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MI’N'ER T PROSPECTORS RIGHTS

HALLINOR moved-—

. That the answer of the Secretary for Lands
,on the 25th ultimo, tothe question, * Whether the
Government will have any objection fto issue
ectors’ rights, so as to prevent unprincipled
ns sulreptltloualy depriving the discoverers

derwa,ble therefrom,” is unsatlsfaetmy.
e answer to the question was, that—

“The Government cannot alter the regulahons ]
1n connection with the selection of coal lands

’ ‘w' thout the consent, by resolumon, of both Houses
 of Parliament, as plescmbed by the fourth section
of the Alienation of Crown Lands Act of 1860 ;

and as the existing vegulations allow persons. to
secure the right of purchase without competmon
by depositing one-fourth of the purchase money,
and also entitle them to prospect or search for
coal during a term of twelve months, the interosts
_of prospectors appear to be sufliciently protected.”
He did not mean to say that the ﬁrst part of
. the answer was unsatisfactory i — .
~ “That the Government had not power to
the regulations in connection with the selection of
coal lands without the consent, by resolution, of

both Houses of Parliament, as plescmbed by the !
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oal, copper, or other minerals, of the advan- |

. :/’81’11

| fourth section of the A_hena,tmn of Crown Lands}; .

Act of 1860 ;? ,
but he demed that the latter pa,rt of the,,
answer was satisfactory—for what were
those regulations P The first and second ran

thus -

¢ Persons desiring to select land for the pur-
pose of mining coal, may apply to the Surveyor-
Greneral in the form :mnexed, and such applicaiion
shall state the area of the land applied for —not
being less than eighty acres, or more than six
hundred and forty acres—and shall also contain
a clear and sufficient description of the boundaries,
and reference to some known point Whereby the
locality may be defined with certainty. ‘

“ Bvery such application shall be accompa,nledv .
by a deposit of five shillings for each acre apphed
for?

Now, from those regulations, it would be seen'
that before any person could prospect for
coal on Crown lands, he must aceurately
define the boundaries of the land he intended
to prospect, and deposit with the Surveyor-
General a sum of not loss than £20; which
sum of money he was liable to forteit, as well
as lose all his labor and expenses : for, by the
fifth retrulatlon, before he eould obtain the
grant in feesimple, he must not only pay the
balance of the purchase money, but— .
~ “Within one year from the approval of the
application must have mined from the land, and
conveyed to some place where it was a.vmlable,’ '

for steam vessels or manufacturing purposes, a
quantity of good merchantable coal, not being

Jess than one ton for each a.cre of ldnd selected
by him.”

Sinking shafts and bormg for coal were .

very expensive operations; and, as was well
known, they were frequently unsuccessful.
One gentleman, in Ipswich, who had bored
for coal to 4 depth of one hundred and eighty
teet, had been obliged to abandon the search,
owing to his want of success and the great',
cost of the operation. Yet, notwithstandin,

| the great risk which had often to be i incurre

of losing the whole of the outlay of capltal
in prosecuting this enterprise, every person
who prospected for coal on Crown lands
might be prosecuted for trespass, unless he
complied with the prehmmary conditions of

the regulations, which were vory oppressive,

as compared with the gold regulations. For
the sum of ten shillings per annum, a miner
could prospect for gold on any of the waste
lands of the colony ; become the absolute
possessor of:all the gold he might find within
a defined area; and, as a reward for the
discovery of gold in any new locality within
the limits of a known gold field, he became

at a distance of three miles, or upwards,

from the limits of any known gold field.
The regulations for leasing auriferous tracts
and quartz reefs were equally liberal.  If coal
fields might become more valuable than gold
fields, as had been asserted of the coal fields
of Great Britain, every encouragement ought ,
to be gwen to develop them, and thus secure

entitled to receive ten additional claims, and
_twenty claims if the discovery was situated
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',;a valuable export WhICh Would asmst in
counterbalancing the great imports of the
_colony. Without such encouragement and
: protecuon, it was not o be expected that
the search for coal, or other valuable mineral,

_other than gold, would be vigorously prose-
FHor, as the law now stood, by ascer-

_cuted.
taining the character of the rocks perforated,
an expert could deprive the prospectors of

_ the benefits of their discovery, by forestalling
their application before the seam of coal had

_ been actually struck, or before they were in
& position to comply with the regulations

A vase of this kind recently occurred at
Redbank; and the same might oecur with
rogard o prospecting for copper or any other

 valuable non-auriferous mineral. He felt

_ sure that the answer referred to had been

_ framed without due consideration; and he was

* equally certain that the honorable the Minis-
ter for Public Lands, now that the subject

_ had been brought fully under his notice, would
take the necessary steps 0 secure to the pros-

. pectors in question the protection sought for.

. The SEeRrtARY ror Pustic [anps said he

_ had listened to the remarks of the honorable

. member for Ipswich in support of the motion

_ before the House, and had failed to discover

I them anything which warranted the con-

_clusion that his answer to the honorable

member’s question was an unsatisfactory
one.

_ answer was highly satisfactory. The hon-
orable  momber himself had

_ Government had acted in accordance with

thelaw  He had also argued, that because
. there wa a difference between the regula-

‘oncerning pold and those relating to
, 1ng for coal, therefore regulations
‘ aﬁ'ectmg ‘coal prospectors w just.  But
_ there was no analogy between the two cases,
 because the right to search for coal was
co-extensive with the length and breadth of

_ the land; whereas the right to mine for
, gold-—whlch according to the honorable .

_ member, was the less valuable product of
the two—extended only over a limited
area. A the present time, there were

_ mines in operation that could produce more

_ than twenty times what was necessary
_to supply the colony with coal for very
_many years to come, whether for local
___use or export;
. tions could hardly be deemed unsatisfactory.
_ Liegislation, indeed, was powerless to prevent

_ competition amongst prospectors, and 1t was
_As to the case of personal

. idle to attempt it.
. hardshlp alluded to by the honorable member
_ for Ipswich, it appeared upon the fice of it
that the men supposed to be injured had not

.. or even asked for information about them.
_ Moreover, he had heard that those men were

actually in the employ of the person who had

availed himself of the law fo obtain the coal
nune by fuitillimg the necessary conditions,

| and it seemed hardly Justlﬁable that th ’menyf*‘

for Public Lands, but he knew that at

 easily introduce a clause into the regulatior
_ On the contrary, all that had been
*;;sa.ld ‘must lead to the conclusion that the

shewn that
_ the law was not u_nsatlsfactory, also that the |

| ,labor of others

_ boeket, and who took up the lam

and therefore the regula- |

sed the privileges accorded them by law,
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should have thus placed themselves
petition with their employer, even - ,
their spare time. But the exercise of vigl-
lance was necessary in mining, as in other
enterprises, and the Government could not
prevent one prospector watching
another was domg, The fact was, th
law, as it existed, simply gave the same
opportunity to all alike to search for coal,

and all who complied with the requlatlons,
could take up land for mmmg purposes. o
extend the gold miner’s right to the ﬁnder

of coal would not work well at all. In a
word, he (the Secretary for Public Lands) ﬁ

conceived that the facts proved that the regun-

Iations relating to coal had been wide-spread
in their efficacy, and no more liberal laW was
necessary.

Mr R. CRIBB said he had a falnt reeollectl '
of the answer of the honorable the Seere

time he considered it very unsatisfactory.
He did not think the honorable gentleman
had in hLis speech touched the matter at. |
at all.  After what had occurred, and b
brought before the House by the Lonorable
member for Ipswich, the Government could

to prevent a repetition of such cases as th
had heard of, and to sive a'man who made a
dis y & chance of getting the benefit of
it. He denied that the existing regulations
were sabisfactory in their results: though
they micht be satisfactory to those persons
who fook advantage of the discoverie ,
others, and who eaped the 'b '

pa.y the fees under the 1egulat10n
contended that that was '
tion for the man who had the

coal had been discovered by those men. As
t0 the argument that men should not come
into compemtlon with their employers, by
using their spare time for their own advan-

| tage,; he could hardly stand when he heard
_that

statement from the lonorable the
Secretary for Public Lands.  He trusted that
the honorable gentleman would puban end to
the discussion, by getting up and saying that
he would consent t6 what was asked for.
Dr. Coarrvok, in reply, said that when
he apoke of coal fields being more valuable

_than gold fields, he spoke of it as a branch of

general industry, and not as to the results of
individual miners. . 'The principle of the pro-
tection he advocated was fully acknowledged
in the Pastoral Leases Act of 1863, which
provided that the applicant who first occupied
new country with the requisite amount of
stock should have a preferent claim for a
lease. If the honorable the Minister for
ic Lands would promise him to get the
bulations amended, he would consent to
withdraw the motion, but if Jie Would not he

- should pressit to a dl\'lSlOtl
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_ instant; with reference to the unemployed; toge-
. with fhe accompanying petition from sund1y .
rchants and others, be printed.
regretted. he sald that the dlscussuon ,
which might ‘have ensued from this motlon,
ad been | to some extent forestalled by oné that
ad already taken place on a motion for the
djonrnment of the House. As the petition
in question had been referred to in that dis:
cussion, he felt bound to adhere to his motion.
petition merely asked that steps should
e taken to relieve the petitioners from the
‘estltutlon and want which existed amongst
sm. It had been stated by several honor-
members that there was a ureat dearth
£ labor in the north, and that the Government
cht despateh a number of those persons
her, to pet employment, which (they
ad failed to obtain in the south. According
) the statoment of the honorable the Minister
r Public Works, wvery few persons had
pplied for a passage since the first discussion
on the subject: had taken place; and he
Pugh)

) had had a note put into hls hands, in
h the writer represented Limself to be
secretary to ftlie commiitee of the
ployed,n tating that about one hundred
crons. begped for Teturn passages from
; wampton, and that destitution there
‘ eached such a stage; that bakers’
rts were bemg stuck up in the streets
0y the

:had been glven to him. The subJect
howevel, one that
sideration from the House. . Under
he present difficulties of the country, there
__were, no doubt, sonie obstacles in the way of
_ keepino up the relief camps on the scale
. heretofore mamtained. According to the
. statement of the honorable the Secr etary for |
 Publiec Works, those relief camps would cost
. £52.000 a year, or £1,000 2 week, to maintain
_them. That was an appalling statement;
. yet, no doubt, a great amount of desmtutlon '
did prevail. Not only had the House the

‘S,

hat the potition presented by me on the 9th
!

~"men, and others—praymg that some ction
‘might be taken by the House to relieve the

U e*iﬂj)by"éul."

 present difficulty.  He should be glad, upon

- the colony must he kept up; and he thoug,

that if there had been sreater determination
 shewn fo get all the work possible out of the
_persons in the velief camps, the unemployed
_ difticulty would have been much narrowe

should  receive |
_hood of Brishane persons had

. statement of the unemployed in proot of it; |

_ but, also, an mdorsing petition, which had
_been sent in by persons of unimpeachable |
‘mteg ity and  acknowledged _position—
mn bemg the mayor of the ey, |
‘tbhouc Bishop, Auallcan uelg,y- i ¢

i'Q'the iwman ,

_ 6f the Minister for Public Works, who

that, to leave the matter entirely in the h

_notwithstanding that the “Platypus had left

forthcoming.
senting Ipm ich had, he thought, somethi

1o work on roads where railways wer

relieved,

_ment for fifteen shillings.

of the House. He did not know wh
he understood the honorable the Secretary
for Public Works aright; but, from his state-

~mentb, he assumed that a number of pemons -

had struck work in the relief camps. The
honorable gentleman did not tell the House
on what grounds those persons had st‘uck' ,;
Although he (Mr. Pugh) was no advocate for
strikes, under any circimstances, he believed
the principal cause of the strilke was that the

| married men and the single men had heen

placed on the same level. He believed |
Government desired to do all they could;for

the relief of the really destitute, and to obtain

employment for them ; but he would like to
have more definite information than he. yet
had of the demand for labor in the north-—an
m lace of the somewhat contrary statemen

ad mentioned to the House There mig
or nught not be persons in the neighborho
of Brisbane who had not been relieved,

on tlie previous day with a large numbe

board: and he believed she was to m ke

another trip to the north if persons
Honorable members re

to complaln of in the matter of the disposal

of the unemployed in relief camps and other-
 wise, inasmuch as those persons mlght have
. been emploved where thoir [abor was actually

required. 1t had been said that they h
been employed in the nelghborhood of Br
bane, where they were not actually want
while in the neighborhood of Ipswich tl
could have been of some service. It
absolutely nonsensical to say that there

course of construction, for the cross roac

‘ it had been brought under his
notice, and with truth, that 1 neig

the employment of tarmers and others to get
three days’ employment from the Govern-
Such persons
deserved no sympathy whatever ; ; and he
trusted that the Government would exercise
due discretion, and not employ any such.
He did not know with whom the distribution
of the relief rested; but if in the hands of
the Engmeer of Roads, he must say that that
officer was a most improper person for the
duty. However, it was under the authomﬁy
e
hoped, would see after everything himself. If

the persons employed did not do the work
,they were erigaged for, but wenf in forthe

(Jrovemmeut stroke, * they should be sentf
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”awa,y ; for the country had no rlght t pay

_ them unless they worked. Unfortunately,
_a preat many deserving persons had been
made the vietims and tools of others who
_ were nothing but miserable loafers. In the
~ fair distribution of the relief asked for, the
Government hLad to exercise a diseretion

_which could only be exercised by a person

thoroughly conversant with the circumstances

_ of the case, and who, therefore, was not likely

to be imposed upon.
Mr. Mackexzie said the questwn before

;ythe House was of very considerable impor{-

_ance, and required to be approached with

_ circumspection. The burden of the petition

_was, that false representations had been made

}oy ghe Government, or their agentin Eng-
a

, consequently, the Government were

. bound to find them employment at the cur-

country.
Government in this matter of relieving the
“‘unemployed was, m the first instance, very
judicious. He had been years in this

