
 
 
 

Queensland 
 

 
 

Parliamentary Debates 
[Hansard] 

 
Legislative Assembly 

 
 

FRIDAY, 7 FEBRUARY 1868 
 

 
 

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy 
 



Issue of Treasury Notes. [7 FEBRUARY] Export of J!resk Meat Biit. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Friday, 7 February, 1868. 

Export of Fresh Meat Bill.-Propnsed :New Quarters for 
the Clerk of the Legislative As>embly. 

EXPORT OF FRESH MEAT BILL. 
Mr. W ALSR, in announcing that he had 

takm eharge of the Export of Meat Bill for 
the honorable gentleman who had originated 
it in another place, begged briefly to state 
that he thought some such measure would be 
a lasting benefit to the colony. But, at the 
same time, as the Bill was at present framed, 
he felt bound to say he could not give it his 
whole support. He asked honorable mem­
bers, if they were of the same opinion as 
himself, to agree to the second reading ; 
and, it would be for them, in committee, to 
put the Bill into such shape that it should 
effect the good whif'h he presumed the pro­
moters desired from the legislation. It ap­
peared to him that, as it stood, the Bill was 
likely to benefit but one single person or 
company ; and he could never, of eourse, 
give his consent to the passing of a measure 
of that kind, the advantages of which might 
be transient to the colony. Under its pro­
visions a person would be able to avail. 
himself of its bem·fits by exporting one 
hundred tons of uncooked fresh meat, after 
which he might, if he chose, cease to carry 
on operations. He would propose some such 
alterations in the first clause as would allow 
any person or persons who complied with the 
provisions of the Act to avail himself or 
themselves of its benefits. It should not be 
the first claimant who should benefit. He 
would not restriCt it to one or to twenty per­
sons. He would limit the operation of the 
measure to two years after its passing. 
Again, in the first proviso of the second 
clause, he would make a considerable altera­
tion, as he was not quite sure that it would 
be fair to exempt salted meat from the Bill; 
and, again, he was not decided in his own 
mind if it would not be unjust as well as 
impolitic to exempt cooked meat:-

"Provided always that such ee1ection shall be 
made within three years after the passing of this 
Act and on such selection being made as afore­
e:>id and on application by the person or com• 
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pany of persons making such selection and on 
proof being given as h~reinafter provided th"t 
the said conditions have been duly comphed 
with a free grant in f,•e simple of J.hc said ten 
thousand acres of land shall thereupon issue to 
such person or company of persons as aforesaid." 

There »·as no reason why the live stock of 
the colony should not be converted into a 
valuable export, as coolwd meat as well as 
in an uncooked condition. He would, there· 
fore, suggest an amendment to the effect 
that provided that the meat was the property 
of one establishment, and had been shinped 
within the period of two years, and c~use­
cutive six months from the previous ship· 
ment, it should be sufficient to entitle the 
shipper to the benefit of the measure. He 
threw out those suggestions for consideration. 
He knew then were honorable members who 
thought that before the Bill was passed, it 
should be put into a different shape alto­
gether. The honorable member for Ipswich, 
Mr . . Macalister, had some idea of granting a 
bonus on all shipments of meat from the 
colony. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : We have had 
enough of bonuses. 

Mr. vV ALSH : He pressed upon the House 
the consideration, that this was a very im­
portant subject. It was manifest to every 
one that the exports of the colony were much 
smaller than they ought to be, and that the 
development of new exports should be en· 
eouraged. He trusted that honorable mem­
bers would proceed to discuss the Bill with 
an earnest endeavor to improve the con­
dition of the colony, by of:f'pring inducements 
to the capitalists and colonists, of whatever 
means, to embark in some such enterprises 
as were indicated in the Bill. He moved 
that the Dill be read a second time. 

The CoLONIAL TREASTTRER said he should 
support the second reading of the Bill ; but 
he quite agreed with the remarks of the hon­
orable member for J\.faryborough in reference 
to the desirability of having its proYisions 
amended in committee. The danger was, in 
passing a Bill of this kind, that it might be 
rushed through the House too hastily ; and 
that a whole crop of claimants would spring 
up with claims for establishing new indus­
tries. He did not think the principle of 
bonuses was a good one. It was, however, 
desirable to encourage an export of the kind 
contemplated, and certain inducements might 
be held out to the company in question; but 
the manner proposed- to give the land 
directly a certain quantity of meat was ex· 
ported-was going a little too far. 

