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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Thtwsdcty, 6 August, 1868. 

Addre.~~ in Reply to Opening Speech. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY TO OPENING 
SPEECH. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL s:1id that when 
the House was counted out on the previous 
evening, he was proceeding to answer certai11 
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statements made in the speech of the horror­
able member for East Jl,foreton, J\Ir. Francis, 
and especially tlmt portion of it which referred 
to the alleged" mismanagement, onmnt of all 
management" of the golll fields bytheGovcrn­
ment. He had not been able to gather from 
that honorable member's speech that be had 
preferred any S11ccific charge, but he had 
brought forward a general and sweeping 
allegation, unsupported by any facts which 
would enable any member on the Govern­
ment side of the House to oiler either defence 
or reply ; and he must say that, throughout 
the ;1hole course of the debate, the system 
adopted by the Opposition had been to 
abstain from charging the Government with 
any particular aets of delinquency, and 
attempting to substantiate them, and to bring 
forward 1ague and general accusations. All 
he could do, therefore, was to answer the 
assumption on the part of the Opposition, 
that the Government had been guilty of 
general incompetency, and enclea>or to meet 
that charge as ho best could. No direct 
charge of mismanagement hacl been made ; 
the accusation had rather lJeen, that the 
Government had neglected the interests of 
the colony, in not rrcviding sufficient means 
of transit between Brisbane and the gold 
fields at Gympic. But that vYas a local 
matter ; and even if the n1inistry had been 
guilty of neglect in that respect, they conlcl 
not be charged with neglecting the interests 
of the colony of Queensland. No doubt, he 
should learn in the morning that he had been 
lecturing the House ; but in spite of the 
fulminations with which, in all probability, 
would be diroctocl against him by the press, 
he slwuldnot hesitate to express his opinion 
of the charges made against the Government, 
of which he was a member. He repeated 
that to bring forward charges of neglecting 
local interests as general charges, was not a 
fair course to pursue. It was one thing for 
a member representing tho~e local interests 
to urge them upon the attontwn of the House, 
and another thing for the Government to be 
censurPd by the whole House for neglecting 
them. Such a charge, he maintained, ought 
not to have any weight with the House in 
considering the general policy of the Govern­
ment. He thought that an honorablc member 
who took upon himself the onerous task of 
moving an amendment which, if carried, was 
likely to cause a change of Ministry, should do 
so upon sufficient grounds, and at all events he 
prepared to shew that he himself ;;-as con­
vinced that he was }Jerforming a public duty. 
No;;-, he was compelled to say, that the speech 
of the honorablc member had failed to satisfy 
the House that he himself believed that he was 
taking a proper line of action. For no ono 
could help being impressed by the fact, that 
while the honorable member affected to con­
demn the Government, almost every sentence 
that he uttered wolmd ur with the remark 
that he should suspend his judgment upon 
their conduct. That was all the Govern-

ment asked for, that the judgment of honor­
able members should be suspended until 
the facts were laid before them; and that was 
the course that would be taken by any but a 
factious Opposition. While the honorablo 
member r,ppearecl to be so anxious that the 
pr,·scnt Government should be turned out, 
the whole tenor of his speech ;;·as directed to 
one point-that they should have a fair trial. 
When so much weakness was displayed in 
the SJJeech of the mover of the amendment, 
he contended that, unless the Opposition were 
a factious one, the address should have been 
adopted, and some other opportunity taken to 
test the honesty or the ability of the Govern­
ment. How had the amendment been sup­
ported ? It had been supportecl by one 
honorable member who seemed to have found 
out, at the la,;t moment, the error of his ways. 
Ho was at a loss to understand how, at the 
eleventh hour, tlmt honorable member had 
become convinced that the course he had 
pursued during the previous sPssion was 
erroneous. He should be inclined to think 
that a great deal of pressure of some sort 
had been brought to bear on the honorable 
member; but he coulcl tell him that it was r, 
matter of very little moment indeed whether 
the Government possessed his confidence or 
not. That honorable member had stated, 
that it was only within the last fe»' days that 
the Government had been impressed with the 
importance of the gold fields. Why, the 
honomble member must have known that 
such an accusation could be readily refuted. 
He must have known that the Government, 
for months past, had been in regular com­
munication with the gold fields about this 
particular road to Gympie, about which he 
spoke so much. There had also been a large 
expenditure to meet the other requirements 
of the gold fields, and, in his ovinion, quite 
enough had been expended. VVh y did not 
the honorable member point out in what way 
the Government had neglected the gold fields, 
ancl how it was that their importance had 
never become apparent to the Government 
until the last few clays? It had been stated 
outside, though perhaps not in the House, 
that the Government had retarded the pro­
gress of the gold fields ; but the only evi­
dence in support of that charge was, that 
the honorable Colonial Secretary had tele­
graphed to the Governments of the other 
colonies to caution them against a too great 
influx of population, in consequence of those 
disco>eries. Ho considered that his horror­
able colleague was perfectly right. He had 
seen a great deal of injury accrue to this 
colony from the sudden rush of a largo number 
of persons to gold fields, which promised to 
be quite as rich as those at Gym pie. Indeed, 
so great was the difficuLy caused by that 
rush, that it became for private 
individuals to subscribe to send persons 
back to their wi.-es and fami!icc'. Surely, with 
such facts before tho eyes of LLc Uoyornmcnt, 
it was but commonrrudcnce to take steps to 



42 Add1•ess in Reply [ASSEMBLY.] to Opening Speeclt. 

prevent the recurrence of a like state of 
things. If the Gympie gold fields had not 
turned out ~>ell, and nothing had been clone 
to check the rapid influx of population, and 
the same scenes had been enacted as took 
1)lace at the Oanoona rush, would not the 
Government have been censured? They had 
not, however, retarded the progress of the 
gold fields, quite the contrary ; though they 
had acted without rashness in the matter. No 
honorablc member would deny that the money 
required to form the road to Gympie would 
have to come out of the consolidated revenue, 
to which the whole colony, already so heavily 
taxed, contributed ; and he maintained that it 
was neither right nor the duty of the Govern­
ment to spend the people's money for the 
benefit of only a small section of the com­
mu~lity. It might havo been argued that to 
ass1st the gold fields of the colony was to 
assist immigration, and so to further the 
prosperity of the colony ; but a line must be 
drawn somewhere, and the position of the 
gold fields "~hich required assistance ought to 
have been s1Jecifiecl. If the argument used 
l~ad been that it was essentially necessary to 
tne welfare of the colony that proper com­
munication should be rapidly opened up 
between Brisbane and Gympie, there would 
have been some force in it. But it had not 
been shewn that the Government had any 
special necessity or authority to expend a 
larger sum of money in that district than it 
was entitled to as its share of the general 
revenue. But even then the money could 
only be granted by a vote of the House, and 
so far the Government had acted correctly. 
The clamor which had been raised in reference 
to this subject had in reality proceeded from 
only a few interested persons in Brisbane ; 
not a word on the subject had been heard 
from the inhabitants of Gympie. In fact, they 
seemed to consider that they had already a 
much cheaper and l1etter road for goods and 
p~ssengers by way of Maryborough, and they 
d1d not trouble themselves at all about 
the road to Brisbane. Therefore, if the 
persons most interested in it did not take the 
least trouble to agitate about the road, why 
should a few individuals in Brisbane take up 
the question, and encleavor to raise such a 
storm against the Government ; except it was 
because they would be able, through this 
road, to put a little more money into their 
o"~n pockets? He believed there were such 
things as indignation meetings in this to»n. 
He should like to kno» what an indignation 
meeting meant, held on the eve of the open­
ing of Parliament? Was it a meeting got 
up by three or four persons, who drew up 
resolutions and spoke to them, having refer­
ence entirely to local affairs P He approved 
of meetings for that purpose in the different 
electorates ; but the object of such a meeting 
should be confined to the electors and the 
representatives of the district, and go no 
further. But when the holders of such 
meetings attempted to act for the good of 

the commonwealth, they overstepped their 
duty. It had been well observed the other 
evening, by the honorable the Colonial Trea­
surer, that such a meeting could have no 
eifect upon the Government; and he thought 
it would be a very sorry day for the Parlia­
ment of Queensland when they allowed 
themselves to be influenced bv a meeting in 
any electorate, whether Brisbane or else­
where. The t~>o general charges against the 
Government were, first, that they did not 
possess the confidence of the House in their 
legislative functions ; and, sec(mclly, that they 
diclnot possess that confidence in their admin­
istrative capacity. Now, to deal with the 
first charge, he had never heard that the 
Government hacl forfeited the confidence of 
the House in their legislative functions during 
last session. 'l'he charge was, he believed, 
that, instead of discharging those functions 
badly, they did not discharge them at all; but 
that was not a proposition which could be 
supported by facts. If a certain part of the 
duty of a Government ~>as taken from them 
by the House, he maintained that the House 
could not blame them for that. If that duty 
had been taken from the Government in con­
sequence of its incapacity, it would have been 
a different thing ; if that had been proved, 
the existence of the Government should have 
terminated at once. But if the Government 
had left a certain portion of its duty to the 
House, in consequence of the antagonistic 
opinions which prevailed, and the House, in 
an amicable spirit, had accepted that duty, 
there were no grounds for the assertion that 
the Government had not performed its legis­
lative functions, or that they had not dis­
charged them at all. It was the first time 
he had ever known a Government attacked 
for its conduct during a previous session. He 
could quite understand that, under certain 
circumstances, the argument of the honorable 
member for East 1foreton might be correct; 
and that if the Opposition, instead of being 
at sixes and sevens, had been combined 
and unanimous in their views and opinions, 
and finding that the Government had clone 
nothing to advance the prosperity of the 
country, had submitted to a defeat last ses­
sion solely because they were in a minority­
then, perhaps, these charges might, with 
some show of reason, been brought forward 
this session by way of renewal. But there 
were honorable members now seeking to 
occupy a prominent place in the Opposition, 
who had certainly no claims to it, either from 
their eloquence or from anything they had 
clone for the country ; and he thought very 
little weight should attach to their action. 
The honorable member had made another 
charge, namely, the ,,~ant of administrative 
capacity in the Government; and, of course, 
that ~>as one which affected the Ministry in re­
lation to their conducting of the affairs of the 
colony during the recess. He (the Attorney­
General) could not understand how the honor­
able member could support that charge, 
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without affording certain information to the 
House ;-in other words, he should be pre­
pared with the facts of the maladministration 
of the Government to prove his case-acts of 
political dishonesty, or any others, that would 
justify him in asserting that the Government 
ought not to 11ossess the confidence of the 
House. Had the honorable member shown 
one fact in support of his action ? No. He 
had rather rested his position on the ground 
that certain things had been said against the 
Government, out of c1oors-cortainly of a 
grave nature; but, if he had only followed in his 
conduct, what he had said in words, he would 
not have moved the amendment at all; he 
would have informed the House why he 
objected to the Government, and he would 
have taken an opportunity to initiate an in­
vestigation of those charges. The way he 
had acted >Yas not the fair way. Some 
persons liked the sweets of office ;-but they 
did not know what the bitters were. He (the 
Attorney-General) knew very well what the 
bitters were. If honorable members oppo­
site were in the position he was now in, they 
would be the first to ask for the justice that 
he asked for at their hands. He did not 
think for a moment that the language he was 
uttering would haye any effect whatever on 
them-and he was not speaking to influence 
the other side, because they had determined 
outside the House to condemn the Govern­
ment; but he ·wished to shew them that it 
was not because they had so determined that 
the Government would submit without a 
struggle. He had a political character to 
maintain; and he would not submit to charges 
made in the way he had heard, and see such 
things done without taking his own part. He 
was not going to put himself in the position 
for honorable members opposite to say by­
and-bye-" Oh, we made charges, and you 
said nothing." He believed it would have 
been proper for the Government, and perfectly 
justifiable in them, to have sat on their benches 
without answering a word, and to have 
treated what wa~ said with silent contempt. 
That was a position which they might have 
assumed; but whether it was one which 
they ought to pursue was quite another 
matter. The Government had pursued a 
proper course on this question. It was a 
mistake to suppose that he ever said that 
the members of the Opposition ought to 
have shown the Government their policy : 
he was of the contrary opinion. Some 
honorable members had said that before 
an Opposition sought to obtain the reins of 
office, they should disclose their policy ; but 
he believed that a Government should stand 
or fall upon their own policy. It was not the 
part of a Government to say to an Opposi­
tion-" You ought to disclose your policy." 
In saying this, he was only following out the 
course of conduct that he had pursued in a pre­
vious Parliament. vVhat he did hold, and all 
he had said, was, that the Opposition ought to 
make specific charges against the Govern-

ment, and prove them. It had been argued 
that the Government hacl no policy. In reply 
to that, he 11ointed to the Speech, and asked­
What more was wanted P Did the Opposition 
want every Bill printed ready for them? Such 
a line of action was impossible. As he had 
said before, the formalities of introducing 
their measures, as p:r:escribed by Parliament, 
must be followed. If no policy was disclosed 
by the Government, that ·would be a very 
good ground of complaint against them ; but 
he thought that a very good policy had been 
put fonmrd in the Speech ; and it was for the 
House hereafter to pronounce, as the measures 
were laid before them, whether it was a good 
policy or not. \Vhat was the grand question 
which agitated the public mind last session? 
The re-distribution of electorates and the 
increase of representation occupied the atten­
tion of everybody. It was clear that this 
Parliament, at all events, was not a reflex of 
public opinion ; and the sooner a change was 
made the better. If the Government were 
not prepared to legislate, there woulcl be a 
proper opportunity for a charge of want of 
policy. There >Yas a policy, but this ~~~as not 
the time to discuss it. A question of great 
importance was that of the creation of provin­
cial councils. In some large districts it was 
considered a very vital question. A debate 
took place upon it last session, not for the 
purpose of settling the question, but to obtain 
an expression of the views of honorable mem­
bers as to the measure that should be pro­
vided. The Government had shewn them­
selves fully alive to it: being informed that 
additional legislation was required to that 
which existed, they had announced to the 
House and to the country that they were 
prepared to introduce a measure for the 
establishment of provincial councils. Could 
it be said that they had no policy on that 
great question? Could it be said that they 
evinced any indisposition to accord the 
fullest investigation in reference to the Land 
Act? The Crown Lands Alienation Act 
had been passecl under very peculiar cir­
cumstances, and, he thought, he might say 
that it hacl received the accord of every 
honorahle member of the House. It had not 
been carried by a bare majority ; it had not 
been carried by one party. Members of 
diiferent political views, ancl members op­
posed to one another, hacl lent their assist­
ance to make it law-to bring it into operation. 
TherefOTc, he said, the House must take 
upon itself the responsibility of that measure. 
The Government had brought in a Bill, but 
it was thought that the suggestions of all 
sides shoulcl be received, as it was impossible 
that any Government could pass a Land Bill 
satisfactory to all parties in the House. The 
Government acceded, and the measure was 
passed with the assistance of all sides. If 
the Act had not worked ~>ell, because it had 
not been properly managed by the l\iiinister 
who had the working of it, then he ought to 
be blamed, and the Goverlll11ent through hin1. 
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But the Government ought to be informed 
how it had worked badly. He could say 
most sincerely and conscientiously, that if the 
Land Act had operated unjustly, no indi­
vidual and no class had been specially in­
jured by it. He had gone over the Bill-he 
had been obliged to do so-and he knew that 
no illegal act had been done under it. The 
only difficulty under it had been the difficulty 
of construing the meaning .of the Legislature. 
No better illustration of the working of the 
Land Act could be given than that it was the 
cause of complaint from all classes. It was 
not from the working classes alone that com­
plaints were received; there were as many 
complaints from the squatters as from those 
who sought to take up land by selection, and 
there were complaints from those who wished 
to purchase land by auction. It would be a 
Herculean task to satisfy every section of the 
community. He thought the Government 
could not have had a higher compliment paid 
to them than that bv the honorable member for 
Eastern Downs, who said he was going to 
support the amendment. He really did not 
know what the honorable member was driving 
at, unless that he made a mistake when he said 
he was going to support the amendment. 
There was not a word in his speech against 
the Government, or that reflected upon them. 
Although the honorable member got a great 
deal of credit for his speech, he had really 
shielded the Minister for Lands ; and seemed 
to wish to make the House believe that the 
defect was in the Act-if defect at all--. 

Mr. DouGLAS : No, no. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 'Well, that was 

the effect of the honorable member's argu­
ment. He thought that the whole tenor of 
that very speech amounted to applauding the 
Government for everything that they had 
done. One of the very grave char9,es in 
reference to the administration of the Urown 
Lands Alienation Act was the matter at 
Warwick. Let the House have the origin of 
that business, and it came to little. Yet a 
meeting had been held, and a man had told the 
people present that the Government had 
acted wrongly, because he had read in the 
Warwick newspaper that so~and-so had taken 
place. That was the statement made at the 
recent indignation meeting. He knew enough 
of the matter to be able to state that the popu­
lar version was not at all correct ; and, when 
the Secretary for Lands spoke on the subject, 
he would say it was not true. Another 
charge against the Government was, that they 
had not spent money on the road to Gympie. 
A very much larger expenditure had taken 
place than ought to have been incurred. 
Would the House like to be informed that 
£10,000 had been spent on a bog ; or, that 
that amount had been thrown away, by 
carrying out works at the wrong season; or, 
upon a line of road that was subsequently 
shewn to be not the best P Was it not to be 
considered that there were special difficulties 
in obt11ining labor on a gold field ?-or, that 

there were grave reasons for doubts and 
hesitation in deciding upon a line of road, 
owing to the shifting character of a mining 
population ? The Government had very good 
reasons for their action in the matter of the 
Gympie road. But how could the House 
know of those things without asking ques­
tions, or having a committee to investigate 
them? Honorable members on the Opposi­
tion wanted to go over to the Government 
side of the House ; and they knew that 
an investigation would turn out for the 
benefit of the Government. They knew 
that they were pursuing a most unpre­
cedented course, such as certainly had never 
been followed iu this colony. The example 
of Victoria had been referred to ; but he 
denied that there was any precedent there for 
such a line of conduct as the Opposition were 
pursuing here, considering the state in which 
Queensland was at present. The Opposi­
tion, knowing they could shew no wrongful 
act on the part of the Government, shrank 
from an investigation, for which the Govern­
ment were anxwus. They had managed to 
scrape a number of members together, and, 
by dint of perseverance, got a majority of 
one ; and they would listen to nothing but 
to vote out the present Government. But, if 
the Government, by a vote of a majority of 
this House, were declared not to have the 
confidence of the House, he was sure that 
the honorable members opposite had not the 
colli'ldence of the House or the country. If 
those honorable members had an opportunity 
of going over to the Treasury benches, it 
should be done when and where the Govern­
ment wished. It was not at their dictation 
the Government would act ; and he might 
tell them that he should not be frightened­
the Government were not afraid to go to the 
country. He was not going to allow the 
Opposition to be flattering themselves that 
they were to cross the House all at once. 
He hoped they would be clear of that 
mistake from this very minute. He might 
tell them that he was as fully alive to Parlia­
mentary practice as any of them, and that to 
all the little dodges he was as much awake. 
He woulcl tell them this, that whatever he 
did as a member of the Government should 
be done with due deliberation and caution, 
and for the benefit of the country, and not 
for his own personal interest. He had 
upheld what he believed it to be his duty to 
uphold ; and he really felt it to be due to his 
position to do what he could to show that the 
Government had not been guilty of the acts 
alleged against them. He would add one 
worcl in reference to what might be said of 
the action of the Government during the past 
two or three days. It seemed to be thought 
by many that the Government had pursued a 
peculiar line of conduct ; it was asserted that 
the Opposition had pursued a peculiar line of 
conduct. That which the Government had 
done had been forced upon them, and he was 
not aware that there were any- rules to guide 
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the Government on an occasion like the present. 
A Government, finding themselves in peculiar 
circumstances, must be guided by those cir­
cumstances ; and, as there were no definite 
rules for guidance laid down, he hoped and 
trusted that, ere long, the action of the 
Government for the last few days would be 
fully understood, and he hoped it would be 
beneficial to the best interests of this colony. 

