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LEGISLATIVE ASSE:MBLY. 
Ji'1·iday, 25 October, 1867. 

nrisbane Ga::; \Yorks Site. 

BRISBANE GAS \YORKS SITE. 
J\fr. NJACALIS'J'ER moved-
'Ihat an address be presented to the Governor, 

praying that His Excellcney will be plca,ed to 
cause to be laid on the table of this Home copies 
of all correspondence between the Government, 
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or any member of it, and the Brisbane Gas Cori1· 
pany, having reference to a lea'e of the land upon 
which the gas works have since been erected. 
This motion, he said, was more of a formal 
character than anything else, but he might, 
nevertheless, be allo>Ycd to state his reason 
for putting it upon the notice paper. 'l'here 
could be no doubt that during the present 
session he had been made the subject of a 
good many charges-many of which had 
been made behind his back, so that he had 
not been able to answer them. But he 
intended, before the session came to a close, 
to ans>rer them all pretty fully, and, in the 
nwantime, he desired to get the necessary 
information placed upon the table of the 
House. He had been told by honorable 
member3 sitting on his side of the House, 
that one evening last week, or the week 
before, the Secretary for Lands stated that 
he (]}Ir. J\Iacalister) on one occasion, when 
acting as solicitor for the Brisbane Gas Com­
pany, addrcs.\ed a letter, with reference to 
the affairs of that company, to himself in 
his capacity as Minister for Lands and 
vVorks. He was not aware that he ever did 
so. He was not an·are that during his 
career as a niinister of the Crown he ever 
ach~d with regard to this matter, or any 
other matter connected with any public affair, 
in a way that was likely to involve him 
profes>ionally. He had so studiously 
avoirled doing anything of the kind, that 
he had SU'itained very great profes­
sional loss in consequence. K ow, when 
charges damaging to his character as a 
Minister ·were made bv a l\finister-a mem­
ber of a succeeding G"ovcrnment-he had .a 
right to have the correspondence on the 
subject produced, in order to shmv what tho 
charges really amounted to. His own im­
pression was that not only was he not in 
Brisbane, but that he was four hundred 
miles av;-ay from Brisbane, at the time tlie 
transadion alluded to took place. During 
his absence rrn application was made, he 
believed, to 1\!Ir. Herbert, who acted for 
him at the time, and any c01:respondf'nce 
that existed on the subject could only be of 
a formal nature. He was sure there could 
not be any letter signed by himself on the 
subject. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC L.~cNDs sad 
he would not oppose tho production of the 
papers no>v asked for, and he might explain 
that his authority for making the statement 
the honorable member complained of ap­
Jlem·cd in" Hansarc1." A debate arose on this 
question in JI.Iay, ltltH, and another in June 
of the same year. On the latter occasion 
I>Ir. Bl·ookes, in the eourse of reply, said:-
" lie was sorry that the Secret try for Lands aud 
\Y orko should hwo th·mght it compatible "·ith 
h:s ofiicial position to speak on the quc.,tion at 
all, he beine; solicitor of the company. Thctt 
plurality of otll·es wne not calculated to raise the 
r2spect of the Gorernment in this C1>lony; indeed, 
it wns likely to be a source of very great clanger 
to the colony." 

The honorable member for Ipswich, who was 
then Secretary for Lands and Works, replied 
as follows :-

"Ire was not aware tlm~ he was bound to give up 
lns professwnal pracbce for the purpose of 
accommochtmg the hoJ"m·able member; nor was 
he. aware that he ought to be prevented from 
domg so bec·ause he was a member of the Govern­
Tnent, any more than the honorable membe1· 
should be preYented from selling pots and p!tns 
or lamps for the use of the House. He could 
state that he harl been appointed the solicitor of 
the compal:'y wlule he was absent in Sydney, 
and, from mformatwn he had received on tho 
1uotion of the honorable member himself:" 

On the occasion that gave rise to the 
present motion, he alluded to the fact 
that the honorable member was soli­
citor for the company. He alluded to 
the circumstance incidentally in re]Jel!inO" 
a charge brought against the present Gm~: 
ernment of actirig illegally. The honorable 
Incmber for the Eastern Downs had with 
rathe_r bad taste, as h~ thought, after with­
drawmg a formal motwn attributin"' ille(J"al 
action t_o the Gov~rnmcmt, made a sp"eech "on 
the subJect, ancl m the course of his speech 
again charged the Government with illegal 
action. N ow,hethought that that was trcatinrr 
the Government very unfairly and so if h~ 

1 0 • ' ' was ratnyr war_m m th;·owing back the charge, 
he certmnly drd not cto so with the remotest 
desire to cast odium upon the honorable 
Inember for Ipswich, while Secretarv for 
vVorks. The mnt~er being before the liouse, 
he thought he 1111ght allude to it. The hon­
Ol·able member had now spoken of the terms 
on. whiCh the company held the lands as 
bemg those of a lea:;e, In that view he 
must say that he differed 1Yith the honor~ble 
me;nb~r, ,for h_e could not regard the trans­
actiOn otnerw1se than as a sale of land with 
deferred P!1Ym;nts. Now, was there any Act 
u~dcr ~~·lneh chat could be l-egally clone? 
I'\ o. .there was not; and the reason whv 
he took the matter up more warmly than h"e 
might have done, was because the honorable 
~~ember c~argec~ the G~vernment >yith acting 
ILC'gally alter vnthclrawmg the motwn he had 
placed upon the paper on the subject. 

:Nir. lV1ACALISrEu said he would simply 
observe that the quotation tho honorable 
member had made from "Hansarcl," did not 
appear to bear out his obserrations at all­
that was, if he understood a.right the language 
that was used on the occasiOn. The languaO"e 
used, he beliered, was, that he addressed"' a 
l('tter professionally to himself as Minister 
for \V m·ks, applying for this land for the 
Gas Company. Now, he could assure the 
House that there was nothinO" he had been 
more particular about than th~ mixinO" un of 
his profe~~ional dnties with his dutie';; ~s a 
Minister of the Crown. From the statement 
that W

1
as mad~ by t~e ~ecretary for I.-ancls, and 

from t,le way m wlnch1t was made, there could 
1:~ no other inference than that he (Mr. J\!lac­
ahster) had acted corruptly while in office. 

The motion was then agreed to. 




