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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 
Thursday, 24 October, 1867. 

Civil List Amendment Bill.-Customs Re;;ulation Amend
ment Act. 

CIVIL LIST A)IENDlVIENT BILL. 
The PosTM,tsTEn-Gm<ERAL moved the 

second reading of the Civil List Amendment 
Bill. He said it might, perhaps,. appe~r 
strange that :Ministers shoul~ bring m a Bill 
to reduce their own salar1es. However, 
retrenchment was necessary, and the Gov~rn
ment proposed to retrench m eve~y poosible 
way · and to shew that they were m earne,t, 
tl;ey' thought the best thing they could do 
was to s.jt the example themselves. It was 
not bec.'lnse they cons_idered the s_m_n of 
£1,000 too much for the pay of a 1hmster, 
for he thought every honorable member would 
admit that it was not; and, perhaps, _her~after 
it might be desirable to attach a still higher 
salary to the office; but, in consequence. of 
the s'tate of the country, and the necessity 
for eeonom\" he hoped honorable members 
1rould take"the Bill in the spirit in whieh it 
was introduced, and pass it through its second 
reading. 

The .Hon. H. B. FITz said that no dOTt1t 
every one would giv~ the_ Gov~rn:11en! credit 
for their good intentiOns m brmgmg forward 
such a measure, as it shewecl that they were 
really sincere in their views of rctr~nrhment. 
But the Ministers should not lose sight of the 
fact, that they were legis~ating, not only ,Jor 
themselves, but for their successors. ~he 
proposed reduction would not l~ave the effect 
of relieving the country from 1ts embarrass-

ments, and he thought that, for a ~entleman 
who chose to"give-up his whole time~to under
take the duties of a :Minister, one thousand 
a year was little enough. He shottld oppose 
the motion. The amounts were fixed by 
Act of Parliament, and if any member of the 
Jl,finistry chose, ·he.,could draw £Soo:instead 
of £1,000, and so save £200 to the country. 
He believed that the Go>ernment,had not 
only intended to reduc0 their own salaries, 
but also those of the President and Speaker. 
Now, he would take the opportunity of read
ing an extract which haLl reference to the 
practice in the Imperial Parliament:-

"The House ofL,~Jrds:furnishesno detailed state
ment of the staff employed in the various offices 
dependent upon it. \Yith the exception of the 
Chairman of Committees, who is a peer, with a 
sahry of £2,500, the counsel to ditto (sala,ry, 
£1,500), ancl the Sergeant-at-Arms (salary, 
£1,500), they are all paid out of a free fund, 
which is regulated and managed by the House 
it>elf, and does not enter into the public accounts. 
'I he balance O>er and above the produce of this 
fund required for the payment of the salaries, is 
annually voted by the House of Commons in a 
gross sum, as the House of Lords carry the main
tenance of their privileges so far, as not even to 
furnish the Lower House with any particulars of 
the demand every session made upon them. The 
House of Commons acquiesce in this, and vote 
money, as it were, in the dark, out of courtesy to 
the other branch of the J,egislaturc, and in order 
to avoid the appearance of claiming in any ~ay a 
sort of survmllance over an equal and co-orclmate 
power in the State." 

He would only add that, should the salary of 
the President of the Legislative Council, or 
that of the Sueakc1; of the Legislatin Assem
bly, or the saJary of any officer of the J:'arlia
ment, be reduced, the Council would be 
entitled to interfere, and to, prevent the 
passing of the Appropriation Act.. . 

The Hon. E. I. C. BRoWNE said 1t would 
be time to consider the last question raised 
by the honorablc member, when the Presi
dent's salary came before the House, if the 
JHinistry should attempt to reduce it. He 
quite concurred >Yith the honorable gentle
man, .Mr. Fitz; but he would point out that 
if the other branch of the Legislature 
attcmptt>cl any such reduction-and he knew 
it was their intention to do so-and the 
Council should· interfere with the Appropria
tion ~~et, the result would be that legislation 
\\'Ould be brought to a dead-lock. Jt would, 
therefOTe, be much better to deal with the 
question at ouce, than to ~ll?w such ~ crisis 
to take place. He >Yas >nllmg to give the 
]}finistry credit for their good intentions, but 
he did not think any such cheese-paring 
economy \Youlcl get them out of their difficul
ties. He would not detain the House any 
longer, but >Yonld at once move,-

Tlwt the Bill L, re.1d a second t:me this dny six 
lllOiiths. 

