of Mr. Sandeman, when he left the citv 
prior to the mf.'eting of Parliament, last se~­
sion ; and, in reply to that question, he had 
to state that he never had the resignation of 
J\fr. Sandeman in his possession ; nor did he 
1elicve that l'lir. Sandeman ever intended to 
send in his J;esignation. 

Mr. LILLEY said that in the case of" Flcm­
ing and 8ancleman," he took some inte­
rest when it was brought before the House, 
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beei.Luse he had some doubt as to · , ,w@'')st1ght to have attended; and any 
seats had become vacant; and he Wt cl; tfq V _ :ti'J'd\,.~e member who was not present, must 
find that his opinion was supportecl by- e the consequences. 
Imperial Crown Law Olliccrs. The question :i\!fr. HALY said he never was more as· 
was at first referred to a committee, and it tonished in his life than when he heard 
was found to be a question of such a nature, it proposed to declare the seat for the 
that the committee coulcl not deal with it- Leichhardt vacant, on the ground that the 
tlmt it was, in fact, a question tlmt must be honorable member, JHr. Samleman, had been 
dealt with by the Assembly. In the present absent for a whole session. How could it be 
case, the question as to the vacancy of the said that the last meeting of Parliament was 
seat for the Leichharclt had been mixed up a whole session when, in fact, there was not 
·with a question of pri,·ilege. The whole a single Bill passed? He was present for 
question, he thought, vYas this-that a stranger only one day; and, if he had been prevented 
had no right to sit in the House and take part by any accidental occurrence from reaching 
in the debates. Now, he maintained, that tlm Brisbane at the time he did, his seat would, 
House was the only competent authority to by the opinion of honorable gentlemen 
decide, that a stranger had no right to opposite, also have had to be declared vacant. 
occupy a scat and take part in the debates. Now, they had, he maintained, to decide this 
The right to hold a seat in the House was question according to common sense, and not 
obtained by election, and by conforming with by law ; and every northern member should 
certain conditions l'rcscribed by an Act of boar in mind that he might, by a variety of 
Parliament ; and by committing a breach circumstances, over >Yhich he could have no 
o£' those conditions, a member ceased to have control, be prevented from reaching Brisbane 
a right to occupy a seat in the House. The in time to attend Parliament during such a 
langu11ge of the Constitution Act was clear short session as the last. As had been 
and distinct upon the point. The clause pointed out, the 18th Standing Order allowed 
relating to the question, stated that the a member to be absent for fourteen days 
absence of a member for a whole session without obtaining leave, and the session did 
rendered his seat vacant ; and all the House not bst fourteen clays. If he had not been 
now had to do was to order that a new writ present, he certainly should have maintained 
should be issued for the election of a member that his seat had not become vacant. The 
for the Leichhardt. There was no need question was one of the greatest importance, 
whatever for tt committee of inquiry in this and he thought it was one which should be 
case. JYir. Sandeman had timely knowledge left entirely to the House to decide. 
of Uw meeting of Parliament; but he left the The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC W onKs 
town about twenty-four hours preyious to the observed that he coulll not say he know 
meeting, and there was no leave of absence exactly what the question was ; and, before 
for him entered on the journals of the he voted. he should like to know what would 
House. As to the 18th Standing Order, he be the result. He desired to know the 
maintained that no standing order could question before the B ouse, ere he made a 
over-ride the provisions of the Constitution few remarks upon the subject. 
Act; ancl it seemed quite clear to him that The Hon. A. MACALISTEll was proceeding 
the seat for the Leichhardt had been rendered to explain, when 
vacant by the absence of Mr. Sandeman for The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WORKS said 
one whole session. He did not think it was he simply asked the Speaker upon which 
necessary for the House to enter into the question he was to address the House? 
question as to whether the honorable member The SPEAKER: The question is, whether 
intended to be absent or not; and he must this is a Question of Privilege. 
say that he understood it was not the intention The SECRETARY FOlt PUBLIC WORKS: 
of Mr. Sandeman to be present. The last Then, if the House divided, and the question 
session vms the annual session, and full notice was carried as one of privilege, what would 
was giycn of the time of meeting. be the result of that P 

An HoNORABLE ME~IBER : No supplies The Hon. R. PmNG: A new writ. 
were granted. The SPEAKER : Before the new writ can be 

Jl.!fr: LrLLEY: Of course not, for the House issued, the motion must be made that the 
did not sit long enough to admit of supplies seat is vacant. 
being granted. It was not an extraordinary The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC vVoRKS : 
session. It >ms not one, as in the case that Then, he found that honorable members had 
had been alluded to, for the purpose merely been occupying time uselessly. It would 
of passing a Pleuro-pneumonia Bill. It vYas have been much better if the Speaker's 
worse; and if he cared to describe it, he felt opinion had been taken in the first instance; 
he would have to do so in terms that were and then, at any rate, the House would have 
scarcely allowed to be used by honora ble proceeded in something like a systematic 
members in the House. He would only, manner. He had been informed, and for 
therefore, repeat that it was not a session some time he had known, that there existed 
called for by any extraordinary circumstance ; in the city of Brisbane a society for the 
and it was a session which every honorable advancement and propagation of liberal idea~, 
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for ensuring the good government of the 
colony. If the present proceeding ;; as to be 
taken as evidence of liberality, he did not 
think much good would arise from the labors 
of that association. Though he took that 
view, yet he must congratulate the society 
upon the converts that its members appeared 
to have made in so short a time. What ;ms 
the question? That one of the most import­
ant constituencies in the colony shoulJ be 
virtually disfranchised for the session ; that 
because a certain honorable member chose to 
say that a certain other honorable member 
did not mean to attend the House, the 
Assembly were to refuse to take this mem­
ber's word, and the word of others who could 
bear testimony in his support, and decide 
that the honorable member for Leichhardt 
should not take his seat in the House, this 
session. The Opposition said that the honor­
able member intended to resign, and that 
they knew it; and they would not take his 
word to the contrary. They intended to 
exercise their voting power of a majority, 
and were determined that they would_ dis­
franchise a large and important constituency, 
because, as the honorable member for Burnctt, 
Jl,Ir. Haly, had said, it was a northern con­
~tituency. \Vas that beginning the session 
m a proper way P Even though the honor­
able member di~ intend to resign, was that 
the way to be gm the work of the country P 
-in spite of the Speaker's ruling, and in 
spite of the honorable member's, Jl,fr. Sancle­
man's, own word. If that ;vas the way a 
majority of the House would act, if the ques­
tion went to a vote-to the detriment of a 
large constituency-he could not regard it as 
liberality. ·what were the arguments of the 
honorable member for Fortitude Valley? 
That the_ House had a right to declare a 
stranger m the House, he (the Secretary for 
Public ·works) granted; but surely that 
honorable m cm ber could not maintain that a 
gentleman returned to the Assembly by a 
large constituency was a stranger-he could 
not say that !fr. Sandeman, who sat in every 
Parliament of this colony, was a stranger. 
However, the question ·was to be tried. 
His own conviction, before coming to the 
House, was that the honorable member 
for Leichhardt had forfeited his scat ; but 
that was not his opinion no;v. After hearing 
the arguments of his honorable colleague, 
the Minister for Lands, he did not think so. 
Till he heard those arguments, he was pre­
pared to vote ;Yith honorable members on 
either side of the House who 11roposed to 
deal with the matter in proper form ; but he 
was HO>Y cmwinccd that the seat was not for­
feited, and that :Mr. Sandcman must have 
been fourteen days absent without leave 
before his seat should become forfeited. He 
could not conceive how, even for party pur­
poses, any other construction could be put 
upon ihc Standing Orders. The House, no 
doubt, had power to .declare the seat vacant; 

but if ihey did so, it would be a violation of 
precedent. It was laid down in " May," 
that 

" Whenever ::my question is raised affecting the 
seat of a member, ancl involving m"tters of doubt., 
either in law or in fact, it is customary to refer it 
to the consideration of a committee. * * * 
This practice, in fact, extends to members whose 
seats are callccl.in question by any member of the 
House, the same protection as that afforded in the 
case of controverted elections." 

He believed that if the honorable member 
who was treated in the ruthless way attempted, 
should have to vacate his seat, it would be 
solely for party purposes. He regretted that 
the Speaker's first ruling, and the advice he 
had thought fit to give, had been set at 
nought. The circumstances under which 
!fr. Sancleman had not attended 'IV ere excep­
tional. He asked the House to take them 
into consideration. \Vho could have expected 
that the session would so soon have termi­
nated P He asked the honorablc member for 
Fortitude Valley, was it to be expected that 
any honorable member could suppose-did 
he, himself, supposc--,-that in two days the 
strong Lillcy Goyernment would be U}1Sct? 
\V ere not they all taken by surprise; were 
they not all shocked; was not the country 
shocked, at the way in which the session 
closed P The honorable member for Leich­
hardt was shocked and surprised. Could he 
expect that advantage would be taken of his 
absence from two sittings? However anxious 
honorablo members might be for a party 
triumph, do not let them single out individu­
als to suffer. This should not be, however 
anxious some of them might bo for position, 
place, or ]Jay. He hoped that honorable 
members on the opposite side of the House 
would assent to the Speaker's ruling, and 
allow the public business to go on. 

Mr. SANDE.llAN rose and said he claimed 
the privileges of a member of the House. 

J\1r. J~rLLEY: He is not a member. 
The Hon. lt. PmNG: This a question of 

privilege. I object to the honorable member 
addressing this House, because his conduct 
is in question. Nobody ever heard, when an 
honorable member's conduct is in question, 
that he should speak in the House. He 
ought to have retired long ago. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : Before the 
House divides on this question, whether it is 
a question of privilege or not, I should like 
to say a very few words to them. The whole 
question, I presume, will hinge upon the 
division; und if the decision be that this is a 
question of privilege, it will be a case, then, 
of might oYercoming right; for I have no 
doubt that the majority will resolve also that 
the scat is vacant. Before voting in this 
way, I should like certainly to call the 
attention of honorable members who do not 
come to this House simply for party purposes, 
but to legislate for the good of the colony 
and their constituents-l do not address 
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myself at all to the party mrmbors of the 
House, to mcml1crs who make this sim1Jly a 
rarty question, thinking they will do their 
duty if they cle1Jri1'e us of one vote and 
clio,fl'anchise a large constituency ; or to those 
who think this ·will be one rung of the ladder 
to office gaincrl ;-I address myself to honor­
able mornlJers who do not want office, 
who think for themselves, and ·dw !1re 
independent of party ;-I should like to call 
their attention to the fact, th!1t it is a very 
serious matter to consider which is now before 
them. They are asked to say that an honor­
ablo member 1Yho was absent two sitting clays 
shoulJ. therefore forfeit his scat, and that his 
constituency shall be virtually disfranchised. 
That is the vmy to look at it. "\Yho in the 
House would be safe, with such a precedent 
established P The honoralJle member's con­
stituency will suffer, if the House carries the 
motion in the aJlirmativc. Can 1ve in any 
way control the elements ? Can we bring 
northern members down, in spite of wind and 
waves P Can we be Hnre of our horses not 
knocking up, or of floods not detaining us, 
or of anything in the chapter of accidents 
not preventing any lwnorable member of the 
House being here two days after meeting? 
It is not a question whether Mr. Sancleman 
is hero or not. Neither you nor I can lmmv 
anything about lHr. Sandeman's intentions ; 
nobody knows but himself. If he were 
allowed to sreak, I dare say he would tell 
you that he could not attend the House at 
that time. and that he had no intention of 
sto}Jping "away for the session. I know as 
much about his intention as any ouc, as I 
ha ye already slated, in explanation. Now, I 
a;k the independent and imrartial members, 
1vill they disfranchise a constituency, because 
the member representing that constituency 
cannot get hero to take his place "1\·ithin two 
days after the House meets; and when he has 
it "before 1im, in our ovn1 Standing Orders, 
that lte may, without leave or license, Le 
absent for fourteen days P I say any honor­
ablc member, living at a distance from town, 
would think himsdf perfectly safe, if business 
detained him in the country, in absenting 
himself for that time without special leave, 
lot alone for only two clays. \:Ye have h!1cl 
instances of members abs;mting themselves 
from the House without any lt>ave for fourteen 
days. It has always ])(·en the rule, since I 
1Jecamo a mqmber of this House, that a mcm­
]Jcr can do ''hat he likes with himself for 
fourteen days-unless there is a call of the 
Jf ouse. Mind, we are establishing a danger­
ous precedent if ;ye vote in the aflirmativo on 
this question. It "\\-ill be in the po1ver of any 
party in the House to declare any Sl:.tt 
vacant. This is leading up to it. " .Mr. So­
and-so does not behave l1imsdf as he ought 
to do; he laughed at my speech the other 
night; that is not right; and I move that his 
seat is vacant." That is what it ·will be next. 
I ·was very f'Ort'J to hear the houorablo and 
leamcd JllemLer for Fortitude Valley saying 

that the honorable member for Loichharclt 
was a stranger in the House. Now, I should 
haYe CX}JOCtod a lawyer of that honorable 
member's standing to require proof th!1t Mr. 
Sancleman was utterly unable to attend the 
House. 

JYir. LrLLEY: I say the records of the 
House show it. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY: The records of 
the House shew nothing at all - nothing 
whatever. I should like to sec the honorable 
gentleman point out to me what they say. 

.Mr. LrLLEY: The fact that J\l[r. Sam1P­
man's name does not appear on the records is 
very good evidence. And, it is also in the 
knowledge of many honorable members of 
thiq Ho~se that JYir. Sandeman was not in 
attendance. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY: I suppose 
every member >Yhoso name does not appear 
should vac!lte his seat P He might have been 
present, notwithstanding. If that should be 
the rule, it would be of very groat incon­
venience. It is the last thing that I would 
have thought of, moving that an honorablo 
member's seat is vacant merely because he 
was not here on two sitting clays. But if 
tl1is question must go to a division, none of 
those honorable members-the glorious six!­
who formed that minority in the diYision 
w hi eh terminated the last session ought to 
vote : it was mainly through their inability to 
do their duty, to mrry on the public business, 
that the session did not go on, and that there 
was a recess of over six weeks. lt1y honor­
alJle colleague, the :Minister for Lands, has 
poiutPrl out to me a letter of the honorable 
the lale Attorney-General. The honorable 
member opposite argues so well both ways on 
this question-he gave us an example of his 
quality, this evening ;-formerly on one side, 
now on the other. Either side of the ques­
tion, he will give us his reasons, and make a 
speech with equal readiness. But I will not 
trouble the House by reading extracts from 
his letter. I regret very much thttt he is not 
on this side of the House, because the honor­
able gentleman 1Yould have argued as well 
for u~ as he has done for the Opposition; 
and, better, as his sym1mthies arc with this 
side and with the constituency which it is 
now sought to disfranchise. I ask, again, the 
independent members of this House not to 
disfranchise the constituents who are not the 
least in fault. 

Dr. O'DoHERTY, as one of the independent 
members of the House, and assuring the honor­
ablo the Colonial Secretary that he was neither 
looking for office nor expecting anything else 
from lris }1l"csent action, must say a word 
in explanation of the vote he should give on 
this matter. It seemed to him that the ques­
tion had been 1mt in the most conclusive 
manner to the House by the honorable and 
learned member for Fortitude Valley, who 
bad deprived it of all legal quibble anll con­
fusion with which it hacl been surrounded by 
the honorable the Secretary for Public Lands 
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Ho could not sec the difficulty of the House 
interpreting the seventh clause of the Legis­
lative Assembly Act, which stated in em­
}Jhatic terms that if any member of the 
Assembly should, for onp whole session, with­
out permission, fail to give his 11ttendance in 
the House, "his seat in such Assembly 
shall thereby become vacant." They could 
not possibly pretend to have doubts 11bout 
that l11nguage. 'l'he Minister for Lands 
had referred to the Standing Orders, which 
stated that a member coulcl absent himself 
for fourteen clays, without leave. But it 
seem eel to him (Dr. 0' Doherty) perfectly 
clear that that Standing Order was made for 
a different purpose from that to which the 
honorable gentleman applied it : and that its 
intention >~·as that the session must last over 
fourteen days to allow of the Standing Order 
coming into operation. And, if the session 
did not last fourteen days, the se>enth clause 
of their constitution must have effect. The 
honorable member for Burnett, nl[r. Haly, 
spoke strongly of the possible harm to be 
done to northern members, by the members 
for Brisbane and Moreton disfranchising the 
distant constituencies ; but he was not correct 
in his assumption, and could not igno1·e the 
law. Granted, it might be unjust to Mr. 
Sandeman, whom he (Dr. O'Doherty) would 
be very glad always to see in the House. 
He did not say this in any apologetic spirit, 
at all; but he most candidly and honestly 
averred that there was no member of the 
House he would more cordially greet as a 
member tlmn the late honorable member for 
the Leichhardt, .M:r. Sandcman. But, the 
House must go by their constitution, or it 
would be best not to have an Act at all. 
According to the strict letter of the Act, the 
honorable member's seat was vacant; and, 
therefore, de facto, the honorable member had 
no business in the House ; and, de facto, the 
motion of the honorable member for Eastern 
Downs for the issue of a writ ought to be in 
order. 

Mr. SANDE:IiAN asked permission of the 
House to speak. 

The Hon. R. PRING objected. He would 
take the sense of the House, whether :Nir. 
Sandeman was in a position with a right to 
address the House. He had been designated 
as ·a stranger by everyone--

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \VoRKS : No, 
no. 

The Hon. R. PRING: He had been desig­
nated as a stranger by the honorablo member 
for Fortitude Valley, and by himself, and by 
others. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC vVoRKS : That 
was not everybody. It ap11eared to him that 
the honorable the Speaker would be declared 
a stranger presently ;-his ruling was taken 
exception to, and his advice disregarded. 
'l'he question was, whether the honorable 
member for J_,cichhardt should have the 
opportunity to address the House, before 
they decided on a question afl:ecting his posi-

tion. He (the Secretary for Public VVorks) 
asked the Speaker if the honorable member, 
Mr. Sandeman, should not speak? 

