
 
 
 

Queensland 
 

 
 

Parliamentary Debates 
[Hansard] 

 
Legislative Assembly 

 
 

FRIDAY, 4 OCTOBER 1867 
 

 
 

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy 
 



Ormvn Lands Sale Bill. [4 OcTOBER.] Tlte Native Police, Etc. 331 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Fridaft, 4 October, 1867. 

The N a tire Police and the Aborigines at ~Iorinish. 

THE NATIVE POLICE AND THE ABO­
RIGINES AT MORINISH. 

JHr. \VALSR moved-
1. That there be laid upon the table of this 

House a return of the correspondence which· has 
passed between the Government and their officers, 
and any other persons, relatiTe to the nuJ~sacre of 
certain blacks at the Morinish Diggings, about the 
month of J uno last. 

2. A copy of all Executive minutes on the 
same subject. 

3. A return of the official report of the number 
of blacks shot on the occasion. 

He was well aware that he had used 
strong terms in the motion, cspe,cially 
the word "massacre." Probably the Gov­
ernment would feel it their duty-and he 
should, if he were in the position ofa Minis­
ter-to take exception to the word, under the 
circumstances, see in.~ that they had to support 
the character of their officers. He had duly 
considered the vmrd, and he thought it was 
the only one he could properly apply to the 
~ircumstances, as they had reached his ears ; 
for he had happened to be not very far 
from the spot when the intelligence of the 
massacre was made known. He thought, too, 
1f there had been an inquiry into the affair 
.t would have shewn that there had been 
1 massacre. The blacks had been most 
1eartlessly andneecllesslyslaughtered, without 
~hyme or reason. There could have been no 
)::mic, and there was no necessity for the 
mslaught upon the blacks with firearms; for, 
irrespective of the police, the number of 
whites in the immediate neighborhood was 
some tenfold that of the blacks. To justify 
himself, and to shew that he was warranted 
in using the expression, he would quote from 
a description of the affair which, so far, had 
never been disputed, either in official form or 
otherwise .. The writer styled himself "A 
Stray Reporter of the Guardian," and he 
gave many minor particulars of his being J;~ear 
the spot. Thus he wrote :-

"A little before sunrise on the morning I have 
mentioned, I was lying awake, when I heard a 
regular volley fired, whiPh at first raised my curi­
osity, and produced a strange sensation that all 
was not right. J\:Iy mate, however, suggestecl that 
it might be the return of some opossum or kanga­
roo hunters, who had been out cluring the moon· 
light night, and I did not get up until my usual 
hour of rising. 'l'he first thing I heard was, 
that the black troopers had camped near the town• 
ship"-

it was not an out-station on the frontier of 
the colony ;-
" during the night, and hacl smpri~ecl the 
native camp, and shot a number of men, women, 
and children, amongst whom was a blackboy in 
the service of lVIr. J oseph Pattison, as a stockclriver, 
who, being sick, had returned to his tribe for the 
night, that he might be under the native medical 
treatment of his friends, Poor Tommy, alias ' Mr. 
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Pattison'-for, being a bit of a wag, he hacl 
adopt,,d his master's nanw, to whom he was much 
nttachcd--was a well-known character on the dig­
gings, ~tncl his long boots, recklc~d ric1iug, 
,tcntorian lmlloo, and good-lnunorecl face, 
distingui,hed him from all the other bogs in the 
j m·nship. Tommy qlso had a faithfulnr's and 
,:c-votcclnc6S to his nmster's scnice which shnvcd 
il -elf in nuny w•tys. Not long ago, accompanying 
~\[1·. P11ttison \vith a. 1nob of cattle, 1t ,,~as necessary 
to c-wim the swollen river Yaamba. 'Ihe feat was 
performed withot~t ac~ident, and 'rommy,_ keeping 
do•-J to ::iir. l:'att1son m the water, 'a1d w;th great 
camc;tne>>, 'tlo be afraicl master, me stick to 
)"OU.' '' 

'l'L::t was not at all an uncommon event. It 
was characteristic of the aboriginal; anc1 
he (:\Ir. \Y alsh) d>Velt upon it to shew that 
reallv if the blacks were capable of doing such 
kincf and a!l.ecti0nate acts towards their em· 
ployri·s, it was the duty of the House a_nd_ of 
the Government-the duty of every Ohnsban 
--irrc~pective of the sterner duty they had 
sometimes to perform, to see that the blacks 
were not unfairly treated. 
"J3nt to return to what I was about to toll you. 
On ]!,'a ring that a number of blacks had been shot, 
I f~Ltrlcd for the camp, which was qmtc clesertecl. 
'[he firet. native fire I came to exhibited all the 
marl:s ol' '"yoJley haYing been fired into those who 
ll,,cl been pas"ing the night around it. The 
dotlH , of n1en, "'~omen, and children lay on the 
"ronm1. jns t as they ha cl been thrown off an cl 
~ccliue<l upon during the night. Three pools of 
blood two of them mixed with brain, were seen 
elosc to the fire, a.nd a "\YOn1en's skirt and scauty 
cbthin;:; "'e~e also founcl soakPCl in blood, \1-hilt', 
]l'e~rlin 1t from the fire in several dircctio;:ts, traces 
of blood appeared, some of them as 1f fullmg 
from the wonnclecl who had fled, and other two 
ns if clcad bleeding bodies had been clragged 
along." 
\Yell, if that statement was true, was he not 
im,tificd in arplying the word massacre to 
'tlw affair P 
" On f: oing to a water: lw~e, about ten yards 
oil·; J stm- a bhtck corpse m 1t, and, on the head 
becng noise 1, I recognised it to be Tommy." 

He (.\Ir. 1\~dslt) really thought that Tommy 
i\"aS mun1cred, under the circumstances. 

" There \Ye re t hrec \Youncls to bo seen, one 
throu h the arm, [ClOther through the chest, and 
t.he j_]~ird ktd lHSsed through the brain, from the 
tc1uple up\crard~, iu rt slanting direction." 

The poor fclim>, he apprehended, had not 
li-.ecl yery lon;.i. That might, and probably 
would, relieve some persons' minds of the 
idea that Tommr was really massacred! 

" It wu.s e.-idcnt that all the shots hacl been 
fired at hilil ii·om one sido when in the same posi­
tion, cmrl that the shot through the skull hacl 
been reeciwcl as he lay on the ground. 't'ommy's 
brother, ancl another boy who was wounded at 
the same time, u,•ured me, last night, that they 
were all !t·lecp when the first -.alley of balls were 
fired, and had no warningwhateverthatthetroopers 
were upon them, until they were wakened up by 
beino· wounded. I did not see any more dead 
bodi~s at the time, but two men were afterwards 

found below a log about twenty yards off, and a 
little further up a little girl about eight years old, 
was lying, shot dead, below a bush ; and a little 
boy, who hacl been engaged in looking afttCr Mr. 
I'attison's sheep yard, was also found dead." 

Unless the whole of this was a fiction, was 
it not a massacre ? Unless every word >Vas 
false, was it not an atrocious massacre ? 
"A >veil-known gin, named Dora or 'l'ory, was 
shot in the arm when sit-ting at the same fire, 
and hns not yet had the bullet cxtr"cted. blw, 
however-as well as a wounded boy in the service 
of l\fr. Vicars, butcher-lms been sent clown to 
Rockhampton to the hospital, thP inhabitants of 
the township having subscribed the funds nec£s­
sary for doing so. It is, however, feared that the 
boy will die, mortification havin'i commenced in 
the wonndecl arm. At the next fire, at which 
evidently only one man had been sitting, probably 
an old feliow, I found another pool of blood. The 
poor wretch seemed to have leapt about six or 
eight feet, when wounded, from the fire; and the 
ground all round bore marks of the agonies of 
his death-struggle-being spurred up and torn 
with his fingers in e.-m·y direction. His body 
had, however, by this time been ch·agged into tlw 
long grass, and I dicl not see it, although it has 
been since recovered. In all, six human beings 
had been shot by the first volley, and about as 
many wounded, who are now dying in the bush. 
' Blackfellows many in the bu:·h, too much 
wounds, go by-and-bye,' has been again and again 
tolclme by the natives. Ono old man, suffering 
from a painful disease which nearly pre-.ented 
him from hobbling along at all, tried to make 
his escape, and had got some distance from the 
camp, when a black trooper seeing him at once shot 
him down, mortally wounding him, although he 
lived in great agony until the night or morning of 
next clay. :Each day adds to the tale of horrors, 
and splints and bandages are as common as cast­
off raiment amongst the unfortunates, ancl each 
has some story to tell of a killed or wounded 
friend or relative. 
, " So much for what I actually saw, now for 
what I was told, and in this I will merely confine 
myself to wlw,t the sub-inspector of native police 
said to me, who "as in command of the troopers. 
I had heard that some Dawson blacks had nmr­
dcred and mutilated a shepherd in a shocking 
manner, on one of Mr. Archer's stations, robbing 
his hut of e-.crything they could find." 

