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THE 

P ARLIAMI-DNTARY DEBATES 
DURING T!IE 

FIFTH SESSION OF 'l'HE SECOND PARLIAMENT OF THE COLONY 
OF QUEENSLAND, AUSTRALIA, 

APPOINTED TO MBET 

AT BRISBANE, mr TIIE SEVENTH DAY OF MAY, IN THE THIRTIETH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF HER 

MAJES'fY QUEEN VICTORIA, AKNOQUE DOMINI 1867. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 
Tuesd«y, 7 J1£ay, 1867. 

:fi.:ieeting of l>arliam:nt.-Vice-R·•:;al Speech.- Se1\'Cragc 
and Drainage of Towns Bill.-Address in Re_ply to 
Opening Speech. 

MEETING OF PARLIAMENT. 
The Parliament, which had been prorogued 

successively from the 23rd October, 1866, to 
the 12th January, 1867, and thence to the 
7th May, Hl67, met this clay for the despatch 
of business. 'l'he Honorable the President 
and members of the Legislative Council 
assembled in the Council Chamber at noon, 
pursuant to the Proclamation of His Excel
lency the Governor, and the Proclamation 
was read by the Clerk of the House. 

VICE-REGAL SPEECH. 
His .Excellency the Governor came clown 

to the House in state, and having taken his 
seat on the dais, the Acting U slwr of the 
Black Rod was directed to request the 
attendance of .Mr. Speaker and the members 
of the Legislative Assembly. 

The Honorable the Speaker and the mem
bers of the Legi,dative Assembly being 
present, and honorable members of both 
Houses being seated, 

His ExcELLENCY was pleased to deliver the 
following Speech :-

" HoNORABLE GEN"TLEJVIEN OF THE LEGISLA
TIVE COUNCIL, AND GENTLEMEN OF THE 
LEGISLATIVE AssEMBLY,-

" 1. It is with much satisfaction that, at 
the usual period of the year, when it is most 
convenient for many of you to attend upon 
your Parliamentary duties, I again invite 
you to the consideration of the public busi
ness. 

" 2. I have much pleasure in directing 
your attention to the result of the Postal 
Conference which has lately been held at 
Melbourne. Papers referring to the pro
ceedings will be laid before you, and your 

~auction will be asked to the course of action 
agreed on. The experimental steam service 
vi{/, Ton·es' Straits, undertaken during the 
last year, has been conducted with moderate 
success, and its establishment as a permanent 
postal route is now recommended upon terms 
which may be considered advantageous to this 
colony, and which will a:fford additional faci
lities for postal and telegraphic communica
tion to all the Australian colonies. 

"3. 'l'he Leasing and Agricultural Reserves 
Acts have been brought into active operation 
during the recess, and the survey of crown 
lands has been vigorously prosecuted. Ex
tensive areas have been proclaimed in the 
districts of Moreton and Darling Downs. 
An ample supply of suitable land has thus 
been secured for agricultural occupation ; 
while, at the same time, an almost unlimited 
amount will still he available for competitive 
purchase and pastoral investment. The 
public domain is, happily, of such vast 
extent, and of such a varied character, that 
there can be no practical diillculty in supply
ing the utmost possible demand for the 
possession of landed property. I invite your 
special attention to a Bill which will be 
introduced to consolidate and amend the 
laws relating to the leasing of crown 
lands. It is of the highest importance that 
leasehold as well as freehold tenure should 
be placecl on the most favorable footing 
possible ; and my Responsible Advisers 
think that this may be clone without detri
ment to the revenue, or without any sacrifice 
of those rights which it is essential to con
serve for the public benefit. 

" 4. The arrival on our shores during the 
last two years of considerable numbers of 
unsuitable immigrants, whose passages were 
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defrayed from funds provided by the colony, 
has rendered it necessary to bring to a close 
a syRtcm sustained chiefly by borrowed 
capital, and liable in its operations to be 
abused. It is, however, important to keep 
in view the fact that no new country has 
ever advanced in material wealth and pros
perity unless aided by the influx of an 
industrious population. A Bill on this vital 
question will be submitted for your con
sideration. 

" 5. The authorised public works are 
rapidly approaching completion. Already 
the most important and most expensive of 
our railway contracts has been finished, 
and the line to Toowoomba is now ready for 
traffic. It is confidently anticipated that in 
a few months other contracts will be brought 
to a close, and additional lines of railway 
thrown open for public use. 

" 6. Bills for the consolidation and amend
ment of the law of distress and replevin ; 
of the law relating to small debts courts ; 
of the police in towns; of the laws 1·elating 
to bills of exchange, promissory notes, and 
cheques ; with other measures of public 
importance, will also be laid before you. 

" 7. You will be requested to appoint a 
joint committee of both Houses to inquire 
into and report upon the monetary position 
of the colony; the interests ·of trade and 
commerce require that the principles of credit 
and of the currency should be thoroughly 
understood and appreciated. I comn1end to 
your dispassionate judgment this interesting 
subject, which so intimately affects the wel
fare of the whole community. 

"GENTLEMEN OF THE LEGISLATIVE As
SEMBLY:-

" 8. The Estimates for the year 1868 have 
been prepared with the utmost economy con
sistent with the making due provision for the 
necessary expenditure of the year. 

"9. My Responsible Advisers are of 
opinion that the time has arrived when it will 
be necessary to place the representation of 
the people on a footing commensurate with 
the altered circumstances of the country 
since the passing of the Constitution Act. 
Several populous places are now inadequately 
represented, while there are some extensive 
country electorates which may conveniently 
be re-adjusted. It is, however, essential, 
before making any changes involving such 
important consequences, that a true estimate 
should be formed of the number, character, 
and distribution of the population. With 

this view, a Bill to authorise the taking of a 
census will be placed before you. 

"HoNORABLE GENTLE~IEN AND GENTLE-

MEN:-

" 10. Queensland, in common vdth the 
United Kingdom and the rest of the British 
Empire, has suffered severely from the 
financial crisis of 1866. Nevertheless, there 
are many encouraging features in the official 
returns. The export of gold during the 
past year amounted to £85,561. As com
pared with the neighboring colonies, we do 
not at present rank high as a gold producing 
country ; but when it is remembered that 
but little capital has been hitherto invested 
in machinery, the amount just quoted tends 
to shew that the employment of the methods 
adopted elsewhere would in all probability 
confirm the opinion entertained by scientific 
observers, that our auriferous deposits are 
both extensive and abundant. Rewards have 
been offered for the discovery of new gold 
fields, and you will be asked to sanction the 
terms upon which they have been notified. 
In othe~ new branches of productive in
dustry remarkable progress has been made. 
'l'he cotton crop of 1866 considerably ex
ceeded in value that of 1865, and the still 
larger increase of this year places it beyond 
a doubt that, before long, the export of this 
valuable commodity will prove an attractive 
feature for the intending immigrant. The 
sugar-cane also is being extensively culti
vated ; refining machinery is being erected 
in both the Southern and N 01·thern Districts, 
and tlwre is every reason to anticipate that 
at no distant date the amount of sugar 
manufactured and of rum distilled, will 
much more than meet the large demand for 
local consumption. At the same time, our 
coal-fields are increasing both in number and 
in quality ; and the rich copper mines of the 
North are being rapidly developed. 

" 11. From the published returns, it 
appears that our imports during the first 
quarter of last year amounted to £724,536, 
and our exports to £463,768. 'l'he returns 
for the first quarter of the present year 
shew, as nearly as can be ascertained, om· 
imports as amounting to £473,597, and our 
exports to £645,57 2. This is the first period 
since the colony was established during 
which the exports have exceeded the imports, 
and I have much pleasure in offering my 
congratulations upon this subject. 

" 12. The matters to which I have directed 
your attention will, I am confident, receive 
your best consideration. I earnestly pray 
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that your deliberations may promote the 
general prosperity and future progress of 
Queensland." 

SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE OF 
TOWNS BILL. 

The Honorable the PosTMASTER-GENERAL 
presented, pro furma, a "Bill to provide for 
the sewerage and drainage of towns in the 
Colony of Queensland," which was read a 
first time. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY 'l'O OPENING 
SPEECH. 

The Honorable the PRESIDENT road the 
Sp,·eeh of His Excellency the Governor at 
the opening of the present session of Parlia
ment. A select committee, eonsisting of 
the Honorable the Postmaster-General, the 
Honorable vV. Hobbs, and the Honorable 
J. C. Heussler, was appointed to prepare an 
address in reply. 

The committee retired, and shortly after
wards brought up the following address, 
which was read by the Clerk of the House:-

" To His Excellency Sir GEORGE FERGUSON 
BowEN, Knight Grand Cross of the 
Most Distinguished Order of St. 
Michael and St. Ge01·ge, Captain
General and Governor-in-Chief of the 
Colony of Queensland and its Depen
dencies, and Vice-Admiral of. the same, 
&c., &c., &c. 

"MAY IT PLEASE YOUR ExCELLENCY,-
" l. vV e, Her Majesty's loyal and dutiful 

subjects, the members of the Legislative 
Council in Parliament assembled, desire to 
assure your Excellency of our continued 
loyalty and af±(JCtion towards the person and 
government of our Th1:ost Gracious Sovereign, 
and to thank your Excellency for the Speech 
wi&h which you have been pleased to open 
the present session. 

" 2. We shall give our best attention to 
the papers laid before us relating to the 
Postal Conference lately held in Melbourne, 
and trust that your Excellency's antici
pations of advantage to the Colony from 
the measures therein recommended may be 
realized. 

" 3. We are glad to learn that the Acts 
passed last session with a view to the 
settlement of the country have been brought 
into operation, and that measures have been 
taken for keeping the quantity of surveyed 
land up to the requirements of the public. 
Our best attention shall be given to any 
measure which may be introduced by your 
Excellency's Government for the improve
ment of the leasehold tenure of the crown 
lands. 

" 4. The question of immigration shall be 
considered by us with a care proportioned 
to its importance. 

" 5. vVe rejoice to hea1• that the public 
works of the colony are in so satisfactory a 
state. 

" 6. We shall be prepared to give our 
attention to the alterations in the law sug
gested by your Excellency's Speech. 

"7. \Ve agree with your Excellency's 
Advisers that the monetary affairs of the 
Colony demand a Parliamentary investiga· 
tion, and to that end shall gladly co-operate 
with the Legislative Assembly, as may be 
deemed most advisable. 

" 8. We agree with your Excellency that 
the production of gold in the Colony cannot 
be expected to increase without the com
bined application of capital and labor, and 
trust that our quartz reefs, which we believe 
to be second to none in the Australian 
colonies, may soon attract the attention 
from capitalists to which their richness 
entitles them. 

" 9. We see with pleasure the increase 
of the several industries developed in the 
production of cotton and sugar, as well as 
the increasing value of our coal fields. 