Mr. LrLLEY: On that point of order, he 
begged to say that he did not wish to throw 
any impediment in the way of the honorable 
member for Leichhardt addressing the House, 
if he could do so within the meaning of the 
Act, but, on his conviction, the honomble 
member's seat was vacant, and the House 
could not recognise him at all, and could not 
hear him speak. The question was one of 
privilege-there was a stranger in the H:msc! 

n1r. JoRDAN rose to speak, but was mter­
ruptecl by 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC vVoRKS, who 
said he should like the question answered, 
whether the honorable member for Leich­
harclt had not a right to address the House? 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY: His conduct 
being under discussion. 

The SPEAKEll : I think the motion has not 
yet been carried. I do think the honorablc 
member, with all fairness and all justice, has 
a right to speak. 

Ji!Ir. LILLEY: I move, sir, tbat your last 
decision be referred to this House. It is a 
monstrous thing that a person whose right to 
sit is under discussion is to bo pcrmi ttecl to 
address this House-that we cannot our­
selves decide who h11s a right to sit aml 
speak in this H ouso. 

'l'ho Hon. R PmNG: I second it. 
Mr. FYFE said he had listened attentively 

to the debate, aud he foLmcl himself placed 
in a very peculiar position, in11smuch as he 
occupied the seat previously occupiecl by .l\lr. 
nl[ilford, who was obliged to retire in confor­
mity with the Act of Parliament which had 
been several times referrccl to. Nh. JYiilforcl 
did not occupy his scat in the House during 
a whole session of Parliament, the last. Now, 
if he (Mr. Fyfc) should yote with the Gov­
ernment, he would be in a false position, so 
far as an· Parliamentary precedents were con­
cerned; and it would be dangerous to initiate, 
to-clay, a 11recedent contrary to the constitu­
tion. Notwithstanding apparent severity, the 
law was clear, and the law should be carried 
out: the seat was, in his humble judgment, 
vacant. If he should vote with the·Govern­
ment·in favor of Mr. Sandeman retaining his 
seat as a member of the House, he should go 
back to his constituents at l{ockhampton, and 
let Mr. Milford return to the House in his 
place. He trusted that both sides of the 
House would see the difficulty in which he 
stood. He conceived it to be his duty not to 
vote at all. 

The Hon. A. MACALISTER : A question 
of order, he understood, was before the 
House? 

Ji!Ir. LrLLEY: I will amend the form of my 
motion. I now move, formally, lYfr. Speaker, 
that your last ruling be disagreed to. 

Question 1mt, and the House dividing, ob­
jection was made i.o .i\fr. Sandeman's Yotc by 
Messrs. Macalister, Lilley, and Pring. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I think the general rule­
when an honorable member's case is under 
consideration-when a member is interested 
in the vote, applies; and that he should >rith­
clraw·. 

The SECRETARY FOR l)UBLIC WORKS: Do 
you rnle that ho cannot vote P 

At this stage, ~Ir. Sanclcman retired below 
the bar, and the division was taken :-

Ayes, 15. 
:Jir. FrasAr 

,. Bell 
Miles 

, :Jicihvraith 
, Thornton 

Groom 
, Jordan 
, Atkin 

Dr. l~enson 
2\Ir. :t~Umondstone 
, ~tephens 

Dr. 0' Jlohcrty 
:UJr. Pring 

,J I1illey 
, ::nacalister. 

'1\oes, 10. 
:.\fr. l)almer 

, rrhompson 
1Villian1S 
rrhorn 
Hn.ly 
Roytls 
Perrett 
:E'orbe~ 
Wnlsh 
Ramsav. 

Quest£on-Is the motion now before the 
House a Question of Privilege P 

Mr. JoRDAN said he had listened to the 
arguments which had been adduced on both 
sides of the House, aml he tlwught it quite 
likelv that the honorable member for Forti­
tndc"Valley was correct in his O]Jinion, as far 
as the law was cvncernecl. Yet there was a 
more important Plement in the matter. He 
was not quite satisfied that, by following the 
words of the law on this question, the House 
;Yould not be committing error. He could 
not hide from his own mind the fact that the 
circumstances of the present case were very 
Jleculiar. The session lasted but two clays, 
and the House had no evidence whate>cr 
before them as to the intention of the horror­
able member for Leichharclt to absent him­
self during the whole session. He was, 
therefore, rather disposed to take that gentle­
man's evidence that his absence during the 
last session was accidental, and tha-t he 
did not intend it to last for the session;­
especially after what they had heard fi:om 
the Premier-which he (l11r. Jordan) was 
very glad to hear-that he had not had 
in his possession the resignation of the 
honorable member for Leichharclt, and 
that he knew the honorable member 
had not intended to absent himself during 
the session. After that, the House must 
be satisfied that JYir. Sandeman's absence 
was accidental; and he (Nir. Jordan) could 
not but think that the House would be doing 
the honorable member an injustice-at least, 
that they would be acting ungenerously, and 
taking an unfair advantage of the circnm­
Rtances in which he had been placed, if they 
JlOW decided that his scat wtts yacant. He 
thought the House must take into account 
the interests of the colony, an cl that honorablc 
members mn~>t not take achantage of each 
other-one 1)arty over the other party-for the 
sake of a vote. He could quite understand 
how the honorablc member for Fortitude 
Y p,]ley and the honorablc pJember for Burnett, 

R 

Mr. Pring, should advocate this question 
from their strong leanings to the mere law 
of the case. As lawyers, they could simply 
take that view of it; but independent members 
of the House could take a broader >iew of it; 
and he was inclined to take the generous >iew 
of it. He thou<Tht it very likel v that the loss 
of one >~te, no,;, would be very impOTtant to 
his side of the House; but he could not see his 
way, generously and fairly, to turn a member 
out of his scat; and he should be taking a 
mean advantage of his opponent, if he clicl so. 
In this case, he should vote with the Govern­
ment. 

1'he CoLONIAL TREASURER : As the hon­
orable member for Loichhardt was not 
allowed to speak for himself, and as he lmp­
pened to know something of the circum­
stances under which the honorahle member 
was absent from the House last session, 
he thought he should make some explana­
tion on his honorable friend's behalf. It 
so happened that the House met on a 
Tuesday, and that on the Saturday pre>ious 
he met i\1r. Sancleman on the Darling Downs. 
He knew that the honorahle member left 
Brisliane some days, perhaps a week before; 
anJ he was told by him, then, that he 
was extremely sorry he was obliged to leave 
on the eve of the House meeting, but that 
it was an important crisis in his affairs. He 
understood from him, since, that the honor­
able member had not had the least intention of 
absenting himself for the session. He might 
say, further, that l11r. Sancloman hac!. been 
returned three diifcrcnt times for the Lcich­
harclt, and that he httcl been very assiduous 
in his attendance in the House ; an cl it Jicl 
seem very hard that it should be contemplated 
by some of them, that an honorahle member 
who had sat there so long and so regularly 
should thus, by the motion before the House, 
be deprived of his seat. It might he in 
accordance with the strict interpretation of 
the Act, but the House must take notice of 
the matter. The question should be, whether 
it was advisable for the House to establish a 
precedent of the kind proposed. He should 
be very sorry if the House would adopt the 
motion. There was no saying what incon­
venience it might lead to hereafter. A similar 
case might arise at any time. It would he 
impossible, sometimes, for members at a 
distance in the west, to attend within a few 
clays after the opening of the session. He 
asked whether it could have been anticipated 
by any one that Parliament, which had not 
sat for seYen months, would close in two 
clays ? Besides, there were many occasions 
on which, looking ronnel the chamber at 
night, it would be found that many honorable 
members were not in attendance. He thought 
it would be a great injustice, certainly, not 
only to .Mr. t:landeman, but to the con­
stituency he represented, if his seat should 
be declared vacant. 

lVIr. FoRBES saicl he was sorry to see the 
Houtle resort to a t,yT!}ll]lical means to deprive 
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an honorable member of his seat and the 
Government of a vote. He thought that the 
honorable and learned member for Bnrnett, 
the honorable member for Eastern Dovms; 
and the honorable and learned member for 
Fortitude Valley, when they addressed the 
Assembly on the ease of Messrs. Sandeman 
and Fleming, took the same view as was 
even just now expressed by the Minister for 
Lands. 

'l'he Hon. R. PRING said he was sure he 
did not. 

J\fr. FormEs observed that he could not 
immediately refer to the papers, but he cer­
tainly felt that he rightly apprehended their 
intention, from the proceedings taken at the 
time. It was upon the honorable member 
for Burnett's motion that the case was referred 
to the Committee of Elections and Qualifica­
tions. However, there was not that strong 
wish to turn those gentlemen out for having 
absented themselves for the session, which 
was manifested in the present case. The 
most liberal construction should be put u1Jon 
the Act and upon the Standing OrdC'rs which 
were framed under that Act, and which were 
in conformity with its provisions. The Stand­
ing Orders allowed a member of the House 
to be absent without leave for fourteen days; 
and he maintained that the House wore 
bound by them, if they meant what they 
said, and a fair construction was put upon 
them. He appealed to honorablo members 
from a distance to say if they could tell 
whether at any time Mr. Sandoman's case 
might not be their own. He trusted that in 
other and more serious matters in which the 
privileges of the House were involved, honor­
able members would be equally observant 
and vigilant; matters far more important 
than the paltry and trifling one-the petty, 
mean, detestable thing-now brought forward 
for their consideration. It was of far higher 
consideration that a constituency shoulcT not 
be disfranchised than that an act of petty 
tyranny should be perpetrated under cover of 
the constitution. It had been assorted, and 
he had seen auth?rity for it, w hi eh he thought 
had been quoted m the House, that the ses­
sions of the House of Commons were called 
for the 1mrpose of voting supplies for the fol­
lowing year ; and that the annual session of 
the British Parliament must be taken to mean 
the session in which the annual sullply was 
granted to Her Majesty. If they had half-a­
dozen such sessions as the last, none of them 
would be the annual session properly so 
called. But honorable members on the Oppo­
sition side of the House took contracted 
views, and would go for nothing beyond the 
words written in the constitution ; they 
would not see the evils that must arise from 
such a course of procedure. The words­
nothing but the words !-they would stick to, 
and force upon the liberal members of the 
House ; but he trusted the House would put 
the most liberal construction upon the Act, 
and upon the Standing Orders, and that they 

would see the necessity of not making this 
case a precedent which would exhibit them 
as a disgrace to the whole colony. 

J\fr. GnooM said that however detestable 
the action taken by the Opposition side of the 
House might be to the honorablo member 
who just sat clown, he desired to state to the 
House and to his constituents 1vhy he should 
>oto for the motion. He did not blame the 
late Government, who had retired, it might 
be, ungraciously from their position last 
session, for the proceedings on this occasion; 
but he attributed those proceedings entirely 
to the present Government. He was justified 
in saying so. It was the usnal constitutional 
course, when a change of Government took 
place, for the incoming JY1inistry to be }WO­
viclcd with sufficient representatives in the 
House to declare on their behalf that they 
had taken office, and to move that their seats 
had thereby become vttcant. ·when the late 
JYiinistry had resigned, and their succc~Jsors 
went into office, the members forming the 
Opposition were prepared to give the in­
coming Government cordial support ; and 
what did they find? There were fourteen 
members on the Opposition side of the 
House, and thoro was but a solitary individual 
on the Ministerial side, and thoro was no 
quorum. Ho beliovE'd that the Government 
instructed their supporters to absent them­
selves, in order that there should be a 
prorogation. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY: No, no. 
Mr. GROO}II: It had been said in the 

House that the honorable members for 
Ipswich and vY est Moreton were instructed 
to absent themselves, the object being to 
incapacitate the honorablo member for 
vYarwick and the honorable member for 
ltockhampton from sitting. The last-Jlamccl 
gentleman was not able to take his scat. 
He (Mr. Groom) did not believe, that in the 
history of parliamentary government in 
Queensland, there was an 011position more 
generously clisposecl towards an in-coming 
Government than the present Opposition had 
been to the present GoYornment. The 
Minister for W orlcs, he saw, laughed at that; 
but the country laughed at the "fantastic 
tricks" played by that honorablo gentleman 
as a member of the Government. \Yith 
rC'fcronce to the gentleman most afl'octed by 
the motion before the House, he (Mr. Groom) 
looked upon Mr. Sandcman as ono of the 
most useful members of the House-ono who 
had distinguished himself, not by " tall talk," 
to use a Yankceism, but by services rendered 
to the House and the country; and his 
absence would be a loss to the House, and 
much to be regretted. He said this because 
he respected .Mr. Sam1eman; but he also 
respected the constitution under \\·hieh tlmt 
gentleman had been elected. The Govern­
ment themselves 1wre responsible for the 
meeting of Parliament in April being a 
session in the strict interpretation of the 
term. It had been so construed, according 
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to the Act, by the two ablest legal authoritic~ 
in the colony-infinitPly superior to the legal 
adviser of the present Government, as e~cn 
an outside constituency had expressed its ' 
O])inion upon his qualifications. Although ho 
(:\'fr. Groom) voted against the Speaker's 
ruling, in the last division, he felt the greatest 
respect for the opinion of an honoraLle 
gentleman who had presided over the dcli­
herations of the House so long, vvith distinc­
tion and dignity to himself and credit to the 
colony. Spite of the difficulties thrown in 
the way of the settlement of the question, he 
believed that, if honorablo members took a 
Jlhin practical view of it, there could he no 
doubt that the honorable member for J.;eich­
]Jardt had forfeited his sPat; and, so strongly 
(lid his constituents feel that such was tlie 
case, that a requisition from them had been 
signed and presented to an honorable gentle­
man in another 11lacc to come forward to 
represent them in the Assembly. It was his 
intention to vote for the motion of the honor­
nble member for Eastern Downs. 

'l'hc question was then put and affirmed. 
The 8Ecm;TARY FOR PunLrc LANDS Raid 

he believed the House had hitherto been dis­
cussing the question of l1l'ivilege. It now 
hc,came necessary for them to say whether 
they >Yonlcl follow on to a decision on the 
original qnC'stion brought forward by the 
lwuora hle member for Eastern Downs. vVlwn 
l1e addressed the House lwfore, he had not 
the advantage of knOVI'ing the opinions of the 
honorablc member for Fortitude Valley, who 
SC'emecl to hnvc tfLken, on a former occasion, 
somewhat the view which he (the Secretary 
for l'ublic Lands) took on this occasion. He 
should not have spoken twice, even though 
he had the right to do so, if he had not clis­
covcrecl what he hoped would throw some 
light on the question .. Mr. Lilley said-

" He thought that it was evidently intended 
that the House should exercise some discretion 
in the matter, and that it was left to them by 
the A et to dccbre the scuts varant or not in slwh 
mses, in order that thPy might take into consider­
ation the reasons for the absence of any honorablc 
111en1ber." 

As the honorable member now contended, 
no declaration of a vacancy was required 
-that ~1r. Sandeman's seat was de j(tcto 
yacant. Again-

" Put the case, that himself or the Colonial 
Srcrctary had been suddenly stretched on a bed 
of sickness during tl10 two elm's the House met, 
nnd were, in consequence, unable to attend within 
the meaning of the Act. It seemed to him that 
there must have been some reservation intended 
in cases of inevitable absence." 

Talcing that vie>v, with the fourteen days' 
a bscnce without leavC' allo>Hd by the Standing 
Orders, he contended more strongly than 
cn~er tllat there had been no wilful failure to 
attend on the 1mrt of the honorable member 
for Lcichharclt. If the Act ~aid that absence 
alone would make a vacancy, he V\·ould go no 

further; but it eX}Jressly us eel the words 
"fail to give his attendance," >vhich implied 
a wilful failure on the part of the person to 
attend. That was his contention ; and seeing 
that confirmation of his view, he thought 
himself justified in referring to it. 

The original question was then put, and 
the House divided :-

Ayes, 13. 
1\Ir. Atkin 
Dr. O'Doherty 
1:Ir. Stephens 

l! Miles 
, Edmondstonc 
, JJilley 

Dr. Renson 
JHr. :Fraser 
,, Groont 

;; ii~1r~,~·~L~th 
" Pring 
, ::.\Iacalistcr. 

Koes, 11. 
~Ir. Walsh 

1Villiams 
Fcrrett 
Thorn 
Porhes 
Royds 

:: ll;tly 
Jordan 

, r.l'hmnpson 
Palm er 

, Ramsay. 

THE OPENING SPEECH. 

'l'hc SPEAKER announced that he hacl, at 
an earlier period of the day, accompanied by 
honorablc members, attended His Excelleney 
the Governor in the LegislatiYe Council 
Clmmber, where His J~xcellency cleliverecl 
the Opening Speech of the present session 
of Parliament. For the purpose of securing 
greater accuracy, ho had obtained a copy of 
the S11ccch to lay before the House. He 
then read the 8peeeh at length. [Vide 
page l.J 

ADDRESS IN REPLY TO OPENING 
SPEECH. 

:Mr. FoRBES then moved-
1. That a Select Committee be appointed to 

prepare an Address in Reply to the Speech 
delivered by His Excellency the Governor, in 
opening thi8, the fourth session of the fourth 
Parliament of Queensland. 

2. That such Committee consist of the fol· 
lowing members, viz. :-The Colonial Secretary, 
Colonial Treasurer, .Mr. Ferrett, and the mover. 

