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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Thursday, 8 August, 1867.
Address in reply to Opening Speech.

ADDRESS IN REPLY TO OPEXNING
SPEECH.

The order of the day for the resumption of
the debate on the Address in reply to the
Opening Speech, and amendment thereto,
having been read,

Mr. Wazsa said that, though he moved
the adjournment of the debate on the previous
evening, and it therefore devolved upon him
to resume it now, he would be glad to give
way to the honorable the Premier, who, he
understood, intended to address the House
immediately. It was his own desire that
the honorable gentleman should do so, and,
unless he misunderstood one of the members
of the Ministry, it was also the desire of the
honorable the Premier to resume the debate.

The CoLoNIaL SECRETARY : What member
of the Ministry ?

The SEcRETARY For PUBLIC LaNDs said he
was the member of the Ministry to whom the
honorablemember for Maryborough had refer-
red ; and he begged to say that the honorable
member had somewhat mistaken what he
said to him on the subject. In the course of
a conversation he had with the honorable
member, he asked him if he intended to
resume the debate ; and in reply to a question
by the honorable member, he said that
he believed his honorable colleague, the
Colonial Secretary, would address the House
early in the debate. ¥le had no doubt, if
honorable members so desired, his honorable
colleague would address the House at once,
and, for his own part, he must say that he
hoped he would do so.

The Coronran SrcrETArY: In rising to
make a few observations on the amendment
proposed by the honorable member for the
Burnett, Mr. Mackenzie, said : I may, from a
difficulty honorable members may observe in
my voice, be unable sufficiently to be heard
in all parts of the House; but I shall endea~
vor, as far as I can, to meet the amendment ;
and L trust that, in doing so, I shall be able to
satisfy the House that I have met it on
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substantial grounds. The honorable member
for the Burnett commenced his observations
last night, by repudiating the idea of going
into the Governor’s Speech at once; and said
that he would do nothing of the kind, but
that he would commence with the termination
of the last Parliament, and begin with the
subject that had then engaged the attention
of the then Parliament. Now, I had, per-
sonally, no objection to the honorable member
commencing at any part of our colonial
history ; and if he had commenced at the
point to which he referred, and had come
down from that period to this, I am satisfied
that the whole of his observations, pertinent
to the amendment, might have been delivered
in five minutes. The honorable gentleman,
however, did not content himself with com-
mencing at two months ago, but he had no
sooner opened than he went back to 1862;
he went info the budget and disposed of
that in a very strange and extraordinary
manner ; he then took up the question
of the estimates, that had not yet been
laid on the table of the House; and he also

ave us something of a rambling account
of the land question—not as the question is
to be put before the House, but as the
honorable member himself conceives it ought
to be put. He also gave this House, by
referring to certain newspapers, the views of
the various members of the Government;
but, in the whole of his observations in regard
to the Government, the honorable gentleman
entirely failed to shew that the Govern-
ment had placed themselves in a position that
compelled them to follow up the antediluvian
views of the lLonorable gentleman on the
land question; or that the members of the
Government weve not fully entitled to keep
pace with the spirit of the age, and tfo
adopt such a land Bill as they might
conceive to be necessary, and such as the
country demanded. It is not my intention
to follow the honorable gentleman—and I am
sure this House does not expect me to do so
—through all his wanderings of last evening ;
but, at the same time, I am perfectly
willing to meet him, and to deal with some of
the questions—the more salient questions,
to which he referred. The honorable member,
in referring to the question—the constitu-
tional question—that was before the last
session of Parliament, maintained again
and again that my honorable colleague, the
then Colonial Treasurer, resigned his office,
and that the Government had no right to
transfer him from that department to the
department of Works. Now, I have no wish
to impute to the honorable member the
uttering in this House of a statement which
he knew was inconsistent with facts; but I
do tell him that he ought not to make asser-
tions in this House, on so important a question
as that, without being in a position to prove
them,

The Hon, R. R. Mackexnzik: I did prove
them.
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The CorowiarL SeorErary: I told this
House, or rather I told the last Parlia-
ment, and I now tell this one, that I never
saw the resignation of my honorable eol-
league ; and I have it on the highest antho-
rity in the colony, that although my honorable
friend did tender his resignation, he withdrew
it in a very few hours afterwards. The
honorable gentleman, in fact, never ceased to
be Colonial Treasurer till he became Minister
for Works; and he only ceased to be Trea-
surer by reason of his transfer to the depart-
ment of Works.

The Hon. R. R. Mackrnziz : No.

The CorontaL SECRETARY: As the honor-
able member is not in a position to disprove
one word of what I have stated now, and
what I stated then—-

The Hon. R. R. Macxexzig: I am.

The Coroxian SecrETARY: I deny that
the honorable member is. If heis, he should
have denied the statements last night; and
I say that the honorable member not being in
that position last night, immediately pro-
ceeded to make an admission that was fatal
to the whole of his argument. He admitted
that if the resignation had not been accepted,
~—that if my honorable colleague still con-
tinued as Treasurer of the colony,—then the
transfer was allowable.

The Hon. R. R. MacrenziE : No.

The CoronNrar SrcrETaRY: I maintain
that the honorable member did say so, and
he is so reported in the public newspapers.

* The Hon. R. R. Macxe~zig: The honor-
able member is mistaken. I did not say so.
I said that if the office of Works was in
existence at the time, the transfer was allow-
able in this way, that the Treasurer might
take the office of Works, or the Secretary
for Works take the office of Treasurer ; and
that was what took place in New South Wales,
where one Minister took the place of another.
In that way the Ministers might change all
round. But inthe case in question there had
been no such changing as that.

The Coroniat SECRETARY : I made some
notes myself of what the honorable member
said last night, and I find that they corres-

ond with the speech of the honorable mem-

er as reported in one of the newspapers.
But the statement the honorable member has
made just now is the same in fact. The
honorable member has admitted that if the
two departments existed, a transfer from one
to the other was allowable. The honorable
member said that the department of Works
did not exist; but let us see how that was.

The Hon. R. R. Mackenzie: No. TIsaid
a Minister for Lands did not exist.

The CorowIAL SECRETARY : A Minister
for Tiands did not exist! Well, what the
honorable member stated last night was
that the department was abolished — that
it had bheen amalgamated with another
office. Now, there the honorable member
made an assertion that was not founded on
fact, and one which therefore he ought to
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have been careful not to make. Not only
was the department of Works not abolished
but the announcement the honorable member
stated I had made in the House on the
subject never was made. The last time the
question was mooted in the House—and I
think it was by the honorable member for
Maryborough—I stated what took place,
namely, that the question of amalgamating
the offices of Tands and Works was at the
time under deliberation.  But the honor-
able member, last night, after making that
assertion, immediately proceeded to shew
that the office could not be done away with ;
and he stated that he had been asked to
accept the office.

The Hon. R. R. Macxexzie: I beg the
Lonorable gentleman’s pardon. If my
memory is correet, I never said such a
thing.

An Hoxorspir Memper: It was the
office of Treasurer he referred to.

The Corowian SecrEraRY: Well, T gladly
apologise to the honorable member, for I
thought he referred to the Works depart-
ment. But, it is the fact that I ean point to
one honorable member in the House to
whom I offered the office of Works at the
time it was said to be abolished. But how
could we abolish a department that was
established by law? The department of
Public Works is as much a department as is
that of the Colonial Seeretary. The procla-

i mation that brought the department into

existence had never Dbeen withdrawn or
cancelled.

The Hon. R. Prixe: But it could have
been rescinded by another proclamation.

The ConoNTAL SECRETARY: But it mever
was. I perfectly understand that the pro-
clamation establishing the department could
have been rescinded by another proclama-
tion; and if the Government had intended
to abolish the department, that is, no doubt,
the course they would have adopted. But
they had not done so; and so long as the
proclamation existed, so long did the depart-
ment exist ; and, therefore, there was
nothing to prevent the Government making
the appointment they made. The simple
fact, with regard to the department of
Works at the time was this : Although I did
offer the department of Works to an honor-
able member of this House, he declined to
accept it. There was a difficulty in getting
an honorable member to accept of the office
when it became vacant, and that was the
reason it was not filled up. But the office
was established by proclamation, and could
not be cancelled without another proclama-
tion for that purpose Dleing iwsued. The
honorable member’s position, therefore,
throughout the whole of his argument
about my transferring my honorable colleague
from the office of Treasurer to the office of
Secretary for Works, falls to the ground,
and forms a beautiful commentary on the
great constitutional discussion. The honor-
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able member maintained that the defeat of
the Government on that oceasion neccessitated
a resignation. May I be permitted to ask
the honorable gentleman for his authority
on that point ?  That the honorable member
was disappointed on that oceasion, I have
not the slightest doubt; but I tell the hon-
orable gentleman—and I tell it to him once
and for all—that however successful he may
be with this amendment—however ardent he
may be to turn me out of office—it does not
neeessarily follow that he is to replace me.
I believe that I possess the constitutional
privilege of suggesting my successor; and,
certainly, when I look at this amendment, as
a direct personal attack upon me, I am not
compelled to go to the other side for a
suceessor ab all. T faney, therefore, that the
honorable member may find himself from
the frying-pan into the fire. But the
honorable member maintained that the
Government went to the country on the
constitutional question, and that not only
was that the question we went to the
country on, but also that we had been
defeated on it. Now, I tell the honorable
gentleman that we did not go. to the
country on sny such question. We knew
better. We lmew the country was not the
place to go to in order to have a constitutional
question disposed of. But we went to the
country on reasons which I gave to the
House; and whieh reasons the honorable
gentleman took very good care he did not
quote to the Honse last night. But as the
honorable gentleman has not referred to them,
I shall do so on this occasion. I do not
think it is a matter of very great importance,
but I only wish to correct the harping that
was carried on by the honorable gentleman
on the subjeet last night. What T stated to
the ITouse as our reasons for going to the
country was this :—
“The resolution which this House arvived at
the night before last, and the resolutions which
" they agreed to on a previous oceasion with regard
to another matter, induced the Government, in
deliberating upon the position in which they were
placed by the resolution of Tuesday, to come to
the conclusion that this House had shewn a
determination to govern the country by resolu-
tions, and to disregsrd Acts of Parliament.
Now, sir, as far as my honoruble colleagues and
myself were concerned, aud referring to the
resolution of Tuesday last, the course which we
intended, and would have pursued, was plain and
direct. I shall not at present say what that
course would have been. But the question we
had to consider was, whether there were not
other interests involved; whether we had not
other matters to complain of, and other questions
to take into consideration, in arriving at the con-
clusion as to what advice we should tender to
His Excellency, 1his Government, sir, has for a
considerable time been pursuing a certain land
policy in connection with the railway lines of the
colony ;—a polivy which it is of the utmost
importance should be continued. The Govern-
ment announced in the Speech of Iis Excellency,
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at the commencement of the session, a certain
line of policy, broad and comprehensive, in
reference to the great questions which now excite
the interest of the commumity. In the debate
which took place in this House on the Address in
reply to His Excellency’s Speech, an amendment
was proposed in the shape of a vote of want of
confidence in the Government; and although
that smendment was not carried—and although
no division took place on the subject—yet, in the
course of that debate, expressions of opinion were
uttered by honorable members who the Govern-
ment would have supposed would assuredly have
supported them—opinions which at once dis-
played an intention on their part to have
supported the amendment, if it had been confined
to the Warwick Railway, and to have condemmed
the Government. The conclusion to which the
Government came on that occasion, from the
opinions expressesd by a number of honorable
members in this House, was, that they could not
rely for support, upon any important guestion,
upon ecither side of the House. The opinion they
formed on that oceasion arrived at a culminating
point on Tuesday night, after the rerolution was
passed in rveference to my honorable colleague,
Mr. Douglas. Tt amounted to this—they were
compelled to entertain the comvietion that, not
only could they not expect support from this
Ilouse in carrying out the poliey which they had
announced, but it was vain for them to hope that
they had the slightest prospect of being able to
pass through this House the measures shadowed
forth in ilis Kxcellency’s Speech. Now, sir,
looking at all these matters, the policy of the
Government and the vital questions affecting the
welfare of the country now ab issue, as well as to
the age of the present Parliament, we arrived at
the conclusion that it was desirable the country
should be appealed to, and a decision pronotinced
upon the policy of the Government.”

That is what we went to the country
upon. I never intended to conceal from the
House that it was on our policy, and not on
a constitutional question, that we went to the
country. I shall not delay the House much
longer before I meet this amendment ; but I
cannot help remarking on an observation
which thehonorable gentlemanmadelastnight,
that some of the reasons referred to by me
before the dissolution of the House, namely,
that the sixes and sevens in which parties
appeared to have placed themselves, enabled
the Grovernment to place themselvesina very
convenient position. INow, I dare say that
such a position might have suited the honor-
able gentleman—oflice without work—but it
should have no place in a coustitutional Gov-
ernment ; and no constitutional Government
should be placed in a position by which they
would not be able to carry measures through
Parliament. The honorable member also
touched on the subject of a re-distribution of
the electorates. This, I take if, is not the
proper time to go into that question, though
we hiave the honorable gentleman’s opinion
onit. Heannounced a certain line of action,
though I could not colleect what were his
opinions beyond his objection to a population
basis. Now, I am not aware that I at any
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time announced a wholly population basis
as the groundwork of any KElectoral Bill.
But I maintain this, and there can be no
question about it, that population must be
regarded in dealing with any question of the
kind. Inlooking only at the electoral district
of West Moreton—and I shall take the
data which the honorable gentleman main-
tained the Government should take—mnot a
census of the people, which it would cost
£5,000 to obtain—but I shall take the returns
of the births, deaths, and marriages, and the
Statistical Register of the eolony.

The Hon. R. R. Mackexzig : Hear, hear.

The Coroniar, SEcrRETARY: I am glad the
honorable member agrees to take that as
the basis of a Bill. Proceeding on that basis,
I find that the electorate of West Moreton
contains a population of 8,000 ; and that the
electorate of Kast Moreton contains a popu-
lation, of not less than 14,000. Now, am I
to be told, in the face of these faets, that
those two electorates are already sufficiently
represented in this House, when I know that
in this House there is one member for the
neighboring electorate which contains a popu-
lation of only 600; that another electorate,
with 900 of a population, returns a member ;
and that, for a third, with a population of
1,100, there is also a member in this House.
The honorable member himself is a repre-
sentative for a distriet which returns two
members to this House, but which does not
possess a tithe of the population or of the
interests of other electorates that return only
one member.

Mr. Frrzsimyoxs: What about Roek-
hampton ?

The CoroNiaL SECRETARY : The represen-
tation of Rockhampton should be increased,
undoubtedly. I shall now proceed to touch
upon the amendment which the mover
himself never touched upon in the course of
his long speech, and which, from all he said,
no one could have expected to have heard
proposed. I do notremember any statement
the honorable member made, that would
warrant anything of the kind. But in
dealing with the amendment, I would ask
honorable members to give me their attention
for a few minutes; and I would particularly
ask the attention of those honorable members
who have just taken their seats in this House.
‘When I had the honor of presiding over the
joint department of Lands and Works, the
constant theme of complaint against the
Government by honorable members on the
Opposition side of the House was, that I
monopolised the whole power of the Govern-
ment; and it was urged that those two
departments should have been divided long
ago. An bonorable gentleman, who was
formerly a member of this House, but who
is now absent from the colony, went on a
visit to Sydney, and while there wrote a
grandiloquent account of this subject of com-
plaint, urging the division of the two depart-
ments, and had it published in the newspapers
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there. But this division of the two depart’
ments had been a subject of conversation
amongst Ministers ever since there was a
responsible Ministry in the colony. It was
the subjeet of conversation amongst members
of the Government of which the honorable
gentleman himself and I were members; and
not only that but it was the subject of conver-
sation between the honorable gentleman and
me, at a time when he was prepared—and
indeed offered—to join me, when I re-con-
structed the Government, on condition that T
gave him a certain office, and when he knew
there were to be five Ministers in the House.
I only refer to that as a matter of fact, and
I do not mean to make any observation
upon it.

The Hon. R. R. MacxeNzig: What the
honorable gentleman states is incorrect. Af
the time he mentions, which was on the
formation of the coalition Government, he
stated that the department of Lands and
Works was to be divided, and my remark was,
—* You may divide them as you like, but T
very much doubt if the Parliament will vote
two salaries.”

The Corowiar SrcreraRY: The honor-
able member may have used those words, but
after he did use them, he wrote me a note
offering to take office. But it was all very
well for the honorable gentlemanto expresshis
opinion about the House voting the salaries.
I knew, as well as the honorable gentleman
did, that it would be necessary to bring down a
vote on the Kstimates for the salary of the
Minister, and to take the responsibility of
establishing the department on the Govern-
ment. Honorable members will recollect,
that last year His Excellency the Governor,
acting on the advice of his responsible
Ministers, separated the two offices, and that
a supplementary estimate was brought down
for the salaries of the Minister and officers of
the department, and voted without objection.
And when the vote was again brought down—
the vote which is current to the 31st of Decem-
ber next—when it came before the House,
there was some discussion upon it. Of course,
on the establishment of a new department, the
asking of money for it is almost sure to create
in the minds of some honorable members a
feeling of opposition. Now, Lhappen to have
in my hands the names of all the honorable
members who voted on that occasion on the
subject,—who voted that a certain sum of
money should be granted for the department
from the 1st of January last to the 3lstof
December next—that is, the very estimate we
are now discussing. 'There was also a propo-
sition before the House to reduce the amount
to one shilling, and in the division that took
place on that amendment there were, ayes 5,
noes 16. And amongst the names of the
sixteen gentlemen who voted “no”, I find
the name of the honorable member for the
Burnett, Mr. Mackenzie.

The Hon. R. R. Mackenzin: No; I was
not here,
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The Covoxiar Secrerary: The honor-
able member does not appear to be very
particular as to his denials. But here is
the honorable member for the Burnett’'s own
name flourishing in this division in favor of
the money being voted—a division that
carried the amount we are now using—in
that division is the name of the very gentle-
man who now brings forward the amendment
to condemn, not the Government, but to
condemn me for carrying on a department
that is established by law, and for whicl: the
money has been appropriated by Act of
Parliament. Now, I do not wish for a
moment to stand in the way, if a necessity
exists for a reduction of the number of
Ministers in this House. Al I ask foris,
that that reduction shall be gone about, and
proceeded with, when it is asked for, in a
legitimate and constitutional manner. Ifany
honorsble member—if the honorable member
for the Burnett—fancies that this department
ought not to exist—that there is not work
enough for it—that there is not responsibility
enough cast on the shoulders of the Minister,
he will have abundance of time to deal with
the matter when the Xstimates are before
the House. If on that occasion the Govern-
ment are not in a position to assign sufficient
reasons for the continuance of the depart-
ment, then the Government will be bound to
accept of the rejection of the vote in pre-
cisely the same way as they would accept of
the rejection of any other vote; but, to
bring forward the question now, and in the
way it has been done, is a course altogether
unprecedented. This amendment is not only
a vote of want of confidence, but it is one of
the most vile propositions I ever heard
of. It is, in point of fact, a proposition ask-
ing the House to vepudiaste what it has
already given its approval to. I have not
the zlightest objection, so far as I am
personally concerned, to anything that
the Honse does. Nor am I one of those
who would hang about Government House
in the hope of being called in to take cflice—
being theve as it were, by aceident. If I
occupy my present position, it is not because
I have run after it, but becauze it has been
thrust upon me.  And T tell the honorable
member for the Burnett, and his supporters,
that although I stand here at great personal
loss to myself, yet, so long as I can obtain a
majority in this House~so long as T can be
enabled to be of the slightest use to the
country in my present position, I am pre-
pared to hold my ground; and I simply ask
this House now to do me the justice, not
only to reject the amendment, but to reject
it ignominiously. If I believed that such a
vote as this would be entertained by the
Parliament, T should consider myself dis-
graced by remaining in it.

