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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Thursday, 26 September, 1867. 

Unauthorised Expcnditure.-The Railway Material Con­
tracts.-Land Orders issued to ImmigTants.-11he 
Kennedy E.lection.-The Prussian ConsuL-Diseases 
in Sheep Act. 

UNAUTHORISED EXPENDITURE. 
Mr. vVALSH moved the adjournment of the 

House. He did so at the risk of being 
tedious, and taking up the time of the House, 
in order to call attention to the unauthorised 
way in which the public money was expended. 
He thought it would be as well if such a 
state of things were permitted, as he should 
be able to shew, to adjourn, and to adjourn 
altogether ; for it appeared to him that as 
members of Parliament, and guardians of the 
public purse, they were of no more use than 
the inhabitants of Timbuctoo. Honorable 
members would allow him to refer to a 
return laid upon the table a day or two ago, 
in reply to a question which he had asked 
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in reference to certain expenditure upon 
certain works. By that document, he should 
be able to shew that sums of money had been 
expended without the least authority, of 
which the public had been literally robbed­
the expenditure of which, in his opinion, 
amounted to a high crime and misdemeanor, 
and he regretted that there was not some 
way of impeaching Ministers who thus 
shamefully squandered the people's money. 
He observed in the return an item of £786 
15s., for alterations, &c., to Colonial Store. 
Now, he had been unable to find, either in 
the constitution, or any of the Acts passed, 
that the Government of the colony had the 
slightest liberty to spend that sum of money, 
or even five pounds, without the authority of 
that House. But he did find that it was 
their duty, if they spent one sixpence without 
authority, to come clown to the House and 
ask for forgiveness. It was very probable 
that if they could have made out a good ease, 
the House might have granted the money, 
though it ;vas also possible that the House 
would not have considered the expenditure 
necessary in the present state of the country. 
He found also by the return, that Colonial 
Store vouchers were signed by M:r. 1'iffin. 
He was not quite up in details of that kind, 
but it appeared to him that they should have 
gone through the head of the department, 
and that they should been certified by the 
Auditor-General, which would not have been 
done unless an act of the House had autho­
rised the expenditure. Again, there was 
£1,583 3s. 3d., expenditure for fencing in Vic­
toria Park, charged to votes for enclosing 
ground, observatory, and other buildings. 
He believed there were not half-a-dozen 
members who knew where Victoria Park 
was; he doubted whether all the mem­
bers of the Government knew it. If so, he 
would ask whether it was right that any such 
sum should have been spent for such a useless 
purpose. He could tell honorable members 
where the park was-it was contiguous to 
JVIr. Herbert's residence, and there was no 
doubt that if that gentleman had not lived 
there, the park would not have been fenced, 
nor would the road, which led nowhere except 
past that gentleman's house, have been made 
so good as it was. It was a road.over which 
scarcely two persons travelled m a week. 
VV ell, not only was the park fenced in, but 
some one must he found to look after it, and 
he believed a Crown ranger, or some other 
extra official, had been appointed. And it 
was found next that a number of hard-work­
ing men, who had for years been making an 
honest living on that ground, which was 
peculiarly fitted for brickmaking, and fit for 
nothing else, had to he turned out, in order 
that nothing unpleasant might come between 
the wind and the dignity of the late Premier. 
The next item he found in the return was 
£1,146 Os. 9c1., for alterations and repairs to 
Government House. That also was not 
a,uthorised. He believed the House would 

have voted the money if the Government had 
asked for it, but it was certainly due to them 
to make the request. The sum, however, 
appeared very extravagant, and it was 
probably that very extravagance which 
prevented the Government from asking for 
it. It seemed to have been principally laid 
out in introducing gas and water into 
Government House. .No doubt they were 
very essential things, and he was quite satis­
fied that the people of this colony had no 
desire to act illiberally towards the Queen's 
Representative, but the very liberality which 
had already been shewn in that direction 
should have excited the gratitude of the Minis­
try, and another person, and induced them 
to come clown to the House, and ask Parlia­
ment to vote .the money. Then there was an 
item of £260 10s. lOd. for furniture to Govern­
ment House, charged to vote for furniture to 
public offices, which he ;vas quite sure was 
not authorised, though that also would no 
doubt have been granted. The House, he 
contended, should insist upon their right to 
be consulted upon all these matters, and 
when they found their orders had been dis­
obeyed, they ought to bring those who had 
disobeyed them to a reckoning. Among the 
items of furniture, which it appeared was 
purchased in anticipation of a visit from the 
late Prince de Concle, was a singular item­
£1 15s. for a brass candlestick. No doubt 
princes required superior furniture, but this 
appeared to him an exorbitant price for a 
candlestick. But, if they were called upon 
to pay £260 10s. lOd. for the bedroom furni­
ture of a French Prince, what would it cost 
the country to receive a genuine English 
Prince-alive one? The prospect was posi­
tively alarming. He was sorry that the 
honorable member for \Vestern Downs, M:r. 
Taylor, was not present to give his views and 
apprehensions on the subject. However, it 
was found that this expenditure was incurred 
by the express instructions of the Ministe­
rial head of the department. Well, there 
were items amounting in the aggregate to 
some £3,000 or £4,000, the expenditure of 
which had been entirely unauthorised; and 
these were only a few out of many. It 
mattered not what the amount was, the prin­
ciple was the same. Did the House intend 
to sanction the outrage upon them, which 
the return shewecl had been offered to them ? 
If so, he, for one, would not go through the 
farce of sitting there, and questioning the 
propriety of votes of one kind or the other. 
He had considered it his duty to call attention 
to these items, and he hoped honorable mem­
bers would feel that it was not beyond their 
duty to take the matter up in a more formal 
way. 

M:r. BELL said he had no doubt the 
address of the honorable member for :M:ary­
borough had placed other honorable mem­
bers in the same position in which he felt 
himself placed. It was not unusual for the 
honorable member to adopt the same course, 
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and to make a speech on a subject to which 
honorable members were precluded, for want 
of the usual notice, from replying to fairly and 
upon equal terms, The honorable member 
had declined to place a resolution on the 
notice paper, which would have been a fair 
course towards the gentlemen he had accused. 
Ho felt that he could not tax his memory 
sufficiently to give a categorical answer to the 
different charges the honorable member had 
advanced, the return from which that horror­
able member had quoted having but just 
been laid on the table of the House. 'rho 
subject under discussion was one with which 
the House was not fully acquainted, and he 
for one had not had an opportunity of seeing 
the details which had been referred to. With 
regard to the expenditure for the Victoria 
Park, he believed it had been voted by the 
House for a reserve; and not only was that 
reserve fenced in, but he believed a much 
langer reserve was fenced nearer to the town. 
He was, however, speaking only from 
memory, for it was not his intention to 
answer the honorable member who had 
brought the subject before the House in such 
a way that no opportunity of reply was 
afforded. 

Mr. GROOM said he did not at all agree 
with the honorable member for Jl.l[aryborough 
with regard to one item to which he had 
referred-the furniture for the bedroom 
prepared for the late Prince de Conde. He 
deprecated parsimony in such matters, and 
thought that any reasonable expense should 
have been incurred. He was not at all satis­
fied with the expenditure proposed for the 
reception of the l'rince Royal, which was not 
so large as the grant of a municipal council. 
As to the item for furniture, of which the 
honorable member for Maryborough com­
plained, he thought it was a very insignifi­
cant item, and that the honorable member 
was very small in calling attention to it when 
there were other matters of so much more 
importance to be considered when the Esti­
mates were discussed. 

Mr. ARCHER said the remarks of the hon­
orable member for Maryborough appeared 
to have been misinterpreted. The honorablo 
member had encleavored to show, not so 
much that the money had been improperly 
applied, as that it had been expended with­
out the authority of the House; and any 
honorable member who called the attention 
of the House to an irregularity of that kind, 
and evinced a desire to protect the House 
from any infringement of its authority, 
deserved praise rather than blame. 

Dr. CHALLINOR said that,a great deal had 
been said about principle; but under a res­
ponsible government ministers were entrusted 
with the expenditure of money without the 
authority of Parliament, though they must be 
prepared to give a good account of that expen­
diture when the House met. It was very pos­
sible that there was no opportunity of asking 
the House to vote the money expended for 

the late Prince de Conde, and of course the 
Government could not wait. He thought, 
hon·cver, that the House should be extremely 
careful that the Government did not expend 

' money without authority, unless under ;-ery 
, exceptional circumstances. He did not say 
! that because he had any great confidence in 

the way in which mone"y had been spent by 
the late Government, for he expected some 
strange revelations to take place. He did 
not mean to say that he expected to hear of 
any malappropriation, but he fully expected 

! to hear of sums expended in a way which he 
' was sure the House would not have consented 

to. In reference to the mode in which the 
honorable member for Jl,l[aryborough had 
brought the subject forward, he thought 
honorable members had been taken at a dis­
advantage, and he hoped the House would 
not encourage the practice adopted by the 
honorable member. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER said he found 
that a vote had been taken, and a sum 
placed on the Estimates, and passed in the 
House, for enclosing recreation grounds and 
laying out the observatory. The item of 
£1,583 3s. 3d. given in the return, from 
which the honorable member had quoted, 
was charged to " vote for enclosing ground, 
observatory, and other buildings." That 
meant, that part of the sum was taken from 
one vote and part from another. He men­
tioned this to caution honorable members, 
who had the remedy in their own hands. 
1'hey were in the habit of voting lump sums 
of money, and leaving the Executive to spend 
it as they chose. For instance, a vote for 
"furniture for public offices," gave the 
Executive power to spend the whole of the 
money in furniture for Government House. 
It was very easy for the Government of the 
day to give an approximate idea of the items 
for which it ·was required. He hacl always 
objected to the practice of voting money in a 
lump sum. 

Mr. FITZSUDIONS said the custom hacl 
been going on for a long time. It had 
generally been the practice to take money 
from one vote and apply it to some other 
purpose. (Cries of "Name.") Well, he 
~voulcl give the vVarwick Railway as an 
mstance. 

Mr. BELL : That was clone with the 
sanction of the House. 

Mr. FITZSDIMOMS : There was sufficient 
evidence to shew that it was high time to 
define to the present and to future Govern­
ments the relations in which they should 
stand with the Parliament. It was not 
right for any Government to expend money 
without a vote of the House ; ancl the 
money should also be expended for the 
purpose for which it was voted. He thought 
there had been a great dereliction of duty 
on the part of the House in not watching the 
Government and the Government. depart­
ments ; and, now that the error was dis­
covered, it should be remedied as soon as 
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possible. The honorable member for Mary­
borough had not brought the subject before 
the House at all too soon. 

Mr. O'SuLLIVAN said that when he had a 
seat in the House before, his reason for 
walkin" over from the JYiinistPrial ;;ide to the 
Opposition was, the expenditure of money by 
the Government without the authority of the 
House. The statement of one honorable 
member, that money had been taken from 
one vote and spent on another, appeared to 
have been questioned; but had not the 
honorable Treasurer shown, in reference to 
the Parliamentary Buildings Bill, and the 
Military Contribution Bill, that some 
thousands of pounds had been spent on 
works for which they were never voted. 
There were hundreds of instances, from 
Separation to the present time, in which 
money had been spent without the authority 
of Parliament. The Government had no 
right to spend any money whatever not 
voted by the House, except in cases of 
emergency. For example, if a ship were 
wrecked and the crew left in a position of 
danger, it might be necessary to take prompt 
steps to succour them, and the expense 
which that would incur would form an 
exceptional case and would be quite justifi­
able. It had been openly stated in the 
town, although he had no proof of it, that 
the sum of £786, mentioned in the return 
just quoted, for " alterations and repairs to 
colonial store," had never been expended at 
all ; that the few repairs, in the shape of 
shingling and galvanized iron, could have 
been done for £30 or £40. He did not 
think any of the money referred to should 
have been wasted on Government House. 
A great portion of the expenditure was for 
gas and water. Now, he had been told that 
there was no occasion to take water there, 
for there was one of the finest tanks in the 
colony there, which had cost a large sum of 
money and was sufficient for all purposes. 
And, although the item complained of was a 
very small one, it involnd a principle which 
should be asserted. He might also notice 
that the main· part of this unauthorised 
expenditure had been in the immediate 
vicinity of Brisbane-in building hospitals 
and making private roads to gentlemen's 
houses-while, in the district to which he 
belonged, it was difficult to go a mile out of 
the town without being up to the ankles in 
mud. 