After a pause, 
The Hon. A. MACALISTER rose and said : 

Mr. Speaker-As no other honorable mem­
ber on this side of the House seems inclined 
to rise, I think it becomes my duty as 
a member of this House to express a few, at 
any rate, of those opinions which I hold in 
regard to those matters that have been 
touched upon in the speech which the House 
has just heard; and, although in doing so, I 
may be somewhat tedious, yet the importance 
of the present occasion, not only to the Gov­
ernment, but to the country, must form my 
excuse ; because what I may say on those 
various subjects has to a great extent been 
forced upon my consideration during the last 
two or three days. I have certainly been 
somewhat astonished, in perusing the Speech 
from the Throne, that no paragraph therein 
appears giving the slightest explanation as to 
the causes which prevented the Parliament 
meeting in the month of June. I think there 
cannot be a doubt that it was distinctly under­
stood, if there was not an agreement, at the 
time that we prorogued, that Parliament 
should assemble in the month of June follow­
ing. It is plain, too, that this impression was 
very strong in the minds of the members of 
Government, because a proclamation calling 
Parliament together " for the despatch of 
business," at that date, was issued. I refer 
to this matter, because the Opposition side of 
the House has been accused of making general 
accusations of misconduct and neglect on the 
part of the Government, and of not bringing 
forward specific charges against their adminis­
tration. Now, sir, having issued a proclama­
tion calling Parliament together on the 23rd 
June, we find them issuing another proclama­
tion postponing the meeting of Parliament to 
the 4,th of August, and calling Parliament 
together for that day. When the last procla­
mation was issued, I recollect that a circular 
went with it to several members of Parlia­
ment, giving certain reasons for the postpone­
ment of the session. Now, the fact of their 
issuing that circular is certainly the very 
strongest argument to shew that the Govern­
ment had taken an unprecedented course-an 
unwarranted course-one that could not be 
defended except on some special and extraor­
dinary grounds-in postponing the assembling 
of Parliament after it had once been called 
together "for the despatch ofbusiness." What 
were the grounds for taking that course P The 
first ground was, if I recollect rightly, that the 
new Governor was expected. He is not 
arrived yet. The second ground was, that 
two important electorates would not be repre-

sented in this House, if Parliament met at the 
time named. And the third ground was, that 
this building which we are now in would 
be ready. I think I am correct in stating, 
that these were the grounds on which the 
Government acted. When I read that 
circular, it occurred to me that the question 
for consideration was this :-When the 
Cabinet has issued a proclamation calling 
Parliament together, it has no right to 
revoke it ;-and it seems to me a wanton 
act on the part of the Goverment to 
call members from distant parts of the colony, 
and then to tell them they are not wanted. 
If the Government possessed a reasonable 
amount of common sense, they could not have 
acted in such a manner, but would have 
recognised that the deliberations of Parlia­
ment were of the greatest, of primary, import­
ance to the country. They could have 
admitted, on the meeting of Parliament in 
June, that one or two of their supporters 
from the northern portion of the colony would 
not be present in Brisbane, and they might 
have claimed consideration for not being in 
full force ; they should have given reasons, 
which would have shewn that they accepted 
their position. as a responsible Government, 
and not the childish reasons which they had 
given. 1'heir reasons were of the most 
worthless character, and were an insult to the 
House. I refer to this subject, sir, because 
I think that the course which the Government 
took was injurious to the welfare and progress 
of this colony. I think, sir, that this charge 
has not yet been met. The Government have, 
no doubt, asked this side of the House to 
give reasons for the amendment ; we have 
been told that we have been generalising. 
I may go so far as to admit that, to sorr~e 
extent, this has been the case. But what 
is the position of parties in Parliament? 
We have been told that the Government 
should not be attacked in this way ;­
we have been told that we have no right 
to dispense with their services unless we 
have charges to bring before the House. 
Well, I say that we have such a right, and I 
defy the Government to disprove it. I main­
tain that we are proceeding according to con­
stitutional rule and practice, to pronounce 
judgment on the Government. We say we 
have no confidence in you-neither in your 
departmental acts, nor in your promises-and 
we mean to dispense with your services. I 
repeat that that is not only right, but the 
constitutional course of procedure ; and, more, 
that the course taken by the honorable mem­
ber for East Moreton, Mr. Francis, is the 
same which the honorable and learned Attor­
ney-General himself admitted is correct. 
With respect to the observations of that 
honorable and learned gentleman, which I 
endeavored to follow as well as I could-and 
he made a very long, and, to my mind, a very 
able speech ; at the same time, he confined 
himself as nearly as possible to two matters 
simply ;-I propose to say one or two words. 
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The first matter -was the conduct of the 
Government as regards the Gympie gold 
field. \Vhy, sir, it would be an insult to the 
Opposition side of the House to suppose that 
they would think of bringing forward a vote 
of want of confidence, and limiting their 
objection to the Government to that question. 
At the same time, I say that the road ought 
to have been made. But, as for making that 
the ground of our opposition, wo never thought 
of anything of the kind. The Government, 
even now, propose to come down and ask for 
a sum of money for that road. \Vhat does 
that mean? They must have arrived at a 
conclusion that the road is necessary. But 
my honorable and learned friend, the Attor­
ney-GPneral, maintained that the expense of 
works of that kind should be borne by the 
locality, and that the expenditure should only 
be what the locality 1ns entitled to; and, 
therefore, if he is sincere in that belief, he 
ought to vote against a grant for the road, 
and it ought not to appear on the estimates 
at all. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I must rise to 
correct the honorable gentleman; I am sure 
he will forgive me for interrupting his speech. 
\Vhat I said, or what I meant to say, if I did 
not say it, was-that the locality vms entitled 
to only so much unauthorised expenditure. 

The Hon. A. MACALISTER : I maintain, 
sir, that this is a road of vital im1Jortance, not 
only to Brisbane, but to the whole colony. 
The making of it is not a question of a local 
character; it is a question of access to the 
gold fields. It is an important social question, 
aflccting all IJarts of the colony. It is a 
question whether the gold fields are to be 
cut off from the rest of the colony except in 
ono direction. It is alw a question whether 
this colony is to profit by the trade which 
springs from the diggingr:, or whether the 
other colonies are to profit by it; by reason 
of there being no road to connect the diggings 
with the capital. I have not, IJerhaps, 
sufficient information to enable me to speak 
of the importance of the gold fields ; but it is 
a fact that when thousands of ounces of 
gold \Yere being sent from those diggings, a 
member of the Government was telegraph­
ing to the other colonies to prevent people 
from coming here. It is also a remarkable 
circumstance that the road to Gympio is 
little better nmY than it was at first. How­
ever, if once made, it IYill be one of the 
most important highways in the colony. 
The honorable and learned the Attorney­
General has stated that if a combined Oppo­
sition had existed last session, there might 
be some grounds for the com'se the Oppo­
sition arc taking now ; hut it was owing 
to the fact that there 1ms no combined Oppo­
sition last session-it was to the want of a 
combined Opposition, that the Government 
"-ere allowed throughout the whole of last 
session to do \Yhat they did. It was mdng 
to the fact of there being no combined Op­
rosition that the Govrmmcnt threw their 

land policy into the hands of one or two 
honorable members to do with it what they 
liked; and it is also 01ving to that fact that 
the Government have brought the people to 
believe that it is not safe to allow the reins 
of Government to remain any longer in the 
hands of those gentlemen who at present 
hold them. The lwnorablc the Attorney­
General referred to the Land Bill as one of 
those cases "-ith rl'gard to which the Govern­
ment were entitled to a large amount of credit, 
for the cour,;e they took last session. In 
speaking of the course they took, I must not 
eonfound it >~·ith the Land Act itself, or with 
the administration of it; and with regard to 
that, I must say that, whatever contracts may 
have been entered into, neither the pre'-ent 
Government nor any other Government dare 
to interfere with them. For myself, I may 
say that I have always been lccl to regard an 
Act of Parliament, ho1vever imperfect it may 
have been when passed, and all contracts en­
tered into under it, as sacred. But it is not so 
much to the Act or the details of it as to the 
working of the Act that I object; and when I 
come to refer to that question, I shall probably 
be able to put before the House a little more 
specifically the objections to which I have 
just referred. But at this stage I would 
again repeat, that the action which the Gov­
ernment took in respect to the Land Act was 
a kind of action that no responsible Gov­
ernment >ms justified in taking. What 
was the position the Government occupied. 
An examination of their estimates for the 
present year she>n an anticipated land 
revenue, independent of land orders, of 
£50,000. Now, is the honorable gentleman at 
the heacl of the Government p'cparccl to say, 
that when the Land Bill passed the House, 
he could have guaranteed that fifty shillings 
would be derived from it, or that he gave the 
matter the slightest consideration. It is to 
circumstances of that kind, to the combina­
tion of such circumstances, that we are in­
debted for the feeling that prevails almost 
universally throughout the colony; or, at any 
rate, in the to>~·ns and the populous districts 
of the colony, towards the Government. The 
honorablo and lr:unecl the Attorney-General 
referred also to the Provincial Councils Bill, 
and to the course which the Government took 
on that measure last session, as being another 
feather in their cap. Now, what was the 
course that was taken lw the Government in 
respect to that subjectP The course was 
this : They allowed a private member to in­
troduce it, to introduce a vitally important 
measure ; and they got up and denounced 
it, one Minister after another ; and said they 
would han nothing to do with provincial coun­
cils of any kind whatever. lt will be in the 
recollection of some honorable members that 
I addressed the House upon that Bill; and 
I told the honorable member "~ho introduced 
it, that, notwithstanding the course "-hich the 
Government had taken in respect io the Bill, 
ancl notwithstanding their opposition to pro-
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vincial councils, he .. ould find that, during 
this session, a Bill for the establishment of 
Provincial Councils "ould be introduced by 
the Government. And here it is promised in 
the Opening Speech. Now, does not such a 
fact as this shew that the Government still 
have no policy of their own; and it is owing 
to this fact that they come to lay their Bills 
on the table of the House, to be discussed 
or ventilated-or worried, as an honorable 
member suggested-or anything else; I say, 
that it is to that course of action on the part 
of the Government-a course of action that 
shows they have no policy whatever-a course 
that must, if persisted in, end in confusion­
that the present feeling against the Ministry 
throughout the country 'exists. If we are to 
have the same course of action pursued this 
session-and the only intimation we have had 
seems to tend that way-the sooner we arrive 
at a conclusion on this amendment the better 
it will be for the country. The honorable the 
.Attorney -General referred to the possibility 
of a dissolution of the House; and looking 
to the possibility of that fact, and to the late­
ness of the period of the year at which we 
have been called together, the sooner the 
country is appealed to, if it is to be ap1)ealcd 
to, the better. I can assure the honorahle 
gentleman at the head of the Go>ernment, in 
reference to the remark he has made, that I 
am not treating for office ; and I can assure 
him further, that if the Gowrnment will con­
firm their possession of office, they will he 
welcome to it for me. "\V o ha>e been told 
that no charges haYe been preferred by the 
Opposition against the Government, and we 
have been told that we have no policy. N m>, 
the honorable the Attomey-Gcneral, to whose 
S})Occh I am at present princi}Xtlly alluding, 
vms himself' obliged to admit that an Opposi­
tion should not disclose its policy. In point 
of fact, if an Opposition were to do anything 
of the kind, it would be the worst course they 
could take. In the first place, who could be 
called upon to carry out an Opposition policy, 
if it were of a positi>e nature P But the policy 
of an Opposition is of a negative nature ; and 
how is it possible to describe a policy of that 
nature P There was another charge to which 
the honorable member for South Bri.;;bane, I 
think, rpferrecl the night before last; that 
-n-as, with reference to the conduct of the 
Government in issuing a certain regulation 
limiting the amount of the deposits that 
would he received at the Sa>ings Bank. 'l'he 
honorable gentleman at the head of the 
Government, who, before ho went into office, 
preached economy and retrenchment night 
after night, certainly failed to show the 
country any proof that he possessed a desire 
for either after he went into oillce ; for during 
the last twelve months there ha>e been more 
appointments gazetted than appeared in the 
Government Uazette . during the previous 
three years. But, as If the honorablo gentle­
man really meant to give us a proof of his 
retrenching inclinations, ho proceeds to tam-

per with the regulations of the Savings Bank. 
At the time I refer to, the Savings Bank 
regulations permitted deposits to be made to 
any amount at the rate of flve per cent. I 
have no cloubt that the House will remember, 
also, >vhat was the financial position of 
England at the time, and which ended in the 
reduction of the rate of discount at the Bank 
of England to two per cent. Now, that 
reduction of the rate of discount was not 
dfected because of an excessive arrival in 
England of the more precious metals; nor 
did it arise from the fact that there was a 
superabundance of floating capital awaiting 
for investment beyond what was in existence 
in ordinarily prosperous commercial times ; 
but it arose from the fact that confidence in 
all pri>ate securities "as gone, and that par­
ties who had inYested their money in such 
securities sold out, to invest in Govern­
ment securities at oven one per cent. 
Now, the position of this colony at that 
time, and, to some extent, also, at "d10 
present time, was unfortunately very much 
the same. Confidence in all11rivate securities 
was entirely gone, and, at the time the 
honorahle gentleman adopted the course I 
complain of, the Government were borrowing 
money at eight and ten per cent., although at 
the time parties \Yere hurrying to deposit 
money in the Savings Banlc for five per cent. 
If the Government had received the money 
that vms offered them at that time, they would 
have been able with it to pay off some of the 
money they had borrowed, and so have re­
lieved t_ho colony from a >ory large amount 
of the mterost t.hey had now to pay. But, 
instead of doing that, the honorable gentle­
man at the head of the Government if! me cl a 
regulation to the effect that no sums over 
£500 would be received in deposit at the 
Savings Bank. Now, a more suicidal course 
of action than that it was scarcely 1mssiblo to 
conceive. I shall now refer to a few matters 
connected with the department of Lands ; and 
I wish to say at the outset that I have no 
de~ire to detract from any merit that may 
attach to the honorable gentleman who fills 
the oflice of Minister for l'ublic Lands. But, 
I think, there arc some circumstances to which 
I can refer that ,,-ill prove a maladministration 
of the Land Act, and a general unfitness on his 
part to discharge the important duties of that 
office. How did he proceed to work the Land 
Act P What tools did he use P "\Vhat "ere his 
appointments P And hero I may observe, 
Tlhat. is very well known to all the members 
of the Government, that e>cry man who 
finds himself unable to succeed in anything 
else, feels himself qualified to discharge 
the duties of any olilce the Government 
may please to confer upon him. It is 
to this feeling on the rart of the aPl1licants 
that it is fmwcl, in dealing wit!~ two cases out 
of every three, that the applicants arc alto­
gether unsuited to the office to which they 
aspire. It is owing to this fact that there is 
no portion of a Ministor"s dLlty more onerous, 
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or requiring the exercise of more careful clis­
crimination and consideration, or of a clear 
understanding and sound judgment, than when 
called upon to fill appomtments under the 
Crown. Now, what was the course the Gov­
ernment took in making appointments under 
the Land Act ?-and, in point of fact, I may 
put the same question to every one of them 
that has yet been made by the Government. 
I find in the list which I have of the appoint­
ments made for the clischarge of the higher 
duties under the Act, a number of decayed 
gentlemen, having no claims upon the colony, 
and who have never been in a public office 
before, who possess no qualification whatever 
to entitle them to be considered men of busi­
ness, or as men having any business habits ; 
but who, by virtue of their appointments, 
have become pensioners on the colony. I 
would ask if this course was one that was 
likely to give confidence to the country in the 
working of an Act which, at the time it was 
passed, was regarded as an experiment P Is 
this the way in which the lands of the colony 
are to be settled to the satisfaction and for the 
advantage of the public? Is it not more likely 
that the Civil Service of the colony will be now 
regarded as of a most degraded character, 
and fit only as a refuge for the destitute P Is 
is not more likely that the service will be 
regarded as a mere appendage to our benevo­
lent asylums, instead of being what it ought 
to be-an object of honorable and laudable 
ambition P At the time the Land Act was 
passed, we had a very large quantity of sur­
veyed land in the colony, and not only in the 
district of the Darling Downs and the clistrict 
of East Moreton, but also in other clistricts of 
the colony, that were suitable for agricultural 
purposes. But the Minister for Lands refused 
to allow those lands that had been surveyed 
to be selected for those purposes at the time of 
the Act coming into force. He, in point of fact, 
said to the applicants-" I am going to put those 
lands up for sale at auction, and you shall not 
have them." Accordingly, within ten clays, 
out came a proclamation of certain surveyed 
lands to be offered for sale by auction ; and 
in the district of West Moreton alone he put 
up 90,000 acres of agricultural land at fifteen 
shillings an acre ; and about the same time 
he put up a hundred town lots at the mode­
rate figure of £100 an acre. In point of fact, 
the honorable gentleman, no doubt, believed 
he had got hold of the philosopher's stone. 
However, when the sale by auction came 
round, out of the 90,000 acres he sold only 
two lots ; and of the town lots he sold none. 
Now, this was a rather singular result as a 
beginning for a popular measure. The 96th 
and the 97th clauses of the Lancl Act state 
distinctly how lands passed at auction are to 
be taken up. That is to say, any person 
going to a land agent, and paying him the 
amount at which the land had been put up, 
could have it at once. There is not a word 
about deferred payments, or about the lands 
being classified. I do not say that it would 

not have been better that it had been so ; but I 
am dealing with the Act as it is, and with the 
honorable gentleman's conduct in adminis­
tering it ; and I say that the course the 
honorable gentleman took afterwards, with 
respect to those lands that had been put up 
to auction, was both illegal and unwarrantable. 
What does he do P He issues another pro­
clamation for which he has no authority, and 
for which there was less necessity ; and in 
that proclamation he states that after a 
certain clay, the lands would be open for 
selection at fifteen shillings per acre. Now 
the public had a right to take up those lands 
at the upset price, the moment they passed 
the hammer. VV ell, what does he do next P 
He issues another proclamation, before the 
date fixed in his previous proclamation­
without waiting to see if any of the lands 
would be taken up at fifteen shillings an 
acre-stating that the lands were open for 
selection as first and second class pastoral 
lands, ·with deferred payments. Now, I ask 
the honorable gentleman to shew by what 
authority he set aside the 96th and the 97th 
clauses of the Act in the way he did? If 
my information is wrong, I can only say that 
I endeavored to get it from the best sources ; 
and I think that these are pretty specific 
charges. But I started with my observations 
by shewing that according to the Constitution 
Act, we have nothing to do >Yith charges at 
all. VV e have simply to do with the House, 
and the expression of a majority of honorable 
members here, of a want of confidence in the 
members of the Government. I am now 
going to refer to another matter connected 
with another appointment, and, in doing so, 
I shall encleavor to be as concise as possible. 
I have no doubt that many honorable members 
as well as myself must remember that the 
honorable gentleman who presides over the 
"\Vorks department was, during last session, 
very much engaged in throwing clown the 
gauntlet to me in regard to the department 
over which I at one time presided ; and he 
managed to put on the table, after he went 
into office, some reports by the engineer of 
the Southern and W ostern Railway. It is 
not for me to say that, over and over again, 
that aentleman has stated what is untrue. 
VVhether in consequence of those reports, 
or from political motives-I must not confuse 
them, though I know all about it-a member 
of this House moved for the appointment of 
a railway committee. What was said before 
that committee I have not taken the trouble 
to inquire into. I do not know if it was 
through any suggestion of the committee, or 
whether it was the action of the honorable 
gentleman himself-but, at any rate, he had 
no authority for it-that he determined to 
introduce an engineer into the colony to 
examine the southern line of railway. There 
could be no objection to that-none >vhatever. 
But, before I point out the course the horror­
able gentleman took, I must explain another 
fact. It will be in the recollection of honor-
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able members who took an interest in our 
railway question at the time, that about two 
years ago, the present Minister for Works in 
New South Wales, Mr. James Byrne, whom 
no one who knew him would take for an 
engineer, in answer to a taunt in the Assembly 
of New South Wales, to the effect that the 
Queensland railways would not only take the 
whole of tho southern and western traffic of 
Queensland, but would secure a good deal of 
the northern and western traffic of New 
South Wales-in reply to a taunt of that 
kind, Mr. Byrne stated openly, and in the 
most distinct manner, that our railways 
were constructed on a wrong principle. Of 
course, as Mr. Byrne was no engineer, his 
information must have been derived from the 
railway engineer of New South Wales, who, 
it was very well known, was not on a very 
good footing with our raih,·ay engineer at that 
time. Under those circumstances, of all 
places in the world that we should have gone 
to for a disinterested report respecting our 
railways, certainly the colony of New South 
Wales was the last. Yet into that colony 
the honorable the Minister for Works throws 
himself, and rushes into the arms of the 
Minister for Works in New South Wales 
and his colleagues, who were too glad of the 
?Pportunity of sending an engineer here, fully 
mstructed as to what he vms to say and what 
h~ was expected to do. I know nothing 
of the gentleman except from report; but I 
have heard that while he was here he 
managed to collect a good deal of information 
that is now, it is said, being acted upon in 
his own department in Sydney. Now, I 
regret that such a course as that should have 
been taken. We had here Mr. Higinbotham, 
the chief engineer of the Victorian railways, 
who was examined before a committee, and 
who proved that he actually walked over the 
whole line. He gave evidence respecting 
the railway; and his evidence was confirmed 
by the evidence of Mr. Doyne, whom the 
honorable gentleman admitted, and correctly 
so, to be the ablest engineer in these colonies ; 
and both of those ventlemen spoke in the 
highest terms of the Queensland railways. In 
fact everything contradicted the statement of 
the engineer from New South Wales, Mr. 
Mason. Here are those railways which have 
been for three years in operation, and during 
all that time there has not been so much as 
a single accident upon them; and, notwith­
standing the badness of the times, and the 
dullness of the present season, those lines are 
fast proving their claims to the confidence of 
the colony. For a Minister of the Crown to go 
out of his way, and for a political purpose, to 
rush into the arms of an antagonistic depart­
ment, is in my mind degrading and dishonoring 
the colony. I have already referred to the con­
duct of the Government with regard to the 
making of a road to Gympie ; and I think 
sufficiently showed the question was not one 
of locality at all. It is not a question as to 
whether the people of Gym pie have been can-

D 

vassed, or whether the people of Brisbane 
have been canvassed, or whether the people 
interested in the road are anxious on the 
subject; but it is a question as to whether the 
making of the road would not be conducive 
to the interests of the whole colony; and I 
do not think that anyone who considers the 
importance of those gold fields can doubt 
for one moment as to the propriety and neces­

of making a good and substantial means 
communication to them at once. I have 

said nothing, I think, in the course of my 
address at which the Government can take 
any great amount of offence, and I have care­
fully refrained from doing w ; but I must say 
that I have arrived nt the conclusion, that 

the whole of their procoedings-
rel?arding the way in which they rushed into 
office originally-

