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Crown Lands Sale Bill.

[ASSEMBLY.] Completion of Railway Lines.

' LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Wednesday, 27 June, 1866

Completion of 'Railway Lines to Dalby, Warwick, and
"Westwood.—Diseasés’ prevalent: amongst’ Sheep and
Cattle.

COMPLETION: OF RAILWAY LINES TO
DALBY, WARWICK, AND WESTWOOD.
Mr.  SrepEENS  moved -the - resolution

standing in hisname—

That in" the opinion: of this House, the large
sum required for the ‘construction of ra,ﬂways as
shewn by the present estimate of ‘the Engineers:
in-Chief; in:excess of the first estimate of those
officers, renders it necessary that: steps should be
taken to secure the completion of ‘the lines: to
Dalby, to Warwick; and to-Westwood; at a cosbt
not exceeding the amounts now voted ; and that =
such alterations be made in the plans, orin the
amount of work to: be pelformed as sha]l insure
this result. . .
The " honorable - member said : In moving
the resolution: standing in my name; I have
no- object” whatever 'but that of inducing
caution. - I .believe that the resolution as
it stands;, if adopted by this- House, will be
of no effect beyond an expression of opinion ;
but as an expression of opinion from this
House; it may have the “effect of keeping
down the expenditure on these railways. I
think, from the manner in which the money
was voted on the Railway Bill, there is some
reason to fear that this House may be asked
for ‘an additional ‘loan for the purpose ‘of
railways, unless there is.some such expression
of opinion as I have suggested. A very brief
examination’ of -the facts of the case will
render apparent the desirability of this course
being: adopted.. : There have been a great
many rumors. going about with: respect to
extravagance in the  construction of = these
railways. I shall not go into those rumors,
but the few remarks which I'shall make will
be confined to the reports of the Engineer-in-
Chief; -which have  been laid on the table
of “the House; and constitute the only
authentic information before wus. I think T
shall be able to shew, from this, that we have
reason to fear we ‘shall ‘be called uponsto
vote another considerable sum'before these
railways- can be :constructed. . It will be
within the recollection of honorable members,
that when the railway system was adopted
by the House; the chief feature of it was
cheapness—that we' should adopt a cheap
system of railways to run through the interior
of -thig " .country. = A report from Mr. Fitz-
gibbon, dated:July 9, 1863, which was laid
onthe table of the House; recommended this
policy in the: construction of the lines from
Ipswich to Dalby and Warwick, wia Too-
woomba. - T believe I ‘am correct in saying
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that the railway system in this colony was
adopted by this House on the strength of
that report: T shall probably not be guilty
of misrepresentation, 1f T say that the House
was willing to accept railways that inay be
considered of ‘an inferior character, compared
with those of general use elsewhere, in
consideration  of: the 'reduced cost—or, in
other words, that speed and power were
sacrificed in order to reduce the cost of -the
construction. = It was thought wise to under-
+take some cheap plan, and though speed and
power were sacrificed, still there was reason
to believe that we should have a railway
calculated to be of sufficient practical use for
some time to come, and of great benefit to
the colony, at a considerably reduced cost.
That we shall have a railway of this inferior
character, T have no doubt—but I fear
that we shall not get it at the rveduced
cost, “ on the strength = of which this
system . was adopted. I think, therefore,
that  some steps should be taken to keep
the  expenditure within the original, or,
rather, the present estimate; and the House
. should take care that we do not allow these
lings to cost: more than one of the heavier
lines might have been constructed for. = In

“ the original report of fhe Engineer-in-Chief,

we have an estimate that the line from
Ipswich to Dalby, with a branch to Warwick,
might be constructed for one million and a
quarter.: Mr. Fitzgibbon submitted this
estimate with the full conviction that it would
be found ample.  Honorable miembers will
bear me out that at that time it was taken

- for granted that this estimate was ample; and
that was a very great inducement to the
House to authorise the worlk; and to pass the
railway vote. 'We have been since called
upon to'vote an increase of:one-third on that
amount; or £432,000 additional; for the com-
pletion of the lines in the southern distriets’
and T fear that we are in danger of being
~ealled upon: to vote a still further sum.  In
this report—on the faith of which our railway
system was adopted—Mzr. Fitzgibbon says, 1f
the traffichad beenlarge, iewouldat oncehave
recommended the construction of a railway
of not less than four feet eight and a half
inches; but as, perhaps for the next twenty
years, only a comparatively moderate amount
of traffic may be looked for; and that—

““The object- to: be: accomplished - should : be,
while  sufficiently providing ' therefor, as well as
for a reasonable increase of it, to' open up the
country at the minimum of capital outlay.”

