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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Wednesday, 10 October, 1866. 

Mineral Prospectbrs' Rights.-'rh.e Unemployed-~ew 
JIIilitary Barracks.-Gold Export Duty Act Repeal.­
Stamp Duties. -Telegraphic Extension (Rockhampton 
to Keppel Bay).-The Improvement of the Navigation 
of the Rivers Brisbane and Bremer, 

MINER~L PROSPECTORS' RIGHTS. 
Dr. CHALLINOR moved-
That the answer of the Secretary for Lands 

on the 25th ultimo, to the question, " Whether the 
Government will have any objection to issue 
prospectors' rights, so as to prevent unprmcipled 
persons surreptitiously depriving the discoverers 
of coal, copper, or other minerals, of the advan­
tages derivable therefrom," is unsatisfactory. 
The answer to the question was, that-

" The Government cannot alter the regulations 
in connection with the selection of coal lands 
without the consent, by resolution, of both Houses 
of Parliament, as prescribed by the fourth section 
of . the Alienation of Crown Lands Act of 1860 ; 
and as the existing regulations allow persons to 
secure the right of purchase without competition, 
by depositing one-fourth of the purchase money, 
and also entitle them to prospect or search for 
coal during a term of twelve months, the interests 
of prospectors appear to be sufficiently protected." 
He did not mean to say that the first part of 
the answer was unsatisfactory :-

" That t~e G?vernment. had ~ot power to. alljr 
the regulatwns m connectwn w1th the selectwn···of 
coal lands without the consent, by resolution, of 
both Houses of Parliament, as prellcribed by the 

fourth section of the Alienation of Crown Lands 
Act of 1860 ;" 
but he denied that the latter part of the 
answer was satisfactory-for what were 
those regulations P The first and second ran 
thus:-

" Persons desiring to select land for the pur­
pose of mining coal, may apply to the Surveyor­
General in the form annexed, and such application 
shall state the area of the land applied for-not 
being less than eighty acres, or more .than six 
hundred and forty acres-and shall also contai11 
a clear and sufficient description of the boundaries, 
and reference to smne known point whereby the 
locality may be defined with certainty. 

" Every such application shall be accompanied 
by a deposit of five shillings for each acre applied 
for." 
Now, from those regulations, it would be seen 
that before any person could prospect for 
coal on Crown lands, he must accurately 
define the boundaries of the land he intended 
to prospect, and deposit wit}). the Surveyor­
General a sum of not less than £20; which 
sum of money he was liable to forfeit, as well 
as lose all his labor and expenses ; for, by the 
fifth regulation, before he oould obtain the 
grant in fee-simple, he must not only pay the 
balance of the purchase money, but- , 

"Within one year from the approval of the 
application must have mined from the land, and 
conveyed to some place where it was available 
for steam vessels or manufacturing purposes, a 
quantity of good merchantable coal, not being 
less than one ton for each acre of land selected 
by him." 
Sinking shafts and boring for coal were 
very exp~nsive operations ; and, as was well 
known, they were frequently unsuccessful. 
One gentleman, in Ipswich, who had bored 
for coal to a depth of one hundred and eighty 
feet, had bee~bliged to abandon the search, 
owing to his 'Want of success and the great 
cost of the operation. Yet, notwithstanding 
the great risk which had often to be incurred 
of losing the whole of the outlay of capital 
in prosecuting this enterprise, every person 
who prospected for coal on Crown lands 
might be prosecuted for trespass, unless he 
complied with the preliminary conditions of 
the regulations,. which were very oppressive, 
as compared with the gold regulations. For 
the sum of ten shillings per annum, a miner 
could prospect for gold on any of the waste 
lands of the colony ; become the absolute 
possessor of all the gold he might find within 
a defined area ; and, as a reward for the 
discovery of gold in any new locality within 
the limits of a known gold field, he became 
entitled to receive ten additional claims, and 
twenty claims if the discovery was situated 
at a distance of three miles·, or upwards, 
from the limits of any known gold field. 
The regulations fpr leasing auriferous tracts 
and quartz reefs were equally liberal. If coal 
fields might become more valuable than gold 
fields, as had been asserted of the coal fields 
of Great Britain, every encouragement ought 
to be given to de>elop them, and thus secure 



812 Minentl Prospectors' Riglds. [ASSEMBLY.] Mineral ProsJJectors' Riglds • 

. a .valuable export which would assist ·iu 
counterbalancing the great imports of the 
colony. Without such encouragement and 
protection, it was not to be expected that 
the search for coal, or other valuable mineral, 
other than gold, would be vigorously prose­
cuted. For, as the law now stood, by ascer­
taining the character of the rocks perforated, 
an expert could deprive the prospectors of 
the benefits of their discovery, by forestalling 
their application before the seam of coal had 
been actually struck, or befoi·e they were in 
a position to comply with the regulations. 
A case of this kind recently occurred at 
Redbank ; and the same might occur with 
regard to prospecting for copper or any other 
valuable non-auriferous mineral. He felt 
sure that the answer referred to had been 
framed without due consideration, and he was 
equally certain that the honorable the Minis­
ter for Public Lands, now that the subject 
had been brought fully under his notice, would 
take the necessary steps to secure to the pros­
pectors in question the protection sought for. 

The SEC.RE1'ARY FOR PuBI.IC LANDs said he 
had listened to the remarks of the honorable 
member for Ipswich in 'support of the motion 
before the House, and had failed to discover 
in them anything which warranted the con­
clusion that his answer to the honorable 
member's question was an unsatisfactory 
one. On the contrary, all that had been 
said must lead to the conclusion that the 
answer was highly satisfactory. The hori­
orable member himself had shewn that 
the law was not unsatisfactory, also that the 
Government had acted in accordance with 
the law He had also argued, that because 
there was a difference between the regula• 
tions concerning gold and those relating to 
mining for coal, therefore tl:w regulations 
affecting coal prospectors we'i''l+trnjust. But 
there was no analogy between the two cases, 
because the right to search for coal was 
co-extensive with the length and breadth of 
the land; whereas the right to mine for 
gold-which, according to the honorable 
member, was the less valuable product of 
the two - extended only over a limited 
area: At the present time, there were 
mines in operation that could produce more 
than twenty times what was necessary 
to supply the colony with coal for very 
many years to come, whether for local 
use or export ; and therefore the regula­
tions could hardly be deemed unsatisfactory. 
Legislation, indeed, was powerless to prevent 
competition amongst prospectors, and it was 
idle to attempt it. As to the case. of personal 
hardship alluded to by the honorable member 
for· Ipswich, it· appeared upon the face of it 
that the men supposed to be injured had not 
used the privileges accorded them by law, 

, 'or ev.en asked for information about .them. 
Moreover, he had heard that those men were 
actually in the employ of the person who had 
av·ailed himself of the law to obtain the coal 
mine by fuifilliug the necessary conditions, 

and it se.emed hardly justifiable tl1at the men 
should have thus placed themselves in com­
petition with their employer, even ·during 
their spare time. But the exercise of vigi­
lancP was necessary in mining, as in other 
enterpri$eS, and the Government could not 
prevent one prospector watching :w,hat 
another was doing. The fact was, that the 
law, as it existed, simply gave the same 
opportunity to all alike to search for coal, 
and all who complied with the regulation:;; 
could take up land for mining purposes. To 
extend the gold miner's right to the finder 
of coal would not work well at all. In a 
word, he (the Secretary for Public Lands) 
conceived that the facts proved that the ;regu­
lations relating to coal had been wide-spread 
in their efficacy, and no more liberal law was 
nellessary. . 

Mr. R. CRIBB said he had a faint recollectioi:il' 
of the answer of the honorable the Secretary·. 
for Public Lands, but he knew that at the 
time he considered it very unsatisfactory. 
He did not think the honorable gentleman 
had in his speech touched the matter at issue 
at all. After what had occurred, and been 
brought before. the House by the honorable 
member for Ipswich, the Government could 
eal\ily introduce a clause into the regulations 
to prevent a repetition of such cases as they 
had heard of, and to give a 'man who made a 
discct~ery a chance of getting the benefit of 
it. He denied that the existing regulations 
were satisfactory in their results ; though 
they might be satisfactory to those pers<Jns 
who took advantage of· the discoveries of 
others, and who reaped the .benefit of the 
labor of others. Even though the men in 
the case that had been referred to did not 
pay the fees under the regulations, he 
contended that that was no justifica­
tion for the man who had the n~ney in his 
pocket, and who took up the land on which 
coal had been discovered by those men. ·A.s 
to the argument that men should not come 
into competition with their. employers, by 
using their spare time .for their own advan­
tage, he could hardly stand when he heard 
that statement from the honorable the 
Secretary for Public Lands. He trusted that 
the honorable gentleman would put an end. to 
the discussion, by getting up and saying that 
he would consent to what was asked for. 

Dr. CHALLINOR, in reply, said that when 
he spoke of coal fields being more valuable 
than gold fields, he spoke of it as a branch of 
general industry, and not as to .the results .of 
individual miners. The principle of the pro" 
tection he advocated was fully acknowledged 
in the Pastoral· Leases Act of 1863. which 
provided that the applicant who first o.ccupied 
new country with· the requisite amount of 
stock should have a preferent claim for a 
lease. If the honorable the Minister for 
~iJWlic Lands would promise him to get the 
d!'gulations amended, he would consent to 
wit.hdraw the motion, but if he would not he 
should press it to a division. · 
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The question was then put and negatived, 
on a division. 

Ayes, 8. 
Mr. R .Cribb 
, Brookes 
, Sfi.ndeman 
,, H!!i!Y 
:,, ~ SJephens 

Dr. Challinor 
Mr. Pugli 
, B. Cribb 

Noes, 14. 
Mr. Macalister 
, Lilley 
, Fitzsimmons 
, Harden 

Taylor 
Palm er 

, Watts 
, Fm·bes 
, Wienholt 
, RaiT 
, Coxen 
, Royds 
p McLeau 
, Bell 

THE UNEMPLOYED. 
Mr. Puarr moved-' 
'L'hat the petition presented by me on the 9th 

instant, with reference to· the unemployed, toge­
ther \vith the accompanying petition from sundry 
ru<!rohants and others, be printed. · • 
·He regretted, he said, that the discussion, 
which . niight have ensued from this motion; 
had been to some extent forestalled by one that 
had already taken place on a motion for the 
adjournment of the House. As the petition 
in question had been referred to in that dis­
cussion, he felt bound to adhere to his motion. 
The petition merely asked that steps should 
be taken to relieve the petitioners from the 
destitution and want which existed amongst 
them. It had been stated by several.honor­
able members that there was a great dearth 
of litbor il1 the north, and that the Government 
might· despatch a number of those persons 
thither, to get employment, which they 
had failed to obtain in the south. According 
to the statement of the honorable the Minister 
for Public vV orks, very few persons had 
applied for a passage since the first discussion 
on the subjer.t had taken place ; and he it\'[r. 
Pugh) had had a note put into his hands, in 
which the writer represented himself to be 
the secretary to the committee of the 
unemployed, stating that about one hundred 
persons· begged for return passages from 
.Hockhampton, and that destitution there 
had reached such a stage, that bakers' 
carts were being stuck-up in the streets 
by the unemployed, and bread take~· 
by force. He had merely the statement,,' 
which had been given to him. The subject 
was; however, one . that, should receive 
some consideration from the House. Under 
the present difficulties of the country, there 
were, no doubt, some obstacles in the way of 
keeping up the relief camps on the scale 
.heretofore· maintained. According to the 
statement of the honorable the Secretary for 
Public vVorks, those relief camps would cost 
£52,000 a year, or £1,000 a week, to maintain 
them. That was an appalling statement ; 
yet, no doubt, a great amount of destitution 
did prevail. Not only had the House the 
statem.ent of the unemployed, in proof of it, 
but, also, an indorsing petition, which had 
been sent in by persons of unimpeachaqle 
integrity and acknowledged position':_ 
anwngst tohem hemg the mayor of the city, 
the Bomau C:atlwlic Bishol'• A.nglican clergy-

men, and others-praying that some actio.n 
might be taken by the House to relieve the 
present difficulty. He should be glad, upon 
that, to leave the matter entirely in the hands 
of the House. He did not know whether 
he understood the honorahle the Secretary 
for Public Works aright; but, from his state­
ment, he assumed that a number of persons 
had struck work in the relief camps. The 
houorable gentleman did not tell the House 
on what grounds those persons had struck. 
Although he (Mr. Pugh) was no advocate for 
strikes, under any circumstances, he believed 
the principal cause of the strike was that the 
m!!-rried men and the single men had been 
placed on the same level. He believed the 
Government desired to do all they could for 
the relief of the really destitute, and to obtain 
employment for them ; but he would like to 
have more definite infornntion than he yet 
had of the demand for labor in the north-and 
in place of the somewhat contrary statement 
he had mentioned to the House. There might 
or might not be persons in the neighborhood 
of Brisbane who had not been relieved, 
notwithstanding that th!l "Platypus" had left' 
on the previous day with a large number on 
board; and· he beii<')ved she was to make 
another trip to the north if persons were 
forthcoming. Honorable members repre­
senting Ipswich had, he thought, something 
to complain of in the matter of the disposal 
of the unemployed in relief camps and other­
wise, inasmuch as those persons might have 
been employed where their labor was actually 
required. It had been said that they had 
been employed in the neighborhood of Bris­
bane, where they were not actually wanted, 
while in the neighborhood of Ipswich they 
could have been of some service. It was 
absolutely nonsensical to say that there was 
no work on roads where railways were· in 
course of construction, for the cross roads'· of 
the colony must be kept up; and he thought 
that if there had been greater determination 
shewn to get all thy work possible out of the 
persons in the reli'ef camps, the unemployed 
difficulty would have been much narrowed. 
w·hile he was anxious to see destitution 
relieved, it had been brought under his 

, notice, and with truth, that in t!irneighbor­
hood of Brisbane persons had actually left 
the employment of farmers and others to get 
three days' employment from the Govern· 
ment for fifteen shillings. Such persons 
deserved no symp11thy whatever ; and he 
trusted that the Government would exercise 
due discretion, and not employ any such. 
He did not know with whom the distribution 
of the relief rested; but if in the hands of 
the Engineer of Roads, he must say that that 
officer was a most .improper person for the 
duty. However, it was under the authority 
of the Minister for Public Works, who, he 
hoped, would see after everything himself. If 
the persons employed did not do the work 
they were engaged for, but went. in for the 
•· Governme:nt stroke," they should be sent 
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away ; for the country had no right to pay 
them unless they worked. Unfortunately, 
a great many deserving persons had been 
made the victims and tools of others who 
were nothing but miserable loafers. In the 
fair· distribution of the relief asked for, the 
Government had to exercise a discretion 
which could only be exercised by a person 
thoroughly conversant with the circumstances 
of the case, and who, therefore, was not likely 
to be imposed upon. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said the question before 
the House was of very considerable import­
ance, and required to be approached with 
circumspection. The burden of the petition 
was, that false representations had been made 
by the Government, or their agent in Eng­
land, to induce persons to come here, and 
that,' consequently, the Government were 
bound to find them employment at the cur­
rent wages, or else a passage to some other 
country. He thought the action of the 
Government in this matter of relieving the 
unemployed was, in the first instance, very 
injudicious. He had been years in this 

"Country, and had seen much of this sort of 
thing. After the gold discovery, in 1852, 
wages rose to a very hjgh rate ; employers 
could afford that rate at the time because 
profits were large, but the laborer did not 
:tnake more than he used to make out of 
moderate wages, at half that rate, because 
he had to pay more for his rent, his clothing, 
and every other requirement. Then, the 
time came when high profits ceased, and 
matters began to right themselves ; but the 
high rate of wages became chronic, and con­
tinued when employers found it impossible 
to pay high wages. This state of things 
had been going on for years, and the conse­
quences, that might have been seen approach­
ing by every thinking man, had arrived ; and 
the cause of the present position of affairs 
vvas plain. Sooner or later, the laborer 
must succumb, and the rate of wages. must 
go back to what it was in 1848, when 
domestic servants had fro:tn twelve to fifteen 
pounds, and laborers from twenty to twenty­
five pounds a year. After all, the position 
of those people was better then, for their 
requirement~ generally and their rent were 
cheaEer ; tlfey themselves were more f=gal, 
and the public-houses were far fewer. With 
all their high wages, they had not been better 
off since. At the present time, although 
labor was scarce and dear in the interior, 
many of the unemployed would not leave the 
neighborhood of the towns. Perhaps that 
was excusable in the married men with 
families, but hardly so if they were destitute. 
He saw that things were mending; the 
surplusage of labor was moving away north 
and south with much rapidity every week, 
and the present depre1sion would soon dis­
appear. As to giving the unemployed free 
passages, it would be far better to send them 
to Clermont than to Texas, and it would not 
cost more. The fact was that employers 

could not pay high wages, and wages would 
have to come down. He thought that the 
system adopted by the Government, of paying 
persons so much for a part of the week, and 
leaving them unemployed for the remainder, 
was altogether erroneous and indefensible. 
By the establishment of the relief camps on 
such terms the Government were· competing 
with private employers. It would be a 
better plan to restore the road votes and 
distribute the unemployed upon the roads 
throughout the interior, where they were 
wanted. The roads about Brisbane were 
wide enough, and the people were not wanted 
to work on them. Another question that 
arose was, how far the Government were 
bound by the promises of their agent in 
England. The only promise made by the 
Government to immigrants paying their own 
passages to Queensland was, that they would 
get on arrival a land order for eighteen 
pounds, and a second for twelve pounds 
after two years' residence. They were not 
bound by the flowery speeches of lVIr: 
J' ordan. Yet that gentleman's statements 
of the rate of wages in Queensland were 
correct, to a certain extent ; for la borers 
would not reduce them, though employers 
could not pay them. However, the Govern­
ment had not gone the best way to work. 
They should disperse the people ; organise 
them in parties upon the roads ; do away 
with the relief camps, and give them one 
pound a week to do a week's work. 