Mr. CLARK said he must give the honorable 
member for Maryborough great credit for 
having brought the matter before the House. 
It was not a question of small sums but a 
question of expenditure not sanctioned by a 
vote of the House ; and the explana­
tion which had been afforded went 
to shew that none of the items mentioned in 
the return, furnished in reply to a question 
asked by the honorable member for Mary­
borough, had been authorised by the House. 
They had been expended by Executive, or in 

some cases without Executive, minute, or 
even any memorandum at all ; and he should 
be very glad to hear that explained by some 
member of the late Government. \Yith 
regard to the Victoria Park and the road 
which passed by it, he could testify to this 
fact, that the said road was an excellent one 
up to the very gate of Mr. Herbert's house, 
and there it stopped ; all the rest of the road 
was execrable. Any one could see that it had 
been made for the convenience of Mr. Herbert, 
and in order to improve his property ; an~l 
as the honorable member for West 1iorcton, 
Mr. O'Sullivan,. had obs~rved, all the money 
had been spent m the ne1ghborhood of Bris­
bane. As to unauthorised expenditure any­
where else, except railway expenditure, it was 
absurd to expect it. He had to thank the 
honorable member for Maryborough for 
bringing the subject before the House, and he 
had no doubt that further investigation would 
bring to light more proceedings of a similar 
nature. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said that, in refer­
ence to the item of £1,583 3s. 3d. for enclos­
ing the Victoria Park, he was perfectly clear 
that a minute of the Executive did not justify 
the expenditure of that money. In 1865 
there was a sum of £3,000 voted for repairs 
and incidentals to public buildings and mis­
cellaneous expenses, and £1,000 for enclosino­
and laying out recreation ground at th~ 
Observatory. \Yell, what did they find in 
the returns-£1,583 odd for fencing in the 
Victoria Park. Was any vote passed or asked 
for for that purpose P No; but the Govern­
ment of the day thought fit to enclose the 
park, and the money had to be forthcoming. 
The honorable member for vVest Moreton, 
Mr. Bell, knew very well how those things 
were managed. The park was to be fenced 
in, which was done, and the return shevved 
that it was charged to " votes for enclosing 
ground at Observatory, and otlte1• buildings." 
Now, he understood the Observatory referred 
to in that vote for 1865 to be the Observatory 
on Wickham Terrace, and he maintained that 
if £1,000 had been voted for that special pur­
pose, and only £500 required, the remain­
ing £500 should not have been spent at 
all. But there was not enough money 
from that vote to complete the sum wanted 
for the Victoria Park and where were the 
Government to obtain it. There was no vote 
for recreation grounds and parks, and they 
too~ it from the vote for "other buildings," 
whrch was clearly a misappropriation of 
money, becuuse, as he understood it, the vote 
for " other buildings" was passed only to 
cover the votes for public buildings authorised 
by the House where it was impossible to give 
an exact estimate of their cost, and was never 
intended to be applied to this purpose. He 
saw the honorable member for West Moreton, 
the honorable member for Eastern Downs, 
and the honorable member for South Brisbane 
laying their heads together, and he knew 
very well what they were going to say-that 
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he (the Attorney-General) was in the Cabinet 
at the time the misappropriation took place. 
Was it at all likely that if he had a guilty 
conscience he should place himself in the 
position of defendant in the case? That 
estimate was passed for 1865, and the 
expenditure was in 1866. He had been 
in the Cabinet for five years, and he must 
say he had been completely mystified during 
that time. But he was not mystified now, 
and honorable members of the late Govern­
ment could not strengthen their case by 
laying any share of the blame upon his 
shoulders. He maintained that the honorable 
member for Maryborough had done a great 
deal of good by calling the attention of the 
House to these facts; and, although there 
might not be auy vote of want of confidence 
brought against the late Government, honor­
able members must see that the action of the 
Executive had not been what it ought to be, 
and that it was time for the House to decide 
upon its own functions, and to come to some 
decision to prevent other Governments from 
falling into similar errors. 

I~fr. DorG LAS said he must also take 
exception to the way in which the honorable 
member for Maryborough had brought the 
matter before the House. \Vhy did he not 
at once move for a return of all unauthorised 
expenditure P What were the Supplementary 
Estimates but unathorised expenditure ? 
The fact was, that a large sum had been 
expended annually on loans, which were 
not controlled in the same 11·ay as to detail as 
the votes of the House; and, unfortunately, 
a bad precedent had been established at the 
outset on loan expenditure, which had been 
followed and amplified in the expenditure of 
the general revenue. In addition to that, a 
veryclarge population had been coming into 
the country ; and it had not been possible at 
all times for the Government to anticipate 
the wants of that population which they had 
frequently to provide for, without waiting 
for the authority of Parliament. The honor­
able and learned Attorney - General had 
informed the House that it would be impos­
sible to convict him of any share in this 
misappropriation. But the honorable gentle­
man was a member of Mr. Herbert's Govern­
ment for a number of years, and the policy 
of that gentleman was, when there was no 
doubt about obtaining the authority of the 
House, to adopt the principle of first spending 
the money and then asking the House to 
sanction their act. The result was, that 
Ministers generally had been led to believe 
that they had merely to decide upon expendi­
ture, and the House would support them, 
irrespective of any just claims for such outlay. 
Of course, a certain amount of discretionary 
power must be left to the Executive. He 
would first refer to the possibility of 20,000 
or 30,000 persons suddenly arriving in the 
colony and rushing off to the gold fields. 
The House might not be sitting, and the 
Executive might have to expend a considex-

able sum of money on emergency, without 
any authority for doing so. Even in the 
case of the Cape River diggings, he bad no 
doubt some unauthorised expenditure had 
taken place, but the House would doubtless 
support the Government in view of the 
necessity of the case. He desired chiefly to 
take exception to the manner in which the 
subject had been introduced into the House, 
and the way in which the honorable member 
for Maryborough had singled out particular 
items. There were a vast number of more 
important items which he might, with some 
benefit _to the country, have brought under 
the notJce of the House. For instance, the 
honorable member had referred to the gas 
and water laid on at Government House. 
Had not the same thing been done in the 
case of most of the public offices, as a neces­
sary expenditure, and without special 
authority P There were a number of other 
items of unauthorised expenditure which the 
honOTable member might, with equal justice, 
have referred to. Indeed, so frequently had 
the Governments of the day been taken to 
task for the same offence, that it had seemed 
almost necessary to immolate on the altar 
some Colonial Treasurer as an example to 
others, and to place the Ministry in their 
proper position. 

Mr. vV ALSH regretted exceedingly that his 
motion had been somewhat turned into ridi­
cule by those honorable members who should 
feel it much more acutely than he had reason 
to feel. . If they, instead of interrupting the 
proceedmgs with rude laughter, applied them­
selves diligently to find out from the records 
of the House that which might he found out, 
they would be doing their duty. The honor­
able member for \Vest J\Joreton, Thfr. Bell, 
complained that he had no time for an answer. 
Under the circumstances disclosed, no honest 
public man would require time. The damning 
return which he had quoted had been under 
the notice of honorable members for weeks; 
and when the honorable member for vVest 
JYioreton read it, he should· have blushed, as 
he (Mr. W alsh) had; he should have devoted 
every moment of his time to consider how to 
make amends for the misappropriation, the 
violation of trust, that the late Govern­
ment had been guilty of, instead of defying 
public opinion, and treating a subject of 
so much importance with levity. Could 
he (Mr. W alsh) wonder that the country 
had got into its present position, when 
that honorable member, in his official capa­
city, had had almost to go down on his 
knees to the hank managers, here, asking 
them to cash his cheques ?-when even the 
Savings Bank cheques were going about 
town clishonored, and the police were not 
paid, and people did not know where to get 
bread P He could quite understand, now, 
how it was that the affairs of the colony had 
got into the state they were in. He could 
understand how Queensland was saddled 
with a debt of nearly £300,000 a year. He 
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could understand that it was the result, 
partly, of unfortunate votes of this House; 
but, in a greater degree, the result of 
their entrusting their weighty concerns 
to the hands of such an incompetent 
member as he saw before him. In reference 
to what had been said by the honorable mem­
ber for Drayton and Toowoomba, he replied 
that he did not refer to quantity, but it was 
on principle he had brought forward the 
present question;, and prii~CiJ?le was ~s much 
at stake m the m1sappropnatwn of £o as of 
£5,000. The Government had not admitted 
to the House, by supplementary estimates, 
or in any other way, the items of expenditure 
that he had mentioned ; but they · had 
falsified the accounts in order that they 
should not be shewn. It was owing to that 
useful but ponderous publication, the Statisti­
cal Re,qister, that he first ~ouncl out the 
expenditure. He took exceptiOn to another 
remark, by the honorable member for East­
ern Downs, who had said that it was his 
business to have found out other items. It 
was not, he thought, the business of that 
honorable member to tell him what was his 
business: it ~>as his (Mr. W alsh's) business 
to do his business as he thought fit, without 
that honorable member's interference or 
direction. If he moved for a return of a 
single shilling misappropriated, . tlu;t was 
enough. If the House had to wmt till they 
could find out all, they would never know­
for there were many misapprO}Triations 
hidden in the womb of time that ~>oulcl 
never come to light. He regretted, for the 
safety and honor of this country, that those 
honorable members who were the loudest on 
the platform, those guardians of the public 
welfare-a position they arrogated to them­
selves-vYho could declaim so fearlessly out 
of doors, did not come forward now. They 
seemed perfectly enslaved-bound down by 
n chain they could not remove-they were 
so silent. vVhere wore the gentlemen who 
a few months ago wore howling at the 
squatters for not allowing the Go­
vernment to go on P IVhere, now, were 
those gentlemen who had attended nightly 
mcetin()'s in Brisbane and around it, when 
they h~d an opportunity of keeping the 
promises they had made to the people ? 
'l'hey walked out of the House, as last night; 
or kept silence, as this afternoon ;-rather 
than offend a set of men, who were the 
greatest enemies of this country, yet who 
they fondly hoped would be again in power. 
If at any of those meetings which had been 
held in Brisbane, and where those gentle­
men were so popular, an honest man had 
attended-a man who gave his vote fear­
lessly, and who spoke independently-he 
would have been hounded clown; he would 
have been in clanger of life or limbs. Having 
clone what he considered was his duty, he 
begged to withdraw the motion. 

l\IIotion, by leave, withdrawn. 
~ 

THE RAILWAY MATERIAL CONTRACTS. 
Mr. DoUGLAS moved the adjournment of 

the House, not, like the honorable member 
who had last made this motion, for the 
purpose of bringing an indictment against 
the past Government, but for the purpose 
of getting some information from honorable 
gentlemen opposite upon matters of very 
considerable interest, and of much moment 
to the country at large. No other mode than 
this was open to him for bringing ur:der the 
notice of the House a paper, whwh was 
circulated amongst hono~·able members t~is 
morning-one lately prmted, and oonta:n­
in()' "Further Correspondence on Defective 
Phut and Railway Material, Queensland 
Railways." Ho was much. interested in 
this subject, and had some little knowle~ge 
of it · and he would be as happy to giVe 
any information that he acquired during 
the short time he was in office, as he 
would be to receive further information. 
Ho thought he was justified in calling 
attention to the subject, for, during yester­
day, the honorable gentleman at the head of 
the Government, in his statement, adverted 
to the un:mtisfactory condition in which 
the railway plant was now arriving in the 
country. He was aware that the plan~ late~y 
sent out by Sir Charles Fox had arnvecl m 
a very unsatisfactory state, but not of the 
extent of the damage to the plant-nor of the 
frightfully unsatisfactory natur~ of the 
business matters conducted by Sn· Charles 
Fox-until he had perused the papers which 
had been laid on the table by the honor­
able the :Rfinister for Works. It was well 
known that Sir Charles Fox was paid a 
very high rate of commis.siou for discharging 
his duties connected vnth the Queensland 
Government. It had been affirmed that this 
was not too high, as it was necessary to 
secure a thorough supervision by a .well: 
qualified encrineer to ensure the fmthfut 
performance "'of the contracts for material in 
England. The Government, in conceding 
those duties to Sir Charles Fox, had clone so 
as dealing with a person to be trusted. But 
the supervision of the plant lately sent out 
had been most unsatisfactory and inefficient, 
as would appear from the papers before tho 
House. The present Engineer-in-Chief, Mr. 
Plews, in a late report, especially referred to 
the lattice-girder bridges which had been 
erected on the Main Range, and in these 
terms:-

" Besides this, through some shameful neglect­
I cannot term it otherwise-no vertical transverse 
cliagonttl bracing between th? girders, and no h~ri­
zontal transverse bracing or tiCs between the tensiOn 
booms of the girders, have been designed, or have 
been sent out from home. These braces are neces· 
sary, even when the bridges are quite straight and 
the strains equal, to give lateral stiffness ; but when 
bridges are on a curve, as they are on the Main 
Range, these braces are doubly, nay, absolutely, 
necessary. In consequence of these braces and, 
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strutts being wanting, every train which passes 
ovN.' these bridges causes cross and unequal 
strains upon the girders, which, unless prevented 
in time, will inevitably cause the girders to give 
way, and that without much warning." 
That he referred to, as parb of the subject in 
which Sir Charles Fox was concerned. He 
would next draw attention to a further 
paragraph in l\1:r. Plews' report :-

" 'l.'he first four locomotives, the carriages and 
waggons, and the bulk of the machine tools, rails 
and fastenings, and other materials sent out by Sir 
Charles Fox and Son, for the Southern and 
"\Vestcrn Rail·way, and the carriages and ·waggons, 
and the machine tools, rl1ils, n,nd fastenings, and 
the bulk of the other materials sent out by them 
for the Great Northern Hailway, have been 
carefully designed, are fair in quality, and give 
evidence of some supervision chuing manufacture ; 
latterly, however-I may say for the last year-I 
have had reason to complain of the quality of, and 
ofthe bad workmanship in, the locomotives, rails, 
tools and materials sent out for the Great 
Northern Railway, and the Locomotive Superin­
tendent of the Southern and W estcrn Railway 
has, since my appointment as Engineer-in-Chief, 
reported to me that the locomotives, tools, steam­
crane, &c., &c., which have lately arrived for that 
line, are bad in their design, and shamefully rough 
and careless in the workmanship, costing 
therefore, in erecting and fitting here, much more 
than they should do." 
He did not wish to detain honorable members 
in referring to further correspondence of 
Messrs. Jetter and Plews, which shewed the 
most shameful negligence on the part of Sir 
Charles Fox-he had been aware of it, from 
a good deal of the machinery arriving rough 
and rusty. It had been found, on further 
examination, not only to have been carelessly 
shipped, but never to haye been put together 
in England, and consequently had never been 
tested. Though Sir Charles Fox was paid a 
handsome commission for seeing the engines 
properly tested, he had never seen it done, 
but had allowed defectiYe material to be 
shipped, for which the Government had to 
pay a handsome and full price. He had dis­
charged his duties in a disgraceful manner. 
l\1r. Bullen, the locomotive superintendent at 
l1ockhampton, made the following statement 
in his report on the machinery-tools and 
machinery sent out for the Great Northern 
llailway:-