Now, I regret to state that althoungh: this
was - the system which . the Government
was pledged. to carry out; it appears; in’a
later report, that the Engineer-m-Chief has
changed his mind altogether, and has found
that cheapness was not necessary. - In' the
previous: report; which  this House adopted,
the Engineer-in-Chief stated :—

“ The permanent way, bridges, and superstriic-
ture of the line generally, may be of a much
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lighter and less expensive character than would

~'be admissible on-a line of broader guage.” .

He now states:—

4Tt does not follow, ‘as" some persons suppose,
that because a railway is of “a narrow guage, and
its equipment proportionably light, that thestrue-
ture upon it should be of a less durable character
than - those 'usually ' found on- first-class broad
guage lines.” i
In ‘other words; it  does not follow, because
we adopt a narrow guage, we should: have a
cheap system of railways ; but;, on the con-
trary, the whole of these works should be as
expensive as they would be if constructed on
the most substantial system.  Now, sir, T
think this is' an error on -the part of the
Engineer-in-Chief. I will admit, that with
regard to earthworks, cuttings, and embank-
ments, there ‘is no difference of ‘cost; but
this does not apply to many other things to
which the Engineer-in-Chief says. they do
apply.  First, it would follow from : this
statemerit that the - greater portion of this
expenditure is to be incurred in alterations

in - order  to secure greater  permanence. .
. But the question is, have we got it? If
would then be merely a question of money.

T'do not think we have it at present; and T
do . not see  any .valid reason why such
enormous sums should “be expended  on
stations.  But, with regard to the alterations,
they do not give us that greater permanence,
which we are told in this new report we are:
fohave. The wear and tear on a railway is
on the rolling stock and on the rails.. Now,
siv, I cannot see how it can be stated that
we. can get a strong and substantial rail-
way when we have rails of only thirty-five
pounds or forty pounds, instead - of sixty
pounds or eighty ‘pounds.  If we use the
lighter article we cannot have permanence ;
and; therefore, I do not: see why we' should
be ealled upon to vote an extra half million
when we do not get that greater permanence
where the wear and tear exist. T am
surprised ‘to find,  in reference to the
£100,000 voted, that it ' was for the additional
cost’ of the: ascent of the Main Range, in
reducing the gradient from one in fifty to one
in seventy. ~“We are told that this is a great
improvement; and thatit will enable an engine
to take an increased load u]ithe ineline. The
Engineer-in-Chief says, in his report :—

¢ The lengthening of the line nine miles in the
neighborhood of the Main  Range, was caused
by altering the Main Rauge incline from

" one in fiffy——as first intended—to one: in seventy,

in’ order to increase the load which' an engine
could: take up it (the increased load-is in the
proportion of about forty-five on one in seventy,
0 thirty-two  on one -in "fifty), which will at .
once be recognized ‘as a’ great andpermanent

improvement,  affecting the  whole ' line : from

Ipswich to Toowoomba, and - one which it would
have been veprehensible  in ‘me mnot:to -have
recommended for adoption.”

I was very much surprised indeed on reading
the report, that, although £100,000 had-been



396 Completiun‘qf Railway Lihe’s to [ASSEMBLY.] Dalty, Warwick, and Westwood.

expended for the purpose of making the
incline less, to find tﬂat it had not been
reduced—that while it was reduced generally
to one in seventy, the steepest gradient was
still one in fifty. = I do not object o the
average line being one in seventy, but I do
postively object to any:statement-being made
of this' deseription—-that: we are making a

great improvement, when, by turning to the -

next page we find it stated :—

“ Steepest gradient one in fifty, of which ninety-
one chains are continuous.  Total length of one
in fifty, four miles fourteen chains.”

- ..
‘Where, then,is the permanent improvement?
I have no objection to the gradient of one in
fifty. 1 -think that when 'a gentleman
in the position of the Engineer-in-Chief,
allows: such - a statement to: appear in his
report, it is sufficient to induce this House
to exercise great caution in the matter of
railway expenditure.  Again, it is stated that
there 1s a sum of £42,000 to be expended for
*an additional length of seven milés on the
 Warwick line. - The Engineer-in-Chief, in a

