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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Wednesday, 2 October, 1867. 

Kingsforcl's Case-The Honorable St. G. R. Gore and Mr. 
Sincla.ir, P .~\:I.-The "Platypus" and the :Jiaryborough 
Sugar Company.-Application of Taxation and Ex
pencliture. 

KI:;s-GSFORD'S CASE-THE HONORABLE 
ST. G. R. GORE AND l\il'l-. SECLAIH, 
P .. \1. 

Mr. CLARK said he "·as deeply sorry that 
he 1vas obliged to trespass on the time of the 
House in discussing again the character of a 
gentleman who had already been blamed 
severely by their vote. But, although he 
would not take the t1·ouble to defend, beyond 

T 

denying it, the slanderous and malicious 
attack made on himself in another place, he 
could not allow to pass without notice an 
attack made in the same spirit on a gen
tleman of his district-the district he repre
sented in the Assembly-'-a neighbor of his, 
:md an innocent gentleman ;-because he 
(l\Ir. Clark) felt that the House would fully 
understand and believe that the gentleman 
was innocent, and that the attack made on 
him had not been made in a straightforward 
way, when he read a letter which he had 
recei1·ed from Mr. Sinclair, the Police 
Magistrate of vV arwiclr, referring to the 
report of a speech made in another place by 
the honorable Mr. Gore :-

" \Varwick, September 28, 1867. 
"My dear sir,-I perceive that Mr. Gore has 

given an untrue version of what occurred in con
nection with the refusal of Kingsford's license. 
He says I asked him to sit on the bench, and that 
I said that Kingsford was a ' bad character.' 
Both statements are untrue. It was he who 
offered to sit with me, to my grca.t astonishment, 
seeing we had never exchanged one single word 
before, except on one occasion; and that he had 
sworn, as I was informed, when I was appointed 
as Police Magistrate of \Varwick, that he would 
never sit with me. I certainly did not say to 
him or to any one else that Kingsford was a bad 
character. l\fr. Gore came to me after he had 
refused the license, and asked my opinion of the 
law in the case. I pointed out to him, in the Act 
18n3-64, that there was no discretionary power 
allowed when no objections were made and 
sustained by sufficient evidence, and that, conse
quently, his action was illegal, Of course, he 
pooh-poohed my opinion. Unfortunately, I am 
precludecl from defending myself through the 
press ; but will do so, so far as the rules of the 
Civil Service will allow, on the next court day 
here.-In haste, yours very faithfully, 

"D. M. SIN CLAIR. 
"G. Clark, Esquire, l\I.L.A." 
Thus, the statement of Mr. Gore was dis
tinctly denied-that he had consulted the 
Police Magistrate, and that he had been told 
by him, his reason for refusing the license in 
the first instance was that the applicant was 
a bad character. He (Mr. Clark) believed it 
was not competent for him to quote the 
honorable gentleman's, JVIr. Gore's, speech 
in another place; but honorable members 
had a report of it in their hands, and 
they could look at it for themselves. He 
asked if this was not a further proof 
that the accusat:ons brought against Mr. 
Gore, by an almost unanimous vote of the 
House, ~~-ere true- that that gentleman 
did often aet in the district from motives of 
polit;cal bias? He considered it was. He 
had been requested to table a motion to the 
ef!ect that l\Ir. Gore was not a fit person to 
remain on the Commission of the Peace; but 
he would not do that. He was a near 
neighbor of that gentleman; he had tried 
for three years to be on good terms with hlm 
-not to quarrel with him-and he would best 
discharge his duty by leaving the matter in 
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the hands of the House. After Mr. Gore 
opposing him, too, in politics, as he had done, 
it might be considered that he was actuated 
by ~otives of hatred, if this matter were 
carried further by him. The House would 
bear him out, that in all the debates in the 
House with reference to Mr. Gore, he (Mr. 
Clark) had tried to deal with him as leniently 
as he could. He was sorry that gentleman 
had not seen fit to deal with him in an equally 
straightforward manner. Taking leave of 
the matter, he did so with the feeling that he 
had done his duty in defending an innocent 
man, who, according to the rules of the 
service, was not able to defend himself. 

Motion-That this House do now 
adjourn. 

;Ihe ATTORNEY-GENERAL said the present 
occasion afforded him ground for making an 
explanation which he should have made, and 
had intended to make, at the earliest opportu
nity. A discussion took place a few evenings 
ago on a petition presented to the House by 
the honorable member for West Moreton, J\Ir. 
O'Sullivan, in reference to the refusal of a 
license to Mr. Kingsford, and the action of 
certain justices in connection therewith. He 
(the Attorney-General) delivered an opinion 
during the progress of the debate ; and, he 
thought, he subsequently informed the House 
that it was an off-hand opinion, given without 
looking into the authorities. He thought he 
was correct in stating, also-if he did not 
absolutely state so, he intended that honor
·able members should infer-that his opinion, 
even as Attorney-General of the colony, 
should be taken only for what it 
'Was worth. He never dictated, nor 
wished to dictate, to the House or the 
colony, the value, or the infallibility, of his 
opinion; and he hoped that, whenever it was 
to be given to the House or the Executive, 
or to any other body to whom he was bound 
to deliver it, that his opinion would be 
accepted as given in good faith, and to the 
best of his ability. He merely wished to 
observe that, if other gentlemen in the 
colony, or in another place, differed from 
him in opinion, he should concede to them a 
perfect right to do so, and he would do them 
the justice to think that they did so in good 
faith ; but, he would also go so far as to say 
that, as he understood the Acts of the Leg:is
lature at present in existence, there was no 
single Act about which any two men might 
not differ in opinion. 

Mr. GROOM considered that what had been 
stated by the honorable member for \Var
wick fully corroborated what he, himself, 
said in the House on a previous day ; and he 
very much regretted that information which 
he had received in Brisbane fully bore out 
the statement of that honorable member, and 
was to the effect that the magistrate in ques
tion-he would not speak of the gentleman 
as a member of another place-had left the 
city, neglecting his public duties here, and 
gone to W axwick to sit on th.e bench at the 

hearing of Kingsford's renewed application 
for a license. That, if anything, shewed that 
not only political animus, hut personal ani
mus, actuated the conduct of that magistrate. 
\Vhen a magistrate of the territory >Yas pre
pared to avail himself of his parliamentary 
privilege to make an attack upon a police 
magistrate, who was deterred by the Civil 
Senice regulations from defending himself, 
it was the duty of the Go\'ernment to take 
steps to inquire into the matter. The honor
able member for ·warwick hardly took up 
the proper position in this case-he did not 
go far enough. The petition in Kingsford's 
case was signecl by fifty residents of\Varwick, 
some of them magistrates of the territory, 
a,nd including the whole of the legal lJrofes
sion of the town, who stated that the proce
dure of the bench was illegal, and that the 
man was unjustly deprived of his license. 
\Vhat would they think when a gentleman, 
formerly a member of the Assembly, and a 
Minister of the Crown, at present a member 
of another place, and a magistrate of 
the territory, deliberately stated, under 
cloak of his privileges, what the }Jolice 
magistrate now declared to be untrue
and the statement had had sufficient 
effect in another place;- what would 
the IJctitioners say, if the subject was 
not investigated and dealt IYith on its merits P 
The police magistrate in question had taken 
the only course open to him-the proper 
course-to defend himself against the privi
leged justice of the pearo who had made 
injurious statements regarding him, by send
ing a letter to the honorahle member who 
represented the district in whieh he was 
stationed, and thus informing the House, at 
the earliest opportunity, that he had never 
clone what was imputed to him. The present 
question, if looked at in the proper light, 
involved a very important issue. If such 
conduct in a justice >.-as to be tolerated, 
occurring so near and in such a populous and 
influential town as \Varwick, what might not 
occur in the outer districts of the colony?
what immunity might not be claimed by 
justices P Besides all that had been stated, 
it was known that the gentleman so much 
affected by the present action of the honor
able memuer for vVarwick had, within the 
precincts of this House, charged Mr. Kings
ford with having sought to obtain a license 
for purposes which he (Mr. Groom) would 
not offend the House by mentioning-charges 
about as reliable, doubtless, as his statemeu':s 
of what the police magistrate had told him; 
and, after all this, if the Government would 
not take notice of his conduct, it was time 
that the House should give their attention 
to it. 

Mr. vYusn said a great deal hacl been 
made out of this publican's cuse. If every 
puulican whose license had been refused 1vas 
to cause the time of the House to be taken 
up, as at present, their trouble would be inter
minable, and they would have little else to 
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do. But the matter had assumed another 
phase ; and what they had now to consider 
was, the relative veracity of the two magis
trates in question-one paid and the other 
unpaid. The House had before them the 
letter of a police magistrate, stating that an 
assertion mrtde by a magistrate in another 
place, respecting the discharge of their magis
terial duties, was false; and it was considered 
that either the writer of the letter was unfit 
for his position, or that the person whose 
statement he contradicted was imworthy to 
remain in the Commission of the Peace. A 
magistrate who could openly utter a false
hood was incapable of being trusted with the 
honorabl0 functions pertaining to him. Seeing 
that the issue \>as so changed, he hoped that 
the Government 1vould accept the letter that 
had been read as a record of the House, and 
then inquire into the facts, and ascertain 
which of the two magistrates had told a false
hood, and deserved to be removed. He 
protested that it \Yas unfair for the Govern
ment to thrust the duty of deciding 
such matters on honorable members. He 
did not think the present Government would 
shirk their duties; but he, for one, objected to 
be obliged to be continu~lly placing himself in 
the van to trace out evils in the administra
tion, which should be the common object of 
tho Government. • 

The ATroRNEY-GENERAL, with the permis
sion of the House, observed that the issue 
raised by the honorable member for 1Iary
borongh, >Yith regard to the functions of the 
Government on this occasion, was a very im
portant one ; and he wished to inform the 
House of the position of t 11e Gonrnment in 
relation to the magistrates of the colony; 
and he would simply state that it was ont of 
the power of the Government, as a Govern
ment, to regulate the appointments of the 
justiees of the peace. That was the Queen's 
prerogative, and was, as far as he understood 
the question, vested in the Governor, as Her 
Majesty's representative. It was true, His 
Excellency might take the advice of his 
responsible advi'ers when revising the roll of 
the Commission of the Peace of the Colony; 
but he (the Attorney-General) questioned 
whether a resolution of this House could be 
taken as a sutlicient reason or warrant for 
striking a magistrate out of the commission. 
It appeared to him, that, a discussion having 
taken place, and the matter having been 
ventilated, it might well be left to those 
persons who ougllt properly to take it up: 
whether their advice might or might not be 
taken, on some subsequent occasion, to deter
mine the question at issue, remained to be 
seen. 

Dr. CnALLINOR was rather surprised at 
the remarks of the honorable and learned 
Attorney-General; because, he had in his 
possession certain correspondence she>~ing 
that the Governor did not take upon himself 
the responsibility of making appointments to 
the Commission of the Peape, or otherwise, 

but devolved it upon the Executive Council. 
Two cases had recently occurred, familiar to 
honorable members, of magistrates being 
removed from the commission by writ of 
sup~rsedeas. It would be well for the House 
to know whether this was the independent 
act of His Excellency, or the result of the 
action of His Excellency's advisers. In the 
question raised, the Ministry themselves, 
after an expression of opinion by the House, 
had a right to act. It was the duty of the 
Government themselves to take action and to 
relieve the House from the necessity of 
passing a resolution. The question had 
assumed those proportions, that, if the 
Government did not interfere, the House 
would. 

J\1:r. W.usH, in explanation, called attention 
to the fact that the House had moved in such 
a matter before; and it did not seem that the 
Ministry of the day were withheld from 
action. On the 11th June, 1861, a distinct 
motion was made by an honorable member of 
the Legislative AssemLly, who subsequently 
filled the office of Attorney-General-Mr. 
Lilley-that 

" The comhict of Mr. ·w. H. \Valsh, a justice of 
the territory, in disobeying a summons from a 
committee of this honorable House, is highly 
reprehensible, and merits the severest conclemna· 
tion of the House. 

" (2.) That this resolution be communicated, 
by address, to His Excellency." 

In consequence of, and understanding the 
meaning of, that, he sent in his resignation as 
a magistrate; and, in reply, he recei;Ted a 
commuuication from the Colonial Secretary 
of the day, stating that his resignation was 
accepted, but _that, in consequence of the 
wish of the House, he should have been 
remoYed from the Commission of the Peace 
whether he had resigned or not. He made 
those statements in 'order to shew that in 
former times to remove ajusticewas not under
stood to be such a special prerogative of the 
Governor ; nor did he believe, seeing how the 
appointments were made, that His Excellency 
would undertake to be responsible for them. 
It was, however, plain to the House, that one 
of the two magistrates under notice must be 
removed. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said he never 
denied the right of the House to discuss the 
position of the magistrates, or any other 
person in the colony. 'What he had wished 
to point out was that no resolution of the 
House to strike a magistrate off the roll could 
have any effect whatever. Far be it from 
him to say that the House should not, if they 
thought proper, enter into the discussion of 
any question; or that a resolution, if 
transmitted to the Governor, would not be 
taken into deliberate consideration by His 
Excellency. Far be it from him to say that 
a resolution of the House would have no 
weight. He ~hould be the last man in the 
world to say such a thing. He might explain 
the usual course of s tJ:j,kip.g magistrates otr 
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the Commission of the Pea~e, on the annual 
revision of the roll :--First, on cause shewn ; 
seeond, by a writ of supersecleas for cause 
shewn; and that cause might be well brought 
before the Governor, either by resolution of 
the House, or any extraneous evidence. Any 
resolution of the House would receive the 
serious consideration of the Governor. 

Mr. CLARK would not, as the matter had 
been ventilated, prrss the motion further. 
He had accomplished all he wished, and he 
felt t):mt justice had been clone, in the minclH 
of honorable members, to a gentleman who 
had been aceused unjustly without the 
opportunity of answering his accuser. 

Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 

THE "PLATYP"LS" AND THE JiiARY
BOROUGH SUGAR COMPANY. 

JI.Ir. WALSH said he was sorry to take up 
the tin1e of the House upon a ·somewhat 
similar motion to the last ; but it was due to 
himself and a certain member of the late 
Government that he should do so. He 
would relieve the House at once by saying 
that he was not about to allude to that 
ten·iLle threat made yesterday by the honor
able member for \Vest Moreton, J\Ir. Bell; 
-he was happy to say that nothing serious 
had as yet come out of it. 

1\Ir. BELL: You have given no cause for 
it, yet. 

Mr. vY ALSH : What he wished to refer 
to was-in consequence of the most unwar
rantable inuendo attempted to be cast on 
himself and the honorable member for 
Ea;.tern Downs by the Chairman of Com
mittees-a matter touched upon in a question 
brought before the House on the previous 
day. He knew that the honorable member, 
Mr. Pugh, was not following the dictates .of 
his own heart when making the pecuhar 
motions, and asking the curious questions 
that he occasionally indulged in ; nncl he 
knew that an honorable member who was 
not a -very regular attendant of the House 
since he had gone into opposition, invariably 
worked upon that l~onorable meJ?'lber, and i!l 
a peculiar degree mfluenced h1s conduct, 1f 
he did not guide his proceedings. The House 
would learn, if they could only get a proper 
explanation, that it was not the Chairman. of 
Committees who wanted to find fault w1th 
him (Mr. vValsh) and the honorable member 
for Eastern Downs ; but that it was the late 
Premier, who had employed the Chairman of 
Committees to do this. 

Mr. PcGH rose to say that he never 
exchanged a word with the honorable member 
for Ipswich, Mr. Macalister, on the subject 
of the resolutions V~hich he had brought 
forward. 

Mr. vVALSH: In Government pllrase, "A 
noel's as good as a wink to a blind horse;" 
and the honorable member was so used to 
obeying the honorable. member fo_r Ipswich, 
his leader, that he d1d not reqmre them to 
be specifically stated, in order to know Vlhat 

he was required to do. It would be remem
bered that, the other evening, he (Mr. \Valsh) 
felt it his duty to make an or en, not a covert, 
charge againat the honorable the Chairman 
of Committees; that he distinctly, in the 
most unmistakeable and direct language he 
could use, charged him with neglecting his 
duty to his constituents-shirking them, in 
fact-and accused him of saying one thing 
on the hustings, and walking out of the 
House when he should act upon what he had 
said and protest against unauthorised expen
diture by the late Government. The conse
quence was, that no sooner did he sit down, 
than the honorable member for North Bris
bane, J\fr. Pugh, jumped np and tabled a 
motion, evidently intended to fasten some 
charge on him (Mr. \Yalsh) with respect to 
the steamer "Platypus." It was because he 
wished to refer to that, that he now wished to 
make an explanation, and to enable him to 
do so, he moved the adjournment of the 
House. He would begin by stating that he 
had nothing whatever to do with the com
pany on 11·liose behalf he had employed the 
"Platypus;" he had no interest in it; he 
haclnot one share, not one pound, in it, and 
probably never would have. He had received 
fi·om the chairman of the company, a letter 
to this effect, dated 28th March last :-

" Is that Government cli]'per, the ' Platypus,' 
overworked? Could you get the Govemment to 
send her to Maryborough with the sugar machi
nery and boilers cbily expected per 'Royal 
Dane' ? If they would not do it gratis, they 
might probably do it upon payment of"---

He could not exactly make out the words
" which I heard would be about £50." 
In consequence of that letter, he put himself 
in communication with the Colonial Treasurer 
of the day. He told that Minister how 
necessary it >>as that the sugar machinery 
should be up by a certain time-in which the 
honorable gentieman concurred, and fbnkly 
stated, that in such a piece of business the 
Government would most willingly assist ;
and the honorable gentleman further stated 
that the cost would 'be at the rate of £10 or 
£12 a day, that he would make inquiries if 
the Government would spare the steamer, 
and that ifthe company ;-rould pay the freight 
she should be put at their service. He had 
no further communication with the Gonrn
ment until he received the following tele-
gram:-

"M:aryborough, Aprill8, 1867. 
"'Platypus' granted. Act for the company ; pay 

freight, which is at your order with Commercial 
Bank, Brisbane. 

,, R. TRAYIS.'' 

He then saw the Colonial Treasurer, who 
informed him that the charge for the 
"Platypus" would be £12 a clay, which he 
willingly acceded to, on behalf of the com
pany. He felt it neces8ary to employ an 
agent, as the Government would not under
take the responsibility, to see to the tran-
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shipment and re-stowing of the plant ; and 
he employed Captain Banks, of this town. 
After the lapse of several days, that· gentle
man came to him and said that the Govern
ment steamer was so badly managed, and the 
crew under so little control, and the captain 
so incompetent, it would be a losing thing for 
the company, if they had to pay for the 
laziness of the crew-for the " Government 
stroke,' »hich was the term Captain B:mks 
used. He (.iVIr. \Valsh) then went to the 
Treasurer, and told him what he had hoard. 
The Treasurer admitted that the Government 
saw it, and were a\\·are that they were incom
petrntly served, whieh \\'as the reason why 
they wished to get rid of the steamers ; and 
he further admitted it was not right for the 
company to pay for what the Government 
could not rontrol, and asked what could he 
(Mr. \Valsh) give as a lump sum for the use 
of the steamer. He refused to say; and 
the Treasurer then asked him if he would 
give £100. He replied that it was large; 
but eventually a bargain was struck for that 
sum. He had applied since, in another 
quarter, and had been informed that a private 
company would have transhipped and con
vcyecl the plant to its destination in a week. 
It took only twenty-four hours to go to 
J\faryborough, and twenty-four hours back, 
and to tranship and land seventy tons of 
cargo would not take more than four days. 
HOI,'ever, he admitted, for the sake of argu
ment, that it would have taken seven clays, 
which, at £12 a clay, would amount to £84.. 
'l'herefore, the Government would be 
handsomely paid at £100, if the work 
had been competently performed. The 
Government steamer was not well con
ducted; she had "cra·wlers" on board; 
and the captain was a gentleman who, he 
was told, had been a very zealous clerk in a 
newspaper office, and a very efficient ono, but 
who subsequently did not shine as captain of 
one of Her .Maje~ty's vessels. It was 
entirely in consequence of the uselessness of 
the crcw that tlte Government lost about 
£180 by the transaction ·with the company. 
The honorable member who had brought 
forward the motion might, without much 
trouble, have found that the £lOO paid was a 
positive gain to the G-overnment; for if the 
"Platypus" had not earned the £100, her 
expenses would have been running on all the 
same. Seeing that he (l\fr. \Yalsh) had had 
nothing else to do with the affair than to 
serve, not friends, but constituents, and that 
the sum paid was according to a proposition 
of the Go,'ernment, it was disingenuous of 
the honorable member for North Brisbane, 
Mr. Pugh, to move for the returns in the 
way lJe dicl. He trusted that, as far as he 
1Yas concerned, the honorable member was 
quite satisfied he hacl no personal gain from 
the transaction. 

