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562 Grant qf lnnes Island [COUNCIL.] to t'he Acclimatisation Society. 

LEGISLATIVE COU.NCIL. 
Wednesday, 6 Kovember, 1867. 

Grant of Innes Island to the Acelimati"-rttion Society.­
Grant to the IIonorable J..~ouis Ho_pe. 

GRANT OF INXES ISLAND TO TilE 
ACCLIMATISATION SOCIETY. 

The Hon. E. I. BRO\"-l'IE moved, pursuant 
to uoticc-

1. That in the grant to be issued of Innes 
T slancl to the Acclinmtisation Society, a right 
;hall be reserved to the pllblic for landing at all 
necessary times, and of ren1:1in~ng on the said 
island for a period not exceedmg twenty·four 
hours. 

2. That in the deed of grant shall be in­
sorted a condition that the grantees shall not at 
any time mortgage, incumber, Ol' dispose of the 
land, 

3. That in the s[Lid grant shall be contained 
a condition, that if at any time the S[Lid society 
shall be dissolved, or otherwise cease to cany on 
its operations, the gmnt shall be forfeited forth­
with, Lnd the Crown ;hall re-enter on its former 
estate. 

'l'hat the abo-ve resolutions be sent to the 
Legislative Assembly for their concurrence. 

He said he should have made one or two 
amendments in the resolutions as they stood, 
if he had been, when he placed them on the 
paper, in possession of the information he 
had since received. He knew nothing of the 
loeality himcelf', but he had ascertained cer­
tain facts from other honorable members, who 
,,-ere present and would be able to spe:1k ou 
the subject. The island in question was, 
perhaps, intrinsically of little value, but 
there were a number of persons in the habit 
of crossing the bay, especially at the south 
or boat entrance, who, from stress of weather 
and other mmses, were obliged to laud there, 
and that 1n·ivilege would be taken from them 
if the grant to the society were confirmed 
without any restrictions. He conceived 
that the pov.-er which would be given to the 
Acclimatis:ltion Society by an unconditional 
grant of the island, would be extremely in­
jurious to the public at large, and it was to 
remedy that state of things tuat he had 
brought forward the first reslllution, which 
he IlO}lcd honorable members would concur 
in. 'l'hen, again, supposing the society 
should cease to carry on its operations, which 
the present grant was intended to facilitate, 
he could see no reason why the grant should 
not revert to the Crown again, either to be 
sold or devoted to any other purpose, and for 
that reason he had inserted the two following 
resolutions. The third resolution more par­
ticularly affected that part of the question, 
but the' second resolution was also necessary, 
because if the society had the power to 
mortgage, the power of resumption would 
also go with it, otherwise no one would take 
a security upou it. 

The Hon. :F. E. BIGGE said he believed the 
grant would be a very good thing for the 
society, but a very bad thing for the 
country; for, as far as his kno1vledge of the 
island went, he believed it would make an 
excellent sugar plantation, and there were 
other islands in the bay which would be quite 
as suitable to the purposes of the society. 
He ccrttlinly thought the honorable member, 
I\Ir. J3rowne, was quite right in his sugges­
tion that a landing place should be reserved 
on the island, and that parties lauding 
should be allowed to remain there for 
twenty-four hours. He should have sug­
gested forty-eight hours at least, because 
lunes Island was the only place iu the neigh­
borhood where boat; could land at certain 
times, all the other ground having been 
alienated aud being now private property. 
People who were storm bound would have 
no place to go to if they were not allowed to 
land on this island, and therefo;·e he thought 
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it was only fair to give them access to it. He 1 societv. It might be the case that a more 
thought the time mentioned in the resolution · suitable island could be scleetecl, ancl, as a 
should be extended, and he would move, as mcm.bcr of the society, he m(:;M sny that he 
an amendment, that the words forty-eight hacl no particular predilection for Innes 
hours be insertecl instead of t"·entv-four. I;;lancl, nor did he believe that the society 
Boats, and especially rafts, might be de- at present was in a position to make any use 
tained for a much lm1ger period ; in fact, he of it; but he thought, if the grant were to 
hacl known cases where the la Her had been hold good, and the island be given over to 
detained for a month or six weeks. He , the Acclimatisation Society, the proposition 
could not see why the Acclimatisation Society 1 of the honorable member, J\fr. N orton, was 
should not fence off a portion of the island i fair enough. If the necessities of the public 
for that purpose. The portion he more par- required that there should be a landing there, 
ticularly referred to was the western end, the society had a right to protect their pro-
which was nothing but a piece of sand and perty by making the landing place >Yhere 
swamp, which would do for the men to land they liked. If the question went to a clivi-
upon, and where they wouU not interfere sion, he should certainly support the amend-
with the animals belonging to the. society. ment of that honorablo member. 
He should, howeYcr, much prefer tl1at some The Hon. IV. \Voon said the more he saw of 
other island should be given to the society. this grant the more he felt that these sort of 