" 10. vV e reciprocate your Excellency's 
congratulations on the satisfactory relation 
borne by our exports to our imports ; and, 
in conclusion, trust that, by the blessing of 
Providence, the depression in our affairs 
will be found to have passed by, and that all 
classes of Her Majesty's subjects in the 
Colony of Queensland may participate in 
returning prosperity." 

The Hon. vV. HoBBS : Honorable gen~le
men-I rise to move that the address wh1eh 
has iust been read to the House be adopted. 
It i; now some years since I had the honor 
of moving the adopti~n of a similar addre~s 
in reply to an Openmg Speech fr?m H1s 
Excellency the Governor. At that t1me the 
colony had emerged from its obscurity-Mr. 
J ordan was in England, lecturing to the 
people at home, charming them _with his 
descripti.mg of the resources of thrs colony 
and the liberality of our land laws, and 
inducing many to leave the~r homes ::nd to 
emigrate to Queensland. Then a trde of 
immigration had fairly set in to ou_r shores, 
agricultural settlement was advancmg, n_ew 
townships springing u~, a pastoral popu~atron 
was spreadin<Y over a wrde extent of terntory, 
new interests" were being created, and trade 
and commerce were flourishing throughout the 
colony. This state of things continued u~til 
the middle of last year, when the news of uhe-
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great commercial crisis reached this colony, 
ancl plunged it at once into embarrassment 
and distress. The effects of that crisis were 
sorely and severely felt. Immigration still 
c,mtinued-ships arrived ·which had been 
previously arranged for in England-and the 
consequence was that the immigrants, upon 
their arrival, found all the public works 
suspended and no field for employment onen 
to them. Since that time-and but a few 
months have elapsed since then-this state of 
embarrassment and misfortune has more or 
less existed ; but I shall be able to shew 
honora ble gentlemen, from statistics, that, in 
spite of these disadvantages, the colony has 
still progressed. (Hear, he:tr.) I hear some 
satirical cheers from certain honorable mem
bers, but I think I shall be able to satisfy 
them by giving them-not my own bare 
statement that this is the case, but the 
facts and figures of the Registrar-General in 
confirmation. I have stated that, in spite of 
this embarrassment and the monetary pres
sure from which we have been suffering, the 
colony has continued to progress. I find 
that in 1865 our population was estimated at 
87,775 souls. This was at the end of the 
year; and at the same period in 18G6 it was 
96,172, which shews a considerable increase. 
The amount of live stock had also incrC'ased 
considerably. On the 31st December, 1865, 
the number of sheep in the colony was 
estimated at 6,810,005, and in December, 
1866, at 7,227,019, shewing an increase of 
9·58 per cent. The cattle h~d incre3_scd from 
887,856 to 919,393, or 8·37 per cent.; and 
horses from 51,091 to 52,291, or 2<l5 per 
cent. The land under cultivation in Decem
ber, 1865, was estimated at 14,414 acres, and 
in the corresponding month in 1866 at 24,'133 
acres. The quantity of wool exported was 
calculated at the end of 1865 to be 12,251,841 
pounds; and in December, 1866, it amounted 
to 14,346,239 pounds, valued at £987,659. 
I quote these figures to shew that the colony 
has progressed, in spite of the monetary 
depression under which it has labored; and 
there is no doubt that it will continue to 
progress, if facilities in a money point of 
view are afforded, sueh as it oug'ht to ccrn
mand. I make these observations at the 
outset, because I shall probably have to refer 
to them again. I will now invite the atten
tion of honorable members to the several 
paragraphs in His Excellency's Speech. I 
think it is a matter of great congratulation, 
not only to the country, but to the Govern
ment, that the negotiations connected with 
the Postal Conference have been of so satis
factory a character. If honorable members 
wi!llook over the papers having reference to 
th1s subject, they will see that the facilities 
for postal communication are very mucn 
ll1Cl'eased, at an almost nominal increase of 
expenditure. Instead of one monthly mail, 
by vray of Suez, at a cost of £10,000 a ye~:r, 
or thereabouts, we shall have fmtnightl:y 
commu.uication via Suez and King George's 

Sound and by way of Singapore and Tones' 
Straits, and a third line via New Zealand and 
Panama. The advantage to the colonists of 
these additional opportunities wil_l b~ gref:lt ; 
for it will brino- them in commumcabon with 
America and Vl':'ith the various islands in the 
seas throuO'h which thcoe mail lines pass, and 
also with New ZPaland. The additional cost 
will be something like £14,000 a year, and 
we shall have thr0e postal lines inst.ead '?f 
one. 'l'he next subject refel'l'~d to m HI;s 
Excellency's Snoech is the Loasmg and Agn
cuhural Re~er~es Acts. Honorable gentlemen 
are aware that this Act has only been in 
operation six months. During that time 
2\J,OOO acres have been taken up under 
its provisions; and in furtherance of the 
operations of that _measure ,I. see that ~he 
Government have wlselyproc1mmed cxtens_Ive 
areas in the di,tricts ot J\lloreton and Darlmg 
Downs, their object being t_o prevent ~he 
country from being monopohzed by a ,cw 
capitalist~, to the exclusion of agriculturists. 
Now, it is well known, and has been f?r 
years-and I believe it is w:ell known I_n 
England also-that the Darlmg Downs lil 
the o-arden of the colony, and that there are 
veryb few productions which cannot be raised 
in that fertile district. It poss~sses the 
advantage of a railway, and, instead of three 
days, the journey to Toowoomba can now be 
performed in six hours; the climate is m<;>st 
salubrious, the soil rich, and not too heavily 
timbered ; it is in all respects all that an 
agriculturist can wish for. I have been 
informed that cotton can be grown on the 
Downs almo.>t as well as on this side of the 
Range, and I believe it can also.be produced 
on the Dawson. Under these circumstances 
the Darling Downs promises to be one vast 
cotton field, the produce of which can be 
conveyed by ruil to the shipping ports at _a 
moderate cost. In paragraph No. 3 I _see 1t 
is the intention of the Government to mtro
duce a Bill to consolidate and amend the 
laws relating to the leasing of crown land~ ; 
and His Excellency states at the close of 1t : 
-"and my responsible advisers think that 
this may be d<;me without det!iment to the 
revenue, or without any sacr1fice of those 
rights which it is essential to conserve for 
the public benefit<' I do _not ~;ww what 
is meant by "sacrifice of r1ghts, for I am 
not in the secrets of the UrJJinet, and I 
cannot say what may be the intention <;>f t_h~s 
Bill; but I cannot conceive that any mchvi
dual or class more than another can have any 
rio-hts to be sacrificed, and I hope the 
G~vernment do not contemplate doing any
thing to give one portion of t_he community 
an advantage over another; m o_ther.words, 
I hope this does not mean a~ythmg hke the 
introduction of a further Lea:-mo-Act for either 
five or ten years leases. The ;a~lway ha:v~ng 
been made-and it was made m oppositlOn 
to manv honorable members in this House
it is e~sential, and indeed only fair, that 
the Darling Downs and vV est Moreton con· 
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stituencies who caused it to he made should 
allow the land in their districts to be 
reserved in ordertopayforthc great expendi
ture required for its construction. This, I 
think, is only fair and reasonable. Another 
subject referred to in the Speech is immigra
tion. Five years ago this was in a pros
perous condition-every ship brought out 
a large number of immigrants, who 
possessed capital and other qualifications 
necc<<mry in a young colony. It was esti
mated, I believe by 1\l:r. Jordan, in his evi
denee, that the immigrant ships in those 
days brought with them, upon an average, 
from £25,000 to £30,000 each. Unfortu
nately, the system under which that sbte of 
things occurred was interfered lfith, and 
upon it was engrafted another system, or 
rather an excrescence, which provided for the 
introduction of immigration from funds 
founded upon loans. I am of opinion that 
immigration should be self-supporting, and 
that if we encourage men to come out here 
we should oil:er them land in payment of 
their expenses ; but I do not think it is a 
proper ~ystem to borrow money in order to 
introduce a class of immigrants who are 
likely to stay only a day or two here and 
then go elsewhere. The land order system 
was of such a nature that it required a man 
to remain in the colony two years before he 
could obtain his land, and during that time 
he became so wedded to the country that it 
would take a great deal to tempt him to 
leave it. A Bill on this question I see is also 
to be submitted for comideration, and I am 
sure honorable members will see the neces
sity of some alteration when they compare 
the immigration of late years with thnt of 
1862. I may mention here, that in order to 
carry out that system properly it would be 
very desirable to secure Mr. Jordan's ser
vices again. He has never been a party to 
the excrescence which has been founded on 
the original system ; but when he had 
entire control of the immigration under the 
land order system there was very little 
to find fault with ;-it was not until the 
foolish tinkcrings with that system were 
commenced that we got into difficulties. 
With regard to the public works,I have very 
little to say. I am very glad to hear that 
the railway to Toowoomba is completed and 
open for traffic. There is, I am aware, an 
omission in this part of the Speech. No 
reference is mude to the Brisbane bridge, 
which I consider almost as great a national 
undertaking as the raihYay. I think it was 
great folly to entrust such an important work 
to the Brisbane corporation, and I hope the 
Government will come to the l'f':<cue and 
devise some means of completing it. I pass 
over the sixth clause of the Speech, as I have 
no acquaintance with the legal measures to 
which it refers. There is, however, one sub
ject upon which I must occupy the attention 
of the House for a short time, and I wish it 
had been alluded to in the first rather than 