The Hon. A. 11-IACALISTER said he was not 
aware when he entered the House this 
morning that the Bill was likely tu come on 
for discussion, and, for that reason, he had 
not with him some information which had 
been communicated to him on the subject. 
He thought the House was perfectly satis. 
fied that the Bill would never, in its present 
shape, give· encouragement to -the export of 

mrat. He took it that the great object to be 
obtained was to raise up and encourage a 
profitable trade in the export of meat from 
the colony; but, as the Bill stood at present, 
not only would the trade be restricted to one 
description of meat, but it could only be 
carried out, as was observed by the honorable 
member for J\Iaryborough, by one individual; 
nnd, whether it turned out a profitable specu· 
lation or a losing one, the 10,000 acres of 
land »'ould be gone. One ship would, in 
point of fact, carry home all the produce for 
which the House were asked to grant the 
land. He could not help thinking that the 
Bill partook a good deal of a "job." He did 
not ut all connect the honorable member for 
J\'Iaryborough with it. The Bill, on the face of 
it, she wed that an attempt was made to get out 
of the colony 10,000 acres of land, for w·hich 
the colony would derive no eqnh·alent benefit. 
It must be altered from beginning to end; and 
when that was done, possibly the measure 
might be one to encourage the export of meat 
from the colony. In fact, it would be ncces· 
sary to alter the very title of the Bill: it was 
"A Bill to Provide for the Encouragt'ment 
and Export of Unsalted and Uncooked .i\ieat, 
from the Colony of Queensland." \Vhy 
should it not be a Bill to provide encourage· 
ment for the export of meat anywhere? \Vhy ' 
should it be rpstricted to export to the Fnited 
Kingdom? vVhy not export to Indi~. China, 
and Japan? And why say only one hundred 
tons ? Encouragement should be held out to 
all parties who chose to engage in the trade, 
and assistance should be given for the export 
of smaller quantities. Grants of land should 
be continued for two or three years, until it 
was clear that the trade was profitable, and 
that those engaged in it would be able to 
stand without assistance. It was very impor· 
taut that the export of every description of 
meat should be encouraged. Mr. Blaxland's 
meat would not be touched by the Bill ; 
yet he (1\Ir . .l\Iacalister) believed it was a 
very satisfactory article. A patent had been 
taken out some time ago by a gentleman in 
Brisbane for the preservation of meat for 
export, and that gentlennn had obtained the 
highest certificates from Paris, respecting the 
success of his endeavors to preserve the meat. 
And as to the quality of the meat, all pro· 
ductions of the kind should be enbraced in 
the Bill. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY remarked that 
the Bill was something like the famous 
Highland gnu that was known in history ; 
it was a very good gun, but it w~nted a n.ew 
lock, stock, and barrel ! so wrth the Brll; 
it was a very good one, but it wanted altering 
from beginning to end, title and all. He 
must say he thought the colony hs,d had quite 
enough of bonuses. The cotton bonus they 
had had a great deal too much of. Since a 
grant of la~d had been made the other day 
to a gentleman ;yho had occupied himself in 
the profitable occupation of sugar growing, 
everybody was applying for land, as a rewa1·d 
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for having initiated some new industry. If 
one person got land for one thing, he did not 
see why another should not get it for another 
thing. As far as patents went, he might 
state that before long he expected that there 
would be more patentees than butchers in 
Brisbane. Since he had been in office he 
had granted three, but he did not believe 
that they would result in anything tangible. 
They did no good, except the little of putting 
£20 into the Treasury. He was afraid the 
patentees would have great difficulty in 
getting back their money. He had no ob­
jection to the Bill going into committee, but 
he reserved to himself the right of cutting 
it and carving it quite as much as any meat 
that would be exported under it would ever 
be. 

