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LEGISEATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Wednesday; 3. Oclober, 1866:

Goveinor’s Salary Reduetion Bill; 19-—Fxport Duty on Wool,
Tallow, and Hides.-—Medical Act of 1861 Amendment
Bill.—Civil Service Act Repeal Bill, -

GOVERNOR’S SALARY REDUCITION BILL.

Mr. Puer moved for leave to introduce a
Bill to reduce the salary of His Excellency
the Governor. : g .

The motion was agreed to, and the Bill was
brought in; read a first time, and ordered to

be printed.: , o

Mzr. PueH then moved— .

- That, the second reading of the Bill stand an
order of the day for to-morrow: ,
Mr. PAarMER moved, as an amendment—

That the second reading of the Bill stand an
order of the day for this day six months. .

Tlie Covon1AL SECRETARY said he was not
aware the honorable member for Port Curtis
intended to offer any opposition to this Bill
at the present stage. wIt was his ‘own inten-
tion to oppose the Bill on the second reading,
but ag the honorable member had moved that
the Bill be read asecond time six months
hence, probably it was just as well the House
should now get over any discussion on the
subject, and dispose of the matter at once.

Had the Bill been a Bill for the purpose of

sottling the salary of future Governors of the

colony, it might have been met upon its merits;
but as it was introduced for the purpose of
reducing the salary of the existing Governor,
it was liable to objections of so serious

a charactor, that it might be dangerous for

the Houseto proceed with it ; and he thought,

considering that? and other circumstances,
the House would be justified in rejecting the

Bill.  The amount of salary which the

Glovernor now received was fixed by Act of

Parliament—by instructions from the Home

Government. Wlhen that Act was passed, it

was reserved for the approval of Her Majesty;
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_and 1t was not Hll that approval was obtained
that the Aot eame into operation:  He might
also state that, 1n the case of all Bills of this
kind—whether for the purpose of inereasing
the salary of the Governor or redueing it; or

for the purpose of increasing the salaries of

the Judges, or reducing them—the Governor
would not have power himself to assent to
them ; indeed, ‘he was specially prohibited
from doing so, and he would therefore have
to reserve it for the consideration of the
Home Government. There were two cases
of Bills of this kind, which settled the matter;
but he would refer to only one of them.
Honorable members would no doubt remem-
ber that some few years back a Bill was
introduced into the Victorian Legislature for
the purpose of reducing the salary of the
Governor of Victoria. That Bill was passed
by the Parliament of the colony, and sent
home for the royal assent; but the Bill was
disallowed = by the home Government, on
the ground that there could be no mterference
permitted with the salaries of = existing
Governors; and that as the salary was fixed
and settled by Act of Parliament, the Gov-
ernor was entitled to receive the amount so
fixed so long as he remained in the colony.
As to a measure for fixing the salary of
future Governors, the Home Government
would no doubt be prepared to act on 1t as
they might think proper; but as to the Bill
before the House, the same answer would be
. oiven to 1t as to the Bill that was sent home
from Victoria—the Home Governmentwould
disallow a Bill that affected the salary of the
existing Governor. = He would therefore
submit that, upon that ound alone, the
honorable member ought to withdraw the Bill;
and if he did not do so, that it should be
thrown out by the House. But, independent
of that, or anything regarding the present
circumstances of the colony-—and lic admitted
the colony was not in fortunate eircumstances
—he admitted there was a cloud hovering
over them, but one which he fervently hioped
would soon pass away—yet he would say,
taking the cirecumstances of the colony as
they now stood, and he was certain most
honorable: members would agree with him,
that the salary given to the Governor was
not too much for the Governor of a colony
like this. The Governor of Queensland,
like the Governor of New South Wales,
and the Governors of other colonies,
. required not only to entertain  illuss
{rious strangers, but also to give entertain-
ments of an expensive character in  the
colony, and he could not be expected to do
so at his own expense. He had made a
memorandum ‘of the establishments allowed
to the Governors of - other  colonies; and
he found that the cost of the establishment
of the Governor of Victoria was £3,000;
of Tasmania £2,500 3 and of New South Wales
£2.000, while the cost of the establishment
of the Governor of Queensland was only
£1,000. Now, surely if the Governor was
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10 be expected to kecp up any establishmont

at all; he could not do it on less than the
amount he now received. It was also to be

remembered that, independent of other eiv- -

cumstances, the Governor of this colony was
put to an expense to which no otlier
Governors were put to-—that while in New
South Wales the Governor was allowed a
Private Secretary, a clerk to the Private
Secretary;and an Aide-de-Camp,the Governor
of this colony, if he wished the services of
persons in such positions, would be compelled
to pay for them out of his own pocket. e
did not know if it was necessary for him,
and he eertainly did not desire, to occupy
the time of the House by going at any length
into this subjeet; which he fclt, so far as he
was concerned, was & delicate one, looking
at the position which he occupied towards

His Excelleney.  But what he said now he

said more as a private member of the House
than as a member of the Government, and
from a conviction that the House could not
offer to any Governor a less salary than
was now paid to Sir George Bowen. Hewas
not aware that the honorable member who
introduced the Bill liad ever, in the House,
assigned  any reasons for the reduction of
the Governor's salary. He must say, for
himself, that he had never heard the honor-
able member state that he thotght the salary
of the Governor should be reduced, and he

. did most sincerely trust the House would

hesitate before it mmtroduced a precedent of
passing a Bill,which, it was well known, would
not receive the sanction of the Home Gov-

- ernment—a, precedent which was not only

bad in itself, but which might give rise to
questionable results. In the event of the
honorable member for Port Curtis pressing
his amendment to a division, the Government
would support him.

Mer. Pugm raid the honorable the Colonial
Secretary had informed the House of what
every honorable member knew he was not
expected to do at that stage—that he had
not stated to the House any reasons for
bringing forward this Bill.  Had the honor-
able member for Port Curtis done him the
courtesy of allowing the Bill to'go to a
second reading before opposing 1it, he would
have stated his reasons for introducing it.
If the Bill was to be quashed at that stage,
there was no necessity that he should with-
draw it. He would therefore now go on to
state his reasons for mtroducing the Bill.
In the first place, he took 1t that honorable -
niembers and others had heard something
about the necessity for retrenchment; and .
10 honorable member had been louder in his

“demands for retrenchment than the honorable

member for Port Curtis ; and he thought the
best way, if they were to retrench in the
case of the Civil Service, was to begin at the

- top and come all the way down. It had been

said that the salary of the Governor had
never before been objected to in the House.
He admitted that such was the case, bub
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there was this very good reason for it—that
the salary of the Governor was fixed by Act
of Parliament, and 1t was for the purpose of
repealing that Act, and settling the salary of
this Governor, and other Governors of the
colony in future, that he introduced this Bill.
He doubted very much the vaticinations of
the honorable the Treasurer, that all would
be well in twelve months, and that by that
time the Government would have £600,000
m hand, which they would not be able to
spend. 1If thaf was to be the case, there was
no necessity for the House fo go on with
retrenchments; but, on the contrary, the
best thing they could do would be to raise
_ all salaries, from the Governor's downwards.
However, at the present time, honorable
~ members were condemning a measure they
had never seen, and which, consequently,
they knew nothing whatever about, except
_ 8o far as they were informed by the notice
paper; and he must say that he thought it

was searcely courteous to oppose the Bill at

the present stage. It was a most unusual
thing to do so, and he was not therefore
_ prepared with all he would have had to say
_in reference to the Bill if; as was customary,
15 had been allowed to go to asecond reading.
_ He thought the Bill should have been allowed
to go fo a second reading, and he wounld
certainly press the motion before the House,
in order that it might be seen who were the
real advocates for retrenchmen -
. Mr. PanvEr said that if the course he
had taken, of moving that this Bill be read
a second time that day six months, was not
the usual course, if it was an irregular
course, he did not mean by taking that course
to perform an act of discourtesy towards the
honorable member who introduced the Bill.
His only object was to endeavor to stop ab
the outset a discussion which he saw could
do no possible good; for every honorable
- member must be aware that even if the Bill
passed both branches of the Legislature, it
would not be allowed by the Home Govern-
ment. Another reason he had for opposing
1t was, that he observed honorable members
were putting a quantity of motions on the
notice paper, which there was not the slightest
prospeet of carrying this session.  The
_session was drawing to a close, and what was
_the use of putting motions on the notice
paper that would only provoke a discussion,
and end with the slaughter of the innocents?
. Mzr. R. CziBssaid the course which the
honoroble member for Port Curtis had taken
on that occasion was very unusual. Indeed,
it was unprecedented in that House, so far
as his experience went, and he thought the
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Government ought not to hav

e assented to

it.  As the Bill was brought in without any

objection being offered to it, th

e members of

Reduction Bill.

oppositicn to it. The amendment before the

House bemg submitted at the present stage
of the Bill, he could not otherwise regard
than as an attempt to burke discussion.
Such conduet shewed a great want of
courtesy, not only towards honorable mem-
bers, but also to the eonstituencies they
represented ; and he was surprised that the
honorable the Premier’s knowledge of poli-
tical tactics should not have prevented him
from falling into the trap of the honorable
member for Port Curtis. As to the Bill
itself, he did not see any objection to it.
There was no objection offered to the Bill
for increasing the Governor's salary, and he
did not see why there should be any objec-
tion offered to this Bill.  He did not see that
any of the reasons advanced by the honor-
able the Chief Secretary were sufficient to
satisty the House that they ought not to
discuss this question. That the Bill was
one of those that had to be reserved for the
sanction of the Home Government, was no
reason why the House should not discuss the
question.  As to what had been said about
the Bill to reduce the salary of the Governor
of Victoria; he did not see that it at all
applied to this colony; nor, if it did, would
1t justify the House in burking a measure of
this kind in its infancy. He hoped the
honorable member for Port Curtis would
withdraw his motion ; and he was sure that
ifthe honorable member had had a little more

. Parliamentary experience he would have

allowed the Bill to be printed. .
Mzy: FirzsimMmoNs said he would support
the amendment proposed by the honorable
member for Port Curtis, as he could not
approve of a reduction of the Governor's
salary. He would always support any pro-
position for enabling the Governor of
Queensland to support the dignity he was
expected to maintain. .
1. Groom said he considered that if the
House were to aceept the ipse dizit of the
honorable member for Port Curtis, and
reject a motion of this kind at the present
stage, the sooner they passed the Estimates,
and allowed the House to be prorogued; the
better. But he must dissent altogether from
a doctrine of this sort, because he could
scarcely see the necessity of the various
constituencies sending representatives to that
House, if discussions on motions of the sort
before the House were to be burked. He
was as anxious as any other honorable
member to see the session brought to a close,
that he might go and attend fo his own
business, but that was not a suffieient reason
for burking diseussion. If the amendment
should be agreed to, a strong impression

- would be produced in the public mind, that

some other influence had been brought to

the Government and other honorable mem-
bers shonld have waited till the Bill was
printed and circulated-—till they knew its
provisions and the extent to which it pro-
posed to go, before making any determined

bear in respect to a matter of

his kind, tha

AvE

a desire to bring the session to a cloge. The
honorable the Chief Secretary, before he
introduced the precedent of Victoria, should
have made himself acquainted with all the
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facts of the ease. Tt was well known that
Sir Henry Barkly had assented to measurds
that were obnoxious to the party in power;
that they, as it were, by way of retaliation,
passed a measure for reducing the salary of
the exigting’ Governor, but the people, with
whom Sir Henry Barkly was very popular,
petitioned against the royal assent being
given to the Bill; and it was in deference tothis
petition that the Queen refused to give her
assent to the Bill. Tt had been said that Sir
Henry Barkly was the best Governor Vietoria
had ever had, which ghewed the people
were right on that oceasion. . He would vote
against the amendment, but he would not
thereby pledse himself to vote for the Bill.
My Forsrs said he was surprised to find
stch an amendment proposed as the one
before the House; and he hoped he
mizht say that if the Honorable member for
Port Curtis had held a seat longer in that
House, he would not have been pguilty of
such an act of discourtesy. He was not in
favor of the Bill, but he considered it most
discourteous treatment, the way in which the
Bill had been received. Ie considered it
would be most injurious to pursue such a
coursé; and he would, therefore; vote for the
motion. ,

The SecrETARY FOoR Pubnic Tanps said
the arguments that had been used towards
the amendment of the honorable member for
Port Curtis were, he was free to confess,
those that prevented the Government making
any opposition to the Bill at the present
stage. Such an amendment, he must say,
did bear the appearance of a want of
courtesy, and also of a desire to burke discus-
sion ; but, admitting all that, he thought there
would be no difficulty now in arriving ab
a conclusion without any lengthened discus-
sion. It wasobvious from the title what was
the nature and extent of the Bill; and
if that were the case, and if honorable mem-
bers had: made up their minds that a Bill of
this kind should not pass into law, he thought
it was well the Bill should be rejected at
onece.  The honorable member who introduced
the Bill had said, as an argument in favor of
it, that the present state of the colony
required that great retrenchment should take
place wherever it was possible. Now, on
that very ground, he held that the Bill before
the House should now be thrown out.  As
honorable members were aware, 1t could not
conte into operation for twelve months from
the beginning of next year, as it would have
to be veserved for the sanction of the Home
Government, and, therefore; mo immediate
advantage would be derived from retrench-
ment m the way proposed by the Bill.. The
ground of immediate necessity for retrench-
ment would, therefore, not apply in this case,
and could not hold good as an argument in
support of the Bill. . The honorable member
for Drayton and Toowoomba referred to the
case of Sir- Henry Barkly, while Governor
of Victoria, and the reasons that induced

54
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to withhold the
rayal assent from the Bill proposing a redue-
tion of hig salary ; but the honorable member
did not allude to other and stronger reasons
why a Bill of this nature, proposing a reduc-
tion of the salary of the Governor holding
oflice, should not pass. There weré the same
reasons against reducing the salary of the
Governor holding office, as there were against
reducing the salaries of the Judges of the
land ; but; more than that, it must-be obvious
10 every one that the Governor of a colony
whohad such weighty influence in the passing
of laws by Parliament should not be under
any such mfluence or obligation that he would
require to curry favor with Parliament. So
it was with the Judges. They were placed in
a position of such independence of the Parlia-
nient and of the country, that a measure of
this kind might not be able to touch them.
He thought that, for those reasons, and
because of the late period of the session when
time was an' object with every honorable
member, the Bill had better be thrown out
at onco. ‘

Mg, Tavror said he could assure the House
that the Bill was not brought forward, as
appeared to be insinuated by some honorable
members; from private feeling of any kind.
He was consulted by the honorable member
before it was ‘brought forward, and he
advised that it should be brought forward, on
the ground of economy. The mind of the
House seemed to bein favor of redueing high
salaries; and he thought they ought to begin
with the highest salaries on the list. The
Goveriior had £4,000 a year, which was
a very handsome salary. As to his giving
entertainments to the public, what had the
House to do with that? There was some-
thing said, too, about the Goverror having to
entertain grandees. - Well, what of that?
They didn’t do the country any good. He
should oppose the amendment, as he would
support the motion ; and he must say, that
he thought the honorable member for North
Brisbane, Mr. Pugh, had not been fairly
treated, for he had been snubbed at the
very commencenient. ' ' '

Mz. MackENZIE said he did not think the
salary which the Governor reccived was at
all too high, or out of proportion tothe salaries
paid to the Governors in the other colonies.
He had previously spoken upon this subject,
but he did not in what he then said mean that
theBill shouldapply to the salary of thepresent
Governor.  If they were to reduce the salary
of the Governor; he thought there would be
some difficulty i obtaining a Governor at
all. - There was mnothing unusual or dis-
courteous in the amendment, for there was
a precedent in the case of the Bill to legalize
marriage with a deceased wife's sister.