Mr. PuGir wished to say, merely, that he 
knew that, at the time he made the motion, 

the honorable member for Maryborough had 
previously told him that he was not interested 
in the rr•atter. But he did not think his 
motion was disingenuous at all. The honor
alJle member for 2\1aryborough had been 
making a long speech about unauthorised 
expenditure; and, as it had come to his (Mr. 
Pngh's) knowledge that that trip of the 
Government steamer had entailed the un
authorised expenditure of more money than 
was earned for freight, or nncler the charter, 
he thought it was as well that the House 
should be made acquainted with it, even 
though the honorable member had not 
noticed it. That was the reason why he had 
put the motion on the paper. 

J\fr. ARCHER said that the explanation of 
the honorable member for JY1aryborongh 
would s:.ttisfy every one that, whatever he 
had done in the matter under question was 
for the benefit of the countrv, and not for his 
own private advantage. But it was pre
mature for the honorable member for North 
Brisbane, Jl.lr. Pugh, to move in the matter, 
until he had found out who paid the balance 
of unauthorised expenditure, over and above 
the £100 earned by the steamer. He (:'.Ir. 
Archer) had found that the balance, £180, 
was charged to "Northern Ihilways "! He 
thought it rather strange to bring forward a 
motion such as the honorable member for 
North Brisbane had made, when the horror
able member for Maryborough might very 
»ell have brought for>Yard that unauthorised 
expenditure of £180, charged for ntilway 
purposes, as an additional item to those he 
had in the first instance questioned. 

J\fr. DouGLAS obsenecl that it W>1S as well 
he should make some explanation with regard 
to the remarks of the honorable member for 
Rockhampton. He presumed that the expen
diture ostensibly charged to northern railways 
was charged in this way :-The whole expen
diture upon and of the "Platypus" had been 
hitherto charged to northern railways. Hon
orable members opposite, now having the 
power to do so, would transfer the expendi
ture to some other head ;-tb_ey had exercised 
that power of transference in other matters, 
why not in this ? \Vhether it waR desirable 
originally to have bought the " Platypus" 
was a question he would not discuss; but she 
had been bought with the Yiew of carrying 
rails and 11lant up to l'l.ockhampton for the 
northern railway. The charges made, at 
ihe time, by coasting steamers and schooners 
was so great that the responsible head of the 
Public \Yorks Department considered that 
he was c!l'ecting a saYing to the country by 
purehasing a steamer to do the work. That 
policy having been adopted, the Govern
ment accounts represented all charges of the 
" Platypus" against the northern raihvay. 
He (Mr. Douglas) thought that the facts of 
the case had been pretty correctly stated 
by the honorable member for Maryborough. 
He had charge of the "Platypus" for a very 
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short time ; she was not satisfactory to have 
anything to do with. He found that the 
gentleman who commanded her was not by 
any means, an active man; and he could not 
get money's worth out of the steamer. He 
might say, that at the time the honora~le 
member for n!faryborough first came to hml 
to make a proposal, that he (Mr. Douglas) 
should assist him, he told him he was very 
glad to meet the honorable member's views, 
if he could do so to the interest of the Gov
ernment. The proposition he made to the 
honorable member was not calculated to go 
against the interests of the Government. It 
was contemplated, at that time, to send up 
part of the Bustard Head Lighthouse ; and, 
as he understood that the weight of the sugar 
plant would not be so heavy as it afterwards 
proved, he thought that the "Platypus" 
could take the plant when going to Bustard 
Head, and, after landing the lighthouse 
material, on her return, call at JYiaryborongh 
and deliver the sugar machinery. He found, 
however, that the sugar plant was enough for 
a load ; but, having given a pledge to the 
honorable member, !Hr. VV alsh, he felt bound 
to keep it, and the plant was forwarded. 
At the time, the steamer might have been 
employed in taking railway plant up to 
Ipswich. 

Mr. l{oYDS : Would that be charged to 
northern railways? 

JYir. DouGLAS : But he was told by, or, 
rather, he understood from the commander, 
that she might be run ashore ; and, as get
ting something from the trip was better than 
earning nothing, she was sent to J\ifary
borough. The steamer h:;-d bad weather. 
C:.~ptain Banks had prom1sed to fac1htate 
matters as much as possible; but he (Mr. 
Douglas) must affirm that there were some 
delays in getting the plant on board the 
" Platypus" which the Government were not 
accountable for. \Vhen she put out to sea, 
she was met by heavy weather-so he had 
been informed-and it was found that the 
cargo had not been properly stowed ; she had 
to return, and the plant vms taken out of her 
and re-stowed, and, of course, there was 
great delay thereby. The " Platypus " had 
been employed twenty-two days instead of a 
week, which should have been ample time. 

:Mr. MYLNE remarked upon the circum
stances under which the honorable member 
for North Brisbane, Mr. Pugh, had given 
notice of his motion-in the midst of jeering 
and laughing from honorable members on 
the Opposition side of the House ; and said 
he had observed that the honorable member 
for Maryborough had scarcely resumed his 
seat, when the motion 1ms tabled. He 
thought, if the honora:ble member for. North 
Brisbane had taken time for consideration, 
he would never have brought this most frivol
ous thing before the House. 

Motion for adjournment, by leave, with
drawn. 

.APPLICATION OF TAXATION AND 
EXPENDITUHE. 

Jl.fr. FrTZGEIULD movecl-
1. That the inhabitants of every part of Queens

land are fully entitled to claim and enjoy equal 
political rights and advantage;e. 

2. 'l'hat it is the highest duty of the Pm·lia
ment of Queensland to assimilate its functions, as 
far as possible, to those of the Imperial Parlia
ment, and to provide that the Government of the 
country shall be carried on, as in Great Britain, 
upon well defined and easily understood funda
mental principles, ensuring equal justice and fair 
taxation to all persons under its rule. 

3. That in the application of taxation to 
Queensland, the same principles which have for 
so many centuries been successfully applied in 
Great Britain should never be lost s1ght of
especially that which requires all burdens for 
public works or local improvements to be made a 
direct charge on the property impro>ed by them, 
while it forbids the imposition on the industrial 
classes, whether laborers, miners, artisans, manu
facturers, or dwellers in towns, of taxes for the 
improvement of any property, that may be hun
dreds, or e>en thousands, of miles away from them, 
in which they are in no way interested. 

4. That whilst this House, for the protection 
and consolidation of the general interests of the 
colony, fully recognises the necessity of keeping 
under its own controt the construction and main
tenance of statute laws, the administration of 
justice, the customs, and other departments con
cerning the colony as a whole-it is equally nady 
to recognise the undoubted 1·ight of all British 
subjects in the different distrrcts of this vast 
colony to direct and control, through elected local 
authorities, all their own local aiii:tirs, as well as 
their right to progress as rapidly as the natural 
peculiarities of their different districts may allow, 
without being helcl in check or kept back by the 
slower progress of their fellow settlers in other 
places. 

5. That as money paid for rents, or purchase of 
waste lands, is in reality a form of land tax that 
occupiers or owncrs pay to supply funds for opening 
up the country by roads, bridges, railways, or other 
loml impro>ements, as well as pro>iding labor by 
immigration for working snch bnds, without im
posing taxes for these purposes on those who ha>e no 
right to bear them-this House declares that land 
re>enue should be classed as local revenue, to be 
expended for local impro>emcnts and immigration 
within those districts of the colony that produce 
it. 

6. That this House, whilst declaring the neces
sity, for reasons of general policy, of keeping in its 
own hands all legislation in reference to the waste 
lands of the colony, is willing to entrust the 
administration of ; them to properly constituted 
local authorities, who shall be under the imme
diate control of, and responsible to, the people 
most interested in their proper management. 

7. '!hat the foregoing resolutions be transmitted 
to the Legislative Council for their concurrence, 
by message in the usual form. 

Ho said that, in moving those resolutions, he 
felt really an overwhelming sense of the 
importance of placing them clearly before 
the House. He was almost afraid of the 
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responsibility ho had undertaken, because of 
his inability really to do justice to the very 
important matters to which the resolutions 
referred. The real question to be tried by 
those resolutions was not so much the affir
mation of them, for that after all would only 
amount to a declaration of principles; but 
the real question at issue \Yas, whether the 
colony \vas to remain united as tt 1vhole, or 
whether separation would be forced upon 
the people in the north. ::'{ ow, he said so, 
because he, and also the honorable member 
for Rockhampton, had come to the House, 
with enry determination to do what was 
fair and reasonable ; and without any desire 
to foment disputes, but on the contrary, as 
fin· as possible, to allay them, and be able to 
return to their respective constituencies and 
assure them that it was the disposition of all 
honorable members in the House to do justice 
to all parts of the colony-and to allay those 
feelings which it was natural for the people 
in the north to entertain. It seemed to be 
generally thought that the northern members 
were a set of radicals, whom it was difficult 
to satis(y-who were continually grumbling, 
although they had very little reason to 
grumble; and that it would be well to get rid 
of them. But he hoped to be able to shew 
to the House that the complaints of the 
people in the north were such as any fair and 
reasonable man ought to listen to. He 
would ask honorable memLers for southern 
constituencies to put themselves in the 
position of the northern members, and sec 
things from the same point of view as they 
saw them. He \Vas sure that, if they would 
lrut do so, they would admit that, however 
inconvenient and tiresome it might be to 
have to listen to the detail of those griev
ances, it was not unreasonable to ask to 
bring them before the House. N m·thern 
members, and the people in the north, were 
very much against subdivision, because the 
thinking portion of the people, however 
wrong their thoughts might be, or hmve1·er· 
poor might be their ability to think,looked for
ward 11·ith hope to the future; and they were 
very much against separation, because they 
thought and believed that, no matter ho~v 
large the area of the colony might be, with 
proper government the statute laws of the 
colony could be ad1·autageously administered 
from one source; and that subdivision would 
only entail weakness on the subdiYiclecl parts. 
They would rather that the colony should 
remain united as at present ; and they only 
asked the House to make such arrangements 
as would provide for fair and equal justice to 
all-as would allow taxation to be equally 
applied, and give to the people of the north 
those po;yers that should not be denied to 
any. British subject. He belieYed that a 
great deal of the irritation and uneasiness that 
>ms felt in the north was occasioned by the 
very unwise way their reasonable complaints 
had been from time to time rej ectecl or 
unnoticed by the former Governments of the 

colony. Now, it might be that those Govern
ments had had too much to do in the south, 
and had occupied their attention with local 
matters they should not have taken any part 
in, to be able to give attention to the a:ffairs 
of the northern districts. For his own part, 
he believed it was more from pressul"e of 
business than design that the interests of the 
north had been neglected. He believed that 
most of what the north complained of had 
arisen from the central Government being 
burdened by a great deal of local matters. 
He believed it was that that had caused 
them to neglect the general business of 
the colony. However it might have 
happened, a great many people in the north 
were reel-hot for separation, because of the 
way their complaints had been disregarded. 
Their representatives, however, had spoken 
out very strongly against it, and had said to 
the people-" Lot us try and obtain those 
advantages we are entitled to under the Con
stitution Act which has been given to us ; let 
us use everv encleavor we can to obtain from 
our fellow-colonists a recognition of our fair 
claims ; and we are sure that if they are 
properly put before them there will not be 
any necessity for rushing into decided action 
for separation." The steps that had been 
thus urged were the steps he now proposed 
to take. The northern members would do 
everything that reasonable men could be ex
pected to do ; and there was no doubt that 
it 1vould strengthen their action ; no matter 
what it might have to be. If honorable mem
bers should see fit to recognise their claims, 
if they considered them just-and the north 
did not want them otherwise-everything 
would be set right, and aJfairs would go on 
smoothly. But, if not, their present action 
would not be damaging to any ulterior 
measures which it might be found necessary 
to take. It was very difficult in reality 
for honorable members, and for the inhabi
tants of southern towns and districts, to 
realise tlte state of things that prevailed 
almost entirely over the north from Rock
hampton upwards-to realise the apparent 
total want of interest on the part of the 
Government of the colony in the aJfairs of the 
settlers there; whilst everything that those 
living in the southern centres of population 
wanted from time to time had been either 
provided or promised to a liberal extent, in 
the shape of roads, bridges, waterworks, 
railways, &c. Now, the people in the 
north had had great clifiieulty in getting 
the commonest assistance for the making of 
roads passable-roads which could scarcely 
accommodate the traffic that was now usual 
over them. He would not take up the time 
of the House in detailing many instances, 
but \Yould quote one which, from having come 
under his own observation, he could speak of 
1vith confidence. In the Mackay district, 
where he had been residing, he had watched 
the land sales and the amount of revenue 
accruing from them, and he knew that since 
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1863 there had been realised from land sales 
in that district not less than £14,000 ; and 
large amounts had been received every year 
besides from rents; yet, during all that time, 
and in spite of incessant applications to the 
Government to do somethmg towards 
improving the district, there had been 
nothing done in the district except in the 
expenditure of two trifling sums, amounting 
together to £2,500-and the greater part of 
that was provided for, not out of revenue 
from rents, but out of an English loan. 
Even the custom-house and bonded stores 
that were built there were paid for out 
of a loan. The expenditure of £2,501) 
in the district was but a trifle, and most 
of it was out of an English loan-and 
it was but a trifle compared with the amount 
subscribed by the settlers in the district. 
Now, where did the money that was obtained 
from the district go toP The tax-gatherer 
and the custom-house officer were always 
provided to raise money in the district ; but 
repeated applications to expend money en~n 
for the most necessary works were tal{en no 
notice of. He supposed honorable gentle
men were too busy in the south to take 
notice of those matters. vVhat was true as 
regarded the Mackay district was true as 
regarded every other place in the north. 
Now, under such circumstances, people 
residing in the north naturally asked what 
became of the money paid for the purchase 
of lands and the rents of lands. The 
northern people claimed an equality of rights 
with the people of the south, and they could 
not understand why those moneys that should 
be expended in the district for its improve
ment should be taken a"·ay and expended 
for the benefit of other districts. Unless it 
were shewn to the people in the north that they 
had a right to pay tribute to their fello\Y· 
colonists in the south, they could not under
stand why they should not haYe a fair share 
of expenditure out of the revenue to which 
they contributed-always, of course, deduct
ing the amount necessary for the purposes of 
general government. The view held in the 
north generally with respect to colonial 
government was that it was an association of 
equals under the sanction of imperial power 
for mutual advantage-that a colony was a 
political company or firm, with the head 
office at the capital, and the partners, who 
were the people, in the different districts of 
which the colony was composed. .l'\ ow, 
towards the general expenses of that firm or 
company, and for the ordinary conduct of 
its affairs,-such as postal communication, 
the administration of justice, the manage
ment at head-quarters, and for the buildings 
necessary for general purposes, such as the 
Parliament Houses, courts of justice, tele
graph offices, post oftices, and so on,-the 
people had a right to contribute in equal pro
portions. But when that was done the liability 
ceased, and the private resources of the 
different partners should be applied to their 

own use and advantage only. If one of the 
partners chose to live too fast and overdraw 
his account at the bank, he ought to be 
brought up and made to square his accounts 
with the firm ; or if he could not pay up 
his liabilities, the partnership, so far HS he 
was concerned, should be dissolved. Now, 
in every well-managed partnership business, 
the accounts of the se,·eral partners Wt're 
made up e\'ery yerrr, and when the books 
\\·ere balanced the profits were apportioned; 
and something of the same kind ought to be 
dune in the case of a colonial Gon'rnment. 
'!he people in the nrious districts, of 
course, had a right to pay a fair share 
towards the general expenses ofthe colony
no more ; and \Y hen those expenses w9re 
defrayPd, the Go1·ernment should exercise 
the strictest justice in the subdivision of 
what money remained for the improvement 
of the seYCral districts from which it had 
been ob1ained. It was oniy by the 

·observance of a plan of that kind that 
such a Go,'ernment as that of Queens
land could be continued. If the partners, 
who were equals, found that, by a wrong 
system of keeping accounts, one of the set of 
partners was injured by the negligence of 
another, would it not a1mken, and justly so, 
expressions of the strongest indignation P 
He did not mean to say, so far as the 
parallel was applicable to the ma.nagemen t 
of the afl"airs of the colony, that such a thing 
had been done \Yillingly or knowingly; but 
such was the view taken by the people of the 
north as to the way in \Yhich the Government 
of the colony had been carried on. The 
illustration he had attempted precisely 
shmYecl the case of the north. The people 
in the north had been protesting for years 
against the extravagant expenditure, from 
every source, ior the aggrandisement of other 
places; and had asked from time to time for 
statements of accounts, but had never been 
able to obtain any. '1 hat was what occasioned 
the strong complaints of the north. Tl1ey 
acknowledged that they \Yere liable for the 
loans. They had indorsed the bills and were 
therefore justly liable to the creditors of the 
colony abroad ; but they came to the people 
of the south and said-" You are honorable 
gentlemen and arc honestly disposed-you do 
not \Yant to oppress us-you haYe ample 
resources for your O\Yn wants in your OIYn 
hands-now use those resources and let us 
ha Ye ours. Do not let us have un-made roads, 
and rin'rs without bridges, where bridges are 
required; do not let us be "·ithout those 
improYernents that arc necessary in the dis
triet, a'ld \\hich we are entitled to; but do 
that which is fair and right. \Ve haye 
naturally felt much indignation at no accounts 
being rendered to us year by year, as in a 
well conducted firm they should be ; and by 
which we "\\·oulcl see that justice was intended 
to be done to us." Now, in not rendering 
accounts there was an amount of injustice 
done, but he believed that the want of 
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accounts arose from the press of b•1siness 
more than anything else. 'But he still said, 
and he put it to the House to say, if it was not 
a great mistake on the part of the Govern
ment of a free people not to take voluntarily 
some measures to clear themselves from 
imrutations that might be directed against 
them of gonrning 1vithout rule and without 
prineiple. He did not hesitate to say that 
the Gon•rnment of Queensland had been 
more despotic than any despotic Government 
in Europe. No Gm·ernment in Europe could 
be more despotic in the matter of taxation 
than the Government of Queensland had 
been. The people, it was trne, were supposed 
to have the po1n.•rof voluntarily taxing them
selves, but such was not really the case. 'The 
Estimates, too, as they were submitted yearly, 
were 1msafe guides as to the expend;ture of 
the year; and the loans that had been con
trBcted were based upon anything but a 
proper n'ld sound footing. \Vhen those loans 
were contracted, if the Government meant to 
keep the countryquiet,andmeant to shew that 
they intended nothing but what wa' fair and 
reasonable, they should have said-" \V e hold 
the country responsible for the loans, but vve 
will take care to apportion them in the several 
districts-the country will be benefited by 
them, but we do not wish to charge the people 
in the interior ]Jarts of the colony where no 
portion of them is spent, with even the interest 
on the loans." Now, was it not a shame that 
t~w people residing at the Gulf of Carpenturia 
shoulcl have to pay the same amount of cus
toms, in order to meet the interest on expendi
ture for works in the south, as the people resid
ing on the spot where the money was spent, 
and who reaped all the advantage of the loans? 
He could not believe that sueh was the original 
intention. He could not believe that any states
man would ha Ye planned a system that would 
produce such results. The northern members 
had taken the .Estimates for 1867 and 1868, 
had tried to analyse them, and had published 
their classifi~ation of tlw proposed expendi
ture for 1867 in one of the Brisbane news
papers of the 23rd 0f tleptember last. They 
did not pretend that such classification was 
word for word and !me for line correct, 
but they had endeavored to make it as 
correct as possible, and it 1vas such as 
no reasonable man could object to. Those 
gentlemen by whom it was drawn up had 
separated the different loans that had been 
contracted for the general expenditure of the 
colony- such as for Gov·ernment House, 
teleg1:aphs, lighthouses, &c. ; and they had 
classed tho;;e as loans generally to be borne 
by the whole colony ; and had placed the 
interest upon them year by year against the 
general revenue, and made it a first charge 
on that revenue. Then, they had taken the 
imm1gration loan, and made it a loeal charge 
by estimating the responsibility in proportion 
to what they presumed to be tlw present 
ratio of the inhabitants of the colony. Now, 
he hoped the honorable member for vV est 