Re thought he was almost justified in saying 
that was a fiction ; :mcl that he could appeal 
to the honorable member for Rockhampton, 
that the blacks had not done anything on any 
of his stations at the time-at any rate, 
nothing to warrant such a report being spread 
about. 
" One of the troopers told this story, describing 
minutelv all the details of the atrocit-ies committed. 
On meeting the sub-inspector, he introduced the 
subject of the massacre himself-" 

so it appeared that the sub-inspector must 
ha-.e called the affair a massacre ;-
" and I asked him about the particulars of the 
murder. He expressed his surprise, and said 
that he knew of no shepherd having been mur­
dm·ecl, and that, in obedience to instructions given 
him, he had followed up, by the assistance of a 
black tracker, two black men who had taken some 
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tea and sugar from a shepherd's hut. He hacl 
arrived in the township the previous night, ancl 
had camped near the Commissioner's hut, and 
just before daybreak he started for the bbck 

1 

c,nnp, ordering his troopers to load their C'!rbines, 
which arc double-barrelled, one barrel with blank 
cartridge to disperse the mob, ancl the other with 
ball cartridge to use in case they met with resist­
an("e. According to that gentlernan's sb2tcment, 
althoucrh I must say, he only repeated what he 
heard (at least as I understood him), it appeared 
that O)l rr,ching the camp a blank volley was 
fired as he supposed, Ol1 which Tommy, 'Who was 
killed, sprang up and showed fight, throwing 

1 
a 

nulla-nulla at ono of the troopers, ancl near,y 
hittin"' him. This, he sairl, so cmagcd the 
troop~·s that they, without his orders, delivered 
their sc~ond volley, shooting six of the natives." 

Well, takil1g that statement of the sub­
inspector, the native police were the 
a<,.O'reosors. The blacks were camped 
n~~r the town, doing no harm,. and, if 
they had done anything, the pohce could 
have surrounded the camp and apprehended 
them quietly. He (Mr. yY' al_sh) supposed 
that the police were so uudrscrphned, that, 
upon the nulla-nulla being thrown, they 
fired. 

" IIe rearcttcd, he said, that his men had shot 
Tommy, but he (the sub-inspector) had only 
done his duty. Had Tommy, he said, called out 
that he was Mr. Pattison's 'boy' he woulcl have 
been all right ; but added, the native police would 
be of no use unle,s they acted promptly, and 
made the blacks fc.lr them. It was a pity, he 
said, that it had happened in a township so near 
Rockhampton, as there would be such a blow 
about it." 
All he could say was, that the "blow" had 
been coming up a long time. He wished 
that some other honorable member had taken 
notice of this matter ; it was one that he was 
supposed to have taken more than a proper 
measure of interest in. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY: Hear, hear. 
Mr. vVALSH : That he had made many 

enemies through it-more than any man in 
the country-was true. 

Dr. CHALLINOR: Very likely. 
J\fr. WALSH: However, that must not 

make him fear to do his duty. The sub­
inspector continued: 
" -had it been in the bush it would never have 
been heard of. As to the hunt that follO>Ycd the 
t-wo vollevf:) i11 ·which blacks, gins, plea.nlnnics, and 
dogs, "\Vel~e shot as a recTcntion, he said nothing 
-p1·ob:tbly he knew· nothing, for he beljevcd his 
men were out seelchg f?,cir horses, which they 
had _left some }istance from the tO>>nship the 
prcvJous n:ght. 

That, he (Mr. IV alsh) believed, >ras the real 
version-that the men >Yerc out looking for 
their horses, fell in with the blacks, and, as a 
matter of course, fired on them. 
" The universal feeling is one of (lisgust and 
rearet, and the treatment of the black population 
byb those in authority is freely canva'f'3ed. 'l'h~ 
Christian instift;fio;, of the native mounted 
police is much discussed, and a spirit has been 

c~,necl up" which will not easily be laid. Confi­
dence in perwnal safety i, gone, and it is feared 
that retaliation will follow, for what can the 
white man exrwct, when he follows the e,;:ample 
of the s;wage, an cl tries . to cope with them on 
thei1· m.vn tern1s." 

He trusted that the Government would give 
the H0usr a full return to the motion, cand 
that there were suJEcient members in the 
House, now, who would insist that, in future, 
the blacks should be treated with something 
like justice-with a little more fairness-and 
as though they were being dealt with by 
Christians instead of sava"CS. 

The CoLoxuL SEcRETA~lY said there could 
be no doubt whatever that the honorable 
member for Nfaryboroughhad a perfect right 
to ask for those returns, or to pm'>Ue his 
monomania on the subject to extreme mea­
sures-to any extent he thought fit. That 
lronorable member would hare clone well had 
he waited until the information he a,kcd for 
had been supplied, before giYing his opinion 
on the matter, instead of trusting to the 
account given by an anonymous correspon­
dent to a newspaper-a man who was not 
even brave enough to sign his name to what 
he wrote. Those anonymous correspondents 
should alwp.ys be loolcecl upon with suspicion, 
if not contempt. If a man had a chatge to 
make, he should give his name. He (the 
Colonial Secretary) would not, under any cir­
cumstances, pay any attention to anonymous 
remarks in the newspapers. The honorable 
member went too far in saying that a mas­
sacre had taken place. He was not there as 
an apologist, and he was not going to screen 
the officer commanding the black troopers on 
that occasion ; but he could not think that 
any massacre had either been intended or 
carried into execution, in the true sew e or 
the w_ord. An error of judgmPnt had b,~ en 
commrtted. It appeared th~t .the offi('l'r had 
comrnanded his men to load ono barrel with 
blank and one barrel 1rith rall cartridge; 
the latter only to be ml'd in case the blaeks 
shewed fight. No clonbt, some hlarks hall 
been Bhot. He thouuht the officer hacl arted 
with mmt of judgmei;t, but not with cruelty. 
That officer l1ad Rin~e been dismisfecl the 
service. It could not be said that those 
blacks were harmless, for the cycnin :r before 
the aJ'ra Y took Dlacc they had ih1~catcned 
a ·white ,~~oLnan ~ith a to1nah~'vk, and had 
demandcc1 rations at several hut< in a very 
yicleut manner, andlnd altogether b?hand 
m a very bad >my. 'l'hey had been followed 
up by the police, ~ncl honorable members saw 
the result. He was not going to defend it. 
The blacks might have been dispersed with­
out being shot; bnt it must be remembered 
that Tommy, one of the blaclcs who had been 
ohot, was the first to shew fight. One of the 
policemen had been hit. He should not 
oppose the production of the correspondence 
asked for; but when honorable members 
applied for returns, they should, in all honor, 
wait until that eviden'ce was before them, 
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before they made statements founded upon 
anonymous correspondence in newspapers. 

Dr. CHAI,LINOR said the honorable the 
Colonial Secretary had stated that this was a 
monomania of the honorable member for 
JYiaryborough: if so, it was one that he 
ought to be proud of, and that the House 
ought to be proud of. The Minister had 
said, further, that honorable members ought 
not to take for granted an anonymous report. 
vV ell, he (Dr. Challinor) must say that he 
crave full credence to the report-alone, 
ft was a primd facie case-and it was 
corroborated by his own experience 
of evidence taken from witnesses on 
oath, which had been published through 
the press. He had seen a child that was 
shot-not materially injured-in the affray 
at :Fassifern. He knew, also, that decrepid 
old men-m particular an old man, blind of 
one eye-had been shot ruthlessly clown. He 
had corroboration of that from the sworn 
testimony of white men, and his ow~ obserYa­
tion. He knew, also, that a very <[met black­
fellow and a gin had been shot at Dugandan; 
and, as to the character of the blackfellow 
who was shot there, the honorable member 
for vVest J\1:oreton, nfr. G. Thorn, could 
testify. He had, also, in his possession a 
bullet which was lodged in a blackfellow on 
one of those occ:1sions. It »as :1ll very well 
for honorable members to laugh, but it would 
haYe been no laughing matter if they had 
been the subjects of assault. He had atten­
ded that blackfellow in the bush for weeks for 
the hospital. ~he patient was supp~i:d with 
rations on pubhc account. It was p1tmble to 
see the emaci:1tion of that man before he was 
cured of his wound. In point of fact, the 
limb mortified. Anyone who wanted to know 
the way in which blackfellow~ were " dis­
persed" should refer to the evidence taken, 
on oath, before himself at coroners' inquests, 
and to the evidence giYen by Lieutenant 
Wheeler before a select committee of the 
Assembly. vVhen he asked for the report 
made by the officer named, the honorable the 
Attorney-General .declined to bri.ng. it for­
ward, because it m1ght tend to cnmmate on 
self-evidence ; and the honorable and learned 
gentlem:1n had said that w~en an offir~r 
·was called upon by the superwr head of lus 
department to report on a case, he ·was bound 
to report truthfull,v-,. and he should ~ot 
be placed in a pos1t10n, by the prcductwn 
of that report, tlmt he would not occupy 
at the bar of the criminal court. That 
shewed that there was evidence which would 
criminate the officer in charge of the native 
police. vVith regard to the instructions to 
fire blank cartridge, there was no eYidence 
before the House except the statement of the 
officer in ch:1rge, as given in the ne>YSpaper 
report. Suppo"e that it was truthft;l, i~ did 
not disprove the charg-e. He (Dr. Cnallmor) 
could mention a matter that had occurred 
within his experience. At a volunteer funer~, 
·at Ipswich, the officer m charge of the burml 