Mr. Warsm said he had listened with con-
siderable satisfaction to the debate, as it was
carried on yesterday ; and heard with sin-
cere satisfaction the good advice that was
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tendered to lionorable members, and so ably
tendered to them, by the honorable members
who moved and seconded the adoption of the
Address. For his own part, he was in hopes
that the advice so cordially and frankly given
would, for a certain time, have had its influ-
ence. As regarded the effect of such advice
upon himself, he would, notwithstanding the
efforts that had been made on the Ministerial
side of the House to diverge from the course
that was challked out for honorable members
to pursue, endeavor to keep within the mark,
and avoid ineurring the displeasure of any
one. He must confess that he had, in times
past, allowed himself to be drawn into too
muech ascerbity in the House; and he knew
that, in that respeet, he had acquired a very
bad character ; but he would say now, for
the twentieth time, that he had never
indulged in personalities except when he was
provoked into doing so, and then such person-
alities were only used in reply. The records
of the House would prove that such was the
case ; and he only made the present remarks
in order to set himself right with honor-
able members who held a seat in the
House for the first time. e admitted
that the official opposition that had been
levelled at himself since last session, and
the oblequy that had been cast upon him by
a Minister of the Crown, in lis capacity of a
newspaper proprietor, would, in former times,
have been suflicient to have warmed bhis
blood to a greater degree than now, and to
have induced him to take notice of those
attacks in a different spirit from that with
which he would treat them on the present
occasion. IHe was rejoiced to find that the
loyal subjects of Her Majesty had now the
satisfaction to see that those attacks that
used to be made daily without compunction,
and without feeling, apparently, against Her
Majesty’s representative in this colony, were
now directed against a much humbler per-
son ; and that those daily attacks, that were
a disgrace to the colony—those attacks
against Her Majesty’s representative—were
now singly directed against himself. But he
hoped the honorable members who so ably
moved and seconded the Address, in tender-
ing the advice they gave against indulging in
personal hostilities, had regard, in doing so,
to honorable gentlemen near them, rather
than to the House generally ; and he trusted
that if they ever again tendered advice of a
like character, they would do so more directly
to the quarter where it was so much required.
But the honorable mover and seconder were,
he thought, alike, in one respect, at fault.
They ret out, no doubt, according to the
line they were advised to pursue. DBut they
set out with the most mischievous and fatal
doetrine, he believed, that any statesman
could indulge in, namely,—that past legisla-
tion and past legislators were not to be
remembered. Now, he took it that it was
only by history that they were able to see
what their future proceedings should be,



44 Address in Reply

He thought it would be as futile and absurd
to recommend every fresh mariner who came
up to Brishane not to regard, not to see, the
beacons and buoys that were placed where
previous navigators had discovered rocks and
shoals, not to heed them, as it was to tell a
fresh Parliament not to heed the acts of
those who had gone before them. On the
contrary, it was their duty to attend to such
things, and he ealled on honorable members
16 remember that it was a very solemn duty
they were called upon to discharge in doing
so. It was as much the duty of honorable
members constituting the present Parliament
to see that the Aets and resolutions passed
by their predecessors had been carried out
by the Government as it would be for the
members of a succeeding Parliament to see
that the Acts and resolutions of the present
Parliament were carried out by the Govern-
ment of The day. It would form a very bad
precedent if they were to allow it to go forth
that their acts were not to be defended by
their successors, and that their laws were not
to be carried out by those who came after
them ; but such would be the effect of the
advice honorable members received yesterday
from the honorable members who moved and
seconded the Address. The honorable mover
of the Address favored the House to a con-
siderable extent with his views as to the
necessity that existed for extensive changes
in the Jand laws of the colony. Of course a
very great deal was to be allowed to honor-
able members in their position on such an
occasion ; but he thought, nevertheless, that
the honorable members went unnecessarily
into details on the subject of the land laws.
But certainly they had an example set before
them in His Excellency’s Speech. He did
not think a precedent could be found for the
details of a measure being set forith in a
Governor’s Speech. Honorable members
knew as much, by the Governor’s Speech, of
the land policy of the Government as they
could know when they were in committee on
the Bill; and it was as unprecedented as it
was unnecessary to enter so largely into the
subject in the Speech. He regretted that
such a course had been adopted, because it
convinced him of this, which he was not so
sure of before, that the land question had
been put forth as the stalking horse of the
Government,—that it had been put forth
with the view of exculpating them from the
difficulties with which their mismanagement
of the affairs of the country had surrounded
them; and especially the difficulties their
mismanagement of the railways had brought
upon them. It was impossible for honorable
members to see otherwise, when listening to
the speech which the honorable the Premier
had just delivered; or when reading his
last speech last session, which the honorable
gentleman did not fully quote from; or
in reading his address to his constituency
—it was impossible not to perceive that the
Government sought to shelter themselves,
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| from the difficulties past mis-government

Lad brought upon them, under the cloak of
a popular Land Bill. Now, he would under-
take to prove that such was the case, if it was
possible to prove anything, by quotations
from speeches and addresses. When the
Parliament was addressed last session by His
Excellency how different were his words on
the Land Bill. Honorable members were
not told then that such a comprehensive
measure as was now proposed would be re-
quired. The land question was then dealt
with in far other language; and hLonorable
members were told, in the most trifling way,
what the country required. He would im-
plore honorable members to understand that
he was now quoting what the present Minis-
try, that were rushing to such an extreme on
the land question,—what they said in His
Excellency’s Speech last session they con-
sidered to be necessary; and he would ask
them to contrast it with what the same
Biinistry said now on the subject. Inthe first
session of the present year, on the 7th of May,
His Excellency was made to tell the House—
“T invite your special attention to a Bill which
will be introduced to consolidate and amend the
laws relating to the leasing of Crown Landz. It
is of the highest importance that leasehold as well
as freehold tenure should be placed on the most
favorable focting passible.”
Not more than three or four months ago the
present Government were content with saying
only that much on the land question. They
did not see then that anything more was
necessary for the country than the passing of
a Leasehold Bill. It was only after that
overwhelming majority against the Govern-
ment, at the close of the last session, because
of unconstitutional efforts on the part of
the Ministry—it was only then, and when the
Government Lad taken a day to-consider
their position, and, he might say, dodge to
avert a calamity—it was only then the honor-
able the Premier came down with his ad
captandwm speech and said that honorable
members on the Opposition side were fighting
him on the land question. "Well, he was glad
that he could so far bear out that statement,
for ever sinee he had had the honor of a seat
in the House, Lie and others who lLeld similar
views had been fighting him on the land
question ; but it was to compel him to bring
in a Bill such as the one shadowed forth in
the Speech delivered by His Excellency
yesterday. Now, he contended that it would
be shameful in the extreme, after the Opposi-
tion had compelled the Government to con-
sider the necessity for bringing in sueh a Bill
—and he considered it would not only be
shameful, but most ungrateful, on the part
of the country —to give the Government
credit for the proposed measure, instead
of giving the eredit to those who had driven
the Government to propose such a measure.
When the honorable gentleman who now
held the office of Secretary for Public
‘Works and he sat beside each other on
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the Opposition benches, they worked to- | inform that honorable member that the
gether to try and compel the Government | present Premier, who had administered the

to introduce into the Housc a more liberal
land law; and he well remembered the
rebukes they used then to get from the
honorable member for the Western Downs.
He remembered the sharp attacks the
honorable member made against them,
because they tried to make the Govern-
ment adopt something reasonable and
liberal in the matter of the land laws. But
political exigencies arose, and all the faults
and frailties of the Ministry were forgotten.
He believed that the very first time he had
the honor of addressing the House on the
subject of the lands of the colony, he used
the following words ;—and they were words
that Ministers took singular exception to—
they were words that led some honorable
members to say, that so long as he embarked
in such mad schemes, so long as he worked
with the honorable member who now held
the office of Minister for Works, so long he
would not get anything for the district he
represented, and so long Lie would be treated
ag a pariah—the words he used on that ocea-
sion were as follow :—

“ He thought the time had arrived when those
country lands should be made productive, and
that it would be much better to legislate for the
benefit of the free selector, and to let him have it
ab a lower rate of purchase.”

Having used those words on that oceasion,
he claimed to be the first person who advo-
cated free selection in the House. He had
never deviated from the opinions he then
expressed, and the great amount of hostility
he encountered from the Government was
because he advocated such measures. Now,
he thought he had sufficiently shewn, and he
could refer to a dozen other books, and to
* Hansard,” to prove it, that upon every
available occasion the honorable the present
Secretary for Works and he urged upon the
Government, and demanded of the Govern-
ment, to bring in a more liberal land measure.
They maintained that the squatters were
placed in a false position—that hopes were
held out to them that would never be realised
—that it would be better to treat them fairly
and frankly ; and that agriculturists should
be treated as freely as possible. They said
that the squatter should not be allowed to
stand in the way of the agriculturist, so long
as a pre-eminent interest was not injured.

Now, he would repeat that this Land Bill— |

of which, when it was brought forward, he
should probably cordially approve—this Bill
would never have appeared, had the Govern-
ment not been placed in a fix—had the loss
of office not been rendered imminent,
by the course the Opposition was compelled
to take, in order to check the wuncon-
stitutional conduet of the Government.
The honorable mover of the Address had
spoken in favor of the American Homestead

Law, with the details of which he must confess |

ke was not intimately acquainted, but he could

|
|
|
|
l

land laws of this colony so long, had been
peculiarly opposed to that law, and had
testified his opposition to it in the House.
The honorable member who seconded the
Address had also spoken about the important
erisis which existed. IHe begged to assure
that honorable member that ever since he
had had a seatin that House therehad always
been an important crisis, and it did not appear
that the colony was any further from it than
when it was first announced. e did not
think it would ever disappear until the House
ceased to labor under the delusion—for the
country did not—that only one set of men
could be found to govern the colony. Such
a delusion, he maintained, was destructive to
the principle of responsible government.
It would be far Letter, by comparison, to °
linger on, or to flourish on, under the sway
of the most despotic ruler than to suffer from
the rule of five responsible men who had to
cringe to honorable members to obtain a seat
in the House. He must still further allude
to a remark made by the mover of the Address
yesterday when he stated what had often been
stated in that House, that the Darling Downs
should be called upon to pay for the gross
expenditure upon railways in the southern
districts. There was something, however,
to be said in defence of the Darling Downs.
Mr., Fraxcis: The honorable member is
mistaken, I did not use the word “ gross.”
Mr., Warnse: Perbaps the honorable
member was right. He would, however, use
the words gross expenditure, but, as he had
stated, there was something to be said in
defence of the Darling Downs. No doubt
the people of the Downs had had a great
deal to do with the initiation of those railways.
He did not believe that they anticipated all
the evils which had ensued, or they would
not have pursued the course they did. They
ought not, however, to bear the blame for all
the gross expenditure, and gross mismanage-
ment which the railways had entailed. The
inhabitants of the Darling Downs, in common
with the other inhabitants of the eolony,
had been told over and over again that the
railway was to be constructed for a certain
price. Tt was the various Governments who
carried out those railways who were chiefly
to blame in the matter. There was another
defence for the Darling Downs, that anxious
as they were for the introduction of railways
through their distriet, there was the most
powerful influence at work to plunge the
colony into this expenditure, viz., the Ips-
wich and Toowoomba influence. That
influence overawed the Ministry of the day
and forced them to do what they now seemed
inclined to do, at the beck and call of a
Toowoomba inhabitant. It was only fair to
say this much, that those who deserved it
might have their share of the blame. He
would next proceed to make afew remarks
upon the Viee-Regal Speech, and likewise
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upon the Address. The principal fault he
found with His Excellency’s Speech was that
the most important interests of the colony
were ignored in it in order to blind the House.
He accorded every importance which was
due to the land question, but he warned
honorable members that it was not any land
Bill which might bepassed that would speedily
restore the prosperity of the colony. The
most liberal Bill might be passed, the land
might be given away, but that would not
bring money or credit, and he had consider-
able doubts whether any land Bill would
attract population to these shores. There
were questions of more importance than
the land Bill—there was the question of
immigration; there was the question as
to how the railways were to be managed,
and what they would cost—all far more
important than any land Bill which could be
passed. There was also the constitutional
question of how the late dissolution took
place, which was of far more importance to
the welfare of the country; for confidence
would never Le restored or capital intro-
duced into the colony until those persons
who had it in their power to benefit us could
be assured that the reign of terror and
corruption were over, and that the present
Parliament would take more effectual steps
than the last. 'When he recollected the last
scene in that House during the last day of
meeting—when he saw law and order and
the Constitution set aside—the presence of
the Speaker insulted, and that done by
Ministers of the Crown—when he saw that
no satisfaction had been given for this—when
he saw that honorable members were invited
to blink that serious page in the history of
the colony—he feared there was little chance
for the eventual, or the rapid, or the per-
manent, prosperity of the country.

The SECRETARY ¥OR PuUBLIc LaxNDs said
he had listened to the observations of the
honorable member, in the hope that he would
refer to the particular upon which he had
stated that the Ministers of the Crown had
offered an indignity to the Speaker, towards
the latter end of the last Parliament. He was
not aware of any suech occurrence, and he

should like the honorable member, in making

such a sweeping assertion, tobe a little more
minute is his statement.

Mr. Warsy said he presumed that was a
piece of advice tendered by the honorable
member to him, and he begged to assure him
that he should probably carry out his instrue-
tions much more fully than would, perhaps,
be desired.

The SEcRETARY FOR PrBLIC LANDS said he
must take the opportunity of flatly denying
that any such conduct as that alluded to by
the honorable member towards the Speaker
had taken place.

Mr. Warsm resumed : He was quite aware
that it was the practice of members of the
Government, whenever a debate began to
assume an interesting form, to take any
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opportunity of interrupting it. The honor-
able member would have ample time to
reply to any charges which he might make,
at the proper time. He could not, he
repeated, forget what occurred on the last
day of the last Parlinment. A very important
constitutional question had been raised which
was met by the Premier of the colony rising
and making a political, a party, an elec-
tioneering speech, amid the greatest violence,
the greatest turbulence, arising principally
from the Ministerial benches, and persisting
in making that speech, knowing at the time
that he intended to throw at, or hand to, the
Speaker, a decument which utterly precluded
any chance of reply. Was the House to
forget that? It might be their fate to-
morrow to be treated in a similar way. e
maintained that until a check could be put
upon such practices, the introduction of a
land Bill would be of little use to restore the
prosperity of the colony. It was the
bounden duty of the House, whenever there
Lad been an infringement of the consti-
tutional rules of Parliament, to take steps to
vindicate its dignity, and to prevent any
recurrence of such an unseemly practice.
There was another very important matter
altogether ignored in the Governor’s Speech,
and that was the financial position of
the country. e believed they were in a
worse state than ever, and that the colony
was in such a fix that it was almost impossible
to carry out its important undertakings. He
believed there was a rccord of the House,
placed on the table only the day before,
which would shew that the later management
of the finanees of the country had been worse,
more prejudicial, more costly, more wasteful,
than any which had preceded it. He believed
a perusal of that document would shew that
money had been actually thrown away, that
the country had been robbed of it. In the
issuingof the Loan Bill, he believed it would be
found that that which had been done tolerably
well before had been done shamefully since;
that, instead of the arrangement with the
Union Bank for carrying out the loan at one
per cent., under the new regime, entrusted to
the gentleman about whose pay and position
so little satisfaction had been afforded by the
Premier, the colony were charged two per
cent.—while, after all, the matter had to be
negotiated by the Union Bank. Now, if he
could prove that such maladministration had
been going on for the last six months, ought
not the Ministry, when they came down to
the House, and especially with a new Colonial
Treasurer, to have made some reference to
those matters? There was another matter in
connection with the finances of the country,
and he was sorry that it devolved upon him
to allude to it. It was impossible that the
finances of the eountry could be properly
carried out when the officer whose duty 1t
was to supervise them—who was made inde-
pendent of the Government, and subject only
to the control of the Parliament—was not in
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such a position as should inspire confidence.
It was notorious that the principal official in
the colony—who should be above reproach—
was now 1n a position which the House should
have been called upon at once to consider and
repair. He repeated that the position of the
Auditor-Geeneral should have been brought
before the House in the Governor’s Speech.
He affirmed that a Ministry who could resort
to such schemes ag the present Ministry had
been guilty of—who could attempt to hood-
wink the country upon the strength of a
Land Bill, which he believed not one of them
ever thought of introducing when the last
Governor’s Speech was made—were not
deserving of confidence, and the House would
be a thousand times worse if they submitted
to such a Government. He regretted, how-
ever, that the matter had been made so
personal towards the Premier; it was not fair
that he should be the recipient of all the
displeasure. He contended that every mem-
ber of the Ministry deserved censure, and he
called upon them notto sacrifice their Premier;
for he had heard that such was the intention
of those honorable members. The honorable
the Premier, in his speech, had not referred
to the subject matter of the debate, but, in
order to controvert the strong position upon a
constitutional question taken up by the House
at the close of last session—the removal of a
minister from the Treasury to the Works—
had stated that which was not strictly in
accordance with facts. e (Mr. Walsh)
affirmed that the present Minister for
‘Works did resign his office as Treasurer,
that he congratulated himself at being out
of the Ministry, and that both he and
Mr. Watts mutually congratulated each
other. He placed that statement against
the statement of the Premier. If the honor-
able gentleman was not aware of the facts
he had stated, he could only say there must be
something wrong in the Government of which
he was the head, when it could have been kept
from his knowledge. The Premier had
stated that the mere changing from one office
to another did not necessitate the vacating a
seat in the House and an appeal to the mem-
ber’s constituency. Now, it had been laid
down by the example of the English Parlia-
ment, and had reached this colony since the
turmoil about this matter, that three
Ministers of the Crown there had changed
their offices, and each one of them had to
appeal to his constituency. The Premier
ought to have known that, as it was known
throughout the colonies and had been
copied from the English papers into the local
journals. That should have been the course
pursued by the Government of the eolony.
The honorable the Premier had also stated
that the Department of Works was never
done away with, that it was never gazetted.
He had never heard that the mere gazetting
of an office was at all essential. But what
would the honorable gentleman say after
relying upon the necessity for gazetting when
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he read a proclamation which clearly shewed
that the office had been done away with.
Surely the Premier should be less oblivious of
what had occurred and not attempt to hood-
wink the House by such statements. He
would read a proclamation which was issued
on the 10th May, 1867, from the Xxecutive
Council Office. It was as follows :—

“His Excellency the Governor directs it to be
notified that he has been pleased to appoint the
Honorable Joshua Peter Bell to be Secretary for
Lands, and to act also as Secretary for Public
‘Works.”