Mr. R. Cribs denied that the cage referred

~to formed a precedent, or was in any way

analogous to the present amendunient. ,
Mcr. Brookgss said he thought enough had
been said to shew that it wds a dangerous
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thing to depart from the established or
ordmary rules of the House; for by that
. having been done on the present oeceasion,
honorable members had been led into a
discussion thatit would have been desirable
to avoid. He considered that it came with
. very bad grace from the Ministry to attempt
to choke off discussion in the way they had
attempted to do that afternoon. He should
vote against the amendment and in favor of
the motion, but without pledging himself, by
‘%0 doing, to support the motion.

. Mr. WinnsoLT said he would support the
amendment proposed by the honorable mem-
ber for Port Curtis. He would do so with-
_out desiring in any way to shew the slightest
disrespect towards the honorable member for
North Brisbane, Mr. Pugh, but: beeause he
did not see the slishtest use of going on, at
that period of the session, with a discussion
on a Bill that would not receive the royal
assent.
speech of the honorable member.for the
Western Downs, Mr. Taylor. He was sure
that no other honorable member would have
made such a speech. He was sure, from the
way the honorable member alluded to Major-
Generals, that he was not in the habit of
associating with gentlemen of that rank, or
he would not have spoken of them in the way
he did. -

My, M1rxs said the course adopted by the
honorable member for Port Curtis was not
taken for the purpose of shewing any dis-
respect towards the honorable member for

North Brisbane; nor had he himself any

such feeling in seconding the motion. He
seconded the motion simply beecause he
consideved the Bill was not likely to pass this
session, and that; even if 1t did, 1t would have
to be sent home for the royal assent.  As to
tlie Governor’s salary, he did not think it
was at all too mueh; and, as had been
shewn, it was the lowest salary paid to
the Governor of any of the Australian
colonies.  He would not have said a word
upon the present motion, but: for what fell
from the honorable member for the Western
Downs.  That honorable member had said
the Bill was brought in on the ground
of economy, and that he was a party toits
introduction.. Now, he would only refer
honorable members to the division lists of
the previous evening, for illustrations of the
honorable member’s ideas of economy. Tt
would be seen by those lists who were the
real economists, and who were not.. The
honorable member was one of those remarlk-
able economists who would swallow a vote of
£100,000, but would strain at a vote of £100
or £200. For the knocking off of £5 or so

from a clerk’s salary, the honorable member

was all there ; but when it came to the
voting of £100,000 fora gigantic swindle; like
_ the Warwick railway, there was the honorable
nmember supporting it.  "When the question
_ was the reduction of some paltry salary, the
 bonorable member was most indignantly

He regretted very much te hear the

v
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economical ; but when it was the voting of
3 large amount from which there was no
prospect of the country ever deriving any
benefit, the honorable member:zot liberal at
once. - If the honorable:member would give
his attention to the reduction of the large
amounts, he might be of some use; but he
seemed unable to rise beyond a paliry salary.
He was really disgusted with the honorable
member from the way he went on. The
honorable member for Toowoomba also
endeavored to read a lecture to the House ;
but he did not think that anything that fell
from that honorable member in that way
wotld have any influence whatever, or that
the honorable member would be able to guide
other honorable members one way or another.
Seeing thelength to which the discussion had
been carried, he regretted the Bill was not
allowed to go to a second reading. ‘
My, B. CriBB opposed the amendment, as
he considered the Bill ought to be allowed to

“goto a second reading.

The question, That the words proposed
to: be omitted stand part of the question,”
was then put, and the Tlouse divided as

follows :—

: Ayes, 8. Noes; 14,
Mr. Taylor. Mr, Macalister
s Brookes:  McLiean

55 Groom: 55 Bell

R Cribb, s Watts

45 B, Cribb. o Lillley o

5 Stepheéns. 5o Pleming

55 Forbes s Palmer

s Pughs 55 Miles
o Sandeman
sodackenzie
5o Coxen
5 Royds

iy, Pitzsimmons

i sWienholt:

The motion was accordingly amended, and
the question, that the second reading of the
Bill stand an order of the day for this day
six months was agreed to. :

EXPORT DUTY ON WOOL, TALLOW,
.. AND HIDES. '
Mpr. GrooMm moved— - -
That this House will, to-morrow, resolve itself
into: a committee of the whole to:consider the
following resolution :—*That mi address be pre-
sented to the Governor, praying that his Excel-
leney will be pleased to cause a Bill to be mtro-
duced: to this House to impose an export duty of
one halfpenny per pound on wool, one pound per
ton on tallow, and threepence each on hides.”

The honorable member said that, in intro-
ducing the motion to the House, he desired
at. the ountset to disclaim any intention of
introducing anything in the shape of
class legislation ; or that this motion should,
as some endeavored to represent it would,
impose an oppressive tax on a most influential
class of the community—a class which,
perhaps of all others, could at the present
time: least afford to submit to such a tax.
What be desired the House to do was to
consider this question in a cool and dispas-
sionate spirit. ‘He did not desire for one
moment to excite any antagonism between
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the different interests in the country,. but
would only ask that the question should be
considered on its merits; and if it could be
shewn that those persons who were: directly
interested in the subject of the motion eould
- not afford to bear this tax, and that the
assessments they now labored under, together
with the increased rents: of their runs, were
together equal to the tax on wool, tallow,
and hides; which he proposed, he svould be
prepared to withdraw the motion. Buf in
the absence of any information of a tangible
character that would be likely. to lead honor-
able members to a different conclusion, he
thought he was justified in asking the House
to assent to the motion. It was not to be
forgotten that the colony was now placed in
a very diflicult position, that it was in a fear-
ful state of bankruptcy, and that it had
become necessary to resort to extraordinary
measures to provide for the current expendi-

ture of the colony; in order to maintain its

- public credit. In accordance with that pro-
position, the House had consented to increase

the customs duties, and had assented; though

reluctantly, to an ad valorem duty. In
addition to that, the House had passed a
Stamp Duty Bill, which had not yet ‘become
law, but had passed through two stages of
its progress, and might on the following day
be read a third time. Now he looked upon
that Bill as being an iniquitous and oppres-
sive measure, and as one that was calculated
to trammel commetce to an extraordinary
extent, while he did not believe that it would
produce the amount of revenue expected to
be derived from it. It had been argued, and
with some degree of reason, that when
taxes were distributed = indiscriminately,
those who were best able to bear tfaxation
were those on whom it should fall. = Since he
gave notice of this motion he had made it
his study to read the speeches, on such
qiiestions, of some of the most able financiers
in the Imperial Parliament, and he found
that the same policy had been approved of
by them that was, that I such extra-
ordinary emergencies, the taxation should
fall upon those who were best able to bear
it. If they referred to the mother country
they found that attempts lLiad been made;
from time to time, to repeal tlie t#& on
hops, but the attempts had been nvariably
resisted, because that tax was considered to
fall upon a good subject. It was the same
with the malt tax, which it had been sought
frequently - to repeal, bub was always
opposed; on the ground that malt could
very well bear an export duty. Now,
arguing on the same line of poliey, in this
colony they would ‘be perfectly justified,
in their present emergency, in placing an
export duty on wool; tallow, and hides:  He
was the more induced to ask the House to
accede to this proposition because he found,
on looking at the statistics lately laid upon
the fable of the House, that since Separation
there had been a steady ‘increase in  the
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exports of the various articles which consti-
tuted the produce of the pastoral tenants of
the Crown. He found that, in 1860, the
amount of wool exported was 5,007,167
pounds ; tallow, 640 tons; and the number
of hides, 18,976. In 1862—wool, 8,163,612
pounds ; tallow, 1,503 tons ; and the number
of hides, 29,737. TIn 1865—wool, 12,251,841
pounds ; tallow; 1,940 tons; and the number
of hides; 45,511.. Now, from thoese figures,
it was clear that since Separation there had
been an uninterrupted course of prosperity
in the case of the pastoral productions of the
colony. Therefore, looking at that eircum-
stance, and Jooking at the finaneial difficulties
under which the colony at present labored,
and when they were compelled, nolens volens,
to tax everything that could be taxed, it was

only fair that the articles of wool, tallow, and

hides; should hear a measure of taxation.
He did not say that it should continus long.
He did not mean to say it was wise, if they
came to consider the question of export
ditties by itself; to adopt an export duty at
all. Tndeed his own reading would lead him
to come to a different conclusion. But
what they were now called upon to con-
sider was, the extraordinary position in
which they were placed, and that it was
absolutely necessary money should be raised
in order to carry on the Grovernment of the
country. He was 16t one of those who
agreed with the honorable the Colonial
Treasurer, that the amounts expected to be

raised by the extra taxation that had been .

imposed would be realised. ~ He thought the
honorable gentleman would find that of the
articles subjected to an ad valorem duty there
would Dbe a very marked decrease in the
imports ; and he would also find that those
who dealt with foreign merchants wounld at
once commence to reduce their orders o a
very considerable extent. He believed, also,
that the Stamp Aet, if it became law, would
be evaded, and he held that it was unjust to
levy such a tax when there.were articles
untaxed that could very properly bear to be
taxed. The Colonial Treasurer, according
to his financial statenent, expected to raise
from the stamp duty £35,000 ; and he appre-
hended the honprable gentleman had access
to official vecords and documents that would
enable him to make something like a correct
estimate. . Now, looking at the exports of
wool, tallow, and hides for last year, he
found that £32,000 would be obtained from
a: duty of a halfpenny a pound on wool, one
pound per ton on tallow, and three-pence on
every hide exported. It would thus be scen
that; if his motion were agreed to, there
would ‘be ro necessity for a Stamp Act. and
that it might therefore be done away with
altogether. But 1t might be objected that a
tax on wool; tallow, and hides would fall
unequally upon the squatfing community,
because of the far greater distance that some
had to bring their produce to the seaboard
than others: It had consequently been
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argued that a distinction should be drawn
between the Darling Downs squatters and

those who resided in the far north. Now,

he must say that he could not arrive at such
- a conclusion, because the squatters on the
Darling Downs had recently had their runs
~ assessed afresh ; and though he was one of
those who did not consider those runs were
vet assessed to their fair value, still the
occupiers of them had to pay much more
than the pastoral tenants m- the north.
He did not thercfore see there was any
ground for a distinetion being made between
the squatters in the two districts in respect
of a (éuty on wool; but this was a matter
of detail that might be settled afterwards:
Another thing ‘in favor of this tax was
that it could be easily ealculated; and, besides,

there would not be the slightest necessity to

increase the number of customs officers for
its collection. He might be told, by the
honorable ‘member for the Maranoa, for
instance, that if a tax of this kind were
imposed, large quantities of wool would be
sent down the Murray from the runs adjacent
to the horder of New South Wales; but
he had yet to learn that any large amount

of the exports of the country were sent that -

way, or that the gentlemen there had found
that it would be to their advantage to be
unconnected with Queensland.  Ashe before
observed, he did not wish to exeite anything
like antagonism between the imyporter and
the exporter; but he must say that he had
not lieard any argument advanced to satisfy
him why articles that were imported should
* be taxed, and articles that were exported
should be free—that was, why they should
have an ad valorem duty on all articles of

~ import, no matter what deseription, and not

impose a duty on any articles that were
exported.  He felt perfectly eonvinced that
the honorable the Colonial Treasurer, if he
should then be in the same position as he
was now in, would, on the re-assembling of
Tarliament; have to come down to the House
and ask for the imposition of a duty such as
this. In the Cape of Good Hope, where
there had been a great monetary depression,
in consequence of a severe drought, the
Governor had been compelled to send down
a message to the Legislature, recommending
_ the imposition of an export duty of three-
pence per pound on wool, in order to meet
the financial difficulty. It appeared to him
that this colony was almost in the same posi-
tion; and it was a very serious matter for
the House to consider, if they should not
assent to a small amount like this at present,
rather than run the hazard of having to
agree to a more ‘stringent motion by the
Government; in future.  He did not wish to
draw a gloomy picture of the colony ; but he
miust say, as one engaged in commercial
transactions, that to him the Government
did not scem fully to estimate the financial
position in which the colony was ab present
placed. It did not secm to be known that
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the banks were bringing a pressure to bear
upon persons cngaged in commerce, or that
a statement had been made in New South
Wales by a high commercial authority,
to the effect that a person who might
one day think he was worth £100,000, might
on the next day find he was not. worth £100.
There was the authority of the honorable the
I'reasurer of that colony for saying that the
pressure that was being brought to bear by
the banks was producing dire ruin amongst
the mercantile community. Now, secing
that  this colony was so intimately con-
nected  with  that colony in commercial
and pastoral pursuits, it appeared to him that
persons: engaged in business must more or
less suffer from such a course of action;
and, therefore, the House; he thought,
should not allow: the question to pass away
without a calm and dispassionate discussion
upon it. . He did not desive to draw any
distinction between the squatters, on the one
hiand, and commercial men, on the other; but
he maintained thiey ought to have the burden
of taxation to fall on the commodities that
Now, by the
figures he had quoted, it was clear there had
been a marked increase in the articles of
pastoral produce. = Besides that, according to
latest adviees, wool had advaneed twopence
per pound in England. Now; as it was very
probable that this advance would continue,
and as the amount of revenue from the
sources he had mentioned would come to
nearly £33,000, he contended that this was a
very fair and reasonable proposal, and onc
which those who represented the squatting
interest 1 the THouse should assent to;
because lie felt confident in his own mind
that such would be the marked decrease on
the anticipations of the honorable the Colonial
Treasurer; that next session he would be
compelled to come down to the House with a
proposal of some such measure or other of
taxation. It hadbeen observed by the honor-
able the Colonial Treasurer that he would

- regard this motion, if carried, as a vote of
_want of confidence.

He was surprised to
hear the honorable gentleman express such
an opinion, for there was no necessity for i,
The question was a very fair one for discus-
sion Were; especially at the present time, and
there was 1o necessity for any feeling of
antagonism about it. At a time when they
were laboring under financial difliculties;
when they felt compelled to effect retrencl-
ment in every possible quarter, and to be
careful of their expenditure, it was a fair

- time to consider whether they should not

impose an export duty on those commodities
that were bést able to bear it. - He trusted
the motion would receive the consideration
which, from its importance, it demanded.
He would not trouble the House with any
further remarks than to say that he wounld
supgest there should also be a halfpenny
charged upon every sheepskin exported from
the colony.  He would now leave the molion
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in the hands of the Honge; and he would say
that if it could be shewn that the increased
reats and assessments were equal to tho
amount of taxation he proposed—if if could

be shewn that this taxation; in addition; would

_ system of taxation.

be an injustice to the pastoral interest, he
would be prepared to withdraw the motion ;
but he would ask the House, in the mean-
time, to receive the motion in a spirit of
moderation, and to discuss it calmly and
dispassionately on the present occasion.