Mr. BROOKES' desired to say a few words. 
He fancied that the last speaker had made a 
practical suggestion, and one that was worthy 
of the attention of the Government; but 
the¥were, a'lso, various points in his speech 
whi:ch shewed . that the honorable member 
labored under the old delusion-that he had 
not availed himself of what were termed any 
"new lights." The honorable member was 
following in the old tracks, making the old 
mistakes, blaming the wrong .persons, and 
entirely misrepresenting the facts of the 
case. Now, what did the House find before 
,them? A very large number of. persons 

;fcould not get employment. Well, 1f honor­
able members looked back some three or four 
years, they found that the Legislature 
thought that population was the one thing 
necessary for Queensland. They sent an 
agent home, a., gentlemen in every respect 
competent, both by natural gifts of speech 
and by his experience of the colony, as a. 
kind of advertising agent to induce people to 
come to this colony. They strengthened his 
hands by empowering him to tell the people 
at home, that every person who came out 
here, paying his own passage, should receive 
on arrival a land order for eighteen pounds, 
and another for twelve pounds after two 
years' residence. But, no sooner had that 
gentleman arrived at home-indeed, by the 
very mail by which he arrived-although he 
knew nothing of it--than intelligence yvas 
forwarded subversive of his instructions. 
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This Mr. ;Tordan found out before he had 
been in London a week. Almost immediately 
after he arrived at home, taking with him, as 
he thought, the correct opinion of the colony, 
as expressed by the Legislature, by the public 
press, and the colony generally, he found 
a Government document awaiting him, 
which entirely turned aside the objects 
of his mission. . The first blow was then 
made at the land order system. Mr. Jordan 
was at that time inclined to relinquish his 
mission, and return to the colony; but, 
having taken a warm interest in the land 
order system, and feeling much interested in 
introducing population into the colony, he 
determined to stay where he· was, notwith­
standing any disadvantages which might 
arise. These disadvantages increased upon 
him, and the conclusion he (Mr. Brookes) 
arrived at was, that it was not the intention 
of the Government of the colony to carry 
out the land order system. A gentleman 
who occupied a high position of influence in 
the colony, second only to that occupied by 
the representative of Her .:Y.l:ajesty, never 
was sincere in the manner in which he dealt 
with that question. He regarded that gen-"' 
tleman as the Judas Iscariot of the colony, 
and to his conduct was attributable, more than 
to any other cause, the present state of the 
colony. If the l-and order system had been 
carried out in its integrity, there would have 
been an ample flow of population of the 
right sort to this colony. If Mr. Herbert 
had been assisted by the Surveyor-General, 
who was a squatter to the baekbone, Queens­
land at the present time would be in a 
prosperous position. When he heard honor­
able gentlemen, ~ho ought to know better, 
say that Mr. Jordan had seduced people into 
coming to this colony by false representa­
tions, he felt that there was no ground for 
such an accusation. Mr. Jordan had never 
said a single word about this colony that 
ought not to be true. Whether it was true 
or not, was another question. Mr .• Jordan, 
in his most pictorial descriptions of Queens­
land, had not said anything that ought not 
to be true ; every man in Queensland ought 
to be able to sit under his own vine, and 
under his owr, fig tree. If that were not so, 
it was owing to the political action which had 
been takeain the colony; and when he saw 
people fortted, whether they would or not, to 
become shepherds in distant parts of the 
colony, he said it was monstrous. He would 
endeavor to make no remarks that evening 
that were not based on sound principles of 
political economy. He trusted that the 
squatters would take what he was about to 
say in good part. He was not opposed to 
them, personally, and he had amongst them 
many valued friends. They ought to be as 
a class, the elite of the colony ; but the 
squatting system was inimical to immigra­
tion and the best interests of the colony. 
Squatting could not, by any ingenuity, be 
made consistent with a large flow of immi-

gration. That was the difficulty. He did 
not think they ought to shirk the difficulty. 
It was a difficulty which met them on tiiV.ery 
side. Every question that came before the 
Legislature was more or less influenced by 
the fact that twenty-five square miles ofland 
in this colony were held at a mere pepper­
corn rent, and that every difficulty was 
placed in the way of those who would make 
a better use of the land. The French his­
torian, Michelet, had pointed out three 
distinct periods in the history of France, 
when the peasantry had become purchasers 
of land, and those times immediately pre­
ceded the three principal eras of J<rench 
agricultural prosperity. There was, fir~t, a 
decadence, then a rise. When the decadence 
took place, the people got possession of 
landed property, · and then prosperity com­
menced again. This occurred three times in 
the course of ages. Upon this subject, Mill, 
in his "Political Economy," had the follow­
ing note:- · 

" Whoever would study the reverse of the 
picture, may compare these historic periods, 
characterised by the dismemberment of large, 
and the construction of small properties, with 
the wide-spread national suffering which accom­
panied, and the permanent deterioration of the 
condition of the hboring classes which followed 
the clearing away of small yeomen to make 
room for large grazing farms, which was the 
grand economical event of English history during 
the sixteenth century." 

So long as the land in Queensland was 
devoted to mere grazing farms, this would 
never be a prosperous colony ; and it 
would always have to treat with a mass of 
people who were unemployed. Professor 
Fawcett, who, he believed, had never been 
in Australia, said that the country was 
capable of supporting a large population. 

" Australia, for instance, has been only partly 
explored, and we make a most moderate compu­
tation if we say that a population of 100,000,000 
might live there, with every comfort that man 
can require." 
Now, it was a fact, that they had, in that 
session, a.nd within that very week, stopped 
immigration. A more suicidal policy could 
not possibly be adopted. He maintained 
that they ought to keep the stream of 
immigration flowing. He gave the Premier 
every credit for having introduced the 
Leasing Bill, which was calculated to be 
productive of great benefit to the colony. 
The only thing he feared, with respect to that 
honorable gentleman, was, that he would 
give way, and that his colleagues would 
bring influences to bear against what he 
himself knew to be the wish of his heart. 
The Premier had told him long ago, that the 
Leasing Bill and the Warwick and Too­
woomba railway were allied, and that they 
were the backbone of tlle colony. He put 
it to honorable gentlemen, whether it was 
not time for them to put an end to that 
coalition with the Darling Downs squatters; 
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wlwse interest was not the interest of the 
colony. They could not possibly legislate with 
that.~mpartiality which the just claims of the 
public were entitled to, so long as they were 
prepared to do what was technically termed 
log-rolling for the sake of the Darling Downs 
squatters. The honorable member who pre­
ceded him spoke of low wages. That was 
a very great question, and if he were to 
adopt the views of that honorable speaker 
he should consider that low wages were 
the great desideratum. From his own 
experience, he did not believe in low 
wages. He was in favor of high wages, 
and when the honorable member alluded 
to the state of things which existed before 
the discovery of the gold fields, he was 
guilty of an anachronism. The honor­
able member for the Burnett did not wish 
that squatting pursuits should go back to 
the state of things which existed before the 
gold fields, but that wages should go back to 
what they were at that time. He maintained 
that high wages was a sure sign of prosperity. 
If those gentlemen who had put a stop to 
immigration decried high wages, where was 
their consistency? How did they expect to 
have wages low by stopping people from 
coming to the colony ? It was impossible to 
do justice to that question at that late period 
of the session, and his object in addressing 
the House was not to progose a remedy, but, 
if possible, to induce the Government to take 
an elevated and statesmanlike view of the 
matter, to leave the Darling Downs squatters, 
and to legislate for the whole of the colony. 
He understood the honorable member to say 
that the people who were unemployed were 
hanging about the towns. That was true­
where else were they to hang about, they 
could not go into the bush. He could tell 
the honorable member, that if he imagined 
that the inhabitants of Brisbane liked to see 
these people hanging about in their neigh­
borhood, he was mistaken. They interfered 
with everything, they taxed the charity of 
the citizens to the very utmost. and they filled 
the benevolent asylums. There was a great 
amount of destitution. He had to pass, every 
Saturday, a great number of people who were 
hanging upon the charity of the Government. 
He maintained that those relief parties were a 
gross mistake. He understood the Secretary 
for Public Works to say that the unem­
ployed about Brisbane cost the colony at the 
rate of £10.000 a year. 

The SEcRETARY FOR PuBLIC WORKS : I 
did not say so ; but I said that if all the 
relief camps in the colony were put to work 
in the same way as those in the neighbor­
hood of Brisbane it might cost that sum in a 
year. 

Mr. BROOKES : He maintained that if it 
cost only £5,000 it would be money mis-spent. 
The only person who had exhibited any. 
presence of mind in dealing with the difficulty 
was the Colonial Secretary while Minister 
for Works, but he had got out of that 

department. Under the old system of grant­
ing relief to the unemployed, it was usual 
to allow: twenty shillings a week for a married 
man, and one shilling and sixpence for a 
child, and it was possible for a man to earn 
twenty-two shillings and sixpence. But, 
under the present system, the Minister for 
Public Lands had brought them all down 
to a dead level of fifteen shillings a week for 
three days labor, and a man who wished to 
earn twenty-two shillings and sixpence could 
not do so. It would be for the Government, 
during the recess, to devise some means of, 
not only rc>lieving the unemployed, but of 
preventing, so far as it was possible for legis­
lation to prevent it, there ever being a similar 
complaint made to that House from the 
unemployed. When he heard that petition 
read, praying the Government to send them 
to the United States of America, he could 
hardly believe his ears. Was there more 
land in the United States available than in 
this colony ? Was there better land in Texas 
than in Queensland P Was ther'~ any other 
reason under heaven, except the monopoly of 
land by the squatter, why they should wish 

'"to go to Texas? He trusted that Govern-
ment would lose no time in bringing the 
LBasing Bill into operation, and that they 
would take care that the Surveyor-General 
was instructed to allow no winking or play­
ing into the hands of individual interests, and 
that if there were any unemployed, that the 
lands of the colony should be thrown open 
to them. It was just possible that some one 
might get up after him and repeat what the 
Surveyor-General was in the ha pit of saying, 
that there was plenty of land surveyed 
already. He (Mr. Brooke, maintained that 
that was not true, the land that was surveyed 
was bad land; he wanted to have good land 
for the unemployed. He wanted to have 
good land thrown open under the Leasing 
Bill; and he would leave the bad land to be 
taken up a hundred years hence, when they 
had, as Mr. Fawcett thought they should 
have, a population of a hundred millions. 

Mr. FrrzsiMMONS considered the time had 
arrived when something should be done for 
the unemployed, and the subject was one to 
which the attention of the Government ought 
to be directed; but the honorable member 
who had just sat down, after hal!iPg spoken 
for a long time against the squ~ers, failed 
to bring before the House .a single instance 
to prove the correctness of his statements, 
and did not ever suggest a remedy for reliev­
ing the prevalent distress. It could not be 
denied that the Agent-General had made 
statements in England which induced many 
respectable working men to come out to this 
colony, and who found when they came here 
that those statements were not correct. He 
maintained that the honorable member for 
North Brisbane, and others who acted with 
him, forced on the Government the necessity 
of sending that gentleman back to England. 
The fault was theirs; it was not . the fault 
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?f the Eg_uatfers:. It was the honorable 
member and his friends w'lio si:mt Mr. 
.:Torclan back to England with a oarteblanche 
to do just as he pleased, without respect to 
the Government. The consequence was, that 
niany tradesmen from England, who were 
induced by his representations to' come out 
to this colony in the expectation of imprqv­
iilg their circumstances, were thrown upon 
the streets of Brisbane in a state of desti­
tution for want of employment ; and those 
horiorable members who affected to represent 
them in the House, were the very parties 
who .had caused their misfortune. The 
honoral:lle metriber for North Bi·isbane had 
spoken for a long time, but he had failed to 
s11ggest any reliledy for the existing distress. 
The honorable member, Mr. Pugh, had also 
failed to give expression to a· single idea · 
suggestive of any remedy for the evils at 
present existing around them. . It· appeared 
to him that the speech of the honorable 
m.ember for North Brisbane would .have the 
~ffect ()f preventing people from going to 
those places where they would. get employ­
ment· arid plenty of provisions: . If the 
honorable member thought it right to do 
that, it was. incumbent on. him to shew by 
'YlJ-at . means the unemployed were to be 
supported .in town. He spoke of the lands 
of'the colony being thrown open to them, for 
the purpos~of cultivation. If he tho:ught so, 
let him. seiiCl five thousand of them into the 
bush; and the squatters would give up the 
land for th~m to settle upon: Would that 
prev-ent starvation P It was no use to make 
a, long .rambling speech without anything in 
it:. \It was a melancholy spectacle to see so 
m~iiy ()f their. countrymen walking about the 
streets .in a ·state of destitution,. cringing to 
t]J_~ Government for the means o[ living. · He 
was sorry to see that they were encouraged 
to pursue that course: He knew nothing so 
d~grading to an Englishman, as to go l:Jegging 
for the means ofliving. Instead of encou­
raging those J?llll to go where they could get 
work · and h1g"h wages, they were rather 
encou~aged by those honorable meiJ1bers to 
look to the Govermitent for support. 

Mr. RA'liF said he did not rise.Jor the pur­
lJ()~e of prolonging the discussion, but rather 
for the purpose of terminating it. He did 
not s\lJlpos~. there would be any opposition 
on the part of the House to the printing of 
that petition~notwithstanding. it contained 
alt eX:traordina~ request, which his horror­
able .· colleague characterised as perfectly 
monstrous.· ... Still, as there would be no 
o?jection to the printing ()fthe petition, there 
was a. very great objection to their wasting 
any more time in discussing th · ect. 
They had a certain amount Of w& . ... get 
through; and honorable members had made 
up their minds as to . the time they would 
give up to the accomplishment of that work ; 
but if they .were ·to go into disquisitions on 
political economy; and to indulge in attacks 
upon the Darling Downs squatters, he feared 

5o-

tl1at some hon~rable memb.ers would not 
stay until the · work was completed. . . H~ 
thought the best. policy would b(\ to leave 
the p~titiou in the hands ofthe ]}x:e(:Jlltive, 
who would do the best that could .be~done, 
under the cirmiinstances, to relieve the 
petitioners~ The . honorable member for 
North Brisbane, Mr. Brookes, had gone into 
many subjects, which, if the House had tilhe 
to discuss them, might, no doubt, have been 
important. He quite· agreed with . that 
honorable member, that it would be a suicidal 
policy .to stop immigration altogether; ru:ul: 
that verc.y: many of the evils which the colony 
was at present suffering from had been the 
result of the very indiscreet interference 
which had taken place with the working of 
the land order system. He did not agree 
with the last speaker, in his strictures O])_ the 
late Agent-General for Emigration ; neit)ler 
could he agree with his honorable colleague, 
that that gentleman had not· uttered one 
word whirh was not true-but he would go 
the length of saying that he b(llieved Mr . 
.Jordan did not utter one word which he did 
not believe to be true. He thought it was 
not fair forhonorable members to throw tlie 
blame on that officer for the present depres• 
sed state of the colony. He believed it 
would be found that .. there was ple])_ty pf 
remunerative employment in the colony fo1• 
all the unemployed ; and that it only required 
a little management on the part of the 
G-overnment, and a little co,operation on the 
part of employers to assist the Government, 
in order to bring. about that result. He did 
not think it was fair to put all the burdelJ.. on· 
the Goverrrment. In his opinion, every 
employer ought to .. do the utmost in his 
power to find employment for those who had 
nothing to do, .and to convey them to those 
localities where there was plenty of work for 
them· at liberal wages. There was rw dou'bt 
that much difficulty might be expected i11 all 
the colonies, where • the~e was. a large inflwr 
of immigration, where t~ere was ~n interrup­
tion of the public• works, and where there. 
was. commercial depression ; but in . a. little 
time. they would get over all that .• If the 
uneiJ1ployed were of tli.e right class, and .the 
. employers did their duty in assisting the 
Government, the present temporary difficulty 
would soon be got over. He hoped that 
honorable meh!bers would fiot prolong the 
discussion, but would leave the matter in the 
hands of the Executive. He believed tlie 
Government would do .what was nece~sary to 
be done, and he trusted that employers of 
labor would endeavor. to assist the. Govern-. 
ment by . engaging as many as they . could 
find employment for. 

Mr. HALY said the honorable member fqr 
North Brisbane, Mr: Brookes, advised. the 
unemployed· not to take employme!lt ·when 
they could get. it .. He did not know what 
the object of the honorable member was .iJJ. 
giving them such advice, un1ess he. wished 
to yoke them to his ploughs which he kept 
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fr,n: saJe, and. make them work like horses in 
<\.ul,tivating .th,e land. To tell the unemployed 

. ~h~t tlJ.ey eould go upon the .land, to eultivate 
1~ "l'l)"it~9ut money, was a. great fallacy. It 
'\!l,S a l,Pere elt!ctioneering spe.ech, made for 
the. purpose of acquiring popularity among 
a, .certain .class out of d7ors. Perhaps the 
honora,ble, member a~pired to become the 
future Premier of the colony ; but when he 
#tained that position, he would find that he 
])l·U . .st·n.ot. keep .. the pe.ople un. !ll!I-Ployed about 
tfle town, ljcnd that, if he did so, he would 
spo,p. hav~ more trouble on his hands than he 
ba1:g11ine~ for.. The honorable mem1Jer must 
h,av:e been talking to the gallery ; he c~rtainly 
could not have addressed himself to sensible 
men in that House. His arguments were 
inconsistent. He. said that there was too 
little elJl.ployment, and yet that immigra­
t.ion must De. continued, . Did the honorable 
member. mean to say that, if there w.ere 
already too many unemployed in the colony, 
it was. still their duty to import more labor ? 
Or did he want to bring out more men with 
.a,Iittle money in thei1: p()ckets to buy things 
f~'om his shop ? He could assure that honor­
able member that labor was as dear two 
h.undrt!d miles. inland at the present time, as 
ever.it was. .He received, last night, a letter 
from his partner, 'fho stated that he was 
enipl()ying eight Chinamen at twenty-eight 
shilli!:tgs a week, and· giving them.a shilling 
for .each lamb,. in. addition. to that. These 
men were good men, and worth. their money,~ 
bl}t he had. also to give twenty shillings a 
week, and the same per centage.on lambs, to 
inferior U1en, who kn(lw nothing of the work 
tJ:tey .had'.undertaken to .do and had nev.er 
handled a sheep in their. lives, His partner 
also regretted, in the letter, the expense 

. incurred in forwarding thirteen men from 
Rockhampton, not one of whom was at the 
present time on the station, arid. some of 
whom nev.er arrive,d there. .He Jl.lentioned 
tJ:tat.to shewthat. there. was no necessity for 
numbers of unemployed.to be hanging about 
tlte towns, and. that the Government ought 
tq send them inland, where the. squatters 
wpuld be only too happy to employ them. 
The honorable member asserted that high 
wages wa~ a sign of prosperity. He (Mr. 
Haly) denied it. A man must not only. earn 
his wages, but the interest ·of the money that 
.employed him. If. he did not, the employer 
must either cease to employhim, or he would 
himself soon come to ruin. That was a fact, 
and he defied the honorable member for 
:t\.orth Brisbane to dt;ny it. He might make 
a dozen electioneering speeches in that House, 
but . he· would .. never C()nv:ince any practical 
man. So long as those men stopped about 
the town, and were employed by the Govern­
lll.ent on unprofitable works, so 'long would 
the. distres~ con tin ]le, and so long would they 
:have to pay for it themselves. If the people 
who were 11nemployed stuck out for high 
ivages, which employers could not afford to 
gtve, it 1lll\St recoil upon themselves, They 

.asked to be se~t t().Texas, but where was the 
Government .t"!:i get the money .from ? Why 
not send them inland, where there.was plenty 
of work for them.? He was sorry to detain 
the House so long ; but he could not remain 
silent when he heard an honorable member 
talk such. rubbish. He hoped the expression 
was not unparliamentary, but he could find 
no more suitable word to express his opinion 
of the character of that speech. If the 
honorable member-who, while he was speak• 
ing to the House, was. really addressing the 
unemployed out of doors-wished to give the 
unemployed good advice, he should hav.e told 
tht>m that, while there was depression existing 
in trade, all should endeavor to put up. with the 
loss. The honorable member told the House 
the other day that all the merchants in the 
town had called their employees together, 
and reduced their, wages. 