The CoLONIAL TREASURER : You resigned. 
The Hon. A. lYIACALISTER : V¥ ell, if you 

would do as I did, when I was not defeated, 
you would resign when you are defeated ; and 
a Jlvfinistry who would not do so when their 
principles were thrown out, would not be 
worthy of the confidence of the House. I have 
always she;n1, and I trust I always will shew, 
that unless my principles are adopted by the 
House, should I again have the honor of 
being in the Government, I am perfectly pre­
pared to adopt the course of action I have 
now suggested. I feel that our resigning 
has been much to the detriment of the 
colony, and especially of the southern and 
·western portions of the colony ; and from 
the treatment those districts have received, 
and from the exclusive character of the Gov­
ernment, it is impossible for the Ministry to 
have the support of the country. Therefore, 
I shall support the amendment of the honor­
able member for East .Th!foreton. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said that, in 
rising to address the House on the question 
before it, he had, in the first place, to express 
the extreme satisfaction he felt that, at last, 
so prominent a member of the Opposition as 
the honorable gentleman who had just sat 
down had been induced to come forward and 
relieve the Government from the silent oppo­
sition they had, until he rose, had to sustain. 
One would expect, when so prominent a 
member of the Opposition, and of the House, 
came forward, the Government would have 
heard something that would astonish them, 
and that he would have said something that 
he would have sustained by argument, and 
that he could have adduced facts to support. 
But, in the whole course of the speech of the 
honorable member, he had not heard a single 
statement that could be supported by evidence 
-not one. He would now endeavor to 
follow the honorable member through his 
speech, and he thought he would be able to 
convince all impartial persons who were in 
the House-those who were not members as 
well as those who were members-that there 
was not one thing which the Government had 
done that they had any occasion to blush for, 
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or any occasion to regret. The first thing 
which honorable members opposite found 
great fault with the Ministry for >Yas, that 
they did not assemble the House in June. It 
was said that a direct pledge was given by 
some one that the House 1vouldmect in June. 
Now, he would assert that there was no such 
pledge given in the House, although out of 
the House there might have been. A question 
1ms Jmt on the subject in the House by the 
honorable member for \Varwick; and the 
re])ly given by his honorable colleague, the 
Colonial Treasurer, was, that he 1vould, if 
possible, call the House together in June. 
\V ell, the lwnorablc the Premier felt that 
there was a sort of implied pledge in the 
reply he gave, and, acting on that understand­
ing, he recommended His Excellency to call 
the House together in June; but, sub­
sequently, there arose very excellent reasons 
why the Houses should not be called together 
in .Tune that did not exist when the question 
was put and answered, and which, in the 
circular sent ronnel to members, the Premier 
very clearly explained. Had he occupied the 
position of Premier, perhaps he ~~~ould haYe 
explained more. Now, ho wondered whether 
the honorable member, in twitting the Gov­
ernment on that point, ever thought that, in 
interfering with the calling of Parliament 
together, he was trenching on the Royal pre­
rogative. (Cries of "Oh, oh.") Well, he 
maintained that, in the exercise of the Hoyal 
prerogative, as the Representative of Her 
Majesty, His Excellency could adjourn the 
House, and call it together when he liked. 
His Excellency, in the exercise of the Royal 
prerogative, could adjourn Parlianwnt to­
morrow if he liked. Ho could do it now­
this moment. The honorable member should 
have remembered that, in referring to the 
matter, and bringing it as a charge against 
the Government, he was trenching on the 
Royal prerogative. Every one of the reasons 
the honorable the Premier gave in the circular 
he sent to honorable members was quite 
true. It was quite true that the new Gover­
nor, Jl,Iajor Blackall, was expected to arrive 
before this time; and he might hanl arrived 
before this if his leave had not been extended 
in England. What 1vas said about the 
vacftncies in the representation of certain con­
stitucneics 1vas also quite true. Two districts 
of great importance would have been un­
roprcsentecl, if the Parliament had met 
at an earlier period of the year ; and 
honorable members were themselves aware 
that such would have been the case, and 
that the statement, therefore, was correct. 
Another reason given in the circular for not 
calling the Parliament together was, ~hat it 
was hoped the new Houses of Parhament 
would be ready for members to meet in by 
the time to which the prorogation was further 
extended. But the Houses were not finished 
yet; however, they were now in them. 
Another charge advanced by the honorable 
member for Ipswich, Mr. Macalister, was, 

that by the second prorogation members who 
liYecl at a distance were subjected to con­
siderable inconvenience. But he could un­
hesitatingly assert that in no single instance 
did any inconvenience take place whatever 
from that further prorogation. 

An Honorable niE~fTIER : There might 
have been. 

The CoLONIAL SECllETARY: Yes. There 
might have been, but there wasn't. Another 
very s1veeping charge made by the same 
honorable member was, that the appoint­
me~lts made by the Goyernment, during 
then· tenure of office, were more in number 
than had a11peared in the Gazette f.or three 
years previously. \V ell, he was not pre­
rarcd to say whether that was correct or 
not. No doubt, a great many did appear 
in the course of the previous three years ; 
but, in making such a charge against the 
Government, the honorable member might 
have been candid enough to say that such 
appointments were absolutely necessary, and 
had to be made, under the new Land Act. 
He might also have been candid enough to 
admit that the growing interests of the gold 
fields rendered additional appointments neces­
sary. In fact, if the a)Tpointments the 
Government were blamed for making had not 
been made, the Government would have been 
blamed for not making them. It was just 
the olcl story of the soldier that was being 
whi11red. Whip high or whip low, the 
drummer could not please him. As far as he 
was aware, not one bad appointment had 
been made ; and if any of the appointments 
hacl turned out bad, it was in the cases of 
promotion of gentlemen who had been in the 
service, ancl who had not turned out so well 
as it was expected they ~~~ould-appointments 
that were made in the first place by the 
honorable member who was now so scYerc on 
the Government. The honorablc the Premier 
was also twitted by the honorable member 
for Ipswich, because the land revenue had not 
come up to what was expected. It was ad­
mitted in the Speech of His Excellency that 
the land revenue had not come up to what 
was expected. But why had it not done soP 
Principally because of the number of land 
orders, transferable ancl non-transferable, ancl 
cotton bonus orders that were paid in instead 
of money. Those orders came in, ancl came 
in, till he was quite sick of seeing them. 

The Hon. A. MacA.LISTER : \Vhy dicl you 
not provide for them in the Bill. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY: The honorable 
gentleman who had been in office for so many 
years himself should have provided a 1my 
of dealing with them, so as not to injure the 
land revenue, at the time they were issued; 
but he did not do so. He thought nothing 
about them, except to give them a1vay as sops 
to his friends and his servants. In referring 
to the small amount of revenue that hacl been 
receiyed from the land, . it should also 
be borne in mincl that the Act hacl as yet 
been but a very short time in operation. It 
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had only been in force actually for about three 
months, and already a very fair amount of 
revenue was coming in from the land. Another 
very serious charge, which was levelled ag~inst 
the GoYernment as a whole, was, that a private 
member of the House was allowed last session 
to introclttce a Provincial Councils Bill. The 
honorable member maintained that the Gov­
ernment should have introduced such a Bill. 
Now, every honorable member was well 
aware, that when the honorable member for 
Rockhamuton introduced his Provincial Coun­
cils Bill, he did not do so with the vie"- of 
having it passed, but simply in order to get 
the opinion of the House upon it. 'rhat 
opinion he got-at any rate, from one side of 
the House-but he got very little, in the way 
of opinion, from the other. "\Vhen the horror­
able member first spoke of introducing the 
Bill for that purpose, he warned him that 
from one side of the House he 11ould not get 
much opinion, and he did not. But the hon­
orable member for Ipswich had further said 
that the Government opposed the measure ; 
and that he told the honorable mover of it 
that, notwithstanding their opposition to it, 
the Government would bring in a Provincial 
Councils Bill this session. "\V ell, if every one 
had as good ground to go Ul)On, his prophecies 
would generally be fulfilled; for it was dis­
tinctly stated by the honorable the Premier 
that the Government would bring in a 
Provincial Councils Bill this session; ancl if 
he recollected rightly, he stated something of 
the kind himself, and at the same time 
shadowed forth provisions of a measure of 
the sort which he coulcl agree with. The 
honorable member for Ipswich had told the 
House that he was very jealous of his policy, 
and that he would not disclose it. Well, he 
could tell the honorable member that the 
Government did not want to know it. At 
the same time, he could tell the honorable 
member "·hat his policy would be. Generally, 
it would be to outdo everything that had been 
clone in the way of liberal legislation respect­
ing the lands of the colony. He would be 
found putting up land at five shillings an 
acre, and selling it by auction. For his 
own part, he would like to see it at half­
a-crown an acre ; and if such should be 
the policy of the honorable member, he might 
rest assured on having his support, as well as 
the support of a good many honorable mem­
bers at present on the Government side of the 
House. In the course of the debate, there 
had been frequent repetitions of the charge 
made by the honorable and gallant member 
for Ipswich about the regulation limiting the 
amount of deposits that would be received at 
the Savings Bank. He replied shortly to the 
charge of the honorable and gallant member 
at the time it was made. He said then, and 
he would say now, that the Savings Banks 
were never intended for receiving large 
deposits from capitalists. 'rhe whole object 
of the Savings Bank was to receive the small 
~avings of the people; and he maintained 

that a greater mistake could not possibly have 
been made by any Government than. to have 
allowed capitalists, through the pubhc b.anks, 
or otherwise, to have made large deposits at 
the SavinO'S Bank, with the full power of 
withdrawi~g those large deposits whenever 
they chose. The banks an~ the capitalists 
might, between them, have, m that way, suc­
ceeded in getting the Governmen~ completely 
under their thumbs ; as well as m, perhaps, 
destroying, ultimately, the Savings Ba~k for 
the purposes for which it was established. 
To make a comparison between the resources 
of this small colony and the resources of 
England, as the honorable member for ~pswich 
did, was altogether out of the questwn. It 
was the comparing of small things to gre~t 
with a vengeance. It would, no doubt, smt 
some honorable members very well to see the 
colony placed under the thumbs of the banks, 
and of capitalists, as it might enable them t.o 
put forward their favorite schemes. Ancl If 
those gentlemen were in power when such an 
event occurred, they would again bring for­
ward a measure like the one they brought 
forward before, and that had clone more harm 
to the colony than it would be able to recover 
from for a great many years to come-a 
measure for the issue of green back~ ~nd 
inconvertible notes. As Roon as the capitahsts 
put the screw· on, they would have a measure 
brought forward like the ~:me that. was. pro­
posed on a previous occaswn by Jus fnend, 
the honorable member for West liioreton, 
when he held the office of Treasurer. 
He was reminded by an honorable :r;nembcr 
that the Savings Bank Act had been m force 
for four years· but it must be recollected that, 
clurinO' that ti~1e there was very little capital 

b , l' l in the colony, and the banks hacl very Itt e 
money to spare. A great reaction had tak~n 
place since then, and now the banks chd 
not know what to do with their money, ancl 
w·oulcl be glad to clepo.sit · in a Government 
Savings Bank and recmve the five per cent. 
interest. A wiser precaution was never taken 
than to limit the deposits. He shouldlea>e 
his honorable friend, the lifinister for Lands, 
to reply for himself in reference to the admin­
istration of his own department. He was 
quite satisfied that he would be able to do so, 
and that everything had been clone by him 
that could be done in the working of the 
Land Act, strictly in accordance with t~e 
provisions of that Act, so far as he and his 
colleagues could read it, which they had 
great difficulty in doing, and no wonder, after 
the many amendments which had been made 
in it. Then he came to his own department, 
in connection with which the honorable mem­
ber hacl made some very severe strictures. 
The honorable member for I11swich had 
charged him with having been ahmys in 
opposition to him in r<'gard to the railway 
works, and had stated that he had had great 
trouble in obtaining the report of the engineer. 
Now, the report referred to was that of the 
engineer-in-chief, a gentlem!ln appointed by 
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the honorable member himself, which came 
to him in its regular course. It wa•; not a 
special report sent to him. He had under­
stood the honorable member to state further 
that the engineer had been fully instructed 
how to bring up that report. If the honor­
able member meant that for him, he must 
flatly contradict the assertion. Ho harl never 
given an:Y instruction, either to that gentle­
man or to any civil servant in his department, 
as to how he should make up a report ; all 
he had ever asked for was the truth. With 
respect to the next charge, that he had acted 
in some degmclccl way, he believed that was 
the term, in bringing up some engineer from 
:Sydney, who was supposed to be inimical to 
the Queensland railways, that was easily 
explain~d. Without ~cferring to la,st year's 
proceedmgs, and speakmg from memory only, 
he believed that at one of the sittings of 
the . railway committee, in pursucmce of a 
motwn rnade by the honorable member for 
Fortitude V alley, and seconded bv the horror­
able member for South Brisba'ne, he had 
written to the Colonial Secretary of New 
South Wales, and aoked him if he could 
allow his engineer-in-chief to report upon 
the Queensland lines, or, if he coulcl not do 
that, if he could recommend him some engineer 
of standing and ability. The reply was, that 
the engineer-in-chief could not be spared, 
but it recommended another engineer, a 1\Ir. 
Bm·ton, he believed, who hacl left the service 
for some time, ancl was then lmemployed. 
He (the Colonial Secretary) wrote to that 
gentleman, and received a letter from him, 
stating that he 1ms in delicate health, and 
could not devote the time required for the 
work. Some time afterwards, another COlU· 

munication, unsolicited, he believed, came 
from N cw South \V ales, to the effect that a 
JYir. Mason would come for a short time; and 
before he was aware of his coming, that gen­
tleman arrived in the colony, and he then 
proceeded to make his report. He pledged 
himself to the truth of that statement, and 
]18 asked whether that shewecl that he was 
an interested party. Yet the honorable mem­
ber for Ipswich had imputed motives to him, 
or had, at least, imputed that his action had 
been the result of political feeling. 

The Hon. A. MACALISTER said the imputa­
tion had not been directed against the honor­
able member personally. 

The Cor,oNIAL SECRETARY: Well, the report 
·was sent in, and he believed it was correct in 
its main features. He had opposed it because 
he did not see the use of it; and to show how 
little he could have been influenced by it, it 
was not s<.:nt up until some time after l\[r. 
Mason had left the colony. He hac1 a few 
copies of it printed, which he did not even 
show to any of his friends. One of them he 
sent to the engineer-in-chief of the Southern 
an cl Western Railways, and asked him to 
report upon it; and that report had been laid 
on the table of the House. He thought he 
had saicl enough to shew that he had acted 

fairly ancl conscientiously. He mu~t observe 
that an irregularity had occurred m com;.ec­
tion with that report, and that it had got mto 
circulation, through the mistake of a civil 
servant, for which there vms no excuse, though 
it appeared that he had acted inadvertently, 
who had allowed the editor of a paper to see 
it· but in J·ustification of that person, he 

' 1 0 must say that he had clone so because, ilavmg 
seen something in the Darling Downs Gaz_ette 
about this report, he had been led to behevc 
it was public property. The officer was sus­
pend<·d, but had since been reinstated. There 
\Yas, ho>'~ever, he repeated, no excuse fo_r any 
0ivil servant who allowed any informatwn to 
become public without the consent. of the 
head of his dcpartmert. He was qmte sure 
honorablo members could always obtain such 
information as they required from Ministers 
of the Crown. For his part, he never 1:efus~d 
it. 'l'he houorablo member for Ipswwh, m 
speaking upon this subject, had b~ovght in 
the name of Mr. Higinbotham as bemg favor­
ablc to the Queensland railways ; hut the 
House must not run away with that idea, 
because that gentleman hacl expre,,sly stated 
that he would give no opinion except upon 
points on which he was directly asked to pro­
nounce it-no opinion of a general character 
in reference to these railways. He must take 
exception to certain remarks which hacllately 
been macle about him, if not in the House, 
outside of it-that he had appc!llecl aclmi~eri­
conlictm. He was not much m the hab1t of 
appealing to anyone, and certaip.ly "1\:r~s ~;-ot 
one who was likely to ask for any mm~ s ~ny. 
All he had appealed for was fm fan· p,ay ; 
and he put it to honorable mem]Jers whether 
it would not have been more fa1r ancl manly 
to consent to an adjournment, and have the 
question fairly out,. than to sit the !'·hole 
night through, offermg- every obstructwn t_o 
the progress of the debate. He thought 1t 
very st~ange that the Opposition should have 
adopted such tactics. :For his part, he r~ther 
liked a little row in the House ; he w1shecl 
the attack to be made so that he might 
have something to reply to. The1~, as to 
the " count out" of the previous mght, he 
considered that, when the Opposition adopted 
such an extrernc course, it was perfectly 
justifiable for the Government to make use of 
'every form which the rules of. the House 
permitted, in order to compel the1r opponents 
to state clearly and definitely what ~vere 
the backsliclings of which they complamed. 
He believed that if honorahlc memben: would 
only mention a few more of the shortco~1ings 
of the Government, they would be sahsfi~cl 
upon e"Very point. Something had been sa1d 
about the want of policy on the part of the 
Government; but he thought no one_ eould 
read the somewhat lengthy Speech wh1ch hacl 
been delivered from the Throne, and make 
that charge against the Government. They 
had prepared a number of measures, and 
several of them were already in print; and 
if the House were willing to discuss them, 
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the Government »ere ready to lay them on 
the table. Others were in a forward state. 
The policy declared in those measures the 
Government had long since made up their 
minds to abide by. The land auestion dis­
cussed last session -was an extreJi1c one, and 
he, for one, never wished to see it come on 
again in that House. He bolcliy affirm eel that 
if the Ministry had taken up a position, ancl 
stood by it upon any Land Bill, the House 
might have gone on debating it for the next 
ten years without coming to any satisfactory 
result; and, without affirming that th epresent 
Act was perfection, he still maintained that 
it was a step in the right direction. He 
~ad a -:--ord to say about the policy of the 
m-commg Government, for so, he supposed, 
he must call them. He had heard of a bit 
of that policy, and that was very distinctive. 
He would prophesy at any rate, and say that 
it vmuld be to give everytlung to the south 
and nothing to the north. That was a pie('e 
of the new policy -which had, perhaps, been 
unguardedly confided to a friend of his, and 
that was the policy shado-wed forth by the 
honomble member for North Brisb:me, Dr. 
O'Dohm·ty; but it was, after all, only a p:ua­
phraso of the policy of the great Daniel 
O'Oonnell-it was, in faet, an appeal to 
physical force, and that was to be the policy 
of the in-coming Gm-ernmcnt. During the 
last sesdion, everything was for the north. 
N orth_ern members could have got anything 
they liked to ask for-a Provincial Councils 
Bill, or anything they wanted. Another 
charge made againPt the Government ,.·as, 
that they refused to spend money without the 
authority of Parliament. The Ol)positc was 
the very course pursued by the honomble 
member for Ipswich, Mr. JUacalister; ancl it 
was the large unauthorised expenditure he 
incurred which led to his being obliged to qclit 
the saddle and give up the reins of oflice. 
The present Govcmment had not that faxtlt 
to atone for, for he was not aware that thcv had 
expcuclccl one shilling -without the sanction of 
Parliament. However, he would confine hinl­
sclf to hio own department. VYith regard to 
the much-talked-of road to Gympic, he main­
tained that the action of the Go>ernment, 
and the department of which he was the h0ad, 
was quite in accordance y,·ith the exigencies 
of the case. A good deal of expenditure had 
been incurred on the gold fields of the colony, 
except on the northern gold fields, where no 
money had been spent. Diggers, as a bocly 
required wry little ; all they asked for was t~ 
be left alone ; and the storm which had been 
raised about this road had not originated 11·ith 
them, but with a fe~>- Brifbane peo!Jle, who, .. e 
pockets were intere;, ted in it. He clid not 
!)lame them for looking after their o,_.-n 
mtorcsts ; but he thought any Secretary :for 
Public "iYorks who ga>~ way to them would 
be unworthv of his office. It -was his duty to 
sec that tl{c expenditure was kept, as much 
as possible, within bounds ; and it was not 
the duty of the Government to open up eve:ry 

fresh rush to the gold fields, although, _when 
any gnlcl field was thoroughly estabhshed, 
such as Gympie, for in~tance, they ought to 
take such steps as ·were necessary to connect 
it with the coast, and by more routes than 
one, so as to prevent the po:osibility of any 
scarcity of supplies to the diggers. Had not 
that been clone? Ancl where, then, was the 
necessity for hurrying on the road to Bris­
bane, which, of cou~·se, might have been ~one 
by a large expenchture? ~t could noc be 
denied that, ever since Gympie had been pro­
claimrd a gold field, the diggers had b?en 
supplied abundantly ".·ith all ~~e neces~an~s, 
ancl most of the luxuries, of hfc ; and If tne 
road had been pushed on at a more rapid 
rate, by the employment of a greater number 
of men, no corresponding advantage would 
ha>e been deri>ecl. It -would have been very 
easy to do what -was done last year, when 
son'ie £17,000 was spent on relief camps; ancl 
he would put it to honorable members whether 
any work, · representin!;i even a tl~ousan;l 
pounds, was done for It; whether, m fac", 
anything was done, cx~ept to mak~ a large 
number of men more discontented t11an they 
were before. The road about which such an 
outcry had been made haclnot been neglected ; 
it would Yery soon be open for any traffic ; 
and instead of being, as the honorabl~ member 
for Ipswich, J'l'l:r. Macalister, called 1t, a mere 
marked-tree line, it would be found to be a 
Tery aood bush road, much better than the 
genei~lity of roads in the colony. Some 
in,·inuations had been made that the southern 
ancl western districts had not received their 
share of expenditure ; but he thought that no 
districts rec<Civecl a larger share than tlw;;e 
very districts. It was well lmov.n that, 
during the ]Jrevious session, almost every 
honorable member who asked for money was 
refused, and he should like to know what the 
Hou'e would think of the Government if they 
granted those requests in the recP,s. A. great 
deal had been said out of doors-for 1t was 
necesoary to go bm'k to indignation meetings, 
as nothing was said in the House-to the 
e:lfect that he had shewn no interest in the 
gold fields. He must give those statements 
an unqualified contradiction. Ho had been 
connected -with gold fields for a long time, and 
had ahYays been interested in their progress, 
He looked upon the diggers as an honest, 
manly, and incleftttigable set of men; h_e had 
frequently had occasion to praiw th~m h1gl_lly, 
:mcl a few l'Oinlies would not alter h1s opmwn. 
He ~>oulcl even refute this charge upon a 
lower ground altogether, ancl s:J;Y: that his 
interest •Nas direetly connected w1th the gold 
fields, and that ho had perhaps a greater 
intere,,t in this particular Gympic gold fielcl 
than any other member in the House; and 
it was, therefore, g1·ossly unfair to charge 
him with hostility towards the diggers, or a 
\Yant of intcrc'gt in theil' Jmrsuits. He did 
not hesitate to sa.y tlmt the prosperity of the 
whole colony clepcnclecl in a great measure 
upon the permanency of those diggings. 
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That charge against him was, therefore, 
absurd on the face of it, and scarcely required 
contradiction. He was not aware that he 
had anything further to say, but if any 
honorable member on the Opposition benches 
would mention any point in which he re­
quired information, he should be very happy 
to afford the fullest explanation in his power. 

