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136 [.A.SSEMBLY.j Responsible Advisers. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Wednesday, 27 January, 1869. 

Ministerial Explanation.- The Governor's Responsible 
Advisers. 

MINISTERIAL EXPLANATION. 
Formal motions and routine business 

having been disposed of, 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL rose and said,­

Mr. Speaker-Before we proceed with the 
remaining business of the clay, I may inform 
the House that I am in a position to state 
that I have a reasonable prospect of being 
able, before the meeting of the House, to­
morrow, to form a Ministry that, I believe, 
will command the support of a fair majority 
of the House. I have every facility placed 
in my hands for that purpose by my horror­
able colleague, the Colonial Treasurer. He 
has acted in a way, at all events, that I 
believe enables me to have a very reasonable 
prospect of being able to form a working 
.;.\1inistry, by to-morrow. 

Mr. \VALSH presumed that the motion on 
the paper, in his name, was not affected by 
the intim~tion just given to the House by 
the Premier. He addressed the honorable 
gentleman, through the Speaker, and in­
formed him that his motion was directed at 
l\fr. Charles Lilley. It mattered not to him 
(Mr. W alsh) what coalition was formed by 
the honorable member at the head of the 
Government : it was his duty to proceed 
against l\Ir. Lilley, and against Mr. Lilley's 
Government, and he did not wish him to 
think, for a moment, that any party he could 
make on either side of the House could 
divert him (Mr. \V alsh) from following out 
his motion. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I have no ob­
jection to meet the honorable member's 
motion ; and I can well understand why he 
directs it at me. 

THE GOVERNOR'S RESPOXSIBLE 
ADVISERS. 

1fr. vV ALSH, by leave, amended the motion 
standing in his name on the notice paper, and 
moved it as follows :-

" 1. That His Excellency's Responsible Advis­
ers do not possess the confidence of this House. 

" 2. That the above resolution be forwarded to 
His Excellency the Governor." 

He said he wished it to be most distinctly 
understood that he regretted that the duty he 
had to perform should be imposed upon him : 
it was not one which he had intended to take 
upon himself, but one in which he would 
most cordially assist any other honorable 
members. He felt that only such a motion 
could place the 11inistry and the Opposition 
in their proper positions in the House. It was 
at the earnest request of the late ~Iinister for 
Lands and \V orks that he undertook the 
responsibility of introducing the motion ; and, 
he believed, it was actuated by proper motives. 

Having been grossly assailed, yesterday, by 
the Premier-in a manner to wound his feel­
ings-if the honorable member for Eastern 
Downs had brought forward the motion him­
self, it might be said-and the world would 
not be too charitable-that he acted from 
personal motives. But he (Mr. \v alsh) did 
not believe the honorable member for Eastern 
Downs could be justly so charged, even if 
he performed the task himself. From a 
conversation he had with the honorable gen­
tleman, yesterday, so convinced did he appear 
to be of the unrighteousness of his late col­
leagues, of their unfitness to conduct the 
business of the country, that, for the public 
welfare, every one of them should be removed 
from office. Had his honorable friend 
explained to the House as clearly as he had 
to him ("i\Ir. W alsh) how that was, he would 
have shown that he was perfectly justified in 
taking the course appointed to himself on the 
present occasion. The honorable gentleman 
was not in the House to verify what 
was now said ; but, no doubt, he would 
be in attendance very shortly, and explain 
matters clearly. Now, having taken upon 
himself to bring forward such a motion, 
it was incumbent on him (Mr. \Valsh) to 
give his reasons for it; and he should be 
very much mistaken if they were not suffi­
cient to convince the honor and the intellect 
of the House that his proceeding was justi­
fiable and correct. It had been laid down 
most eloquently and most forcibly by the 
Premier, not long since, that no ~Iinistry 
who had not the confidence of a majority of 
the House ought to carry on the Govern­
ment; and, admittedly, the late Government 
had not a strong working majority-in fact, 
it had been proved that, unless in a full 
House, they had not adequate support at all. 
There seemed no probability whatever of the 
present Government obtaining a working 
majority in the House. It had been said, 
and, no doubt, in a feeling way, with the best 
views, that the great desire of the present 
Government was to have a fair trial, in order 
that there might be no more delay in the 
]JUblic business ; but, experience had shown 
that a weak Government could not carry on 
the business of the country, and to delay 
longer, on that plea, would be to fritter away 
the time of honorable members. Had any­
thing been done by the Government in 
power? \V ere there not rumors to justify 
the House in supposing that the Government 
would never command a decent majority ? 
Did that exposure of yesterday indicate that . 
the Government would ever command the 
confidence of the House or the country P 
Therefore, he (Mr. W alsh) thought he was 
advancing the very strongest reason against 
the continuance in office of the present 
Ministry, when he said, with the best inten­
tions towards them, that they had not, and 
could not get, a working majority in the 
House. The statements made by the honor-
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able the Attorney-General against the ~onor­
able member for Eastern Downs, hrs late 
colleague, must inevitably separate them for 
ever. Their views could never coincide. If 
they could, then those honorable members 
would be proved to be the greatest political 
hypocrites, the greatest misleaders of public 
opinion, the greatest falsifiers of each other's 
character, that any colony had yet produred. 
It was impossible for them ever to combine 
again ;-the Premier and the House could 
never expect the honorable member for 
Eastern Downs to act but in opposition to 
him ;-it was totally impossible that he could 
do otherwise, aftPr the charges that had been 
brought against him by the head of the Govern­
ment. Why could not the prPsent Ministry 
ever hope to obtain a majority in the House P 
Because there was a sufficient number of 
honest and independent gentlemen in the 
House who would always reprobate them for 
the way they had obtained the reins of power. 
Their conduct towards their predecessors in 
oilice-the way in which they had hounded 
them down-covered them with shame for 
ever. He never gave them his support-he 
was never in the secrets of the late Govern­
ment-but he would say that there never was 
a body of men more grossly maligned, or 
worse treated, than they had been. Could 
he, then, support gentlemen who had been 
guilty of such conduct towards their prede­
decessors as the present Government P Could 
they ever expect forgiveness to he extended 
to them by the supporters of the late Govern­
ment P He called upon the House to say if 
he ever was a supporter of the late Govern­
ment, until he saw the shameful way in 
which they were treated? He never could 
become a supporter of a Government such as 
the present, who had scrambled for office in 
the way they had done-by unjust means. 
His second reason, to justify him in bringing 
forward the motion, was that unconstitutional, 
that shameful threat, which was uttered by 
the Premier, yesterday. No man of spirit 
would support any Government that made 
such a threat. The rumor was, in town, th11t 
the honorable gentleman had in his pocket 
the means of dissolving the Assembly. That 
aroused opposition amongst the honorable 
gentleman's own friends, and of every horror­
able member-as such a thing ought to do. 

)\,fr. FRA.Ncrs: Hear, hear. 
JVIr. W A.LSH : He meant, essentially, honor­

able members. What conclusion could he 
come to, if he now voted with the Govern­
ment? That he was afraid to go to his con­
stituents: by such a vote he would brand him­
self a coward. Although it had been recalled, 
while that threat rang in their ears, the 
House never could-he never vrould-consent 
to support a Ministry whose head utterPd 
sueh a threat. He trusted, for the honor of 
His Excellency the Governor-he trusted, 
for the s1tfety of His Excellency, as well as 
for his henor-that thoro was no foundation 
for such a threat. He trusted for the sake 

X 

of that gentleman who presided over the 
affairs of this colony--. 

The AT:roRNEY-GENERA.L rose to order, and 
objected to the use of His Excellency's name 
in that way. 

Mr. vV ALSH said he had no doubt that the 
Premier would object to everything he said; 
but he repeated what he had said, ancl he 
hoped his words would reach His Excellency. 
It was his duty to endeavor to get his voice 
heard by His Excellency, so that he should not 
aequiesce in the unconstitutional proceeding 
o± the present JIIIini~try. If there was no 
other thing than that threat to dissolve, the 
House would not be jmtified in allowing 
them to carry on the business of the country. 
But their con<luct was doubtful and objection­
able from the beginning-it was dreadful. 
'l'heir eonduct tmmrds one another was of 
that character. From the very moment 
thPy entered upon the enjoyment of their 
unrlghteous Government-before they were 
sworn in, they commenced-they were wrang­
ling with each other. The statement of the 
Premier, yesterday, amounted to this :-He 
know from the first that his honorable 
colleague, the late Secretary for Lands and 
\V orks, was a traitor-that he was working 
against him. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It was one of 
those rumours that had reached him, that the 
honorablo gentleman was not working cor­
dially with him and the Government. He 
said he had heard it ; he did not say that he 
knew it. 

J\fr. vVALSH: The honorable member must 
pardon him for saying what he had said: as 
the statement had fallen on his ear, he under­
stood that the Premier had charged the 
honorable member for Eastern Downs with 
being a traitor from the commencement. 
However, the Premier had given his col­
league summary notice, and dismissed him. 
\V as it not monstrous that the Premier should 
attempt to carry on the Government with such 
colleagues as he now had? He (l\fr. Walsh), 
was not in the House to .defend Mr. Macal­
ister. He knew that honorable gentleman 
was a great public sinner ; he knew that 
there had bef.'n inflicted, by him, a great 
burden of debt on the country. Thathonor­
able member was the delinquent ; it was by 
his policy-by his dodge-that the country 
was so deeply in debt. But was it fair of the 
Premier, after he hacl taken to his bosom the 
greatest political renegade the country ever 
produced, and when he (:Hr. Walsh), knew 
that he looked on the honorable member for 
Eastern Downs as a very tower of strength 
to his )\,finistry->ms it fair, he asked again, 
to say that he mistrusted the honorable 
member from the commencement ? Yet, 
nothing that the Premier could do, would 
cause him (Mr. 'Yalsh), any surprise. No 
doubt, he would be reaclv to take the honor­
able member for Eastern Downs again to his 
bosom. :Dut the statement made to him by 
his honorable friend, lVIr, 1\Iacalister, yest<ll.'• 
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day, utterly p1•ecluded that: bad as he was, 
as a politician, the honorable member for 
Eastern Downs would never consent to that. 
If the Premier fancied, at any time, that he 
could dispense with the honora ble the Colonial 
Treasurer, he (Mr. Walsh), had no doubt he 
would do so. And, he would dispense with 
that great weakness of the Ministry, the 
Colonial Secretary. No doubt, that honorable 
gentleman would, some day, get a procla­
mation putting him out of o:flice. Assuredly, 
his days were numbered; and he must go, 
as soon as ever it suited the ideas of the 
Premier. Until yesterday, the honorable 
member at the head of the Government 
never ventured to make such assertions as he 
had made against that popular southern 
member, Mr. Macalister; but, after that 
exhibition of his (the Attorney-General's) 
unfitness for his position-after telling the 
House and the countTy that he would not 
let the late Secretary for Lands and \V orks 
into his office to put his private papers to 
rights-after treating him_as a man arrested 
on a warrant would not be treated, for even 
he would have a right to go into his own 
house-after treating his late colleague as a 
burglar-he asked to be allowed to go on 
with the Government. The honorable mem­
ber, the late Secretary for Lands and \V orks, 
had to send to a late subordinate in his office 
to get his own papers ;-he was not allowed 
to enter his office even for that purposP. 
There was the spectacle of a gentleman, who 
had been the hope of the country for years, 
treated as a burglar ;-as if a policeman had 
been set to watch him, with instructions not 
to lose sight of him. 

The ATTORNEY-GENER.A.L begged to correct 
the honorable member foy Maryborough. 
The honorable member for Eastern Downs 
never applied, at any time, for his papers ; 
and he was not watched. 

Mr. W ALSH : The honorable the Attorney­
General did really say, that "he knew him, 
the honorable member for Eastern Downs, 
too well to let Mm back into his office." 
The honorable member for Eastern Downs 
had not even been allowed to go into that office 
which the honorable the Premier had often af­
firmed that he and he alone was fit to manage. 
No doubt the other colleagues of that horror­
able gentleman would receive similar treat­
ment. As for the Colonial Secretary, he 
could almost assure him that his days were 
numbered. He must also allude to the 
very unfair way in which the present Gov­
ernment hacl treated the Bills and documents 
left by their predecessors in office, and the 
way they had falsified those documents. 
He conside1•ed their conduct in that respect 
most atrocious. The members of the late 
Ministry were not ashamed of anything they 
had done; each member had, perhaps, his 
own crotchets, but they were prepared to 
work harrnoniously and to help each other. 
When they were about to go out of office 
they had certain Estimates prepared; and, 

although he (Mr. Walsh) very seldom inter­
fered with the members of that Government, 
he did upon that occasion caution the then 
Colonial Secretary not to leave those Esti­
mates in the hands of his successors, and 
judging from the false pretences with which 
those gentlemen had come into office, he 
was led to believe that they had not been 
honestly dealt with. The present Ministry 
had in fact seized upon those documents and 
made use of them in the most unjustifiable 
manner for political pur]JOses. The honor­
able member for the J\II:aranoa, and the 
honorable member for Western Downs, 1fr. 
Taylor, in addressing the House on the pre­
vious night, referred to these Estimates as a 
proof that the late Government proposed to 
increase the salaries of civil servants to an 
enormous extent ; but from what the late 
Colonial Secretary stated in the House the 
previous day, it appeared that they did not 
propose to do anything of the kind, but that 
all that was proposed to be done was to enter 
on the Estimat0s the full amount of the 
salary which these servants were already 
receiving. The Government must have sup­
Elied these gentlemen with copies of these 
Estimates for merely political purposes. But 
they did worse than this-they took the Bills 
left behind by the late Government, and 

·seemed to take the earliest and most frag­
mentary drafts in preference to the later 
ones, in order to make political capital out of 
them on the hustings. His fourth charge 
against the Government was with reference 
to the Commission of the Peace lately issued. 
He would not mention names, but he had 
letters-he might almost say by the score, to 
the effect that some of the worst characters 
in the colony hacl been placecl on the Com­
mission of the Peace by the present Ministry. 
He knew one or two of the greatest black­
guards in the colony who had been so 
honored, and, in one instance, he knew that 
one of the Ministry was aware of it, because 
he had told him so. The Commission of the 
Peace had become not only a farce, but an 
actual crime. Yet, for the sake of gaining a 
little political influence in certain quarters, a 
gross injury like this had been inflicted upon 
the colony. He was satisfied that the time 
had arrived when the power to appoint 
gentlemen to the Commission of the Peace 
ought not to be left in the hands of a 
Ministry. His fifth charge against the 
1finistry was, that they acquiesced in the 
vile prosecution ofRoss Lewin. A more inde­
cent act they had never committed. He might 
say that he did not know Hoss Lewin, and 
believecl that he was no better than he should 
be, and that the trade he was engaged in was 
one that would bring disgrace on the colony ; 
but for all that he should be very sorry to 
see the man dealt with in an illegal manner, 
and yet this was what had been done by the 
connivance of the Government. lloss Lewin 
had been charged with committing a rape­
and by whom? By a man I Did ever any 
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one hear of such a case before? Nay, he 
was charged by two men with this offence­
two men actually conspired to trump up this 
charge against 'him; and although he (:Yfr. 
\V alsh) could not prove it, he had his sus­
picion that a Minister of the Crown insti­
gated the prosecution-the conspiracy. He 
would acquit the Premier of this, hut that 
gentleman became a party to the pro­
ceedings at a subsequent stage, and actually 
attempted to overawe the magistrates. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said he must 
interrupt the honorahle member, and deny 
that he attempted to do anything of the kind. 
·what he did in the case he did in the 
interest of Ross Lewin quite as much as in 
the interest of the public. He had merely 
sent an officer down to vmtch the case. 