‘Was not that a notification that the office, so
far as its separate character went, was
done away with ? Could language convey
any clearer inference ? The Premier had like-
wise stated that the House approved of the
fifth minister; but he affirmed that the
moment the House heard there was a fifth
minister, they went to loggerheads about it,
and defeated the Government by a majority
of 19 to 5. He had been prepared that very
afternoon to move that which would have
amounted to a vote of want of confidence in
the Government, when he was interrupted by
the honorable member for North Brisbane,
Mr. Pugh, who asked him to allow him to
put itinto a distinct form. The motion then
put amounted to a distinet question—That the
honorable member who had held the office of
Treasurer had vacated his seat in the
House. What honorable member inthe House
was there who did not then feel that it was
the expense of the office as much as any thing
else which they had to consider? They felt
they could not sanction that extra expendi-
ture upon the country, that their constituents
would not allow it, and more than that, that
the office itself was not required. He affirmed,
and the nineteen members out of the twenty-
four or twenty-five who were present on that
occasion entertained mno other opinion,
that it was a piece of dodging to bring back
the honorable gentleman as a member of the
Government. They knew he had been
snatched from the ranks of the Opposition
and that he had not been @’accord with his
colleagues ; they felt that an insult had been
cast upon the House, and that a bribe had
been offered to the honorable member to
return to the Ministry, which he had
announced himself he had left, and left with
pleasure. Could all that be forgotten? Could
the House, with that history before it, refuse
to recognise the necessity for passing such
an amendment as had been moved? Would
it be believed that such an offence, fresh in
the memory of three-fourths of the members
of that House, could be condoned ? Hehoped
it would cease to be a record of the Parlia-
ment of this eolony that such proceedings
were permitted. He was not satisfied with
the Address because he was not satisfied
with the Governor’'s Speech. He thought
it singularly wanting in information, that
it would give general dissatisfaction when
read, and that it held out no hope to
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those who were looking to this colony of
any improvement in the Government of the
country. There were hundreds waiting to
embark their capital and energy in the colony,
but they would never do so until they were
convinced that it contained in it sufficient
ability to form a second Government. The
honorable member who moved the amend-
ment had read the House one or two valuable
lessons, and had read a letter which, in his

estimation, amounted to pure eloquence and |

patriotism. It offended him—nay, more, it

aggrieved him very much—to think that a |

gentleman who could write in such a strain
should be mentioned in a tone of derision by
the occupants of the ministerial benches.
Was it to be proclaimed to the other colonies
that a respectable man who had embarked
capital in this colony was to be looked upon
as its common enemy, and that his advice
was to be ridiculed and disregarded? He
considered the letter worthy of being a record
of the House, and thought it should have
been treated with marked respect; for it was
not until scores and hundreds of such able
thinkers and advisers as the writer settled in
Queensland that there would be any hope for
the colony. ~ Population was charming to
witness, provided it could support itself; butb
a population without capital would be a curse
to the colony. Unless the two went hand in
hand, it would be as easy to make the country
prosperous as to get blood out of a stone.
There was one portion of the Speech to which
he must refer before he sat down, because he
must again protest against any deception.
It was that part in which His Excellency
invited attention—

“to a few remarkable results exhibited by the
Statistical Register for Queensland for 1866, just
compiled.”

But it was to the concluding portion of the
paragraph that he more particularly wished
to refer—

“ And yet it is to be regretted that in 1866 the
colony had oceasion to mmport grain and other
agricultural produce of those descriptions that are
now being grown in the colony to the value of
£370,157.”

Well, of course, it was a lamentable thing,
especially to the non-traders or protectionists,
that so much money should go out of the
country for cereals; but the inference he
drew from that paragraph, and which he
believed it was intended to convey, viz., that
there was within the colony the possibility
of averting the expenditure of that large sum
of money for the necessaries of life, was
unjustifiable. He wished that were the case,
but he would appeal to those who were
experienced in such matters to say whether
it would not be almost impossible to grow
sufficient grain to feed the people at such a
price as they could afford to give for it. And
more than that, he contended that if such
restrictive measures were passed as would
prevent the importation of wheat and flour
into the colony to any extent, the colony

[ASSEMBLY.]

1

to Opening Speech.

would be brought into a state, if not of
absolute starvation, at any rate, to such a
state, that in consequence of the alteration
in the price of the first necessary of life, the
:Eeople would not be able to buy suflicient to

eep them in ordinary health. It was a
delusion to put forth such a statement. It
was an ad captandum argument put forward
in connection with free selection, and it would
be wrong for the House to submit toit. Even
if wheat could be grown in sufficient quan-

| tilies, if the climate answered as well as

the land, at a price which would be sufi-
cient to pay them, there were other uses
to which the land could De put; there was
the growth of cotton and sugar, which might
possibly, and he believed would, succeed
and aid the prosperity of the ecolony. It
would be a misfortune if all the farmers in
the colony, whether they were many or few,
devoted themselves to the growth of cereals.
It was well known that a good crop of maize
in this colony ruined the grower; and there-
fore he said it was a delusion which ought
not to be sanctioned. He did not think it
would Dbe possible to avoid sending out
£300,000 or £400,000 annually for food, nor
did he think it would be politic; but he
thought a vast amount of injury might be
done if a number of people were attracted to
the colony with the idea that by settling
down on the Darling Downs and growing
wheat, they would prosper. He did not
think ten individuals could be found in the
colony who had done so. He intended to
vote for the amendment, and lhe thought he
had given ample reason, without going into
matters of detail affecting the colony gene-
rally, to shew that he was perfectly justified.
He Dbelieved that the separate department of
a Minister for Works was not required in
this colony. He believed the creation of the
office was at variance with the promise given
by the Premier to the House, that that
expense should not be entailed upon the
country. He believed it had been incurred,
and the office separated, from a political
necessity ; and with that conviction, it would
be impossible for him to do otherwise than
support the amendment. If the honorable
gentleman who occupied the position of
Secretary for Works had taken his own place
and followed his own bent, he might have
been. Premier, or, at any rate, the certain
future Premier of the best Government the
colony had ever produced. But what was
the position which he now occupied P—that of
a condemned member of the House. With
all the respect, all the admiration for his
character, which honorable members enter-
tained, they could only look upon him as a
condemned member. The last session had
been closed by a declaration that he had
vacated his seat, which he felt was a severe
reflection on the honorable member; and he
trusted that if the motion before them were
carried, he would obey the wishes of the
House, and not only throw up his office, but
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ask to be allowed to refuse the pay which | cerials could be grown on the Darling Downs

was supposed to be attached to 1t. The
honorable member must feel that it was the
desire of the country that the expenditure
should not Dbe entailed upon it; and, mno
doubt, with that chivalry which characterised
the honorable gentleman, he would at once
say to his colleagues, ©“ I will have none of
your company, and join in none of your
schemes.” It was the duty of the Govern-
ment and the House to commence retrench-
ment in the proper place; and he thought a
lesson should be read to the Ministry, and
they should be taught that, which the last
Parliament would not have permitted, if it
had existed for another day, would not be
allowed by the present Parliament. He
thanked honorable members sincerely for
listening to him so patiently ; and he hoped
that, having himself’ endeavored to avoid all
personalities—of which he had so often been
the subject—other honorable members would
follow his example, and endeavor, at the com-
mencement of thesession,torefrain from them.

Mr. Groox said that, as usual, whenever
the honorable member for Maryborough
addressed the House upon any subject of
vital importance to the colony, he entered
upon a number of other questions which had
nothing whatever to do with it. The honor-
able member had decried agriculture in no
measured terms; and unless his statements
were contradieted, it would again go forth
to the world that the colony of Queensland
would not grow cereals, and was only fit
for a large sheep walk. Such arguments
he maintained were wholly fallacious, even
although they were based upon such docu-
ments as had been quoted that evening.
The honorable memberqhad affirmed that the
statement in the Speech that £370,000 had
been sent out of the colony for breadstuffs
which could be grown in 1t, had been put
forward with a delusive object. He thought
he had not misunderstood the honorable
member, and that he had defied any one to
name ten individuals who had made a living
by growing wheat. If thehonorable member
would pay a visit to the Darling Downs—
he had only seen him there once—and
especially to Warwick, he would there see
a great many individuals, not ten, but hun-
dreds, who were making a living out of
wheat, and intended to continue doing so.
He had listened to the observations of the
honorable member with regret, because the
honorable member represented a consti-
tuency which was particularly interested in
the promotion of agriculture. It was said
that on the banks of the Mary there were
large tracts of land suitable for agricultural
purposes. Cotton could bhe grown there
luxuriantly ; sugar also; and other products
of the kind. It was not to be denied that
the Darling Downs were situated on a higher
elevation than the town of Maryborough ;
and while cotton and sugar could be grown
on the banks of the Mary, wheat and other

P

with great advantage—if proper facilities were
held out to the growers—and in sufficient
quantities to supply the whole of this colony.
He had heard it stated on several occasions
that the Darling Downs would not grow
wheat ; that, in point of fact, it would not
even grow a cabbage. He believed two
honorable members of that House on one
occasion waited upon the Secretary for
‘Works as a deputation, to request that the
railway fares might be reduced to enable
certain farmers of East Moreton to visit the
Royal Agricultural Show at Toowoomba, and
he believed the request was acceded to, and
the reduction made. Now, he happened to
come across some of those farmers who came
up expressly to see the produce exhibited ;
and although the agricultural exhibits were
small—as they always would be as long as
that society rejoiced in its present royal
pastoral designation—yet, if the people in
the distriet could not exhibit a cabbage, they
certainly exhibited a cauliflower, which was
grownin theneighborhood of Toowoomba,and
weighed 15 Ibs. The royal association did not
even award a prize for that production, but it
was exhibited to shew what eould be done in
that line at least. In connection with the
growth of wheat, he might observe that the
local soclety had offered a national prize for
the best sample of wheat grown in any part of
the colony, to be exhibited in January, 1868,
for which there were twenty-six competitors.
One difficulty which existed in connection
with wheat growing was the difficulty in
carrying it to a market. Flour could be con-
veyed from Adelaide to Queensland for
twenty-five shillings per ton, whereas, under
the present railway charges, the cost would
be fifty shillings between Ipswich and Too-
woomba. Then, again, another thing had to
be taken into consideration, that when
farmers in this colony had to contend with
South Australia, they had to contend with an
old and long established colony. Very large
arcas were already under cultivation there,
whereas Queensland was but in its infancy.
And as long as it was mnecessary for
the intending agriculturist to go into
the auction room and compete with large
capitalists for the land, Queensland would
never be able to compete with the
other colonies. The honorable member for
the Burnett could not have quoted a worse
illustration than the letter he had read from
Mr. King, Whenever one or two farmers
went into an auction room, they were sure
to be met by large capitalists, and it was
utterly useless for any single farmer to com-
pete with them. The letter in question,
which he hoped would be published in
¢ Hansard,” was from an individual who had
expended some £5,000 in the purchase of
land orders, and had then attended the land
sale at Toowoomba, and driven away every
small farmer who wished to purchase. Of
course, every credit must be given to the
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patriotic individual, who proposed to lay out
£10,000 in the colony, but, unfortunately for
that patriot, he bad not an opportunity of
doing so. Itwas pretty well known that,under
the Leasing Aet, no person could purchase
movre than 2,500 acres, but he could mention
two honorable members of that House
who had lent their names upon that occasion,
and been put down for 2,500 acres each, by
which the object of the Act was defeated.
Another thing must also be taken into con-
sideration ;—the reserves at first selected in
that district, were from fifteen to twenty
miles away from Toowoomba, in a densely
timbered locality, where it would cost £20 or
£30 to clear the timber and prepare the land ;
while the land which this patriotic individual
bought up had scarcely ten trees upon
it per acre. The honorable member for the
Burnett stated, last evening, that the indi-
vidual referred to had departed from the
colony, and had expressed his regret that he
had not left a thousand pounds behind him.
No doubt the colony would deeply regret
having lost his thousand pounds; but if
sympathy were to be expressed for him, it
should also be expressed for others; and he
(Mr. Groom) could mention names and supply
data which would be borne out by other
persons, to shew that, as soon as the Southern
and Western Railway had been completed,
and the line taken possession of, many persons
were desirous of settling in the neighborhood.
Among others, was one of the engineers, who
possessed capital to the estent of somewhere
about £3,000 or £4,000. He rode over the
land which was advertised for sale on a certain
day, and selected some two or three thousand
acres which he intended to occupy. But what
did he find? When he went into the auction
room, and bid for the first lot, five or six
persons in the room fastened their eyes upon
}ﬁm and bid against him, and he allowed the
first three or four lots to pass. Again, when
he commenced to bid, he was again assailed
and run up, until he finally walked out of the
room disgusted, and it was probable that he
and his family would shortly leave the colony
for Victoria. There was a case in point, a
practical illustration of the injury the colony
would sustain by these model patriots,
such as the gentleman whose letter had been
read by the honorable member for the
Burnett, and referred to in such glowing
terms by the honorable member for Mary-

borough. He must confess that he entirely |

concurred in the observations made on the
previous day by the honorable member for
East Moreton, 1 moving the adoption of the
Address, and he was quite sure they would
aflord the honorable member’s constituents,
as well as every town and suburban consti-
tuency in the colony, unmixed satisfaction to
learn that at last the House possessed a
member who was prepared to raise his voice
in DLebalf of the agricultural interest. He
found that if population were taken as the
basis of representation, it would be utterly
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impossible, unless a re-distribution of elec-
torates took place, to expect any land law of
a liberal character from the House, as it was
utterly impossible that the business before
the House could be attended to, when
the greeds of office were more considered
than the interests of the country. He
would not have risen at this early stage of
the debate, were it not for the observations
of the honorable member for the Burnett,
Mr. Mackenzie, upon the letter of Mr. King,
wherein it was stated that certain lands of
Gowrie run had been withdrawn from sale in
obedience to a telegram from himself (Mr.
Groom) to the Minister for Lands. He now
stated most emphatically that he never sent
a telegram to the honorable  gentleman
having reference to lands for sale at Gowrie ;
nor did the Minister for Lands send him any
telegram that he had withdrawn lands from
sale. The honorable member for the Burnett
had been somewhat misinformed; yet, from
Lis statements, it was utterly impossible to
ascertain whether the honorable member was
referring to Gowrie run or to some land on
which the eyes of two or three hundred
persons had been some time fixed, known as
Cambooya Reserve.

V’ll‘he Hon. R. R. Mackexzie: No; Eton

ale.

Mr. Groox : Perhaps the honorable gen-
tleman had not visited the locality. Xton
Vale and Cambooya Reserve were almost
identical, the one Laving formed part of the
other. When the Minister for Lands went
to the Downs, accompanying His Excellency
the Governor, a deputation from a public
meeting of theinhabitants of Drayton waited
upon him and pointed out that Cambooya
had been surveyed, and, they believed,
designedly so, in such large lots that mo
farmer could purchase an acre of it; and
subsequent to that interview the following
letter, addressed to the Minister fur Lands,
appeared in one of the papers published at
Toowoomba :—

“Tue CanBooyA RESERVE.
“To the Hon. Joshua Peter Bell, Minister
for Lands.
“ Per favor of the Toowoomba Chronicle.

“Sir—You will, T am sure, pardon the liberty
I take in now addressing you, but the subject
which has induced me to take up the pen is one
so closely interwoven with the best and dearest
intevests of this portion of the colony, that I am
sure you will take in good part the few words I
now address to you. You are reported to be a
liberal-minded squatter, and the fact thet you
have been twice returned by a popular comsti-
tuency, is, perhaps, sufficient proot that rumor
has reported correctly, and that hence you will
receive any advice tendered to you in connection
with your office.

“You are, I presume, well acquainted with the
Cambooya Reserve, in the District of Drayton,
and that on the 11th of this month 1,000 acres of
this reserve will be offered for sale by public
auction. It is, however, possible that you are not
aware that 5,000 acres of this reserve have been
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surveyed, and that for some reason which requires
explaining, only 1,000is open for public sale.
There have been numerous inquiries for this land,
made, not by speculators, but by men who will,
bona fide, occupy and cultivate the soil. Their
disappointment, however, can be gathered, when
I inform you that it has been hinted to these
men that they can save themselves any trouble,
because the owners of Eton Vale station intend
to purchase every acre of it, and have bought up
land orders for that purpose. This is, sir, a
erying injustice. The Leasing Bill passed in the
sossion of 1866, and which, by your recent procla-
mation of agricultural reserves you have declared
inoperative, is acknowledged by all a failure.
And yet you now announce 1,000 acres of the
finest land in this colony for sale by auction on
the 11th June, under the very Act which you,
by vour recent proclamation, say can be easily
evaded. You, I have no doubt, ure aware, that
the Cambooya Reserve comprises land of the very
best description. Hundreds of farmers and prac-
tical men say it is the finest in the colony for
agricultural purposes. By mature, it is adapted
for agricultural purposes. Al the other lands in
and around Drayton and Toowoomba are thickly
timbered, but at Cambooya are thousands of acres
ready for the plough. The land has only to be
ploughed, sowed with seed, and forthwith we
have the produce. The owners of Eton Vale
station say— We require all this land for cur
flocks—we do not require farmers—we do mnot
require the cotton planters ; but we say the land is
oursbyright, if not by purchase, and we have deter-
mined to buy up every acre for squatting purposes.’

“It is now in your power, sir,to decree the

law, and in your hand the issue remains. I trust,
sir, for your sake, and for that of the colony, that
you will, in the face of a general election, consent
to withdraw the Cambooya land from sale. Iask
you is it not better to see the Cambooya lands
occupied by hundreds of sturdy yeomanry than
occupied as the grazing ground of a flock of
sheep ? Be, sir, true to your interests. Be true
to your country, which country is prepared to
secure you in your present position, so long as
you shew your inclination to benefit all classes of
the community. If you now, sir, will withdraw
the proclamation of the land at Cambooya, for
sale on the 11th of June, until the next Parlia-
ment decides the new land laws, you will confer a
real benefit on the agricultural community.
“T am, sir, yours obediently,
“A FARMER.
“ Drayton, June 1st, 1867.”

‘What took place at the interview between
the Minister and the deputation—which
comprised the Mayor, Mr. Handcock, and
Mr. Allen—he was not in a position to state,
further than that the deputation came to him
(Mr. Groom) afterwards and stated to him
what they said they had represented to the
Minister for Lands ; and, thereupon, he wrote
a letter to the Government on the subject,
and in answer received a telegram—the
only telegram he ever received from the
Minister for Lands in connection with lands
on Darling Downs :—
¢ Brisbane, 8th June, 1867.