J\foreton, J\fr. O'Sullivan, would bear that in 
mind when he came to speak on the subject. 
That honorable member thought it was not 
right to claim for the north 34,000 as its pro
portion of the inhabitants of the colony. 
\V ell, he would take that estimate as exces
sive; but it~ apportioning the loan, it was 
done accordmg to that number. If the popu
lation was less, the north would have to pay 
less. Dividing that loan according to popu
lation, and taking all the other loans-for the 
southern railways, for waterl\·orlcs, harbors, 
and rivers-and putting those loans for 
public works in the south on one sheet, and 
those for public works in the north on another 
sheet, they found that there was a total 
expenditure in the north of £540,200, involv
ing £34,864 for interest annually; and an 
expenditure in the south of £2,72:3,986, involv
ing an annual interest to the amount of 
£78,982. Now, that was the result of their 
analys1s of the loans ; and carrying the 
analysis out on the Estimates for 1867, and 
separating the different local works, and 
putting them under another page, they found 
that, in the Estimates for 1867, it "'as pro
posed to expend £157,000 in the southern 
districts of the colony, and £71,000 in the 
northern distriets. But, looking precisely at 
the amounts of money that ought to be 
appropriated to local purposes in the north 
and in the south, they found that in tbe 
north the localreYenue, or the amount that 
ought to be a\·ailable for local works, was 
£164,000-that was, there would be a surplus 
of £54,000 for the north; while, by the same 
mode of calculation, there would be a defi
ciency in the south of £2,000. Now, since 
tho.se calculations were made, supplementary 
eshmates, to the tune of £82,000, had been 
laid on the table; and they found that. addin" 
£55,000 to the previous deficiency. in th~ 
south, there 1ms a total deficiency of £108,000, 
whilst the northern surplus of £54,000 odd 
was reduced by £23,000, or to nearly 
£31,000. Now, here the north ought to have 
a clear balance of about £31,000 available 
fer northern works and improvements; and, 
at the same time, the south, like a 
fast young man who had been over
running the constable, would have a 
deficiency of £108,000 during the past year. 
Then making an analysis of the Estimates 
for 1868, which the present Government had 
placed on the table, but which he supposed 
they had copied to a great extent from the 
Estimates of the late .Ministry, the northern 
surplus of local revenue over local expendi
ture amounted to £60,000, and the southern 
deficiency to £65,000. He did not wish 
to thrust those Estimates down the throats 
of honorable members, but he wished them 
to take the Estimates and examine them for 
themselves, and see if the gentlemen who 
had drawn up the analysis had not fairly 
analysed the expenditure for the north and 
south, and placed the amounts fairly under 
the different heads. If there was any error, 
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it could only be a >ery trifling one. Now, 
with those facts before them, was it not 
reasonable for the people in the north to 
grumble; and had they not ample grounds 
for complaint? Those matters were coming 
before honorable members now for the first 
time; and he thot1ght the Government hacl 
failed in their duty, in not placing those 
matters before the Legislature long ago, as 
they should have clone. The next great right 
that was involved in the first resolution, was 
the right of representation. To his mind, that 
had always been a matter of very secondary 
importance, compared with the apportion
ment of taxation and exnenditure. If honor
able members did not 'make the amount of 
expenditure in the districts they represented 
so much a matter of scramble as they did, 
but dealt with it on some fundamental and 
equitable principle, as it was dealt with 
under imperial rule, the matter of lwYing a 
member more or less would be of but little 
consequence. B:~t when rcpresentatiyes came 
to the House chaYged by their constituencies 
to look well after their interests, and to get 
all they could for them, they took up a false 
position, and it was one that he would not 
consent to take up. He took it that he held 
a seat in that House as one of the represen
tatives of the colony, charged with the 
duty of bringing before the Parliament the 
interests of a particular district ; and he 
thought that in dealing with the Esti
mates honorable members should be guided 
by a desire to promote the interests of 
the country, as they might be developed 
in particular districts, and should not 
subject the distribution of the revenue to 
the decision of accidental or pro-concerted 
majorities. By the l\egistrar · General's 
returns it would be seen that the calculations 
he had referred to were not very far astray, 
for he observed in table B that the popula
tion of Rockhampton \Yas set down at 6,000 
odd, and all other districts at 27,000. 'Those 
two together made 33,000, w hi eh was very 
close on to 34,000. He thought that honorable 
members, in examining those tables, \Youlcl 
see that the registration districts of Brisbane, 
Ipswich, Drayton and Toowoomba, vVarwick, 
&c., included all the southern districts, and 
that the words "other districts " meant the 
northern districts. Now·, in reference to the 
number of the people in the different places, 
it had been said that the north was over
represented-that such places as the vVarrego, 
having only thirty-nine electors, and the 
Mitchell, with only tiYO or three--

An HoNoHABLE .MEMBER: 'l'he "\Varrego 
and the .Mitchell are not in the north. 

Mr. FITZGEHALD: The vYay he proposed to 
estimate the population was to examine what 
amount of waste lands were taken up in 
those districts, and giYe three men to each 
block. According to his experience as a 
surveyor, and his knowledge of the country, 
he would calculate the population of a district 
in this way :-He would divide the revenue 

derived from it by £12 10s., which would 
give the number of blocks in the district, and 
then, giving three men to each block, he 
\Youlcl rome very close to the number of the 
population. In that way he found that in 
the vVarrego District, which yielded a reYenue 
of £10,214, there were 810 blocks taken up, 
which gave 2,400 of a population. In 
the Burke District, which yielded a re1·enue 
of £4,,350, there were 360 <blocks taken up, 
which gaYe a population of 1,080; and in the 
J\fitchell District, from which there was 
deriYcd a revenue of £6,183, thoro \Yore 500 
blocks taken up, which gave a population of 
1,500-though he believed it was very much 
more. The honorable member for Ipswich, 
the late Colonial Secretary, in addressing the 
electors of Ipswich, referred to the consti
tuency of Clormont. The honorable gentle
man, whose speech to his constituents during 
the late elections he read at Clermont, and 
was certainly >cry much amused with, was 
reported to have said-

" vVhen we find that such a district as Cler· 
mont, with half-a·clozen electors, and the l\:Iitchell, 
with, I presume, as many more, able to obtain 
the same weight as \Y est M oreton, or the towns 
of Too.momba and vVarwick, it is not to be 
w·ondercd that they, with others, are able to thwart 
and obstruct the principles upon which the whole 
of the Government ought to be concluctecl. I 
am not aware whether it is that some of those 
districts are unable to fin cl people in them capable 
of representing their interests in the Legislative 
Assembly. I !mow not whether they do not 
thoroughly disreganl the }JOssession of the fran
chise, but true it is that some of those districts 
arc represented by gentlemen who ncyer saw their 
districts, which, l have no hesitation in saying, 
should have no representation at all. \Vhy, iu 
reality, they have nothing to represent." 
That was the view taken by a southern 
member of one of the most important 
constituencies in the north. -When he first 
saw that report, and read it, he was in 
the company of a great many gentlemen, 
every one of whom at once remarked that 
the gentleman who made such a state
ment must have known very little of Cler
mont at the time he made it. Now, the 
population of Clermont itself was 400, and 
more, including women and children; Copper
field, 600 ; on the gold fields, 700 Europeans 
exclusiYe of Chinese ; and on stations 35 ; 
making altogether a population of up,yards of 
2,700. The reason, as he hacl ascertained, why 
the people at Copperfield and Ulcrmont did 
not register themselYes during the late regis
tration was that they forgot all about it. 
But that district, though haYing such a large 
population-though producing largo quanti
ties of gold, and about 125 tons of copper l)er 
month, the late Colonial Secretary considered 
was unde~erYing of representation. As he 
had said before, important as representation 
might be, he did not believe it was so im
portant as the establishment of some general 
principles by which right might be clone to 
any district when the member was not 
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present. He now came to deal with the 
second resolution. He had referred to what 
was said by the late Colonial Secretary at 
Ipswich, when he spoke about some districts 
being unable to find people in them that 
were capable of representing their interests, 
and about the people having to elect as 
their representatiYes persons who had no 
connection with the district. Now, why was 
that the case? It 1vas simply because the 
business of the country was conducted on 
such \\T0ng principles that members were 
kept month after month by discussions and 
business relating to local southern affairs
when the business of the country might 
otherwise be disposed of in a few weeh. It 
was the great loss of time occasioned in 
that way that prevented constituencies in the 
north Jrom getting local representatives. It 
was not possible to get a man possessing the 
confidence of the community to consent to 
sacrifice hi< own private business to look after 
the interests of the public. Such a thing was 
not to be expected. In the Kennecly District 
many "·ere tried before he was, but no one 
would consent to come forward, otherwise he 
would not now have Leen in the House, 
because gentlemen better known than he was, 
and possessing the confidence of the people 
in a greater degree, would have been returned 
to represent tlw district. That was the 
reason why representation was not carried 
out in the way the honorable member for 
Ipswich seemed to wish it to be carried out. 
If only business that was generally under
stood were bronght before the House, and 
that could be disposed of by the saerifiee of 
a month or fiye weeks, there would be no 
difficnlty in getting local gentlemen 
of repute and ability to represent the 
northern constituencies. That was why 
he asked the House to nass the second reso
lution. He was sure tl~at the practice of the 
Imperial Parliament would bo found to be as 
he had described it-that the Imperial Parlia
ment attended to imperial subjects, and did 
not interfere with local affairs. It was the 
guardian of the public rights, and so it stood 
aloof from local affairs, and it insured fair tax
ation to all under its rule. He nJw came to 
the third resolution. No one, he thought, 
would deny the proposition contained in that 
resolution. It was onl v fair to ask that 
every one in the colony ~hould contribute an 
eqnitaLle share or quota of his earnings for 
what was for the general interest of all in 
the colony-but not beyond. If the people 
in the country districts wanted roads or 
bridges made, why ask the people in the 
towns, who b.acl no concern in such worlrs, to 
pay for them? Such a thing was not done 
in the home country. \Yhen roads or bridges 
were required in any district, then a charge 
was m a de for them on the property that 
would be improved by them, or the people 
who owned the property had to do without 
sueh improvements. If the Imperial Parlia
ment were asked to vote £3,000,000, which 

would be at the rate of two-thirds of a penny 
per annum to every indh-iclual of the popula
tion, for the purpose of crtrrying out improve
ments in a particular district in Scotland or 
England, the proposition would not be enter
tained, on the ground that Parliament had 
no right to deal with local improvements. 
Let them take, for example, the application 
that was made a few years ago to the Impe
rial Parliament for four or five thousand 
pounds for the rebuilding of Westminster 
Bridge. Every argument that could be 
admneed upon anything like public grounds 
was advanced in support of the application, 
but it was refused, because it was contrary to 
the principles of British legislation to tax the 
people of the whole kingdom for a local work, 
however important-even in the city of 
London, and in the neighborhood of the 
Honsos of Parliament. Now, he maintained 
that the same principles should be carried 
out here. If l1itherto they had followed 
blindly the example of New South vY ales, 
they should retrace their steps. He had no 
doubt but the practice of New South VV ales 
and Victoria would be quoted as affordmg 
examples of a different course from what he 
contended for. 13ut it should be remembered 
that Victoria was a highly prosperous colony. 
It was only about one-eighth of the size of 
Queensland, and was only to be regarded, in 
comparison, as a provincE', of which Mel
bourne was the capital. All the trade of the 
colony was attracted to Melbourne as a great 
centre, anc1 all the railways and other works 
had been projected and carried out mainly 
for the aggrandisement of l\1elbourne. But 
in Victoria, the largo revenue that was 
obtained from the waste lands was applied to 
the extinction of the public debt. As toN ew 
South VY ales, he thought that any one who 
would consider carefully the example of that 
colony would unhesitatingly declare that it 
was an exmnple that ought not to be followed. 
They had follo11·ed the example of New 
South vYales too long already, and the 
sooner they ceased to do so the better. That 
colony 11·as struggling under the burdens 
produced by bad legislation; and at the same 
time it held on to its waste lands, or only 
dribbled them a\Yay to people who made very 
little use of them. \Vas it a fact, that free selec
tion had clone great good in the colony? It had 
settled a large number of people in the 
country, but he believed, nevertheless, that it 
w·as a vicious system; and it was not a system 
that it would be desirable to introduce into 
this colony. It opened the land to occupation 
at a low rate, by people of small means, and 
who were not able to turn the lands to the 
best account. On the other hand it prevented 
people from getting on the lands who could 
improve them and turn them to the most 
useful purpose. The title, too, under free 
selection there \Yas miserably bad. If a man 
spent a large sum of money on the land he 
had selected, owing to his not having a title, 
or not being able to get it, the money he had 
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spent was virtually locked up. But more 
than that, the system of free selection had 
annihilated the land fund, and the conse
quence was that the interest on the loans had 
to he defrayed out of the customs re•enuc. 
An example that had produced such a 
result was one which they ought not to follow. 
He hoped he had heard the last about New 
South \V ales affording an example they ou;-ht 
to follow. Such a course ''as never followed 
at home. There the improYcment of the 
property in any district was never made a 
charge upon ihe general revenue, but upon 
the property that ·was improved; and when 
the same rule could be applied here by the 
sale of wasie lands, why should the incom0s 
of the people be taxed in the way he referred 
to on the previous evening P An honorable 
member on that occasion took exception to 
his statement that every poor man on an 
average paid £3 10s. towards the general 
revenue; but any ono who was at all in good 
circumstances as a workil1g man, and who 
drank his grog or beer, and used tobacco; 
and his famil.v. tea and sugar, and some little 
domestic comforts, would have to pay all that, 
or, at any rate, very little less. Now, if it 
was desired that the people in the colony 
should grow rich, the Legislature must take 
care not to establish a 1winciple that would 
have ihe effect of stripping them of their 
earnings, and taxing their incomes to 
def'ray expenses incurred for impro1·ing the 
property of people in other parts of the 
colony. \Nhat was it that was the ]Jrincipal 
inducement for people to emigrate to colo
nies P vVhat but the prospect of getting rid 
of heavy taxation P He did not agree iR the 
opinion that was held by those who said they 
did not care about realizing a revenue from 
the land-that they 'vould 'give away the land 
for nothing to people who would settle upon 
it and cultivate it. Get people on the land, 
said they, and a sufficient compensation for 
the price of the land would be obtained by 
customs duties. Now, he denied that that 
was a just view of the case. vV or king peo
ple coming out to the colony were entitled to 
certain considerations, because they paid 
their o"-n pasRages, and so saved the Govern
ment the outlay of the money ; but those 
who were large purchasers should be required 
to pay ''hat was required for the improve
ment of the lands, and that to such an extent 
as "-ould not make the improvements a bur
den on those who had no right to pay for 
them. vVhen land was sold, the purchase 
money, as far as it was necessary, 
should be applied to the making of roads, 
to enable the purchaser to make valu
able use of his land; and then, afterwards, 
the land should be taxed for the maintenance 
of the roads. In the same way, the cost of 
brinaing immigrants to the colony shonlclbe 
defr~yed out of the land fund. It should 
not be made a charge upon the incomes of 
the people, and especially upon the incomes 
of those, the price of whose labor would be 

reduced by the introduction of immigrants. 
Those o;dw wanted to get cheap agricultural 
scrmnts had a right to pay for them. They 
had no right to ask the people of the towns 
to pay for them. The only proper way to do 
in re;;pect of immigration, was to set aside a 
portion of the land revenue for immigration 
purposes. It was true that, in one instance, 
the British Parliament voted money out of 
the general revenue for public works; but 
that was during the Irish famine, about 
twenty years ago ; and the money was then 
given as alms, and it was understood at the 
time the money was voted, that it was to be 
gi,'cn as alms.· But the people in this colony 
did not require to ask for alms. There was 
no rea,on "'hy the north or the south should 
ask for alms, for the making of railways or 
any other purpose whatever. As to the 
fourth resolution, he might say that there 
was no disposition on the part of any portion 
of the people in the north to take the con
struction of the statute laws of the country 
out of the hands of the Parliament. All 
that they desired was the power to 
control and direct their own local affairs
amongst which were to be included roads and 
bridges, railways and immigration; because 
they wished to have it in their power to say 
how many and what class of immigrants were 
required. They did not want to have a 
general system of immigration by which the 
inmates of prisons and workhouses, and the 
off-scourings of the streets of large cities, 
would be emptied upon them. They wanted 
to have the pmYer of managing their own 
measures for immigration, of appointing their 
own agent to select the particular class of 
immigrants required, and of dismissing him 
if he did not perform his duty faithfully. 
Then, again, as regarded local matters, he 
supposed it was no use insisting upon a thing 
that no person would deny-that the people 
in the north, being equal to the people in the 
rest of the colony, had no right to remit 
the conduct of those affairs which only con
cerned their own district, into the hands of 
others of the colonists claiming no dominion 
over them, and having no right to interfere 
in such matters, when they could be managed 
so much better by those who understood 
them, and who were living on the spot. Of 
course, if they rPceived grants of money from 
others of their fellow-settlers-grants to 
which they themselves in no way contri
buted-they would acknon-ledge the right of 
those other colonists to interfere in the appli
cation of such money; but when the money 
1vas raised by themselves, and belonged to no 
one else, the people in the north hnd the best 
right to direct its expenditure. He next 
asked the attention of honorable members to 
the fifth resolnLion ; and, in doing so, he 
would ask them to considPr the relative 
position of the people in the colony. They 
all came out to Queensland free and equal in 
el-ery respect; and, after having contributed 
through the customs to all expenses that 
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were of a general nature, and in the benefits 
arising from which all shared equally, to 
whom, he would ask, should the land re,~enue 
be fairly considcrpd to belong? The only 
answer that could be givPn to that question 
was, that it should certainly belong to the 
districts producing it, and to no other. In 
this colony, they owed feudal rights to no 
one. They were not required to remit any 
portion of the land revenue to Her Majesty, for 
she had most generously relieved the colonists 
from all claims upon the revenues fi·om the 
land. The revenues derived from the srtlc of 
lands should be received by the Government as 
trustees for the making of roads and bridges, 
railways, and other improvements that might 
be required in any district when the lands 
came to be occupied. If the persons occu
pying the lands could pay for the making of 
roads and bridges and railways in all the 
districts in which such works were required, 
it would not be necessary to ask them to 
pay for them. The lands belonged, in 
reality, to the persons. who occupied 
them ; and the reason they paid rents 
and purchase moneys for them was to 
prevent adventurers going upon the lancls
men who would not make a profltable 
use of them. In fact, a rent or purchase 
money was only so much money paid to 
keep others off the land, and reserve it 
to the occupier or a freeholder. \Yell, 
the Government held the moner that 
was so paid. but >~·hat did they do with it? 
People residing in other districts had no 
right to it. The inhabitants of towns con
tributed themselves their share to the general 
revenue, and they had their rates and other 
local charges for the impron~ments of the 
towns, and what could they have to do with 
the land revenue? \Vhat then was the Gov
ernment to do with it P Certainly, expend it 
for the benefit of the people in the district 
from which it was obtained, in the making of 
roads, and the supplying of the lnbor ncces
sttry for the cultivation of the laud, so that 
other persons might not be taxed for those 
purposes. He took it that that \Yas a reason
able way of applying the mone_ys obtained 
from the sale of waste lands. The money 
was paid into the hands of the Government, 
to he expended for the benefit of those in the 
district. But it was altogether indefensible 
to say that the fellow-settlers of the pur
chasers of the land, and who resided in some 
other part of the colony, should be able to 
take that money and expend it for their 
purposes. Such a proposition could not be 
justified. The system propounded by 1\Ir. 
.Edward Gibbon \Vakcfield, \Yho was the 
great authoeity on colonization some time 
ago, was, that so much per acre should be 
charged for the lands, and that out of the 
purchase money fifty per cent. should be 
deducted for survey and management, und 
for roads and bridges, and the othe,· fifty per 
cent. expended upon immigration, to pro,'idc 
labor for the improvement of the lands. That 

policy was adopted by South Australia and 
N e.v Zealand, and the people got on very 
well under it. That system had been the 
saving of New Zealand. If a Ministpr there 
were to get up in his place in Parliament 
and]Jropose a measure that would touch the 
land fund, so as to throw it into the public 
chest, as was clone with the land fund in this 
colony, he would not hold office fhe minutes 
aftenyards ; because politicians there had 
ahYays observed a difference between money 
paid for lands, and money paid through 
the customs for general purposes. As to 
the sixth resolution, much of what he had 
to say in support of it he had already 
stated. If it was understood that the 
land fund belonged to the people who 
paid the money for the land, and that no 
person out of the district in which it was pro
duced could claim any power of direction in 
its expenditure-except in so far as it might 
be required to meet the interest on loans for 
the district, and for which the Government 
was responsible-it follo\Yed as a consequence 
that the application of the money should be 
restricted to local improvements, and for 
local immigration purposes. If the colony 
were divided into provinces, which he hoped 
would be the case before long, and pro
vincial councils established ; and if those 
councils could shcw that they could, from 
such sources, meet all the local expenditure, 
there should be no interference with them. 
He knew it might be dangerous to entrust 
local bodies with the legislation about wasts 
lands; but it would be well to obtain Rug
gostions from the provincial councils as to t.he 
land regulations for particular districts ; 
and if those suggestions were reasonable, 
and did not interfere with the regulations 
of the Parliament, they might be enter
tained and carried into effect. But it 
would be of vital importance that the 
suney and management of the hnds should 
be left in the hands of the persons residinl\ 
in the different localities, for that would in 
a great measure invoh'e the rate at which any 
district might be able to progress. If the 
people in any province had to wait for months 
and months for the confirmation of the com
monest matters of business, the progress 
of the district would be Yery much impeded. 
A gentleman from New Zealand, with whom 
he was in conversation the other dav, 
mentioned to him the case of the Middle 
Island, in which there were three sets of 
laad regulations ; and he instanced one set 
\Yhich yielded about a quarter of a million 
annually, and which wns worked under local 
l'nanngement. Now, he did not see why such 
a system should not work in this e1lony. If 
they had SlH.,h a system, then the moment 
they got provincial action it would gi1'e IDW 

life blood to the colony; ancl honorable 
members would not in future have to deplore 
the financial condition of the colony, but 
would rather experience some dill:iculty in 
finding out how to dispose of their immense 
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revenues. He would not detain the House 
further, but would now simply conclude by 
moving the resolutions. 