" In the three locomotive engines that have 
come under my supervision-l'I'Iessrs. Neilson and 
Co., Glasgow, makers, numbered 1212, 1214, and 
1215-I found the weigh-bar shafts and brackets, 
rocking shafts and brackets, eyes in links, pins, 
&c., all soft. And though stated in the tracings 
to be 'case hardened,' they were not so. 'Ihe nuts 
in cylinder, steam chest, and donee covers, glands, 
&c.-in all about 320-of no particular size, they 
had to be swagcd down and re-tapped to fit their 
respective standard spanners, Bolts, nuts, and 
studs for firebox clothing omitted. Bolts for 
spectacle brackets for one engine omitted. Se>eral 
stays in firebox, and rivets in bottom ring of two 
engines leaked badly. 'l.'he tanks in the tenders 

leaking; red lead and putty found to have been 
extensively used inside, in stopping the leaks. 
The left-hand driving whcel_of engine No. 1215 
full one-eighth of o,n inch larger diameter than the 
right. 'Ihe cause of No. 1213, used by the con­
tractors, running off the line so often, I found 
arose from a difference of three-ei§(hths of an inch 
in diameter of the trailing wheels." 
That, of course, proved that the engines had 
not been tested. Mr. Plews, in writing to 
Sir Charles Fox, on the 16th September, 
said:-

" I regret exceedingly that my first communica­
tion to you, regarding the locomotives, tools, &c., 
httely sent out by you for this line, should be one 
finding fault, not only with the design and quality 
of the articles supplied, but with the supervision 
given by you to their manufacture. ~'he reports 
sent in to me by the locomotive superintendent, 
copies of which I herewith provide you, as to the 
bad design and rough workmanship in the wheel 
lathe and steam crane, and the very bad and 
rough workmanship in the Fairlie's locomotives, 
by Cross and Company, leave me unfortunately no 
alternative. 'Ihe workmansllip in the three new 
locomotives, by Cross and Co., is a digrace to that 
firm, and reflects, I am sorry to say, little credit 
upon you or those you emproyecl to superintend 
the manufacture and the fitting together of these 
engines. It is quite evident to me that they 
(certainly the one we have just triecl in steam) 
have never been fitted together at Cross and Co.'s 
workshop before being packed, as specified.'' 

There was another portion of the letter w hi eh 
referred to the lattice-girder bridges. On 
this subject, he (Mr. Douglas) thought the 
House would deem it very advisable to find 
some other means of information. The 
honorable member for North Brisbane, JVIr. 
Pugh, was about to move that the late 
Engineer-in-Chief, Mr. Fitzgibbon, be called 
to the bar of the House, to be examined on 
those subjects on which it was possible he 
would be able to give information. At any 
rate, those were subjects on which the House 
should have more information. l\1:r. Plews 
went on to say-

" I cannot express too much surprise at your 
designing and sending out such bridge super­
stru ~tures, without proper transverse bracing to 
give lateral stiffness, particularly when you knew, 
as l'lfr. Fitzgibbon informs me, that the road 
would be carried ?n the top, ~;'d would be on a 
very sharp curve m each case. 
It ·\Yould be desirable to find out who 
instructed Sir Charles Fox in this matter, and 
who was really to blame. It was understood 
that Mr. :Fitzgibbon was bound to provide 
designs, under his contract, for all works con­
nected with the railway ;-so far he (Mr. 
Douglas) understood from reading the con­
tract. But he now found that Sir Charles Fox 
had su1Jplied, and charged for, the designs 
which J\1:r. Fitzgibbon ough~ to have sup­
plied. He had gone over a mass of papers 
in connection with this subject, but he con­
fessed he had not read all the correspon­
dence which had been laid on the table. 
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Although he had arrived at certain convic­
tions, this would be an inappropriate time to 
express them. He wished to ask, whether 
it was the intention of the Government to con­
tinue Sir Charles Fox as the agent in London 
for the supply of railway plant and material 
for the Queensland Government ? He might 
say that, shortly before he left office, he had 
to send an indent home, which, because of 
the unsatisfactory nature of Sir Charles Fox's 
work, he did not feel justified in sending to 
him. He should be glad to be assured by the 
honorable gentlemen at the head of the 
Works Department, that he did not contem­
plate employing Sir Charles Fox any further 
in the service of the Queensland Govern­
ment. It was quite possible that consider­
able indents would have to be sent home, as 
the railways were being completed; and it was 
desirable that the Government should adopt 
some other means of getting the best 
material from England. He offered the sug­
gestion, that rather than confide further 
transactions to Sir Charles Fox, they should 
employ one of their own artisans. There 
were several in the workshop at Ipswich, who 
knew, and were competent to judge, what was 
good and what bad material, and to over­
look the work, to decide when it was good, 
and to see it properly packed. Mr. Jetter, 
he was afraid, they could not spare ; but 
there were men in subordinate positions 
who could be trusted to protect the colony, 
at a moderate cost, from the practices of Sir 
Charles Fox. 'I'he correspondence closed 
with a letter from the Colonial Secretary and 
Secretary for Works, in which that gentle­
man informed Sir Charles Fox that 
" no tenders received from the following firms 
for railway material are in future to be enter· 
tained :-:M:essrs. Cross and Co., :M:essrs. Collier 
and Co., :M:essrs. N eilson and Co." 
That was very satisfactory. It seemed that 
those firms had supplied defective material ; 
they had treated the Queensland Government 
as some of the American contractors hacl 
treated their own Government. When they 
found this colony could pay well for work of 
the best quality-and it was at first excellent 
-they took advantage of it; but it was 
desirable to shew that the Government would 
not tolerate such procedure. From some 
correspondence between ]}fr. Herbert and 
the Colonial Treasurer, which had been laid 
on the table-though he hacl not hacl an 
opportunity of perusing it-he understood 
that a considerable sum of money was in 
hand, which Sir Charles Fox claimed as his 
clue. He was quite sure the House would 
support the Government in every way they 
might adopt against Sir Charles Fox's 
attempt to establish his claims. If they hacl 
the whiphancl of him, then he hoped horror­
able members would afford them every 
support, as he should, in trying to recoup 
their loss. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said it was at 
all times his duty to give to every honorable 

member all the information that he possibly 
could, on any subject connected with the 
office he held; and it was a great pleasure to 
him to give information to the honorable 
member who hacl just sat down. He would 
clo that honorable member the justice to say, 
that on his leaving office, nobody could 
possibly have treated his successor better 
than the honorable member had treated him 
(the Colonial Secretary). Uncalled for and 
unasked, the honorable member had proffered 
him every assistance, and all information in 
his power ; ancl, in clearly explaining every 
detail that could be useful to him in the 
office of Secretary for Works, the honorable 
member hacl offered to do, ancl clid do, every­
thing in his power-and, no doubt, he would 
do so again. In reply to the question put 

. by the honorable member, which was con­
nected with a subject that had been before 
the House for several clays, he might cite 
his last letter to Sir Charles Fox ancl Son, 
who were informed in it that tenders from 
any of those men who had been treating the 
Government so badly, lately, would not be 
entertained. He would, if it had been in 
his power, have sent more specific instruc­
tions, ancl have gone somewhat further, and 
withdrawn all the indents now in Sir Charles 
Fox's hands. But, on consulting with men 
conversant with the matter, they had informed 
him he could not clo so-that Sir Charles Fox 
would laugh at him-that he hacl received 
the indents, ancl no doubt ordered the goods, 
ancl would not give them up. But the 
Colonial Treasurer, on his representation, 
had written by the last mail, giving both the 
Union Bank ancl Mr. Herbert, the colonial 
agent, specific instructions to "clap a stopper" 
-to use a sailor's phrase-upon all balances 
coming to Sir Charles Fox, until these matters 
could be arranged. His honorable colleague 
hacl taken particular p~jns to acquaint them 
with the true position of things, ancl he (the 
Colonial Secretary) had every reason to hope 
that the instructions would be carried out. 
He was not in a /osition to say how much 
money there woul be coming to Sir Charles 
Fox by the time those instructions reached 
England; but whatever was clue to him would 
be stopped. In transmitting home any future 
indents, the Government might well look for 
some more trustworthy person than the 
gentleman who hacl been carrying out con­
tracts for them lately. As to Mr.Fitzgibbon's 
plans ancl correspondence with Sir Charles 
Fox, he was not able to give any information. 
He believed that, under his contract, Mr. 
Fitzgibbon was bound to lodge with the 
present Engineer-in-Chief copies of all cor­
respondence, maps, plans-in fact, copies of 
everything with which he hacl hacl anything 
to clo as Engineer-in-Chief for the Govern­
ment. He (the Colonial Secretary) regretted 
to say that, up to this time, Mr. Fitzgibbon 
hacl not done so ; there were a great many 
things still wanting. There was a balance of 
about £4,000 coming to Mr. Fitzgibbon, but 
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he had given instructions that not ono penny 
of it should be paid until all his plans and docu­
ments had been produced. When he obtained 
possession of those documents, he would place 
any information it was possible for him to 
give before the House. 

Mr. GRomr, as representing a constituency 
interested in the matter before the House, 
tendered his thanks to the honorable member 
for Eastern Downs for what he had done. 
In reading the report of Mr. Plews, it struck 
him as a remarkable and an extraordinary 
document; and he would draw the attention 
of the honorable the Minister for \V orks to 
the following statement that occurred in it; 
and, at the same time, if the statement was 
reliable, ask if the Government were justified 
in running the trains over the Main .Range ? 

" The iron girder bri.dge superstructures upon 
this section [Main Range] I must, however con­
demn as weak, and, in their present condition, 
dangerous." 
Were people's lives to be risked in traversing 
the railway four times a day, after such a 
report as that had been laid before the Gov­
ernment by their highest engineering officer? 
After that went before the public, half the 
passenger traffic would be withdrawn ; 
persons who were obliged to travel 
would decline to clo so by the railway. 
It had already gone forth that the guago was 
too narrow for the requirements of such a 
a country, and that, without the present 
report, had had the effect of causing many 
persons to decline to come clown the Jl.1ain 
.Range on the railway-many came clown to 
Holiclon by their own conveyances and took 
the train there. The House had a duty to 
perform-to prevent human life from being 
unnecessarily sacrificed. It might be said 
that he spoke rather feelingly on this subject, 
seeing that he came down every Tuesday, and 
returned every Friday ; and he must confess 
that he had some little hesitation in travelling 
after perusing a report which set forth that 
the line over the Main .Range was positively 
dangerous-and the statement quoted was 
further confirmed in the report. On }Jrevious 
occasions, he (Mr. Groom) had expressed 
a very decided opinion that the House 
never were supplied, as they ought to have 
been, with information as to the expendi­
ture on the railway works. There were 
many honorable members who had joined 
him in asking for information; but they 
were always pooh-pooh'cl, and told that 
they were impertinent for inquiring into 
details. He was happy to say, for them­
selves, that they were justified. If infor­
mation had been as freely given last session, 
as it was now, certainly there would not have 
been such a document as the one he had 
cited, to go before the public. The Engineer­
in-Chief further stated, that whenever an 
accident should unfortunately occur, it would 
be "without much warning." It might 
occur to-clay or to-morrow, and from defec­
tive construction. .Rather than incur such a 

risk as was shadowed forth, it might be better 
to do what the honorablo member for West 
Jl.1oreton, Mr. O'Sullivan, had two or three 
times suggested. He should like to know 
from the .Minister for \Vorks, whose state­
ment would carry weight with the public, 
that the state of things was not so bad as the 
report represented. If it was, it was then 
honorahle member's duty to stop the traffic 
on the line. He hoped, however, that the 
honorable member would give the House the 
assurance that the Engineer-in-Chief would 
take the proper remedies against danger to 
traffic on the line. 

J';Ir. O'SuLLIVAN asserted that there was 
not a bridge or a culvert on the line that 
would not be falling time after time. Before 
the first section was finished, part of it had 
given way. Ho believed that, from the very 
beginning, the railway was the most gigantic 
swindle that ever occurred in any colony ; 
and extravagant as it might appear, he was 
confident that the sooner it was pulled up by 
the root the better. 

Jl,fr. Pumr said he was very glad to have 
heard the statement of the honorable the 
JYiinister for \Vorks as to the course pursued 
by the Government with respcd to Sir 
Charles Fox. In addition to what had been 
quoted by the honorablc member for Eastern 
Downs, he begged to point out in the report 
on defective plant and material, a paragraph 
which struck him when he was reading it. 
1Ir. J etter, the locomotive superintendent, 
in calling attention to machinery supplied, 
observed-

" I never saw worse work in the course of my 
experience, or more worthy of the scrap·heap." 
That meant, that all the work sent to the 
colony for some time past was just fit to be 
sold as old iron. He hoped the House would 
agree ·with the motion he had tabled, to give 
them an opportunity of examining the late 
Engineer-in-Chief. In committee of the 
whole, considerable latitude would be allowed, 
and the matter might be discussed in a 
general way ; and, he trusted, the information 
obtained would be satisfactory. The 
honorable member for West J\foreton, JYir. 
O'Sullivan, told him, sotto voce, that they 
would not get much out of the btc Engineer­
in-Chief. He (Mr. Pugh) knew that Mr. 
Fitzgibbon was a very cleYer man-too clever, 
in some particulars, for the Queensland 
Government-but he had no doubt that, with 
the aid of the documents on the table and the 
knowledge gained by honorable members 
themselves, they would get something useful 
from him : if useful for nothing else, at all 
events useful in preventing the abominable 
waste of money on plant and material that 
had gone on so long. He could not go so far 
as the honorable member for Drayton and 
Toowoomba, in regarding the line as 
dangerous, except in the event of the heavy 
engines being run on it. The very fact of the 
bridges having to be strengthened for the 
heavy engines showed the defectiveness of the 
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railway; but those engines wore not to be 
used until the alterations recommended wore 
carried out. He trusted that the Minister 
for VV orks would, before the session was 
over, send home instructions that Sir Charles 
Fox should be no longer employed by this 
colony in any manner whatsoever. 