The Coronial, Trfisvrur said that, per-
haps, as this was a matter having reference to
taxation, he would be expected to say some-
thing coneerning it; and, in doing so, he
musk in the first place; pay a high compli-
met, indeed, to the honorable member; for
the very moderate manner in which he had
brought the matter under the notice of the
House.
temperate in his language, and had made ag
zood a case out as he possibly could. . How-
ever, in listening to the honorable member’s
remarks, he was compelled to understand
from him that he admitted that it was
unsotind in policy, and that he could not find
any writer of any mnote or importance on
politieal economy who advocated such a
He was rather glad to
find that the proposer of the motion admitted
those facts, because they wore facts that
must be taken notice of by all honorable
members who might address the House on
the subjeet.  The principal excuse offer¢d by
the honorable member for bringing this
exceptional measure before the notice of the
House was that the commercial interests of

_ the country were very badly off indeed, and

e

that the banlks would not discount their bills:

Now, if the honorable member would come
forward with a specific motion, stating that,
under the circumstances in which the colony
was at present placed, the wool-growers
should contribute largely for the relief of the
commereial interests, he could understand
his motive—he could understand his excuse
for introducing such a measure. He must
say that he could not observe any connection
between putting a tax upon wool to ruin the
pastoral tenants, and the want of means on the

part of the commereial interests here, on

account of not obtaining from the banks: the
accommodation they required to enable them
to carry on their operations. - Now Le must
objéct to the proposed tax, for various
reasons. He had searched very hard to find
if there were any arguments in favor of the
proposed tax, that would satisfy him of {he
reasonableness of the motion; and he must
say that if they existed he had failed to find
them.  Sueh a tax as this would, in its tend-
ency, atl %ﬁ, be a class tax in every shape and
form. It would, besides, fall very unequally,
and therefore operate very unjustly, upon
those {rom whose produce 1t was to be
raised. . All honorable members who had
travelled over the country were aware that
the nature of the soil and the nature of the
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climate differed very greatly, and that, in
fact, there were a great many inequalities in
runs. Some were good, and some were bad,
and some were very indifferent; some,
indeed; were so bad that nie one could live by
them. Now, while that was the ease, this
proposed tax would impose the same amount
on the tenant who liad a very bad run, and
who could only grow wool of a very inferior
description; whose produce would bring but
a small price, as it would wupon the
tenant who had a very good rin. The
motion would impose the same tax upon
the person who produced wool of an
inferior. ‘kind—of the value of,
pence per pound—as upon the person wlo
produced wool of a superior kind; wool that

~ would bring half-a-crown per pound. TIn that

respect, therefore, he felt that the tax would
not operate fairly as to producers generally.
Besides that, he had also an objection to the
tax, in consequence of the tendency it would
have to send stock out of the colony. There
could be no doubt, that if they were so devoid
of consideration for their own interests, or so
insensible as to the effect such a measure
would have upon the interests of others, as
to pags it into law, they must be prepared to
see the pastoral tenants, in many cases, take
up shearing stations in the adjacent colony.
For his own part, he would say thatif such a
tax were imposed, he shiould take care very
soon to have a station on the New South
Wales side of the border, where he would
have all his sheep taken fto for the
purpose of shearing. He should take
good care that his sheep should not come
under the operation of a reselution like this,

and he had no doubt that many other gentle-
~men would very soon follow his example.

He alse objeeted to thie motion; on the score
that it would not leave it open te the pur-
chaser of land to malke use of the land he had
purchased for whatever purpose he might
wish. Tf a person purchased land and fenced
it in, and made use of 1t for the purpose of
grazing, lie would be subject to this peculiar
tax ; while the person wlio purchased land,
and grew cotton upon it, would get a bonus

- from the Governnient for so cultivating his

land ; and the person who grew sugar would
have the benefit of a protection of £6 per ton.

'Tlie latter class of cultivators would not be

subject to an export duty on their produce,

-~ but, on the contrary, would virtully receive

a bonus. He must say that he could not
find anything at all that could recommend
He had no personal interest to
serve inthe matter; and he had no desire to

object-to any system of taxation that would

yield a large vevenue, and &t the same time
operate fairly as recarded the community.
But this tax; he held, would not do so.
believed; and he had no doubt that several
honorable members would inform the House
of the fact, that a greut number of the
pioneer siuattersof the country were now not
even ‘able to pay their renis, let alone

say, eight-
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~bear an export duty on their produce;
and he had no doubt many honorable members
would relate instances where the produce of

_ the wool, brought from far out stations, did

not not cone to much more than was
sufficient to pay the expense of its carriage
down, and of the carriage of rations back to
the station. All the vest of the expenditure
on the station consisted of outlay of personal
means, or of borrowed capital.  He believed
that three-fourths of the stations that had
been taken up in this country, during the
last five or six years, were In the position he
- had deseribed, and that they did not
yield returns equal to the expenditure.
aving such a state of matters coming
within his own experience, he was fully
sensible of the fallacy of such a system of
taxation as that now proposed, and he would
therefore submit that it was both undesirable
and 1mpolitic to resort to such an extra-
ordinary measure of taxation. For his own
part, he would oppose the motion.
_Mr. R. CriBB said the
Colonial Treasurer had given the, House
some very funny reasons for opposing the
motion; and one of them was; that the
squatters were not at the present time able

to pay their rents, far less bear such a

measure of taxation as was proposed by the
~ motion before the House: Now, he would
like to know why the honorable gentleman
did not advance some of those reasons a few
days ago, when he brought forward his

machinery in the shape of a Stamp Duties
Bill, for the purpose of squeezing taxation

out of the commercial community, who were
- 1n such a depressed condition at the present
time, that many of them had to take shelter
in the Insolvent Court. The honorable
gentleman, however, did not make any
_ allusion to the distress of the commercial
community, when he was only dealing with
their part of the question. The honorable
member for Drayton and Teowoomba had
informed . the
latest advices, the price of wool had
“advanced in ¥ngland to the extent of two-
penee halfpenny per pound. Now, the amount
of taxation proposed in the motion was only
one-fifth of that increase. Yet the squatters;
though being in so prosperous a condition as
regarded the value of their produce, objected
to pay the smallest portion towards relieving
the colony from its financial difliculty. The
honorable the Colonial Treasurer had also
told the IHouse, that if this tax were imposed
hie would go out of the colony, and have a
station on the New South Wales side of the
But did the
honorable gentleman really think he would
be allowed to do that?. He had put stamp
upon stamp on the transactions of commereial

men ; and did he suppose that he and other -

~ squatters would be allowed toavoid thelaw P
Did he expect he would be allowed to avoid
taxation ; or that, if he succeeded n doing
so In any instance, he would not be made
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pay the penalty ? As to the argument about
the tax falling heavier on one description of
wool than on another, or upon wool from one
quarter more than upon wool from another,
there was no force in it whatever, because the
difficulty was one that could be easily reme-
died. The schemes of taxation which had
been proposed by the honorable the Colonial
Treasurer, and which had so far passed
through the Liegislature; were most obnoxious
in their nature, as being oppressive and.
inquisitorial, whereas e seheme embodied
in the motion was in no respect obnoxious.
In particular, it was not inquisitorial in its
nature, nor would it be expensive in collec-
tion. ~All that would have to be done wanld
be to give in a return to the Custom-hd
of the quantity of wool laid down on the
wharf for exportation, and along with the

-retirn put down the amount of duty to which

such quantity of wool was liable, at the rate
of a half-penny per pound. There would be
no necessity for anything of an inquisitorial
character, because, if it should in any ease
be considered necessary to check the returns,
there would be nothing easier or less offensive
than to count the number of bales; 2nd calcu-

* late their aggregate weight. As he approved

of the proposition, he would support the

Mr. Brooxss said that; in anticipating the
probable eflect of the motion of the honorable
member for Toowoomba on the House, he
expected it would be treated with some degree
of coldness; but he must say he was not
prepared to find such a degree of stolidity on
the part of the House, with reference to a
motion of this character; as had been evinced
by honorable members. If it were supposed
for one moment that the motion was mtro-
duced from any other wish than that, at this
critical period of the affairs of the colony,
all taxation necessary to relieve the colony
from its difficulties should press fairly and
equally onall classes, he could only say that
those who thought so were under a very
great mistake. Hehoped that, in the remarks
Le had to make, nothing whatever would
escape him of an unfriendly or of an intem-
perate character.  He would endeavor to
open up the question as fairly as he could ;
and at the outset he might just observe that
the ultimate appeal would lie, not, in the first
place, as to the manner in which, or the ability
with which, the motion was brought forward ;
but the ultimate appeal would lie with the.
colonists, and if they saw that such a motion
as this, involving an important principle—a
principle that .commended itself to the
common-sense of every disinterested person
—was: not received m - the House with
favor; the appeal to them would be very
unfavorable  to those honorable members
who occupied a position in the House, and
who had not availed ‘themselves of the
opportunity of speaking to the question, but
had left themselves open to the charge that
this appeal to their sense of justice and fair
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play was to be in some degree decided by
- the mere force of numbers. He did not, of
course, entertain any sanguine hope that the
motion would pass at the present time ; but,
the time would come, and that shortly, too,
when 1t would pass. Tlere was not the
slightest doubt that, as the colony grew-—as
it grew in numbers and grew in intelligence,
and as 1t grew in material wealth—the
question now before the. House would be
raised again and agam; and about the final
issue of it; he had not the slightest doubt.
He must say that he did expect to hear from
the honorable the Colonial Treasurer some-
thing like a faint shew of reason why he
opposed the prineiple of the motion. But,
he would tell the honorable gentleman;
before he proceeded to examine his remarks;
what was the broad ground on which the
‘motion commended itself to the House and
to the colonists, and to the whole of the
colony. He found that, from Adam Smith
to Jobn Stuart Mill—and takmg also into
consideration every intervening writer of
note on political economy-—the prineciples
which Adam Smith laid down with reference
to taxation had become so venerable, and
experience had shewn them to be so impreg-
nable that John Stuart Mill called them the

four classieal maxims of Adam Smith. Now,

if the honorable the Colonial Treasurer, at a
time like this, when he was proposing, for the
first time, measures of taxation for relieving
the financial difficulties of the colony—if he
violated the first of those principles, which
every person of ordinary information was
aware of, or ought to be aware of, he could
only say that the honorable gentleman was
not possessed of that knowledge which the
House had a right to expect a gentleman
oceupying his position to be possessed of, or
that he was not actuated by a wish to impose
the additional taxation necessary in a way
that would be equitable. . He would read
that maxim for the information of the hon-
orable ventleman, if he did not already know

it. It was as follows :—

“The subjects of every state ought to contri-
bute to the support . of the Government; as nearly
48 yossible in proportion = to- their respective
abilities ;- that is, in proportion to the revenue
they respectively enjoy under the protection of
the State. In the observation or neglect of this
maxim consists what is called the equality or
mequality of taxation.”

Now, he found, on referring to the Statistical
Register, evidence that fully convinced him
that the pastoral tenants of the Crown came
within the application of that maxim. Tt
could be said, with reference to the pastoral
tenants of the Crown, that they derived
large revenues under the protection of the
State, and that those revenues were more
easily raised than were those of any other
class: whatever in the colony ; indeed, it
might be said that the immense area of the
colony had in a way been surrendered to
them, He found from the Stasistical Re-
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| gister of last year that there were 6,565,522

sheep, 753,314 head of eaitle, and 40,315
horses belonging to the Crown tenants in the
colony. He also found that the property
represented as belonging to the pastoral
tenants of the Crown— the money value
of it—stood, according to the estimate of
the Registrar-General; at £4,714,764 18s. 3d.

. That was tlie amournt of money for which
| the Registrar-General stated it was mort-

gaged ; so that he thought he might suppose
its actual value was somewhat more. But
he would remind honorable members that
that very large amount of money would not
be so large were it not for the fact, as had
been often stated in the House before, that
the value of the stock was not fairly com-
puted—that the value put down was beyond
the actual value. But that in some degree,
and, he might say,in a large degree, arose
from the fact that the valuation of the stock
included also the valuation of the stations
upon which the stock was depastured. In
the sale of a station; the stock was the only
property represented in the transaction, as
the station went with the stock. TIn other
words, the stock, besides their own value,
earried upon their backs, as it were, the value
of the sfation also. Now, he considered the
House was entitled to demand, at a time
lilke this, when the question was as o how
they could get money out of the people,
that the honorable the Treasurer—and this
was a perfectly fair question for any Colonial
Treasurer to entertam —ought to have gone
in the first instance to the pastoral tenants
of the Crown, and imquired whether they
were paying the amount that might justly
be demanded of them ; and if he found, on
reference to the Estimates laid before the
House, that in the estimate of the probable
ways and means there was expected to be
raised from this source not more than
£138,000—~that was to say, that the colony,
or by far the largest proportion ofthe colony,
was 80 held that it only produced £138,000,
which was almost equal to having the land
for nothing—he ought to have made them
the first subjects of additional taxation.

| Now, he would just take that opportunity

of expressing his utter and entire astonish-
ment, and his regret, that a gentleman
holding the position of the honorable the
Colonial Treasurer should have expressed
the opinion that it was unsound to tax
exports. Honorable members, he believed,
would admit that they had a right to expect
from a Minister of the Crown better infor-
mation than that. The honorable gentleman
ought: to have known better. But, asif to
make bad worse, he said he was glad to find
—and he belicved he was-—le believed the
honorable gentleman was relieved when he
came to the conclusion that authorities
were uot ab hand—he was glad to find
that his views, faken up without exami-
nation, fell in with the opimions of the
leading: political thinkers of the day. Now,
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the honorable gentleman never made a greater
niistake in hig life ; andif the honorable gen-
tleman had done him the honor to speal to
him on the subject; he would have referred
him to a passage which he would now read:
He hoped the honorable gentleman would
not run away with the idea that he wished
him to take his opinion. He'did not wish

him to do that, but he would have referred.
him to the last edition of the Encyclopedia |

Britannica, in which he found the following
remarks, which he would commend to the
attention of the present and of future
Colonial Treasurers =

“No doubt, were a country, which has no
peculiar facilities of production; to attempt to
ralse a revenue by duties on exports, other states
would do the same; and as the imports are almost
always as great, and commonly, indeed, miich

greater than the exports, a country which should

adopt. a system of this sort would most likely lose
as much on the onehand as it gamed on the other,
Or more.
¢ But when a country has any exclusive advan-
tages in the production. of one or more desecrip-
tions of commodities; duties on their exportation
would seem, if cautiously imposed, to be among
the best that can be imagined.  They must not,
however, be carried to such a height as to equal
the peculiar advantages enjoyed in their produc-
tion, nor to diminish matemally the demand for
them in foreign countrics.
' But supposing that these limitations are kept
in view, they seem to be, in most respects, unex-
ceptionable.”’
Now, that was the latest opinion he had
been able to get; and he found the article
concluded with these remarks —

¢ 8o long, mdeed, as the mercantile or protective
system was in the ascendant, any proposal for the
imposition of duties on exports would have been

~ scouted on all hands; and since its overthrow,
they have been regarded with much jealousy by
most writers on finance.