_ thing. " After the gold discovery, in 1852,
. wagésrose to a very high rate ; employers
_could afford that rate at the time because
ofits :Were large, but the laborer did not

te wages, at half that rate, becaise

~ and every other requirement. Then, the
_ time came when lhigh profits ceased, and
__matters began to right themselves; bub the
. hich rate of wages became chronic, and con-
_ tinued when employers found it impossible
~ to pay high widges. This state of things

nces, that might have been séen approach-
y evory thinking man, had arrived; and
cause of the present position of affairs

' suceumb, and the rate of wages must
ﬂgo back o what it was in 1848, when
_ domestic servants had from twelve to fiftesn
_ pounds, and laborers from twenty to twenty-
__ five pounds a year.

cheaper ; tltey themselves were more frugal,
_ and the pubhc‘houses were far fewer. With
 all their hlgh wages; they had not been better
off sinice. At the present tlme, although
'labor was scarce and dear in the interior,
_ many of the unemployed would not leave the
~neighborhood of the towns. Perhaps that
was excusable in the married men with
famlhes, but hardly so if they were destitute.
He saw fhat things were mending; the
_ surplusage of labor was moving away north
_ and south with much rapidity every week,
and the present depression would soon dis?
_appear.  As to giving the uremployed free
Dissages, it would be far better to send them
to Clermont than to Texas, and it would not
cost more. The fact was that employers

[ASSEMBLY }

_ could not pay hlg‘h Wages, and Wages*,woul

, to induce persons to come hore, and
t Wages, or else a passage to some other

He thought the action of the

ountry, and had seen much of t];us sort of

__he had to pay more for his rent, his clothing,

 practical suggestion, and one that was worth
h

een going on for years, and the conse:

plain.  Sooner or later, the laborer

After all, the position
_ of those people was better then, for their
, requlrementsgenera]ly and their rent were

. .T7t€

have to come down. FHe thought that the
system adopted by the Government, of paying
persons so much for a part of the Week and
leaving them unemployed for the remamdel, '
was altogether erroneous and indefensible.
By the establishment of the relief camps on

such terms the Government were competing

with private employers. 1Tt would be a
better plan to restore the road votes and
distribute the unemployed upon the roads

‘throughout the interior, where they were

wanted.  The roads about Brisbane wers
wide enough, and the people were not wanted
to work on them. Another question that

arose was, how far the Government were

bound by the promises of their agent in
England. The only promise made y the
Government to immigrants paying the
passages to Queensland was, that they would
get on arvival a land ovder for eight
pounds, and a second for twelve pounds
after two years' residence. They were

bound by the flowery speeches of M
Jordan. Yet that gentleman's statements

~of the rate of wages in Queensland were

correct, to a certain extent; for laborers

would not reduce them, though employers ,,

could not pay them. However, the Govern-

ment had not gone the best way to work.

They should disperse the people; organise
them in parties upon the roads; do away
with the relief camps, and give them one
pound a week to do 8 week's work.

Mr. Brooxrs desired to suy a few WOT
Te fancied that the last speaker had made

e attention of the Government; bu
were, also, various points in his speech '

of ¢

which shewed that the honorable member .
labored under the old delusmn—t}mt he ha -

not availed himself of what were termed any
‘new lights.” The ‘honorable member was

following in the old tracks, making the old

mistakes, blaming the wrong persons, and
'entlrely misrepresenting  the facts of the

case: Now, what did the House find before

em? A very large number of persons
uld not get employment. Well, if honor-
able members looked back some three or four
years, they found that the ILegislature

 thought that population Was the one thing
necessary for Queensland. They sent an

agent home, a gentlemen in every respect
competent, both by natural gifts of speech
and by his experience of the eolony, as a.

Iind of advertising agent to induce people to
come t0 this colony. They strengthened his
hands by empowering him to tell the people
at home, that every person who came out

here, paying his own passage, should receive
on arrival 8 land order for eighteen pounds,

and anothe1 for twelve pounds after two
years’ residence. But, no sooner had that
gentleman arrived at home—mdeed by the
very mail by which he arrwed—although he
knew nothing of it——than intellisence was
forwarded subversive of his instructions.

OWII' .
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This Mr. Jordan found out before he had
been in London a-week. = Almost immediately
after he arrived at home, taking with him; as
hethought, the correct opinion of the dolony,
ag expressed by the Legislature, by the public
press, and ‘the colony generally, hefound
8 Government ' document —awaiting: him,
which  entirely turned aside the objects
of hisg mission. " The first: blow was then
made at the land order system. Mr. Jordan
was at that time inclined to relinquish: his
mission, and ' return: to. the colony; but;
having taken a warm interest in the land
order system, and feeling much interested in
introducing population into the colony, he
determined to stay where he' was, notwith-
standing - any . disadvantages  which might
arise. These disadvantages ncreased upon
him, and- the conclusion he (Mr. Brookes)
arrived: at wag, that it was not the intention
of the Government of the- colony to carry
out ‘the land order system: A gentleman
who occupied a high position of influence in
the colony, second. only to that oceupied by
the representative of Her Majesty, never

was gincere in the manner in which he dealt
with that question. He regarded that gen- {

tleman as the: Judas Iseariot of the colony,
and to his conduct was attributable; more than
to any other cause, the present state of the
colony.  If the land order systemhad been
carried - ont in its integrity, there would have
been an ample flow of population  of- the
right: sort to this colony. If Mr. Herbert
had been assisted by the Surveyor-General,
who was a squatter to the backbone, Queens-
land at the present time would: be in ‘a
prosperous position. - When he heard honor-
able. gentlemen, %ho. ought to know better,
say that Mr. Jordan had seduced people into
coming - to this “‘colony by false representa-
tions; . he: felt that: there was no ground for
such - an  ‘aceusation. . Mr. Jordan had never
said a-single word. - about: this colony: that
ought not to be true. : Whether it was true
or not, was another question.  Mr. Jordan,
in his most pictorial: deseriptions of Queens-
land, had not said anything that ought not
to be true ; every man in Queensland ought
to be able to sit: under his: own wvine, and
under his own fig tree.: If that were not so,
it was owing to the political action which had
been taken in the colony ; and when he saw
people forced, whether they would or not, to
become shepherds in. distant parts of the
colony; he said it was monstrous. . He wouald
endeavor: to make no remarks that evening
that were not: based on sound principles of
political ‘economy: - He. trusted that: the
squatters. would take what he was about: to
say in good part.  He was hot opposed to
them, personally, and he had-amongst them
many-valued friends. - They ought to be as
a class; ‘the élite -of the ecolony; ‘but the
squatting system was inimical to. immigra-
tion and. the best interests of the colony.
Squatting: could not, by any ingenuity, be
made consistent: with: a large flow of immi-

[10 OcroBEr.]
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gration. . That was the difficulty.. He did
not think they ought to shirk the difficulty.
It was a difficulty ‘which met them on every
side. - Every :question that came before the
Legislature was more  or less influenced by
the fact that twenty-five square miles of land
in- this. colony: were held at a mere pepper-
corn: rent, and that every : difficulty was
placed in the way of those who would make
a better use of the land.  The French his-
torian, - Michelet,” had  pointed 'out three
distinet periods in. the history of France,
when  the: peasantry had become purchasers
of land, and those times immediately pre-
ceded the  three prinecipal eras of French
agricultural prosperity. . There was; first, a
decadence, then a rise.  When the decadence
took place, the people  got  possession of
landed property, - and then prosperity com-
menced again. . This- occurred three times in
the course of ages. . Upon this subject; Mill,
in his. ““ Political Economy,” had the follow=
ing note '

“ Whoever would  study’ the reverse of  the
picture, may compare = these  historic : periods,
characterised by the: dismemberment: of: large, -
and the construction of small properties; with
the. wide-spread mnational suffering which accom-
panied;. and the permanent deterioration’ of the
condition of the laboring classes  which followed
the clearing away of small yeomen to make
room for large grazing farms, which was the
grand economical event of English history during
the sixteenth century.”

So long as the land in. Queensland was
devoted to mere. grazing farms, this would
never - be  a prosperous.  colony ;. and it
would always have to treat with a mass of
people who were unemployed. ' Professor
Fawecett, who, he believed, had never been
in'- Australia, said that - the country. was
capable  of supporting a. large population.

‘ Australia, for- instance, has been only partly
explored, and we make a- most moderate: compu-
tation if ‘we say that a population- of 100,000,000
might live: there, with: every comfort that man
can require.” : :

Now, it was a fact, that they had; in thag
session, and within. that very week, stopped
immigration:-: A more suicidal policy could
not- possibly" be  adopted.. - He maintained
that - they ought: to keep  the stream of
immigration flowing. - He gave the Premier-
every credit- for “having: introduced the
Leasing Bill, which was calculated to be
productive of great benefit: to the colony.
The only thing he feared, with respect tothat
honorable gentleman, was," that he would
give way, and that  his’ colleagues would
bring influences: to bear against what he
himself knew to be the wish of his- heart.
The Premier had told him long ago, that the
Leasing Bill and the Warwick and Too-
woomba railway were allied, and' that they
were- the backbone of the colony.. He put
it to honorable gentlemen, whether it was
not time for them to put an end to that
coalition with the Darling Downs squatters;
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whose. interest was not the interest of the
colony. They could not possibly legislate with
that impartiality which the just claims of the
public were entitled to, so longas they were
prepared-to do what was technically termed
log-rolling. for the sake of the Darling Downs
squatters..  The honorable member who pre-
ceded him spoke of low wages. . That was
a very great question, and if he: were to
adopt the views of  that honorable speaker
he should consider that  low wages were
the great desideratum. - From his. own
experience;, ~he did. not: believe in~ low
wages.  He. was in favor of high wages;
and ~when. the “honorable member &lluded
to the state of things which existed before
the discovery of the. gold fields,  he was
guilty of “an ‘anachromism. = The  honor-
able member for the Burnett did not wish
that squatting pursuits should go back to
the state of things which existed: before the
gold fields, but that wages should go back to
what they were at that time.  He maintained
that high wages was a sure sign of progperity.
If those gentlémen who had put a stop: to
immigration decried high wages, where was
- their consistency P - How did they expect to
have wages low. by st(ipping people’ from
coming to the colony P - It was impossible to
do justice to that question at that late period
of the session; and his object in addressing
the House was not to propose a remedy, but,
if possible, to induce the Government to take
an -elevated and statesmanlike view . of the
“matter, to leave the Darling Downs squatters,
and to legislate for the whole of the colony:
‘He understood the honorable member to: say
that the pecple who were unemployed were
hanging about the towns.  That was true—

where ‘else were they to ha,n%I about, they.

could not go into’ the bush. - He could: tell
the honorable member, that if he imagined
that the inhabitants of Brishane liked to see
these people Lianging about in their neigh-
borhood; he was mistaken. - They interfered
with everything, they taxed. the charity: of
the citizens to the very utmost, and they filled
the benevolent asylums. = There was a great
amount of destitution. He had to pass, every
Saturday, a great number of people who were
" hanging upon the charity of the Goovernmernt.
He maintained that those relief parties wers a
gross mistake. . Heunderstood the Secretary
for Public. Works to. say that. the unerm-
ployed about Brisbane cost the colony at the
rate of £10.000 & year.
. The SzcrETsRY For PusLic ‘'Worxs: I
did not say. so; but I said that if all the
relief camps in the colony were put to. work
in the same way as those in the neighbor-
hood of Brisbane it might cost that sum in a
ear. : -
7 Mz Brooxzs: He maintained that if it
cost only £5,000 it would be money mis-spent.
The only person who had exhibited any

presence of mindin dealing with the difficulty

wag: the Colonial Secretary while  Minister
for -Works, .but he had got out of that
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department.  Under the old system of grant-
ing relief to the unemployed, it was usual
to allow twenty shillings'a week for a married
man, and. one- shilling and sixpence for a
child, and it was possible for a man to earn
twenty-two . shillings - and 'sixpence. . But,
under the present system, the Minister for
Public Lands: had brought: them all down
to a’'dead level of fifteen shillings a week for
three days labor, and a man who wished to
earn twenty-two shillings and sixpence could
not, do so. It would be for the Government,
during the recess, to devise some means of,
not-only. relieving the unemployed, but of
preventing, so far as it was possible for legis-
lation to prevent it, there ever being a similar
complaint made to that House from the
unemployed:. "When he heard that petition
read; praying the Government to send them
to. the. United States of America, he could
hardly believe his ears.  Was there more
land in the United: States available than in
this colony P 'Was there better land in Texas
than in Queensland P, Was thers any other
reason under heaven, except the monopoly of

land by the squatter, why they should wish

to.go to Texas P He trusted that Govern-
ment. would lose no time. in bringing the
Lieasing - Bill info operation, and that they
would take care that.the Surveyor-General
was instructed to allow no. winking or play-
ing into the hands of individual iriterests, and
that if there were any unemployed; that the
lands of the colony should: be thrown open
to them. : It was just possible that some one
might get-up after him and repeat what the
Surveyor-General was in the habit of saying,
that . there ~was plenty of land  surveyed
already. - He (Mz. Brookes) maintained that
that. was not true, the land that was surveyed

- was bad land ; he wanted to have good land

for: the wnemployed. 'He: wanted to have
ood. land thrown open under the Leasing
ill; and he would leave the bad land to be
taken up a hundred years hence, when they

~had; as. Mr. Fawecett thought. they should
" have, a population of a hundred millions.