Mr. BROOKES : I never said so,, . · . 
Mr. H'ALY : He had heard the honorable 

Jl.lember use. the iJ.rgtnnent . several times 
during the session-that the Governm{)Jit 
w.ere paying their clerks r!cJ.iculo:usly l:tigh 
salaries-that the,merchants;'of the city had 
met together, and. had reduced the wages .. of 
their clerks, and. that the Gov.ernment ought 
to do the same. He (Mr. Haly) believ,ed 
that the petition of the unemployed. ought to 
be ~J,tte.nded. to.;. and that where,.distl·ess 
really existed it ought to . be r\%.Feved ; .. but 
only to such an extent as would·enable a.man 
to keep his family from starvation, If the 
Government gave a man one pound a week 
to compete with the employers. o£labor, they 
did wrong. That opinion might be unP~Pu" 
lar ; but he was there to .. state what· he 
believed to be for the good of the. country, 
without referenqe to any class. He did.not 
want popularity at all; he only wanted. to 
consult the .. good of the colony; and it was 
for the interest ofthe colony. that the :Views 
he had stated: should be carried out. He. oril;y; 
wished that he had the language and fluency: 
of some great prator, for he could.thenJay 
bf.lfore the House such an array of facts as 
would convince honorable members,,and the 
unemployed, that by the course they were 
pursuing th<:lY. were acting wrongly. towards 
themselves and injuriously to the colony. , ·· 
. Dr. CHALLIN.OR: He was. sorry to hear. 
the remarks of the honorable member for 
North Brisbane about shepherding. He .did 
not see anything in the calling of a shevherd 
that was dishonora'ble. If he were himself 
in want of employment, he should not hav;e 
the slightest objection to go into the bush 
and take charge of a flock of.lambs .and ewes: 
It was. a very humble calling ; . but in .past 
ages .\~.· .• ;' .. ·~.~ad. numb. ered among its fol.lowers 
the g~a::t ones of the earth. There was 
nothing in the history of. shepherding.that 
would lead any one. to suppose that it was a 
dishonorable calling. At the same time, he 
was free .to confess, that he thought much 
more might be done than was done to. pro­
mote the comfort of the shepherds.. If 
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greater ,~regard were .paid. by employers to 
the comfor~ and well-being of their shepherds, 
t}lere would be far less difficulty in procuring 
them. He referred to a case in point, 
which occurred about eighteen years ago to 
a squatting firm on the Burnett, who had no 
difficulty m retaining and keeping their 
shepherds together. 1'hey nev(lr wanted for 
~hepherds, while others did ; and the reason 
was, that they gave inducements to the men 
to stay with them ; one of those inducements 
was, that theysupp}ied the men with tobacco 
at. town rates. The consequence was, that 
they could get men and keep them when 
oth(ll'S could no~ do so. He. felt confident 
that if greater regard were paid 'to the com­
fort of shef>herds, there would be less disincli­
nation on.. the part of many .persons to. go into 
the. bush. With l'egard to the unemployed, 
he thought that when the Government were 
compelled to give forced employment to 
l!iborers, the rate of wages ought to be con­
siderably below the ordinary rates ; because, 
.so long. as . gave a fair day's 
wage for labor, they would 
always have laborers at their relief 
camps. He only speaking of forced 
employment; in that case, they must keep 
the r.ate of wages below par, so that there 
shortld be no inducement for the rrimi to 
remain .in· the Government employment any 
lonD"er than they were obliged to. Some 
:might not have availed themselves of the 
offer of the Minister for ·Works to convey 
them to other parts of the wlony, because 
they had families, and would be compelled to 
leav(l them. behind. 

The S'Ec:RETARY FoR PuBLic woRKs : No; 
we sent them up .to the north, too. 

.D.r. CHALLINOR: Then there was less 
excuse for them not going. He had heard 
of some persons who had left private service 
tg get one pound a week under Government. 
He thought it was a :great mistake on the 
part of the Government to give the men one 
pound and rations, even though they wei·e 
navvies. It disturbed the labor market 
everywhere. He thought it was, a great 
mistake, also, for the Government to give 
fiftet'm shillings for three days work. He 
did not think it was soundpolitical economy. 
Bti.t. with respect to shepherding being a 
respectable calling, he knew men of good 
family,.· scions of the aristocracy, who were 
foll(lwing that occupation, and whose clothes 
were made almost entirely ~of sheepskil:(s. 
They would not, perhaps, like to app(lar in 
town in the dress they wore in the bush; 
but they appeared to enjoy themselves, and 
to .find employment. If persons who had 
been delicately brought up could turn 
shepherds, he did not see any reason why 
•others shOuld be afraid to follow the same 
occupation. From what he knew, and had 
read, he had no reason to believe that Mr. 
Jordan had given too high a coloring to the 
capabilities of tl).is colony. At' the same 
time, he did not think he had placed it much 

below its value. That if he had depidt~dit 
in bright colors, the imagination of peoplepf 
tile sa~e temperament had Jadded to. tliaj; 
coloring, and increased the flepth of the tint; 
but Mr. Jordan was not responsible for that. 
No doubt Mr. Jordan was chargeable. witli 
errors of judgment; but he (Dr. Challinor) 
believed, that so far as his singleness of 
purpose and integrity of character were con• 
cerned, he was not worthy of the blame 
which was thrown upon him. 'rhe honf:Jr­
able member for North Brisbane, MJ.'.. 
Brookes, was not alone in thill'king that 
one way of getting rid of the unem­
ployed was to give them. land to e~ptoy 
themselves upon ; but he must confess; that 
while it might be very desirable; the same 
idea had occurred to him as to the hohorable 
member for the Buruett, Mr. Haly-:how 
were these men to be kept while they were 
cultivating the land? It .. appeared to. him 
that the horse would starve while .the grass 
was growing; They must be kept while they 
were cultivating the land, and it might be a 
question whether the Government cou~d 
afford to supply them with rations. while their 
land was. being cultivated; until they got a 
return. It was a matter Of great doubt, hut 
something must be done to relieve :the 
necessitous. J'he !aborers of Ipswich did 
not wish to stand out with :regard to wages. 
He was. met by some of them that day, who 
told him thataU they wanted was employ­
ment-'-enough to keep body and soul together 
until they could get something better .. to ·do. 
The honorable member, Mr. Haly, had said 
that the squattm·s could not afford .to giV:(\ 
high rates of wages, because the intere11t of 
money was so heavy. He admitted there 
was something in that, but he thought the 
proposition might be put the other way-that 
the interest was ,too great, and, theref2re, 
they could not afford· to pay high wages. 'I 

Mr. HALY: I did not say that, The 
honorable member said that high wages was 
a sign of prosperity. I said I denied that, 
and that he ought to hav:e .told the unem" 
ployed they would not only have to earn: 
wages, but also the interest of the. money 
with which their wages were paid; as; if 
they did not, it would not pay any man of 
capital to employ them. Whether the 
squatter borrowed the money from the 
banks, or had the capital himself, the same 
principle held good'---'the interest ·must be 
paid. 

Dr. CHALLINOR: He thOught he did not 
in any way misrepresent tlie honorable mem­
ber for the Burnett. He linderstood him .to 
say that the rate of interest which the squat­
ters were paying was very high ; and it could 
not make any difference to the employers ·of 
labor, whether· they· paid high interest and 
low wages, or low interest and high 'wages, 
If property were high they could aff01•d to 
pay high wages, and vice vmwd. 'Sooner or 
later they would find their natural level. 
Wibh regard to the land order system, he. 
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.:found no o_ne so much i~ favor of' it as those 
wJ:w had profited by 1t. None were so 
stro11gly in favor of that system as the inhabi­
tants of Brisbane, because they got the lion's 
share of the discount. But the moment it 
became known that· the land orders were 
subject to a high rate of discount, and 
that.. while nominally worth eighteen 
pounds each, they were in reality worth 
~nly six pounds-that wollld effect its own 
cure. He should supp01•t the motion for 
printing the. petition. He thought there 
was a disposition on the part of the Govern­
ment to meet the requirements of the case ; 
but the finances of the colony were .in such 
a state .tl1at it was necessary for .them. to go 
abo11t it in the.most economical way possible. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC .WORKS said he 
thought . the honorable. member must have 
misunderstood what he stated with reference 
to the expenditure .in connection with 
the camps: What he said was; . that the 
expenditure for the camps in the neighbor­
.hood. •of BrisMne was £383 ; and ifthere 
W;ere other two camps of a. similar size 
to. be maintained:-"-one at Ipswich and 
another at M:aryborough-:the weekly expense 
of the three woUld come to £1,149. He 
said that, in rolilid numbers, it would cost 
about £1,000 to.keep them g~ing .. Now, if 
he understood the opinion. 'of .the House · 
aright,.it came to this : that the.Government 
were bound' to prevent destitution'-'-but 
only to prevent destitution. They were 
bound to supply only . those who were 
actually in want with employment, but had 
no righ~ to do anything that would interfere 
with the demand. for lab or ; · and by paying 
only fifteen shillings a week to the men 
employed· on relief works, both those objects, 
he thought, would· be accomplished. He 
was satisfied, by the depu~ation that waited 
U,POD him on the previous day, that destitu­
tion must be existing in Ipswich ; for the 
deputation did not stipulate for wages, but 
asked for btead only. Now, those wer!J the 
sort ofcas.es which it was the duty of the Gov­
ernment to provide for; but they were not 
called on :to provide for cases not bmdering 
on actual starvation, or for persons: who had 
left other employment. Of the number of 
applicants for employment, 153 went to work 
and. 358 left without any other cause than 
that they refused ·to ·take fifteen shillings. a 
week. At the same time, he had offered to 
convey those who refused work to any other 
port of the colony. N ow,thatwasall hethpught 
the Government were called upon to do. 

M:r. W IENHOLT said he thought that fifteen 
shillings a week was too much to pay. It 
was .trifling with the public money to pay so 
much. It was only encouraging the .drones 

·of the colony in idleness, and compelling the 
bees to work for them. . He thought the 
Government was only entitled .to. give the 
uneinploy!ld sufficient to keep them in food 
and.clothes .... There was ,plenty of work for 
t.hem all if they .wollld go into the interior. 

He thought the Government slionltt ghre . 
them free passages to· the ·.northern ports,, 
They ought. to do·; all they collld to retain in 
the colony those persons who had been 
imported at very great expense; and they· 
should not forget that the want Of employ·~ 
ment was.only temporary. Things would be 
better sliorHy. There would soon be more 
money in the colony; and when that was the 
case, the employers of labor woUld be able 
to give better wages. . B11t while employers 
could not give high wages, laborers mllst 
take low wages. He did not think it was 
right towards the working classes, or towards 
any section of the community, for the Gov~ 
ernment to' pay fifteen shillings a week to 
most of those who were out of employment ; . 
because to do so was only to encourage 
depravity, If the honorable the Minister 
for Public Works paid the men fifteen sliillin.gs:. 
weekly for three days' work, lie blamed hiUl 
very much for it-'-' he blamed him as encour• 
aging laziness· arrd idleness. Every time he 
came to · he saw . amount and 

lionorable member, 
of Brisbane at 
the increase of . the city---,not 
only amongst males, . amongstfemales,, 
He might. almost say there was J:lotliing· ofl 
the sort twelve months ago •.. He: maintained 
that such depravity was gieatly owing .. to the 
encouragement 'given by the present Gov.ern­
meut to idleness ; and he blamed the Govern­
ment more for it than he did for !mythinghe 
.had felt called upon to blame the Government 
for since lie.liad a seat in the.House. Before• 
the .next session of 'Parliament; 1f the Goiern• 
ment went on as they had been doing; .there 
would be a greater expense un the score of 
want of employment than there was at'pr~s:ent.; 
Idleness was increasing in the towns; while> 
up in the country, employers did not •kn.o1V 
what to do for want of labor. There. was 
plenty of employment to be found in the 
colony at thirty shillings:. a. week.. He did 
n()t see the right of givirig awaytlie money 
of the working classes to maintain idlers, bJ: 
:r>aying them fifteen shillings a week for. three· 
days work,· It was, a disgrace. for the. Gov"' 
ernment to do so ; and he was . ashamed of 
the Government for doing it. But' he trusteti 
they would yet see the erro~ of their ways 
and would mend them; If lie might throw 
out a suggestion, lie wollld say that the•Gov-' 
ernment ought to offer a largereward•forthe• 
discovery of a payable gold field; .say £1,000,. 
a1ld by that means .profitable employment 
might be found for· those who .were.in.want 
of employment. . He . thought that before 
long the people of Brisbane would .find •out 

'their mistake. They had been crying out 
for more immigration, and they encouraged • 
those who were brought to the colony,. at·tlie 
expense of the colony, to hang about the'city 
for the sake') of the tradesmen making• some­
thing. out of them while they had a!ly money: 
Blft by-and•by they would have depredations 



J:'ke Unemployed~ 

committed ; and depredations, too, that would 
be worse. than robbery.. Theywould then: be 
glad to get rid .of the immigri}Ilts, when it 
was found they had nothing more ~o spend, 
and when: they were reduced to their last 
.shilling.; and he could tell the people of 
Brisbane that the sooner they got rid of them, 
by getting them to go into ·the interior, the 
better. 

Mr. R. CRl:BB said he was very glad .to hear 
the sentiments that were expressed bythehon­
orable the Minister for Public Works. He 
entirely qori.curred in them, for no man could 
be allowed to starve-noman could be allowed 
to be• in want of food. Now, at the present 
time, there were a great many persons out of 
employment, who were without the means 
d living,.and it was the duty of the Govern­
Di_ent to find employment for persons in such 
circumstances - sufficient employment to 
justify the Government giving them sufficient 
wages to provide. themselves with .food and 
e1otlles. Now, while he said-that, he. also pro­
tested, and would always protest, against the 
Government e,Iicouraging. men who were 
either unemployed,· or merely pretended to 
be U:Uemployed, to hang about the towns; 
when they cou:ld get plenty of work at good 
wages by going into the . country. The 
honorable.member for Ipswich had referred 
to .the .··land order system , of .. immigration. 
Now, he. believed that if. that system had 
never been tamper~"d with, the colony would 
no:t now have been in its present difficulty~ 
which he.attributed, to a great extent, to. the 
expensive .. system of immigr11<tion that had 
been carried.on.. ,Jre opposed that system, 
when it was proposed,. and contended that 
immigration should be confined to the land 
order system. Though they would n()minally 
have paid a larger sum, they wouldnot actually 
hav;e done so ; and they: would have secur.ed 
that only those who were able. to fight their 
own way in the colony would have come 
out. They Inade a great m:istake when they 
departed from that system, .and borrowed 
money to promote immigration.. It seemed, 
however, that now they were to go to the 
other extreme,· and . that all immigration ·was 
to. be stopped. . . . 

.The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The land order 
system will be continued. · 
. Mr. R. CinBB: He was very glad to heai· 
that .• , As to the unemployed~ he thought 
that what the honorable the Minister for 
P-ublic .Works stated .was as good a propo­
sition as could well be adopted in the present 
extre1p.ity-that the men· should be· paid 
fifteen 'shillings a week, and have .to work for 
a week. · Such .employment. and payment 
would be sufficient to keep them .from actual 
want, while it would not be sufficient to 
ind)lce any one to hang upon the Government 
if.he ·could •get employment elsewhere. That 
was ~he middle course they had to steer:-to 
prevent: destitution, and at the same time 
not. give encouragement to -loafers to hang 
about the towns.. He did not think that any• 

Tlie Unemployei1; 

one who applied for workshould he obiected 
to-:-every one who applied for work should 
be taken on, for he thought .the test as _t<Y 
necessity was sufficient. Any man who 
would accept the .offer of fifteen shillings for 
a week's work must, without do)lbt, be both 
industrious and necessitous. 

Mr. PALMER said that the subject tinder 
discussion . was one which he thought 
demanded· the vel'Y serious consideration of 
the House. It· was a matter of very great 
importance to the colony in general, .and h~ 
hoped that. the expression .of opinion. the 
House would give would. strengthen ,tJi.e, 
hands of the Ministry tb afford relief to the: 
unemployed, of whom there could be no 
manner of doubt there were a .greatmany 
in the colony at present. . There could be 
equally little doubt that· there, were many 
who were . not of the unemployed, properly 
so called, but whose object was tb get wages. 
without having to work for them. He fully 
agreed with what was said by one Mp.orable 
member, that there was work for all the 
unemployed in the colony, if they would; 
orily go to· those districts where labor: waa 
wanted; and he could state, from person'a! 
knbwledge, that within a distance .of. two or 
three hundred miles. of Rockhampton a thou• 
sand persons w.buld readily find employment 
in a very short time. He . could also. assure 
the Government that they would . never 
secure such a constant demand for labor. as 
would prevent the recurrence of a similar 
amount of distress as existed at present 
fro1ll want of employment, till they estab~ 
lished depots in the interior. . Till that .was 
done there would continue to he a. glut .of 
labor in some parts of the colony,. and a 
scarcity in others. He had heard that a 
note had been received in Brisbane,. stating' 
that many of those who went to Rockhamp­
ton would be glad to return; if they could 
only get a free . passage back. He had :no 
doubt of it; and if the Government would 
only give free passages to and from Rock-' 
hampton he had no doubt they would be able 
to find employment for . the whole of:-the 
colonial marine. He could not be astonished; 
either, at the unwillingness of new chums to 
go to the bush, when he. heard the hdnorable 
member for. North Brisbane, Mr. ·Brookes;· 
recommend' them to starve in the towns 
rather than go to the bush. But he would 
ask the Unemployed to compare the speeches 
of the honorable member with his conduct, 
and judge for themselves of his consistency' 
and of the value of his countenance' What 
was the conduct .of the honorable ·· member 
when the question of the ad valorem duties 
was before the House ? and, he would ask at 
the same time, if there . were no other 
laborers out of employment but those who 
were fit for the bush ? Were there no 
mechanics in want ·of :employment ? Were 
there no workers in iron in want of employ• 
ment P Was the squatter the only one who 
wanted laborers ? The honorable member 
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. coUl(l not answer th()se · qu.estions in: the 
negative, and yet he almost smuggled through 
the House a motion exempting from the 
ad valo·rwt duty those articles in which he 
himself dealt. 

Mr. BRoorrEs: I beg to inform the honor­
ablemem:ber that I do not deal in the articles 
exempted. . · 

Mr. PALMER: The exceptions consisted of 
:tnachin:ery....,.which he believed tht~ honorable 
member dealt in,-and piping, and pumps, 
arid boilers. If he understood the exemption 
Claus,e rightly, a boiler manufactured in 
)England ~ould be landed free of duty; but 

· if.the plates were imported ill bulk the ad 
valore'Jif duty would have to be paid upon 
them. Now, the importation of boilers 
manufactured !,lxcludedthe mechanics in the 
C()lony from employment; but the importation 
of boilers in J?lates provided employment for 
the makers of boilers. The houorable 
n'tember, however, did not seek the exemp­
tion of the latter .from the ad valorem duty, 
btlt only .. the exemption of the former; and 
that was the way the honorable member 
treated the case of the working classes, 
where his own· interests were concerned. 
liow did stlch conduct, he again asked, 
eorreSIJOnd with some of the speeches of the 
honorable member P The honorable member 
also. talked about shepherding ; but he knew 
no more ·about it than the man who ca:me to 
th~ colony only ye!lterday, and perhaps less. 
It would be no use, he knew, to try and 
convince the honorable member ; hut he 
might, nevertheless; inform him that there 
were gentlemen as well born .and bred as 
he was; who· never thought it anything 
derogatory to go shepherding._ So much for 
the honorable member for North Brisbane. 
He would wish to impress upon the Govern­
.merit to give their attention to the remedy he 
had alluded to ; for he thought it was not 
yet. too late to construct depots in the 
interior ; . and much of the money spent in 
maintaining the relief. camps wotlld be well 
spent in forwarding those in want of employ­
ment to the interior: It was a . very 
different ·thing to the Government to for­
ward immigrants up country from what it 
was to a private individual to do so. A 
private individual might be ruined by 
the men bolting on the way up ; but the 
Government, if they sent them, would. not be 
lose~s, but ga:iners, if anything, by the men 
boltmg, for the sooner they bolted after 
getting a hundred miles or so into the 
in.terior the sooner would the expense of 
conveyance be diminished, while at the same 
time the object of the Government would be 
13ecured'-which was the supply of labor, not 
to. SO])le' .particular station, as was the case 
with the . private individual taking up 
laborers, but to any station or any district 
in the interior; Honorable members 
woUld see that the men bolting on 
. the way up would in no way ha1'm 
the Government, while, to a private 

individual ta'king them up at his own eX'pense; 
it would be~\absolu:tely ruinous.. Another 
remedy for the distress that now existed . 
would legitimately be .provided by the voting 
of money for the making and repair of roads 
in the interior. If the men were sent to 
repair roads, upon which the prosperity of 
the country depended, and were not allowed 
to idle away their time, but were put to task 
work, he believed that a great . deal of 
good would be done to the country, as .well 
as to . the men. He believed, also, that it 
was really necessary that the Government 
should now, for a while, at least, suspend 
immigration. There was-so it was stated, 
and he saw no reason to doubt it-a great 
amount of unemployed labor in the colony. at 
present; and, as the several sections pf tl:te 
railway were completed, there would be· a 
great deal more labor released, and .again 
cast upon the market for employment. Now, 
the country must· have . time to absorb the 
labor ; and, therefore, he thought the Gov,". 
ernment were perfectly right in susp<mding; 
to a great extent, all immigration. for the 
present. The honorable . the Minister for 
Public Works had referred· to the necessity 
for relief camps. With the observations•ot' 
the honorable gentleman on the subject he 
fully agreed. It would be most disgraceful 
to the colony, it. it could be said that great 
destitution was known to. ,exist iri it, and that 
no steps were taken by ~he Governmep.tto 
afford relief. At the same time, he thought 
the relief given should ohly be sufficient to 
keep the meu from an extreme state of want; 
but not . sufficient to interfere with the labor 
market of the colony. 