The Hon. A. NoR TON said he agreed with things were given mmy too ha,,tily, and that 
the two last resolutions, but he thought some they would have to repent of them after-
little modification should be made in the wards. He believeJ there was scarcely an 
first. He had no doubt that the statement island in J\Iorcton Bay that had not been 
of the honorablc g-entleman, I\Ir. Browne, given away to some one or other. There 
was perfectly corr~~t, and he thought that was one which had been gi>"en to a late mem-
in cases where boats were in danger the men ber of the other Hou,c, who was not now i!l 
should be allowed to land on any island, the country ; and he believed another had 
whether it were private property or not. He b<>en given to a member of the Council, who 
""onld, however, suggest that it should be was also absent from the colony. He knew, 
left to the society to decide at what times also, that some friends of thee bte Premier 
and places the public shoulJ be allo-,ved had others, and he thought it was high time 
access to the island. to look after this property. No doubt the 

The Hon. D. F. RoBllRTS said the honorable honorable President was correct. and that if 
gentleman, 1\Ir. N orton, appeared to have e\·ery person had a right to lan·d upon the 
mistaken the object of the resolution, which island it would be useless to the society, and 
was to restrict the power of the Acclimati- they would not send any animals or birds to 
sation Society, and not to extend it, which it. He thought it would be much better if 
would be the case if the honorable member's his honorable friend, 1\Ir. Browne, \\"Ould 
suggestion were acted upon. move a resolution to withdraw the grant alto-

The PRESIDENT observed that, as he was gether. ~'hese grants were made altogether 
President of the Acclimatisation Society, and too hurnedly; he could not see whv the 
as the grant in question had been proposed islands should be given away at all. "t:;ome 
by him, he thought it incumbent upon him of them wore very suitable for sugar planta-
to say a few words. He would state, in the tions. If the question ·went to the vote he 
first place, that he was not aware how or should support the resolution. 
under what circumstances this particular The Hon. IY. TrroRNTON said he approved 
island was chosen for the purposes of the of the suggestion thrown out by the honorable 
society. It would be used for turning out member, Mr. \Vood. He thought the grant 
upon it game of di:fierent cliscriptions not in question had been to? hastily conceded by 
now in the country, and it seemed to him the Iiouse. He was m the House at the 
that if an indiscriminate right of resort vYere time it was made, and he regretted that he 
granted to the public it would be quite u,,-"_ did not then oppose the motion, but it did 
less to devote the island to such a purpose. not then appear to him so objectionable. He 
If, therefore, the re,olutions were carried in had, perhaps, as much lmowled§fe of that 
the form they were presented to the House, portion of the bay as any honorable member 
and with the amendment proposed by the in the House, and he quite concurred in the 
honorable member, Mr. J3igge, it would be opinion that to make such a use of the island 
tantamount to withdrawing the grant which would be to hinder trading to the south end 
the House had made by previous resolutions. of the bay, as boats passing backwards and 
If any persons, who from stress of weather forwards generally stopped there; in fact, it 
landed. upon the island, were allowed to re- was the only place where they could stop 
main forty-eight hours upon it, they_ might when waiting :tor a wind. Rafts, especially, 
in that time shoot all the game upon 1t, and were frequently detained there for weeks. 
the society would be unable to prevent them. He did not think the suggestion of the 
lt would have been better, he thought, and honorable member, Mr. N orton, could be 
more straightforward, at once to have pro. carried out, that the society should fix either 
posed that the previous resolutions be an- the times or places at which boats should be 
nulled, and the grant be taken away from the allowed to land, because that must depend 
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very U1Uch on the tide. He did not tl1ink 
Innes Island was at all fitted for the purposes 
of the Acclimatisation Society; there was no 
water upon it, nor were there any rocks or 
suitable places for deer, or other animals of 
that species, and the soil was a species o:f reel 
clay and not at all well grassed. If the 
resolutions were carried, the island would be 
of very little use to the society. He did not 
think it was right to give away the public 
property in this way, for those who come 
hereafter to the colony might find use for 
these islands which d1clnot appear nmv. }'or 
these reasons, he should be glad if it "\'\ere 
within the compass of parliamentary usage 
to annul the previous resolutions, and ~lo 
away with the grant altogether. 