Mz, Frozsimaons econsidered the time had

~arrived when something should be done for

the unemployed, and the subject was one to
which the attention of the Government ought
to. be directed ; but the: honorable member
who had just sat’ down, after having spoken
fora long time against the squalters, failed
to bring before the Hougse a single instance
to prove: the correctness: of his statements,
and did not ever suggest a.remedy forreliev-
ing the prevalent distress. It could not.be
denied that the Agent-General had made
statements in- England which induced many

“respectable working men to come out to this

colony, and who found when they came here
that: those statements were not eorrect. He
maintained that the honorable member for -
North Brisbane, and others who aected with
him, forced on the Government the necessity.
of sending that- gentleman back to England..
The fault was: theirs; it was not the fault
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New Miliimy Barracks. :

1abored under, Bécaﬁse people without means
could not make any use of the land.  What
the people out of employment asked for in

their petition was that they should be kept-

from  starvation; and he believed the Gov-
ernment were ‘prepared ‘to grant the prayer
of the petition; to that'extent. The deputa~
tion W]IJ)O agked  him to present: the petition;,
informed him that every man whose signature
was attached to' it was out of employment,
and was actually “in - want.  Now, if  the
Government: could employ people so circums-
stanced, and pay - them  wages sufficient to
keop them from aetual starvation; thar, he
thought, should be sufficient.  If the Gov
ernment coitld, by any possibility, sift: out
the loafers, and pay deserving nien'as much
as would shield: them. from - starvation; no
more could be expected. He fully agreed with
the honorable member for: ‘Port Curtis, that
it would be well -to establish labor depots
in the interior; if it. was in thie’ power of the
. Government to do'so; but he doubted very
much-if it: was. - He remembered that the
subject of - establishing- depdts was' brought
up m'the House some time ago by the hon-
orable ‘member - for: the Leichhardt; Mr.
Sandeman; but no feasible scheme of working
them could be devised. - He must say, that a
great deal of the distress that existed in the
colony was owing to the wloleésale importation
of so-called navvies ; and it was an important
question what was to be done with them.
There had - been = two' thousand navvies
imported - for: Messrs." Peto, Brassey, and
Betts ; and there was- ample evidence that
hundreds of them had crossed: the borders;
and consequently the 'neighboring colonies
“were now reaping the benefit of the expendi-
ture. of this colony: He was glad to- find
that there was no-objection to: the printing
of the petition; and it would be well: that" it
should remain on the records of the House,
and form part of the history of tlhe colony.
It was well there should be an opportunity
of Jooking back and seeing, from: such docu-
ments, what were . the circumstances of the
eolony abt particular periods- of “its history.
For that reason, he should like the petition
to be printed,  and bound up along  with the
other records of the House. '
The motion was then agreed to.

NEW MILITARY. BARRACKS.

Mr. R. CrisB moved—

‘That in ‘the ‘present financial difficulties of
the colony; it is-inexpedient to extend the build-
ings at the military barracks.

His reason; he sajd, for bringing forward: this
motion was; that he found by the answer he
received toa questionheput to the honorable
the. Minister. for  Public ‘Works the other
day, that a sum of £8,400 had already been
expended -on the  new military barracks,
and  that it was intended to spend ‘a
further sum of £4,295. Now, he was not
preg)ared for  such 'an answer. as’ that;
and he t5hought that; 'in considering the
H
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present. financial dificulties of the colony,
1t would be very unwise for the Government
to spend any further sum on the new barracks.
Referring again ‘to the answer, he found it
stated that the £8,400 had been defrayed
from the votes for ¢ military barracks,” and
“furniture for public offices;” and the balance
it was 1g)z'oposec1p to-charge to the ““ military
contribution,” under the ‘Ac¢t 28 Vietoria,
No. 1. - Now, the ~vote for military
barracks was' £5,000; and no ‘more.  As to
the maintenance of the military, he found, in
the Act referrred toin the ‘answer to his
questions, the following clause i— -

“ Payment of so mauch of the said sum as shall
in each year be required shall be made monthly
at’the rate" of forty pounds per annum for each
man. who shall “be: on''service. when  the usual
monthly return is made of ‘officers and soldiers of
Her Majesty’s troops  on. service 'in  the said
c¢olony.” ;
That was all the colony was called upon to pay
—forty pounds per man per annum.  Hewas -
not aware how many soldiers there were in the .
colony ; but all that Ministers-could take out
of the annual vote; after deducting’ the extra
allowance for officers, was forty pounds for
esch man.  The condition on which the mili-
tary barracks at the top of Queen street were

- handed over to the Colonial Grovernment was,

that they should build new barracks of some-
thing like the same value in another situation.
He, for one; could not believe that the old
military - barracks were worth. ‘the money
which ~ had been ' expended on the new
buildings. " They had already spent £8,400
upon them, and had exceeded their bargain,
and - they ‘were asked. by :the Minister of
Works to spend £4,295 more.  They ought
not to’ be called: upon to-do so; it was an
expenditure beyond their: means. “He per-
ceived, by the accounts in the newspapers,
that more troops were coming here. He did
not know why they were coming, or why
they had-been sent for. The ‘House had
never been ' consulted - on ' the subject. - He
did not see what they were wanted for; or
what the use of them would: be when they
came.. He 'was no party to bringing them
here. :

The CoroNTAL SECRETARY: You assisted
in passing the Bill. -

v, R. CrisB '+ It was true, he did assist in
passing that Bill ; but the honorable member
could find no authority. there for sending for
more troops than were in the colony already.
He: intenided  that: they  should go to no
further expense in that matter. It would be
a disgrace to do so under the present financial
difficulties of the colony, when they did not
know which way to turn for the money: to
meet those expenses: that were absolutely
necessary. ' He: trusted the  Government
would give way, and allow the motion to pass

- without opposition.

The  CoroNtaL SecrETARY said he only
wished to make one or two: observations on
that- question, because the maftter stood on
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80 very ‘broad a basis that-he did not think
the House was likely to be influenced by the

arguments of the honorable member for Hast |

Moreton: That honorable member had stated
that the present erection had already cost as
much as the ground, which had been given
over to the Government in consideration of
those buildings being erected, was worth.
But the hororable member forgot that, not
only was that contract between the Tmperial
Government and the ecolony in reference to
the ground on which the present Treasury
stood, but it wag a contract: also in reference
to other grounds on which valuable buildings
stood. " For instance, the building in which
they were  then ~assembled  was imperial
property,. and had never been made over to
the colony. = The: hospital  which was at
present -used in. Brisbane -was also  an
mmperial - erection, and when' it was given
over: to the “Colonial - Government: it was
given over on ' the express condition that a
certain amount of accommodation should be
afforded for the military stationed in Brisbane.
The offices : of ~ the:. Colonial’ Secretary’s
Department were also imperial property; as
were several ‘other ‘buildings in - Brisbane.
Taking those facts- into- consideration; the
House must see that not only a large amount
of valuable property had been taken over by
the colony, but the value of that property
wag largely in excess of the amount expended
by the colony on behalf of imperial interests.
Papers had been placed: before the House by
which it was 'shewn that . the colony of
Queensland had undertaken, on consideration
of: that property being handed over to them,
to  erect - military - barracks in Brisbane,
according to plans sent out from the War
- Office, tjgne plans to include a hospital and

magazine,
been engaged in riothing else but in carrying
out: that contract. They had not exceeded
the contract made with the Imperial Govern-
ment; but the faith of the colony was pledged
to carry out that contract in its integrity.
But: when' the honorable member said that
these buildings were erected: for a handful of
%1%1, he forgot to read the preamble of the

e

¢ Whereas Her Majesty has required each of
the Australian colonies to contribute towards its
own defence by paying an equitable proportion of
the cost of Her Majesty’s troops in proportion to
the: number of men therein vespectively stationed
Be: it therefore enacted by the Queen’s Most
Excellent Majesty by and with the advice and
consent of the Legislative Council and Legislative
Assembly of Queensland in Parliament assembled
and by the authority of the same as follows’’—
‘Then, again, the first clause of the Act
stated-—

¢ There shall be payable in each and every year
to Her Majesty her heirs and successors out of the
general: vevenue of the colony of Queensland a
sum: not. exceeding three thousand six hundred
and forty pounds for the purpose of contributing
towards the cost: of - Her Majesty’s troops on
service in the said colony.”

[ASSEMBLY.]
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‘With referénce to the remarks made about
the - Government  having = no: authority to
authorise a larger number of troops to come
to the colony, he might remark, that the com-
pany which was expected to arrive was exactly
the quota to which this colony by the Act was
entitled ; and which number, it would be seen
by reference to the papers placed before the
House, had long ago been' applied for. The
honorable member stated that the Govern-
ment had no right to send for those troops. .
He (the Colonial Secretary) could not go into
an argument at all on that point, because that
was a question entirely between the Imperial
Government and the Hxecutive; but if the
honorable member were to make a ¢alculation
as to the comparative expense of providing
for the defence of the colony, by imperial
troops and by troops engaged in the colony,
he would find - that the employment of the
imperial troops was much the cheaper of the
two. - The only point for the consideration of
the House was : whether the contract with the
Home Government should be completed, or
whether they were disposed to dispute that
contract. It ‘was not as if the House was
going into & question which:honorable mem-
bers themselves had the power of determining.
It was not as if it were purely a colonial
question, in which their own rights only were
involved. In that case there would be no
difficulty in rvestricting the  amount of work,
and limiting the expenditure of money; but
this was a matter affecting the whole of the
colonies. ' The contract was entered into with
the imperial “authorities, and the plans were
sent out to the commander of the troops in
the colonies.  If they refused to carry out
the works, they would eommit a" deliberate
breach of faith.. He did not think the House

would do that, “And what was the amount of

expenditure they were called upon to meet ?
There was; as he had already shewn, an Act
of Parliament by which: the sum ‘of three
thousand six hundred and forty pounds was
annually “set: apart as.acontribution - for
military purposes, and which required no vote
from that House. = He believed that the
unexpended balance of that fund would cover
the whole of the proposed expenditure. - The
question was one which the honorable member
should not have brought before the House.
The colony had received more than the value
of the new buildings ; and if it were attempted
to' repudiate the -contract: which had been
entered into with regard to the erection of
the military barracks, there was nothing to
provent an: order being: sent out by the
imperial authorities to take possession of the
whole of the buildings  belonging to the
Imperial Government. He trusted that the
House would not entertain the motion.

Mr. Srermens thought the House ought
to' be thankful that the paper relating to the
military - barracks had - been' laid -on ' the
table.  He had tried to get a little insight
into sundry proceedings: which might, to.a
considerable: extent, account: for the way in
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’Whlchthe lcyo'l'on,y“wals gettmg into debt. He

_ but he thought that every sum required for

that contract should be voted by that House.
- That was another instance of the gross
__ extravagance which had arisen in eonsequence
- of not bringing the matter before the House.
_ He thought he could point out several things
_ which the Government would not have ven-

tured to undertake, if they had first to ask

the consent of the House. He alwaysunder-
stood that the contract entered into, was to
_ the effect that the old military barracks, and

_ the ground on which they stood, should be
_made over to the colony, on condition that
the Uolonial Government gave in exchange

five acres of land, in a betfer situation, and
. erected the necessary buildings thereon with

. the same amount of accommodation. But it
_was now sought to be made out, that not only

~ menf buildings should be taken into account.
_ It appeared to him to be simply an attempt
_ to mislead the House. 7
_ things in the paper laid before the House
ich were rather important.
remorandum, they found that the Executive

_ Avchitect should go on with the building,
the expense of which was to be defrayed
 from the unexponded balance of the military
- contribution of £3,640 per annum. He
. believed the Government had no right to
_touch that sum of £3640, excopt to the
_extent of £40 for every soldier actually in
he colony. He understood that the late
olonial Secretary, Mr. Herbert, stated, on
fornier occasion, that the military contri-
ould be voted by the House every

ar; Dbl
ouncil had deliberately passed a resolution
) spend a certain sum of money out of that
_ contribution of £3,640 per annum, withoub
the consent of the House at all.  In the
_second memorandum, 1t was stated- -
. “When the Imperial Government, at the

_ request of the Queensland Grovernment, agreed to

_ cede the old military barracks and the buildings
_ upon them, it was stipulated that the Queensland

_ Government should erect buildings on the new
barrack s

Majesty’s service, for the proper

_colony, viz, three officers and eighty-eight rank
_and file. The barracks for the men have already
n completed, but, as yet, quarters have been
ccted for only two officors. Accordme to the
gulations, three officers are entitled to a mess-
om, with ifs kitchen and other appurtenances ”

. The whole of that additional expenditure was
_ for that one officer. And what was the next

_step? Further on, in the same memorandum,

it was stated-—~ , -
_ % The plans before the Council are designed to
_complete the new barracks, and to carry out the

 stipulation made with the imperial authorties,

_when they agrecd to cede to the Colonial Gorv-

S

. did not dispute that there was a contract,
_ aod that they had to fulfil it to the letter;

_ the barracks; but the whole of the Govern-

There were some
In the first

ouncil passed a resolution that the Colonial

ut it appeared that the Hxecutive

, suilicient, according to the regula-

n of the troops allotted to this

_ [10 Ocropen.] |

- old barracks.
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1 buildings of the

ernment the valuable site a 3
The Colonial ect calenlates
that the proposed new buildir ill cost some-
thing less than fifteen hundred pounds (£1,500.)