1\'l:r. GRoo~r, in explanation, stated that J\1:r. 
Plews did not speak of any engines in the 
portion of the report that he had quoted, 
abo~t the iron-girder bridges in .No. 5 
sechon. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said he trusted 
that the honorable member for North Bris­
bane would pardon him for calling attention 
to the fact, that if Mr. Fitzgibbon came to 
the bar of the House to be examined, in 
committee of the whole, the honorable mem­
ber himself would be in the chair. Exami­
nations of witnesses at the bar were difficult 
at all times; and it would be very beneficial 
to the House that the mover in the matter 
should be in a position to conduct the exami­
nation, or, at all events, to afford honorable 
members an insight as to the direction in 
which he wished to lead it. The lwnorable 
member had forgotten his position-perhaps 
owing to its newness-and that it would pre­
clude him from taking part in the examina­
tion. 

Mr. Pumr said the House had first to 
decide that the examination should take 
place, and, on the motion, he could explain 
his object in making it. No doubt many 
honorable members would have questions to 
ask, without the Chairman taking part in the 
examination. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY, in explanation, 
and in answer to the honorable member for 
Drayton and Toowoomba, who had fears for 
his personal safety, said that no doubt Mr. 
Plews considered the bridge works as dan­
gerous; but if honorable members took pains 
to read the report, they would find that '>V hen 
Mr. Plcws was writing his report he had 
the new engines in view ; and in a previous 
letter to Sir Charles Fox, he did state that 
he would not allow the large engines to go 
on the line until the bridges were 
strengthened. Further, the Engineer-in-Chief 
stated-

"Means are now being taken to equalise the 
strain throughout the superstructure as much as 
possible by vertical and horizontal diagonal 
bracing." 

He (the Colonial Secretary) might state to the 
House that that bracing had been going on 
for the last seven or eight weeks. Men had 
been constantly at work during that time, and 
were now. It had been found that the work­
ing engineers of the department had not suf­
ficient time to attend to the work, and nine 
or ten clays since, he authorised by Executive 
minute the employment of more mon and 
the expenditure of £800, to strengthen 
the bridges ; and the engineers on the line 
were taking particular pains with them. The 
bridges were continually watched by the 

resident engineers, and the slightest strain 
would be noted. He, for one, had no appre­
hension about travelling on the line. 

Mr. SA)IDE)IA;'< had a suggestion to offer. 
He was of opinion that a select committee 
afforded the be::~t means of obtaining infor­
mation, and that one ought to have been 
appointed some time ago. A select com­
mittee, now, would be able to take evidence 
and present a report to the House. vVith 
that before them, honorable members would 
be better able to conduct an investigation 
with the late Engineer-in-Chief at the bar. 

The motion for adjournment was, by 
leave, withdrawn. 

LAND ORDERS TO IMMIGRANTS. 
Mr. O'SuLLIVAN moved, pursuant to 

amended notice-
1. 'Ihat, in the opinion of this House, all the 

immigrants who arrived in the colony under the 
Crown Lands Act of 1860, and paid the full 
amount of their passage money, should receive the 
usual transferable land orders, which, on account 
of their being forty years of age and upwards, on 
embarkittion, they have been hitherto cleprivecl of, 
under the regulations of 1st of January, 1861. 

2. That all immigrants who arrived in the 
colony under the same Act, and paid the full 
amount of their passage money as steerage pas­
sengers, should receive the £12 non-transferable 
land order which they were deprived of by clause 
one ofthe regulations of 1863 ; and, further, that 
all immigrants who paid the full amount of their 
passoge money should receive the land order 
which they hm-e been deprived of on account of 
their being thirty-five years and upwards, under 
the regulations of 1863. 
Ho had, with the consentofthe House, amended 
the motion, by substituting the words "thirty­
five" for "fortv," in the last line of the 
second resolutioi;_, He could safely say that 
the alteration in these resolutions, if passed, 
would not cost the country one penny. He 
had placed the motion on the paper in conse­
quence of the complaints of several poor 
people, who had been deprived of their £18 
and £30 land orders, simply because they 
were forty years of age when they arrived in 
this colony. The Alienation of Crown Lands 
Act of 18GO stated, in its twentieth clause,-

" It shall be lawful for the Governor with the 
ad vi co of the Executive Council to issue to any 
adult immigrant who shall have· come direct from 
Europe to the colony of Queenland but not at the 
expense of the said colony or to the person who 
shall have paid for the pasBage of such immigrant 
a land order for the amount of eighteen pounds an cl 
after such immigrant shall have resided not less 
than two years continuously within the said 
colony and if not previously a British subject 
slmll have been 1mturalized then to issue to such 
immigrant a further land order for the amount of 
twelve pounds provided that two children over 
the age of four and under the age of fom·teen 
respectively shall be reckoned as one statute adult 
under this act." 
There was also a short proviso added, to the 
following effect :-

" Provided also that every such immigrant 
shall have complied with and shall be of the claei 
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comprised within the immigration regulations for 
the time being in force in the said colony." 
It was upon the latter proviso in that clause 
that the regulations were framed, and he 
believed it had been held by every lawyer in 
the country, without exception, that these 
regulations were illegal. 'l'he twenty- third 
clause of the same Act stated-

" It shall be lawful for the Governor with the 
aclvice aforesaid from time to time to make or 
alter in accordance with the provisions of this Act 
such regulations as may be necessary to give effect 
to the same and all such regulations shall be pub­
lishecl in the Government Gazette ancl when so 
published shall have the force of law ancl a copy 
of the same shall be bid before Parliament within 
fourteen clays after the publication thereof or if 
the Parliament be not then sitting within fourteen 
clays after its next meeting for- the despatch of 
business.'' 

Now, as he had said, all the lawyers agreed 
that the regulations were not in accordance 
with the Act, which provided that every 
immigrant should receive a land ordei'. It 
was impossible for them to know anything of 
the regulations at home. 'l'hey came out 
under the impression that they were to 
receive land orders to the amount of £30, 
and on their arrival they. were told they 
could not get them, because they were over 
forty years of age. But there were other 
regulations made on the 16th November, 
1863, under the same clause, and those regu­
lations altogether deprived the immigrants 
of the £12 land orders they should have 
had under the twentieth clause of the 
Act, which clause had never been repealed ; 
and it was for these £12 land orders that 
he now applied for in the second part of 
the resolution. It was believed that these 
persons who came out in 1863 had been 
unfairly treated, for those who came before 
them, as well as those who came after 
them, received £30 land orders. They 
came to the colony in the same way as the 
others, and were quite as useful a class 
of people. Yet they only received £18 
il). land orders, and they could not see 
the justice of depriving them of that which 
had been guaranteed to them by Act of Par­
liament. These regulations were passed in 
November, 1863, and in 1864 the new Act 

·came into force, which, he believed, abolished 
all the regulations, and a £30 land order was 
given to every immigrant who landed in the 
colony. And, as if to acknowledge on the 
part of the Government that the previous 
regulations were illegal, as far as the age of 
the immigrant was concerned, no age at all 
was specified in the Act of 1864, so that any 
immigrant of any age could get his land 
order 1mder it. The persons in whose behalf 
he addressed the House, felt that they 
had been unfairly dealt with. No one had 
ever denied that they were entitled to receive 
their £12 land orders under the twentieth 
clause of the Alienation of Crown Lands Act 
of 1860, and that the regulations which 
deprived them of those orders were contrary 

to the twenty-third clause of the same Act. 
If their claims were satisfied and a £30 land 
order given to them, he had it upon the Lest 
authority, that there would not be more than 
three hunch·ed and fifty of them-that was 
about one hundred and fifty who claimed 
land orders of which they had been deprived 
on account of their being forty years of age, 
referred to in the first part of the resolution 
-and about two hundred who claimed the 
second land orders for £12. He was posi­
tively informed that the alteration he had 
made in the resolution could not make a 
difference of more than a dozen persons. He 
believed the House would only be doing an 
act of justice to give these land orders to the 
poor people who had been deprived of them. 
It would not cost any money to give them, 
on the contrary, it would tend to enrich the 
colony, because those persons were now 
settled, and would buy laud and put it to a 
good use. He hoped he had been able to 
make himself understood. He believed the 
law officers of the Crown would admit that 
the immigrants he had spoken of had been 
unfairly treated, and he trusted the House 
would not object to do an act of justice to 
three hundred and fifty settled inhabitants of 
the colony. 

The ArroRNEY-GENERAL said he had no 
doubt the honorable member for West More­
ton was actuated by the best motives, and as 
a matter he might almost say of justice to 
those persons whose cause the honorable 
member had advocated, he should have been 
willing to support the motion. But he must 
guard himself against sanctioning by any 
opinion he might express the overriding of 
an Act of Parliament, or regulations having 
the force of an Act of Parliament, by a reso­
lution of the House. He should give his 
opinion as far as he could, and the House 
could then pass the resolutions if they chose 
to do so. "\Vith reference to the first resolu­
tion, the immigrants on whose behalf the 
honorable member had spoken eame under 
the twentieth section of the Alienation of 
Crown Lands Act of 1860 ; they claimed 
their right to a land order by virtue of that 
section of the Act. It was perfectly true, as 
stated by the honorable member, that the 
Act itself was silent as to the age of the 
immigrant; and if the question had been 
entirely on the construction of the twentieth 
section of the Act, he should have been 
disposed to go with the honorable member 
and say that no regulations passed could be 
ultrct vires, although he could not have gone 
so far as to say that those regulations, having 
since received the sanction of the House, 
could be upset by a resolution. But the 
twentieth section contained a proviso that 
" the class of immigrants who shall derive 
the benefit of the land order must fall within 
the class to be defined by regulations "-cer­
tainly not by regulations previously issued, 
because none could have been in existence at 
the time of the passing of the Act ; but by 
regulations to be framed in accordance with 
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the twenty-third section, by the Government, 
which were to be laid on the table of the 
House, and having been so laid on the table, 
received the force of an Act of Parliament. 
He found that, in accordance with that 
section, regulations had been framed. It 
would be well for honorable members to 
take notice that all regulations, when pub­
lished in the Gazette, had the force of 
law; and he knew that it had been held 
in the Supreme Court of Queensland, that 
those regulations, if framed in accordance 
with the provisions of the Act under which 
they were authorised, and faithfully carried 
out, were of the same force and effect as the 
Act itself. On reference to the Gazette of 
the 12th .January, 1861, he found that the 
immigrants who were to come within the 
benefits of the twentieth section were classi­
fied, as honorable members would see by the 
second of the immigration regulations, passed 
in pursuance of the provisions of the Alien­
ation of Crown Lands Act of 1860 :-

"Persons claiming land orders under these regu­
lations must have arrived in Queensland by a ship 
coming direct from Europe, and, either at their 
own expense or otherwise, without any cost to the 
Government ; they must not have been previously 
resident in the colony, and must be, if men, 
under forty, if women, under thirty· five, years of 
age. This restriction as to age will be dispensed 
with in the case of parents accompanied by not 
less than five children ; and in the case of 
relatives introduced under the provisions of clause 
nine of these regulations." 
Therefore, to sum up the amount of his 
argument, he would observe that the regula­
tions appeared to have been framed in 
accordance with the twenty -third section, 
and therefore must be taken to be part 
and parcel of the Alienation of Crown 
Lands Act, so far as regarded the ques­
tion of the land order principle. Then, he 
found the proviso of the twentieth section 
to the effect that the immigrant must be 
of a particular class under those regulations ; 
and then he found that the regulations defined 
the class. That being so, how could an im­
migrant over the age of forty years receive a 
land order without the Government violating 
the principle of the Act, and the regulations 
passed under it? And it would be a violation, 
so far as he could see, at the present moment. 
The first resolution, if passed, would 
be tantamount to this-that the House, 
in 1867, by resolution, over-rode the 
Act of 1860 and the regulations ; giving to 
those persons over the age of forty, being 
males, and over the age of thirty-f\ve, being 
females, the benefits conferred by the Act of 
1860, which, for a long time, they had been 
unable to obtain. He (the Attorney-General) 
presumed that the class referred to by the 
honorable mover, as bboring under the 
disability, had been some time in the colony. 
He gave his opinion, so far as his judgment 
enabled him to give it, to the best of his 
ability, and with rather a hasty review of the 

authorities, against what had a tendency to 
interfere with the legislation of a previous 
period : the resolution would be inoperative. 
He did not, honorable members would re­
collect, wish to control them m their 
views, or m the expression of them, 
on this matter. He only wished to guard 
himself from voting for a resolution which 
could be of no effect. vVith regard to 
the second resolution, he did not exactly 
understand it ; but as he found in the rtJgn­
lations of 1863 the same conditions, as to age, 
that existed in the regulations of 1861, it 
appeared that the argument he used against 
the first resolution would be equally appli­
cable to the second:-

"A land order for £18 will be given on arriv11l 
to every adult male or female steerage immigrant 
proceeding from the United Kingdom to Queens­
land, who shall in every respect have satisfied the 
requirements of these or any subsequent regu­
lations, and who shall have conformed to the 
provisions of the Passenger Act, aud to the rules 
established for maintaining health ancl order on 
board ship." 
Then, he found, in clause six of the same 
regulations, that-

" Persons applying for land order warrants 
must be, if men, under forty, if women, unclel' 
thirty-five, years of age; but no land order will 
be granted to or on account of the passage of any 
unmarried female immigrant unless accompauiecl 
by her parents." 
He did not know that persons had been 
deprived of land orders under the regulations 
of 1863 in any other manner than they would 
have been deprived of them under the regu­
lations of 1861. He had no more to say on 
the question. If it came to a matter of 
equity or justice, he should be glad to do 
that which the mover of the resolutions 
wished to do. He believed the honorable 
member stated the truth, when he said that 
the persons affected were a very small num­
ber, and that very little injustice would be 
clone in putting them in a fair position. They 
dicl, doubtless, come out to the colony with­
out a full knowledge that there was a restric­
tion on age. They were induced to come 
out-he would not say by misrepresentation, 
but from the want of knowledge which might 
and ought to have been supplied to them. 
That would be sufficient ground for him to 
support the resolutions, if he could see his 
way to do so on any future occasion. 
If he was correct in his view that the resolu­
tions would be inoperative as mere resolutione, 
still if the sense of the House agreed in thei1• 
support, he thought he could sec his way 
clear in a very short space of time to give, 
without infringement of the law, that remedy 
for which the honorable member for \Vest 
JYioreton, Mr. O'Sullivan, now strove. 