Jl!Ir. ARCHER was sorry to say that he 
differed entirely from most of what he had 
heard; and he did so because he knew the 
special object of the Bill. As to giving 
bonuses for the export of salt and cooked 
meat, that was not at all necessary, ~uch 
a trade was already established. Salt and 
cooked fresh meat was exported from Ips­
wich ; and as soon as tlle patent for the 
export of that meat fell in, any number of 
persons could, as the House were aware, 
export as much as they liked. 1\J:uch of it 
had been sold, but the trade had not become 
extensive, not because the meat did not 
keep well, but because such poor animals had 
been slaughtered that the meat would not sell 
in England. The colony already possessed 
methods of exporting salted and cooked meat 
for the home market. The preparation of 
extract of meat and powdered meat in tins 
was already in successful working; and, he 
believed, paid the exporters. J3ut a suc­
cessful attempt had never yet been made to 
send home uncooked fresh meat. The great 
object of the Bill was to encourage those 
persons who were willing to go to an enor­
mous expense in trying to do so. If they 
intended to supply England with food for 
the million, they must ship home carcases, 
and that could only be done by the freez­
ing process ; at least, no other method of 
preserving meat fresh had been discovered. 
The freezing process did not destroy the 
value of the meat, and would keep it fresh 
for many months. 1\fany honorable gentle­
men had seen, in Sydney, meat that had 
been frozen for twelve months ; and they 
were aware that it was as good as on the 
first day it was killed. He had, himself, 
eaten fresh meat that had been killed five 
months, and preserved by freezing during 
that time; and it was as good as if cooked at 
the proper time after leaving the hands of 
the butcher. It was well known in Europe 
that freezing did no harm to meat; and the 
only difficulty was to keep up the necessary 
degree of cold to preserve the meat fresh 
indefinitely. The cost of sending one hun­
dred tons of meat to England would be as 
much as the value of the ten thousand acres 

3o 

of land mentioned in the Bill, at the price of 
one pound an acre. To send home a single 
vessel, to furnish and fit her for carrying 
home a cargo of meat, would more than equal 
that ; and was it likely that persons would 
enter into such an extensive undertaking for 
t.he purpose of sending home only one hun­
dred tons of meat P vVas it likely they 
would purchase and set up extensive machi­
nery, with the object of sending home only 
one cargo, and not using it again ? The 
expense of the undertaking was so enormous, 
that it would not pay the promoters to take 
twenty thousand acres of land and send 
home only one cargo. He had been in Syd­
ney, and, while there, had several conversa­
tions with the gentlemen engaging in the 
speculation ; he had entered into calcu­
lations of the expense of carrying it out, 
and he had no hesitation in saying that the 
company would not be able to start until they 
had £150,000 or £200,000. and that they 
could not claim under the Bill until they had 
spent £50,000 or £60,000, at the least. An 
extensive establishment \rould have to be 
formed, freezing-rooms erected, tanks con­
structed and fitted on board ships, at an ex­
pense so enormous that even the wealthiest 
men in New South \V ale~ were afraid to 
enter into it alone, and had sent to England 
to form a company. 'l'here was no other 
effective process of preserving meat like the 
freezing process, and it was that which the 
Bill was meant to promote. He should sup­
port the Bill, in the hope that it wonld 
eventuate in the export of fresh and uncooked 
meat from the colony on the principle which 
had been mentioned. 

l\Ir. FnANcrs supported the Bill, believing, 
however, that it required to be re-modelled 
from beginning to encl. ~here was plenty of 
land in the colony doing very little good, 
and the best use that could be made of it 
was to give it to men who.would improve it, 
develop the colony's resources, and increase 
the colony's exports. The cotton bonus was 
an admirable princi11le and had done good ; 
but it was nearly time to withdraw it. Bonuses 
could not be continued to make trade profit­
able, but to encourage th<' development of 
new resources and industries. The sources of 
wealth abounded in the colony in profusion, 
only awaiting the industry of man to develop 
them. :Many persons were making experi­
ments in the direction of the useful object set 
forth in the Bill ; and it would never do to 
limit its provisions for the benefit of one 
person or comLJany. The House must take 
care that the admirable proposal to encourage 
the export of fresh meat was not abused, as 
had been suggested by the honorable member 
for Ipswich, Mr .. Macalister. He should be 
glad to see the Bill withdrawn, on the under­
standing that it should be brought forward 
next session; but, by no means should they 
do anything to shew that they were too nig­
gard, too poor, or too blind, not to encourage 
such projects as were set forth in the Bill. 
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The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LAXDS sup­
ported the Bill, as it would encourage an 
industry which ought to be promoted. He 
well remembered that in 1848, the year in 
which the famine occurred in Ireland, an 
immense amount of stock was boiled down. 
Something like half a million of sheep were 
boiled down in Australia : he had himself 
boiled down ten thousand. How much better 
it would be to send home to England and 
Europe a part of the meat that thus went to 
waste. He was q1iite satisfied with the argu­
mt'nts brought forward by the honorable 
member for Rockhampton, and should. for 
one, support the Bill almost in its entirety. 
There were one or two matters connected 
with the Department of Lands w hi eh required 
some consideration. He thought the Bill an 
excellent one as it stood; and if its provisions 
were made too general, its object would be 
drfeated. 