party gave an order that his men should fire 
blank cartridge ; but it was known before­
hand that they intended to fire with ball cart 
ridge. He strongly reprimanded that officer, 
and told him that if a similar thing occurred 
again he would report him at head-quarters. 
There had been no attempt to shew that 
anything more than larceny had been com­
mitted by the blacks-nothing more than a 
theft-they were, at the time, in the neigh- . 
borhood of a considerable number of white 
men, enough to have surrounded the bl:1cks 
and secured them as prisoners, when they 
could haYe been dealt with according to law. 
Thehonomble the Colonial Secrebrypalliated 
-he (Dr. Challinor) would not say justified 
-the dispersion of the blacks. l'he native 
troopers were not, however, justified in firing 
blank cartridge upon the camp. How were 
the blacks to know it was blank cartridge ? 
It was unreasonable to suppose that they 
would not rise up in self-defence ; but, 
because they had clone so, they had been 
fired on with ball. He believed, if the 
honorahle the Coloni:1l Secretary was fired at 
with blank c:1rtridge, without knowing it, he 
would shew fight, and he would feel perfectly 
justified in sending a nulla-null:1 at the 
head of his assailant. Let the fact be 
admitted that the blacks had committed 
larceny-that they had robbed a hut-was 
that :1n excuse for dispersing :1nd killing 
them ? vVhat was good for the black 
man was good for the white man. Honor­
able members knew that not long ago cer­
tain places in Toowoomba were bailed up by 
white men, who all supplied themselYes with 
grog. But what would the country h:1ve 
thought if the police had been sent out to 
disperse them with blank cartridge, and, if 
the men did not go away and attempted to 
defend tlwmselves, to fire on them with ball 
cartridge ? Let the House deal justly and 
f:1irly with the blacks. The law was such, 
that it would not allow their testimony 
to be taken in a court of law. Therefore, 
the Goyernment ought to be most careful 
with regard to their protection, so that no 
abuse of power should make them suffer 
unnecessarily or unjustly. The report of the 
officer in charge at M orinish might be per­
fectly correct ; but still it was an ea' parte 
statement. The blacks were unable to disprove 
it by law, if it was not correct. The horror­
able the Colonial Secretary had said th:1t the 
honorable member for Maryborough ought 
not to have gone into particulars before 
demanding the returns. Well, honorable 
members were Yery frequently told, and it 
had been said to himself, that no sufficient 
ground w:1s shewn for the production of 
papers asked for-that it was not right to 
put the country to the expense of clerical 
labor or printing, without cause shewn-to 
use an expression employed only last night. 
It was well known that the honorable mem­
ber for Maryborough and himself (Dr. 
Challinor) thought alike on the black question. 
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If it was a weakness, or if more than a weak­
ness, which caused them to be charged with 
monomania, then he was very glad to share 
in the reproach that had been cast upon the 
honorable member for his part in the matter 
before the House. If the fullest investiga­
tion was not made into it, it would stamp, 
not only the native police forcf', not only the 
Government, but the House, with reproach. 

Mr. Frrzsnnroxs observed that a great 
d0al of credit was due to thehonorab~e mem­
ber for lVIaryhorough for bringing the matter 
before the .House, and he confessed that thercJ 
was some credit due to the honorable mem­
ber for Ipswich, Dr. Oltallinor, also. No 
honorable member was more ready than 
himself to condemn ttn indiscriminat-e slaugh­
ter of the blacks; but, at the same timc,Lhe 
could not fail to observe, that while the 
honorable member for Ipswich referred to 
the blacks having been slaughtered at Fassi­
fern, and other parts of the colony, and con­
demned the great cruelties perpetrated upon 
them by Europeans, he had failed to notice 
the atrocities of the blacks-the murder of 
the "Wills family, the Dawson murder, and the 
brutal murder of Fanny Briggs at Rockhamp­
ton. Those were all cases which the honor­
able member ought to have named. There 
was no one in the House who knew better 
than the honorable member how to screen the · 
beastly atrocities committed by the blacks. 
He remembered having seen on the J',Iackenzie 
River the body of a murdered man, who had 
only been about six months in the country, 
had scarcely seen a black before, and had 
never provoked them. This man had been 
employed on a sheep station; and when he 
went out with his sheep, the blacks watched 
him, and killed him; and they did so for no 
other reason except to take his wife and 
children into the bush. He was well 
acquainted with the circumstance, as he had 
been sent for to hold a magisterial inquiry 
into the case; and he saw the man buried. 
He had no doubt that something very wrong 
had taken place, as the honorablc member for 
JYiaryborough had stated, on the JVIorinish; 
but he believed it had arisen from an indis­
cretion on the part of the officer in charge, 
who had lost all command over the troopers 
at the time. He had for a long time been of 
opinion that there was something radically 
wrong in the native police force. He had 
had a great deal of experience among the 
blacks in New South vV ales, as well as here ; 
and he fancied that, if the officers of that 
force would exert themselves to get the 
blacks to go more among the stations, they 
might teach them to distinguish between 
right and w:ong, and the blacks would not 
congregate m such large numbers, and be so 
effective fm mischief as thev were now. If 
they were scattered among the stations, they 
would be more under the command of the 
police, and, when they committed offences, 
would be more easily pursued than when 
they collected in the scrubs and ranges, 

where they could easily conceal themselves. 
No doubt, if the Government made some 
efFort in that direction, good would come of 
it. He knew in some-in nearly all-places 
in the north, the bhcks would not go into 
stations; and the consequence was, that they 
took eyery opportunity of committing murder, 
and stealing sheep and cattle. He should be 
very glad to see the Government take some 
step in that direction, and see if they could 
:hot get some eclm,ated men to try and bring 
about a better understanding with the blacks; 
it would be much better than being always at 
war with them. 

Mr. SrEriiEKS said it seemed to be admitted 
that a number of, or at least some, blacks had 
been collected on the occasion referred to. 
It was also pretty clear, from strrtements on 
both sides of the House, that there was no 
distinct charge against the very persons who 
were killed, though there might have been 
against some others. It had also been 
proved that the nati1'e police were the 
aggressor,;. The affair occurred in the 
vicinity of a township, and there were 
persons sleeping within hearing of the scene 
of the massacre. \Yell, if such an affair 
occurred near a township on this occasion, 
what reason was there to suppose that such 
occurrences did not take place in other places 
-in every place, in fact, where police were 
stationed. The honorable member for Cler­
mont hacl stated that the officer in charge 
was guilty of an indiscretion ; but he had 
not said whether that indiscretion consisted 
in shooting the blacks, or in doing so where 
the shots ~oulcl be heard. That appeared to 
be the principle hitherto laid do1m in the 
House, and, therefore, he thought "massacre" 
was the propel' term to use. Those unfor­
tunate persons had not been killed under 
any legal authority ; in fact, it was well 
known that there was no hw for it at all. 
If the troopers had been disbanded, the same 
aet would have been rnurde1·; but, as there was 
some sort of authority for them, the honor­
ablo member had used the term " masf'acre" 
instead of "murder." He did not see how 
such occurrences could be a voiclr,d as long as 
the native police fvrce was maintained in its 
presC'nt form ; for, although they had no law 
to authorise them to put blacks to death, 
what ,,-as the course pursued? A blackfellow 
was not allowed. to gi \'e evidence in a court 
of l_aw, and proYision was made that only one 
wh1te person could be present at these scenes. 
The consequence was, tbat the force, main­
tained at the expense of the country, in its 
present organization, was simply a force of 
extermination. Half a dozen native troopers 
were taken out, arms were put into their 
hands, and they were led out at dark, when 
everyone was quietly asleep, and allowed to 
fire volleys into a number of unoffcnding 
blacks. Yet, in consequence of the consti­
tution of the force, no evidence of this 
massacre could be brought against it. That 
was a system which the House had deliber, 
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ately adopted, in sending half a dozen sa1ages 
with only one man to command them ; and 
until that system was altered, and other 
white men could be summoned to give evi­
dence, so as to prove these outrages, there 
w6ulcl be no remedy. As the matter st.ood, 
thoy knew that certain blacks had been 
killed ; but there was no evidence to prove 
it, and no means of punishing the offenders. 
'l'he honorable member for Clermont had 
alluded to other murders committed by the 
blacks. Ho did not know what his object 
was; it could not be to prove that t1ro bhcks 
made a white, or to make the murders less 
reroltino-. He thought a far more effectual 
mode of protecting the settlers might be 
adopted than merely providing a small force 
of extermination. 