Mr. RoYDS said he would not have.risen 
at so late a period of the debate! but for the 
fact that he thought there had been a good. 
deal that was undeserved said against the 
Emigration. Agent in England--'that .:was 
with respect to the .inducements he held out 
to immigrants to come here. As a rule, he 
thought the promises made by Mr.• J ordafi 
were within bounds; but .the mistake made 
by the immigrants was, that they expected 
to get the rates of wages quoted by lVIr: 
Jordan, at the' capital, or at the port at 
which they arrived. Now, the rates of wages 
promised were those that .were.paid in .the 
interior. It was not, therefore, altogether fair 
to charge the Emigration Agent witll haying 
made promises that could not be. fulfi.lle(l_. 
While he sfid· that much, he must also say, 
that he was not very strongly in favor of Mr; 
Jordan, for he considered that the immigl'afits 
that gentleman had sent out were not at all ofw 
desirable .class. They were not at all to be 
compared with the immigrants . that cam:~ 
out by the last vessel that was sent out by 
the Emigration Commissioners. f:l'he supe~ 
riority of the. immigrants, both male and 
female, sent by the Emigmtion Commis­
sioners, over those sent. lately by: Mr . 
Jordan, was most marked. With regard to 
the amount paid by the Government to the 
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men they employed on the relief works­
twenty shillings a week and rations~it had 
.been a. source of inconvenience and injustice 
to not only the residents in .the colony, the 
o:rdinary employers of labor, but also to the 
railway contra~tors. He was told by one of 
the chief men on the Dalby line; that when 
the. relief works were started a number of 
m('crt left the railway works, though they had 
full pay, to come down to the relief works 
and· have a spelL When they had had a 
spelL of light wol'k, for which they' l'eceived 
twenty shillings and rations, and had a 
'' spree," they went back again to the work 
they had left. Numbers also left .their 
employment on several stations to have a 
~pell on. the relief.works. Besides the injury 
done in that way to the employers of labor, 
the. effect upon the men themselves was most 
demoralizing; for nothing, .he held, could be 
more demoralizing than for a man to accept 
charity when he could find employment at 
fair wages. It. had been observed at. home 
that charity had a most demoralizing effect, 
even in cases where it had to be a<Jcepted. 
Now, twenty' shillings. and rations was about 
forty shillings a week ; and many merr when 
they could get that for a little light work 
wortld.refuse to accept any ordinary employ­
ment. The honorable member for· North 
.Brisbane, Mr. Brookes, alluded to shepherds 
as squatters'. menials. Now, he should like 
to knoW; . what was the difference between a 
shepherd as employed by squatters, and the 
workman as employed by people in towns. 
Were workmen employed by merchants .in 
in towns to be considered as merchants' 
menials ; or were the clerks in the ship­

.ing companies' offices shipping companies' 
menials ? He thought not ; and he could 
~nform . the honorable memb.er for North 
Brisbane that; in speaking of shepherds as 
squatters' menials, he was ·throwing a slur 
upon a most respectable, class of persons. 
Thehonorable memberfor Ipswich, Dr. Chal­
linor, made some allusion to the low wages 
paid by squatters, and the high interest they 
paid for. the money they had to borrow to 
enable them to carry on their stations. He 
could only inform the honorable member that 
he, and many others, would be glad to see the 
•rate .of interest reduced. to so low a.figure 
that they. could afford to pay hizher wages, 

Mr. CoxEN said· he had hstened very 
attentively to. the speeches t ad been 
delivered, in the hope of hear· omething 
ofa practical nature ; but, with e exception 
of the speech delivered by the honorable 
member for Port Curtis, he had not heard 
anything that would be of service to .the 
Governmen.t. . The suggestion about the 
formation of depots in. the interior was well 
worthy the attention of the. Government. 
It was :a suggestion that could not only be 
carried out, .but was one which, if carried out, 
would be attended with great success. This 
was not the first time. he had heard it stated 
that there was. a great dearth of lab or. in the. 

interior and. in the norlh. . .He was satisfied 
there was a great dearthof labor .in the 
north, in the interior ; ··but it was, useless to 
send men from Brisbane to Rockhanipton, 
for they would do no more good; there than 
here. The men would not leave Rock­
hampton and go to the interior any more 
than they would leave Brisbane and go to the 
interior. Now, if the Government would 
establish depots in .the interior, he' would 
call upon them to refuse relief to those who 
would not go to the depots. For his own 
part, he· could: not understand why there was 
such an.objection to go to the interior. As 
to the character of those who preferred' to 
hang about town, he would refer to a case 
that came within his own experience: ... A\ 
man came to him a few wee~, ago. and· said 
he was starving-that he Had not had .. a 
mouthful of food for twenty-four hours,:or 
something like that. He told: the• man that> 
if he was really starving, he would give~ him 
work at seven . shillings a we.ek and rations; 
and a place td?:live in. The man went, to 
work, and instead of seven shillings he~ gave 
him ten shillings per week. When he had 
been at work for about a month he came to 
him and said he wished to leavce, as he 
thought he could get a better job, He tpld 
him that of course. he could leave at any 
hour if he. could find a, better job: The 
man left, and he saw him drunk in. the 
streets of Brisbane two or three day:s aftey. 
wards, and he was now one of the applicants 
to the Government for employment a.s one 
of the unemployed.. He. was certain that 
the great majority of those so-called unem­
ployed would rather hang about the . to""n; 
where they could speiJ.d in drink the fe:W 
shillings .they earniJd, than accept of employ­
ment if they had to .go up the country. He 
saw no objection to. working on a statioll. 
He had ··himself spent. twenty,three years of 
nis life in the bush, arl.d he would not object 
to go again if he found it necessary to .do so. 

Mr. TAYLOR said thathe considered this 
was one · of the most .iU1p6r'tant ,q]Iestions 
that could be brought before the House>at 
the present time. A. great deal had been· 
said on the subject of immigration depots, 
and he agreed with other honorable members 
in believing that such establishments would 
be very .useful; .but he would. defy the 
Government to carry out the suggestion, fov­
it would not be possible for them to send the 
people up to the depots, the expense would 
·be so great. A private employer of, labol' 
could send thirty or forty people in , two 
drays a distance of two or three hundred 
miles up the country~; but let the Govern­
ment attempt to do anything of the kind, and 
they would be called every name upon earth: 
for it. He had sent forty-two people up 
to his station on two drays, but if. the 
Government. were to do the like of that they 
would be abused by every. one for their 
barbarous conduct. Until the railways 
were opened for traffic, ·it would be noi 
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use tlrinking .of . establishing depots · in 
p):w .. interior.. Still, it was in the • back 
parts . of the e6loJly that the demand for 
laJior existed; and he was certain that if 
the people could be got up to the interior 
districts, there would soon be no unemployed 
in the colony. As to .immigration having 
reduqed wages, he ha.d not found it to be the 
case .. He employed a great.many people­
ab.out two hundred, altogether ; and he could 
assure the House that the rate of wages he 
paid had not been reduced to the extent of 
sixpence a week below what he paid seven 
years ago; notwithstanding all the immigra­
tion that had taken place. The honorable 
member for. North Brisbane, Mr. Brookes, 
seemed to think that·all the evils the colony 
l~boredunder,Y',Ilt the present time would be 
etiped by the Eeasing BilL But how could 
that be P . How coUld people improve· their 
condition by going on the lands, if they had 
lioi; so much as an axe to . begin with; and 
.had not the means to purchase a week's 
rations P He could assure the .House that 
any man who took,: land under the leasing 
clauses would not find it profitable to. employ 
families ... If.there was a large cotton growing 
district, it might pay to have famili.es there, 
because the women and children could be 
~mployed, during a certain period of the year, 
at least ; and the services they could render 
on a cotton plantation wo~la. be very valuable: 
A. great deal had been· sald by the honorable 
J:llember for North Brisbane, Mr. Brookes, 
ab?ut the squatters, and the way; they treated 
.those they employed ; but he should like to 
s.eethat honorable member's books, and ascer­
t;1in what he paid his men. He had no doubt 
he should find they were not paid anything 
too.much; and yet thoseJUen had to work 
very much harder than shepherds. And, as • 
for· the Land .Bill providing a resource for 
the unemployed, he did not believe that it 
.would do anything of the kind. He could 
tell honorable members that he had known 
:m,en leave. his· employment with· £300 or 
£400, and, .after going and investing that 
money in land, they had come back and asked 
him for employment. again ; because they 
.found that farming did not answer, and they 
had lost the whole of their savings in trying 
it. He thought this question of the unem­
ployed was a very difficult one, and the 
Government ·deserved great credit for what 
they. had done, except in the .. ease ·Of the 
honorable the Minister for Public Lands, 
.vhen he went to Ipswich. What the horror­
able gentleman did then was a great blunder ; 
but he thought it might yet be corrected. 
He. had been told that one of the r.esults of it 

• was that the men employed .on the railway 
had struck for six shillings a day, and that 
they would not work for less. He under­
stood that in a short time hence three 
sections of the railway would be completed, 
and the men now employed upon the works 
would. then be thrown upon the labor 
market. Now, how was all that labor 'to 

pe· .a,bsorbed R . If the relief. camps were to · 
cost <nearly~ • £1,000 a . week, as the horror­
able the Minister for Public. Works. had 
stated, he did not see where the. money 
was to come from. But, besides the nieil 
employed on the railways; some men had 
been induced, by the liberality of.. the 
Government. to the unemployed, to leav~ 
their employment on stations, where they 
received thirty shillings a week and rations. 
Again, the men were not employed upon 
useful work. The work they were employed 
upon was work that was made for them. It 
would be much better that they were.formed 
into road parties, and employed· in making 
or repairing roads, than kept in camps. . The 
men, however, could not be expected to go 
away and leave their wives and families~ 
The great difficulty in the way ·of dealing 
with the unemployed, was the women and 
children; and how that difficulty was to. be met 
he really did not know.. The proposal to 
give the men fifteen shillings .a week fpr siX: 
days' work was, he thought, a :v;ery good orie. 
It was. a very strong test. Fifteen shillings 
was a miserable pittance ; .but he did not see 
that the Government could afford to give 
more .. As to the immigrants that had been 
sent out, he thought that Mr. Jordan. had 
sent out •more . families than were .really 
wanted in the colony; and he had also sent a. 
great. many very questionable characters. The 
best system of immigration, he thought,,was 
the. one by: which those who ·wanted. labor 
paid half the cost of the passage, and the 
men themselves· paid the other half, . That 
was a very good system, arrd one that worked 
well, for the immigrants met with employ". 
ment as fast as they arrived. He supposeCI 
this discussion was meant. to be an expres~ 
sionas to what the honorable the Minister for, 
Public Works should do for the future in tlie 
case of the unemployed. Well, he thought 
it had been pretty distinctly declared.· that 
fifteen shillirrgs a w!iek was what should De 
paid for six days' work. That, he admitted; 
was a miserable pittance ; . but he did not see 
the Government could give more .. 

Mr. PUGH, in reply, said he did not 
anticipate that so long a discussion would 
have taken place upon hisinnocent-looking 
motion; but he did not think that any .hbn· 
orable member would regret that so much 
had been said; for, as the honorable member 
for the Downs had remarked, the 
question. of the most .important that 
could be forward at the present 
time. He was sorry ·the remarks of the 
honorable member for North Brisbane, Mr, 
Brookes, should ·have provoked the r~marks 
they did; and he was also ,s6rr.y that the 
honorable member had indulged in thos~ 
remarks. Still, he thought that certain 
motives ,had been unjustly attributed to that 
honorable member. .He could not agree 
with his honorable colleague. in believing 
that the Leasing Bill was to be the great 
panace3; for all the evils the colony at present 
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lalJored under, because people without means 
could not make any use of the land. What 
the people out of employment asked for in 
their petition was that they should be kept 
from starvation; and he believed the Gov­
ernment were prepared to grant the prayer 
of the petition, to that extent. The deputa­
tion who asked him to present the petition, 
informed him that every man whose signature 
was attached to it was out of employment, 
and was actually in want. Now, if the 
Government could employ people so circum­
stanced, and pay them wages sufficient to 
keep them from actual starvation, that, he 
thought, should be sufficient. If the Gov­
ernment could, by any possibility, sift out 
the loafers, and pay deserving men as much 
as would shield them from starvation, no 
more could be expected. He fully agreed with 
the honorable member for Port Curtis, that 
it would be well to establish labor depots 
in the interior, if it was in the power of the 
Government to do so ; but he doubted very 
much if it was. He remembered that the 
subject of establishing depots was brought 
up m the House some time ago by the hon­
orable member for the Leichhardt, Mr. 
Sandeman, but no feasible scheme of working 
them could be devised. He must say, that a 
great deal of the distress that existed in the 
colony was owing to the wholesale importation 
of so-called navvies ; and it was an important 
question what was to be done with them. 
1'here had been two thousand navvies 
imported for Messrs. Peto, Brassey, and 
Betts ; and there was ample evidence that 
hundreds of them had crossed the borders ; 
and consequently the neighboring colonies 
were now reaping the benefit of the expendi­
ture of this colony. He was glad to find 
.that there was no objection to the printing 
of the petition ; and it would be well that it 
should remain on the records of the House, 
and form part of the history of the colony. 
It was well there should be an opportunity 
of looking back and seeing, from such docu­
ments, what were the circumstances of the 
colony at particular periods of its history. 
For that reason, he should like the petition 
to be printed, and bound up along with the 
other records of the House. · 

The motion was then agreed to. 

NEW MILITARY BARRACKS. 
Mr. R. CRIBB moved-
That in the present financial "difficulties of 

the colony, it is inexpedient to extend the build­
ings at the military barracks. 
His reason, he said, for bringing forward this 
motion was, that he found by the answer he 
received to a question he put to the honorable 
the Minister for Public Works the other 
day, that a sum of £8,400 had already been 
expended on the new military barracks, 
and that it was intended to spend a 
further sum of £4,295. Now, he· was not 
prepared for such an answer as that ; 
and he thought that, in considering the 

5H . 

present financial difficulties of the colony, 
it would be very unwise for the Government 
to spend any further sum on the new barracks. 
Referring again to the answer, he found it 
stated that the £8,400 had been defrayed 
from the votes for " military barracks, " and 
"furniture for/ublic offices," and the balance 
it was propose to charge to the " military 
contribution, " under the Act 28 Victoria, 
No. 1. Now, the vote for military 
barracks .was £5,000, and no more. As to 
the maintenance of the military, he found, in 
the Act referrred to in the answer to his 
questions, the following clause :-

" Payment of so much of. the said sum as shall 
in each year be required shall be made ·monthly 
at the rate of forty pounds per annum for each 
man who shall be on service when the usual 
monthly return is made of officers and soldiers of 
Her Majesty's troops on service in the said 
colony." 
That was all the colony was called upon to pay 
-forty pounds per man per annum. He was 
not aware how many soldiers there were in the 
colony ; but all that Ministers could take out 
of the annual vote, after deducting the extra 
allowance for officers, was forty pounds for 
each man. The condition on which the mili­
tary barracks at the top of Queen street were 
handed over to the Colonial Government was, 
that they should build new barracks of some­
thing like the same value in another situation. 
He, for one, could not believe that the old 
military barracks were worth the money 
which had been expended on the new 
buildings. They had already spent £8,400 
upon them, and had exceeded their bargain, 
and they were asked by the Minister of 
Works to spend £4,295 more. They ought 
not to be called upon to do so ; it was an 
expenditure beyond their means. He per­
ceived, by the accounts in the newspapers, 
that more troops were coming here. He did 
not know why they were coming, or why 
they had been sent for. The House had 
never been consulted on the subject. He 
did not see what they were wanted for, or 
what the use of them would be when they 
came. He was no party to bringing them 
here. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY: You assisted 
in passing the Bill. 

Mr. R CRIBB : It was true, he did assist in 
passing that Bill ; but the honorable member 
copld find no authority there for sending for 
more troops than were in the colony aJready. 
He intended that they should go to no 
further expense in that matter. It would be 
a disgrace to do so under the present financial 
difficulties of the colony, when they did not 
know which way to turn for the money to 
meet those expenses that were absolutely 
necessary. He trusted the Government 
would give way, and allow the motion to pass 
without opposition. 

The CoLONIA.L SECRETARY said he only 
wished to make one or two observations on 
that question, because the matter stood on 
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. so very broad a basis that he did not think 
the House was likely to be influenced by the 
arguments of the honorable member for East 
Moreton. That honorable member had stated 
that the present erection had already cost as 
much as the ground, which had been given 
over to the Government in consideration of 
those buildings being erected, was worth. 
But the honorable member forgot that, not 
only was that contract between the Imperial 
Government and the colony in reference to 
the ground on which the present Treasury 
stood, but it was a contract also in reference 
to other grounds on which valuable buildings 
stood. For instance, the building in which 
they were then assembled was imperial 
property, and had never been made over to 
the colony. The hospital which was at 
present used in Brisbane was also an 
imperial erection, and when it was given 
over to the Colonial Government it was 
given over on the express condition that a 
certain amount of accommodation should be 
afforded for the military stationed in Brisbane. 
The offices of the Colonial Secretary's 
Department were also imperial property, as 
were several other buildings in Brisbane. 
Taking those facts into consideration, the 
House must see that not only a large amount 
of valuable property had been taken over by 
the colony, but the value of that property 
was largely in excess of the amount expended 
by the colony on behalf of imperial interests. 
Papers had been placed before the House by 
which it was shewn that the colony of 
Queensland had undertaken, on consideration 
of that property being handed over to them, 
to erect military barracks in Brisbane, 
according to plans sent out from the War 
Office, the plans to include a hospital and 
magazine. The Government had hitherto 
been engaged in nothing else but in carrying 
out that contract. They had not exceeded 
the contract made with the Imperial Govern­
ment, but the faith of the colony was pledged 
to carry out that contract in its integrity. 
But when the honorable member said that 
these buildings were erected for a handful of 
men, he forgot to read the preamble of the 
Bill-

" ·whereas Her Majesty has required each of 
the Australian colonies to contribute towards its 
own defence by paying an equitable proportion of 
the cost of Her Majesty's troops in proportion to 
the number of men therein respectively stationed 
Be it therefore enacted by the Queen's Most 
Excellent Majesty by and with the advice and 
cement of the Legislative Council and Legislative 
Assembly of Queensland in Parliament assembled 
and by the authoritv of the same as follows"­
Then, again, the first clause of the Act 
stated-

" There shall be payable in each and every year 
to Her Majesty her heirs and successors out of the 
general revenue of the colony of Queensland a 
sum not exceeding three thousand six hundred 
and forty pounds for the purpose of contributing 
towards the cost of Her Majesty's troops on 
service in the said colony." 