"Hebelieved it would be the opinion of honor-

able members that the utmost the Kxecutive
Couneil ought to have done was to passed
a resolution to place that sum on the Hsii-
mates of the House. Instead of that, it was
stated— -
“The Council deliberate. This is a matter of
contract ; besides, there is every wish to provide

for Her Majesty’s troops in Queensland the same
jesty 8 troop

accommodation as is provided for them in the
United Kingdom, and in all other parts of the
Empire. The Council advise, therefore, that the
Colonial Architeet be mstructed to proceed at
once with the erection, as the full complement of
the garrison may be expected to arrive shortly.
‘The cost will be provided, as ordered in a tormer
minute, from the surplus of the military contri-
bution, so far as that fund will go; and Parlia-
ment will be moved fo grant a further sum in
case of necessity.” - .
The next memorandum shewed the gross
extravagance which such a mode of procedure
gave rise to. At the next meeting of the
Executive Council certain plans were laid
before them and approved. and a tender by
Mr. W. P. Wricht, at £5,659, for the erec-
tion of the hospital, magazine, and officers.
quarters, was accepted. The estimate of the
Colonial Architect was that they would cost
something like £1,500. The Couneil, however,
passed a resolution that the money was fo be
expended, and that it was to be taken out of
the £3,640 provided by the Act. THe would
go no further; but he would ask every
honorable member to consider this subject,
feeling assured that he would come to the
conclusion that it was absolutely necessary
for the Exeecutive to have the anthority of
the House for the expenditure of the public
money. He hoped the perusal of that paper
wotld convince hon'oragle members that it
was absolutely necessary to put a stop to
that unauthorised expenditure. He should
support the motion of the honorable member
for East Moreton. . -
. Mr. Pucn said he would have the greatest
possible pleasure in supporting that motion,
especially as it was shewn in that memo-
randum that the colony was about to be
saddled with so much extra expenditure on
account of the military. He could well

understand that the work, which was esti-

mated by the Colonial Architect to cost
* something like £1,500,” should have cost
£5,659, because that was all of a piece with

thatgentleman’s usual estimates. He objected

to the increase of the military. He found they
were to have three officers and eighty-eioht

rank and file. He was not aware that soldiers

were of any particular benefit to the colony.
They mounted guard at Government House,
and over the convicts, for which they were
paid; and they also attended at the post
office when the English mail came in, which
was nob a very nulitary oceupation. Hedid



ng, but the pusﬂlan1m1ty
lime ago when some distur-

blic peace was apprehended,

 that called for an increase in the number of
troops—an morease that would cost about

. £4.000 3 yoar. He agrced with the remark of
, the Hoorable Robert Liowe, in his evidence
_ given before the committee of the House of
ommons— I don't think it is mght to send
y troops to New South Wales.

 Her Majesty s troops.” The latter portion

of the document which had been laid before
_ the House smacked strongly of a certain

iarter. The honorable member at the head

mplete the contract, he would not be sur:

step in and take away the buildings. In
wing passage -~

t appears that these bmldmgs ha,ve never
. formally given over to the Queensland
Iment.

hey stand, must be wmth £50,000 ; whereas the

be

ns1de1ably under £15, 000.”

. Did that House ever contem g)late spendmg
_ £15,000 on those buildings? No; never.
_ They were told that those buildings had
__ never been given over by the Imperial Govern:
ent ; and yob the honorable member at the
of the Government put them in the

Act, which provided for their sale. The

_the Parliamentary Buildings,
&o. ; the sixth, to the Post-office

house,

Oﬂic ; the e1ghth, to the Hospltal the ninth,
to e,Custom-house, the tenth to the
8 ommlssamat and so on. All those pro-
perties, which the honorable gentleman told

them belonged to the Tmperial Government,
_ and for which they were bound to give some
_ return in exchange, he had disposed of by

 Act of Parliament previously.  He did not
__suppose that the imperial authorities, unless

_prompted to do so
_ the colony, would ever attempt to take

. possession of those buildings. The only reason
_he could conceive for the increase in the
. number of troops was the desire for a little

_more pomp and display on the part of a

_certain personage whose name he should not
mention, but whose fine Roman hand he '

~ could detect at the end of that document.
M

. to stop those works. If Her Majesty the
Quecn: thought proper to seize the buildings
belonging to the Imperial Government, let:
hem e seized, and the furniture could be

removed else“ here D1d the Premwr think

~ A Govern-
ment of that kind isnot ﬁt to be entrusted with

the Government said that if they did not
;J'jpmsed if the Imperlal Government should

that ,ocument however, he found the fol— '

It has been estimated that the
o5 1n Brishane erected at the cost of the
mperial Government, and the ground on which |

e cost of the new barracks, when completed L

of the Parliamentary Bulldmgs'

ﬁrst chedule related to the Colonial Secre-
_ ftarys Office; the second, to the Telegraph
; the third, to the Pohce office reserve ;

nd Savings Bank ; the seventh, to the Survey.

y interested persons in

Mr. Taviorsaid heshould j join the honor-
; able member for East Morcton in endeavoring

’ he llad'chlldi'en' :to deal ‘W1thf that ‘é sho
"threaten them in that way P

_get on better  future.

_(the Secretary for Public Works) woul
‘put a few plain facts before the Hou

~ Her Majesty's Government and the Gove
 benefits in excliange for the i

_ buildings, they had a riglit to sell then

~would now read the despatch -

“Qrn,

: your
despatoh of the 25th August last, No. 54, apply-

tary bulldmgs, together with the gr

_ this arrangement upon the conditions pro ,
and upon the understanding that the deSIgns for
the new barracks should be a,pproved by the
general officer commanding. .

forwarding a copy . of the Act 18 and 19 Victoria,

The h
personage who had been spoken of as influ
encing that expenditure would not remar
long in the colony, and he would leave i
as 1if was afb present, protty much in debt.
He hoped, however, that, what with the
departure of some and the hoped for depar-
ture of others, the colony would be able to

_ The Srerrrary ror Pubric Works sald"
the honorable member who spoke last had not
made the sensible remarks he was in the habit
of maki He might try to believe tha
what he had stated was irue, and perhaps
the honorable member for North Brisbane
might imagine the same thing; but he

and leave them to judge how far it would b
safe for the House to interfere with
arrangement that had been made bet

ment ‘of the colony. He would read a d
patch from the Seeretary of Stat ,
that this colony had received

Prove
they were then erecting. Some ho
members imagined that yecause the Go
ment had taken possession of those land;

they forgot that Her Nlajesty would h:

right to take possession of them again if
Colonial Government did not carry ou
part of the contract. A portion of the
Whlch had been taken over from

It was as follows :

Dowmng Street,
e 1113}1 1(

of N ewcastle

il han?e to acknowledge the recelpt of

ing, at the request of your Grovern ent, for
authoriby fc ,‘,the transfer to Queenslan f th
present barra )]

stand on, in exchange fora better sﬁ:e,
barracks to be erected upon 1t at the expense
the Colonial Treasury. ~

“1 have to scquaing you, in
Secretary of State for War is will

¢ As repards the transfer of the old barra
and lands; and the conveyance of those talen in
exchange, T transmit to you a copy of a circula
despatch addressed to the Governors
Ausiralian colonies, on the 11th December, 1857,

¢ 117, entitled © An Act for transferr n
of He1 MaJestys Principal Secretamee
the powers and estates vested i the by
Officers of the Ordnance,’ and I hav

- that (no such Act having been passed by (he‘
Q,Leglslattlle of New South Wales p).eku to



into a separate
was therein directed, take
submit to the Leglb-

; early opportumt
_lature the propriety of passing an Act for trans-
_ferring to, and vesting i Her Majesty’s Principal
- 'etal y of State for the War Department,
. various powers and capacities which are requisite
_ for holding and transferring public lands,

« ’.[‘he Secretarv of State for War will take the

- olony of the land now occupxed as barracks, and
- will give whatcver other instructions may be
| mecessary to the commfmdmu officer.

: £ I have, &o., ,
o« NEWCASTLF 2

o e' Act referred to in  that ‘dospatch was
smitted along with that document. It
juite clear, whatever honorable members
‘wish to do, that the coloriy had pledged
ertain things by the thén Parliament,
as incumbent now to carry out

g1
then entered into was beln.gr
ed out under his direction.

ndeavoring to spread it over as long
he possibly could. Honomble
; allced of wishing to see the
oyed at work, were ‘endeavoring 1o
ta great many more by stopping
sary public works which ought to
- The military barracks would

b the colony had already realised
;>£30
_The Govern-

Government.

,Iole member were assembled to sell,

embers wished to repudiate what a former

Secretary of State for the Colonies
1d under instructions from the British

ed to the Imperial Government.

ction of instructions that were sent out to

dispose of certain buildings and lands the
perty of the Tmperial Government. He
also some recollection that, upon the
ion of Captain chkh‘lm, those

. repre

_ several buildings and lands were withdrawn

om sale. Among those buildings was the
. observatory.  In the despatch read by the
_ honorable the Secretary for Public Works,
_ there was not the slightest allusion to any
) The

ilding but the Military Barracks:

_ officer commanding the troops in the colonies.
. > those the bulldmgs to Whlch these
ns referred P
he SECRETARY FOR PUBLICWORKS Those

':y“"were tLe buxldmgs

equmlte steps to effect. the conveyance to the

The contract

He was
spendlng'phe whole of the 1 money at once,

' 5,000 altosether. when com-
,000 for the lands siven over
' uld still have the . buildings in which
. ought the Government had
a goodﬁ exchange ; but if honorable

ament had done, they might expect that

nt, take back the property which

CrALLINOR said he had some recol-

Captain Wickham, the Government Resident,

‘bonorable gentleman also referred to certain
- plans which had been sent up by tlie general |

_military buildings.

that while the Colonial Alc]:ute

_cost the amount put down fi
_buildings.

_ provided in the military buildings. 0

would the military buildings prov1de a
- modation for twenty-five bedsf. )
_impression on his mind that some papers
| béen laid upon the table of the House,

“which it was stated that the quota of soldie

, hundred.

CGouneil, it was another exemplification of

_ called to account for their doings.

, papers on the table.

the Colonml Archltec ,
called upon to prepare fresh plans,
the plans sent up by the gener
shouid have been set aside. Wi
to the military contrlbutwn, the
not say they ‘were to spend £3,640, but
that the contribution should not exceed
£3.640 ; and there was not a smgle wo
in the Act with 1ega1d to the provision for
How could there be
when the Act was passed before the contract
was entered into?. The Government had
not the slightest right to spend a farth
of that money beyond the amount author
by the Act! On looking over the paper
W]nch had been put into the. hands of hono
able members, he was strueck with thedfact
aid

building would cost £1,500, the.
tender was accepted for £5.605, or £4195
more than his estimate. - When the honorable
member, Mr. R. Cribb, asked the questi
the other day. with reference to the cos
the military buﬂdlngs, he:( 1 Challl"
was struck with the answer of the Coloni
Secretary, and the amount
expended on them; ai
amount with the cost of e
villa ab Ipswich, which,
up with every regard to conffort and
ence, and finished in the be 1

He was quite confident
that the amount of deccommodation g
in that gentleman s residence would be qui
equal to the amount of accommodatic

complaints had been made in that Hous
that a sum of £20,000 had been expended on
the now hospital, which was a cut stor
building, capable of providing accommodatic
for one hundred beds; but he would

Heb

to which the eolony was entitled would
sent as soon as they could be spared.
The COLONIAL bECRETARY That was one

Dr. CHALLINOR He, for one, ,
object to that number. He thought i
unadvisable that the metropolis of the colony
ould be utterly destitute of any regular
ce. Cireumstances mlght arise in which
heir services might be required. Hedidnot
think that was an extravagant number, and
he did not complain on that account. But
with regard to the action of the Executlve

what he had often said in that House, that
“ might was right.”? The Government h
not the slightest suspicion that they 1d

The CoroNiAL bECRErARY We laid the
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TINOR HIS own 1mpressmn was,

Imperial Government t6 liave taken back
eir property. There was no doubt the
overnment entered into a contract with the
perial Government ; but he believed that,

ording to the plans f'orwarded by the

so far, fulhlled the condltlons of that
tract ; but if it was found necessary that
6 addltlonal accommodation referred to
1d be provided, he did not object to
~ that; but he did object to the Government
. 'domg it without first obtsining the vote of

_ that House, and falhng back upon a fund
~ which they had no right to touch. He

Colonial Secretaly, Mr. Herbert, that the
nilitary  buildings could be put up for

_ £5.000; but now they were told that they
would eost £15,000. The question for their

consideration was : had the Government a
right to do what they had done, without a
‘vote‘ of that House?

g NERAL’ 4

; , But we Want the tltle
The ATroRNTY:
er talke the means to get it.
r. CHA

ture to continue P
CoroNIin SECRETARY That is spe01-

Dr Cuarrrvor: Suppose another. company
uld come here, must other buildings be put
or them? The House did not know the
nt of the accommodation which might be

called upon to provide.
honorable member for East Moreton had
vorded his motion in the way he had done;
r, believing that a contract had been

vote for the motion as it af present stood ;

but, if the honorable member would w1t]1-
draw the motion, and bring forward another,
ondemnatory of the action of the Govern-
he would cheerfully support it. The
‘anatlons of the Premiér reniinded Lim of

n a Bishop, was upbraided for having

vear asa Bishop, but as a Prince.” But h

k _ (Dr. Challinor) would like to know, if the

.  devil _got hold of the Prince, where would
_ the Bishop be? Andif the devil got hold

_ of the Mmlster, where would the Prenner |

beP

he SECRETARYFOR PusricLanps said that

question was, perhaps, not an unnatural one at
this time; ard 1t was noft one that was
unusually found in private individuals when
pl ed in circumstances similar to those in

d have been very much better for

the military bulldmrrs were erected

ene1a1 officer in command, the Government

. honorable members having admitted that, it

recollected it being stated by the late

,the change of circumstances had not taken
_He would ask the
hether the deed of grant had
1ade out for ‘the military

N 0; the title is ’

_in all probability there would have been no
Gexeran: Then you had

INoR: But, how long 1s thls
| had changed, and there was now a want
_money 1n the colony ; and there was cons

qun'ed and which they ‘might hereafter be
He was sorry the
_a feeling as that to divert them from the

tered into, he (Dr. Challinor) could not |

 he believed it would e the mest unwise and
 the most inconsistent act that had ever been
performed by the House.
ying attributed to Prince Talleyrand, who,
objected to the carrying out of th
e¢d a profanec oath replied: “ He did not.