the seventh paragraph. I need not say that, 
in conjunction with other honorable gentle
men, I have, been deeply concerned at the 
monetary position of the colony. In the 
exercise of my vocation I, of course, come 
into collision with many persons, and the 
great cry is that they have plenty of pr:o· 
perty but they can get no money for rt. 
This st:tte of things has occurred before now 
in England, and the Government have had 
to step in to relieve the country. I have 
before me a volume of the Imperial Hansard 
for 1826, during which year there was a 
great commercial crisis at home, and I find 
that when the King opened the Parliame~t 
this subject occupied the first clauses of hrs 
speech. [The lwnorable gentleman read the 
openin,g speecl~ qf his J1Iajesty King GeoJ:Ife 
IV., in the ;~;ear 1826.-:-Vide "Ha:Mard," 2nd 
s,ories, vol. 14. J Durmg that sessron a select 
committPe was appointed to consider the 
subject, and various suggestions were made. 
The Lord .Mayor and aldermen and the 
merchants of London waited upon the Prime 
:Minister, and urged him to adopt the course 
pursued by vVilliam Pitt in 1793, viz., to 
make advances on the security and deposit 
of goods. Great distress existed at that 
time, a great number of hanks had smashed, 
and general commercial depression prevailed. 
The suggestion urged upon the Prime 
Jl.'finister was carried out, as I have stated, by 
\Yilliam Pitt, on which occasion five millions 
of exchequer bills were issued and advanced 
to the merchants on the deposit of goods as 
;;ecurity. It so happened that these five 
millions were more than sufficient-two and 
a half millions only being required; and, 
instead of losing by t.he transaction, the 
Government made a consrderable profit to the 
revenue, the money having been borrowed 
at 3 per cent. and lent to the merchants at 
u per cent. Well, it was urged upon the 
then Prime Minister, Lord Liverpool, that 
it was desirable to adopt this plan again, and 
Lord Liverpool refused at first to clo so. 
They then called upon the Bank of England, as 
they looked upon that institution as unequal 
to carry out the monetary interests of the 
country, to give up that portion of i~s charter 
which prevented other banks from bemg estab
lished within sixty miles of London unless 
they had more than six partners. The con
sequence was that the Bank of England had 
to give in, and joint stock banks sprung up 
in every direction, and the commercial disas
ter was swept away. Other remedies were 
adopted, but I merely mention this to shew 
that when there is a commercial crisis it is 
the duty of Parliament to step in and 
endeavor to remove it. The subject is an inex
haustible one, and I will not trouble the House 
with any further observations upon it, hut, if 
it goes to the length of a select committee, I 
may perhaps be able to lay before them cer
tain facts and figures vrhich have come to my 
knowledge lately. I have noticed the fact that 
the Registrar-General has shewn an increase 
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in _the J?Opulation of the colony to 96,172, and 
this brmgs me to the census referred to in 
the ninth paragraph of the Speech. In 1863 
Parliament was dissolved, and a census taken 
before entering upon any railway expendi
ture-honorable members will find in the 
records of this House that I moved a resolu
tion to that effect-and the consequence was 
that a Railway Parliament was returned. 
The populati<;m, which on the 1st January, 
1864, was estimated at 61,457, having since 
that time shewn an increase of 35,715, I 
think that it is only fair that during the pre
sent critical juncture of affairs a fresh census 
should be taken prior to any dissolution 
which may take place ; and I think it would 
be judicious to introduce an Electoral Act 
for the purpose of grouping together this 
population into something like fair electoral 
districts. The present distribution of elec
torates is anything but fair. There are 
some which do not contain more than twenty 
electors, and some which have probably but 
five or six ;-in one election I think only 
three votes were polled, and that electorate 
returned one member. The district of East 
Moreton, which returns two members, and 
co~tributes largely to the revenue, had, I 
thmk last year, a roll of 1,500 electors, which 
has since greatly increased, and I have no 
doubt there are others in a similar position. 
I will only advert to one or two other topics 
in the Speech, and chiefly to cotton and 
sugar, both of which have considerably 
increased during the past year. I find that on 
31st December, 1865, there were only 477 
acres of land under cotton crops, while the 
quantity of acres estimated at the corres
ponding period of last year was 2,884 acres; 
there were 449 acres of sugar crops in 1865 
and in 1866 607 acres. So that, as I hav~ 
before observed, in all these essential elements 
of prosperity the colony has steadily pro
gressed, notwithstanding the late monetary 
depression; but in consequence of the lan
guishing state of our commerce it is neces
sary that something should be done this ses
s!on to put the currency in a healthy condi
tio~, a11:d to p~event our ~anks from inflating 
thmr mrculatwn at one time and contracting 
it at another. If this be done I feel con
vinced that the country will advance instead 
of retrograde. I will now conclude by 
moving formally that the address, as read by 
the Clerk of the House, be adopted. 

The Hon. J. C. HEuSSLER seconded the 
motion, and observed that he could indorse 
the remarks which had fallen from the horror
able member who had just sat down, 
especially in reference to the result of the 
Postal Conference, which he regarded as 
highly satisfactory. The advantages which 
would accrue from the establishment of the 
new route via Torres' Straits would be 
great ; the colony would be connected with a 
large portion of the Asiatic Empire, and have 
direct communication with the East Indies. 
The increased expense, too, of £14,000 annu-

ally, would be considerably modified, inas
much as some of the northern ports would 
be included in that route. With regard to 
the third paragraph, which referred to the 
introduction of a Bill to amend the laws relat
ing to the leasing of crown lands, he would 
observe that, notwithstanding the passing of 
the Act last season, he still heard complaints 
outside from persons possessing from £400 
or £500 to £1000 that they wanted to take 
up land, and could not obtain it. His idea 
had always been to have large agricultural 
reserves throughout the length and breadth of 
the colony, and especially in the districts 
below the .Hange, and in the Darling Downs. 
Unfortunately, there had been too many 
theories on the subject, and the ideas of 
moderate thinkers had not been adopted. 
He should be sorry if such reservations 
should press hardly upon any gentlemen 
owning property in what was termed t~e 
garden of Queensland, but that was unavoid
able; and it was an old and well-known maxim 
of political economy, that the greatest good 
should be done to the greatest number. 
Some of those gentlemen, he believed, had 
made up their minds to turn their attention 
to cotton growing, and he could only say, he 
hoped they would be successful in their 
endeavors. With regard to immigration, 
he could not quite indorse all that had been 
said by the honorable member, Dr. Hobbs, 
about the introduction of unsuitable immi
grants. It was impossible that Jilr. Jordan 
could personally inspect all the immigrants 
who were sent out; he had to depend in a 
great measure upon the agents in different 
parts of the country. The great object, he 
thought, was to avoid placing too much power 
in the hands of any one mercantile firm-that 
had hitherto been the great fault, in his opinion. 
The honorable gentleman had spoken of 
£20,000 or £30,000 of capital arriving by each 
immigrant ship; but it must be remembered, 
that when such a state of things existed there 
was a great to do in the old country about 
Queensland, and many persons were induced 
to come out who were greatly~disappointed 
when they arrived. For the future, more 
moderate expectations would be formed. In 
the main, however, he entirely concurred 
with the remarks of the honorable member. 
He was not in a position to say much about 
the public works of the colony. He had 
not been over the railways, but could not 
doubt that, in the absence of other modes of 
transit, they would do much to promote the 
traffic of the country, and ultimately yield a 
return forthemoneyinvestedin them. He quite 
agreed with the honorable gentleman, that the 
Government during a commercial crisis had 
not only a right, but should consider it a duty, 
to seek for remedies; and although the science 
of banking had been greatly improved since 
1826, an inquiry such as had been suggested, 
would doubtless be productive if much 
benefit. He fully concurred in the tenth 
paragraph of the Speech, in reference to 
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new branches of productive industry; and he 
was glad to see, in the eleventh paragraph, 
that the imports for the first quarter of the 
present year amounted to £473,597, and the 
exports to £645,572. That statement could, 
however, hardly be considered, in a com
mercial sense, as a correct index of the pros
perity of a country, because there were 
countries who did not export quite as much 
as they imported, which were still rich, and 
vice versa. It was, nevertheless, a good 
feature to find the exports were in excess of 
the imports. He would not take up the 
time of the House at any greater length. 
He concurred with the honorable mover of 
the address, that the continued progress of 
the colony under present circumstances was 
a subject for congratulation, and he had 
great pleasure in seconding the motion. 

The Hon. vV. wOOD said he had listened 
to the Speech ofHisExcellency the Governor, 
and to the address in reply, as read by the 
Clerk, as well as to the speeches in support of 
it made by the honorable mover and seconder, 
and he could only regret that the honorable 
gentleman who moved it, who belonged to 
the Government, who was a Government 
official, had not considered it his duty to 
move it from his proper place on the Govern
ment benches. He did not intend, at that 
time, further to raise the question whether, 
under the Constitution Act, it was right to 
have five Government officers out of nineteen 
members of the House. So it was, however; 
first there was the honorahle the Postmaster
General, the Collector of Customs, then the 
Immigration Agent--

The Hon. J. C. HEussLER: I must dis
claim the horror of being Immigration Agent. 

'l'he Hon. W. WOOD: At any rate, he 
(Mr. Wood) had seen the honorable mem
ber's name gazotted with the names of 
JHr. McDonnell and Mr. Lyqns, as having 
received money from the Government for 
immigration; he thought, therefore, he was 
riP"ht in calling him a Government official. 
'.rhen there was the newly appointed Health 
Officer, and the honorable member who was 
absent from the colony, the Parliamentary 
Draftsman. There were thus five in all, and 
he thought if the Government could only 
find Government officials to move and second 
the address, they should at least keep them 
on the Government benches. He only pur
posed to occupy the attention of the House 
for a short time on the subjects referred to 
in the address, as he would at once state his 
intention of moving an amendment upon it ; 
and he trusted that when he had read that 
amendment some honorable member would 
move for an adjournment, in order that time 
might be afforded fully to consider the nature 
both of the address and the amendment. 
Before doing so, however, he wished to point 
out a few of the fallacies which had been 
advanced by the honorable mover and seconder 
in their speeches to the House. The former 
had quoted a long roll of figures in support 