Mr. G. THORN said he could bear out the 
lwnorable member for Ips1rich in his remarks 
on the massacre or murder at the Dungandan 
Scrub. In that case the blacks had been 
employed on the station and had committed 
no depredations in that district; they were 
employed eleven months out of the twelve 
on the station. In that case, as well as on 
the JYiorinish, he believed they had been 
wantonly shot down, and he strongly recom­
mended the Government to make some 
alteration in the Act. On the broad ground 
of humanity alone, if on no oth·er, the blacks 
ought not to be shot at and destroyed as they 
had been. He might also observe that the 
very day of the Dungan~an massa.cre~ some 
quiet blacks were shot at m that d1stnct by 
some police from Dalby, nnd his brother, the 
member for the Northern Dovms, had the 
areatest difficulty in preventing the other 
blacks from kill!ng all the white people on 
his station. The man who was now in charge 
of the same station was a new man, who 
]mew nothing about the blacks, and he should 
not be surprised any day to hear that some 
murder had taken place there. He indorsed 
all that had been said by the honorable 
member for Ipswich, Dr. Challinor ; and he 
believed the blackfellow Tommy had been 
fully justified in rising in self-defence. 

]'!fr. FRANCIS said he should have preferred 
to see the whole question of the native police 
of this colony, and the treatment of the 
blacks, brought under the notice of the 
House in some more definite shape. He had 
the strongest objection to the continuance of 
that force, and no member in that House 
could go further than he would in denouncing 
the murders which were said to have taken 
place. But he must say that the position 
taken up by th~ hon~rable ~~e Uolomal Sec­
retary appcareu to lmn qmLo unanswerable, 
that no one had a right to say that a masmcrc 
had taken place until he was in posseflsion of 
eridence to prove it. He beliered, as a 
matter of opinion, that the account-the 
horrible account-which had been read to the 
House by the honorable member for l~ock­
humpton, w~s true ;, ~mt he .did not .thi~k tlie 
House was m a pos1t10n to rake actlon m the 

matter until the evidence now asked for had 
been placed before it. He would suggest to 
the honorable member that he did not 
strengthen his case by discussing the subject 
before that evidence was produced. He 
might say that he felt deeply indebted to the 
honorable member for the course he had 
taken; and if the honorable member had 
made enemies before by showing sympathy 
with the blacks, he (Mr. Francis) only hoped 
he might also make such enemies ; though he 
must say he did not see that any enmity 
could be caused by shewing a proper regard 
for the interests of that race. 

Mr. MYLNE said he believed that in almost 
every case where a slaughter among the 
blacks had taken place, it had been attribut­
able to the inefiiciency of the officers in 
charge of the police. He had met many of 
them who were totally unfit for their position; 
and he was convinced thatuntilmen were found 
who would make it a profession, and study the 
character of the blac]{s, the dnty would never 
be properly performed. One of the very first 
principles in dealing with the aboriginals 
wa.> not to intimidate them, and the firing of 
blank cartridge had the effect of inciting 
them to resistance-in fact, a blackfellow was 
justified in resenting sueh an act, :No officer 
~who was up to his duty would have adopted 
such a course. 

:Mr. ARCHER said the. honorable member 
who had spoken last had pointed out the real 
cause-the inefficiency of the officers. JYiost 
of the massacres had occurred because the 
officers were not efficient men. The honor­
able member for JHaryborough had referred 
to him personally, and had asked whether it 
was true that shepherds had been killed by 
the blacks on his station. The fact was, that 
robberies of the shepherds' huts had fre­
quently taken place, but no violence had 
been offered to the shepherds. Still, those 
robberies had been very frequent, and the 
annoyance had been so great that it was 
found difficult to keep the men at the stations. 
At the time he spoke of, there was a gentle­
man in charge of the native police force in 
that district ;,·ho would be a credit to any 
force-Mr. George .Murray-and he (Mr. 
Archer) was in the habit of sending to that 
officer at any time when the blacks had been 
especially troublesome. And that gentleman 
could always errsily di~perse the blacks 
without shooting any of them-he knew 
better than to do so. But he had been re­
moved to Springsure, and a new man, a 
1ery inefficient officer-a frightfully excit­
able Frenchman-had been placed in charge. 
Unwittingly, he (Mr. Archer) had sent to him 
upon one occasion, in reference to some 
robberies which had been committed at S0me 
of tLe stations, and askrJ him to send the 
blacks away. Ho had done so without the 
slightest l1csitation, not for a moment antici· 
pating any othel' result than that which 
had ensued from previous apnlications of a 
similar kind; for the -blacks, "although they 
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came about the st11tions, and were some­
times troublesome, never injured anyone, 
and all th11t he required was the pro­
tection which the native police had been 
accustomed to afford. He had, therefore, 
sent to the officer !IS usual, and shortly 
afterwards, to his horror an<;! disgust, he 
had heard the particulars of the outrage 
which had been mentioned. He belieYed 
that eyery one of these occurrences arose 
out of the inefficiency of the native police 
officers. Had J\fr. l\1urray remained in 
eharr'e, he was convinced that not only 
woui~l no death have taken place, but no 
shot would have been fired. There was a 
great difference in the character and effi­
ciency of those officers. Some of them were 
men: who were fit to command an army, 
while others were scarcely fit to hold a 
musket; mid until some better selection was 
macle, these affairs would continually occur. 
There vras one mistake, however, which he 
must point out, viz., that all these outrages 

·were caused by the native police force. 
Now, he did not hesitate to say that there 
would be more blacli:s killed if the force were 
done away with. He was convinced that he 
was right, and pr?bably his exper~ence, or at 
any rate, that ofhrs famrly, was qmte as great 
as that of the honorable member for .lYiary­
borough. At any rate, they had always been 
very successful in. their treatment of the 
blacks, and it was their opinion that, if the 
native police were taken away, the settlers 
would take the matter into their own hands, 
and a worse state of things would ensue. 
He thought, therefore, it would be better 
not to abolish the force, but to t11ke steps to 
make it effective and to put it in better 
order. The honorable member for Ipswich, 
Dr. Challinor, had spoken of the way in 
which the blacks were dispersed. It was 
particularly true that some officers had a 
habit of dispersing them in the way the 
honorable member' had mentioned; but, on 
the other hand, he knew many officers who 
;vould no more think of injuring a black 
when dispersing them than he would a white 
man. If officers of that sort were appointed, 
these occurrences would never take place; but 
it would never do to have the force abolished. 
He believed that had been the intention of 
the Government, but they had committed 
a great mistake, and if such a plan were 
carried out, it would be found that a number 
of stations which had been taken up in the 
north would have to be abandoned. He did 
not mean to say, if it were to the interest of 
the country, the sacrifice of a few stations 
Rhould interfere with such a step ; but he 
must say that the Government should not 
have held out inducements to people to 
take up country in the far nort~1, if t~ey 
intended to take away the protectron whrch 
was one of the principal inducements. He 
had no intention to speak further on the 
subject, but the honorable member for 
Maryborough having asked him a certain 
question, he had stated shortly what he 

believed to be the cause of these unfortu­
nate occurrences. 