* But when the articles on which these dutics
are imposed are of the proper description; and the
duties are properly limited, there can be no botter
taxes.”’ "
He would put these quotations against the
crude and Ul-digested remarks of the honor-
able the Colonial I'reasurer; and he would
maintain that the honorable gentleman in his
speech had shewn that he had never inquired

into the subject; and he had rather preferred
to adopt the scheme of a Stamp Duties Act
han to use a proper and legitimate method
of raising money. He maintained that
it would %)e 4 standing charge against the
honorable the Treasurer, and the Government
of which he was a member, that they
had sought to impose on the colony such a

measure as a Stamp Duties Bill before they

tried a fair and reasonable export duty
on wool; tallow, hides, and sheepskins—a
duty which could have been collected without
one shilling additional expense, and which
would have been a far more equitable mode
of bringing the squatters to contribute to the
necessities of the Slate than a proposal to
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taisc the present rents and assessments.  1le
thought he had shewn phat the honorable the
Colonial Treasurer was far away from the
tracks of thic present style of thinking, in
supposing there was anything unsound in.
taxing exports ; and he might just say that
when he quoted the article on taxation from
the Fneyclopedia: Britannica, he was not
aware that it could be said he was quoting a.
writer who was excessively wide of this
particular view of the question. He did not
find that the remarks of that writer differed
from the opinions held by McCulloch and by

economy ; but he merely quoted them because
he had seen no remarks more appropriate to
the subjeet now under discussion. He found,
also, that the same writer stated that in Great
Britain export duties might be laid upon
coal and iron; and he spoke of such duties as
reasonable duties in Great Britain, and as
being among:the least exceptionable duties it
was possible to suggest. e also said that—

“Tow articles seem to be botter suited than
the sulphur of Sicily and the olive oil of Naples
to be charged with duties on being exported.
% % % % Had the Government followed an
uniform system; and  systematically enforced
moderate duties on their export, they would
have produced a considerable amount of revenue
without injuriously affecting the demand for the
articles.”’ :

- The same writer said-—

““ The tax on the opium sent from Indiais a
still more striking instance of an unobjectionable
duty on exports. It yields a large rovenue to
India, while, by raising the price of opium, it
tends to lessen its consumption by the Chinese,
to whom,; if taken in excess, it would be highly
injurious.  Hence this export duty is beneficial,
alike as a fiscal and a sanitary enpgine.” '

The point in this passage was In its reference
to India. Again, to shew how universally
the policy of imposing an export dufy on a
principal product was adopted, the writer
referred to the case of China, and here was
what he said - ' ; ~

“The Chinese lay a duty of about threc half-
pence per peund on tea svhen exported ; and it
has never been alleged that this duty has the
smallest influence on its exportation. It might
easily, indeed, be raised to threepence or four-
pence per pound.’”’

He also observed; that in the ease of Ceylon
—a Crown colony, be it remembered—a very
suggestive illustration might be taken from
that island; he found that when railways
were proposed to be made in Ceylon, and
money to be raised by loan for the construc-
tion of those raillways was authorised by a
Bill—he found that though a million pounds
sterling was authorised t0 be so raised for
the purpose of constructing the railways, the
Tmperial Government would not. sanchion the
Bill till a tax had been raised on the prin-
cipal staple of the island-—that was on coffee.
Now, he would suggest to this Legislature
whether 1t would not have been wiser not to



_ have delayed so long to impose a_reasonable
. export duty on wool, tallow, hides, and

~ sheepskins ; and not to have rushed into the
_money market till they had tried the resources

of the colony. The honorable the Treasurer
_ seemed to imagine that there was something
_ inconsistent in allowing a bonus upon cotton,
_on the one hand, and charging an export
_ duty upon wool, on the other ; but he thought
_he would not be misunderstood when he said
__that there had been a very heavy bonus for
_the production of wool for a great number

_ of years past, and the difficulty they now
had to contend with in this colony, and the

dificulty that had to be contended with in
every other colony, was the disinclination of
 those who had been henefited by that bonus
to pive it up. [He thought it might safely

_ be maintained that the giving of this bonus |

_in Australia generally, taking it as a whole,
had tended more to retard the progress of
_ Australia than any other single cause what-
_ over, and that was saying a great deal.
_ The Corontar TreAsUReR: 1fis saying a
_great deal too mueh. ' ,
. Mr. Brookns: It was the fact, neverthe-
less.  Now, m speaking of the bonus, as 1t

_ at present existed in respect to the produe-

_tion of wool, he migh{ point to the fact that,
according to the last veturns of the Registrar:
_General, there was something like six and
2 half millions of sheep depastured in the

colony, and he supposed thaf that number of |

sheep would represent nineteen and a half
millions of acres of country. He would
_give the squatters the cattle and horses 1in.
He would say nothing of them, though he

1n this

) _statement, as a proof of the
epasturing capabilities of the land. Nine-

teen and a half millions of acres, therefore,

~was the minimum ‘%uantity of land occupied

by the squatters

and how, he would ask honorable members,

did that contrast with the quantity of land

devoted to agricultural purposes? The same
returns said there were only devoted for agri-
culture—-actually employed for agriculture

purposes——14,414 acres, against 19,500,000

acres devoted to squatting purposes.  And, if

they wanted to know something about the |
working of that bonus—for he thought it was

fairly entitled to be called a bonus-“he would
point to the return that was moved for by

the honorable member for the Kennedy, Mr.

Kennedy, in the sccond session of 1863.
The honorable member moved, on that occa-
sion, for a return that would shew the
anount received by the Government as rent
and assessment for runs situated on the
Darling Downs 1in 1862; and, also, the
astimated capabilities of each of the runs in
shat distriet. . -

The Coroxiar Trmisurzr: They have
Jeen re-assessed since then. . -

Mr. BrooxEs: It was a return of the
sapabilities: of each of the rung

5B
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sheep.

o donbg they were fairly brought for-

at could be put down;

1pat i that
listrict ; and he found in the return of the

‘ Taﬂbw,“an(lﬂides;'

Daﬂing Downs Distriét’,"a'runkéaﬂed';Weéb;

‘brook —a_station in the occupation, he
believed, of f{he honorable the Colonial

 Treasurer. According to the return made in

- the second session of 1863, the honorable

gendleman paid for that ron £35 rent, and
£105 assessment on the estimated capability

of the run to carry 14,000 sheep; but he

found the run carried actually 47,000 sheep,

‘and 15,000 head of cattle, and, whatever the

honorable gentleman might pay now, it was

also to be borne in mind that the number of .

the sheep had been inereasing in proportion.
Well, he found in this return another run,
Jimbour, also in the district of the Darling

Downs, and, he believed, in the occupationof

the honorable the present Secretary for Public

Lands. He found here, there weretwo runs,

Jimbour and Coorangah,belonging to the same
honorable gentleman. The totalrent paid for
them was £85, and the assessment £255 on

the estimated capability of carrying 26,000 '
The occupier had been paying for

no more for a long while. He had been
paying on the estimated capability of the
runs for 26,000 sheep;

growing, he did not know what was. He

found another run, Etfon Vale, belonging

_to the honorable the present Secretary for

Public Works. .
The Seorerary vor Puprnic Works: No.
Mr. Brooxrs: Well, the honorable mem-

ber had had the bonus, nevertheless. The

- rent paid for that station was £50, and the

assessment £151 175 6d., on the estimated
capability of carrying 14,000 sheep and 1,000

_head of cattle ; but he found that the honor-
_ able gentleman consented to pay assessm ‘n(iis, .
ead
_of cattle.  He found also, threeruns inthe
' same district, Prairie, Dunmore, and Cecil
_Plains, the property of the honorable mem-
ber for the Western Downs. The rent paid

on very nearly 47,000 sheep and 23,000,

for those runs was £85, and assessment £200,
on an estimated capabilityof, alithree together,
carrying 10,000 sheep and 3,320 head of cattle,

when they actually carried 26,000 sheep and

7,000 head of cattle. Well, now there was
another remarkable instanee, and he only
_alluded to it because the same run might
turn up somewhere,no doubt,in the discussion =~
that would take place about the agricultural =
reserves, but he quoted it now in illustration
of the bonus on wool-—he referred to

Qanning Downs. The rent for that run was

£110, and assessment £320, on the estimated "

capability of carryinﬁ 28,000 sheep, and
2,560 head of cattle, whereas, at the time this
return was made, there were actually on the

run 61,500 sheep, and 7,088 head of cattle. .

Now, he did not think it could be shewn that

a heavier bonus existed than the bonus on
wool—a bonus that consisted of paying an.
assessment for only 10,000 sheep, when there

were actually depastured on the run three and

four times that number. When he looked .

) / U_t ,the _runs -
actually carried upwards of 91,000 sheep.
Now, if that was not a bonus on wool
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at the argument as it applied to cotton, he
was prepared to state that, whenever the
__cultivation of cotton had attained anything
_ atall like the magnitude of the production
_ of wool, and years and years before that,
__there would be no bonus granted on cotton.
But he thought the honorable the Treasurer
gave another instance of his mability to deal
with this fiscal question—lhe gave further evi-
dence that such questions were comparatively
new to him— when he spoke of the bonus on
cottonasbeing open to any objection whatever.
. The present, perhaps, was not the right time to
_go into that; but he would submit that it
was for the Ministry and for the House to
take a comprehiensive view of this question of
taxation. [t was not yet too late to retrace
thelr steps. [t would not do to bave the
_motion before the House demurred to on the
_ ground that it ought to have been brought
- forward by the Government. No doubt, it
would have come with far better grace from
the Government, if they pressed the matter
home, and said it should have come from the
_ Government; but that was no argument
why it should not be received with due
_consideration when coming from a private
_member; and he would ask the Mmistry
and the House to remember the position
that this question would, from the period
_ of this debate, publicly occupy. This was
a question that had been smouldering in
the minds of the colonists for years. Tt
was a question that had been agitated m
all the other colonies; and he thought if
would be a great triumph for Queensland to
_ be the first of the Australian colonies to lead
_the way fo a return to something like an
_ equitable system of taxation. He would
submit to the Ministry, that they had a fine

__opportunity of shewing that they could cast.

_ aside all party and personal considerations,

~ and act in a way that would remove any

 charge of trying to exclude thémselves from
bearing personally a fair share of the burden

_ ab a time when everybody had to bear an

extra weicht. And he might say, further, that
_the sooner this question was decided, and
_ peaceably decided, the better. It had been
clearly shewn that there was no valid reason,
_either going on the principles of political eco-

__nomy, or in the position of the wool-producing

interest, why that interest should not be taxed.
Now, he did hope and trust that honorable
members would not have a mechanical state-
ment made to them—one of those statements

_ whatever exeept an odious and inquisitoria.l

Tollow, and Hides. '

would arrive at a conclusion that would be
honerable to them. He had heard some talk
of an import tax being placed upon flour and
sugar ; now he would say that if they wished
to have a tax placed upon flour and sugar,
and if they expected to have it borne peace-
fully, it must come after an export duty on
wool, tallow; hides, and sheepskins; and
if the honorable the Treasurer required a
further sum of money, if he should find that
the taxes proposed by the motion before the
House were insufficient, lie could tell him
that the colony would then willingly bear a
tax on flour, on tea, and on sugar —any tax
stamp tax. : .
The Corowiar TreasuRez: It is the best
system of taxation. - -
 Mr. Brooxis: He would support the
motion. - , -
Mr. Warsa said it had not been his inten-

| tion to speak at all on this subject ; nor would

he now do so but for the extrancous matter
introduced into the debate by the last speaker,
and the question he put, or rather the threat
he held out, to the House at the opening of
his remarks, respecting the result of this
motion, if 1t should be contrary to what
seemed to be his views. The honorable
member said this was a question that would
not be settled here; and he supposed, when
the honorable member said that, he meant
not by the breeches-poclket eonsiderations of
honorable members here. but by an ultimate
appeal to the country. Well, upon that issue
he was content to have the question decided,
and in that way he was content to have it
dealt with. He was satisfied that when the
country didreview, not only this question, but
other questions that had been prineipally
debated in the House during the present
session—which had been dcbated so fairly
and equitably by the producers of wool—and
when the conduct of the honorable member
who last addressed the House was compared
with theirs—the result of such review would
be that the honorable member would be
found wanting. Talk of an ultimate appeal
to the country on a question of this kind !
‘Was it not the first duty of the House to
prevent taxation as much as possible? Tax-
ation was a following evil —an evil following
from expenditure which might or might not
be required ; and it was the outrageous
expenditure which the honorable member had
been 5o instrumental in fixing on the country

that fell free and easy from the lips of Minis-
ters sometimes—and which could only be
_accepted as an official excuse, costing ne
n He eould suppose

mental effort whatever.
. some honorable gentleman would now get up
~and say that he had listened to him for a

good while. but had not heard one single

_ arcument that had convinced him. But if
this question was to be decided in the Legis-
 lature, it should not be decided on any such
grounds; and he trusted the House would
_ fairly and properly discuss it, and that they

|

that had led to sueh an odious tax as this, or
the necessity for suchatax. On the previous
evening, the honorable member, untrue to
his constituents, untrue to the country, and

~to himself and his fellow-colonists; in every

respect, voted for the eontinuance of a work
which had been justly denominated as a
political swindle on the country ; and yet the
honorable member, who knew that as well as
any other honorable member knew it, and
who dared to denounce it—he, untrue to his
_constituents aud to the country, last night,
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for«retful of eveI'y duty under the ciream.
. stances that. should have prompted him—

~_gave his vote in favor of the continuation of

_that vile political swindle that entailed an

| outrageous expenditure on the country. It

_was disgusting to him, perfectly disgusting,
to hear honorable members get up in
the House, and talk about the breeches-
pocket tendeneies of other honorable mem-
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 fited by the Leasing Bill He called on
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proposmon for annihilating and checkmg
their rivals. On that ground, he ecalled
upon the honorable member who proposed
the motion to pause before he inflicted upon
his constituents, who would be greatly bene-

him not to do them an mg{ury by putting 3
chleg tax upon thetr industry and their
enterprise. The honorable member for North

bers.
Mr. Brooxrs: The return—
. Mr. Watss ¢ Let them move for any return
they hked. Those honorable members who
charged the squatters with breeches-pocket

Brisbane, Mr. Brookes, in the course of a
debate that took place not very long ago,
asked over and over again, what do wool,
tallow, and hides contribute to the colony P

That question was asked about fifty times

tendencies would themselves, by almost every
_ return that could be moved for, in which they
___were at all concerned, be convicted of being
actuated by breeches-pocket tendencies—
_ would be found voting for the continuance
of all manner of exbravagance, and bemg
the recipients, large vecipients, of the public
expendifure. He should oppose the motion,

~_which was so temperately and so properly

. Introduced by the honorable member for
Toowoomba. Heshould oppoeseit, for a very
sirong reason he had. Setting aside the
absurdity of the country taxing its own enter-
prise, and taxing its industry and its produets,
its chief exports——settmg aside that, which
was defiant of all the political economy and
_ all the advice of political economists—and
‘ fnotw1thstand1ng the observations that had
been made in support of the motion on the
authorlty of pohtwﬂ economists, he would
_oppose the motion for this one great reason,
_ namely, that the House had lately passed a
_ Billwhich he believed would call intd existerice
a most important and distinet class of colo-
nists—a elass of small stockholders. They had
now passed such a Bill as would enabls men
of small means to become farmers, producers
of wool and tallow, and he ftrusted that
_ before the House met again, they would see
- the colony studded over with that rival and
_ advantageous elass; and he opposed this
. _motion because he believed that to passib
 would be to nip in the very bud the efforts
_ and aspirations of that valuable eclass of
colonists.  Now, let it go forth that a man
who was commencing sheep farming in a
small way would be at once called upon to

_ pay a tax upon his produce, and he would

_venture to say that 1t would have such an
_effect that not even the much abused
~_ squatter, who was said to have nefariously
_designed the Bill, not even he would be
_ accused of havmw designed a scheme that
would more eﬂ'ectual]y keep from the land
_ the class which the measure was intended to
invite to the occupation of the land. They

ought not to let it go forth to the world that

the moment they called a frosh industry into
existence, they were prepared to chill 1t and
check it by taxation. If the proposition
_had come from fthe Opposition side of
_ the House, it would have been designated as
a piece of class legislation; for the benefit of
one class at the expense of anothel-—as a

over on one evening. Now, it seemed to him
to be havdly neceessary for any honorable
member to get up and state, in reply, what

.~ they contributed. But he would answer the

question by asking another. He would ask,
could any one go down the street, travel ‘
along any public road, or go down to the
Bay, or consider the vast number of people .