The motion, which was seconded by :Mr. 
Ferrett, was agreed to ; and the Committee 
retired to prepare the Address. On their 
return, :Mr. Forlws presented the Address as 
prepared by the Committee. The Address, 
which was read by the Clerk, was as 
follows:-

"lVIAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,-

" 1. vVe, Her Majesty's loyal and dutiful sub­
jects, the Members of the Legislative Assembly 
in Parliament ass em bled, cksire to assure your 
:Excellency of onr continued loyalty and affection 
towards the Person and Government of our 
:Most Gracious Sovereign, and to tender our 
thanks to your Excellency for the Speech with 
which you have opened the present session. 

"2. The measures referred to by your Exccl­
lcney 8hall receive our most careful consideration, 
anr1 we trust that your anticipatians, as to the 
future prosperity of the colony, may be fulfilled." 
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Mr. FoRBES then moved-

That the Acldrcss in Reply to His Excellency's 
Opening Speech, as read by the Clerk, be now 
adopted by the House. 

In doing so, he saicl that he hacl never risen 
to address the House with more pleasure 
than on the present occasion. The occasion, 
so far as he was concerned, was, he must 
admit, an extraordinary one, and, therefore, 
he hoped the House would bear ·with him in 
discharging the duty that had been cast upon 
him. ln looking at the Speech, he thought 
that, on the whole, it was a speech that must 
meet with the concurrence of the House. 
Honorable members were, of course, aware 
of the difficult circumstances uucler which 
the present Government took office ; and, 
therefore, if there were faults in the Speech, 
the House, he thought, should bear with 
them. The gentlemen constituting the 
present Government did not ask for office. 
Indeed, as he understood, office had, in a 
sense, been forced upon them ; and, there­
fore, he maintained they were entitled, at the 
outset, at any rate, to the forbearance of 
honorable members. The first paragraph of 
the Speech related to the dPlay that hacl 
taken place in the furtherance of legislation. 
That was no fm1lt of the 1Jresent Government, 
but it was the fault of the preceding Govern­
ment. The late Government almost silently 
submitted to defeat, and till they could shew 
some good and sufficient reasons in reply to 
those ad vanceclagainstthem, and which secured 
their defeat, it could not be supposed that 
they, while bearing the censure of the House 
-such censure not being romoved-shoulll 
again obtain the confidence of the House, and 
be allowed to take office, if the Opposition suc­
ceeded in throwing out the present J\irinistry. 
He hoped that the fair play usually conceded 
to every Government on their first meeting 
the House, would be conceded to the present 
Government on this occasion. Excepting the 
honorable the Premier, every member of the 
present Ministry was entirely new to office. 
The first paragraph of the Spee.ch related to 
the delay that had taken place m matters of 
legislation. No>~", that delay was not at all 
owing to any conduct on the part of the pre­
sent Government, but vms whollv attributable 
to the conduct of the previous Governnwnt ; 
and until the late Government could shew 
something exculpatory of the charges brought 
against them, they must not expect to receive 
the confidence of the House, or to be sup­
ported in taking office if they should succeed 
in throwing out the present :Ministry. He 
hoped tlutt the same fair play that had been 
conceded to every .1\l:inistry wonlcl be conceded 
to the present Ministry; and honorable mem­
bers must recollect that, ·with the exception 
of the honorable the Premier, every honor­
able member of the :Ministry, as he hacl 
already stated, was new to oifice. It was 
deplora1le to think that the colony was a 
:rnil!in~1 and a quarter in debt--

Mr. GRomr: No, no. It is not cleplorahlc. 
Mr. FoRBllS : 'vVell, he thought it ·was 

deplorable that a small colony like this should 
be indebted to the extent of £1,250,000; and 
he was convinced that unless stringent mca­
sm·e:s were taken for the reduction of the 
debt, the amount would go on increasing; 
for he found that the annual deficiency 
amounted to between £27,000 aml £30,000 per 
annum. The late Government, when in 
office, had many opportunities of eflecting 
retrcmclnnent, but they did not avail them­
selves of those opportunities. VYhat steps 
did they take for that purpose? The honor­
ablc gentlemen who now occupied the front 
Opposition benches-what steps, he would 
like to aslc, did they take, while in office, to 
carry out the policy they at 1wcsent recom­
mended to the House ? He diclnot desire to 
dwell on the proceedings of the late Goyorn­
mcnt during the recess, because the facts 
s1Joke for themselves. Ho would only re­
mark that the whole of their conduct evinced 
a desire to court popularity; but he con­
sidered that a popular Government was a 
dangerous Government ;-it was brought 
about at the expense of the community, aml 
it was bought by the expenditure of the 
public money. There could be no doubt that 
the late Government sought }lopularity; and 
he held that, when a Government was what 
was c"tllcd a popular Government, it was 
what ought to be regarded aB a dangerous 
Government ;-for popularity was usually 
bought at the expense of the community. 
Popularity, so far as he had ever seen it in 
operation, was bought at the expense of the 
community, and was bought by the expendi­
ture of the public money-which expenditure 
was, of course, made with the view of 
securing lJopularity. NO>~", to such an extent 
had this craving for popularity gone that, 
he must say, it almost amounted to a cor­
ruption of the constitution of the colony. 
Every step had been taken to concluce to the 
promotion of the popularity of the late 
GoYcrnmcnt. It was a well-known fact 
that any Government that would carry 
out strictly, faithfully, ttncl honestly, mea­
sures that would be beneficial to tho 
permanent interests of the colony would 
be unpopular-especially with the larger 
constituencies. \Vhat, he would ask, had 
caused the present indebtedness of the colony? 
Hacl it not chiefly arisen from local expendi­
ture, aucl from the GoYernor being prossed 
to sign warrants for the CXl)encliture of money 
unauthorised by Parliament P They had the 
authority of Lord GranYille that such haJ 
berm the case. Perhaps some honorable 
members might tell him that he was wrong 
in saying that Executive authority supC'rseded 
Parliamentary authority. Now, he thought 
that the Auditor-General, from the way in 
which he hacl brought the matter before the 
House aml the country, clesoned the thanks 
of the House for the course he had pm·Silcd. 
J uclging by the report thv"t wv,s laid before 
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the House last session, every honorable mem­
ber, he thought, must admit that the Auditor­
General had done his duty to the country. 
In the despatch to which he alluded, Lord 
Granville stated that under no circumstances 
would he sanction certain local oxnonditurc. 
vVell, on account of this extra>agant local 
e:q1omliture, and partly also through neglect, 
it would be necessary to pass a Loan Bill to 
enable them to complete some of the unfin­
ished works of the colony. So far, therefore, 
he agreed with the second paragraph of the 
Opening Speech ; bnt he could not go farther 
at the 11rcsont time. ,IVhen the House came 
to consider the financial affairs of the colony, 
he thought it would be advisable to deal also 
·with the question of funding the debt of the 
colony; because he believed that, by adO}Jting 
such a course, the debt of the colony would 
be rendered less burdensome to the country. 
As to the sinking fund, which 1ms originally 
prO]JOsed, and to some extent acted upon, he 
thought it might have been so managed that 
the bonds, to meet 1vhich that fund >nts pro­
posed, migltt have been bought up, or nearly 
so. He would direct the attention of honor­
alJlc memlJers to the case of Jamaica. \Vhen 
lHr. Grant became Governor of that island, 
he found that t»o years' revenue was required 
to meet the expenditure of ono year ; but by 
the measures he adopted, and which included 
the funding ofthe dolJt, he succeeded in bring­
ing the annual cxpcnclituro within the annual 
amount of reyenuc. He hoped that honor­
able mcmiJers woulcl set themselves to bring 
about such a state of things in this country, 
r<cther than go rccldessly into public V\~orks, 
-at any rate, until it could be shown that 
such works would be reproductive. As 
to the matter of railways, it must be 
admitted that, at the outset, they had been 
misled. The statements upon which they 
were induced to enter upon the construction 
of railways were not correct. On the 
first introduction of the railway policy, they 
were assured that the raihmys could lJo 
construetcd for £4,000 per mile. Now, the 
report of the Engineer-in-Chief showed that 
the cost of constructing the railway to Dalby 
ha cl Leen £275,349altogether, or, on an average, 
£5,587 per mile ; and he believed the cost of 
constructing the line to \Y anYick would be 
double the amount of the estimate-or, in 
other wards, that it would amount to £5,990 
per mile. At the commencement of their 
railway undertakings, it was agreed that 
there should be a sinking fund for the re­
demption of the loan, and that the moneys 
obtained by tho sale of lands through which 
the lines might pass, should be placed to the 
account of such fund; so that those districts 
should virtually ray for the construction of 
the railways by which they >Yould be benefited. 
That intention-a good one, without doubt­
was, like many other good intentions, never 
carried out. \Vith respect to the steamers, 
he would not go so far as to censure the late 
Gorernment in the matter.. The late Go>crn· 

ment was placed under very peculiar circum­
stances at the time when the contract as to 
the steamers was entered into. Therefore, 
rather than blame the late Government for 
the action they took on that occasion, he 
would prefer to defend them, considering the 
peculiar circumstances in which they were 
placed at the time. He thought it was a pity 
that the members of the late Government 
gave up the reins of government in so easy 
a way as they did; and he considered that if 
they had not themsel>es thought that they 
deserved to be turned out, they would not 
ha>e giYen up so easily. The next varagraph 
ofthe Speech related to the profitable working 
of the railways. Now, he thought, it would 
be most desirable that the passenger and 
tmffic charges should be fixed by Act of 
Parliament. He next came to the 11aragraph 
in the Opening Speech relating to the collec­
tion of customs. Honorable members must 
know that when the existing Customs Con­
tinuation Act came to an end, it would be 
necessary for the Goyernment to ask for a 
renewal of it. Now, he thought that the 
Goyernment should not bo judged too harshly, 
especially when the circumstances under 
which they took office 1vere taken into eon­
sideration. Another prorosition in the Speech 
was, that there should be introduced a Bill 
to provide for additional representation. 
Now, nothing would please him more than 
that the Government should come for»ard 
and say that such was their rolicy as regarded 
electoral reform, and that they \Youlcl stand 
or fall by it. As to the seventh paragraph of 
the Opening Speech, he fully agreed with it. 
A system of railways was there projected 
which it was proposed should be raid for by 
grants of land in alternate blocks along the 
line through which the railways might pass. 
But, in order to the carrying out of such a 
policy in a satisfactory manner, it was 
a!Jsolutely necessary that there should be at 
the head of affairs, men in whom the House 
had the utmost confidence. X ow, he believed, 
that if something approaching to the 
original proposition for · the construction 
of railways had been proposed by the 
late Ministry, they would have recei>cd 
the support of both branches of the Legisla­
ture. But such had not been the case. 
vYhen he came to look at the speech of 
the Go>ernor, last session, he could not see 
any great difference between it and the one 
now IJefore the House. The only difference 
was, that the late Ministry intended to bring 
forward a Re-distribution of Electorates Bill 
and a re>ision of the electoral law; but he 
could not look upon that as important, because, 
as long as honorable members objected to 
the repeal of the two-thirds clause of the 
Constitution Act, and that clause was not 
repealed, he considered the late Go>emment 
could not be in earnest in their desire for 
reform. vVith that two-thirds clause as a 
stumbling-block staring them in the face, 
how could they enunciate ~uch. a policy, and, 
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Low could he take their word? Of course, 
the late Government wore going in strongly 
for railway extension. As their railway 
policy was in 1864, so it would be in 1870 : 
they would proceed ~without any data as to 
the prolmblc revenue to be derived, 'Yhat the 
cost of the works, and what the good of them 
to the country. A railway from Ipswich to 
Brisbane, an extension of the northern line, 
an extension to 1famnoa; and now, a little 
fart.llE'r ~-· a raihmy to the Gulf of Carpcntaria! 
If a line were carried out there, the Govern­
ment would Le fit for anything, in the way of 
railway construction. It would bo a glorious 
sight to go out on that line to see the 
unfortunate settlers living upon }Jig-weecl and 
mutton. Ho looked upon that as one of those 
visionary schemes which would long be 
drramt of before any attempt would be m ado 
to carry it out. He was open to COllYiction, 
but the thing came before him without any 
reason or argument to lead one's mind into 
that way of thinking ; and, at present, he 
could not but regard it as an absurdity-he 
could not conceive it to be anything but a 
mad or visionary 11roject. He did not say 
that the honorablc mcrnLer for Eastern 
Downs, who "~as the father of that railway 
policy, Lut was no authority, was mad; but 
he should listen with more respect to it, if 
proposed by the honorable member for 
\'V arrcgo, who was an authority. 'L'he pro­
gramme "~hich the late GovPrnment laid 
before the House was not, and it was a pity, 
accompanied by any explanation of their 
intention to carry it out. For instance, 
allusion >vas made in the Speech, last session, 
to the action that had been taken by the 
House with regard to the Supreme Court. 
The 11rcscnt Minister for Works had, in the 
second session of 1869, obtained a committee 
to enquire into the subject. Valuable evi­
dence was taken, but nothing wrts done 
during the recess by the late Government; 
and all that had been clone, at great cost to 
the country, was now lost. 

The SrJCllETAllY FOil PUJJLIC vY OllKS: No, 
no. 

Mr. FormEs : He trusted that the Govern­
ment woulcl ensure the resumption of that 
committee. It was, he conceived, the duty 
of the late Government, during the long 
recess, to have taken some action upon the 
proceedings of that committee. There were 
other matters which ought to have been 
attended to during that long recess, ancl 
which would have paved the way to beneficial 
legislation. It would take the present Govern­
ment a long time to work themselv-es up to 
the position of familiarity with official arrange­
ments of the ltoJJorablo members who had 
preceded them; and they must have time 
allowed to them to mature a beneficial policy 
for the country. The honomble member who 
moved the amendment on the Address last 
session said there were " few men who would 
be willing to take sLqJS to overthrow any 
Government in this colony, at this time, 

merely for the sake of change." Ho (1\fr. 
Forbcs) only asked the House if they woulLl 
adopt that suggestion. There was no occa­
sion now to vindicate the dignity of the 
House as against the Government. Ho did 
not know of any laches committed Ly the 
present GoYcrnment which needed condem­
nation. Ho was told that there would Le an 
amendment on the Address. \Yell, if so, he 
trusted that honorable members would view 
calmly and dispassimmtely the Jlolicy now 
presented to them, which wrts couducive to 
the general 'vclfarc of the country, and that 
they would do nothing to bring about a change 
of Government merely for the sake of change. 
The Government were entitled to a fair trial 
upon their policy, as much so as any Govcm­
ment m·cr formed in the colony; and when it 
vYas considered that an entire change, a 
Government formed of men ne>~" to oflicc, had 
been asked for over and over again, they were 
en tit led to a fair trial more than any Govern­
ment that had rreceLled them. He trusted 
to the spirit of fair play which he had gene­
rally seen shown by honorable members, for 
a fair trial. It was not fair that, at the com­
Jnenccmcnt of the se,sion, before the Govern­
ment had tinw to do anything or to make 
their intentions known to the country, 
they should be condemned. Day after day 
he found in the metropolitan }Jress ono con­
tinual theme-the railwny between Brisbane 
and Ips>Yich. If that it would pay and was 
for the good of the country-if it would Le 
re-proclw·t:Yo-if it would prty the working 
expenses and two-thirds of the interest on the 
outlay-in Heaven's name, let it be made! 
J)ut he objected to it unless it mts clertrly 
shovYn what the cost >muld Le, what the trallie, 
and that the work would be re-}wodnetiYe. 
ii.JJOlher matter referred to, every chty, by the 
press was, that the members for vY est 11ore­
ton did not represent the interests of their 
constituents. There was one fact which, in 
his opinion, showed clearly the falsehood of 
that assertion, that the orinioHs ofthose mcm­
lJC~rs who had appealed to their constituents 
had been endorsed by them. Such an 
assertion was monstrous, and only showed the 
randcring, servile condition of the metro­
l'olitan }Jress ; it showed tlmt the desired 
change of GoYcrmncnt was not prompted by 
considerations for the benefit of the country. 
He 'nts almost led to believe that, in resped 
to one of the pa}Jers, it was prompted by a 
desire for place on the Treasury benches, 
>Yhieh would, perhaps, Le more acceptrtble 
than the editorial ehair. ldlnding to the 
other nr"~spapcr, w hi eh he called a roor damp 
rag, and \Yhich contained nothing but poor 
namby-pamby matter-being- shaLlow rather 
tlmn snb ;tancc-going in its adyocacy beyond 
the Pxtcnt of its wisdom-it was notoriously 
treated 11·ith ridicule by the people, and was now 
called, not the" old rag-," but ihe "wet rag." 
But he had too long dwelt on that subject. 
There appeared to be no desire to show fair 
play to the Government; but he trusted that 
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whatever course would bo pursued hy the 
House, it woulcl be satisfactory to the 
cmmtry, and eonuucive to its best interests; 
and that nothing they should do would bring 
about that extravagant expenditure, and those 
illegal acts, for which some Ministers had 
been so famous. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said : I think, 
sir, that this is about the proper time when 
I should give a. Ministerial explanation to the 
House. I might have done it before the 
t:lpccch was road, but I yreferrecl, following 
the usual course-to do 1t when the Address 
has been moved and secom1cd. I now pro­
pose to st~te, in as few words as I possibly 
mtn, the VIews of the present Government. 
In doing that, I think it is proper for me to 
state how my :Ministry came to be formed. 
It will be in your recollection, sir, and in that 
of the House, that, owing to the division 
which took place at the beginning of last 
session-and at close of it, too, I may 
say-the Ministry then in power, of which 
the honorablo member for Fortitude V alley 
was Prcmicr, resigned. J, in common with 
most other members of the House, ''as 
under the impression, on the Thursday, that 
another Ministry had been formed, or was 
close to its formation; and I was waiting till 
the usual time of the House meeting to hear 
that a Ministry had been formed, and to find 
that the Ga::~tte had been issued notifying 
the honorable members who had taken office. 
I VIas doomed to disappointment, for no 
Gazette did come out that day; hut I was 
sent for by His Excellency the Governor, 
who informed me that he hnd confided to the 
hands of the honorablc member for N orthcrn 
Downs, the moYer of the amendment on the 
i\Jdrcss, the task of forming a Ministry, ancl 
that the honorable gentleman had come back 
and proposed to him to send for the honorable 
member for Eastern Downs, Mr. Macalistcr, 
as Premier. His :Exccllcney informed me 
that he had refused that proposal, as he 
thought it would not be constitutional to 
take the name of a member of a Ministry 
that was ttt that time umlcr the censure of 
the House, to form a new Government ; 
although lw had no objection ·whatever to 
receiving his name, or that of any other 
member of that Ministry, from. Mr. Bell, in 
a list of Ministers. His Excellency also 
informed me that Mr. Bell had thrown up 
the task of forming a Ministry, and that as 
I ''"as the only remaining member of the 
Government which had preceded the Lilley 
:Ministry, he entrusted the task of forming a 
GoYermnent to me-which I take to be a 
thoroughly constitutional course. I luwe 
~aiel before, and by many of my friends 
in this House-many honorable members, 
friends, I hope I may call them still, on the 
Opposition benches--