Mr. PuGH asked if the remedy would 
include the case of persons who had been 
induced to emigrate by Mr. Jordan's first 
pamphlet ? Mr. .Jordan, upon being 
appointed Emigration Agent, delivered a 
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lecture ; it was printed in the colony 
by the Government, and published at 
home-immediately upon his arrival. By 
the very next mail, however, it had to he 
cancelled, because of the Government 
restrictions that followed him with regard to 
age. All persons who came out under that 
pamphlet, and all persons restricted from 
receiving land orders by reason of their age, 
should he included in the remedy. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: There was 
another class of persons ! He could only say 
that the remedy which he had mentioned was 
a remedial Act of Parliament. Of course, he 
was not aware, at the time he spoke, of the 
existence of the persons mentioned by the 
honorable member for North Brisbane, Mr. 
Pugh ; but there could be no doubt whatever 
that if the House assented to the resolutions, 
or either of them, the claims of all classes of 
persons affected could be embraced in the 
same Act. He simply wished to say that, in 
his opinion, an Act of Parliament would be 
necessary to give the remedy, instead of 
resolutions. 

Mr. BELL said he knew of many individuals 
amongst the classes of persons that had been 
referred to by the honorable mover. Appli­
cation had been made to the late Government 
in several instances, with the same view as 
that which was embodied in the resolutions 
now before the House; but the Government 
had found themselves in the position so clearly 
laid clown this evening by the Attorney­
General. They could not, in the existing 
state of the law, render that justice which 
appeared to be demanded of them. But 
perhaps the injustice was not strictly so great 
as appeared by the reading of the resolution, 
because those persons did not leave home 
under the belief and without the knowledge 
of the existence of the regulations. If they 
had, their case would have been so clear that 
the Government of the clay would have been 
bound to have accorded them the justice which 
such a case demanded. 'l'he Government had 
felt--as honorable members now felt-that 
there was great hardship in the case of those 
persons who had come to the colony between 
the two classes of immigrants "·ho had 
received £30 land orders, and who had not 
received any compensation such as had been 
given to other immigrants. The honorable 
member for West Moreton, J\l[r. O'Sullivan, 
would have pursued a more satisfactory 
course if he had moved for returns before 
tabling his motion. By means of returns he 
would have been able to have satisfied the 
House of the exact number of cases which 
did exist. Before this evening, he (Mr. 
J3ell) was not aware that there was another 
class of persons who considered they had 
claims upon the House, viz.-those men­
tioned by the honorable member for North 
Brisbane, J1fr. Pugh, as having been the first 
to emigrate under the immigration system 
of this colony. As it was clear that a reso­
lntion would not be sufficient to over-ride an 

Act of Parliament in existence, and that a 
short Act of Parliament must be brought in, 
he thought the honorable member would do 
well to withdraw his resolutions, and call 
for the returns which he (Mr. Bell) had sug­
gested. He believed the feeling of the 
House to be such, that a Bill, if brought in, 
would pass through without opposition. 

Mr. O'SuLLIVAN said he had no wish to 
press the motion on the House, and he 
accepted with thanks the suggestion of the 
honorablc member who last addressed them. 
In consequence of the spirit of justice in 
which the House had received the motion, 
he should withdraw it and ask for the 
returns referred to. 'l'he honorable and 
learned Attorney-General, when he said he 
(1\'l:r. O'Sullivan) had no selfish motive in 
bringing forward the motion, though he did 
so very candidly, had clone him no more than 
justice. He could assure the House that he 
was in a position to prove that many of the 
persons on whose behalf he had proposed 
the motion, had come to this colony without 
the slightest knowledge of the regulations. 

The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 

THE KENNEDY ELECTION. 
}fr. FrTZGERALD moved-
That copies of the telegrams laicl on the table 

by the honorable the Colonial Secretary, to-clay, 
relative to the late election for the Kennecly 
District, be printed. 

He said his object in moving that those 
papers be printed was simply to give the late 
Colonial Secretary an opportunity of explain­
ing away, and of removing, the im~ression of 
the Kennedy electors, that he hadmterferecl 
in a very unfair and unwarrantable way in 
the late election. He did not accuse the 
honorable member, but merely stated that 
such an impression existed generally. It was 
a matter of very great importance, inasmuch 
as it involved the integrity of election, and 
the right of the people who had registered 
their claims to vote at the election. It might 
be that the honorable member could explain 
the impression away. He (Mr. Fitzgerald) 
was sorry that the honorable member was 
not in his place, in order to have an oppor­
tunity of making an explanation. There 
were two candidates in the field, Mr. J. G. 
McDonald, and the present member for the 
Kcnnedy. It was arranged, on the 6th July, 
before he (M:r. Fitzgerald) left Bowen, that 
owing to there having been some informality 
in printing the new roll, under the eleventh 
clause of the Registration of Electors Act, 
the returning officer was to use the new 
roll for the divisions for which it was com­
plete, and the old roll for those parts for 
which it was not complete. He was, there­
fore, quite surprised to get a letter from Mr. 
Clarke, the returning oil:icer, elated Bowen, 
8th J'uly, to the effect-that he (l\fr. Clarke) 
would use the old roll, as he had received 
a telegram from the Colonial Secretary, 
on the s~.turday previous, that he should 
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do so; otherwise, that it had been his in­
tention to use the new roll, which he had 
made arrangements for printing. "\Vel!, 
that vvas an interference in the matter 
of the election which he (Mr. Fitzgerald) 
believed the late Colonial Secretary was not 
justified in. A gentleman at the J\fackay, 
named Seaward, telegraphed to the same 
honorable member on account of the electors, 
to this effect :-

" Mackay, 8th July. 
"Just received telegram from returning officer, 

J3owen, that old electoral roll for the district only 
to be used this election. "Why have you disfran­
chised eighty-three (83) ~lectors whose names a_re 
on the roll for this portwn of the Kenncdy D1s­
~rict, t~10 Act}aving been complied with? Reply 
1mmedmtely. 
To that telegram, the late Colonial Secretary 
replied, on the 9th July, to Mr. Seaward, as 
follows:-

"I have received your telegram, and am some­
what surprised at its contents. This department 
has nothing to do with disfranchising or enfran­
chising electors. If the returning officer finds 
that the law has been complied with, he need 
have no difficulty, and it would be much better 
for him to make himself acquainted with the 
Electoral Act, and be guided by it, than to tele­
graph to this depa1·tment}or instructions, which 
I have no power to g1ve ; --
Honorable members would remember this 
expression-
" the responsibility is with him, and not with me." 
On communicating t.o Mr. Clarke the con­
tents of this telegr~m, that gentleman justified 
himself in persisting to use the old roll, by 
furnishing a copy of the telegram which he 
had sent to the Colonial Secretary on the 
6th July, that ·was four days previously, to 
this effect :-

"Old roll, 1866 ancl 7, despatched to Cm·dwell 
and Glendhu. Shall I use copies of the new, 
1867 an cl 68 (to be printed hero), for the nearer 
polling places ? No possibility of again sending 
to Card well ancl Glendhu in time for polling." 
The answer that he received from the Colonial 
Secretary, 6th July, was-

" No." 
That was, the returning offir;er was not to use 
the now roll for the pollmg places where 
there were many new electors of the Kennedy 
District. He (.1\fr. Fitzgeralcl) considered 
that that was a most unwarranted inter­
ference on the part of the Colonial Secretary 
with the liberty of the electors, and the 
independence of the returning officer, who 
was not obliged by law to take directions 
from the Colonial Secretary, though he did, 
in fact, do so. On the llth May, after 
another remonstrance, the returning officer 
stated that the decision of the Colonial 
Secretary, of 6th July, was final, and the old 
roll was used. A deputation of electors, at 
Mackay, through .i\fr. Seaward, telegraphed 
again as follows, on the lOth July:-

" The returning officer informs me that you, on 
he si~th (6th) July, instructed him to use old 

roll, because the new roll coulcl not be forwarclecl 
in time to Oardwell ancl Glenclhu, thus disfran­
chi,ing eighty-three (83) electors for this district. 
Please countcrm:md instructions of sixth (6th) 
July. Reply." 

Now, if the late Colonial Secretary had made 
a mistake in his first telegram of the 6th of 
July, when he directed the use of the old 
roll only, he had an opportunity of recti~y­
ing it in time, and allowing Mr. Clarke to 
use his own judgment. He (Mr. Fitzgerald) 
did not care to argue whether Mr. Clarke's 
action .vas legal or not; what he wished to 
bring before the House was the unwarrant­
able instruction vvhich the Colonial Secretary 
gave. That honorahle gentleman might 
have some explanation; but, so far, appear­
ances were against him. The electors of 
Kennedy, from one end of the district to the 
other, believed that the late Colonial 
Secretary wished to secure the return of 
Mr. J. G. McDonald, who was known to 
have gone up from this to Bowen in his 
interest. The old roll was supposed to give 
that candidate a very great advantage, and 
that it would secure his return. He (Mr. 
Fitzgorald) did not wish to indorse that 
statement of the case; the honorable gentle­
man might have some fair explanation to 
give ; and, perhaps the hest way would be 
for him to get the papers printed, in order 
that the honorahle gentleman might be 
prepared and have an opportunity for his 
explanation. He knew it would he some 
satisfaction to people in the towns of the 
Kennedy District to find that there was no 
cause for their present feeling on this subject. 

Dr. CrrALLINOR suggested to the honorablo 
member that the debate should he adjourned. 

Mr. BELL thought it would have been well if 
the honorable member had postponed his 
speech until the honorablememher for Ipswich, 
Mr. Macalister, was present. Such a course 
would have been more in accordance with 
justice than the one he had taken. The only 
thing now was to print the whole of the 
papers. It was to he deprecated that horror­
able members should make charges without 
proof-if that were possible ;-and, unless 
they were substantiated at the time they 
were made, they ought not to he made at alL 

Mr. GROOM said he thought that, after the 
remarks that had been made by the horror­
able member for West Moreton, Mr. Bell, 
it became all the more necessary for the 
honorable member for the Kennedy to post­
pone his motion. The honorable member 
would have acted more candidly towards Mr. 
Macalister, especially in his absence, if he 
had read the telegram of Mr. Seaward, who 
was chairman of his committee, and J\fr. 
Macalister's reply to it. Mr. Seaward's 
telegram, which was dated Mackay, July 10, 
1867, and addressed to the then Colonial 
Secretary, was as follows :-

" 'Ihe returning officer informs me that you, 
on the sixth (6th) July, instructed him to use 
the old roll, because the new roll could not be 
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forwarded in time to Carclwell and Glenclhu, thus 
disfranchising eighty-three (83) electors for this 
district. Please countermand instructions of 6th 
July. Reply." 

That telegram was signed " W. Seaward, 
chairmanofJ'.fr. Fitzgerald's committee." On 
the following day, the 11th of July, the 
Colonial Secretary, Mr. :Macalister, returned 
by telegram the following answer to lYir. 
Seaward:-

"You are mistaken. The returning officer, so 
far as I eau discover, has received no instructions 
frqm this department, except to guide himself by 
the law, and no other will be given. 'l'he respon­
sibility of discharging his duty correctly lays with 
himself, and not with me. .A. MACALISTER." 
Now that, he thought, was almost an answer 
to the remarks the honorable member for the 
Kennedy had advanced. The charge which 
that honora ble member had advanced against 
the honorable member for Ipswich, Mr. 
J\;facalister, was a very grave one indeed. If 
the telegraph wires had been used in the way 
the honorable member had represented, it 
was only fair and right that such conduct 
should be made public by being brought 
before the House ; for such conduct ;ms as 
much an interference with the privileges of 
the House as anything could be. He had 
looked over the telegrams that had been laid 
on the table by the honorable the Colonial 
Secretary, and after reading them over be 
was not prepared to say that he thought the 
honorable member for Ipswich had done the 
wrong the honorable member for the Ken­
nedy represented him to have done. 

Thfr.ARCHER thought the honorable member 
for Drayton an cl Toowoomba had been rather 
severe upon the honorable member for the 
Kennedy. The honorable member for the 
Kennedy had simply stated that opnnons 
were entertained that there had been an 
interference of the kind he had mentioned, 
and that he had brought the matter before 
the House to afford the honorable member 
for Ipswich, Mr.Macalister, an opportunity of 
clearing himself. He also stated that he was 
anxious to hear the explanation of the horror­
able member for Ipswich, and that, in that 
gentleman's absence, he would not make any 
charge against him of having acted in the 
way that it was rumorecl in the Kennecly 
District he had clone. The honorable member 
for Drayton and Toowoomba had therefore, 
as it appeared to him, charged the honorable 
member for the Kennecly with making a 
charge that he did not make. 

Mr. GRooM, by way of explanation, stated 
that the honorable member for Rockhampton 
had altogether misunderstood him. He did 
not prefer a charge against the honorable 
member for the Kennecly. \Vhat he did was 
to read the telegrams, to.shewwhy he thought 
the honorable member should allow his 
motion to stand over till the honorable mem­
ber for Ipswich, Mr. Macalister, was in his 
place to give an explanation. 