J\fr. \V ALSH said, that 1rhat the honorahle 
member did bore the aspect of attempting to 
overawe the Bench, an cl the Attorney -General 
had no business to send the Crown Prosecutor 
on any such errand. His sixth charge 
against J\finisters was with respect to the 
cancellation of selections made on certain 
runs on the Darling Downs district, namely, 
Yandilla, Beauaraba, and Jimhour. In reply 
to a question put by him (l\Ir. Walsh) the 
previous day, the honorable gentleman said 
that "certain selections of land on the re­
sumed half of the Y andilla Run had been 
cancelled by the Government, but none on 
either Beauaraha or Jimbour. 'l'he return 
which he then laid on the table would furnish 
the particulars a,;ked for." The return was 
ordered to be printed. Now, he directly 
charged the Government with giving, in this 
instance, an answer which was not in accord­
ance with the facts. He would appeal to the 
honorable gentleman who sat opposite to 
him (Mr. Miles), whether he did not apply 
for land on Jimbour Run, and whether his 
application was not cancelled at the same 
time that the applications for land on the 
Yandilla Run were cancelled? He believed 
that within the last week he had the money 
returned to him which he had paid down for 
selections on the Jimbour Run more than a 
month ago. The honorable gentleman at the 
head of the Government might put his own 
construction upon the case, but when answers 
intending to mislead were given by the 
Government it prored that they were not a 
Government deserving of confidence. The 
honorable gentleman at the head of the 
Government had furnished him with another 
reason that day for having no confidence in 
him or his colleague~. 'l'he most sacred 
trust which a Government had, was, perhaps, 
to take charge of and provide for the proper 
treatment of those who were physically and 
mentallyincapahle oftaking care of themselves. 
Honorable members were aware, that recently 
through the public pre~s, certain grave 
chargEs had been made in connection with the 
management of this institution. Some two 
years ago, he had exerted himself to get a 
~?ommission a:ppoiutecl to inquire into t4e 

manner which the Lunatic Asylum at 
\V oogaroo was conducted. The commission 
was not at all a satisfactory one, but the 
result of the inquiry was that gross manage­
ment, and even criminal practices, had been 
indulged in by some of the warders, and 
several of them were dismissed in conse­
quence. Lately a number of very serious 
charges had been again made in the news­
papers against the manner in which that 
institution was being conducted, and when he 
saw the commission which had been ap­
pointed to inquire into this matter, his 
suspicion was aroused that the heaviest and 
most serious oifences would be again slurred 
over. He maintained that in a matter of 
such a serious nature as this the Government 
should have sent some one higher than a. 
Custom House officer to conduct the investi­
gation. He had no confidence in the Govern­
ment sending up a subordinate of their own, 
and possibly a toady. The last charge he 
had to make against the Government was, 
that rumors were now going up and down, 
and were admittecl and de1Jlored by friends of 
the Government too, to the effect that secrets 
of State, changes in the administration, 
threats of dissolution, and other important 
matters in connection with the Govern­
ment of the country, wore promulgated 
by Ministers in places where no Minister 
of the Crown ought to be seen to enter. It 
had come to be a common remark, that if you 
wanted to hear the latest political dodge-the 
last political movement, you must go into 
places where no Minister of the Crown ought 
to be seen. He had no personal feeling of 
enmity against the Premier ; but if every one 
of these charges against his Ministry was not 
utterly untrue, they were no longer deserving 
the confidence of that House. He trusted 
that, in the course of his speech, he had not 
made a single remark which was personaJly 
offensive to any member of the House. He 
had spoken against the .Ministry only in his 
capacity as a public man; and he sincerely 
hoped that the debate w·ould be carried on 
with the same determination which he had 
shewn to avoid personalities. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said that, apart 
from the fact of his being a Minister of tho 
Crown, it was necessary for him to reply to 
the charges brought against him by the 
honorable member for Maryborough. He 
thought that honorable member, for whom he 
still felt a good deal of friendship, should 
have known him better then to believe him 
guilty of such charges, but he nevertheless 
entertained the hope that, although that 
honorable member might he opposed to him 
politically, they would not cease to be personal 
friends. But how was he to defend himself 
from a charge like this of the rumours which 
were said to be afloat respecting him? Did 
the honorable member charge him with 
revealing these State secrets? 

Mr. vVALsrr said he mentioned no name. 
The A.TTORNE¥-GE:N"llRAL; Well, did the 
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honorable member charge the whole Ministry 
with going in a body to this place that was so 
bad as not to be named ? It was impossible 
to refute charges like this because they were 
not clearly specified. What State secrets 
had been revealed, who revealed them, and 
where did it take place? Unless this were 
explicitly stated, the charges must fall to the 
ground. He could only say that they were 
utterly false as far as he knew, both of him­
self and his colleagues. He knew the honor­
able member so well, and knew that he was 
such a perfect political Ishmaelite, that if the 
friends he had now taken to his bosom were 
to cross over that night and take office, he 
would be just as ready to attack them, as he 
had attacked the present l'l1:inistry. . He 
knew that there were rumors against him, 
among persons who were not his friends, but 
he was not the only one who suffered in 
like manner. He had heard of gentlemen 
who had been guilty of not only spreading 
rumors, but of afterwards endorsing them, and 
writing anonymous letters to the newspapers 
fu1· Lhe _p Lu·J!u:s6 uf J.au1a.gi:ug thvsc ··;rhv 
had always acted as his friends. He (the 
Attorney-General) had been accused of not 
sending a sufficiently influential commission 
to inquire respecting the management of the 
Lunatic Asylum. But it must be remembered 
that the superintendent of that institution 
had been many years in the colony, and had 
always borne a high character; and although 
certain anonymous writers in the newspapers 
had preferred charges against him, he (the 
Attorney-General) would not be justified in 
turning him out of his place until clear and 
specific charges were proved against him on 
good evidence. If dismissed warders and dis­
charged lunatics were to be the only accusers, 
it would be desirable to act with great 
caution to prevent injustice from being clone. 
He (the Attorney-General) had not shirked 
from his duty in the matter. He had deter­
mined that the matter should be investigated, 
because he believed that it was only due to 
the gentleman against whom the charges 
were brought, as well as in the interest of the 
general public, that the charges should be 
deeply and fully gone into, and it remained 
for those who had charges to make, to appear 
and make them openly. If it were proved 
that he had been lax in his duty, he should 
not hesitate for a moment to deal with the 
case as he thought it deserved. It was 
manifestly unfair of the honorable member 
to rake up rumors like this and bring them 
forward as charges against the Government 
of maladministration. He (the Attorney­
General) had only been in office some eight 
weeks, and during the whole of that time had 
been pretty well pestered with political 
matters. As the House was aware, it was 
not likely that he could during that time go 
over the journals of the House in order to 
rake up the alleged wrongs and grievances 

. which the honorable member was perpetually 
bringing before the House, If he were to 

search back in the records of the House in 
this diligent manner, he might possibly be 
able to rake up something against the horror­
able member himself. "\Vith respect to the 
case of Ross Lewin, he was charged with 
something worse than indiscretion-he was 
accused of being the accomplice of persons 
who had conspired to injure that individual. 
Now the case against this man was an absurd 
one, and he had thought so from the first; 
but as it was a charge connected with a 
system which was obnoxious to a large section 
of the public, it was his duty to satisfy the 
public that the law was observed. He had 
sent an officer of the Government, not the 
chief, but a subordinate officer, and told him 
not to prosecute, but to watch the case. He 
maintained that this was no more than what 
he ought to have done under such circum­
stances. "\Vith regard to the answer he gave 
the previous day, as to the cancelling of 
appli~ations for land on the Yandilla, Beau­
araba and Jimbour runs, he had taken the 
usual course adopted by J'I.Iinisters under 
s;:;ch circ;:;:::r.~t~-~cr8. He took the question 
of the honorable member and had it forwarded 
to the Under-Secretary for him to supply the 
proper answer. If that officer hacl not 
done so he would be called to account for 
the omission, but he was quite sure the 
House would not believe that he came down 
foolishly with a wicked lie in his mouth 
on the subject of these selections, as it would 
be very easy for the honorable member to 
find out the truth for himself. It was a 
statement which could be so easily detected, 
if it was vrrong, that it was impossible to 
gain any advaii.tage by wilfully making it, 
if he had been disposed. "\Vith regard to 
the threat which he had been said to have 
held out to the House, if they did not adopt 
a certain course, he again said, most em­
phatically, that there was nothing in the 
words he made use of which could be con­
strued into a threat. He had made use of 
the words in answer to a question addressed 
to him, and he must remind honmable gentle­
men that the House he now met was not 
elected at his instance-it was not brought 
together by his pulling the wires, but was 
called together by the late Ministry, and if 
he was not allowed the opportunity of 
bringing forward his measures, he had a 
constitutional right to tender advice to His 
Excellency which, if accepted, would lead to 
a dissolution. He was not the Iirst Minister 
who had had to face a House with a minority, 
and as there was a majority so adverse to 
them from the first moment of starting, as 
not to allow them to bring in their measures, 
they had claimed this right to a dissolution. 
He supposed he might venture to say that 
Mr. Pitt and the late Sir Robert Peel were 
greater Ministers than the late l'remier of 
this colony, and he would shew that they 
defended this coUl'se. In 1783 it would be 
found that Mr. Pitt resisted the attempt of 
the m~jority of the House of Col111110:li~, on 
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the ground that it was irregular to endeavor 
to control the prerogative of the Crown in 
the choice of its Ministers, by denouncing 
them without waiting to see their acts. It was 
very possible that some honorable member 
might say, "\Vhy did he not say this before?" 
At any rate, he had a:fforcled a precedent for 
the course he had pursued. 'l'hen, again, 
Lord J olm Russell, another statesman, who 
might be considered quite equal to the head 
of the late Government, had in 1841 expressed 
his opinion, that if the House should continue 
to refuse its confidence to him, it would be 
impossible for them to continue in office, 
provided there was a Ministry capable of 
being formed to succeed them ; and he 
asked the House whether a strong Gov­
ernment, who could command a majority in 
the House, could be formed out of the mem­
bers who were now so utterly opposed to 
him. Therefore, he maintained, it would 
become his duty, in such a contingency, to 
advise His Excellency to dissolve the House. 
\Yhether the Governor would accept that 
advice was another thing ; but, at all events, 
he had constitutional precedent for offering 
it. Surely there eould be no harm in saying 
that I There was a later instance than those 
he had quoted-in December, 1834, in which 
Sir l{obert Peel carried this principle so far as 
actually to obtain a dissolution, and that was 
done solely in order to obtain a fair trial for 
the King's Ministers. He had quoted these 
precedents, but had not the slightest idea of 
holding out a threat, for he should not himself 
relish the idea of being coerced into any 
particular course of action. \Yhat else were 
they to do P \V ere they to go on for ever as 
they had bem. going on of late-six gentle­
men on one side of the House contesting 
with six on the other as to who should hold 
office, and neither side be able to retain it 
when they had got it ? He knew he was 
holding his position very obstinately; but it 
was for the purpose of remedying, if possible, 
the state of things which had so long existed, 
and which did not add to the dignity of that 
House. Then, again, they were accused of 
st<"aling the mea~ures of the late Ministry. 
The honorable member for Maryborough 
said it 1ms audacious that they should take 
the Bills of their predecessors, and he even 
accused them of selecting the worst Bills 
they could find in their drawers for the 
purpose of making an improper use of them. 

l\1r. \V .USH explained that he charged 
them with making political capital out of the 
incomplete measures of their predecessors in 
office. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL maintained that 
they had a perfect right to examine any 
Bills they found in the Ministerial offices, and 
form their own opinions respecting them. 
With respect to the appointments to the Com­
mission of the Peace, he believed that he and 
his colleagues did really endeavor to compile 
a full and good Commission of the Peace, 
independent altogether of political considera-

tions, and if it could be shewn to him that 
anyone had been appointed on that commis­
sion who was unsuitable to fill the post, he 
should be very ready to take the proper steps 
to have him struck off. But until this was 
clone he could not do anything. He was him­
self utterly unconscious of any such persons 
being appointed as those referred to by the 
honorable member. Neither was it fair to 
charge the present Ministry with the whole 
responsibility of this. Recommendations 
were sent in for the appointment of certain 
persons, and it might happen, therefore, that 
several Ministers would have a hand in the 
making up of a new commission. It was very 
difficult indeed for a Ministry to make sure 
that they did not appoint improper persons ; 
and he quite agreed with the remark which 
had been made, that a Government ought to 
be relieved of this duty. He had been draft­
ing a Bill the other day to allow of local 
elections to the magistracy, according to the 
old Saxon rule; but the subject was sur­
rounded with great difficulties. He had, he 
thought, replied to all the charges which had 
been made against him, and saw no necessity 
for making any further remarks on the subject. 
1'hey were there to carry on the business of 
the country. He did not know whether the 
House would permit them to do so. Ho 
denied that he or his colleagues had done or 
said anything which they had not a constitu­
tional right to say and do ; and he hoped he 
should receive that amount of consideration 
from the House which he had an undoubted 
right to claim. 

'fhe Hon. R. PRING said, that after hearing 
the debate which had taken place during the 
afternoon, and being fully impressed with the 
great importance of the question before the 
House, and also wishing to give that oppor­
tunity to the present Government which the 
Premier had claimed, he rose to move the 
adjournment of the debate-not with the view 
of throwing any impediment whatever in the 
way of the Government, but for a few simple 
reasons which he would submit to the House, 
and the cogency of which, he thought, the 
House wouldfully admit. It had been said 
by the honorable the Premier in the course of 
his remarks, that he would, so far as he 
could, persevere in carrying on the adminis­
tration of the Goyernment of the colony 
until he had had a fair trial; and so far as his 
determination to do that was concerned, he 
thought the honorable gentleman was perfectly 
justified ; and he, for one, would be sorry 
that any impediment should be placed in his 
way against his having such a trial; but up to 
the present moment the honorable gentleman 
had scarcely put himself in a position to claim 
the fair trial he asked for. It was possible, 
hoVI·ever, if the debate were adjourned, that 
the honorable the Premier might very shortly 
come down to the House with a much better 
reason for claiming that fair trial than he had 
shown since he assumed the reins of office. 
'When the honorable the Premier took office, 
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he succeeded in forming a Go-vernment, which 
was incomplete in its formation, but which 
was subsequently completed before the House 
met. When the Premier met the House, he, 
as was usual, made a statement of the in­
tended action, or course of action, of the Gov­
ernment ; but he was not at thaG time pre­
pared to fully open to the House-as he did 
not think he had any need to do-his cour~e, 
or intended course of action. He, therefore, 
very properly, asked for time, and the only 
dispute he was aware of on that occasion 
between the members of the Government 
and their supporters and the Opposition, 
was simply the amount of money thaG 
was to be voted, and the limit to the time. 
The Premier, after hearing the discussion 
on both sides of the Ho-ilse, acceeded to 
the proposition which, he believed, emanated 
from the Oppo~ition side of the House ; and 
was contented to take a -vote for a certain 
amount, and also to consent, on his part, to an 
adjournment of the House until the 26th of 
January, for very cogent reasons, which he 
at the time explained. 'l'he position of the 
Ministry was now altered very much ; and he 
thought that the motion which was put upon 
the paper on the previous day, under existing 
circumstances, was a very proper motion, but 
it might turn out under circumstances which 
might be laid before the House next clay, 
that a continuance of the debate upon the 
vote of want of confidence would haYe no 
good result whatever ; because it might be 
that the Opposition side of the House would 
be perfectly contented with the Ministry that 
would be submitted to them by the Premier, 
which might be called a coalition Ministry, 
or anything else he liked ; but ·which the 
honorable gentleman might be able to satisfy 
the House was composed of such parties that 
it ought to have a fair trial. Yvheu, on the 
previous clay, his houorable friend the member 
for Maryborough tabled his motion, he was 
in a very different position to what he at 
present occupied. The Ministry came into 
the House, not a Government. It had lost 
one of its members. It had lost one of its 
most important members -the presiding 
genius in the Lands and Works department. 
1'he Government was incomplete. He clicl 
not mean to say the houorable the Premier 
was in a position to have filled up the vacancy 
immediately. He clicl think he 1ms ; but at 
the same time to say the GoYernmeut was 
complete would have been the height of 
absurdity ; aucl, therefore, in the absence of 
a complete Government, and considering the 
then position of affairs, the consequence was, 
that the Opposition came to the conclusion 
that there was no stable Government in exist­
ence-no stable Government that it could 
place reliance in ; and, therefore, it was 
deemed expedient that a -vote of the House 
should be taken in reference to the Govern­
ment, as it then stood. But after listening to 
the debate this afternoon, and hearing from 
the statement of the Premier that in all pro-

bability he would be enabled to inform th<'l 
House next clay that a complete Ministry had 
been formed; and, as he unclerstoocl him to 
say, formed from both sides of the House, to 
meet the wishes of both parties, and so enable 
him to carry on the business of the country, 
which was especially nec(•ssary at the pre6cnt 
time, he now rose to move the adjournment 
of the debate, in the hope that, next clay, 
they would be informed that such a l\1inistry 
had been completed as would render the 
further discussion of the motion before the 
House unnecessary. Ho rose to moYe the 
adjournment of the debate for no other reason 
whatever ; and if other honorable members 
wished to carry on the debate, or even to 
bring it to a conclusion that night, they 
could clo so ; but it appeared to him that 
if a Government was to be formed, and 
that two or three members of the House 
were to join it, their presence in the Houso 
during the discussion, or the division, would 
be very wrong. For any houorable member 
who might haYe been offered a scat in the 
Cabinet, and who would be gazottecl next 
clay, to vote on the motion, would be a very 
improper thing for him to do. It might 
also be a very unpleasant thing for an horror­
able member in that position to walk out of 
the House ; ancl to spare him the pain of any 
unpleasant remarks, he now moved the 
adjournment of the debate ; aucl he hoped 
that next clay the houorable the Premier 
would be able to bring forward a Ministry 
which he and honorable member8 now on the 
Opposition side of the House could support, 
and which would enable the business of the 
country to be carried on, though only for the 
next three months. 