JHr. SANDE:IIA::'if said he eould not allow 
the subject to pass without confirming almost 
every syllable that had fallen from the hqn­
orable member for Rockhampton. Being an 
old resident in the colony, and having had 
considerable experience among the blacks 
in the earlier times, he might, perhaps, be 
entitled to give an opinion on the subject. 
He felt as certain as he was of his existence, 
that if the native police force were abolished, 
a fur greater amount of outrage would take 
place tlmn had ever been heard of since its 
establishment. He believed that the ineffi­
ciency of the foree was entirely attributable 
to its bad management, and to the class of 
men appointed as officers. It had been for 
some time a bye-word, that the native police 
force of this colony was a refuge for the 
destitute, and that young men without expe­
rience of any kind ·were considered quite 
good enough for such a force. Yet there was 
no department under the Government which 
required men of greater judgment and expe­
rience, and it was not right to argue, from 
the abuse of the force which had taken 
place, that there was no necessity for it. 
He could quite enter into the feeling of 
humanity which had induced the honorable 
member for l\Iaryborough to bring the 
subject under the notice of the House. 
He was aware that the honorable member 
had always held peculiar views on that 
question, and was of opinion that white 
troopers would be found equally serviceable; 
but he believed that if the opinions of expe­
rienced men were taken throughout the 
country, the honorable member would be 
found greatly in the minority. Every prac­
tical man would testify to the impossibility 
of keeping the blacks in check by means of 
a purely white force. The object of the force 
~as not aggressive-they should be employed 
1f properly managed rather for the preven­
tion than the punishment of outrages. The 
honorable member for Clermont had stated, 
in answer to the honorable member for Ips­
wich, Dr. Challinor, that that honorable mem­
ber seemed to have a greater feeling for the 
poor blacks than for his own countrymen. He 
(Mr. Sandeman) did not go as far as that, but 
he must say that the remarks of that horror­
able member did bear a very one-sided infer­
ence. 'l'he honorable member for Clermont 
had also alluded to several glaring outraD"eS 
by the blacks. Now, he (Mr. Sandeman) h~p­
pened to have been in the neighborhood,within 
a few miles of the place, immediately after 
the Wills massacre took place. It had been 
given out that the whites were the aggressors 
m that instance, but he was in a position to 
prove that that was not the case. The late 
Mr. Wills was known to be a man who erred 
rather on the side of kindly feeling, and if he 
had been a little more strict in his arrange­
ments in forming a new station, the outrage 
in question would never have taken pla 
It was because of his kindly leanings towards 
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the blacks that precautionary measures were 
not adopted. The savages were encouraged, 
and it was by a pre-concerted arrangement 
among them that the attack was made. That 
was clear from the fact that every person on 
the station fell at a given signal. That was 
proved afterwards at the inquiry which took 
place. The bullock-driver fell at the side of 
his bullocks ; the· cook was knocked down at 
his fire · and .M:r. ·wills himself, who slept 
in a te~t, suddenly awoke and was rushing 
out when he was struck down at the 
threshold. He mentioned that case because 
it was a very strong one, as showing the 
treacherous nature of the blacks in their 
savage state ; and he could vouch for the 
facts he had mentioned. It was not right to 
take a one-sided view of the subject, and he 
would urg~ that, from motives of ~ll~mani!y, 
it was desirable to make every efl:oro to m­
crease the efficiency of the force, rather than 
to abolish it. 

Mr . .M:rLES said he did not rise to defend 
the action taken by the native police in the 
case brought under the notice of the House 
by the honorable member for Maryborough ; 
but he thou()'ht it would have been better if 
that honorable member had simply asked 
for the correspondence relating to it, and 
had afterwards formally brought forward a 
motion on the subject. The honorable mem­
ber had pursued an unprecedented course. 
Honorable members were asked to debate 
a question upon w ?ic~ they had no evide_nce 
whatever and then· time was taken up with­
out any good result. He believed he n:-ight 
lay claim to have had as long an expenence 
of the native police force as the honorable 
member for Maryborough. He had known 
that force not only in this, but in the neigh­
boring colony, and he coni~ s_tate, wit~m~t 
the sli()'htest fear of contradwtron, that If It 
were abolished there would be nothing more 
or less than a war of extermination. He 
particularly wished to impress that upon 
honorable members, especially those who 
were residents in the town and could have 
had no experience among the blacks. He 
had been on the frontiers for twenty-five or 
twenty-six years, and had been constantly in 
contact with the blacks. He had had to 
contend with them before any native police 
force was established, and, as far as his 
experience went, he was perfectly convinced 
that wherever the settlers were left to defend 
themselves a war of extermination would 
ensue. The honorable member was aware 
that there were ecrtain periods of the year, 
such as the lambing and shearing seasons, 
when every man must be at his post; and, if 
the blacks came down, and a shepherd was 
killed of course every man ·would help his 
nei()'hbor and it was not likely the blacks 
wo~ld b~ treated very leniently by them. 
The native police were in a different position 
altogether; their object when an outrage 
had been committed was to find out who 
were the guilty parties, 11nd to punis4 them, 
pnd no others, · · 

Mr. W ALSH : They never did. 
Mr. MILES : The honorable member said 

they never did, but that was a sort of mania 
with the honorable member ; he believed he 
was diseased to a certain extent on that 
subject. The honorable member for South 
Brisbane had called the force an illegal one. 
He believed it was the case, but the question 
was, whether it was better to continue such 
a force, or to bring about a war of exter­
mination. There could be no doubt that 
IYould be the result of abolishing the force. 
He believed that, during the three or four 
years he had resided on the Dawson, he had 
assisted to bury upwards of thirty bodies of 
white men who had been killed by the 
blacks. In many cases, those men were 
murdered when out \Yith their flocks, ·ancl 
there were no witnesses to prove the 
murders. The honorable and gallant 
member for Ipswich had informed the 
House that the evidence of a black could not 
be received, and the honorable member for 
South Brisbane had pointed out that when 
blades were shot by the native police, there 
was no evidence of the fact, because only one 
·white man accompanied the troopers. But 
he would ask what evidence could be brought 
against the black who murdered those shep· 
herds. He had known the blacks to watch a 
man day after day until they had an oppor­
tuni!Y. ~f murdermg him, when there was no 
possibilrty of proving who perpetrated the 
deed. The honorable member for South 
Brisbane had also stated that, in the case on 
the Morinish, the police had pounced upon 
the blacks before daylight; but he could 
remember instances where the blacks had 
pounced upon white people in the same way. 
He need only cite the Hornet Bank massacre, 
and a more shocking outrage he had never 
heard of. At that affair there were altogether 
eleven, including men, women, and children, 
killed by the savages. He supposed that no 
more barbarous murders were ever committed. 
All the females, and even children of five or 
six years old, were violated in a most horrible 
manner ; their legs and arms were broken­
in fact, he had never witnessed such revolting 
barbarities. The honorablc member for Ips­
wich could never refer to any outrage like 
that committed upon blacks. He would 
strongly recommend honorable members to 
be very ,careful in dealing with this question. 
He thought it would be well to bring the 
subject before the House in a proper form, 
after the correspondence had been produced. 
He must again warn honorable members that 
it would be very dangerous to abolish the 
force. If they had in some instances com­
mitted cruelties, they had prevented hundreds 
and hundreds of white persons from being 
murdered. Allusions hacl been made to the 
officers who commanded the force. He be­
lieved there was room for great reformation 
there. He had not had an opportunity lately 
of forming an opinion of them, hut his previous 
experience of those gentlemen led him to 
form the opinion that nine out of every ten 
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ought never to have been appointed, for they 
were men without judgment or discretion; 
and, to put it in a mild form, the force was a 
refuge for the destitute. Besides, the con­
stant association with black troopers tended 
to demoralise the officers ; and, if it could be 
done, he should very much like to see some 
other force organised to protect the settlers. 
He had no doubt it might be done, though it 
would, no doubt, be more costly. He believed, 
however, that a white force would be quite 
capable of affording the requisite protection ; 
that would, however, be a question which 
would require consideration. He had great 
objection to the force as at present consti­
tuted. As it was an illegal force, he did not 
think honorable members had auy right to 
vote in support of it. He doubted whether 
the House could legalise it. For his part, he 
1ad had a great deal of experience among the 
blacks, and should never be afraid, with four 
white men, to protect a very large frontier. 
The blacks were great cowards, and whatever 
they did they did by stealth ; and he had no 
hesitation in saying that a force of six white 
men would be quite as effective as double 
that number of black troopers. He had been 
out with the nath•e police on several occasions, 
and had actually seen them shake and tremble, 
and afraid to fire their carbines. They were 
unmistakeable cowards, and he would sooner 
tttke three white men with him than a dozen 
of them. The best quality was their power 
of tracking ; they ·were undeniably good 
trackers. But they were great cowards ; at 
least, that was his oninion. However, the 
House should, he thought, deal with the 
question in one way or the other ; and he 
could only assure the Government that if the 
present force were abolished, some other 
would have to be substituted. He should 
otherwise vote against doing away with the 
force ; because he believed it would be the 
grossest act of injustice towards the blacks 
themselves, and because the force prevented 
many depredations, and prevention was better 
than cure. 