Dr. CHALLINOR said that the honorable 
member who had just sat clown had justified 
the further prorogation of the House from 
June last, on the ground that it had been 
followed by no inconvenience to members. 
He might as well have said that if he threw 
a stone into a crowd, and no injury resulted, 
the act was justifiable. It certainly appeared 
to him that the Government had been guilty 
of a breach of constitutional practice, if not 
of constitutional law, by the revocation of 
the proclamation to meet for the despatch of 
business issued to the representatives of the 
people, as it would appear, for their own per­
sonal advantage. The honorable and learned 
Attorney-General had wished to make it 
appear that the House was interfering with 
the prerogative of the Crown, and had stated 
that the Governor could dismiss the Parlia­
ment at any moment. Well, that ·was never 
denied; but it was equally well known that 
it was the duty of the Governor in a colony 
having responsible Government to be guided 
by his advisers ; and those gentlemen had no 
right to advise His Excellency to revoke that 
proclamation, the revocation of which might 
have been very injurious to the colony as a 
whole. Besides, what were the reasons 
assigned for that revocation? why, first, that 
two important constituencies would be left 
unrepresented; secondly, that the new Gov­
ernor had not arrived, but that he might 
arrive in time to open the Parliament; and 
thirdly, that the new Houses of Parliament 
were not completed. Well, surely, two out of 
those three reasons, if not all of them, ought 
to ha-ve struck the Government before the 
last proclamation was issued. He found by the 
Gove,.·nmrnt Gazettethatthewrit for the Leich­
harclt election was issued on the llth May ; 
he was not quite sure of the elate of the writ 
for Clermont, but he believed it was previous 
to that, and the proclamation calling Parlia­
ment together for the despatch of business, 
on the 22nd June, was elated the 13th May 
-two clays lat.er. Surely they could not 
have been so 1gnorant of what was trans­
piring at the Government Printing Office as 
not to know that those two electorates were 
vacant at that time. But, he presumed, the 
Government had subsequently received some 
intimation from their supporters that it was 
unwise to have called Parliament together at 
that time. Hence the revocation. Or it might 
have been a preconcerted scheme; because it 
was well known for weeks before that the 
member for Clermont, and also one of the 
members for the Leichhardt, intended to re­
sign, and the Government ought to have urged 
them to resign in time to have allowed those 

two electorates to return new representatives · 
before June. But they seemed to have pur­
sued a totally different course, and advised 
those gentlemen to withhold their resignations 
to the last moment so as to enable them to pro· 
rogue Parliament to a later period. That was 
a reason which had, at any rate, suggest~cl 
itself to his mind. Then, again, the Colomal 
Secretary had stated that the Governme.nt 
had acted very wisely in limiting the deposits 
in the Savings Banks to £500; but he thought 
that had been well answered by the honorable 
member for South Brisbane, who had pointed 
out that the same result could have been ar­
rived at, as far as the banks were concerned, 
by issuing a departmental notice not to allow 
the banks to deposit any money. Honorablo 
members had been told, again, that the 
banks had a largo quantity of capital lying 
idle, and, at the same time, that it was the 
want of capital-foreign capital introduced 
into the colony-which pre-vented its resources 
from being de-veloped, which was certainly 
a contradiction. Again, they had been told 
that the colony had suffered such a serious 
injury from the attempt to introduce the legal 
tender note system, by the honorable member 
for West Moreton, JY1r. Bell, that it was not 
likely to recover from it for the next ten 
years; while the Government had before 
them, as a proof of the prosperity of the colony, 
the fact that, by last quotations, the Queens­
land securities were higher than ever, having 
reached 109 to 110 premium. Those were 
glaring inconsistencies. The honorable Colo­
nial Secretary had also told the House that 
the Government had not only mentioned in 
the Speech from the throne that they were 
prepared to bring in a number of Bills-and 
honorable members might judge of their 
character from their titles-but that some of 
those Bills were actually in print. Well, 
did that commit them to anything at al~? 
·why, it was known that they had a Bill 
printecl when they assumed the reins of 
Government-a Land Bill. But what did 
they do with it? They allowed two members 
from the north, the honorable member for 
Rockhampton and the honorable member for 
Kennedy, to take the inside out of it and to 
put a fresh Bill into the old binding, and why 
should they not do the same thing now ? 
The honorable and learned Attorney-General 
stated the other night, when the honorable 
member for Toowoomba quoted a precedent 
from the Parliament of Victoria in support of 
the course adopted by t?-e Opposition. that 
evening, that he should b.rmg .forward~ higher 
authority than the VIctormn Legislature. 
Well, he (Dr. Challinor) would do it ~or him ; 
he would gi-ve him a precedent whiCh even 
the fastidiousness of the Attorney-General 
could not take exception to-he would give 
him a precedent from the British House of 
Commons. He would quote Sir Robert Peel 
in Opposition ; and the occasion he referred to 
was when he made use of those memorable 
words, addressed to the Government, "You 
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cannot expect me to prescribe for the patient 
till I am regularly called in." There was 
a precedent for him, and let him find fault 
with it if he could. The honorable mem­
ber for Rockhampton, and the honorable 
member for Western Downs, Mr. Ramsay, 
wished to award a meed of praise to the 
honorable Colonial Secretary for not having 
expended money upon the celebrated road 
from Brisbane to Gympic. The honorable 
member for Rockhampton had tried to be 
very humorous on the subject; but he thought 
it would not be a very difficult matter to take 
some of the gilt off the gingerbread with 
which he had tempted the House to praise 
that honorable gentleman. From his own 
statements that evening, he was more than 
ever confirmed in the opinion that, at the 
close of last session, the Colonial Secretary 
had statecl that it would be quite unne­
cessary for honorable members to pass a 
vote or· resolution for making that road ; as, 
if the Gym pie gold fields tur~ed out as well as 
they promised to do, the Government would 
be willing to take upon themselves the re­
sponsibility of making an available road from 
those diggings to the capital, if such a road 
could be found. Yet, now, the GovPrn­
mcnt came forward and affirmed that they 
could not construct that road, because the 
money had not been authorised by Parlia­
ment. He had nothing to say a'< to whether 
a good road had been found, or whether such 
a road wa~ necessary; he simply stated the 
above fact, and left honorable members to 
draw their ovm conclusions. It was perfectly 
amusing, the other night, to hear the honor­
ablo Attorney-General attempting to convince 
tho House that it would be positively unjust 
to the colony to make a road to Gym])ie out 
of the general funds of the colony for the 
acl:anta;;o of the diggers and a few persons in 
Brisbane, and not for the benefit of the com­
munity r"t large. He (Dr. Challinor) recol­
lected that, during the last ,es 'ion, at a 
certain stage of the Land Bill, the honorable 
member had stated to the House that he 1yas 
in a regular fog in reference to the provisions 
of that measure. Now, he seemed to be quite 
oblivious as to what ~~~as contained in the 
Vice-regal Speech this session. He had taken 
the trouble to inform us, that>Yhile the Speech 
was, nominally, the Governor's, it >vas, in 
realit)-, prepared by the Ministry ; and yet 
that Spee('h distinctly affirmed that it was 
necessary to unite the southern gold fielcls 
with the capital of the eolony. The honorablo 
member seemed, also, to have been oblivious 
of the fact, that that very night his honorablo 
colleague the Colonial Secretary had tabled a 
motion, the purport of which was that it was 
desirable to make that very road ; and yet he 
had tried to make the House believe th11t it 
would be unjm:t to the colony at large to 
con"truct it. Unless he had been utterly 
olJliYious of thof,e facts, could he have spoken 
with that sincerity and honesty U])On ,,-hich 
he had laid so much stress ? If he had really 

held those opinions, could . he ha vi?.,. been 
actuated by his duty to lus conshcuents 
when he assented to that clause in the Vice­
regal Speech ? H onorable members had 
been told by one of the Ministers, in refer­
ence to the proclamation which appeared in 
the name of the Governor, but which had not 
received his signature, that, notwithstanding, 
there was the most perfect accord between His 
Excellency and his .Ministers. 'l'hat might 
be the case ; but he maintainecl that if the 
Attorney-General was speaking hon~stly the 
sentiments of his mind when he said It would 
be unjust to the colony to make the road to 
Gympie, it only proved that, although there 
might be perfect accord bct"~een the Gover­
nor and his responsible advisers, there was 
not perfect accord bet"~een the Ministers 
themscl ves. The honorablc and learned 
gt•ntleman had asked the House oyer and 
over again why they did not dismiss th_e Go_v­
ernment last session if they were clissahs­
fied IYith their legislative ca]Jacity. He (Dr. 
Challinor) was there to ans11~er that question. 
He could tell the honorable gentleman, if he 
did not know it, that, but for the fear of 
bringing in the late Premier, that C11binet 
would have been then and there remodelled 
or dismissed. He was in a position to state 
that some of the supportm·s of the Govern­
ment, who were altogether dissatisfiecl with 
their conduct, had talked the matter over; 
and if they could have got one of the members 
from the north to bke one department, and 
a certain member from the Opposition side 
to take another-why, then, it would h~ve 
been good-bye to the GoYcrnmcnt of wluch 
the honorable Attorney-General was so 
proud of being a member. The honor­
able member for vY estern Downs, .Mr. Ram­
say, would not lay much ,,tress upon t~e fact, 
but referred to it as a fact, that durmg the 
t12nurc of office by the present l\Iinistry, the 
Queensland debentures had risen in the 
En dish market. Well, no doubt they had, 
and the honorable membei' was very wise 
not to lay too much stress upon it; for it was 
not because the eapitalists of Great Britain 
had so much confidence in the integrity and 
enpacity of the present holders of office that 
those debentures had risen in value. It was 
not because the colony possessed such re­
sonrceJ for pastoral pursuits ; she posse~s.ecl 
thoc·e alnnuagcs bPfore, and yet her secunhes 
had been sold ~ot SG discount to meet }Jressing 
lia,bilitcs. It was not, then, the pastoral 
resources of the colony \Yhich had caused the 
rise in its securities. \Vhat was it then? The 
inorem:ed value arose from two circumstances. 
One was, that there was a plethora of un­
employed capital in England just no>Y, for 
which no investment could be founcl even at 
two per cent.; and the other 1va>, the indubit­
able evidence which hacl reached Great Britain 
of our immeibc mineral rcoom·ces, especially 
gold and copper. These had given an impetw; 
to the sale of our securities. But, lot the 
time come when capital could find a safe field 
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for profitable investment in Great Britain at 
8 or 10 per cent. ; and then, if this colony 
required a loan at the hands of the same 
capitalist;,;, it would be fortunate for Queens­
land if her debentures could be sold at par. 
Then, again, with regard to this celebratecl 
Lana Act. It had lmclergene many phases, 
and it seemed to be a perfect PCapegoat for 
the present Government. At one time they 
were found taking credit to themselves for 
having carried such a measure, and at another 
they absolved themselves from any respon­
sibility in connecti:m with it. But he begged 
to tell them, that If they had stooped so low 
as to accept it in the way it ·was presented to 
them, they must take it with all its liabilities, 
just as a person who accepted a bill muct 
take it with all its res11onsibilities. The 
honorable member for Rockhampton again 
had spoken of the uecessity of a Provincial 
Councils Bill. and had affirmed that it was 
neither right nor proper that the House 
should be occupied with local matters, but 
that public works in the several districts 
should be m::ma;.;ed by local counPils, and thac 
the Parlianwut should legislate only upon 
subjects affecting the general good. But he 
would tell that honorable member that that 
was contrary to the principles of the British 
Parliament. They did not think it unneccssn,ry 
or beneath their dignity to legislate for local 
works. \Yhere, he would ask, would the 
road trusts in Great Britain be, if such a 
policy had been pursued? Could gas com­
panies be formed, or insurance conmanies 
obtain their powers >rithout prh·ate _fete' of 
Parliament P It was well known that no 
railway could be formed in. England without 
a very large expenditure of money to prove 
to the British House of Commons that it was 
for the good of the country at large, or would 
not be prejudicial to local interests, that such 
an undertaking should be entered into. lie 
maintained, therefore, that there was no 
precedent in the British Parliament fm the 
establishment of provincial councils, and he 
believed that the introduction of such councils 
into this colony ~rould only be a nmltiplica­
tion of the evils complained of. The honor­
able and learned Attorney-General had given 
his opinion as to the duty of electors to hold 
meetings in their mvn districts. He had 
understood him to say that it was right for 
them to hold meeting;; to discuss local affairs, 
but that they had no right to touch upon 
matters affecting the entire community. That 
certainly 1vas not the principle recognised by 
any British constitution. A;;ain, the Colonial 
r_rreasurer had told the Houqc the other night 
that it was impossible for any responsible. 
Government having a Land Act to aclministe:r, 
to clo so hone;tly and conscientiously towards 
all1'arties. N mr, he must confess he held an 
opinion that a politician ,who assumed that a 
responsible Government must of necessity be 
a corru11ting and corruptible thing, had, bythat 
assumption, shewn himself to be \lllWOrthy of 
office in such a Government, and, therefore, 

out of his own mouth he condemned him. 
There was another matter he had almost 
forgotten, and that ;vas on the subject of 
the Savings Banks. He hoped that Mr. 
Gladstone would be com;iclered quite as good 
an authority on such subjects as the honor­
able Colonial Secretary. No one would 
doubt that honorable member's integrity and 
truthfulness, although they might h~s . capa­
city for finance. \Vhat was the opmion of 
Mr. Gladstono respecting Savings Ba~k~-an 
institution established in Great Britam he 
could hardly tell for hmY many years ; for he 
knew that ihen he was quite a little fellow 
he had some money invested in one of those 
banks, which pr?ved th_at . they could not 
have been established ;nthm the la:;t forty 
years. What was JYir. Gladstonc's opinion 
of Government Savings Banks, and what were 
the principles upon which he had founcl0cl 
them in distinction to the savings banks pre­
viously in existence P They vH're establi.-hed 
on the principle to give the people the very 
best securik for their savings on the one 
hand ; and on the other hand to utilize as much 
as possible those savings to the benefit of the 
country. Therefore, he asserted that, in the 
present circums:ances of the colony, it \Hl'i lwr­
fectly right and desirable, as _long as t~1e people 
were willing to entrust the1r depos1ts to ~he 
Government, for the Government to rocmve 
them. But they all knew why the banks did not 
want the Savings Bank : they dreade~ the 
very idea of a National Bank of Deposi~ a~d 
Issue, and therefore t4cy would crns~1 m. Ii ' 
very infancy-in embryo-such _an msh.tu­
tion ; and, henre their earnest deon·e to brmg 
all their influence to bear cljrectlv upon the 
Government, if they could, anCl, if they 
could not in that way, then through the 
members of the House· who were unaer the 
influence of bank directors, and who Katchecl 
them >Yith a lrnx eye. He (Dr. Challinor) 
was glad that the honorablo. and _lean:ed 
Attorney -General had referrecl to the hne 
of action which the Government had taken 
during the debate, ]J(~cau:oe. it atf?rded_ ~im 
an opportunity of expressmg lns opm<?n_ 
on that subject. It so happened, that m 
consequence of the unique " count-out" last 
night, he (Dr. Challinor) went to bed much 
earlier than 1mual. As a consequence, he 
woke much earlier than usual; and, as he 
Jay cogitatin;; on his bed, cluring the si!cnt 
hours of the night, he could not help_ t~mk­
ing it was surprising that when Mm1_s~pr,; 
found themselves in their present position, 
they did not reason \Yith themselves thus :­
"Once again "-to quote the elcg~nt phrase 
which once and aqai,~ we have mtroducccl 
into the Vice-rco-[d Speech-" Once again 
we are in our places as members of H~r 
:Th!fajesty's Government to conduct the J>Ubhc 
bm:iness of the country. \V c have Issued 
our proooramme for the present session, anc't 
if the d~cument in which it is contained i,; 
not more lucid or classical than Opening 
Speeches usually are, it is neverthcles.,c much, 
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very much, over their average length. Our 
friends from the north, too_.::_the n0w mem­
ber for the Leiehhardt, Mr. Hoyds, and the 
new member for Clermont--are in their 
places: but where is the member who re­
presents a portion of the middle district?­
why is he not in his place ? Aml why are 
our friends, the members who represent por­
tions of the southern and western districts 
not in their places? It may be that a change 
has come over the SJ}irit of their dream ; and 
that, unwilling to ~ "ouncl our feelings by 
appearing in the list of our opponents, they 
have kindly kept away; or, it may be, that 
' coming events have cast their shadows 
before them,' and that, unable to sustain the 
agony of \Yitnnsinc; the cleath-thl'OP'' of the 
political entity which they wel'e the means 
of bringing into being, they very prudently 
remained at home ; or, it may be, they belong 
to that class of reckless politicians who can 
never be induced to take the slighlest pro­
caution to prevent a catastrophe, the occur­
rence of which they would never cease to 
deplore. But, whatever may be the cause of 
their absence, we will let them sec-we will 
lot our friends who are here Gee-we will let 
the members of Her Majesty's Opposition 
see-·we will let the representatives of the 
Press see-and through them we will let 
the public of Queensland see, that we are 
fully prepared to meet our fate-to abicle 
by the present issue of events whatever it 
may be ; that, if as an Executive, we must 
die, we will die hard-"\re will die as becomes 
men-we will die as becomes Britons. vV o 
will give them no grounds for casting ob­
loquy upon our memoric'5-WO will give 
them no occasion to say that we fell inglo­
riously, ignominiously crying for quarter at 
the hands of our opponents, and no man 
said, 'forbear' -neither will we give thern 
any cause to point with the finger of scorn 
to the place of our sepulture, and, in the 
plenitude of their contemp+, exclaim, 'There 
they lie! unpitiod, unhonored, and unwept !' " 
But, instead of noble conduct like that, what 
did the House see? vVhy, the Ministry, in 
this debate, reminded him of the poor un­
fortunate wife of "Bluebearcl," who, in the 
intensity of' her anguish and suspense, 1r11s 
continually crying out, " Sis~ er Anne! ~istcr 
Anne ! are they coming P-are they com­
ing?" -and, failing a favorable response, like 
drowning men, they caught at straws, and, 
by availing themselves, in a most unheard-of 
manner, of the forms of the House, to post­
pone, if possible, th0 evil day-which would 
inevitably comt:, sooner or later-they would 
but incrothe the degradation of their fall. 

The SECI!RTARY FOR PuBLIC LH;Ds con­
gratulated the honorablo member for I1Jswich, 
who had just sat clown, UJ}On the f'act that he 
was still a member of the House, and obscned 
that, instead of leaving his place vacant, as he 
had stated his intention of doing, during the 
recess, he had returned, this sos•:ion, like a 
"giant refreshed." However, he should not ! 

attempt to follow the honomble member in 
his speech; but seek to answer those ~onor­
able members who had attacked the pohcy of 
the Government. He was not surprised that, 
durin<' the recess, he had been the object of 
attack by a certain interested faction, w~o, 
by continually pm·verting facts in connectwn 
with his administration of the Land Act, had 
thouo-ht to imbue the people of the colony with 
the feeling that he had been using the power 
conferred upon him by that Act for party and 
corrupt purposes; and who had incited the 
people to hold public meetings, in order to 
have him branded as a traitor to his trust, 
·in the hope of driving him from that office 
with confusion and shame. But he was 
determined, wluttever they might say and do, 
that he vmnlclmeet them" face to face in that 
Hou:~e, ancl answer the charges brought 
against him. That wa'l whY he was precent, 
this day. He hacl waited. patiently to s~e 
vYhat charo-es would be brought forward, and Jt 
wa,; only ~t the eleventh hour that any were 
brought forward. Any Jl,finister, in the per­
formance of his duty, must certainly expe~t 
criticism; but that criticism ought to be fa:r 
and impartial. If so, and he was honc_st m 
performing his duty, he could not but gam by 
the discus~ion and criticism of his administra­
tion; but the cri!icic.m that he had met with 
from the ]Jresf> of this country had been most 
unfair, and wns alike disgraceful to the instiga­
aators of it, ancl to the journals thcmselve$ 
that published it. He coulct easily under­
stand with what anxict.r the public watched 
the working of the Land Aet. :No measure 
eyer pas,ed was fraught with so much power 
for o·ood or evil. Ii he were dishonc•,t, he 
knev~ that he held in his hands, in virtue of 
that n1casure, an cnginP for corruption ancl 
jolJbery that was never held by the hands of 
Colonial Minister before ; but, if he could not 
render a 11roper account of his ste;yardship, 
he would have no right to staP.cl in his place 
in the House ; ancl, if he could not give a satJs­
factory account c-•f his administration of the 
Lancl Act, he must, of course, take, as he was 
prenared to take, the consequences. He had 
beei.1 accus0d of all manner of crimes. First, 
that he had given all the good land to the 
squatters, and kept nothing but the poor land 
for the people. '!.'hen, he had been accused of 
driving capitalists away from tbe c.olony. 
But it >ms useless to encleavor to recap1tulate 
the charges that hacl been laid at. ~i~ door. 
The first tangible one w:cts tlH' dJv1s10n of 
Canning Downs. As he said before, when he 
spoke on the main question, he should be 
prepared to defend the action he took in that 
case ; and he would now do so. If honorable 
members would refer to the eighth clause of 
the Lancl Act, thev would there see the power 
conferred on the l'.Iinister for Public Lands :--

" vVithin four weeks of the passing of this 
Act notice of resumption to the holders of runs 
within the settlecl districts as required by the 
forty-fourth, clause of the Act twenty seven Vie­
toria number seventeen and not already resumed 
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under the 'Agricultural Reserves Act rif 1863' shall 
be given by the Minister for Lands and on the 
expiration of the period fixed by said Act of 
twelve months from the date of such notices such 
lands shall be open to selection by conditional 
purchasers or for sale by public auction or subse­
quent selection as hereinafter provided Provided 
always that ehould any pastoral tenant within the 
said settled districts signify in writing to the 
Minister for Lands within six months from the 
date of the aforesaid notice his desire to have his 
run at once brought under the operation of this 
Act the commissioner for the district in which 
such run is situated shall indicate to the Minister 
for Lands such portions of such run as may pro­
bably be needed for townships or railway reserves 
and it shall be lawful for the co=issioner to call 
on the pastoral tenant--" 

not upon the Government--the Government 
had not the power to do it-

" to divide the remainder of the run into two parts 
as nearly as may be by a right line or natural 
feature and the commissioner shall then recom­
mend to the Minister for Lands which portion 
shall be resumed by the Government and that a 
lease be granted in favor of such pastoral tenant 
for a term of ten yf"nrs of the part of the run 
least likely to be required for selection or sale 
by auction not exceeding one-half of the entire 
run.'' 