The Hon. \\". THORNTON said he must 
confess he had some slight difficulty in deter-
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mining which way he should vote. The 
measure had been introduced by the Govern
ment; and if they, in a genuine and laudable 
manner, consented to sacrifice a portion 
of their salaries to benefit the country, and as 
it was the first time that patriotism had taken 
such a practical form in Brisbane, it might be 
ungracious to refuse assent to their proposal. 
But he believed the object of the Bill might 
be met in another way. It would be quite 
competent for Ministers to draw £200 a year 
less from the Treasury for their own salaries, 
and let the balance fall into the general 
revenue of the country. They could resume 
their full pay when the difficulties were over. 
But he thought the Bill was unnecessary, 
and that honorable members would agree 
with him. The statute book was already 
encumbered with too many Acts, the result 
of hasty legislation, wl1ich it was the special 
duty of the Upper House to guard against. 
He did not consider the circumstancPs of the 
colony were in such a state as to call for this 
step. Events had recently occurred which 
promised better things. Intelligence had 
recently been recei1·ed from the gold fields, 
which, if it were confirmed, would do much 
to place the country in a better position. If 
the Bill were passed, it would probably have 
to be repealed next session ; and, as he had 
stated, the statute bookwasalreadyol'erloaded 
with repealing Acts. He did not believe 
the colony expected the Ministers to make 
the sacrifice they contemplated. Some of the 
members of the Ministry were engaged in 
pastoral pursuits, and he believed that, even 
with a salary of £1,000 a year, they were 
worse off than they would be if they attended 
to their private interests. No one could 
imagine either that the Attorney-General 
was a gainer by giving up his time to fulfil 
the dntiAs of his office. ThA colony abounded 
in resources, and it was very probable that 
before long there would be a large influx: of 
population to share the debt. He did not 
conceive that the measure was required, and 
he should, therefore, support the amend
ment. 

The Hon. vV. wOOD said the Bill before 
the House was not in any degree a Govern
ment measure; he was sure the honorable 
the Postmaster-General did not consider it 
in that light, and, therefore, if it were thrown 
out, the Ministry need not look upon it as a 
defeat, otherwise he should be loth to oppose 
it. which he intended to do. He considered 
that the Bill had been, as it were, forced 
upon the Government, and that they were 
pledged to introduce it. It was hardly 
necessary, after what had been said, for him 
to go into the whole question as to whether 
£1,000 a year was too much or too little for 
a Minister of the Crown. He thought the 
honorable member, :Mr. Thornton, was quite 
correct in his remarks in reference to the 
Attorney-General; for he felt sure that any 
barrister who took that office must lose 
£1,000 a year. The measure had been 

2M 

introduced, he believed, because the Ministry 
very properly thought if there was to he any 
reduction in the Civil Service, it should begin 
with themselves. It was impossible to begin 
with the Governor, and therefore they com
menced with themselves as the heads of the 
Civil Service. But he contended that there 
was not one single ciYil servant whose salary 
the Ministry could reduce. They could 
reduce the number of officers, and that, he 
thought, would be the wisest course ; and 
they could reduce the departments, but they 
could not alter the salaries of a civil servant 
by one halfpenny-or, if they did, the civil 
servant could bring an action aa-ainst them. 
The increases could be clone "away with, 
because, unless they wore recommended, 
according to the Act, they need not be given. 
\Vith regard to the officers of the Parliament, 
of course the Parliament would look after its 
own officers; and he felt convinced that, if 
any action >Yere taken in reference to those 
officers, the Council would never be, as it 
never had been, found wanting. Another 
co~rrsc had been suggested, by which the 
obJect of the Bill could be easily attained. 
He recollected a case where a salary, voted 
by Parliament for a certain person, was 
never drawn, but invariably returned. That 
was the case of Prince Leopolcl, the King of 
the Belgians, who married Princess Charlotte. 
'l'here was nothing to prevent the Ministers 
from drawing only £800 of their salaries if 
they choose, and leaving the other £200 in the 
Treasury. He hoped the honorable Post
master-General, seeing the feeling of the 
House, would withdraw the motion, and 
l~ave it to the Ministers to act according to 
Circumstances, and either to draw their sala
ries or not. 'l'heir intention was laudable, 
but the reduction would be lost ; and he did 
nJt think the sacrifice Yvas required. 

The PosTMASTER-GENERAL said he could 
not agree with the honorable member who 
proposed that £1,000 should be voted, and a 
J\finister should only draw £800. He must 
s~y that! if a sum of money were placed to 
hrs credrt for salary, he should consider that 
he had a right to draw the whole of it. It 
was not because the salaries of Jl.1:inisters 
were too high, that the measure was intro
duced, but in order to set a good example to 
the country. He must decline to withdraw 
the Bill, but would let the question go to a 
cliYision, though, if it were negatived, he 
should not look upon it as a defeat ; on the 
contrary, the Jl.1:inisters might possibly con
sider it a compliment. 

'fhe Hon. G. HARRIS said he should haYe 
been much better pleased if the honorable 
gentleman had withdrawn the motion, as he 
was sure the present salary was little enough 
for a Minister of the Crown, if he properly 
p~rformqd the duties which devolved upon 
!urn. Besides, the Ministers conld, if they 
chose, as had been observed, draw only 
£800, and leave the balance in the Treasury ; 
and no doubt the officers in the Civil Service 
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wo)lld follow their example. 
oppose the motion, if it were 
division. 