The SECRETARY FOR PunLIC LANDS said he 
felt very strongly on the question, ~nd it was 
one in which he had had some httle expe­
rience. He strongly indorsed every word 
that had been said by the honorable member 
for Leichhardt in relation to the Wills mas­
sacre. He happened to have .b~en the last 
person who met that party gomg out. He 
was then coming clown from Pcuk Downs, 
and had had great difficulty in keeping his 
own party from a similar fate at the ha1_1ds of 
about eighty blacks who were encleavormg to 
cut them off. He had therefore felt it his 
duty to see Mr. Wills, anc~ t~tell him to ~rm 
his men. He was then w1thm twenty miles 
of the spot where the massacre took place. 
The question was a very difficult one to deal 
with, though it might not seem so when 
looked at from a Brisbane or Ipswich point 1 

of view. He had lately been reading a work 
by a Mr, lfepworth Dixon, which containecl 

his journal of a trip from New York to the 
1Iormon country. The writer there shewecl 
the difference between those who slept 
quietly in their beds, and those who laid 
clown to sleep with the feeling that the burk 
of their clogs was a warning that the Indians 
were surrounding them. He had been many 
and many a time in a similar position. 
The honorable member had stated that on 
some occasions he had known the blacks 
refuse to fire, and that they were liable to 
sudden fear, and would run away. Now, he 
could inform the House that, in his own 
experience, he had found the reverse to be 
the case. On one occasion he was travelling 
with bullocks, and when passing the scene 
of a former massacre, twelve white men who 
were with him were seized with sudden fear 
and deserted him, and the blacks alone 
remained with him. The whites, he believed, 
had been talking amongst themselves before 
that about the massacre of the Wills', and it 
was to that circumstance he attributed their 
being seized with a panic. He mentioned 
that as an evidence that whites as well as 
blacks were subject to panic-even the most 
gallant men, as was shewn in the case of the 
14th Light Dragoons, at Chillianwallah, to 
which the honorable and gallant member 
for the vV urrego, from his subsequent ser­
vice in India, could testify. There must, 
of course, be a patrolling force of some 
kind for the protection of the settlers 
in the interior, but he thought that such a 
force should consist principally of whites, 
with a black tracker or two attached to every 
party. He was cerbin that such a force 
would not be more costly to the country 
than the present native police force was. 
One of the greatest blots in the history 
of this country, would be the manner in 
which they had treated the natives; and, 
in that respect, Queensland had more to 
answer for than New South Wales. A short 
time ago he was at Maryborough, when there 
were about a thousand blacks assembled. 
They had been called together two or three 
weeks previously, to receive blankets from 
the Government. Among that large number 
about fifty blankets were distributed, and 
thm;e were such rubbish that one could very 
easily push his finger through them. InN ew 
South IV ales, such a thing had never hap­
pened. There, the practice had been to give 
a shirt, pair of trousers, and a blanket, to 
every blackfellow. The distribution at Mary­
borough took place in the centre of the town, 
instead of five miles away from it ; and the 
result was, that three or four of the most 
intP.lligent of the blacks broke into public­
houses, and stole bottles of spirits ; and he 
was sorry to say that he was one of the 
magistrates who sentenced one blackfellow to 
a long period of imprisonment, for an outrage 
of that description. 

Dr. CH.A.LLINoR : Served him right. 
The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : No 

doubt, it served him right; but he would ask 
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the honorable member if a thousand white 
men had been assembled together under 
similar false pretences, would not more crime 
have taken place? 

Mr. PuGH said he did not expect there 
would have been so long a discussion upon 
the motion of the honorable member for 
Maryborough; but the discussion, he thought, 
wouid not be without some benefit. The 
honorable member for the l11aranoa had 
stated that town members took a very 
different view of t1w.~e matters from what 
country members did; but he could tell the 
honorable member that since his arrival in 
the colony his vocat~on had. brought hi1?-. to 
be very much acquamted >nth the. con_chtwn 
and habits of the blacks. He behevM that 
the honorable member for the Leichhardt, 
when he was a member of the New South 
'\V ales Le<Yislature, had a committee of 
inquiry with respect to ~he ~ative police, and 
he believed that that mqmry was attended 
with very beneficial results. It appeared to 
him that the longer the for.ce eXIsted the 
worse it became; but he beheved that, to a 
very great extent, the evils complained of 
arose from the force being badly olli.cered. 
The only law that was known to the blacks 
was the lex talionis; and, as experience sadly 
proved, that principle .~ad been frequ~ntly 
carried out. If atroc1t1es were comm1tted 
upon blacks, they took tl~eir revenge indi_s­
criminately upon any wh1tes that came m 
their way. He was sorry to hear the speech 
of the honorable the Colonial Secretary; for, 
thoui{h admitting that there was some force 
in what he said, and that _the honorable 
member for l11aryborough m1ght have pro­
cured ·the papers, and then f~unded a 
motion upon them, yet suffiCient had 
aone forth through the public press to 
~arrant, in his opinio~, the term t_ba;t had 
been applied to the affmr at the Monmsh by 
the honorable member for Maryborough. He 
did not suppose that the honorable. the Colo­
nial Secretary would be apologetw for any­
thing of the kind; but still he must say that 
the speech of the honorable gentlema_n 
appeared to him to be somewhat apologetw 
in respect to this ma~ter. The h_onorable 
member for South Bnsbane put tlus matter 
in its proper light when he designated it as 
part of a system of legal mur~er. Thos~ 
black police were dressed up m tr?oper~ 
uniform and under the charge of wh1te offi­
cers we~·e sent roaming over the country to 
punish the blacks as they thou~~t. fit, and 
were wholly without any respo_ns1b1h_ty. Tl:e 
blacks were not allowed ~o gJYe ev:dence m 
any court of justice agamst a wlnt~ m_an; 
they knew nothing of the laws of CJYihsed 
life ; and yet they were held a_menable to the 
law if they committed any cnme. He fully 
admitted that the Government were placed 
in considerable difficulty>n respect to such a 
question as the one now 'before the House ; 
for th<'y had wholly to rely u:pon nthe _rep_ort 
of the officers by whom an affa1r or thls kmd 

was committed ; and upon those reports they 
had to ba3e their conclusions. Now, he 
would ask honorable members if they could 
exp0ct an officer to send in a report condem­
natory of himself. Allusion hacl been made 
to the massacre of the "Wills family. He 
did not know but that very massacre 
arose out of some ab·ocity committed upon 
the blacks by a party of whites. At any rate, 
it was said at the time that such was the case. 
As to the Hornet Bank murder, most honor­
able members knew the report that attached 
to that unfortunate affair, and what had since 
happened to one of the members of the 
family. The honorable the Minister for 
r~ands alluded in his speech to a muttei· ,-hich 
the House ought to take up, and that was 
the matter of the distribution of blankets. 
The ye1:rly distribution of blankets to the 
aborigines was not only a mere farce, but it 
was a disgrace to the colony. The quality of 
the blankets was getting worse and worse 
every year; and the blankets that were last 
distributed were nothing but mere shoddy. 
One shower of rain would make them all go to 
pieces. The blankets ought to be sent up to 
the places where they wore to be distributed, 
at a much earlier period of the year than hacl 
been the cmtom, and the distribution should 
take place earlier ; and magistrates might be 
C'mpowered, when blankets were either not 
sent up in time, or ,-hen mere rubbish was 
sent up, to purchase suitable blankets in the 
district. The suggestion made by the honor­
able member for the :Maranoa ,-as one which 
he thought was worthy of the consideration 
of the House ; and though he had no hope of 
the House being able to deal with the 
subject this session, he hoped, either by means 
of a select committee, or by a Bill, the House 
would next session be able to wipe off the 
disgrace that attached to the colony, of 
keeping up a force of legal murderers. 

Mr. CLARK said he had noticed what he 
considered to be a most singular feature in 
the debate, and that was that almost every 
honorable member who had spoken seemed to 
have an utter detestation of those murders, or 
massacres, as they had been called; and yet 
they had used, he woulcl not say opprobrious 
language towards those who had brought 
forward or supported the motion, but they 
had spoken of the honorable member for 
l11:aryborough, and the honorablo member 
for Ipswich, Dr. Challinor, as gentlemen 
holding peculiar views ; and had said that 
those gentlemen were philanthrouic in their 
views. Now, he did not think \lmt those 
honorable members should be called philan­
thropic for bringing this matter before the 
House. They should rather be glad tlHm 
otherwise that those honorable members had 
brought this question before them. There 
could be no doubt that such atrocities as had 
been described were committed ; and thcv 
ought to be inqLlirccl into. He had been told 
that a discussion of this sort took place every 
year in the House, and that it always took 
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place on a Friday. PerhajlS tha~ was why 
nothino- ever came of the discussiOns. But, 
if sucl~ discussions had taken place every 
year, it was a disgrace that nothin6 had e1'er 
been clone. He knew something of the 
blacks himself, though he could not say thal 
he knew much about the native police force, 
but he had had several conversations with 
those who did know· something abollt them 
and their doings. From v.·hat he h:1d heard 
about the force in that way, he bclie,·etl that 
the most sensible speech tl1at bel been 
addressed to the House in the courEc of the 
present discussion was the speech of the hon­
orable member for the Jl.1:aranoa. That hon­
orable memher lived in one of the outside 
districts, and had had considerable experience 
in dealing with the blacks; and it was, 
therefore,· by such counsel as his that the 
House should be guided. He agreed in the 
opinion that the native police force, as at 
present organised, should be done away with ; 
but then they must have some other force in 
its place for the protection of outside settlers. 
If they had not had the native police force, 
there would have been greater murders than 
had been committed. On the other hand, 
if the blacks were not protected in some way, 
the whites would just shoot them down as 
they usod to do. l'hc honorable member for 
the ]\Jaranort made a ven' scn,ible remark 
when he said that the officers of the native 
police beca:ne utterly demorali ,eel from their 
conotant association with the blacks. Bnt he 
would himself go further than that, and say 
he believed they really came to have a liking 
to shed blood. No man, he beliel'ed, could 
be long in charge of a party of black troorers 
-barbarians as they were-and continue to 
have an aversion for their practices. It had 
been said that, in the course of time, a butcher 
came to like the smell of blood, and delighted 
in the killing of a beast. Now, he questimwd 
whether something of the same kind would 
not come to be the case with white men, as 
regarded the blacks, if they vrcre put in the 
way of it. He must say be thou:.;ht it ·was 
a areat mistake to let one man take a troop 
or"savages into the bush and do as h? liked 
with them. As to the massacre, as It had 
been called, at the Jl.1:orinish, they would have 
to taJce the word of thG officer for what he did. 
'l'he honorable thr Colonial Secretary nry 
properly said, that they should not ha :~c l1ad 
any opinions in the matter expre~secl t1ll the 
evidence moved for by the honoraule member 
for Jl.1:arvborough had been laid upon the 
table of the House. No doubt that was quite 
right. But when they got the cvidei;cc, what 
would it be? It v.-oulcl be the endence of 
one man-of the officer in charge of the 
troopers. Now, he was quite as prepared to 
take the evidence of the correspondent of a 
ne1rspaper, and of common report, as the 
evidence of the officer in chaTp;c. At the same 
time, he thought it "·as unwi~se to discms the 
matter before the House at present. They 
should have the evidence before discussing 