Now, the following was the letter he had re­
ceived from the commissioner of the district, a 
gentleman, whom, presently, he should speak 
of more particularly, with reference to his 
qualifications-J'II[r. Francis Gregory :-

" Crown Lands Office, 
" Toowoomba, Darling Downs, 

"11th April, 1868. 
"Sir,-I have the honor to transmit you a 

tracing of the run named in the margin, shewing 
its division under the Crown Lands Alienation 
Act, which has been submitted to me by the 
lessees for the purpose of selecting the portion to 
be resumed by the Government for ulienation. 

" On computing the area of the two portions 
shewn on the tracing, I find that the one to the 
north and east of the Condamine comprises 24,078 
acres in exceBs of that to the south, which fact, I 
have no doubt, the lessees are aware of, and have 
thrown it in in consideration of the broken nature 
of the country towards the Main Range. 

"Having carefully weighed the respective 
capabilities of the two portions of the run, I beg 
to recommend that the division colored yellow, 
comprising a total area of 98,554 acres, be resumed 
by the Government, and that a ten years' lease 
may be granted to the original lessees of that 
portion colored green, containing 7 4,476 acres. 

" In making the foregoing recommendation, I 
have regarded the requirements of a numerous 
body of recent selectors on the northern portion 
of the Canning Downs run, who would be com­
pletely hemmed in and excluded from extending 
their holdings, should a ten years' lease of that 
portion of the run be issued to the present p:lstoral 
lessees ; and, at the same time, have borne in mintl 
the wishes of the inhabitants of Warwick, as con­
veyed in Mr. John Douglas' letter of the 13th. 
ultimo, transmitted with your letter 68-1035-a. 

report upon which will be furnished on my return 
from Warwick, at the latter end of next week. 

" I have, &c., 
"F. G. GREGORY, C.C.L. 

" The Honorable the Secretary for Public Lands, 
"Brisbane." 

From the statements contained therein, it 
would be seen that the commissioner bore in 
mind the interests of a large number of selec­
tors who had settled down on a portion of 
Canning Downs, and who naturally wished to 
have soine benefits under the ne» Land Act: 
they did not wish to be taken in, in the ten 
years' lease. Then, also, there. were the 
people of Warwick to be considered: they 
wanted land for commonage, under the terms, 
as construed, he imagined, by the horror­
able member for Eastern Dml"ns ; that was 
to say, the land given for commonage was 
to be excluded from selection. He said 
there was some difficulty in the matter ;­
that there was nothing to prevent the sale of 
the land~that, to get the commo~age in the 
way the honorable member wanted, rt would be 
necessary to evade the Act. ~f the land w~re 
withdrawn from sale by auctwn, and parties 
required it for more useful purposes than 
commonage, he must allow it to go. He 
felt that 'he could not altogether satisfy the 
wishes of those persons :who were set~led 
clown on a portion of Cannmg Do:>ns, a httle 
distance from VV arwiek, or the WIShes of the 
people of Warwick themselves ; :;nd he had 
to take into consideration the clmms of both 
parties. He found, however, that there was 
still considerable land available on Hosenthal 
run, which coulcl be given to them without 
any c>asion of the Act. Howe>er, he wa~ted 
time for consideration, in order that ho nnght 
sec how he could a·rant the amount of com­
monage which the h~morable member required, 
without evading any provision of the Act. 

Mr. DouGLAS begged the honorable ge~r­
tleman's pardon. 'l'he correspondence m 
which he was engaged did not refer to com­
monage. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS could 
only say that all the honorable member's 
letters referred to the same land. He found 
that he could grant considerable co~m<;mage 
to the to>vn of Warwick, by proclamnng a 
certain portion of lancl at once~some 7,000 
acres-which could not be taken up by selec­
tors, because it was situated within two miles 
of the last town lot. He was glad to be able 
to thus meet the wishes of the honorable 
member >vithvut e>ading the Act. As he 
unclorst~od, the people .5f Warwick wanted 
commonage that was not to be sold except by 
auction. 

In answer to a remark interjected by !i[r. 
CLARK, 

Mr. DouGLAS said he had not acted for the 
people of "\V arwick, bl!-t for t~c peopl_e. of 
Eastern Downs. He drd send m a pehtwn 
from Warwick. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : The 
letter referred to by Commissioner Gregory, 
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in his letter, which had been read, was 
this:-

"Brisbane, 13th March, 1868. 
"Sir,-I have been requested by certain of my 

constituents to represent to you, that in their 
opinion, and in the event of the division of the 
Canning Downs run, under the provisions of the 
'Alienation of Crown Lands Act,' it would be ex­
pedient to reserve for the public use that portion 
of it, or a proportion of that portion lying to the 
south of the Condamine, and extending towards 
the table land of New England. 

" I have, &c., 
" J. DouGLAS. 

" The Honorable the Minister for Lands." 

Honorable members would exactly under­
stand that the division of the land rested -with 
the lessee of the run, and that, after it was 
divided, he (the Secretary for Public Lands) 
had to choose which of the two divisions he 
would resume. He could not, if the lessee 
had divided his run fairly, turn round and 
say that he wanted it done in some other 
way. If anybody could shew him that he 
was wrong in that interpretation, he would 
acknowledge that he was wrong. \V ell, in 
the case in question, the lessee had presented 
a very fair division, and one which the com­
missioner recommended, as set forth in his 
letter. Though the portion recommended 
for resumption by the Government was 
the largest, there was a certain amount 
of range and scrub in it, which left the 
balance of available country in it about the 
same as in the other portion. As the horror­
able member, in his letter, c1icl not say his 
constituents wished the common to comnwnce 
at the town, but only upon the south side 
of the river ; and, as the commissioner had 
regarded the selectors who were already 
settled down on the run, he (the Secretary for 
Public Lands) thought he hacl a right to take 
their claims into consideration, as well as 
those of the people of vV arwick. The 
selectors hacl made their homes, and wished 
to have some advantages under the Act, for 
the future extension of their holdings ; the 
people of Warwick only wanted grazing for 
their cows-a large commonage that was 
not to be alienated to anyone. From long 
conversations he had hacl with the honorable 
member for Eastern Downs, that was the 
knowledge he arrived at. Well, he concluded 
to give the people of vV arwick commonage 
close to their town-between three and four 
thousand acres of Canning Downs run, and 
seven thousand acres on Rosenthal run. 
That, close to their doors, he considered 
sufficient to meet their claims. He was 
aware that a very large portion of that could 
be secured to them, and that it could be clone 
without any evasion of the Act -without with­
drawing it for omle by auction ; ancl that there 
was no fear of parties coming in to purchase 
it. A letter appeared in one of the public 
prints-the Courier, of the 19th June-that 
seemed to have carried away everyone in 
reference to this matter; at all events, he 

had heard of its being quoted in public 
meetings. That only shewed him, however, 
how easy it was to gull the public. That 
letter >vas used by public speakers at . the 
indignation meeting. He would not certau;ly 
give prominence to it-for he could not giVe 
much credit to the writer of it-only that he 
wished to produce a letter from Mr. Gregory 
referring to it :-

"How THE LAND AcT IS EVADED. 

" To the Editor cif tke Brisbane Courier. 
"Sir,-In my letter to you dated September 20, 

1867, on the foul dummying system that is being 
carried on in this district, I promised that I would 
give information as to how these dummying 
gentry would fulfil the letter of the law by culti­
vation, &c. 

"Although the present Land Act has c~one away 
with the restrictions then in force, still It may be 
interesting to your rt'aders, and instructive to the 
liberal members of the Legislature of Queensland, 
to learn how the public estate is being seized upon 
in this district. 

"I will commence with Canning Downs, the in­
tended ' rrranary of Queensland.' The Conda­
mine Riv~· flows through it for about thirty-four 
miles, and all the bona fide settlers I can find on 
this part of that watercourse, or on ten miles of 
Farm Crefk, twenty-two miles of Emu Creek, a~d 
nine miles of the south bank of Swan Creek--;m 
all, about seventy-five miles of permanent ":a~er, 
do not exceed ten families. All the remammg 
part of that country, unoccupied by those settlers, 
is under sheep. The above river flows east and 
west through the run ; and the breadth of the 
run, north and south, between Swan Creek and 
the Condamine, is twelve miles. If any of your 
readers doubt the above statement, let them look 
at the plan of the parish of Wildash, and they 
will find that all the country described is alienated 
for ever from the public; only 3,000 acres on 
Emu Creek, that Mr. Wildash and his brother, 
and the head stockman, and the sheep overseer, 
could not manage to lease. Although it is classed 
as first-class pastoral, I myself, and many others, 
would willingly pay fifteen shillings an acre f<;n' 
it ; but our commissioner, Grcgory the Second, m 
order that no troublesome settlers should go 
inside the wire fence, gave a ten yeaTs' lease of 
those 3,000 acTes, the best land in the colony. 
He then jumped from there, ~even miles fartheT 
off, and commenced at "\Varw1ek, where he gave 
a ten years' lease of 7 4,000 acres, south o.f the 
town, notwithstanding that a numerously signed 
petition had been previously sent down to Mr. 
Lamb, praying for a town common in that locality. 
The ' pet Lamb of the woolsack,' however, could 
not think of taking any of these 7 4,000 acres 
away from the Canning Downs ewes. 

"I have made a calculation of the number of 
acres alienated and lettsed on Canning Downs, 
and find it to be 65,000 alienated, and 77,000 
leased for ten years. 

" Having seen a proclamation in the Govern­
ment Gazette, however, that 81,000 acres of Can­
ning Downs were open to selection, I saddled my 
horse in a hurr:v, and rode over to the run. On 
com:inrr to peg No. 1, howevm·, I discovered my 
mistake. The land open to selection consi8ted of 
a dense scrub on the back of the Main Range, 
with the grey rock peering here and there through 
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its sides. It would take tt balloon to ascend to 
its top, where no white man has ever trod. This 
is the land we are offered to select on here. So 
much for Gregory the Second's classification. 
You mtty recollect that Gregory the Great, of 
Brisbane, gave us, some four years sincR, for an 
agricultural reserve, ' Jiber land '-land that 
would pauperisc "' millionaire, n,nd, at the best, 
wn,s only sc~oncl-class pastoral. The reign of the 
Gregorys >nll be long rcmemllered in this district. 

"But, :Mr. Editor, it would be too mnch to 
take up any more of your valuable space with the 
doings of these two men. I may just inform you 
that lVIr. A. vVienholt has oecurecl the Gladficld 
Reserve, and also his run. The (1voulU~be) 
Honorablo C. Green has got Goomburra, and 1\fr. 
J olm Denchar l1as got his run too. I wish the 
latter luck with it. He bought it ior from £1 to 
£1 lOs. per acre. This gentleman detested 
dummying, of course; that system has never 
been put into practice on his run. IIo·wever, 
feom the bounds of the colonv to the bounds of 
DraJ ton di>trict, not one of us could ever get an 
inch of ground. 

" I am keeping my eye on the land office here, 
and making it a study. \:Vhen I go in I walk 
ronnel the.vmll, looking at the mn,pe, to see if any 
fresh run rs resumed ' for the use of the public.' 
On the resumecl side of the runs, I always find 
the words 'leo,Aed for ten years' written up, 
and the other side is unresumed. So the follow­
ing is the pass-word for us:-' No land for you, 
poor men ; come to-morrow, ttnd you will get the 
same.' Still, :!ih. Editor, we find 1hat, when we 
turn our backs, the squatter goes into the land 
office, and gets what is previously refused to us. 
Now, I do not blame the land agent; he must 
obey orders. I was in convers:1tion with the 
commissioner once, when he informed me that 
when Rosenthal run was divided, the part next 
\Vttrwick would be the best to resume. I 
remor1stratccl with him on the subject, and 
explained the undesirability of such a course, but 
in vain. Since then I have learned the cause of 
his having been so determined on resuming the 
e-astern half of the run. ~·here are 6,000 acres of 
a dense scrub at the west of the town, and 3,000 
acres of a green-wattle scrub. 'Ihcsc he is to 
give, together with the Dltld Jifountains, to the 
town of vVarwick as a common. There is also, 
on the resumed half, a splendid wash-pool, the 
land around which, however, is valueless ; so the 
late lessee will get 2,1;00 acres for it, and still have 
the me of it. Then, we get the Gap Mountain, 
the Ugly Mountain, and the remn,ining second· 
ch:t!!S pastord land; the lessee, on the ether hand, 
gets 7,800 acres second-class pastoral, and the 
Government, or rather the public, lose about 
100,000 acres of agricultur•tl land on 'Ihane's 
Creek, Rogers' Creek, Grey 1\tfare's Creek, La:;oon 
Creek, and the Oondamine River. ' 

"'I'hen, n,gain, if those creeks on the west of 
Roscnthal are lmsc·d, there will be no homeFten,d 
nor selector in the district of vV arwick-no one 
but squatters. I will let you know more on tLis 
point when the run is divided. 

"Should this lettcl' catch the eye of Mr. J. 
Clttrk, M:.L.A., I beg to remind him of his pledges 
ancl prmniscs ·when he was brought for\va.rd as a, 

candidate for our sufi\·age by me, ttt Mr. 'Iulloch's, 
on the Agricultural Reserve, and a vote of confi­
dence was ummimously passed in l1im by the large 
meeting assembled. I httve to inform Mr. Clark 

that his supporters and the public require his 
services-first, to aiel us in getting a town 
common, not Roscnthal scrub, but on the 'Jews' 
lietreat,' Canning Do,vns Run; and, secondly, to 
cause the best la11d on the squatting runs to be 
resumed for the 'mblic. If the Government do 
not grant these ~tU' requests, he is called on by 
his pledge; to his constituents to oppose them, 
and n,id the Opposition to remove them out from 
office. 

"Yours, 
"J. P. O'DEMPSEY. 

"Heifer Station, June 14.'' 

That hacl been usecl before an excited assem­
bly to she;y the "robbery" that. had taken 
place ! If the fair lands of Canmng Downs 
had gone, they went before he (the Secretary 
for Public Lands) came into office, when a 
certain honor~ ble gentleman was in office, 
who had it in his 11ower to give away those 
lands under pre-C'ml'Lion-which was merely 
a permissive right ;-but under that right 
the best bncl was r;:onc. He had heard a 
great cleul about Killarn<'}', and had seen 
some scores of letters on the subject;-he 
looked at the division that had been made by 
the commissioner, and there he saw that he had 
most of Killarney run ;-in fact, all that was 
left of it-all that had not been given nway 
by the gentlemen ho Eat on the Treasury 
benches a little i>hile ago. It was the only 
part of the run that had water frontage ; an~, 
in making the selections, he always bore m 
mind the desirableness of getting for the 
farmen .,-ater frontage. Getting that, he 
felt that he was all right for once-that he 
was carrying out the wishes of the honorable 
member for Ea-!tern Downs, who had wished 
for a proporti, ·n of the land on the south of 
the Condamine, extending tmmrds the table 
land of New England. He considered that 
the \Yan-.ick ]Jeople got the best of the 
table land, especi:,lly when he ''aw that eYery 
inch of the land on the banks of the Cauda­
mine had been previously alienated. He 
found that about 200,000 acres hacl been 
rriven awav nncler pre-pmptive rights. '!.'hat 
had been- his great difficulty in dividing the 
land on the Dov.-ns. He ahm) 3 looked for 
water frontage for the small farmer, knowing 
well that he mu"t have wa~er-that he could 
not sink a >vell, which >vould cost too much 
money for his means. VYhen he sa.,- that 
last letter, he inquired who the writer was, so 
as to know what value to attach to it. He 
told the Surveyor-General that he was sur­
prised at lhe tone of the letter, but that he 
did not believe the statements in it. He 
said his brother might make some reference 
to it, but that, as a MiniRter of the Crown, -he 
conlcl not take any notice of it. However, it 
appeared th,,t the Surveyor-General allude.d 
to the con>ersation in some letter to h1s 
brother, ancl this was a communication which 
he (the Secretary for Public Lands) received 
subsequently :-

" Toowoombtt, 2<1th J unc, 1868. 
"Dear Sir,-I understand from my brother that 

you would like to have a report from me on the 
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subject of the accompanying letter, relative to the 
Canning D~wns Run, which lately appeared in 
the Bris&ane Couritr, and collt.ains accusa.tions 
against the offieers administering the land laws in 
this district, of such a serious nature, as would, if 
true, dem:md immediate investig:ttion on the part 
of the Government. 

" Presuming that the infornmtion you require 
relates to transactions that have taken phce since 
the new Land Act mme into operation, as prior 
to that period I had but little to do with that 
branch of the c1epartment now c:clled in question, 
and passing by the merely declamatory portions 
of Mr. O'Dempsey's very rambling and illogir•ctl 
statement, I at once proceed to point out the 
untruthfulneos of all his mo,t important asser­
tions. 

" In the first place, with regard to the division 
of the Canning Downs Run, it is sca1·cely neces­
sary to state, that the total area of this run that 
was left available for division when the Crown 
Lands Alienation Act came into force, was, as 
nectrly as possible, 173,000 acres, nncl comprised 
the three following portions of country :--­
Firstly, 17,500 acres within a short distance of the 
head station, and in close proximity to the town 
of \V arwick, int,•rsperscd amongst, or surrounded 
by, portions purchased under pee-cmption, or 
selected under the Leasing Act of 1866 ; secondly, 
81,000 acres, in one block, at the eastern end of 
the run of which some 30,000 or 40,000 acres 
are either scrubby or mountainous, making, with 
the former 17,500, a total of 98,500 acres resumed 
and thrown open to the public for selection, in­
stead of only 81,000, as stated by Mr. O'Dempsey. 
Deducting, however, from this area, say 38,500 
acres for scrub and mountain (which, by the way, 
is a very liberal allowance) there still remains 
60,000 acres of country available for sclertion. 
Thirdly, there is a block of about 74,500 acres on 
the south bank of the Condamine, which has 
been left for the lessees (andnot77,000 as stated), 
of which fully 30,000 are quite as scrubby or 
mountainous as the lands thrown out of the 'por­
tion resumed by the Government, leaving barely 
45,000 acres of available countey, under a ten 
years' lease, the nearest point of which does not 
come within three miles of the boundaries of 
Warwick. \Vhat Mr. O'Dempsey states about 
my having given the lessees a ten years' lease of 
3,000 acres of the finest land in the colony, in 
addition to the 74,500, is, therefore, a fabrication, 
without any truth to justi~y it.. I should only be 
too glad to see him put in his application for the 
country referred to. 

" The next statt:ment, taken in the order in 
which they appear, is the \Varwick commonage. 
In the treating of this subject, Mr. O'Dempsey 
not only totally ignores the fact that between 3,000 
and 4,000 acres have recently been expressly set 
aside by the Government, as an extension to the 
Warwick town reserve, but would also like to 
have the remainder of tht' run in addition 
thereto ; omitting to state under what law or Act 
of Parliament the Government crm find a pretext 
by which to deprive the lessees of this, their only 
remaining right. · 

" \Vith regard to the next statement, that on 
inspecting the plans in the local Land Office, he 
found written on one-half of each run the words 
' leased for ten years,' and on the other half; 
'nnres11med.' I can only say, it is a gratnitons 
falsehood ; the words 'open to selection ' being 

distinctly marked on the principal portions open 
under the Act. 