of his assertions- in fact, the honorable 
gentleman seemed stuffed with figures, which 
it appeared he had obtained from the 
Registrar-General's Report f?r 18?6. Now, 
supposing such a report was m ex1stence, he 
could conceive nothing more unfair than for 
one Government official to go to another 
Government official, and get out of him, for 
the purpose of making use of in th~ House, 
information which had not been laid before 
Parliament. The only report b~fore the 
Legislature was that for 1865, whiCh by no 
means bore out the figures quoted by the 
honorable gentleman, and, until that was 
replaced by a fresh return, the honorable 
member had no right to try and make the 
House believe in a totally different state of 
things. The honorable member might or 
might not be correct ; at any rate, the House 
was in nossession of no evidence for or 
aO'ainst the figures he hacl made use of. He 
w~s glad to hear from the honorable gentle
man who had seconded the address '·that the 
colony was not only exporting wool, but also 
cotton, sugar, and other productions. That 
was, no doubt, a gratifying fact, and very 
creditable to those gentlemen who had exerted 
themselvPs to promote the cultivation of 
those articles. The honorable mover had 
stated that the country ought to be very 
thankful that the railway to 'l'oowoomba had 
been completed. His ~xcellency ha~ bee~ 
very reticent on that subJect, and, for his par", 
before he indorsed the statement, he should 
be glad of some further information on the 
subject, which, perhaps, the honora?l.e the 
Postmaster-General would be in a positiOn to 
afford. The House had been informed that 
Toowoomba could now be reached in six 
hours ; but that was, of course, only when 
the train did not run off the line. Then the 
honorable member had dilated a good deal 
on the cotton which could be grown on the 
Downs, and, of course, it was well known 
who was his authority-it would be sufficient 
to say that it was a gentleman who had 
lately visited his constituents at Dalby. 
'l'he honorable member had also stated that 
he was not in the secrets of the Cabinet. 
He thought that was hardly fair, and that 
after the honorable gentleman had been 
seduced from the party with whom he had 
always previously acted, and r~bbed of the 
dignity which then attached to lnm, he ought 
to' have been allowed a little glimpse into the 
Government policy -just a peep into the 
secrets of the Cabinet. Why should the 
Government put up a man to support such a 
speech- such an absurd speech -without 
allowing him to know what was really. meant 
by it ? The Speech, of course, hke all 
speeches, merely consisted of a lot of words 
piled up together-one promise for one con
stituency, another for another, an~ a general 
effort to induce as many as poss1ble to vote 
for the Ministry. The honorable gentleman 
had next proceeded to talk about the census, 
but he (lVIr. Wood) should have thought thJ 
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honorable member must have known that the 
last census was taken at the wrong time, and 
was worthless, inasmuch as it was not taken 
at the same time as the imperial census, or that 
of the other colonies. The honorable gentle
man had then gone on to say that in some of 
the electorates there were only some five or 
six electors. The honorable member must 
recollect, that even in his favorite districts 
Brisbane and East Moreton, it was impossibl~ 
to get all the constituents to vote · even in 
the City of London not more than 'one-third 
of the electors exercised their riaht, and it 
did not by any means follow th~t, because 
electors who resided at great distances from 
the polling places did not avail themselves of 
their privilege, the electorates contained an 
inadequate number. The honorable member 
had then made a long tirade aaainst the 
hanks, affirmed that they had bee~ the ruin 
of the colony, and advocated the establish
ment of q, national hank ; but he had omitted 
to say whether that hank should he a bank 
of deposit only, or a bank of diacount. He 
(Mr. Wood) did not intend to make any 
further comments upon the speeches of the 
honorahle mover and seconder. 1'he honor
ahle gentleman who had seconded it, as a 
junior member, had made a very good speech, 
although, of course, he had only echoed 
what had been said by his Excellency, and 
the honorable gentleman who had preceded 
him. He was not, however, going to let off 
that honorahle gentleman so easily. For the 
last seven sessions he had been a determined 
opponent of the present Premier's Govern
ment, and why should he turn round all at 
once and support the Ministry ; and if so 
why not, since he had been newly gazetted: 
go over and occupy a seat beside the other 
Government officials ? There was nothing in 
the Speech or address that coincided with 
the views the honorahle member had con
sistently advocated in the past, though it 
appeared that they agreed with his views for 
the future. He (Mr. \Vood) was quite sur
prised to see a gentleman, for whom he 
had always entertained the highest respect, 
bought over so easily. Could it he that he 
had allowed himself to he placed in such a 
position for the sake of ousting a really good 
and deserving officer-was that really the 
cause of the wonderful change which had 
come over the honorahle gentleman ? He 
felt hound to make these remarks, as he felt 
that the honorable member, whom he had 
hitherto supported, had not acted up to his 
general principles. He would now move 
the amendment :-

We, Her Majesty's loyal and dutiful subjects, 
member" of the Legislative Council of Queensland 
in Parliament assembled, desire to assure your 
Excellency of our loyalty and affection to the 
person and government of our gracious Sovereign ; 
but, whilst thanking your Excellency for the 
Speech with which you have been pleased to open_ 
the present session, we r8gret that we are unable 
to return the usual pro forma reply. 

2 .. We conside1• that the formal resolutions 
and express wishes of Parliament when last in 
session have been unconstitutionally disobeyed 
and disregarded by your Excellency's Ministers 
during the recess. 

3. We feel t1mt Parliament, through those 
members of its body who have twice addressed 
your Excellency, has been treated with contumely 
and insult, and we must most respectfully decline 
to consider any Of the topics of your Excelleney's 
Speech, until the power of the people, as repl·e
sented by Parliament, shall have been fully 
vindicated, the right~ of both Houses re-asserted, 
and thei1· dignity restored. . 

4. \V e trust that the essentJa,J elements of 
prosperity are still abundant in Queensland, and 
we unite with your Excellh1CY in the expresswn 
of a fervent hope that the blessing of Providence 
may attend us in all our efforts. 
The amendment might possibly take some 
honorable members b'y surprise, and he hoped, 
therefore, as .i.t was not competent for him to 
move the adjournment of the debate, that 
some other honorable member would do so, in 
order that the address and amendment might 
both he placed at the same time in the hands 
of honorable members. He would observe 
that the amendment arose entirely out of the 
course pursued by the Government during 
the recess. Further than that, he declined 
to take the slightest notice of the Vice-regal 
Speech, until some satisfaction bad been 
given for the insult which had been ofiered 
to the Parliament. The honorahle gentleman 
at the head of the Government had informed 
the members who formed the deputation to 
His Excellency, that they were only private 
gentlemen during the recess. But Parliament 
had met, and they were private gentlemen 
no longer, hut members of Parliament meet
ing the Government face to face, determined 
to have the answer to their request which 
was denied them in .January last. Honor
ahle members would recollect, that during 
the recess a large number of members of 
both Houses went up to Government House 
andohtainedan interview with His Excellency, 
in order to protest against the continuance of 
the works on the Warwick Railway, which 
were being carried on against the express 
wish of the Legislature. Those gentlemen 
were met by His Excellency, ancl also hy the 
present-or rather the late-J\finister for 
Works, who had, he regretted to say, 
resigned. They heard then that the Premier 
was unwell, and they were informed that 
they would get an answer in a short time. 
After a short time they received an answer 
from the Premier, which he could only 
characterise as one of the most glaring 
specimens of special pleading which could be 
produced. Instead of leaving it to the 
.1\Iinister for Works, who was the proper 
officer to give the reply, and who was present 
with the Governor when the address was 
presented, the Premier had gone out of his 
way to impute all sorts of motives, and to 
state that, as a certain loan had been passed, 
it was impossible for the Government to 



.Address in Reply [7 MAY.] to Opening Speealt. 9 

spend the money in any other way than that 
for which it was voted. He feared the 
honorable member and his colleagues entirely 
forgot that they had never expended one 
farthing of money for the purposes for which 
it was voted. In c~·ery case they had 
adopted a system of robbing Peter to pay 
Paul. Certain sums had been voted which 
they had expended just as they chose, tot::Llly 
ignoring the directions of the Legislature. 
'['he new Houses of Parliament were an 
instance of this ; and the new Hospital 
another-where was the money voted for 
them P An Act of Parliament had been 
passed "'hich authorised the sale of the site 
of the old Hospital in order to construct the 
new one ; he would ask whether any such 
fund had been so applied. Many other 
similar instances could be shewn. The 
\iV arwick Hail way itself, and the Dalby line, 
were commenced with money voted for the 
railway from I11swich to Toowoomba; that 
had been acknowledged by the Government 
in both Houses, but they said that as the 
money had been voted for railway purposes, 
they considered themselves authorised to use 
it upon one line as well as another. In fact, 
the Goyernment did not seem to have acted 
with the slightest intention of carrying out 
the instructions of Parliament; as soon as 
they got the money voted, they expended it on 
the first thing that came before them. Their 
only object appeared to be to try and borrow 
money for some fresh piece of reckless 
expenditure ; and then they had attempted 
to I?rove that-although the colony was 
heavily in debt, and retrenchment had become 
absolutely necessary-unless sums of money 
which had been previously granted wore 
expended for the purposes for which they 
were voted, faith in the colony would be 
lost. That appeared to him to be a most 
fallacious argument. For his part, he thought 
capitalists at home would be far more likely 
to lend money tp a colony which shewed a 
desire to draw in its horns and make an 
effort to keep its expenditure within moderate 
bounds. But now, it was found that the 
course adopted by the Premier and his 
Government was such as to show to the 
world that the colony was plunging deeper 
aud deeper into debt. The reply which 
had been given to the deputation by that 
honorable gentleman had been characterised 
by the most ins~lting language. vV ords had 
been used whwh he would have been 
ashamed to employ if he had been face to 
face with the deputation. The course taken 
throughout by the Premier had been to 
insult the members who had dared to address 
His Excellency on the subject. The next 
course taken by the members who signed 
the memorial was to address a protest to 
His Excellency the Governor, ·which was 
signed, not as Ptated by the Premier by 
thirteen, but virtually by sixteen members 
of the Legislative Assembly, although 
the honorable gentleman chose to ignore 

that three of those members were not 
then elected, and by nine or ten 
members of the Legislative Council. The 
request they then preferred was a very 
reasonable one-that Parliament should be 
called too-ether as speedily as possible. His 
Excelleu;y had chosen to inform them that 
he could not entertain their request when 
the Parliament was not in session-that the 
will of Parliament must always be cons.idered, 
and that the Ministry could do nothmg ~or 
which they were not accountable to Parh?-
ment. That being the case, the members m 
question very naturally considered that the 
sooner Parliament was called together the 
better, and they requested His Excell~ncy to 
take that course in order that the Parlmment, 
who were the masters of the J\Iinistry, should 
be in a position to order their servants to ~o 
what they considered to be right. They chd 
so at once, and their object in doing so was 
simply to enforce a resolution passed through 
the Lower House, and agreed to in the 
Upper House without a division. The 
resolution which was passed by the Assembly 
dicl not, through some inadvertency, pass 
through the Council, but should have been 
considered equally binding. The honorahlo 
gentleman who hacl just moved t~e address 
in reply was one of those who signed the 
memorial, and should, therefore, if any fault 
had been committed, be considered particeps 
erwnms. Well, what an8Wer was received? 
The first notice that any reply had been 
given, was through one of the news
papers, the Brisbane Courier, in which it 
appeared long before it was made by the 
honorable member representing the Gov~rn
ment-in fact, it was not until some time 
had elapsed that it was published in the 
Government Gazette. It was all very well 
for the Premier to say that members of 
Parliament were only private gentlemen 
during the recess ; if so, why did he not 
treat them as private gentlemen, and send an 
answer direct to them, instead of replying to 
them through the columns of a newspaper? 
All that those honorable members desired, 
was to pin the Government to the instruc
tions given to them by the Legislatur~, 
which, in purely colonial cases, it was their 
bounden duty to obey. The Governor was 
not bound to follow the advice of his 
Ministers in all things, but he was bound to 
carry out the wishes of the Parliament ; and 
it was only desired to shew that the Ministry 
were wrong-th~t they had ~cted uncou~te
ously and as timeservers-m not callmg 
Pariiament together, in accordance with the 
wish expressed by the honorable members 
who signed the memorial. He would next 
refer to the first paragraph of the Speech, 
which contained the following words:-" It 
is with much satisfaction that, at tlte usual 
period of the year, when it is most convenient 
for many of you to attend upon your Parlia
mentary duties, I again invite you to the 
consideration of the public business." How 
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~as that paragraph to be understood, when 
1t was understood that Parliament was to 
meet three months ·after .January- why 
sho•1ld it have been a month later? One 
part of the answer, published in the Ga,utte, 
went on to say, that His Ex<:dlency could not 
interfere between his Ilfinistors and the 
Parliament, unless on a question affectin()' 
imperial interests, or where it could be show~ 
that a majority of the House had lost confi
dence in the Ministry, and that he could not 
see that either position was occupied. That 
statement was made in spite of the fact that 
the memorial was signed by sixteen members 
of the Assembly and ten members of the 
Council-an actual majority in each House. 
The last part of the answer was evidently the 
whole and sole production of the 'Vice
President of the Es:ecntive Council, and he 
(Mr. Wood) had not the slightest scruple 
about telling honorable members what he 
thought of it. The Premier went on to say 
that the whole re~ponsibility rested on 
J\finisters during the rece,,s-that, in fact, 
during the portion of the year that Parlia
liame~lt was. not sitting the Ministers for 
the t1me bemg could do what they liked. 
He could only say that if the honorable 
gentleman were present, and the rules of the 
House permitted him, he should not hesitate 
to tell him, in the strongest possible language, 
that that was untrue. 't'he only object the 
honorable gentleman could have had in using 
that phrase, was to inflame the passions of 
the people, and endeavor to make out a 
case to prevent the Ministry from being 
brought to book. It was a matter of pub
lic interest in which a great constitutional 
question was involved, and the members 
concerned felt it their duty to move in it. He 
affirmed, that resolutions having passed both 
Houses, the Ministry of the day were bound 
to obey them, or if not, to 'resign office. 
Honorable members had come down the 
country from long distances, and passed all 
sorts of resolutions, in the expeclation that 
they would be carried out, but the moment 
their backs were turned the Government 
said " you are only private gentlemen, and 
we shall do what we like with them." He 
affirmed, that not a single instruction or Act 
passed by the Legislature had been acted up 
to by the Government-in fact, they seemed 
to do nothin,g but disobey and set at naught 
the resolutwns passed by both Houses. 
Every one was deluded. 't'hreats had been 
used, especially with regard to opening up 
agricultural reserves on runs, ifthe occupiers 
of the said runs did not vote as they were 
desired. The question was, whether the 
country was to remain in the hands of one 
Minister, who appeared to have no earthly 
aim but his own aggrandisement, and to 
secure persons to vote for him by hook or by 
crook in order to keep him in his present 
position. The precious document in question 
went on to say that the Ministers themselves 
were the guardians of the privileges of Par-