Mr. A. HoDGSON said the words that had 
just fallen from the honorable . member for 
the Burnett, were exactly the words that had 
brought him on his legs. He agreed with 
the houorable aucllearnccl gentleman, that if 
there was a member of the House at the 
present moment who held. the offer of an 
appointment under the 11resent Ministry in 
his pocket, or who had, either directly or 
indirectly, any offer of a scat in the present 
Government, the best course, and the r-roper 
course for him to pursue, under the circum­
stances, was to quit the chamber. He 
belieYed honorable members could understand 
the motives which had locl the honorable 
and learned member for the J3uruett to move 
the adjournment of the debate. If, as might 
be possible-and he gathered his reasons from 
the words which fell from the honorable the 
Premier, in reply to certain charges brought 
forward by the honorable member for Mary­
borou,.h-if he intemlecl to re-construct his 
Gove1~ment, what must his action be with 
regard to the House; and in what position 
would he be placed if the motion for the 
adjournment of the debate were carried? 
He would probably come to the House next 
clay, aucl declare that certain members of the 
House had taken office, and that, in conse· 
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quence of their having taken office, certain 
seats were vacated. In what position would 
the honorable the Premier then findhimselfP 
He would be deprived of the valuable assist­
ance, and the votes of, perhap3, two, three, 
or four members of the Government. 'l'he 
honorable and learned member for the 
Burnett was a lawyer, and he (1\J:r. Hodgson) 
did not pretend to be even a bush lawyer, 
but it was as plain as possible, as plain 
as nose on face, that the reason the motion 
for adjournment was brought forward, at 
least, to a certain extent, was to deprive the 
Ministerial benches of some of the support 
which they had at the present time. He 
sincerely hoped that, before they adjourned, 
the motion of the honorable member for 
Maryborough-a motion of a direct vote of 
want of confidence, in the plainest possible 
Engli~h-would be decided to-night. On 
three different occasions had honorable 
members come there to discuss votes of want 
of confidence, until they almost knew the 
exact words which would fall from the lips 
of honorable members. They knew very 
well that the preRent was an attempt, a 
puerile, futile, foolish, and disconcerted 
attempt on the part of the honorable member 
for lYiaryborough to hurl those gentlemen 
from the l\Iinisterial benches. No doubt, if 
the motion were carried, they would see the 
honorable member for Maryborough sent for, 
and they would see him enjoying the sweets 
of offire, of which he would have deprived 
the present possessors. Under any circum­
stances he should have risen to address the 
House on the present occasion, for, he main­
tained, that every honorable member of the 
House was, at a time like the present, 
responsible, not only to his constituents, but 
also largely respomible to himself, for the 
course of action he might take ; and, for his 
own part, he would not care to enjoy the 
countenance of an honorable member who 
was not careful of his own horror. If the 
remarks that had been made by the horror­
able and learned member for the Burnett, 
were intended to apply directly to him or to 
any other honorable member, all he could say 
was, that he intended to answer them. There 
was no doubt that certain rumors had gone 
abroad resuecting the re-construction of the 
Ministry,~that certain rumors had gone 
abroacl during the last forty-eight hours, that 
certain honorable members had been offered 
office in the present Ministry; and he had 
now to inform the House that he was one 
of the honorable members who had been 
placed in that position. In order to clear 
himself from any misconstruction, and to 
stand well with the House ;-and he should 
be sorry to have a seat in the House if 
he did not stand well with honorable 
membe:s-he would, with the permission of 
the House, inform the House, in a few words, 
of what had actually taken place between 
himself and the honorable and learned 
the Attorney-General. On Monday last, the 

Premier called at his house-and he lived 
about two miles out of town-and informed 
him that Mr. JYiacalister had resigned office. 
The honorable rrentleman then asked him if 
he would take c~ffiee under him. Much of 
the conver;;ation that took place between 
them on the occasion was of a private and 
confidential nature, and he thought he would 
be entirely wrong to divulge what then fell 
from the honorable member. He must, how­
ever, say that he considered it a high 
compliment to be offered a seat in the 
Ministry, under the circumstances which the 
honorable the Premier brought under his 
notice ; and he asked him, after hearing his 
opinion on certain subjects, on which he felt 
and always would feel a very deep interest, 
with regard to legislative action, that he 
should have a certain time allowed him to 
make up his mind as to the course he would 
pursue. He was aware that a steamer had 
left Sydney with the English mail, on Satur­
day, at midnight, and that there were on 
board that steamer four or five honorable 
members of the L0gidature ; and he told the 
honorable the Premier- what, no doubt, 
he himself very well knew- that the 
steamer would arrive in time for those 
honorable members to attend the meeting 
of Parliament. He also told the horror­
able gentleman that, previous to giving his 
answer as to whether he would accept 
office in his Ministry, he would like to have 
tlome communication with one or two of those 
honorable members. The steamer had been 
delayed, and the honorable gentleman gave 
him till ten o'clock on Tuesday morning to 
return an answer. Up to that time, however, 
the steamer had not arrived, and he then 
wrote the letter to the honorable the Premier, 
which he was now about to read, and which 
the honorable gentleman had given him per­
mission to read. It was as follows :-

" Montpellier, January 26, 1869. 
"l'.fy dear Lilley,-Ten a.m., the time agreed 

between m, has expired, no steamer from Sydney 
is signalled, and you are perfectly free to fill the 
vacancy caused by M:r. Macalister's resignation 
as soon as you think proper, so far as I am con­
cerned. At the same time, I am quite prepared 
to act under you as Premier, heartily and 
honestly, provided two members, including myself, 
are introduced into the Ministry from the Oppo­
sition benches--any less number would only 
weaken your party, and damage me politically. 

" I am prepurcd to work under you as Minister 
for "Works and Gold Fields, provided there are 
five Jlifinisters in the Legislative Assembly, at a 
fixed salary of £800 per annum. 

"You tell me that you have the key to the 
situation, and that it is in your power to form a 
strong Government. I have given you my views. 
I will conclude by saying, that I hope you have 
no intention of nominating a squatter as Minister 
for Lands. "Yours very truly, 

" ARTHUR HonGsoN." 

That was the letter he sent to the honorable 
the Premier. In consequence of that letter1 
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the honorable gentleman called at his house ; 
and he might say most truthfully, without 
detailing any account of the conversation 
that passed between them, that from that 
hour to the 11resent, he had not the slightest 
idea of the honorable member's int<~ntions as 
regarded himself. He, therl'fore, maintained 
that he had a perfect right to be present 
in the House on the present occasion, and 
that he had a perfect right to vote, as he 
intended to vote, against the resolution of the 
honorablc member for ]',faryborough. In 
the few remarks that fell from him in the 
House, on the 29th of December last, he said 
what he was now prepared to endorse-that 
he would give the 11re~ent Ministry a fair 
and impartial trial. He also, at the same 
time, said he was not aware of the tactics of 
the Opposition ; but that, for his own part, 
he would give the Government a fair, a 
liberal, and an honest su11port, provided they 
introduced measures consistent "-ith his views 
and political opinions. Now, what was the 
state of affairs at the present moment P He 
maintained that those gentlemen who occupied 
the Ministeral benches had not had the 
slightest opportunity afforded them of submit­
ting their measures to the House. Honorable 
members did not know what was the nature 
of the measures they contemplated bringing 
forward; for the House', he repeated, had not 
given them an opportunity of bringing 
forward their measures. Now, he muo~ 
again, as on a former occasion, inform the 
House, that he did not come there to play ab 
battledore and shuttlecock for place and pay, 
but to forward legislation as best he could, 
and, to the utmost of his humble ability, 
contribute to promote the welfare of the 
colony. He was quite prepared to hear it 
said that he had dcsl'rted his party; but he 
maintnined that he had dcsert,~,i_ no party. 
Every honorable member knew that, Curtius 
like, he leaped into the lap of the late 
Government when it was in a moribund con­
dition. He was on his way to the \V arrego 
at the time he was telegraphed to, asking if 
he would accept office in the Government. It 
mattered not to him whether the Government 
was in a moribund condition at the time or 
not, but he felt it was his duty to take office, 
if it was considered by others that his doing 
so would be for the benefit of the countn·. 
It was under those circumstances that lie 
took office, and where was now the party that 
was then in power P His late Premier and 
chief colleague-he presumed honorable mem­
bers would soon be deprived of his company, 
for reasons that it would be indelicate for 
him, at present, more particularly to allude 
to. ·when the honorable the l'remier C'allcd 
upon him on Monday last, he thought 
that, in this matter, he might have the 
co-operation of the honorable member for 
Port Curtis to assist him in forming 
with the present Ministry, a strong and 
honest Government. It was with the Yiew 
of obtaining that honorable member's assist-

ance, that he wrote the letter he had 
just read to the House ; and certain words in 
that letter, he did not hesitate to say, more 
p1rticularly alluded to that gentleman. But, 
1Yhen he came to the House on Tuesday, he 
met the honorable member, who at once 
twitted him with haYing deserted his party, 
and informed him that before taking any 
steps in the matter, he ought to have con­
sulted his party. But he would now take the 
opportunity of informing the honorable mem­
ber, and every other honorable member, that 
he belonged to no party ; and he would 
repeat it, that he belonged to no party in the 
House. He might almost say there was no 
political parties in the House, for honorablc 
members, he maintained, were at variance on 
no political grounds whatever. 'I'he Opening 
Speech that was placed in the hands of His 
Excellency, at the opening of Parliament, by 
the honorable member for the Burnett, might, 
he maintained, have been equally well placed 
in his hands by those honorable gentlemen who 
now occupied the Ministerial benches. From 
his own observations, during the short time 
he had of late been resident in Queensland, 
and watching political events from time to 
time, he unhesitatingly asserted that votes 
had been recorded, not for political measures, 
not for the good of the country, but for men­
for place and emolument-for men, not for 
measures. Now, if he entertained that 
opinion, and he did entertain it-and it was 
the opinion which he, as one having a large 
stake in the colony, felt forced to entertain­
he would, he> maintained, be 1uong if he were 
offered an ollice umler the present Goyern­
ment, as an individual member, to refuse it. 
He thought there could be no possible harm 
in his nientioning one measure which was 
particularly dwelt upon in the course of the 
conversation that took place between the 
honoruble the Premier and himself. 'I'hat 
was a Pastoral Helief Bill. He asked him 
particularly abou~ such a measure, and the 
honorable gentleman pledged him his word 
and honor that he would co-operate honestly 
and heartily with him in P~"sing a measure 
of the kind through the House: Now he 
did not aJdress the House as a squatter, 
although he should be the last man to say 
that he was not a squatter, but he addressed 
the House as a Darling Downs farmer and 
freeholder. Though he had passed through 
all the phases of a pioneer squatter, under 
most favorable circumstances, he admitted, he 
still had a strong feeling for those gentlemen 
who had risked their lives and their money in 
seeking to devclopc the interior of the colony. 
Non i_qnara mali miser is sucrurrere disco. :No 
honorable member of the House could more 
fully understand the difficulties which the 
outside squatters had experienced than he 
did. \Yh,·n he was told by the honorable the 
Attorney-General that he would support the 
views that he submitted to him; and "-hen 
he was further assured that on other political 
matters he was at unison with him, he had 
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no hesitation in saying he would join him, on 
the stipulation mentioned in the letter he had 
read to the House. It was a matter of little 
moment to him whether he was called on by 
the honorable the l'remier to take office under 
him or not. He felt that, as an individual 
member of the House, he had a right to state 
the exact position in which he wa~ at present 
placed ; and no words, . threats, or disagree­
able remarks of any kmd whatever would 
deter him from doing, as he intended to do, 
and that was, at once, to take his seat on the 
Government benches. 

Mr. P aLMER said he thought there was 
very often wisdom in silence ; and that, 
before many days had passed, the horror­
able member who had addressed the House 
would agree with him. He thought that, 
before he was much older, the honorable 
member would come to the conclusi,Jn that it 
would have been much better for him to have 
observed silence on the present occasion. 
The explanation they had heard from the 
honorable member might have been very well 
left to the Premier to make; and it would 
have been more strictly in accordance with 
Parliamentary pr(lctice to have left it to the 
Premier to explain any proceedings he had 
taken for the formation of a coalition Govern­
ment. He never knew before that it was 
usual for honorai.Jle members to get up in the 
House and tell eyerything that was said to 
them, or what propositions had been made to 
them. That had generally been left fo1· the 
head of the Government to do ; and, he 
thought, it would have been better under the 
circumstanceR, if the honorable member had 
allov.-ed that course to be taken on tho present 
occasion, and have allowed tho Premier to 
state as much or as little of his proceedings 
connPcted with the formation of a Ministry as 
he liked. As far as he was concerned, he would. 
only say that if the Premier succeeded in 
forming a coalition }Tinistry, and he could 
see from its component parts that they were 
lilwly to bring forward good measures, no 
man in the House would more heartily or 
more willingly concur in passing such mea­
sures. But he thought it would have been 
better, under the circumstances, if they were 
to have a coalition Ministry, that the proposal 
that the debate should be adjourned, should 
have been carried without any further re­
marks. The observations made by the horror­
able member for the vVarrcgo had not had the 
tendency of throwing oil on the troubled waters 
of the present debate. They were uncalled 
for in every way. The honorable member had 
clone him the horror to allmle to him, and he 
could only say, with reference to those allu­
sions, that he never gave him any reason, 
that he was aware of, to Ruppose that he 
would join him in any way in a coalition 
Ministry. He had ahmys expressed it as 
his own P''rsomll opinion that he would not 
join a coalition .Ministry with the members 
of the present Government ; but he did not, 
on that account, blame any other honorable 
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member who thought he could work with 
them, for doing so. He never gave the hon­
orable member, or any one else, the slightest 
reason to suppose that he would join a coali­
tion :Ministry, and, therefore, for him to have 
waited for the steamer to be signalled, by 
which he was to arrive, was a waste of time. 
There was not the slightest pnspect of his 
joining the honorable member in a coalition 
Ministry of any sort. The honorablc mem­
ber had stated his rcaHon for taking his scat 
on the Government side of the House, and 
concluded by taking his seat on that side in 
a very decided manner,-in a manner more 
demonstrative P('rhaps than was altogether 
creditable to himself. He thought that the 
honorable member might have left him alone, 
for he well knew that he had over and over 
again d·cclared that he would not take office. 
He believed there was some intention of 
making offers, indirectly, to him, on the pre­
vious day, but he was so thirsty that he could 
not wait for them ; but he could assure the 
House that he hacl no intention of accepting 
office, even if it had been offered to him. 'l'he 
honorable member for the \V arrego had said 
that one of his principal reasons for taking 
his seat on the Government side of the House 
1Yas, that the present Ministry hacl not had a 
fair trial. K ow, he altogether differed with 
the honorable member there, and he denied 
that the Ministry had not had a fair trial. 
But he would even go farther and say that, 
since the resignation of the late Ministry, 
there had never been a Ministry to give a 
fair trial to. Honorable members had always 
been met by the fag-end of a Uinistry ; and 
so the House had never had an opportunity 
of giving the Ministry a fair trial. The 
Ministry had never had sufficient strength to 
go into the dock and stand a fair trial. As, 
long ago, he had told them would be the case, 
they had fallen to pieces from inherent weak­
ness ; and as well might strength have been 
expected in a rope of sand as that the Min­
istry could hold together. He expressed 
that opinion some time ago, and he thought 
the result showed that he was a true prophet. 
In attempting to speak to the motion before 
the House, he somehow felt as if he were 
going to have a tilt at the wind. It would 
really, he felt, be almost a waste of time to 
speak to the resolution, for he did not know 
who the Ministry were ; but he had a word 
or two to say in regard to some of them. 
There were three honorable gentlemen sitting 
on the Treasury bench a few minutes ago, 
and a fourth had just been added by the hon­
orable member for the vVarrego taking his 
seat there. But honorable members did not 
know who were .Min,isters and who were not. 
Perhaps, as coming eventH, it was said, cast 
their shadows before, the honorable member 
was to be one of the rc-constructecll\Iinistry, 
and if so, he would wish him God speed. 
He thought it would have been well that 
the proposition Qf the honorable and learned 
member for the Burnett had been accepted, 
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and that the debate had been adjourned until 
the House could be informed who the 
Ministry really were ;-for a Ministry might 
he formed that would give general satisfac­
tion. He was anxious to see a strong Gov­
ernment formed-one that was likely to 
possess the confidence of the House, and of 
the country, and one that would be able to 
carry measures through the House with 
power. Looking at the component parts of 
the present Ministry, he must say that he 
could not place confidence in them. So far 
as they had gone, up to the preoent time, 
thoro was not a single act of the 11inistry 
that he could regard as well considered, 
well executed, or well intentioned. The 
honorablc member for Maryborough had 
made certain charges against the Ministry. 
Of course of those which consisted only of 
rumour he should not take the slightest 
notict>, but those which consisted of acts he 
considered every member of the House and 
every person in the colony was qualified to 
form an opinion upon, and to declare it. He 
looked upon the formation of the Commission 
of the Peace as one of the most sacred trusts 
which could he confided to any Government; 
and, looking at the names added to the list of 
justices of the peace, a great many of whom 
he knew, by the present Ministry, he could 
only come to the conclusion that a gre::Lt 
number of these additions had been made for 
merely political purposes. In the remote 
districts of the colony magistrates of the 
territory had more power in their hands, save 
for life and death, than any judge of the 
Supreme Court ; and looking at the appoint­
ment of justices of the peace, as he did, as a 
most sacred trust, he felt that to prostitute 
that trust for political purposes was one of 
the basest acts that a Ministry could be 
guilty of. Now, to his certain knowledge 
that had been done in many instances. He 
was credibly informed that so far had that 
been done, that men" hom he clidnot suppose 
any Ministry would have been base enough 
to put on the Commission of the Peace, had 
they known their antecedents-had brcn 
appointed-and that not from any want of 
nmgistrateg, which might have excused it, 
not upon the recommendation of any country 
bench, by which the :i\finistry might have 
been misled, nor on the recommendation of one 
of their own officers, as had been clone before, 
and which resulted in some very bad appoint­
ments ; but purely for political purposes, 
appointments had been made to the Com­
mission of the Peace which were a disgrace 
to the country. He was prepared to mention 
privately to the Premier, if he desired him 
to do so, the names of the parties to whom 
he alluded, but he would not name them 
openly. He was not prepared to state that 
the very last executioner of the law had been 
placed on the Commission of the Peace, but 
he was prepared to say, and he believed he 
would be in a position to prove, that the very 
)lex~ prrson, a sort of sub-executionrr-had 