the temperof somehonorable members on this |

thh the eoIony was now pla ,ed- and, indee
he might say in all other colomes unde
similar cireumstances.  Honorable members .
who had addressed the Housc had alluded to.
the subject under consideration as one
that was mnot unfamiliar fo them; and
they must therefore be aware that they
were dealing with an agreement- one that
had been recognised by the House by an Act,
- an agreement entered into between the
colony and the Imperial Government. Now
he had not heard any honorable member
deny that this agreement actually existed, or
that it did exist at the present time.  Well,

did appear to him, in listening to what had'ﬁ
fallen from some honorable membels. that
there was little more than a feelmg of
remorse and regret expressed. by them
because of the change of circumstances that
had oceurred since the agreement was made
originally with the Imperial Government;
(% lie thought it was very possible that if

place; that if the colony was in as prosperous
a condition as it was 11 a few months ago;
and that if theland the Imperlal Government
exchanged for the land _upon which the new
buildings were erected were as valuable now
as it was ab the time the exchange was made,

such opinions expressed as had been expressed
in some of the speeches that hadbeen delivered
this evening. But, unfortunately, the times

quently an absence of that value in the lan
which they possessed at the time the
apreement was made.  Therefore, it was
not  urnatural that that which  then
was 80 satisfactory should be deemed
unsatisfactory now. - But he thought honor-
able members would be unwise to allow such

course that had been pursued; for if another
course were adopted from that which had
been pursued up to the present time, it
would amount to something like repudiation.
If any action the House might take should
have for its effect the stoppage of the works,

But it seemed to
him that honorable members woul '

or the completion of the contract, if it had @
not been discovered that the amount of
money required was greater than was at the
first expected,; and that at the same time a
great depreciation in the value of land had
taken place. But he would especially refer

to the amount of money necessary to com-

plete the contract. He would admit that 15
was alarge sum, indeed, that wasrequired to
complete the remaining portion of the work;

. but he could not, at the same time, omit to

see that, under the contract, it was an abso-
Tutely necessary expenditure. The last por-
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tion. of the work was equally as necessary
 as the first pormon——wluch some honorable
. members, as he was surprised to find,
© attempted to deny. Some honorible mem-
_ bers had said that all that was necessary,
__ under the agleement with the Tmperial
Government, was that the barracks only

__ should be buﬂt and that those barracks had
 been built. Now, he thought that was a
_ position the most unlikely for the Imperial
_ Government to have left itself in. It was
very unlikely, indeed. that the Imperial
Government making an exchange, which it
___had not been denied in the House was advan-

_ tageous to the colony, would have attempted
‘place themselves, or, rather, the imperial
troops that came to the colony, in a worse
_ position than they were in when the agree-
_ ment was made. When the troops had

_ possession of what was now the Treasury,
. and when the imperial buildings were
__ olbogether in their hands, and when the
~ soldiers of the Imperial Government were
~ living here, they had then what they now
aglked for, namely, a hospital. It was true
_they had not a hospital on the ground

_ occupied by what was now the Treasury,
_ but they had a portion of the public hospital,

_ which was devoted to the civil portion of the
 colony as well as to the military. . But
__another change had ftaken place. The

hosplta,l was now altogether devoted to
of the

_ the wants of the inhabitants
' ,;colony, and the portion formerly devoted
_to the wants of the military was no longer at
their service.  Now, the very natural condi-
_ tion was stlpulated for by the Imperial
_ Government in the contract, that a hospital
_ should be built in connection with the
 barracks. Well, it came to this, that the
_ erection of the hospltal was more expensive
. than honorable members had any idea of.
_ But was that a sufficient reason why the
_ works should be stopped, and why the House

_ the amount of expenditure the hespital
_ should have involved; and he would ask
_ what contract, either pubhc or private con-
_ tract, or building, did not come to a larger
~ amount of money than was originally esti-

__ be given in which such had not been the
. case. He thought, then, even for that Teason,

__if there were none other, it weuld be unwise
to interrupt suddenly the agreement; for the
stoppage of the works Would have a most
 injurious effect upon the minds of the
_ Imperial Government, on whose part the

The Imperial Government, on their part, had

carried out that portion of the contract that | ,
 satisfied ; but if not, if the Government had

_was left for them to fulfil. Under the
_agreement, plans had fo be submlbted to the

fxmperxal authorltles, and the plans were

. ?,ultuna,tely approved of. It was also part of
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‘ the acrreement that the 1mper1a1

officer to approve of the buildings that we
_erected in exchange for those given tot

 with any military buildings for occupation

~ he admitted, an expensive worl, it was
50 mueh so as to afford any reasonable
_ground for declining to earry it'out; and he

 with the Imperial Government.

. did not mean to say that a change of opint

. colony.
'stances would not make any

~ should take a course that would amount to a
. repudlatlon of theirasreement? N ow, 1t was,
_ after all, merely a difference of opinion as o

afterwards; he came and said that the contra

. mated? He believed that no instancé could | should be taken for five thousand one hundr

_ struck him as asingular matte

not dwell longer upon it.

.  thing he would like to know, and that was,
mterruptlon of the work could be clearly |

. g‘ ub as a breach of agreement by the colony.

erTor n domg 50.

.MWW B
were to send out to the colony one

Government. Now, it was a fact that one
gencral officer— more than one, for it so
Lappened that two general officers who had
come here had expressed their dissatisfaction
with the buildings that were erected, unless
the buildings were completed by the erection
of another building which was now going on,
namely, the hospltal It musk, he thought,
be clear to the mind of every reasonable
man, that there must be a hospital connected

by British troops, and he did not see why
that part of the contract should not be co
pleted as well as the other. Though it w:

trusted the House would not come to a
resolution, the effect of Whmh would be to
interrupt the work that was gomg on.

Mr. Frrzsiaaons said he did no’c think
would be right fo interrupt the carrying
of any acreement that had been entere

The r-
able the Minister for Public Lands had mi de .
some remarks to the effeet that the works

 were objected to because of the changed ir-

cumstances of the colony—-— . ,
The _SEcRETARY For Puplic LANDS
had taken place on the subject as a Whole, ‘
because of the changed circumstances of
the colonv, but that there Wasnow an abs
quence of the changed cn'cumstances of the .
FITZSIMMONS A ch‘

and wrong. There was on j
that had struck him as being very strange,

‘and that was that the Colonial Architeet
_ should have stated that a building erected

according to the plans submitted would not
cost more than one thousand five hundred
pounds——that the cost of erection would be
under that sum ; and yet, almost immediate

pounds Now, either the man who did the;k

like of that was unfit to be the Colom 1
 Architect, or he must hav

by the Government to alte ,
, but he would -
There was one

whether the Government had a right to

expend the money without consultmg the

House. If so, and if it was made clear to -
him that such was the case, he would be

no right to expend the money without con-
sulting the House, they were deoxdedly i




, he stoppade of the expendlture‘
he military barracks. Now there could
oubt, that in the despatch and by the
Parliament that was passed in pursu-
recommendamon founded on the
he eolony was bound under engave-
vith the Imperial Parliament to earry
ose buildings. Some confusion seemed
the mind of the ‘honorable
rth Brisbane, Mr. Pugh, as
ajesty had not granted to
the old military barracks, and
mp 1al bulldmgs, _with the waste
the Orown. Now, the military
he buﬂdmgs occupied by the
islature, the old factory buildings, the
i amat and all those buildings that
ested in the Board of Ordnance,
not_included under the term ‘“waste
They were special property, and to
r the carrying out of the arrangement
he colony, an Act was passed i the
erial Parliament divesting the Board of

up hich they stood, and vesting them in
_ the S retary of State for the Colomes
. . under the agreement that was en-
_ tored into, not only were the old ba,rracks,,
. but all the ordnance bulldmgs, glven to the
_colony on condition that new military bar-
’ s were built, accordmg to approved plans
o ecificatl . And honorable ‘members
_ must bear m"'mmd that the title of the
' 'lomal Government to sell or dispose of the
o . arhamentamy Bmldmgs, a othere
dmg‘ epended on the faithful perform-
of the contract with the Secretar :
h; :

had got no grant»as etf
tary of State .of thosef
s. There was a despatch
. resent was as good as a title ;

t yet given a grant of the site

erefore, the arrangement migh be

pa,rty goihe on in the performance of his

_only when both parties had completed their
part of the contract. Unless the colony was
_ to surrender their richt to the
by Her Majesty, he did not
sent proposition could be

: ilitary had, of course, to be
~ housed ;. and he did not ses that the Govern—j
ment had done anything very far wrong in.
_proceeding with the erection of the requisite
buildings. It might have been better that
_money had been voted by the House,
it might be better now that the _House
ould formally pass the vote.  For his own
th, he tully appro
1 he should always be glad when the
cted, itself, in respect to money mat-
, f the questlon as to the expendlture

raised in
did not ¢

. House would not consent to pass 1t
" the Government had met the motion 1

acknowledged their mistake ; for that t

_colony ought to give a fair cquivalent for
ince of the buildinps and the lands |

% _granted by the Imperial Gover:
¢ontended that that had nof

, toto

convement site equa,
 to the barmcks that. wer
 nothing more.
_ the House at the time,
_ knew as much about th agreement s

_ was stated at the time that the expense
_ and to that amount of expen

_ passed in 1862 fo 1863
that was the compacb and hezdeﬁe
' member of the Government to _prov
on th other hand the Colonial Govern-; '

new barracks to the Secretary of State. |

part of the contract, which would be completed |

_ compact was, that the colon:
of the lands and build

_no member of the Government could
from any records of the House that
_not done.
- would be found that the contract wa
. past of the colony, completed in its i
of such a course; | %

stood upon them, that were to be gi
'by the 1mper1a1 authontws, tlll ,,,the new

mal way, he must say tha,t
_the Government had done so
muchvnong The question now was, whether
certain buﬂdmgs necessary to be. erected wet
to be erected. Well, the colony was un
an engagement with. the _imperial author
on the sub]ect——that was admitted —and
could not withdraw from the engageme
without giving up all claims to what
formerly  imperial buildings. He
himself oppose the motion, and he hoped &

Mz, R. Ozieg, in reply, said he
way they had. He was sorry they had ]11101',

had made a grand mistake was undo
The honorable the Colonial Secretary
met the question with his usu:
and he had endeavored
that the whole matter re '

basis.  The honorable gentleman

all the lands and buildings that had

Now, for ]llS own. part he

He

any member of the present Governmen
thie new buildings would not exceed';ﬁ

agreed, as would be seen.

contrary. He remembered saying at tho
time that he thought thie bargain fo pu
new buxldmgs, at a cost of £5,000, was rathe

(] bu that t]l ]

o lthy loeaht
Now, if the Grovernment required more mon
to complete the barracks, why did |
come to the House and askfo‘ it

g8 glven up by the
lmperlal authorities, should erect bu_lldmgs
upon an approved site, according to plans
be approved of by the milifary authorities
at home. That, he contended, was done, and

1If the plans were prod

t had been said that a title would ot
given to the lands, with the buildings th




:, J\’ *[leta)_y Barrack&‘

the fact?
d for the sale
home, and was approved of. = And, what
. more, some of the lands had been sold,
~ and grants issued to the purchasers.

__ honorable the Colonial Treastrer next came
. down with a great flourish of trumpets, and

_ after quoting the preamble of the Bill accused

An Act was not only

him of not having read the Act 28 Victoria,

No. 1. But what had the preamble to do
ith the matter at all P It was only the
_ordinary preamble to a Bill setting forth what
the Bill was for.
_the barracks whatever.
the Bill Sa,ld.——-' ,

here shall be pa,yable in eech and every yoar

But the ﬁrst clause

 the general reveniie of the colony of Queensland
8 sum not exceeding three thousand six hundred

- towards the cost of Her MaJestys troops on
_ service m the sa.ld colony -

‘ _.Now £3,640 was the maximum amount

" which the colony was to be called upon to
and that Act was passed in conformity

. pays

_with the despatch that was sent out by the
. Home Government. That despateh said that
~ Queensland had been put down fo contribute
_ toward

~ £3,320 per annum; but the eolony went
_ beyond that by £320 per annum. But the

_ despateh further said that it would be unfair

_ that the colony should pay that amount
__ annually, as the full number of soldiers it

ways be in the colony; and it, therefore,
ed the amount o be paid at £40 per man

~ ernment could not pay one shilling more;
ind they had no right to use; for building
urposes, one farthing of the amount the

e of the force. The sum of £40 per
1 of course meant that the officers should
> more and the soldiers less. But the

for the new barracks than the man in
¢ __An honorable member of the

. d patch aid upon the table during a former
. n, the terms of the contract would be
but no member of the Government had
_ produced that despatch.
- produced was the secret paper from Govern-
nt House. Now, if that paper gave the
ment the power of spending the

ey, there was no use for a Le 1s%atlve
nbly. If something cooked at
. nt House authorised the expendlture of
money, then the elected representatives of

‘ ople no longer had anything to do with
purse-strings.  The famous despatch

- alluded to by the honorable the Minister for
' bhc Works was dated llth February, 1863 A

51
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; '———a year af'ter the compaet was made ‘
| after the £5 OOO was voted and the com
f those lands, but 1t was '

ks were satlsfactorﬂy completed But

The |

It had nothing to do with

to Her Majesty her heirs and successors out of

_ and forty pounds for the purpose of contubutmg l

! _responding to his own feelings on the su
e maintenance of the military in
Australian colonies to the amount of

s caleulated to provide for might not |
help voting for that.

nnum. Under the Act, then, the Gov: |

was liable to pay _towards the main- |
undertaken to do.

had nothing more to do with the expen-

had said that by reference toa | forward? It was the bounden duty

The only paper

yovern-

e ’l[{lt[ai.y Bcu 7‘0{{'7&5

made. ~ ‘
The CoroNIAL SECRETARY It was before
the Act of Parliament was passed.
Mr. R. Crigs: The Actof Parhamenthad
nothing whatever to do with the matter. He
had no doubt that all that was contamed in.
the despatch, as undertaken to be done by
the Tmperial Government, would be done.
The Imperial Government, unlike colonial
governments, never flinched from anything
they undertook. Now, this colony had
carried out their part of the contract; and if
the plans were produced it would be seen
that such was the case. Tt had been said
that if the works were stopped the conse-

‘quence would be an increase of the number(

of the unemployed. That was such a bare-
faced piece of argument that he would not
further refer to it. The honorable member
for Ipswich; Dr. Challinor, had said he could
not vote for the motion, unless it was so
altered as o blame the Government. Well,

. he must inform the honorable member, and"

the House, that he had put the matter as
mildly as he possibly could, in the hope of

inducing the Government to accept of it. If

he Had framed the motion in any wiy cor-f

All that ’he'

it would have been a rattler
sald was i —

. “That in the present ﬁnaneml dlﬂicultle
the colony, 1t is imexpedient to extend the bull
mgs at the mlhtary barracks.”’