special report: laid ‘before this House last

session, stated that he could not: recommend
the carrying of the line through Drayton
on -account -of ‘the bad gradients, and that
it would be better to go a longer distance.
A deviation was: therefore made on the
line, by which the distance was increased
_some fourteen miles, in: order that an
ascent  of one in one hundred in the
neighborhood of Drayton might be avoided:
Here, again, a large sum ‘was thrown away
on what the Engineer-in-Chief calls improve-
merts, - I have already alluded to the expen-
sive character of the railway stations, and I
do trust that the Government. will take such
steps as will ‘avoid in future the erection of
extravagantly expensive railway stations of
unsuitable materials. - T-cannot: see why we
should import expensive railway : stations
from England, when: we have an ample
supply of more durable, and certainly more
suitable, material. in the colony. T think
they ought to be constructed of the materials
and with “the labor to: be found 'in :the
colony. There is oneother thing in this
report which appears to me fo be also
extremely reprehensible, ‘and that is: the
statement of the Engineer-in-Chief, that the
cost of those lines, 192 miles in length,
when fully - equipped, will ‘be: £1,650,000.
‘We have a right to expect that that state-
ment  of the cost- shall be something like
correct ; but a reference to the votes of the
House will shew, that instead of  £1,650,000,
we have been called upon to'vote £1;718,000,
which is some £70,000 or £80,000: in excess
of his statement. - This ‘item alone will
increase the cost of all the railways in the
district by some: £400. a mile. ~Instead of
costing £8,600, they  will cost "£9,000. T
refer only-to: the cost of the singlelines. 1
think we have ‘a:right to expect that his
statement should -be correct. I have shewn

that his statement of the cost of the line
is incorrect: Although his figures shew the
cost of the line to be £8,600 per mile, I
believe that it ought to be set down at a

- still larger sum. If we go a roundabout

way for the purpose of reducing the cost per
mile, we increase the cost in another point of
view by increasing -the distance. = The
original -estimate for the Dalby line, with a
branch to ' Warwick, was for a distance of
174" miles. - As the line will now be con-
structed, it will be 192 miles, making a
difference of some eighteen miles. If we
take the sum at present voted and divide it
by the number of miles, we shall find that
the ‘cost’ per mile will be about: £10,000,
although the orignal estimate was that it
would cost about £6,000 or £7,000 per mile,
In comparing the cost of the New South
Wales Imes with our own, the Engineer-in-
Chief has made a comparison which, I think,
is incorrect; namely, that the cost of the New
South Wales lines was £19,500 per mile. A
reference to the report of Mr. Rae, the Com-

~ missioner of Railways in Sydney, will shew

that this £19,500 was the average cost of the
whole lines constructed in New South Wales;
including - the: double line between Sydney
and Parramatta, terminal works, and the
enormous sum  expended on the Darling
Harbor branch; and that these lines were
constructed during the gold fime, when: the
price of labor was: high. - Mr. Rae; in his
report; states that the average cost of single
lines 1s about £14,000 per mile. If we are to

“institute a comparison at all, it ought to be

drawn as against our railways. They are
now constructing lines in - one district at
£7,000 per mile;: and in another at £8,000
per: mile, but this does not include the rolling
stock: But if we add that, it will still leave
£10,000 as: the cost in: one district, and
£9,000 in another.  If the Engineer-in-Chief
made these statements for the imformation of
the: House, he ought to have drawn the
comparison fairly. The impression that his
report has left upon my mind is, that he has
incurred: a large amount of expenditure
which he ought' not to have ineurred; and
that an attempt is being made to explain it
away. T have shewn that the principle of
cheapness; which was adopted by this House,
has been departed from, in favor of more
expensive and substantial works. Thisisa
departure - from the principles adopted by
this House.: We are told in this report that
the cost of these lines, -when fully equipped,
will ‘be £1,650,000. . But out of the whole
192 miles; only about 37 miles are completed ;
and the most difficult portion-of the line is
still. uncompleted. - It is 'a very common
thing for sums to be ‘asked for in excess of
the estimate, and I fear we may yot be
called upon for a further sum; before the
remaining  portioh = of  the 192 miles  is
completed.  In ' the present report, the

“Engineer-in-Chief has not any very distinct

statement ‘that the’ lines can be completed
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for the sum voted. It appears to me that
- there are several items of probable expendi-
ture that have not been provided for; for
instance, we have heard a good deal about
3 dispute between the contractors and the
et r, and if the dispute should be
. gowded against the Government, that will
“have to be provided for. There is another

“:still more serious point which, it appears

to me, has not been calculated upon at all.
In the thirteenth clause of the report, itis
stated that—

“The excuse which the contractors urge for
slow progress made with the works is,"that in
consequence of alberations which it was considered
desirable to make in the centre of the line of
railway, at several points, after the line was
cleared of timber, great delay was necessarily
oceasioned in the prosecution of the works.”

But that—

“ince the middle of October last, before
which :time nearly the whole of the alterations
were decided upon, there can be alleged no
reasonable excuse whatever for their neglect of
the works.”