been appointed a justice of the peace-a man 
who had carriecl out the sentence of the law 
more than once, and on the 11erson of more 
than one individual, in the colony; and in the 
district to which he had been appointed a 
justice of the peace-there were persons who 
had been operated upon by that honorable 
J.P. He further charged the Ministry, 
collectively and individually, with the excep­
tion, he believed, of the Colonial Secretary, 
with perverting the Estim::Ltes, and for 
electioneering purposes making wilfully in­
correct statements of the debt of the 
colony and of the Estimates left by the 
late Government when they went out of 
office. On the ]Jrevious evening he explained 
some of those mis-statements in the course of 
his reply to some of the charges of extravagance 
that were made against the late Government, 
and which professed to be founded on the 
Estimates that were left in the office­
improperly, as he was afterwards told by 
the honorable member for Maryborough, 
who seemed to know wh::Lt the tactics of their 
successors would he. Now, he could inform 
the House that when he went into office, it 
was with one determination-and he thought 
he could say that as long as he was in office 
he carried it out-and that was to have no 
concealment where no disadvantage to the 
Crown could happen, ancl, in everything, to 
tell the truth and take the consequences. 
He started with that resolution, and he never 
regretted carrying it out, so far as he was 
concerned. He might indeed say that the 
whole of the Ministry took that resolution at 
the outset, and kept it to the end. The Esti­
mates were left in the office by his honorablc 
colleague, the Premier, caring little what 
use might be made of them ; but knowing 
well that if he and the other members of the 
late .lHinistry were spared the use of their 
tongues, they would be able to refute any 
calumny that might be cast upon them in 
con~equcnce of their Estimates. He noticed 
that, in the Brisbane Courie1•, the remarks 
that wPre made last night against the 
late Ministry on account of the Estimates, 
were fully reported, but no notice whatever 
appeared of what he said in reply to those 
remarks. Now, he would repeat that the 
only increases that were made in the Esti­
mates, over the Estimates of the previous 
year, were in connection with the appoint­
ment of officers for the carrying out of the 
Land Bill, officers for the administration of 
justice on the gold fields-but the number of 
which officers was to have been reduced by 
the late Government-and for the extension 
of the police force, which was rendered abso­
lutely necessary by the influx of population, 
and which was louclly called for by honorable 
members who might now find it convenient 
to denounce such increase as extravagance. 
\Vith those exceptions, and, he thought, two 
inst::Lnees, as well as he remembered, of an 
addition of £100 to the salaries of police 
magis~rates, that were cu.t down £100 each 
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the previous year, and whose salaries, as he 
thought, ought not to have been cut down, 
but it was by accident, as he believcd,-he 
referred to the salary of :i\fr. Landsborough, 
the police magistrate at the Gulf country, 
which was cut down from £500 to £400, 
and the salary of the police magistrate at 
Th1aryborough, which was cut down in the 
same way-with those exeeptions, the only 
additions were those made to the Under 
Secretaries of the different departments ; and, 
as he explained last night, there were no 
increases virtually in those cases. VVhat 
appeared to be increases, simply arose from 
calling a spade a spade, and showing what 
those officers were actually receiving. Ac­
cording to the Estimates, as they were 
formerly prepared, those officers appeared 
to be in receipt of say £600 a-year, and 
the public believed that that was ail they 
did receive, while the fact was they might be 
receiving £100 or £150 more from contingen­
cies, and in other ways. VV ell, the late 
Government were determined that the country 
should know what they were doing, and 
therefore they put down the full amount 
received by those gentlemen, and, put it 
in the power of the House to cut down the 
amounts if they thought fit. Now, those 
were the only increases that could be found 
on the Estimates of the late Government. 
He had also good reason to complain of the 
very bad use to which the draft of a Bill, 
found in the Treasury he presumed, had been 
put by the honorable the Colonial Treasurer 
in his recent electioneering speeches. He 
allud0d to the draft of a Bill for the re-distri­
bution of electorates. His honorable friend, 
the late Premier, fully explained that matter 
on the previous evening, but his observations 
did not appear in the public press, and, there­
fore, he would now substantially repeat the 
explanation. The Bill had been talked about 
in a most unfair manner by the honorable 
member for the Kennedv-thc late Colonial 
Treasurer he supposed he might almost call 
him, as he had heard he was going out 
directly. If the honorablc gentleman had 
taken the slightest pains to inform himself, 
if he had taken the ordinary pains which a 
Treasurer would be supposed to talm, to con­
vince himself of a fact before stating it to the 
public as a fact-he would have discovered 
that it 11as only a rough draft of the proposed 
Bill, and that it 11as not even the latest 
draft of the Bill. He held in his hand the 
latest draft. and there was not one word in it of 
the mixing .up of those boroughs about which 
they had heard so much spoken. That was 
merely a thought put upon paper for the con­
sideration of the Government, but it was 
never brought before the Cabinet. In the 
latest draft which was to have been brought 
before the Cabinet there were no boroughs 
mixed up, unless Drayton and Toowoomba 
were to be regarded as boroughs. Now, the 
way in which the honorable the Colonial 
Treasurer had commented upon the Bill was, 

he thought, a very unfair proceeding. It was 
a very unfair advantnge for a member of the 
:iHinistry to take of the draft of a Bill found 
in his office; and not only was it unfair, but, 
in his opinion, it showed that the honorablo 
member was unfit for the office he held in 
the ]iJinistry, for correctness was more 
especially necessary in the Treasurer than in 
any other member of the Ministry. But 
even the Estimates were not to be taken as 
the Estimates of the late Ministry, for any 
honorable member who had been in office 
knew very well that the Estimates might be 
altered over and over again,-and probably 
they would have been altcred,-until they 
were placed upon the table of the House. 
It was, the1·efore, very unfair of the pi·escnt 
l\finistry to have referred to those unfinished. 
Estimates in the way they had done when 
before their constituents for re-election. He 
was very glad to hear the honorable the 
Premier disclaim any intention of threatening 
the House on the previous night with a dis-
8olution ; and he accepted the explanation as 
freely as it was given, though he, in common 
with many members of the House, certainly 
did take it as a threat when he said that if 
his Government-not any particular Govern­
ment,-bnt the Government which he was at 
the head of, was not supported, he was pre­
pared to recommend His Excellency to dis­
solve the House, and that he had good reason 
to believe his advice would be taken. Now, 
he never acted under a threat, and he was 
therefore willing to believe that the Premier 
did not mean his remark as a threat ; but as 
to what he really did mean he had not yet 
quite made up hiB mind. The honorable gentle­
man had also tolcl them that one reason why 
he might advise a dissolution was that this 
was not his House. He would admit that it 
was not, and never was his House. It was 
a House that was brought in on a dissolution 
that took place on the recommendation of 
the honorable member for the Burnett. But 
the honorable and learned gentleman must 
remember that it was his House in this 
respect, that though he never had a majority 
in it, the late Government having gone out of 
office when they had a majority of one, he, 
nevertheless, chose to come into office. He 
undertook to form a Ministry and to carry on 
the Government, when he knew that he not 
only had not a majority, but had not a suffi­
cient number of supporters to form a quorum. 
Now, having accepted office under such cir­
cumstances, and having formed his Ministry, 
although of members who formerly sat on 
the Opposition side of the House, the honor­
able gentleman was not entitled to a dissolu­
tion, if the House chose to say that they 
would not have either him or his Ministry. 
He thought that that was a doctrine that 
would not be disputed ; and he had yet to 
learn that the Governor was bound to 
dissolve the House to keep any man or set of 
men in office. He thought the honorable 
and learned gentleman would find that the 
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instructions to Governors were set down in 
very different language, and that they would 
not bear such a construction ; and the 
desnatch that was written to the late Gover­
noi of Victoria would, he thought, shew that 
it was not any part of the dut.y of a Gover­
nor to keep any set of men in office. ~/[ore 
than one Governor had been told that he 
must remember he was not the Sovereign, 
but merely the repre~entative of the Sov­
ereign, and that, therefore, he had not the 
same po>~·ers as the Sovereign. The instruc­
tions to the Governor were pretty strict, and 
to the effect that he must not identify himself 
~'lith any party, or lend his countenance or 
support to any party whatever. He hoped 
it vmuld not be supposed that in those 
remarks he was making use of His Excel­
lency's name in the way in which it was at 
first understood to be used last night. He 
could now say, in conclusion, as he had said 
before, that if the honorable gentleman at 
the head of the Government would allow 
him to give him a little advice, he would 
recommend him to accede to the proposition 
of the honorable member for the Burnett, 
and consent to the adjournment of the debate. 
If the honorable member was to continue 
in office, and if he was to re-construct his 
1\finistry by the union of members on both 
sides of the House, there would be no need 
for the debate to continue; but if a Ministry 
of that sort was not in contemplation, and if 
the honorable gentleman at the head of the 
Government would announce that to the 
House, he and other honorablc members 
of the House would be prepared to go on to 
a division to-night. If the Ministry was to 
be formed partly of members from both sides 
of the House, and if the Government would 
bring forward liberal measures, he would be 
happy to support them. It was not his 
intention to go into faction fighting. He was 
afraid of party squabbles, and was prepared 
to support a coalition Ministry in which he 
could place confidence ;-and he could assure 
the honorable the Premier, that if such a 
Ministry should be formed, he would support 
them, and, as long as they behaved themselves, 
endeavor to keep them in office. 

The Hon. R. PmNG said, that as the House 
appeared disposed to discuss the motion of 
the honorable member for }}faryborough, he 
would not press his proposition that the 
debate should be adjourned. He desired, 
however, to assure the House most empha­
tically, that he made the proposition in the 
most bona fide manner, and he thought it 
would have been accepted nem. con. He did 
not submit it with any intention to draw the 
badger; but it appeared that he had most 
effectually clone so, and that if he had any 
such intentivn, he could not have more 
completely succeeded, and the honorable 
member for the vVarrcgo would remember it. 
Now, he would ask the honorable member 
to say what right he had to assume that he 
intended any reference to him in the remarks 

he made, when he made the proposition that 
the debate should be adjourned. He could 
tell the honorahle member that he was very 
far away from his thoughts, and always 
would be; for, after this, he would not trust 
the honorable member the length of his little 
finger-no, not even the breadth of a hair. 
If the honorable member would give him 
permission to state his reasons for making 
those statements, he would do so, and that 
pretty distinctly. The honorable member 
had taken the trouble to read to the House a 
document that had been cooked for the 
purpose. But did the honorable member 
take him for such an ass as not to see through 
the manceuvre. 

The SPEAKER: The honorable member is 
out of order in replying. 

The Hon. ll. PRING : He was not calling 
any other honorable membt>r an ass. If he 
was calling any one, an ass, it was himself, and 
he supposed he had a perfect right to call 
himself an ass if he liked. 

The SPEAKER: He did not refer to any­
thing about asses. 

Jtl r. A. H< •DGSON said he hoped the honor­
able and lea,rnecl member would not lose his 
temper. He could assure the House that the 
letter he had read was not, as the honorable 
member seemed to imagine, cooked for the 
purpose. It was written by him in his own 
house, and never was seen by the Attorney­
General till it >~·as sent to him to Brisbane by 
his (Mr. Hoclgson's) coachman. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL called attention 
to the fact that the motion for adjournment 
was withdrawn. 

The Hon. R. PmNG : He had been called 
to order ; but he did not know what the 
point of order was. He had called himself 
an ass: that was not unparliamentary. If he 
bad called any other honorable member an 
ass, it would be. 

The SPEAKER wished to know if the horror­
able member for Burnett had withdrawn his 
motion. 

The Hon. R. PRING : No ; he had risen to 
reply. 

The SPEAKER : The honorable member had 
no right of reply on his motion for the ad­
journment of the debate. 

Jl.fr. W ALSII disclaimed any intention of 
bringing forward his motion of want of confi­
dence, because, in the event of its being 
car~~ecl, he, as the mover, would be " sent 
for. 

Mr. TAYLOR thought the House desired to 
hear the remainder of the honorable and 
learned member for Burnett's speech, and 
that he should make a motion to that effect. 

The SPEAKER : It was for the House to 
decide a matter of that kind. It was his 
duty to call the attention of the honorable 
member for Burnett to the fact that he was 
in the wrong. 

The ATrORNEY -GENERAL : The· matter to 
which he desired to draw the attention of the 
House was, whether it was the motion for 
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adjournment, or the original motion they were 
dealing with. The honorable and learned 
member for Burnott commenced by stating 
that he withdrew· his motion for adjournment. 
Ho (the Attorney-General) thought it would 
be necessary for the Speaker to state to the 
House whether it was withdrawn or not. 

The Hon. R. PmNG said he had risen to 
say that he withdrew the amendment ; "but 
as he found the House not willing to listen to 
l1im, he had gone on to the general question. 
He did not remember that he had no right to 
reply, ancl he was proceeding to answer the 
peculiar remarks of the honorable member 
for \Var1·ego ; and, as he was not called to 
order, it was no business of his to stop him­
self. 