Now, what could be mllder than that _He
thought the honorable member could not

the changed eircumstances of the colony that*
called forth this motion. Now, he denied
that such was the case.

them, would not flinch from doing all t# had
Had they not saddled
themselves with faxation to an epormous
extent to enable them to fulfil all their obli-
gatlons? and was it, then, to be said
that it was beeause of a chiange of circum-

stances that this motion had been bro .

House—
_An HONORABLE MEMBER To repudla’ce?,
Mr. R. Criss: Yes; to repudiate the

_action of Ministers who would fake upon
themselves to expend moneys they were
_never authorised to expend;
_repudiation he for one would approve of.
He would not detain the House longer at

that late hour. He hoped the motion would
be carried ; but whatever the result of the

voting mlght be, his object was accomplished - .
5o far, that he had shewn that the Govern-

ment had been expending money recklessly,

_and had been expending money they Wele .
‘ not authonsed to expend,

- The honorable the
Minister for Public Lands had said that itwas

; Honorable members
_had shewn that the colony, asrepresented by

‘and such
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 The question was then put, and the ouse
_ divided as follows :— -

. Ayes 7. Noes, 11,
_ Mr, Brookes = Mr. MeLean
. ,; Stephens . Macalister
. R Cribb : ' o Watts
5 B Cribb 5 Palmer
., Pugn : 5 Fleming
-, DRoyds 5 Sandeman
W Taylor. s Wienholt
. . +:Dr; Challinor
Mr. Haly
55 Lilley
L » Bell

 GOLD EXPORT DUTY ACT REPEAL.
. Mr. FrrzsimmoNns moved— ‘
~ That this House will, to-morvow, resolve

_ itself into & committee of the whole; to counsider

_of an address to the Gtovernor, praying that His

- Excellency will be pleased fo cause a Bill to be .

introduced to this House to repeal the Gold

Export Duty Act, now in force, and to abolish

_ all export duty on gold.

 Heidhe didinoet think there weuld beomy

_objection to this motion. Until very lately,

_there had been no attraction for gold diggers.
_to visit this colony. There was, however,

some inducement for them at the present fime
__to embark in mining pursuits; and in the
_ northern districts with prospects, he thought,
of great success. Under those circumstances,
__he did not think it would be advisable for the
Government to throw any obstacles in the

way; but, on the contrary, he thought it |
__would be advisable for the Government to

__render every assistance and every encourago-
ment towards the development of the gold
ields of the colony. If the motion should
__be accepted by the House, it would have
. the effect of sweeping away the whole of the
__obstructions that had hitherto existed to the
_ advancement of gold mining, and would

_probably have the effect of bringing to the
. gold fields of the colony some thousands of
_ diggers from the neighboring colonies. He

_ believed that no subject had ever been before

_ the THouse of greater importance to the

_colony at large than the one he now brought

. under the notice of honorable members;
__more particularly when viewed in connection
_ with the circumstances of the colony at the
~ present time, when hundreds of persons
_ were  walking about the streets in
_ state of destitution {rom want of

"':é\mployment.« The debate that had taken

place to nigsht would convinee honorable

__members fhat it was absolutely necessary

that something should be done for that class

_ of people atonce ; and he was of opinion that

the Giovernment ought to offer a reward, as
. had been proposed by one honorable member
_1n the course of a preceding debate, for the
_ diseovery of a payable gold field. Not only
_ that; but he thought that, in the present
_ state of the colony, the Government was
_ called upon to stimulate, i every possible

way they could, the development of an
industry so valuable to the colony. It was

_evident; from the debate that had taken place,

___that the attention of the Government would

of in this colony. He believed there were

have “t'o be directed 'immédiateyly‘fﬂtowy
relieving the distressed circumstances of t

| working classes; and he must say that he did .

not know of anything that would so effectually
tend to remedy the evil as doing away with
all obstruetions in the way of developing the
gold fields. The amount of revenue demved‘* .
from the export duty on gold was very
trifling ; but, even if 1t were a large amount,
he would advoeate the abolition of the duty,

as he considered that the industry of the
diggers should be encouraged in every way.
Sinece the gold fields were discovered in New
South Wales, a sum of money had been put
in circulation m that colony to the amount
of about #£24,000,000 sterling— and that
entirely by the industry of the diggers.
Such a powerful industry as that was
therefore one that OEghtnot'to be lost sight

large gold fields in this colony; and ther
was a large number of diggers in the colony ;
but, as he—having been one of the original
members of the Queensland Legislature -
could state, the diggers in the colony had
ever been fairly represented. If the develop-

ent of the gold fields was encouraged, he

_auriferous deposits.

_were very strongly with the mining
_munity, seeing that he represented a distr

present time.  As shewing how the devel
ment of the gold fields, and the expend
attached to the gold fields; affected

the Treasury. He found, from that

had no doubt there would soon be large and
valuable gold fields diseovered. He knew
that some other honorable members were
determined to take an active part in this

_matter, they being of opmion that this

matter should be dealt with by the Govern-

ment, and that notina niggardl]yf?way,:ﬂ~but .

in a way that would stimulate many
experienced gold miners to the discovery of

The COLONIALBTREASURE}? é'@i ;
doubt the sympathies of the honorable mem
ber, who had brought forward this mom n,

now rising in some extent into a great deal

:

importance;: in consequence of the late
discoveries of gold in the neishborhood of

Rockhampton. ~ But honorable members
must look at what would be the resultsof
doing away with such a source of revenue as
the export duty on gold, especially at the

revenues of the colony, he would quote |
figures from a return he had receive

that there had been expended, from the first
of June to the 30th of September last,
£1.912 15s. 8d.; in wages, salaries, and for

forage for officials attaclied tothe gold fields

while the revenue derived from miners’

rights and licenses for the same period
amounted to only £1,821 2s. 11d.- shes

a loss upon the gold fields of more th
during cight months of the year. F
also poeint out to honorable members n_
the other colonies the gold fields were a

source of considerable revenne. In W

South Wales the revenue derived from the



. while the expenditure connected with them
_amountedto only £13,815-leaving an absolute
__profit to the colony of nearly £20,000. In
. 1866, he found that the probable receipts
. from the gold fields in New South Wales

_were set down in the Estimates at £30,000,

_ and the probable expenditure at only £10,666.

_ He had no doubt that all honorabls members

_agreed with the honorable member for Rock-
_ hampton, that it was very desirable to
_encourage in every possible manner the search

. for oold, and the development of that
_ industry ; partieularly at the present time,
_when there was plenty of labor that micht
be diverted to the development of that
__industry.  But the honorable member must
f,;aCknow{edge;that the present was not the
_time to do away with any revenue that could
__be obtained; and till the honorable member
_ could shew that the colony could afford to
_ part with some of its present sources of

. revenue, he was afraid the House would not |

__consent fo do away with even the £937

_ that was derived from the export duty on

~ gold. Liast year the revenue derived from the
_gold fields amounted to £3,566 13s., and the
expenditure connected with them to £2,695

. 1lls 6d, which was something less than
_ £1,000 of actual profit to the colon: But
- f:thaij _was nothing to the revenu at was

. colonies; and when the expenditure on the
~ gold fields in this colony was in excess of the

__ revenue derived from them, he did not think
__ the colony could afford to do away with the

_ revenue from the export duty. He did not
_ think the Government, without the express
_ command of the House, would be justified in
_carrying on the expenditure necessary for the
protection of life and property on the gold
__ fields if the export duty was abolished. TIf
__ the duty were abolished, the Government
‘ uld be compelled to do away with the
police and other means employed for the
rotection of the miners. In New South
ales, last year, the revenue derived from the
xport duty on pold alone amounted to
20,000; and the whole expenditure upon
zold fields altogether was only £13,600.
That shewed clearly that in other colonies the
. gold fields were looked upon as a souree of

_revenue. Now, the honorable member for

 Rockhampton sought, by his motion; to make
_the gold fields in this eolony a source of loss
_ to the colony. He must say that he could

agree with the motion; and he hoped a
ajority of honorable members would not
__ agree to a declaration that the rest of the
. colony should support one portion of the popu-
lation because they were called gold miners.
r. Brooxrs said he hoped that in
lansard’’ there would be a full and correet
. report of the speech of the honorable the

Colonial Treasurer, because it would be a

' *‘most“su‘seful: speech for quotation the next

_ time a motion was brought forward for the
_imposition of an export duty on wool, tallow,

filds amounted, in 1865, to £30,807,

ved from the gold fields in the other |
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and hides. The honorable gentleman had

not used one argument that he could have
wished him fto omit; but had made out a
clear argument in favor of the motion that

was before the House a few nights ago for a
duty on wool, tallow, and hides. AS to the

_motion before the House, he must say that
he did not agree with the honorable member

for Rockhampton for one moment; nor did
he believe that the abolition of the export
duty on gold would in any way affect the
production of gold in the colony, even though
the duty were double its present amount.
My. PatmeR said he would support the

motion, because he believed all export duties

were bad, in theory, in principle, and in
practice, and because he thought that instead

of the diggers being discouraged they ought

to be encouraged. and that as much as
possible, and one of the best ways of doing

so would be by abolishing the duty that

was now placed upon their industry. The
honorable the Colonial Treasurer had read
some figures, which were no doubt correct,

shewing the amount of revenue derived in

New South Wales from the export diity
on gold; but the honorable gentleman
should bave informed the House, at the
same time, that in New South Wales
the duty was going throush a process
of diminution towards its total abolition, and
that in Victoria the duty had altogether

ceased to exist. Now, honorable members

might not be aware that the duty pressed
very unequally upon the miners. But such
was the case, and in this way: that all the

- steerage passengers in the steamers leaving

Rockhampton for  Sydney direct were
searched, though the saloon passengers wero
not; and why there was such an exception he
did not know. But on board the steamers
leaving. Rockhampton for Brishane no one
was searched ; nor were any of the passengers
‘by the steamers from Brishane to Sydney
searched. He thought honorable members
would see, that by such an arrangement the
duty could not fall equally upon all the
miners. If a northern digger came to Bris-
bane, and fthen salled by another steamer

_ from Brishane to Sydney, he escaped having
| to pay any duty upon the gold he might have
with him. As to assisting to pay the
_expenses, the revenue from the duty came to

only about £900; and he thought that if the

_duty were abolished the loss of that amount

of revenue would be more than compensated
for by the amount of gold that would, in
congequence of the abolition of the duty, be

_brought into circulation, and by the increase

in the customs revenue on account of an
increase of popiilation on the gold fields. He
considered 1t was most impolitic to impose
this duty. It was a sort of class legislation,
a kind of legislation that he always objected
to; and, therefore, if the motion went to a
division, he would vote for it. .
_ The Sgcrrrary vor Pusric Lanps said
he, for one, had a decided objection to faxes
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,onkeiports ; but honorable gentlemen must

recollect that that duty was put on, not |

for the purpose of creating revenue over
and above the expenditure. In New South
Wales the revenue derived from that fax
_wias greater than the expenditure, so that
they could afford to reduce it.

for miners’ richts. At the New Soufh
Wales and Victorian diggings that charge
was  thirty shilings, which the miners
very much objected to, and preferred
paying the export duty on gold, because it
_was not an excessive one. lt was not one
_ that was felt, and the successful man alone
had to pay it. Still, while he said that, he
_ thought that the principle of taxing exports
was a very erroneous one. But what would
_be the effect of reducing that duty? The
Government fnust 1mmediately ncrease the

_ charge for miners’ rights, which the miners |

strongly objected to. He thought that, as
that tax had not pressed heavily on the gold
digger, and was not one which had been
specially objected to, it should not be

removed: Tle honorable member for North

Brisbane, Mr. Brookes, attempted to make
_some capital out of the remarks of his
honorable colleague in favor of his pet
subjeet; a tax on wool and tallow, but there
was no analogy between them. Tt was well

Lnown that wool and tallow prodiced a very |

_ large revenue to the country, but the gold
__miner produced no revenue at all.  The

export duty on gold was put on merely to
_avoid the necessity of increasing the charge |

for miners’ rights ; and while he objected, on
prineiple, to a tax on exports, he thought it
would be better to leave the tax on gold as 1t
stood. ... = _ =
_ Dr. Cuarravor said the honorable the

Minister for Lands was quite right when he
 stated that the objeet of putting on the export

_duty on gold was not so much for the purpose
_of revenue as for the purpose of aﬁ'orging
special protection to gold diggers. He also
‘agreed with the honorable member for North
Brisbane, Mr. Brookes, that the export duty
_upon gold did not affect the production of
gold in the slishtest degree, and so far as

' " the gold diggers themselves were concerned,

_ the more they could multiply the one and
__sixpences the better they would be pleased.
__He did not think there was anything wrong
_in the principle of an export duty ; it was a
_mere matter of expediency. If 1t were right
_ to raise a revenue for excise duties, he could
_nob see how 1t could be wrong to pub on an
export duty on produce for the purpose of
__revenue, for if it were right to make the
_ honte consumer pay, it could not be wrong to

_ tax a foreisn consumer. The only argument

_against  the export duty was, that it
_ prevented the home producer from competing

_with the foreion. There was certainly great
_cause for complaint n the matter reforred
_ to by the honorable member for Port Curtis,

The |
duty was put on in the first instance |
for the purpose of reducing the charge

f
|
:
l
|
!
.,{
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Mr. Palmer. He did not seo why a search
should not be made in vessels leaving diveet

from Brishane to Sydney, as well asin ¢
that traded between Rockhampton

Sydney. Ifit were necessary to search in .

the one case he thought 1t was equally

necessary to do so in the other; and, with
regard to the distinction made between the
steerage passengers and saloon passengers,

it was one that was not made at home; there,
saloon passengers were searched as well as

steerage, and he did not think there was any "
greater honor attached to saloon passengers

i this colony than there was in Great
Britain. The honorable the Minister for
Lands drew a disfinction between the ten

~ shillings paid by the miner and the amount
. paid by the pastoral tenant of the Crown, but
- the difference between them was this, the
. one had only sixteen feet square of ground
- and the other had, he did not know how many
The Colonial

acres, for the same amount.
Treasurer and the Minister for Lands sup-
ported the imposition of an export duty on

gold, on the ground that it was required to :

cover the expense of special protection
afforded to the diggers. But if the same
argument were carried to its legitimate
extent, they should put an export tax upon
wool, tallow, and hides, for the purpoese of
defraying ‘
protection afforded to the squatters.
took into consideration the whole of th
expense incurred for the native police, it

~would make very sad havoc in the amount of :

revenue received from the
of the Crown. .

pastoral tenants
Mr. R. Crize said the honorablefMiﬁiStér, .

for Liands stated that the pastoral tenants of

the Crown were heavily taxed. He _denied

it. They were merely taxed for the food

they ate. 1le would oppose the motion,
simply on the ground that it was really put
forward to get rid of another mmotion for an
export duty on other articles. .
Mr, FrizsimMoxs, m reply, smd i
remarks had been :made about the removal
of the commissioners and the police from the
gold fields, in the event of that tax being

done away with; but honorable members

would understand that protection was needed

in every part of the colony. The commis-

appear to be well read up in New South

sioners of gold fields acted also as police
magistrates. The Colonial Treasurer didnot

Wales news, or he would have known that
the Treasurer of that colony had recom-

.mended that, in the establishment of a

national bank, the export duty on gold should

- be entirely abolished. With what degree of

justice could that duty be kept on unt

_January next, when it was to be abolished in

New South Wales and Victoria? They had

been talking a greai deal ;a,bdut:,7,~ge‘ttin% .