“Too late to communicate with you, yesterday.

The land referred to is in the town reserve and
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must go to auction. The same risk of purchase
by lessees must exist, whether a postponement
takes place or not. A large sale in that neighbor-
hood will soon be proclaimed.

“Josgva P. Brrvn.”

The honorable gentleman would bear him
out, when he stated that no telegram passed

. from him to the Minister for Lands with
i reference to lands at Gowrie.

‘When the
land sale did take place, nine thousand acres
passed into the hands of one person for
grazing purposes. A public indignation
meeting took place at Tpswich, and a request
was forwarded from it to the Government to

voclaim the whole Darling Downs, and

ast and West Moreton, one agricultural
reserve. He believed he was correct in
stating that the honorable member for the
Burnett, Mr. Mackenzie, decried free selec-
tion in New South Wales—that he objected
to the principle of free selection. He held
in his hand a speech delivered by the Colonial
Secretary of New South Wales, who, at one
time, was by no means an advocate for free
selection, either before or after survey; but,
in addressing his constituents at Kiama, on
the 17th June last, he spoke in the following
strong terms. As had been properly remarked
by the honorable mover of the Address, our
revenue was not equivalent to our expenditure,
and the colony must depend on some foreign
source to pay the interest on the public debt.
Mr. Parkes said—

“I think the credit of the country stands
higher now than it has for some time past. The
very last mail brought us intelligence that our
outstanding securities had sold in the London
market at a very good figure. The Government
at the present time have a pretty good supply of
money to carry oub necessary improvements. In
the midst of all this we have had people scttling
on the land of the country under that beneficial
Act, the Land Alienation Act. I never realised
the value of that Act until the last year or two,
during which time I have visited different parts
of the country. I am mnot going to speak in
extravagant terms of this measure, but I will say
that it has been the means of placing industrious
families where they never would have been but
for this measure. It has enabled them to find out
spots of land suitable for them, to provide home-
steads for themselves, and by raising produce of
various kinds to increase the wealth of the
country. I question very much whether that
district of "which we have heard so much, not
far from here—the district of Wingecarribee—
would ever have been settled by an agricultural
population on the surveys and reports of Govern-
ment surveyors. Looking at the experience we
have had from them, I question whether land in
that district would have been measured out for
agricultural settlement if not discovered by the
settlers themselves. Unquestionably a number
of places that are now converted into profitable
plots of ground, and on which comfortable home-
steads are erected, would have been overlooked
by the official pioneers. 'This is a state of things
for which we ought to be thankful ; for, above all
things, we want population spread over the
country. * ® & ¥ % Ag far as this
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most important of all questions, the land ques-
tion, is concerned, I trust that future legisla-
tion will he directed to affording greater
facilities for families to settle om the land,
while T would avoid committing injury to any
other elass in the country. I hope that this will
be the main object of legislation on this subjeet ;
and I trust that as far as our pastoral tenants ave
concerned, that we shall get from them a rent
more just in relation to the other classes of
society. The question is one so large and so very
difficult to treat on account of conflicting interests
which it embraces, that it will always be one of
- greab popular concern, and ought to be regarded
by all classes with jealousy and great caution-
ness. I would never give my support to any
measure that hiad not for its objects the ends
which I have endeavored to point out, as I see
10 hope for the country except by the settling it
with a virtuous and industrious population. I
do not know whether any of the gentlemen
present entertain the opinion that we have too
many people in the country—I for one do not.
If we had four million people instead of four
hundred thousand, everyone would be better off.”
Mr. Parkes cited the following case, which
might be taken as having special application
to the one quoted by the Lionorable member
for Burnett, that of Mr. King, of Gowrie:—

“On the Murray River we have a district
extending from miles below Wagga Wagga up to
Albury, that would support ten millions of people.
You may drive for a hundred miles and find the
country like an English park. The land every-
where 1s rich, and capable of producing almost
everything ; and when anyone tells me that this
land ought to be preserved for pastoral purposes,
he tells me what is contrary to my common-sense.
‘While in that district T became acquainted with
a squatting property of a little more than
100,000 acres. This was occupied by a gentle-
man who with his family and servants were
strangers to the city of Sydney, and could hardly
be persuaded that such a ecity existed. They
came out to Melbourne, negotiated the purchase
of the station in Melbourne, purchased all their
supplies in Melbourne, and when they took a
holiday they spent it in Melbourne. Every ounce
of wool was taken to Melbourne, and all they
got from Sydney was Mr. Robertson’s Land Act,
and the Government Gazette. They occupied
100,000 acres, and every acre of it was fit for
agricultural settlement. They had a frontage to

that mnoble river the Murray; and out of the |

beautiful cedar which there is abundant, they had
built a little palace. There was abundance of
waterfowl in the neighborhood, and almost every
advantage enjoyed by a retirecl gentleman in the
mother country was there to the hand of this
squatber and his family. For this magnificent
estate they paid to the Government the sum of
some £120 a year. The free selectors at Winge-
carribbee have taken wup about 30,000 acres of
land, and supposing that they have only paid
their deposits, they amount to £7,500, and they
are now paying interest to the Grovernment at the
rate of five per cent,, which adds to the national
income £1,125 per annum.
a better rent than the squatter pays for his
100,000 acres.”

Now I think this is |
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from free selection ; it had been corroborated
by the present Minister for Lands, in New
South Wales, Dr. Wilson, who told the
squatters of Riverina, at a banquet given by
them to Sir John Young, that, after what he
had seen, they need not now expect the
repeal of the Free Selection Act. It was a
current rumor that some gentlemen from
Vietoria had gone to the Darling Downs, and
had offered £5,000 for a run there, which,
with a five years’ tenure, paid only £250 a
year to the Government. That shewed
plainly—and it applied equally to Eton Vale,
Gowrie, ‘and other runs on the Darling
Downs—that the Government must look for
an enormously-increasing revenue from that
part of the colony. The accruing interest on
the public debt must be provided for. IHe
was prepared to take his share of the blame
for past extravagance; but the House had
been misled by false and fictitious reports laid
on the table, particularly in regard to the
railway policy of the country. Honorable
members had been sent to this Assembly to
repair the injuries of the past, and to see if
they could mnot tide the colony over its
difficulties, and direct a_flow of population
again to these shores. He was thoroughly
convinced that it was bare justice for the
districts through which the railways passed
to be made bear the greatest part of the
burden of debt ineurred in the construction
of the line. If it were true, as the honorable
member for Maryborough had stated, that
agriculture would never pay, then it would
be impossible to induce an agricultural
population to settle on the Downs.

Mr. WaisH, in explanation, said that what
he had stated was, that they were beguiling
people to go on the Downs who were not
mduced to go there to produce an article of
export.

Mr. Gurooum accepted the honorable
member’s explanation.  “Hansard” told
strange tales—he had not explained himself
so clearly before. But, with regard to his
statements of this evening, sapposing, for the
sake of argument, that wheat would not pay
for growing, and admitting that the farmers
had not equal facilities for bringing their
produce to the seaboard; — fortunately, there
was an artery extending to the Darling
Downs, and veins of that artery extending to
Dalby, westward, and to Warwick, southward.
Ifthe Downs were not adapted for agriculture,
they were for pastoral occupation; and the
railways must be used for the conveyance of
wool from that country to the port of
shipment. He (Mr. Groom) must say,
therefore, that the railways had been con-
structed simply for the conveyance of pastoral
produce from the Downs. What benefit
would Bowen, Rockhampton, and the other
districts of the north, derive from them ?
To get over the difliculty of paying the
interest on our debt, it was worth consider-

That, he (Mr.Groom) contended, wasapractical | ing, whether the runs on the Downs, which

Hlustration of whatwould accrue to this colony

were now paying a ridiculously low rent,
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compared with runs in the outlying districts,
should not be submitted to public competition.
He was confident that if they were so sub-
mitted, their productiveness would be greatly
accelerated, and the revenue from them con<
siderably enhanced,
be given for the opening up of many
channels of industry, besides public works,
affording employment for labor.  Of course,
the subject would demand a good deal of
attention and trouble, and there would be
much conflict of opinion, before an adjust-
ment was effected. So it was in South
Australia ; but the public spirit of the

Parliament supported Mr. Goyder's valua- |

tions of the runs. It was hard to understand
why exception was taken to the Government
for the third paragraph of the Speech. They
contended that certain lands were worth, for
agriculture, half-a-crown an acre ; for which
lands the pastoral tenants paid about a
farthing an acre. He (Mr. Groom) was
prepared to support that part of the Govern-
ment policy, and he considered that what
was stated in that paragraph provided a
sufficient safeguard against the errors of the
Leasing Act. He did not believe what had
been said by the honorable member for
Maryborough—that it was unparalleled for
a detail of the principles of the Land Bill to
be contained in the Governor’s Speech. He
had attended Parliament for four sessions,
and never before heard a complaint against
the Speech for being explicit. The complaint
had ever been that Governor’s speeches were
like Minister’s letters-—vague and unintel-
ligible. The present Speech was so plain
that one could run and read, and it would be
understood by the people; it was one with
which he cordially agreed, and he should
endeavor to support it as far as he could—
with certain reservations, which he would
state presently. The time had arrived when,
without resorting to a census, it was necessary
to provide for the additional representation
of the people.  The Statistical Register
had just been laid on the table. e hoped
it would never be so late again; for it was a
document which, from the important informa-
tion it contained, should be placed in the
hands of honorable members immediately on
the assembling of Parliament, early in” the
year. He found these startling facts
exhibited :—There were fifteen members
returned to the Assembly, representing
9,824 electors ; and seventeen members,
representing but 5,437 electors. He found
that, at the end of 1866, the district of
Buruett contained 303 electors, returning
two representatives ; the distriet of Western
Downs contained 268 electors, also returning
two representatives ; Leichhardt contained
226 electors, returning two representa~
tives ; Warrego contained 79 electors,
returning one representative; and Mitchell,
with 101 electors, returned one representa-
tive. That shewed 977 electors, returning
eight representatives. West Moreton, with

and facilities would -
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1,485 electors, returned three representatives ;
East Moreton, with 1,723 electors, had but
two representatives ; and Rockhampton, with
1,528 electors, only one representative. So
that the three last-mentioned electorates,
with an aggregate of 4,736 electors, returned
hut six representatives ; while the five first
named, with 977 electors, returned eight
representatives.  Those were facts which
could be verified by any honorable member;
and they afforded sufficient grounds for
iminediate action by the House m the recon-
struction of the electorates, or the passing of an
Additional Members Bill. What did they find
under the present state of things? AtWarrego
election, there were four gentlemen present
besides the returning officer. Had there
been opposition—two electors nominating
one candidate, and two the other—the con-
ditions of the Constitution Act could not
have been complied with, for there were too
few electors present to demand a poll. The
Mitchell election was worse than that. He
spoke under correction; but if his informa-
tion was correct, there were onlythree persons
present at the last nomination—not enough
to bring forward an opposition candidate.
The electorates must either be reconstructed,
or additional members be granted to the most
populous—East and West Moreton, Darling
Downs, and one or two others. He hoped
that would be done, no matter what Govern-
ment were in power. Referring to the
amendment of the honorable member for the
Burnett, he was prepared to support it, in so
far as it objected to the appointment of a
sixth minister ; but not in the invidious way
in which it was worded. It was not for any
honorable member to bring before the House
an amendment singling out any individual
minister for their censure. If the Ministry
deserved censure at the hands of the House
they must be to blame collectively, not in-
dividually. If, after a time, the honorable
gentleman brought forward a motion setting
forth that a sixth minister must not have a
seat in Parliament, he (Mr. Groom) would
support him. It was a matter of perfect
indifference to him, individually, who was in
power; but certainly the country did not
expect that honorable members would engage
in party or personal squabbles, while
hundreds of people were going to' ruin and
desolation. It could not be disguised, that
the prosperity of the colony had waned;
nobody could walk through the streets of
Brisbane without being struck with the
change from the busy scene they presented
four years ago. What was the cause of that
change ? The people said, the only remedy
was to open up the public lands, Before the
House talked about a change of Government,
they ought to do what the people in all parts
of the colony were erying out for—open the
lands. If that was done, he was pre-
pared to consider, at another time, whether
or not the Government deserved the confi-
dence of the House. Inthepresent embarrass-
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ment of the colony,and looking at the number
of members in the House, he did not think
the additional minister was required. If
the newspapers were ecorrectly informed,
that no money was to be voted for roads and
public works, the Ministry would soon have
nothing to do, and would be able, as the
honorable member for the Burnett said, to
go down to the Bay in the steamer ¢ Kate” on
pleasure trips. “ Measures, not men,” were
the objects which every member should
steadily look to. Regarding the evils that had
already been brought to pass by hasty
and hostile legislation, they should alil
unite to promote the prosperity of the
country. Whether the present Ministry
remained in power, or honorable members
opposite formed the Government to-morrow,
what hewoulddo would he——support measures
irrespective of the men that originated them.
He hoped that the result of those delibera~
tions would conduce to the establishment of
the prosperity of the country, by throwing
open the lands to all comers.

Mr. Ramsay was unprepared to address
the House on the question before them ; but,
having heard the statements made by the
honorable member who just sat down, it was
impossible for him, with the information he
possessed, to allow them to pass uncontra-
dicted. That honorable member had stated
that Mr. King, of Gowrie, had taken u
2,560 acres of land in his own name, an
that two other gentlemen, friends of his, had
taken up equal quantities for him in their
names, purposely evading the Aect. Mr.
King had taken up no land under the Leasing
Act; every acre he took up was purchased.
Another statement was, that Mr. King had
bought the land orders with which he paid
for ﬁis land at half-price. INothing of the
kind occurred. For £18 land orders, £15
was the price paid; and £11 for £12 land
orders. 1t was of no consequence to the
House what private business was carried on
outside ; but it was of great importance that
honorable members should not make state-
ments without sufficient information. He
wag very sorry that the first time he had to
address the House, he had to eall attention
to such gross mis-statements as had come
from the honorable member for Drayton and
Toowoomba. That honorable member had
further said, that at a land sale which
recently took place at Cambooya, a great
many intending purchasers attended, but
that nobody could buy; because the lots were
so large. He (Mr. Ramsay) was prepared to
say, that none of the lots at that sale were
larger than eighty acres. On that occasion,
two areas of land were offered for sale—one
at Drayton, anl the other at Cambooya.
Great competition took place for the land at
Drayton, some of it going up to £3 an acre;
and for every lot there was spirited bidding.
As soon as that sale was over, the room
cleared, and there were not four persons to
attend the sale of the Cambooya lots. He
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was unopposed, except for two lots, and he
got every lot but those, -at the upset price of
£1 an acre. Was it to be supposed, if the
Eeople wanted that land, they would have let

im get it? They would have opposed him,
or anybody else, as they opposed one
another. There were no bidders, because
the people knew what land it would pay them
to settle upon ;—that would not pay them,
though it suited him, because he had pur-
chased some other land near it. He was
opposed for the only lot on which the rock
cropped out; and on turning round in
astonishment to the man who was bidding
against him, and asking him what he wanted
it for, the man said *“for agriculture!”
That was absurd ; he could not have known
the land at all.

Mer. Frrzsimmoxs regretted that he had
not had an opportunity of studying the
Governor’s Speech, but he arrived in town
only this morning. The honorable member
for Drayton and Toowoomba. laid great stress
on the third paragraph, from which it would
appear that the lands were to be set free
from obstructions ; though the next sentence
almost set forth that the terms of occupation
were to be residence and cultivation, How
those terms could be made to agree, he (Mr.
Fitzsimmons) eould not understand. His
opinion was, that a man ought not to be
restricted in his acquisition of land by any
conditions ; but be able to do as he pleased
with it when he bad paid for it. Every
squatter in the House agreed that the law
regulating the alienation of Crown lands
wanted improving and simplifying; the

! gquatters had offered long ago to do away

with the obstruetive conditions, but they
could not abolish them. As for the Speech
itself, there was nothing in it worth notice ;
the Government had, intentionally, he
believed, omitted every single thing which
could be of interest to the public. If any
reference had been made to the debt of the
colony, or to the manner in which the
interest on the debt was to be paid, that
would have been interesting. It was with a
bad grace the Ministry had omitted all men-
tion of the gold fields, and of the appoint-
ment of a sixth Minister, and of the necessity
for doing justice to the northern districts.
The north had often been insulted by the
Government, but never so grossly as when
the Colonial Secretary stood up and made
gsome reference to increased representation
for West Moreton, with a population of 1,400
odd, and three representatives, but not the

-glightest word for Rockhampton with a

population of 10,000—6,000 in the town, and
4,000 on the diggings—and only one member.
But that was in keeping with the conduet of
the present Government. The honorable
Premier might rest assured that endurance
had certain limits—the limit had been
reached in the northern districts. It was
now for the House to determine, whether
further acts of injustice were to be permitted,
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and the northern distriets be forced to
stand up in opposition to the constituted
anthorities. There was no part of the world
in which the Government had had such a
baneful and destructive effeet on the interests
of a country as in Queensland ; where every
species of hypocrisy had been exercised by
the men in power, and only now, when they
had effected its ruin, were they being found
out. The Government should have come
forward with some specific remedy for the ill-
effects that had resulted from their kidnap-
ping of immigrants. The Colonial Secretary
had, at Ipswich, made capital out of the land
question, when he stated he was engaged
in “a hand to hand fight ” for the public
lands. But he did not state with whom he
was engaged ;—doubtless, he had been fight-
ing with some ghostly creation of his own
mind, conjured up in the contemplation of the
“dead men” who had, with the Govern-

honorable gentleman. He (Mr. Fitzsimmons)
was determined to oppose the Govern-
ment in every possible way, and he thought
this was the proper time to test their
strength.