11r. JVlrLES seconded the motion. 
Mr. DouGLAS: Sir-I huYe risen with 

some reluctance to speak upon this question, 
which has been treated so ably and at such 
length this evening. The honorable member 
for Kennedy has, I am quite sure, satisfled 
the House upon many admirable general 
principles. I must confess I should have 
been pleased to have heard some expression 
of opinion from those honorable gentlemen 
who are entrusted with the Government of 
this country upon a subject which is calculat.ed 
wholly to revolutionise our present practice. 
I presume the present holders of oflice have 
their ideas of what it is incumbent upon them 
to do, and what they think they are able to 
carry out; and after reading these resolu
tions have come to :1 condusion in reference 
to them, and formed an opinion whether they 
are in accordance with their present prin
ciples, or with those they are likely to adopt ; 
or, on the other hand, adverse to those prin
ciples, or whether they conceive it would be 
possible to carry them out. I confess that 
when these resolutions were first jllaced on 
the business paper, and when I perused them 
subsequently, I felt a sort of grim satisfac
tion that we -were at last reverting to sound 
general principles, and that some lwnoruble 
member had had the boldness to prop<;>und 
them. But, sir, the assertion of mere ab
stract principles in deliberative assemblies, 
however sound those Jlrinciples may be, fall 
with dullness on the ear and fail to reach the 
consciences ofhonorable members. They pre
fer to deul with details, and though they are 
well satisfied at times to hear these principles 
enunciated and affirmed in the same way as 
other rights, such as the rights of man, are 
affirmed, those are only in mmnents of 
]JOlitical rapture, such as but seldom affect 
mankind. Still, I do feel it Tory refreshing to 
hear an honorable member-and a new mem
ber who has taken such pains to address 
himself to the question-deviate from the 
ordinary custom of this House and treat us 
with an exposition of such wholesale and 
abstract principles as the lwnorable member 
for Kennedy has this evening asserted. It 
has been my fortune before now to treat upon 
this question, not exactly in the elaborate 
way in which that honorable member has 
dealt -with it; but I ha1·e earnestly, and in 
the face of great odds, sought in this House 
to affirm the same principles, though unfor
tunately I huve been unsuccessful in securing 
the support of honorablc members-signally 
so in 1863, when I first entered this House, 
and when we deliberated upon ft measure 
which has since materially influenced the 
destinies of this colonv. I was then in a 
minority, though a small minority. I sought 
to oppose legislation which I believed at 
that time infringed upon the principles of 
true government. I was unsuccessfUl, and 

I now see in the present state of the country 
some of the baneful effeets resulting from a 
departure from those principles. The honor
able member did me the honor to allude to 
me and my position, and he stated that if I 
had remained true to my principles I should 
now have been the leader of-I think he said 
-a powerful party. Sir, I hope I lmve never 
departed from my principles. I affirm that 
I have never done so, and no such charge cun 
be brought against me. I have taken office 
when it wus necessary to form a Government. 
I joined my honorable friend opposits, who 
is now at the head of the Government, when 
we were both agreed that a combination of 
parties was necessary to carry out the 
Government, and when we clearly fore
saw the difficullies which must ensue 
from previous legislation. \Ye united with 
the honomble gentleman who was the 
late Premier, iu forming a Government 
·which >Ye believed was strong enough 
to meet the exigencies of the times
exigencies which were sufficient to embarrass 
almost any Government. I would refer 
honorable members who represent northern 
interests to the statements I made at that 
time in the public papers, when I deliberately 
and with foreknowledge joined the Govern
ment with my honorable fi'iend, the member 
for Ipswich, .!\fr. M"acalister, and my honor
able friend the Colonial Treasurer. I wish 
simply t-") refer to the fact that I pbinly fore
saw \Yhat was about to follow, and that my 
object was to assist to tide over the difficulties 
which then threatened-difficulties which I 
trust are now to a great extent sur
mounted. During the short period of time 
that I have been a member of the Gov
ernment-I think I first joined it in 
February, 1866-there were a succession of 
changes, a succession of Governments, 
caused, not so much by political variance in 
the House as by the exigencies of the times. 
llut we huve, I believe, seen the worst of our 
difficultit:s, and may look forward to a 
more settled state of things. Having, 
I say, overcome most of the difficulties 
entailed upon us in 18fi3-haYing succeeded 
in raising all the money necessary to meet 
our liabilities-at any rate, -within a very small 
amount-if >vo undertake any new projects, 
we shall do so upon our own responsibility, 
and with a distinct knowledge of what has 
resulted from our previous extravagance. I 
can assure the honorable member for Ken
ned_y, that if he has failed to recognise me as 
in any way entitled to direct him, I am quite 
prepared, wheu he points out sound principles, 
and when he is in a position to adapt those 
]Jrinciples to practice, to follow him, if I see 
that by so doing I can in any way advance 
the general prosperity of the country. The 
honorable member has alluded generally to 
what he says has been a gross injusLice, what 
is now a crying injustice-that the people of 
this country collectively should contribute so 
largely to the payment of existing liabilities 
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to say, that every man, woman, and child in 
the colony contributed towards this liability 
to the extent of £2 10s. per head. vV ell, 
admitting that there may be some truth in 
that, I must still maintain that no man need 
pay that sum unless he choose. Take the 
simple necessaries of life which are taxed. 
'.rake tea and sugar, for instance - flour, 

incurred upon unsound principles ; and he 
quoted examples, or, as I think, failed to quote 
sufficient examples, to shew that 1ve have 
departed from the principle ~>hich has been 
almost invariably adopted in other colo
nies. I say not that it is necessary for 
us to follow their example, but I affirm, in 
contradiction to what the honorable member 
has stated, that it has almost invariably 
been the practice of colonial Govern
ments to raise loans for public purposes. , 
The justification for such a course has 
been this, that the money borrowed is 
intended to be expended in improving the 
country and developing its resources, in 
making it more habitable, in affording the 
means of occupying the far distant interior, 
and in conclucing to the settlement of a happy 
and prosperous community. To carry out these 
objects, we say-" 'V e will borrow money an cl 
spend it on improvements. 'Ve have no 
navigable rh-ers; let us, therefore, construct 

: happily, is not taxed - and the absolute 
necessaries of life in the shape of clothing; 
and I ask does the seven and a half per cent. 
tnx upon these articles amount to anything 
like £2 10s. per head? I affirm that it 
comes to very much less. Take the ordinary 
rations allowed to a working man, and, esti
mating that he would spend ten pounds in 
clothing, you will find that all he will con
tribute to the re\'enue in the shape of tariff 
and ad valorem duties will be £1 Ss. Sd.
the rest of the contribution is for luxuriPs, 
such as tobacco and spirits. If a man choose 
to indulge in luxuries he must expect to pay 
for them, and, therefore, I sa.Y it is the rich 
and not the poor man who is most heavily 
taxed. The lwnorable member would have 
us to believe that the whole of this indirect 
revenue goes to meet the interest on our 
debt. Now, might he not have looked at it 
in a different hght, and admitted that a con
siderable portion of our revenue is dcri,-ed 
from land? And might he not also have 
admitted that, in theo~y as well as in practice, 
the land revenue goes to pay the interest on 
our inJebtednC'ss ; that the great object of 
incurring this debt was avowedly to develop 
the resources of the country and facilitate 
settlement, and that, naturally enough, the 
proceeds derived from that source slwuld go 
towards the liquidation of that debt? Let 
us look at the Estimates and see how far 
this portion of the revenue is intended to 
meet our liabilities. There is a sum of 
£132,000, over £50,000 of which is estimated 
as proceeds from the sale of lands. vY ell, I 
say that this sum could very easily be 
augmented by the fnrther sale of land, and 
the whole revenue from this source be made 
to pay the interest upon our debt. VV oulcl 
it not have been fairer if the honorable 
member, >Yhen he came to deal with 
details, had admitted that here we really 
had the means of paying off our indebted
ness ; or, if we did not 'jJossess the amount 
wholly, -vve need baye no dif!lculty in obtain
ing it from the sale of Crown lands. That 
would have been a more fair and equitable 
way of dealing with the subject. But, 
besides this, would it not have been better to 
have shown us how we are to give effect to 
the principlPs he has laid clown? I believe 
he has affirmed that he merely wishes to 
create a discussion upon them, and to feel 
the pulse of the House. He has intimated 
to us that he has framed a Provincial 
Councils Dill, which will give effect to his 
opinions upon the question; but I think it 
would have been better if he had enlightened 
us a little more with regard to details. I ask, 

a railway, and drive it from the head of 
navigation to the interior, and so malce up 
for the deficieney of water carriage." This is 
a similar j)Olicy to that adopted in Victoria, in 
New Zealand, and, I may also add, iu Canrrda. 
Here, it was belie,-ed we could spend this 
money for the advantage of the colony at 
large ; and I recollect the arguments I made 
use of when that prineiple was propounded. 
It was said, •· Spend the money for these 
·worlcs, which will benefit the southern 
portion of the colony; and you can have 
your share of the next loan for your 
pnrticular districts." That was the policy 
which I had to anticipate. I knew that 
·we should exceed our po>vers of borrow
ing ; and that, after we had expended all the 
money we could raise by loan, we should leave 
the northern districts in the lurch, and have 
to say to the northern members, " 'Ve have 
exceeded our powers of borrowing; and 
though we should be very happy to spend 
money in your districts, we lm>·e not it to 
spend." That was the state of things I fore
saw, and therein I saw that an injustice 
would be clone to the constituency I then 
represented. I understood the honorable 
member for Kennedy to affirm that it is 
unwise for a colony to undPrtake any rail
ways as a naticnal undertaking ; and that 
such a principle had not been adopted in the 
other colonies, with the exception of New 
South \V ales. 

Mr. FrTZGERA.LD : They are local railways. 
J\,Ir. DoUGLAS: I can instance the case of 

New Zealand, where it has been carried out 
to a great extent. I affirm that the colonies 
have adopted that ]Jrinciple; and all I say is, 
that the honorablo member did not go quite 
far enough. He stated that the people of 
this colony >Yere contributing to the payment 
of £24·0,000, according to the present estimate, 
for the pri\'ilege of these railways, and the 
benefits derived from the large amount spent 
on immigration, and for other public pur
poses; and the honorable 1nembe1· went ou 
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is it possible that any Ministry can under
take to carry out the principles he has pro
]JOunded? Is the country at present pre
pared to submit to further taxation? Are 
we prepared to give up the 'Whole of the land 
revenue for the purpose of establishing loeal 
provincial governments? Is it not our first 
duty to provide for and pay our liabilities P 
There is no distinction at present between 
north and south; at any rate, we ha,·e 
incurred liabilities for which we are all 
responsible, and if we cannot adopt those 
principles there ·will he no alternati,·e but 
separation. I would, therefore, advise honor
ahle members on the opposite side of the 
House to look this question fairly and fully 
in the face. I foresaw some years ago that 
this state of things vms inevitable. I did 
not anticipate that this House would accept 
such principles of provincial government as 
would be acceptable to the north; and I 
still think it extremely improbable, unless 
honorable members are actuated by less 
selfish feelings, 1 hat such a measure can lJe 
passed in this House. I think, therefore, it 
would be far better for honorahle members to 
make up their minds, although there may he 
a time of repentance in store for some 
of us, to agitate at once for separation. 
I think they would receive even the 
support of some of the southern mem
bers. I myself feel quite inclined to 
gi,·e that support. And although it may be 
necessary that a subdivision of this immense 
territory should take place, I tl1ink it should 
be carried out with a view to ultimate 
reunion. Let us provide for tl1 e local 
exigencies of Government now, and by-and
bye, when the several districts have satisfied 
their local peculiarities, and expended their 
share of public money in their districts, we 
shall find it necessary to revert to some 
general principles. I sa:y: that thcs~ distric_ts, 
having wholesomely satisfied the1r provm
cialism, will then, with satisfaction to lhem
seh·es, revert to those great principles of 
government, which it will be necessary to 
embody in some grand and general scheme 
of federation for the whole Australian colo
nies. vVhat have we seen taking place in 
the British possessions in North America ? 
Or, I may take a country still nearer, and 
point out New Zealand as an admirable 
example of local and provincial government 
successfully carried out. ·what is now the 
tendency of the Government in that coun
try, but to revert to union, v.ith a due regard 
to the preservation of local rights ? That is 
what we want to obtain here, and it is what 
I hope to see. It may be that we may have 
to organise some northern federation, though 
I myself should prefer some general sche!ne 
which embraced the whole of the Australian 
colonies. Turnino- even to New South 
\Vales, I do not know that there would be 
any fundamental objection to our rem:ion 
with the mother colony. That colony 1s a 
signal instance of the failure of government, 

consequent upon its non-recognition of the 
very principles contained in the resolutions 
before the House. There are detached dis
tricts in that colony which deriv0 no benefit 
from the Go,•ernment, and I auestion 
whether they will ever do so as it is at 
present constituted. I will instance the 
Clarence aud l{ichmond districts, which 
derive no benefit from the Government con
centrated in Sydney; and there are many 
other outlying districts, such as Dulacca 
and liiverina, \Yhich it is impossible can be 
ultimately govemed by the New South 
Government. vYhen we take these instances, 
and endeavor to interpret them bv some 
general principle, I think vYe may· foresee 
the time wlwn the boundaries of the 
whole of the local territories of AtFtra
lia will he reconsidered and their boun
daries adjustNl vvith a view to satisfy 
the local claims and peculiarities of the 
different districts. Turning again to Canada, 
we find there communities which ha,·e been 
separated from one another, far more than 
we are from the northern settlements of 
Queensland. \V e find them meeting to dis
cuss their differences and diiliculties, and 
admitting the necessity of uniting for grvat 
and common purposes. "\Ve see their public 
men forgetting their personal hostility and 
antipathies, and joining in a common scheme 
of federation. J'\ ow, I trust honorable 
members will excuse me, if I make one or two 
quotations from the debates which have taken 
place in Canada on this scheme of federation, 
which happily has just been carried. I do 
so, because they appear to me to bear upon 
the question we are diseussin,g. and should 
not he lost sight of, as they will shcw what 
is now going on upon a grandPr scale in 
another country, and may be cons'dered as 
examples for us. I find a quotation from 
the speech of J\fr. Galt, who at that time 
held the office of Treasurer in the Canadian 
Parliament. He says-

" I now come, J\Ir. Speaker, to the considera
tion of the second, and perhaps I may say the 
third division of my subject also,-whether the 
material condition of those provinces is such as 
to make the union practicable, and 'vhether the 
details of the measures proposed are equitable to 
each and to all." 
Just as we have spent our money on public 
improvements-

" In considering this point, it is necessary for 
us first to review the liabilities of each province
the reasons why they were incurred, the objects 
which have been sought. In doing so the House 
will not fail to remark that the s tme policy has 
animated the Legislatures of all the prm·inces, or 
perhaps I should speak more exactly in sayiug 
those of Canach, K ew Brunswick, and ]',ova 
Scotitt. The public debt of all those provinces 
has, with some slight exceptions, been incurred 
for public improvements intended to develop the 
resources of the country, to attract immigr,ttion 
and wealth to their respective shores, to cheapen 
the means whereby the products of their farms 
were to be taken to ma1·ket, and to reduc<J the 
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cost of freight of articles which enter largely into 
the consumption of their inhabitants. Nor will 
any one fctil to observe the intimate connection 
which these public works have with each other, 
a connection which singularly illustrates the 
n~tional union which cxi,ts between these several 
provinces. If we consider the public imp1·ove· 
ments of Cmmch, her great canals intended to 
bring the trade of the vast countries bordering 
on the Lakes clown to the Gulf of St. Lawrence; 
if we look at the railway system forced upon us 
in Ollr competition with American channels of 
trade, strel,ehing from th ·• extreme west to the 
extreme east of the province ; and if we then 
look at the public vm1·ks that have been under· 
taken in Nova Scotia ancl New Brunswick, we 
find th,tt practically they form parts of one great 
whole." 
~l.'hat merely illustrates what has been the 
universal policy in all colonies entrusted with 
self-government. \Vhen they find they ha.ve 
!he po·\Yer of borrowing money, they exercise 
rt, and spend the money upon what they con
ceive will benefit themselves. I will also 
quote a short extract from the speech of a 
very eminent man, whom I class with men of 
greater eminence in Great Britain-a man 
who, representing, I believe, strong demo
cratic principles, maintains those principles 
with a feeling of perfect patriotism and 
fidelity to the monnrehy of Great Britain. 
He is a most remarkable man in every 
respect. He has headed a great popular 
party in Canada, and has now shewn great 
moderation and self-sacrifice in giving up 
opinions which he has fought for, and which 
he only waived for a time, in order to promote 
the prosperity of the country. I quote from 
the speech of the Honorable Mr. Brown who 
w .1s, at that time, President of the Federal 
Council of Canada-
" The lotsal patron:cgc will be under local control, 
aml the wishc,. of the majority in each section 
'vill be carried out in all local matters. " 
That is exactly what we want, and what I 
hope we may arrive at, though I am quite 
sure I shall not see thC' day. 

and will no longer have to betake themselves to 
Quebec for leave to open a road, to select a 
country town, or to appoint a coroner. " 
Further on he says :-
"It sweeps away the boundary line between the 
provinces so far as regards matters common to the 
whole people-it places all on an equal level
and the members of the federal legislature will 
meet at last as citizens of a common country. 
'1he questions that used to excite the most hosWe 
feelings among us have been taken away from the 
general legislature, and placed under the control 
of the local bodies. No man need be debarred 
from success in public life, because his · views 
however popular in his own section are unpopular 
in the other. " 
Then, with reference to certain objections 
that had been made by another member, the 
speaker went on to say :-
" Does he fancy that our clisoords and discontent 
were not well known in Great Britain, and that 
the capitalist and the emigrant were not influencecl 
by our distractions ? Does he fancy that people 
abroad, as well as at home, dicl not perfectly 
understand that Upper Canada wonlcl not much 
longer submit to the injustice from which she 
suffered- nncl that until the future relations of 
the two sections were adjusted, no one could 
prdict safely what our future position might be? 
But when the measure before us has been adopted 
-when justice has been clone to both sections
when all arc placecl on an equal footing-when 
the sectional matters that rent us have been 
handed oyer to sectional control-when sectional 
expenditure shall be placed on sectional shoulders 
-will not a sense of security and stability be 
inspired which we never before enjoyed, and 
never could have enjoyed under existing eirenm· 
stances." 