_ brought into the country, and the wealth '

embarked in industrial pursuits in the colony,
or consider the wealth the country was said
to possess, without being obliged to confess
that there were but three thinos that had

a(,tually led to such an advanced state of

civilisation as was everywhere shewn to exist
—and that those three products were wool,
tallow, and hides ? Wasit not these that had, ;
raised Brishane to its present state of pros-
perity, and that had given to Queensland the
high name it possessed P

Brishane be needed, would the banks
be needed, would the shipping that came

to their ports be needed, and would the

immigration that took place be neededP
Without the production of those articles,
without the value tliey had given to the

country, without the wéalth that had flowed

from them, from the industrial pursuits, and '

the capital connected with them, what would
this country have been; and what would iz
now be? After such areview, was it poss1ble -
to say that the produets had confributed
nothing to the country? Why, it was those

very produets —it was the wealth they

possessed, and were known to be capable of
possessing—that had given to the colony the
high position it occupied. It was to them
the colonists owed everything in the shape of

Government, in the shape of a colonial
existence, and in the shape of wealth. How,
then; the honorable member, with that
knowledge, which must be universal, could
get up and ask what they had done for the
country, was to him incomprehensible. Was
there another source of wealth, another pro-
duct, that had contributed one iota to the
expenses of the country P Was there another

source from which was derlved directlyor

indirectly, the means of carrying on the Gov-
ernment—the large expenditure of carrying

of Brisbane to carry on its business.
Mr. Miuss: Cotton.

but for the pro-
ductlon of those articles, would the city of

on the Government—and enabling the city
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. Mr. Waursa: As to cotton, he irusted
that it would become equally beneficial to the
_ colony, and would equally contribute to swell

_the revenue and assist in the advancement
{ the colony ; but as vet, so far, it had been
drag on the country. They had hitheito
_been paying a bonus for the production of
cotton, and what had been produced had

neither been a credit nor a benefit to the
__colony. For the ressons he had given, he

would oppose the motion ; and he sincerely -

-~ trusted that the day would be far distant
~when the House would ever be called upon

1o debate a similar question. The present

~ debate would reflect no credit on them. It
would be read and commented upon in other
colonies, and unless the motion were defeated
by a large majority, and defeated in such a
way that it would lead capitalists and persons

_ resident m other colonies to gee that there

. was no chance of its finding any favor in this
colony, the discussion of the question would

~_ only be another cause of hindrance to the

progress of the colony, and another reason
why capital should be withdrawn from the
colony, and why confidence in it should fail.
 Mr. Hary said he would not have
_addressed the House upon the motion, but
for one remark which was made by the
_ honorable member for North Brisbane, Mr.
. Brookes, towards the conclusion ofhis speech.

~ That honorable member said that nothing
~ tended more to retard the progress of Aus-

_ tralia than the occupation of the country

by the squatters. Now, he would give an

_ instance that would prove how fallacious
_ that argument was. They all knew that the
_ Government of South Australia had tried to
colonise North Australia; and they also

_ knew by the newspapers how sisnally they
. bad failed. And why did they fail? Because
they did not allow the squatters to go and
take up the country before they formed a
settlement. If they had allowed the squat-

' ters to take up the country first, they would

_ have succeeded in colonizing Northern Aus:
tralia. But they had not men of sufficient

 enterprise to go and do it. None but the
_drones of the towns went, and thiey made o

failure of it. Had they allowed the squatters
to go first-_men of enterprise and energy

_ who would have overcome all the difficulties,
they would have cHoeted a success, instead

 oft making a signal failure. The honorable
~ member, Mr. Brookes, read a long account
of the runs on the Darling Downs. Now,
he maintained that it was wrong to
judge of the whole colony by the Darling
owns ; and all the arguments the honor-

_ able member brought forward, based upon
the return he quoted from, only went in
favor of puiting on a tax of a halfpenny a
ound on all the wool that eame from the

_ Darling Downs for the payment of the debt
_ which the making of a railway there had
_caused. The honorable member’s argument
 would be good for that, but for that only.
 But why tax the squatters away up at the

|
|
|

 brought from the far interior, from runs

- Ho had two stations himself, and he co

_ The honorable member might read all th
. and hie would not convince him of the just

_about wool pgrowing in Australia. The
. honorable member also talked about the

the ad valorem duty at all.

Gulf of Caf’pentaria, who had yet. ége‘ry{,,

_ difficulty to overcome—who were not only

exposed to imjuries by the natives, but had
the very climate and everything else against
them? Why tax men n such unfortunate
circumstances as those? He could not
understand why a man with so much common-
sense as the honorable member for North
Brisbane —a man who, if he were asked the

‘question, would say that no other man

Tnew so much as he did himself-he could

_not understand why such a man could

make such a speech—a man who knew
that a tax on wool would not fall equally
upon all she squatters in the colony. A

tax of a halfpenny a pound on wool from

the Darling Downs would not be equal to
a tax of an eighth of a farthing a pound on
wool from some other uarters—upon wool

occupied by the most enterprising squatters

tell honorable members, whether they liked
to believe him or not, that it cost him double

as much to bring the wool from the one thatit

cost him fo bring the wool from the other to
the seaboard. Now, how could they tax the
wool from both those stations equally?
Those were facts that could not be overcome.

books he could find on political economy,

of such a tax, for the writers knew nothin

bonus that squatters had received ; but he
could tell the honorable member that no '
ever paid him a benus to form h
Tt was useless to talk of a bonus having been
paid to the squatters. He had never been
paid anything ; but, he could tell the honor-

able member, that he was forced to pay a
good rent for his stations. The honorable

member admitted that the squatters paid
£138,000 annually to the State, for the use
of the lands they occupied ; but he wanted to
make out that they would pay nothing of
Now, he main-
tained that the squatters would have to pay

_ more of it than any one else, on account of

the stores they required for their stations.
The honerable member for North Brisbane
would take care not to sell him anything unless
he were paid the ad valorem duty uponit,
and something to go into his own pocket
besides. The other night, the honorable

member did not forget to secure that the few

things he himself dealt in should be allowed
to come in free, and yet he sought to make

the House believe that he was a most
disinterested individual. He might make
the public of Brisbane believe that he was

disinterested, but lie would not make honor-
able members of the House believe it. The

honorable member seemed only desirous to
shift the burden of taxation from himself
on to the squatters, who had not the

opporfunity  of holding forth at large



. but he had not done it.

. excmpt from it.

ublic meetings, and telling all about their
rievances. [If the squatters were to come
 forward and tell about their grievances, it
. would be found that they had far more of
them than the people about the towns had.

 To him it was perfectly astonishing to hear

_ an honorable member go on as the lionorable
_ member for North Brishane had done. The

~ Hhodorable member had done nothing but

talk about the Darling Downs, which was

_ always gone upon the value of fine washed

. wool, but he never said anything about the
. burden of a halfpenny a pound upon greasy

wool, that would only bring sevenpence a

ound in the market; while other wool would
_bring halfa-crown. A man of the genius of
the honorable member for North Brisbane
might have been expected to give the House
_some valuable information on such a question,
He would oppose

~_ the motion. . ; ,
. Myr. Mirps said that, after the course
- pursued by the honorable meniber for North
Brisbane, on the previous evening, when the
~ Additional Customs Duties Bill was before
_ the House, he was not surprised at any
___course the honorable member might adopt.
~_ However, so far as the miotion before the

House was concerned, he would oppose it.

__ There was another motion on the notice

%aperrelativ‘ey to the Pastoral Tenants Relief
Bill, and it seemed to him that that motion

_and the one now under discussion were some-
. what contradictory. The one admitted it
_ was absolutely necessary that relief should
__be given to the pastoral tenants of the Crown,

_and the other, notwithstanding that, proposed

__ to subject the pastoral tenants to further

_ taxation. Now, he thought it would have

_ been wise of the lionorable mover of the
__ present motion to have got the other notice

_ discharged from the paper before bringing

~ this one forward. Howeéver, as he was one

5'_, _0£ those wlose capital was embarked in that
_ industry, upon the produce of which it was
_now proposed to impose an export duty, he

. would oppose the motion, for he looked upon

. an export duty on wool as simply a tax on
__industry.  The honorable member for North

__ Brishane, Mr. Brookes, wished to lead the
_ House to believe that the squatters would be

exempted from the ad valorem duty, but it
was most absurd to argue that any one,

__merely because he belonged fo a certain class

__ of the community, would be exempt from it,

for it was impossible that any one could be
He would not be exempt
 from it.  Although he was unfortunate
. hat, and coat, and trowsers.
~ The Coronian Treasurer: I
 (Laughter.) o
. My Mies: Well, it was a fact-—(renewed
__ laughter)- and he would have to pay the ad
__ valorem duty upon those articles of clothing,
. and cvery other imported commodity he
. required.  Then, there was also the stamp

enough to be a squatter, he had to wear a
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k , duty,'fof he supposed ﬂne Bill Would be'come'ji

law. The squatters would have to pay a
pretty heavy share of that; but, at the same
time, he must say he considered it was one

_of the fairest and most equitable kind of

taxes that could be imposed. He l‘ookedf‘
upon it as altogether a property tax, and as
a tax that would only fall upon those who
were able to pay ib.  But he also objected to

‘ . | the motion, on the ground that it made no
_ the best district in the colony; and he had |

distinction between wool brought from the

Darling Downs and wool brought from =

the Barcoo. The squatter who had
to bring his wool six hundred miles to a port
was to be taxed as much on his produce as

the squatter who was nearest the coast.

He Could not help thinking that the
honorable member for Toowoomba, who
brought forward the motion, never believed

-he would carry it, and that his only object
was to please his consfituents—and the
honorable member, he must say, brought
~some extraordinary motions before the

House. They had the honorable meniber
oceagionally rushing down from Toowoomba
and moving the adjournment of the House,
for the purpose of being able to state that

something extraordinary had taken place at

Toowoomba, or that he expected something
extraordinary to take place there, :
honorable member, he believed, only did all

that sort of thing to please his constituents.
The honorable member for North Brishane,
-when he quoted from a return to shew the
capabilities of certain runs, and the rentand =~

assessment paid by the oceupiers, took good

care to withhold another and a very
important piece of information, in dealing

with the question in the way he did.  The

Lonorableé member told the House nothinge

_about the other side of the account. He
never mentioned how much had been
~expended for the purpose of establishine

and securing the runs—how much had been

expended in fencing, making dams, and
other improvements, by which they were =

rendered capable of earrying alarger number

~of sheep and cattle than they were when the

Jand was first taken up. Now, it was an old
saying, that the man who could make two

blades of grass grow where only one grew
before was a public benefactor ; and so, also,

he considered; was the man who could pro-
vide for two sheep where only one could live

before. Now, it was most unjust in argument.

that the honorable meniber, when shewing

the merease that had taken place in the

depasturing eapabilities of runs, should make

no mention of the expense by which such

increased capability was effected.  According
to the honorable member's own shewing, the
squatters had contributed more to the colony
than any other class, in having doubled, at
least, the quantity of the produce that formed
its principal article of export. Iftwohundred

 bales of wool were now exported for every

hundred that was formerly exported, how
could it, in the face of such a fact, be said

Bubthe .
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_ that the squatters had not contributed any-
_ thing to the advancement of the colony, but
that, on the contrary, they had heen a hm-
drance to it P Then, again, he would like to
know why the House should impose an
export duty on wool, tallow, and hides,

while there was a bonus paid upon the pro-

duction of cotton. It appeared to him to be
contrary to all the prineiples of political
~ economy (o tax the products of a country;
and he would therefore oppose the motion,
__ which he bad no doubt whatever would be
. defeated by a very large majority. The
_ honorablé member for North Brisbane, in
the course of his speech, made some slight
allusion to a duty being imposed on opium;
but in making that quotation, the honorable

member, he thought, went a little too far; :

~ he shewed the House that the duty was
imposed for the purpose of preventing the
_use of opium as far as possible. . Now, there

certainly eould not be the same reason

‘advanced in favor of a duty on wool—that a
_duty should be imposed to prevent its use;
_ and legislation, he maintained, should rather
_ bo directed towards encouraging the growth
_ of wool, and inereasing its use.  As he
believed that to place an export duty on
~ wool, tallow, and hides Woﬁ)d‘ be highly
__ injurious to the colony, he would oppose the
motion. . ~ .
My, Frrzsimwons said he thought the
‘motion before the House ought to have been
~_ brought forward by the Government. Of

_course, it was quite competent for a private

 member to bring forward such a motion, but

_ it would have been better that the Govern-
ment had brought it forward, and had allowed

the question to be discussed upon its merits.
If there should be alarge deficiency in the
revenue, he thought it would be wise to take
some action in this matter, but he did not
think it would be wise for the House to tax
- the produects of the colony. It would, how-
_ever, test with the House to say whether 1t
_ would be wise to do so ornot. As honorable
_ members would see, he had a notice of

_motion on the paper for the discontinuance:

__of the export duty on gold—the only other
colonial produet besides pastoral produte,
_ that deserved the notice ‘ofP the House. He
must say that he did not really know
whether or not he should oppose the motion
_ before the House; but not from any con-
sideration as to the ability or inability of the
_squatters to pay it, but on the ground of the
_ justice or injustice of such a tax. He looked
npon this as an exceptionable tax; and if it was
80, it was an objectionable tax, for anything
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that was exceptionable was objectionable.
- Now, he did not think that any honorable

~ member would be found, who would attempt

to justify a tax of that kind. Of course,
sonie excuse must be made for the honorable
. member for North Brisbane, Myr. Brookes;
. and other honorable members who attended
public meetings, and got worked up to
a certain degree of excitement, which they

Tullow; and Hides, =

could not easily rid themselves of ;. zfor',;g

when they came into the House in a heated
state of feeling they delivered speeches
whieh, in their cooler moments, they would
no doubt be glad if they could forget. Ifhe
thought it would be for the prosperity of the
colony that such a tax should be imposed,
he would vote for the motion, but if he
thought 1t would be adverse to the interasts
of the colony, he would vote against it; and
here he could not avoid remarking that, in
his opinion, almost every measure that had
been passed by the House this session had a
tendency, in a greater or less degree, to
discourage the introduction of eapital into
the colony, and seriously to injure the
colony. Whether such would be the effect
of this motion also, was a matter for the
House to consider. His own opinion was,
that it would not be wise to pass a motion of
this kind ; and he maintained that if it would
be wise to pass such a motion, it would also
e wise to retain the export duty on gold—a

b
duty which, strangely enough, was opposed

by those honorable members who supported
the motion before the House. [In Vietoria,

 the export duty on gold was condemned, and

next year it would he altogether abolished.
As he had said, he had a motion on the
paper for the abolition of the gold export
duty in this colony, and so long as a policy

t of that kind was m contemplation, he thought.

it would be unjust and unwise to enfertain
this motion. . -
Mr. Tavior said he thought it must be

“quite clear that the bringing forward of this

motion was merely an attempt to set class

against class. Tt was only an abtempt by the

town members to tax the squatters, and he
felt confident that the division that would
take place to-night would prove that. He,
for one, would be perfectly prepared to vote
for a tax on wool, when it could be shewn to
him that a duty had been imposed npon
every article of import; but, so long as
there was an 1mport left untaxed, he would
not vote for a tax upon exports. It was
proposed, he saw, by the notice paper, to
bring im a Bill for the relief of the pastoral
interest, and yet they had now before them a
propusition to further tax the squatters. le
had no doubt that the motion was brought

forward under the belief that the squatters

were making rapid fortunes; but, he could

.assure the House that the squatters, as a

body, were totally unable to bear any further
taxation. The prosperity that was always
trumpeted forth was confined to a few

squatters on the Darling Downs; but he

maintained that ninety-five out of every
hundred squatters in the colony were unable
to bear any further taxation, either divect or
indirect: They were all so involved at
present, that it would be impossible for them
to pay the tax proposed in this motion. The
rents of squatbers were now increased by

_ something like a4 hundred or two hundred

per. cent,, and they would also have to bear
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{;heii- full share of the tdiaﬁion under the

‘he denied that it would be the case. From

_ the time that a man went into squatbting

. . pursuits, the Stamp Aect would reach him,
~_ and he would be subject to it till he died, if
_he confinued a squatter.