The Hon. R. Prive: This House has now
haditsattentionoccupied for some considerable
time in debating on the Address moved and
seconded in reply to the Speech delivered by
HisExcellency yesterday; and to the Address
exception has been taken in the form of an
amendment proposed by my honorable eol-
league the member for the Burnett, Mr.
Mackenzie. In dealing with the guestion
before the House, namely, the amendment, I
shall not take it upon myself to criticise either
the Speech orthe Address, because I conceive
that their consideration is not the question now
before the House, or the question which the
Housewill be called on in a short space of time
to decide. If I were induced at the present
moment to pass any remarks on the
addresses, or speeches made by the mover and
seconder, it would be to compliment them
for the able manner in which, so far as their
opinions guided them, they expressed them-
selves on the occasion when they addressed
this House. Those opinions may be good or
bad, either for the welfare of the colony or
otherwise, but it is not any portion of my duty
now to address myself to them. The question
is not whether aland policy of the particular
character shadowed forth by the Govern-
ment in His Excellency’s Speech is a good or
a bad one,—or whether a re-distribution of
the electorates is necessary now or at some
future time. But the question we have
to consider is a question peculiarly applica-
ble to the Parliament, namely—whether the
administration, or rather the administrative

Parliament at this present moment is of such
a character that we can safely trust it to
conduct the affairs of the country and to

carry out the policy which the House enun-~ |
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known that the Government forms the Execu-
tive Couneil, as it is termed, and to them the
administration of the affairs of the colony
during the time the Parliament is mnot
sitbing is entrusted. During the time the
Parliament is not sitting no control can
be exercised over them, or over their
actions ; and, therefore, it is only when
the Parliament is sitting, and during the time
when it can exercise a control over the
Government, that remedial measures must be
taken if a necessity exists for so taking them.
Therefore, T conceive that if any single
honorable member of this Flouse doubts the
capacity. of any existing Government, or
refuses himself to trust them,or has any other
particular and valid ground of objection to
them, he has a perfect right to bring forward
any resolution which he may think fit to
bring forward, without being subject to cavil

i or comment from any other honorable mem-
ment officers, secured the return of the

ber of the House. Therefore, I conceive the
honorable member for the Burnett, my honor-
able colleague, has strictly followed his parti-

| cular duty, if he can see that such a duty

devolved upon him, in bringing the question
before the House at an early period of the
session, that he may himself at least protest
against the present Government, or, I may
say, express his distrust of them. It is not
because the honorable member has proposed
the amendment that the House will carry it.
Tt is not because the honorable member has
given certain reasons why he distrusts the
head of the Government, or distrusts the
Government collectively, that a majority will
concur with him. He may arrive at his conclu-
sions in one way, and other honorable mem-
bers may arrive at the same conclusion but by
a different process of reasoning. But T think
the question before the House is well worthy
of the consideration of this House, though 1t
may not be carried by a majority of this
House. Now, it is a perfect mistake to
think or suppose that, because this resolution
or amendment particularly specifies a parti-
cular member of the Cabinet, exception
should be taken to the particular form of the
amendment. Although the amendment so
far as regards the wording of it particularly
specifies a particular member of the Govern-
ment, it is not defective in that particular
point, because the Government i3 a cor-
porate body, and therefore the whole are
answerable for the acts of every single mem-
ber. But it is well known that the honorable
the Colonial Secretary, who, from his position
of leader, manages the Government, is
selected by the Governor to assist him in
selecting advisers to carry on the Govern-
ment of the country in a constitutional

! manner; and to him is deputed the selecting
power which acts under the direction of |

of proper men for that purpose, and he 1s
answerable for the selection. When he,
who occupies such an office, thinks fit to
resign, all his colleagues resign with him.
They must do so; and he is not required to

clates when it is prorogued. It must be | consult them as to whether he will resign ox
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not. He resigns if he likes, and they have
to follow their leader. I, therefore, come to
the conclusion, that if the head of the
Government has been so guilty of acts that
distrust is felt towards him the expres-
sion of that feeling of distrust towards him
is equivalent to a feeling of distrust in the
whole of the Government; and, therefore,
whether he is singled out by his name or by
his designation of Colonial Secretary, it
matters little for the purposes of this discus-
sion. It is merely a matter of phraseology
and nothing else. I must also here observe
that we are dealing now with the Govern-
ment in its administrative eapacity, and the
question we have to consider in this amend-
ment is this: Has the Government, in the
administration of the affairs of this colony,
shewn itself possessed of sufficient adminis-
trative capacity to warrant the confidence
of this House, and so to be allowed to con-
tinue in office and to further administer the
affairs of the colony for the future? In
considering this question, we shall have to
consider the conduct of the Government
collectively ; not as to what they might do;
not as to what they intend to do, if we are
good boys; but what they have done ; and
so they must be judged by their acts, and by
their acts alone. Not by promises of future
good conduet; mnot by political measures
that are brought forward for the nonce to
glease A or B, or any particular party; not
y the shifting of their ground to please one
clags or another, or doing anything to please
anybody; but by their being able to shew
that they are men possessed of honesty of
purpose, as I hope they will be able to do on
this occasion. I hope they will be able to
shew that they possess suflicient strength of
mind to manage the affairs of the colony, and
to be able to drag it forth from the mire in
which ib is engulphed and restore it to that
position of prosperity which the honorable
member for Toowoomba, Mr. Groom, thinks
the proposed land Bill is likely to restore it
to, but which I do not think it is. I was
surprised, and yet I ought not to say I was
surprised, having heard so many of the
speeches of the honorable member for Too-
woomba, that he should venture to say that
the distress existing in Brisbane is all owing
to the land laws of the colony; and that the
distress would be put an end to by the beau-
tiful land law that is shadowed forth in His
Excellency’s Speech. Now, I ask, can any
reasonable man believe that it was the want
of a good land law that brought the colony
into its present degraded condition? T have
now had the honor of holding a seat in this
House for several years. I have sat here
when the colony was in a high state of
prosperity ; T have sat in this House when
1t was sinking from a position of prosperity ;
I have sat m this House and battled in
the hope that the colony might be dragged
out of the mire; but I only saw it sinking
deeper and deeper. But I never came tothe
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conclusion that a new land Bill was necessary
to bring it round again, else I should
have thought that the wise head of the pre-
sent Government might have produced such
a measure during the three years that he has
held the high post of leader of this House.
If anew land law would be sufficient to save
the colony, why did the administrative
ability of the Honorable the Colonial Secre-
tary—and no one had a better chance than
he had of doing so, while he held the office of
Secretary for Lands and Works, and he held
that office when he took the office of leader
in the Government—why was it that his
administrative ability did not tell him what
kind of a land Bill to introduce two or three
years ago. It appears to me that he had
some kind of idea of a land Bill, but it was
nothing like the one that is shadowed forth
for the present. INot one that would have
the effect of introducing population into the
colony, and thereby retrieving its lost posi-
tion.~ Such was not the kind of a land Bill
that the honorable member proposed to in-
troduee two years ago. I refer to the vaunted
consolidation of the land Acts of the colony
that were for so long trumpeted forth by the
honorable member—a measure which we
were led to believe was to settle the question
for years. That land Bill was debated from
day to day; and I would ask honorable mem-
bers, who were in the House at the time, and
also those who were not in the House at the
time, but who may have read the observations
that were made upon it, if that Bill was at
all like the one which was now to be intro-
duced, and if we were not in the same con-
dition then as we are in now? We werein
the same condition then, for the money was
borrowed though it was not spent. And
why did not the administrative capaeity of
the leader inform him then of what was to
take place. I look on a man who is pos-
sessed of sufficient administrative capacity
as being one who does not legislate for the
day merely, or for the hour; who does not
legislate with the desire merely to retain
office ; who does not resort to every shift and
contrivance of political opinion to keep his
seat. The man who does such things 1s
not the man I wish or desire to see in the
position of leader of this House; and when
we come to look into the career of the honor-
able member we will see whether I am right
or wrong. The honorable member sat down
this evening with that flourish of trumpets,
which I have been long accustomed to hear
when he gets up to make a speech in this
House—

The ATrorNEY-GENERAL here made some
remark.

The Hon. R. Prive: I hope the honor-
able the Attorney-General will desist from
interrupting me.

The Sreaxer: I am sure the honorable
gentleman must see the impropriety of inter-
rupting the honorable member while he is
addressing the House.

&
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The Arrorney-GEnsrar: I will remain
silent. Isthat enough for you? (Cries of
¢ Order, order, and * chair, chair.”)

Mr. Warsm : I really hope the House will
support the Chair; and I, for one, will not
remain in the House if such conduct as that
of the Attorney-General is to be tolerated.

Mr. Sanoeman: I consider, sir, that the
conduct of the Attorney-General towards
yourself just now is perfectly disgraceful, and
that it is the imperative duty of the honor-
able member at the head of the Government
to proteci your position.

The Speaxrr: If the other members of
the Ministry will not endeavor to keep the
Attorney-General quiet, I will be under the
necessity of exercising the authority which
is vested in me by the Standing Orders.

The ArrorNEY-GENERAL: I shall remain

uietb.

The Hon. R. Prive: When I was inter-
rupted, I was observing that the honorable
the Colonial Secretary, after making a speech
in answer to my honorable colleague in the
representation of the Burnett, sat down with
the usual flourish of trumpets which I have
been accustomed to hear from him on similar
occasions ; and the language he made use of
induced me o come to this eonclusion—that
he thinks there is no other man in the colony
like himself, and, therefore, he thinks the
country cannot do without him ; and so he
attempts to ride the high horse in this House
in a similar manner as, if I am correctly
informed, he rides it in the HFxecutive
Council. But I can tell the honorable gentle-
man that the Executive Council and the
Parliament are two different things; and
though he may have a set of Ministers asso-
ciated with him who are ready at all times
to follow their leader, he will not find this
House ready to follow him as their leader.
I can assure the honorable member of that.
The honorable gentleman sat down with a
flourish of trumpets, to the effect that he
did not wish to hold office ; that he did not
seek for office, but that office was thrusé
upon him. But I think I will be able to
shew that the honorable member thrust him-
self into office. He informs us that if the
House ventures to debate on his conduct as
Colonial Secretary, he had better not sit in
Parliament. Now, this is the language of
an honorable gentleman who aspires to lead
the Parliament of Queensland, and who
aspires to continue as one of the councillors
of His Excellency the Governor—the repre-
sentative of Her Majesty the Queen. Why,
it appears to me that the very language used
by the honorable member in the course of
the debate shews that he is unfit for his office.
In using such language, he shews that he is
wanting in dignityand courtesy to this House.

An HonvoraBLE MEMBER : And in manner.

The Hon. R. Prine: No; not in manner.
He is wanting in courtesy in langnage, not
in manner, for he is never discourteous to any
honorable member in manner ; but, I say, he
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is wanting in courtesy in language to this
House. But if I thought fit to rake up old
grievances, I might be able to shew that he
was sometimes, on particular occasions, dis-
courteous in manner. But it is no part of
my purpose to rake up old grievances, and I
do mnot wish, on this ocecasion, to speak of
any honorable member, be he friend or
political opponent, at all in a personal
manner. L desire only to speak of the
political conduet of men, and the very
amendment before the House does nothing
more than ask us to criticise the conduct of
the honorable gentleman at the head of the
Government ; and, therefore, if I am not to
be allowed to criticise his conduect, I had
better not be addressing this House. Now,
it would be well that I should mention to the
House that it is the peculiar duty of Parlia-
ment to take care that those members who
form the administrative portion of it possess
the confidence of a majority of the House;
and when the Parliament comes to consider a
question of this character, it is invited
by a proposition, introduced by any single
member, to consider that question alone, and
no specific charges need be made against the
Government, or any member of 1t. If a
majority of this House feels any distrust in
the administration—if they think that the
Government itself, or any component part of
it, is so weak, that it weakens the corporate
body, and for that reason thinks that the
Government itself, as a body, ought not to
be trusted—that is sufficient ground in itself
for the introduction of an amendment of the
present kind. It has been truly written in
a very good work, * Hearn’s Government of
England,” page 149—

“ Parliament has a preventive as well as a
vindictive power. If it perceive the King in
danger of being misled by weak or by wicked
counsellors, it is bound to interpose its advice
without waiting for the actual oceurrence of the
mischief that it has, or thinks that it has,
cause to anticipate. It votes large sums for the
public service, and duly secures their appropria-
tion ; bubt it may reasonably rvequire to be
satisfied that the agents, by whom these moneys
will be expended, are men not merely of character
but of capacity and skill. The question of
capacity or of incapacity is one of opinion, and
admits also of various degrees. ~Parliament
would, therefore, be excluded from tendering any
advice upon such questions, if it were required to
prove the absolute inefficiency of one Ministry
or the relative superiority of another.”

Now, the Parliament of this day is asked to
consider under this amendment, whether the
present Government possesses that capacity
or not. "Whether the Government is capable
of administering the affairs of the colony,
is a matter of opinion, and that matter of
opinion will be decided by the House, collec-
tively, or by a majority of it. But there
must be some data to guide every individual
member in arriving at that opinion which
he will have to exercise by his vote on this
occasion. And I should like to know how
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this House is to arrive, or how any honor-
able member of it is to arrive, at that
opinion, unless he reviews the conduct of the
Government in dealing with the affairs of
the colony during the late recess, and during
the previous recess,andhow ithasmanaged the
affairs of the colony during its existence. I
should think that that data is the best the
House can take for the purpose; and, there-
fore, I would venture to differ from the
honorable mover of the Address, and the
honorable seconder of it, when, no doubt,
with the very best intention, they advised
this House to bury the hatchet. But it is
not a question of burying the hatchet, and
doing away with old animosities. We can
easily bury the hatchet, so far as regards
matters of opinion, or feeling, that have been
excited in our breasts during former debates.
‘We are not debating any question of debate
raised last session, but we are reviewing the
conduct of a Government that now asks for
a retention of office at our hands. Now, if
we look back for only a short period, I think
I shall be able to shew to the House that the
present Colonial Secretary has, at all events,
shewn himself to be either a very weak man,
or else a very bad politician, or else some-
thing very much worse. I shall go back to
the period when there was—and I do not
think I can go back to a better period than
when there was a re-construetion of the
Cabinet—and that re-construction took place
when the honorable gentleman who held the
office of Colonial Secretary from the com-
mencement of responsible government in
this colony thought fit to retire from the
Government on private grounds. The present
Colonial Secretary had held a post in the
administration for some years. ‘%Ie had left
the Opposition benches to enter on the
Government side, and to enlist himself with
them ; and, having so far inducted himself
into office, he at length filled the office of
Lands and Works, and under his auspices
the present railway system of the colony was
inaugurated—that is, he took the part in
advising that the railway system should be
inaugurated—and when the necessary pre-
liminary steps were taken, and Parlia-
mentary sanction for the construction of
a railway was received, it was to his
department that the carrying out of
those matters was entrusted. Now, the
railway question has been a very vexed
question 1n_this House from the outseb
of it; and, I have no hesitation in saying,
so far as my firm convietion enables me to
judge, that it is to the railway system we
may trace the present bad state of the colony.
The land laws of the colony have never
impeded its prosperity. I repeat, that never
have the land laws of the colony impeded
its prosperity ; and I reiterate at this moment
that if the existing land laws of the colony
had been properly administered by the
Government of the day, they would have
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requirements of the colony in times past;
and, I may even go so far as to say, for years
to come. Itis throwing dustin the eyes of
the people, and it is an attempt to throw
dust in the eyes of some honorable members
of this House, to say that our misery and
wretchedness is to be attributed to bad
legislation on the land question; and that
this Government, by a new land policy, is
prepared to remedy the evil. But have the
Government shewn in IHis Ixcelleney’s
Speech how the evil is to be remedied?
Has the Colonial Secretary and his colleagues
ventured to inform the House of the
important fact Low the interest on the
millions we have borrowed is to be paid?
Has the Colonial Secretary informed the
House that the taxation that was placed on
the colony by his Government at the end of
last year is insufficient to meet the expendi-
ture ? And, if the additional taxation then
imposed, and which now grinds down the
colonists, is insufficient to meet the expendi-
ture, where are we to get the means of paying
the interest on the loan, much less the
principal itself? These are questions which
I, as a member of this House, and as a
colonist, desire to be informed upon. I want
to know, on the opening of a new session,
what has been done with the millions of |
money that we have borrowed? Neither
this Parliament nor the preceding one has
been enlightened on that point, because, by
a series of evolutions, that matter has
always, somehow or other, been kept in the
back ground, and will continue to be kept
in the back ground if the House does not
direct its attention toit. I should have liked
to have seen some mention of that matter in
HisExcellency’s Speech. Lshould havelikedto
have seen some propositions in the Speech,
as to how the poor public creditor of the
colony at home is to be repaid—who thought
the lands of the colony were pledged to him,
poor unfortunate man, when they are nothing
of the sort. I should have lLked to have
been informed how he is to be paid even the
interest on his money. And I should like to
know how, if he should fall into a state of
adversity, and should have to put his deben-
tures on the market—how he is to realise
them, or get one sixpence on the outlay,
which he has been put to on the faith of the
present Government.

An HoxoraBrE MeMBER : On the faith of
the present Government P

The Hon. R. Prixe: Yes, put to on the
faith of the present Government, because
when the railway loan for the extemsion of
the railway from Toowoomba to Warwick
was proposed, and an extra loan was asked
for, myself, and other honorable members, sat
here for several hours one night and battled
to prevent the expenditure of £60,000 or
£70,000 for the extension of the line from
Allora to Warwick. The Government have
got the whole of the money, and they know
they have not the means of paying the
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interest upon the loan. Butthe Government
will not tell the House what they have done
with the money. I know what they will say.
I know they will say it has been spent upon
the railways. But I should like to know
how much Sir Charles Fox has had out of
the loan in the shape of commission. I dare
say he has had £25,000, if he has had a six-
pence—and that for selecting iron and timber,
when there is plenty of timber in the
colony. I would also like to know what
some contractors have had out of the loan
under the contract that was prepared by
the Colonial Secretary when he was Secretary
for Lands and Works ; and which never saw
daylight till it was laid on the table of the
House.. I would like to know how much has
been paid in per centages and commissions
out of the loan. I believe it would be
sickening to know how much has been
paid out of money borrowed at home,
and on which we have not the means of pay-
ing the interest, to say nothing about paying
the principal. Now, I ask if we have not a
right to condemn a Government that refuses
us information on such points, affecting, as
they do, our financial position ? Then, again,
I would like to know how the House, under
such eircumstances, can deal with the land
oQquestion at all ? T would like to know how,
it the lands are pledged to the public creditor,
the House is in a position to deal with them P
‘We ought to know, before we attempt to deal
with them, how much they are pledged for,
and whether it would be safe to deal with
them in any particular manner ; because, to
deal with them in the way proposed may
involve a breach of faith with the public
creditor. Have I not heard the Colonial
Secretary over and over again, when certain
})ropositions were made—have I not heard
him say, © For God’s sake, don't do that, for
we will commit a breach of faith with the
public creditor if we do not vote this sum.”
Now,I say to him do not commit a breach of
faith with the public creditor by asking the
House to legislate in the dark. Before you
ask us to legislate with respect to the lands
which are pledged to the public creditor,
shew us what is our financial position. If
the Government come and shew us that they
are in a position to provide, by a sinking
fund, or by any othermeans, forthe satisfaction
of the debentures in the English market, and
which they have induced Englishmen to take
up and pay their money for, then I say they
are at perfect liberty to deal with the lands
of the colony’ as they like. Then I will go
any length with them in the proposed land
law amendment. But do not ask me to give
my sanction to a Bill for the alienation of the
lands on an annual payment of half-a-crown
an acre for eight years, when, before eight
years are over, you will want all you can get
to meet your debenture liabilities. What
right has the colony to be asked to sell its
lands for eight years at half-a-crown an acre
per annum, when, before another year is over,
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youmay have your bill sent out from England
for the repayment of the millions you have
borrowed in the English market? Then
you will have nothing to pay it with if you
have parted with that bit of property that
might have stood you in the time of need.
But then it will be said—Oh, the Parlia-
ment did it.” 'Well, so far as T am concerned,
I shall take pretty good care the Parliament
shan’t do it without being pretty well advised
as to the finanecial position of the country.
And, now, speaking of theland question itself
~—undoubtedly it is a very grave question in
the eyes of most colonists, and it is one
that should receive the wutmost conside-
ration at our hands. But the great
question is : whether, at this particular period
of our history, we ought not to direct our
attention to more important matters? Now,
perhaps it would be advantageous for me to
ask, by way of query—not the Colonial Secre-
tary, certainly, for I should never get an
answer to the question from him—why this
precious Land Bill is to be introduced on this
particular occasion? Why, when population
has decreased instead of having increased,
when there is also less money in the colony
than there has been at any previous period
since parliamentary government was first
inaugurated—why, when such is the ease, is
this Bill to be mtroduced? Where is the
extraordinary necessity for so many thousands
of acres being thrown open to free selection ?
‘Why, it makes me laugh ; for it is perfectly
farcical for the Colonial Secretary to think
that any man with the smallest share of
brains could not see through his policy, and
that it is for the purpose of securing himself
in office by a majority when he came to meet
the new Parliament. And I will give my
reasons for that view. As I said before, the
honorable member not only thrust himself
into office originally, but has managed to keep
in office by his own great acumen ever since
—and I give him credit for it. 'Well, when
he became Premier, what did he do? He
violated a constitutional prineiple in the first
instance, whieh is this—that a Government
never should go into the ranks of the Oppo-
sition to ask members to join it.