* * * * 
"Our five per cent. debentures went clown in the 
market so low as seventy · one, but they 
recovered from seventy-one to seventy-five, I 
think, upon the clay the resolutions for confedera
tion, which we are now discussing, reached 
London. \V ell, sir, the resolutions were published 
in the London papers, with eulogi~tic editorial 
articles, aml the immediate effect of the scheme 
upon the public mind was such that our five per 
cents rose from seventy-five to ninety-two." 
That is just what I hope my honorable 
friends will do, for I sec clearly that it will 
be necessary. The feeling of the inhabitants 
of the north is so }Jlainly opposed to the state 
of things at present existing that some change 
must of necessity take place, and the only 
question is, what will that change be. I shall 
await with great interest the Bill which the 
honorable member for Kennecly purposes to 
place before the House. I shall not form 
too hasty an opinion upon it. If it be possible 
to carry out sonic such principles as I have 
indicated, I believe it will be to the bene£t 

"\Ve luwo comphtine<l tlrtt the land system is 
not according to the views of our western people ; 
that free lands for actual settlers was the right 
policy for us-that the price of a piece of land 
squeeze::l out of an in11nigrant \V[LS no consiclera~ 
tion in comp::trison with the settlement among us 
of a hardy and industrious family; and tlmt the 
coloaisati~n road system Wl1S far from s>1tisfactory. 
\V ell, sir, this scheme remedies that. Each 
province is to have control of its own Crown 
lanJs, Crown timber, and Crown minei·als, and 
will be free to take such steps for developing them 
as each deems best. \V e have complained that 
local works of v>1rious kinds-roacls, bridge.~, ancl 1 

lamling piers, courthouses, gaols, and other 
structm·e,~have been erected in an inequitable 
a,ncl improvident manner. vV ell, sir, this scheme 
remedies th"t; all loe:cl works are to be con· 
strnctocl by the localities and clefrf1yecl from local 
ftmcls. And so on, through the whole extensive 
clebils of internal loc>1l admini,tration will this 
reform extend. 'l'he people of Upper Canada 
will have the entire control of the local matters, 

. of the country as a whole to attempt to give 
1 effect to them by legislation. I am not vm y 

V 

sanguine that we shall be able to do so. But, 
if a scheme of that nature should be rejected, 
then I will promise the honorable member 
that he shall have my support, and that I 
will endeavor to assist him in obtaining a 
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recognition of the just claims of the north. 
And I shall have no fear to apply this 
principle to the district I Tepresent. I feel 
that while I am bound to consult for the 
geneml good, I am bound to give effect to 
general sound principles. I am also bound 
to look carefully after the particular interests 
of my constituents. I am not afraid to accept 
the principles which the honorable member 
has set forth in his resolutions and apply 
them to my own district. I believe that all 
they require there is to be allowed to apply 
the proceeds of their land sales to those 
purposes which they think will most benefit 
themselves ; and that is a pTinciple upon 
which I believe I shall have the suppoTt of 
honomble members opposite. If the honoT
able member asks me whether I am going to 
vote for these Tcsolutions, I will tell him 
plainly that I shall be happy to do so. If 
he tells me that my voting for them is likely 
to give any practical effect to them at present, 
then I think I may assure him he is expecting 
too much. But if, in addition to that, he embo
dies them in legislation, and can pTove to me 
that they may be adopted without detriment 
to our present position, and without breaking 
faith with the public creditor, then I shall 
be only too happy to give him my support. 
I have, sir, faintly endcavorcd to illustrate 
and to recommend the princi]Jles which the 
honorable member has laid down. I have 
done so on various occasions before in this 
House, though unfortunately I have not 
been successful. I can only regret that at 
the time when success might have crowned 
my endeavors, I did not receive the suppOTt 
which is now accorded to northern represen
tatives. I do not wish to look back with any 
bitterness to those times, but I say that, at 
that crisis, when it was possible to have put 
a check upon the false principles we adopted, 
I was deserted by some honorable members 
who now sit in this House, when their single 
votes would have affected the whole result. 
My honorable friend the member for Leich
hardt, who now sits on the opposite side of 
the House, was, I know at that time, inflicted 
with a belief that it was then only possible 
to have one Government, and from a strong 
feeling that it was necessary to support that 
Government and any measures the Herbert 
Ministry might bring forward, he failed to 
give effect to the principles he is now anxious 
to see adopted. I do not know whether 
the honorable member then represented the 
Leichhardt District, or another honorable 
member of the same name-at any rate, the 
family interest was represented, and I 
believe that, if I had received his support 
and that of the gentlemen who then repre
sented northern interests, and who now 
testified to the grievances of the north, the 
whole destinies of this country would have 
been changed. Do not, then, let me be again 
reproached with having deserted my princi
ples. I have never done so. vVhenever I 
have thought it incumbent upon me to con-

tribute the little that lay in my pmver 
towards the maintenance of good gov:rn
mcnt I have done so, and I have never fmled, 
that I am aware of, on m-cry occasion to bear 
testimony to principle in legislation, and I 
have endeavored to as far as I could to put 
that principle into practice. 

JHr. FrrzsnrMoNs said he could bear testi
mony to the truth of every >Yorcl which had 
been uttered bv the honorablc member for 
Eastern DoiTns, and there was no doubt that · 
if that honorable member's opinion had been 
taken, they would never have had a rail
way over the lVIain llange. No man had 
worked harder to put a 'stop to railways; 
he did not believe the honorable member 
even voted for the railway to the north; 
and he was also aiTare that the honor
able member, when he (lV1r. Fitzsimmons) 
was not in the House, had fought hard for 
provincial councils in the north. . \Vith 
regarcl to the resolutions under discussion, 
he found that they embodied the very system 
which he had advocated in that House for a 
long time, viz., that the works should be 
paid for by those whose properties were 
benefited by them. He did not mean public 
works which ought to be constructed at the 
expense of the public, but railways, which 
ought to be local works ; and. he maintained 
that the ·workmen and artisans of Brisbane 
ought not to be called upon to pay for the 
construction of a raihvay through the Darling 
Downs. He contemlecl that the money 
which had been squanclerocl in enhancing the 
value of property in that district ought not 
to be placed on the shoulders of the work
men of Brisbane or Hockhampton, for it was 
not likely that those people woulcl derive any 
benefit from the Ipswich or Dalby Ihilways, 
and they ought not to bear any ]Jortion of 
the expense. Honorable members must 
agree with him, that it was neither honest or 
just. It had been stated in the House, some 
time ago, by a .Minister of the Crown, that 
the profits from the railways would more 
than pay the interest of the money expended 
in their construction. But it now turned out 
that that honorable member had made a false 
calculation, if indeed he had ever made any 
calculation at all ; for at that time, or indeed 
even now, there were no fact~ within the 
honorable member's reach on which he could 
have founded such a statement. It was an 
ascertained fact, that the traffic on the rail
way just nm,- at work vvas not sufficient to 
pay for the oil for the engines ; and it would 
be necPssary to borrow more money to pay 
the interest of the money invested in it. The 
debt of the colony was so heavy that it ·would 
be impossible to pay the interest except by 
borrowing money, ·which they had done 
already. In consequence of the enormous 
debt, the railway scheme, and the mismanage
ment of late Governments, they had been 
forced into a degree of poverty from which 
it would take a great many years to recover. 
Honorable members would say that this was 
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a doleful picture of Queensland. It was so ; 
but, nevertheless, a true one. Queensland, 
which had started into existence not eight 
years ago, without being a shilling in debt, 
was now crusheJ down by a heavy debt, 
heavier, he believed, than those of any other 
country in the world, in proportion to its 
population. vVith regard to the grievances 
of the north, it was not the first time he had 
brought them under the notice of the House. 
It vras a well ascertained fact, that the more 
distant any district might be from the seat of 
Government, the more it was subject to 
neglect. That fact was in keeping with the 
history of all the colonies, as the honorable 
member for Eastern Downs had illustrated 
in his reference to the Clarence and Richmond 
districts in New South Wales. Honorable 
members must admit that the agitation 
carried on in Moreton Bay years ago for 
sepamtion, was founded upon good ground, 
and that had arisen from the great 
injustice which the district had experienced 
from New South Wales. If honorable 
members would compare the position 
of Moreton Bay, at the time he referred 
to, with the position of the northern dis
tricts at the present moment; and also the 
treatment which Moreton Bay had received 
from New South Wales, with the disgraceful 
treatment which the northern districts 
received at the hands of the south since 
separation, they would easily come to a con
clusion as to what justice they should afford 
to the northern districts. The position and 
the material resources of the northern dis
tricts were in no respect inferior to those of 
the southern districts. For three years 
petitions had been presented from the northern 
districts in favor of provincial councils, and 
he believed the honorable member for Eastern 
Downs gave them his active support. But 
notwithstanding, nothing better was allowed 
to them than a miserable nominee district 
board. It was then that the men of the 
north abandoned every hope of getting justice, 
and turned their attention to separation. 
Every honorable member would admit that 
the northern districts never had been 
adequately represented in the House. So far 
from the late Premier having had any inten
tion to allow them increased representation, 
he had actually declared on the hustings that 
he should disfranchise one constituency in 
the north. The honorable member for 
Kennedy had appealed to honorable members, 
and he (Mr. Fitzsimmons) would also appeal 
to them, to support him in obtaining that 
justice which the north was entitled to, and 
which up to this moment had been refused. 
Failing to get redress, their only alternative 
would be to submit to misrule for awhile and 
continue their efforts for separation. They 
had tried all constitutional means of obtaining 
justice, and up to this moment had not 
obtained even the shadow of justice. He 
maintained that, as independent Englishmen, 
they were justified in standing up for their 

rights. It would not be a transgression of 
the law if they even refused to pay any more 
taxes to the Government; or, if when an 
attempt to force them to pay was made they 
resisted the constituted authorities in defence 
of their own rights. He hoped that the present 
Government would at least do something to 
shew the country that they had a desire to do 
justice to the north-even if they could not 
pass a measure this session ; and that they 
would not allow its wrongs to be perpetuated. 
If they did not do something, they would 
soon find some of the northern members on 
the Opposition benches. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY: Save us from 
our friends ! 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER said he had not 
intended to address the House until he 
heard the opinions of honorable members 
on the other side. He was sorry to 
find that one honorable member, not on 
that side, 1however, entertained opinions of 
such a peculiar nature that he had deemed it 
necessary to hold out a threat to the G-overn
ment. Although somewhat overstrained in 
one or two trifling particulars-in which the 
honorable member for Kennedy was in error 
-he agreed fully with all that had been 
advanced by him in bringing before the 
House his resolutions : they were self
evident propositions. And, what was more, 
as regarded the great principle of dividing 
this colony into provinces, that was recog
nised by the Legislative Assembly four years 
ago ; and, in fact, the principle of the Act 
passed at that time was similar to what the 
honorable member advanced in his resolu
tions. The preamble of the Provincial 
Councils Act was as follows :-

" Whereas it is expedient to provide for the 
expenditure within each district of the colony 
of so much of the revenue raised therein as may 
be available for the construction of public works 
and for other public purposes of a local character 
and generally to provide for the administration 
of local affairs by provincial councils," &c. 
'l'hen the Act went on to shew how the 
revenue might be expended in that way, and 
how the councils were to be formed. The 
Act was defective in this particular ;-instead 
of being elective, the councils were nomina
tive. And, up to this time, of all the districts 
of the colony none had thought it desirable 
to avail themselves of the Act, except Cler
mont. As it so happened, he was in office at 
the time the Government nominated the 
council of that district, and the members 
one and all refused to act. He believed 
there had since been a sort of council got up, 
but not to the advantage of the district. 
The nominee principle was inoperative. But 
all that was required, was to amplify the 
Act and make the local government system 
more complete, and it would be wholly in 
accordance with the principle asserted in the 
resolutions. He was very glad to have 
noticed the sentiments which had been 
expressed by honorable members from the 



soo Application of [ASSEMBLY.] Taxation and Expenditure: 

north against separation ; he considered it 
was the duty of the House and the Govern
ment to repress all tendencies to separation. 
It was a mistake of any Government to do 
anything to foster ill-feeling between the 
north and the south. The House should do 
nothing which would foster a desire for 
separation, or any feeling of discontent be
tween the different parts of the colony which 
might lead to its division into two or three 
separate colonies. He was, therefore, very 
glad to see that northern members clid not 
advocate separation, but expressed a readi
ness to be satisfied with any concessions to 
their demands by the House-if, indeed, 
they were to be considered as concessions. 
Separation would not be desirable, for many 
reasons. He might take the case of Moreton 
Bay, when united to the neighboring colony. 
The grievance here, or rather of the northern 
part of New South \V ales, had been that 
all the money was spent in the southern part 
of the colony, and that none came up to the 
north. But the north of Queensland la bored 
under an additional grievance, which More
ton Bay had escaped. The northern portion 
of New South Wales had not had to provide 
any extra taxation to cover works which 
were carried on in the south, and from which 
it derived little or no benefit. Supposing 
that separation were granted to-morrow, and 
the boundary line of a new colony were 
drawn south of Rockhampton, that town 
would become the capital, and would be 
situated in the extreme southern part of the 
new colony. Bowen would then be down on 
Rockhampton, and the state of things at 
present existing would be repeated. If 
J3owen was made the capital, then J3urke
town would be jealous. If they could keep 
the colony together, how much better! He 
quite agreed, that it was folly to expect all 
the little items of Government to be managed 
at a distance of 1,000 or 2,000 miles from the 
locality interested, and he thought they 
would be much better managed by local 
boards, or district or provincial councils. 
The honorable member for Kennedy appeared 
to argue that the north ought not to be 
called upon to pay its share of the interest 
of the money expended in this part of the 
colony. He (the Colonial Treasurer) wished 
to point out-and a reference to the votes 
and proceedings of past sessions would shew
that the Government had been supported in 
carrying their measures of expenditure for 
large public works by the then northern 
representatives. He had sat on the other 
side of the House, and he opposed all that 
expenditure; but the Government succeeded 
through the support of the members for the 
Leichhardt, Mr. Royds, for Clermont, and 
for Mitchell. It was the duty of the House 
and the Government to accord to the 
northern parts of the colony all the rights 
they ought to enjoy ; but the same principle 
should be applied equally to the western and 
southern districts. If such a Bill as that 

alluded to by the honorable member for the 
Kennedy were proposed, the whole colony 
would be divided into provinces. V'i'ith 
care, a satisfactory measure should be framed 
-such as would make this a prosperous and 
happy community. He thought the grievance.s 
of the north had been somewhat over-esti· 
mated when thev considered the relative 
position of R.ockliampton, Bowen, and other 
northern towns, with that of Brisbane at the 
time of separation from New South Wales. 
The northern towns had flourished to a 
greater degree than they could have clone 
had they been neglected to the extent that 
some honorable members said. Whilst sym
pathising with the wrongs of the north, he 
could not forget that other portions of the 
colony groaned under grievances as well
which districts, so far as the House were con
cerned, had been so overlooked that they 
might as well be blotted from the map of 
Queensland. He might instance the Wide 
Bay and Burnett Districts, which were inter
mediate, being unfortunately so situated that 
they belonged to neither north nor south. 
He considered that those districts had, to 
use the language of the northern members, 
been " utterly and completely ignored." 
Yet, they had a splendid harbor, and a flour
ishing town, which the honorable member 
for Jifaryborough represented; but they were 
never mentioned in the House without evok
ing derision. It was only last night that ' 
one of the " southern cormorants " objected 
to £1,000 put down for roads there ; when, 
at the same time, on the Estimates for 18()8, 
half that sum was put down for roads in the 
immediate neighborhood of his own town. 
He would not dilate on the subject, because 
the time would come when they would assert 
their rights. On the part of the Govern· 
ment, he said he had no doubt if the question 
which had been brought forward was con
sidered in a fair spirit, not only would 
northern, but other honorable members, be 
equally satisfied with the result. 

Dr. O'DonERTY, as a new member, con
fessed that he thought the thanks of the 
House and the country vvere due to the 
honorable member for Kcnnedy for having 
brought forward the resolutions-not, how
ever, that they contained anything new, or 
anything that every member in the House had 
not already well studied and understood. The 
resolutions contained within themselves a 
very excellent epitome of the principles 
upon which representative goyernment 
should be carried on in a colony of this 
kind, and on that ground they desened the 
most earnest attention of the House. There 
was no doubt that the northern portion of 
the colony had received less consideration 
from honorable members, during the last few 
sessions of Parliament, than they were 
entitled to. But, still, he thought the present 
subject, or what he might call northern 
grievances, could be carried a little too far. 
Although there was, unquestionably, an 
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amount of truth in the statements which 
had been put before the House, it should be 
recollected, as the honorable the Colonial 
Treasurer had said, that the very principle 
which the honorable member for Kennedv 
was seeking to establish in the resolution's 
before them had been already admitted ; and 
that, as the honorable member for Eastern 
Downs and the Colonial Secretary had stated, 
those principles were absolutely not attended 
to, by refusal of the northern representa
tives not very long since. There was 
probably good reason for that at the time. 
It was perfectly clear to all who had been 
resident in the colony for a few years, that 
the importance which the northern districts 
had now attained to had been the growth of 
the last twelve months, in a great part. And 
he, as a southern member, was very far from 
being jealous of their prosperity : he heartily 
congratulated them upon it, and he compli
mented their representatives on the attention 
they had received in the House. He con
gratulated the honorable members for 
Kennedy, Rockhampton, and Clermont--

Mr. vVALSH: And Maryborough. 
Dr. O'DoHERTY: And Maryborough. He 

congratulated them on the attention they had 
received in the House-for they had occupied 
all the time since Parliament met. He 
should be one of the last to interfere in any 
way with any measures that might be 
brought forward to grant the fullest justice 
to those districts. A few wordg in justifica
tion of the course which had been adopted 
in the colony might be said. :Everyone 
should recollect that the colony was only a 
few years old, ·and, as had often been boasted, 
it had come into existence full-fledged with 
representative institutions. It was the 
youngest colony in Her 1\fajesty's realms 
that had received those great privileges of 
o-overnment. Many of the members of 
Parliament were but young to public life, 
and, as happened in private life, they had 
come into the possession of a very fine 
estate, without adequate knowledge how to 
administer it to the best advantage. It was 
not too much to say that they had mis
managed it. There were very few honorable 
members who were not prepared to admit 
that. Their fine estate had been mismanaged 
as a whole, though some portions of it had 
received careful attention-Ipswich, a good 
deal-and, in admitting that, he thought 
they admitted everything that was necessary 
for the case of the northern members. He 
held that it was unjust that the indignation 
of nort~1ern members should be eentred on 
one individual, an honorable member of the 
House. Though new to Parliament, yet 
during his residence in the colony, for some 
years, he had paid considerable attention to 
the progress of public affairs, and he 
had no hesitation in stating his opinion 
-and he believed it to be the opinion 
of a very great majority of the colonists, and 
certainly of the constituencies- that the 

blame, whatever it was, attachable to the 
Government of Queensland during the past 
four or five years, might very fairly be placed 
on the shoulders of almost every member of 
Parliament. No doubt, it would not suit the 
present position of parties in the House to 
admit that; but he thought they might con
gratulate themselves that, at all events, on 
the particular question embraced in the reso
lutions brought forward by the honorable 
member for Kennedy, there was no Opposition 
side in the House. They were all impressed 
with the importance of following out, as far 
as possible, the course recommended by the 
resolutions, which, as he had already stated, 
contained an excellent epitome of the true 
principles on which representative govern
ment should be carried out in Queensland. 

Mr. O'SuLLIVAN said he should not have 
said a word on this subject-it was too large, 
too sublime, for his practical knowledge
only that the honorable member who pro
posed the resolutions had referred to him 
particularly. No doubt, that was under the 
impression that he was to offer some very 
desperate opposition to those abstract prin
ciples which the resolutions expressed. He 
thought he had seen something like them 
before ; and he was of opmion that they were 
not fit for discussion in the House, but rather 
for some debating class. He thought he 
might as well, at the outset, tell the horror
able member for Kennec1y that there was not 
one of his resolutions which he would not 
support-if that was any benefit to him ; but, 
at the same time, he begged to inform him 
that he did not think his support, or that of 
the House, would be of much practical utility 
to him on the present occasion. He did not 
rxactly see the use to which honorable mem
bers had put all the time they had spent 
together in the House. The country had 
certainly fallen into debt, and their business 
during the last three weeks had been to ery 
over that debt ; but he had seen no horror
able member put his shoulder to the wheel, 
to push the state coach ahead out of the 
rut. It was a very bad thing to attempt 
to put all the blame on the shoulders of 
one man. Though he might be the driver, 
what was he without the team P One man 
could not do much in the House, be he a 
minister, or otherwise ; he must get the 
support of the majority. Honorable mem
bers, when they got up to address the House, 
should speak to principles-not of an indi
vidual. He would not only support the 
resolutions, but any Bill that should be 
brought in to make the abstract approach 
the practical ; yet, he thought, with the 
honorable mem1Jer for Eastern Downs, that 
at the present time it was out of the power 
of the House to give effect to the principles 
enunciated by the honorable member for 
the Kennedy. Again, though he was thus 
favorable to the affirmation of them, he was 
not so to wasting the time of the House 
debating them. A Provincial Councils Bill 
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could have been brought in at once, and all 
necessary debate on the principles of local 
self-government could have taken place en 
the second reading. However, he had no 
objection to the honorable member feeling 
his way; and, for a young member, he had 
handled his subject well, and had shewn that 
he was a man of ability. However, the argu
ments advanced exhibited ingenuity rather 
than ingenuousness. He (Mr. O'Sullivan) 
could not but admire how the honorable 
member peopled the north, having found 
three men for every block of land. No 
doubt, the land was there ; but he doubted 
about the men. However, he could only 
take the honorable member's word for them, 
which would be easier than that he should 
go up to count them. He denied the 
honorable member's arbitrary right to divide 
this colony into two parts for his own pur
poses. He did not see why he should come 
down to the south, as a kind of J eff. Davis of 
Queensland. Why did he not take his line 
of division in the other direction, and separate 
the colony into east and west P No doubt, 
all his able arguments would apply equally 
well; aye, even if he went in for a division 
of parishes. He (Mr. O'Sullivan) objected 
to the expression " northern local councils," 
which the honorable member for the Ken
nedy had introduced in debate, and to the 
exaltation of the north, which had been "the 
burden of his song." It had been denied that 
the north had had anything to do with the 
railways. At the time that the railway 
swindle was started in this colony, he lost 
his seat over it ; but he saved his principle, 
which he had still. For the railways, the 
northern members had done the best bit of 
"log-rolling" that was ever known; and the 
north got a "patch" of railway-a drop in 
the bucket, when compared with the whole 
of the expenditure on railways-for having 
fallen into the trap. If they had been true 
to their own interests, and the interests of the 
colony, they would have saved Queensland, 
and there would have been no railway at all. 
In saying that, he did not mean to blame the 
present representatives of the north, who 
were men of just the stamp that, if they had 
been in the House at the right time, would 
never have given away ; they were not only 
independent, but they had ability to hold 
their own. Additional representatives were 
claimed for the north, yet only the other 
night honorable members actuallv voted 
against a motion for increasing the represen
tation, and refused it. It had been stated 
that an honorable member, who was the head 
of the late Government, threatened in a 
hustings speech to disfranchise a northern 
constituency. Now, he (Mr. O'Sullivan) did 
not care what reports had appeared in news
papers, he had been present and heard the 
speech that was objected to ; and he denied 
that the honorable gentleman had said any 
such thing. What he had said was, that a 
m-ember was given to ;t district th1;1;t had no 