With reference to the remarks made about 
the Government having no authority to 
aut):J.Orise a larger number of troops to come 
to the colony, he might remark, that the com­
pany which was e:lc"Pected to arrive was exactly 
the quota to which this colony by the Act was 
entitled ; and which number, it would be seen 
by referenee to the papers placed before the 
House, had long ago been applied for. The 
honorable member stated that the Govern­
ment had no right to send for those troops. 
He (the Colonial Secretary) could not go into 
an argument at all on that point, because that 
was a question entirely between the Imperial 
Government and the Executive ; but. if the 
honorable member were to make a calculation 
as to the comparative expense of providing 
for the defence of the colony, by imperial 
troops and by troops engaged in the colony, 
he would find that the employment of the 
imperial troops was much the cheaper of the 
two. The only point for the consideration of 
the House was : whether the contract with the , 
Home Government should be completed, or 
whether they were disposed to dispute that 
contract. It was not as if the House was 
going into a question which honorable mem­
bers themselves had the power of determining. 
It was not as if it were purely a colonial 
question, in which their own rights only were 
involved. In that case there would be no 
difficulty in restricting the amount of work, 
and limiting the expenditure of money ; but 
this was a matter affecting the whole of the 
colonies. The contract was entered into with 
the imperial authorities, and the plans were 
sent out to the commander of the troops in 
the colonies. If they refused to carry out 
the works, they would commit a deliberate 
breach of faith. He did not think the House 
would do that. And what was the amount of 
expenditure they were called upon to meet ? 
There was, as he had already shewn, an Act 
of Parliament by which the sum of three 
thousand six hundred and forty pounds was 
annually set apart as a contribution for 
military purposes, and which required no vote 
from that House. He believed that the 
unexpended balance of that fund would cover 
the whole of the proposed expenditure. The 
question was one which the honorable member 
should not have brought before the House. 
The colony had received more than the value 
of the new buildings; and if it were attempted 
to repudiate the contract which had been 
entered into with regard to the erection of 
the military barracks, there was nothing to 
prevent an order being sent out by the 
imperial authorities to take possession of the 
whole of the buildings belonging to the 
Imperial Government. He trJisted that the 
House would not entertain the motion. 

Mr. STEPHENS thought the House ought 
to be thankful that the paper relating to the 
military barracks had been laid on the 
table. He had tried to get a little insight 
into sundry proceedings which might, to a 
considerable extent, account for the way in 
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which .the colony was getting into debt. He 
did not dispute that there was a contract, 
and that they had to fulfil it to the letter ; 
but he thought that every sum required for 
that contract should be voted by that House. 
That was another instance of the gross 
extravagance which had arisen in consequence 
of not bringing the matter before the House. 
He thought he could point out several things 
which the Government would not have ven­
tured to undertake, if they had first to ask 
the consent of the House. He always under­
stood that the contract entered into, was to 
the eftect that the old military ba~acks, and 
the ground on which they stood, should be 
made over to the colony, on condition that 
the Colonial Government gave in exchange 
five acres of land, in a better situation, and 
erected the necessary buildings thereon with· 
the same amount of accommodation. But it 
was now sought to be made out, that not only 
.the barracks, but the whole of the Govern­
ment buildings should be taken into account. 
It appeared to him to be simply an attempt 
to mislead the House. There were some 
things in the paper laid before the House 
which were rather important. In the first 
memorandum, they found that the Executive 
Council passed a resolution that the Colonial 
Amhitect should go on with the building, 
the expense of which was to be defrayed 
from the unexpended balance of the military 
contribution of £3,640 per annum. He 
believed the Government had no right to 
touch that sum of £3,640, except to the 
.extent ·of £40 for every soldier actually in 
the colony. He understood that the late 
Colonial Secretary,·,. Mr. Herbert, stated, on 
a former occasion, that the militarv contri­
but~~ would be voted by the House every 
;rear·; but it appeared that the ExecutiYe 
Council had deliberately passed a resolution 
to spend a certain sum of money out of that 
contribution of £3,640 per annum, without 
the consent of the House at all. In the 
second memorandum, it was st&ted-

" When the Imperial Government, at the 
request of the Queensland Government, agreed to 
cede the old military barracks and the buildings 
upon them, it was stipulated that the Queensland 
Government should erect buildings on the new 
barrack site, sufficient, according to the regula­
tions of HtJr Majesty's service, for the proper 
accommodation of the troops allotted to this 
colony, viz., three officers and eighty-eight rank 
and file. The barracks for the men have already 
been completed, but, as yet, quarters have been 
~rected for only two officers. According to the 
regulations, three officers are entitled to a mess­
room, with its kitchen and other appurtenances." 

The whole of that additional expenditure was 
for that one officer. And what was the next 
step ? Further on, in the same memorandum, 
it was stated-

" The plans before the Council are designed to 
complete the new barrac!,s, and to carry out the 
stipulation made with the imperial authorities, 
when they agreed to cede to the Colonial Gov-

ernment the valuable site and buildings of the 
old barracks. The Colonial Architect calculates 
tha& the proposed new buildings will cost some­
thing less than fifteen hundred pounds (£1,500.)" 
He believed it would be the opinion of horror­
able members that the utmost the Executive 
Council ought to have done was to passed 
a resolution to place that sum on· the Esti­
mates of the House. Instead of that, it was 
stated-

" The Council deliberate. '!:'his is a matter of 
contract ; besides, the1·e is every wish to. provide 
for Her Majesty's troops in Queensland the same 
accommodation as is provided for them in the 
United Kingdom, and in all other parts of the 
Empire. The Council advise, therefore, that the 
Colonial Architect be instructed to proceed at 
once with the· erection, as the full complement of 
the garrison may be expected to arrive shortly. 
The cost will be provided, as ordered in a former 
minute from the surplus of the military contri­
bution,' so fa1• as that fund will go ; and Parli~­
ment will be moved to gran& a further sum m 
case of necessity." 
The next memorandum shewed the gross 
extravagance which such a mode of procedure 
gave rise to. At the next meeting. of. the 
Executive Council certain plans were laid 
before them and approved, and a tender by 
lVIr. W. P. Wright, at £5,659, for the; erec­
tion of the hospital, magazine, and officers, 
quarters, was accepted. The estimate of the 
Colonial Architect was that they would cost 
something like £1,500. The Council, however, 
passed a resolution that the money was to be 
expended, and that it was to be taken out of 
the £3,640 provided by the Act. He would 
go no further ; but he would ask every 
honorable member to consider this subject, 
feelin()' assured that he would come to the 
concl{t'sion that it was absolutely necessary 
for the Executive to have th(l.Ntthority of 
the House for the expenditure of the public 
money. He hoped the perusal of that pap~r 
would convince honorablc members that It 
was absolutely necessary to put a stop to 
that unauthorised expenditure. He should 
support the motion of the honorable member 
for East Moreton. 

Mr. PUGH said he would have the greatest 
possible pleasure in supporting that inotion, 
espe~ially as it was shewn in that memo­
randum that the colony was about to be 
saddled with so much extra expenditure on 
account of the military. He could well 
understand that the work, which was esti­
mated by the Colonial Architect to cost 
" something like £1,500," should have cost 
£5,659, because that was all of a piece with 
that gentleman's usual estimates. He objected 
to the increase of the military. He found they 
were to have three officers and eighty-eight 
'rank and file. He was .uot aware that soldiers 
were qf any particulaibenefit to the colony. 
They mounted guard at Government House, 
and over the convicts, for which they were 
paid; and they also attended at the post 
office when the English mail ca?le in, whi~h 
was not a very military occupation. He d1d 
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p.ot. ~now an)Tthi~g, .but the pusillanimity 
·exhibited a short tnne ago when some distur­
bance of the public peace was apprehended, 
that called for an increase in the number of 
troops-an increase that would cost about 
£4,000.a year. He agreed with the remark of 
the Honorable Robert Lowe, in his evidence 
given before the committee of the House of 
Commons-" I don't think it is right to send 
any troops toN ew South Wales. .A. Govern­
ment of that kind is not fit to be entrusted with ' 
Her Majesty's troops." The latter portion 
of the document which had been laid before 
the House smacked strongly of a certain 
quarter. The honorable member at the head 
of the Government said that if they did not 
complete the contract, he would not be sur­
prised if the Imperial Government should 
step in and take away the buildings. In 
that document, however, he found the fol­
lowing passage -

" It appears that these buildings have never 
been formally given over to the Queensland 
Government. It has been estimated that the 
builaings in Brisbane erected at the cost of thfl 
Imperial Government, and the ground on whwh 
they stand, must be worth £50,000; whereas the 
entire cost of the new barracks, when completed, 
will be considerably under £15,000." 

Did that House. ever .co~template spending 
£15,000 on those bmldmgs ? No, never. 
They were told that those buildings had 
never been given over by the Imperial Govern­
ment ; and yet the honorable member at the 
head of the Government put tlrem in the 
sr.hedule of the Parliamentary Buildings 
Act, which provided for their ,sale. The 
first· schedule related to the Colonial Secre­
tary's Office ; the second, to the Telegraph 
Office ; the third, to the Police-office reserve ; 

.•. the fifth, ... to the :Parliamentary Buildings, 
Court-house, &c. ; the sixth, to the Post-office 
and Savings Bank ; the seventh, to the Survey 
Offi.ce ; the eighth, to the Hospital ; the ninth, 
to the Custom-house; the tenth, to the 
Commissariat, and so on. All those pro­
perties, which the honorable gentleman told 
them belonged to the Imperial Government, 
and for which they were bound to give some 
return in exchange, he had disposed of by 
Act of Parliament previously. He did not 
suppose that the imperial authorities, unless 
prompted to do so by interested persons in 
the colony, would ever attempt to take 
possession of those buildings. The only reason 
he could conceive for the increase in the 
number of troops was the desire for a little 
more pomp .and display on the part of a 
certain personage whose name he should not 
mention, but whose fine Roman hand he 
could detect at the end of that document. 

Mr. 'L'AYLOR saidhiij,,should join the honor-, 
able member for East Moreton in endeavoring 
to stop those works. If Her Majesty the 
Queen thought. proper to seize the buildings 
belonging to the Imperial Government, let 
them be seized, and the furniture could be 
removed elsewhere. Did the Premier think 

he had children to deal with, that he should 
threaten them in that way ? The high 
personage who had been spoken of as influ­
encing that expenditure would not remain 
long in the colony, and he would leave it, 
as it was at present, pretty much in debt. 
He hoped, however, that; what with the 
departure of some and the hoped-for depar­
ture of others, the colony would be able to 
get on better in future. 
· The SEcRETARY FOR PuBL~C WoRKS said 
the honorable member who spoke last had not 
made the sensible remarks he was in the habit 
of making. He might try to believe that 
what he had stated was true, and perhaps 
the honorable member for North Brisbane 
might imagine the same thing ; but he 
(the Secretary for Public Works) would 
put a few plain facts before the House, 
and leave them to judge how far it would be 
safe for the House to interfere with the 
arrangement that had been made between 
Her Majestis Government and the Govern­
ment of the colony. He '\Vould read .a des~ 
patch from. the Secretary of State, to shew 
that this colony had received very large 
benefits in exchange for the improvements 
they were then erecting. Some honorabl.e 
members imagined that, because the Govern­
ment had taken possession of those lands and 
buildings, they had a right to sell them ; but 
they forgot that Her 1VIajesty would have a 
right to take possession of them again if the 
Colonial Government did not carry out their 
part of the contract. A portion of the property 
which had been taken over from the Imperial 
Government had been sold for £30,000. He 
would now read the despatch from the Duke 
of Newcastle. It was as follows :-

" Downing Street, 
" 11th lfe bru:l.ry; 

"SIR, 
" I have to acknowledge the receipt of your 

despatch, of the 25th August last, No. 54, apply­
ing, at the req uMt of yom• Government, for an 
authority for. the transfer to Queensland of the 
present barmcks at Brisbane, and all other mili~ 
tary buildings, together with the ground they 
stand on, in exchange for a better site, and proper 
barracks to be erected· upon it at the expense of 
the Colonial Treasury. 

" I have to acquaint you, in reply, that the 
Secretary of State for War is willing11.to sanction 
this arrangement upon the conditions proposed, 
and upon the understanding that. the designs for 
the new barracks should be approved by the 
general officer commanding. · 

" As regards the transfer of the old barracks' 
and lands, and the conveyance of those taken m 
exchange, I transmit to you a copy of a ·circular 
despatch addressed to the Governors of the 
Australian colonies, on the 11th December, 1857, 
forwarding a copy of the Act 18 and 1.9 Victoria, 
c. 117 entitled ' An Act for transferrmg to one 
of He~· Majesty's Principal Secretaries . Of State 
the powers and estates vested in the Principal 
Officers of the Ordnance,' and I have to request 
that (no such Act having been passed by the 
Legislature of New South Wales previous .to 
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the formation of Queensland 'into a separate 
eolony) you will, as was therein directed, take 
an early opportunity to submit to the Legis­
lature the propriety of passing an Act for tl•ans­
ferring to, and vesting in Her Majesty's Principal 
S,0cretary of State for !he W ":r Departm~r;-t, 
>arious powers and capacrhes wluch are reqmsrte 
for holding and transferring public lands. 

" The Secretary of State for War will take the 
requisite steps t~ effect the. conveyance to the 
colony of the land now occupied as _barracks, and 
will give whatever other mstructwns may be 
necessary to the commanding officer. 

"!,have, &c., 
" NEWCASTLE." 

The Act referred to in that despatch was 
transmitted along with that document. It 
was quite clear, whatever honorable members 
mio'h.t wish to do, that the colonyhad pledged 
its~lf to certain things by the then Parliament, 
and it was incumbent now to carry out 
what. was . then agreed to. The contract 
which was then entered into was being 
(Jarried out under his direction. He· was 
not spending the whole of the money at once, 
but was endeavoring to spread it over as long 
a period as he possibly c~ul~. Honorable 
members who talked of wrshmg to see the 
:unemployed at work, were endeavoring. to 
throw out a great many more by stoppmg 
the necessary public works which ought to 
be .carried on. . The military barracks would 
(lOSt about £15,000, altogether, when com­
pleted; but the colony had alreadJ: realised 
upwards of £30,000 for the lands grven over 
by the Im11erial Government. The Govern~ 
rnent would still have the buildings in which 
honorable members were assembled, to sell, 
:after the new Houses of Parliament were com­
pleted. He thought . the Government had 
made a good . exchange ; but if honorable 
members '\Vished to repudiate what a former 
Parliament had done, they might expect that 
the present Secretary of State for the Colonies 
would, under instructions from the British 
Parliament; take back the property which 
belonged to the Imperial Government. 

Dr. CHALLINOR said he had some recol­
lection .of instructions that were sent out to 
Captain Wickham, the Goverumept Resident, 
to dispose of certain buildings and lands the 
property of the Imperial Government. He 
had also some recollection that, upon the 
repreJentation of Captain Wickham, those 
several buildings and lands were withdrawn 
from sale. Among those buildings was the 
observatory. In the despatch read by the 
honorable the Secretary for Public ·works, 
there was not the slightest allusion to any 
building but the Military Barracks. The 
honorable gentleman also referred to certain 
plans which had been sent up by the general 
officer commanding the troops in the. colonies. 
W,ere those the buildings to which these 
plans referred ? 

The SEcRETARY FOR PuBLIC WoRKs :"Those 
were the buildings. 

Dr. 0HALLINOR: Then he did not see whys,. 
the Colonial Architect should have .been 
called upon to prepare fresh plans, and why 
the nlans sent up by the general officer 
should have been set aside. With regard 
to the military contribution, the. Act did 
not say they were to spend £3,640, but 
that the contribution should not exceed 
£3 640 · and there was not a single word 
in the Act with regard to the provision for 
military buildings. How could there be, 
when the Act was passed before the contract 
was entered into f The Government had 
not the slightest right to spend a farthing 
of that money beyond the amount authorised 
by the Act. On looking over the paper 
which had been put into the hands of horror­
able members he was struck with the fact, 
that while the Colonial Architect said the 
building wauld cost £1,500, the. lowest 
tender was accepted for £5,695, or £4,195 
more than his estimate. When the honorable 
member, Mr. R. Cribb, asked the question, 
the other day, with reference to the co~t of 
the military buildings, he (Dr .. Cha}lm~r) 
was struck with the answer o,f the Colomal 
Secretary, and the amount put down to be 
expended on them ; and:Jl,e compared t~e 
amount with the cost of eretl'ting a gentleman s 
villa at Ipswich, which, tho-qgh it had been p~t 
up with eYery regard to coll'ifort and co~venr­
ence and finished in the best style, lhd not 
cost 'the amount put down fo~· tl~ose. milit~ry 
buildings. He was quite. confident m statmg 
that the amount of accommodatiol} provided 
in that gentleman's residence would be quite 
equal to . the am~~nt of !lc~ommodation 
provided m the military bu~ldmgs. Loud 
complaints had been made m that House, 
that a sum of £20,000 had been expended on 
the new hospitiil., which was a cut st~he 
building, capable of providing accommodatron 
for one. hundred beds ; but he would ask, 
would the military buildings provide accom· 
modation for twenty-five beds P He had an 
impression on his mind that some papers h~d 
been laid upon the table of the House,_ m 
which it was stated that the quota of soldiers 
to which the colony was entitled would be 
sent as soon as they could be spared. 

The CoLoNIAL i:lECRETARY : That was one 
hundred. 

Dr. CHALLINOR : He, for one,· did not 
object to that number. He. thought it was 
unadvisable that the metropolis of the colony 
should be utterly destitute of any ·regular 

\lforce. Circumstances might arise in whi.ch 
their services might be required. He did not 
think that was an extravagant number, and 
he did not complain on that account. ~ut 
with regard to the action of th~ Exe~utlve 
Council, it was another exemphficatron of 
what he had often said in that House, that 
"might was right." The Government had 
not .the slightest suspicion that they would be 
called to account for their doings. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : We laid the 
rapers on the table. " 
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Dr. CE:At.LINOR: His own impression was, 
"'that it would have been very much better for 
the Imperial Government to have taken back 
their property. There was no doubt the 
Government entered into a contract with the 
Imperial Government ; but he believed that, 
when the military buildings were erected 
according to the plans forwarded by the 
general officer in command, the Government 
had, so far, fulfilled the conditions of that 
contract ; but if it was found necessary that 
the additional accommodation referred to 
should be provided, he did not object to 
that; but he did object to the Government 
doing it without first obtaining the vote of 
that House, and falling back upon a fund 
which they had no right to touch. He 
recollected it. being stated by the l'ate 
Colonial Secretary, Mr. Herbert, that the 
military buildings could be put up for 
.£5,000; but now they were 'told. that they 
would cost £15,000. The question for their 
consideration was : had the Government a 
right to do wlmt they had done, without.a 
vote of that House P He would ask the 
Government, .whether the deed of grant had 
been alr(.lady 'made out for the military 
buildings? , .• 

The ATTORN:Ei~GENERAL : No ; the title is 
still in the grou:q.d. 

Dr. CHALLINo!•: But we want the title. 
The ATTORKEY-GENERAL: Then you had 

better take .the means to get it. 
Dr. C:HALLINOR: But, how long is this 

expenditure to continue? 
The CoLONIAL SECRETARY : That is speci­

fied, too. 
Dr. Cm1.LLINOR: Suppose another company 

should come here, .must other buildings be put 
up for them? The House, did not know the 
extent of the accommodation which might be 
required, and which they might hereafter be 
called upon to provide. He was sorry the 
honorable memher for East Moreton had 
worded his m0tion in the way he had done ; 
for, b<llieving that a contract had been 
entered into, he (Dr. Challinor) could not 
vote for the motion as it at present stood ; 

· but, if the honorable member would with­
draw the motion, and bring forward another, 
condemnatory of the action of the Govern­
ment, he would cheerfully support it. The 
explanations of the Premier reminded him of 
a saying attributed to Prince Talleyrand, who, 
when a Bishop, was upbraided for having 
used a profane oath-replied: "He did no~ 
swear as a Bishop, but as a Prince." But hilt 
(Dr. Challinor) would like to know, if the 
devil got hold of the Prince, where would 
the Bishop be ? And if the devil got hold 
of the Minister, where would the Premier 
be? 