liament ; and pretty guardians they were, 
when they trampled uponeveryright and over
rode the actions of the Legislature. The 
honorable member at the head of the Govern
ment seemed to think Parliament had 
nothino- else to do but to come down to the 
House~ vote money for him to spend, and 
then go about their busineds and leave him 
to do as he chose. In the third section of 
the document in question, the Premier went 
on to say that the JYiinis~e~·s, as JYiinisters, 
knew nothing of the petJtwners. That, of 
course was absurd, because they knew very 
well who the petitioners were, and it was idle 
to say that he did not know who had signed 
the address. And as to there being a thin 
House when the rPsolution was passed-there 
were only thirty-two members in all-and 
the Premier knew very well that out of the 
twenty present seven or eight would have 
voted for it, and it was only beating about 
the bush to scty that the resolutions were not 
brought under the notice of the Governor i~ 
Council. At the close of the document 1t 
was stated that the petitioners had deliber
ately endeavored to place the Queen's 
Representative in the position of an al!tocrat, 
and to induce him to over-ride the w1shes of 
the majority at the instigation of the minority; 
which was anything but the case, as the 
protest was really signed by a majority. 
The Government took every care that the 
session should be delayed as long as possible, 
and he (Mr. 'Wood) had no doubt that he 
should hear before long, from the honorable 
Postmaster-General, that the delay was 
caused in order to enable that honorable 
gentleman and the Premier to attend the 
Postal Conference. But, if that had been 
the ease, the Governor might still have 
stretched a point and called Parliament 
together in February instead of waiting until 
JYiay, one month later than the usual time. 
He believed that if the Premier had not 
wanted money to carry out some of his 
schemes it would not have been called 
together even now. That would appear to 
be the way in which he exercised. the ipse 
dicrit which he seemed so des1rous of 
possessing and retaining. It was only the 
other day that he had ousted one Minister
one honest man-who, in the opinion of 
private gentlemen outside the House, had 
been hounded out and had every obstacle 
thrown in his way. He (Mr. 'Nood) hoped 
the House would hear some revelations made 
by that honorable member. The ho~orab~e 
the Premier wished to have everytlnng h1s 
own way-he would be glad if Parliament 
never met at all, and when he was obliged to 
meet them he brought forward such a Speech 
as had just been read to the House. But 
he (Mr. 'IVood), and the honorable n;embers 
who felt with him, deelined to cons1der the 
Speech at all until the rights and privileges 
of the Parliament had b~cn vindicated, and 
some explanation afforded of the extra
ordinary course pursued by the Government. 
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Until the constitutional question involved were 
properly decided, it would be impossible for 
them to entertain any of the topics it embraced. 
'!'here might be many very good things in 
the Speeeh, but he repeated, he should decline 
to deal with it until the dignity of the Parlia
ment had been asserted and the question 
which had been agitated for the last three or 
four months set at rest. It must be seen 
whether the Premier would be allowed to 
over-ride the resolutions of a majority of 
members of Parliament, and to offer those 
members the greatest insult possible. He 
felt perfectly convinced that he should carry 
with him the votes of all those members 
who had signed the memorial to His 
Excellency, and those who signed the 
protest, including the honomble me1nber
the Inspector of Hulks. He hoped 
some honorable member who would follow 
him would move the adjournment of the 
House, so that an opportunity would be 
afforded for fully considering the address and 
the amendment. And he trusted that all 
honorable gentlemen who had the slightest 
regard to constitutional law, would record 
their votes in favor of that amendment. It 
would be perfectly competent for them to dis
cuss those topics aftertheamendment had been 
put, but he considered that it was the first 
duty of every honorable gentleman to defend 
the privileges of the House, in order to shew 
plainly that no Minister, however strong and 
powerful, could be allowed to over-ride the 
wishes of one or other of the Houses of 
Parliament, and more especially those of both 
Houses. 

The PRESIDENT pointed out, that until the 
address had been disposed of, it was not com
petent for the honorable member to move his 
amendment. 

'!.'he PosTMASTER-GENERAL said he was not 
at all astonished at the speech delivered by 
the honorable gentleman who introduced the 
amendment. It was so much in the style 
indulged in by that honorable gentleman 
during the last session, that it quite recalled 
to his mind the pleasing sensation with 
which he had. so frequently listened to the 
honorable gentleman. Indeed, it almost 
seemed as though .he had gone to sleep for 
six months, and suddenly woke up to listen 
to the honorable, gentleman's declamation. 
He mu~t, however, protest against the incon
venient way in which the honorable gentle
manl,had introduced the amendment to the 
House, and would suggest to him the pro
priety of allowing the address to pass, and 
then bringing in a direct vote of want of confi
dence in the Ministry. It was evident, from 
the speech of the honorable gentleman, that 
he h:.td been cramming himself for this 
occasion for weeks past. But it was certainly 
unfair for him to come clown suddenly, as he 
had done, and ask him, as the mouth
piece of the Government, to reply to 
the reckless assertions made by the horror
able member. The honorable member had 

affirmed that in no single instance had money 
voted for certain purposes been properly 
applied by the Government. That was an 
assertion which it was very d1fficult to answer, 
except by a direct denial. If the honorable 
member had specified any particular works-

The Hon. \V. vVooD: I specified them
the Toowoomba, W m·wick, and Dalby 
Railways. 

The PosTMASTER-GENERAL : It was very 
hard to expect him to answer such ge~eral 
charges on the spur of the moment, espec1ally 
as the facts must be based upon the records 
of the House. He should only reply to the 
one particular charge, that a vote of the 
House had been treated with contempt by 
the Government. That vote was not one 
which could be treated with contempt, 
because it was a vote which gave large lati
tude to the Government, it allowed them to 
consider whether it was expedient to carry 
out the works in question or not. The 
resolution was worded :-

" That, to relieve the country from some of the 
authorised expen<liture, which it is r~ow pro~ed it 
can ill-afford to incur so much as IS practwable 
of the railway line u~der construction between 
Toowoomba and Warwick, and can be agreed 
upon with the contractor, ought to be dis
oontinued.'' 

The resolutions, of which the foregoing was 
one, were passed on t~e ~nd Octobe~, trans
mitted to the Leg1slat1ve Counml, and 
returned to the Assembly, signed by the 
President, with the usual message of con
currence-that was to say, it was agreed to 
abandon the Warwick Railway if it could be 
done without loss to the country. He thought, 
however, he had on that occasion shewn 
to the House that a greater loss would have 
been incurred by putting a stop to the works 
at that time. With regard to the charge 
brought forward with so much virulence by 
the honorable member, in reference to letters 
addressed to the memorialists by his horror
able colleaO'ue, he could only say that if the 
document to which they referred had been 
signed by a majority of members before the 
day on which Parliament had been pro
rogued, the Government were perfectly 
prepared to aceede to the request it con
tained. But that was not the case, or 
nearly so, and as the names attached to it 
appeared from time to time in driblets in the 
newspapers, the Government did not feel 
themselves called upon to bring Parliament 
together, especially as it had been prorogued 
for another six weeks. The Government 
gave those members a certain latitude, up to 
the 12th January; and when no address 
adequately signed made its appearance they 
declined to take any further notiCe of the 
matter. He did not think it was necessary 
to refer to what had occurred in another 
place. It was true that a certain resolution 
had been carried by the casting vote of the 
Speaker, and in the absence of certain horror
able members who would have placed the 
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majority on the other side; but that was a mat
ter wl1 ich would no doubt be a question for the 
Legislative Assembly. It was not his inten
tion to answer any more of the rambling 
charges made by the honorable gentleman 
opposite, Mr. vYood, and he would proceed 
to say a few words about the Speech, which 
was the question before the House ; and he 
trusted that the good sense of the House 
would induce honorable gentlemen to pass 
that address, after which ea vote of censure 
could be introduced ; and if it were carried, 
the Government could either appeal to the 
tribunal of the country, or at once give place 
to honorable gentlemen in whom greater 
confidence was placed by the m~;jority of the 
members of the Legislature. His honorable 
friend, Dr. Hobbs, had gone so fully into the 
various topics dealt with in the Speech and 
address, that it was unnecessary for him to 
go over the Mtme ground. He would, how
ever, make one. explanation concerning the 
public works, or, in other words, the railways 
of the colony. He was happy to state that 
those works were now fast approaching com
pletion; and, while addressing honorable 
gentlemen on the subject, he might state that 
since the House last met he had paid a visit 
to the neighboring colonies of Victoria and 
New South Wales, and had had many 
opportunities of examining the railway works 
in those colonies, and he was glad to say that 
the result of his observations was very satis
factory as regarded the execution and design 
of the Queensland railways. As to the slight 
casualties which had taken place, he might 
say they were nothing more than might be 
expected. They knew that the carriages on 
one occasion had gone off the line, b{it that 
was caused by the depression of a certain 
portion of the embankn1ont, the effect of the 
recent heavy rains. Nothing serious had 
resulted from the casualty, as the rate of 
speed had been so carefully regulated as to 
avoid danger. One proof of the safety of the 
line was that not a single accident had 
occurred on it since it had been opened fo:t' 
traffic, and that was saying a great deal. 
vYith reference to the washing away of a 
portion of the ballast, although that was 
something unpleasant, it had occurred simply 
from the fact that the waterway in the 
vicinity had not been constructed sufficiently 
large. The place had been examined, and it 
would seem that the engineer was right in 
expecting that the waterway would have 
been large enough, but the country was of 
a very peculiar character. The necessary 
alterations would be made, and it was probable 
that a similar washing away would not occur 
again. But even if it were not so it could 
not be helped. As to the RangP, the late 
rains had produced very little effect, except 
that some of the newly-formed earthworks 
had slipped, and it would take some con
siderable time to repair them. He might 
state that it was the intention of the Govern
ment to run only one train a day between 