.1\ifr. LILLEY : Hear, hear. 
The Cor.oNIAI. SEcRETARY: It is known 

that I diet not 'nmt office-I did not look for 
office-and many of my arrangcmentB were 

made, not only for leaving the House, but for 
leaving Brisbane. Bnt I considered that, in 
the then state of affairs-a Ministry having 
he en put out on a vote of this House, and the 
honorable member who had moved the vote 
of want of confidence having failecl to succeed 
in forming a JVIinistry of his own-it was my 
duty to receive His Excellency's commands; 
nay, more, I consider it is the duty of any 
man who puts himself forward in public life, 
under such circumstances, if he thinks he can 
do any good to the country, to take office, 
even at very great inconvenience to himself. 
I told His Excellency that I was not in the 
least prepared to be sent for, that I did not 
seek for it, and that I did not hope to suc­
ceed; but that I would do the best I could, 
even if I did not take office myself. I found, 
howeYer, that, without taking office myself, 
it was quite impossible to get a Ministry to­
gether. On that ground you find me here at 
11rcsent. I may say to the House that, although 
I look upon the position of Premier of the 
colony as one of dignity and importance, I 
did not allow my own ambition to stand in 
the way at all : in offering the Treasurership 
to my honorable friend the member for 
Western Downs, who now holds it, I, at the 
same time, offered him the Premiership with 
it, which he refused to accept. That is all I 
may say about the formation of my Ministry, 
with this exception: I did try to induce my 
honorable friend, the member for Fortitude 
Valley, to take office as Attorney-General, 
which, after consideration, he refused. I 
almost regret that he did refuse. With that 
exception, oiftce was not ofr'erecl to any mem­
ber of the late Government: I am happy to 
say that ev-ery member I asked to take office, 
with that exception, accepted. I do not know 
whether the House is pleased, but I am 
proud of my JVIinistry-Yery proud, indeed. 
I do not know what are the tactics of the 
Opposition; but I hear, and from what has 
occurred this afternoon, I think it is possible 
that we may be opposed "from the jump." 
That is quite on the cards, I think. "\V c 
found, on cor~1ing into office, that we had suc­
ceeded, certamly not to a bed of robes, nor to 
any Yery grand inheritance, with an over­
drawn account at the bank meeting us. Not 
that I mean to impugn the bankers in any 
vYay, for the Goyernment bank has been 
exceedingly considerate to the Government. 
I think, for the benefit of the colony, throwing 
aside all party questions, that it is of the very 
greatest importance that a few of the most 
pressing questions should be passed before 
'"o come to the debatcable ground. 'l'here 
arc several things mentioned in our pro­
gmmme in the Governor's t:lpeech which all 
sides of the House may very well join in 
advancing before we come to the debateable 
ground whereon we are likely to difr'cr. I 
allude, in the first instance, to the financial 
statement of the Treasurer, which it is of the 
very grc;ctest importance that you should 
have. I think it is of not any less import-
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ance that the alterations proposed in the 
tariff and customs department should come 
under your notice as soon as possible. I 
think it of at least eqnal importance that 
a Loan Bill to provide for the wants of the 
colony shonld be passed-not alone sufficient 
to cover outlay already incurred on contracts 
entered into for building railways, but for 
other public works and for immigration pur­
}10ses, for which large sums are coming due 
immediately, and are clue now ; and that the 
country should be in a position to moot those 
claims and to make payments at once in a 
proper manner. To meet that expenditure, 
it is really absolutely necessary that there 
should be a loan, whichever side of the House 
is in power. If the credit of the colony is to 
be sustained-and I should be sorry if any 
honorable member should think it is not to be 
sustained-it is of the very greatest import­
ance that a Loan Bill should be passed at 
once, and that the Treasurer of the colony 
should be in a position to realise the amount 
as wanted. The amount that will be asked 
for may seem rather startling at first; but I 
have no doubt whatever that when the 
Treasurer comes to make his statement, 
he will be able to show that it is all wanted. 
The loan may look large, yet, absolutely 
not such a very great 11ortion of it will be 
required to be put in the market at once. A 
considerable portion will be used to coYer 
the deposits in the Savings Bank, 11hich i,; 
a very desirable arrangement. I clo not 
mean to hint that there is the slightest fear 
or danger of the safety of the deposit~ in the 
Government Savings Bank : the credit of the 
country is good, and its revenues arc the 
security pledged for them. But it is deemed 
advisable that they should be ccverccl by 
debentures, which, in the event of a run on 
the bank, could be realised upon at any time; 
and thus the Treasury will be in the best 
position, and in such an event no damage can 
ensue. At present this is not the case ; but 
if there was a run on the Savings Bank, the 
Treasurer \Yould have to enter into some 
inconvenient arrangement, which would be at 
a loss, being made under pressure, to meet the 
calls of depositors. I believe this must be 
clear; but the matter will be more fully 
explained by my honorable friend the Trea­
surer ·when he makes his statement. \V e 
propose to introduce a Savings Bank Bill, 
vesting debentures to the amount deposited 
in the Savings Bank in the hands of trustees; 
not taking the bank out of the hands of the 
Government, for if that was clone, it would 
cease to be a Government Savings Bank at 
all. In the Loan Bill we have antici1}ated 
some of the notices of motion put on the 11aper, 
to-clay, so far as including a sum of some­
thing like £50,000 to be expended upon roads 
and bridges in the colony. vV e consider that 
a legitimate purpose to borrow money for, 
more particularly ,,·hen we look at the money 
that has been borrowed for raihmys, and the 
.small portion of the colony which is bene-

fitcd by those railways, and the large 11r0· 
portion that derives no advanta~re whatever 
from them. ·without going to the squatting 
districts at all, but to East and vV est 1\-Iorc­
ton and part of the Downs, it is of the 
highest im]10rtance and but simple justice to 
ask for £60,000, which we do 11ot think too 
much, to be inelucled in the Loan Bill, to 
provide and maintain roads and bridges, 
which I am sorry to say have been }mt into a 
worse state than ever by the recent floolls. 
It is a very hard case that farmers who have 
paid a high price for their lands, and invested 
a large amount of capital on them, should he 
virtually shut out from the market by the 
want of means of communication therewith. 
There is also another purpose for which you 
will have to grant a loan to some extent. 
The Parliament, last session, Dasscd an Act 
for the promotion of immigration ; and, 
although most of the members of the present 
Government opposed the Bill in this House, 
after its passing, as a Government it is their 
duty to carry out its provisions and to gi \'e 
effect to the law. The Act cannot be car­
ried out without money ; the arrangements 
already entered i;1to by the Agent-General 
a.t home, provide for a large number of 
emigrants to be sent out here; and, although 
it is supposed that the Act ,,-ill pay its Olnl 

expenses eventually, a large sum of money 
will be required to put it in operation. The 
cost of the German Pmigration alone will 
come to something lilw £l8,UOO; and the 
total amount wanted will be from £,15,000 to 
£50,000, if the arrangements of the Agent­
General be carried out, and the number of 
emigrants he represents to be coming out are 
sent to the colony. If the money will ever 
be paid hack again, which the promoters of 
the Act expect, is a question of time. Now, 
these are matters upon which very few 
members will differ ; there can be no 
difference excc·pt as to matters of detail. 
The necessity' for the whole of them 
being considered and clcciclecl on imme­
diately, must be admitted by the House. 
vVithout any great stretch of imagination, 
all may be done in a very short time, if the 
House will go willingly to work. I belie;-e 
the financial statement will take up an even­
ing, at least; perhaps two evenings, for the 
de bate. The proposed alteration of the tariff; 
and the Loan 13ill, arc next to iw dealt with. 
Altogether, I believe, if the House goes to 
work with a IYill, everything can be l)assed in 
ten clays. \V e can then approach what may 
be called debateable ground. As you haYo 
learned from the Speech, we think it our duty 
to bring before you the contract entered into 
for building a steamer for the postal service 
of the colony. The action of the present 
GoYernment mP<Y have been misunderstood, 
and I >vish to state what 1ve have done. 
vVhcn in Opposition ·we had our own vie>YS 
on the subject, and we carried into office the 
same views, and \Ye have not changed them 
-we entertain them, though, perhaps, modi-
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fled to some extent. \V e did think it W<ts 

a very arbitrary stretch of power on the part 
of any Government to enter into a contract 
for builcling a steamer without the sanction of 
this House ; we did think there was no neccs­
sitv for it; if there were, it would have been a 
ve~y simple thing to call the House together 
to consickr it. At the time the matter was 
enterc•l upon by the late Government, there 
had been a very long recess, and the House 
might >~·ell ha>c been <·J1Wened. I wish the 
House to understand that this Go>ernmcnt 
luwc done nothing in this matter. Any 
GoYcrnmcnt must lm>e a very wide margin 
for expenses when the House is not in ses­
sion, and we ha>e done nothing in this matter 
except what I sball now state. The first 
thing that brought it up before us after our 
assuming office, was a let:er from the agents 
of the Government in Sydney, Ilfessrs. 
J<:ldrecl and Spence, to give additional time 
for the building of the steamer. \Ve 
declined io interfere in the 11tattcr in any 
>Yay, on the ground that no contract could 
be binding on the Go>ernment which 
was entered into without parliamentary 
authority. There has since been an applica­
tion from Mort and Company for the first 
instalment. To that they got the same reply. 
The question stands in this way :-:Mr. lVlort 
will claim for loss. If the House >otes the 
money, Mr. J\.Iort will get his money; and 
the interest, of course, >Yill have to be added 
upon the first insta.lment. Now, this ques­
ticn, also, shall be brought before you to be 
dis}JOscd of in a very short time, if you will 
clcyotc your time and attention to it. \V e 
again think that your attention ought to 
be dra>Yn to the remission of the national 
school fees without parliamentary authority. 
Perhaps there is not any of us prepared to 
say that it has not worked well. I know 
from the returns >vhich I have recei>ecl that 
the mnnber of scholars for the first half of 
the year 1870 has been largely increased over 
the number in the first half of 1869; it is 
2,300. I have not a return of the ages of the 
scholars, which may be a matter of moment. 
Bnt we do think I>arliament ought to be con­
sulted upon it. The first we heard of it was 
in the tlpeech, in which the Govcmor dis­
missed Parliament last year. I think it is a 
dangerous thing to give a Ministry too much 
po>ver. I should like them kept down to 
what they nre legally nblc to do. ·with that 
view, >YO shall bring the matter before the 
ll ouse, and lca>e it to the judgment of the 
House, whether it >vill interfere with the 
remission of fees; but I, for one, the thing 
ha>ing been carried out, do not think it 
advisable to alter it. I do think, however, 
that the House should be asked for its opinion 
on the subjccL Tbis remission will invol>e 
£6,000 or £7,000 a-year additional expendi­
ture to be pro>icled, ancl that is equivalent 
to so much additional taxation; and that is a 
matter which may be fairly Lrought before 
the House. The fourth paragraph of the 

Speech gi>es you our idea of what ought to 
be done with the raih>ays to make them in 
some measure rrofitable. VVe find that one 
Minister runs the tariff up, another runs it 
down, another makes a differential tariir down 
the line : I do not say that fa>orites get 
their goods down for less than others, but 
some persons get them down from long 
clistnnces cheaper than others get their goods 
carried for shorter distances. vVe think, 
therefore, that this is the time to put a stop 
to that, and to fix the rates of carriage by Act; 
of Parliament. \V c know that there is a 
clame in tlJe Ilailway Act which says that 
there shall be no differential htriif, but such 
is carried out. There is a great uncertainty 
as to what the tariff is. \V e have the ex­
ample in England, I am informed, that the 
tariff is fixed by Act of Pctrliament ; ancl I 
think it ought to be so here. On the 
1mrticular matter of raih>ays there is such a 
cliYcrsity of opinion that we see nothing for 
it, if we remain in power, but to ask for a com­
mittee of the House, which will thoroughly 
go in for a cheap system of railways. The 
impro>ements made at homr,, and, indeed, in 
the >arious colonies, in the construction of 
railways, renders it necessary that such a 
course should be taken before committing this 
colony to a >cry large expenditure for rail­
ways. \Ye think; however, that a great deal 
of good might be done by passing a Bill to 
empower the Government to enter into agree­
ments with 1mrtics undertaking to construct 
lines of railways into the interior-I think I 
may go so far as to say between Ipswich and 
Brisbane, if parties can be found willing in 
the same way-and willing to take Crown 
land in payment for the works. Dut we arc 
not prepared to ullClertake such a thing as is 
set forth in a }Jrospcctus which I hold in my 
hancl-a great "Australian North and South 
Railway and Immigration Joint Stock Com­
l'any," with a "capital of £20,000,000, in 
1,000,000 shares of £20 each, £1 payable on 
allotment." I am afraid that rather took the 
wind out of the sails of the honorablc mem­
ber for Eastern Downs-a railway from the 
south up to the far north, and out into the 
ocean ! and to promote immigration at the 
same time ! It is better than his proposal. 
It is anterior to his in date ! This prospectus 
was sent up on the 22nd March ; and there 
is a long article in the Sydney Empire of the 
17th March, upon this gigantic project. 

The Hon. A. JYlACALISTER : Is that what 
you ha>e taken your 11olicy from? 

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY: No. \V e 
carefully guard against any scheme like this 
-or, shall I say, the original, or the copy of 
it, initiated by the honorable member for 
Eastern Dm..-ns P 

The Hon. A. MACALISTER: I do not know 
an~·thing about your scheme. 

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY : \Ve carefully 
guard ourselves against that, and wish for a 
committee of the Home to inquire into the 
systems of cheap rail \Yays, lJefore binding the 
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colony to any very largo expenditure on such 
works. I may toll the House that I did not 
introduce it into the Governor's Speech, 
because we might have spun it out till there 
was neither beginning, middle, nor end to it. 
\V e arc in communication with the proper 
parties on the subject of telegraphic lines 
to Europe ; and Ji:Ir. Douglas, the Agent­
General at home, has instructions to negotiate 
for bringing the lino, if possible, without 
injuring ourselves, to Queensland. But that 
is only carrying out further a subject initiated 
by the previous Government. \Ye ha.-e 
instructed him, as far as possible, to ensure 
that end, in the carrying out of the work, 
even to the extent of guaranteeing five j)Cr 
cent. on the cost-if the House sanction it. 
\V c have carefully guarded ourselves against 
any mistake on this head. We had a notice 
of motion, to-night, on the subject of sqmra­
tion. For myself, I have, before now, at 
ltockhampton, given my views on the sub­
ject, as a private member of this House ; 
and I do not know how the House v>ill 
receive it. I was very much rre~sed, at the 
time of my election, to make it a Ministerial 
measure : I utterly refused, and I refuse 
now. .Members of the .Ministry can do as 
they like on this question, when it comcs 
before the House. For myself, I shall vote 
for it. There are a great many 1n1ys of 
loo1ring at it. I must look at the interests 
of my constituents more particularly than 
even those of other districts of the colony. 
I think it a great pity that the colony should 
be separated, and I look upon separation as 
a last resource ; but I give it my adhe­
rence. I may mention that most of the 
Bills referred to in the Governor's s})ecch 
arc in a forward state of 11rcparation ;­
amongst them, that for additional representa­
tion-and that we are determined to go on 
with. This House is much too small. If 
thoro were no other reason for it, we arc 
too apt, in a House of thirty-two members, 
to run into cliques and rarties ; to be nn­
workable, and to disregard the main questions 
affecting the true interests nm1 welfare of the 
colony. Upon ihat ground, if none other, 
I shall bring in and support a Bill to increase 
the representation of the colony in this 
House, very largely-Yery largely, indccd. 
Of course, I do not know what the Oprosi­
tion members of the House intend to do ; 
but I put it to them, again, considering tl1e 
manner in which we took office-that we did 
not want it-that the late Ministry had to 
leave in consequence of a vote of censure 
passed upon them by the House-that the 
l)arty to the moving of that Yotc of want of 
confidence could not form a Ministry-that 
WC' are entitled to a trial by the House Uj)On 
our measures. I do feel this, and very 
strongly. Nobody will admit as readily as I 
will, that if our measures do not suit the 
House, you arc quite l'ntitlcd to put us out. 
But I do }JUt it to the House, whether it 
would not be better to sink party warfare, 

whic;1 we have had too long, and to unite in 
passing measures that are absolutely neces­
sary for the good of the country ; and, when 
we come to debateable ground, let us figltL it 
out. I am prepared to go to the CJlmtry 
upon any main question. There will be no 
trimming on the part of this Ministry. It 
will not be a Ministry of expediency. I 
think I can say for my colleagues that we do 
not care for oillce. vV e took oiiice, not at 
our mvn wish, nor even did we expect it; but 
havin;s taken it, I do put it that wo arc 
entitled to a fair and impartial trial upon our 
measures. 