JUr. CLARK said he took very much the 
same view as the honorable member who had 
just sat down, He took it that the Bill was 
framed for the purpose of encouraging the 
export of fresh meat for unsalted and un­
cooked meat. Its object was to promote a 
new industry, and was, he believed, intended 
to as:;ist the carrying out of the new system 
of freezing meat in this colony, and for that 
purpose alone, and there could be no doubt 
that if this process were once successfully 
established, the article would command a 
ready sale at home. He would not pretend 
to say whether the Bill was a proper one in 
its details ; there were several clauses in it of 
which he disapproYed, especially with regard 
to the description of land; but he approved 
of the principle, and he thought it should be 
confined to fresh meat alone, as he felt con­
vinced that if that export were once set 
afloat, it would only be rivalled in this colony 
by the export of wool; it would be one of the 
most important industries ever established in 
the colony, barring no_ne. . 

JI;Ir. PL"GII said he, m part, agreed w1th the 
principles embodied in the Bill, as he thought 
that any person or company of persons who 
embarked their capital in such an expensiYe 
undertaking should be encouraged, especially 
as they would be likely to meet with consider­
able opposition from the carcass producers 
and contractors at home before they could 
g<>t a firm footing in the English market. 
He must say, at the same time, that he re­
garded the Bill, when he first looked at it, 
with some suspicion, as being intended to be 
ihe means of giving ten thousand acres of 
land to a particular person. He hoped, how­
ever, it would be so altered in committee 
as not only to offer encouragement to the 
exporters of fresh meat, prepared by the 
freezing process, but to those who exported 
extracts of meat. He would not go so far 
as to say salted meats, because that was an 
industry which was already established and 
found to pay. He would not restrict the 
grant altogether to ten thousand acres on 

the first shipment, but to distribute it over 
various shipments; because the expense being, 
as the honorable member for Roclihampton 
had pointed out, principally in the fitting 
out of the vessels used for the purpose, 
and as these vessels would be equally avail­
able for Sydney, 1VIelbournc, or elsewhere, it 
might happen that this large grant of land 
would be given for a single shipment from 
this colony. Of course, he was ready to 
defer to the opinions expressed by several 
honorable members who were more acquainted 
with the subject, but still he must say he 
should like to see the Bill, while offering full 
encouragement to this speculation, so far 
altered that the adYantages it offered, instead 
of being confined to a few, should be as general 
as possible. 

Dr. CrrALLINOR said it was certainly very 
desirable, if possible, to establish a valuable 
export of this kind, but he objected to the 
Bill in its present shape ; and, but for the 
alterations which it had been suggested 
should be made in committee, he should have 
opposed the motion for its second reading, 
and divided the House upon it. It must not 
be forgotten that the advantages offered by 
the Bill would be quite as much to the benefit 
of the other colonies, who might not con­
tribute one sixpence. He had heard that the 
squatters in the other colonies would not 
unite for the purpose of carrying out that 
experiment, because those who did not con­
tribute would, if it succeeded, benefit equally 
with those who did. It was not right that 
the youngest and weakest of the Austra­
lian colonies-he did not refer to the natural 
resources of Queensland-should be called 
upon to bear alone the expense of carrying 
out such an experiment. It would be much 
better if each of the Governments of the 
colonies would agree to bear a proportionate 
part of the expense of trying the experi~nent. 
He would not oppose the second readmg of 
the Bill, though he should feel himself quite 
at liberty to oppose the third reading, and 
even to divide on it. 

The question was then put and passeJ, the 
Bill was read a second time. 