population at the time, while other districts 
which had large populations had no represen
tative ; and that if he should continue in the 
Government he would alter such a state of 
things. What he understood from that 
speech was, that the honorable gentleman 
meant to make population the basis of repre
sentation. The district alluded to was 
Mitchell, which, when the Additional 
Members Act was passed, had only three 
or four settlers within its limits. How
ever, at the first election no electors could 
be found ; but it so ha.ppened, hy good 
luck, that a new commissioner of Crown 
lands, with two orderlies, was present at 
the place of nomination, and one of the latter 
proposed a candidate, the other seconded; 
and so the first representative was declared 
to have been duly elected. At that very 
time, Dalby, with five hundred inhabitants, 
did not get a member. But the question 
was, not that Mitchell should be deprived 
of a representative, but that Dalby should 
get one. In reference to the quotation 
made by the honorable member for Kennedy 
of the statements of the Honorable Mr. 
Brown, of Canada ; he contended that 
Oregon had been peopled and raised to the 
dignity of a state, with a population of 
40,000, in three years, because of the wise 
laws of the United States, under which, not 
only the land was given away, but imple-; 
ments were supplied by the Government to 
the farmers who settled there. For effecting 
improvements that farmers were expected 
to make, here, in six or twelve months, five 
years were allowed there ; and then no con
fiscation. Let honorable members pursue 
the calculation, and they would find what a 
consumption of dutiable goods such a ropula
tion had capacity for ; and they must admit 
that the land of Oregon, though given away, 
was amply p_aid for by the contributions of 
the population to the general revenue. 
Would any honorable member tell him, after 
that, that it was bad policy to giYe away the 
land P In a country like this the land ought 
to be given away. While on this subject, he 
must express his wonder that tJ:.e honorab~e 
member for Maryborough had w1thdrawn hlS 
motion for the classification of lands ; and 
he assured him that if he should bring it 
forward for embodiment in the Land Bill he 
should have his support. It was a monstrous 
absurdity to say that all land was worth one 
pound an acre, no more and no less. There 
was land in the colony worth from one to 
four pounds an acre, and there was land not 
worth two-pence an acre. However, he had 
no intention of speaking on such aerial 
theoretical things as the resolutions before 
the House : they suited the honorable mem
ber for Eastern Downs, who was a man of 
theory. As there would be no difference 
of opinion about them, he hoped the honor
able mover would be satisfied. The debating 
class in Ipswich was engaged in discussing 
the question-Whether w.inorities ou~ht t9 
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be represented ? The honorable member 
for Kennedy had said that it was not right 
that the minority ought to be called on to pay 
a tax for the benefit of the majority. vV ell, 
he (Mr. O'Sullivan) supposed it was because 
this was a thoroughly English principle 
that the Parliament asserted it ; for every 
day the majority decided questions brought 
before the House- so they decided upon 
everything they did, except the reading 
of prayers, which the Speaker had all to 
himself. They might come to one particular 
conclusion without difficulty-it was, that 
the sooner they got rid of the discussion of 
the aerial abstract questions they were now 
discussing the better, unless they wished to 
spend the summer where they were. 

J\1:r. VVALSH rose to move the adjournment 
of the House. The present debttte was so 
important, that the House could not do 
justice to it without more time. 

Mr. :FRANCis said, if it was thought neces
sary by any honorable member who came 
from the north, he should be glad, as one of 
the bigotted southern members, to minister 
in any humble way in his power to the 
gratification of the House, by contributing 
to the amusement of the evening in discuss
ing those very harmless and very abstract, 
and, as the honorable member for West 
Moreton, Mr. O'Sullivan, described them, 
aerial resolutions. He could not help think
ing, at first sight, that this was not his first 
acquaintance with them. He had read them 
over and over again. The full discussion of the 
matters therein contained would occupy a 
considerable portion of the session, and 
demand at the hands of honorable members 
-if they would deserve the respect of the 
community-very careful consideration. He 
never yet met a man who was more 
thoroughly charged with what was called 
radicalism than himself; but even he could 
not subscribe to the resolutions. He was 
not prepared to say that he would give to 
every inhabitant of Queensland-black and 
white-nor to every woman in the colony, a 
vote ;-but that was what the resolutions 
said:-

" That the inhabitants of every part of Queens
land are fully entitled to claim and enjoy equal 
political rights and privileges.'' 

He was in the habit of interpreting words 
and language in their natural sense. 

Mr. RoYDS and Mr. W ALSII : Common
sense. 

Mr. :FRANcrs: He was delighted to find 
the extent of liberality manifested-especially 
on the other side of the House, where lie 
should least have expected it. He hoped, 
should occasion arise for a motion for extend
ing the franchise-and he should not regret 
to see it brought forward-that such a 
motion would receive support in such an 
unexpected quarter. At the sltme time, glad 
as he might feel in that anticipation, it was 
his duty in a conservative spirit at once to 

1)rotest that he was not prepared to vote for 
the first resolution. If honorable members 
told him that it was not intended in its 
natural sense, then it had better be with
drawn. It could be of no possible advantage 
to pass it, that he could see, unless they were 
prepared to carry it out. Passing on to the 
second resolution, he thought it was, possibly, 
far less open to objection than the first : that 
the House should hold up to themselves, as 
a model for their imitation in the good 
government of this colony, the proceedings 
of, and the principles adopted by, the Parlia
ment of Great Britain, so-
" - that the Government of the countrv shall 
be carried on --- upon well defined and easily 
understood fundamental principles, ensuring equal 
justice and fair taxation to all persons under its 
rule." 
He did not intend to go through the whole 
of the resolutions. He did not regret 

· altogether that they had been brought 
forward, but he felt, as had been stated by 
the honorable member who last spoke, that 
it would have been far better, as involving a 
less waste of valuable time of the House, 
if some substantive practical outcome from 
the resolutions had been brought before 
them. They could have discussed the 
abstract principle equally well. He believed, 
as he had before stated, that it was a good 
principle that local expenditure should be as 
far as possible met by local revenues ; and 
he should be delighted, hereafter, when he 
thought the proper opportunity had come 
for bringing forward such a proposal, to 
claim the support of honorablc members 
who, he believed, were prepared to swallow 
the resolutions in their entirety. He should 
claim their support in the proposal, that 
those blessed railroads, which had brought 
the colony into so much trouble for the time 
being, should be paid for by the districts in 
which they were made. He thought it would 
be very easy to carry out that object. 
He was thoroughly in favor of the 
railway policy; he believed in that policy 
which had been advocated and carried out 
so far by the honorable member for 
Ipswich, Mr. JYiacalister. He had yet to 
learn that this country was brought into 
its present unhappy condition in con
sequence of that policy. This statement 
did not involve that he was prepared to 
sanction every part of the administration of 
that policy: that was a different question. 
At the same time, it had not been shewn to 
the House, in any respect that he could see, 
in what way that policy had been defective. 
It was all very well for honorable members 
to waste time, to bring charges against this 
or that man, without any evidence to support 
them. He only wished they would give the 
House an opportunity of investigating and 
deciding them, by coming forward in a 
straightforward and honorable way to sub
stantiate their charges, He admitted that 
the adm.i.ni~tration of that policy lu~g llee!6 
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defective ; but he utterly repudiated the 
suggestion of the honorable member who last 
spoke, that the best day's work for Queens
land would be to shut up the railways 
altogether. It was a good policy to throw 
open the country by the railways ; and he 
believed, also, in the policy that was 
shadowed forth in the resolutions, to make 
those districts pay through which the railway 
was carried. This was not the time, how
ever, for him to state what way he thought 
that policy could be carried out. He might 
say, he was for throwing open the land to 
those who would turn it to the best use ; not 
for throwing away the land ; not for locking 
it up; but for giving it to the man who 
would bring it into a state of bona fide 
improvement by cultivation. To that extent 
he was prepared to support the resolutions, 
in their spirit or intention. His view was 
that the House were hardly prepared for 
these resolutions at present. Local adminis
tration was a good thing, but it was a 
question of time ;-in the infancy of the 
colony, it was impossible to carry it out. 
The efforts of honorable members, he granted, 
should be in that direction. No one could 
abhor more than he did a system of bureau
cratic centralised government. Let the 
people by all means govern themselves, and 
look after the expenditure of their own money, 
and do their own work; but, at the same time, 
he held that it was impossible that such a 
system of government could be carried out 
in a new country like this on a sudden. He 
was thankful, on the whole, that the honor
able member had brought forward these 
resolutions. He did not think that it was 
altogether a waste of time to deal with 
abstract questions ; and, beginning at the 
beginning of things, the House was too apt 
to deal with matters from a conventional 
point of view ; but he was sorry the honor
ablc member had not brought forward a 
practical measure, by which the grievances 
complained of in the north could be remedied. 
He wanted to shew to honorable members 
from the north that he was not one of those 
bigotted members that the honorable member 
for the Kennedy, the other night, described 
the southern members to be. He hoped the 
resolutions would receive as much attention 
as the House could find time to give them ; 
but he hoped, for their own credit's sake, that 
the House would not pass them; and that 
the honorable member would find his purpose 
sufficiently answered by the discussion of 
them, and would consent to withdraw them. 

Mr. MILES said he was rather surprised at 
the remarks that had fallen from the honor
able member for East Moreton, Mr. Francis. 
That honorable member, he thought, stated 
to the House, in the outset of his address, 
that the resolutions were inopportune, and 
that the present was not the time to bring 
forward abstract questions. However, he 
was glad that the honorable member, towards 

. the end of his speech, said he considered that, 

on the whole, the time of the House had not 
been wasted by the discussion of the resolu
tions. He thought, if he 1vas correct, that 
the honorable member for the Kennedy, who 
introduced the resolutions to the House, said 
that he only wanted at present an expression 
of opinion by the House on the principles 
involved in the resolutions ; and that he would 
lay. a Bill upon the table of the House 
towards the close of the session embodying 
those principles, if the resolutions should 
be approved of, so that honorable members 
would be able to deal with the question in a 
practical form next session. Now, he thought 
that that was a very proper course for the 
honorable member to adopt, because, if the 
resolutions should be defeated, there would 
be no use in introducing a Bill. He admitted 
that a great deal of time had been wasted in 
dealing with paltry questions, but this was 
not one of those ; for this was a question 
that, if carried out, would greatly affect the 
well-being of the colony; and it was one 
which he thought could not be carried out 
a moment too soon. If the honorable mem
ber had j)roposed to introduce a Bill at once 
to carry the resolutions into effect he should 
not have felt inclined to support it this 
session, because he thought there were other 
matters more demanding immediate attention. 
He had read the resolutions, and he must 
say that he did not think it required any 
great amount of argument to convince · 
honorable members that they were cor
rect in spirit, and that the House should 
adopt them. He saw nothing in them to 
object to, and therefore he would support 
them with a great deal of pleasure. He 
believed it would have been well for the 
colony if they had been introduced and carried 
into effect at a much earlier period. How
ever as such had not been the case, it was 
the bounden duty of the House now to have 
them put into a shape the country would 
benefit by. He did not see there was any 
great impracticability about embodying the 
resolutions in a Bill that could be adopted by 
the House. He was under the impression, 
when the honorable member for 1.V est 
:M:oreton, Mr. O'Sullivan, was addressing the 
House, that the honorable member had come 
to the conclusion that the honorable member 
for the Kennedy was wanting to pass a 
measure for the north only. Now, if he 
understood the honorable member for the 
Kennedy correctly, he proposed to introduce 
a Bill that should apply to the whole colony. 
If that should not be the case he, for one, 
would oppose the measure. The opinion that 
the Bill would be for the north only was based 
upon the circumstance that the honorable 
member for the Kennedy had not in his 
speech referred to the grievances of the 
western district ; but the western district was 
suffering as much as the northern ; and he 
would ask the honorable member to inform 
the House distinctly, when he came to reply, 
if it was his intention that the Bill should 
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apply to all parts of the colony or to the 
north only. Unless he brought in a Bill for 
the whole colony he would not support it. 
Though he '"as elected by a con
stituency in the western district, he was 
there as one of the representatives for the 
whole colony, and he was bound to give his 
assistance, however humble it might be, to 
forward the interests of OYery and all dis
tricts throughout the colony. He woulcl take 
that opportunity of mentioning Pc case of hard
ship that was to have been inflicted upon the 
district he had the honor to represent, by the 
late Government. That Government, in 
preparing the Estimates, struck off the salary 
for a judge for the western district of the 
colony. But while that was the case the 
salary for a metropolitan district judge was 
not struck out. Now, he asked if that 
would not have been oppression-if it would 
not have been a case of great hardship? 
In the capital there were two judges of 
the Supreme Court and a district judge, but 
because the inhabitants of the west were a 
long distance away from the seat of Govern
ment they were to be deprived of all law and 
justice. He thought that was a grievance 
he had a right to bring before the House. 
He was glad to see by the Estimates that had 
been laid upon the table that the salary for a 
western district judge had been restored. He 
could assure the Government that if that had 
not been done he should have given them 
every opposition in his power, for a grosser 
act of injustice could not have been 
perpetrated than to have deprived people, 
living seven or eight hundred miles away, of 
the means of obtaining justice. He would 
not take up the time of the House in dis
cussing the resolutions, for he considered 
there was nothing in them that any horror
able member could obiect to, and he would 
have great pleasure in supporting them. 

Mr. ARCHER said that, in rising to address 
the House upon the resolutions before it, he 
had, in the first place, to thank honorable 
members for allowing the question to come 
on that night. Several honorahle members 
had allowed motions on the paper in their 
names to be postponed, in order that the 
motion of the honorable member for the 
Kennedy might be brought on; and it was 
only due to those honorable members 
who had done so to thank them for the 
courtesy they had thus shewn to honorable 
members for the north. It had often 
been remarked that when a debate on Indian 
affairs occurred in the House of Commons, 
the House rapidly and considerably thinned. 
Such a circumstance was not very compli
mentary to Indian affairs; and it was equally 
uncomplimentary to the north to find, when 
a motion bearing upon the grievances of the 
north was brought forward, very few members 
remained in the House. Such conduct only 
shewed that while honorable members for the 
south were willing to act courteously towards 
honorable members for the north, they were 

not willing to give any attention to ~hem. 
He was sorry to see the House was so thm. It 
only shewed that, to honorable members for 
the south, the sulJj ect possessed no interest ; 
and that the northern districts were regarded 
as outside provinces, and could not therefore 
have that attention bestowed upon their 
affairs that would Le paid to matters affecting 
the cauital. The honorable member for Easb 
J}foret:On, Jl.fr. Francis, had said that the 
resolutions were useleas; but if they were 
useless, how did they come to require such an 
amount of quibbling as the honorable member 
resorted to for the purpose of proving they 
were useless. The honorable member, how
ever, expressed a very different opinion after
wards, when he said that a qupstion of this 
magnitude would require the greater part of 
a session for its proper discussion and consi
deration. Now, he would ask, how could 
questions that were considered useless also 
be of such magnitude that their discussion 
would occupy the greater part of a session? 
One of the quibbles to which the honorable 
member resorted was that of representing the 
resolutions as proposing the enfranchisement 
of blackfellows, gins, and picaninnies. Now, 
any one who knew anything about past legis
lation in Australia knew perfectly well that 
blackfellows, gins, and picaninnies had always 
been excluded from representation -that 
the aborigines could not appear in the 
witness box to give evidence, and they were 
without most of the rights claimed by British 
subjects. Such an objection being brought for
ward, satisfied him that the honorable member 
using it was wholly without any valid argu
ment against the resolution. The Colonial 
Legislature was under the painful necessity 
of legislating for those who were of white 
parentage only, and honorable members knew, 
and very much regretted, that the laws they 
passed did not apply to the natives of the 
colony; for he was sure that every white man 
in the colony would be glad if the aboriginal 
inhabitants were able to participate in the 
advantages of British subjects. But they all 
knew that the thing was impossible. The 
same honorable member also said that the 
resolutions had come on at too late a period; 
and again that he did not think the discus
sion of them had been a waste of time. In 
that last opinion, he felt he could quite agree 
with the honorable member. If the resolu
tions had been introduced to the House, and 
had been intended to remain merely as resolu
tions, and never to have any other effect, 
their discussion would have been a waste of 
time. But the honorable member for the 
Kennedy had brought forward the resolu
tions in order that the House might confirm 
them, or the contrary ; and if they were 
confirmed he would expect the House to 
take further action upon them. He did 
not think it was a waste of time to ask 
the House to concur in resolutions that 
carried with them such momentous prin
ciples as were embodied in the resolutions 
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now before the House. As to what fell 
from the honorable member for East More
ton, about the way the lands should be 
dealt with, he must confess that he could 
not understand him ; but in the discussion 
on the Land Bill the honorable member 
might express himself a little more clearly
and in that hope he would wait till then, and 
see whether or not he could agree with him. 
There was one honorable member to whose 
speech he listened with great pleasure, 
because he enunciated some principles which, 
in his opinion, were of a kind that would be 
the salvation of Queensland, ultimately. 
Certainly, he did not admire the beginning 
of that honorable member's speech, when he 
spoke of the resolutions as being only fit 
to be brought before a debating club. It 
might be true that the question embodied in 
the resolutions was an abstract one ; but if 
it were confirmed by the House, it would 
result in legislation that would be of the 
utmost benefit to the country. But, further, 
he maintained that when it was intended to 
ask the House to deal practically with 
momentous matters, to which little or no 
attention had been previously given by the 
House, it was only right and proper to bring 
forward such resolutions in the first place, in 
order to test the feeling of the House, and see 
whether it would be worth while, for the 
present, to ask the House to proceed further 
in the matter. He thought that, instead of 
the honorable member saying it was a loss of 
time to discuss the resolutions, he should 
have said that the House was under a debt 
of gratitude to the honorable member for the 
Kennedy for bringing them forward. It 
was also, he considered, a great mistake on 
the part of the honorable member to say 
that a great deal of the time of the House 
was occupied in the discussion of northern 
grievances. Now, when he assured honor
able members that he had only once before 
addressed the House on northern grievances, 
and that in bringing forward the resolutions 
it was only the second time the honorable 
member for the Kennecly had addressed the 
House on the subject, he did not think it 
could reasonably be maintained that that was 
taking up a great deal of the time of the 
House in the discussion of northern griev
ances. He could not remember all the matters 
relating to the southern districts that had 
been brought before the House in the same 
time. There had been discussions on peti
tions about publicans' licenses, discussions 
about bridges over creeks he had never heard 
of before, and about cemeteries, and many 
other matters concerning the southern dis
tricts, and not a word of complaint was 
uttered about the time occupied with them; 
but the time required to deal with any mat
ters connected with the north was spoken of 
as wasted. However, the northern members 
would take care to remove that opinion, should 
the resolutions be confirmed, as they would 
take c11re to bring iu. ~ Bill to givil effect 