He should 
pressed to a 

The original question was then put, and a 
division being called for, the Postma,,ter
General was found alone on the side of the 
ayes. 

The amendment was then put and passed. 

CUSTm.fS REGUL~\.'riO~ AJiiiENDJ'd:ENT 
ACT. 

woomba,imported, say, 100 hogsheads of rum; 
he would write clown to his agent to have 
them entered in a bonded store in Brisbane. 
The agent would fill up a form of bond and 
hand it in to the Custom House. That bond 
made the importer or agent liable for some 
hundreds of voumls, and was of no use 
whatever. Those bonds were Yery costly to 
the Government in printing, and Yery 

i oppressive upon the people ; and it wa~ in 
consequence of lns urgent representations 
on the subject, that be had introcluc~Cd this 
measure, which he hoped the House would 
pass. It proYidecl, however, that the pro
prietor of a bonded store-

The Hon. W. TrroRNTON moved the 
second reading of a Bill to amend the Act 
ninth Victoria number fifteen intituled an 
"Act to provide for the General .Hegulation 
of the Customs in New South \Vales." He 
would briefly state that his object in bring
ing forward this measu~·e was to rem~we a : 
great and unnecessary hmdrance to busmess, 
a great_ loss of time and money to importe~s 
of dutmble goods, and a great expense_ JU 

printing t? the G?vernment, b! reveah~g 
the sixty-sJXth scchon of the Aco 9 V1ctona, 
No. 15, which ·enacted:-

' " Should g!ve a boncl with one or more sufficient 
sm-ety or sureties to be approvecl by the collector 
or other principal officer in such amount as may 
be fixed ancl determined bv such cullrct,or or 

" That upon entry of any goods to be ware
housed the importer of surh goods instead of pay
ing down the duties ch:e thereon shall gi:e bond 
with one or more suffiCJent surety or suretws to be 
approved of by the collector or other principal 
officer in double the amount of duties payable on 
snch goods with condition for the sa_fe depositing 
of suc·h in the warchou'e mentioned m such emry 
and for the payment of all duties due upon such 
goods or fo1· the exportation thereof and "-it h 
further condition that no pm·t thereof shall be 
taken ont of such warehouse until cleared fr01n 
thence upon due entry and payment of duty or 
upon the clue entry for exportation and if after 
such bond shall have been given the goods or any 
part thereof shall be sold or disposed of so that 
the original bonder shall be no longer mtcr< ,t~d 
in or have control over the same 1t shall be lmYlul 
for the collector or other prineipal officer to admit 
fresh security to be given by the bond of the new 
pronrietor or other person having control over 
sue~ goods with_ one sufqcient . surety and to 
cancel the bond gJYen by tnc or1gnml boncler of 
such goods or to C'Xonerate him to the extent of 
the fresh security so given. " 
That Act was in force in K ew South '\V ales 
at the time of Separation, and not having
been repealed, still remained law in this 
colony. It was passed in New South vVales 
in X ovember, 1845, when the customs were 
handed over from the Imperial Treasury 
to the Government of that colony. But 
althouo-h the sixty-sixth clause of the Act in 
questi;n might be very useful in carrying 
out the bonded arrangements iu the mother 
countrv, it was not of the slightest use here. 
It had been found eqnally inapplicable in 
Victoria, South Australia, and he believed 
also in Tasmania. It was useless, for this 
reason, that a person who entered into a bond 
for the security of goods in a bonded store 
had no control whatever o;·er them, and 
could not even enter the store in w hi eh they 
were warehoused. It would operate in this 
way: .A. merchant, for instance, in Too-

other principal officer \Yith COndition for the pay
ment of aU duties whieh may become clue ancl 
payable on all goods which may from time to 
time be warehoused in such bonded warehouse 
and no goods shall be warehoused in such bonded 
warehouse until such bond as aforesaid has been 
duly given by the proprietor or occupier thereof." 
The proprietor had joint charge with the 
customs, and from his position had every 
facility for removing the goods from the store 
aml bmpering with them, which the importer 
could not ha,·e, and therefore it "'as but right 
that the former should give some security 
against such possible malprartices. In~tances 
had occurred, not in this country, but in 
New South \Yales, 1>here the proprietors of 
bonded stores had removed the goods and 
smugglPd to a great extPnt. In one instance, 
especially, thP revenue was clefrandecl to a 
large amount by the proprietor of a bonded 
store, who had a private store on the upper 
floor just over it. He gained access to the 
bonded store and drew off' a quantity of 
spirits, which he 1·eplaced with "·ater, and 
the reYenne suffered a very serious loss. 
But no iusb.nce had occurred in this colony 
in which the importer had had any such 
opportunity of defrauding 'the revenue. In 
fact, the clause in the Act \Yhich he now 
sought to repeal was nothing but a hindrance 
to trade and a nuisance to the public. He 
hoped, therefore, there woulcl be no oppo
sition to the Bill before the House. 

The question was put ancl passed, ancl the 
Bill read a second time. 