Now, sir, if nearly the whole of the alterations
were decided upon before the middle of
October last, we may conclude that a pretty
considerable number of alterations have been
made in the line since the contract was
signed. If a contract were signed for a lump
sum, alterations were generally regulated
according to a schedule of prices, either in
increasing or reducing the whole amount,
but it very rarely reduced it. We have an
admission here, that the alterations are very
numerous, and every one of them must
necessitate an increase in the original
cost of the work. It is a fact generally
acknowledged, that when work is paid
for according to a schedule of prices,
we cannot say what it will cost.
We are entirely in ignorance of what this
line will cost. Thereis no sum included in
the £422,860 already voted for additional
expenditure beyond the amount of the original
estimate, to cover the cost of any other
alteration or contingency which may occur.
Therefore; any other contingencies that do
occur will have to be provided for by a vote
of this House. On these grounds, therefore,
I have reason to apprehend that this House
will be called upon to vote another half a
million to complete these lines. The original
estimate was a million and a quarter—we
have voted half a million more—and we ma;

probably be called upon to vote another half a
million. T have no doubt that the money will
be voted, if it be required to complete the
lines. My object in bringing forward this
matter is this: I think the financial diffi-
culties which have recently occurred ought
to be a warning to this House and to the
Government to keep down the expenditure
as low as possible ; and wesought not to allow
the Engineer-in-Chief to be constantly
coming forward and asking for additional
sums for improvements of one kind and

another. At the best, we shall have only an
inferior railway, in point of power and speed,
and the particular portion of the line on which
the wear and tear takes place will not be
improved by the additional expendifure.
*With regard to the resolution which I have
laid upon the table, if I had thought that it
would have any practical effect whatever,
beyond acting asa warning, I should not
have brought it forward, because I feel
convineed it is essential that we should
complete these lines. I have been informed .
that the Engineer-in-Chief, . while under
examination in another place, stated that he
would complete the lines for the sum he had
named. ' If they can be completed for that
sum no harm will occur from the passing of
this resolution. I think we should not have
had to vote this additional sum of £422,000
if the House had been' consulted before
the alterations were made. I think they
ought not to have been made beéfore they
had obtained the sanction of the House. We
have, at all events, voted a sufficient sum to?
carry on the railway works for another
twelve months—till the next session of Par-
liament; and if, by that time, it may be
found necessary to make further alterations
and improvements, the Governmentcan get the
consent of the House before they are agreed
to. The only effect of this resolution, if
passed, will be that it will oblige the Govern-
ment to come down and ask the House for
the money before they spend it; instead of’
first spending it and then coming to ask for
it. We have no information as to what is
required for the completion of the line,
except the engineer’s repgrt, which is as
unreliable a document as e could wish to
see. Although every member of this House
who voted for the additional grant of
£422,000 did it unwillingly, I think it is
necessary for the House to express its
opinion that the Goverpment should be
cautious in coming down to ask for another
grant. I am not aware whether the honorable
member the Minister for Lands and Works
will agree to this resolution or oppose it;
but I think it desirable that it should be put
to the House. I would propose ifs being
passed exactly in its present form, but I would
have mo objection to insert the words if
practicable,” if the House should think it
desirable to do so. .
Mer. Rarr seconded the resolution.
The SEcRETARY For Laxps anD WoRrks:
Personally, I should not have the slightest
objection to the resolution being carried, but
I trust I shall be able to impress the House
and honorable members with the desirability
of withdrawing it; because the motion, as 1t
now stands, if carried, would be positively a
violation of the Railway Act: for the moment
the plans were approved by this House they .
became, in fact, as much the law as the Act
-itself—therefore any alteration of those plans
would necessitate the passing of another Act

| of Parliament. But the honorable member,
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in bringing forward this motion condemiing
the Engineer-in-Chief, has done so in a way
which T think does not justify the sweeping
condemnation which he has arrived at. He
has charged the engineer with making unfair
comparison between the cost of the works®
between Ipswich and Toowoomba and the cost
of the New South Wales lines; but if
honorable members will lpok at the report of
the New South Wales Commissioner of
Railways, they will find that the misrepresen-
tation to which the honorable member refers
exists more in the report of Mr. Rae than in
the report of the Engineer-in-Chief of those
railways. In point of fact, there is mo
misrepresentation in that report at all. Tt
has beeii asserted in the New South Wales
newspapers that the railways in that colony
have been made over country far more diffi-
cult than that over which the railways have .
been made in this colony. Now, I maintain |
that it is nothing of the kind. The railways
in New South Wales are made generally over
#flat countries, and until they get to the” Blue
Mountains they travel over nothing equal to
the Main Range, and they have done nothing
as yet equal to the ILattle Liverpool. I
think honorable members must arrive ab
the conclusion that the money could not have
been better expended. It is true that the
railways in New South Wales have cost only
£14,000 per mile, and that the original
amount for our lines here was £6,000 to
£7,000, but the line over the Main Range
was never estimated to cost less than from
£9,000 to £10,000 per mile, and when that
difficulty has been got over there will be no
difficulty in completing the rest of the line
for £6,000 or :,6‘7,&0 per mile. The honor-
able member for South Brisbane is quite
well aware that the line from Toowoomba to
Dalby will be completed for a less sum than
that mentioned by Mr. Fitzgibbon, while
that at Warwick will not exceed the amount
of the estimate. I do not see, therefore,
that so far as the permanent way is consi-
dered, Mr. Fitzgibbon can becalled to account.
" Butthe honorable member has referred to the
question of the terminal stations, and he
maintained that the terminal stations were
extravagantly pubt together, composed of
material of an extravagant character, and
so expensively put up, that they added
materially to the expense of the whole line.
I think there must be some misapprehension
on this subject. I have seen hand-bills
going about, stating that these iron railway
stations cost £27,000, and that they were to
be put up all the length of the lime. I do
not know of any such thing. I admit that
the station at Ipswich has cost a good deal of
money. It has cost much more than T
expected, and if the Government had known
it would have cost so much, it would not
have been ordered from England. The only
other iron railway station that I know of, s
the one which was ordered for Toowoomba,
but that has been countermanded. The