The ATToRNEY-GENERAL: Oh dear!

The Hon. R. Prine: The Attorney-
Greneral may cry “ Oh dear!” if he likes, but
I will give him authority for it; and that is,
again, “Hearn’s Government of England,”
page 194 :—

“The Cabinet is not an ordinary board. Tt is
literally a partnership of Privy Councillors for
administering the Government. If it fail or if it
succeed, its failure or its success is that of the
collective body. Whatever internal difficulties it
may have, its voice and its action are single. If
one of its members should commit any error, or
become involved in any difficulty, the blame
attaches not to him only, but to all those who
either actually coneumrred in his views, or at least
authorised him to act in their behalf. It is need-
less to say that under our existing system a retir
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ing Ministry gives way at once, and in a body, to
its successor. Except in the case of a mere
reconstruction of a Ministry, no member of the
out-going Ministry is now asked or would con-
sent to remain in office under the opponents of
his party.”

Now, what did the honorable the Colonial
Secretary’s Government do on alate occasion?
The matter was discussed before the House,
and a very grave matter it was. It was no less
than this—that the Government, the present
Colonial Secretary’s Government, tendered
illegal advice to the Governor; and it is a
constitutional principle that the Governor,
when illegal advice is tendered to him by his
Ministers, is not only free to reject it, but
would be answerable to the Crown if he
aceepted it. And when the Colonial Secretary,
backed up by the then Colonial Treasurer,
the present Secretary for Lands,thought fit to
advise the introduction of greembacks, the
Governor rejected the advice of his Ministers,
and the Colonial Secretary, in a fit of spleen
because the Governor did not choose to accept
of the advice of his Ministers, took the pet
and resigned. Well, in the midst of this
distressing dilemma, a new Government was
formed, in which I had the honor to hold the
ofice of Attorney-General. But we found
ourselves in this awful predicament, that we
had a large sum of money to pay, and there
was not a sixpence in the Treasury to pay
with ; and we had to drive all over the town
in order to scrape a few pounds together to
meet the most pressing demands. But while
arrangements for the formation of a new
Government were pending, the honorable
gentleman, instead of assisting to relieve the
colony from the dilemma—instead of giving
the colony the aid of his valuable assistance
and great talents, resigned. And why?
Because he felt he could not grapple with the
difficulty—Dbecause he felt he had not admi-
nistrative capacity to deal with it. Well,
certainly, one or two gentlemen did manage
to find out a scheme such as never struck the
Colonial Secretary, and so rescued the colony
from the disgraceful position in which it
was placed; and it was a disgraceful
position for a colony to be placed in—that
the outgoing Government should leave the
incoming one without a sixpence in the Trea-
sury, and so compel them to go from bank to
bank, all over the eity, to get as much money
as would pay a number of laborers. Now, if
that was not a disgraceful position for a
colony to be placed in, T would like to know
what is. The Government cheques were
dishonored at the banks, and there were no
funds in the Treasury to meet them; and I
should like to know what right the Govern-
ment had to issue cheques, when they had no
money to meet them P I know that if I were
to do so I would be branded as a rogue for
all time coming ; but it seems that a
Government may do so, and still be thought
fit to administer the affairs of the colony.
Well, a new Government was at length
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formed, and every artifice was used to pre-
vent them giving their assistance to the
colony, and endeavoring to remedy matters—
I repeatit, that every artifice was used against
them ; and that while I, as Attorney-General,
was being nominated at Tpswich, plots were
being formed in Brisbane against me. At the
same time,another new Government was being
formed in Brisbane, in the expectation that L
would be ousted. Every means were taken
to have me ousted, and I was ousted; and
what was the consequence? The election
took place on a Saturday. The poll closed
at four o’clock ; and at five o’clock the pre-
sent head of the Grovernment was engaged in
the formation of a new Ministry. That took
place on the Saturday, and on Monday fore-
noon the Colonial Secretary was driving to
Government House to attend a meeting of
the Executive Council, Now, what do such
proceedings tell me? They tell me that
there was treason in the camp. But what
followed then? Why, the most startling
thing that ever was heard of. The then
Colonial Secretary, Mr. Dalrymple, was,
for the first time, informed in his office that
he was no longer Colonial Secretary, and he
had to walk out; and I, while instructing
the Crown prosecutor at the Ipswich assizes,
in the capacity of Attorney-General, was
informed by telegraph that I was no longer
Attorney-General. Was that the way to act
in matters of such grave importance? Well,
it was said that the present Colonial Secre-
tary was sent for. Now, that is a technical
way of putting it; but I question very much
if he did not manage to get himself sent for.
At any rate, he was sent for ; but did he then
act in the way that an honest and honorable
politician would have acted in such circum-
stances? Did he send a note to his former
colleagues, asking them to return to the
offices they previously bheld? Did he
write—* Dear Douglas, I am in power again,
will you resume the office of Postmaster-
General?” Or, did he write—* Dear Mac-
kenzie, take the office that Pring wrested
from you; I am in power now, and I will
give those squatters the grandest dressing
they ever got?” Now, why did he not do
that, and then come and inform the House,
in his usually grand style, that they would
not take office. The honorable gentleman,with
the astuteness that belongs to him, knew that
bhis little game was up if he came and did that.
And what did he do? Oh, those squatters!
Those men he had abused, and would not
come near for anything ! I really believe that
the honorable member, if in crossing the floor
he had but touched a squatter, would have
felt he had been contaminated—such was his
abhorrence of that class of the genus homo.
Well, what did I see? I saw two of the
most determined squatters in the colony—of
one of whom I will not speak now, because
he is gone—but of the other I may speak.
Well, T saw Mr. Waits, of Hton Vale,
embracing Mr, Macalister. Now, if there
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were two squatters in the colony more
determined opponents to him than any
others, it was those two whom he had got
to join him. He had sent for them because
he thought they would suit him ; and, with
his characteristic taet, he induced them to
unite with him. But, in doing that, he
violated, as I have already stated, a consti-
tutional principle—by going to the Opposition
and taking supporters from their ranks,—two
of the Cabinet of which T was a member and
who supported me; and because of whom I
was opposed at Ipswich. Now, I would like
to know what opinion I should be expected
1o have of an honorable member who would
behave in such a manner towards me as that.
I know what it was done for. I know it was
done because the Government of the day
could not hold its own in the House by its
own strength; and so it had to seek for
strength from the Opposition, to enable the
honorable member to hold the office he so
fondly clung to, and which he now fondly
clings to still. But I have not done with
the policy of the honorable gentleman yet.
The honorable gentleman had enemies to
contend with ; for it could not be supposed
that a great leader like the Colonial Secre-
tary eould take members from the Opposition
camp without raising a dust and creating
jealousies. The question arose—what was to
be done with Mackenzie and Douglas, who
were both walking about with sour faces?
Well, he offers Muckenzie the Post Office,
but he won’t have it; and asks for some
other office, and is told that he shan’t haveit.
But it was reported that both gentlemen
were anxious to get rid of the Colonial
Secretary. ¢ Dear Douglas” did not carve for
the Post Office, as the salary was only £600
a year, and “ Dear Douglas™ did not wish to
continue in the service at suel terms if he
could make better terms for himself. Well,
God forbid that I should blame him for that.
Well, « Dear Douglas” then for some time

various philanthrophic ways about orphans.
Now, he may have had something in training
for an orphan establishment, and it may be
that the Colonial Secretary had some great
idea floating in his mind about orphans, and
it was possible that a position might have
ultimately fallen upon ““ Dear Douglas.” But
it is worthy of notice how the Premier man-
aged. Up to that time the railway works of
the colony had been of great importance.
All the loans had been raised and all the
money had been spent. There had been
some disputes about the western line, but
they had been determined by this time. But
it was found necessary that an additional
Minister should be appointed, and it was
determined to accomplish that by separating
the department of Lands and Works and
appointing a Minister of Works. Now, it is
quite clear that the Colonial Sécrctary never
meant to divide the Lands and Works
Department, because there was no more
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necessity for dividing the department then
than there was for dividing it at any former
time. But, then, * Dear Watts” and others
could not be provided for, unless there was a
division of the offices ; and so in a weak
moment the honorable the Colonial Secretary
wasledintohavingtwo ““ dear” squattersunited
with him. Well, the House voted the divi-
sion of the offices, and the Ministry was virtu-
ally then a squatting Ministry ; and, of course,
the honorable the Colonial Secretary, with
his usual astuteness, again got the squatters
to assist him, and so he got himself continued
in office. 'Well, he went on swimmingly for
some time ; and I will pay Mr. Watts, who
was then the member for the Western Downs,
this credit, that while he held the office of
Seeretary for Works he did more than any
other minister who had held the office in
furthering the completion of the railway
worls. I believe the railway to Toowoomba
would not have been opened to this day, but
that John Watts was Minister for Works.
There had been many promises made that
the line would be opened by a ecertain date,
but those promises were never kept. DBut
John Watts said the line should be opened
on a certain date, and it was opened on that
date. Well, what was the consequence of
his honest and punctual conduct? Why,
that he got notice to quit. Honest John
was far too good for that cabinet, and
John Watts was so persecuted that he did
what anv other honest man would have
done under the circumstances—he cut the
painter. And 1t is a fact worthy of notice,
that Mr. Watts did not take his seat on the
Government benches after he resigned, but
sat on the cross benches; and the Colonial
Secretary, with three of his colleagues, formed
the Government. That was the then Govern-

. ment, for a Gazette had been published
! announcing that the departments of Lands

t question.

and Worlts were again to De carried on

i together. The Colonial Secretary having got
lived alife of retirement and busied himselfin

rid of Mr. Watts, thought there was no
longer any need for the two offices, and so a
Gazette was issued containing an announce-
ment that led honorable members to believe
thatthe offices were amalgamated. Well, what
was the consequence P—and I ask honorable
members to mark again the capacity of the
Colonial Seeretary. Things went on for some
time—and all the business of the country
might have been finished by this time. But
what was the conduct of the Government?
Amongst the schemes the present Govern-
ment were to introduce to the notice of the
House was one relating to the immigration
Now, the immigration question,to
my mind, is one of the most important ques-
tions of the day ; and I should have liked to
have seen some reference made to it in His
Excellency’s Opening Speech. T hold that
the immigration question and the land
question should go together. Well, it was
necessary to introduce a Bill for the carrying
out of this immigration scheme, whatever it
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was; and it was necessary the Executive
Council should sanction it. The Bill was
prepared, but the Executive Council could
not agree amongst themselves upon it. The
Treasurer, Mr. Douglas, had, it seemed, some
peculiar ideas on the subject of immigration.
At any rate, he differed on the subject with
the Colonial Secretary ; and I know this, that
the Colonial Treasurer felt that the scheme
the Colonial Secretary intended to introduce
was one that would not be beneficial to the
colony ; and he felt thatif such a policy were
carried out, he could not hold office as
Treasuver. He felt that the finances of the
colony would be brought into such a bad
state that he could not undertake to hold
the office of Treasurer, and that, if such
a measure were brought forward, he would
have to resign. Well, what did he do?
He left the office of Treasurer, and
went to the office of Works. Whether
he had, or had not resigned, matlers
nothing to me. At any rate, that was
what led to this very serious question,
whether the honorable member should take
his seat in the House after he had been
appointed to another office. But this brings
me to the conduct of the Colonial Secretary,
who could not agree with his eolleague the
Colonial Treasurer. The Colonial Treasurer,
doubtless, was right—TI have no doubt of it
myself, and the only thing I blamed him for
—although, really, after all, that was his
business, and not mine—iwas for not resign-
ing absolutely, and refusing to have any
more dealings with a Government in whose
counsels he could not coincide. But still T
am not going to cast any aspersions upon the
honorable gentleman, because I am not
sufficiently acquainted with all the facts of
the case; but I do say that, differing so
much with the Colonial Secretary that he
felt himself pledged to relinquish office, he
should have absolutely quitted the Ministry
of which he was a member. However, the
office of Works was restored, and the late
Colonial Treasurer brought back to fill it—1
say cus bono? If the work could be done
before by four Ministers, the Government
were not justified in creating a fifth, and
especially at the present time. TFor what
reason was the office resuscitated and given
to the Minister who could not agree with
the Government, but for political reasouns, to
take a talented gentleman from the Opposi-
tion benches, and strengthen the Ministry P
I say that such conduet was unworthy of
men who seek to guide the destinies of the
country in their administrative ecapacity.
And as we judge ordinary men by their acts,
so must we pass judgment upon officers of
high position by their political conduct. By
that process of reasoning, then, I can come
to but one conclusion in my own mind, that
the honorable the Colonial Secretary, if pos-
sessed of sufficient administrative capaecity,
is not possessed of sufficient political honesty,
to carry on a Government with benefit to the
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colony ; and that is one reason why I shall
vote for the amendment. Still, I think the
career of the late Colonial Treasurer, which
I have pointed out, must go far to convince
this House that my honorable friend the
member for the Burnett has very good
grounds indeed for coming forward and ask-
ing this House, before it enters upon the
deliberation of measures to be introduced by
the Government, to decide for itself the ques-
tion whether that Government possess the
confidence of this House, so that it should be
entrusted for the future to performits execu-
tive functions. I maintain, sir, that that
amendment will be productive of much bene-
fit,because it would be improper for honorable
members in this House, who have distrusted
the Giovernment, to sit by and allow measures
to be introduced by the Ministry, and passed
by this House, when they entertain an
opinion that if good and salutary measures
are to be carried through, the administration
of the Government out of Parliament may,
either through weakness, or incapaecity, or
otherwise, alter what might be good laws, into
laws which would be exceedingly bad and
injurious to the true interests of the State.
Therefore, I say it is well that this question
should be set at rest. A majority, if it be so,
will express their confidence in the Ministry,
and that confidence expressed, we can pro-
ceed to deliberate upon the measures to be
introduced, in a better spirit, and, in all pro-
bability, with far less opposition, than other-
wise. I crave leave, therefore, to ask this
House not to condemn the honorable member
for the Burnett for the course he has pursued,
but rather to award him a certain amount of
praise for it, even should a majority of this
House affirm that they do not agree with the
absolute amendment 1tself. Now, sir, many
speeches have been made in the course of this
debate, but I have not discovered that the
real question has been touched upon in any
of them. I did not hear the honorable
member for Toowoomba touch upon the
amendment at all. I heard him descant upon
the land Bill and Toowoomba, for it appears
to me that Toowoomba is always present to
his mind, and that he considers there is no
place like it in any other quarter of the globe.
The honorable member has peculiar claims on
Toowoomba, and well may he be satisfied
with those gentlemen in Toowoomba who so
far trusted him as to send him to represent
their interests, and it is worthy of comment,
too, that he has not been trusted, and that,
whatever the residents of Toowoomba may
think of his trustworthiness, it is elear that
there is a member of this House who would
not trust him; and, since the observa-
tions have been made, I feel bound to say
that T distrust him too. TFor when I find an
honorable member on the Government side
of the House, for political purposes, making
statements t¢ hoodwink the House—and,
thank goodness, there was a gentleman quite
as talented as the honorable member for Too-
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woomba, who contradicted him, and the hon-
orable member did not appear to have
sufficient confidence in his own veracity to
get up and support these statements—then, T
must confess that I distrust the honorable
member. Now, sir, the amendment itself is
worthy the consideration of this House,
because, if honorable members have not been
able, from the speeches which have been
made, to gather its objeet and effect, T will
only request them to read it carefully line by
line, and I will guarantee that they will
understand it. It commences by setiing
forth the reasons this House should be asked
to assent to certain propositions, and those
reasons arve explicitly stated. Many honor-
able members of the present House may not
be aware of the proceedings which took place
last session, except from hearsay, or through
the public prints. It may be as well, there-
fore, for me to state, that a very grave ques-
tion was raised upon the appointment of a
fifth Minister; that that question was raised
by an independent member, and not a mem-
ber of the Opposition ; that the Government
fought the question very hardly indeed, and
that there was an overwhelming majority
against them, but that at the time the
Government were assured by many honorable
members who voted that they did not con-
sider it a vote of want of confidence. And I
believe I am correct in stating, that the hon-
orable member who made the motion did not
consider it to have that effect. Now, it is
quite clear to my mind, that the course taken
by the Government was not a proper course.
I am obliged to make these remarks, because
in all probability the House will be told, over
and over again—*‘ If you throw the present
Government out, the business of the country
will be impeded. Tt is late in the session ;
pass a land Bill—pass the Estimates—andgive
us a month or two’s spell; if you do not do
this, nothing will be done at all. Tt is these
naughty boys on the Opposition side of the
House who are to blame,—they would not
have a fifth Minster, and, therefore, we
resigned.” That would be nothing to the cry.
But I say there was no oceasion to resign, the
Premier was asked not to resign, and he
could have gone on with the business of the
country, if he had chosen to do so. But, no,
that would not suit him, he knew that the
balance of power in the House was pretty
equally divided, and I canpot conceive why
he did not tender his resignation to His
Exeellency the Governor, and throw the
onus upon the Opposition. If he had done
80, Lhe might have come back to office in a
very short space of time with greater power
than before. But the honorable member
wanted a dissolution ; every time a word of
opposition to the Government was uttered
on this side of the House, there was a threat
of dissolution; ‘ dissolution, dissolution,”
was the ery, till honorable members were
hounded with the word “ dissolution.” I
will dissolve the Parliament, every one of
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you will go out, and a good many of you will
never come back again.,” He wanted fo get
rid of the naughty boys and to put good ones
in their places. Buf he reckoned without his
host. The real naughty boys are away now
and the good boys are all here, ready to meet
the Colonial Sccretary any day in the weel,
any hour of the day, and upon any subject
whatever; he did not carry out what he
thought he should do. That was the real
object of the dissolution, and not the land
Bill. If the Colonial Secretary had been
sincere, and anxious to bring about a dis-
solution in order to put forward aland Bill
—the only land Bill for the colony—why
did he not earry out, last January, what in
the preceding Parliament he promised to do
—dissolve the Parliament then, He told this
House, before Le resigned his office, on the
occasion of my accepting the office of
Attorney-General, that he would dissolve the
Parliament in January, and go to the country
on the land Bill; and on the hustings, at
Ipswich, I told my constituents, that if they
elected me I pledged myself to follow out the
promise made by the honorable member. I
promised them what he had promised in this
House, and since he came back to office
in August, up to the present time, he
never dissolved the Parliament as he said
he would do, and only did so at last in a
pet, because the honorable member for
North Brisbane, Mr. Pugh, did not think
fit to agree with him about the appointment
of the Minister for Works. He found he
had done wrong,—but then came the thought
land, land—the land question—and then
goes forth the cry “ Land!land I The Courier
cries ““ Land ;” the Guardian eries “Land;”
everyone shouted “ Land.” In fact, it was
more like a wild Indian war-cry than any
thing else. I never Leard a better cry got
up upon such petty premises. That is the
history of the Government land policy? It
is not because the country is in a bad state
for want of aland Bill—that I cannot believe ;
not because it is going to permit all the
effects of had legislation and improper
borrowing of money, that a land Bill will
remedy the evil—take my word for it. The
land Bill has been a political cry on the
hustings, and it is attempted to make it the
basis of political intrigue in this House.
Therefore, the land question, although it may
be a very proper one to discuss, must not be
thrown in the eyes of honorable members, to
blind them as to the real question which they
have to consider at this moment. If I were
to ask any honorable member of this House,
or each one separately, whether or no the
present land laws, if properly administered,
would not conduce to the prosperity of the
colony, the influx of immigration, and so on,
as well as any land Bill based upon the
details mentioned in His Excellency’s Speech,
they would, I know, give me no other answer
than this, if they understood the question:
unquestionably ; for I contend that any
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honorable member who will carefully study
the land laws of this colony, taken as a whole,

who will take the trouble for himself, will .