The amendment was, by leave, withdrawn. 
Mr. MnEs said he was sick and tired of 

the squabbles that were going on, and it was 
time they drew to a close. ne was exceecl­
ingly glad to find honorable members deny 
that they were so fond of place as they 
seemed to be ; but he· could only say that 
appearances were against them. Since 
August last, nothing had been clone to 
advance l.he public business, all the time 
being taken up in squabbles for place and 
power. He hoped that before the House 
separated, to-night, a conclusion would be 
come to upon the motion before them ; and 
that the business of the country would 
thenceforth be proceeded with. He would 
state, at once, that he would vote against the 
motion of the honorable member for Mary­
bomugh. The Ministry were entitled to a 
fair trial, and he thought the House would 
allow them to bring forward their measures, 
and judge them by those measures, and upon 
those, decide whether or not they were 
deserving of the confidence of the country. 
If he understood the honorable member 
for W arrego aright, he was to have the 
position of fifth Minister. If that was the 
case, at the proper time, he, (Mr. Miles) 
would have a word or two to say about 
it ; and he thought he should be with the 
honorable member for :Maryborough before 
long-because he knew the extravagant habits 
of the honorable member for \Varrego, 
for the little time he had been in office. 
Unless the honorable the present Colonial 
Secretary could put a cheek upon him, the 
same characteristic would mark him on his 
return to office. However, he was not going 
to prejudge. He was prepared to give the 
Jl.finistry a fair trial, because he wished 
that the course which had been hitherto 
pursued in the House to come to an encl. 
That course was disgraceful; and, holding 
that opinion, he was glad to say that 
he gave the late Government, from first to 
last, his support. It was very bad of those 
honorable members, now, to come forward 
and assail the present Government before 
they could bring i...'l their measures. . If ~e 
w1.0re to be a party to throwing any rmpedl· 
ment in t.he way of the Govern:ment1 his 

constituents would send him about his 
business ; and very properly so. They did 
not send him to the Assembly to join in 
squabbles about who should be in office. The 
suggestion as to the a1Jpointment of a fifth 
Minister stuck in his gizzard. He hoped, 
however, that the Government would promise, 
and carry out their promise, to economise. 
When the late Government dicl so, they went 
on over-running their .E~timates and making 
fresh appointments. The present Govern­
ment must do better than that. "With 
reference to the Land Act, for his own part, 
he was perfectly independent of any Govern­
ment. What he was entitled to, he would 
have, or he would know the reason why. 
He had a strong will, and while he believed 
he was right, he would stand out for his own. 
He had selected on the J"imbour Run ; it had 
been proclaimed in the GM•ernment Gazette 
as open for selection, and. he made selections 
in the names of members of his family. For 
those selections he paid cash. He was not 
going to talk about rumours willingly; but it 
was rumoured, and the rumours reached him, 
tlut t those selections were to be cancelled. 
He felt annoyed, and he w·ent to the Minister 
for Lands, and put the question to him, 
whether or not the rumour was true P The 
Minister told him that there had been so much 
dummying he was determined to put it down, 
and that he would cancel the selections. 
"Very well," he (M:r. Miles) said, "Mr. 
Secretary for Lands-I have selected that 
land under an Act of Parliament; I have 
paid the money down for it, and I will have 
what I have a right to-what is mine." He 
had no hesitation in saying that had the 
Jl.finister cancelled those selections, he would 
have committed an illegality. It was not for 
any vote of his (Mr. Miles,') that that was 
not done ; but, he believed that when the 
JYfinister came to consider the matter over, 
he felt that he had not the power to do it. 
When he was on his way clown to town, the 
land agent at Toowoomba came to him, to the 
railway station, stating that he had received 
the money back, to return to him-the money 
which he (Mr. Miles) had paid for the selec­
tions. He said to the land agent, that the 
Queensland Government were not flush of 
money, and that the best thing that officer 
could do wa9, to take it back and send it down 
to the Trt'asury-that he had bought the land, 
and, whether it should prove a good bargain 
or a losing one, he was satisfied with it and 
meant to keep it; that what he had a right 
to, he would keep, and fight for. The best 
thing the House could do, was, to settle the 
9,uestion before them, now ; and give the 
Government a fair trial for the measures they 
might introduce. And, if their measures 
were for the good of the country, he should 
be very happy to give them his support. 

M:r. BAMSAY, on rising to address the 
House, said, he was not sure that he could 
make himself heard; at the same time, ha 
lii.d. not wish to give s. ilileut vote on such au 
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occasion as this. When he returned from 
Sydney, yesterday, it was with the full inten­
tion to support the Government, as, thereby, 
he would assist to expedite the business of 
the country. But it appeared that the Gov­
ernment were so very weak that he was in 
some doubt whether such a course would not 
be the worst to take, and whether the best 
course would not l1e to pass such a vote as 
that proposed by the honorable member for 
Maryborough, so as to forestall a coalition. 
Should the decision of the House be unfavor­
able to that motion, or otherwise, and should 
the head of the Government, by to-morrow, 
be able to form a good coalition Jli!:inistry, he 
(Mr. Ramsay) should be prepared to give 
them his support. It was a matter of perfC'ct 
indifference to him who was on the Treasury 
benches. He did not think that the House 
understood, exactly, what the honorablc 
member at the head of the Government said, 
when he referred to the course he would take 
if he were not allowed what he considered 
a fair opportunity to bring forward the Gov­
ernment measures-that course being to 
advise the dissolution of the House. It 
seemed to him (Mr. Ramsay) to be so 
extremely objectionable, whether for this 
individual case, or as a matter of practice, 
that he thought His Excellency the Governor 
would not, upon mature consideration, con­
sent to it. He fancied that the only rule on 
which a dissolution could be now granted was 
that the Assembly was not the House of the 
present Ministry-that the House had not 
been elected under their auspices - that 
the existing Government had not had the 
pulling of the wires in the general election. 
He did not understand the Premier's ex­
pression: he dur~~ 1jay it was a lapsus of 
the honorable gentleman. It was hardly 
possible, however, to admit the honorable the 
Attorney-General's case. Here was a Parlia­
ment that had never proceeded to busine~s, 
except to turn out the late Ministry ; and 
then followed the consequent introduction to 
power of the present Ministry. Why should 
they be granted a dissolution? If such a 
rule were carried out-if every person that 
came into power, for however short a time 
it might be, and found himself weak, were 
granted a dissolution for that reason-if for 
sake of power and position, or from avarice, 
gentlemen liked office and desired to keep 
it-where would they end P They would do 
nothing but meet to change, and the country 
would be hardly ever free from the excitement, 
the expense, and all the evils of a general 
election. On this point he would read two 
or three short extracts, very pertinent to the 
present position of affairs, which had been 
formerly brought before the attention of the 
House by an honorable gentleman, a late 
colleague of the present Government, who, 
on the occasion in question, spoke in the 
interests of those gentlemen. They would 
show that the highest authority in England 
did not !J,t aU allow that the dissolution of the 

House was justifiable on such grounds as 
those. Mr. Gladstone said-

" That a dissolution was only to be justified 
when two things occurred-when there was a 
great political question to be decided, and when 
the Minister advising the dissolution had a 
reasonable hope that a new House of Commons 
would take a different view of that question from 
the view entertained by the existing House of 
Commons. And, negatively, Mr. G lads tone laid 
down the proposition that no Ministry has a 
right to go to the country merely to decide 
whether it shall remain in office." 

Again, referring to the same subject-a 
dissolution was always "exceptional." 
" Far from having an inherent personal right 
to dissolve, a l\Iinister must always show why he 
does not resign, and why he dissolves. In order 
to make good his use of the power of dissolving, 
he must show that there arc special reasons why_ 
immediate recourse should be had to an extraor­
dinary and irregular manifestation of the national 
will." 
Once more:-
" It is no reason for a dissolution, that the 
Ministry recommending it was not in office when 
the existing House * * * was elected. 
There must" be something beyond this 1·eason ! " 

There was no higher authority than JYir. 
Gladstone on that subject ;-at all events, he 
was quite enough authority for the guidance 
of the Assembly. If a dissolution was objec­
tionable on the meeting of Parliament, last 
August, when the late Government were in 
office, how much more so, at the present 
moment. No practical legislation had been 
done for many months, and, for want of it, the 
affairs of the country were at a standstill. 
There were many measures required urgently, 
of which he thought honorable members who 
seldom moved out of Brisbane hardly knew 
the importance. The Government had 
given notice of an Immigration Bill; but 
no notice was given of a Pastoral Relief Bill. 
It was proposed to introduce, at the public 
expense, a number of laboring men, while 
they were careless of driving out of the 
country the employers of labor. He had just 
come from Sydney, and he had there had 
the opportunity of hearing what was said 
by the principal mmtgagees of stations in 
this colony ; and they said, that if something 
was not clone quickly to remedy the evils 
under which the pastoral interest at present 
suffered, the stock in the country would be 
driven down south, and the stations, here, 
abandoned. That might appear an idle 
threat; but men would not go on spending 
money, year after year, without hope of a 
return ; they would come to the conclusion 
that the first loss should be the last, and 
withdraw their prop0rty and capital from 
the colony. He (Mr. :Ramsay) did sincerely 
hope that a Pastoral Relief Bill of a much 
more liberal nature than vms ever passed 
before would save this country from aban­
donment. It might be that the abandonment 
wocl.d be for only a limited ti1111J ; but, 
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if it took place, it would certainly be attended 
with most disastrous consequences . to the 
colony. To proceed to another matter:-If the 
House were asked to support a Government, 
they ought to be told who that Government 
were, and what they would do. "\Vhat was 
the policy of the Minister for Lands P Was 
he to follow in the footsteps of his predeces­
sor? The honorable the late Minister for 
Lands was not in the House-he was politi­
cally defunct: therefore, de nw1·tuis, and all 
that. If his acts could be considered as those 
of the individual, he (Mr. Ramsay) would 
take no notice of them ; but such was not the 
case. The Act gave no such power to the 
Secretary for Lands as he had exercised ; the 
power was given to the Governor in Council 
-in other word~, to the Ministry of the day ; 
and the Ministry as a whole must be held 
responsible. Nothing, he (Mr. Ramsay) 
thought, was worse than the manner in which 
the Lands Department had been managed. 
The Land Act had not been administered so as 
to bring in revenue, but its operation had been 
considerably mystified. Yet that was one of 
the charges against the late Government; and, 
to a certain extent, the cause of their defeat, 
But what did the country now find? That 
there was no security for those who took up 
land. That which was taken up one day was 
declared forfeited the next, and regulation 
followed regulation until nobody knew what 
was best or correct to be done. In the first 
place, with regard to the selections on Canning 
Downs Run. Could anyone tell him why they 
were cancelled? They had been taken up by 
some of the most respectable men in the 
country-some of them honomble members 
of the Legislative Council, some members of 
this Assembly-men who would no more be 
guilty of dummying than would the Post­
master-General himself ;-and for what pos­
~ible reason they were cancelled he could not 
see, as he understood that those men had com­
plied with all the conditions the Act required: 
they had paid their money, and complied with 
all other requirements. There could not be 
any dummying. But this and other questions 
would be decided in the Supreme Court. 
Under the Land Act of 1866, a great deal of 
land had been taken up; for a twelvemonth 
the rent had been paid-in some cases the 
second year's rent had been received by the 
Government-yet the whole batch of those 
selections was now rejected. If the Govern­
ment had had reports from their officers that 
the conditions had not been complied with, 
then he could have understood their action; 
there would have been some reason for it. 
·what was wanted in the administration of 
the Land Act was certainty and finality. 
When a man went to take up his land, he 
should be able to feel that he made a bona 

jlrle bargain; that what he purchased was his 
o>m, to do as he liked with it, and have all 
the benefit that could be derived from it. He 
(Mr. Ramsay) would give his vote in the way 
in which he believed it would most expedite 

the business of the country- against the 
motion ; and he should be very happy if the 
head of the Ministry could show that he 
would be able to form a strong Government, 
at once. 

Jl.ir. L . .urn remarked that he thought he 
ought not to give a silent vote on the present 
occasion; yet he had considerable diffidence 
in addreRRing the House, because he felt like 
a man who had for some time been under a 
ban. Charges had been made against him 
in another place, and he haLl been waiting to 
hear them brought forward in the House­
to know exactly what they were-so that he 
could answer them. He had fancied that 
possibly something migM have been done, of 
which he was not aware, under his adminis­
tration of the Land Act of 1868, to lead 
the public to think that he was a participator, 
in appearance, in some jobbery. But a light 
had dawned upon him: relief had come at 
last ! It was now discovered that whilst 
those attacks were being made upon him­
since he left office-a great deal of dummying 
was going on, aided by officers of the Supreme 
Court, one of them a very able member of 
the Assembly. No doubt, having had the 
opportunity of looking behind the scenes, and 
learning the way in which such things were 
carried on, they, under the cloud of an 
attack on himself, thought it would effectually 
divert attention from themselves. He charged 
gentlemen who were sitting on the Ministerial 
side of the House-Ministers and thPir 
friends-with being the principal dummies 
in the transactions in land, which dummying 
took place after he had left office. Few non­
transferrable land orders were put in during 
his tenure of office ; and in the only three 
cases in which they were put in, with appli­
cations for leases, he had every reason to 
believe that they belonged to the parties ~n 
whose names they were made out, and m 
whose names the applications were made ; 
so that the great amount of dummying and 
mal-practice which had been spoken of else­
where, occurred after he had left office. 
\Vhen the matter was alluded to, his good 
name was thought of little moment, and he 
had almost feared, really, that he might be 
thought by the public to be a party to it. 
vVhat had the Government done since he left 
office ? "\Vhy, almost every regulation they 
had made was cancelled !-they made a 
regulation one week, and the next cancelled 
it. Parties who had taken up land under 
the sixpenny leases clause of the Act of 1860, 
had been called upon to pay eighteen-pence 
an acre arrears ; so that those who had ap­
plied for their land some four years 
ago, would have had to pay six shillings an 
acre, down, instead of what he (Mr. Lamb) 
believed the Government had a right to 
demand, only eighteen-pence. The public 
saw that that was a great injustice-that it 
was ruination to a large number of industrious 
persons. The lwnorable member for Drayton 
and Toowoomba, and others interested, had 
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ventilated the subject, and the persons whose 
ruin was thus threatened had sent in a petition 
against it: though he (Mr. Lamb) saw that 
the honorable member just named had impro­
perly tried to shift the blame of that regula­
tion from the present, to the shoulders of the 
late, Government. He assured that honorable 
member that it was the intention of the late 
Government to call upon those parties to pay 
only eighteen-pence. Every officer of the 
Lands Department knew that had been his 
intention. The present Government event­
ually cancelled that objectionable regulation 
of theirs, and issued another-the same that 
the JYiackenzie Government had inll'nded to 
issue, to the effect that those landholders 
under the Act of 1860 had to pay only 
eighteen-pence. Now, he came to the Act of 
1866. What had the present Government 
done under that? Acted with equal incon­
sistency. He believed he was within the 
mark when he said that there were somewhat 
like 200,000 acres of land taken up under 
that Act. In the latter part of 1867, he 
supposed there were many hundreds Gf agri­
culturists who had taken up land in that 
class of selection: they were to have culti­
vated within twelve months from the date of 
selection, or to put up improvements to the 
value of five shillings an acre, in which latter 
case, they were exempt from cultivation. He 
knew that the great bulk of those selectors 
were not able to break the ground, solely in 
consequence of the prevailing drought. It 
appeared that the new Government, when 
they came into office, wished to see the results 
of the taking up of that land. The way they 
went about it was, to make an example of the 
rich man; 24,000 acres on Canning Downs 
were eancelled, on the plea that the holders 
had not complied with. the conditions of 
selection, and a month was given them to 
show cause why their land should not be 
forfeited. Had the Government issued a 
notice to the effect that the Vl"hole of the 
200,000 acres were forfeited, he (Mr. Lamb) 
should not have objected. He contended 
that it was the duty of the Government to 
show, to prove, that the conditions were not 
fulfilled; not to call upon the holders to show 
cause. But, apart from that, if they had 
cancelled all, as he before said, it would a 
bona fide transaction on the part of the 
Government. No, no ; they would make 
only certain persons, within a specified area, 
the victims. He happened to know that 
there were some bona jide agriculturalists in 
that 24,000 acres ; and he held that injustice 
should not be clone to one of them. Even if 
ninety-nine men in a hundTcd committed a 
breach of the law, the one just man should 
not be condemned. He advised greater 
discrimination by the Government than they 
seemed to exercise. The course that the late 
Government had intended to carry out in 
the matter was, that, considering the severe 
drought, the selectors should have twelve 
months allowed them either to culth-ato or 

to put up improvements of the value of five 
shillings an acre. But they were turned out 
of offi~e bBfore thev had time to clo so. He 
was of opinion that a resolution of the Hou8e 
would have enabled them to make that con­
cession. There was a precedent for it, in 
relation to the sixpenny leases ; and the 
Government could have acted in the same 
way towards the leaseholders under the Act 
of 1866. At any rate, they could not pick 
out 24,000 acres m one place and decide, by 
a stroke of the pen, that the holders of land 
therein were wrong. Under the Act of 1866, 
there was a greater number of bona fide 
agriculturalists, than under the Act of 1S60, 
because the Act of 1866 was the first under 
which the price of land was lowered by 
deferred payments, extending over eight 
years. Although the sixpenny leaseholders 
had their land at so low a rent, they had in 
the end, to pay one pound an acre for the fee­
simple. :Now, he would again refer to 
matters in connection with the Act of 1868. 
\Vhat was the course of the Government 
under that Act P They made certain cancel­
lations of selections one week, and the next 
annulled them : yet that was done by the very 
gentlemen who accused him of vacillation and 
malversation. There was the case of the Yan­
dillaselections. The House all knew the names 
of the selectors-they were known all over the 
colony. But the Government had withdrawn 
a great portion of the land, to be put up to 
auction. He did not, at all, blame them for 
that action: they had a right to do it, if they 
found that there Vl"as no legitimate demand 
for the land. But he should not be accused 
of malversation in connection with those 
selections; because the selections took place 
after he had left office. Even officers of 
the Supreme Court, members of the House, 
and of the Government, had assisted to 
dummy-were actual participators in the 
very job; -yet, they accused him of malver­
sation. \V ell might the Government speak 
of jobbery, when they themselves were 
behind the scenes, and knew so well how the 
thing was done. One person would go to 
one officer of the Supreme Court, and ask 
him-" Can I make such a declaration, as an 
honest man?" "No, you can't." He then 
went to another, who, in answer to the same 
question, said, " Yes, you can." The de­
clarations were made ; the jobbery was 
perpetrated ; and the Government knew by 
whom ancl under whose aclYiee. Then, there 
were the Jimbour selections. He found that 
those selections-he knew, as a positive fact­
that they had been cancelled. An Executive 
JI.Enute was passed to that effect; and, he 
heard that one of the selectors went to the 
Government and stated that, as to the pas­
toral land, he cared nothing for it, but the 
agricultural land he would have, saying that 
he had the opinion of the best lawyers in this 
colony and in the neighboring Polony that 
he could enforce his right. \Vith reference 
to the vote he would give, to·night, it ap• 
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peared to him that there w·as no Ministry­
at least, only a fragmentary one. First, 
there was the defection of the late Secretary 
for Lands and \Y orks ; and, an intimation 
that a second member of th.: :Ministry would 
retire-a change that took plae0 in the 
course of the sitting ; and then an honorable 
gentleman from the Opposition benches 
crossed over, sat clown on the J\Iinist;:rial 
benches, and said he >ms going to join the 
lV1inistry. He would, however, gladly give 
the Government a little more latitude then 
they had allowed him and the late Govern­
ment; and he ·would wait till they had time 
to state the course they intcmclecl to pursue. 