only other iron station at all, is the station
at Laidley, which has. cost more than I
thought it would. I believe. that we might
have built a station there for one-eighth of
the expense, which would have sufficed fop

all the traffic of that line. = Instructio, « havg ©=

been given, long ago, that no more . 4
stations shall be ordered from' England.
‘With regard to the line itself, the honorable
member for South Brisbane would lead the
House to believe that, because the line is a
light one, it is of an unsubstantial character,
and that, by-and-bye, it will be necessary to
make @ new line. Now, I am not aware
that the honorable member iz justified by
any information in his possession in arriving
at that conclusion. Although the line may
be light, it is perfectly substantial; and an
engineer, who has gone over the line, has
stated that, for a narrow guage line, it is as
substantial a railway as he has ever seen.
The honorable member has said that the
rails ought to weigh eighty pounds; but it
should be recollected that the weight of the
rails is rvegulated by the speed and the
weight put upon them; therefore, if you
place engines weighing only half, the weight
of goods only half, and the speed.only half,
you cannot have anything like the Wwear and
tear which they have on other railways,
because the wear and tear depends upon the
weight and speed ; therefore, we are justified
in arriving at the coneclusion, that our line
will last as long as the rails on other lines of
double the weight. The line has now
been at work, day and night, for the
last twelve months; and so far as I know.-
the rails have not exhibited any trace of
wear. I have no desire to keep back from
the House the impression which exists in my
mind. I believe there is no resson to fear
that the line will not be completed for the
amount voted by the House; but if the
arbitration which is now pending between
the contractors and the Government should
go against us, there is no provision made for
such a contingency. But we feel that we
shall'be successful, or, at any rate, that we
ought to be successful. No provision can be
made for anything of the kmd, because we
do.not know, in the first place, what claim is
to’ be put forward by Messrs. Peto and Co.,
and we do not know, in the second place,
that the arbitrator is likely to award them
anything. Beyond the usual wear and tear
of the time, I am not aware that the Govern-
ment will come down to ask the House for
another sixpence to complete the line beyond
what has been already voted. Ifthe Govern-
ment should do so, I shall be very much
astonished. The Government do intend,
independent of the decision in the arbitration
case, to which I have just alluded, to come
to some fresh understanding with M.
Fitzgibbon, with regard to the position
which he occupies in relation to the Govern-
ment, Although he has discharged his duty
faithfully and well, and carried out his



Completion of Railway Lines to - [27 Jone.]

contracts to the letter ; yet I do feel that the
Government is placed in a false position, in
having to deal with 'a contractor in the
capacity of their engineer. I feel that it is
placing me in aposition which no responsible
Minister ‘ought to oceupy. It was done for
the purpose of economy; and; although it
was . economical, 'in: comparison’ with" the
expense of establishing a department; still, T
think that steps should be taken to” establish
a department. With regard to'the  existing
contracts, I think they may be arranged on
fair ‘and equitable terms,. I trust that, after
this explanation, the honorable member will
withdraw. his ‘motion..  If the motion were
carried, it will effect nothing. It may be a
warning to the Government; but I.do:not
think that the Government are entitled o
any warning:.. - It is ‘their duty to be pre-
pared; and to see that the votes of the House
are carefully expended ; and if ‘they 'do. not
do this, they must submit to the condemna-
tion: of the: House. . I trust the: honorable
member will withdraw-the motion:

~Mr. Rarr: Fam always adverse to enter-
ing into a discussion on any branch of a
subject, when there is a probability of " its
- coming before the House i another shape:;
but I de think thatthe honorable. member
for: South Brisbane had good reason for
calling: the attention: of the House to this
particular branch of: the subject without any
delay.. ‘Had I.drawn up the resolution
. myself, ‘T believe I should have worded it
differently. - I would have made it affirm the
necessity of taking steps to securethe proper
completion of ‘the railways, and of obtaining
a reliable estimate of their probable: cost.
The Minister-for Lands ‘and Works® must
admit that the estimates: which hdave “been
put - before - him - hitherto “have not- been
reliable estimates. It is always necessary
that the Treasurer, to enable him to manage
the finances of  the - colony, should have
reliable ‘estimates: as to the cost of carrying
on these expensive works. = The honorable
member for  South Brisbane states that he
only wished to ‘bring: the matter before the
House to secure an expression of its opinion ;
and; although the honorable the Minister for
Lands = and . Works thinks - they ‘are " not
entitled to any expression of opinion; I think
it is- the duty of the Hounse to caution the
Government ; and if it'be given without any
feeling - of - obstructiveness, -he should be
thankful for it.. It would be a serious matter
for the colony; and I think that no:Govern-
ment could suffer a greater: disgrace, than
that which would follow from their placing
the: eolony -in a financial fix.- That, above
everything, ought to be: carefully avoided;

for there is nothing calculated  to bring

greater discredit on the colony or: disgrace
on the Government. - The resources.of the

colony are great and: elastic; and, therefore; ¥

any - Gfovernment which -brought the affairs
of . the ' colony . into- ‘a :state  of - con-
fusion, would deserve ~severe reprobation:

‘Anthe first Instance.
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So much for the necessity for the Government -

. to secure reliable = estimates, and to take

care that the expenditure they-sanction is
an - expenditure - they have the means :of
providing for. = T have said thatsteps should

vbe taken for the proper completion of ‘the

line ; and, notwithstanding what has: fallen
from the: honorable the Secretary for Lands
and ‘Works; as to tgle sufficiency of the forty
pound. rail, T-very much question if honor-
able: members: can -consider the laying of
that -rail a proper completion. At any
rate, it is * contrary to. the opinion I have
had from:engineers on. the subject. I have
myself great doubts as to its bemg a proper
completion, notwithstanding what has been
stated, ~and I also  doubt: af it® is an
economical thing to do. If seventy pound
rails “had been' put down :instead of: forty
pound rails, the. difference ~might: have
amounted to about £500: per mile. Well,
that might, -at the first view, appear to be a
considerable additional cost ; but if it should
become necessary, in a year or two, to replaces
the rails; it will "be seen that it would have
been a saving to have ldid down the heavier
rails in the first instance. The inconvenience
would not be so: great if there were a double
line of rails, because the traffic could still be
carried on, but as there is- only ‘a single line
of rails; ‘the traffic will have to be stopped
while the rails are being replaced. Tt will,
therefore; be evident, that where : there is
only a single line of ‘rails; every ecare should
be taken to have theline properly constructed
I think that is all
there is’ any need for me to say on the
question  before the House. = The question
as ‘to: whether there is blame or not to be
attached to the Engineer-in-Chief should not
be alluded to at present. It has been stated,
that there should be‘a: select committee to
inquire .into the matter; and the House
ought -at the present time 'to confine its:
attention. to the necessity of obtaining reliable
estimates, and- seeing that in future any lines
of “railway are: completed in a substantial
manner. - -The honorable ‘the  Secretary for
Lands ‘and. Works made = his' assertion
very  positively, ‘and, ‘as I think, very
unguardedly, that the forty pound rails were
equal for the purposes of the line to eighty
pound - rails. -~ Had they been :laid on
continuous sleepers that might have been the
case, but: I do not:think it is the case where
they are laid ‘on  transverse sleepers.” For
my. part, I think the honorable gentleman
should: have: had. the  opinions: of other
engineers ‘than the Engineer-in-Chief, - that
the forty pound rails are as'good ‘as eighty
pound rails would be, before he made such a
positive statement as he has made on the
subject. : :

Mr. Darrymrry said he hoped the honor-
able member. for South:Brishane would not
act on the suggestion that had been made to
him' to: withdraw the ‘motion; but. that-he
would persevere with it ; and if it should be
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pressed to a division he would support him,

and the more especially as a few days ago,

when a committee was moved for to mquire
into railway matters, it was refused, but by a
majority of only two. ' The appointment: of
such a committee was absolutely necessary ;
‘and though there was another motion on the
paper for the appointment of a railway com-
mittee, he had no confidence that it would:be
carried, either. He hada full convietion that

when that motion was brought forward the

previous question: would be moved on that

oceasion also, and ' the  country would Dbe-

again denied an inquiry as to the expenditure
of nearly three-millions of capital.: Now, if
that was to be the case, in the name of all
that -washonest and straightforward, let them,
to the best of their power, so bind the hands

of the G-overnment that they would nothe able -
to spend the money in a wholesale manner,