PROPOSED NEW QUARTERS FOR THE 
CLERK OF THE LEGISLA1TVE 
ASSEMBLY. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER moved-
That this House will, at its next sitting, l'esolve 

itself into a committee of the whole for the pur­
pose of considering an address to the Acting 
Goyernor, praying that His Excellency will be 
pleased to cause to be placed on the Supple· 
mentary Estimates of 1868 the sum of £1,000, to 
provide for the erection of quarters, at the n~w 
Houses of Parliament, for the Clerk of the Legis­
lative As"embly, in acrordance with recommenda­
tions contained in a report from a select com­
mittee of this House, clatec110th October, 1866. 
He said the Government had thought it neces­
sary to bring this matter before the House, 
so that there should be an expression of 
opinion upon it, and also that the House 
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should be cognizant of what the Government 
proposed to do in the matter. The Clerk of 
the Assembly had written a letter to the Gov­
ernment, reminding them that when the new 
Houses of Parliament were finished, if he were 
to have a residence at all, it should be in the 
neighborhood of those buildings, in accord­
ance with the resolution upon which his 
present residence was given to him. [ Tlte 
ltonorable ,gentleman read tl~e report qf' the 
committee.] The Clerk of the Assembly had 
offered, if the Government put up a new 
house for him, to guarantee a certain rent­
£120, he believed-for the building at present 
occupied by him; so that, in point of fact, 
the interest of the money required for the 
new building would be defrayed by the rent 
of the old one. The expenditure would not, 
properly speaking, be a charge upon the 
general revenue, as it would be transferred to 
the vote for Parliamentary Buildings as soon 
as the Government were able to raise a 
further sum by disposing of more of the land, 
from the proceeds of which it was intended 
that the new Houses of Parliament should be 
erected. He might add, that the Clerk of the 
Legislative Council had also sent in a claim 
to be supplied with quarters in the new 
Houses of Parliament. He would not read 
that gentleman's lengthy letter, which re­
ferred to the fact that the writer was first 
appointed Clerk of the Assembly, and after­
wards to the Legislative Council-which he 
(the Colonial Treasurer) believed was the case, 
although he never acted as Clerk of the 
Assembly-and that he was senior officer, 
and therefore equally entitled to quarters in 
the House, besides .being keeper of the Par­
liamentary records. He believed, ·however, 
that the records were kept in the Supreme 
Court, and that the object in view was to have 
a person living on the premises to look after 
the Parliamentary Buildings generally. It 
was for the House to consider whether the 
Clerk of the Council had a claim for quarters 
as well as the Clerk of the Assembly. But 
if those claims were admitted, there would be 
no end of them. The librarian would come 
forward and say he was entitled to free 
quarters, and many others. With these 
remarks, he would leave it to the House to 
say whether the building should be put up 
and whether the other claims should be 
entertained. 

JYlr. FITZGERALD said he felt surprised at 
the honorable the Colonial Treasurer bring­
in~ in such a motion, when he knew so weU 
that they would not be able to meet their 
expenditure, even if no fresh additions were 
made to it, and when he was aware that his 
own estimated deficiency in the revenue must 
be somewhere about £150,000. He (Mr. 
Fitzgerald) had withheld all motions for 
expenditure for his o-wn district, although 
the northern districts had given £60,000 of 
their revenue for the benefit of other parts 
of the colony. The Clerk of the Assembly 
had quarters which would do very well for 

the present, though when they had more 
funds he would be very happy to vote a sum 
for the erection of fresh quarters. He 
should most certainly oppose the motion at 
present, as he thought it a most unnecessary 
expenditure to incur, and because he knew 
that the claim, if allowed, would be followed 
by a number of applications of a similar 
nature. 

Mr. STEPHENS said he thought it would 
be better for the Government not to stir in 
the matter at present. The Clerk of the 
Assembly had quarters provided for him, 
which he could use until the Government 
were in a position, by the sale of a portion of 
the lands granted to them to dispose of for 
the erection of the new Houses of Parlia­
ment, to build him a new house. If the 
money were voted at present it would have 
to come out of the general revenue. He 
should, therefore, oppose the motion at the 
present time. He thought that when so 
many items of expenditure had to be post­
poned it would not be right to press this 
motion. With regard to the other claims, 
he did not admit one of them. He did not 
understand anything about another officer 
being keeper of the records ; he supposed he 
locked them up in a safe and that was all he 
had to do with them. But the Clerk of the 
Assembly lived in the place and had to 
attend the sittings of the House, which con­
stantly sat very late, and it was very con­
venient for that offieer to be on the spot in 
order that the Government Printer might 
refer to him at any time. He had also 
eharge of all the Assembly papers and 
records, and he had to arrange them and 
have them ready for the printer very early in 
the morning, and it was found exceedingly 
necessary for him to be on the spot. There 
was no other officer who had the slightest 
claim upon the House. He should utterly 
ignore any such claims. This claim had been 
admitted by the select committee, and the 
house now occupied by the Clerk of the 
Assembly was given to him for that reason. 
He thought, however, that until the Govern­
ment were in possession of funds for the 
purpose, the matter had better stand over, 
eRpecially as the money, if the sum were 
voted now, would have to be taken out of 
loan. 