He would have to
_ pay a stamp duty when he hought a station;
he would have to pay it on the mortgage ;

_ he would have to pay it on the release ; he

_ would have to pay it on every purchase and

_ every sale that he made. TLast of all, the

squatter died, and was buried, and he had to
_pay the stamp duty still.

[3 Ocroprr.|

~ new tariffi He had heard some people say

 that the squatters would be exempt from the
__ operation of the Stamp Duties Act, but it

. was very stupid of them to say that; and

s

T'arllow,"afnd Hides.

_be fﬁnéqué,’l; and it would he oﬁpreésivé;
_ because unjust.  Would they, he would ask,

as had already been asked in the course of
the debate, tax the producer in the far
interior who was subject to the numerous
and trying disadvantages, which it was

unnecessary for him to recapitulate—would '
they tax the outside

squatter in the
same proportion as they would tax the
producer who was comparatively near a
market, and had easy access to the seaboard,
and who had those facilities of procuring

_An Howorasre Memper: How?
My Tavior: He had to pay a stamp duty
_on his will; so it would be seen that the
_ squatter was taxed from the day he entered

_ the world, Hll the day helefs it.  He must |

say, that he did not think a private member

_ had any right to bring forward a proposition

for taxation—-no matter what it was on—
_whether on wool or tallow, or anything else.
There were certain gentlemen, he believed,
__appointed to provide for, and carry on, the
_ Government of the country ; and so long as

- they had the confidence of the House and

the country, no private member Lad any
~ right to interfere with their arrangements.
_ If there was a majority of members in the
~ House, who did not trust the Government,
let them bring forward a motion of want of
confidence, and turn them out. For a
_ private member to bring forward a motion of

. this kind, was altogether contrary to his

 notions of responsible government. He
_ was sure there were many articles better
_ able to bear taxation than the pastoral
_produce of the colony; and further taxation,
_ 1f necessary, might be imposed in a way that
- would fall equally upon every class of the
. community. - L
My SaxpEwan said he believed that a
_section of the public entertained, in some
_ cases, very unseftled—in others, very erro-
__neous, opinions on this subject:
stated by the honorable member for East
~ Moreton, Mr. Cribb; in the course of the
debate, that this motion was not likely to be

_ decided in the proper way, but would be

deteated by the physical force of numbers ;
_ but he thought that such was not likely to be
__the case, for it seemed to him that all the
_argument was on the other side of the ques-
~ tion. He must say, that he was glad of the
opportunity now offered of disciissing this
question, because a great deal had been said
upon it outside of the House ; and he believed
that many erroncous views had been put
_ forth on the question of taxing exports. It

_ was opposed to all right prineiple to tax pro-

- duetion.  The popular fecling was to decry
all faxation as oppressive and unjust. Now;
~ he believed, that this _proposition, if carried,

- would be oppressive and unjust in the highest

degree. It would be unjust, because 1t would

It was

labor and supplies. which all the produeers in
the more settled districts enjoyed, but which

the producers in the remote districts of the

colony were deprived of, except at ruinous
rates P Would it be just to tax all qualities

- of wool alike, or washed wool and unwashed

wool at the same rate? Would they putall
producers on an equality with respect fo this
tax P and, to waive the inequality of the ques-

tion, would they tax the labor and pro-
ductive power of the country 2 If they did
| so, they would do more to injure the industry

of the country than they would by a hundred
times the taxation imposed by all the eustoms

_and stamp duties they could enact. By taxing
the industry of the country in the way pro-

posed, they would do more to shuf out
capital from the country, which was so much

~ needed, than by any other means they could .

devise. The honorable member for North
Brisbane, Mr. Brookes, had mdulged in a

tirade against the stamp duties and other .

modes of taxation proposed ; but the honor-

“able member admitted, at the same time, that -

additional taxation was necessary: and hLe

would ask him; 1if he considered additional .

taxation to be absolutely necessary, to shew
how such taxation was to be raised in a just
and equitable manner ? and all taxation, the

_honorable member must admit, should be
raised by equitable and legitimate means.
The honorablemember had often,in the House, =

quoted extracts from the works of political

_ economists, but he could not produce any

sound modern authority to justify a tax upon
exports. Now he (Mr. Sandeman) did not
himself wish fo tire the House unnecessarily

with extracts. but he would quote one

extract from an authority, which he believed

the lionorable member, Mr. Brookes, himself
would not, and could not, ignore. It wasfrom

a well-known publication, written under the

auspices of the Liverpool Financial Reform
Association—a work full of the most extreme
liberal senfiments on taxation and political

economy that could be adduced; and the

first sentence of the passage he would quote
had reference to an authority which had been

quoted very frequently in the House,and by =

the honorable member. It said—

1t has been 1aid down by Adam Smith, that

every nation derives its supplies of the necessaries
and conveniences of life from its labor, either in

the immediate produce of that labor, or from V:
_ other nations, purchased with that produce. =
% The protection and encouragement of pro-

ductive labor and skill, by every means, is one of .



_ polig 0. - ' -
& IE then, it be one of the pmmary ules, in
~ regulating taxation, to give the utmost
posq e protection and encouragement to produc-
tive labor and skill, it seems to follow that it is
the first duty of every State to leave all persons,

- as much as possible, in quiet possession and free |
, en]oyment of the fruits of their own labor and
“This seems to be dwtated a3 well by policy

 skills
as Jusblce .

_ “Of the justice thele can be no quesmon for

if a tax be paid to the State for the plotecmon of

th > person, 1f is only common justice that the
on who has pmd the tax should be left in the
ot po session anc L
ywn labor and skﬂl and ifip be t
nnual labor and. sk]ll of every nation is the

_ fund which supplies it with all fthe necessaries

__and conveniences of life, it seems to be equally

true, and free from question, that it is the policy
. ofevery State to leave the fruits of that labor and
- sklll

hieh 1s the origin, or source, of every
_nation’s wealth, undiminished by taxation.
_ “Bythe confinuance of the people’s labor and

g . ‘the people save whatever they may
re  bey nd their dally Wa,nts, real or

realised. prop iy, or ca.pmal distin-
hed from income, and this constitutes the

th and power or wealth of the nation. =
erefore, very fit and proper that the
take from the strength and power,
e nation, that which is absolutely
ire . the maintenance, support, and

jon of that strength and power, or wealth ;

__ but, to take anything move from the strength or

. power, r;wealth or by any othel means 1o check

. of the whole.””
. Anythmg he might say, i

o fol nndati

__apposite opinions, would not add any forde to

_ the argument in Fposﬂ‘,lon to the motion,
_ and heshould thercfore conclude what he had

_to say by expressing a hope that, in coming

_ to a conclusion on this question, honorablé
membors would, casting aside their prejudices,

_ be g lided by reason, and common-sense, and

:, Justme
My Rovps said that he ob]ected to the

1 cipa]ly because of the unequal
__manner in which the proposed tax would fall
_on the squatters of the different districts.

. The difference in the cost of the produc‘mon |
_ of wool near the coast, where carriage was

cheap, and in the interior where the cost of
 carriage swallowed up the whole profit, would
_ll;e almost ineredible to some honorable mem-
ers.
the duties, so as to mete out anything like
Justice.
‘export duty was to be deprecated, it might

’ havereceived hiis support. The stamp duty, on

_the contrary, met all classes alike, and taxed
_ the squatter as well as the trader.

}the large increase tha

_ncrease was niore than me

ing a very large number of stock, but w

lth f
Bl toene s il o OF argument seemed fo him to be all in fave

. foreign consumer, who would have to pay

| products of the colony, _which the manufa

th, bub is undelmmmg or’Weakemug the'

1t would be quite impossible to adjust

TIf this were possible, much asan

Allusion
had been made by the honorable mover fo
‘had taken place in

encumbmnees, for Whlle, since 1863,

8
_had inereased only one-sixth, the ‘eattle ha
~ decreased one-twentieth, and the liens on

wool were nearly doubled and mortgases
more than doubled. The honorable memb

_for Nortli Brisbane, Mr Brookes, had alludedj -

to the increased number of sheep and cattle
on certain runs on the Darhng Downs,‘
he seemed to be quite ignorant of the [
sums that must have been spent to occasion
that increase, and he would cite one instan
for the information of the honorable membe
Tt was that of a station which was now carr

fifteen or sixteen years ago; was on the poir

of being abandoned for want of water. He

would oppose the motlon, as bemg unfau' n
every respect. ‘

Mr. Forers said that in msmg to address
she House with 1eference to the question
before it, he must state that, so far as the
authomty of political economists went, t

an export duty on wool. He thought, also,
that in dealing with this matter, they might
look to the case of America, where it had
been found necessary to place an exp vt duty
on cotton. The Americans argued that, as

_they were the producers of a particular kind
~ of totton, which other parts of the world
_ could not do without, if they put an exporti

duty upon it, it would not be they, but the

Now, here they were in _much the same pe ,
tion 1n respect to wool, one of the principal

turing people 6f Engsland couldnot do witho
An export duty, therefore, placed upon wool
sent; from the colony, would eorrespond to the

export duty on cotton sent from the United
States. The tax upon cotton was imposed

to meet the financial emergency occasioned

by the war, and a similar reason, for an
export duty on wool, though from a different
cause, existed here at the present time.
They had also an e‘{ample in the export
duty on coal and iron sent from England
a duty which was paid, not by the producer,
but by the foreign consumer. All autho-
rities, and all examples, were, he contonded,
in favor of an export duty on such a staple

- product of a country as wool was of this

colony. If they reforred to the greatest
authorities in political economy, they would
find they were all in favor of the propos1t1oln, ,

contained in the motion of the honorable

member for Drayton and Toowoomba. The
duty, if imposed, would not be paid by the pro-

_ducer, but by the consumer. Though it might
_be paid by the producer in the first instance,

1t would be returned fo him in the inereased
value of wool in the manufacturing coun-
tries  of the world—in those countries
where it could not be done without: The
speech that had most weight with him, on this
sitbject, was that of the honorable member for

the anett Mr Haly Tha,thonorable mem-
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upon those nearer the coast he would Vote
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uagalnst it

advanced  a
more so th
1t was b

Export Duty on Wool
member

Mr. Groow, 1n reply, said he was some-
what surprised af several of the ar -uments

y none

gainst the motion, but

an the one urged to the effect that

eyond the province of a private
of the House to 1ntroduee such a
He contended that on all oceasions,

the Government shrank from their
He had

motion

when
clea
ind
d

'ber had clearly shewn that the proposed tax
would not fall equitably on the producers of
ool ; and he could understand that the tax
Would amount almost to a prohibition on pro-
duction in the far interior, in the case of the
He knew instances

more remote stations.
where wool, after the expense of conveying it
six hundred miles had been defrayed, left to
the producer about twopence a pound ; and
therefore, taking such cases as thab into con-
sideration, he must say that he could not
support the scheme of the honorable member.

He would support an export duty on wool, if
he saw a scheme by which the tax would fall
on all the producers in an equitable way.

He should have no objection to place a tax
on those gentlemen squatters on the other
side of the Range, if ho saw how the money

could be got out of them; and if honorable

members could shew him how those gen-

tlemen could be got at, he would not object

toatax of apenny a pound being placed on

their wool ; for he did mot think that even

that much would be more than a fairly retri-
butive tax for the expense they had entailed

that, i
duce 1nj

_ motion.

tax. He though
g teful to the hono
nd Toowoomb

que ion forward.

_one for di
_member could
a fair share
the reason
on all class
T P

. ‘duty 0
_ how 1
. see

_equ

As ho felt, however, that

the tax could not be made exceptional, and
it were made general, it would pro-

upon the colony.
it
jury, and tend to retard the progress
of the colony, he could not vote for the
As to the stamp duty, he looked
upon it as atax on property.
that would fali equitably, and would only
have to be borne by those who had property
t the House might be
rable member for Dray-

and those in the remote interior districts.
However, that was a matter of detail, and
be introduced to give effect to the motion,

nd obvious duty, it was the duty of

ividual members of the Asseniby not to
eviate from their principles, or neglect the

Toa
interests of the colony at large.
followed the precise course adopted in the
when, on a motion being made ¢ that Mr,
mittee of supply,’ Mr. Horsman roseand drew
attention fo the advisability of imposing an
export duty of ten shillings per ton on eoals
A long discussion ensued, and several we
known statesmen in the House of Commons
expressed their approval of the proposed tasx,
He considered that this was a special case.
The honorable the Treasurer had distinetly

Imperial Parliament on the Sth March, 1850,
Speaker do leave the chair to resume com-
stated, that in consequence of the reduction

of the ad valorem duty, he would be
pelled to make up the deﬁclency, amou
Le believed, to £35,000, by the imposition of
taxeson flour and sugar, and an inereased rate
of postage, including postage on newsp
Those imposts were objected to by honorable
members who would support the motion; and
who proposed to the Government a mode of
raising a revenue, that would fall on aclass
of persons best able to bear it. The facts
proved that this motion was a correct one

It was a tax
and figures of the honorable member for

North Brlsba,ne, Mr. Brookes, unquesblonably
and would yet, he was certain, have to be
He had further to say that he

a, for having brought this
The sub_]ect was a very
scussion, and no honorable
say that it had not met with
- However, for
that it would not fall equally | resorted to.
must decline to reeeive lessons on political
ecoriony from the honorable membet for the
Maranoa, Mr. Miles: and he considered that
lecture him or the House on the subject; he
should pay a few more visits to the library,
and not exhibit his ignorance in so naked a
manner; and in a manner that reflected no
tuency he represented. He should now leave

of discussion.
es of produeers, he must oppose
before that honorable member presumed to

eredit either on himself or on the consti-
the motion in the hands of the House, but

UGH sald he should hke to see 4
f this kind imposed, if he could see
He could not

Ayes; 7.
Mr Groom
Brookes
R. Cribb
Stephens::
Edmondstone
B.Cribb
Pugh, :

2

would press it to a division.
divided as follows :—

1
3

lhow it could b imposed so as to bear

2

it ‘could be equalised.

itably on the producers near the coast

might be provided for in the Bill that would
He did not see why

urpose of
ouse, and

should it be carried.

the lionorable member for Toowoomba should
be called to task for introducing this question:

The honorable member had not introduced a

Bill, but only a motion for the

brmdmg the matter before the

having it fairly discussed. Mo thought
it was the duty of the Government to intro-

duce a Bill fo give effech to the motion,

should it be carried. He would vote in

favor of the motion ; but if a Bill was intro-

duced providing for the imposition of the

tax, and did not also provide, as far as

possible, that the tax should fall eqmta,b]y-——-

that it should not fall more heavily, all things
considered; upon the outside squatters than

50‘

The question was then put and the House




 from Dr. Smith, of Brishane.