l\1r.BELL, for same reasons, regretted that 
the amendment of the honorable and learned 
member for Burnett was withdrawn. He 
thought that the House would have been in 
a better position to discuss the motion before 
them, after an adjournment for twenty-four 
hours. He could well conceive the dii'ferent 
feelings which prompted honorable members 
on each side of the House ;-he could well 
understand the feeling of honorable members 
who OCCU})ied the Opposition bcnrhe,,, in put­
tingfor;h a motion for the purpose of embarras­
sing occupants on the Treasury benches, and 
their reluctance to get the consent of the House 
to that motion, which the country might 
regard unfavorably; and he could equally well 
understand the feeling of the honorable mem­
bers of the ::Ylinistry tmmrd~ a motion which, 
even if postponed, might affect their pobition 
as a Government. He thought it was well 
understood, even by that honorable gentle­
man him~elf, that the motion was addressed 
to the head of the Government. On all 
grounds it would have been better to have 
acceded to the motion for adjournment. His 
own (Mr. Bell's) impression had been, till a 
late hour, that the motion of the honorable 
member for l\faryborough was for a direct 
vote of want of confidence in the Government 
generally ; but, in the speech of the horror­
able memher, there were words used, and a 
direction of language, which must have given 
the honorable gentleman at the head of the 
Government to understand that it was othn-
1Vise meant-that the motion >Pl s against 
himself. His object in rising was not for the 
purpose of speaking at length upon the gen­
eral question of debate, but to endt'rtvor to 
persuade the honorablc member for l\fary­
borough to withdraw the motion. Whether 
or not, the mol ;on would be brought forward 
on another occasion, it was plain that hon­
orablc members were not now in a fair position 
to discuss it-unle;:s they were prepared to 
discuss it irrespective of argument, or of any­
thing but party feelings. He was one of 
those members who held an utterly indepen­
dent position in the House, irrespective of 
sides or parties; and he had, in virtue of that 
inclcpendent poJition, a strong desire to sec 
a powerful and stable Government formed 
out of the remains of the present Ministry. 
He had heard it said that there was a hope 

"f.J 

felt by the honorable the Premier that he 
would be in a position to name to the House, 
to-morrow, certain gentlemen who would 
form a coalition as members of his Govern­
ment, which coalition would be satisfactory 
to the House ; and he (J\ir. Bell) was pre-
11ared, if the gentlemen whose names were to 
be disclosed were satisfactory to him, to give 
his support to the Government. If, on the 
other hand, he was called upon, now, to give 
his vote on the motion before the House­
irrespective of any future Government that 
might be so formed-he had no other position 
to take than one of direct opposition to 
the Government as they stood. Could 
anyone, for a moment, in justice to those 
honorable gentlemen, decide that the 
position which they now occupied would be 
the one they would occupy when they met 
the House to-morrow P He thought, there· 
fore, that the lwnorable member for nfary­
borough "1\·ould consult the convenieJ?-ce of 
those honoralJlc members who had cons1dered 
his motion in all its bearings, if he would 
withdraw it, to-night-even if he was deter­
mined to bring it forward again, at an early 
date. 

J\'Ir. TAYLOR saicl he thought no honorable 
member should give a silent vote on the 
question, particularly himself. After the 
remarks· he made last night, with regard to 
the Ministry, he wished to put himself square 
with the House and the country. Last 
night he had the presumption- he had 
committed the crime of presuming-to give 
ad vice to the honorable and learned gentleman 
at the head of the Government. He advised 
him to resign; or, if he did not care to resign 
himself, to get his Treasurer to resign. He 
was glacl to say that his advice had been 
taken. The Premier did not choose to retire 
himself, but his Treasurer had resigned; and, 
one of the difficulties was removed; because 
he (Mr. Taylor) could not support a Govern­
ment in which his friend, Mr. Fitzgcralcl, 
occupied a place. The Premier had not only 
got rid of an obnoxious colleague ; but he 
had-also following his advice-gone to the 
Ollposition bcnchc~, or, rather, to the cross 
banchc<s, which were more honest, and got 
two colleagues. He should now give the 
Gon•rnmelit his vote. No doubt, when the 
motion of want of confidence was brought 
forward the honorablc mover anticipated a 
triumphant ending to it ; but, because his 
()fr. Taylor's) advice had been taken, the 
ending would be otherwise. The honorable 
member for J\Iaryborough should not have 
pressccl his motion, after hearing the rumours 
that had been abroad during the clay. Some 
honorable members had promised to support 
the honorable member in the fullest opposi­
tion ; but the honorablc member could not 
expect it now. He knew that the honorable 
member hacl a great liking for a fight-that 
he was happy when he could attack somebody 
er something; and that he was ever ready for 
it. As for argun1cnt, that did not matter i 
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the less said about it the better. vVhen that 
good and gentle member for the Burnett, l\:Ir. 
Pring, came forward with his motion for 
adjournment, it was in good faith, and with 
the best intentions ; and he (M:r. Taylor) 
could not understand the attack that had 
been made upon him. The House were 
wasting another valuable night. Upon what P 
Why, they had had discussions upon the 
Land Act, upon legal advice given by 
Attorneys-General, and upon the action of 
officers of the Supreme Court ; and, in fact, 
upon all sorts of rumours well and ill founded; 
and they wore no wiser, now, than they were 
at three o'clock, after having wasted enough 
time to have sufficed for the passing of 
a Pastoral Relief Bill. And all for what? 
'l'o hear themselves talk! They might, after 
hearing a few more speeches, go to a division. 
He should vote against the motion, for the 
reason that the Premier had followed his 
advice. The1·e Wel'e 1110re than hin1self ·vrho 
wanted to go to a division, and to get a way. 

The Hon. R. PRING said he had so seldom 
received any credit for political honesty of 
purpose, that he must express his thanks 
to the honorable member for Western Downs, 
for what he had said. It was quite true 
that the peculiar circumstances of the case 
yesterday were very much altered since 
the speech of the honorable the Premier this 
evening. It was impos~ible, in view of the 
proposed new arrangements, that the House 
could come to any direct conclusion, and, as 
the Premier expected to be in a position 
to-morrow to carry on the business of the 
country, he had, in order to afford the 
Government time to complete their arrange­
ments, moved, in a bona fide spirit, the 
adjournment of the debate, and not from any 
party or factious feeling, although he had 
been charged with being a bush lawyer, and 
roundly abused for the suggestion. He had 
made this suggPstion to two honorable mem­
bers, :Messrs. Thompson and Ilamsay, who 
had approved of it, and he had also obtained 
the consent of the honorable member for 
lVIaryborough. 

Mr. JORDAN said he felt convinced that the 
honorable member for l\Iaryborough would, 
in the interests of the country, withdraw his 
motion, for if not, he would assuredly find 
himself alone in the cli vision. He could not 
help observing, while the honorable member 
was delivering his speech, that the expression 
of his countenance was not at all in keeping 
with the hard words he was uttering. 'l'he 
merry twinkle in his eye, and the pleasant 
smile that beamed on his face when he had 
made some of his hardest hits, looked very 
much as if he did not, seriously, mean half 

·he said. What advantage, he asked, would 
be gained if the motion now before the 
liouse were carried, and if the members 
now sitting on the Opposition benches were 
to change sides, and come again into power? 
The House had been told that the policy of 
the present Government was precisely that 

of their predecessors ; then where would be 
the benefit from a change, as the same 
measures 1Youlcl be carried. The loss, how­
ever, to which the country would be put 
through the delay which the success of the 
motion must involve, would be incalculable. 
Duri_ng the whole previous year absolutely 
nothmg had been done-

" I've lost a da~~. the King who nobly cried, 
Had been an Emperor without his crown." 

How much shame should we take to our­
selves that we have wasted a whole year in 
disputing about what party of men shall 
receive the honors and emoluments of office P 
From what he had heard when away, and 
from what he luicl seen for himself, he 
thought the case might be thus stated. 
The former Ministry, after having received 
a fair share of support from the Oppo­
sition, and having availed themselves of 
the talent of two clever members from the 
North, succc2dcd in passing through in a 
lengthy session, one Bill. V cry little else 
was done. The condition of the country was 
wretched; practical measures alone were 
earnestly called for; a VPry great reform in 
th0 matter of expenditure had been promised ; 
but literally nothing, or next to nothing, had 
been clone, excep~ the passing of one Bill, 
"The Alienation of Crown Lands Act," at the 
commencement of 1868. "\Vhen the House 
met for the new session in that year, the 
Ministry who had up to that time clone 
nothing legislatively, were said to have shewn 
also a grPat want of administrative ability. 
They had done nothing, worse than no~hing, 
during the interval, and the Land Act had 
been shockingly administered. The then 
Opposition very naturally said, "The Govern­
ment we have had in power for some time 
haTe clone nothing, they continue to do 
nothing, and their 1J{)licy is a do-nothing 
policy." jl,feanwhile the country was rapidly 
going to ruin, and a motion of want of confi­
dence in the Govl'l'nment was carried. The 
Ministry availed themselves of their consti­
tutional right, and appealed to the country. 
The result of that appeal did not give them 
a working majority. The Opposition, who 
had given them a fair trial, very naturally 
proposed the vote of want of confidence in 
them again. It was not carried, the Ministry 
saving themselves by a majority of one, but 
the division proved they had not a working 
majority. Now, a member of the Opposi­
tion wished to turn out the present Go­
\'"Crnment because. they had not a working 
majority. The circumstances of the case, 
l:owever, were very different. The late 
Government had a fair trial; they had the 
help of the Opposition, and of the clever 
members from the North ; and they had 
clone nothing. \Vas the House to wait 
another year, to allow a universal collapse to 
take place in the colony, because of the 
necessity of having a squat'cing Ministry to 
do the business of the country P He di<l not 
care whether the Ministry was composed 
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partly of squatters or otherwise, as long as 
the business of the country was proceeded 
with. He did not believe in the absurd 
distinction between squatters and others. 
Some of the most liberal men in the colony 
were squatters, and the reason why many 
who followed that pursuit, were on the Op­
position benches was, he believed, because 
they were continually denounced as squat­
ters, and almost compelled to separate them­
selns from the liberal party. The distinc­
tion thus drawn was mischievous, and this 
arraying of the squatters, as such, against 
all other parties was, perhaps, one of the 
great reasons why nothing had been done in 
the colony, though such an admirable com­
mencement had been made in 1860. If 
they would only give the present Govern­
ment time to mature their measures, he felt 
assured they would be such as would com­
mand the support even of many members on 
the other side of the House. They had not 
had a fair trial. Before they had time to 
turn round they had been compelled to 
meet the House ; before they could lay one 
measure on the table they are denounced 
as incompetent, judged, censured, and con­
demned by the honorable the late Attorney­
General-not because they were not men 
of intellect and education, not because they 
were not men of integrity, not because they 
did not represent the opinions of a large 
majority of the people of the colony, for he 
knew they did-but the honorable g0ntle­
man asked, v.·here were their broad acres ? 
v'Vhat the honorable gentleman asked, was 
to prevent them from "up stick and away?" 
Bf'cause they had not three or four gentle­
men among them representing the pastoral 
interest, they were not to be allowed to 
do anything at all. The honorable the late 
Attorney-General would give them no quarter, 
no time, no consideration, for he was de­
termined to upset them. They had had 
great difficulties to encounter. There was 
the unexpected defection of the honorable 
member for the N orihern Downs, .Mr. Bell. 
That was a great loss to them. Then came, he 
would not say the defection, of his honorable 
colleague, Mr. Francis. Then came the affair 
of the late Minister for Lands and \V orks, and 
the Colonial Treasurer, which all regretted. 
Under these complicated difficulties, the 
Premier was goaded, haras8ed, badgered, 
and, in a reply to a question from the horror­
able member for the vV cstern Downs (JYf r. 
Taylor), it was elicited from him that, under 
the circumstances, the Government had a 
clear constitutional right to a trial, and, if 
that was denied, that they had a right to do 
something else. He did not hear anything in 
the shape of a threat. He was reminded by the 
House that evening of tht' state of affairs 
eight years ago, when there was a conserva­
tive Government-he 1vould not say a 
squatting Government, because he was re­
solved to discard the phrase. But mem­
bers in the House representing the pas· 

toral interest went with them as supporters. 
They would not have moved a ste,v, in advance 
if they could have helped it. l'hey would 
not have agreed to the abolition of State-aid, 
to a liberal system of education, or to a liberal 
Land Bill, if they could have helped them­
selves. It was only through the exertions of 
the then Opposition, that State-aid was 
abolished, that a liberal system of education 
was put into force, and that a thorcc:;;!::!.:-,· 
liberal Land and Immigration Bill was passed; 
and if that Bill had been worked properly 
the colony would have been in a very different 
position now. The Government of that day 
had frequently very narrow escapes-some­
times a bare majority of one, and on a divi­
sion on a very important matter, they only 
saved themselves by the casting vote of the 
Speaker. Every liberal measure was made 
such by the Opposition, who were determined 
that the business of the country should be 
proceeded with. That was the key-note they 
ought to strike that night, and he believed 
they had struck it. They were going to 
carry on the business of the country. He 
was going to help, and he believed the horror­
able member for Jlfaryborough would with­
draw his motion. 