The SECRETARYFORPUBtiCLANDS said that 
the temper of some honorable members on this 
question was, perhaps, not an unnatural one at 
this time ; m d it was not one that was 
unusually found in private individuals when 
placed in circumstances similar to those in 

which the colony was now :placed; and, indeed, 
he might say in all other colonies under 
similar circumstances. Honorable members 
who had addres~ed the House had alluded to 
the subject .under consideration as one 
that was not unfamiliar to then! ; and 
they must therefore be· aware that they 
were dealing with an agreement--,-one that 
had been recognised by the House by an Act, 
-an agreement entered into between the 
colony and the Imperial Government. Now 
he had not heard any honorable member 
deny that this agreement actually existed, or 
that it did exist at the present time. Well, 
honorable members having admitted that, it 
did appear to him, in listening to what had 
fallen from some honorable members, that 
there was little more than a feeling of 
remorse and regret expressed by them 
because of the change of circumstances that 
had occurred since the agreement was made 
originally with the Imperial Government ; 
and l1e thought it was very possible that if 
the change of circumstances had not taken 
place ; that if the colony was in as prosperous 
a condition as it was in a few months ago ; 
and that if the land the Imperial Government 
exchanged for the land upon which the ne'Y 
buildings were erected were as valuable now 
as it was at the time the exchange was made, 
in all probability there would have been no 
such opinions expressed as had been expressed 
in some of the speeches that had been delivered 
this evening. But, unfortunately, the times 
had changed, and there .was now a want of 
:p10ney in the colony ; and there was conse­
quently an absence of that value in the lands 
which they possessed at the time the 
agreement ,was made. Therefore, it was 
not unnatural that that which then 
was so satisfactory should . be deemed 
unsatisfactory now. But he thought honor­
able members would be unwise to allow such 

·a feeling as that to divert them from the 
course that had been pursued ; for if another 
course were adopted from that which. had 
been pursued up to the present .. time, it 
would amount to something like repudiation. 
If any action the House might take should 
have for its effect the stoppage of the works, 
he believed it would 'be the most unwise and 
the most inconsistent act that had ever been 
performed by the House. But it seemed to 
him that honorable members would not have 
objected to the carrying out of those works, 
or the completion of the contract, if it had 
not been discovered that the amount of 
money required was greater than was at the 
first expected, and that at the same time a 
great depreciation in the value of land had 
taken place. But he would especially refer 
to the amount of money necessary to com­
plete the contract. He would admit that it 
was a large sum, indeed, that was required to 
complete the remaining portion of the work ; 
but he could not, at the same time, omit to 
see tl:lht, under the contract, it was an abso­
lutely necessary expenditure. The last por-
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tion of the work was. equally as necessary 
as the first portion:----which some honorable 
members, as he was. surprise~ to find, 
attempted to deny. Some honorable mem­
bers had said that all that was necessary, 
under the agreement with the Imperial 
Government, was that the barracks only 
should be built, and that those barracks had 
been built. .Now, he thought that was a 
position the most unlikely for the Imperial 
Government to have left itself in. It was 
very unlikely, indeed, that the Imperial 
Government making an exchange, which it 
had not been denied in the House was advan­
tageous to the colony, would have attempted 
to place themselves, or, mther, the imperial 
troops that came to the colony, in a worse 
position than they were in when the agree­
ment was made. When the troops had 
possession of what was now the Treasury, 
and when tlle imperial buildings were 
altogether in their hands, and when the 
soldiers of the Imperial Government were 
living here, they had then what they now 
asked for, namely, a hospital. It was true 
they had not a hospital on the ground 
occupied by what was now the Treasury; 
but they had a portion of the public hospital, 
which was devoted to the civil portion of the 
colony as well as to the military. But 

"another change had taken place. The 
hospital was now altogether devoted to 
the wants of the inhabitants of the 
colony, and the portion formerly devoted 
to the wants of the military was no longer at 
their service. Now, the very natural condi­
tion was stipulated for by the Imperial 
Government in the contract, that a hospital 
should be built in connection with the 
barracks. Well, it came to this, that the 
erection of the hospital was more expensive 
than honorable members had any idea of. 
But was that a sufficient reason why the 
works should be stopped, and why the House 
should take a course that would amount to a 
repudiation of their agreement? Now; it was, 
after all, merely a difference of opinion as to 
the amount of expenditure the hospital 
should have involved ; and he would ask 
what contract, either public or private con­
tract, or building, did not come to a larger 
amount of money than was originally esti­
mated P He believed that no instance could 
be given in wl}ich .. such had not been the 
case. He thought, then, even for that reason, 
if there were none other, it womld be unwise 
to interrupt suddenly the agreement; for the 
stoppage of the works would have a most 
injurious effect upon the minds of the 
Imperial Government, on whose part the 
interruption of the work could be clearly 
put as a'breach of agreement by the colony. 
The Imperial Government, on their part, had 
carried out that portion of the contract that. 
was left for them to fulfil. Under the 
agreement, plans had to be submitted to the 
imperial authorities, and the plans were 
ultllllately approved of. It was also part of 

the agreement that the. imperial authorities· 
were to send out to the colony one general 
officer to approve of the buildings that were 
erected in exchange for those given to the 
Gov:ernment. Now, it was a fact, that one 
general officer-more than one, for it so 
happened that two generaLofficers who had 
come here had expressed their dissatisfaction 
with the buildings that were erected, unless 
the buildings were completed by the erection 
of another building which was now going on, 
namely, the hospital. It mu~jl; he thought, 
be clear to the mind of eve'ry reasonable 
man, that there must be a hospital connected 
with any military buildings for occupation 
by British troops, and he did not see why 
that part of the contract should not be.com· 
pleted as well as the other. Though it was, 
he admitted, an expensive work, it was .not 
so much so as to afford any reasonable 
ground for declining to carry it out; and he 
trusted the House would not come to a 
resolution, the effect of which would be to 
interrupt the work that was· going on. 

Mr. FrTZSIMMONS said he did not think it 
would be right to interrupt the carrying out 
of any agreement that had been entered into 
with the Imperial Government. The horror­
able the Minister for Public Lands had made 
some remarks to the effect .. that the works 
were objected to because oi:' the changed cir­
cumstances of the colony-

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : He 
did not mean to say that a change of opinion 
had taken place on the subject as a whole, 
because of the changed circumstances of 
the colony, hut that there was now an absence 
of. satisfaction with the contract in conse­
quence of the changed circumstances of the 
colony. 

Mr. FrTZSIMMONS : A ch~g~ of circum­
stances would not make any cfnge of right 
and wrong. There was onec'•circumstauce 
that had struck him as being very strange, 
and that was that the Colonial Architect 
should have stated that a building erected 
accordihg to the plans submitted would not 
cost more than one thousand five hundi·ed 
pounds-that the cost of erection would be .. 
under that sum; and y'et, almost immediately 
afterwards, he came and said that the contract 
should be taken for five thousand one hundred 
pounds. Now, either the man who did the 
like .of that was unfit to be the Colonial 
Architect, or he must have 1Jeen influenced 
by the Government to alterthe sum. That 
struck him as a singular matter, but he would 
not dwell longer upon it. There was one 
thipg he would like to know, and that was, 
whether the Government had a right to 
expend the money without consulting the 
House. If so, and if it was made clear to 
him that such was ,the case, he would be 
satisfied; but if not; if th.e Government had 
no right to expend the money without con­
sulting the House, they were decidedly in 
error in doing so. 
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The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said the main 
object of the. motion, and of the ·discussion 
upon it, was the stoppage of the expenditure 
OJ1 the military barracks. Now there could 
be no doubt, that in the despatch, and by the 
Act of Parliament that was passed in pursu­
ance of the recommendation founded on the 
despatch, the colony wasbound under engage­
ment with the Imperial Parliament to carry 
out those buildings. Some confusion seemed 
to have arisen in the mind· of the honorable 
member for~~orth Brisbane, N[r. Pugh, as 
to whether Her Majesty had not granted to 
the colony the old military barracks, and 
other imp~rial buildings, with the waste 
lands of the Crown. Now, the military 
barracks, the buildings occupied by the 
Legislature, the old factory buildings, the 
commissariat, and all those buildings that 
were vested. in the Board of Ordnance, 
were not included under the term " waste 
lands" .. They were special property, and to 
further the carrying out of the arrangement 
with the colony, an Act was passed in the 
Imperial Parliament divesting the Board of 
Ordnance of the buildings and the lands 
upon which they stood, and vesting them in 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
Now, under the agreement that was en­
tered into, not only were the ·old barracks, 
but all the ordnance buildings, given to the 
colony on condition that new military bar­
J.•a:cks were built, according to approved plans 
and specifications. And honorable members 
must bear in mind that the .title of tile 
colonial Government to sell or dispose of the 
present Parliamentary Buildings, and other 
buildings, depended on the faithful perform­
ance of the contract with the Secretary of 
St.ate with respect to the new barracks. The 
Government here had got no grant as yet 
from the .. S{lcretary of State , of those 
iml?erial bu.iJ;Jngs. There was a desp!1tch 
whiCh, for tne present, was as good as a t1tle ; 
but, on the other hand, the Colonial Govern­
ment had not yet· given a grant of the site 
of the new barracks to the Secretary of State. 
So Jar, therefore, the arrangement might be 
said to be as yet in an inchoate condition­
each party going on in the performance of his 
part of the contract, which would be completed 
only when both parties had completed their 
part of the contract. Unless the colony was 
prepared to surrender their right to the 
buildings given by Her JVIajesty, he did not 
see .that the J;!l'!Jsent proposition could be · 
carried out. Tli'linilitary had, of course, to be 
housed; and he did not see that the Govern­
ment had done anything very far wrong in 
proceeding with the erection of the requisite 
buildings. It might have been better that 
the money had been voted by the House, 
a,nd itmight be better now that the .House 
should'formally pass the.vote. For his own 
part, he fully approved of such a course, 
and he should always be glad when the 
House. acted, itself, in respect to money mat­
ters. If the question as to the expenditure 

of the money by the Government without a 
vote being . brought before the House . was 
raised in a ,~formal way, .he must say that he 
did not think the Government had done so 
much wrong. 'J'he question now was, whethe1· 
certain buildings necessary to be erected were 
to be erected. . Well, the colony was under 
an engagement with the imperial authorities 
on the subject-that was admitted-and 
could not withdraw from the engagement 
without giving up all claims to what wer& 
formerly imperial buildings. He must, 
himself oppose the motion, and he hoped the 
House would not consent to pass it. 

Mr. R. CRIBB, in reply, said he was sorry 
the Government had met the motion in the 
way they had. He was sorry they had not , 
acknowledged their mistake ; for that they 
had made a grand mistake was undoubted. 
The honorable the Colonial Secretary had 
met the question with his usual bravado ; 
and he had endeavored to make it appear 
that the whole matter rested on a broad 
basis. The honorable gentleman said tli0 
colony ought to give a fair equivalent for 
all the lands and buildings .that .had been 
granted by the Imperial Governm,ent, and he 
contended that that had not been done. 
Now, for his own part, he denied that in 
toto. The arrangement was, that the 
colony should erect new barracks on a 
convenient site equal in accommodation 
to the barracks that w.er(l given .up,. an(! 
nothing more. He. was a member of 
the House at the time, and, therefore, he 
knew as much about the agreement as did 
any member of the present Government. It 
was stated at the time that the expense of 
the new buildings would not exceed. £5,000; 
and to that amount of expenditure the Hons.&. 
agreed, as would be seen by the Estimates, 
passed in 1862 to 1863. Hemaintained that' 
that was the comp'act; and he defied any 
member of the Government to prove th&. 
contrary. .He remembered saying at ,the 
time that he thought the bargain to put ll,P 
new buildings, at a cost of £5,000, was r:;tther 
in favor of the colony ; but that there would, 
also be a benefit to. the military from the p:ew 
barracks being in a more healthy locality, . 
Now, if the Government required more money 
to complete the barracks,. why did they not 
come to the House and ask for it? The 
compact was, that the colony, in consideration 
of the lands and buildings given up by the 
imperial authorities, should erect buildings. 
upon an approved site, according to plans to 
be approved of by the military authorities 
at home. That, he contended, was done, and 
no member of the Government could shew 
from any records of the House. th!j.t it was 
not done. Jf the plans were produced,. it 
would be found that the contract was, on the 
paN.ofthe colony, completed in its integrity. 
It had been said that a title would not be 
gil:en to the lands, with the buildings that 
stood upon them, that were to be. given up 
by the imperial authorities, till the new 
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barracks were satisfactorily completed. But 
what was ·the fact P An Act was not only 
passed for the sale of those lands, but it was 
sent home, and was approved of. And, what 
was more, some of the lands had been sold, 
and· grants issued to the purchasers. The 
honorable the Colonial Treasurer next came 
down with a great flourish of trumpets, and 
after quoting the preamble of the Bill accused 
him of not having read the Act 28 Victoria, 
No. I. But what had the preamble to do 
with the matter at all ? It was only the 
ordinary preamble to a Bill setting forth what 
the Bill was for. It had nothing to do with 
the barracks whatever. But the first clause 
of the Bill said-

"There shall be payable in each and every year 
to Her Majesty her heirs and successors out of 
the.generaJ revenue of the colony of Queensland 
a sum not exc~eding three thousand six hundred 
and forty pounds for the purpose of contributing 
towards the cost of Her Majesty's troops on 
service in the said colony." 

Now, £3,640 was the maximum amount 
which the colony was to be called upon to 
pay; and that Act was passed inconformity 
with the despatch that was sent out by the 
Home Government. That despatch said that 
Queensland had been put down to contribute 
towards the maintenance of the military in 
the Australian colonies to the amount of 
£3,320 per annum ; but the colony went 
beyond that by £320 per annum. But the 
despatch further said that it would be unfair 
that the colony should pay that amount 
annually, as the full number of soldiers it 
was calculateci to provide for might not 
always be in the colony ; and it, therefore, 
1ixed the amount to be paid at £40 per man 
per annum .. Under the Act, then, the Gov­
ernment could not pay one shilling more; 
and they had no right to use, for building 
purposes, one farthing of the amount the 
colony was liable to pay towards the main­
tenance of the force. The. sum of £40 per 
man of course meant that the officers should 
have more· and the soldiers less. Bnt the 
Act had nothing more to do with the expen­
diturefor the new barracks than the man in 
the moon. An honorable member of the 
Government had said that by reference to a 
despatch, laid upon the table during a former 
session, the terms of the contract would be 
seen ; but no member of the Government had 
produced that despatch. The only paper 
produced was the secret paper from Govern­
ment House. Now, if that paper gave the 
Government the power of spending the 
money, there was no use for a Legislative 
Assembly. If something cooked at Govern­
m!')nt House authorised the expenditure of 
money, then the elected representatives of 
the people no longer had anything to do with 
the purse-strings. The famous despatch 
alluded to by the honorable the Minister for 
Public Works was !fated 11th February, 1863 

5r 

-a year after tl1e compact was made·-a year 
after the £5,000 was voted and the conrpact 
made. 

The CoLONIAL SEcRETARY: It was before 
the Act of Parliament was passed. . 

Mr. R. CnrBB : The Act of Parliament had 
nothing whatever to do with the matter. He 
had no doubt that all that was contained in 
the despatch, as undertaken to be done by 
the Imperial Government, would be done. 
The Imperial Government, unlike colonial 
government,~, never flinched from anything 
they undertook. Now, this colony had 
carried out their part of the contract ; and if 
the plans were produced it would be seen 
that such was the case. It had been said 
that if the works were stopped the conse­
quence would be an increase of the number 
of the unemployed. That was such a bare­
faced piece of argument, that he. would not 
further refer to it, The honorable member 
for Ipswich, Dr. Challinor, had said he could 
not vote for the motion, unless it was so 
altered as to blame the Government. Well, 
he must inform the honorable member, and 
the House, that he had put the matter as 
mildly as he possibly could, in the hope of 
inducing the Government to accept of it. If 
he had framed the motion in any way cor­
responding to his own feelings on the subject, 
it would have been a rattler. All that he 
said was:-

" That in the present financial difficultie• of. 
the colony, it is inexpedient to extend the build, 
ings at the military barracks." 

Now, what could be milder than that; He 
thought the honorable member could not 
help voting for that. The honorable the 
Minister for Public Lands had said that it was 
the changed circumstances of the colony that' 
called forth this motion. Now, he denied 
that such was the case. Honorable members 
had shewn that the colony, as represented by 
them, would not flinch from doing all it had 
undertaken to do. Had they not saddled 
themselves with taxation to an enormous 
extent to enable them to fulfil all their obli~ 
gations P ahd was it, then; to be said 
that it was because of a change of circum­
stances that this motion had been brought 
forward? It was the bounden duty· of the 
House_c_ · 

An HoNoRABLE MEMBER : To repudiate ? 
Mr. R. CRIBB : Yes ; to repudiate the 

action of Ministers who would take npon 
themselves to expend moneys they were 
never authorised to expend ; ahd such 
repudiation he for one would approve of. 
He would not detain the House longer at 
that late hour. He hoped the motion would 
be carried ; but whatever the result of the 
voting might be, his object was accomplished 
so far, that he had shewn that the Govern­
ment had been expending money recklessly, 
and had been expending money they were 
not authorised to expend. · 
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The question was then put, and the House 
divided as follows :- . 

Ayes, 7. 
1\'lr. Brookes 

,, Stephens 
, R. Cribb 
, B Cribb 
, Pu~h 
, Royds 
, Taylor. 

Noes, ll. 
Mr. McLean 

, Macalister 
, \Yatts 
, Palmer 
, Fleming 
, Saudeman 

n;: ~~:r::~~ 
Mr. Haly 

, Lilley 
, Bell. 

GOLD EXPORT DUTY ACT REPEAL. 
Mr. FrrzsrMMONS moved-
'l'hat this House will, to-morrow, resolve 

itself into a committee of the whole, to consider 
of an address to the Governor, praying that His 
Excellency will be pleased to cause a Bill to be · 
introduced to this House to repeal the Gold 
Export Duty Act, now in force, and to abolish 
all export duty on gold. 
He said he did not think there would be any 
objection to this motion. Until very lately, 
there "had been no attraction for gold diggers 
to visit this colony. There was, however, 
some inducement for them at the present ti!lle 
to embark in mining pmsuits, and in the 
northern districts with prospects, he thought, 
of great success. Under those circumstances, 
he did not think it would be advisable for the 
Government to throw auy obstacles in the 
way; but, on the contrary, he thought it 
would be advisable for the Government to 
render every assistance and every encourage­
;ment towards the development of the gold 

:lfields of the colony. If the motion should 
be accepted by the House, it would have 
the effect of sweeping away the whole of the 
obstructions that had hitherto existed to the 
advancement of gold mining, and would 
probably have the effect of bringing to the 
gold fields of. the colony some thousands of 
diggers from the neighboring colonies. He 
believed that no subject had ever been before 
the House of greater importance to the 
colony at large than the one he now brought 
under the notice of honorable members ; 
more particularly when viewed in connection 
with the circumstances of the colony at the 
present time, when hundreds of persons 
were walking about the streets in 
a .state of destitution from want of 
employment. The debate that had taken 
place to night would convince honorable 
members that it was absolutely neces~ary 
that something should be done for-that class 
of people at once ; and he was of opinion that 
the Government ought to offer a reward, as 
had been proposed by one honorable member 
in the course of a preceding debate, for the 
.discovery of a payable gold field. Not only 
that; but he thought that, in the present 
state of the colony, the Government was 
called upon to stimUlate, in every possible 
way .. they could, the development of an 
industry so valuable to the colony. It was 
evident, from the debate that had taken place, 
that the attention of the Government would 

have to be directed immediately towards 
relieving the distressed circumstances of the 
working classes ; and he must say that he did 
not know of anything that would so effectually 
tend to remedy ii!vte evil as doing away with 
all obstructions in the way of developing the 
gold fields. The amount of revenue derived 
from the export duty on gold was very 
trifling ; but, even if it were a .large amount, 
he would advocate the abolition of the duty, 
as he considered that the industry. of the 
diggers should be encouraged in every way. 
Since the gold fields were discovered iri New 
South Wales, a sum of money had been put 
in circulation in that colonv to the amount 
of about £24,000,000 sterling-and that 
entirely by the industry of the diggers. 
Such a powerful industry as that was 
therefore one that O"[lght not to be lost sight 
of in this colony. He believed there were 
large gold fields in thi~. colony ; and there 
was a large number of diggers in the colony; 
but, as he-having been one of the original 
members of the Queensland Legislature­
could state, the diggers in the colony had 
never been fairly represented. If the develop­
ment of the gold fields was encouraged, he 
had no doubt there would soon be large and 
valuable gold fields discovered. He· knew 
that some other honorable members were 
determined to take an active part in this 
matter, they being of opinion. that this 
matter should be dealt with by the Govern­
ment, and that not in a niggardly way, but 
in a way that would stimulate many 
experienced gold miners to the discovery of 
auriferous deposits. 