Mr. MrLES said he had himself some little 
knowledge as to how telegrams were used for 
electioneering purposes. He must say he 
did not think that the honorable member for 
the Kennecly had made any charge against 
the honorable member for Ipswich, the late 
Colonial Secretary ; but had only brought 
this matter forward in order to gi,-e that 
honorablo member an opportunity of clearing 
himself of charges that were rum ore cl against 
him in the Kennecly District. He might 
inform the House that very much the same 
thing as had taken place in the Kennecly 
District also took place in the :Maranoa Dis­
trict. The electoral roll was sent clown to be 
printed, but it went astray in some way 
or other. Under those circumstances, the 
returning oilicer sent a telegram to the 
Attorney-General for instructions. As he 
was not a Government candidate, the Govern­
ment could not, of course, be expected to 
favor him in any way. The answer of the 
.Attorney-General simply laid clown the law 
in such cases. Owing to the loss of the roll, 
there were not only eighty, but two hundred, 
persons disfranchised in the Maranoa Dis­
trict. Considerable dissatisfaction, of course, 
existed, and he had a very great deal of 
difficulty in getting the electors to believe 
that the loss of the roll was not the fault 
of the Government. For some time he 
was himself under the impression that it 
was the fault of the returning officer, and 
he was happy now to be able to state 
that it was not. He believed now that the 
revised roll never got into the possession 
of the returning officer, and that it never 
was printed. The electors were very much 
dissatisfied, that the old roll had to be 
used, and several telegrams were sent to the 
Attorney -General ; but the answers that were 
returned were not such as to influence the 
election in any way. They simply stated 
that if the revised roll could not be found, 
the returning officer would have to fall 
back upon the old roll. He was happy to 
say that no means were used to influence the 
election in one way or another. He had 
no doubt that when the honorable member 
for Ipswich was in his place he would be 
able to satisfy the honorable member for the 
Kennecly, that he did not interfere in any 
way to influence the election. 

Mr. PuGH observed that there had been 
some very strong expressions used in the 
House during the last clay or two as to 
the influence used by Executive officers at 
elections ; and if the honorable member for 
the Kennecly had been able to shew that there 
had been any undue influence used by the 
late Colonial Secretary to affect the election 
for the Kennecly, he would have supported 
him. But the honorable member had not 
clone so. He thought the proposition of 
the honorable member for Ipswich, Dr.· 
Challinor, was altogether unnecessary, and 
that the course proposed by the honorable 
member for West Moreton, Mr. Bell, would 
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be the best to pursue-that the motion 
should be allowed to pass and that the 
papers should be printed. vVhen the papers 
came into the hands of honorable members, 
they would, no doubt, see that it was not 
necessary to take any further action, for 
upon the face of them they shewed that 
there was no influence used. Of course. if 
the honorable member for the Kennedy 
thought that, upon the face of the papers, 
there had been influence used, he could then 
bring the matter before the House by another 
motion. 

:M:r. MYLNE said that, as he had been the 
returning officer for the Maranoa, he would 
like to take that opportunity of clearing 
himself in the matter referred to by the 
honorable member for the J\1aranoa. The 
facts of the case were briefly these : The 
electoral roll was sent down to him to 
Brisbane, but he happened to be in Sydney 
at the time on business. vVhen he returned, 
he went to see Mr. Manning, the Under 
Colonial Secretary, about the matter. As 
the names on the roll were not alphabetically 
arranged, there was not time to get that 
done and to have the roll printed and 
returned before the clay of election. He 
knew there was considerable dissatisfaction 
about the matter in the district, but the fault 
did not lie with him ; and when the consti­
tuency of JYiaranoa became acquainted with 
the explanation that he had now made, he 
was sure they would not attach any blame to 
him in the matter. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said he thought 
the remarks that had fallen from the honorable 
member for North Brisbane, :M:r. Pugh, should 
receive the attention of the House. He was 
not himself in the House when the honorable 
member for the Kennedy brought forward 
the motion that the documents should be 
printed, and could not, therefore, refer to 
anything he had said, as he had not heard 
him. But he would say this, that if any 
discussion was to take place as to any 
conduct of the late Colonial Secretary, it 
ought to be on a distinct motion. It was 
hardly the proper time to discuss the merits 
of the case, on a motion that the papers be 
printed. He had read the telegrams ; and he 
must say that at first he was inclined to 
believe that some undue influence had been 
used, from communications that were made 
to him during the progress of the election. 
It seemed to have been the opinion of the 
returning officer, at :M:ackay, that the instruc­
tions given by the Colonial Secretary, had 
been at one time of a particular kind and 
that when those instructions were com­
municated to the chairman of Mr. Fitzgerald's 
committee, and when the returning officer 
had again communicated with the Colonial 
Secretary, the instructions first given to him 
were denied. Such was the effect of the 
information he received during the progress 
of the election, and he thought there might be 
some grounds for it, if the matter was 

allowed. to pass unexplained. On a careful 
perusal of the telegrams, he must say he did 
not think there had been any such conduct 
as it was supposed there had been. If the 
honorable member was under the impression 
at the time that there was undue influence, 
he must, on a careful perusal of the tele­
grams, come to the conclusion that such had 
not been the case. He thought the motion 
on the paper was a very proper one ; for if 
the honorable member, from good information, 
thought that any undue influence had been 
used, it was decidedly his duty to bring the 
matter before the House ; and as the matter 
stood at present, he thought the honorable 
member was taking a very proper view of it, 
for he sought not only to protect himself, 
but also to prevent on future occasions of 
election, any undue influence being used by 
any Government. He would wish, on the 
present occasion, to submit to the House 
what were his own opinions as to what 
should be the conduct of the Government 
during the progress of elections, in reference 
to communications made to them by return­
ing officers. Returning officers, it seemed, 
by the Acts of Parliament relative to return­
ing officers, were believed to understand 
their duties per se; and he thought that any 
returning officer who chose to read the Acts 
of Parliament relating to his duties, had no 
need to ask the opinion of the Colonial 
Secretary or any one else ; and if returning 
officers were such as they should be, the less 
communication they had with the Govern­
ment the better. But if any returning 
officer found it necessary at any time to ask 
the advice of the Government, he should ask 
for it in the shape of a Crown law officer's 
opinion. Such a course would secure the 
constituency against the exercise of any 
undue influence by the Government in any 
election, and, for that reason, secure the 
Government on the other hand against any 
charge of exercising undue influence. He 
made those remarks without meaning any 
reference to the late Colonial Secretary, 
because, on reading the telegrams, he 
believed the late Colonial Secretary gave the 
advice whieh he considered to be best under 
the circumstances. 

:M:r. O'SuLLIVAN thought they ought to 
accept the opinion of the honorable the 
Attorney- General as to the correctness 
of the conduct of the late Colonial 
Secretary in the matter brought under the 
notice of the House, and so save a great deal 
of unnecessary printing. Taking the case as 
it was put before the House by the honorable 
member for the Kennedy in proposing his 
motion, he was inclined to support him; but 
if the telegrams were valueless and did not 
sustain any charge of the kind that had been 
spoken of, he could not see wl1at would be the 
good of having them printed. If the telegrams 
would have sustained the charge, then he 
should have said that by all means they should 
be printed. ·with regard to the communica-
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tions that had been refened to by the horror­
able the Attorney-General, he could assure 
the honorablo gentleman that every returning 
officer he knew of perfectly understood the 
law as regarded their particular duties as 
returning officer. But there was nobody so 
blind as those who would not see, and when 
the Government appointed partisans those 
gentlemen wore unable to see but the one 
side of the question-the one that referred 
to the Government-and the pretended diffi .. 
culties that were communicated in the shape 
of telegrams, under the guise of asking for 
advice, were in reality suggestions for instruc­
tions how to act. 

Mr. vV ALSH said he had not had the 
pleasure of listening to the whole of the 
debate; but, from what of it he had heard, 
he believed the question was of a great deal 
more importance than some honorable mem­
bers seemed to consider it. He had risen 
for the purpose of moving an amendment to 
the effect that copies of all telegrams trans­
mitted by the Government on electioneering 
matters, during the late elections, should be 
laid upon the table ; but he found that he 
could not now do so, and that such a proposi­
tion should have been made when the motion 
for the production of the telegrams was before 
the House. 

Mr. FnANCIS said he thought the honorable 
member for the Konnedy deserved the grati­
tude of the country for the temperate 
and business-like way in which he had brought 
forvmrd his motion; and he very much 
regretted that the honorable member for 
Maryborough was not in the House at the 
time, that he might have had the opportunity 
of taking a lesson from him. That honorable 
member, perhaps, might have profited by the 
example, and so have saved a great deal of 
the valuable time of the House in future. 
He agreed in the view that was taken by 
some other honorable members-that the 
honorable member for the Kennedy did not 
make any charge against the late Colonial 
Secretary, but only asked that the telegrams 
might be printed, in order that the truth or 
falseness of certain rumors might be brought 
to light. 

Dr. CHALLINOR observed that the honorablo 
member for vVest. Moreton, 1\1:r. O'Sullivan, 
thought that as the telegrams were so con­
clusively in favor of the late Colonial Secre­
tary, according to the opinion expressed 
of them by the honorable the Attorney­
General, it would be a pity to put the 
country to the expense of printing them. 
Now, that was a course which he thought 
would be of the penny wise and p01ind 
foolish order. If the telegrams were so 
satisfactory, that was the very reason why 
they should be printed and distributed 
throughout the district where the feeling »as 
so strong and so general respecting them. 
When he suggested that the discussion 
should be postponed till the late Colonial 
Secretary was in his place, he thought that 

no discussion would have taken place on the 
general question, but as the discussion had 
gone so far, he had come to the conclusion, 
that his suggestion was not a right one, and 
that the better course would be to go on with 
the motion alld dispose of it at once. 

The motion vvas then agreed to. 

THE PRUSSIAN CONSUL. 
1\fr. PuGH moved-
That an address be presented to the Governor, 

praying that His Excellency will be pleasecl to 
cause to be laid upon the table of this House 
copies of all correspondence between His Excel­
lency and the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
relative to the Prussian Consul in Brisbane 
(Armand Rannigor, Esq.). 
It might appear, he said, to honorable mem­
bers, that this motion, so far as the mere 
surface of it went, pertained to a matter of 
mere etiquette, only as between the authorities 
and the gentleman whose name »as mentioned 
in the motion itself. But he had been 
induced to place the motion on the notice 
paper, or was induced to place it on the paper 
in the first instance, and to renew it after­
wards, because he found that the Prussian Gov­
ernment had applied to Mr. Rannigor for the 
correspondence, that they might satisfy them­
selves still further as to the way their consul, 
their authorised agent, had been treated in 
this colony. There was laid on the table of the 
House, a few days ago, a document which 
purported to be an extract from the minutes 
of the proceedings of a meeting of the 
Executive Council of Queensland, held on 
the Brd of January, 1866, relative to the 
position of foreign consuls in Queensland. 
He »as at a loss to know why that docu­
ment was placed on the table, unless it was 
for the purpose of forestalling his motion. 
But it would not have that effect. The last 
part of the minute said-

" The Executive ancl judicial authorities in 
Queensland desire to allow to the foreign consuls 
in this colony every courtesy ttncl honor which 
foreign consuls enjoy in England." 
Now, the courtesy of sending cards of 
entree at levees, was one of the courtesies 
extended to foreign consuls in Victoria, 
South Australia, Tasmania, and other colo­
nies also, he believed; and when Mr. Appcl, 
the Consul for Hamburg, did not receive his 
card of entree, an apology for the omission 
was inserted in the Government Gazette. But 
subsequently those cards of entree wore 
stopped, and no apology was made, or other 
explanation given; but it now appeared, two 
years afterwards, that the minute to which he 
had referred was arrived at by the Executive 
Council on the subject. He believed it had 
been stated that Mr. Rannigor was not the 
Prussian Consul, but was mer~ly a consular or 
commercial agent of the Prussian Govern­
ment. But, disproving such a statement, 
he now held in his hand the letters patent 
of the King of Prussia appointing 1\fr. 
Rannigor Consul for Prussia in Queensland ; 
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and the document was countersigned by the 
redoubtable Bismark. He also held in his 
hand, the exequatur of Her Majesty the 
Queen of Great Britain, countersigned by 
Earl Itussell, recognising Mr. Ranniger as 
Prussian Consul in Queensland. It was as 
follOVIS :-

VICTORIA, by the Grace of God, Queen of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain ancl 
Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c., &c., &c. 
-To all ancl singular our loving subjects 
to whom these presents shall come,­
Greeting: 

vVHEREAS om· good brother, the King of Prussia, 
has by commission, bearing elate the fourth clay 
of. September last, constituted M. Armancl 
Ranniger, to be his Consul at Brisbane: And 
we having thereupon approved of the said 
Armancl Ranniger as Consul for our said good 
brother, according to the commission before 
mentioned ; our will and pleasure is, and we 
hereby require, that you do receive, countenance, 
and, as there may be occasion, favorably assist 
him the said Armancl Ranniger in the exercise 
of his office ; giving ancl allowing unto him all 
the privileges, immunitics, and advantages there­
unto belonging. 

Given at our Court at Saint J ames, the sixth 
clay of December, one thousand eight 
hunclrecl and sixty-four, in the twenty­
eighth year of our reign. 