The Hon. A. MACALISTER said he had 
a few observations to make to the House, 
and, he desired it to be understood that 
he regrottocl very much he should spealr in 
opposition to the Government. He felt, 
and other honorable members on the 
Opposition side of the House felt, that 
they had placed themselves in a position 
to give the Government a fair trial. The 
question was, whether the members of 
the Government had placed themselYes in a 
position before the House to rceci\'e a trial 
beyond what had ttlready taken vlace. \7\lhat 
he would regard as an unfair trial would be 
an attempt to get up a factious opposition, 
simply for the purpose of tuming the Gov­
ermnent out; while, on the other hand, he 
held that a fair trial 1ms a consideration of 
their measures, provided the House ~were 
satisfied with their policy as announced. It 
was for the purpose of combating, as far as 
he possibly could, the Speech that had been 
delivered by the Governor in opening Parlia­
ment, that he now rose to address the House. 
It was certainly his intention, with the know­
ledge of honorable members on his side of 
the House, to propose several amendments to 
the Address. He regretted to observe tlmt 
the honorable gentle1~an at the head of the 
GoYCrmnent, who had just addressed the 
House, had not noticed what was embodied 
in one of the amendments which he was going 
to submit. He regretted to hear the honor­
ablc gentleman refer to the contract for the 
steamer in the way he did ; and, also, his 
remarks respecting the bank account, aml the 
sneering propensities of the bankers. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY denied the latter 
accusation. He had said that we were under 
great obligations to the Government bankers. 

The Hon. A. J'.ifACALISTER: The honorablo 
gentleman used the expression. Ho (Mr. 
n1:acalister) regretted expressions of that kind 
coming from the Government. They were 
not ullculated to raise tho crodi t of the 
colony. He saw nothing, himself, in the 
financial condition of this colony to create 
alarm in the mind of anybody respecting its 
credit and sound position. He felt; that, 
instead of getting into financial difficulties, 
all we had to do l'ms to make good financial 
arrangements. The honorable gentleman 
referred lo tho matter of the ste-amer in a 
Yery strange way. The Speech >Yas the last 
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place in which a }Jlll'agraph touching upon it 
should app•car. It was a condemnation of 
the pre\'ious Government, and more than a 
condemnation. He.• thought that after the 
discussions which had alrcacly taken lJlace in 
the House upon the sulJjeet of the steamer, 
ancl the subject of national education, they 
mig-ht very >Yell have been left alone until the 
J~stim<ttes had been brought fon.-ard. If he 
undorstoocl the lwnorablc member, he >vould 
imply th~1t the Government had actuallv 
renucliatecl the contract for the steamer. · 

7fhe CoLoNIAL SEcnnTARY: No. 
The Hon. A. MACALISTER : Yet the first 

instalment on the work had been refused. If 
t!Jat was not rcpm1iation, he clid not know 
\Ylmt 'ms ;-if that was not giving the con­
tractors the right to suo for breach of con­
tract, he did not know what ,,-as. Howe\'er 
objcctionaulo the undertaking, there could be 
no doubt that the honor and credit of the 
colony were at stake; and the House were not 
l'reparecl to back any Go>ernment who would 
iuq)l'ril them. The honorable gentleman 
again, in the manner in which he referred to 
raih,-ays, gayo him (Mr. J',1acalister) a very 
fixed opinion as to vYbat the Go>crnmont 
were going to clo : there was to be a com­
mittee-in other \Yords, the question was to 
be sholncl. As he would slww, it was the 
only qncstion of policy that the GoYcrnment 
had referred to in the Speech. The Home 
would see ho',\' much it was likdy to recci l'e 
attention from the Govcrmnont. vVith rrn-ard 
to the company to ,~hieh the honorable g·cn­
tleuum referred, there were twenty companies 
of tlmt kind; an cl he could only tell him that 
he (Mr. l\Iacalister) noYer heard of one of 
them, and that, instead of his borrmYing ideas 
fwm them, it occurrnl to him that thc•y had 
borrowed somo from him. Ho was sttre of 
this: that the honorable gentleman himself 
hnd borrowetl some ideas from the Opening 
S pcedt of la~t ~cssion ; in, fact, the Speech to­
cby was a copy-a u<td copy- a disgraceful 
copy-of the ::lpecch delivered ttt the opPning 
of last ~cssion. He would just refer to that,_:_ 
He found in tl•c Speech dl'liYncd by His 
Ex~ellency on the 2Gih April last the follow­
ing paragraph:-

" A. Bill will be introduced containing the 
powers necessary to enaule the Gonrnnwnt to 
guu.ruutee the iut crest on Iuoueys to be expended 
by indivi<luals or companies in the construction 
of cheap lines of railway." 

The present Government stated in their pro­
grannnc-

" You will be asked to empower the Govern-
111cnt to contr:1ct. v;ith priY:tte indivjt1un1s or con1-
panics for the conotructiou of cheap lines of rail­
w:1y in the intrrior, and t.o prty for sau10 by grants 
of land along the lines to be constructed." 

It was clear to him that the present Govern­
ment did not understand the question at all. 
He should like to know what iudiYicluals or 
}Jl'ivalc ColllllaJJics WOUld be funnel wilJin" to 
construct li~es of railway in t.he inLc~ior, 

unless that interior were connected with the 
seaport of the colony. He was obligecl to 
arrive at the conclusion that the Go>ernmcnt 
railway ;policy was only a sham. He found 
also in tne Speech of the 26th April the fol­
lowing paragraph:-

" 4. 'l'o prcp11re the way for the introduction 
of Bills for a Eo-distribution of the J<:!ectorates, 
and a revision and improvement of our Electoral 
I.~aw, you will be desir0d to consider a 1ncasnro 
repealing some provisoes in the Constitution 
Act of l8G7, which require umtmalmajorities in 
pQssing certain amendments of that statute." 

He found in the Speech just read to the 
House that his honorable friend went in for 
additional representation. Now, they had hml 
an Additionallleprcsentation Bill laid before 
them year aftrer year, until at last there was 
not an honorable rnemuer of any experience 
in the House >Yho clicl not know that to in­
troduce a Bill of that kind without fir~t 
repealing the two-thirds clause, would be 
perfectly absurd. The honorablc member 
for VVest llloreton, JYfr. Forbes, when rder­
ring to the conduct of the late Government, 
in connection with <t Bill introduced into that 
House some two sessions ago, had stated that 
he would oppose the repeal of the t\'l'o-thirds 
clan:;o. It was introduced into the Speech of 
A1n·il with lJcrfcct sincerity, as nothing else 
would haye oUtained the object. Therefore, 
he affirmed that the introduction of the 
question of additional representation into 
the Speech of this session was tantamount 
to a simple announcement that the Govern­
ment dicl not expect that Bill to pass into 
la~>', Ho found also in the Speech of April 
the following clause:-

" The Additic·nal Customs Duties Con­
tinuation Act of 18ti9 will expire on the 31st 
December next, and you will be acl vis eel to re­
consider its provisions early in the present Ses­
sion." 

N mv, the Government had taken credit to 
themselves for bringing fonmnl this measure, 
ancl there it was in the Speech, clause 5-

" Bills to regulate !he collection of Customs, 
for the better regulation of Gold Fields, for the 
amendment of the present very imperfect laws 
relating to Insolvency, to secure the payment of 
wages, to amend the procedure of the District 
Com·ls, to imprcvc the Municipalities Act, and to 
provide for Additional Representation, will be 
submitted to you." 

"\Vith the excevtion of one Bill, he could say, 
positively, that he believed they were all olct 
Bills which had been brought before that 
Hou~f' year after year. 'l'he very fact that 
the GoYermneut announced their intention 
of introducing a J3ill to regulate the gold 
fielclR, showed him that if they legislated in 
this direction they would do so in the dark. 
The late Government had introduced into 
their Speech, in April, this statement-

" 7. An investigation into the state of the laws 
ailrcting Gold Mining is every clcty becoming 
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more needful, and I trust you will fincl time for 
this uscfullabor." 

And the honorable Premier stated that 
the. experience they had gained in emlea­
vormg to get this matter through the 
House, convinced him that the appointment 
of a select committee would be necessary, 
before any safe legislation on the subject 
could be arriYed at. The Insolvency laws 
were also referred to, an cl it would b0 found 
that in clause eight of the Speech of April, 
the late Government proposed to do the very 
same thing. The honorable member at the 
head of the Government had referred to the 
second paragraJlh of the Speech, as one of 
an urgent character, and, in point of fact, 
they were in office almost expressly to carry 
out that clause. He would read it-

" 2. Among the first l1ncl most import mt of 
those, will be l113ill to enable a sum of money to 
be miscd on Lorrn, secured on the general Hevcnne 
of the Colony, sufficient to corer the outlay 
incurred on, ancl the contracts entered into, for 
completing R"ilways and other public works, ancl 
for Immigration purposes." 

Now, in the programme 1mt forth by the late 
GoYernment, which had been so often quoted, 
this paragraph would be found-

" 12. You will be invited to provide for the 
various public works before-mentioned, and for 
the due security of the public trust funds." 

So that the very matters the honorable mem­
ber was so urgent to effect, and which he 
wi~hed the House to think he had originated, 
were old measures put for\Yard by a 1;rovions 
Government, and in existence long ago. The 
fourth paragra]Jh of the Speech stated-

" The profitaule working of the ]{ail ways is 
a question of much importance, and it is advisable 
that the charges for pa,sengers n,nd goods should 
be fixed by Act of Parlittment." 

Upon that subject he should giYo no opinion 
until the Bill was laid on the table of the 
House; but as far as he could at present judge 
from the information ho JlOSsesseLl, he should 
not support it, for he believed it would be 
injurious to the working of the raihmys. 
The Speech went on to say, in the next 
clause-

" Your attention will rrlso be called to a number 
of Bills not disposed of at the close of the scosion 
of 1869." 

"\Yhy the very Bills themselves, which were 
not disposed of, were not mentioned in one 
paragraph, he could not see. But the general 
policy of the Government-their great card, 
was the last paragraph-

" 7. You will be asked to empower the Govern­
ment to contract with privl1te individuals, or com­
panies, for the construction of cheap lines of 
railway in the Interior, rrnd to pay for same by 
grants of lands, along the lines to be constructed." 

He had CXJlressecl his opinion, that the Gov­
ernment could not be sincere in bringing 
forward a proposition of this kim1, because, 

on the face of the paragTa11h itself, thoro was 
to be an authority given to the Government 
to carry it out. A Bill had to be passed by 
the House, and wtts it likely that anything nf 
that kind would be done when the Govern­
ment proposed to submit the whole quc~tion 
to a i:lelect Committee P At any rate, the 
subject would be out of the reach of the 
House for nnother session at least. It simply 
meant, that tho Gonmnnent proposed to the 
House to pttss a Loan Bill, to pass the 
:Estimates, anrl1)robably to aJlpoiut this eom­
mittee, and then the session would be at an 
end-he eoulcl see no more in it. He had 
been. sorry to hear the honorable member 
allude to the colony, as being in such a 
desperate condition. That assertion was a 
direct contradiction to the last paragraJlh. 
\Vhy, there >Yore fifty reasons given for the 
prosverity of the colony; and he believed that 
wise legislation was only wanting to do away 
with all the difficulties under ;vhich it 
lahored. There was no reason to deplore the 
condition of the colony in almost any 
respect. As he had stated to the House, it 
was his intention, shortly, to propose a few 
amendments to the Address ; and he would 
mention them at once. The first was-

" That no :Ministrv will receive the confidence 
and support of this "House, that is not preprrred 
to introduce a :financial policy thl1t, in its fiscal 
arrangmnents, \r:i:llnot, for a tin1c, nid u.ncl encourage 
the clcvolopmcnt of colonial industry." 

Ho had been told, that such a policy \Yas 
opposed to the principles of free trade, and 
>1~onld not be recognised. He was, himself, 
a frootmdcr, in the sense in which the term 
was applied in England. But the circum­
stances of this colony were widely diilercnt 
from those of the old country. VYhcn they 
found that the records of ihe Supreme Court 
showed a private indebtedness, to the extent 
of nearly fiye millions of money, and that 
interest on that amount was flowing out of 
the colony, to benefit persons in other colonies; 
-when enormous sums of money were being 
sent out of the colony every year to purchase 
articles of consum}ltion, which could be pro­
duced here ;-when they found that the result 
of all this ;vas a reduction in the price of 
lab or ;->Yhcn thev found hundreds of the most 
industrious colo1~ists lcaYing Queenshincl to 
obtain employment elsewhere ; and that the 
Yalue of rcrrl property was so reduced, as to 
be almost \Yorthless ;-then, he said, that 
unless some scheme were adopted to secure the 
interests of the colony, and to prevent the 
out-flow of population, it would by-ancl-bye 
become altogether cleJlopulated. He thought, 
therefore, that whatc.-cr arrangements were 
made, it was the duty of the House to insist 
that the financial policy of the Government 
in vower, should embrace aiel and encourage­
ment to naiiYe industry. The second amend­
ment which he intended to propose, was-

" That no JI.Iinistrv will receive the confidence 
or mpport of this lfouse that is not prcpr.red to 
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ini~iate ?ncl. carry out n. gene1·al railway policy, 
wl:wh wtll mclude the tmmediate completion of 
extstmg lmes, aml the effectual openino- up of 
the interior." " 

He was one of those who were altocrcther 
opposecl. to a stand-still policy. A young 
colony hke Queensland must either progress 
or retrog~~de; 1t could not be kept in the 
same P?Sltlon for any length of tim2, and if 
they WlS~ted to encourage emigrants to come 
out to tlns colony, and settle there, they mu~t 
open up the country by means of cheap and 
speedy modes of communication. His third 
~mc~1dment grew ?ut of one of the pa1:agraphs 
m tnc S1Jeech, vnth regard to adchtwnalro­
presentation. He contended tlmt additionnJ 
repres~ntation was perfectly useless until the 
two-tlnrch clause was swept away, and he 
felt sure that every honomble member who 
gave the subject a thought must arrive at the 
same conclusion. There >vas another question 
~o which his attention ha~ been called-a very 
J~1po.rtant questiOn, espccmlly to the northern 
chstrwts, and he thought it should have been 
the duty of the Premier, as rcnresentative of 
ono of those districts, to bring' that qu0stion 
under the consideration of the House ; for he 
should like to know of what use it was for a 
member to present himself to his constituents, 
~nd pro.f~ss certain opinions, if he were not 
m a JlOSJtwn to bring them form:trd, and ad­
vocate them before the Legislature. The 
honorahle member was bound, whatever sides 
might be taken in the House upon it, as a 
northern member, to bring it forward. He, 
therefore, rcgrettpd to see that the honorablo 
~entleman had not included in the Speech 
~ne great northcr.n q~1estion of Sc]mration. 
The next clause m lns amendments was the 
final one, and, as he had before stated it 
:':ould have given him much greater pleas~re 
1f he. could ha17 e gone aloncr with the Govern­
ment, if they had shPwn "a policy he could 
h.ttye supporte~l. The members of the Oppo­
SitiOn had wmted carefully and patiently, in 
order to see what they had to do ; but it had 
that day been announced that the Government 
did not intend anything at all, and it was abso­
lutely necessary that the Opposition should 
pnt before the House the chief points of 
the policy they were prepared to endorse, 
and that they should submit to His Excellency 
a Y~te of want of confidence in the present 
Mnustry. Ho would read the last amend­
ment. (Amendment 1·eacl.) And he would 
now move the omission of all the words after 
"So.verei~n," from the Address in Reply, ancl 
the msertwn of the following words in their 
place:-

And we beg further respectfully to inform 
your Excellency,-

(1.) 'l'hat no Ministry will receive the con­
fidence or support of this IIou,,e that is not 
prepared to introduce a financial policy that, in 
1ts fiscal arrangements, w1ll afford, for a time, aiel 
and encouragement to the development of 
polonial indnstries, • 

(2.) That no Ministrv will receive the con­
ilclence or support of this House, that is not 
prepared to initiate and carry out a general 
railw"y policy, which will inclucle the immediate 
completion of existing lines, and the effectual 
opening up of the interior. 

(3.) That no attempt to provide additional 
representation can be regarded as sincere that is 
not preceded by a repeal of the two-thirds clause 
of the Constitution Act. 

(1.) That it is a nmtter of regret that, in 
your Excellency's Speech, no notice has been 
taken of the Northern q nestion of Sepamtion. 

(5.) That, in the absence of any announce­
ment in the Speech, delivered by your Excellency 
at the opening of this session, of an intention on 
the part of the Go"\'ermnent to introcluce measures 
t? Parliament having the foregoing objects in 
vww, we Juwe no confidence in your Excellency's 
pres.·nt responsible advisers. 