to the principles contained in the resolu
tions. Romething was said by the honor
able member for 'Vest M ore ton to the 
effect that it was not right to attack 
any one member of the House; because, 
however powerful he might be in the Govern
ment, he was only a single man, and co-uld 
only exert the influence of a single man. 
Now, though he was not himself going to 
attack the honorable member for Ipswich, he 
must utterly dissent from the principle laid 
clown by the honorable member for 'V est 
Moreton. He considered that everything of 
the past that concerned the colony for good 
or for evil-every act of every Government 
that had ruled Queensland-was a fair subject 
of discussion in that House. If they neglected 
to draw lessons from the failures of previous 
Governments, the present Government might 
go wrong in the same direction. He never 
would consent to allow past mistakes to go 
unchallenged ; and he would take every 
opportunity that presented itself of calling 
on the House to look to the past, to be 
guided by the lessons of experience it taught, 
and to take warning by any mistakes the 
House, or the gentleman who had led the 
House, had committed, so as to avoid falling 
into like mistakes again. He considered it 
was one of the first duties of the House to 
remember, that one man hacllecl the House 
to commit errors, and that the House mil;iht ; 
be led into committing errors again by takmg 
the word of one man. Honorable members, 
therefore, had a right to attack any man for 
leading the House into error; and so, while 
he would refrain, on the present occasion, 
from attacking an honorable member who 
was not present, he would maintain that it 
was the right and duty of every honorable 
member to refer to mistakes that had been 
eommitted in the past. There was another 
matter the honorable member for West 
Moreton touched upon-and the honorable 
member seemed to think that his remarks 
hit rather hard, too, when he referred to the 
redistribution of seats question. He was one 
of those who opposed the motion of the honor
able member for Drayton and Toowoomba on 
that subject. But the honorable member for 
West Moreton, Mr. O'Sullivan, said he was 
surprised to hear the honorable member for 
the Kennedy say he was favorably disposed 
towards such a measure, as he rather 
expected to find in him an opponent to it. 
He had reasons himself for not voting for the 
motion, which he believed would be satisfac
tory to the House and to the constituency 
he had the honor to represent in the House 
if he were to state them. The honorable 
member who brought forward the motion 
stated that there were excellent data on which 
to introduce a redistribution of seats Bill 
into the House ; and he actually brought 
forward the old electoral rolls as the basis for 
a redistribution of seats. Now, he would 
ask, did the honorable member suppose that 
any one settled in the :uorth, o:r any o:ue 
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settled in the west, or in new pastoral or com
mercial places, would accept the electoral roll 
last made out as a basis for the redistribu
tion of seats? He was not sure but a third 
of the people of Brisbane, and a thirci of the 
people of Ipswich, and one-half of the people 
of Drayton and Toowoom.ba, had left those 
towns since the old electoral rolls were made 
up, and had gone to the tow·ns and the gold 
fields in the north. Therefore, he could not 
consent to the old electoral rolls being taken 
as the basis of a measure for a redistribution 
of seats. The basis that ought to be taken, 
was· either the amount of revenue derived 
through the customs or the population, as 
declared by a new census ; or both together, 
which would be better still. Therefore, when 
the honorable member for vV est Moreton 
thought he was hitting so hard, he could 
only say thair he felt his defence was particu
larly easy. There had been a good deal said 
in the course of the discussion, upon the fact 
that no complaints had been made by the 
honorable members for the western districts; 
and that the whole question about grievances 
seemed to be between the north and the south. 
Now, that was a thing that did not much 
astonish him. 'l'ill now the south had been 
in the l1abit of ruling the colony, and in the 
north there had sprung up a feeling of oppo
sition to that. But if any one supposed that 
the honorable member for the Kennedy 
wanted to introduce a Bill founded on the 
resolutions, for the benefit of the Kennedy, 
or Rockhampton, or Burketown, or any other 
place in the north only, he was very much 
mistaken. Any one who knew what a Bill 
was, must know that the proposed measure 
must refer to the whole colony-to the south 
and west as well as the north. Any general 
:Bill that was introduced must refer to the 
whole colony. The principles of the Bill 
would apply to every district in the colony, 
and every district would, under it, equally 
obtain the management of its own affairs, 
and would be protected from being taxed for 
improvements in other districts-for improve
ments in which it had not the slightest 
interest, and from which it would not 
receive the smallest benefit. It had been 
rightly stated by an honorable member, that 
if the northern members had formerly been 
true to themselves, the llailway Loan Bill 
would never have been passed. He believed 
the honorable member was quite correct in 
saying that. But while he admitted that 
much, he did not mean to cast a slur upon 
the northern members at not being true to 
their interests. '!.'heir doing as they did, he 
supposed, arose from their not being far
sighted enough. It was only given to one in 
a thousand to be far-sighted enough to see 
the consequences of such measures ; and he 
blamed those only who, when they saw what 
the railway system was to lead to, did not 
take steps to check it at once ; but he did 
not blame those who were first led into 
assisting in the :railway schemes that were 

projected by the Government. There was 
one honorable member in the House-the 
honorable member for the Eastern Downs
who at first made a grand stand against the 
railway system, and had he continued in the 
same course, he would have deserved the 
thanks of the whole colony. He defended 
manfully the rights of those who were his 
constituents at that time-the electors of 
Port Curtis. That honorable member, as he 
was able to judge by reading his speeches, 
for he was not himself a member of the 
House at the time, did all in his power 
to prevent the railway expenditure, but 
he succumbed at last; and he was afraid 
that log-rolling principles got the better of 
him also. At the first he did h1s duty as a 
man, and for the way he did it, he now took 
that opportunity of thanking him ; and had 
the honorable member continued in the same 
line, it would have been his duty, as well as 
a pleasure to him, to have thanked him on the 
present occasion more heartily than he did. 
But he felt he could not much blame the 
former northern members, for thev were led 
away by grand and eloquent speeches about 
the future of Queensland, the great resources 
of the colony, its brilliant prospects, and the 
ease with which a few millions could be paid 
off by the sale of the waste lands. Though 
he repudiated the idea that the north had 
had more than its share, he eould not 
as he had said, very much blame the men who 
gave their support to the railway policy of 
the day, for they were led away by grand 
promises as to the future. The honorable 
member at the head of the Government had 
said that if separation took plaee, Rock
hampton would be made the capital of the 
new colony, and would no doubt pursue the 
same course towards the rest of the colony 
that Brisbane was charged with having 
taken since Queensland was separated from 
New South Wales. '!.'hat, from its being the 
seat of Government and of the courts of 
justice ; from its being the place of residence 
of a large number of Government officers ; 
from the presence during several months of 
the year of the members of Parliament, 
it would, from such causes and others, eome 
to possess such an influence that it would 
over-rule the more thinly peopled parts of 
the colony, and appropriate to itself a large 
share of the resources of the colony for local 
improvements. Now, he eould assure the 
honorable member that such a thing was not 
likely to happen. After the example afforded 
by Sydney and Brisbane, he did not think 
the people in the north would be likely to 
fall into such a mistake. :But, more than 
that, in the separation scheme drawn up at 
Rockhampton, the inhabitants distinctly 
agreed not to request that Rockhampton 
should be the capital of the new colony, but 
that some out of the way place, where no 
extraneous or local .influences could be 
brought to bear upon legislation, should be 
made the caJ?ital, Should the House decide 
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not to grant provincial councils, and ~hould 
separation be the result, he would, though 
he would benefit probably by liockhampton 
being the capital, do all in his power to 
prevent its being made the capital, and to 
have some out of the way plare made the 
capital-some place that ·would not be able 
to coerce the rest of the colony by its large 
population, but which would be more likely 
to be coerced by the outlying districts. The 
honorable gentleman also referred to the fact 
that the northern members supported the 
southern railways ; but that was an argument 
that was not of the slightest moment. The 
south wanted a railway, and the north 
supported it. IV ell, all that the northern 
members said now about that was-let the 
south pay for the railway in the south, and the 
people in the north would pay for the railway 
from Rockhampton to vV estwood, although 
it was almost valueless as an improvement. 
They would not ask the people in the 
Kennedy District to pay for it, nor the 
people about Moreton Bay to pay for it. 
The railway had been thrust upon the 
district, and if provincial councils were 
granted the people would take the burden of 
paying for it. It was all rubbish to speak 
about honorable members for the north 
voting for the railways, as if that amounted 
to anything. It had been said that the 
whole of Queensland was pledged for the 
debts of New South vV ales; but it was well 
known that that was only a fiction. 

The CoLoNIAL TREAsURER : It is liable. 
Mr. ArwRER : It was very well known 

that the colony was in a sense liable; but 
let any one eome and try to enforce the 
elaim and the value of the liability would 
soon be seen. Not one man supposed that a 
single acre of land in Queensland would be 
sold to pay for the railways in New South 
Vf ales ; and was it to be supposed that the 
northern colony, if separation took place, 
would pay for the southern railways ? The 
north whollv denied their liability for the 
debts of the south, and all they asked was 
that the money obtained by the sale of lands, 
or as rent of lands, should be spent for the 
improvement of the lands in the district. 
The honorable member at the head of the 
Government also referred to the whole of 
New Zealand having to contribute to the 
cost of the war. He said that all the pro
vinces in the colony had to contribute 
towards the payment of the war debt. Now 
did the honorable gentleman think that any 
one in the House was so utterly ignorant of 
the first principles of government as to 
suppose that a war debt, which was incurred. 
for the safety of the whole country, was not 
properly a general burden to be borne by the 
whole of the people? Did the honorable 
member for the Kennedy say it was not ? No. 
That honorable member in his speech, the 
other night, pointed out that the people inN ew 
Zealand were heavily taxed, but that it 
was mostly in consequence of the cost of the 

war, which had to be borne by the whole 
colony. Yet the honorable gentleman at the 
head of the Government b'rought that for
ward as an argument why the whole colony of 
Queensland should pay for the railways in 
the south. I<'or his own part, he must say 
that he could not see any relation between 
the two cases to justify the application of the 
argument. The honorable gentleman, in the 
course of his observations, also remarked that 
the Burnett District ·was not sufficiently 
represented. VI ell, the district had two 
members for itself; and the honorable 
member for Mayborongh might be set down 
as a third; and, therefore, if the district was 
not }Jroperly represented, it was the fault of 
the members themselves, or of the consti
tuency, and not the fault of the svstem of 
representation. The honorable meinber for 
the Eastern Downs had spoken.in a way that 
had supported the northern members very 
much. Although at one time he had some 
idea of attacking the first part of his speech, 
he afterwards felt wholly unarmed by the 
exceedingly kind way in which the horror
able member subsequently spoke upon the 
motion. He saw in the honorable member 
not an enemy, but one whose mind was so 
acute as to perceive little difficuHies; and so 
he could not find in his mind to say a word 
against him, but, on the contrary, he had to 
thank the honorable member for the kind 
way in which he had dealt with the motion: 
and when the result of the motion, in the 
shape of a Bill, came before the House, he 
knew of no one who, more than the horror
able member for the Eastern Downs, would 
give a thorough support to it. It had been 
said that the provincial councils had already 
been granted, and had proved inefi'ectual, 
because the people did not take an interest 
in them, and meet to transact their own 
affairs. Now, he thought that that ground 
of objection was very easily explained. He 
had heard of the Provincial Councils Act, 
which was passed in September, 186-t, and if 
he were to reacl it through, honorable mem
bers would see why the people cast it aside. 
But he would not impose such an infliction 
upon honorable members, and would merely 
state the reason why the Bill was useless. 
In the first place, it was no more a Pro
vincial Councils Bill-in the sense that a 
Provincial Councils Bill was wanted for the 
north, the south, and every other district of 
the colony-than, he was about to say, he 
was the Premier of the Ministry. But it 
was altogether unlike what was wanted. 
The Bill, in fact, provided for everything 
but what was wanted. vVhat was wanted 
was a Bill giving power to the councils to 
deal with the local land revenue for the 
improvement of the districts from which that 
revenue was derived ; but the Bill in exis
tence gave the councils power only over 
everything that was of the most paltry 
character. And, could it be expected that 
any set of gentlemen would have anything to 
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do with a measure of the kind? It was a 
Bill that did not extend self-government 
in the smallest measure. He could men
tion instances of self-government that had 
eminently proved beneficial. There was the 
very town he came from, Rockhampton. 
'l'he inhabitants of that town every year 
elected a mayor and aldermen who were 
qualified to sit and vote in that House as the 
representatives of any district. If that was 
the case, did honorable gentlemen suppose 
that the people would be less careful in the 
election of members of a provincial council? 
To quote the failure of the Provincial Coun
cils Bill of 1864 as an argument why there 
should not be another Bill passed, was no 
argument at all, for the existing Bill was of 
no use as a Provincial Councils Bill. If the 
House would only for a moment consider the 
condition of the country towns, they could 
not hesitate to pass a Provincial Councils 
Bill. The country municipalities had not 
rushed into debt as Brisbane had done, but 
had gone gradually and steadily forward in. 
the work of improvement. That fact was 
itself enough to shew that tl1e people were 
able to exercise the powers that might be 
given to them under a Pro1incial Councils 
Bill, in a way that would be both beneficial 
and satisfactory. If the present discussion 
should prepare the House to receive a mea
sure of the kind that would be introduced, 
should the motion be carried, the time of the 
House would be far from having been wasted. 

Dr. CHALLINOR said that a very high 
authority had remarked that brevity was 
the soul of wit. It was equally true that 
conciseness gave terseness and vigor to the 
terms of a resolution. 'lhere could not be 
a doubt, that, with the exception of the first 
and last of the resolutions, the verbiage of 
the others would admit of a great prui1ing 
clown, and after that had been clone, two or 
three of them might be rolled into one, on 
the general principle that the greater con
tained the less. :Besides thah, some of the 
resolutions only set forth truisms w hi eh 
honora ble members must be assumed to 
be acquainted with, and 1'i"hich, therefore, 
were not necessary to be made ·records of 
the House. The resolutions assumed not 
only that the southern members vi-ere 
bigoted, but that they were so ignorant of 
the first principles of constitutional govern
ment as to be unworthy of a seat in that 
House. vVhatever might he the intentions of 
the honorable members advancing the reso
lutions, he must say, that if the opening 
remarks of the honorable mover did not con
tain a threat, they contained something very 
like one, for the honorable member stated 
what would be the result if the House 
refused to acknowledge the resolutions. The 
honorable mover had exhibited very bad 
taste-exceedingly bad taste-in doing so, 
because most persons would be inclined to 
interpret such remarks as a sort of threat. 
The honorable member for Rockhampton 

had taken some exception to the remarks 
that were made by the honorable member 
for :East Moreton, becausE' he spoke of the 
resolutions as setting forth an abstract ques
tion, and that somewhat illogically. 'fhe 
honorable member for Rockhampton did 
not deny that the resolutions contained 
t'lbstract questions, and he must admit that it 
was only right that every abstract question 
should be brought forward in a correct logical 
form. Now, the first resolution said that 
the inhabitants of every part of Queensland 
were fully entitled to claim and enj0y equal 
political rights and advantages, and if that 
applied to a district, it must apply to every 
inhabitant in that district-and he had yet 
to learn that women were not inhabitants, 
and that children were not inhabitants ; and 
he had yet to learn that the aborigines were 
not inhabitants ; and, what was still more, he 
had to learn that the aborigines were not 
.Briiish subjects. He maintained that the 
aborigines were British subjects, and that 
they had as great a claim as any one else in 
the colony to political rights and privileges. 
The only legal objection or disability under 
which they labored was that their evidence 
was not received, for if an aboriginal pos
sessed the qualifications required by the 
:Electoral Act he could not be refused a 
vote. And yet, while their evidence was not 
received, honorable members were advocates 
for putting weapons of destruction into their 
hands. Besides, the honorable member stated 
that there was no absolute necessity that the 
northern portions of the colony should 
agitate for separation. All that they asked 
for at the hands of the south was fair and 
equal justice. Well, he went further than 
that-if there was no necessity for separation, 
there was no necessity for provincial coun
cils. For the honorable member for Kennedy 
had said something to this effect-that honest 
administration was better than mere adequate 
r!lpresentation. He really thought that if the 
late Government had been thoroughly honest 
and just in their administration there would 
have been no occasion for the great com
plaints brought against them by the north 
and other parts. One of the resolutions 
might be perfectly eorrect as an abstract 
question, but it could not be carried out 
in its details, because if it >vere right 
that the revenue received in a particular 
district should be expended in that district, 
it was also right that the whole of the 
revenue collected in a particular town should 
be spent in that town ; the same argument 
would apply to each street and each house, 
and, to carry it still further, it was also 
right that every person should have a per
sonal benefit in that expenditure in propor
tion to the sum which he contributed to the 
revenue. That was all correct enough in 
theory, but impossible to put into practice. 
Then he had understood the honorable mem
ber to say that the majority had no right to 
tax the minority, but this was certainly 
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constitutional. ·Well, honorable members 
had also been told that the reason why the 
roll for Clcrmont was in its present defective 
state was that the people in that district had 
forgotten all about it. That would shew that 
they took very little interest in political 
transactions. The honorable member for 
Kennedy had also stated that under the 
Imperial Government all local improvements 
were paid for by taxation upon local pro
perties. Now, he must deny the truth of 
that statement-utterly deny it. He might 
be mistaken, but he thought he was right in 
stating that the drainage of London was not 
solely a local charge upon the metropolis, but 
that it was in part a charge upon the general 
revenue. But, whether it were so or not, it 
was well known that certain concessions had 
been made with regard to telegraph com
panies, and that in some instances the 
Government had agreed to give a certain 
per centage upon a certain outlay, which 
was not for the direct benefit of the whole 
community. He would ask, on the same 
argument and principle which the horror
able member for Kennedy had put for
ward, what direct advantage did the poor 
man gain from the outlay on electric tele
graphs ? He admitted that he derived 
an indirect benefit from it, because no 
country could prosper without every indi
vidual being benefited; but he maintained 
that that totally upset the argument of the 
honorable member, that the poor man 
should not be taxed for public improve
ments. The idea was absurd. The horror
able member had also referred to Victoria 
as, as it were, a province, merely because 
of its extent. But, for the same reason, 
Great Britain might be called a province, 
and not a kingdom, because it was much 
smaller than some of its dependencies. The 
honorable member had admitted that the 
expense of some of the large public works in 
Melbourne had been borne by the whole 
colony, and yet they were not, in the sense 
he had spoken of, public works for the general 
benefit, except indirectly. He would refer 
again to the lighting rates at home and the 
county rates. They were local charges, and 
not charges upon the general revenue; but 
they bore unequally on the inhabitants. 
He recollected living in a place where the 
lighting rate was a charge upon all the 
inhabitants, and the county people objected 
to it, because they derived no direct benefit 
from it. So with county rates ; many 
persons paid them who were not directly 
benefited by them. He maintained that the 
revenue from the sale of Crown lands was not 
a species of tax. He looked upon it as trust 
money; and it was the duty of a Government 
to carry out the purposes for which that fund 
was entrusted to them ; and that was, to 
provide, as far as possible, for the general 
benefit of the whole community, and for each 
particular district, as far as it could be 
applied. But in colonies, and thinly popu-

latecl colonies especially, the Government 
were compelled to do many things which 
would be perfectly inadmissible in Great 
Britain. The honorable member, for instance, 
had not attempted to deny the right of the 
Government to make a railway; and had 
affirmed that the district in which it was 
made should pay for it out of its own 
resources. But, in Great Britain, railways 
were left to private companies, which could 
not be clone in a colony. 

An HoNORABLE MEMBER : Why not? 
Dr. CHALLINOR : Because, in that case, 

they would be left undone. Now, not only did 
the Imperial Government recognise the right 
of Colonial Governments to make railways 
out of the public funds, but Great Britain had 
positively become responsible for a railway 
in Oanacla-that was to say, responsible for 
the payment of the interest upon it. It was 
a railway for the benefit of the whole colony. 

An HoNORABLE ME~IBER : It was con
structed for military purposes. 

Dr. CnALLINOR: .Not purely for the con
veyance of troops, though that might be one 
of its objects. It was intended for the com
mercial benefit of Canada, with the subsidiary 
object of aiding military movements. The 
honorable member for Kennecly had also 
stated that he did not believe in land being 
given away in anticipation of a revenue to be 
derived from its improvement, and the con
sumption of dutiable goods. 

:Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: And the introduction of 
capital andlabor into the colony. 