Jlfr. ATKIN said he quite concurred in the 
opinion that it would be desirable for the 
honorable member for Maryborough to with­
draw his motion, for it was extremely incon­
venient to honorable members to be called 
upon to decide upon it in ignorance of what 
arrangements were in contemplation, espe­
cially as it seemed extremely probable that 
a strong Government would be formed within 
the next twenty-four hours. He was absent 
from the House when the honorablc member 
for Maryborough addressed it, but he be­
lieved that honorable member had sta:ed 
that he brought forward the motion at the 
express desire of the honorable member for 
Eastern Downs, and many honorable mem­
bers would be gratified to see the happy 
change, and to see the honorable mover of 
this resolution acting in the capacity of 
lieutenant to that honorable member. But 
it appeared to be extremely probable that 
the honorable member for Eastern Downs 
would take part in the new arrangements for 
forming a Government, and, in that case, he 
would sca1·cely be able to congratulate him· 
self, supposing the motion to be carried, on 
the success achieved by his lieutenant or 
aide-de-camp. For his part, he had never 
been in favor of coalition Governments, and 
he did not find either in the history of 
Colonial Parliaments or the British Legis­
lature that they had ever been successful. 
Still there were, undoubtedly, occasions 
when, in order to advance the interests of 
the country, it was almost necessary to form 
a Government of that character in order to 
prevent a dead-lock from taking place. 
Now, what was the present position of 
things P The Estimates of 1869 were not. 
yet passed ; the representation of the peo1-ole 
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was very inadequate ; the pastoral tenants of 
the Crown -were calling loudly for relief. 
But nothing had been done to remedy these 
grievances, and as there -was nothing· but 
ruin staring the people in the face,' ~ome 
prompt measures must be resorted to. Under 
the peculiar circumstances of the case, there­
fore, and although he did not approve of 
coalition Governments, he should support any 
Ministry which might come into power, who 
would afford the requisite additional repre­
sentation, and relief to the outside squatters, 
and who would get on with the Estimate!S. 
He was not going to enter upon the defence 
of the gentlemen who now occupied the 
Treasury benches, but it had been stated by 
an honorable me m her on the other side of 
the House, who had emphatically condemned 
the Government, that they had made use of 
the Estimates left by their predecessors in 
the Treasury, those Estimates being in an 
incomplete state. \V ell, of course, the late 
Government might liave intended to alter 
them, but the in-coming Ministry l'ould only 
take them as they found them, and he would 
venture to say, for he also had seen them, 
that a more disgraceflll set of Estimates had 
never been introduced by any Government 
in the colony. Why, the entire revenue of 
the colony only amounted to £700,000 Ol' 

£750,000, and the Estimates-in-Chief reached 
the enormous sum of £792,000, inclcpenclcnt 
of the Supplementary Estimates, which, 
experience had shown, were generally alJout 
fifteen to twenty per cent. on the others. 
Consequentlv, if the late Government hacl 
carried out those Estimates the expenditure 
of the colony would not have been far short 
of £900,000 to £1,000,000. He must confess, 
that he could not agree with the honorablc 
member for Port Curtis, that a new Govern­
ment had no right to make use of the docu­
ments left by their predeeeR!iors. The late 
Government had boasted that they were 
going to carry out' a system of rigidrctrE'nch­
ment, but as that honorable member himsE'lf 
had remarked, their only attempted retrench­
ment was the striking off the N atiye Polirc 
expenditure, which could not be dispensed 
with. They had, therefore, set a very bad 
example. He did not intend to take up the 
time of the House by making any lengthened 
remarks. He hoped that, in a very short 
time, a GoYcrnment would be f01·med who 
would command the confidence of both sides 
of the House, and enable honorable members 
to pass the Estimates, and to carry those 
measures which were so urgently cailecl for. 
For the reasons he had giYen, he should 
oppose the motion before the House, if it 
were pressed, but he had too much reliance 
on the good sense of the honorable member 
for Maryborough to think that he \Yonld 
not withclraw it, especially considering the 
awkward position in which he might othcr­
"1\isc place his friend and adviser, the honor­
able member for Eastern Downs. At any rate 
the houorable member could withdraw the 

motion until the next clay, when he could. 
bring it forward again, if he found that the 
new 1\liniotry were not, in his opini0n, strong 
enough to carry on the business of the 
country. 

JI.Ir. FRASER saicl he agreed with the honor­
able member for \Vestern Downs, that no 
member ought to give a silent vote on surh 
an occasion as the present. He hoped the 
honorable member for 1Iaryborough, con­
sidering the tone the House hacl now assumed, 
would withdraw his motion. During the 
short time he had been in the House, it had 
been a matter of deep regret to ~1im that so 
much time was taken up by certam members 
on each side of the House in contentions, to 
the entire neglect of the interests of the 
country, which were in such a very dcpre~~cd 
state, and 11-hich, so long as such a state 
of things continued, would never improYe, 
but always get wortie and worse. He 
thought the present Government had not had 
that fair trial to which they were so fairly 
entitled. 'l'hey never had a chance of pro­
ceeding 11·lth the buBincss of the country, and 
the contentions which had taken place among 
them might have been expected under the 
circumstances. No course of legislation 
would entirely deliver the colony fi·om its 
present unfortunate position, but that l'ondi­
tion might be greatly improved, and if they 
address eel themselves at once to their business, 
they would give an earnest of their sincere 
intention to do that. As a member reprc­
sPnting a very important constituency, he 
thouf;ht he had a right to appeal to them to 
lay aside all party feeling, and unite in passing 
such measures as would aclyancc the true 
interests of the community at large. H c 
believed, with the honorable member (Mr. 
J-ordan) that if the late Government had 
remained in office, a strong Opposition might 
have been sufficient to enable the House to 
do all that was required; but a new :Ministry 
had been fOTmed, and he -thought they 
should, at any rate, rPccivc a fair trial, and 
the consideration to which they were entitled. 
Certain honorable members had not by any 
means fulfilled their intentions of giving the 
present Government a fair ~upport, and he 
was quite sme they coulcl -not justify them­
selYes to the country at large. Some members 
seemed to think that the colony was created 
solely to atford them scope for their ambition, 
and the display of their oratorical ability. 
No doubt, one or two unpleasant hitches had 
taken place, and misunderstandings hacl 
occurred between membPrs of the Ministry, 
but that was not at all an unusual thing under 
the l'ircumstances; ancl as honorable mem­
bers had just received the assurance of the 
Premier, that his arrangements would pro­
bably be completrJ in the course of another 
clay, he did trust that the GoYcrnmcnt would 
be allowed a fair trial, and that the busin<'ss 
of the country would be procercled with 
vrithout further obstruction or delay. The 
nPcessities of the colony were urgent; afi'airs 



[27 JANUARY.] Responsible Advz'sers. 151 

were in a most critical position, trade and 
commerce were languishing, and it behovcd 
those who had really the interc6t of the 
colony at lwart to shew thut they were anxious 
to further its advancement, without respect 
to private feelings or party faction. . He dicl 
not intend to touch upon the various topics 
referred to by previous speakers. Thfany of 
them were foreign to the question at issue, 
and woulcl come on for discmsion at their 
prop<'r time and place. He would content 
himself with urging honorable members on 
both sides of the House, by giving the 
Government a fair and liberal trial, to place 
themselves in a position in which they would 
justify their conduct to the House and to 
their constituents. 

Dr. O'Do:a:ERTY said he thought the hon­
orable member for Maryb0rough should not 
be permitted to withdraw his motion, as it 
was clue to the Premier that it should go to 
a division. Grave and serious charges had 
been brought against the Governm~nt, and 
more especially against the Premier, by that 
honorable gentleman. It was quite clear 
that those charges had been proved to be 
without any foundation, and, as far as he 
could see, the House was prepared to express 
its strong disapproval of them. Under these 
circumstances, he should protest against the 
motion being withdrawn, except in the usual 
way, by going to a division .. 

l\fr. VV ALSH rose to explam that he placed 
himself entirely in the hands of the Hou~e. 
He had done his duty by ascertaining the 
feeling of the House, and he would either 
withdraw the motion, with the consent of the 
Premier, without prejudice to the question at 
issue, or he should expect some honorable 
member to move the adjournment of the 
debate. Several honorable members had not 
spoken, as they thought it was understood 
that the motion would not be pressed to a 
division, and they should be allowed an oppor­
tunity if there 1ms to be a division. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said that, were 
his own feelings concerned, he would consent 
to the withdrawal of the motion, but when 
he was requested to accompany that with­
drawal with the condition that it should be 
without prejudice, he felt bound to press it to 
a division. The attack had been directed 
against him personally, and the division on 
the motion should be placed on the records of 
the House. 

Mr. Puarr said he thought the Premier had 
taken the proper course, and he should}Jress 
the motion to a division. The Premier's 
speech, in reply to the mover of the resolution, 
wa~, in his opinion, quite a sufficient answer 
in itself to all the charges hrought against 
him as head of the Government. He de­
precated constant JI.Iinistcrial changes, and 
trusted that ihe business of the country 
would be proceeded with. The puerile, fac­
tious, and fatuous work of the past few 
p.lOP.ths would tend to lower the Legislature, 

vrhich had hitherto held a very respectable 
position among the other colonies, very much 
in the opinion of people elsewhere. The 
practice of allowing honorable members to 
carry motions to adjourn the debate from 
time to time, on various pretexts, virtually 
resulted in a repPtition of the same speechPs, 
night after night, to the obstruction of the 
real business of the co1mtry. The House 
had already expressed its opinion of the 
paltry charges preferred against the horror­
able Premier, by the mover of the resolu­
tion, but he thougltt it was only due to the 
honorable member at the head of the Govern­
ment, that the result of the debate should be 
placed on the records of the House. 

Mr. FRANcrs said he had regretted, from 
the first, that the motion had been tabled, as 
it seemed that they were not giving the 
Ministry that fair trial which it was only 
good policy, as well as fair and just, to let 
them have. The motion was premature. He 
hacl never heard a word which reflected 
unworthily on the character of the honorable 
gentleman at the head of the Government. 
8eparating him from his colleagues, and 
looking upon him under the circumstances as 
the M.inistry, he w.as bound to express his 
confidence in the present Government. He 
might say, that so thoroughly did he believe, 
and had always believed in the political senti­
ments of the honorable the Premier, that he 
found on the occasion of the late elections 
that honorable gentleman's address to his 
constituents was almost identical with his 
own, and, with one mistake which might 
be forgiven-he alluded to the honorable 
gentleman being deluded by the Land Bill 
-he had never had any occasion to differ 
with him. He hoped the honorable member 
would take into his counsels not men of wealth 
and high position, but men who entertained 
the same political sentiments which he himself 
profes~ed. Hitherto it appeared that the 
men of most weight and position were alone 
considered fit to rule the country, and if that 
principle were carried out it would be almost 
as well to adopt the practice of the Dutch 
settlers, who put their candidates into the 
scale, and the heaviest man carried the clay. 
'l'he late Government had had a fair trial for 
some fifteen months, and the House expressed 
an opinion that they were not to be trusted; 
but the present Government had not had even 
time to place their policy before the House. 
He was sorry to see that the Premier had not 
considered it consistent with his dignity to 
allow the honorable member for JVIaryborough 
to withdraw his motion, for it looked, in con­
sequence, very much like a political docl&e, 
and the end of such dodges would be that tne 
party with whom he (Mr.Francis) was anxious 
to act, and with whose principles he for the 
most part agreed, would forfeit all confidence. 
He was no believer in dodges, nor was he 
a politician, for, so far as he could read the 
vocabulary of this colony, the word "politi· 



158 Tke Governor's [ASSEMBLY.] Responsible Advisers. 

cian" meant" rogue." He would vote against 
the motion, and would adhere to those prin­
ciples which the Premier and himself held in 
in common. He would do this, though it 
had been said he had sold himself to the 
squatters. 

Mr. PALMER: They wouldn't buy you. 
Mr. FRANCIS : He wished to see those 

measures adopted which were for the good of 
the country, and he should therefore sit in 
judgment upon the Government, and only 
support them in such actions as, in his opinion, 
would tend to advance the general interest. 

Mr. WALSII said, in consequence of the 
courteous way in which the Premier had met 
him, he would be willing to withdraw his 
motion, simply with that honorable gentle­
man's consent, leaving out the words "without 
prejudice" from his previous offer. 

'J.'he ATTORNEY· GENERAL said he was 
entirely in the hands of the House. 

Mr. GROOM said he must object, in conse­
quence of the strong terms which had been 
applied to the Premier and other Ministers, to 
the withdrawal of the motion. If the Premier 
consented to the withdrawal of the motion, he 
would be admitting the allegations made 
against him. He (Mr. Groom) should cer­
tainly vote against the motion. The honorable 
member for Maryborough had abused the 
Premier in no measured terms, he had designa­
ted the Colonial Treasurer as the greatest 
political renegade possible, and had charged 
the Government with having got into power on 
false pretences, and with being a most nu­
righteous Government. He should certainly 
vote against the motion. He was quite pre­
pared to endorse the remarks made by several 
honorable members as to the extravagance 
shewn in the Estimates of the late Government, 
and even if he had made up his mind to sup­
port the motion of the honorable member for 
Maryborough, those Estimates would have 
prevented him. .A great deal had been said 
about appointments to the Commission of the 
Peace, but so long as responsible Govern­
ment existed, there would be complaints of 
that nature. The Government were obliged 
to listen to the representations of influential 
persons in the different districts, and he 
should very well like to see the practice 
adopted which prevailed in Victoria, of doing 
away with territorial magistrates altogether, 
and appointing borough magistrates. 'l'he 
honorable member for Port Curtis had men­
tioned individual cases of recent appoint­
ments to the magistracy which, in his 
opinion, were highlyMdiscrcditable .. t.It might 
be the honorable gentleman was correct, but 
he would mention a case of several magis­
trates having collectively behaved themselves 
in a manner that proved their utter unfitness 
and incompetency for magi~terial duties, and 
these-gentlemen were appomted by the Gov­
ernment of which the honorable member for 
Port Curtis was a member. \Yhat he re­
ferred to took place at Charleville, ancl ho , 

found the following letter upon the subject, 
in the Dalby Herald of the 23rd instant, 
under the heading" Itinerant Justices":-

" Sir,-Several parties were summoned before 
the Bench, here, on Tuesday, for breach of the 
Scab .Act. The p1·incipal case was against the 
"super." of the Bank of New South \Vales, who 
travelled 30,000 sheep from Burenda to .Angellala 
Junction without branding, and was, therefore, 
liable to a fine of £750; or, at the lowest rate 
permitted by the Act, of £125. The bank, 
however, had two J. P.'s in its employ. These 
gents (I wish I could say gentlemen) were put on 
the Tiench, and, of course, the bank gained its 
cause, a penalty of ten shillings being inflicted, to 
meet the hardness of the times. 

"I send you an outline of the case, in order 
that banks and merchants (who own nearly all 
the stations about here), may see the necessity of 
keeping tlwse very handy J. P.'s in their employ. 
There are no less than three of them, hereabouts, 
in want of a permanent job ; some more will be 
on the tramp soon. So if you hear of any billets 
going, send me word, and I'll put you on the 
track. 

"N.B.-No questions asked, and no money 
returned.'' 
The same journal contained a police report of 
the case, which was heard by a bench of six 
maO'istrates-the gentlemen, acting, no doubt, 
on °the principle that in the multitude of 
counsellors there was wisdom. It appeared 
that they were unable to decide the case at 
the first hearing, and accordingly adjourned 
for two hours. When they returned, they 
found that the Sheep Inspector had not a 
witness to swear that the sheep in question 
were the same sheep that he had seen pass 
from the J3urenda Station to the .Angellala 
Junction Station, and, on that account, the 
magistrates dismissed the case. Now, he 
could tell the honorable the Colonial Secretary 
of a magistrate, not a hundred miles from 
Toowoomba, Vlho made a living by his being 
a magistrate. He received bribes ; and he 
had no visible means of obtaining a livelihood, 
so that he might, at any time, be taken 
up under the Vagrant Act. That person's 
name "\'\as on the Commission of the Peace, 
and that being the case, he went from place 
to place, in consideration that his expen~es 
were paid. There were other cases wh1eh 
he could mention, of a similar kind. He 
had been asked to table a distinct motion, in 
which the name of the magistrate he referred 
to should be mentioned, but he declined to 
do so, as he was not the member for the 
district in which he resided. He now came 
to refer to another matter which the honor­
able the Premier should take into consider­
ation. It had been mged that the Premier 
did wrong in the case of Hoss Lewin, and 
when the motion of the honorable member 
for East Moreton, J\ir. Francis, for a select 
committee, came on, they would no doubt 
have considerable discussion as to the work­
ing cf the Polynesians themselves. He 
would rather that the honorable member 
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had proposed to bring in a measure for the 
repeal of the Polynesian Act altogether; 
and then they would not have any more of 
those cases that had been occupying the 
police courts for some time past. As to the 
question before the House, when he con­
sidered the strong terms that had been used, 
he thought the Government would be wrong 
to consent to the motion being withdrawn ; 
and that they should insist upon its going to 
a division. He was astonished that the 
honorable member for Maryborough had 
brought forward the motion ; and he had led 
the House to believe that he did so at the 
instance of the honorable member for the 
Eastern Downs, though the honorablc mem­
ber most severely censured him for seconding 
the vote of want of confidence that was pro­
posed under the advice of, the same honor­
able gentleman on a previous occasion. He 
was very much surprised that the honorable 
member for the Eastern Downs was not in 
his place to night, as he might have done 
considerable service in affording honorable 
members correct information as to the exact 
position in which matters stood. The 
honorable member for JI.Iaryborough had 
said that the present Government was 
the most unrighteous Government that 
ever was ; and was particularly severe 
upon the honorable the Colonial 'l'reasurer. 
Now, for his own part, he must say he very 
much regretted that the honorable member 
for the Kennedy had not had an opportunity 
of proving his capability for the office of 
Treasurer. The honorable member, he 
believed, was one of the most able members 
of the House for such an office ; but he had 
not had fair play, and the public were begin­
ning to think so. The pu1ilic were beginning 
to think that there was some other motive 
than what was represented, for the treatment 
the honorable member had received; but the 
time would come when the honorable mem­
ber would occupy a distinguished position in 
a future Government, if not in the present 
one. He hoped the honorable the Premier 
would insist upon the motion being carried 
to a division, and, if so, he would support 
him. 