Mr. MILES seconded the amendment. 
Tl;c SECRilTARY FOR PuBLIC vV ORKS said, 

the. Go:vernment were certainly under some 
obhgatwn to the honorable member for the 
clear way in which he had spoken. No one 
could any longer mistake the intentions of 
honorable members opposite. For the last 
few months the country had listened to 
protestations on the part of these gentle­
men that they intended to give the Gov­
ern:nent a fair trial; to judge them upon 
thmr measures, and to accord them that 
confidence to which every new Government 
was entitled. For his part, he must confess he 
had _placed very little reliance upon these pro­
fesswns. He had seldom done so, especially 
when they came from enemies, and therefore 
he was not at all uncleceived by what he had 
just heard. He should endeavor to answer 
some of the objections to the Government 
programme taken by the honorable member 
for Eastern Downs. But before doing so, he 
must .notice. the disingenuous, ungonerous 
way m whiCh that honorable member had 
alluded to his honorable colleague the Premier. 
He was quite sure that, except for party 
purposes, no honorable member "'ould say 
that his honorable friend had referred to the 
purchase of the steamer by the late Govern­
ment in either a sneering or disparaO"inO" way. 
He (Mr. Wal~h) did not hesitate to ~ay he 
considered the Speech one of the most tempe­
rate, ?ne of the very best speeches he had 
ever hstencd to on similar occasions ; and he 
thought the honorable member, if he wished 
to judge the Government, should at least have 
abstained from distorting the language they 
had made nso of. He denied that any sneer 
whatever was intended or conveyed in the 
paragraph referred to-he denied it in toto. 
The late Government had purchased a steamer 
at the end of last year, and since that time, 
the present Government had had no opportu­
nity of discussing the subject-the late Gov­
ernment took care to give them none until 
they died-died dumb, as hacl been properly 
remarked before. The honorable member for 
Eastern Downs had himself told him that he 
would oppose the late Prenlier tooth andnpjl, 
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if he rushed into that expenditure. Yet the 
honorable member and his supporters were now 
perfectly prepared, for party purposes, to 
condone the infringement of Parliamentary 
practice, and attacked the present Gov­
ermnent for bringing the subject under 
the notice of the House. The honorable 
member was also in error when he said 
that the present Government had refused 
to 11ay the first instalment demanded by 
J\fr. Mort for that steamer. They had done 
nothing of the kind. Possibly it was o1ving 
to the ability, or perhaps the want of ability, 
displayed by the then Attorney-Geneml, that 
the contract itself did not say a word about the 
1myment for the steamer. There was not a 
single word in the contract about payment, 
except that so soon as the first £i,Otl0 was 
}laid, the steamer would be the property of 
the Government. The present Government 
did not as yet know whether the l'arliament 
would accept the steamer or not, and wtts it 
likely that they were going to pay the £'t,OOO? 
They did what, as seryants of the country, they 
had a right to do. They said, " \Y o must first 
get the sanction of Parliament." They 
declined to act in an unconstitutional manner, 
and he must say, to the credit of Mr. :Thfort, 
that >Yhen he was showing them the steamer, 
in answer to a remark from him (Mr. VValsh) 
that he was not quite sure they would be able 
to pay for it, and that the Gonmnnent >Yould 
11robably be taken to task about it, that 
gentleman said-" \V ell, it is a purely con­
stitutional question, and if I were a member 
of your House, I should vote against it." 
He had, rcrtainly, quieted his conscience by 
saying, " But if I cannot make the country 
pay, I can, certainly, make one or two mem­
bers of the Government pay;" and he (Mr. 
vValsh) had earnestly pressed upon him, for 
the sake of constitutional practice, to take 
that course. The honorable member for 
Eastern Downs had chosen to tnke great 
objection to tlw way in which his honorable 
friend had alluded to the originality of the 
design to make this enormous railway across 
the country, but he would mention another 
groat railway authority. Mr. J. 'l'horneloo 
Smith had laid before him the same scheme, 
and it was, therefore, a question whether the 
honorable member copied Mr . • T. Thorneloe 
Smith's scheme, or whether l'.ir. Smith copied 
ihat of the honorable member. It was now 
found that a Sydney firm claimed the credit 
of it; so that there were }JOsitively three 
different claimants, and a more preposterous 
scheme was never placed before any one, or 
planned, or spoken of, outside a lunatic 
asylum. That was so easy of demonstration, 
that it was hardly worth his while to estab­
lish it. The honorablo member said he dis­
agreed with the railway policy of the Govern­
ment, because it did not embrace an extension 
of the railway to the seaboard ; but he (:'11r. 
\Valsh) had yet to learn, that if this new 
design of the honorablc members opposite, 
1Jrought up for party purposes, were carried 

out, it would bring the railway much nearer 
the sea than it was, at the head of nayiga­
tion, at Ipswich. He conl<l remember the 
time when the honorable member talked 
about a sr:tport, and it was his intention to 
give Brisbane the go-by. Ho then told his 
constituents that he >Yonld never consent to a 
line of raihYay running alongside a navigable 
riYer. 'l'he honoraLle member now wught to 
woo the opinions of the Brisbane people ; he 
throw off the old love to take on with the 
now. \Vhat did the honorable member aml 
his supporters really intend to do ?-to a<lcl 
some £300,000 or £,i00,000 to the debt of lho 
colony for a raihmy. And >Yhcre did he 
propose to bring it ?-to South Brisban£', 
where he (1\Ir. \Valsh) had been told by com­
petent engineers that no terminal station 
could possibly be worked. 'rho lwnorable 
member intended, he believed, to bring it 
some>Yhorc near the site of the new bridge. 

'l'he Hon. A. nLwALISTER said he ne~·er 
intended to do anything of the sort. 

The SECRETARY FOR ruBLIC \YORKS : Ho 
did not think the lwnorable member lmrw 
exactly what he intended to do. He had 
sought in vain for the instructions given by 
the honorablo member, which had led to this 
increased expenditure for survey. Ho had 
certainly found an Executive minute in which 
M'r. :Fitzgibbon's surveys were strongly ani­
madvorted upon, an cl the necessity of anotl1cr 
survey referred to, but he had been unable to 
find any other instructions or authority for 
this increased expenditure. He had then 
ap]lliccl to the cnginC'ors, and he would read a 
reply from ono of them, which he believed 
would give all the information necessary. In 
reply to a letter acldrcssC'd to Mr. IL B. 
Smith, from the vV orks Oifico, asking him who 
had instructed him to make those surveys, 
that gentleman had \\Titlen, on 3rc1 January, 
1870, to say that he had acted upon verbal 
instructions given by the la!e lVl inister for 
'\Vorks, on Sunday, at Mr. Taylor's house, at 
'l'oowoomba. Another engineer, to whom he 
had applied, did not appear to have received 
any instructions, verbal or otherwise-he 
must have made the survey from instinct. 
The honorable member for Eastern Do>ms, on 
the subject of gold fields, took exception at 
the policy of the Gevornment, because they 
did not prorJose the appointment of a com­
mission to inquire into it-he seemed to 
think they knew so little of the subject that 
they could do nothing of themselves. K ow, 
it so happened that when the honorable 
member brought in his Bill, last session, that 
was the very point he (Mr. \Valsh) lwd 
urged upon the House. The honorablo 
member had therefore no right to find fault 
with the Government, because he could not 
possibly tell in what way they proposed to 
introduce their measure, ami that tho pro­
position to 3}Jpoint a commission emanatrd 
from him (Mr. '\Valsh). and not from the 
honorablo memlJer. Then the honorablo 
member made out a strong case against the 
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Government, because they wantc';}{b~Jif~~ lL•Ijl\ c,\D)iJi:·.illkm. A. Jl.fACALISTER: The same rate 
committee on railways, when the ~,(ij,llJLj..·••wbiild be charged to any person who sent the 
prosperity of the country depended upon the ' same quantity. 
com1)lction of the line to Brisbane. He would The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WoRKS: He 
ask, had not the country paid enough already maintained that a special arrangement had 
for rushing heedlessly into railway expendi- been made in favor of a certain person, and he 
iurc? Had railways not cost the colony over pointed out the fact to show that it was im-
three millions of money already, and what possible to cultivate a trade by such means. 
length of lines had been constructed for that The small farmer who sent only four tons 
outlayP-about 130 miles only on the Ipswich sent them at a disadvantage, because another 
and 'L'oowoombaline, which showed a total cost person who sent twenty tons was able to do 
of over £14,000 per mile. Yet, because· the so at a reduced rate. He would also, as 
Government objected to rush at once into an another proof of the difficulty of cultivating a 
extravagance which the country was not pro- trade, refer to the reduction of the passenger 
parcel to meet, the honorable member made rates by the honorable member. 
that the ground of an amendment upon the The Hon. A. l11ACALISTER : The passenger 
Address. Ho could only tell the honomble traflic was nearly doubled. 
member and the House, that if a little more The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC vVoRKS : True, 
attention had been paid to committees, and a but the revenue had decreased. Another 
little more attention to constitutional practice, reason for believing that the ex:tension of the 
and a little more rest and caution practised, lino to Brisbane would not materially increase 
not less than one million of money might have the profits on the whole lino was, that the 
been saved, which had boon frittered away railway revenue was steadily falling off, from 
upon railways in this colony. He had not \Yhat cause they had yet to learn. It was an 
been able to get hold of the figures to Hhew extraordinary fact, and it seemed like a 
this, but he had no doubt that sum had punishment inflicted upon the colony for their 
literally been squandered. If the late Minis- extravagance, that from the very day the 
tor for vVorks had been a little less the Allora line IYaJ 011Cncd the revenue from the 
victim of delusion, that would not have been railway had decreased. Ho had been in-
the case. Ho found that over £85,000 had formed that last year over £3,000 had been 
been paid to Mr. Fitzgibbon alone; and did paid for drays coming down to vVarwick; and 
the honorable member think that, if another he, for one, as Commissioner for llailways, as 
1::30 miles of railway had to be constructed, a parliamentary representative, and a steward 
the Government ·would agree to pay that sum of the public money, would be no party to a 
without ascertaining the cost to which the paltry contest with carriers who had to live 
engineer >Yas put who made the surveys? and bring up their families upon their earn-
He had been assured that the very outside ings, in order to got a few more bales of wool 
sum 1\fr. Fitzgibhon could have spent on carried on the line. The Government wished 
those surveys was £20,000; and he did not to act constitutionally and legally. They had 
hesitate to say, that if the honorahle member no power to make cliflerent charges, even if 
had been a little more cautious, some £30,000 it were beneficial to the line to do so. He 
or £40,000 might have been saved to the found that now wool was sent to and from 
country. The facts in reference to the pay- Ipswich and Toowoomba, by special contracts, 
mcnts to l11r. Fitzgibbon were in the posses- at 38s. per ton, while other persons at Too-
sion of the Government, and they were quite \\"oomha had to pay 60s. to Ipswich. He 
sufficient to induce the Government not to found that thoro were a great number of per-
rush into further outlay, without having all sons at Toowoomba who paid more for their 
the information they could obtain to lay carriage than other persons who were some 
before the House. If it could be shewn miles beyond Toowoomba. He found that 
that it would be advantageous to the country Mr. Tooth's tallow was taken down at 30s. per 
io make the line between Brisbane and ton, while 40s. per ton was the Toowoomba 
Ipswich, the Government would be delighted price, and 60s. elsewhere. He found that 
to do it; but lot them first ascertain what it one large squatter had made such a favorahlo 
would cost. It was his impression that when arrangement with the honorable member, the 
the railway was brought to Brisbane, which late Minister for 'N orks, that he actually got 
he supposed it would be some day, the tariff his casks and material carried for nothing. 
\\'Ould not be increased one bit. There were It was true he had to pay for them when they 
a good many suggestions to lower the tariff; came down again; but there was nothing to 
hut none to increase it, and yet it would be compel him to send them down again, and he 
yory easy to show that the charges 1verc might, if he chose, supply the whole district 
lamentably low. Still, although they had with casks. That 1ms ono of the effects of 
been reduced to a minimum, the traflic had the spe0ial arrangements made by various 
not ill creased. They had been very unjustly Governments which, he maintained, were 
reduced, too, by the honorable member in favor illegal. He was quite sure they were unjust, 
of the squatter, to the detriment of the small and he was alo;o snre that, from one cause or 
farmer in the neighborhoocl, so that the another, the railway revenue was decreasing. 
squatter could afiord to sell his produce at a There was an agreement made with the large 
price which the other could not. squatters by which they could get their goods 
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up for nothing. They were charged for the 
goods sent clown, but they wore not com­
pelled to send goods clown. Now that, he 
h~lcl, was an injury to the small producer, 
w1th whom there was no such agreement. 
Those were some of the reasons ''"hy he TCn­
tured to predict that it would be difficult for any 
Government to devise means for the full deve­
lopment of the railway resources of the colony. 
He was quite well aware that the -n~orking 
expenses of the railway were barely covered 
by the receipts ; and he Tenturccl to prophesy 
that whoever lived to see the raihmy extended 
to Brisbane ·would find that the fares from 
Toowoomba, Dalhy, or l{oma, would he no 
higher than from Brisbane to Ipswich. 
·whatever might be said in fa>or of their 
railway schemes, he unhesitatingly main­
tained that the railvmys had been the curse 
of the colony; and they still were the curse 
of the colony.· 'l'herc was an enormous debt 
resting on the colony, "\Yhich gave, as a matter 
of course, cause for heavy taxation, and, no 
doubt, increased ex11enditure ~.vonld occasion 
fnrther taxation. 'l'he present ordinary roads 
throughout the colony were a disgrace to 
the colony; and it was those railroads that 
had ruined the colony. The farmers had been 
actually robbed by them. .Many of the 
farmers had come to him with tears in their 
eyes, complaining that they had not the most 
ordinary facilities for the transport of their 
goods to market. It -n~ould,"he maintained, be a 
disgrace to the colony to make more raihmys 
until roads "\Yere provided for the farmers, to 
enable them to bring their produce to the 
nParest market at the least cost. Now, where· 
was it, he asked, that the railroacls should be 
carried to? vVhy, the Government was asked 
to carry them to 1\.oma. Now, that was 
sim]Jly to carry them into a wilderness. He 
admitted that the country in that district was 
splendid country for sheep and cattle, but 
certainly not, in his opinion, for farming 
and general agricultural pm'11oses. If the 
railway policy, advocated by the OJlposition, 
were carried out at the expense of the country, 
it would be a robbery of the country; but if 
it were clone at the expense of ca11italists, on 
the principles proposed, it would be a benefit 
to the colony. He held that if the line were 
cxtencled from Ips11·ich to Brisbane, as pro­
posed, the traffic would not be increased to 
the extent of 10,000 bales of wool per annum 
during the next ten years. Now, he main­
tained that no honorable member could say 
that Roma was cYer likely to become largely 
settled by an agricultural population. ln 
East Moreton there was a large population­
a large farming population-and if thrre wPre 
a railway through that district, he felt confi­
dent that a large addition to the revenue 
would accrue. lf they were to have railways, 
let them have them carried out in tho;e 
districts ·where there was likely to bo an 
increase of population, instead of having them 
through a district where their only advantage 
rroulrl he to afford greater facility for the 

bringing down of a few more bales of wool 
annually. It was well known that a survey 
hacl b0en made for the censtruction of a line 
of raihYay between Ipswich and Brisbane, and 
the latest jlroposi tion was that the terminus 
should be at South Brisbane. \V ell, if that 
scherne1rere carried out, Queen street, in Bris­
bane, would soon be totally clescrtecl, ancl the 
"\Yhole of the shipping would be transferred to 
the other side of the river. One of the most 
eloquent speeches the lwnorable member for 
the Western Downs eYer addressed to the 
House, was against the construction of a 
railway between Ipswich and Brisbane; a.ncl 
one of the most eloquent they had heard from 
the honorable member, lately, was in fayor of 
the linr. But the country "\Yould no longer put 
1111 ·with such a changing course of conduct. 
To check such a course of procedure was one 
of his objects for going into office ; but when 
he saw a better man come forward to occn11Y 
his plRcc, he would be happy to give way. 
Taking all the circumstances of the colony 
into consideration, he hoped the House­
misguided as it had been-vYould 1muse before 
it would inflict upon the colony, what he 
believed would be a gr0at disaster, by rejr-ct­
ing the Acldress in lleply to the Opening 
Speech. 