find out that so great and ample is the power
delegated to the Executive Council, that the
Jand laws themselves, which, in reality, are
comprised in very few sections of Aets of
Parliament, are absolutely worked out by
Executive action, and that that Executive
action has been so improperly carried out as
to impede the prosperity of the colony and
the welfare and happiness of the colonists.
It has been the Government who have done
this, for I will guarantee that regulations
shall be passed to-morrow to give to every
colonist what he at this moment desires with
reference to the land ; as much land as he
wants, and as cheap as he desires. It never
has been done, perhaps, but I maintain that
it can be done. I maintain that the powers
of the Executive are unbounded; they are
expansive; they can produce, if properly
worked out, a land Bill much better than any
Jand Bill which can be worked out in this
House in committee. I repeat; this isonly a
bugbear brought before the House. The
whole land system has been improperly carried
out, for political purposes, ever since
there has been a land law. The regulations
were to suit one class of persons, and I have
lived to see them altered to suit another class,
for political purposes. It is the mal-
administration of the law which has wearied
the public on this question, and not the law
itself. The public have never had the rights
accorded them, which they should have asked
for, through their representatives, because
those very representatives who cried out so
much for a land Bill supported the very
Administration who withheld them. Why,
ever since responsible government, ever
since the first land Act, whenever a political
question has been brought forward, the land
has always been dragged intoit. The Colonial
Secretary, I believe, knows no more how to
deal with the land question than this
tumbler on the table before me. I
believe he mnever had a single idea of
how to work the lands except for a parti-
cular purpose, at a particular moment, and
then—as I said before, the Aets of Parlia-
ment were so expansive that he could do as
he chose. In the first session when the
Land Bill was mentioned in the Speech he
never thought of introducing what was then
the popular cry, but now seems to have faded
from the mind of almost every one—a Leasing
- Bill—why, T believe, we, absolutely sitting
in Parliament, read of meetings held by the
citizens of DBrisbane at which the land
question was discussed, and hopes were
expressed that the Legislature would intro-
duce in the new land measure a leasing
system. The papers were inundated with
correspondence on the subject. All at once
the Colonial Secretary finds out that leasing
is the finest thing for the colony; but although
he was prepared with a Land Bill at that
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time, he did not find out that leasing was so
necessary as to introduce it then. But, the
public found it out,andhe fell into theviewand
considered it the proper thing for the colony ;
and T have no doubt, he would have thought
anything the proper thing if it had suited
the public. That was the position of the leader
of the Government who is now going to tell us
how to manage the lands of this colony. Why,
if T were to get up in my place and drop a
hint, whieh T shall take good care not to do, he
would be ready to take it up. I am surprised
at honorable members on this side of the
House; I cannot conceive how they can
have been so foolish as to give any hint of
what their land scheme was to be. He will
not get one from me; I gave him such hints
once, and he was not slow to take advanfage
of them. But I shall be careful for the
future, lest the very Land Bill which is now in
print should be changed in the same way as the
Governor’s Speech was. I hold in my hand
a copy of the Government Gazelte, in which
it is stated that the Queen’s Speech would be
delegated to Commissioners, and I was
perfectly astounded when I saw His Excel-
lency sitting before me in the Council
Chamber. So that I do not really know
whether the Land Bill would not be altered
and my hints be put in, and then the
honorable member would say, “ You and I
agree on the land question.” I believe
he would not have listened so attentively
to honorable members to-night if he had
not wished to get a few hints from
them. Well, all this discussion has been
caused by the honorable member himself. If
it had not been for his conduet the House
would have gone on with the business of the
country in peace and quietness. If we had
a good Government, composed of sterling
men, this state of things would not have
oceurred. I do not think we require great
talent, but we require men of good honest
principles, and sterling common-sense, and all
my remarks tend to shew that the honorable
member is not a gentleman who can possess
the confidence of every member of this House.
I have no doubt he possesses the confidence
of the honorable member for West Moreton.
When we find that these things, and far
worse things, have been done, are we to sit
quietly and hold our tongues? It is quite
clear that the proposition laid down in the
first paragraph of the amendment is undeni-
able—that in a House of thirty-two members
there should not be five ministers. I can
scarcely fancy that the Government can argue
to the contrary, especially when they are nob
wanted. I can prove that they are not
wanted. The Colonial Secretary himself has
shewn the country that they are not wanted,
because he did without them when one of
them at all events was wanted more than he
is now. I maintain, too, that the office of
Postmaster-General is not wanted, and I can
affirm my absolute conviction that it was
framed for the purpose of strengthening the
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Ministry. For I cannot understand why the
gentleman —a hard working officer —who
filled that office before, and opened all the
mail routes, should have been put down the
ladder and another person put in his place,
for no reason whatever. I am free to admit

present Secretary for Works, it was as
efficiently conducted as under the previous
Postmaster-General, but I am cqually free
to admit that it has been very inefficiently
carried out since, and I shall vote that no
salary be granted to that officer. Has he
ever assisted the Council with his advice, or

laid any new or beneficial measure before |

them? TIs he an ornament, or is he supposed
to be of anyuse? Is it to strengthen the

hands of the Government that he is put |

there, or what is he placed there for? Itis
almost distressing to see the expenditure of
the colony at the present moment. I should
like to know how it is that, if the Government
are sincere in their intention to retrench, the
Postal Inspector, for whom no expenses for
travelling were voted, should be appointed
with travelling expenses. Now, it is a posi-
tive fact that, when the salary for the
office was voted, a sum of money was asked
for travelling expenses, and was distinctly
refused ; it was specially stated in this House,
that no such expenses would be granted, and
the Government knew it. What is the con-
sequence?® They appoint a Postal Inspector,
and give him {ravelling expenses from the
Ist April last, contrary to the opinion and
advice of this House. I maintain that there
was no occasion for a Postal Inspector, for
the work had been done by a clerk in the
office, Mr. Hitchins, and there was no neces-
sity for the appointment, except it was to
please the Courier—the Government organ.
I am not afraid to speak out; and when the
interests of the colony demand my voice—
when I see things done that I donot approve
of—I must speak out: and I repeat, that it
was for political purposes that the Postal
Inspector was appointed. Thatis aspecimen
of retrenchment! This brings me to the
third paragraph; and, with these facts star-
ing me in the face, I must coincide in that
portion of the amendment which says, that
this House cannot believe in the sincerity of
the head of the present Government, in his
assumed desire for cconomy and retrench-
ment, &e.” The reason assigned for that
paragraph is a very good one, that “he per-
tinaciously retains, at the cost of the country,
the unnecessary and expensive office of
Minister of Works, and the staff appertaining
. thereto.” Then we come to the last pgra-

graph, which recommends that the office be
abolished ; and I really think most honorable
members must come to the conclusion that it
ought to be. The honorable Colonial Secre-
tary has given us no reasons for its continu-
ance; perhaps someof theothermembers of the
Government will enlighten us as to its neces-
sity. They seem to be very reticent, and I

B
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doubt if they can bring forward any solid
reasons in favor of i6. Perhaps they will
say, “ We do not object to this, and will do if
at the end of the year—the salary for 1867
is voted, and we will not ask for any salary

i for 1868.”" But if there is to be any retrench-
that when the Post Office was under the '

ment, I say it should be made at once; for
the position of the country is so bad,
that even a saving of a few hundreds is desir-
able; and I feel sure that the patriotism
of the honorable member will at once induce
him to give up the remaining five months’
salary, to benefit the country. £200 saved,
is £200 made. It is not a large sum, but I
am quite sure the Colonial Treasurer would
be very glad to find a couple of hundred
sovereigns in his #ill to-morrow, and very
much put out if he found a similar sum
abstracted. The latter part of the amend-
ment refers rather to the formal mode of
presenting it to His Hxcellency, which is of
very little moment. I have now, sir, given
my views with regard to the amendment
before the House; and, as I said before, it is
not my intention to gointo the Speech. We
shall have plenty of time to discuss the
redistribution of electorates, and other
matters, when the amendment has been
disposed of. There is quite matter enough
before us, to enable us to come to a decision
upon, and I think the House will not have
much dificulty in coming to that decision.
The Szczerary ror Preric Works,—=Sir,
at this time of night, I shall not trouble the
House with many remarks, as we have already
been treated to some very lengthy statements
and addresses. I must confess that I have
listened with a certain amount of amusement
to portions of the specch delivered by the
honorable and learned member who, [ am
sorry to see, is leaving the House. I cer-
tainly felt that the lengthy remarks of the
honorable member had imparted a tedium
to the debate, which weighed rather heavily
upon me ; and I was reminded of an anecdote,
told of a certain witty person, Sydney Smith,
I believe, who said, upon one oceasion, after
listening for a long time to a very lengthy
sermon, preached by a bishop with whose
opinions he did not agree, that he hoped the
ultimate fate of the diocesan might be, that
he might be preached to death by wild
curates. Now, if I wished at anytime any
harm to my honorable and learned friend
opposite, I certainly did so this evening;
and though I hardly went the length of
wishing him to be preached to death, I
certainly felt a wish that, if ever it should
be the fate of that honorable and learned
member again to be a minister of the Crown,
he might be talked to sleep by some ex-
minister for the time being. That has been
my fate this evening. T have, however, occa-
sionally picked up some of the honorable
member’s remarks, and several of them I
wish to refer to. The honorable member
addressed me, and thought fit to make
me the subject of some of his attacks, in
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connection with this debate. I think my
name has been called in question more than
it deserves. The real merits of the case are
not connected with my acceptance of office ;
that question has been raised by a side wind,
to get rid of the real question before the
House.
has chosen to advert to matters which have
been well discussed before, and are recorded
in “ Hansard,” I think it necessary to make
some explanation. Imust take the honorable
member for Maryborough to task, for the
manner in which he has spoken of me, and
my sayings and doings—or vather certain
sayings and doings which he has heard from
a triend, who had heard another friend say
so and so.

Mr. WarsH said he had not used the word
“friend.” He bhad simply stated what Mr.
Watts had told him he had said, and the
honorable member had said.

The SEcrETARY For Pusric WorKs: At
any rate, the honorable member stated,
from a conversation which took place some
months ago, that I had said or done such and
such things, and T think it hardly fair to say
that of me in the House. I must decline to
tax my memory with everything I may have
said, and the honorable member has no right
in any case to bring up such a matter in the
House, after my public statement that I had
tendered my resignation and that it was not
accepted. The honorable member ought to
have received that statement; if he does not,
it is as much as to say that it is not worthy
of belief. If honorable members are not
satisfled, I will refer more exactly to what
I did, and the exact form in which I tendered
niy resignation. It was in the form of a
memorandum, from which T will quote :—

“He, the Treasurer, therefore begs to tender
to His Xxcellency the Governor in Council his
resignation of the office which he holds, and
which he can now only continue to hold, subject
to the approval of the Governor in Couneil, till
his successor is appointed.”?

My successor was not appointed until I took
office with the present Treasurer; we were
both sworn in together; and, therefore, T
have never ceased to hold office until I
accepted the office for Public Works. Now,
why should there be so much contention
about a matter in referemce to which, I
repeat, the honorable member should have
accepted my bare statement. And, after ali,
what is the value of it all? Do honor-
able members on one side of the House or
the other care one fig whether T am in office
or not? T do not believe the country cares,
or that it is essential in any way to the distri-
bution of parties in the House, whether T am
in office or not, and it certainly would not
make any difference in my support to the
Government in power. Iknow the honorable
the Premier will bear me out and say that he
has depended upon my support to certain
measures in which I have supported the

Howerver, as the honorable member |
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felt that there were measures which required
the forbearance of all who had the prosperity
of the country at heart. I expected to have
to decide upon certain general prineiples in
giving my support to the Ministry, and
at the same time to differ with them in
matters of detail, in which no Ministry can
expect unanimity. No members of a Gov-
ernment can be unanimous in matters of
detail, but they can unite in carrying out
a certain line of policy, and if we cannot
secure the support of the Iouse, we are
ready to give way to another Ministry who
are prepared with a defined policy. I
think, then, there can be no necessity for
any further reference to the position I held
previous to my rvesignation of the Treasury
and my acceptance of Works; but, it does
strike me as rather extraordinary, that this
Address in reply—for the amendment is really
an address in reply, or rather a substitution
for the Address—should be coneentrated upon
this one subject. It is a trivial subject
compared with the policy which the present
or any future Ministry may bring forward;
it is nothing in comparison with the adminis-
tration of the office I hold; and as to the
value of the £1,000, it is nothing in consid-
eration of the large amount of money which
I have to comtrol. It is a question which
may well avise heveafter, and the Govern-
ment are quite prepared to submit to the
decision of the House upon if. But the
mere question of £1,000 now raised, is Dot
one which should decide the fate of the
Government policy for the next session; for,
of course, if the policy of the present Minis-
try be subverted, those honorable members
who oppose the Government must substitute
one of their own. The honorable member
who last addressed the House, as I understood
him, said that some reference ought to have
been made in the Speech to the financial
position of the eountry. Could the honorable
member expeet that in the Speech of His
Excellency  the Governor a detailed state-
ment of the finances of the colony could be
made. The honorable member tfor Mary-
borough also made some deprecatory remarks
about the way in which those finances have
been managed. I am glad, therefore, to be
able to say that, in a very short period,
my honorable colleague, the Treasurer, will
afford the HMouse full information on this
subject ; and, as 1 believe it is generally
admitted that no one could more fitly occupy
the post of Treasurer than that honorable gen-
tleman, I hope the honorable member will
obtain all the satisfaction he requires. The
honprable member for Maryborough led
the House to suppose that from documents
which were laid on the table of the House,
vesterday, the Financial Agent in England
had most recklessly disposed of the trust
committed to his charge.  Now, I think the
honorable member will regret that statement.
This is not the time to shew it, without full

Ministry of which I was not a member. I | discussion ; but I take leave to affirm,
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although I have often been opposed to Mr.

Herbert in this House, that if the honorable : ¢ ;
' meet the exigencies of the present time; and

gentleman never did the colony a service
before, he did ample service when he nego-
tiated the loan for the Government. Itisa
mistake for the honorable member to say our
debentures have been disposed of at a price
equal to 83. The price was never lower than
87. TUnder the unprecedented circumstances
of a large loan having been previously raised,
and from the known fact that our indebted-
ness was very large in proportion to our
population, I think on the whole that the
terms obtained were most excellent, especially
in this point of view :—that if this loan had
not been raised we should have been obliged
to go upon the Australian market to raise
the money we now have. If he mnever did
any service to this country before, Mr.
Herbert amply repaid everything to Queens-
land by the judicious manner in which he
negotiated this loan. There is no doubt that
we may anticipate another further rise in our
debentures. 1 am informed, to-night, by
intelligence received by the mail that the
latest quotations of Queensland - debentures
were {rom 96 to 97. That is a very satis-
factory result. What would be the result
if our debentures had hung on the market—
if they had been held by the bank, and if

we had been compelled to borrow from the |

banks? It would have cost us much more
than the depreeiation we have had to submit
to in the London market. This statement I
make merely by way of explanation. The
honorable and learned member for the Bur-
nett, in the latter part of his address,
alluded to the possibility of administering
the law with perfect satisfaction to the
country, as I take it, by Executive authority.
Now, that is the very thing, dinned into our
ears month after month, that we should
avoid. We must have legislative Acts! was
the ery ;—we do not trust the Government;
do not leave anything to Exceutive power to
decide, but rather embody in your legislation
what you think proper and right! How,
then, can I accept the statement which is
now made by the honorable gentleman, Mr.
Pring, when I know that on previous occa-
sions his text has been of a very different

character ? But it is really tedious, and of |

no avail, to go over this old rigmarole. We
have been told, over and over again, that we
are false as a Ministry. We do not pretend
to say we are consistent. I do not say I am.
There isno member of any ministry “in this
House who will say so, for himselt; for, in
his career during two years, he must Lave
found occasion to modify his views, or to
concede on certain points of opinion. I do
not, therefore, set up this claim. We are
bound to conmsider circumstances; we are
bound to do what is, in our opinion, for the
wellare of the country; we are bound to
shew a determined front—to do what we
believe the exigencies of the time demand.
The policy which is indicated in the Speech,
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is a policy which we believe to be right;
that 1s the policy which we consider will

- we confess to be willing to be tried by that

policy. What we say to the House, is—
Will you give us a chance to be tried? Do
you so objeet to us, that you will turn us out
of office at once, and not give us that chance
which e ask for? If you deal thus, how
are you to judge whether we are worthy of
support or not ¥  Only on these grounds can
gentlemen newly come to this House, judge
the question before them. They are not
politicians of the past; they do not come
hiere to mix in our quarrels. There are no
representatives in this House of any great
conservative party or great liberal party.
If there were, we could easily understand
Lhow honorable members coming into the
Assembly for the first time, might ally them-
selves with one party or the other. But
there are no such distinetions here: we have
no historical traditions of party in the State.
The Government ask for this opportunity,
and this judgment of our policy ; and, as the
honorable member for East Moreton, Mr.
Francis, appropriately remarked, the House
mustbe guided by the inexorable logicof facts.
But if the House wish it so, I am perfectly
willing to be made personally responsible for
any ministerial action. If any honorable
member will table s motion that I am
incompetent or otherwise unfit fo_r my office,
I am prepared to accept the decision of the
House upon that. Dut the present pro-
eceeding does not conduce to the parliamen-
tary government which we have previously
recognised ; and which is, that where a party
of men, for certain purposes, agree tq stand
or full by their policy, they must be judged
by their policy. There iz our policy ! Why
should it not be decided on, to-night, whether
or not it is acceptable to this House? I say
that in two or three hours, we shall be quite
competent to decide; as much so as n a
week hence. The main principle, I takeit, in
the policy now before you is in the proposed
land Bill, involving the choice of land in
large districts, namely, those of Moreton,
Darling Downs, and Wide Bay. The
great principle is, free selection In certain
large areas that are specified in the
Speech before you. That is a simple issue.
Another issue is, that the representation of
the people shall be improved and re-adjusted.

i The honorable member at the head of the

Government has stated that that modification
must chiefly depend on the population basis.
I ask the House—Are you prepared to
accept these two issues? I say,if you are
not, and if you affirm by your vote, to-night,
or in some other amendment, that we are not
competent to hold office, you also affirm that
the policy we propose is not fit for the exi-
gencies of the time. .