Ipswich and Toowoomba while the contractor 
was effecting the necessary repairs, as it 
would not be fair to him to impede his 
operations by running a largo amount of 
traffic. Every train would, however, go as 
far as Helidon, and this arrangement would 
last for the next week or ten days. another 
point the honorable gentleman had alluded 
to, in moving the adoption of the address, 
was that which bore reference to the proposed 
Bill for regulating the tenure of the leased 
lands of the colony. It was mtended to 
brin" all the lancl3 which were either now, 
or ,;ould shortly be, open for settleme~t, 
whether intermediate lands or lands st1ll 
unsettled, into settled districts; and it was 
proposed in some cases to give longllr 
terms-in extreme cases, where expensive 
improvements hv_d been made, fourteen 
years, if necessary-but in no case whore 
there was any chance of agricultural settle
ment would n fourteen years' lease be granted. 
That, he believed, would be a great boon to 
the outside squatters-though not, perhaps, 
to certain honorable gentlemen, squatters, 
in that House, who put themselves forward 
as representatives of the squatting inter0·c;t, 
but who, in his opinion, had really been 
the greatest curse to the squatters. They 
had been very successful upon lands which 
ought to have been held for agricultural 
purposes, and by their success had inflated 
the minds of the public with an erroneous 
idea as to the profits to be derived from 
squatting pursuits ; and as the outside 
squatters had been wf'ak enough to join 
them, the latter had obtained a great clf'al of 
odium which they had not deserved. It was 
very well known that, during the last few 
years, very few squatters had received any 
return for the capital and labor they had 
invested. He did not attach much weight to 
the argument advanced by the honorable 
gentleman, :Mr. Yr ood, that unless a census 
were taken at the same time in all parts of 
the empire it was useless; at any rate, he 
thought it would be very undesirable to m.ake 
any alteration in the electoral law unt1l a 
fresh census had been taken. He did not 
think it necess,ary to proceed any further 
with his remarks until the address were 
either confirmed or negatived. If it were 
affirmed there would be an end of the whole 
matter, and each honorable gentleman would 
have an opportunity of speaking on the 
second question. He only. wished, in c.on
clusian, to enter an emphatrc protest agamst 
the reckless assertions and vague charges 
made by the honorable member who moved 
the amendment. 

The Hon. H. E. Frrz said he regretted he 
could not support the motion for the adoption 
of the address, and that he would as con
cisely as lJossible state the reasons why he 
co11ld not support it. He further regretted 
that an amendment had not been moved upon 
the address at the proper time. He must, 
however, state that he eouJd not support the 
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amendment he had heard read by the 
honorable member, l'l!l:r. Wood; but, had a 
motion of a direct want of confidence in the 
J\Iinistry bef'n brought in, or sent from the 
other House, he would have willingly sup
ported it; bere~use he had no hc~itation in 
~tating that the country was indebted to the 
present Government for the position it was 
now in. There 'vas, however, one clnnse in 
the opening Speech which he could support. 
He referred to the seventh clause, which 
propuoed to invite the co-operation of the 
Leg-islative Council with the Legislati\·e 
AsGembly to an inquiry into the monetary 
afi~1irs of the colony. "With rer;~rd to the 
second clause, which related to the proceed
ings of the Postal Conference btcly held in 
J\1elbourne, he must express his disapproval 

·of any proposition for incurring fill'ther 
expenditure at present in c0nnection with 
postal communication. He thought thflt till 
they got into a better peeuniary I"Jsition it 
was the duty of every Government that 
might be in power to avoid as far as possible 
every expense for postal or telegraphic 
extension beyond the colony. They ought 
to avoid all such further exp<'nditure till the 
colony was in a better position to bear it. 
Though, it ap:peared, the colony had boon 
put to the expense of members of the JUinistry 
going down to Melbourne and entering on 
the conference, that expense was compara
tively trifling to the expense that would he 
incurred in carrying out the propositions of 
the conference. It was propor:ed that this 
colony should bear £24,000 of the expense of 
the extended postal communication proposed, 
and that was far more than the colony was 
at present able to bear. Looking at the 
circumstances of the colony, he thought it 
was highly advisable that e>ery possible 
expense should be postponed for the present. 
There could be no doubt that the colony 
was in a state of bankruptcy; and he 1ms 
ac,tonished to find the honorable member, 
Dr .. Hobbs, who moved the .tddrebs, trying 
to Impress on the House a belief that the 
colony vras still in a prosperous condition. 
The honorable gentleman, he thought, stated 
that the population of the colony had increased 
from 67,000 in 1865, to 97,000 in 1866; 
and that this information as to the increase 
of the population he had obtained. from the 
Registrar-General's report. Of course there 
had as yet been nothin.s laid on the table of 
the House to shew there had been such 
an increase in the population, and therefore 
the information of the honorable g-entleman 
muot have been privately received from the 
liegistmr-General. Well, the information 
might be correct; but as the Statistics were 
not yet completed, they we1·e liable to al tera
tion. However, this much he would aver, 
thnt not only the Registrar-General, but any 
one else who might be induced to form any 
idea of the number of the population from 
the ordinary returns, would be very much 
astray ; for neither the Registrar-General 

nor any one else could form any idea of the 
exodus that had been g-oing on during the last 
twelve months. For his own Dart, he had no 
doubt whatever that the ex~dus from the 
colony by steamers and over th<: bor?er -yv-as 
as five to one compared with the Imnngratwn. 
The third paragraph, however, was on .a 
subject which he was, perhaps, in a better posi· 
tion to offer a few remarh upon than most 
honorable membcrd. That para,:;rap}:t referred 
to the policy of the Government with regar:1 
to the reservation of crown lands for ag;rr· 
cultural purposes. Now, he thought th~t 
every ·well-wisher of the colony must admit, 
on thinkin(J" the matter over carefully, that 
the ncent" conduct of the Government, in 
prodaiming such extensive tracts of con~try 
in the Darling Downs as reserves for agriC~ll· 
tural purposes, was one of the most umnso 
steps any Government co:.1lcl have taken. 
The action the Government had taken h~1cl 
caused a mo~t sudden di' turban cc in the 
value of property in the Darlin~ _Downs 
distri0t, and especiftlly in the pos1hon and 
af!airs of a number of crown tenants. 'l'here 
could be no doubt that the lands which had 
been reserved v.·ere choice lands ; but he 
tl10u"ht that the wants of the colony 
mi"ht have been fully supplied by the 
pr~scnt Government without their taking 
the action they had taken. No doubt the 
lands which had recently been reserved on 
the Downs had, while they were held by 
tenants of the crown, been much coveted by 
other members of the community. No doubt 
the lands were very rich, and would at some 
future clay become exceedingly . valuable ; 
but, granting that land was rcqmre~ to ~e 
reserved for agricultural purposes m tne 
Darling Downs dist?ict, a much smaller por
tion than had been reserved would have 

' sufficed. vV hat he chiefly ha cl to complain 
of was that the action taken by the 
Government had been so partial. If the 
Govemment thought it neccscary to go into 
the Downs and proclaim reserves, they 
should have gone mme generally into the 
land,g held by crown tenants, instead of 
altogether sacrificin()' a few of the runs. Or 
the,Y might have t:~ken a \li:fferep.t ?Ol~rse of 
~ctron altogether. They 1mght, 1or ms,ance, 
l1ave gone up the line, and reseryed t~e. land 
for four or five miles on ruch side o± It for 
agricultural purposes_; and ha ye even given 
them to the agriculturists on easrcr terms than 
the rewn ed lands could be given up to them. 
J3ut the Government had not clone that. On 
the contrary, they had acted in a very partial 
manner ; and their conduct, he must sny, 
looked very bad indeed. In the pr_es0nt 
Government, there were three 1Vlm1sters 
"'~ho were very lnr~o squatter~ them_sclvcs; 
and it shewed the pnrtinlity With whrch the 
lands for agricultural reserves had b~en 
selected, when it was found that no portwn 
of the rnns held by those gentlemen was 
included in the proclamation. The honorable 
gentleman who now held the office of Minister 
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for Lands was a very large squatter. That 
honorable gentleman held 273,288 acres on 
one run,Jimbour, for which he paid an annual 
rental of £224; and, in all, he held crown lands 
-valuable crown lands-to the extent of 
541,2"18 acres, for which he paid the large 
sum of £1,196 per annum-or, in other words, 
only about two farthings per acre. Again, 
the honorable the Postmaster-General, Mr. 
Gore, held 211,400 acres, for which he paid an 
annual rental of £213, or about one farthing 
per acre. The third member of the Ministry 
to whom he had referred, and who had been a 
large squatter, when he found theGovermncnt 
pursuing such an insane line of policy, felt 
that he could not continue to be a member 
of the Government ; and he accordingly 
declined to be a party to such proceed
ings, and, as an honest man, he resigned 
his position in the Ministry. Now, it did 
look very strange that, out of three Ministers 
who were very large squatters, two of them, 
whose runs remained untouched by the pro
clamation, continued to be members of the 
Ministry. The Ministry, he had no doubt, 
had taken up this question of agricultural 
reserves as a mere political cry. He had no 
doubt the honorable the Postmaster-General 
would go before a constituency with this cry 
-probably the constituency of Warwick, 
where he had made an unsuccessful attempt 
before as a candidate for election, and where 
he had been defeated by Paddy O'Sullivan. 
Now, for his part, were he in the honorahle 
gentleman's }10sition, he would rather go 
before any other constituency in the colonv 
than go before the constituency that had 
rejected him in favor of such an opponent. 
However, he found that the honorahle the 
Postmaster-General held the property he had 
mentioned, and yet, as a member of the 
Government, he could be a party to sacri
ficing a la1ge number of people in the colony 
for the value of a political cry, and that he 
might contit!ue to hold his run for a farthing 
an acre. The honorable the Secretary for 
Lands did the same. Those members of the 
Government would, of course, when the time 
came, he found going before their consti
tuents, and calling out to the electors-" See 
what we have clone for you ! We have 
reserved all those rich lands for you for agri
cultural occupation; of course you v. ho may 
take them up must pay a pound an acre for 
them, but allow us to keep what we now hold at 
a farthing an acre." Now, he should be sorry 
to say what he thought any one, who would 
remain a member of a Ministry that could 
aet as the present Ministry had acted, would 
be capable of doing. But there was ~mother 
part of the policy of the :Th1inistry on account 
of which he thought that every one who had 
the welfare of the country at heart should 
Yote against the present M.inistry continuing 
in power. The country, it was well known, 
was in want of money, and scarl'ely knew 
where to get it. While the honorable the 
Secretary for Lands was holding so much 