. MEDICAL ACT OF 1861 AMENDMENT | Dr. Smith received a letter, which was
. ‘ . ‘embodied in his petition, from the Clerk of

. BILL. .
M. PucH, on rising to move that “a Billto
mend the Medical Act of 1861” be vead a
econd time,sa1d hesupposedthat, ashonorable

embers had had the Bill before them forsome
ime, they would be so fully conversant with
__ 1ts provisions, that it would be unnecessary
_for him to enter upon an explanation of ifs
several clauses. He would, therefore, con-
_ fine himself to stating a few of his reasons
for introducing the Bill, and for thinking
. that it ought to be passed by the House.
Honorable members would recollect that, at
_an early period of the present sgession, two
petitions were presented to the FHouse,
prayine for the passing of such a measure—
one from Dr. Wuth, of Ds by, and the other
‘ It was in
_consequence of the course the Medieal
_ Board of the colony had taken in respect to

ntroduce this Bill. Tt appeared that one
_ of the petitioners he had veferred to, Dr.
 Smith, held a diploma, as a homaopathist,
_ from the medieal college of Pennsylvania,
__and that he had also practised as a doctor of
_ medicine at home, in Oldham, for several
_years, where he was recoonised as a dul
. qualified medical practitioner, though he had
. not registered himself in England--and it
_was, he helieved, a nob uncommon thing for
_ medical gentleman in England not to register
hemselves. , ,
ny, Dr. Smith applied to the Medieal
_ Board to be admitted to practice in the
_ colony, and his application was refused,
because the college of Pennsylvania was not
~ mentioned in the list of colleses in the
_ schedule attached to the Tmperial Act. It
~ might be, that the gentlemen eomposing the
- Medieal Board here had acted upon the
prineiples laid down in the Imperial Aet, and
that certifieates having heen presented (o
_ them, which they did not consider to be
_ safisfactory, they refused to grant the
application for admission.  But it appeared,
_ and, at any rate, if was generally believed,
_ that the principal objection the Board had {o
_ vegistering Dr. Smith was, that he was a
practitioner of hommopathy —a system with

which certain medical gsentlemen were not
particularly enamoured. Honorable members

would see; by going through the Medical
~ Act of 1861, that by his not heing registered,
Dr. Smith was placed under certain disabili-
ties that made him, in the language of his
_ petition, a “social outlaw’” that he was

_ liable fo prosecution if he gave a certificate

_ of the cause of death, and that he could not
recover fees from patients. There were also
_ other disadvantages which he ought not to

_ be subject to.” The petitioner having been

. vofnsed admission by the Medical Board,

_ applied to the late Attorney-General, Mr.
ting, on the subject, and that gentleman

_ brought the case under the consideration of
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those gentlemen, 1 refusing to register them |
a8 medieal practitioners, that he had been led

- Wuth applied to be registered, but was

Soon after his arrival in this

_of Giessen—the diplomas of which Univer-

the KExecutive Council, saying that, in the
opinion of the Council, he (Dr. Smith) had
shewn pood grounds to claim to be regis-
tered by the Medical Board, and advising
him to make a further application. Well,
Dr. Smith, as directed m that Iletter,
again applied to the Medical Board, but the
second dpplication was attended with the

same vesult as the first. The next step.
taken by Dr. Smith was in the shape of an

application to the Supreme Court, through
the present Attorney-General, Mr. lilley,

for a writ of mandamus to compel the
Medical Board to register him as a medical |
practitioner in the colony, or to shew cause,

but the writ was refused. Now, there could
be no question, as he had already stated, that
in this case it was owing to the particular
system of medicine practised by Dr. Smith

that the Medieal Board were led to refuse
his -application for admission. With refer-

ence to the case of Dr. Wuth, it seemed to

him that that gentleman’s case was a parti-
cularly hard one. Dr. Wuth, it appeared,
practised in the colony previous toSeparation,
in the district of Dalby. He was held in
high esteem all through the distriet, and

enjoyed a very large practice.  When the
Medical Board was constituted here, Dr.

refused, on the ground that he had not what
the board called a state certificate, though
he produced his diploma, certifying that h
had passed his examination at the Univers

sity were recognised in England and in the
United States. Now,those were the circum-
stances of the two cases that had led him to
introduce this Bill. Bub it was not merely
because of those two cases that he moved in
the matter, but because he considered that
great hardship had been occasioned by the
conduct of the Medical Board in those two
cases, and ‘that like hardship micht be
mflicted in dozens of other eases in future.
It was quite absurd fo suppose that the
opposition of the medical body in a small
colony like Queensland would effect anything
to stay the progress of the practice of
homeopathy. He knew that 1t had been
suggested fhat candidates for registration
should, if required, undergo an examination ;
but who were to be the examiners? Some
time ago the Lancer—which he supposed the

Medical Board here would acknowledge as

an authority-referring to the clatise in the
Imperial Act, which had reference to exami-
nation, said that the system would never
work; and condemned the 1dea of examination
altogether. Many other instances might be
cited of high medical authority on that
point ; and though the Lancet did at one
time call Hannemann, the founder of homas-
opathy, a fool, knave, and madman, it would,
Le thought, be admitted that Dr. Hanne.
mann did not prove himself to be either a

the Hxecutive Council. The result was, that | fool, a knave, or a madman, seeing tha;t‘in_




__ to practise.
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mas a public benefactor. If i were the
tention of any ‘honorable memher -t

introduced into the Bill, he would remind
~ the House that, under the Act of 1861, the

Medical Board had not power to examine,
but were only empowered to publish annually
2 list of medical practitioners, and of chemists
_and druggists, who had been registered dur-
 lnp the year. There was no reason; however,
_ why another statute should not give the
board the power of examination, but if a
clause giving that power should be introdueed

it would become the _duty of the House to
- ~say who should examine the examiners; for
. he took it that a medical man, who arrived

quainted with the latest discoveries made
. the science and practice of medicine at
home, Eht put to confusion some of the
_antiguate
Medical Board of Queensland, and might
not consider them to be duly quahﬁed to
“exgmine medical men of recent training in the
~ home universities. He now moved that the
Bill be read a second fime.

. Mr. R. Crisp said he Would cordlally
‘support the second reading of the Bill, both
_ for the sake of the two practitioners who
_had been referred to, and also for the

pose that an examination clause should be

_from the home ‘country, and who mist be

theories of the members of the

I3 Octouz

nat;ve town a statue had been ralsed to
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second tlme, sald he had been mduced a"rom
various reasons, to bring forward this Bill.
He had heard great complaints about the
Civil Service Awct, both from Ministers and
‘members of the House, as well as from the
late Colonial Secretary, Mr. Herbert, who

had statecl to him that til the Aet was

repealed, i b would be impossible to work the
service as 1t should be worked. The present
Mlmstry, he believed, were of the same
opinion ; and, further, considered that the
sooner the Aect was repealed, the better it
_would be for the members of the sevvice them-

selves. Perhapsthe Ministry did not consider

.1t to be their duty to bring in a Bill for

. sake of securing jusbice to medical men
. who might arrive m the colony in future.
_ Mr Coxen said he did not mean to oppose
the second reading of the Bill, but merely

ished to observe that he did not think it
ould confer much miore power, than was
__ given under the existing Act, on the Govern-
. mient to deal with the case of a medical gentle-
__man holdmg & foreign diploma, and whom

_ the Medical Board of the colony might refuse

_ to register, on the ground that they were not
satisfied by the evidence affordeéd by his
diploma of his qualifications to be admitted

The third clause, no doubt, gave

_power to the Governor in Council, on being:
satisfied as to the claims of any appellant
from the decision of the board r

_ admission, fo publish in the
 Guarelre the name of the appellant, and also

_ provided that such publication should be

_received as evidence that the person therein
specified was registered as a medical practi-
tioner.
person practising homoeeopathy, would be
‘debarre&) from the usual privileges of a

. medieal practitioner, and, that, although he
might have been passed by the Medical

Board. As to inserting an examination

clause, he thought it would be a most injudi-
clous thing, in a small community hke that of
Brisbane, to %—Ne the board the power of
exammlng applicants for registration.
- Ihe motion was then agreed to, and the
- Blll was read a second fime. ‘
cvin SERVICE ACT RI]PEAL BILL ,
My Tuvior,in movmg that * a Bill for the
repeal of the Clwl bervme Act

sfusing him
Government.

- But even that clause implied that a

'be 1ead 4 t are. al 'enmled to 1t uudel the Act o

- Now, there was a

the repeal of the Act; _but as he had

the opinion of many honorable members
in favor of it. he had brought, f'mward .

the measure. The Civil Service Bill,
honorable members were aware, was brought .
forward several years ago. On the first
occasion 1t was rejected ; but it was again
brought down, and passed without due
consideration. He believed, himself, that it

was a bad day for the colony, and forthe

cwvil servants, when it was passed. He was
certain that if any honorable member would
take the trouble to go through the evidence
taken Defore the Civil Service Committee,
they would find sutlicient to induce them to
vote for the repeal of the Civil Service Act
immediately. The first gentleman examined

before the select committee appointed to

inquire info the working and organisation of
“the Owil Service of this colony, was Mr. -
Tamb, the Under Secretary for Lands and

kas, and his evidence was very extras -

ordinary. He had marked a few paragraphs
i that pentleman’s evidence, WhICE he would
read to the House, as bearing on the €
Service Act.. They were as follow -—
 What is the highest salary ? My, Tully
¢ Next to him P My. Norris’, £375. -
. “There is none 5o hlgh as £4OO for a clerk m
your department 2 None.
% What is Mr. Norris?
And soon—
“The sa,lsmes, as ﬁxed by the 01v11 Servme Aeb
are a maximum of £400 for first class, and £5OO .
for chief clerks. Do you nob consider that that is
toomuch ? Tt is according to the duties that the
officers have to pelform In some offices, it Would

’.I‘ransfer clerI{ -

be high pay; in others, ot

« Areyou aware that Mr. Norris was considered
an ineflicient clerk? 1 am aware of ib; and, if
he had not very much improved Wlthm the last‘
twelve months, I should heve recommended lus
removal” . ,

That was deﬁmte——-—f . . .

- “ Tndeed, T have wiva voce recommended his
remova,l—two years ago  But, under Mr. 'I‘ully,~
he has, I find, 1mproved s0 much that I recom-
meuded his increase.

recommended for dismissal, also recommended;
for increase.

% You have not recommended the transfer cle rle
for an inerease for the coming year? Yes; they

gentleman who had been' o



hberal” .

. viewing the Act.
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Now, he thought that was evidence sufficient

1o convince any one that the Act should be
repealed.  That was Mr. Lamb's evidence,
and he thought it was as condemnatory of the
Act as could be. He would next go to the
evidence of Mr. Darvall, the Registrar-
General. That gentleman was asked -
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“Why s0? One reason has been that, accord-
ing to the Aect, the promotion almost goes by
rlght and the Grovernment 1 believe, have not
appointed the civil servants as they expected the
appointments would bave been made-—someétimes,
because they were not efficient, T suppose. But,
independently of that, I think, if the matter was

% With regard to your clerks; have the increases,
according to the Civil Service Act, been given to
them all, without distinction, every year? They
have been given to them all.

% Were they all worthy of that inerease? I
made a special report at the commencement o

again brought before the C1v11 Service, 1t would
not be generally supported.  They would not
adopt such an Act again, if it came before them’!

Now, there was a gentleman who had a lalge
office and a great many persons under him,
and hestated that, generally, the civil servants
were not satistied with the Act: '

‘the present year, and in that T pointed out one

or two clerks who were hardly worthy of it ; but,

still; they did their best, as I represented. These

_ were persons of no ablhty, but, still, who worked

_ hard and were willing; and, under these circum-
stances, 1 did not,thmk it was quite right to stop.
their inerease.”

Now, what did honorable members think
of that sort of thing, which compelled the

head of a department to recommend for
increase persons of no ability oqually with
persons of ability. There was also a great |
_deal mote evidence that was most condemna:

_ tory of the Act—an Act that was a disgrace

to the Parliament that passed ib. He now

| officers with increasing salaries?

“ Would there be a_very general regret it the
Act was repealed?  No; I don’t think so.

“ But, with regard to the superannuation, they
would not like to give that up? No; Idont
think so. ‘

*The feeling, on the part of the persons that
you have named, arises from a desire to become
No. The
placing of those persons I have named on the
Civil Service would give them a status that they
have not at the present fime.’
In every case the heads of dep
were examined condemned the Act.

rtments that
Mr.

- John McDonnell, the Immigration agent, was

came to the evidence of Mr. Mdnm,_g, the
Principal Under Secretary, in the Colonial
Secretary’s Oﬂice

“ Do you consider the salaries in the Civil
Serviee are now sufficient ?  Well, I think, on
the whole, the salaries are not to be compla.med
of. Viewing them in ploportlon to the revenue
of the colony, I thlnk the saldmes are suﬂlclenﬂy

Now, that was a very good way to estimate

_what amount of salary should be paid to the
civil servants.

_“Doyou find that the Civil Service Act has
worked well, and given satisfaction? No; on the
contrary, 1 think i has caused a great “deal of
_dissatisfaction, and many heartburnings and
jealousies ;s and 1 do not see any good derived

~ from 14, except to the few who liave Fot inoreases
under it, and some of these, having got as much
_ as they can, and not being hkely to get zmy moze,
are dlssatmﬁed with it now.
That was a very selfish and worldly Way of
The next witness was Mr.
Richards, the acting Colonial Storekeeper, but
he did not sec that he could make much of
that gentleman’s evidence. He would next
refer to the evidence of Mr. Belbridge, the
Government Printer, who, after stating t at
he had asked for three gentlemen m h
_department to be placed under the C1v11
Service Act, had these questions put to him—
“In obedience to the mdividual men?  Yes;
 preeisely.  And 1, also, thought they ought to
have the same privileges as in the other colonies.
ligives them a status that they don’t otherwise
possess.

¢ The Civil Servwe Act has not given general

satisfaction ? 1 know it lias viot.”

Now honorable members would see that all
‘tile heads of depaltmbntb spoke agamst the |
ot |

‘of the Act in force ?
~ clauses that are now moperative—that are not

- was the first

also examined ; and his evidence was very
material, for it appeared that he gave it in
the most straightforward way of any witness
that was exammed that gentlema.n was
asked:—

- “T helieve you had somethmg to do Wlth the
initiatory steps for plocurmg the Civil SGIVICL/
Act;—liad you not? I had.

“ What 15 your opinion—of eourse, 1 ask 1:1115
as o private gentleman now, of the Wo1kmg of
that Act? T may state that the Act that is in
foree 1s not the original Bill which 1 drew up.
As you are, no doubs, aware, yourself, it is very
widely different ; and there are many clauses of
it that may be acted upon or not, asit pleases any
Government.  The original Bill drawn up by me
was considered to be too imperative; 1t was
made to appear that if the Civil Service conformed
to certain regulations, and performed their duties
properly, they could demand as a right a certam
thing.”