The PRESIDENT said he thought it 'I"Oulcl 
hardly be in order to take into consideration 
any resolution whieh annulled previous reso­
lutions. A motion of such an important 
character ought not to he introduced without 
clue notice. If the honorahle member, JYir. 
Wood, chose to withdraw the resolutions 
before the House, he could of course gi1·e 
notice of any others which might have a 
different objecL. 

The Hon. E. I. C. BROWNE, in reply, said 
that in placing the resolutions on the paper he 
had not contemplated any such result as had 
been predicted by the honorable President, 
and with all clue deference to that honorable 
gentlen1an's opinion, he did not think they 
would have the effect which he appeared to 
anticipate. The honorable gentleman had 
said that if persons were allowed to land on 
Innes Island they would be able to shoot all 
the animals belonging to the society. 13ut 
he, n1:r. Browne, had not sought to obtain 
any such privilege for the public, nor did the 
resolutions, in his opinion, 1Yarrant such an 
assumption. If any damage were clone to 
the property of the society, the persons 
committing the offence coltld be prosecuted. 
That 1night possibly involve some difficulty, 
but the society, when they applied for a grant 
of the island, should ha1'e taken all those 
matters into consideration. \Yhat he con­
tended was, that the society were not to have 
the grant on such terms as would be ex­
tremely injurious to the public at large. He 
scarcely thought the honorable member, Mr. 
Nor ton, could have reflected upon his own 
suggestion, that . it shoul~l be left to the 
society to determme the tunes and places of 
landing on the island. They might fix the 
places,' but how could they fix the time, wlten 
the boats put in there from stress of wea­
ther and were entirely clerwnclent upon the 
wind and tide P For instance, the society 
might decide that the public should bnd on 
the island on Mondays only, and a violent 
storm might get up on a Tuesday. He did 
not see the same objection to the choice of 
the landing places by the society, and in 
connection wioh this part of the question he 
might say that he had had some conversation 
with a leadin&" member of the 1\.cclim&tisation 

Society, and requested him to point out on 
the map any places which he considered 
proper to reser1'e as landing places, and had 
suggested at the same time 'that one lanclinO" 
place would not be sufficient. That gentle~· 
man had not clone so, and he had therefore 
brought forward the resolutions in their pre­
sent form. He could see no objection to 
mark ont several landing places to suit the 
variOus changes of wind and tide. He 
should be quite willing to accept the amend­
ment of the honorable member, JVIr. Big~;e, 
and ~xtend the. time for parties landing' to 
remam on the Island to forty·eight hours. 

The question as amended was then put 
and passed. · 

GR.i:Yr 1'0 THE HOXOR.iBLE LOUIS 
HOPE. 

The Hon. \'[. \YooD moved the second 
reading of a Bill to enable a grant of bncl to 
be made to the Honorablo J ... ouis Hope. He 
b~lievcd honorablc members v.-ould agre0 with 
hm1 that the grant in question would be a 
graceful recognition of the services of one of 
the most valuable colonists in Queensland. 
The services that gentleman had rendered to 
the colony had extended over a number of 
years, but it was only during the present year 
that he had reaped any reward. The hon­
Ol·able gentleman had been, he did not sav 
the .only, but one of the pioneers of suga"r 
cult1Yahon, and he conceived that if the 
Legisla~ure offe_recl rewards as they ~ere in 
th? halnt of do m g to the finders of gold and 
nunerals, the man who proved that any new 
product, such as sugar, cotton, or tobacco 
could be successfully raised in the colony' 
was fairly entitled to recognition. He feli; 
sure the resolution 1Yould be agreed to, and 
would therefore at once mo,-e its adoption. 

The question was put and passed. 