Mr. FRANCis said he should support the 
motion, as he understood that the Clerk of 
the Assembly would guarantee that the Gov­
ernment derived a rent of £120 to £150 from 
the quarters he at present occupied. That 
would more than provide the interest for the 
money borrowed to erect a new house. 

Mr. DouGLAS said he leant towards the 
opinion expressed by the honorable member 
for South Brisbane, that it was not desirable 
to incur this expenditure at present. The 
amount mentioned would not be sufficient 
for the purpose. For that sum only a paltry 
building could be erected, which would not 
be in character with the New. Parliament 
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Houses, and the eifect 1'\ould be very unsatis­
factory. He thought, therefore, it would be 
better to let the matter stand over for the 
present, until some better pr Jvision would be 
made, even at the risk of a iittle inconve­
nience, The honorable Colonial TrC'asurer 
had not Lrought the matter forward very 
strongly, and he thought it would have been 
much better if he had resisted the application 
at the outset. It was admitted that the 
grant for Parliamentary Buildings would be 
exceeded, and this expenditure would, there­
fore, be in excess of the sum. 

The SECHETARY :FOR PuBLIC LANDS said he 
hardly thc·ught it fair to take the Govern­
ment to task for bringing this matter before 
the House, because there was a report from 
a select committee which sat last session, 
"·hich distinctlv advised that the Clerk of 
the Assembly should have a residence in the 
immediate vicinity of the House. It was 
merely a question as to whether the finances 
of the colony were in such a deplorable state 
as not to permit of £900 being expended for 
the erection of a building for this purpose. 
He thought, when the V~hole of the land 
available under the I>arliamentary Buildings 
Act was disposed of, there would be a balance 
more than sufficient to cover the outlay. It 
was for the House to decide whether the 
money should be expended or not. The land 
"·as not yet sold, and, of course, the longer 
it was kept out of the maTket, the better, in 
the present state of the colony. 

J\Jr. FITZSDDIONS said h,, did not expect 
to have seen this motion on the paper, but he 
supposed the Colonial Treasurer had brought 
it forward on the recommendation of the 
select committee ·which sat last year on the 
subject. It was a compliment paid to the 
ofiicer in question for his valuable services, 
and the benefit of his living on the spot was 
a point which had been closely considered, 
and that ought to have some weight with the 
House. As the guaranteed rent would more 
than cover the interest on the money required 
to be expended, and as it was acknowledged 
that the work had to be done, he thought it 
would Le as well to have it done at once, and 
he should be inclined to vote in favor of the 
motion. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said he might 
as well state, for the information of the 
House, that this sum of £1,000 would only 
construct what the Colonial Architect called a 
" tem11orary building." That gentleman had 
informed him that he could put up as good a 
building as that at present occupied by the 
Clerk of the Assembly for £1,000, or rather 
for £900; but when the block of buildings, 
as originally designed for the Parliamentary 
Buildings were completed, this house would 
have to be taken do\Yn. He supposed by 
the time these buildings were completed in 
accordance V~ith the original design, many 
of their heads would have ceased to ache ; 
but still he could not see the desirability of 
putting up a temporary building at such a 

cost, and he would, therefore, suggest, as an 
improvement on the proposed arrangement, · 
that when they vacated the Jlresent build­
ings it would be very easy to let them, and 
from the rent derived from this source they 
could find the Clerk of the Assembl v a 
house in the immediate vicinity of the Par­
liamentary Buildings·; and even if a suitable 
house could not be found for that amount of 
rent, he had no doubt the House would not 
objPct to a trifling sum being granted in 
addition. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER said he had 
merely brought his motion forward because 
the gentleman to whom it referred was an 
officer of the House, and wished to have the 
sense of the House taken upon the matter. 
He would, however, withdraw the motion on 
the undentanding that tlw course suggested 
by the Colonial Sceretary be adopted. 

The motion was then withdrawn. 