land at so low a rental, the country was 
actually paying ten per cent. for money ; 
and yet there were persons-and he could 
name them-who were prepared to purch~tse 
the lands of JimlJOur, and give a fair price 
for them, to-morrow. Before he would act, 
under such circumstanee3 as the honorable 
the Secretary for Lands had acted, as a 
member of the Government, he would go 
and act again as a superintendent. But 
there was ~notlter point. He believed it was 
a universally acknowledged principle that no 
law or proclamation should hm'e a retrospec
tive effeot. Now, he could inform the House 
that, prior to the issuing of the proclamation, 
there were applications put in for the purchaHe 
of32,00Q acres of laml on the Darling Downs. 
vVell, the applications were granted, and 
orders were given for the survey of the land; 
yet, though th~ colony was in want of ~1oncy, 
the proclamatiOn was allowed to be iSSu~d, 
including the lands that had been apphecl 
for, thereby setting aside the applications 
previously granted; and, at the same tim_e, the 
honorable the Secretary for Lands contmued 
to hold54l,248 acres, worth a pound an acre, at 
an annual rental of about tv.,ofarthings an acre. 
But the lands that had been applied for, and 
that would have been purclmsed, were refuse_d 
because the GoYernment desired to have tlus 
proclamation of lands for agricultural _PUr
poses as a political ory for the hustmgs. 
N O>V, he maintained that the sooner they 
were rid of a Government that could he 
guilty of such conduct the better. Most 
likely the honorahle the Postmaster-General 
would say that he spoke thus keenly 
because he felt keenlv in this matter, as every 
acre of his run had been taken from him and 
included in the reserve. No doubt he had 
made himself obnoxious to the Government 
by having exposed the extravagant ~xpen
diture that had taken place on the ra1lway, 
and shewn that the public money bad been 
shamefully wasted. Every one, he thought, 
must admit that the present position of the 
colony had been brought about to a great 
extent by the extravagant way in which the 
money had been spent on the railvmy works. 
When the question of railway eoustructi<?n 
was first brought forward in ltl63, and a B1ll 
was brought up on the t>uhject, he supported 
the proposition. It 1>as found, however, that 
there was a majority against the Dill ; and 
some honorahle members, who were more 
far-seeina than others, insisted that the 
colony w'7ts not ripe for such undertaking_s. 
Well, he found, on inquiry, that the Bill 
would not have nas,,ecl if it had been pressed 
forward ; hut lw had often regretted the 
action he took on the subject on that occa
sion; and but for which they would n<?t have 
hnd any railway works yet for some time to 
come. • Still, all that only went the more to 
shew how greatly he had been punished, 
under the recent proclamation, by the o!iginal 
promoters of the railway system. W 1th the 
exception of Iris purchased land, the GoY ern-
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ment had taken every acre from him. The 
same had been the case with others. Now, 
while he complained of what had been done, 
he readily admitted that there would have 
been no ground for complaint had the land 
been required for public purposes ; because 
he, and others who had suffered like him, 
knew perfectly well, that under such cir
cumstances they must give way. But 
what he complained of was this, that the 
Government did not take the whole of the 
lands in the Darlin!\ Downs district, if thev 
wished to give those lands for agriculturfi:l 
settlement. vYhy were they pertial in their 
selection? Why did they not take all the 
lands, including Jimbour and Yandilla. 
He wished also to call attention to another 
fact. Hitherto, there had only been two 
classes in the colony cared for-the agricul
turist and the squatter ; and it appeared, 
from the action the Government had recently 
taken, that they now desired to sacrifice the 
Rquatter wholly for the benefit of the agri
culturist. But there wa.s another class in 
the community, whose interests had been 
wholly overlooked ; and that was the small 
sheep-farming cl as$. Now, he contended 
that all the lands held bv the honorable the 
Postmaster-General, and. also the lands of 
Jimbour, should be immediately surveyed, 
and put into blocks at once, and sold to the 
highest bidder, or should be leased to the 
small sheep farmer. But what would the 
Government s::ty to such a proposition? 
\Yhy this:-" Go and survey West Moreton 
~nd a port~on of the Darling Dow:ns ; there 
IS no occaswn to survey tho,e lands west of 
the railway line, as you will get as much RS 

is required in IV est JHoreton and on the 
Downs." It was very ensy to manage tboqe 
320-acre blocks, though there were some 
restrictions. Now, he maintained tbat, if the 
Government were to act bona fide in the 
matter, and for the benefit of all classes, all 
the rich lands in the district of the Darling 
Downs would be taken and disposed of. 
The construction of railways had been 
gone into, and the works must be paid for ; 
but he felt that inster,d of disposing of the 
most valuable lands for the purpose of meet
ing the liabilities of the colony, thl' members 
of the presPnt Government did all in their 
pov>Pr to secure them for themselves ; and to 
secure longer leases of the stations whieh they 
held-though it was intended that the system 
of long leases should only apply to outside 
stations. For his part, he thought that all 
the lands in the neighborhood of railways 
should be set apart for sheep farming, 
that only those lands that were far outside 
from the centres of population should be 
regarded as squattages, and that to the occu
piers of such lands every encouragomen t should 
be given that could be given by granting 
them long leases. Now, as to the question 
of railways, had it not been for the action 
tabm by the Legislative Council, there would 
have been no such thing as a railway in the 

colony to-day; for when the Railway Bill 
was broucrht into the Council there was a 
m•1jority gf three to one against it. He took 
a prominent part in reHpect to that measure, 
for he found that £39,000 had been spent on 
the road between Ipswich and 'l'oowoomba; 
and, with several other honorable members, 
he thought it would be better to have a 
railway constructed between those two 
towns, than to spend such a large sum from 
time to time upon the maintenance of the 
common road. Under such an impression, 
he had Mr. FitzgiLbon summoned to the bar 
of the House, and it was on account of the 
statement that was made by that gentleman, 
and the evidence he gave-to the effect tlwt 
the railway could be com;tructecl for about 
£5,000 a mile,-that he was induced to sup
port the Bill for the construction of the 
rail wny ; and had the line been made at a 
cost not exceeding that amount per mile, as 
honorable members were led to believe it 
would be, the colony would not have been in 
its present financially embarrassed position. 
But such an assurance had not been realized. 
Far from it. And, that being the case, and as 
they had a Ministry in power who would 
spend £50,000 or £60,000 on mil_way works 
without Parliamentary or Execut1ve author
ity, it was time, he thought, that some definite 
action were taken in respect to such a 
Ministry. It was only last session that he 
got all the Executive minutes relative _to the 
railways laid upon the tablE'; and owmg to 
the honorable the Postmaster-General oppos
ing the printing of those minutes, they did 
not at present form a record o:f the House. 
He was not, therefore, in a position to direct 
the attention of honorable gentlemen to 
them. But still he could say this much, 
that, in looking carefully through them, 
there was no Exeputive minute whatever 
authorising the construction of the railway 
bridge at lpswich. ]'," ow, when a~y minister 
1xhaved in such a wav, some actiOn should 
be taken by the Legislatnre in reference 
to him-some such action as would shew 
:him that there was no more confidence in 
him. He did not mean to blame all 
the members of the Ministry, but he did 
blame the head of the present Govern
ment for the embarrassed position of the 
colony. There was another matter he felt 
he ought to refer to. It had been stated 
that, by the reservations of lands that had 
been made, the former lessees would not 
suffer at all ; that their holdings would 
be as available to them in time to come, till 
the lands were purchased, as they were now ; 
that any selector taking up an allotment of 
land on any portion of the 7,000 acres 
reserved, had no exclusive commonage right 
to those lands ; that the former lessees would 
continue to have the same rights as formerly 
as regarded commonage ; that, in fact, as the 
J'.iinister for Lands had told him, and as 
he would now state publicly, no selector 
purchasing lands on the Downs would have 
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any right to depasture cattle upon any lands 
except upon those he had purchased. If 
such should be the case, it was probable 
t!1e present lessees, so far as their grazing 
r1ghts Vl'ere concerned, would not be very 
much affected. . 

The PosnrASTER-GENERAL : It stands so 
in the regulations tlmt have been made, and 
the Government will make such regulations. I 
may also further state, for the informatw n of' 
honorable gentlemen, that it is the intention 
of the Government to survey all lands on 
either side of' the railway, for a6ricultural 
purposes. 

The Hon. H. B. Frrz : vVell, at any rate, 
the Secretary for Lands had informed him 
that no selector on any reserve would have a 
right to feed cattle over the whole reserve, but 
only on the laud that he had purchased ; 
and the Agriculturallteserves Act gave the 
crovr-n tenant an exclusive right of feeding 
cattle over those lands. Now, the Parliament 
deputed to the Government the making of 
regulations for the sale of the lands, and the 
Government had given the selector the right of 
commonage over those lands. As showing 
the pernicious effect the course taken by the 
Government had lutd upon the colony, he 
might mention that at the present time there 
was a largo station in the market, for which 
a gentleman had been prepared to pay 
£30,000; but the moment the nroclamation 
of the reserves was issued, he abandoned his 
intention, and immccliat~Jy loft the colony. 

The PosnrAsTl:R-GENERAL : Quite right. 
'I'he Hon. H. B. I<'rrz : It was all very 

"·ell to say " l',uite right"; but it was not 
quite right, when they were requiring 
money, that the Government should take 
such action as drove capital out of the 
colony. Well, there was another para
graph in the Speech which was calculated 
to deceive people. He referred to the 
eleventh paragraph, which pointed out 
that the exports during the firot quarter 
of the year exceeded the imports. The 
honorable gentleman who moved the adop
tion of' the address pointed out this circmn
stance as an evidence of the progressing and 
encouraging state of the colony. But horror
able members were all aware that the imports 
were greatly increased in 1864 and 1865, in 
consequence of' the large importation of rail
way material. The importation of such 
material had been greatly lessPned, because 
they had already imported nearly all that 
was required. Besides, the ad valorem 
duties had operated to prevent to a grea.t 
extent the introduction of goods ; and so the 
wonder was that their imports, instead of 
being what they had been, were not much 
less. They all }mew that, in a young colony, 
they must expect the imports to exceed the 
exports ; and it was not, therefore, to be 
taken as an evidence of prosperity that their 
exports exceeded their imports. On the 
contrary, it might bo shewn that the amolmt 
by which their exports exceeded their imports 

was a sign of depression. He would not 
take up the time of' the House any longer, 
but would only further add, that ho would 
vote against the adoption of' the address, 
and would be prepared to support an amend
ment expressing that, as no doubt existed that 
the present position of the colony had been 
brought about by the gross mismanagem.ent 
and extravagancD of the Government, and as 
the Government had not given any promise 
or hone of a change of policy, the House 
had n~ further confidence in them. 