"The next, and, perhaps, gravest cha~·g? of_ all 
which he brings against the officers adm1mstermg 
the land laws, that land has been refused to the 
poor man, and afterwards given to squatters, is 
one that if he was called upon to substantiate, he 
would not only be unable, but, I am prcparecl un­
hesitatingly to affirm, is either a wilful untruth 
or reckless assertion made without inquiry ; as, 
with the exception of those cases in which the 
leseces have, in the exercise of their pre-emptive 
rights, made prior selections, t can confidently 
afSert that in no single instance have squatters 
had the sli~htcst prcfcrenre given them. This 
fact has compelled Mr. O'Dempsey to have 
recourse to the usual subl"crfuge resorted to by 
writer5 of his class, of making it a general charge, 
so as not to give an oppm·tunity of a direct refu· 
tation. 

"Lastly, with regard to his garbled statement 
of the conversation he had with the commis­
sioner about the division of Rosenthal Run, I can 
only say, I put the direct question to him as to 
which he considered the best half to be resumed 
for the public; his reply was, to the effect, that 
I ought to select all the good land, bot~ arol:'nd 
Warwick and on 'l'hane's and other creeKs, w1th· 
out regard to the rights of the lessees ; to divide 
the run first, and submit it to the Government to 
select either half for alienation, as provided by 
the Act. 

" In conclusion, I would remark that I have 
not attempted to refute any of the mere insinua· 
tions contained in Mr. O'Dempsey's letter, as they 
are only the usual means used by unscrupulous 
persons who, in this way, endeayor to evade the 
consequences of unqualified falsehoods. 

"I remain, &c., 
":F. G. GREGORY. 

"The Honorable E. W. Lamb, &c., &c., 
" J3ris bane." 

When he visited the Downs, he was not enabled 
to go as far as vVarvrick, and to inspect the 
land office there; but he saw manyparties who 
had been in the office, ancl he asked them ques­
tions with reference to the assertions about 
the marking of the maps. He received. the 
same information from them as he had recmved 
from JYir. Grego1·y, that the land was marked 
"open," "open." Yet that was the way 
people were blinded, and sensations created 
on the land question. Now, he wo~1ld y~n· 
ture to say-he had made many mqmnes 
on the subiect - that the run was as 
fairly divid~d as an~· run could . possibly 
be. The inhabitants of Warwick m1ght be a 
little disappointed that they did not have th_e 
1ancl immediately adjoining them; but, 1f 
they had got it, ~>oulcl it have been f01: the 
benefit of the country? He felt that, 1f he 
could find for them a piece of good country­
such as Killarney, or that part of it which 
had not been givenaway-with ~>ater frontage, 
he had done all that was expected of him. 
He had met their ~>ishes fairly; he had 
given them a good commonage to run their 
cattle on. Amongst the charges brought 
against him was, that capitalists had bee:q 
driven away from the colony, because they 
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could not invest large sums under tho 
Act. He had had numbers of conversa. 
tions with gentlemen from the other colo­
nies-though not with Mr. Fisher, who did 
not pay him a visit-with gentlemen who 
had come up from Victoria and New 
South ·wales; and what they complained of 
was, that 2,560 acres of first-class pastoral 
land was of no use to them ; that, if they 
could get 7,680 acres-the maximum of 
second-class pastoral-they would take un 
that quantity 0f first-class pastoral land. 
They knew too well ;yhat it was-they knew 
the country, and they wanted only the best land, 
and in quantity. The Act would not suit 
them, though it might answer nry well for 
men with a couple of thousand pounds, who 
could work the land with their sons, and by 
fencing it in. He (the Secretary for Public 
Lan<h) would now answer the honorable mem­
ber for Ipswich, ~fr. Macalister. He was 
glad the honorable gentleman had spoken, for 
he liked to have all the charges put together. 
He supposed they were all heaped on him--. 

:Mr. LILLEY and ~1r. BELL : No, no. 
The Sr:cRE1'ARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : If any 

more were brought forward, no doubt the 
House would atlord him an opportunity of 
answering them. The a}Jpointments that had 
been made by the Govcmment under the Act 
had been attacked as unsuitable. The fir.'t 
was that of Mr. Coxen. He thought it 
was not necessary to inform the House 
that that gentleman bore a reputation for 
honesty and ability, and that no man 
had larger colonial experience. At all events, 
he was put in the largest place. Next l>as 
.Mr. Gregory. He (the Secretary for PubUc 
I,ands) had no hesitation in saying that a more 
talented man than he was not in the colony, 
or one oflarger experience in connection with 
land. Mr. Gregory had bePn from his earliest 
youth connected with agricultural pursuits ; 
he was an Au~tralasian explorer, and had 
achieved not only a colonial but a European 
reputation. There was not a man of greater 
integrity to be found for the post he occupied. 
He (the Secretary for Public Lands) believed 
he was honest to the back-bone; and when 
any charges had been brought against hin1, 
he was convinced they were utterly untrue. 
Mr. Rankin was the next. He was known 
to be a man of good business talents. He 
was at one time the manager of a bank at 
Rockhampton-though that had nothing to 
do with country pursuits. He took a great 
interest in the Land Act, and had written many 
letters and articles upon it in the A ustralasiwn, 
which excited a good deal of notice. He was 
a man admirably fitted for the post he occu­
pied. The next was Mr. Shericlan, who had 
been engaged in pastoral and agricultural 
pursuits, and who was a man well acquainted 
with business matters. He (the Secretary 
for Public Lands) had known him many 
years ago; and he knew that no one could bring 
a well-founded charge of incompetence against 
him. Mr. lVIcDowell was selected out of the 

Survey Office to fill the position he now occu­
pied as commissioner of Crown lands. He 
gave great satisfaction in that position; and 
his aptitude for business pointed him out for 
promotion ; and what better could be clone 
by the Government with an officer who had 
given such satisfaction than to promote him P 
Mr. Sharkey was the commissioner in the 
Bourke district. He gave a great deal of 
satisfaction in discharging his clut~es there ; 
and when the Land Act came mto force, 
the appointment of commissioner under 
it; was given to. him, to save the expense 
of appointing a second officer, who would, 
likely, have very little to do for some time 
to come. Those were all the appointments. 
The land agents, many of them were land 
agents before. He now came to the gravest 
charge that had been made against him-tho 
one made by the honorable member for Ips­
wich, Mr. Macalister-as to the legality of 
his proceedings under the Land Act. He 
was charged, in the first place, by that honor­
able member with bringing fonmrd too large 
an area of land for auction. Now, honorable 
members, he thought, would recollect that 
the honorable member for Rockhampton, in 
the last speech almost he made last session, 
urged " auction," " auction," " auction," 
and there was not a dissenting voice in the 
House, as he thought, to that view. At all 
events, if silence was to be construed as giving 
consent, the House consented to that course. 
\V ell, he asked the Surveyor-General what 
quantity of land was surveyed and could be 
sold by auction, and that gentleman told him 
there was 600,000 acres of land surveyed and 
available for auction; and mostly situated in 
the neighborhood of towns and agricultural 
reserves. Seeing it would talce six months 
before a sufficient quantity of fresh lands 
could be surveyed, he told the Surveyor­
General to make out schedules of the 
whole of the surveyed lands, excepting 
those that would be brought into runs, and 
which amounted to about 200,000 acres, and 
to bring all the rest forward for auction. 
'l'he Surveyor-General did so, and about 
400,000 acres were scheduled, and brought 
forward for auction. If any surveyed lands 
were left out, it was contrary to the instruc­
tions he "ave, and which were, that all the 
surveyed lands, ·with the exceptions he had 
mentioned, should he brought forward. The 
result was that, from the sales that had taken 
place, about £23,000 had been realised-not a 
very large amount, certainly; but a result 
that realised his anticipations so far. Then, 
he was met with a general cry that, by 
putting up all that land to auction, he had 
precluded all the small agriculturists from 
extending the area of their holdings, and had 
prevented other parties from taking up lands 
near towns. Now, it was intended that the 
Act should be a liberal Act, and that every­
body should get what he wanted; and that 
there was to Lbe no restriction whatever in 
taking up lands. Well, he brought forward 
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those lands, under the S3rd and following 
clauses, down to the 96th section of the Act ; 
and he had them put up to auction. It was 
quite true that one of those clauses stated 
that lands once offerecl at auction, and not 
sold, could be selected immediately after­
wards at the upset price, and without any 
condition; whatever. The honorable member 
for Ipswich had stated that when once a piece 
of land got into that category, it could only 
be disposed of in that way. vV eH, he would 
admit that that view also occurred to his 
mind ; and he believed that the Act would 
bear that construction ; but when he sa"\\", from 
a careful consideration of the Act, that such 
a course was totally opposed to the spirit and 
intention of the Act, he declined to read the 
Act in that way. He saw that, by such a 
construction, any man could, by the stroke 
of his pen, defeat "~hat was the whole object 
and intention of the Act. The Minister for 
Lands for the time being, for example, might, 
for purposes of his own, put up one-half of a 
run for sale in one lot, that it might be passed 
at auction, and consequently shut out from 
sale for ever afterwards, as it could then only 
be taken up by selection and purchase. Now, 
it would have been quite Ol1}J03Cd to the spirit 
of the Act to have allo11·ed the lands to be 
locked up in that way; and he was satisfied 
that, under the Act, he had power to put 
forward the land for sale under the system of 
selection with deferred payments. And he 
did so, but without withdrawing the land 
from sale as having passed the hammer, 
because it could still be purchased in that way 
as well. If he were asked, by what clause of 
the Act he did so, his answer would be that 
he did it by every clause in the Act, minus 
the ten clauses relating to auction. He had 
surveyed lands now, to the extent of 100,000 
or 150,000 acres, that were to be brought 
forward for sale by auction ; but, if he found 
there was not a sufficient demand for it, when 
it was offered, was he to be prevented for 
ever from selling it in some other, and, as he 
maintained, strictly lawful way? Now, that 
was the graYest charge that had been brought 
against him, and he held that he had suffi­
ciently answered it. He had been charged 
with having violated the Act, but he hacl not 
violated the Act. ·what he had clone was to 
carry out the spirit and intention of the Act, 
instead of binding himself down to the words 
of the Art, by which the purpose for which 
it was brought in and passed would have 
been altogether frustrated. Then, it was said 
that the Act had failed to produce a sufficient 
amount of revenue ; but he denied tl1at it had 
failed in that respect. The Act could hardly 
be said to have yet been three months fully 
in force, as the qmmtity of land offered 
under it, previous to the first of May last, 
was very trifling. He might, therefore, 
safely say that the Act had not been more 
than three months in operation. The quantity 
of land proclaimed for sale and sold by auction 
under the Act to the end of July last, was as 

follows :-In the Moreton District there were 
244 acres town lands proclaimed, of which 
half an acre was sold, bringing £4 14s. 3d. ; 
suburban lands proclaimed 2,970 acres, sold 
55 acres, bringing £54 l5s. ; country lands 
proclaimed 94,359 acres, sold 1,594 acr~s, 
bringing £1,5S:3 Ss. ld. Darling Downs Dis­
trict, town lands proclaimed 269 acres, sold 
6 acres, bringing £49 10s. ; suburban lands 
proclaimed 4,251 acres, sold 4S acres, b::ing­
ing £96 14s. ; country lands procl.anr~ed 
64,453 acres, sold 17,S79 acres, brmgmg 
£1S,107 9s. 5d. Port Curtis District, town 
lands proclaimed 870 acres, sold 10! acres, 
bringing £461 lls. ; suburban land~ P.ro­
claimed 13,147 acres, sold 2S aeres, brmgmg 
£302 7s. lcl.; country lands proclaimed 
9,194 acres, sold 18~ acres, bringing £27 
17s. 3d. Wide Bay and Burnctt District, 
town lands proclaimed 269 acres, sold 15t 
acres, bringing £133 5s. 9d.; suburban 
lands proclaimed 6,0Sl acres, sold 132~ acres, 
bringing £201 ls. 6c1. ; country lands pro­
claimed 25,778 acres, sold 276 acres, bring­
ing £207 7s. 6cl. In the Leichhardt District 
there were proclaimed 119 acres town lands, 
and 40S acres suburban lands ; but none were 
sold. In the J\l[aranoa District, 99 acres town 
lands, and 1,010 acres suburban lands were 
proclaimed ; but none were sold. In the 
'\V arrego District, 16 acres town lands were 
proclaimed ; but none were sold. In the 
Kennedy District, there were proclaimecll7l 
acres town lands, of which 31 aeres were sold, 
bringing £1,311 4s. 3d. ; suburban lands pro­
claimed 2,926 acres, sold 213 acres, bringing 
£479 2s. 3d. ; anc11S,266 acres country lands 
were proclaimed ; but none were sold. Alto­
gether there were proclaimed in those 
several districts, 2,247 acres town lands, 
of which there were sold 63t acres, bring­
ing £1,960 15s. 3d.; suburban land~ P.ro· 
claimed 30,393 acres, sold 506 acres, brmgmg 
£1,133 19s. 10c1 ; country lands proclaimed 
212,050 acres, sold 19,767 acres, bringing 
£19,926 2s. 3d., making a grand total of lands 
proclaimed of 244,690 acres, sold 20,336 
acres, bringing £23,020 17s. 4d.; and that was 
exclusive of some lands sold at Rockhampton. 
The lands offered for sale under the Act up 
to the second of June last, were as follow:­
\Vest Moreton, town lands proclaimed 3GS 
lots, making 166 acres, sold one lot of half an 
acre, bringing £4 l4s. 3d.; suburban, 9llots 
of 2,013 acres proclaimed, sold three lots of 55 
acres, bringing £5,1, 15s.; country lands pro­
claimed SStl lots of 58,37,.1, acres, sold 13 lots 
of 1,263 acres, bringing £952 Ss. 9d. East 
Moreton, country lands proclaimed S06 lots 
of 29,241 acreil, sold 22 lots of :331 acres, 
bringing £6~0 19s. 4d. \Varwick, town 
lands proclannecl 13S lots of 133 acres, 
sold six lots of six acres, bringing £49 10s ; 
suburban lands proclaimecl 4i lots of 791 
acres, sold six lots of 48 acres, bringing 
£96 14s.; country lands proclaimed S5lots of 
12,002 acres, sold 35 lots of 5,064 acres, 
bringing £3,95ll0s. 3d. Toowoomba, country 
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lands proclaimed 314lots of 27,808 acres, sold 
148 lots of 14,155 acres, bringing £14,155 
19s. 2d. Dalby, country lands proclaimed 
56 lots of 16,1LJ,2 acres; sold none. The totals 
here were 2,790 lots of 146,670 acres pro­
claimed, and 234 lots of 20,922~ acres sold, 
bringing £19,896 10s. 9cl. Such 1>ero the 
results as to the lands that ·11·oro offered for 
sale by auction under the Act. He next 
came to those that were offered for sale by 
selection ; and this part would no doubt 
be interesting to the country. The return 
he was now about to read was a return 
shew·ing the number of applicrctions accepted, 
together with their area and classifications 
up to the 1st August, 1868, umler clauses 
71, 46, and 66 of the Act. The number of 
applications for homestead areas was 140. 
In Brisbane, there 1>ere 49 applications for 
homestead areas, comprising 1,187 acres 
agricultur~.tl, and 2,875 acres pastoral lands; 
Ipswich, 54 applications, 2779 acres agri­
cultura1, and 1,7 45 acres pastoral lands ; 
Toowoomba, 18 a})plications, 1,275 acre~ agri­
cultural lands; Dalby, 1 application, 80 acres 
agricultural land; Maryhorougl1, 7 apppli­
cations, 315 acres agricultural, and 125 
acres pastoral lands; GladstnnP, no appli­
cations ; Rockhampton, 5 applications, 361 
acres agricultural land ; Bowen, 3 applica­
tions, 140 acres agricultural, and 200 acres 
pastoral lands; Townsville, 3 applications, 
240 acres agricultural land ; makin~ a 
total of 140 applications, for 6,377 acres 
agricultural, and 4,95'.t acres pastoral lands. 
Conditional purchases of from one to lOO 
acres; tota1 number of applications 35 for 
127 acres agricultural land, and 1,240 acres 
first-class and 911 acres second-class pastoral 
lands ; from lOO to 200 acres, 18 applications, 
for 995 acres agricultural land, and 530 first­
class and 1,325 second-class pastoral lands; 
from 200 to 500 acres, 29 applications, for 
6,439 acres agricultural land, and 3,286 acres 
second-class pastoral land; from 500 to 1,000 
acres, 42 applications, for 11,182 acre::: agri­
cultural land, and 2,878 acres first-class and 
13,390 acres second-class pastoral lands; 
from 1,000 acres upwards, 27 applications, for 
3,200 acres agricultural land, and 37,568 acres 
first-class and 18,527 ·acres second-class pas­
toral lands ; making a grand total of 114,068 
acres of land agricultural, and first and 
second class pastoral, that had been applied 
for. Since the return 1>as made out, further 
applications had been received by telegram 
for 57,34.3 acres, which brought up the grand 
total to 171,431 acres; and that was exclusive 
of applications under pre-emptive righ. ts. 
The grand total of the applications that h.ad 
been made under the Act, including the pre­
emptions, amounted to 220,000 acres, and the 
20,000 acres sold by auction w-ould ma1re 
240,000 acres. '!.'hat, within three months of 
the Act coming into force, was equivalent to 
a million acres per annum, which was equal 
to the whole of the land alienated slll.ce 
Separation, with the addition of thirty per 

cent. So honorahle members might easily 
understand that he had had his hands pretty 
well full, having to conduct such an amolmt 
of business within a few months. The quan­
tity of land alienated, previous to the passing 
of the Act, was 800,000 acres ; and, if the sale 
continued at the rate at which it was going 
on, there "\YOllid just be one million of acres 
disposed of in tvn?lve months. Including land 
orders there would be a revenue derived, at 
that rate, of about £31,750-that was, if land 
orders were, as formerly, included under the 
head of revenue. But so long as land orders 
and cotton bonus orders continued to be 
received in payment of land purchases, he was 
afraid that the amount that would be received 
in the shape of cash wmud bt> very small 
indeed. He thought he had now disposed, 
and satisfactorily di;; posed, of the charges 
brought against him with reference to the ad­
ministration of the Land Act; and he would 
turn to refer very briefly to the subject of the 
gold fields. The Government had been several 
times attacked ,.ith reference to the want 
of a sufficient road to Gympie ; but, he 
thought, it had been sufficiently proved that 
the Government had clone quite as much for 
the gold fields as could be reasonably ex­
pected of them in the time. He remembered 
the time when the gold fields were first dis­
covered in Victoria, and he would hke that 
honorable members who spoke so much about 
a road to Gympio had seen the streets of 
Melbourne ten months after the gold dis­
coveries. He visited Melbourne about that 
time, and he remembered that it was no un­
common thing to see any number of jack hoots 
sticking in the middle of the streets. They 
could ~ot be pulled out of the mud, and the 
wearers had had to relieve themselves from 
them as best they could, and leave th~m there. 
He remembered, also, that at that tlme there 
was a gentleman there, a gentleman of high 
family, a titled gentleman, employed m 
carrying people, at so much a head, across 
the streetg · such "·as their condition with 
mud about ten months after the gold clis­
coverie'l. He believed it was no exaggera­
tion to say that several people were smothered 
in the mud. He had also visited San Fran­
cisco, and he remembered seeing a place 
where between £20,000 and £30,000 1>0rth of 
merchandise 1ms swallowed up in mud ; 
and he afterwards walked over the spot as 
part of a good roadway. llome was not built 
in a clay, nor were the streets of Melbourne 
brougl1t to their present condition in a day. 
He could tell honorable members that he had 
never seen a gold fiel~ that had prowes~ed so 
much as Gympie had m the short tmw 1t had 
been in existence. Honorable members should 
bear in mind that immediately after the dis­
covery of gold at Gympie, a considerable 
amount of money was expended in the 
making of a road to Maryborough. ;I'hough 
he did not wish to disparage the makmg of a 
road from Gympie to the metropolis, he could 
tell honorable members that what was urged 
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upon hiJ?l during a recent visit to Gympie was 
the makmg of a roacl to Maryborough. There 
was not one man on the diggings that spoke to 
him about a road to Brisl1ane, and, therefore, 
the charge brought against the Government 
on that head was not one arising out of a 
grievance of the community chiefly concerned; 
for it was not a road to Brisbane they wantocl 
but a road to Marybm·ough. 