the question. But he was glad the discus­
sion had taken place, because it would let 
honorn ble members, and the country, see that 
sornething would have to be clone in the 
matter of re-organising the native police 
force. He hoped the Government would take 
sorne steps to deal with this matter -he did 
not say hasty steps to do a\Vay with the 
natin police force altogether, and organise 
anot~wr in its place-but to see if something 
coulct not be clone to prevent any more of 
tho'e atrocities they had hoard so niuch about. 

'.ihe CoLONIAL SEclmTARY said it might 
be some satisfaction to the House to kr~ow 
that the amount placed on the Estimates this 
year for the payment of the officers of the 
native police llacl been reduced by nearly one 
half, and that a careful scrutiny wouid be 
made into the conduct of the officers to be 
~ismissed. By_ culling the officers carefully 
m that way, It was hoped that the force 
would be much improved. No man had 
heard him speak favorably of the native 
police. It was as a necessity he had always 
regarded them. 

J\.{r. DouGLAS said· he believed that the 
maintenance of the native police force had 
nel"er been justified upon any other ground 
than that of necessity. Discussions had 
taken place upon this question almost every 
session without any result; but it was almost 
a certainty that this session an end would be 
put to the force altogether. 'l'he discussion 
that had tttken place upon this motion would 
pave the way for the consideration of the 
votes on the Estimates for the native police. 
He believed this force had been stigmatised 
as an illegal force, and he agreed that it was 
of such a character. The validity of the force 
was backed up by what were fictitious 
warrants. 'l'he native volice were supposed 
to put in force, in a legal form, warrants 
which had no legal force ,-\·hatcver. It would 
be far better to place those districts where it 
was necessary to maintain the native police 
under martial law, than maintain them under 
the fiction of a legal force. The effect upon 
the men themselves, and upon the districts 
where the native police }1atrollcd, was most 
demoralising; and he thought that, looked 
at in the light of morals alo~e, the assumed 
benefit conferred on a district by the patroll­
ing of these bodies of men, was not to be 
compared with the lowering and degraclin'" 
influences which inevitably rewltecl from th~ 
association of these policemen with the 
inhabitants of the district. He perfectly 
agreed with those honorable members who 
had stated that some mode of protection "~as 
necessary for the inhabitants in the outside 
districts. In a country like this where an 
aboriginal and barbarolis race had to give way 
to a civilized race, atrocities must occur on 
one side or the other at times; but efforts 
should be made to lcs3cn the effect of contact 
between them as n1uch as possible; and to 
try and prolong the existence of the aborio-ines 
as long as Providence saw fit to let them 
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remain here ; but they could not expect to 
avoid altogether coming into collision with 
them. When the force was first organised, 
it was under the management of I\llr. 
Frederick Walker, a man of firmness and 
determination, but also of humane feelings, 
who understood the habits of the aborigines, 
and never unnecessarily exercised the power 
confided in him. Both Mr. John and Mr. 
George Murray, who had been comma~dan~s 
in the force, were also men of mtelh­
gence and humanity, and understood t~e 
habits of the blacks, and never abused thmr 
power. VVhat had ruined the force was the 
drafting into it of a class of young men who 
had no real knowledge of the country or the 
blacks-reckless adventurers, up to any mis­
chief and who, once they had a few savages 
uncle~ their command, were willing to commit 
any atrocity. It was such young men who 
had been the ruin of the force. Now, in 
dealing with the matter practically, he would 
ask in what district was it necessary to keep 
up this native police force ? Was it neces­
sary to maintain it . in the Maranoa or 
W arrego districts ? 

Mr. MYLNE: Yes. I am positive of it. 
Mr. DouGLAS : Well it might be necessary 

to have a police force there w_ith on~ or two 
black trackers ; but that a native pohce force 
was required was more than he was prepared 
to admit. 

Mr. MILES: He never said that a native 
police force. was necessary in th~ Maranoa. 
What he sa1cl as to the force, whwh was far 
beyond him now, was th~t he was in a posi­
tion to speak to the effiClency of the officers. 

Mr. Do-uGLAS : He did not say that the 
honorable member had said so. He was only 
questioning as to the necessity f?r a na;_tive 
police force in the l'lfaranoa D1strwt. :N mv, 
so far as he was informed, and from what 
he knew of the interior, he did not think 
that such a force was necessary in the 
VVarrego either. A party of whites with 
two or three black trackers would, he be­
lieved, be preferable. Then again, as io 
the Dawson, which was the scene of some 
great outrages by the blacks, though such a 
force might ha~e been ~ecessary there. at 
one time he d1d not thmk the necess1ty 
now any ionger ~xisted: ;E'r~ceeding further 
north in the Lmchardt D1strwt, to the Peak 
Dow~s the Mackenzie, and Belyanclo, where 
the ho~orable the Colonial Secretary was 
interested the honorable gentleman, he 
thought ~ould not assent that a native police 
force was necessary there ; bt,t that he 
would as soon be without any protection. 
Comino- to the Burdekin and the Flinders 
districts as those were newly settled dis­
tricts it' mi<rht be necessary to have native 
police in those. districts.' t~ough in some 
parts of the Fhnders D1stnct, he was not 
prepared to say that such a force was 
required. It was only the other day, at any 
rate not long ago, that a memorial was 
presented from the inhabitants of Bowen, 

asking the Government to appoint a native 
protector in that district, and allow the 
blacks to come into Bo\Yen. The late Gov­
ernment, to whom the application was made, 
felt that it was not desirable to comply with 
the memorial, as they feared that the pro­
bable result of allowing the blacks to enter 
Bowen would be the occurrence of collisions 
between them ancl the white population. 
At the same time, they informed the officer 
in command of the nati,•e police there, that 
his actions would be narrowly scrutinized, 
and that he had better be careful as to what 
he did in the way of what was called dispers­
ing the blacks. He was also warned that, 
if he was found making unnecessary use of 
his power, he would be instantly dismissed. 
It seemed to him, therefore, that the ques­
tion as to the neces'<ity for a native force was 
remoyccl to the case of the Burclekin. Of 
course, he admitted, that in other places any 
force that might be organised, should be 
accompanied by trackers. But take the 
Morinish. He would ask if it was necessary 
to maintain a native force there where there 
were so many white settlers? 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : There were 
none there now. There were till lately, but 
not now. 

l'lfr. DoUGLAS : Then as to the Cape Dig­
gings, were they to have black troopers 
there P 

The CoLoNIAL SEcnETAllY : The people 
there have asked for them. 

Mr. PoUGLAS: Well, he thought, that if 
a native police force was sent there they 
would be likely to produce more evil than 
good. They would go out hunting other 
blacks and killing them; and some unfor­
tunate diggers would suffer the penalty of 
retribution. Now, in his opinion, the 
localities in the colony requiring such 
protection were limited; and even where 
protection was required, would it not 
be better to organise some system of self­
protection? Settlers might organise them­
seh·es for their own protection, and it would 
be desirable to confer certain powers upon 
them for doing so. He did not think it 
would necessarily involve much expense. 
The inhabitants of a district could elect from 
among themselves a protector for aborigines. 
Such a person would enjoy the confidence of 
the inhabitants, and being endowed with 
certain powers to protect the aborigines, 
would also secure their confidence, though 
in cases of emergency he would have to act 
against them. At the Cape Colony, and 
Kaffraria, there was a system of self-protec­
tion in force. Certain people in the districts 
had the power of calling out all the rest of 
the inhabitants for the protection of any 
particular quarter. Now, if the inroads of 
the blacks became so serious as to endanger 
the European settlers, might not powers be 
giyen to the people of any district to protect 
themselves in that way. He thought, there­
fore, that upon all those grounds-but 
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chiefly on the ground of the demoralising 
influence of the natinJ police force, who were 
nothing less than human blood hounds­
apart altogether from the protection of the 
European settlers-they should ~lo aw~y with 
that force, and employ a force m then· place 
more in consonance with the recognised rules 
of law, order, and civilization. 