Now, those two documents which he had pro­
duced ought, he thought, to be sufficient to 
satisfy the House that nfr. Ranniger did 
not occupy the position in this colony of a 
mere consular or commercial agent of the 
Prussian Government. So far from that 
being the case, J1.Ir. Ranniger had the power 
given him by his G~vernment to appoint 
consular agents and VICe-consuls, for whose 
acts he was in every way responsible. 
N o>v, he took it, that any discourtesy shewn 
to J1.Ir. Uannigcr here, woulcl be as great, in 
his case, as a like discourtesy to any of the 
paid consuls at home. The l>russian Govern­
ment c1ic1 not l)ay its consuls anywhere, and 
in the Executive minute to which he had 
referred, there was a distinction eh· awn 
between consuls and co;wcl<g mi,~,vi. The 
French Government, and also the English 
Government, paid their consuls, but some 
other countries did not ; but there was 
no diiference ol)served on that account. 
The only difference observed was, that the 
senior consul in age, whether a consul missi 
or not, took precedence at presentations, 
at court, and on other state occasions. 
Now, it appeared that when the courtesy, 
formerly extended to consuls, of sending 
them cards of entree, was suddenly stoppecl, 
a meeting of consuls was held at the Prus­
sian Consulate, and there were present­
the Consul for Belgium, the Vice-Consul 
for Spain, the Consul for Bremen, the Con­
sul for Hamburg, and the Consul for the 
Nether lands ; but the Consnlfor the Nether­
lands (Mr. Heussler) "-ished that his name 
should not appear in the proceedings. Certain 
resolutions were agreed to at that meeting of 

consuls, of which copies were given to the 
consuls present, with the exception of the 
Consul for the Nether lands, with the view of 
their being forwarded by those consuls to the 
Governments which they respectively re­
presented, to see what view those Govern­
ments would take of the matter. In 
consequence of the communication sent by 
J\Ir. Ranniger to the Prussian Government, 
the Government at Berlin communicated 
with the Prussian Ambassador at London, 
who, in turn, communicated with the English 
Government on the subject, and, through the 
Secretary of State for t1le Colonies, with the 
Government of Queensland, requesting an 
explanation of the reasons why the Prussian 
Consul in this city had been excluded from 
the privileges hitherto accorded to him and 
others of the same rank in this colony. Now, 
the reasons stated were just exactly what he 
wished by his motion to obtain; because, 
immediately on finding that a report had been 
sent home by the Government here, or rather, 
he should say, by His Excellency, the Prussian 
Consul, .Mr. Ranniger, forwarded his resig­
nation to the Prussian Government. But 
Mr. Ranniger's resignation was not accepted, 
because the Government at Berlin did not 
consider that sufficient grounds had been 
shown for the refusal to him of the privileges 
and courtesies accorded to consuls in other 
colonies. He understood, so far as his infor­
mation went, that both the Belgian and 
Spanish Consuls, on being consulted in the 
matter, said they knew nothing about it-that 
they were quite satisfied with their position, 
and saw no reason to complain. Yet they were 
present at the meeting of consuls on the 
subject, and "'ere parties to the resolutions 
adopted ; and the Consul for theN ether lands, 
who did not go so far as the others did, had 
certified to the presence, at the meeting, of the 
Belgian and Spanish Consuls, and to their 
taking part in the proceedings. The document 
that had been laid by th~ Government on 
the table of the House, stated that the 
Government were anxious to allow foreign 
consuls in this colony every courtesy and 
honor, and so on; and.the Queen's exequatur 
desired the Government to extend to the 
Prussittn Consul all the privileges and immu­
nities belonging to foreign consuls in the 
colony. Now, it turned out that there were 
no privileges, honors, or immunities accorded 
to foreign consuls in this colony ; and that 
the privilege accorded to foreign consuls in 
other colonies of paying the respects of their 
several Governments to the representative 
of Her Majesty on the anniversary of 
her birthday, was not accorded to the 
foreign consuls in Queensland. So far, 
then, as affording that much information, 
the document placed upon the table had some 
value in it. As showing how differently 
consuls were treated in Europe, he might 
mention that when the late Prussian Consul 
at Sydney was in Berlin, he was not only 
present at state ceremonies, but sat several 
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times at the king's table. Here, however, if 
a consul applied in courteous terms to an 
officer in the employ of the Government, as 
the Prussian Consul did, for official informa· 
tion, no notice whatever was taken of his 
letter. Now, honorablo members might be 
surprised at that, but it was the fact. Mr. 
Ranniger wrote, stating that an exhibition 
was to be held at Berlin, and asking what 
assistance the officer to whom he applied 
would be prepared to render, if any at all. 
But no notice whatever was taken of his 
letter. So it appeared that, notwithstanding 
the position a gentleman might hold in the 
colony as the representative of a foreign 
po"·er, the Executive seemed to consider that 
no notice need be taken of him or his com­
munications in his official capacity. The 
consuls here seemed to be looked upon as 
merely commercial agents. But, as showing 
that ::\fr. Itanniger was not merely a 
commercial agent, he had the power, and 
had exercised it repeatedly, of issuing 
passports to persons visiting Germany. No 
one stood between him and the Court 
at Berlin; and he was accountable to 
the King of Prussia. at once ; and for all 
that any vice-consul he might appoint might 
do, he was also accountable to the King of 
Prussia. He was, therefore, entitled to a 
much better position than the Government 
of Queensland had accorded to him hitherto. 
Now, as he had endeavored to shew at the 
outset, it was not merely a private individual 
who came here through him and asked for 
those documents; for Mr. Ranniger had been 
requested by his Government to obtain, if he 
could, possession of the papers for which he 
now moved. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Where is the 
authority? 

Mr. PuGH: I can shew the letter. 
The ATTOllNEY-GENERAL : I doubt it. 
}fr. PuGH: vVell, he believed he could 

shew the letter, notwithstanding the doubts 
of the honorable the Attorney-General. But, 
at any rate, it was a fact that Mr. Ranniger 
had been asked to get the documents to which 
the motion referred, and to forward them to 
the Prussian Government. He did not 
expect the Government would consent to pro­
duce the documents ; and, indeed, from the 
beginning, he did not expect they would. 
But he did not care whether they did or not; 
nor did Mr. Hanniger; because a refusal 
would equally place him iu a position to reply 
to the communication he had received from 
the Prussian Government, asking him to 
obtain the documents. 

'J'he CoLONIAL TREASURER said there were 
three questions involved in this motion. 'l'he 
first was, whether the House was not exceed­
ing its privileges in dealing with a matter of 
this kind, which was ono entirely between 
the Governor and the Home Government ; 
the second, whether the Governor could be 
called upon by the Parliament to produce 
communications marked " private and con-

fidential" ; and the third, whether the 
statements made by Thfr. llanniger could be 
substantiated. It was said that Mr. Rauniger 
was the consul for Prussia ; but there was a 
great difference between a consul appointed 
by a document such as the honorable member 
held in his hand, and a paid member of a 
diplomatic body. As to the issuing of cards 
of entJ·ee that was a matter which the House 
had nothing to do with at all. Shortly after 
His Excellency came here, the consuls were 
accorded the right of entree; but it ap}Jeared 
afterwards that they were not entitled to it, 
and His Excellency did away with it. He 
know that it was not the case in New South 
Wales that foreign consuls had the right of 
entree; and what it was elsewhere he neither 
kne1v nor cared. The honorable member had 
stated that J'dr. Ranniger was supported by 
the Prussian Government in the course he 
had taken. 

l\fr. PuGII : I am told so. 
The CoLONIAL TREASURER : Then the 

honorablc member was misinformed. Mr. 
ltanniger had stated distinctly that all the 
consuls here coincided with him at the 
meeting to which the honorable member had 
referred. Now, he happened to know that 
two of them repudiated that statement in the 
strongest terms. So much for that. 'l'ho 
whole que~tion was, whether Mr. Rannigor 
belonged to a diplomatic corps, as he belieYed 
some of the consuls in the southern colonies 
did, or whether he was one of those consular 
agents, or trading consuls, who were appointed 
to look after the commercial interests of their 
respective Govl'rnments. He believed that 
}fr. Ranniger belonged to the latter class. 
But he thought the House would agree with 
him that, putting that question aside, the 
House had nothing to do with the matter. 
If 1-lis Excellency had acted wrongly in what 
he had done, it was for the Prussian Govern­
ment to complain to the British Government 
through the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs ; and the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies would communicate, if necessary, 
with the Governor-and so on. If the 
GoYernor had dene what was wrong, no 
doubt the British Government would call 
him home, and take him to task for his con­
duct. lt was an affair for the Home Govern­
ment to deal with, and not an aifair that 
came within the province of the House to 
deal with. He might state, on the part of 
His Excellency, to the honorable member, 
that His Excellency c:eclined to furnish the 
correspondence asked for. 

'l'he ATTOHNEY-GENERAL said he wished to 
make a few remarks on the motion before the 
House ; because he thought it was only due 
to His Excellency that the House should 
understand the particular position in w hi eh 
he was placed with reference to the motion. 
Ho agreed with the honorable the Colonial 
'l'reasurer that it would be highly improper 
for the House, by any resolution of the kind 
before it, to attempt to interfere with the 
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functions of His Excellency for the discharge 
of a duty over which the House had no con­
trol. 'l'he question, as it appeared to him, 
resolved itself simply into this-that Mr. 
Ranniger, conceiving himself to hold the 
appointment of consul for the Prussian Gov­
ernment, and believing that he had received 
some slight as consul, had taken offence, and 
wished to bring his grievance before the 
House. Now, the honorable the Colonial 
':I'reasurer had stated that if Mr. Ranniger, 
as Consul for Prussia, whether Of a particular 
degree or not, had any cause of complaint 
against His Excellency the Governor, it was 
a matter entirely between the English Gov­
ernment and the Prussian Government ; and 
the question, as it was well known, would be 
settled in a particular manner between the 
Secretary of State for F.oreign Affairs in 
England, and the Prussmn Government ; 
and he thought he could state so far from 
his own knowledge, that this matter had been 
settled-and that to the satisfaction of the 
Prussian Government ; and, therefore, he 
must express his own surprise that such a 
matter had been brought before the Legis­
lative Assembly at all. For what purpose it 
had been brought before the House, he could 
not conceive. It was truly stated by the 
honorable the Colonial Treasurer that it would 
be impossible for the House to dictate to the 
Governor what cards of entree he should issue, 
either in his private capacity as Governor, 
or in his official capacity of Governor, on 
the Queen's birthday. He was bound to 
issue cards of entree on those occasions 
according to etiquette ; and he had instruc­
tions on the subject from the Home Govern­
ment, and if he deviated from them he was 
responsible for it ; and therefore he would 
not deviate from them. As to the production 
of the correspondence, it was only justice to 
His Excellency for him to state that the cor­
respondence in respect to this matter was 
marked "private and confidential." A portion 
of that correspondence he was at liberty to 
state contained the opinion of the Law Officers 
of the Crown in reference to the position of 
consuls in the colonies ; and it was laid down 
in "May's Parliamentary Practice" that all 
communications between the Crown Law 
Officers and the Government were private and 
confidential and could not be called for by 
the House of Commons itself. It was there­
fore sufficient for him to state that those 
were marked "private and confidential," and 
could not be asked for. It would be injuri­
ous to the Governor and to his position if he 
were to produce the correspondence ; and, as 
he took it, the House was not at all interested 
m the question whether J\!Ir. Armand Ran­
niger received a card of entree or not, and he 
questioned very much whether the corres­
pondence between the Governor and Mr. 
Ranniger would interest the House or not. 

Mr. PuGH, in reply, said he was not at all 
disappointed by the refusal on the part of the 
Government to assent to the motion, for he 

expected when he gave notice of the motion 
that the correspondence would not be pro­
duced. This was just one of those incon­
venient cases in which despatches were not 
produced. He wished to say, in reply to 
the honorable and learned the Attorney­
General, and he gave that honorable gentle­
man every credit for speaking with all 
sincerity on this occasion, and for believing 
that what he said was perfectly correct, but 
he wished to say to him that he believed the 
time would come when he would alter his 
opinion, and when he would have docu­
mentary evidence to induce him to alter his 
opinion. It was not a mere matter of with­
holding cards of entree that was the cause of 
offence ; but amongst the amenities shewn to 
foreign consuh-the giving them cards of 
entree was one. As to what the honorable 

·· the Colonial Treasurer had said about the 
Spanish and Belgian Consuls,.he must say that 
he did not, from what he had heard, place 
confidence in what they had said. As he said 
before, it did not matter to him whether 
Mr. Ranniger obtained the documents or 
not, for the question would not be settled by 
the House. As to the issuing of cards of 
entree, he did not suppose the House wanted 
to dictate to His Excellency who should be 
invited to Government House and who 
should not. He did not think that any 
honorable member would be fool enough to 
attempt to dictate to His Excellency in the 
matter. He was not astonished to find that 
the motion was not agreed to by the Govern­
ment, but he believed that he would be able 
some day to justify the position he had taken 
in this matter. 

The motion was then put and negatived, on 
at division, by a majority of 15 to 3. 