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER said that no 
doubt the sympathies of .the honorable. mem­
ber, who had brought forward this motion, 
were very strongly with the mining com­
munity, seeing·that he represented a district 
now rising in some extent into a great deal. of 
importance, in consequence of the Iate 
discoveries of gold in the neighborhood of 
Rockhampton. But honorable member.s · 
must look at what would be the results. of 
doing away with such a source of revenue as 
the export duty on gold, especially at the 
present time. As shewing how the develo.~­
ment of the gold fields, and the expenditure 
attached to the gold fields, affected the 
revenues of the colony, he would quote some 
figures from.a return he: .had received from 
the Treasury. He found, from that return, 
that there had been expended, from the first 
of June to the 30th of September last, 
£.1,912 15s. Sd., in wages, salaries, and for 
forage for officials attached to the gold fields ; 
while the revenue derived from miners' 
rights and licenses for the same per~od 
amounted to onlv £1,821 2sc lld.'-shewmg 
a loss upon the gold fields of more than £100 
during eight months of the year. He would 
also point out to honorable members, that in 
the other colonies the gold fields . were a 
source of considerable revenue. In New 
South Wales the revenue derived from the 
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gold fields amounted, in 1865, to £30,807, 
while the expenditure connected with them 
auwuntedto only£13,815-leaving an absolute 
profit to the colony of nearly £20,000. In 
1866, he found that the probable receipts 
from the gold fields in New South Wales 
were set down in the Estimates at £30,000, 
and the probable expenditure at only £10,666: 
He had no doubt that all honorable members 
agreed with the honorablemember for Rock­
hampton, that it was very desirable to 
encourage in every possible manner the search 
for gold, and the development of that 
industry ; particularly at the present time, 
when there was plenty of labor that might 
be diverted to the development of that 
industry. But the honorable member must 
acknowledge that the present was not the 
time to do away with any revenue that could 
be obtained; and till the honorable member 
could shew that the colony could afford to 
part . with some of its present sources of 
revenue, he was .afraid the House would not 
consent to .do away with even the £937 
that was derived from the export duty on 
gold. Lastyear the revenue derived from the 
gold fields amounted to £3,566 13s., and the 
expenditure connected with them to £2,695 
lls. 6d., which was something less than 
£l,OOO of actual profit to the colony. But 
that was nothing to the revenue .that was 
derived from the gold fields in the other 
colonies ; and when the expenditure on the 
gold fields in this colony was in excess of the 
revenue derived from them, he did not think 
the colony could afford to do away with the 
revenue from the export duty. He did not 
think the Government, without the express 
command of the House, would be justified in 
carrying on the expenditure necessary for the 
protection of life and property on the gold 
fields if the export duty was abolished. If 
the duty were abolished, the Government 
would ·be compelled to do away with the 
police and other means employed for the 
protection of the miners. In New South 
Wales, last year, the revenue derived from the 
export duty on gold alone amounted to 
£20,000; and the whole expenditure upon 
the gold fields altogether was only £13,000. 
That shewed clearly that in other colonies the 
gold fields were looked upon as a source of 
revenue. Now, the honorable member for 
Rockhampton sought, by his motion, to make 
the gold fields in this colony a source of loss 
toe the colony .. He must say that he could 
.not agree with the motion; and he hoped a 
majority of honorable members would not 
agree to a deClaration that the rest of the 
colony should support one portion of the popu­
lation because .they were called gold miners. 

Mr. BROOKES said he hoped that in 
"Hansard" there would be a full and correct 
report of the speech of the honorable the 
Colonial Treasurer, because. it would be a 
most ·Useful speech for quotation the next 
tinie a motion was brought forward for the 
impo~ition of an export duty on wool, tallow, 

and hides. The h<l'oorable gentleman had 
not used one argument that he could have 
wished him tq omit ; but had made out a 
clear argument in favor of the motion that 
was before the House a few nights ago for a 
duty on wool, tallow, and hides. As to the 
motion before the House, he must say that 
he did not agree with the honorable member 
for Rockhampton for one moment, nor did 
he believe that the abolition of the export 
duty on gold would ·in any way affect the 
production of gold in the colony, even though, 
the duty were double its present amount. 

Mr. PALMER said he "'ould support the 
motion, because he believed all export duties 
were bad, in theory, in principle, and in 
practice, and because he thought that instead 
of the diggers being discouraged they ought 
to be encouraged. and that as much as 
possible, and one of the best ways of 'doing 
so would be by abolishing the duty that 
was now placed upon their industry. The 
honorable the Colonial Treasurer had read 
some figures, which were no doubt correct, 
shewing the amount of revenue derived in 
New South Wales. from the export duty 
on gold ; but the honorable gentleman 
should have informed"· the House, at the 
same time, that in New South Wales 
tJ.e duty was going through a process 
of diminution towards its total abolition, and 
that in Victoria the duty had altogether 
ceased to exist. Now, honorable members 
might not be aware that the duty pressed 
very unequally upon the miners. But such 
was the case, and in this way : that all the' 
steer!].ge passengers in the steamers leaving 
Rockliampton for Sydney direct were 
searched, though the saloon passengers were 
not ; and why there was such an excoeption he 
did not know. But on board the steamers 
leaving Rockhampton for Brisbane no one 
was searched ; nor were any of the passengers 
by the steamers from Brisbane to Sydney 
searched. He thought honorable members 
would see, that by such an arrangement the 
duty could not fall equally upon all the 
miners. If a northern digger came to Bris­
bane, and then sailed by another steamer 
from Brisbane to Sydney, he escaped having 
to pay any duty upon the gold he might have 
with him. As to assisting to pay the 
expenses, the revenue from the duty came to 
only about £900 ; and he thought that if the 
duty were abolished the loss of that amount 
of revenue would be more than compensated 
for by the amount of gold that would, in 
consequence of the abolition of the duty, be 
brought into circulation, .and by the increase 
in the customs revenue on account of an 
increase of population on the gold fields. He 
considered it was most impolitic to impose 
this duty. It was a sort of class legislation, 
a kind of legislation that he always objected 
to.; and, therefore, if the motion we101t to a 
division, he would vote for it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS said 
he, for one, had a decided objection to taxes 
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on exports ; but honor~ble gentlemen must 
recollect that that duty was put on, not 
for the purpose of creating revenue over 
and above the expenditure. In New South 
Wales the revenue derived from that tax 
was greater than the expenditure, so that 
they could afford to reduce it. The 
duty was pnt on in the first instance 
for the purpose of reducing the charge 
for miners' rights. At the New South 
Wales and Victorian diggings that charge 
was thirty shillings, which the miners 
very much objected to, and preferred 
paying the export duty on gold, because it 
was not an excessive 01ie. It was not one 
that was felt, and the successful man alone 
had to pay it. Still, while he said that, he 
thought that the principle of taxing exports 
was a very erroneous one. But what would 
be the e:flect of reducing that duty P The 
Government must immediately increase the 
charge for miners' rights. which the miners 
strongly objected to. He thought that, as 
that tax had not pressed heavily on the gold 
digger, and was not one which had been 
specially objected to, it should not be 
removed. The honora:ble member for North 
Brisbane, Mr. Brookes, attempted to make 
some capital out of the remarks of his 
honorable colleague in favor of his pet 
subject, a tax on wool and tallow, but there 
was no· analogy between them. It was well 
known that wool and tallow produced a very 
large revenue to the country, but the gold 
miner produced no revenue at all. The 
export duty on gold was put on merely to 
avoid the necessity of increasing the ~)large 
for miners' rights ; and while he objected, on 
prineipie, to a tax on exports, he thought it 
yvould be better to leave the tax on gold as it 
stood. 

Dr. CHALLINOR said the honorable the 
Minister for Lands was quite right when he 
stated that the object of putting on the export 
duty on gold was not so much for the purpose 
of revenue as for the purpose of affording 
special protection to gold diggers. He also 
agreed with the honorable member for North 
Brisbane, Mr. Brookes, that the export duty 
upon gold did not affect the production .of 
gold in the slightest degree, and so far as 
the gold diggers themselves were concerned, 
the more they could multiply the one and 
~ixpences the better they would be pleased. 
:S:e did not think there was anything wrong 
in the principle of ·an export duty ; it was a 
mere matter of expediency. If it were right 
to raise a revenue for excise duties, he could 
not see how it could be wrong to put on an 
export duty on produce for the purpose of 
revenue, for if it were right to make the 
home consumer pay, it could not be wrong to 
tax a foreign consumer. The only argument 
against the export duty was, that it 
prevel).ted the home producer from competing 
with the foreign. There was certainly ·great 
cause for complaint in the matter referred 
to by tlw honorable member for Port Curtis, 

Mr. Palmer. He did not see why a search 
should not be made in vessels leaving direct 
from Brisbane to Sydney, as well as in thos,~ 
that traded between Rockhampton and 
Sydney. Ifit were necessary to search in 
the one case he thought it was equally 
necessary to do so in the other ; and, with 
regard to the distinction made between the 
steerage passengers and saloon passengers, 
it was one that was not made at home ; there, 
saloon passengers were searched: as well as 
steerage, and he did not think there was any 
greater honor attached to saloon passengers 
in this colony than there was in Great 
Britain. The honorable the Minister for 
Lands drew a distinction between the ten 
shillings paid by the miner and the amount 
paid by the pastoral tenant of the Crown, but 
the difference between them was this, the 
one had only sixteen feet square of ground 
and the other had, he did not know how many 
acres, for the same amount. The Colonial 
Treasurer and the Minister for Lands sup­
ported the imposition of an export duty on 
gold, on the ground that it was required to 
cover the expense of special protection 
afforded to the diggers. But if the same 
argument were carried to its legitimate 
extent, they should put an export tax upon 
wool, tallow, and hides, for the purpose of 
defraying the expense of the native police 
protection afforded to the squatters. If they 
took into consideration the whole of the 
expense incurred for the native police, it 
would make very sad havoc in the amount of 
revenue received from the pastoral tenants 
of the Crown. 

Mr. R. CRiim said the honorable Minister 
for Lands stated that the pastoral tenants of 
the Crown were heavily taxed. He denied 
it. They were merely taxed for the food 
they ate. He would oppose the motion, 
simply on the ground that it was really put 
forward to get rid of another motion for an 
export duty on other articles. 

Mr. FITZSIMMONS, in reply, said some 
remarks had been •made about the removal 
of the commissioners and the police from the 
gold fields, in the event of that ,tax being 
done away with ; ·· but honorable members 
would understand that protection was needed 
in every part of the colony. The commis­
sioners of gold fields acted also as police 
magistrates. The Colonial Treasurer did not 
appear to be well read up in: New South 
Wales news, or he would have known that 
the Treasurer of that colony had recom­
mended that, in the establishment of a 
national bank, the export duty on gold should 

, be entirely abolished. With what degree of 
justice could that duty be kept on until 
Januarynext, when it was to be abolished.in 
New South Wales and Victoria P They had 
been talking a great deal about getting 
employment for the people who were out of 
work, and he asked what could they do 
better for them than to throw open the gold 
fields? 
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The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY : So we do ; and 
we give them free passages to. get there. 

Mr. FrrzsiMMONS: The honorable member 
for Ipswich had made a comparison between 
gold and other materials. There was no 
comparison to be instituted between them, 
because gold would never change its value. 
Re thought the Government would do a 
great deal to injure the prosperity of the 
colony, if they did not abolish that tax. . 

The question was then put, and negatived, 
on a division, as follows :-

Mr. Fitz~~!~ns J Mr. M~~~~~t~~ 
,. Palmel~ , Bell 
, !,Alley , B. Crib b 
, Pugh , R. Cribb 
,, Taylor ,, McLean 
" Sandeman ,, Stephens 
,, ·wienholt , Fleming 
,, Royds , 'Yatts 

, Brookes 
Dr. Ohallinor 
Mr. Edmondstone 

, Reed 

STAMP DUTIES. 
Mr. BnooKEs, in rising to move the resolu­

tion standing in h1s name, said : I am sorry to 
introduce this motion at so late an hour of 
the night, because it involves a fundamental 
principle ; but, at the same time, I will quote 
;authorities, to justify the House .in acting 
upon it, if they think the circumstances 
warrant their doing so. The Stamp Duties 
Act is a very oppressive Act ; and it was 
introduced in a very unjustifiable way. 

The SPEAKER: We are not going into the 
Stamp Act now; we must, therefore, knbw.on 
what ground the honorable member brings 
forward his motion. 

Mr. BROOKES : I will go at once to that. 
The inadvertence which I refer to is the 
following : you, sir, put the question " That 
this Bill do now pass ;" I submit that the 
form sho:uld have been " That this Bill do 
pass." ~oved "That the Bill do not pass;" 
and you C!\lcided that that amendment could 
not be put. I came to you then, and said: 
" Will you, sir, be good enough to suggest to 
me some form in which I can put the ques­
tion ;" and I understood from you that you 
did not feel it within your functions to shew 
mehow that question could be put. Now, sir, 
I maintain, with all deference to the Parlia­
ment of' Queensland, and the heads of both 
Houses, that I had a right to expect from 
you•that guidance. In consequence of not 
receiving from you that guidance, the House 
fell into the inadvertence alluded to in this 
motion. My own experience and knowledge 
of the forms of the House failing me, anterror 
was committed, and if that error be not 
corrected now, the .consequence may be that, 
in some future time, when every member 
here is gone and forgotten, the House may 
be led by this precedent into serious 
difficulties. I will now refer to the authorities 
which point out the modes of relief. I will 
first allude to what I consider the less 
important authority, though I would have 
you unde1·staud t;hat I do not consider it to 

be an inferior authority in a legal sense to 
May. I quote from "Gushing," paragraph 
2394:-

" Where a Bill is sent from one House to the 
other by mistake, or is wanted in the originating 
Houae for the purpose of reconsideration, or for: 
any other purpose, a message is sent from the 
former requesting its return." 
I therefore have embodied in my motion a 
request that the Stamp Duties Act be returned 
by the Legislative Council for reconsideration 
by this House. My next authority is "May.~· 
I quote from page 437. · 

"If the Bill or clause be carried to the other 
House by mistake"-
And I maintain the Stamp Duties Bill was 
sent to the other House by mistake. If you 
do not like that, it was not only sent by 
mistake, but I will say it was sent by error; 
and if you do not like those two, I will say 
it was sent by mis-direction. 
" or if any other error be discoverea, a message 
is sent, and you have the Bill returned, or the 
clause expunged, or the error otherwise rectified 
by the proper officer." 
I would also direct the attention of honorable 
members to a foot-note on the same page. I 
think it is very applicable to this Bill ; ndr 
will the date of the authority,in the mind of 
any intelligent member of this House, detract 
from its present value-it ought, indeed, to 
add to its value. 

"On the 17th March, 1588, a private Bill was 
sent up with only four or five members, and the 
Lords took exception to the smallness of the 
number, and said 'that they had. cause to doubt 
that it passed not with· a general consent of the 
House, because it passed not graced with a greater: 
number,' and left it. to the consideration of the 
House to send it back in such sort as it was fit." 
Now you will understand, Mr. Speaker, that 
I do not wish to detain the House ; and it is 
with considerable embarrassment that I have 
brought forward this motion. It is not a 
trifling matter. We are overwhelmed by a 
Government Ministry. We have five Minis­
ters on the Treasury bench.. We are out­
numbered. ~I say that the Bill was not fairly 
or legitimately passed through this House. 
I say it with great pain, that it passed by 
misdirection from you, Mr. Speaker. I there­
fore move-

That a message be sent to the Legislative 
Council, req nesting that, in consequence of an 
inadvertence in the passing of the. Stainp Duties 
Act through this House, the said Act be returned 
for re-consideration. ' 

The SPEAKER : I feel quite confident-as 
confident as ever I did on any subject-that 
this motion cannot be put. In the first place, 
the honorable member stated I did not put 
the question as it should have been yut-that 
I put the question "That the Bil do now 
pass," and that I ought to have put it "That 
the Bill do pass." But our standing orders 
say that it should be put " That the Bill do 
now pass." Therefore, the Bill was passed in 
a proper manner. It is certainly not my duty 
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to give advice as to the manner in which 
motions should be made. An honorable 
member comes to me while the Bill is being 
passed, and asks me tp shew him some other 
way by which it should not pass. I never 
heard of .such a thing before. I am always 
ready to give honorable members advice, but 
I Will never give advice on such a question 
.as that. The honorable member has found 
somethin?; about a private Bill passed in 1558 ; 
but he should recollect that all ms.tters relat­
ing .to private Bills have been very much 
altered since that time. I am also very much 
at a loss to know where there was " misdi­
rection." The honorahle member quotes 

• t'May." As for quoting "Cushing,".thatis out 
!)f the question altogether, because we do not 

by. the American practice. Cushing quotes 
the practice of the American legislature, and 
we go by ours. May states the practice in 
the British Parliament to· be as follows :-

"' If a Bill or clause be carried to the other 
House by mistake, or if any other error be discov­
ered, a message is sent to have the Bill returned, 
or the clause;·expunged, or the error other.wise 
rectified by the. proper officer. In 1844, an 
amendment made by the Lord~ in the Merehant 
Seamen's Bill was omitted from the paper of 
amendments returned. with the Bill to the Com­
mons .. After all the amendments received by the 
QpinmonR had been agreed to, the Lords acquainted 

·.;tlie CorrimOJ?.S, at a co:r\ference, that another 
ltmendrrient had been omitted, by mistake, and 
desired their ctmcurrerice. But the Speaker 
having stated that, in his opinion, it would 
~stablish . a. most inconvenient and dangerous 
precedent if they entertained the amendment, the 
House gave. reasons, at a conference, for not 
taking .the. amendment into consideration, and 
the Lords did not insist upon it." 
I say; again, and I rule with the most com­
plete firmness, that the question was correctly 
put. If the House do not think I am right, 
they need not uphold my ruling ; but I say 
now this motion cannot be put. 

The motion. \Lccordingly dropped. 

TELEGRAPHIC EXTENSION (ROCK­
HAMPTON TO KEPPELi'BAl.}. 

Mr. Fl:rzsiMMONs; on rising to move the 
resolution . standing in his name; said the 
subject·of it was. one which had been often 
brought under .the notice of the Government, 
and . •anticipating • that they would not make 
any objection to it-indeed, he· had reason to 
believe they would entertairr. it favorably-it 
would not be necessary for him to say more 
in support of.. the motion, which was as 
follows:-

1. That; in· the opinion of this House, it is 
expedient, and of urgent necessity, that a branch 
line of telegraph be constructed, as soon as 
possible, between Rockhanipton and the Heads of 
Keppel Bay. 

2: That the cost of construction be defrayed 
out of the amount authorised to be raised for the • 
construction of branch lines of telegraph. 