. employment for the people who were out

]*ﬁ;

work, and be asked what could they do
better for them than to throw open the gold
fields? ...

the expense of the native police
they
e

me




_ment of Queensland, and the heads of both

Stamp Dutm

The COLONIAL SECRETARY So we do and |
_ we give them free passages to get there,
My, Errzsinmons: The honorable member
, ,;for Ipswmh had made a comparison between
_gold and other materials. 'There was no
comparison to be instituted between them,
_ because gold would never change its value.
~ He thought the Government would do 2
creat deal to injure the prosperity of the
'colony, if they did not abolish that tax. 4
. The question was then put, and negatived,
_on a division, as follows :—

. Ayes; 8. o l : Noes, 12.

Mr Fltzsxmmons Mr. Macalister

- Palme1 aoBell

1} ‘5 B.Cribb

5 Pugh 55 R Cribb

,» Taylor . McLean

: 5 Sandeman  Stephens

. Wienholt s Tleming
5 Royds 5 Watts

' - .+ Brookes

Dri Challinor
“Mr. Edmondstone
» Reed

STAMP DUTIES
Mr. BROOKES, in rising to move the resolu-
tion standing in his name, said : [ am sorry to
imtroduce this motion ai so late an hour of
the night, because it involves a fundamental
principle ; but, at the same time, T will quote
authombles, to justify the House in acting
__upon 1t, if they think the ecircuinstances
swarrant their doing so.  The Stamp Duties
Act is a very oppressive Act; and it was
~1ntroduced in g very unjustifiable way. -
The Serawtr: We dre not going'into the
' '?Stamp Act now ; we mtust, therefore, kndw on
what ground the honorable member brings
‘ forward his motion,
Broosges : I will go df once 1o that.
The 1nadvertenee which I refer to is the
following : you, sir, put the question  That
this Bill do now pass;’ I submit that the
form sh 1d have been ¢ That this Bill do
10ved ““That the Bill do not pass;”
_and you decided that that amendment could
not be put. 1 came to you then, and said:
Will you, sir, be good enough to suggest to
some form in which T can put the ques-
 tion;¥ and I understood from you that you
_ did not feel it within your functions to shew
- me how that question could be put:  Now, si,
1 maintain, with all deference to the Parlia-

Lee

Houses, that 1 had a right to expect from
_you that guidance. In consequence of mot
receiving from you that guidance, the House

[10 OCTOBER. ]

 sent to the other House by mistake.

- think it 1s very applicable to this Bil r

sent up with only four or five members, and

. House to send it back in sunh smt as it was ﬁt B
. Now you will understand, Mr. Speaker, tha,t', -
T do not wish to detain the House; and it is
with considerable embarrassment that I have
‘brought forward this motion.
trifling matter.

Stamp Dutws . 837
be an lnferlor authonty na legal sense to
May. 1 quote from ¢ Cushmg, par graph:,,
2304, : .
¢ Where a Bﬂl is sent from one House to the'n

_ other by mistake, or is wanted in the originating
House for the purpose of reconsideration, or for

any other purpose, & mossage. is sent from the, -
former requesting its return.’” -
T therefore have embodled n my motlon a:,ﬁ ,
request that the Stamp Duties Actbe returned
Dby the Legislative Couneil for reconmdera on.
by this House. My next authomty is “May.”

I quote from page 437. ,
_If the Bill or clause. be ca.rmed 170 the other
House by mistake’— -
And I maintain the Stamp Dutles Bl]]:_}l was -
you

do not hike that, it was not only sent.fby ;

mistake, but I will say it was sent by ervor;
and if you do not like those two. I Wﬂls
it was Sent by mis-direction. .

| “or if any other error be discovered; a message -

is sent, and: you haye the Bill returne

- clause expunged or the error otherm‘ vectified.
by the proper officer.’’ .

T'would also direct the attentlon of honorable ’
members to a footnote on the same page. I

will the date of the authority, in the mind of
any intelligent member of this House, detract

from its present value- it ought 1ndeed o .

add to 1ts value.
“On the 17th March, 1588 a prlvate B].ll a8

Lords took exeeptmn to the smallness of the
number, and said ‘ that they had cause to d
that 1t passed not with a soneral consent
House, because it passed not graced with a.
number and left it to the eonsideratio

ftisnota
We are overwhelmed bya
Government Ministry.  We have ﬁve .
ters on the Treasury bench. ;
numbered. I say that the Bill was not fairly
or legitimately passed through this House.
I say it with great pain, that it passe by .
misdirection from you, Mr. Speaker I e '
fore move— ,

That a message be sent to the Leglsla,twe
Council, requesting that n consequence of an

~fell into the inadvertence alluded to in this

. motion. My own experience and knowledge

- of the forms of the House failing me,
 was committed, and if that error be not
. correoted now, the consequence may be that,
__in some future time, when every member
~ hereis gone and forgotten, the House may
_be led by this precedent into serious
 difficulties. T will now refer to the authorities

_ which point out the modes of relief. T will
first allude to what I consider the less
_important authority, though I would have
Jou undelsttmd bha.t 1 do not consider it 1o

- pass,”
the Bill do pass.
_say that 11; should be put “ That the Bill d
_Dow pass.”’

Act through this House the sald
for re-consideration. ' .

The Seeaxnr: I feel qulte conﬁdent—-asf'
confident as ever I did on any subject- that
this motion cannot be put. In the first plaee,
the honorable member stated I did not

- the question as it should have been pup-—tha

1 put the question **That the Bill do now ,
and that T ought to have put it That
But our standing orders

_ Therefore, the Bill was passe
a proper manuer, It is certalnly notmy d




s / ezég“rapﬁz‘c, Eatteﬂﬁém; .

_ to give a,dvme a8 to the manner in which
ns should be made. An honorable
_ member comes to me while the Bill is being
_ passed, _asks me to shew him some other
_ way by which it should not pass. I never
such 4 thing before. I am always
to give honorable members advice, but
| never sive adviee on sucha question
that. The honorable member has found
~ something about a private Bill passed in 1558 ;
_but he should recollect that all matters relat,
_ ing to private Bills have been very much
 altered since that time. Iam also very much
s to. Lnow where there was * misdi-
' The honorable member quotes
As for quoting © Cushing,” that is oub
the question altogether, because we do not
the American practice.  Cushing quotes
§ actice of the American leglslature, and
we go. by ours. May states the practice m
the British Parhament 10 be as follows :—
, S 1f a Bill or clause be carried to the o’cher
‘ 'House b nustake, or 1f smy other emor be discov-

de by the Lords in the Merohant
itted ‘flom the paper of

endments received by the
ed to, the Lords acquamted

most, 1nconvemenb and dangerous
they entertained the amendment, the
reasons, at a conference, for ‘not

C did not msm’c upon 1t ne o
. 1wy again, and [ rule with the most com-

pleté firmuess, that the question was correctly
the House do not think T am right,
ed not uphold my rulmg ;o but I say
10w this motion cannot be put -

resolu standing in his name, said the

notice of the Government,
at they would not male
jection to it —indeed, he-had reason to
they would entertain it favorably it
‘be necessary for him to say more
he motmn, Whlch Was a8

g House, it is
£ urgent necessity, tha,t a braneh
elegmph be constructed; as soon as

ictton of branch lines of teleglaph
‘ That these,,, esolutions be. embodled 1 an
addl ess Lo Hr»; ‘M.Luenb) the Governor.

'[ASSEMBLY.'}

He did not antlclpate
_motion ﬁom
Houge.

‘sent ‘moment the Governme

r. Firzstumons, on r1smg to move. the '

Rockhampton a,nd the Heads of

ab the cost of construcmon e defrayed,;
of the amount authorised to be raised for bhe '

0 Rockﬁampton%o Keppel Bav/)

onorabl

the trade ab Rockhampton was increasing
very much in importance, and the arrival and
departure of ships and steamers might be
taken as matters of daily oceurrence. . The
port itself was the centre of a large and
flourishing trade, which, be thought, rendered
it advisable that this matter should be
brought before the notice of the Govern:
ment. The want of early information in the
town of the arrival of ships in the bay was
greatly felt at Rockhampton. It often hap.
pened that a ship arrived in the bay, and
nothing was known of it until the captains
boat came alongside the wharf at Rockhamp-

ton. The cost of constructmg the line would

be unimportant. The distance was short,
and timber of the best descrlptlon could be
obtained along the hine.  He would leave the
matter in the ands of the House. ' ,

 The COLONIAL SECRETARY sail
ernment was placed in a peculiar posi
with reference o this subjec They" had
no desire to stand in the way of he cre {10
of the line, were it not th:
cumstances of the colony rendered it unc
sirable 1o tncur any additional expenditur
as his honorable colleague, the
Treasurer, had said, respectmg
vote, tha,t 1f it were carrie

unlmportant but he had forgotte o
House that it must traverse 2 dlstance
something lilce sixty
mile of submarine
not be less than £2.300

in & position to carry it ou
that something of the ki
1n order to facilitate comm
the bay and the town. He
that the honorable mem

draw his mohon, and ¢
would get a detailed estin

the pepared.  If

the money could
very happy o ¢
Harm could arise from delay
until 1t was scen how the financ
the colony would turn o
honorablé member wou
the proposition of the Gover
] ‘favora,ble to the matter

Imght be apphed to the co
proposed line. 4
; Mr FITZSIMMQNS sar

Colomal Secretary, he w
draw hls momon

The motion was accordm'rly withdra ’




kH 'IMPR 'EMFNT OF THE NAVIGrA-
N Of THE RIVERS BRISBANE
BREMER. .

. Crinp moved— _

esn-able to sfop further expendlture on the

. ’ works for i improving the navigation of the river

between Brisbane and Ipswich,”—come to by
this House on Tuesday, the an mstant be now

 rescinded. » .

_He saldl*hls prlnclpal Treason for movmg the

_ resolution was that the sense of the House

_ had not been taken on the question to which
it referred. The question was discussed, but
through some slight error and misunder-

* standing at the time the sense of the House

s not taken upon it; and the motion was
passed withont a division, He, therefore,
felt it to be his duty, as the member for
West Moreton, to bring the matter before
e House. The 1mprovement of those rivers
was a subject which was always treated with
* ridicule when brought before that® House.

s ridieulous and exiravagant. One wonld
__suppose that the expenditure referred to as
_ being so exceedingly extravagant was some-
thing very larpe ; but what did 1t amount to?
e found, by the « Votes and Proceedings ”
, Ho e had been spent on
in about £4 000, on the Junction,
7; and‘at‘the Seventeen-mile Kocks,

t expenditure extended over
from 1860 to 1866, being an
more than £2,000 per
he largest expend_ltme
surred in im o the
. and Bremer. %e d1d 1ot
gontlemen complaln of the
, v the roads 3 butb he thought it
,they compared the amount. expended on the
- roads with that spent on the improvements
iver, they would find the former

It should be bor ,
L the roads were only for passen-
raﬂic witile the river was the hishway of

ceedinps” of the House, it would be found that
the following sums had been expended on
the road between Brishane and Ipswich:—
" th a sum of £1,000 placed on
18/ d another £1,000

plementary Kstimates
000, and on the Addltlonal Supplementary
. Estlmates, £1500 5 in 1863 there was
- for Bundambah

fl .000 nd on the Supplemenfal Y Estlma,teq

there wis a further sum of

in 1866 £1, 000 - making, altogether,
in six years, a total ‘expenditure of £14,806
‘for the passenger traflic on the road between

‘had been spent in 1mp1'0

hat the following resolution, viz:--% Thab .

the road from Brishane to Drayfon.