The Hon. R. PRING said he felt that, on 
the present occasion, he laborecl under some 
difficulty in addressing the House, because 
he felt he might be chargecl -n~ith being able 
to attune his conduct to the circumstances of 
the period; but he denied that such was the 
ease, and he could assure the House that 
he did not estimate his character as, no 
doubt, some of his opponrnts did. He should 
be sorry to ha>e lived so long as he had 
lived, and not to ha>e ftained informa­
tion that would justi(y him~in changing his 
opinions. He felt that it would be downright 
stuhbornnl'ss on his part if he did not change 
his opinions to accord with the changed cir­
cumstances of the colony. If he had changed 
his 11olitical views, or could be charged with 
having clone so, he could give a reasonable 
explanation for doing so. H c had li vecl in 
the world too long not to know that all things 
changed, and that the ideas "\Yhich he or any 
one else entertained at one time were not 
suited to the altered circumstances of the 
colony. The only regret he had in addressing 
the House from the Opposition benches was, 
that he should have to oppose the honorahle 
the Premi~r-a former colleague, and a 
gentleman whom he highly e.otcemed. How­
e>cr, he must say that private friendship 
would not deter him from taking the position 
he did on the present occasion, and at this 
important era of the history of the colony. 
He was a colleague of the present Premier 
about t1Yo years ago, and at that time he sup­
}}Orted the policy that "~as enunciated by the 
.Mackenzie Jl.linistry. "\Yell, the policy now 
brought before the House by the honorable 
the Colonial Secretary was nearly identical 
"ith that of Sir 1\obe:rt MacktnJZie. B11t 
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the House rejected that policy, and the 
Government, in consequence, resigned. Now, 
as that policy was unacceptable to the 
House, he woulrl not adopt it again. Since 
then the minds of men ha~l chanved, 
times had changed, and the circumstance~ of 
the colony had changed; and his views had 
also changed. And houorable members knew 
that, as they sot their shoulders to the wheel, 
it >~~as impossible to know what changes 
would be e:ffectecl. However depressed the 
condition of the colony might be considered 
to bo, there were, he maintained, in that 
Hou~c, men who possessed ideas and energy 
snliicicut to float the colony into a condition 
of 1wospcrity. He readily admitted that he 
lmd changed his poe;ition; ancl he had also 
changed his }JOlitics, but in doing so he had 
.clone no more than any honest man would do. 
Still he held that ho lmd not changed his 
Jlolitical view 3 any further than, as he thought 
\Youlcl be satisfactory to the colony-and that 
was suffieient for him. N 01v, when he 
elmngccl his views, and joined the Lilley 
Government, and went in for the Brisbane 
aml Ipswich ltailway, he was opposed by the 
Attomcy-Gencral of the present Govern­
ment ; but the electors of the Burnett chose 
him in preference to the present Attorney­
General. Ho was proud of that, because 
it showed him that his constituents con­
sidered that he lutd taken the right view of 
the position of the colony-and they endorsed 
his opinion. 'l'he houorable member who 
moved the aclo]Jtion of the Address had 
accused him of inconsistency in the matter of 
the Brisbane and Ips>vich Raihmy, and had 
qnoted from " Hansarcl" in support of his 
a:,scrtions. But the honorable member could 
not have understood the passage he quoted; 
and he would tell the honorable member that 
l10 1muld say the same tl1ing now, under 
certain circumstances. \Vhcn he adYocated 
the extension of the railway from I}Jswich to 
llrisbano, he stated that it had been proved 
to his mind, not only by calculations of his 
0\Yn, but by the calculations of those in whom 
he had reason to place the utmost confidence, 
that it would bo bencficinl to the colony 
to coutinuo tho line frmn Ip~wich to Bri~bane. 
'l'hohouorable member for \V est Moreton. Mr. 
Forbcs, had taunted him, and other hono~·ablo 
members on the Opposition side of the 
House, with desiring to obtain office for the 
s<tke of ohtaining £1,000 per annum. Now, 
he denied the insinuation that such was the 
grounds of Opposition; ancl what was more, 
he would suggest to the honmahlo member 
that the notice of motion that lutd been laid 
on the table of the House in the course 
of the afternoon, proposing that he, :Thir. 
Forbes, should be appointed Chairman of 
Committees, which would secure for him, if 
agreed to, either £300 or £500 a year, might 
haYo had something to do with his moving 
tho m1option of tho Address in l~eply. He 
(:\I r. l'riug) ha,l come there to do 1vhat ho 
could for the good of the country, and yet he 

0 

"-as charged by the honorable member for 
vV est JVIoreton with being a member of a 
])Olitical faction, and with being desirous 
of obtaining £1,000 a year. He thought 
he had said quite enough to dispose of th~t 
gentleman. He would now come to the mam 
question ; but, just before doing so, he would 
take the liberty of remarking that the Govern­
ment had as sum eel a most extraordinary 
lJosition. Still, it 1ms one he was not sur­
prised at their assuming, because he know 
that their combined power would not suffice 
to keep the Ministc1r for ·vv orks straight. 
He would also desire to express his high 
appreciation of the very mild and quiet wa,y 
in which the honorable the Premier so clearly 
explained his reasons for taking office ; and 
he would ask 11ermission to compliment him 
upon his taking office, because he believed 
the honorablo gentleman did so from a sincere 
desire to benefit the colony. At the same time, 
he must say there was one thing he could not 
understand on the part of the honorable gentle­
man-and it was this. He could not under­
stand why the honomble gentleman did all he 
could to turn the Lilley Government out of 
office, and the very next day after they 
succeeded to office, ask his honorable and 
learned friend to accept the office of Attorney­
General in the new Ministry. It did seem sur­
prising to him that the honorable gentleman 
at the head of the Government, on the clay after 
his acceptance of office, should have rushed to 
gentlemen who had previously held the office 
of l'remier, and asked them to take office 
under the present Minister for Public vV orks. 
That was one thing connected with the 
formation of the present Ministry that he 
could not understand. He must also say 
that he could not understand why tho horror­
able gentleman at the head of the Govern­
ment had asked the honorable member for 
:Mary borough to join him ; for that g~ntle­
man had always shewn himself to be, rf he 
might use the expression, an untamable mem­
ber-if ever there was such an ono. Now, he 
did not sec that the Ministry hacl any right 
to blame the Opposition for not giving them 
\Yhat was called a fair trial. What sort of 
a fair trial, he woulclliko to ask, did the pre­
sent JYiinistry, when in Opposition, give their 
}Jreclccessors P He felt inclined to ask whether 
honora ble members did not agree with him 
in believing that the now blood that had been 
infused into the House did not shew an inten­
tion on the part of the country to effect an 
alteration in the policy of the Government? 
l\ O\Y, the poliey enunciated by the 1wesent 
Government was in terms almost the same as 
that put forth by the former Government; 
so that there was no credit due to the honor­
able the Premier for anything in the way of 
advancement. vVhat right, then, had honor­
able members on the Government side of the 
House to endeavor to throw out the previous 
Ministry? Their Ollposition, he maintained, 
was of a purely }Jcrsoual mtture. The motion 
upon which the late Government was thro\vnout 
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was ono expressive of a want of confidcnco­
nnd the motion was tacked on to the Address 
in Reply to the Opening Speech. The Oppo· 
sition at that time admitted that the policy of 
the Government was good ; but they tackecl 
on to the Address a motion of want of confi­
dence-and there it was on the records of the 
House. Now the 11olicy of the late Govern· 
mcnt had been taken up by the present 
Government, as the honorable member for 
the Eastern Downs had shown ; and he (Mr. 
Pring) must say, that he could not sit in the 
House and submit to be governed by a 
:Ministry that would act in such a \Yay. Of 
course, he hoped it would l1e unclcrstoocl, that 
he was not speaking otherwise than}Jolitically; 
for he should be very sorry to say an unkind 
word of any one of the members of the 
present :Ministry. However, he would main· 
tain that the late Government did not obtain 
a fair trial. They were compelled to resign ; 
and he belieYcd it had been found by the 
country as well as by the House, that the 
Hous~, in thrmdng out the late .Ministry, had 
eomm1tted a great mistake, as regarded the 
welfare of the colony; and if that mistake 
hacl been made a sneer of, the sooner it was 
rectified the better ; and those members of 
the late Government, who might be hereafter 
entrusted with the reins of government, 
would be enabled to rectify it. He did not in­
clude all the members of the late Government 
in what he said, but he hoped to live long 
enough, to see the late Premier again in the 
position of Prime M inistcr of lhe colony. If 
the late Colonial Secretary was proml of 
the members of his Ministry, he (Mr. 
Pring) could say that he was proud to serve 
under him, and would bo willing to senc 
under him again. He fully trusted him 
when he entered his Government, and never 
·while he was a member of that Government, 
had he any reason to distrust him. And he 
would trust him again. He (Mr. Pring) had 
never had an opportunity of explaining his 
conduct, in joining the late Ministry, because 
the House Tms not in session when he did so; 
and having joined the Ministry so recently 
before the House met, it was not his duty to 
do what his leaders thougH it was judicious 
not to do. Ho was too >1ell trained in his 
profession not to know that it was not for 
l1im to get up and defend his leaders, who 
were in the House to defend thcmsel ves, if 
they thought fit. He belieYed that his 
colleagues endorsed his opinions; and he could 
assure the House that he endorsed theirs. He 
belieYecl it would have been better, when 
there Tms no one found to seeond the 
adoption of the Address in reply to the Onen­
ing Speech last session, that his honol~tble 
and learned friend Mr. Lillcy bad at once 
sent to His :Excellency the resignation of 
himself and colleagues. vY ere the members 
of the late Ministry to he accused of having 
resigned as dumb clogs, \Yhen it was well 
known that almost every member of the 
House was pledged to turn them out? He 

bcliovccl that the course the late Ministry took 
on that occasion would result in again placing 
them at the helm of affairs. ]'{ o doubt, every 
honora,blc member had his own notion as 
to 1rhat would be most conducive to the 
}Jl'OS}Jcrity of the colony; but it rc-;tcd ,,-ith a 
majority of the H onse to decide as to i.hc 
way in which the Government of tlw colony 
should bc caniccl out. If there \\~ere tKo 
}Jarties, differing in opinion, it \nmld be for th c 
majority to ,,ay which party should take the 
lead. .i'\ ow, he opposed the 11rcsent Govern­
ment because, in the first Jllace, he did not 
tl1ink their policy would be satisfaclmT io 
the colony. Ho bclieyd their policy to be 
retrogressive, instead of progressive; am1, 
further, he did not 1Nlievc the Government 

i intended to carry out ono-half of the mm­
surcs they proposed. He knew \Yhat they 
intended to do, if they could entrap the 
House into supporting them ;-but he \Yonld 
not tell them, lest he might tell them too 
much. He had taken the trouble-and it 
\Yas some trouble-to look np the '·pccdlC's 
made by the memlwrs of the Mini8try to their 
constituents, on the occasion of their re­
election, aml, judging by their Sllec~hes, 
the conclusion he nrrivcd at \\·as, that they 
intended to do nothing, bring nobody to the 
colony, spend no money, and yet pay off Hw 
debts of the colony. The Jwnorablc the 
Minister for Lands had hvo grand ideas­
the }Jromotion of cotton-growing, and j1ro­
tcction for ootton-gro\YCrs. Now, he wondered 
what the lwnorablc the Minister for \\T orb 
would go in for ~-Probably, 11rotcciion for 
sugar, or wool. No doubt, cyery member of 
the Ministry hacl his o>m little game. ll o 
consic1crccl the honoralJlc the Minister for 
vV orks showed he was grossly ignorant on 
the subject, when he attacked his (1\Ir. 
Pring-'s) honorahle eolleaguc, Mr. llaly, 
because of his views in regard to protection. 
VYhy, the question of protection hacl ginn 
rise to some of the greatest debates that lwcl 
ever taken place in the Imperial Parliament; 
ancl one of its results \HlS to conYert Sir 
Iio bcrt Peel, at one time the leader oftho Tory 
}Jarty, to the adoption of the princi1Jlcs of free 
trade. Yet, on tlw question of protection, they 
had been told by the sage Minister for 
vY orks, that the House must not deal with it 
till the Ministry lmcl stated what they were 
to do with it. As to the srcech of tl10 
honorable member for the \Y cstcm Do\Yns, 
the houora ble the Colonial 'frl'asurc.r, it 
shmYed that he was a greater squatter than 
ever he had previously appeared to be ; allll 
that he would go in for squatting more than 
ever he had clone, because he thought it tlto 
most likely thing to promote the progress of 
the colony. Now, he must say that he looked 
upon the present Ministry as a Ministry that 
Lad no intention to do anythin,c; whatever to 
make the colony progress. If he gauged the 
Ministry by tlwir hustings spccehes, he must 
say that he could have no faith in them, for 
their politics seemed to be wholly clistinct 
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from his. '\Vhen he last acldressccl the 
electors for the Burnett, he hacl to tell them 
that he would support the extension of the 
raihvay from Ipswich to Brisbane. He went 
up to Tabinga, and rode to the castle gates of 
his honorable collea·gue, J\1r. Haly, and 
asserted that he woulcl support the extension 
of the railway; but his honorable friend and 
colleague did not come to the hustings to 
oppose him. Hm;·ever, he carried his point; 
and, on that occasion, his opponent was the 
present Attorney-General, who said he would 
noyer consent to the construction of the Bris­
lmne and Ipswich R<tilway. The Attorney­
Geneml, in saying so, thought, no doubt, 
that he ;;·as playing a great card, but he 
did not succeed. \V ell, if he had no 
faith in them before, what could he 
think of them now, judging by their 
spc,~ches ; and more e~pecially when he 
found them pirating the politics of others? 
The tack was changEd. :Finding that the 
current of public opinion was against them, 
ancl that they had made a grand mistake in 
their hustings' speeches, they did as the 
JVIinister for Lands sai(l-they "trimmed." 
Therefore, he could have no confidence 
whatever in the present Government. They 
came for;;·ard and asked the House to give 
them a "fair trial." After what he had read 
in the ne;npapers, he clid not know what a 
"fair trial" meant ;-he thought they had 
lmd trial enough-a great deal too mueh. 
It always appeared to him-and he coinciclccl 
with what had been said Ly previous speakers 
-that, if they were honest politicians, the 
House would let them carry out their pro­
gramme, admitting that they intended to do 
so. But he <lid not accept their programme ; 
-their policy was not the policy that the 
country would care to have carried OLtt ;-it 
was a suicidal policy-it was ono that would 
prevent this colony from progressing; and, 
he thought, it was one that would keep the 
land in the hands of the squatters. These 
had fennel the mistake they had made in 
making railroads to open up tho country. 
If they had to consent, now, to the making of 
a milway to Too;.-oomLa, they would not clo 
it, and there would he none. It was an 
absurdity, now, to talk about not making 
railways. "\Vas it not better to carry rail­
ways into East and vV est J\1oreton, and the 
interior, than to stand still? The ohjcct of 
making milways was to open Ull the land­
to make ayailable that which, at present, was 
not aYailahle-to increase settlement- to in­
crease reyenue. Those were the reasons why 
he advocated the extension of raihmys, on 
the principle laid clown by the honorahlo 
member for Eastern Downs. If they could 
he citrricll out on that principle-which would 
require no money to be borrowed-then, he 
said, let the House, by all means, adopt that 
principle, and improve the colony. He could 
hardly talk coolly on the matter, to hear the 
1\linister for \Vorks' opinion as to running 
roads up and down East and West .More ton 

for the benefit of the farmers. He could 
understand that as nothing else but a sop for 
the farmers-it was seed sown with a view 
to the future ;-if there should he an elec­
tion, that was the season at which the crop 
>vould be produced. He said, bring the 
railway clown from Ipswich to Brisbane, and 
have a good system of road trusts to enable 
the farmer to go up to the Yarious points of 
the line, and to send his produce to market, 
whether that was Brisbane or Ipswich. Tlmt 
was the proper scheme. And, now, in 
reference to the Queen's Speech-and a 
more miserable exhibition it was never his 
lot to sec or listen to ;-in the first place, it 
was an extraordinary document ; and he 
ycntured to say such a one was never laid 
before any Parliament, imperial or colonial; 
because, the first two paragraphs contained 
a censure upon the late JYiinistry, upon acis 
endorsed by the head of the Executive-the 
same head as of the present GoYornment. 
How was the Goyernor advised, ·he asked, 
that such a document was eYor prepared P 
It showed the utter ignorance of His Excel­
lency's present advisers of what was clue to 
their position and to the Parliament; and he 
would recommend them-and especially the 
JYiinister for \V orks-to make themselYes 
acquainted. with what was constitutional. Ho 
would shew wlmt was the duty of an in­
coming Ministry to an outgoing Ministry :-

"All public officers are required to lwve behind 
them, when they retire from office, wlmtever 
public documents mn,y hn,ve come into their 
possession during their term of oJHco, in order 
that "' complete history of all public tmnsactions 
may be preserved in the archives of the depart­
ment. Private letters, however, c1o not come 
within this rule, even though they m>ty exclusively 
relate to affairs of state. llut no ex-Minister is at 
liberty to quote in Parliament from any document 
which he may have received while in office, unless 
it has first been made public by being laid before 
Parliament. 

" vVhen an Opposition comes into office, it is 
not expected to abandon its own engagements 
and adopt those of its antagonists. And though, 
as \VC have seen, it is customary for in-cmning 
Ministries to ratify and give effect to the intentions 
of their predecessors in the distribution of per­
sonal honors and rewards, yet they are under no 
such obligation in any matter which involves a 
question of public policy. If they disapprove of 
contemplated arrangements, agreed upon by their 
predecessors, but 1~ot fully compl8ted when the 
change of Ministry took place, they are justified 
in perempt.)!'ily over-ruling such arrangements ; 
all(l they may properly avail themselves of any 
technicality to refrain from the formal completion 
of a grant, appointment, or commission, issuable 
by the Crown, for which they are not willing to 
become responsible. 

" It has never been the usage in England for 
any Government, u p~n acceding to office, to make 
use of its power and influence in Parliament, to 
bring under investigation the acts of its prede­
cessors. Those acts wore open to Parliamentary 
criticism wlwn they were performed, and being 
unconclcmnecl at the time1 must be presumed to. 
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have been sanctioned. It ie, of course, competent 
to Parliament to investigate particular matters of 
complaint against im1ividual ex-Ministers, when­
ever facts are brought to light which call for 
inquiry. But the power of a Government should 
never be employed again-t their· predecessors in 
office, to obtain a censure upon their past policy 
for mere party considerations, or to promote nu 
inquiry into the policy and justice of public 
measures which were unclcrtuken by them whibt 
they held the reins of government." 

That was from "Todd." He asked l1ow the 
1\Iinistcr for \7\f orks coultl reconcile his con­
duct when he attacked the late Miuisler for 
vVorks-until he actually caused unpleasant­
ness from the number of times he was con­
tradicted- when documents which would 
afford information ''ere not laid before Pm·lia­
mcnt-how could he reconcile his conduct 
with what was bid down by Mr. Tocld P No 
such lino of conduct hacl ever before been 
witnessed. There could be nothing but recri­
minations, ancl who was to decide >Yhich was 
right and which >Yas wTong? Such conduct 
hy that honorable member was worthy of ono 
who did not know his duties, and who never 
would know them, and vYho was always led 
mvay to attack and abuse e\'erybody; and 
who, instead of supporting the policy of his 
Government- instcacl of achocating their 
principles, haclmaclo a speech that, s'o far as 
tlw Ministerial }Jolicy was concerned, might 
lmyc come from the Opposition side. Not one 
>Yord did he say \Yhy he consented to the 
Opening Speech as an exposition of lJolicy ; 
uot a w0rd of what he was going i.o clo fur 
the country, not a single word ]JUt abuse. 
Now, about the steamer. Ho (Mr. Pring) 
understood the honorablo the Colonial Secre­
tary to say that the contract ,,-as not re]m­
diatcd. Ho could tell tlw honorable member, 
he hoped without being charged with c!is­
courtcs_y, that he was positiYcly mistaken; 
lte most solemnly saicl tlmt the contract >Yas 
repudiated by the Govcrnnwnt, and he woulcl 
}lWYC it by the telegrams which were amongst 
the documents on the table, and he coulcl 
Jn·ove it hy the Executive minute that fol­
lowed the legal opinion of the Attorney­
General, which was not acce]Jtecl, but wns 
rl'jected as bacl law-ancl u1mn his (Mr. 
l'ring's) achice, absolutely .. That legal 
opinion was now before the House. It hacl 
been adopted by the Cabinet, and >ms subso­
rpcntly rejected upon his opinion. 