Mr. DouGLAS said it appeared to him that 
none of the facts put forward by honorable 
members, in support of the charges preferred 
against the Government, were facts, as the 
question was vieVI·ed by the Ministry, who 
had to reply to any particular charge. How­
ever, he had now to make a few remarks 
with regard to some specific matters con­
nected with his own district, to which the 
honorable the JVIinister for Lands had re­
ferred; and that in a >Yay that it was incon­
sistent for a Minister to refer to them. The 
honmable gentleman hacl amply fulfilled his 
part in respect to those matters, by placing a 
notice on the paper fm a committee to inquire 
into the administration of the Ijancl Act. It 
was a piece of folly to attempt now to go 
into that question, for in clealing with it they 
got only some isolated facts that were asserted 
on the one hand ancl clcniecl on the other, 
ancl so time was lost in discussion without 
any result. But he clesirecl to direct the 
attention of lwnorable members to one or 
two facts ; ancl he would, in the first place, 
say that he thought the honorable gentleman 
hacl misrepresented the correspondence he 
had hacl with him on the subject. Knowing 
it was of the greatest importance to some of 
his constituents that there should be a care­
ful division of the land in the district, ancl 
fearing there might be too great haste used, 
he addressed the honorable gentleman on the 
subject, ancl stated his own opinion in the 
letter; but it was an opinion he hacl clerivecl 
from others, ancl both they ancl he touched 
on the thing very lightly. He was not will­
ing to accuse the honorable gentleman of all 
that he hacl been accused of. He was not 
willing to accuse him of corruption ancl in­
capacity; but he must say that the honorable 
gentleman's address, to which honorable 
members bacl just listened, hacl not shewn 
that he was a comuetent Minister-that he 
was cnmpetent to administer a difficult Act, 
ancl one Vl'hich he hacl but a small share in 
framing. The honorable gentleman resumed 
some lands in the district of the Eastern 
Downs, aucl he clicl so against his advice and 
opinions-opinions which, as he hacl already 
observed, were formed on the opinions of 
others resident in the district. He hacl 
no need, therefore, to be astonished at the 
charges that were brought against the 
honorable gentleman from other quarters. 
But the charges brought against the honor­
able member by him were small compared to 
those that might be brought against him. 
The honorable gentleman was charged with 
having played into the hands of the capi-

~ . 

talists ; and the tenor of his remarks would 
lead anyone to believe that he hacl clone so, 
but that he hacl failed. The tenor of the 
honorable gentleman's remarks was, that he 
had obtained but a small portion of their 
money from the capitalists. The honorable 
gentleman, in the course of his speech, quoted 
a remark of the honorablc member for Rock­
hampton at the close of last session, about 
putting up the lands to auction, in justifica­
tion of the course he hacl since pursued. 
N OVI", hacl the honorablc gentleman put up 
all the land for sale that w~s likely to sell P­
anel had he put up any portion of the 340,000 
acres in the Darling Downs that were sur­
veyed for sale before he took office? 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: Yes. 
Mr. DouGLAS : If he hacl clone so, he must 

have put up very little of it. Had the horror­
able gentleman taken any care to survey lands 
that would have been sold for cash? No. But 
what hacl he clone instead? He put up large 
quantities of land that he knew would not be 
bought, ancl that, he averred, justified him in 
doing as he hacl clone-in setting aside the 
strict literal interpretation of the Act. He 
did not exorcise his judgment to put forward 
such lands as he knevr would sell, but he put 
up lands that he knew would not sell-that 
would not bring the price at which they were 
oiferocl ; ancl when the land clicl not bring the 
ups('t price, he put it up for selection, to keep 
it, as he said, from the grasp of the sq~atter. 
The administration of the Act, accorclmg to 
the spirit of the Act, would have yielded a 
large revenue ; ancl he maintained that the 
Act hacl failed in doing so through the c_ou~se 
pursued by the honorable gentleman ID: Its 
administration. "\Yith respect to the Savmgs 
Bank question, the honorable the Minister 
for Public Works hacl informed the House 
that the Government might have been brought 
to a stand-still, had canitalists ancl bank cor­
porations been allo>\~ecl to deposit large 
amounts in the Savings Bank, and which 
amounts they might withdraw at any mo­
ment. But that argument hacl been fully 
replied to. The Government could have 
prevented the banks from doing so ; ancl they 
could have passed a regulation, to the effect 
that deposits over five hunclrecl pouncls could 
not be suddenly withdrawn. But if the banks 
knew they hacl a strong Government to deal 
with, they would not dare to clo so ; for the 
Government hacl a stronger power over the 
banks than they seemed to think they hacl. 
If the Government chose to act with resolu­
tion, the banks would not dare to do anything 
that would embarrass them; for the banks 
knew very well that the ~overnm_ent co_uld 
compel them to give up their note mrculatwn. 
"\Vas it not a fact that it was to the 
Government that the banks were indebted 
for their note circulation. He remembered 
when the Savings Bank Act was first brought 
in. The honorable gentleman, Mr. Herbert, 
who was then at the head of the Government, 
took a great deal of trouble in respect to it1 
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As the Act originally stood, the Government 
was limited to receiving deposits not exceed­
ing two hundred pounds; and it was on the 
direct understanding that the bank should be 
made the origin of a Government bank of 
deposit that the limitation clause was struck 
out. But further than that, he could a~sure 
the House that he knew of several instances, 
both of persons and of corporations, who were 
anxious to withdraw their money from the 
public banks and place them as permanent 
deposits in the Govemment Bank. Certainly 
the sums were smaller than those mentioned 
by the honorable the Colonial Secretary; but 
still they were large amounts of five hundred 
pounds and a thousand pounds. He knew 
that money would have come from Syclney 
itself to be deposited in the Savings Bank 
here, the depositors preferring the security 
offered by a Government institution to the 
security of ordinary means of investment, even 
with a higher rate of interest. And yet the 
Government had recklessly paid away eight 
per cent. upon money they had had to borrow, 
where they might have had all they required 
at five per cent. 

The CoLONIAL TREaSURER : Whatever 
might be the arrangements with the bank, 
the Government had not borrowed the money, 
nor had they paid interest at eight per cent. 

Mr. DouGLas : If that was the case, vYhat 
was the meaning of the paper that had been 
laid on the table of the House to the effect 
that the Govemment had done so. If what 
the honorable the Colonial Treasurer now 
stated was true, it followed that there could 
be no overdraft. However, it was neither 
that nor the administration of the Land Act, 
nor the road to Gympie, that separately, or 
even collectively, made up the question the 
House had now to. deal with. The question 
was simply that neither the House nor the 
country had any longer confidence in the 
present Government. Honorable members 
had been in contact with the people from 
whom they derived their places here ; had 
felt their pulses, and knew what they thought 
of the Ministry; and they now came to tell 
the Ministry what opinion the people helcl 
respecting them. It might be impossible for 
honorable members, on the Opposition side 
of the House, to establish all the charges 
that had been brought against the lHinistry ; 
and the only way in which it would be 
possible to establish them would be by 
obtaining their places. That was the only 
way in which it might be possible to find out 
what the Ministry had been doing. Now, it 
was generally felt that the present Ministry 
had misgoverned the country. Every 
syllable that was whispered led to that con­
clusion. But the Government eoulcl not be 
indicted as criminals and proceeded against 
with charges that must be sustained by con­
clusive evidence satisfactory to a legal 
tribunal. It was sufficient that the people 
were not satisfied with the Govemment. 
The Government might possess tact, but they 

must also possess a feeling of sympathy with 
the people they governed ; and unless that 
feeling of sympathy, "11~hich they felt in the 
people, re-acted from them on the people, they 
wore unworthy of the position of holding the 
reins of Government. 

Mr. CLARK said he considered it was clue 
to. the House that he should explain the 
course he proposed to pursue in respcd to 
the question before it; and to tell the Govern­
ment at once that he could not support them ; 
and he would also tell them the reason why. 
At the same time he did not sympathise with 
the Opposition in the course which t~ey h.acl 
pursued. He did not at all sympathise with 
them in saying that, in pursuing the course 
they had adopted, they were not bound to 
make specific charges, and to support them. 
He considered that it not only rested wi~h 
the Opposition to say that the Government ch~l 
not possess the confidence of the country, If 
such was their opinion, but also to shew in what 
way they considered the Government did not 
possess the confidence of the country. Now, 
he believed, he would be able to show why 
the present Ministry clicl not possess his con­
fidence, and could not possess the confidence 
of anyone who represented the part of the 
country that he repre,;cnted. He might state 
that he did not come clown here prepared to 
support a great many of the charges 'i\ hich, 
he believed, he could bring against the hon­
orable the MiniE,ter for Lanck Nor did he 
come do"\\~n prepared to support the amend­
ment that had been proposed on the address, 
for he did not know that such a propo.sition 
was to be made ; and he did not know that 
he should be the only one that might be called 
upon to make specific charges in regard to 
the administration of the Land Act. If he 
had been in possession of many of the docu­
ments he had given notice of moving for, he 
would have been in a position to make those 
cliarges, and to support them. But there 
were some things which he could state suffi­
ciently from memory, and could prove from 
memory, that had been clone by the honorable 
the Minister for Lands,-he would not say 
purposely, or from a dishonest intention, for 
he believed that honorable gentleman to be 
as honest a man as there was in the colony. 
He must say, however, that he cliclnot think 
the present Minister for Lands possessed 
that amount of ability that was necessary fer 
the proper administration of the Land Act. 
But, further than that, he thought the horror­
able gentleman had aetecl illegally in rcsp.ect 
to the issuing of a proclamation reservmg 
certain lands for sale by selection after they 
had passed auction. VVhat dicl the honorable 
gentleman do? He advertised certain lands 
for sale by auction, and they were p~t up at 
auction. They were passed at auctwn, and, 
after that, according to the ninety-sixth and 
ninety-seventy clauses of the Act, the,r •:ere 
open to selection at once, at fifteen shillmgs 
an acre. Now, what did the honorable gentle­
man do. He proclaimed the land as open to 
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selection at fifteen shillings an acre with 
clefPcredjJayments. Now, that, he maintained, 
was distinctly illegal. The honorablc gentle­
man no•~ btated that he was justified in doing 
that, by nw whole spirit and intention of the 
Act; ber:tu-:e he held it was never intended that 
one man >hould have the power of placing 
lands in tlut position that they could not be 
sold. He also stated that if a :\i(inister acted 
according to the letter of the Act, he could 
put U}J the half of a run for sale, and that, 
when it passed the auction, as the honorable 
gentleman held it would for the want of a 
purclmsor of so large a block, it would be 
impossible to obtr,in its alienation, as no one 
would be able to purchase it by selection ; 
and, therefore, it would be secured to the use 
of the squatter for ever. But what did the 
Act say ; and that was what they had to do 
with. It stated that when once the land had 
passed at auction, the Minister had no right 
to deal with it at all, but that it should 
r0main open to purch[Lse by selection at the 
upset price. But he would follow that up by 
another question ; and he would ask the 
honorable the Minister for Public Lands if 
he had reserved for sale, by [LUction, all the 
lands recommended to him for reservation 
by the lands commissioner for the D[Lrling 
Downs district P Had the commissioner for 
that district recommended certain lands to be 
reserved for selection ; and had the Minister 
for Public Lands allowed them to be selected, 
or rather had he proclaimed them open for 
selection P Now, he would bring another 
charge against the honorable member. It 
was a simple matter, but it must be remem­
bered that it was those simple matters that 
the public felt. He would ask the honorable 
gentleman in wh[Lt way had he worked the 
pro-squatting clauses of the Act ? When 
the Bill was under discussion, the question 
aroGe as to how the runs would be got at 
within twelve months. The lessees of pas­
toral lands had to get twelve months' notice 
given to them ; and unless they came under 
the operation of the Act they could keep 
their runs complete for twelve months after 
the passing of the Act, ancl consequently for 
that time no lands could be resumed for sale. 
The House accordinglv inserted clause 40, in 
order to induce pastoral tenants to come 
under the Act; and what did that clause say? 
It said this :-

"40. At the expimtion of two months from the 
passing of this Act all lands within rail way 
reserves wl1ich as such are to be excluded from 
the part leased to the pastoral tenant and counted 
as part of the resumed half on the subdivision of 
any run as [Llso the country land in the township 
reserves as well as all land in the reserves made or 
proclaimed under the 'Agricultural Reserves Act 
of 1863 ' shall till otherwise classified be deemed 
and taken to be agricultural land and shall as 
such be open to selection by conditional purchasers 
or sale by auction as hereinafter provided Pro­
vided [Llways that the commissioner shall not ac 
any time have the power to classify any l[Lncl in 

such railway or township reserve as second-class 
pastoral land Provided also that [Lnything in this 
Act to the contrarv notwithstanding the lessee 
shall be entitled to ·the lease of half his run for 
ten years under the provisions of this Act even if 
the same or any portion of the same shall be 
included in any agricultural reserve." 
And what did the next clause say? He 
would read it :-

" 41. Previous to [Lny land being open to selec­
tion under this Act except as mentioned in the 
preceding clause notification of its boundaries ancl 
the day from and after which it shall be open 
shall be given at least one month prior thereto by 
proclama,tion in the Government -Gazette and 
neare,;t local newspaper Provided that the Gov­
ernor may withdraw from selection any land for 
the purpose of surv<'y with a view to its being 
brought forward for sale as surveyed lots-'' 
Now, he would mention some cases, and leave 
the honorable the Minister for Lands to deal 
with them. He had read the clauses, and 
now he would state the facts of some cases in 
which he was concerned. The honorable 
gentleman, of course, framed regulations which 
were sent to the commissioner, and those 
regulations could be amended, as instances 
occurred showing a necessity for it. The 
honorable gentleman also advertised large 
quantities of land for S[Lle by [Luction, and in 
advertising those lands, he reserved them for 
selection after they had p[Lssed at auction. 
Now, to his knowledge, the honorable gentle­
did not reserve any other lands for sale by 
selection except those that h[Ld passed at 
auction. 'Yell, he know some parties who 
made application for some of the lands that 
were reserved for selection in that way. They 
sent in their applications, and these applica­
tions were for surveyed lands; but their 
applications were refuood, on the ground 
that they were reserved lands. Now, he 
believed that those persons could go to the 
Supreme Court, and demand that the land 
they applied for should be given to them. 
He himself had written to the honorable 
Secretary for Public Lands, stating that the 
farmers of W ar"-ick-he spoke of his own 
district only-did not want to go ancl select 
land forty or fifty miles from their home­
steads,-that they would rather have fifty 
acres round their own places than one hun­
dred and fifty elsewhere. l-Ie had also drawn 
the attention of the honorable member to the 
fact that there was land there which had 
been smveyed and had never been put up to 
auction, and had requested him to allow cer­
tain persons to select it, which he contended 
they ought to have been allowed to do without 
applying to the Minister. He had received a 
telegram from the J\finister, not answering 
his letter, but stating that the land would be 
thrown open on such a day in July ; and th[Lt, 
if he wanted further information, he could 
get it from the commissioner or land agent. 
He came to the conclusion that the Secretary 
for Public Lands did not fully understand what 
he was doing; and he went to the commis-
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sioner, and asked him if he know any land to 
be open for selection in the month of July, 
and whether ho had any instructions on the 
subject, and he said "no." He ·waited until 
the time stated, and there being no land open 
for selection, he wrote again to the Minister, 
and told him that the land he alluded to could 
not be the same a~ that to whirh he (Mr. Clark) 
had referred. 'That was not a matter of great 
moment, but it shewed that the Secretary for 
Lands was not up to his worlr. He felt loth 
to say a word against that honorable gentle­
man, for whom he had the greatest respect, 
but he must state the truth. He had no 
doubt he should be accused of great ingrati­
tude for what he had said; because, in the 
public vrints, he had been accused of having 
been allowed to talre up land as that honor­
able member's thick-and-thin supporter. The 
fact was, and he said it not to defend himself, 
but to prove the charge he was going to 
make, he took up 580 acres of surveyed land 
in the railway reserve. He made application 
for it, although he had been told that there 
was no surveyed land open for selection, 
because he knew that under clause forty 
there was. His application was accepted. 
He then recommended a gentleman near him 
to make a similar application, which was 
also accepted. He presumed they were both 
passed, as he heard nothing further about it. 
He then went to several of his constituents, 
and told them that he had tried the question; 
that his application had been passed ; and 
that he would write out applications for 
them for surveyed land, which he did in 
several instances, and drew out the plans. 
All these applications were rejected. He 
wanted to know why one should be ac­
cepted and the oth_er refused. He would 
mention another instance which occurred 
also in connection with the Secretary for 
Lands. He could not say by "·hat mo­
tive the honorable member had been actu­
ated ; but one court day in Warwick, out 
of thirty-three applications under the pre­
emptive right, which, as long as the regula­
tions as to frontages and so on were complied 
with, were perfectly legal, thirty were rejected. 
The commissioner said he had been instructed 
by telegram from the Secretary for Lands 
not to accept any application in the railway 
or agricultural reserves e~cept for agricul­
tural land. Now, was it likely that such 
mistakes as these could be made by anyone 
who understood the working of the Act ? 
These were not charges of a very grave 
character, but he did not think they could be 
disproved. He would also ask the honorable 
Secretary for Lands one question. He saw 
something in the Opening Speech about 
500,000 acres in the Darling Downs being 
open for selection. He had seen in the 
Gazette the conditions under which such 
lands should be thrown open. N mv, he 
would ask the honorable gentleman whether 
all the land agents were furnished with maps 
for the use of selectors, so th11t the latter 

might know the situation of the land they 
sought to take up? or, whether the public 
were left to find out for themselves which 
side of the line it was, and also whether one 
month's notice had been published in every 
case P If the correspondence he had asked 
for had been produced, he should have been 
able to go more fully into the case, and shew 
how far the conditions had been complied 
with; but he knew that in some instances, at 
any rate, the land agents had not been sup­
plied with charts. He did not accuse the 
honorablo Secretary for I,ands of anything 
beyond r,n error of judgment; but in a 
question of such importance an error of 
judgment was fatal. Then, again, the House 
had been told by some member of the 
Government, he believed by the Premier, 
that the Act V\aS almost unworkable. If 
that were the opinion of the Government, 
how was it that some reference to it was not 
made in the Speech from the Throne, to the 
effect that certain alterations were necessary P 
Honorable members were all aware of the 
peculiar circumstances under which it was 
introduced. He blamed no ono for the 
defects in the Act ; but knowing them. to exist, 
he thought it was the duty of the Ministr,r, 
if it could be amended, to point out how 1t 
r.,)uld be done ; and he could only add that if 
the Minister for Lands hacl been prepared to 
take that course, it would have greatly 
strengthened his position. He had made 
only distinct and definite charges, and if the 
Government could not answer them satis­
factorily, he should consider that he had 
she'1 n good grounds for not having confidence 
in the Minister for Lands. He had only 
one other point to refer to, and t~at 
was in reference to the proposed meeting 
in June. It was quite true that he 
was the member who requested the Gov­
ernment to say Vlhen they would meet, and 
he had certainly distinctly understood from 
the Premier's reply that Parliament would 
be called together in J uno. He believed 
every member of the House understood it as 
a distinct pledge to that effect; and he affirmed 
that the Government could show no good 
reason why the meeting should not have 
taken place then, and, if it had, honorable 
members would now be going home. He 
had a few words to say in connection with 
the address in reply. Upon reading it 
through he had come across three words, 
which, if carried into effect, would be the 
ruin of the district he represented. ~e 
referred to the proposal to stop the extenswn 
of theW arwick line to Allora. If that were 
done the town of W an>ick would be ruined; 
there could be no doubt of it. All the N t'W 
England traffic, which was one of the great 
inducements to go on with the line, would be 
lost. He spoke from a personal knowledge 
of the country; and he must condemn the 
policy of a Government who cou~d carry a 
railway sixty miles, and then clec~me to p~·o­
ceecl with it another twelve m1les, whtch 
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would make it pay-the said twelve miles 
being the very vvorst part of the road for 
teams. It would have been better policy for 
the Government to have said last session that 
they dicl not believe in the ""Warwick railway 
at any price, and to have stopped it then, 
than to leave it in an unfinished state, ·with 
an embankment here and a bridge there. 
He thought he had now fully shown his rea­
sons for the course he had taken. He con­
sidered that the Government had committed 
a breach of faith in stopping that railway. 
He did not say that he hacl received any dis­
tinct pledge that it should be continued to 
Allora ; but he had ahmys been told that it 
was progre;sing; and the paragraph he had 
seen in the Opening Speech was the first 
intimation he had rocei>ed that it vms to be 
stopped. He had only ono more remark to 
make. It would probably be said that the 
fate of this debate rested with him; if the 
Ministry were in a minority, the onus would 
be upon him. But, he would ask, ·where wus 
the honorable member for ~i[aryborough, the 
honorable members for Dalby ancl \Y estorn 
Downs, the honorablo member for Ipswich­
where were they ? If those honorable mem­
bers had been preo~ent, he should not, per­
Imps, have had such painful duty to perform. 
He affirmed that the fate of the debate rested 
with those honorable members, and not ~>ith 
him. He had come down to the Home to 
do his duty, irrespective of any private fePl­
ings to whatever side they might lean. He 
did not intend to support the Government, 
and he would now state openlY that it was 
not his intention to vote at all. · 

Mr. MILES said that, as the only real 
charges brought against the Go< ernmcnt had 
been brought by the honorable member who 
had just spoken, he would rise for the pur­
pose of moving the adjournment of the 
debate. It was not his intention to advise 
the Govel'!mlent to go to a division that even­
ing; but as the only tangible charges had 
just been preferred by the honomble member 
for vVarwick, he thought the Go>'ernment 
ought to have time to consider them. He, 
therefore, mowd the adjournment of the 
debate until Tuesday next. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS said 
he was glad he had been afforded an oppor­
tunity of replying to the honorable member 
for Warwick. That honorable member had 
spoken very much like a disappointed man, 
but he would not enter into that. He would 
confine himself entirely to the points touched 
upon by the honorable member. He had 
stated that he (the Secretary for Public 
Lands) had no right to bring forward at 
auction r.ny lands in the railway reserves. 
Now, if honorable members would call to 
mind the debate on the Land Act, they 
would recollect that it was stated, over and 
.over again, that that land was some of the 
best, ancl ought to be put up at auction. 
The honorable member had stated that he 
(the Secretary for Public Lands) was prc-

eluded from bringing forward any of that 
land by the fortieth clause of the Act. He 
had also quoted the Act to shew that one 
month's notice in the Government Gazette 
must be given. But the proYiso shewed that 
the month's notice \Yl1S not necessary, as the 
land could be at once selected. Then it went 
on to say-

" Provided the Government may withdraw 
from selection any land for the purpose of survey 
with a view to its being brought forward for sale 
as surveyed lots." 