Mr. VVALSH, in reply, said that the hon­
orable member for :East JVIorcton, j}fr. 
Francis, had objected to his having entered 
into the merits of this que:::tion \Yhen moving 
for information; but he could tell that hon­
orable member that, so far as his experience 
in Parliament went, it was invariably the 
custom for honorable members, in mo,-ing for 
information, to state their reasons for doing 
so ; and if they minced their language in any 
way they would be chargeable with a want 
of candour. An honorable member, in mov­
inu for such returns was, in reality, making 
in~inuations; and it was, therefore, fairer to 
those likely to be affected by the returns 
being produced, to state fully and dislinctly 
the reasons for asking for the returns. The 
honorable member had spoken as if this was 
his (Mr. vValsh's) case, for he said he would 
have strengthened his case if he had acted 
otherwise; but he could inform the lwnor­
able member that it was not his case at all ; 
but that the case was one which lay between 
his fellow-countrymen and their consciences; 
and he honed the case would not want 
strcngtheni~g by any acts of his. VVhen he 
tabled the motion, he had little idea that it 
would havP led to such a lengthened and 
vsluable debate; but that it had clone so 
sufficiently showed the benefit of the question 
being amply opene~l whe~ the moti~.m was 
proposed. He entirely dlSagrPcd with the 
honorable member for the Leichhardt as to 
the necessity for a native police force. He 
repudiated the idea that :Englishmen could 
not do without savages to protect them. He 
repudiated the idea that Englishmen had 
so far degenerated that they could not pro­
tect then~selves without the assistance of 
savao-es. He repudiated the idea that they 
required, for their protection, to obtain the 
assistance of those who,c weapons were the 
tomahawk and the scalping knife. If the 
native police force, whose conduct orcasioned 
many of the outrages by the blacks-if they 
continued that fo~ce for the protection of 
their fellow-countrymen when a better means 
of protection could be given them, they 
would be guilty of murdering their fellow­
countrymen; for there had been scores of 
white men whose lives had been taken in con­
sequence of the doings of this fo~·ce. Two 
out of every three murders committed upon 
the whites had been aggravated by the native 
police themselves. He was able to speak 
upon this point with confidence, because it 
was at his in~tance that the native police was 
first brought clown here. Bt~t what !lad been 
the result? Before the native pohce were 
introduced into the Burnett District; murders 

of white men were infrequent compared with 
what took place afterwards. He did not 
believe that for twelve months b.efore the 
native police came clown, more than six white 
men were killed in the Burnett District ; but 
in a short time after, when the officers were 
drinking themselves to death, and the black 
police were demoralising the blacks of the 
district-and he \Vas too well aware of the 
fact-twenty-one white people were mur­
dered; but that was partly because the 
whites depending upon the native police were 
not _themselves sufficiently careful to provide 
agamst attacks by the blacks. As to the 
massacre at Hornet Bank, it also occurred 
after the native police came into the district. 
The native police were on the ground within 
t>yenty-four hours of the massacre ; and as to 
the murder of J\1:r. -Wills and his people, the 
native police were supposed to be on the 
ground protecting it, but they were not. 
Now, if they hacl really been a protecting 
force, they would have been on the ground. 
'fhen, as to his own station, he had never had 
any trouble with the blacks, except when the 
native police were on it. On no other occa­
sions was he ever troubled by the blacks. 
His own experience went to shew that the 
native police aggravated the disorders they 
came to prevent ; and God alone knew the 
crimes which, through the native police, 
rested upon the shoulders of the colonists. 
It ·was a harrowing picture that was drawn 
of the murder of the "Wills party; but if the 
blacks who had been murdered by the whites 
could rise up, >Yhat would be the tales they 
would haYe to tell of the outraues of the 
whites and of- the native police! "'The Gov­
ernment, he knew, were in the possession of 
letters informing them of cases of outrage 
and rapine against the blacks by the native 
police; and would honorable members con­
sent to encourage and prolong such outrages P 
The wild blacks were humane in comparison 
;-·ith _the native police, whose doings >Yere 
mvanably hushed up by the settlers where 
their deeds were done. It was to this shield­
ing of the native police that so much injury 
to the property of whites was to be attri­
buted. Such protection from punishment 
had a most demoralising effect upon the 
troopers. Let honorable members only look 
at the case of Mr. Duiton's station. He 
couldrwoduce letters now from a gentleman, 
asking him not to go on with this motion ; 
because, if he did, it would get him into 
a scrape with the blacks. Never had such 
massacres of the whites occurred till attacks 
were made upon the blacks bythenativepolice. 
He would ask honorable members to say if 
they did not think there were some good 
grounds for considering that the native police 
force had been worse than useless as protec­
tors of the people. He should be delio-hted 
if_this debate should lead t? the doing "'away 
With the force. He knew It was their duty 
to protept their fellow- colonists wherever 
they were located, and the further they were 
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removed from the settled districts, the more 
was it their duty to protect them. It was 
because he felt that the native police did not 
protect the settlers, and because they had_ 
failed in many other respects, that he urged 
upon the. Hous_e to take the ~11~tter into th~ir 
hands th1s session. He cordmlty agreed with 
the honorable member for the IV arrego, that 
many of the ills complainc.d of were owi?g to 
the worthlessness of the ofhc0rs. He behevcd 
that one good officer with a dozen old women 
would bee able to keep the blacks in ordn; 
but it was because of sending officers who 
overstepped their duties, that the outrages by 
the blacks were committed. If they sent 
men in charge of the force, of the stamp of 
J\fr·. Geor"'e l'lfurray, they would never have to 
make but~no acknowledgment on the subjeqt, 
and that would only be that they still main­
tained an illegal force. He had scarcely 
ever spoken to an intelligent. officer of natiYe 
police who had not told lnm that he very 
much disliked the natiYe force, and that he 
would rather haYe a few white men with a 
tracker or two-that with half a dozen white 
men and a tracker or two he would protect 
the outside settlers much better. A young, 
intelligent, and admirable officer had admitted 
to him, not long ago, that there w1~s no 
occasion for shooting the blacks. That 
officer had had the protection of what was 
probably now the most dangerous district in 
the colony-the Burk? Distrjct-and he had 
told him that, except m one mstance, he had 
never had occasion to fire on the blacks, and 
even then he only fired oif one gun over their 
heads. 'l'here was to he no opposition, he 
believed, on the part of the Government to 
the motion; but he regretted the honorable 
the Colonial Secretary did not accept the 
resolution in a better spirit than he did. He 
trusted as he had said before, that the House 
would insist upon some steps being taken this 
session that would ca)lse the settlers to be 
protected by a legal force. 

Ivfr. SANDE)IAN said that, before the motion 
v.as put, he iYished, in explanation, to correct 
one stateinent which thehonorablemember for 
J1,Iaryborough I: ad m~de. The ~wnorablemem­
ber was wron(J' m statmg that t,te Hornet Bank 
mi1rders occu~red after the arrival of, or were 
attributable in anv way to the prc;ence of, 
the native police." It was owing to their 
absence from that rmrt of the country, and 
the repeated unheeded appli?ations :(or their 
assistance, that the murders m questwn took 
place. He could speak from practical kno\Y· 
ledge-from having been in the neighborhoocl 
shortly after that Lrutal occurrence. He 
hoped that no hasty steps would be taken 
with regard to this force. Tlwse. most ~ecply 
interested in the matter, the resJClents I.n t~e 
outside diotricts, should have some vmce m 
the abolition of so necess;wy a force, for 
which they were so h,eavily• ta_x:cd. He. 
was willino· to assent to tne es,abhshment ot 
an amalga~ated force of white a~d black 
troopers ; but he felt confident that It would 

be a fatal mistake to do away with the black 
troopers entirely. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said he did not 
know what the honorable member for Mary­
borough meant when he complained about 
the spirit in which the Go1'ernment had 
received the motion. Ho could only say that 
he would produce the papers as speedily as 
possiLle, and he did not know v.hat more the 
honorable member could desire. He might 
say that the CommiRsioner of Police was so 
anxious to lmve the papers prodnced as soon 
as possible that he sent up the originals. 
\Vhen he ascertained that the Commissioner 
had done so he ordered the papers to be 
returned to be copied. 

'I'he motion was agreed to. 