'l'he COLONIAL SECRETARY : How p vVe 
ncYer had your opinion. 

'l'he Hon. 1{. PmNG : No. The Govern­
ment got holcl of the wrong opinion-smne­
bocly dso got the right Ollt'. 'l'ltat was how 
the lJOnomblo gentleman knP'' nothing about 
it. He maintained that the late Colonial 
Secretary, Mr. Lilley, >Yas perfectly justified 
in what he did; and it was most unfair that 
this matter should have been inducled in the 
Speech, before the House eoultl possibly 
<leciclu wlwtlwr lhe c-onduc-t or policy of ihe 
late Government in reference to the steamer 

was a good one or a bacl one. The whole of 
the documents should be htid before the 
House, and a motion founrlccl on tl1cm at the 
proper time-when the House should be iu 
]Josscssion of all information. But it was 
\\Toner, it was unconstitutional, that the matter 
should be mentioned in the (~ueen's t'}ll'Ceh. 
He clid not wish his word to be eallecl in 
que~tion, in any way; but he said, ,_-ith the 
most sincere belief that he wa; correct, that 
the Minister for \Vorks always said, and he 
had heard it mootccl onn· and oYer again, that 
he adYocated the construetiou of ono steamer 
and orposec1 the con,<Jruc-tion of three 
steamers. }'or himself (.iHr. Pring), he 
opposed, in the Cabinet, the construetion of 
three steamers, but he agreed "ith the 
majority of i.he Cabinet in lmving one ~teamet·. 
He might say-and the late i>renuer, .M:r. 
Lillcy, would allow him to say iL-that that 
honomble gentleman told him he was wrong, 
ancl the Minister for \Vorks was wrong in 
what they did. 

-;'1/[r. LILLEY: Hear, hear. 
The Hon. It. PnrNG: He should not 

weary the House, or further take up their 
time, by saying anything about i.hc policy of 
contracting for the steamer. The time woulc1 
come for that, and he had no doubt tlmt ihe 
House and the country would endorse that 
policy. He believed that the present Gov­
ernment would ltaye clone the same umlcr 
the circumstances. He admitted that it \Hls 

not constitutional to do it; but he clicl not 
care for the opinion of the hmwrable memlll'r 
for \Vest l\loreton, 1\Ir. Forbcs, when he 
talked about I~arl Granville's dc8palch. He 
did not care for the despatch, either. M ore 
than that, the Colm1y of Vidoria refi.tsecl (o 
receive it. Let any honorablc mt•mhcr Jell 
him what I~arl Granville ltad i.o clo with that 
House? Perhaps his Lordship \YOulcl find 
it out himself, by-and-bye. All wc hacl to do, 
as colonists, >nts to look to our Parliament 
and to our Government, and to the GoverJtoe 
as tlw representative of our Sow•reign tlto 
Queen. HonorablLJ members would learn, if 
they rearl the proper lJooks, that the Sccrelary 
of the Colonies ;yas only a very ornamental 
appendage for the disrensation of patronage; 
but he greatly forgot himself when he >Hoto 
his des1mi.eh to a free colony under re,;ponsiblo 
govcrnrncnt. '.L'ltis "-as not a Crown colony, 
Hmt he was to rule. He might »Tite any 
number of despatches he chose; they would 
have the same effect. But, after all, if any 
one would take the trouble to reacl the 
despatch refenecl to, he would see tbat it did 
not go w far as was s:tid. even by the gl'l at 
pec~s of New South \Vales, which misapprc­
hcmlNl its ie110r. He did not go to tlw 
e:dPut of saying that it was unconstitutional 
to expend money or to cuter into contracts 
withouttlw sanction of Parliament, but" under 
certain circume;tanccs." vYho 1vas to judge 
of cerlain ciremnstanccs? The l'arliameut­
tJ,c people, through their ]"('}Jl"csentatin•s. 
1he Govemment had a right to do so, so loug 
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ns they were trusted by the Pnrliamcnt. 
That was indisputable. 'l'hcrofore, when a 
Government miscondncted themselves, the 
J>arliament was their constituted judge; 
and all knew tluLt the late Government had 
been judged and punished. Yet the matter 
was raked up, again and again. Never »as a 
more mn>orthy act committed by ono 
Ministry tomtrds another tlum that. Now, 
he would shew that the contract »as a good 
and valid one, entered into between the 
parties to it, and not as the Attorney-General 
said-

" The contract is sufficient in form, and would 
be good if nmde between competent parties ; bnt 
I think it fttils in that particular, and is not en­
forceable by J\!Ir. ]\fort until mtified by Ptwlia­
lnent." 

He would stake his legal reputation that it 
·was. 

"I am of opinion that the Government cannot, 
without the expres' sanction of Parliament, bind 
the colony to sneh >t contract; unless they 
derive special authority under some st,ttutc." 

He was perfectly satisfierl they could. The 
Attorney-(}pneml was running his head 
against a })Ost. 

"I know of no stnJute giving such authority;'' 

J-Ie C:Ur. Pring) did not suppose the Attorney­
General did. 

"for though the Postage Act (16 Victoria, No. 
35) empewers the Postmaster-General, under 
instructions, to n1ake contracts 'for or in respect 
of the conveyance of mails by sea,' these words 
would not, iu my opinion, auth01·ise a contract 
for building steamers." 

That was the opinion the Go>ernment got to 
repudiate the contract. Now, was not this 
rqmdiation P-

"The Treasury, 
"Queensland, 7th June, 1870. 

"In reply to yonr lettm· of the 3rrl instant, 
making application f t• a payment of four 
thousttncl one hundred ancl twenty-five pounds 
(£\125) on tcecount of "'contract between your­
self ancl the previous Government of this colony, 
I have the honor to inform you that the present 
Government, being of opinion that they have no 
power, without the express sanction of Pm·litc­
rnent, to commit the colony to tcny snch contract, 
dceline to interfere in the matter in any way 
"\vhatc¥er.'' 

He could construe it no other »ay. If Mr. 
J\fort had liked to accept that as doing mYay 
with the contract, he conlcl have commenced 
an action against the Government; that »oulcl 
han~ given him a right to do so. He (JI!Jr. 
Pring) tol<l the Government they would have to 
pay, wht'tlwr the Parliament Yoted the money 
or not, for the Court wonlrl give jmlgnwnt 
against them. The learned At torney-Geueral 
ilid 110t appear to know the simple dis­
tindion between tl1o right of the Gonrmucnt 
to enter into a contract, and the voting of 

money by Parliament. The contractor to do 
the work had nothing to do with the Parlia­
ment. If Parliament would not vote the 
money, the law would make the Government 
find it. Parliament never did enter into 
details. The Government were formed, and 
they put into operation, by their authority, 
such matters as contracts, which they, and 
not the Parliament, entered into. vV as it 
not repudiation, when, by a contract, a certain 
amount of work was done, a certain sum of 
money should bo 1mid, that money was not 
paid? .Everybody who knew anything about 
a contract, knew thnt the money wn,s paid 
from time to time as the work progressed. 
Voting the money by Parliament had nothing 
to do with the contract, although it might 
affect the existence of the Government. 
The present Government did not know ·what 
repudiation meant, if they ~aid they did not 
repudiate the contract; but he knew that 
they had rcr1ucliated it. \Vith the greatest 
respect for the honomble the Secretary for 
\V orks, and without wishing in the slightest 
degree to reflect upon his veracity, he (M1·. 
l'ring) hoped that the cmwersation would l>e 
tnken down carefully, thnt it might go to 
J\fr. lviort, and that Mr. J\fort would endorse 
whnt the honorable gentleman had said; 
because he "Wished the matter settled. The 
late Government ·wished the contraet to be 
entm·ed into, subject to the sanction ~f Pm·lia­
ment ; but the contractor would llave no­
thing to do with the Parliament; and how he 
could say the late Government had actetl 
unconstitutionally, when he tempted them to 
do what had been done, he (:vir. Pring) could 
not conceive. There was a grave mistake 
somewhere, ancl he ho11ed J\fr. Mort would 
set it right. He thought he had addressed 
the House at very great length on the most 
important matters in the Speech, and that he had 
sho1Yn that the late Govci·nmenthad been \ery 
hardly dealt with ; and also, that the present 
Government scarcely understood their duties 
at all, ancl had committed very grave breaches 
of duty as Ministers. He did not believe in 
their policy; and he did not think they meant 
to carry it out ; he never did, ancl never would, 
believe in them ; and he meant to oppose 
them "tooth and nail." Something had been 
said about the position assumed by the Oppo­
sition; but he vms not aware that it was 
necessary for an Opposition to define any 
policy. It 'vas only the duty of the Opposi­
tion to disagree with the 11olicy of the Govern­
ment as set forth in the Governor's Speech; 
but, inasmuch as at the present season it 
would be highly inconvenient for the public 
not to kno»~ the f'tate of political feeling in 
the House, it hacl been deemed judicious and 
'Yise tlmt the Opposition should have a policy. 
It had been laid before the House,, in order 
that it might rmch the country, to !n·ove to 
Hw eonntry that the Opposition ·were well 
1wcparcd with a good and defined poFcy, 
which they deemed woulcl be more beneficial 
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than the ono put for\l"ard by the Government; 
and the Opposition would, if permitted, in 
the course of events, carry out their policy. 
There "\\'ere many other honorable members 
to speak ; and he felt that he had detained 
the House too long already. He could go on 
talking for hours upon subjects of interest 
to the peO}Jlo of this colony. The Minister 
for "'\Vorks laughed, out this \\"as not a time 
for jesting, but for serious consideration. If 
ever an important debate took place in the 
Assembly,· it was on the present occa,ion, 
when there were two well defined parties­
when there \\"as to be no log-rolling, which he 
hoped never to sec again as long as he lived 
-to choose bct>Ycen ; and it was no time for 
laughter. Ho hopecrtlw House would not find 
fault with him for not going through the 
amendments seriatim; he should gi>e them 
his sn]Jport, sincerely believing that if ever a 
poiicy could be fttithfully carried out embrac­
ing ,,-hat was contained in those amendments, 
a new era would shine upon this colony. 

J\fr. HALY saicl he would not lm>e risen 
to take part in the debate had not his 
honorablo colleague mentioned his name 
and his station. He had before stated 
privately and publicly that he would sup­
port the .late Go.-ernnvmt, to see what 
they could do, on the same principle as he 
now sup1Jorted the present Government. 
But he must warn the late Premier, as a 
friend of his, against his supporters. He 
had been besieged for his vote, last session, 
against the late Go>ernment, prior to that 
lwnorable gentleman being turned out of 
office, and by those Yery members who now 
sat around him; and he had heard them say 
things of him which he told them he could 
not believe. Ho told the honorable gentleman 
when he met him in the street ; and he now 
warned him not to trust them again. Honor­
able members on the Opposition side of the 
House were trying to run the country to 
ruin for the sake of Brisbane, and nothing 
else. Their railway policy would ruin the 
colony. The House had been told that 
labor was bei"ng driven out of the colony. He 
wished his honorable colleague would not 
leave the House, now he had got np to 
speak ;-the honorable gentleman never faced 
him, though he had just talked about board­
ing the lion in his den at 'l'aabinga ;-he was 
not game to face him ! It was the enormous 
amount of taxation which had to be pttid, on 
account of the railway policy, that drove the 
labor away. Paying such an enormous 
amount in duties, he could not afford to pay 
such high wages, or employ so much lahor, 
as before. He could bring nothing to his 
station that was not taxed; he could not 
sign a bill but he had also to pay a tax; and 
all that was on account of a J:laltry railway 
which could not pay its working expenses. 
And, now, the House were asked to make 
more railways. He was ashamed of the 
Jfop~r: the Op:positio11 \Ycre th(3 -very men 

who deceiyed the late Premier, turned out 
his Government disgracefully, ancl yet were 
now supporting him and coming forward to 
vote against the present Government. The 
Opposition were not ·worthy of tru.<t. He 
(Mr. Haly) did not assist them in any way to 
turn out the late GoYernment, and they askc(l 
him for his vote. He now supported this 
Government, O>ery member havingunwillingly 
taken office. His honorable colleague, the 
late Attorney-General, had not stopped to 
hear what he had to say ;-he coulcl tell him 
something if he had remained in the House. 
'l'he honomblo gentleman had given him a chal­
lenge, and had promise cl to giYe him notice. to 
meet him at Gaync1ah, or at any other pollmg 
IJlacc, or no polling ]Jlace; but the notice never 
came. and he was not aware that the honorable 
gentl~manhad passe cl his shtion-had sneak eel 
by like a drowned rat ! The honorahlc gentle­
man could make a good spo~ch in the House, 
could make black appear wlnte; hut he could 
not fight it out in the terms of his om1 chal­
lenge, and did not attempt to c1o ~o. But, even 
thcii, he woulclnc>er ha Ye been returned, if he 
had not }Jromised to behaye himself, ancl be a 
good boy for the future. He had before told 
the honorable gentleman, that all he cared to 
be returned for, was the £1,000 a year as 
Attorney-General. He had maclo a tool of 
the Burnett, which returned him for that, 
which alone was what he wanted or care cl for; 
ancl for all he said, he had not one iota of 
respect for the poor man, or for the colony. 
He cared for nothing but himself. He made 
the 11eople believe that he was going to do 
wonders, but when he had the opportunity, 
why did he not do all those works, 11·hich 
he said were so necessary in the new era 
which "-as dawning on the colony? ~he 
honorable member for Eastern Downs, w1th 
whom his honorable colleague was acting, 
had hcen doing such works for years, and 
what was the result ?-running the colony to 
destruction. If this colony "-as without 
responsihle GoYcrnment, was a Crown colony, 
it would have clone better--

Mr. ATKIN : Treason! 
:Mr. HALY: He did not care whether it 

was treason or not; it was true. If Queens­
laud was a Cro11·n colony, the employers 
would he able to pay laborers their wages, 
and tl1e country would be far more advanced 
in eYcry way than it was. \Yhcn he saw its 
affairs disordered by mrn >rho were not 
actuated by any desire for its interests, but 
solely for the emoluments of office, how 
could he think othen1·ise? Re did not care 
for treason; let his constituents turn him out 
if they did not like it, hut he >roulcl say it. 
'l'Le late Premier ought not to sit with such 
men. Let no one think he (~Ir. H aly) >vas 
o·pJ10Sed to railways; for he >Yas in fin-or of 
them, as he >>as in ISrJ3, when he voted 
against them because the Government would 
not tell him w}w,t they would cost. J nstctH1 
of al•out :l;;,t,OOO a milo, they har1 rost l)e:lrt!r 
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£20,000. There was no stronger supporter 
of railways than he if they could be made at 
a certain rate, to work at a little ]Wofit. If 
they would only pay the interest, or part of 
the interest, on their cost, he would say the 
Parliament had a right to go on with them. 
If companies could be got to undertake ancl 
complete them, without draining the colony 
and impoverishing the Treusury, he had no 
objection. If they could be made for £.2,000 
E mile, snncl them throughout ]~ust and vV est 
Moreton, ancl np to Roma, without fear ;­
though the district of Uoma would never be 
known as an agricultural country. The 
thousands and tlwusunds of acres of good 
land in the Valley of the Brisbane, with all 
the facilltics for irrigation at a small cost from 
the natmal rosorvoiJ', the Brisbane lEver, 
pointotl that country out as the futuro garden 
of Queensland; ancl it possessed adyantages 
far exceeding those of the \Yestcrn country; 
and he hoped yet to see the Valley of the 
I3eis bane n garclen surpassing any 11art of 
:East or \V est Moreton or Darling Dom1s. 
'l'Lere were but a few squatters at }{oma, and 
to m~1ke a railway to that point was a delusion. 
Population would not be got to settle there. 
lleferring to the Station \V ages Dill, which 
lmd been brought fonmrd by the honorable 
member for Maranoa, he (Mr. Haly) charac­
terised it as a popularity-hunting dodge. 
Squatters were not the only men who diclnot 
}JaY their laborcrs' wages. 'l'herc was an 
unfortunate gentleman, upon whom he did not 
wish to reflect, representing another class, 
the farmers, who had not been able to pay 
his Polynesian la borers. No matter who em­
}1loyccl a la borer, he ought to have his wages; 
and he never would support any measure 
directed against or to support any one class. 
lf railways must be made, they must be 
made at a lo11 cost, and he repro(tucti.-e. Bnt, 
in his opinion, the colony would never be made 
anything of until irrigation was established, 
and the steam plough was an institution; then, 
there might be immigration, and the people 
sent far and ,,-ide up the Brisbane, and on to 
J\ockharnpton. He was a practical farmer. 
T"ancl in America was not worth a fm·thing­
it would not keep a bandicoot-until it was 
cleared; and to compare any 11art of British 
K orth America with the Valley of the l3ris­
bane, 11as an absurdity to any man who had 
been there. Of course he took into consider­
ation the long and severe winter there. vVith 
irrigation, a crop could be secured hero every 
season of the year. But a roor man could 
he pnt on the land an cl would starve; he 1Yantcd 
something else to live. To settle the land, 
so as to ensure a prosperous state ofthings, IYHS 

"lmt the Parliament should direct its attention 
to; he 1n1s hopeful yet to see it realised, 
and although not a .-ery young man, he 
expcetecl yet to see Queensland thrive-but 
not unclcr the policy of the U11position. 

On the motion of l\1 r. Lillev, the debate was 
:dJonnv,,l untH nC';~t <.by. " · 
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