" and on the mere word of one Minister of the
Crown.  He should be happy to support the
motion of the honorable ‘member, but he
would suggestto him to make an alteration in
it that would only do justice to a portion of the
colony which was notin the habit of receiving
justice " from the House  The honorable
member, in: his motion, said that the present
estimate of the Engineers:in-Chief was in
excess of the first estimate of those officers:
Now he begged to inform the House that the
FEngineers-in-Chief, in the plural, had not
made such an estimate. - He believed that
the first estimate sent in by the Engineer-in-
Chief for the northern line, from Rockhamp-
ton to Westwood, was made previous to the
line being surveyed. and therefore previous

. to its being possible to give anything like

a correct estimate. . The Engineer for the
Northern Railway gave what was an approxi-
mate estimate only, but he could not give a
correct estimate, or anything like one; as no
survey had been made; and so the vote
passed for that line was, as it-were, merely a
vote to account. - The vote this year was the
only vote that was given on the absolute
estimate of “the Engmeer-in-Chief of the
Northern Railway.  He might also remark
to the House that it was possible a further

sum of a few thousands of pounds might be |

required: for the completion of the railway
Westwood ; but the expenditure of that
sum would: only be necessary in consequence
of what was referred to by the honorable
‘member for North Brisbane, Mr.  Raff; who
stated that the rails adopted by the Govern:
ment were of too: weak a nature, and too
light a description’; and the Engineer:in-
Chief for the northern line would find it
necessary—to- make his line a. substantial
one—+to add a third more sleepers:than he
originally intended ~should - be “laid  down.
The honorable the ~Secretary. for Lands
~and Works had stated ‘that the rails on
the southern line were.not  too weak, but
the honorable: gentleman would find, on
further inquiry, that that was not correct;
for, owing 'to' the" distance the - sleepers

were apart, and the lightness of the rails, there
was a plunging motion, which was produced,
he believed, from the rails. springing under:
the carriage, which must be very detrimental
to the rolling stock and other material. - He
believed ‘the = Engineer-in-Chief would be
perfectly right, if he made the work as sub-
stantial ‘as possible, at the first, though it
should cost a few thousand pounds more than
he estimated it would cost.. He would sug-

.gest -to the honorable member for  South

Brisbane, to amend his motion; by substi-
tuting the word * engineer’” for ‘“ engineers’”
and striking out the words ¢ andto West-
wood.” = If the honorable member would do
that, he would support: the motion; for he
believed it was ~absolutely necessary there
should be an inquiry made as to the present
state of the railway works of the colony.

The Coronrat. TREASURER said the Goyv-
ernment - could ‘not be surprised that a
motion, of the nature of the one tabled by the
honorable member for South Brisbane, should
have been tabled, under the circumstances in
which they found themselves, in connection
with the railway works, and the expenditure
of the colony, as these had been shewn to
the House ; but he trusted, with thehonorable
member at the head of the Government, that
the. honorable member for -South Brisbane
would not think it necessary to press: the
motion. = He thought it must have escaped
the recollection of the honorable member
that; during last session—mearly at the close
of the session—a resolution was passed; the
effect of which would meet the o%)ject of the
honorable member in tabling the motion now
before the House. = He thought it was on the
motion: of the then: honorable member for
North Brishane, Mr: Blakeney; that aresolu-
tion was passed, to the effect that no sum of
money: should be spent. by the Government
on any work, beyond the amount voted for
such work, without first obtaining the per-
mission: of the House. Now that, he thought,
was. exactly  the  object. of the present
resolution ; and ~such ‘being the case, the
resolution passed last session should be suffi-
cient to satisty the honorable member, espe-
cially ‘after the  discussion which had now
taken place and the opinions which had been

“expressed. . He must say that he was a little

surprised-at hearing the allusion made by the
honorable member for North Brisbane, Mr.

Raff,to what he called the disgraceful position -

that any Government—and he thought the
honorable member alluded. to"the present
Government in particular—the disgraceful
position a-Government must find themselves
in-ab being. the cause of bringing about a
financial: difficulty, which ought never to be
done by any Government under any circum-
stances.  But the honorable member had not
recollected ' that ‘no financial ~confusion or

« financial difficulty ‘had been brought about

by the action of the Government, that was
not in the first instance authorised by the
House, It was not possible for the Govern-
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ment, because votes were passed by the
House, and the sale of debentures authorised,
ag amatter of course to sell those debentures;
and any confusion, if any had arisen; must be
from ‘the non-sale of the debentures. ' He
submitted, then, that there was nothing in the
position of the colony, beyond the position of
any other colony or country, to lead. to- the
belief that their debentures were not as liable
to be refused in the English market as those
of any other  country.  As it was: only on
that' ground - any - confusion”could arise, no
blame could be shewn on'that head to be due
to the Government.” Much" stress had been
laid on the supposition—and: it was. at pres-
ent only a mere matter of opinion, and one
that had not been.shewn to be the opinion-of
professional men on the subject—that the
rails- were too light. " Now he thought it-had
been well and clearly shewn by the honor-
able” gentleman at the head of the Govern-
ment, thatlight traffic and the absence of speed
in the'same degree; required only light rails.
It had not-been ‘shewn by honorable mem-
bers opposite that the rails were out of pro-
portion, or disproportionately light to- the
lightness: of the rolling- stock, the lightness
of the'traffic, and the rate: of speed. Upto
the present time, therefore, he submitted there
had been no case shewn against the Govern-
ment.