3. That these resolutions be embodied in an 
addre.:.;~ to'Hi~ E1.cellmwy the Governor. 

He. did not anticipate any opposition to the 
motion from honorable members ·of that 
House. He believed it was well known that 
the trade at Rockhampton was increasing 
very much in importance, and the arrival and 
departure of ships and steamers might be 
taken as matters of daily occun·ence. The 
port itself was the centre of a large and 
flourishing trade, which, he thought, rendered 
it advisable that this matter should be 
brought before the notice of the Govern, 
ment. The want of early information in the 
town of the arrival of ships in the bay was. 
greatly felt at Rockhainpton. It often hap­
pened that a ship .arrived in the bay, and 
nothing was known of it until the captain:s 
boat came alongside the wharf at Rockhamp­
ton. The cost of constructing the linewould 
be unimportant. The distance w~s short, 
and timber of the best description cbuld be 
obtained along the line. He would leave the 
matter in the hands of the House. 

The· CoLONIAL SECRETARY said the Gov~ 
ernment was placed in a ·peculiar position, 
with reference to this subject. They had. 
no desire to stand in the way of the erection 
of the line, were it not that the present cir: 
cumstances of the colony rendered it unde­
sirable to incur any additional expenditure, 
as his honorable colleague, the Colonial 
Treasurer, had said, respecting· another' 
vote, that if it were carried he did 
not> know where the money. was to. be 
found. His honorable friend seemed to 
think that the cost of the line would be 
unimportant ; but he had forgotten to tell the 
House that it must traverse a distance cif 
something like sixty-five miles~. with half a 
mile of submarine cable. The cost would 
not be less than £2;300. . At the pre: 
sent moment the Government were scarcely 
in a position to carry it out; butlie,\~dmitte'd 
that something of the kind was !~cessai'y~ 
in order to facilitate communication between 
the bay and the town. He would suggest 
that the honorable member should witl1" 
draw his motion, and· the·~· Government 
would get a detailed estimate of the cost of 
the line prepared. If they found that 
the money. could be procured, they would be 
very happy to. construct the line. No great 
harm could arise from delaying the matter· 
until it was seen how the financial condition: of 
th~ colony would turn out. Hethoughtthe 
honorable member would do well to accept 
the proposition of the Government, who were 
really. favorable to the matter. 

Mf'~'p ALMER said there was an unexpended 
balance to the credit of the. branch line. of 
telegraph extension of £3,550 13s .. 7d.; whiqh 
mig)lt be applied to the construction of the 
proposed line.. . 

Mr. FirzsiMMONS said, that after the assm ... 
ance he had received fi·o1ll the honorablethe 
Colonial Secretary, he was .incliued to with~ 
draw his motion. 

The motion was accordingly. withdrawn. 
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THE IMPROY.EMENT OF THE N A VIGA­
TION OF THE RIVERS BRISBANE 
ANDBREMER. 

Mr. B. CRIBB moved~ 

That the follow'ing resolution, viz :-" That 
it is dPsira ble to stop further expenditure on the 
works for improving the navigation of the river 
between Brisbane and Ipswich,"-come to by 
this House, on Tuesday, the 2nd instant, be now 
rescinded. i 
He said~his principal reason for moving the 
resolution was that the sense of the House 
l1ad not been taken on the question to which 
it referred. The question was discussed, but 
through some slight error and misunder-

. standing at the time the sense of the House 
was n:ot taken upon it, and the motion was 
Jlassed without a division. He, therefore, 
felt it to be his duty, as the member for 
vV est M oreton, to bring the matter before 
the House. The improvement of those rivers 
was a subject which was always treated with 
ridicule when brought before that ·House. 
The necessary expenditure • was . spoken of 
.as ridiculous and extravagant. One would 
suppose that the expenditure referred to as 
being so exceedingly extravagant was some­
thing very large ; but<wh~J,t did it amount .to? 
He found, by the " Votes and Proceedings " 
·of t]le House, that there had been spent on 
the basin about £4,000; on the .Junction, 
£2,017; and at the. Seventeen-mile Rocks, 
£6,998 ; making, on the whole, a gross sum of 
£13,015 ... That expenditure extended over 
six years, from 1860 to 1866, being an 
.average of a little more than £2,000 per 
annum. That was the largest expenditure 
which had. been incurred in improving the 
rivers Brisbane and Bremer. He did not 
find honorable gentlemen complain of the 
expenditure on the .roads ; but he thought, if 
they compared the amount expended on'the 
roads with that spent on the improvements 
in, the. river, they would find the former 
greatly in. excess. It should be borne in 
mind, that •the roads were only for passen­
ger traffic, wl!ile the river was the highway of 
trade. By reference to the. "Votes and Pro­
·C()edings" of the Ho,Ise, it would be found that 
the following sums. had been expended on 
the road between Brisbane and Ipswich:­
In 1861 there w:as a sum of £1,000 placed on 
the. General, Estimates, and another £1,000 
on. the .Supplementary Estimates ; in 1862, 
th()re w'as bJ,l the :Supplementary Estimates 
£1,000, and on the Additional Supplementary 
Estimates, £1,500 ;. in 1863 there was 
.another £1,000 ; .. then, for · Bundambah 
}1ridge £700, and for a bridge at Goodna 
£250; in 1864, there was. placed on. the 
General Estimates a. sum of £3,6()0, and in 
.session number two there was another 
£1,000, arid on the SupplementaryEstimateH 
for the 'same year there was a further sum of 
.£1,000 ; in 1865, the sum voted was £1,756, 
and in 1866, £1,000- making, altogether, 
in six years, a total expenditme of £14,806 
for the passenger traffic on the road between 

Brisbane and Ipswich, with which no fault 
had been fonnd, while the £13,015 which 
had been spent in improving the river 
had been characterised as extravagant and 
wasteful. Then. again, he found on the· 
Estimates for 1860 a sum of £4,500 for the 
road from Brisbane to Drayton. He could 
not say how much of that was spent oli the 
road between Brisbane and Ipswich, but, 
probably, the lion's share. In 1861 there 
was a further sum for the same road of 
£3,250; in the same year there was a sum 
of £7,000 for the road from Brisbane to 
Dalby ; and, in 1862, the sum of £4,500 for 
the road from Brisbane to Drayton. He sup­
posed abont one third of that sum had been 
spent upon the road, between Brisbane· and 
Ipswich. At the same time, the road. was 
less passable now than it was seven years ago. 
Then, again, as to the expenditure upon the 
river. He was not an engineer, and, there" 
fore, he would not venture an opinion upon the 
works ; but he might say that he· had heard 
gentlemen, who professed to know something 
about such matters, express strong doubts as 
to whether the Seventeen-mile Rocks should 
have been disturbed. The work carried on 
there had been a great expense. It had cost 
somewhere about £6,919 ; a,nd that expendi­
ture had always been thrown in the teeth of 
the honorable members for West Moreton, 
but the honorable members for West More­
ton were not consulted as to the amount. 
There was a report as to the clearing· of the 
river at the Seventeen-mile Rocks, dated in 
1861, which recommended that the SQuth 
rock should be blown away, and the shingle 
at the foot of the rook cleared away. The 
passage that would have thus been formed 
would, it was expected; have allowed such 
a body of water to pass through as would 
have kept the channel perfectly clear. NOW> 
he must say .that he thought that would have 
been the best way to secure a clear passage. 
There was just another thing he wo.uld 
mention, and it was this. The river com­
munication between Brisbane and Ipswich 
had always been spoken of as a trifling and 
unimportant matter. But 'he could inform 
honorable members that when he first came 
to the colony: there was only a small boat 
called the " Experiment" that went up and 
down the river. She left Brisbane at eleven 
o'clock in the forenoon, and did not reach 
Ipswich until four o~clock on the following 
morning. That would give honorable mem~ 
bers some idea as to what was. the ;state of 
the river then. A great part of the delay 
was caused by the boat having to wait at the 
junction of the Brisbane and the Bremer till 
the water rose sufficiently to enable her to 
get over the bar. But ,what was the case 
now ? There were five or six vessels of large, 
tonnage now employed upon the river between 
Brisbane and Ipswich, besides a considerable 
Iium ber of smaller vessels and sailing craft. 
Now, seeing that traffic by the river was 
increasing, he maintained that it was as 
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much the duty of the Government to take 
steps to deepen the river for vessels, as to 
improve the roads for vehicles. If the Gov­
ernment considered it justifiable to go to a 
great expense in proviaing railways for 
interior districts, he did not see how they 
could come to the conclusion that they would 
not be justified in expending a comparatively 
small sum so to improve available rivers as 
to render. them as navigable as possible 
for the class of vessels required. The 
Govflrnment, he held, were equallv called 
upon to remove impediments to the river 
traffic between Brisbane and Ipswich as to 
remove the bar at the mouth of the river to 
·enable sea-going vessels to come up to Bris­
bane. But there was another and a very 
strong reason why the navigation of the river 
above Brisbane should be improved as much 
as possible. As honorable members were 
aware, coal mines had been opened some 
distance up the river ; and, in several dis­
tricts, extensive deposits of coal were known 
to exist. There could therefore be no doubt 
that in a few years a large river trade in coal 
would be developed ; and if the river were 
sufficiently improved to allow vessels to go 
up to the mines, coal might become an article 
of 1arge export from this quarter, which 
would be a great benefit, not only to Bris- . 
bane, but also to the whole colony. The 
resolution that was come to the other night, 
unless it were rescinded, would preclude the 
Government from doing anything further for 
the improvement of the river after the end of 
this year. But, if the works were to lie 
stopped now, all the money that had been 
already expended would virtually bP thrown 
away. Unless the works at the Seventeen-mile 
Rocks were completed, all that had bePn 
·done up to this time would be useless, and, 
he believed he might say, worse than useless. 
It would be positively injurious, the cutting 
having been made so far, unless it were corn· 
pleted. He was gi•en to understand that, if 
the passage was cleared, the river at low 
water at Ipswich would be much lower than 
it used to be. He admitted that such might 
be the case ; but, on the other hand, the 
river would be deeper at high water. He 
was given to understand that if the works at 
the junction of the Brisbane and the Bremer 
were completed, the depth of the river above 
that point would be increased by about four 
or .:five feet at high water. For his own part, 
he saw nothing preposterous or ridiculous in 
the proposition for the deepening of the river. 
On the contrary, he held that it was a most 
useful and important work ; and he hoped 
that, as it had been commenced, 'the House 
would, by agreeing to his motion, determine 
that it ought to be continued and completed ; 
but, whether such" a conclusion should be 
come to or not, he trusted he would receive 
from the House a full expression of. opinion 
upon the whole subject .. ><-· 

The SPEAKER: I am sorry to say that this 
is a motion with respect to which there is a 

considernble difficulty ; for it really brings 
the same subject to be dealt with twice during 
the same session. That difficulty, however, 
might have been got over by simply moving 
to rescind the motion included in the motion 
now before the House. But, however wise 
the general principle of this rule may be, if 
it were too strictly applied, the discretion of 
Parliament would be confined, and its votes 
made subject to irrevocable error. A resolu­
tion may therefore be rescinded, and an order 
of the House discharged, notwithstanding a 
rule urged (April 2, 1601)-"That a question 
being once made, and carried in the affirma­
tive or negative, cannot be questioned again, 
but must stand as a judgment of the House." 
TeclmicaJly, ·indeed, the rescinding of a vote 
is the matter of a new question ; the form 
being to read the resolution of the House, 
and to move that it be rescinded; and thus 
the same question which had been resolved in 
the affirmative is not again offered, although 
its e:ff!ict is annulled. The same result is 
produced when a resolution has been agreed 
to, and a motion for brin~ing in a Bill there­
upon is afterwards negatived, as in the pro­
posed reduction of the malt duty in 1833. 
This difficulty might qe got over ; but there 
would still remain the greater difficulty that 
the resolution which it is now proposed to 
rescind has been sent to the Legislative 
Council. It is out of our hands now. It 
has been sent to the Upper House, has been 
adopted by that House, and has been returned 
by message to the Assembly. We cannot, 
therefore, discharge it, I cannot see how 
that difficulty is to be got over. 

The CoLONIAL SEcRETARY : I think it may 
be rescinded, though it may not be discharged. 

The SPEAKER : I think the one would 
follow the other. The motion has been passed, 
and if it is rescinded it must be discharged. 
But it has pall sed the Upper House, and we 
cannot rescind a vote that has passed the 
Upper House. 

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY : No ; but we 
are only proposing to rescind •a vote of this 
House, passed without a division ; and I 
think the motion might be rescinded so far as 
this House is concerned. If that could not 
be done the House would be deprived of that 
power of reconsideration that should always 
be possessed by it. 

. 'I.'he SPEAKER : That could be effected by 
withholding the resolution from the Upper 
House. 

The CoLONIAL SEcRETARY : I think my 
honorable friend gave notice of the motion 
now before the House the very night the 
resolutions were sent to the Upper Ho.use. 
The transmission to the other House of the 
reso"lution now desired to be rescinded escaped 
my notice. ' 

'['he SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : It 
appears to me that this is a new question 
that is before the House. 

The SPEAKER : The rescinding of the 
motion might be accomplished if the matter 
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rested. with . this House alone : but the vote 
having been sent to the other House, and 
having· been adopted by that House and sent 
back to this House, we have not the power 
to rescind it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: If the 
honorable member altered his motion in some 
way, and left out all mention of rescinding ; 
that, I think, would meet the objection. 

The SPEAKER : The mere alteration of the 
words of a motion, without any substantial 
alteration in the object of the motion, would 
not meet the rule. 

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY: But supposing 
a second resolution were added to the one 
now before the House, and that the motion 
so agreed to were transmitted to the Legisla­
tive Council for concurrence. Supposing it 
was this : that the motion before the House 
be transmitted to the Legislative Council for 
its concurrence. The reconsideration of the 
motion would then take place with the con­
currence of both Houses. Or it might be 
put in another form, and the second resolu­
tion might run thus : that the Legislative 
Council be invited to reconsider the resolution. 

The SPEAKER : I do not think we could 
rescind it ourselves. 

The CoLONIAL SEcRETARY : Well, the 
honorable member might amend his motion 
by making the addition I have· suggested, 
and thus get over the difficulty. 

Mr. B. CRIBB: I understand you do not 
objec.t to the rescinding of the motion that 
was. passed the other night. 

The SPEAKER : No ; if the motion had 
only passed this House. But it has gone to 
the other House, and has been passed by 
that House, and there was. a division in the 
other House upon it. 

Mr. STEPHENS then said he understood the 
object of the .honorable member in bringing 
forward this motion was to obtain the sense 
of the House upon it. Now, seeing it was 
a quarter past twelve, and that there was not 
a quorum present, he would propose that the 
motion be allowed to stand over to a later 
period of the day. He would, therefore, 
move that the House do now adjourn until a 
later hour of the day. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said he was 
astonished at the honorable member for 
South Brisbane bringing forward a motion 
that the House do now adjourn: The horror­
able member must be aware of the ch·cum­
stances under which the resolution was 
carried; and it ought to be the duty, and 
was the. duty, of all honorable members, to 
see that the matter was reconsidered. That 
waR all that was sought for with reference .to 
the motion. · He was not aware the honorable 
member for South Brisbane had any aut:ft"b­
rity for stating that there was not a quorum 
within the precincts of the House. · As to 
the motion now unde1' consideration, it was 
one which he thou~ht the House ought to 
agree to ; and he thought the reasons given 
by the honorable mover were amply sufficient 
to warrant the House to take the course he 
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suggested. He did not know if it was 
necessary for him to add anything to what 
the honorable member had stated;' and he 
did not know that anything he could say 
would add anything to the result ; nor did 
he know that any arguments he might 
advance, or any course. he might adopt, was 
likely to meet with approbation m those 
quarters where he was most entitled to be 
considered as most concerned; for he found 
that, in those qum·ters where it might be 
expected he was most concerned, he h(ld been 
generally misrepresented; ·and it had even 
been asserted that he was not present when 
this question was previously before the 
House. Honorable members, however, knew 
that that was not correct. The divisions on 
the series of resolutions to which the 
present motion referred was one of the 
largest that took place in the House when 
those resolutions were carried; and wl;J.y 
no division was called for on the one 
in question was beyond his comprehen­
sion. For his own part, he was under 
the impression that . the proposition of the 
honorable member for Maryborough was 
negatived, and it was not till the honor­
able member for West Moreton called his 
attention to the fact that he found the 

·decision of the House was the other way. 
But it was too late then to call for a division, 
and so the motion was thrown over. But to 
come to the subject of the motion, there 
had been strong reasons urged why the 
works on the ,river should be continued-as 
strong, at any rate;l!s any arguments that 
had been advanced against the works ; and. 
he maintained, that if the works above 
Brisbane were discontinued, the works at 
the mouth of the Brisbane must be dis­
contmued also, for it would be a monstrous 
robbery to spend £100,000 m opening 
the bar at the mouth of the river to' allow 
vessels to come up to Brisbane, if the 
expenditure of a few thousands in opening 
the river to the second town in the colony 
was to be objected to. He had always 
looked upon the opening up of the river as a 
matter that deserved to be very seriously 
considered by the House ; and he h.eld that 
they had no business to deepen the river 
above Lytton. They had no right to 
encourage large ships to come up the river, 
bringing with them, perhaps, the seeds .of 
some ravaging disease. He thought they 
ought to take the course that was adopted in 
all hot climates, which was, to keep sea­
going ships at .a distance from the capital of 
the country, That was the course adopted 
in India; and no large vessels were allowed 
to approach nearer Calcutta than Garden 
Island. Now, he thought the people in 
Ipswich were entitled to have the river above 
Brisbane cleared sufficiently for the vessels 
that were in the practice of plying daily 
between Brisbane and Ipswich. If only one 
half the amount that had been spent on the 
road between Brisbane and Ipswich had 
been spent in clearing the river, all that 
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the honorable member desired by his 
motion would have been effected. Now, 
what would be the position of this 
matter if the 'Government were called 
upon to stop the works ? Already nearly 
£20,000 had been spent in the purchase of 
plant necessary for carrying out the works ; 
and if the works were ordered to be discon­
tinued, the next proposition that would be 
submitted to the House would be one recom­
mending that the plant should be brought 
down the river, and employed in the removal 
of the Eagle Farm Flats. Now, that kind of 
selfishness altogether disgusted him. He 
was not aware that the people of Ipswich 
objected to the spending of money for: the 
deepening of the river below Brisbane ; and 
he did not see why it should be said by the 
honorable members for Brisbane that the 
expenditure for the deepening of the river 
above Brisbane was a wasteful expenditure 
of money. There was no wasteful expendi­
ture at present ; but if the works were 
stopped, there would be a wasteful expendi­
ture, for all the work that had been done 
would be wholly lost. Now, when honorable 
members came to consider the immense 
amount of traffic that was carried on the 
river-that at least two-thirds of all the 
traffic that came to Brisbane from the 
interior, and that went from Brisbane to the 
westward, was carried by the river-he 
thought it must be admitted that the amount 
expended upon the river was not nearly what 
its merits entitled it to ; and ther·e . was not 
the slightest doubt thl!,,p, if the col~ny had 
not been separated, ~ut had contmued a 
portion of New 8outh Wales, the river 
between Brisbane and Ipswich would have 
been cleared years ago. 

Mr. R. CRIBB said he was willing to move 
the adjournment of the debate till a later 
hour oft he day. 

Mr. SrEPHENS said he would withdraw his 
motion for the adjournment of the House, 
and move, instead, that the debate be 
adjourned till a later hour of the day. He 
objected to so thin a House coming to a 
decision upon the motion. There were only 
sixteen members present, and it would not 
be fair for so small a number to rescind a 
resolution that was passed by twenty-five 
members. It was clear, from the state of 
the House, that a division could not take 
place upon the motion. 

Dr. CH.A.LLINOR said he did not think the 
honorable member for bouth Brisbane was 
treating the honorable members for Ipswich 
and West Moreton with that amount of 
courtesy he ought to have' shewn to 
them- • 

Mr. STEPHENS rose, and said he understood 
the honorable member, notwithstanding the 
lateness of the hour, intended to make a long 
speech ; and, therefore, he begged to call the 
attention of the Speaker to the state of the 
House. 

The House was then counted out. 

Imm ig m.tion. 