DISEASES IN SHEEP ACT. 
:M:r. S.A.NDEM.A.N: I now beg to move the 

second reading of a Bill for the prevention 
and cure of diseases in sheep. The import­
ance of the object for which this Bill has 
been framed, cannot, I believe, be overrated, 
considering that the welfare of so large a 
Prroducing interest is essentially involved. 
The diseases to which the flocks of the 
sheepholder are subject, render it highly 
necessary that legislation of a practical 
character should be brought to bear upon 
them ; and, judging from the operation of 
the New South Wales Act, from which this 
is in the main a transcript-an Act which, I 
should add, was approved of by the com­
mission of which the honorable member for 
Eastern Downs, the late Colonial Treasurer, 
was, ex officio, chairman-great benefit to the 
colony may be expected from the introduction 
of this Bill. I believe that throughout the 
length and breadth of New South Wales 
during the very trying time in which that 
insidious disease, commonly called the scab, 
ravaged the country, the Act was of the 
most essential service. The main feature of 
this Bill is one which, I conceive, should be 
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the guiding principle in all legishttive 
enactments when practicable-the establish­
ment of local management. I think the best 
way to explain the nature of the Bill is to 
refer to and comment upon its principal 
clauses. The third clause provides that-
" the colony shall be divided into conveniently 
sized sheep districts, to be defined by proclanm· 
tion by the Governor from time to time." 
The next feature of importance is the pro­
vision that directors shall be appointed 
annually, whose duty it shall be generally to 
supervise and manage matters connected with 
the prevention of disease. The third point 
is in clause twelve, which provides for the 
appointment of district inspectors to be 
appointed by the Governor. Clause eighteen 
provides that a chief inspector shall be 
appointed; and the clause following provides 
that local inspectors shall be nominated by 
the directors. I may observe, that the inspec­
tors proposed to be appointed under this 
Bill will be vested with large and important 
powers, and the necessity of scouring for the 
very responsible duty persons of undoubted 
character, and ascertained knowledge and 
ability, under the control of the directors 
is beyond question, and the principle intro­
duced of giving powers of local management is 
one which must act most beneficially. Clause 
twenty-six provides that inspectors shall 
be empowered to enforce that provision of 
our present Act which relates to catarrh. 
Clause twenty-nine provides for quarantine 
regulations, and clause thirty-three for the 
destruction of sheep infected with scab. 
Clause thirty-seven provides for the mode of 
investigation, and dealing with applications 
for th~ payment of compensation for sheep 
destroyed under the provisions of this Act. 
Clause forty, and following clauses, provide 
for regulations relating. to travelling sheep. 
Clause forty-five, and subsequent clauses, 
relate to introduced sheep-that is, sheep to 
be introduced from adjacent colonies over­
land. Clause fifty· two, and subsequent 
elauses, refer to imported sheep. Clause 
fifty -seven refers to regulations connected 
with coast district sheep. Clause fifty-nine, 
and following clauses, !cfcr to miscellaneous 
regulations. Clause mghty-one, and subse­
quent clauses, to contributions and expenses. 
l may say that the contribution under this 
Bill was set down at £1 per ono thousand 
sheep. I had intended to have altered this 
in the Bill, but it has been inadvertently 
overlooked, and in committee I shall propose 
that the assessment he reduced to five shil­
lings per thousancl sheep. I find, by the 
statement made by the honorable Treasurer 
yesterday, that the number of sheep in the 
colony at present is 7,273,778, but with the 
probable inC'rease this year in the same ratio 
as the last, we may anticipate that there will 
he eight millions of sheep in the colony at 
the beginning of next year--'-that is, just after 
the next weaning. Eight millions at five 
shillings pe1· one thousand head will give 

£2,000. There is a balance of £3,890 to the 
credit of the Scab Assessment Fund. 

J'd:r. MILES : That is all gone. 
Mr. SANDEliAN: The honorable member 

says that has all been expended; but surely 
the Government would not insist upon 
appropriating to the general revenue a sum 
of money which, under the head of this 
tax, is to the credit of a trust fund. 
And, therefore, I say we may look upon 
this amount as credited to the account 
-for I presume that the Government 
at all events, 1vhon they raise another loan, 
will replace it. Now, sir, the £2,000 and the 
£3,890 to the credit of the account, make up a 
sum of £5,890, which, I hope, will be more 
than sufficient for all the purposes of this Bill. 
I consider, therefore, the reduction in the 
rate of assessment to be perfectly justified. 
Clause eighty-nine, and subsequentclauses,re­
fer to appeals and applications under this Act; 
and clause ninety-four, and remaining clauses, 
to the legal procedure to he taken under it. It 
is hardly necessary to say more on the subject 
at present. If any debate is to take place on 
a Bill of this kind, I think it had better be 
deferred until it goes into committee. I 
haTe gone over the principal features it 
contains, and will reserve any further observa­
tions until then. 

Mr. DELL said he wished to observe that · 
the passing of this Dill was the wish of the 
late Government, who had been actuated by 
the recommendation of the Scab and Pleuro­
pneumonia Commission, under whose direc­
tions they had invariably been guided 
in dealing with matters which came under 
the especial notice of that commission. 
It was after much consideration and delibera­
tion on the part of the commission that an 
understanding was arrived a,t with the New 
South ·vv" ales Government, that, as soon as 
that colony should declare itself free from 
the scab disease, this colony would open her 
borders for the passing of sheep to and from 
either colony. After the first declaration by 
that colony of their perfect state of 
~leanliness from the disease, it happened that, 
m a remote part of New South Wales, the 
scab broke out again, which prevented the 
late Government from introducing last session 
the Bill now before the House. That isolated 
instance had, however, no longer existed, the 
disease having been eradicated, and the colony 
was again declared free from scab. The 
con:mission had, consequently, thought it 
thmr duty, not only on account of the under­
standing v;hich existed between the two 
colonies, hut also in accordance with the 
same principle which had induced them so 
long to act on the defensive, to recommend 
the introduction of the measure before the 
the House which had been adopted by the 
late Government. He was glad to say that 
it had proved very successful in New South 
vV ales, and had been the means of eradicating 
the disease in that colony, at a time when it 
existed to a great extent. The Bill was 
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stringent in its character, but very liberal in 
its provisions towards the other colonies, and 
would, he felt sure, be of essential service. 
He should support the motion for the second 
reading. 

Mr. }frLES said it struek him that the 
measure before the House was one of much 
importance ; and he did not think honorable 
members would be justified in going on with 
it in the present state of the House. It was 
certainly a Bill chiefly affecting the pastoral 
interest, but still of great importance, and 
one which ought to receive consideration in a 
full House. The honorable member for 
\V est More ton had stated that the· sheep in 
the neighboring colony were free from 
disease; but he (Mr. Miles) had seen no 
evidence of any such declaration on the part 
of New South \Vales; and it appeared to 
him that there was a motive for passing the 
Bill at once, which had not been brought to 
light. He believed the honorable member 
for \V est J\foreton had sent a number 
of sheep to Victoria, 1vhich had proved 
unsaleable, and wantecl to get them back 
to this colony. He hoped the House would 
be very careful ahout passing such an im­
pm·tant measure, when there were only half 
a dozen members present. And what was 
more, he had been informed that the 
honomble member himself, Mr. Bell, had 
been negotiating for a run to put the~e sheep 
on when they returned. He considered it 
his duty to move that the debate be adjourned 
until Tuesday next. 

J\fr. O'SuLLIYAN pointed out that the 
second reading only confirmed the principle of 
a Bill; the details could he altered or con­
firmed in committee. The chief point to be 
considered was, in his opinion, whether the 
colony at large '11-ould have to pay the expenses 
of working the Act ; but he found that liberal 
pro,-ision was made for those expenses; and, 
as the measure was one which referred only 
to the squatters, he did not consider himself 
called upon to interfere. He should, there­
fore, support the motion for tho second 
reading. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER said that the 
object of the motion was simply to advance 
the Bill a stage, and, as an honorable member 
had just obsen-cd, the various clauses conlcl 
be considered in committee. Honorable 
members were aware that a Scab Com­
mission was appointed some time ago, and, 
having been for some years a member of 
it, he rould state that the commission hacl 
been very careful in their investigations, and 
had made stringent regulations, by which the 
disease had hitherto been kept out of the 
colony. But, they thought the time had now 
arrived when the restrictions they had 
imposed should he removed. The GoYern­
ment of X ey,- South IV ales had endeavored, 
for a long time, to get these restrictions taken 
off, but the commission had 'always resisted 
their efforts. Latterly, however, this 
Government had giYen a definite promise to 
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the New South Wales Government, that if 
they issued a proclamation, declaring their 
colony free from disease, the Queensland 
Government would open their border. They 
said they could not issue a proclamation, 
because the Act prevented them, but they had 
sent statements of a satisfactory nature from 
their principal scab inspectors. Upon receipt 
of these statements, a meeting of the com­
mission had been convened, and it was, after a 
good deal of deliberation, proposed to introduce 
the Bill before the House. The Government of 
New South vV ales had then been informed 
that as soon as the Bill was passed the 
Queensland Government would open their 
border. Every caution had been used, and 
there was no intention to act hurriedly in 
the matter ; but it was believed that the time 
had now arrived for the introduction of such 
a Bill, and that it was only an act of justice 
to bring it in. 

Mr. FRANcrs said that, although not a 
sheep-owner, he took an interest in every 
measure which came before the House. He 
should be glad if the honorable member 
would consent to adjourn the debate, because 
he must confess that he had not macle him­
self sufficiently acquainted with its provisions 
to be able to decide upon its merits. He 
regretted that the honorable member who 
introduced it to the House had not given a 
little more information on the subject, in 
which case he should probably have sup­
ported it. He thought the honorable member 
for J\Iaranoa had given very good reason for 
not hurrying the measure through the House. 
Hurried legislation was the worst kind of 
legislation. He hoped the measure would 
not be proceeded with at that time. 

Mr. BELL said the Bill hnd been for several 
clays in the hands of honorable members, and 
the proposed delay might prevent its passing~ 
If the honorable member for East J\Ioreton, 
J\Ir. Francis, desired an:x further explanation 
of its provisions, he was in a position to 
afford it. But he thought, when it was shewn 
that the Bill hacl been highly successful in 
New South \V ales-that there were from 
30,000 to 50,000 diseased sheep in that colony 
at the time it came into operation, and that 
it had been the means of entirely eradicating 
that disease-:-there could be no objection to­
affirm the principle it embodied by reading 
the Bill a second time. In reply to the honor­
able member for Maranoa, who had made a 
personal reference to him, he begged to say 
that he had no sheep at that time on their 
way from Victoria. He had sheep in Vic­
toria, but whether they would be sent to this 
colony or not, he could not say. The pro­
visions of this Bill were Yery stringent, and 
for that reason he, as a member of the com­
mission, had had no hesitation in recommend­
ing its introduction. He hoped the House· 
would support the motion, and advance the 
measure a further stage. 

.Mr. GRoo~r expressed his hope that the 
honorable member for Leichhardt would press 
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forward his Bill, and he would support him 
in doing so. It was a measure which that 
honorable member, n1:r. Sandeman, was pre­
eminently qualified to deal with. His efforts 
on other occasions had tended to the benefit, 
not only of this colony, but of other colonies. 
He (Mr. Groom) was not ono to agree to 
continual postponements of practical mea­
sures which the House might deal with at 
once. The Bill was not one which invoh-ed 
any taxation that would come from the 
pockets of the people, because the pastoral 
tenants of the Crown had themselves provided 
for the working of the measure by the 
imposition of an assessment. The olJjections 
of the honorable member for Maranoa could 
be remedied in committee. 

:iYfr. SANDE3IAN, in explanation, said that 
for his own part he cared not whether the 
Bill passed to-night, or not. He believed the 
equity and the necessity of the measure were 
so apparent that he should be quite prepared 
to postpone it, if the House desired. The 
honorable member for J\1:aranoa objected to 
the second reading of the Bill on the ground 
that some other honorable members were 
personally interested in its passing. vVhether 
that were true, or otherwise,he could only say 
that the passing of the Bill had nothing 
to do with the removal of the restric­
tions at present existing. That removal 
was quite another question. He was a 
member of the commission-one of the 
original members-and he had paid much 
attention to the subject ; and it was well 
known that no one had been more stringent 
in upholding those restrictions than he had 
been. He had been blamed by some of 
his friends for his conduct in that respect. 
It was not now likely that he would alter his 
views as to the removal of those restrictions, 
and unless it could be proved to him that the 
disease of scab had utterly ceased in New 
South Wales, he shtmld not be a party, if 
he had any power, to the removal of those 
restrictions. He hoped the honorable mem­
ber for Maranoa would not oppose the second 
reading of the Bill, because it would be a 
very useful and necessary measure ; and it 
was of essential importance that it should be 
passed without delay; and he believed no 
delay could have any effect on the final 
deciaion of the House in its favor. 

The SECRETARY JWR PunLIC LANDS suppor­
ted the second reading of the Bill ; and expres­
sed his belief that if something was not done 
to remove the restrictions on sheep coming 
from New Sout!:l vV ales, the Legislature of 
that colony would be retaliating on Queens­
land, and a prohibitive duty would be put on 
travelling stock from this colony. No object 
would be gained by delay. On the third 
reading, the honorable member for J\1aranoa 
could oppose the Bill, clause by clause, as now. 

Dr. CHALLINOR urged that no apprehension 
need be felt at the second reading of the Bill, 
for it could be altered or amended in com­
mittee. As it stood, he felt quite satisfied 

that, under certain circumstances, it might 
entail a charge on the general revenue ; 
because, if the fund provided by asse>sment 
should be found insufficient to meet the 
expenses incurred in the destruction of dis­
eased sheep, thP general revenue would be 
dra>Yn upon. He had some recollection that, 
on a previous occasion, the Attorney-General 
admitted that it might become a charge on 
the general revenue. He knew that in the 
Civil SerYice Aet, if the superannuation fund 
fell oif, it became a charge on the general 
revenue. He should not oppose the second 
reading, although he did not thereby hold 
himself pledged to the clauses as they stood ; 
he desired merely to advance the measure a 
stage. 

n1:r. G. THORX supported the second 
reading. At the same time, he should like 
to know whether, in the eYent of scab breaking 
out in this colony, the pastoral tenants would 
be treated as they had been during the 
prevalence of pleuro-pneumonia in cattle, 
when nobody who lost cattle was reimbursed 
out of the fund. If scab prevailed largely, 
he had no doubt the same thing T>oulcl. occur 
-the fund would be exhausted, and then 
nobody T>oulcl get any compensation. Great 
caution ought to be exercised in introducing 
sheep from the other colonies. Everybody 
knew that scab had broken out in South 
)-.ustralia, which bordered on the west and 
north-west of this colony. He must say that 
he had not studied the details of the Bill­
in fact, he had not read one clause thoroughly, 
but he understood its principles ; and he had 
such an opinion of the honorable member for 
the Leichhardt, that he was induced to sup­
port the second reading, nevertheless. On 
that ground alone, he was disposed to support 
the motion. 

The question of adjournment was put and 
negatived, on a division, by 15 to 4 Yotes. 

The motion for the second reading of the 
Bill was then affirmed. 