 Honorable members Would find the sore of' '

the whole thing in that passage—the omglnal
Bill would have been too strict a one.

¢ What, then, is your opinion of the working
The Act contains many

carried into effect. The second clause is good—
the division of the service into classes—and the
gradual increase, I think, are very good. The
objection to this provision was, that no certificato
was given from the heads of the departments that
the officers performed their clutles badly or well,

to merit the increase:.

- ¢ Does it come within your knowledge tha(; the
increases have heen givin as a matter of course,
instead of as a reward for good conduct and
efficiency ? Yos; they were given as a matter of
course, until, T thmk the present year. l‘hxs
time the certificates were cealled for’

It would be seen, by the last answer, that
let one officer be ever so good and another
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ever so. bad, both were entitled under the
Act to receive an increase of pay, as a matter
of course. A person might be an, inefficient
officer—~one who would 1dle his time away,
yet he would get his increase as a matter of
course. »

“ But, speaking generally, Mr. McDonnell, do
you think that the officers of the Civil Service are
satisfled with the working of the Act, on the
whole? I do not think they are satisfied ; for
this reason—that the Act is not carried out in its
integrity.” i )

It was quite evident, as honorable mem-
bers - would: see, by the. whole of the
evidence, that there was scarcely one officer
in the Civil Service who approved of the Act.
Mr. Drew, the Under Treasurer, was asked—

“ There is & clause in the Act which provides
for an - annual increase on the salaries of all
deserving officers ?  Yes.

“1Is it mot the case that all the officers in the
service received this increase indiscriminately ?
Yes; they have. -

“ Do you think it is fair and just to those who
do their duty if, as we naturally suppose, some
others” who do not are treated in the same way ?
It is not fair; but those who have to recommend
thie inoresse recognise the difficulty-——men have to
live and to keep up their positions, and it is a very
hard case to refuse. 1 think the Act has been
rather misunderstood.

“ Don't you think, if there is an increase given
ag an encouragement for industry and good con-
duct in-an ofiicer, that he is placed in a false posi-
tion by the salary of another officer, who does not
possess those qualities, being raised in the same
proportion as his own? Yes; undoubtedly,

“ You don’t think it is conducive to the well-
being of the service ?~that is to say, it gives no
encouragement to a man to go on? Noj; but 1
think, myself, the better thing would be, when an
inefficient or idle man is in the service, to report
him and get him at once removed ;—not to recog-
nise-any inefficient men at all.

¢ Have you noticed, in your experience here, a
general desire among the clerks to do their duty—
an esprit de corps—a- spirit of emulation? My
knowlédge is confined to- the Treasury, and I
never saw men who were more anxious to do their
duty ; if it were their own private business they
were engaged in, they could not be more anxious
and assiduous. I have felt personally obliged to
them. !

“ The service generally? I am not aware out-
side my own office. I may say, however, that I
can’ speak in high terms of the officers in the
Audit Office, which is the only other office of
which'I know much.”

Now, he thought those extracts were suffi-
cient. to- shew there was ample evidence in
this volume to convince anyone that the
sooner the Civil Service Act was repealed the
better—both for the sake of the Government
and the sake of the civil servants themselves.
If the Act wererepealed, it would be possible
to give the officers promotion and remunera-
tion according to their merits, instead of their
being ‘all treated alike, as at present. He
trusted the Bill would be passed, although it
had been brought forward at a late period of
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the session:  He would have no objection to
the insertion of a superannuation clause by
the Government, if it were thought wise by
the House to have such a clause inserted.
The second clause of the Bill provided that
those members of the Civil Service who had
paid any money into the superannuation fund,
should have 1t repaid to them out of.the
consolidated revenue; and he was prepared
to pay them interest also, for he thought they
were entitled to that. For his part, he did
‘not wish to injure any officer to the extent of
a single farthing. He thought, however, it
was high time the useless members of the
service were drafted off—and the useful ones,
let them be well paid. He felt that, till the Act
was repealed, it would be impossible to pay
any efficient and industrious officer as he was
entitled to be paid. With those remarks, he

" begged to move that the Bill be read a second
time. !

The Corontar Sncrerary said he had the
honor, on the previous day, of presenting a
petition from the officers of the Civil Service
against the passing of this Bill. - That peti-
tion did not contain any statement or reasons
for objecting to the repeal of the Act; nor
had he had any communication’ with the
officers of the Civil Serviee sinhce, to enable

“him at the present time to make any
observations to the House, so far as they were
concerned, with reference to the Bill. “But he
must say that it did seem to him that:the
honorable member for the Western Downs

-had taken a somewhat unusual course in
introducing this Bill to the House, without
even consulting any member of the Govern-
ment ; and without making provision, which
he ought to have made, for the useful officers
of the service. The honorable member
arrived very rapidly at the conclusion that
all moneys that had been paid into the super-
annuation fund should be paid out of the
consolidated revenue of the colony; but he
should like to know why the consolidated
revenue should be charged with any such
payment. .. The honorable member had
assigned no reason for this proposition; and
it would have been well had the honorable
member - made inquiries into that matter
before he took up this Bill at all; for mem-
bers of the Government, and many members
of the Civil Service, kuew that the super-
annuation fund had been largely encroached
upon alveady, to make up the payments
authorised under the provisions of the Act,
to some of the officers ; and he wanted to
know why the sum that had been so paid
should be made up out of the consolidated
revenue. Dut the honorable member
appeared. to found his objection to the
Civil Service Act, as it stood;, upon the
testimony of two or three of the officers in -
the service. . He could well understand and -
appreciate the evidence that had been given

by those gentlemen. He could understand
why, in their opinion, the Act did not work

well. He was not sure that the gentlemen,
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~ whose evidence had beenreferred to by the
honorable member, had anything. to do with
uperannuatlon fund “at all; but he
oh
cl

n that the Act worked badly for a
mtaining several hundreds of per-
the evidence of a few gentlemen
_who werenot speclally called to give evidence
or interested in, the sibject. = He
icht the select committee would have
‘ they had examined more wit-

om  the commlttee ‘accompanying
dence ;. and he thought honorable
ors Would do well to consider seriously
cther they had got before them sufficient
warrant the repeal of an Act that
een passed into law; for the Act
e honorable member now sought to
pealed was only enacted in 1863, and

'uﬂiment trial to enable any
udge Whether it was ca,lculated to

e Jectlons occm .
e o the Civ Servwe Act

e their support
oubt there were officers in the
1ee who were receiving hlgh
.were not worth the money
l; a 1t1§ere could be no doubt,

U
,, TN t undertook o abohsh the oﬂice,
- 1t appeared to him that any officer; in g par-
5, must have a certain salary pald
there was that difficulty
at presented itself in 2 most
iew to members of the Govern-
It
_was on account of tha.t prowsmn that the
Government felt they could not come down.

_to s session with the Estimates
o o~-subm1t them as
t and leave them to the House

with. But the objection he took to
n by he hionorable membe1,,

y tha.t 1t d
; honorable member,

it was true, did provule for veturning to
the amount of fees paid by him

f

‘perannuatlon fund.

alarles for the;

it was too much to. arrive at the

But;, besides that, there was no

864 and therefore the Act

There :

aind. -

ovide for a _super-.

be ’,proyduc d by
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_ superannuation fund.

A | did think that, in any Clvﬂ Servme Act tha
* was passed, a clause for the superannuatio
_of officers who had served the eolony

tion to the proper Workmg of the Ui
. | Service Ach. ~
| thought the Act mlght be altered with e

| period of years nght un@oubtedly, to be

servwe .a,othermse there existed no mduce--’;'
ment for men of superior attalnments entering
the Civil Service of the colony. Now,one
of the prineipal benefits of the Civil Service
Act was the benefit derivable from the

- That was the fund
an officer looked forward to when he had
spent the hest of his years in the service of
the country—and he was justified in doing
that. . But such.an object could not be
effected if this Bill were passed. In this Bill
it wasleft optional with officers to take advan:
age of the clause in the Act providing for a
uperannuation fund T left it optional o
hem to contribute to. the fund ornot. Now,
he put it to honorable members to say if such

_ asuperannuation fund, as now existed, should

not be maintained. . He believed that that
portion of the Act had worked well, and
would. eontmue to work well. He saw no
difficulty in the way of its Workmg sabis:
factorily; and he thought that, instead of
attacking the clause in the Act prov1d1ng for
that fund, the honorable member would have
done. much better 1f he had itroduced itinto
this Bill. The Lonorable member had quoted -
from the ev1dence with regard to the mode“
1n whic ~promot1on had been carried on
the Civil Service; and he had referved
some of the evidence to shew b
motion had  taken place as a.
course. There was no doubt that sue
been the practical working of the Act, and
that was one of the great objections lie had
to the Civil Service Act—though e eheved
that had all the heads of departments agre
on a principle of promotlon and increment
salary, there would have been no difficulty
{or it was always in the power of the liead of
2 department {o recommend a useful officer
for increase of  salary, or for promo’monﬁ
That would no doubt have put him in a some-
what - invidious position, but if the interesis
of the colony and the j laims of the
service demanded action at his hands, he
{the Colonial Secretary) could not see why
he should not follow out what was no doubt
the meaning of the Act. If such a course
as. that had been adopte if recommenda-
tions  had been made in favor of those
officers only who were competent to discharge

_ their duties; then the Government would

have been. put also in possession of the

_ names, of those Who were not fit fo remain in
the public service ; but, as the names of
-~ officers were not supphed all appeared to be
_ equally competent so far as the Governmentz
 were concerned ; the Government had

information to the contrary.  There " :
doubt that that. had been a serious obstrue

e would say, wh

great benefit. to the public service,
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inserted.  He thought the House would do
well to' consider: seriously " if they -would
attack and set aside ‘those rights, already
acquired, of the civil servants—those rights
that had acerued under the Actas it now
stood. - He did not wish to offer any objec-
tion to the second reading of the Bill, but he
only desired to set” himself right in: the
matter.” He was not prepared, from his per-
sonal experience, to offer any decided opinion
as to the ‘Act. - He thought it might be very
much improved.” But those who were best
able to judge of the working of the Act were
the civil officers themselves, and he regretted
“that an ‘additional number of them had not
been: called - before the = committee. - He
believed that if the Act were repealed, the
House would be enabled  better to  deal
with the Estimates; and the  Government
would be enabled to put the officers on: a
better footing than that they now occupied,

. for ‘at present ‘good and bad were treated
alike. = But should the House: not be dis-
posed " to: entertain the Bill;: should it not
think it desirable to repeal the Act, passed
at-'so recent a date, without further. con-
sideration, he thought stillithe House might
deal with the HEstimates in suchia way that
would justify the Government in varying and
improving the Civil Service, without in any
way running counter to the Act as it now
stood.

Mr. R. CrisB said he would vote for the
second réading of ‘the Bill, but he hoped
there would be some alteration made: in it in
cominittee, and that a’superannuation clause
would be inserted ; for he approved of that
clause in the present Act, and he might say
that that was~ all of the Aet he ever did
approve of. Such a provision, he supposed,
could: be ‘inserted when the  Bill:was in
committee. ,

Mr:.Puan said that he, too, would vote for
the second reading of the Bill; and the honor-
able ‘member dor the Western  Downs, he
hoped, would not object: to the insertion 1 it
of'a clause such as had been referred to by
the honorable member at the head of the
Government.. - While saying that mueh, how-
ever, he'would guard himself againstincluding
in it ‘the persons. referred to-in the Cinil
Service Act of 1864 ; because; in the case of
those persons, the superannuation clause,
he  believed,  had - worked oppressively.
It had been: the means of reducing their
salaries: . The ' only - privilege - they had
acquired under the Aect was the having their
salaries reduced, without: the hope of ever
deriving -any benefit from it; for not one of
them was likely to remain in the service till
he arrived at the age of sixty years. He
thought the  clause might be: repealed so
far as that class” was concerned; and he had
no doubt they would rather forego all they
had paid into the fund than have their salaries
any longer reduced..  Hisreason for agreeing
with' the Bill now before the House,-and for
voting for-it, might be wvery simply stated.
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He approved: of it; because ‘it ‘proposed to
give back into the hands of the Government
a power that should never have been taken
from  the ' Government;  ‘and’ because all
increases  of * salary ' had  taken  place #ill
recently as a matter of course, and withoub
any inquiries of the head of the department
as to the merits of the officer whose salary
was 80 increased: - In faet, the Civil Service
Committee had evidence, from the head of one
department, that there were officers he had
recomnended for increase who  were  not
deserving of it; and should not have got it.
Now, anything like that could not but pro-
dice heartburnings with those in the service
who felt they were: competent officers.  The
classification of officers under the Civil Service
Act was another reason why he would sup-
port the present: Bill; for, in" some cases
—and- whether the Government had been
aware of it or nét he did not know-—as
appeared by the Government Gazette, ruanifest
injustice” was done in that wdy to ~some
officers—because,. "in some instances,  the
salaries were lumped,  and the recipients
appeared in' & higher class than they were
entitled to. “The power of appeal: to the
Governor had also worked badly ; for though -
& board “of appeal was: appointed, in some
cases no notice whatever was taken of the:
appeal, and in ‘some cases no inquiry took
place at all. -~ So far a§’ the superannuation
fund was ' concerned, he thought the honor-
able member for the Western Downs would
do - well - to strike “out: the clause which
proposed. that “the money that had been
paid: into ~the  fund 'should  be returned,
the more especially, -as the “honorable : the
Premier had stated that there was no money
available for-its- re-payment.  He thought
that if ‘the exception to the operation of the
superannuation fund which he had: referred
to were made, the Bill might be made a very
good one. - He was sure, from what he had
heard from members of the Civil Service
themselves; that a majority of them would

" rather  trust to the recommendation of the

heads of their departments to the members
of the Government, and: to-the treatment
they would receive by the House, than trust
to the Civil’ Service Act. It was:all ver

well to talk of vested rights, but he did not
think : that- anything: Iike what might be
called vested rights had yet acerued under
the Act. . He would not detain the House
any longer at present; as-he would have an
opportunity again- of expressing ' his views
more fully upon the Bill when it came before
the - House in cormmittee ; . but he would
support the motion that the Bill be read a
second time. - He had: just had placed in-his
hand & paper shewing the amounts that-had
be paid into the superannuation fund, and
the - amounts: that  had been ‘paid - out of
it. By the statement, it appeared that in
1864, the amount paid into the fund was
£1.149 ; that in 1865, there was paid in £2,759;
and for the nine months that had elapsed of
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the present year; £1,628~-making a total of
£5,537." That was all that had been: paid
into the fund under the Act of 1863; and
the payments out of the fund were—in 1864,
£7181n.1865; £41; and for the nine months
of ‘1866, the sum of £904 ; making a total of
£1,6063—s0 that the excess of receipts over
payments  was only. £3,874.  He argued
that if the contributions to the fund had to
be repaid, it would be necessary for that
- purpose to. come upon the consolidated
revenue; but he thought that, from every
point of . view, - it would be wise to retain the
superannuation ' clauses ;. at any rate, the
clause providing that “those who chose to
remain in the service till they arrived at
sixty years of age could take advantage of
the fund.

On the motion of Mr. Mrizzus, the debate
was adjourned till Tuesday next.