He contenclecl. that that applied to both 
descriptions of land. Honorable members 
would recollect, that it was never intended, 
all through the debate, to ·withhold the rail­
way reserves from sale by auction. f'he 
Government had full power to sell porlwns 
of tho:,'e reRerves ; and he contcnclccl that, 
under the forty -first clause, he was cm­
powered to deal with them. Then, ~1c had 
been accused, by the honorable member for 
\Varwick, of accepting his application for 
land in the rail way reserve, and rejecting 
other applications of a similar charact~r. 
'L'hat arose in this way,-that other partw; 
mio-ht :LpiJly for their pre-emptive rights as a 
pr:ferent claim. The lessee might arply for 
his 5,640 acres, and thnt was O]Wll for selec­
tion afterwards, vYhile other applic:mts could 
only take up 640 acres. Therefore, if a pe~·­
son ttppliecl for first-class pastoral lcmcl, lns 
applictttion was rejected ; because the Act 
stated that no applications could_be recf'ive~, 
except for agricultural lands, unt1l the classl­
fication had taken place. Th!Lt excluded the 
general public from applying for more _tlum 
640 acres until the land had been class1ficcl. 
The Act distinctly stated that this land 
should be subject to classification as .to 
quality-as to quantity, there were no restriC­
tions. Other persons, seeing the lessee tal~­
ing up a large quantity of land under lns 
11re-emptiye right, thought they had as muc~1 
right to a:pply for lM"ge areas. Some appli­
cations for ,-ery large areas of land, in those 
railway reserves, were put in, and he had 
refused to confirm them; because, he main­
tained, that no one could apply for more than 
640 acres of first-class pastoral land except 
the lessee, who was not restricted as to 
quantity. As soon as he received tho~e ~ppli­
cations, he telegraphed to the comnnss10l~cr, 
and told him he did not think he was actmg 
rio-ht.ly, and the commi;,;ioncr had taken this 
to"' mean that the applicants for land under 
th0 prc-emptive regulationd were not entitled, 
which was wrong. That was how the honor­
able member fm'; Warwick's application was 
authorised. It was a mi,,takc of the com­
missioner. He (the Secretary for Public 
Lands) had argued that no applications could 
be received until after classification, except 
for agricultmal lands. Another charge pr~­
fen·ed auainst him was that he had not pmd 
any atte~tion to the rccommenclations of the 
commiosioncr of agricultural rescnes. That 
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he denied. There were something like 130,000 
acres which he had reserved to be brought 
forward for sale by auction. There had been 
some cases w·here he had not confirmed the 
recommendations of the commissioner, be­
cause he thought too much water frontage 
was given, and for other reasons, which he 
was prepared to explain. Then, again, with 
reference to the charge that the land agents 
were not sn1Jplied with maps of the land, all 
he could say was that he had given positive 
orders that copies of all plans and charts 
should be exhibited at every land agent's 
office; and when the commissioner had in­
formed him that his duties would not allow 
him to prepare those plans, he had given him 
1;crmission to employ a draughtsman. If 
tltose plans had not been exhibited, it was a 
neglect of duty, and he was prepared to make 
the officBrs account for it. He had paid the 
greatest attention to that matter, and the laud 
agent in Brisbane was, he knew, furnished 
·with a very good chart. Another charge had 
been brought against him by the honorablo 
member for vVarwick, in reference t,) certain 
lands which he wanted to take up. He (the 
Secretary for Public Land;-) had written to 
the Surveyor-General on the subject, who 
stated that there were some 300,000 or 400,000 
acres in the neighborlwod of Warwick, the 
titles to which wor,, in some confusion. 
Several parties had hold the se lands under 
the six-penny conditions, and he believed they 
would be found to be forfeited. But as they 
lmcl not b0en formally forfeited, he was unable 
to bring them forward. Some pcrwns had 
intentionally rvfminod fJ.·om C"i.mrplying with 
ihe condition8, in order that the lands might 
be brought fon;·ard for sale ; and he believed 
that was the case with regard to the lands 
about 1rhich the honorable 'member for I;Var­
wick seemed to be aggrievt•cl. At all events, 
he (the Secretary for Public J_,ancls) had 
given instructions to the Umle1· Secretarv for 
Lands to ask: him what lands he rcfern:'d to, 
that he might go into "the case. He did not 
know IYhat lan~1s they were, and the honor­
alJle member had only alluded to them in a 
general way as some lands near Warwick. 
He ~hought he had explained that charge, 
and m reference to the charge of not having 
reserved any lands for sale by auction, he 
must deny it; and if he had not confirmed all 
the recommendations made to him, he had 
had good grounds for rejecting them. 

Mr. LILLEY said h8 hacl not intended to 
speak at all during this debate, and he did 
not intend to prolong it, as the result must be 
apparent to all-the Ministry would be in a 
minority. He thought the observati0ns made 
by the Secretary for .Public Lands would go far 
to convince the public that the course taken by 
the Opposition in this debate was a correct 
one. Un the one hand, they had heard state­
mPnt~ made, and on the other denied ; and 
what possible advantage could be derived by 
any attem]Jt to settle these details in the 
Ho:1se? When every assertion was flatly 

denied, there could be but one course to pur­
sue in order to arrive at a decision, and that 
would be to call witnesses to the bar of the 
House, in order to put the Ministry on their 
trial ; a course unprecedented in history, and 
not to be justit;ed by any constitutional pre­
cedent. The Opposition had taken the 
proper constitutional course. The .Ministers 
were the servants of the House, and their 
masters told them that they did not like 
them. There was common sense, as well as 
constitutional law. He had assisted largely 
in the compobition of the present Land Act, 
and his honorable friends the members for 
Rockhampton and Kennedy, as well as the 
honorable member for Warwick, hacl also 
greatly intere~Jted themselves in it. The 
honorable member for vV arwick had, to some 
extent, justified the pledge he gave at the 
time that Act was passed. He (Mr. Lilley) 
remembered well his words-" he felt a fear 
of it." It was described as an experiment; 
and the honorable member entertained a fear 
of the man in whose hands it was to be placed 
durincr the recess. The public voice had 
sheWI'f that that fear was just; and the horror­
able member was perfectly justified in declar­
ing that the management of that Act by tl:e 
present Ministry had caused the loss of Ius 
confidence. He (Mr. Lilley) had also felt a 
similar apprehension, and he was in a position 
to di:sclose certain facts to shew tha; that 
apprehension was not a groundless one. 
vVhen the public had been forced to resort 
to the Supreme Court of the colony to 
enforce the provisions of that Act, he thought 
it was time to affirm thrct its administration 
had been faulty. He could adduce many 
instanc<"S where persons who were entitled to 
land were compelled to have recourse to the 
Supreme Court, and did not get it even then. 
He had continued to feel that fear ; and he 
must say he should like to see the adminis­
tration of that Act, which was not so bad a 
one as it was said to be, entrusted to oti1cr 
hands, which he believed it would be-in the 
lmnds of men who would give it an honest 
trial; for now, he maintained, it would be 
impossible to go back in the land policy 
of the colony. It was not consistent with 
common sense that a land agent should re­
ceive one application for _land a~d reject 
another. It was not cons1stent ;nth law or 
with the spirit of the Act; and it was idle for 
the Government, through the Attorney­
General, to attempt to defend their action upon 
technical grounds. One instance had been 
quoted, and therP were others of a similar. 
character, which proved that there was no 
honest desire on the part of the Government 
to administer the Act as it was intended to 
be. It was no use to be mealy-mouthecl in 
such a case. The eyes of the public were 
opened, and, to use a somewhat vulgar 
phrase, the " gaff was blown ; " ~ncl _he mal~­
tained that, in view of the pubhc 41~trust m 
the present Ministry, the Oppos1t10n had 
taken a proper course. \Vhat had been the 
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conduct of the Government during the last 
session? With the exception of the Minister 
for Public Lands, who appeared never to 
have unclcrstoocl the Act, or never to have 
intended to administer it honestly, which mein­
ber of the Government had taken any part in 
framing it P The honorable Attorney-General 
had frankly declared that he did not under­
stand it-that he was in a fog concerning it. 
Not ono of the Ministers appeared to have 
taken the trouble to read it up and under­
stand it. There were four men who could 
not be called a IVlinistry, who were placed in 
a corner and told to be good boys ; while the 
House undertook to worry the tancl Bill-he 
believed that ·was the term made· use of last 
session. The House had a right to expect 
that the Ministry would try to unclerotancl 
and honestly to administer the Land Bill, and 
the House were about to declare that the 
Ministry had not done so. Ho must confess 
that he had watched the administration of 
that Act with considerable anxiety. Honor­
able members would do him the justice to 
say that he had shewn that anxiety when he 
had framed those penal clames. He hncl 
only asked to have it faithfully and honestly 
carried out. It might havt> led to eifects of 
which he had not dreamed, but still he 
·wished to sec ~t faithfully administered; and 
he should have wished to see the Govern­
ment remain in office if they had clone so. 
But when these several acts of maladminis­
tration came to his knovrledgc, he must con­
fess he felt a fear that he had been a party to 
the infliction of an injury to the country. 
After what he had seen, he was compelled 
to give his vote for the amendment, not 
because of any chance of taking office in 
any future Ministry, but because he felt 
that the present Go-vernment had not dis­
charged their duty to the country. Some of 
the arguments employed by the honorable 
members on the Ministerial benches had 
been ~ost amusing. It had been stated, 
that smce the occupancy of office by those 
honorablc gentlemen, the Queensland deben­
tures had increased in value. Honorable 
members could -very well imagine the news 
reaching England, and caucing the most 
thrilling anxiety in London circles, " Haye 
you heard of the change of Ministry in 
Queensland P " " Are there any debentures 
for sale? Why, Mackenzie is Prime Minister." 
Up would go the securities at once. "Are 
there any securities in the market ; Pring is 
Attorney-General?" Again they would rise; 
but when the fact was known in those dis­
tinguished and select circles, that the Ministry 
was graced by the suavity and amenity of 
the present Colonial Secretary, there would 
be a perfect rush for debentures, and up they 
would go again ; and when it transpired that 
Lamb was Minister for Lands, the securities 
would reach the very climax. And the 
disaster would be terrible when they heard 
in England that l'.fackenzie and Co. were 
gone. Down would go the debentures at 

once ; there would no longer be a den;mnd for 
them, there could be no doubt of It ; and, 
therefore, when the honorable member ad­
vanced as an argument the rise in the value of 
debentures, he must have been laughing in his 
sleeve. There might be some one on the other 
side of the House gentle or simple enough to 
believe it, but he did not fancy the honorable 
member credited it himself. The taxation of 
the eountr-v was very great for its population, 
and that ~as the test by which capitalists 
judged a colony. But, while they knew the 
extent of its taxation, they knew also the vast 
and expansiYe nature of its resomcc~; they 
knew that the colony was young, and they 
safely ventured to lend money u_pon the 
securities she oifered to them, whwh they 
would not lend to an older community. '\Vith 
regard to the Land Act, he must sa.y that ~e 
should like to sec it thoroughly tried. He 
did not say it was a perfect measure, and h_e 
should like to have seen in the Opening SpeecfJ. 
some suggestion of an intention to ::mend It 
in its details. In its broad principles, he 
lJeliovcd the Act 1ms a good one. He thought 
the several arguments which had been urged 
by honorable m~mbcrs on the Government 
benches had been refuted one by one by 
honorable members on his side of the House. 
A good deal had been said about the manner 
in whi.ch the Opposition had introduced the 
amendment, and the Government wanted to 
persuade honorable members that they ought 
to have waited until there was a full House. 
vVhy, in the British Houses of Parliament, 
the-v never waited for a full House. If 
hoil'orablc members, after repeated delays, and 
after having recei-ved due notice, did not 
present themselves, why the House must pro­
ceed with the business of the country. And 
when the Government asked honorable mem­
bers to trust them, and to wait for a full 
House, they must have thought them unusu­
ally sinmle. They reminded him of the story 
of the ;tudent who had sold himself to a 
certain old gentleman,,. but who had a ~xed 
time allotted him befOJril the bond he had giYen 
became clue. The period expired, and his 
satanic majesty appcarecl to claim his -v~cti1~. 
The solitary candlP in the room was burnmg m 
the socket. " Give me a little more time," said 
the student, " only till the candle is burned 
out." His majesty agreed to do so, upon 
which the student blew out the candle ancl 
put the end into his pocket. To wait until 
there was a full House would be much the 
same thing. He believed that if the Ministry 
could avoid it, there would never be a full 
House. The Onposition had taken the proper 
com'Be, ancl th~- country was uneasy under the 
present Goycrnment. ("No, no.") He main­
tainecl that it was. The country did not trust 
eyen the honorablc Attornev-General, that was 
to bay, in the administration of the Land Act; 
with his own department he (Mr.LilleJ) would 
trust him most freely. But the House was 
not then dealing with any professional de­
partment, but with the general })Olicy of 
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the country; and he would ask honorable 
members whether they could leave the House 
for another twelve months, and safely entrust 
the administration of the Land Act to the 
present Ministry ? 

The question was put, and J\fr. SPEAKER 
was declaring the voices, when 

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL rose (being greeted 
with cries of " Spoke, spoke," and " Question, 
qu<'stion"), and claimed that he Tras on his 
legs before the Speaker had declared the 
decision of the House. However, he should 
leave it to the Speaker to decide. 

The SPEAKER : I must saY, I did not see the 
honorable the Attorney-Gc'ncral. But, there 
is an instance of the same kind in " Mar's 
Parliamentary Practice," where a member clid 
not catch the Speaker's eye until after the 
question was fully put; and the House imme­
diately said that the member should be heard. 
The matter is in the hands of the House. 

The question of adjournment was put, and 
resolved in the negative. 

:Mr. Ji1YLNE moved-
1'hat this debate be now ac1jomned. 

The SPEAKER said he could not receive 
that motion. It had just been decided in the 
negative. 

.Mr. MYLNE moved-
1'hat this House do now adjourn. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL seconded the 
motion, and said he thought it would have 
been as well if the House had accorded to 
him the courtesy of hearing him on the 
previous motion. Doubtless, the Speaker ·was 
perfectly 0orrect in the ruling he had given, 
that he (the Attorney-General) was too late in 
rising to addre6s the House ; and he ha<l 
very properly put it that the rules of a 
higher House than this had allowed a membe:r 
to be heard after the question was put. H c 
certainly could not sec why the House should 
be afr;tid of him. He might think they had 
treated him with very little respect, bet~~<'luse 
his arguments were not worth much ; for he 
had convinced no honorable member, OT 

influenced him to change sicleo:. However, the 
sentiments and opinions he expressed in the 
House were entirely from conviction, and must 
be taken for what they were worth, whether 
good or bad. He had heard, to-night, that 
the tactics of the Opposition were, that they 
would not get up to speak, till they got 
Pring up ; and the honorable and learned 
member for Fortitude Valley had remarked 
of him that he was a very good lawyer-but 
the honorablo member had stopped there. 
Ho could not exactly agree with some of the 
remarks of the honorable member. He 
wished further, without protracting the de­
bate, to take exception to bome remarks 
which had been made dming its progress, 
and which ought to be answered. He had 
listened with considerable respect to the 
speeches of the honorable member for Ips­
wich, lYir. J\Iacalister, aucl the lwnomble 
member for Warwick. vVith regard to the 

generalities dealt in by the first-mentioned 
honorable member, and by other prominent 
members on the Opposition side ofthe House, 
he thought he was safe in saying that any 
impartial tribunal would come to the conclu­
sion that a case had not been made out. If 
the leader of the Opposit.ion could not ma~e 
out his case, ·why, then, It must he weak ill 
the extreme. The honorallle member for 
Eastern Downs had stated that the charges 
made against the Government could not be 
proved, ancl that the refutation of the 
Goyernment 'lras ineffective. He (the Attor­
ney-General) joined issue with the hon?rable 
member there; becau~e charges made vntll<;mt 
a probability of obtaining a proper founclalwn 
to substantiate them could not be refuted, as 
there was nothinu· reauirin"' refutation, and 
therefore the refutatio~ could not be ineffec­
tive. '!_'he Government must be in possession 
of facts which the Opposition coulclnot know 
anythin"' of, as to the working of the Land 
Act ; mfd, when they absolutely denied tho 
correctne:;s of the assertions made on the 
other side, he dicl not think he was saying too 
much in demanding that the Government 
should be accorded the greatest amount of 
credit. He maintained that the further the 
debate proceeded, the stronger wa.s t~e posi­
tion of the Government; and, If It were 
regarded fairly, and in a true political sense, 
as far as he could understand, or could gather 
from the suecches made, it 1Yas simply an 
attack and ~ defence--there was no e"l'idence. 
It was for the interest of the colony that a 
Government should be in existence-that the 
Government in existence should possess the 
confidence of the people. In his opinion, 
there should be a fair trial given. He clid not 
think the people of Queensland would endorse 
such a line of attack as had been made on the 
Gov>ernment. Ho could not conceive that 
they as a body wished to .be kicked. about like 
a football, without knowillg anythmg of the 
affairs of the country frc:m those ~,h_o wis!-ted 
to bring about a change ill the adnnmstratwn. 
They could not wish for such a change ~pon 
a debate in which no information of a rehable 
character was afforded to them. He believed 
that if the Government were foolish enough 
to vacate their seats ancl allow another Nlinis­
try to take their }Jlaces, the nc1v Ministry 
would no more havo the confidence of tins 
country than the present one. The people 
had a right to understand what the new 
Government meant to do. He maintained 
that, if the Opposition soug~t to ups~t 
the existing Government, while he did 
not go to the extent of saying that they 
were Lbound to shew their policy, it would be 
more satisfactory for them to do so ; and the 
probability was, that it would be best for 
theimolvos. Ho wished some of them would 
answer the question, which he was s~re any 
of them could do--What would be thmr posi­
tion if they were circumstanced like the 
present Government P He wa~ well aware 
of the practical mode of answerillg the ques-
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tion-to walk acro~s the floor of the House. 
If the Opposition were in the position of the 
Government, and were 11crfectly sure of pos­
sessing the confidence of the people, what 
would they do? Did the.'' really think, now, 
that they were going to effect their purpose ? 
Did they really think that, from all. they had 
done during the last three clays, that they had 
the confidence of the people ? He should be 
very glad to think that there ·would be a 
]'>1inistry who had the confidence of the 
people. He was quite clear, or, rather, the 
conclusion he had come to was-that neither 
side of the House had the confidence of the 
people ; and he wished thf' people ;yould 
judge for themselves. But he did not think 
the House were in a position to judge for 
themselves. 

HoNORABLE MEMBERS on the Opposition 
side of the House : Dissolve, dissolve ! 

The ATTOilNEY-GENERAL : He held the 
opinion that, if the members of the Opposition 
went into office, they would have no more 
confidence reposecl in them than the present 
Government, until there was a re-distribution 
of representation, and until they got rid of 
those dissensions which could not be got rid 
of othenYise. He hoped they did not seek 
to bring about a change merely for the sake 
of office. A very short space of time would 
elapse before there must be a dissolution for 
the re-distribution of representation. He 
would only ask, whether it would be advan­
tageous for the country to have a dissolution? 
Ho did not say that there was going to be a 
dissolution; but he said that, if the Onposi­
tion came into office, a week would not ~lapse 
before there would be a dissolution. It would 
be a very convenient thing for the 011position 
to walk over to the Ministerial side of the 
House, and then say, " Oh ; parties are 
such in this House, that business cannot 
be carried on; and we must dissolve!" If 
they had the interest of the colony at 
heart, surely to goodness, they might }JOst­
pone for a short time-four or five months­
going into the Cabinet !-surely the horror­
able member for East Moreton could wait 
for .a short time before coming into the 
Cabmet! He (the Attorney-General) did not 
really see why that honorable member should 
be in such a hurry to get into office. He 
had been informed that the honorable member 
was the one to offer to move the amendment ; 
he had heard that there was nobody else-no 
leader-to " bell the cat." 

l'.fr. LrLLEY: The Queensland Times. 
The ATTORNEY -GENERAL : No ;-though he 

might quote it. He wanted to know why the 
tried members of the Opposition did not come 
forward to oust the Ministry. It was simply 
a fact that had been affirmed-that the horror­
able members who formed the late admin­
istration were simply afraid to come for­
ward, because the country would not trust 
them. However, he presumed that the 
division would take place this night, 
and the result would be soon known. 

"Whatever the result might be, he thought 
the matter had been very fairly dis­
cussed; and all he could say, in conclusion, 
was, that if any fault were found with the 
Government for the way they hacl acted in 
this discussion, he was glad of the course 
they had taken, bcccluso they had afforded the 
Oppooition an opportunity of expressing their 
vio"IYS, l'lhich they had done freely, fairly, and 
courteously. 

The question of adjournment was then put 
and negatived. 

The SPEAKER cited the following precedent 
f1:om " May" in support of his ruling, just 
given:~ 

" On one occasion, in the Commons (27th 
January, 1789), the debate was re-opened, 
after the question had been declared by the 
Speaker to ha Ye been resolved in the affirmati1e; 
for a member had risen to speak before the ques­
tion lmd been put, but had been unobserved by 
the Speaker ; and it was admitted that he lad a 
right to be hmTd, although the question had 
been disposed of, before his offer to spe::tk had 
attracted notice." 

The quc~tion was then put, "That the 
1,·ords proposed to be added be so added;" 
and 

The House divided. 
Ayes 13. 

:\Ir. Pugh 
" 1\I ~H'-'1lister 
, Lilley 
, Stephens 
, Pri1Dhard 
, JHurphy 
, Francis 
, Dell 
, Groom 

D1·. O'Doherty 
, Challinor 

:Mr. G::trricl' 
., Douglas. 

Koes, 11. 
]1r. Palmer 

Lamb 
, Mylnc 

Sandoman 
Ramsay 

, 3Iiles 
Archer 
Seott 
Royds 
Pring 
Mackenzie. 

'l'he address, as amended, was then adopted 
by the House. 

The CoLoNIAL TREASUREH rose and said : 
JYir. Speaker-In consequence of the division, 
to-night, I move that the House now adjourn, 
till 'l'uesclay next, to give the Government 
time to consider the com·so they will adopt. 

Question put and passed. 