The necessary expenditure was spoken of

to Whethel the Seven’ceen-mﬂe Ro :

iking, on_ the: whole, a sross sum of
hat

By veference to the “ Votes and Pro-

ates ;oIn 1862,,

_morning. ,
_bers some idea as to what was the state of

- tonnage now employedupon the river otween
a8 £1,756

increasing, he maintained that it Wasi

Brisbane a,nd Ipswwh with w
had been found, whlle the

had been: characterised as ex
wasteful.  Then. again, he found on the
Estimates for 1860 a sum of £4:500 for he

road from Brisbane to Drayton. |
not say how much of that was spe
road between Brisbane and Tpswic
probably, the lion’s .share. 1In 1861
was a further sum for the same road of
£3,250; in the same year there was a sum
of £7,000 for the road from Brisbane to
Dalby ; and, in 1862, the sum of £4,600 for
Hesup-
posed about one third of that sum ha‘ -
spent upon the road between Brisbal
Tpswich: At the same time, th
less passable now than 1t was seven
Then, again, as to the expendituy
river. He was not an engineer, -
fore; he would not venture an opinion upo
works ; but he might say that he had hea
gentlemen, who professed to know somet
about such matters, express strong d ‘uli)lt‘
s

there had been 2 glea,t expense
somewhere about £6,919; and that ¢
ture had always been thrown in the tee
the honorable members for West Mor
but the honorable members for '
ton were not consulted as to the amount.
There was a report as to the clearing of the

river at the Seventeen-mlle Rocks, dated 1

pdésage that would have thus 1
would, it was expected; hax

have kept the channel perfec

he must say that he thought that Would have
been the best way to secure a clear passage.
There was just another thing he w ‘
mention, and 1t was this. The rive
munication between Brisbane and |
had always been spoken of as a trifli
unimportant matter. But he could inform
honorable members that when he first came
to the colony there was only a small boat
called the ¢ Kxperiment’ that wentupand
down the river: She left Brisbane ateleven
o'clock in the forenoon, and did not :
Ipswich until four o'clock on the followmg
That would give honorable mem-

the river then. A great part of the delay
was caused by the boat having to wait at the -
junction of the Brishane and .
the water rose sufﬁclently to .
geb over the bar. But what wa the cas

now P There were five or six vessels of lare

Brisbane and Ipswich, besides a con
number of smaller vessels and sa
Now, sceing that traffic by the

ble -
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much the duty of the Government to take | cons1derﬁhle d1ﬂicu1ty, for it really bmngs .

 steps to deepen the river for vessels, as to | the same subject to be dealt with twice during

improve the roads for vehicles. If the Gov-

ernment consldered it justifiable fo go toa

_ great expense in providing railways for
. interior districts, he did not see how they
_could come to the conclusion that they would
_ not be justified in _expending a comparatwely
_small sum so to improve available rivers as
_to render them as navigable as possible
for the class of vessels required:  The

_ Government, he held, were equally called |
__1ipon to remove impediments to the river |

_ traffic. between Brisbane and Ipswich as to

remove the bar at the mouth of the river to
_enablc sea-gomg vessels to come up to Bris-
‘bane. Bub there was another and a very
‘ ~strong reason why the navigation of the river
_above Brlsbane should be improved as much
& :possﬂale As honorable members were
aware, coal mines had Dbeen opened some

triets, extensive deposits of coal were known
j ist.  There could therefore be no doubt
_that in a few years a large river trade in coal
_would be developed : and if the river were
'sufﬁmently improved to allow vessels to oo
_ up to the mines, coal might become an article
_of large export from fthis quarter, which

would be a great benefit, not only to Bris- |

_ bane, but also to the whole colony. The
resolution that was come to the other night,

unless it were rescinded, would preclude the

' ,Government from domg any thing further for
_the improvement of the river after the end of
this year.  But, if the works were to he

_stopped now, all the money that had been

, ,already xpended would virtually be thrown

e up to this time would be useless, and,
believed he might say, worse than useless.

. havmg been made so far, unless it were com-
_ pleted. He was given to understand that, if
the passage was cleared, the river at low

_ waterat Ipswxuh would be much lower than
(it used to be. e admitted that such might

1e case; but, on the other hand, the

iven to understand that if the works at
the junction of the Brigbane and the Bremer
_ were completed, the depth of the river above
~that point would be increased by about four
or five feet at high water.
__ he saw nothing preposterous or ridiculous in
_the proposition for the deepening of the river.

. On the coutrary, he held that 1t was a most |

useful and important work; and he hoped
that, as it had been commenced, the House
‘would, by agreeing fo his motion, detérmine
that it ought to be continued and completed ;

~_ upon the whole subject. .
. The Seraxne: 1 am sorry fo say that this

the same question which had been resolved in
_ distance up the river; and, 1 several dis- |

_therefore, d1seharge it.

E nless the works at the Seventeen-mile
Rl e completed, all that had been

and if it is rescinded it must be discharge
would be positively injurious, the cutting -

would be deeper at high water. He

For his own part,

‘otlon. with respect to Whlch there isa

the same session.
might have been got over by simply moving
to rescind the motion included in the motion
now before the House. But, however wise
the general principle of this rule may be, if
it were too strictly applied, the discretion of
Parliament would be confined, and its votes

made subject to irrevocable error. A resolu-

tion may therefore be rescinded, and an order

of the House discharged, notwithstanding a
rule urged (April 2, 1604)—* That a question
being once made, and carried in the affirma-

five or negative, cannot be questioned agam,

but must stand as a judgment of the House.”

Techmca.]ly, ‘indeed, the rescmdmg of avote |

1s the matter of o new question; the form
being to read the resolution of the House,
and to move that it be rescinded; and thos

the affirmative is not again offered, although

its effect is annulled. The same result is

produced when a resolution has been agreed
to, and a motion for bringing in a Bill there-

_upon is afterwards negatlved as in the pro-

- posed reduction of the malt duty in 1833.
This difficulty might be got over; but there
- would still remain the greater difficulty that

the resolution which it is now proposedto

| reseind has been sent to the T.egislative

- Council.
_has been sent to the Upper House, has been
_adopted by that House, and has been returned

We cannot,

1t is out of our hands now. It

by message to the Assembly.
[ Gannot see how
that difficulty is tc be got over. _

The Coronrar Stcrerary : I think 1t may

_berescinded, though it may not be discharged.

I think the one would
The motion has been passed,

The SPEARER:
follow the other.

But it has passed the Upper House, and we

cannot rescind a vote that has passed the

Upper House.

The CoOLONIAL SDCRETABY No:; but we*"

_are only proposing to rescind % vote of this
House, passed without a division; and I

think the motion might be rescinded so far as
this House is concerned. If that could not
be done the House would be deprived of that
power of reconsideration that should always ,
be possessed by it. ‘

Tho SeraxeRr : That could be effected by‘

withholding the resolution from the Upper .

House.
The COLONIAL, SECRETARY : I thmk my

honorable friend gave notice of the motion

now before the House the very night the

resolutions were sent to the Upper House.
The transmission to the other House of the
; { resolution now desu'edto be rescmded esc&ped‘ .
but, whether such a conclusion should bo |
. _come to or not, he trusted he would receive |
_ from the House a full expression of: opinion

my notice. .
The SHCEBTARY TOR PUBLIC Lanps: It

‘appears to me that this is a new questlon -

that 1s before the House. .
The SpEaxer: The rescmdmg of the

" motion might be accomphshed if the matter -

That difficulty, how ever, V‘ .
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rested with this House alone : but the vote
_having been sent to the other House, and
having been adopted by that House and sent
. back to this House, we have not the power
_ torescind it. o -

~ The Secrurany vor Pusric Laxps: Ifthe

honorable member altered his motion in some

way, and left out all mention of rescinding ;

_ that, I think, would meet the objection.

_ The SprARER : The mere alteration of the

~ words of a motion, without any substantial

alteration 1 the object of the motion, would

. not meet the rule. ,

. was this : that the motion before the House
be transmitted to the Tiegislative Council for
_it8 concurrence.
__ motion would then take place with the con-

currence of both Houses. Or it might be
__ put in another form, and the second resolu-

tion might run thus: that the Legislative

. The CoroNiAT SECRETARY ;- Byut' sﬁpposing

_ a second resolution were added to the one
_now before the House, and that the motion
50 agreed to were transmitted to the Legisla-

tive Council for concurrence. Supposing it

House.
- that that was not correct.

suggested.  He did not know if it was .

_necessary for him to add anything to what

the honorable member had stated ; and he
did not know that anything he could say
would add anything to the result; nor did
he know that any arguments he might
advance, or any course he might adopt, was
likely to. meet with approbation in those
quarters where he was most entitled to be
considered as most concerned ; for he found
that; in those quarters where it misht be
expected he was most concerned, he had been
generally misrepresented ; and it had even
been asserted that he was not present when
this question was previously before the
Honorable members, however, knew
The divisions on

he series of resolutions to which the

The reconsideration of the

. Council be invited to reconsider theresolution.

The Sreaxer: I do not think we could

reseind 1t ourselves. . : :

The CoroNrar SEcreETARY : Well, the
honorable member might amend his motion
by making the addition T have suggested,

and thus get over the difficulty. ,

_Mr. B. Criss: I understand you do not.
object to the reseinding of the motion that
- was passed the other night.

The Seraxer: No; if ,tlie motioﬁ,had

_ only passed this House. DBut 1t has gone to
_ the other House, and has been passed by

3

_ that House, and there was a division in the
_ other House upon 1t. ‘

My Steparns then said he understood the

_object of the honorable member in bringing

_ of the House upon it. Now, seeing it was

‘ period of the day.

forward this motion was to obtain the sense

a quarter past twelve, and that there was not
a quorum present, he would propose that the
motion be allowed to stand over to a later

The Coroniar Szcrrrary said he was

_astonished at the honorable member for

. member for South Brisbane had any autfo-
rity for stating that there was not a quorum
within the precinets of the House. Asto

_one which he thousht the House onght to

South Brisbane bringing forward a motion

:  that the House do now adjourn. The honor-

able member must be aware of tlie circum-

~ stances under which the resolution was
_carried; and it ought to be the duty, and
_was the duty, of all honorable members, to

That

see that the matter was reconsidered.
was all that was sought for with reference to
the motion. e wasnot aware the honorable

the motion now under consideration, it was

agree to; and he thought the reasons given
by the honorable mover were amply sufficient

, He would, therefore,
. move that the House do now adjourn until a
later hour of the day.

present motion referred was one of the

largest that took place in the House when

those resolutions were carried; and why
no division was called for on the one
in question was beyond his ecomprehen-
sion. . For his own part, he was under

“the impression that the proposition of the

honorable member for Maryborough was
negatived, and 1t was not till the honor-
able member for West Moreton called his
attention to the fact that he found the
decision of the House was the other way.
But it was too late then to call for a division,
and so the motion was thrown over. But to
come to the subject of the motion, there
had been strong reasons urged why the
works on the river should be continued- -as
strong, at any rat any arguments that
had been advance ainst the works ; and
he maintained, that if the works above
Brisbane were discontinued, the works ag
the mouth of the Brisbane must be dis-
continued also, for it would be a monstrous
robbery to spend £100,000' in opening
the bar at the mouth of the river to allow
vessels to come up to Brisbane, if the
expenditure of a few thousands in opening
the river to the second town in the colony
was o be objected to. He had always
looled upon the opening up of the river as a
matter that deserved fo be very seriously
considered by the House; and he held that
they had 1o business to deepen the river
above Lytton. They had no right to
encourage large ships to come up the river,

* bringing with them, perhaps, the seeds of

some ravaging disease. e thought they

ought to take the course that was adopted in

all hot climates; which was, to keep sea-
going ships at a distance from the capital of
the country. That was the course adopted
in India; and no large vessels were allowed
to approach nearer Calcutta than Garden
Island. Now, he thought the people in
Ipswich were entitled to have the river above
Brisbane cleared sufficiently for the vessels
that were in the practice of plying daily
between Brisbane and Ipswich. 1f only one
half the amount that had been spent on the
road between Brisbane and TIpswich had

to warrant the House to take the course he

SR

been spent 1n clearing the river, all that
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the honorsble member desired by his
motion would have been effected. Now,
what would be the position of this
matter if the Government were called
upon to stop the works ? Already nearly
£20,000 had been spent in the purchase of
plant necessary for carrying out the works;
and if the works were ordered to be discon-
_tinued, the next proposition that would be
_ submitted to the House would be one recom-
. mending that the plant should be brought
~_down the river, and employed in the removal
of the Eagle Farm Flats. Now, that kind of
seolfishness altogether disgusted him.  He
was not aware that the people of Ipswich
objected to the spending of money for the
deepening of the river below Brisbane ; and
he did not see why it should be said by the
honorable members for Brishane that the
expenditure for the deepening of the river
above Brisbane was a wasteful expenditure
of money.  There was no wasteful expendi-
ture at present; but if the works were
stopped, there would be a wasteful expendi-
ture, for all the work that had been done
would be wholly lost. Now, when honorable
members came to consider the immense
amount of traffic that was carried on the
river—that at least two-thirds of all the
traffic that came to Brisbane from the
interior, and that went from Brisbane to the
westward, was carried by the river— he |
thought it must be admitted that the amount
expended upon the river was not nearly what
its merits entitled it to; and there wias not
the slightest doubt that, if the colony had
not been separated, b , i
£ortion of New South Wales, the river
etween Brisbane and Ipswich would have
been cleared yoars ago. , ,

Mr. R. OrisB said he was willing to move
the adjournment of the debate till a later
hour of the day. .

Mr. StrrHENS said he would withdraw his
motion for the adjournment of the House,
and move, instead, that the debate be
adjourned fill a later hour of the day. He
objected to so thin a House coming to a
decision upon the motion. - There were only
sixteen members present, and it would not
be fair for 5o small a number to rescind a
resolution that was passed by twenty-five
members. Tt was clear, from the state of
the House, that a division could not take
_place upon the motion. . ‘

Dr. CrartiNor said he did not think the
honorable member for South Brisbane was
treating the honorable members for Ipswich
and West Moreton with that amount of
courtesy he ought to have shewn fto
them—

My, STEPHENS rose, and said he understood
the honorable member, notwithstanding the
lateness of the hour, intended to make a long
speech : and, therefore, he begged to call the

~ attention of the Speaker to the state of the
House. . ‘ ' ‘

‘The' House was then counted out.