Mr. Waisa, by way of explanation, and
with the consent of the House, begged to
state, that the reason why he alluded to the
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honorable gentleman himself (Mr. Douglas)
was, that the Premier had previously intro-
duced him in his speech, and he only fol-
lowed him. Again, in rveference to the
remarks that he (Mr. Walsh) was bound to
take the honorable gentleman’s word when
he denied a statement, * Hansard” would
shew the state of the case. He would read
to the House the last words he uttered on
the oceasion alluded to.

The SecrETARY For Pusric Worxks:
Read what I said.

Mr. Warsm: The honorable gentleman
never spoke afterwards. It was said in
“ Hansard” that he called on the Govern-
ment to deny the statement, if they could—
that was, that the honorable gentleman had
de facto resigned—

“ And I very much doubt whether that honor-
able gentleman will get up and say that he went
to bed last night feeling that he was a Minister of
the Crown.”

He remembered pausing for an answer : the
statement was not denied. The honorable
gentleman never addressed the House after-
wards.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
The honorable member would give him the
trouble of hunting up what he had previously
stated. It was detaining the House on a
trivial matter, but he would trouble honor-
able members by reading what he did say :—

“I merely now vise to corroborate what has
been already stated by the honorable member at
the head of the Government. I did tender my
resignation, and that resignation kas not been
accepted ; and I have to state that I did receive
a proffer from the honorable gentleman to take
the Department of Works, &c.”

That was a suflicient explanation.

Mr. Lams said, when the Minister for
Public Works alluded to the speech of the
honorable and learned member for the
Burnett, he stated that it reminded him of
the sermons preached by “wild curates.”
He did not, however, tell the House the
effect of a splendid oration by the Rev.
Sydney Smith—how very exhilarating, how
very refreshing such things were. If the
Assembly were like the French Chamber,

previous to the time of Louis Napo-
feon, or the Belgian Chamber of the
present time, he (Mr. Lamb) should

have thought, when the Minister for Works
rose, that that honorable gentleman was going
to give the honors of the sitting to his hon-
orable and learned friend, the member for the
Burnett (Myr. Pring), and move the adjourn-
ment of the House in acknowledgment of
the eloquent speech he had delivered—a
speech of which any Assembly might be
proud. Bub that the minister had spoken, he
confessed he would not have had confidence
to address the House after such a speech.
The Minister for Lands had asked—What
was £1,000P Well, in the embarrassed posi-
tion of the colony it was a very large sum of
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i money. It was in that wasteful spirit of the

minister that many thousands of pounds had

! been looked upon, until the colony was

brought down to its present low condition—
a state verging on insolveney.

The CorontaL TREASURER: No.

Mr. Lans: It was not the £1,000, but the
power it gave the Government in the House
with a fifth minister that must be protested
against, When the House learn that £4,800
was spent in the supervision of the Depart-
ment of Public Works, they certainly could
make some reduction. First, there was an
Engineer of Railways, Mr. Plews, whose
salary was £1,000; there was the engineer
of the Dalby line, Mr. Brady, who, he pre-
sumed, got another £1,000; then an Engineer
of Roads for the Northern Division, £600;
an Engineer of Roads, Southern Division,
£600; then, again, there was the Commis-
sioner for Railways, £600; making £3,800.
Another £1,000 for the Secretary for Public
Works made a total of £4,800. And there
might easily be added another £200 for con-
tingencies, which would make the expense of
the department £5,000. Now, he (Mr. Lamb)
maintained that the whole of the work could
easily be combined with the department of
the Minister for Lands, the Colonial Secre-
tary, or the Colonial Treasurer, he thought
the Colonial Treasurer would be the best to
look afterit, because that minister would see
what contracts were going on and know what
money he had in the Treasury to meet their
demands. He contended that the clerical
work done by ministers did not amount to
more than an bhour a day; and if the adminis-
trative arrangements of some of the smaller
neighboring colonies were consulted it would
be found that they had never arrived at such
anumerous ministry as Queensland possessed.
The honorable and learned member for the
Burnett had stated that the land laws of this
colony gave the Government unbounded
powers to deal with the Crownlands, and that
statement was perfectly correct. The third
paragraph of the Speech, which had been
paraded with such a flourish of frampets,
was a standing reproach to the Government,
because the powers that they proposed to
obtain in a new Bill were already theirs under
the existing law. But it was the disloyal
manner in which the law had been treated by
the Government that brought about the
necessity for a new law, Was there not the
Agricultural Reserves Act, which gave to the
ministry of the day the power, by a stroke of
the pen to make the whole colony an agri-
cultural reserve? By the fifth clause, an
agriculturist had power to select up to
320 acres before survey. If that clause
were examined, and compared with the
paragraph of the Speech, it would he
found that the ehange proposed was that a
person should be empowered to take up 640
instead of 320 acres, as now; and that, he
contended, was the only alteration, the only
point in the new land policy of the Govern-
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ment. He defied any person to contradict
that. Bythe 5thelause of the Act 27 Vietoria,
No. 23, it would be seen that any person
could go and select from 80 fo 320 acres
where he chose ;—it was true, he must pay
down the purchase moncy of twenty shillings
an acre at once. But, then, the Leasing Act
did away with that necessity, as would appear
by the 12th clause :—

« All lands in agricultural reserves which shall
have been or may hereafter be proclaimed as open
for selection and have remained so open and
unselected for one calendar month shall be open
to lease by the first applicant under the terms and
conditions specified in the seventh clause of this
Act Provided only that if taken up on lease they
shall be subject to the same condition and restric-
tion as to cultivation and quantity as if they were
selected by purchase.”

‘What was to prevent the Minister for Lands,
simply by acting under those two enactments,
for proclaiming the whole eountry open?
The country had never had a Government
loyal to the Parliament—that was why the
law had not been allowed to operate; and
until the country had a loyal Government,
Queensland would never rise from the miser-
able position that it wasin. He would shew
how those Acts had been contravened day
after day. Honorable members had all heard
of the agricultural reserves on the Downs,
and of the twelve months’ notice required to
be given to the lessees before resuming lands.
Turn to the 44thsection of the Pastoral Leases
Act, which ran thus :—

“The whole or any portion of any run may be
reserved for public purposes, or resumed for sale
or otherwise, after giving twelve months’ notice
in writing to the lessee or occupier.”

‘Was that ever done ?  Was there one party
in that reserve who had ever received the
twelve months’ notice ? He could tell the
House that there was not; bust they could
not tell what that contravention of the law
might yet cost the country. There was a
Claims against Government Act, and if the
parties affected took their case before the
Supreme Court, the Government would have
to pay damages for the disloyal way in which
they had carried out Acts of Parliament. If
that notice had been given, and the country
surveyed, instead of the contrary proceeding,
it would have been better in every way ; and,
as in the case of the northern territory of
South Australia—whose Government had
been enabled to putland in the London market
which white men had never seen, and sell it—
purchasers would have been found for the
land who would put it to good use. He next
came to the refusal by the Government to
give leases to the pastoral tenants of the
Crown, even though the leases were already
drawn up and lying on the floor of the
Minister for Lands’ office. He told theGovern-
ment that such disloyal acts would never get
over the necessity they were under of giving
1eas<_es to the persons entitled to them, because
" justice was to be obtained in the Supreme
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Court, without the leases. He was not
telling tales out of office, but talking of
matters on which he had received information

i since he left the public service, complaints

having been made to him of the grievous
manner in which the Government rode rough-
shod over persons applying for their leases;
—Dbut he knew cases in which such applica-
tions were refused point blank, though the
documents had been long completed, and
actually signed by His Exeellency the Gover-
nor. But, according to the Pastoral Leases
Act, they would yet have redress :—

“ Any lease or other instrument issued under
this Act may be proved in all legal proceedings
by the production of a certified copy thereof,
signed by the officer to be authorised for that
purpose under any regulation to be made as here-
mafter enacted.”

The receipts, shewing the license fee and the
rent paid, or any other instrument, would
enable those gentlemen to geb justice without
the leases which were kept from them. Some
persons had said that the giving of twelve
months’ notice of the resumption of runs
would prevent the Government from estab-
lishing their agricultural reserves. Well, the
slightest modifieation of the law at the expi-
ration of the leases, would have enabled them
to do what they required : their own regula-
tions had often gone much further than the
change involved—had gone counter to the
law under which they were framed ; and this
was the case now. But against such ille-
gality he, for one, protested. They could
have met Parliament, and stated their
reasons for asking for the modification, and
possibly they would have been borne oub
i their measure for rveform, if found neces-
sary. The honorable member for Ipswich
(Dr. Challinor) might tell him that the pro-

osed change in the third paragraph of the
}épeech, as to the extension of the settled
districts, would do away with the pre-emptive
right. That right was always permissive;
and in some of the colonies it had never been
allowed. Therefore, if all the waterholes,
and the best of the country, had been picked
out in the exercise of that right, nobody was
to blame but the Minister for Lands. With
regard to the fourth paragraph of the Speech,
Le, for one, was agreeable to the redistribu-
tion of electorates. He might easily ask the
honorable members for Leichhardt to give
Lim a slice about Springsure; and may be
the honorable member for Warrego would
give a portion of his district to be tacked on
to Mitchell : neither of them mneed fear, for
the first had a gold field in his distriet, and
the other could get a portion of the Maranoa
constituency, which had been increased from
the population of Ipswich. But he (Mr.
Lamb) asked the House if they heard anything
of the despised district that he represented
when Mr.Gore Jones was member,or of War-
rego being such a miserable electorate when
Mr. Forbes represented it 7 Both those gen-
tlemen had been supporters of the Govern-



70 Address in Reply

ment. When theysat in the House, nothing
washeard of aredistribution of electorates. In
the fifth paragraph of the Speech they were
told that there was to be a new law to prevent
personation-—that heviewed withconsiderable
suspicion, considering the quarter whence it
emanated. It was well known in the Mit-
chell distriet that a person in the employ, as
chainman, of the Commissioner of Crown
Lands, who was also returning officer, had
proposed Mr. Gore Jones; and that imme-
diately after the election the chainman was
appointed clerk of petty sessions. Now that
same ex-chainman had written to him (Mr.
Lamb) to protect him against the returning
officer, because he had been instrumental
in getting the letters off to inform the
electors that there was to be a new elec-
tion in the district. View the manner in
which another Government officer had
been treated when there was merely a
suspicion that he had been harboring an
opponent of the Government, he had been
ordered to proceed immediately, at great
expense to lhimself, six or seven hundred
miles to the north. The officer asked what
he had done to be served so. He (Mr.
Lamb) had been up at the Maryborough
election, and heard all that took place; and
hLe was able to say that he saw the gentle-
man alluded to every day, for fourteen days,
from the time he left his office to the time
he retired to rest. He had made two or
three expeditions with him after office hours,
to view the plantations in the neighborhood,
and he eould positively assert that that gen-
tleman never touched wupon any question of
polities whatever, and told him that he
always abstained from taking any partin
polities. That gentleman had heard of the
rumour that he was to be instantly removed
if the honorable member, Mr. Walsh, was
returned for Maryborough ; he wrote to
inquire why he was to be removed, and his
angwer was—that the exigenecies of the public
servicerequired it. Why was not his junior,
at Rockhampton, removed? He demanded,
if any suspicion attached to him for taking
part in the late election, that he should be
granted a trial ; and, like an honorable man,
sald—that if it could be proved he had been
inleague against the Government, from whom
he derived his bread, that he should be dis-
missed. Bubhe (Mr. Lamb) knew the great
pressure that was brought to bear on the
Civil Serviece; he knew it when he was a
member of that service. He rvemembered
that once, when he was scen walking down
the street with an honorable member of the
House, then a MMember of the Opposition,
now a Minister of the Crown; he was told
by a Minister that such conduet was unbe-
coming in him. (Cries of ©“ Name, name.”)
He asked, if that was from the ministerial
head of his department >—for that Minister
had not spoken for himself-—and the reply
was, that it was the opinion of the Cabinect.
(Renewed cries of ““Name.”) He had some
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delicacy in giving the name, though no hesi-
tation when called upon.

Mr. Poem : The name of the Minister—
who is the Minister P

Mr. Lams: The Minister was the late
Mr. DelLacy Moffat. Those were matters
of history. But there was unone for whose
memory he had a greater respect than that
of the gentleman named. He told him that
Lie would never hold an office under Govern-
ment on such terms; and that if he could
not, as a private gentleman, walk the streets
after four o’clock, and choose his own friends,
the Government might have his resignation
at any moment. He had known a Minister
come into his office, when an election was
going on opposite, and say—Mr. Lamb,
So-and-so is the Government candidate;
send your clerks over to vote for him.” He
did call the clerks in—of course, after the
departure of the Minister—and said : “ Gen-
tlemen, there is an election going on over the
way ; go and vote for whom you like.” e
contended that the greatest pressure had
been brought to bear on the Civil Service of
the country in elections.

Mr. Tavror: Prove it.

My, Laxs: Well, there was to be alaw
to prevent personation and corrupt practices
at elections. He contended that there were
parties in the Government who had aided
personation at elections; and he had been
told that the servant of one Minister had
personated three different parties, and was
caught in the act of personaling another
“ dead man.” He once resided in Ipswich,
and he saw in those days what encourage-
ment was given to corruption in quarters
wlere he did not expect it.

The Cono¥IAL SECRETARY : Y ou were glad
enough to take office.

Mr. Laxs : He was taunted with having
taken oifice, and he would explain to the
House how he did take office. e had just
returned from an expedition to the interior,
in. November, 1862, when he saw certain
letters, by Jr. Rae, in the REockkampion
Bulletin, describing the chaotic confusion the
land laws were in. Dining with two Ministers,
at an hotel, in the course of conversation
one of them put the question to him, * Do
you know anybody who will make a good
Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands ?”  He
was a novice in diplomacy in these days, so
he really did not know what the Minister
meant: he never thought of becoming a
public officer then. He named several gen-
tlemen—Mr. Wiseman, Mr, J. C. White,
Mr. Walsh—any man who, he thought, really
wanted it. Trom their response, it dawned
upon him that he was asked to name himself,
and presumed it was the neavest thing to an
offer that they could make. He took a fort-
night to consider upon it; and, upon acceypt-
ing the office, he found that the letters, which
were worth reading, contained the truth—
indeed, the confusion of the office was ten
times as bad as it was described. He told
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the Ministers that he was frightened at the
prospects, and must have time for considera-
tion.

Mr. Warsm : 'Who were the Ministers ?

Mr. Laus would name them—Mr. Maec-
alister and the late Mr. Moffatt. He could
tell the honorable member for Drayton
and Toowoomba that there were as inde-

other side of the House, and men who cared
not so much for office as honorable members
on the Treasury benches. It was an ambi-
tion for an honorable member to be proud of,
that in course of time he might be called
upon to shape the destinies of this future
giant of a nation: and he presumed that every
honorable member of the House shared in it.
But he did not thirst and greed after office.
If such laws were passed as would enable
Lim to go into some of the industries of this
country, he would prefer to do so to stopping
in the House ; but no man had a right to feel
confidence that the laws of the country would
be administered honestly after what had
occurred. There was one matter he had to
remark upon, and which he had nearly
omitted to mention. When he first issued
his address to the electors of Mitchell, in
October, 1866, he wrote to the Colonial Seere-
tary, and asked for an additional polling
place to be established. The Minister told
him that as the number of electors was
merely nominal, he could not think of
incurring expense. IHe wrote a seeond
time, acquainting the Colonial Secretary with
the fact that the only polling place was at the
extreme end of a district, 230 miles by 160
miles, and that it could not be supposed the
electors would travel all those distances to
record their votes. Then, as the honorable
gentleman could have proved by the roll, to
which he must have had access, that, instead
of the electors numbering two or three, there
were ninety-seven on the roll. At Ipswich,
when addressing his constituents, the honor-
able gentleman, to his surprise, stated that
Clermont had only half-a-dozen electors, and
that Mitchell had about the same. Was it
not astonishing that a gentleman, holding
such a high position, should make such mis-
statements ? Could anybody have confi-
dence in him ? When hie made such incorrect
statements on trifling subjects, in and out of
the House, could he be trusted in more
important matters ? The reason why so few
ersons appeared at the nominations at
Titchell was plain. Opposition was not
expected, and only a legal number left their
business to attend the nomination. Of
course, if there should be opposition, every
voter would have timely notice of the elec-
tion. Though there were only ninety-seven
electors on the roll, he knew, from good
information, that there were at least five
hundred male adults in the distriet of
Mitchell, attending something like half-a-
million of sheep, or their equivalent in cattle.
That large quantity of stock employed
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directly or indirectly five men per thousand,
and he could prove 1t easily. Nobady would
deny that at the time of Separation, there
was no other industry than squatting in
Queensland. The stock in.the colony was,
say, five millions of sheep or their equivalent
in” cattle, and the population was 23,000.
Therefore, he contended, that a new district

pendent men on the Opposition as on the | like Mitehell, employing within its boundaries

| five hundred men, ought fairly to be consi-

dered as indirectly giving employment to
another two thousand persons. Bub the
whole subject of representation would be
discussed again, and he would defer further
remarks upon if.

On the motion of Mr, Puen, the debate
was adjourned until Tuesday, 13th instant.