Mr. W ALSH rose and said, that since the 
motion was first proposed, he had had a con­
versation on the subject with the honorable 
the Premier, and with several other honorable 
members, and had thereby been led to believe 
that on both sides of the House there was a 
>ery general desire that the motion should be 
withdrawn ; and with the consent of the 
HousP, he was willing to accede to that desire, 
on the understanding that he did so without 
prejudice to the reasons that had influenced 
him in bringing forward the motion. 

The ATToRNEY-GENERAL said that, person­
ally, he had no objection to the motion being 
withdrawn, but unconditionally. The horror­
able member, however, very well knew, that 
the vower to consent to the withdrawal of the 
motwn did not altogether rest with hin1. Any 

honorable member might object, and ~n. ~hat 
case the motion would have to go to a d!VlSIOn. 

J\fr. W ALSH : The proposition for the with­
drawal of the motion came from the Minis­
terial side of the House ; and he believed it 
was maclo to him in all good faith. It was 
pressed upon him by honorable members on 
both sides of the House ; and, in particular, 
by the honorable member for Clermont, who 
most feelingly suggested to him that he 
should bow to the request that had been so 
generally made to him. Since then, however, 
he had heard cries of "divide" from both 
sides of the House, so that he was in some 
measure justified in suspecting the sincerity 
of the individual representations that had 
been made to him, as to the general desire 
that the motion should be withdrawn. Several 
of the honorable members who had called for 
a division were amongst the first to assure 
him that it was their determination to address 
the House upon the motion. They had, how­
ever, for some reason which he could not 
ascertain, departed from that determination, 
and were now the most clamorous for a divi­
sion, without availing themselves of their 
right to address the House on the motion. 
Such treatment was most nefarious. It was 
treatment such as he could never have 
expected to ha>e received from any honorable 
member. But that treatment was not con­
fined to honorable members on the Opposition 
side of the House ; for honorable members on 
the Ministerial side of the House, whose duty 
it was to have spoken on such an occasion, in 
defence and support of the honorable and 
learned gentleman whom they considered it 
their duty to support and defend, had also, it 
appeared, been wholly oblivious of their pro­
mises to him to address the House. In all 
sincerity, he desired to assure the honorable 
the Premier that he did not blame him as 
having had any hand in such nefarious treat­
ment. Greatly opposed as he was to the 
honorable and learned gentleman at the head 
of the Government, and prepared as he might 
in consequence be to believe a great deal that 
might be said against him politically, he could 
not believe that he could be a participator in 
such deception as he had experienced. But 
it appeared that at the last moment some of 
the followers of the Government could be 
hired, and employed to do such dirty work as, 
up to the present time, was wholly unpar­
alleled in the history of the Parliament of 
Queensland. The question involved in the 
motion had been altogether burked by the 
conduct of some honorable members. "\Vhen 
it was underst0ocl that the Government were 
to take two or three honorable members from 
the Opposition side of the House, honorable 
members on the l\1inisterial side of the House, 
acting, no doubt, under some Ministerial 
influence, suddenly shewccl an extreme 
anxiety that the question should go to a 
division. 

Dr. O'DonERTY desired, with permission, 
to interrupt the honorable member, in order 
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to assure him that it was he who was ·the 
first to object to the motion being withdrawn; 
and he most emphatically denied that in 
making such objection he was in the remotest 
way influenced by any lwnorable member of 
the Government. It was, he bdieved, the 
honorable member for \V estern Downs who 
first suggested that the motion should be 
withdrawn. · 

Mr. W ALSH : He was quite well aware 
that the honorable member for North Bris­
bane was the first to protest ag-ainst the 
motion being withdrawn; but he was equally 
well aware that the honorable member tacitly 
agreed to the proposition in the first instance. 
At that time, however, there was what might 
be termed a full House, but when the honor­
able member found there was a thin House, 
as far as the Opposition side was concerned, 
he rose and protested against the withdrawal 
of the motion. 

Dr. DoHERTY said he desired to deny, 
and that most emphatically, that he ;yas 
influenced by the appearance of the Opposi­
tion benches to object to the withdrawal of 
the motion. From the commencement of the 
debate he was of opinion that it was due 
to the honorable the Premier, after the 
unscrupulous nature of the attack that had 
been made upon him by the honorable the 
member for Maryborough, that the motion 
should go to a division, in order that the 
opinion of the House, as regarded that attack, 
might be distinctly expressed and recorded. 

Mr. W ALSH: The honorable member for 
North Brisbane was present when the pro­
position was made that the motion should be 
withdrawn. That was not at the commence­
ment of the discussion, but after several 
speeches had been delivered,-and he made 
no objection then to the withdrawal of the 
motion. He must again repeat that the 
treatment he had received was the most 
unfair, and the most treacherous, he might 
say, that could, in his opinion, have been 
visited upon any honorable member, espe­
cially, in respect to a question of such para­
mount political importance, He must say 
that he liked fair treatment. He liked to 
give it, and he liked to receive it ; and, 
especially, he liked to receive it from those 
honomble members who professed a desire 
to co-operate with him, and who actually 
promised to support him. But not only had 
honorable members on the Opposition side of 
the House broken their promises, but honor­
able members on the Ministerial side of the 
House who had promised to address the 
House on the motion-had not kept their 
promises, and he would haTe been satis­
fied if they had kept their promise, even 
by opposing the motion, as some honor­
able members on that side of the House had 
done. Some of them had refrained, from 
what cause he knew not, to fulfil their 
promise. \Vhile he said this, he desired 
~gain to repeat his belief that the honorablo 
gentleman at tht~ head of the Government 

had not, either directly or indirectly, sought 
to influence those honorable members to be 
silent; for the honorable gentleman, he fe~t 
assured, was not aware of what some of h1s 
supporters had in store for him. But he 
maintained it was the duty of honorable 
members on the Opposition side of the 
House, who knew, as well as he himself did, 
tlw charges it was his intention to bring 
forward, to have stood by him, to have kept 
their promises, and to have been present to 
support the motion either by their voice or 
their vote. No charges could have been 
more distinctly stated than he had stated the 
charges he brought against the present 
Ministry. And he would appeal to the 
House and to the country, to say, if any of 
those charges had been met and answered. 
If he could think that the honorable the 
Premier had met and answered one of those 
charges sufficiently, and that, therefore, the 
charge had been wrongly brought, he 
would, unhf'sitatingly, apologise , to the 
honorable gentleman. But the honorable 
gentleman had replied to the charges with 
a lawyer-like aml politician-like evasion. Not 
one of the charges he made had been 
met; and not one honorable member on the 
Ministerial side of the House had dared to 
deny one of them. Till the bait was thrown 
out, in the course of the debate, that there 
woulcl be a strong coalition Ministry formed 
on the following day from gentlemen sitting 
on the cross-benches, there was, he knew, a 
strong determination on the part of lwnorable 
members on the Opposition side of the House 
to proceed against the Government and to 
support the motion; and he was convinced 
that had they been true to their promises­
had they been true to themselves-there 
would haTe been no room to doubt that the 
motion would be carried. Under all the 
circumstances that had been brought into 
view during the debate, he thought it was 
the most justifiable course that ever the 
friends of the Government could ha1e adopted 
-to recommend that the motion should be 
held in abeyance, or withdrawn, till honorable 
members were sufficiently informed to know 
who really constituted the Ministry-to 
know to whom the motion applied, and whom 
they were 1oting against. Honorable mem­
bers objected to the motion because they 
clicl not know to whom it referred,-because 
they did not know who were the J\Iinistry. 
They ref1.ued to pass such a motion as against 
the honorable gentlemen at the head of the 
Government ; and, besides, they desired to 
support the Government if they found that it 
consisted of gentlemen of whom they could. 
approve. Such being the case, they felt that 
tlwy could not supvort the motion, because 
if they dicl so, as they did not know who 
were the JUinistry, they might aftervmrch 
find that they had Yoted again.st grntlemcn 
whom they would be very willing to sup}Jort. 
They could not vote for the motion because 
they did not know who· they were voting 
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against. He could not allow this debate to 
close without recording his protest against 
the conduct of the honorable member for 
the "\Varrego. He now spoke in the name of 
a political party, and in the name of the 
people of the country ; and, in doing so, he 
must say that such a desertion he had never 
witnessed, and such a speech, in defence of 
that desertion, he had never listened to. 
The conduct of the honorable member, and 
the speech which he had delivered, would yet 
prove to be most injurious to the management 
of the business of the House, and injurious to 
the welfare of the country. If evc1· there 
was a traitor in the camp, according to the 
spPech of the honorable member, he charged 
him with being one. Never, in all hi3 life, 
had he witnesBcd such a sudden conversion, 
anil never, in all his life, had he witnessed 
such a sudden desertion. The only conclusion 
he could come to respecting the honorable 
member was, that he \VaS the most determined 
place-hunter that it was possible to find. For 
the last fortnight the honorable mcmbC'r, it 
might be said, had been activity itself in the 
efforts he put forth against the Ministry. He 
spared no exertion to compass the overthrow 
of the present Thfini,;try. When he met any 
one in the street his first words to them were 
-" ·what can we do to get rid of this 
Government?" And yet, after all, the honor­
able member unhesitatingly ancl unblushingly 
joined the very Ministry whose overthrow he 
was eager to accomplish only a few days 
before. The conduct of the honorable mem­
ber, and the speech he had delivered, would 
have a most disastrous effect upon the 
welfare of the colony, as it was a:lfected 
through t.he proceedings of that House ; and 
he could mform the honorable ·member that 
whenever he joined a JYiinistry he would be 
the weakest point in it. He certainly did 
think, IVhen the honorable member \Vas 
returned to hold a seat in that House, that 
with his great knowledge of the country, and 
the great stake he held in the country, he 
would render great and valuable service in 
the House ; but after the exhibition he had 
given of himself, after the specimen he had 
presented of his ability, after the eagerness 
he had displayed in hunting after office-for it 
appeared to him that the speech of the 
honorable member to-night was merely a 
solicitati.on to be admitted to office-to be 
appointed a Minister in the re-construction of 
the Government,-aft01· all that, it must be 
apparent to every other honorable memb0r 
that the honorable member for the "\V ar­
rego would be an element of 1Vea1mess 
in any Ministry he might join. Surely the 
honorable member should have hacl more 
regard for his late colleagues than to have 
turned round so suddenly and tolcl them 
that he was quite prepared to join their 
opponents, and that he woulcl join any 
olhcr Government for £800 a year. 'The 
honorable member had altogether made an 
exhibition of himself of the worst kind, 

Not content, however, with doing that, he 
had also described the motion before the 
House as futile and puerile; but that the 
honorable member did not himself believe that 
such a description was correct was manifest 
from the fact that he did not attempt to shew 
that the motion was either futile or puerile. 
'The honorable mcmh~r knew that he could 
not attempt to shew that such was the case, 
~Vithout at the same time shelVing his o\Vn 
inconsistency. He could not attempt to 
disprove charges, which only a week ago 
he \VaS himself }ll'epared and anxious to 
advance-and he might inform the House 
that it was the honorable member IVho had 
chiefl. y instigated him in the first instance 
to bring forward the motion. A fortnight 
ago no one was so severe in denouncing the 
Ministry as the honorable memb~ for the 
\V arrego; and, vieiVing his conduct then, and 
his conduct noiV, he unhesitatingly charged 
him with an incurable and an insatiable 
craving for office, for nothing else could 
possibly have induced the honorable member 
so suddenly and so extremely to turn against 
his late colleagues as he had done. He 
now desired again to repeat that not a 
single charge he had brought for\Vard had 
been refuted; and if only one had been 
answered he would ha ye willingly apologised 
to the honorable the Premier for having 
brought for\Vard the motion, and would have 
unhesitatingly withdrawn it; but he main­
tained that, in the estimation of any unbiassed 
politician, there had not been in any of the 
speeches that had been delivered, anything 
like a reply to any of the charges that 
had been advancecl. He would therefore, 
ask honorable members again if they thought 
they would be justified in supporting a 
Government, no one member of which could 
answer any one of the charges? Now, he 
would ask, what was to be the policy of the 
Government? As yet they had not given the 
House the slightest indication of what was to 
be their policy ; and he IVOuld ask if horror­
able members were not justified in supposing 
that as they had appointed to the Commission 
of the Peace, a man who was in former years 
the common flogger, the policy they would 
adopt would be akin to that of the days of 
convictism and corporal punishments ? The 
honorable the Premier, he understood, had 
given an assurance that the ex-flogger would 
be removed from the Commission ofthe Peace, 
and until that removal took place, no honor­
able member would be justified in supporting 
him, or his Government. Now, with respect 
to the charge of cancellations in the matter 
of certain land selections, he had not observed 
any desiTe on the part of the Government to 
give any explanation about them. It appeared 
that the honorable member for the Maranoa, 
made certain applications for land in an 
irregular way, and that the applications were 
ordered to be cancelled. Now it had been 
stated by one of the Th'i:inistry, that there 
were no cancellations. It a:rpeared, however, 
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that there had been, and that the deposit 
money had been offered back to the honor­
able member for the JYfaranoa. "\Yhen the 
land agent tendered the money back to the 
honorable member for the JYfaranoa, it must 
have been done, not, he supposed, on the 
agent's own authority, but at the instance of 
some member of the Government. The 
honorable member for the J\faranoa admitted 
that the proceeding was virtually a cancella­
tion; and it was quite evident that it was so. 
When the agent, who had received money, 
was told to hand it 1Jack to the honorable 
member, the proceeding was undoubtedly 
equivalent to a cancellation. Now, he de­
manded on behalf of other selectors, of the 
selectors at Y andillah, that the Government 
should pursue the same course, as in the case 
of the honorable member for the J\faranoa. 
On beha!f of the selectors at Y andillah, the 
House was bound to see that the same 
justice was meted out to them that was 
meted out to the honorable member for the 
Maranoa. He had only further to say that 
he felt satisfied he had done his duty. And 
he felt equally satisfied that the Government 
had not done theirs. The evils they were 
allowing to fall upon the colony, and which 
they could prevent, would assuredly fall 
upon themselves. vVhen there was some 
chance of the formation of a coalition Gov­
ernment, he regretted to see that such a 
proceeding should have taken place as had 
been witnessed in the House to-night. He 
thought it would now be impossible to form 
any coalition Government that would sur­
vive beyond a few weeks. It might be 
]JOssible that such a Government as might be 
formed would, by toleration and by compro­
mise, be able to pass the Estimates and a 
few pressing measures ; but even those 
would not be of a satisfactory nature. It 
would not be possible to carry on business 
as it ought to be carried on. The measures 
that might be passed would only be a series 
of compromise.J3 like the Land Bill, which was 
not only a disgrace but an injury to the 
colony. Those who bought and those who 
sold were equally disgraced under its pro­
visions. That measure was itself a monu­
ment of the evil of a coalition Government. 
Such a Government was only a Government 
in name. It was not a Government in 
reality. It was only a coalition of poli­
ticians who were in reality opposed to 
each other, but who, by their coalition, 
managed, for a time, to humbug the people. 
He believed that such a coalition as was 
likely to be formed, would do no good to the 
country ; but would only for a time deceive 
the people. He felt that he had now done 
his duty, and he must say that he was 
thoroughly disgusted with the whole conduct 
of the present Ministry ; and he hoped 
honorable members would never again see 
such a lamentable display as they had seen 
to-night, of humbug on the one side, and 
treachery on the other. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said he would be 
very happy to do all in his power to efiect a 
conciliation of parties with respect to the 
motion before the House, but he was afraid 
he would not be able to prevent the motion 
being carried to a division. He very much 
regretted that the honorable member for 
Maryborough had thought it necessary to 
reiterate some of the charges he advanced in 
the course of his opening speech, as most 
honorable members on both sides of the 
House were now satisfied that there was no 
foundation for them. He would be very glad 
to see the motion withdrawn unconditionally, 
but, as the honorable mcmbt>r was aware, it 
was in the power of any one honorable 
member to require that the House should 
go to a division upon it. 

The motion was then put, and the House 
divided as follows : 

Aye~, 2. 
JIIr. Thompson 
, vralsh. 

Noes, 18. 
:Mr. A. IIodgson 
,, S. Hodgson 
, Atkin 
, Taylor 
, Forbes 
,, Groom 
, Murphy 
, Pngh 

rrhornton 
, Francis 
, Fitzgerald 
, Fraser 

Miles 
, Jordan 

Dr. O'Doherty 
~Ir. Williams 
, Stephens 
, Lilley. 