Dr. CHALLINOR: He would next refer to 
the period in the history of Queensland 
before Separation. Honorable members 
were all aware that there was a great rush to 
Can0ona at one time, and that, whilst the 
finding of gold was very successful for a time, 
the rush was beyond the capabilities of the 
place, and the consequence was that the 
people were actually starving. Now, would 
honorable members say that the New South 
vV ales Government were in that case to be 
guided by the receipt of customs duties in 
the place, and permit the people to starve 
rather than allow them to be a burden on the 
general resources of the colony? Yet the 
application must hold as good in one case as 
in the other. The honorable member for 
Eastern Downs had endeavorecl to excuse 
himself for having joinecl:a coalition ministry 
on the ground of the necessity of the case. 
Now he (Dr. Challinor) had never admitted 
that as an excuse for a coalition ministry ; 
because he affirmed, unhesitatingly, that if 
honorable members had made the same con
cessions for the public good on the floor of 
the House as private members, they would 
have effected as much good as by joining a 
ministry and sacrificing their principles. It 
had been argued that the funds would be 
better applied under local management. He 
doubted that. They had seen the working of 
municipalities, and he knew that in most 
cases it was easy to tell where an alderman 
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lived. And though, by provincial councils, 
the revenue derived in a district might be 
secured to that district, he doubted whether 
the local satisfaction was greater. 'With 
regard to his own town, he might say that 
although, even long before Separation, large 
sums of money were raised from the sale of 
land, very little in the shape of improvements 
had been done. Re had been surprised to 
hear the honorable member for Kennedy 
make so much of the poor man being called 
upon to contribute towards the public works 
of the colony. It was a rule of the House 
not to impute motives, but it looked very 
much as if the honorable member had intended 
that remark to sway the public mind. The 
chief objections to provincial councils appeared 
to him that they would not be sufficiently 
responsible for the expenditure entrusted to 
theni, and that the country was not ripe 
enough for the election of the members. He 
had no doubt, too, that the power they would 
be able to exercise would be abused. The 
honorable member for Rockhampton had 
remarked that "the burnt child dreads the 
fire." Now that had often influenced his 
votes before. Re had never treated the 
requirements of the north with contempt; 
because he had a very lively sense of the 
injustice which Moreton Bay had received at 
the hands of New South vV ales, and he had 
therefore always been anxious to concede to 
the northern districts their fair and just 
rights, and he could safely point to his votes 
in that Rouse in proof that he had always 
supported the just claims of the north. It 
must also be remembered that the great 
growth of the northern districts had 
taken place since the passing of the Addi
tional Members Bill, which he believed 
was in 1864. That must be taken into con-
sideration in connection with the redistri
bution of seats. In point of fact, the 
north had grown out of their elothes ; 
and, while he was quite prepared to pro
vide them with another suit, he did not 
think it ought to be made too large-but 
large enough to allow them fair scope 
and room to grow in. - He would not at 
present enter into the question of classifi
cation of lands. The honorable member for 
Rockhampton had stated that questions were 
brought before the House which they did not 
care to enter into, such as logging creeks and 
building bridges. But he would ask the hon
Ol'able member what were the particular 
duties of provincial councils but logging 
creeks and building bridges ; and, therefore, 
he thought it was the duty of the honorable 
member to pay attention to the votes which 
were asked for those works. That honorable 
member had also endeavored to get out of a 
dilemma in which he had been placed with 
regard to the redistribution of seats ; he was 
not opposed to them, only as far as regarded 
the time and manner of establishing them. 
Now, one of the loudest complaints of the 
honorable member, when he came down from 

Rockhampton, was that no allusion was made 
to that town in the Opening Speech ; and 
because no reference was made to the wants 
of Rockhampton, he felt bound at once to 
take his seat on the Opposition benches. Re 
had then endeavored to get out of the dilemma 
by stating that he objected to the' proposition 
of the honorable member who brought forward 
a motion on the subject, to take the electoral 
roll as a basis of representation. Did any 
honorable member hear such a lame excuse? 
'The motion recommended that the Govern
ment should bring in a Bill, and if the 
Government had stated their intention of 
taking the electoral roll as a basis, there 
might have been some fortJe in the objection. 
But the fact that a private member had 
merely talked about what he thought 
should be the principles of such a Bill 
was no ground for the honorable member to 
object to a Bill being brought in by the 
Government. The honorable member then 

- complained that members had voted sums of 
money beyond their means, and had blamed 
the Government for bringing forward mea
sures involving such expenditure, because the 
Rouse was influenced by their statements, 
and had further stated that not one person in 
a thousand conld foresee the result. But if 
that were the ease, he thought some portion 
of the blame might be taken off honorable 
members and off the late Colonial Secretary. 
He did not stand up to defend the late Gov
ernment, because he believe'd that greater 
administrative integrity would have saved 
the country from very many evils from which 
it now suffered, and prevented many of the 
complaints which had been preferred by 
northern members ; though he, for one, must 
say that he thought some of those honorable 
members, in viewing their grievances, had 
looked through the telescope in the ordi
nary way, and had exaggerated their com
plaints, >~"hile they had used the instru
ment reversely in reviewing their own 
share in the matter. He felt confident 
that if the same measure of justice were 
accorded to the Clarence and Richmond 
Districts by the New South Wales Govern
ment, as had been given to the north 
by us, they would have been very grateful. 
Re thought the proposition of the honorable 
member for West Moreton, J\fr. O'Sullivan, 
was a good one, that there should also be a 
line of division from east to west. Re believed 
less money had been spent in the west 
than in the north, and that the expendi
ture on Port Denison had been greatly 
in excess of its elaims upon the revenue. 
It ~ms known that there were local jea
lousies even in the north, and there 
could be no doubt that there were certain 
ports in northern Queensland, who, if they 
had power, would abuse it to their own 
interests. The honorable member had also 
spoken of the municipality of Rockhampton, 
but he would ask the honorable member if 
that town represented the whole of northern 



312 Application qf [ASSEMBLY.] Taxation and Expenditure. 

Queensland ?-or whether he would stand 
sponsor for all the municipalities in the 
northern districts? He had no further 
remarks to offer on the resolutions before the 
House. Some of them, he thought, were 
correct in the abstract, though he did not 
think them logically correct as stated. But, 
while admitting them to be correct in sub
stance, he should find a difficulty in voting 
for them as abstract questions, because he did 
not think thry were broucrht before the 
House in the proper form for "'such questions. 
He was quite sure the House would be 
prompt to do justice t0 the north, and he 
could not see that the resolutions could be 
carried out practically without leading the 
House into an absurdity. For, as he had 
shewn, to carry out the principle they em
bodied, it would be necessary to spend 
before every man's door the money which he 
contributed towards improvements. He 
considered, therefore, that the resolutions. 
were not capable of being reduced to practice, 
and he hoped the House would not come to a 
division upon them, as the object of the 
honorable member who had brought them 
forward had probably been obtained by the 
debate which had taken place. 

Jlrfr. 'V ALSH said he must take that oppor
tunity, in the name of the north, to say that 
he was not aware that the honorablc member 
who had just sat down had eYer accorded 
any justice to the north. He could not call 
to mind one instance in which that honor
able member had seconded his endeavors to 
obtain a recognition of the claims of the 
northern districts. The honorable member, 
as he could prove by referring to the records 
of the House, had always denied that there 
was anything to rectify, anything to con
cede, anything to grant. He should 
he glad if he could recollect any instance 
in which the honorable member had 
benefited that portion of the colony by 
his vote. He felt it his duty to take up a 
little of the time of the House, although the 
debate was a l'rotracted one, because he 
looked upon the motion as a necessary one, 
in connection with the past proceedings of 
the House. It would be remembered that 
he had been very active in the agitation for 
separation ; but he had then foreseen and 
prophesied the state of things which had since 
come to pass-that although separation might 
he just, yet, as far as the north was con
Cerned, the step would be, for a time at least, 
out of the frying pan into the fire. That 
was his feeling at the time, and he was glad 
to hear the honorable member for Eastern 
Downs admit that one of the early efforts he 
had made in that House was to advocate a 
general rennion of the interests of the 
colonists at large, and by that means to 
prevent the local government and local 
exuenditure which he so clearly foresaw. 'The 
ho~orable member had said he had foreseen 
that all the money of the country would be 
spent upon railways, and the north would 

be left in the lurch. He (Mr. W alsh) had 
never expected that such a mad railway 
scheme would be carried out ; hut he had 
foreseen that the capital, being in such an 
unsuitable place, no effort, no expense would 
be spared to keep it in that part of the colony. 
Almost as soon as he had taken his seat in 
the House, he had denounced that policy, 
and had introduced a motion on the subject 
of the claims of the central and northern 
districts. He had then endeaYored to shew 

1 what the north was like, what its capital 
was, what were its resources and capabilities, 
and how it had suffered from its connection 
with the capital of the colony. He was 
sorry to say there was a great deal of truth 
in what had been said by the honorable 
member for Eastern Downs, that it was the 
northern members who deserted the north 
on that occasion ; but he felt it his duty to 
state his opinion that, hostile as the south 
had been, it was more from the weakness and 
foolishness of its members that the north had 
suffered, than from any direct opposition to 
its claims from the southern portion of 
the colony. They might, by forming 
themselves into a compnct body, have 
compelled the Government in power to 
recognise those claims; but it was the 
fatal influence which the polished heacl. of 
the then Government exercised over northern 
members, which seduced them from their 
allegiance to their constituents, and not only' 
ruined the chances of the north, but the real 
destinies of the colony. He was convinced 
that if the same concessions had been made 
to the north in 1860 as were now made, 
Queensland would not have hac1 its present 
impoverished population ; she would have 
had a hundred thousand inhabitants, and 
would have been, as she was destined to be, 
the fairest and most prosperous colony in the 
southern ocean. The real mistake made Vias to 
place the capital at the extreme end of the 

1 colony. It was that which had led to such 
pernicio11s legislation. He had felt it due to 
himself to refer to his former efforts on behalf 
of the north, and to point out that it was only 
during the present· session that northern 
members had been true to themselves, or that 
there had been any real desire on the part of 
southern members to recognise that important 
portion of the colony as worthy of their 
attention and legislation. He was proud of 
the north as represented that evening. He 
thought the speech of the honorablc member 
who had moved the resolutions one of the 
best he had listened to for some time, and he 
felt that the character of the House was 
considerably enhanced by the talent and the 
labor which they had bestowed upon the 
question they had brought forward. He was 
sorry that he could not vote for the re<olu
tions as they stood. As far as they went he 
heartily agreed with them, hut he thought 
that in their present form it would be im
possible to give effect to them ; and, if they 
were carried, it would be impossible for the 
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Government to go on with their proclaimed 
financial policy, and their Land Bill would ' 
have to be altered. The fifth resolution pro
posed that the revenue derived from the sale ' 
of Crovm lands should he a local revenue, 
and that, of course, would interfere with the 
Land Bill introduced by the Government, 
in which it was proposed that the proceeds of 
land ~ales should go into the general revenue. 
He did not state his conviction with any 
idea of frustrating the good intentionB of the 
honorable member for Kennedy, but for the 
purpose of shewing that he was determined, 
as an humble individual, that the Govern
ment should be compelled to adhere to and 
follow closely the resolutions of the House. 
It had been the practice, hitherto, of Govern
ments to pay little attention to them. If 
the House passed the resolutions, and then 
allowed the Government to put the revenue 
from land into the general revenue, they 
would stultify themselves. He was parti
cularly pleased when the honorable member 
for Itockhampton castigated one of the horror
able members for East .Thioreton, Mr. Francis. 
The flippant way in which the last-named 
honorable member rose and endeavored to 
turn the important questions involved in the 
resolutions into ridieule was unbecoming to 
the House, as well as to his own position as a 
new member, with a very great deal of light. 
He (Mr. vValsh) was sorry the honorable 
member was not present, as it was his duty 
to be ; but that was no reason why he should 
not say what he thcught of his conduct. It 
was the practice of that honorable member 
to get up and invariP"bly lecture the House, 
having seemingly constituted himself an 
oracle on what were the duties of honorable 
members. Having read the resolutions, he 
was surprised how any honorablo member, 
especially one who attempted to school the 
House, eould interpret any portion of them 
as alluding to the aboriginal blacks. But he 
was not surprised, considering the subject 
under consideration, that he now had to 
address "dummies "-that so many benches 
were vacant-on the Opposition side. 
Honorable members who had sat in 
the House two or three sessions knew 
that such was invariably the case when
ever northern questions were introduced. 
He would inform those indefatiguable mem
bers who now represented the north that 
they might look for the same whenever they 
claimed justice-the opposite benches would 
be deserted; or, if not, the statements of 
northern members would be met by derisive 
and insulting sounds. He had never intro
duced a northern subject, without having 
been laughed at, or jeered at, or abused. 
The first session he sat in the House, he 
was insulted. Two sessions ago, when he 
rose to attempt to deal with the very question 
now before them, he was met by the rudest, 
the most uncouth usage. 

.Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: 'fhe northern members 
were against you ! 

w 

Mr. W ALSH: They were under the tutelage 
of an honorable member now happily left 
the colony-beguiled by him-deceived by 
promises made to them-as they afterwards 
told him (Mr. ·w alsh)'. One of the horror
able members, 1fr. Fit:r.simmons, was very 
near, now. Before the session was over they 
had confessed how they had been taken in by 
that wily gentleman to whom he referred. 

Mr. MILES called attention to the state of 
the House. 

There not being a quorum, the bell was 
rung, and thereupon several honorable mem
bers re-entered the House, and formed a 
quorum. 

Mr. \Y ALSH continued: In support of what 
he had stated, as to the treatment of northern 
questions and northern members by the 
House, he would quote from " Hansard." 
On the 28th June, 1865, when he was addres
sing the House on the " Claims of the 
.Central and Northern Districts," the Speaker 
rose and said :-

" I must really call the attention of honorable 
members to the loud conversation which is being 
carried on in the House, and which renders it 
impossible for me to hear a word of what the 
honorable member is saying ; and I must request 
lwnorable members, if they have occasion to con
verse with each other, to do so in a whisper, in 
accordance with the practice of Parliament. I 
will take the opportunity of reading the rule which 
is laid down upon this point." 
And the Speaker read the rule. Had not 
the obstruction been very great, the Speaker 
would not have felt it his duty to administer 
such a long and severe castigation to honor
able members. It had pained him (Mr. 
W alsh) that the excellent speech of the 
honorable member for Rockharnpton, and the 
unusually able speech of the honorable and 
gallant member for Ipswich, Dr. Challinor, 
should have been received, as they had been 
by the House, with not half a dozen members 
present. Had they been discussing how to 
log the Leg of Mutton W aterhole, or some 
such matter, they would have received more 
attention, perhaps. On the occasion just 
referred to, he addressed the Speaker, after 
the House had been called to order, in these 
words:-

" I am not at all surprised, sir, that a motion 
of this kind should be met by such proceedings as 
you have very properly taken notice of. Too long 
have the northern districts of this colony been 
treated with this indifference." 
The debate, this evening, was one of the 
best he ever heard in the Legislative 
Assembly; but he never heard one, the con
sequences of which were likely to be so 
great, listened to so listlessly, and with such 
empty benches. The northern members 
would take notice of that. In reference to 
certain remarks of the honorable member 
for Ipswich, Dr. Challinor, about Groat 
Britain taking such a great interest 
in the Main Trunk Railway of Canada, 
he (Mr, W alsh) wished to point out 
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that that work was supported by the Impe
rial Government in a strategic point of view, 
to protect the British territory from a near 
and jealous neighbor. The Queensland rail
ways could have no si'lnilar application; they 
were not for the benefit of the whole colony, 
but purely for local interests. The northern 
railway was given for the benefit of the south, 
and it should be called the southern railway. 
In the bargain that was made, it was the sop 
offered--

Dr. CHALLINOR: And taken. 
Mr. WALsH: It was the sop offered and 

forced on the north for support for the south 
-it could not have been refused. The 
expense of the northern railway should be 
charged to the south ; because, while it was 
of no benefit to the north, it had done a 
good deal of injury, for it enabled honorable 
members to say that the north had been 
bribed, and actually joined with the south. 
The north was any day ready to wash its 
hands of the whole affair. The construction 
of all the railways was a political crime, and 
an immense disgrace to the colony. Before 
he sat down, he must say that the facts and 
fi()'ures given by the honorable member for 
Kennedy deserved particular consideration. 
He believed they fell very far short of the 
actual facts existing ; the population was 
underrated; the revenue and resources were 
understated ; all, so as to be on the safe side, 
and to prevent misconstruction. Certainly, 
the honorable member's figures did not agree 
with his figures ; and he thought the injus
tice that had been done to the north was 
much greater than had been stated by the 
mover of the resolutions. He hoped that 
the House, in reviewing the question, would 
believe that the honorable member had in no 
way enlarged the facts, and that he had been 
guided by the very best intentions in stating 
his case as fairly for the south as for the 
north. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said he was sorry, 
at so late ~period of the evening, to find him
self necess1tated to address the House on the 
resolutions. He did not intend to go into 
the argument of the general principles 
involved in the series as proposed, but he 
felt that, in justice to himself as a member 
of the Government, and as a member of the 
House, he should address himself to wh:tt 
was set forth in the fifth resolution. It 
would ill become him, having the opinions he 
held with reference to the principle therein 
enunciated, quietly to sit by, and by a vote 
one way or other, mislead the House. His 
impression, at the present moment, was that 
the fifth resolution had been somewhat 
hastily worded. He could not conceive that 
the honorable member who had moved the 
resolutions, or any other member who had 
supported them, :Qad considered the grave 
question which that particular one involved. 
If the House affirmed the fifth resolution, 
it appeared to him that it would over-ride the 
47th section of the Constitution Act. It 

might not have been intended so to do, 
because he observed that the resolution was 
peculiarly worded:-

" That as money paid for rents, or purchase of 
waste hnds, is in reality a form of land tax that 
occupiers or owners pay to· supply funds for open
ing up the country by roads, bridges, railways, or 
other local improvements, as well as providing 
labor by immigration for working such lands, 
without imposing taxes for these purposes on 
those who have no right to bear them,-this House 
declares that land revenue should be classed as 
local revenue, to be expended for local improve
ments and immigration within those districts of 
the colony that produce it." 

When the public debt was paid off, then, 
perhaps, the land revenue should be disposed 
of as local revenue. But, certainly, at the 
present time, he (the Attorney-General) 
could not agree that the revenue derived 
from Crown lands should be classed as local 
revenue. He found that the 47th section of 
the Constitution Act ran as follows :-

"All taxes imposts rates and duties and all terri
torial casual and other revenues of the Crown· 
(including royalties) from whatever source arising 
within this colony and over which the present 
or future Legislature has or may have power of 
appropriation shall form one consolidated revenue 
fand to be appropriated for the public service of 
this colony in the manner and subject to the 
charges hereinafter mentioned.'' 

Those charges were specified in some subse
quent clauses of the Constitution Act ; and 
there was one which provided specially that 
the consolidated revenue was to be charged 
with the payment of debentures previously 
issued and of interest payable on the same ; 
in other words, that the payment of both 
principal and interest of outstanding deben
tures must be provided for out of the con
solidated revenue. The position of Queens
land was this :-A very heavy loan had been 
effected· for public purposes; debentures had 
been issued to secure the public creditor for 
moneys advanced by him; the consolidated 
revenue of the colony was charged with the 
payment of the debentures and of the interest 
accruing on them. Although this was the 
case, it was well known, and had always 
been considered by the public creditor, that 
the land revenue was the primary fund 
looked to for taking up the debentures and 
paying the interest. Therefore, it appeared 
to him (the Attorney-General) that the pro
ceeds derivable from the sale of Crown lands, 
the rents and assessments which flowed into 
the Treasury, formed a portion of the con
solidated revenue fund which absolutely 
represented the primary security of the 
public creditor. He maintained that that 
portion of the consolidated revenue fund 
was territorial revenue, and could not 
be classed as local revenue, until the colony 
was in such a position, and the pubhc 
creditor was in such a position, as they were 
not in at the present time ;-when that happy 
period came, he should be happy to record his 
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vote that the territorial revenue should be 
classed as locDl revenue. In offering this 
opinion, he begged to sr,y that it was his own 
-that he did not ·wish to influence lwnorable 
members in de.din;s with the resolutions. If 
the Go,·crmnent nccordrJ their support to the 
resolutions as a ·whole, he hoped it "-ouldnot 
be taken as if th<'y had passed over such an 
important resolution as the fifth, or that by 
their vote they admitted what he could not 
admit. He spoke to guard the Government, 
and him,,elf in particular, against being sup
posed to have assented to a principle 1vhich 
tlley could not assent to. It mi;;ht be, how· 
ever, when the honorable member for the 
Kennccly rl"plicd, that he would show that 
the intention of the fi!'th resolution was mis
understood by him (the Attorney-General); 
but he, and other honorable members who had 
spoken on the resolutions, would pardon him 
for drawing attention to it. There 1ms a 
great de ell in the resolutions ; and the matter 
of them had been very ably treated by more 
experienced hands than his. He would not 
go into the general question, and, indeed, he 
would not ha\'e addressed the Honse at all, 
had it not been from a stern sense of duty 
which compelled him to inform honorable 
members on the one point to which he had 
spoken. 

J\fr. FITZGERALD, in reply, said he con
curred in all that had fallen from the hon
orable and lettrnecl Attorney-General. It 
was neYer his intention-he ne,·er dreamt of 
such a thing-to remove the lane! revenue 
out of the control of the Parliament of the 
colony, Ol' to render it irresponsible of the 
public debt of the colony. In order to 
prcYcnt ambiguity, he would ask leave to 
insert in the flfth paragraph, between the 
words "that" and "land," in the eighth line, 
the following \vords :-".As soon as circum
stances, in the wisdom of this House, will 
admit "-which would remove objection, and 
the clause \Youlcl merely declare the general 
principle. He would not oceup) the time of the 
House at such a late hour with many remarks, 
except to notice one obserYatinn which the 
honorable member for Eastern Downs had 
made with regard to the collection of the 
money whieh was now derived from rents of 
Crown lands. £1,10,000 of that ought, in the 
first instance, to be taken a\Yav for the man
agement of Crown lands and survey, and 
also for public \Yorks that were required, as 
in the .l<;stimates of this year. Iu refer
ence to the Canada raihnty, the British 
Government lnd onlv entered into that 
work to guarantee the interest on the 
amount which it was likely to cost; at the 
same time the British Go1'ernment had nor
feet faith in the colony being able to pay~ the 
expenses. In the same way, if the t~ueens
land Government saw fit b become 
guarantee for the construction of railways 
throughout the colony-which was half as 
large again as Canada-if the Parliament 
thought flt to guarantee any particular rail-

way, they had a perfect right to do so. 
Again, in the United States of America, the 
only local works in which the general 
Go1·ernmcnt interfered were those important 
for the defence of the States, which would bo 
railways between the centre and the extremi
ties of the J1,epublic. \Vith those exceptions, 
neither the .British Government nor the 
United StatPR Government had interfered 
with public works. \Vith reference to what 
hacl fallen from the honorable member for 
\Vest :\Ioreton, JUr. O'Sullivan, as to grant
ing land to immigrants, if he (1\Ir. :Fitz
g<'rald) had not addressed himself clearly to 
the question in his opening speech, he had 
so often before addressed the public upon it, 
that no one would think it likely Le had 
clwngcd his views. The people who came to 
the colony at their O\\"n expense were entitled 
to a grant of land free. Bllt those in the 
colony or coming from the neighboring 
colonies should pny a fair priee for the land, 
to provide for public woYks to open the 
country, which should be done at their 
expense. 

There being no objection to the proposed 
amendment of the fifth resolution, it was 
amended accordingly, and the resolutions 
were put and passed. 