The Hon. '1'. L. M. PRIOR moved that the 
debate be adjourned till the following day. 

0 n the question being put, the motion was 
negatived without a division. 

The Hon. '1'. L. M. PmoR expressed his 
sorrow that he could not have a little more 
time to think over the matters under con
sideration. It would have been far better 
if the debate had been adjourned ; but he 
should proceed with what he had to say. 
Ho was sorry he could not vote for the 
acldrc>lB moved by the Honorable Dr. Hobbs. 
He trusted that the result of' the honorable 
the Postmaster-Gcneral"s visit to Victoria 
-which ho had almost termed a dream
would be of some good. There were no 
papers relating to the Postal Conference on 
the table ; perhaps the honorable g·entleman 
(Mr. Gore) would say whether there were 
any to be seen ? 

The PosTMASTER-GENERAL: They were not 
on the table ; but they soon would be. They 
wore rather voluminous, and would take some 
time to prepare. 

The Hon. T. L. M. PRIOR held, with 
his honorable friend, Mr. Fitz, that this was 
not the time to enter upon an undertaking of 
the kind proposed. According to the Post
master-General, an addition of £14,000 would 
thereby be made to the colony's postal 
expenses. He (Mr. Prior) believed that the 
mail service of' Queensland, two years since, 
cost something oyer £3000. 'I'his year it 
was £7000 ; and he was further informed 
by the honorable gentleman that the branch 
services would come to £2000-the whole 
amounting to about £10,000. Yet, under 
the proposed now arrangement, the colo~y 
would have to pay another £14,000. He 
was perfectly satisfied that there were very 
few· persons wishing to communicate with 
:England who would address their letters vid 
Panama or 'l'orres' Straits from choice, when 
the other route was open. Por a mail service, 
the Torres' Straits route might be looked upon 
as almost useless to Queensland, and wholly so 
to the other colonies to the southward. As a 
commercial undertaking, he was not prepared 
to say anything against the opening up of that 
route. The service vid Suez cost a certain 
sum, and the British Government paid half 
of it--half' of the cost of' the intercolonial 
service as well as of the ocean service. He 
thought he might safely say-and the horror
able the Postmaster-General would bear him 
out-that another £5,000, or £6,000 at the 
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outside, if all the colonies were joined in 
supporting it, would give us fortnightly 
communication with England vid King 
Ge01·ge's Sound, Galle, and Suez. Of course, 
he could not say what the other colonies 
would do ; but, 1f practicable, it would be 
better for all of them to unite for that 
service, than to distribute their services 
over several routes. Hereafter, no doubt, 
the Tones' Straits service would prove very 
useful, and would be carried out ; but not 
for years to come. vV ith regard to the late 
action of the Government on the agrarian 
question, he did not agree with many of his 
honorable friends who sat on the same side 
of the House as himself. His opinion was, 
and a!ways had been, that where the agri
cultunst came forward on the public lauds, 
the squatter must either become a purchaser 
and an agriculturist, or the lauds must be 
given up for agriculture. Therefore, he 
indorsed any reserves gi,·en by the Govern
men~ along the railway, according to the 
reqmrements of the country, whether two 
miles, four miles, or six miles on each side. 
He would not have liked to have seen an 
agricultural reserve made on the houorable 
the Postmaster-General's run, because he did 
not think it was fit for ao-riculture ; nor 
did he believe in the cutting"' up of any runs 
that were not fit for agriculture. \Vithout 
doing any good for the agricultural interest, 
it disturbed the tenure of the squatters, and 
in~erfered with the pastoral interest ;-it 
nught prevent persons, who would otherwise 
grow cotton, from producing a new and 
valuable export, and induce them to attempt 
to grow wool, which was now sufficiently 
well managed. HE' dissented from the action 
of the Government, in that they had pro
claimed an area that included a very large 
quantity of land which was wholly unadapted 
for agriculture, and which would never be 
taken up by an agriculturist. He alluded 
not to the land on the Darling Do;;•ns abut
ting on the railways, but to that on creeks and 
in gullies running up into the mountains, and 
whiCh the Postmaster-General must know 
would be very good places for sheep. He 
(Mr. Prior) did not agree with turning the 
squatter off his run, unless some good was 
done for the country thereby. The land 
alongside the railway was more than enolHth 
for an agrarian population for many years 'to 
come. The evil the Legislature had to deal 
with, was, the large quantity of land available. 
When an agriculturist had too much land, 
he was not likely to do all he should do with 
it ; and, therefore, it would be better if only 
a limited quantity were thrown open to be 
taken up by agriculturists. Another point 
whereon he differed with the Government 
was, that in proclaiming the reserves they 
had interfered with existing interests. He 
could not better explain his meaning than 
by relating a circumstance which came within 
his ~nowledge a few days ago. He w&s at 
the mnJ office, when a man-not a weclthv 

1J • 

squatter, or an owner of property, but an 
industrious working ma , vt:h1iliJt;he lmew: to 
be such-came in with ' , electmg 
a small portion of lan , which 
had been opened u g Act. 
That was on the hr tt Good 
Friday. The man~-r ~- }j.f- ~~~ ns 
to pay for the la ,:;:;.' onorable ~I@ rs 
all knew that it ifa very easy to e1J' n 
allotment on a m Ji hough difficult t 
it on the ground. (!)H man had som ao' Jt 
whether he was s l'iibf , on the ap, 1e 
piece of land he nte , w,~!.\\ gent 
recommended him to go The 
next day was Good :Friday, Saturday was a 
holiday, Suuda.y was a dies non, Monday was 
a holiday, on 'l\wsday the floods came down, 
and it was Wednesday before the man w11s 
able to go again to the office. When he 
went, he was told-" My dear fellow, you 
are too late ; a new regulation has con:e out ; 
you must wait until the reserve rs pro
claimed." Now, that poor man, who had 
been running about for some days, might not 
actually be able to get the land he wanted; 
for the reason that, so soon as it was found 
that any person was looking for a particular 
lot, a number of others was sure to fancy the 
same-some of his own neighbors might be 
anxious for it. He (Mr. Prior) could 
mention another circumstance. Those practi
cal things shewed more than could he shewn 
by any theorising. A person selected and 
purchased a piece of land some years ago. 
Another piece of land was put up subse
quently, and he purchased it. Again, he 
applied for certain other land to be surveyed, 
and at great inconvenience purchased a 
portion, with the intention of leasing, in due 
course, more that was contiguous ; bat, upon 
applying for his lease, he was told that the 
land was in an agricultural reserve. Conse
quently, his homcst~ad would be nearly two 
miles from where hrs other land was ; and 
his holding was separated by the new regula .. 
tion of the Government. That person 
opposed no bond fide agriculturist who 
wanted to purchase land; and he (Mr. Prior) 
could answer for the facts stated, for the 
person was himself. It would have been 
wise of the Government if they had con
sidered the effect of their act in the future, 
before they proclaimed a whole district an 
agricultural reserve. He knew, and he durst 
say the Postmaster-General knew, that there 
were many persons who had taken up land 
under the Agricultural Reserves Act, and 
who had not complied with the requirements 
of it, and who did not intend to comply with 
them. Either the land they held was 
unfitted for an agricultural reserve, or those 
persons ought not to have gone on to it at 
all. In travelling from his station, which 
was not very far off, he had noticed the 
growth of cotton. He had had his doubts 
about its success before. If it proved a 
euccess, he should be very glad to exchange 
hiB occ.upation !1,6 r,, grazier for the cnlmer 
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one of a planter. There was a large quantity 
of very good land between Cunningham's 
Gap and Ipswich-the honorable the Post
master-General understood where it was-on 
a very large reserve, known as the Peak 
Mountain Reserve, which had been pro
claimed miles in extent. More was hardly 
required at present-as the land was taken 
up, the reserve might be extended. He was 
very much in favor of agrarian interests. 
He never had agreed with the policy of 
the Darling Downs squatters ; and, many 
years ago, he said, at a public meeting, 
that he believed one day the Darling Downs 
would be divided into farms, and he was very 
much laughed at. He believed the change 
sl10uld be progressive, not that a whole com
munity should be ruined by it. Show a man 
that it is for his interest, and he would be 
ready to change from one pursuit to another; 
but he would do so gradually. If he was 
compelled to do so suddenly, ruin might 
ensue. If the reserves were extended gradu
ally, then the squatters would have time to 
make their arrangements before the wave of 
advancing agricultural settlement could over
whelm them. He (Mr. Prior) was one of those 
members who had signed the memorial to 
the Governor, to ~all Parliament together on 
an early day. The honorable the Postmaster
General had said that the Government were 
prepared to meet Parliament, if a majority 
of the House had signed the memorial. The 
country was in a state of jeopardy ; the 
insolvency list showed the condition of the 
people ; in fact, in Brisbane alone hundreds 
of houses were untenanted ; persons having 
debts were unable to pay them; those who 
formerly were well off and heldmortages over 
good property could get no interest for their 
money, nor could they get anything if they 
sold. It was time the Government and the 
Parliament did something to get the country 
out of its difficulties. The owners of property, 
whether of only ten acres or much more, 
must bear the burden ;-they were "the 
bone and sinew of the country; "·-they were 
all laborers-he had worked, and the Post
master-General himself had done a little ;
yet they must be taxed. Whom else could 
they go to ? They could not get money out 
of people who had nothing. The memo
rialists had merely asked that those who had 
the control of the property of the country
in whose hands its welfare was entrusted
should come together and say what was best 
to be clone. Some of the Ministry he had 
had a respect for, and perhaps still had for 
one or two ; but their conduct did not meet 
with his approval. They seemed to say, "We 
will spend the public money as we think 
proper; when we spend what we have, the 
House must vote more for us again." The 
Postmaster-General, last session, said he would 
never lend himself to such a proceeding ; 
yet he was one who now supported the 
Premier. He (Mr. Prior) could not adopt 
the address, 

The Hon . .T. GIBBON said, that in the few 
observations he had to make, he should 
address himself to the subject of the enor
mous debt the colony was subjected to in the 
making of the railways, and to the only 
obvious means of paying it. That expendi
ture, it appeared to him, had been J?remature 
and most unwise. It was quite evident that 
the land of the country was the only resource 
to meet the debt. 

The Hon. W. WooD rose to order, and 
called attention to the state of the House. 

The House was counted, and thoro not 
being a quorum present, was adjourned. 