Mr. DarrymMPLE : I simply mentioned the
probable effect of heavy traific: '

The CoroniaL TREASURER:- If the traffic
were as heavy, and the speed ‘as great, as a
broader guage: allowed, the lightness-of the
rails would be insufficient ; ‘but - as that was
not the case, they were quite sufficient, and
he had not heard - one professional opinion to
the' contrary. - He “thought the ‘honorable
member for ‘South Brisbane would-find  that
it was quite sufficient- to-have brought this
matter-before the House, and he trusted: that
he would now think fit to-withdraw it.

Mr. 'Pring said he hoped. the honorable
mover would not adopt the suggestion which
had been made, ‘that he should perform the
farce of placing a motion: on the paper, making
a speech ~upon -it, and then withdrawing -it,
because the honorable the Premier; or the
honorable the Treasurer asked him to do so.
He' thought the honorable member :should
shew he was sincere in putting the motion on
the paper, and that he should not withdraw i,
unless some good reason were shewn that he
should ' do so.: - He could tell the honorable
memberthat if he pressed his motion he would
have the support of honorable members on
the  Opposition side of ‘the  House.:  The
remarks made by the honorable member for
Norvth:Brisbane, Mr. Raff, were, he thought,
quite correet, and very much’ to the point;
and’ he did" not think the honorable: the
Colonial Treasurer had satisfactorily answered
them. He entirely coincided with the remark
made by the honorable ' member for North
Brisbane,  Mr. ‘Raff, that it would be a
disgrace to any Government to placethecolony

3¢

in a financial difficulty ; and he eould:not put
it down, as the honorable: the Treasurer had
done; to the non-sale of debentures. Why,
when the Government asked the House the
other day to pass- a Loan Bill they had no
debentures to sell.

The Coronrarn TrReASURER : The honorable
member is mistaken.

Mzr. Prine : They were all mortgaged; or
at any rate they were all contracted: for, and
the Government: had not- a' sixpence in the

"bank: - They had to rush’ the Loan - Bill

through “the House, and had - to send: to
Sydney for a banker to accept the debentures
that were authorised to: be issued; because
they ‘had not a penny.. It might be owing
to the non-sale of debentures now, but: it
could not be owing to-the non-sale.of «deben-
tures:then, because they were not printed.
The Coroxiar TrEAsvrER: He did not
admit that there was financial confusion, and
he did not admit that the confusion, if any
existed;, was owing to the non-sale of deben-
tures. “What~ he said ‘was, that if any
confusion did arise; it must be from the non-

.-sale of debentures, and not from the conduet

of the Government.

Mr. Prine said he orly quoted the honor-
able: member’s own. words.. . He did not say
there was any confusion” in the Government
affairs, though he had heard: there was a
great deal of confusion. ‘As he understood
the honorable the Treasurer, the difficulty or
confysion; if any existed, would arise from
the non-sale of debentures: But:there were
no debentures to. sell ‘till ‘the Loan Bill was
passed:  But he'maintained that the Govern-
ment-was in ‘a financial difficulty when the
TLoan Bill was before the House; and honorable
members-were told: that the Government was
in sueh-a difficulty that if the Bill were not
passed the “public works. would have to
be stopped, --and - several " thousand - people
would be ‘thrown out of employment. Any
finaneial - difficulty that. might-have existed
was not owing to the non-sale of debentures,
for the Government had none to: sell.:: But
they had plenty now. - It would not be right
for -any Government to place the country
in - finaneial “difficulty, and if honorable
members-could prevent the Government from
placing the country in a financial difficulty it
was right they should. = He fully agreed with
what was said by the honorable member for
South Brishane on-the subject.  That honor-
able member put the matter in a“fairlight,
and, ‘as it -appeared: to him, the honorable
member’ did not bring forward the motion
for the purpose of embarrassing the Govern-
ment. - He did not know if the House could
control any expenditure of money inreference -
to contracts entered into by the Government,
for, the estimates-were framed in: accordance
with those contracts, and the contracts might
have: been: signed, and. they usually included
4" schedule for exbras: An engineer might
give an estimate of extras, but.as the honor-
able the Secretary for Lands and Works had
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said, it was impossible he  could  calculate,
before the  signing of ~the  contraect; . what
amount would actually be-required for extras,
because the necessity for many of the extras
only became apparent as the work progressed.

For instance, where a tunnel wagirequired,’

it-would be impossible,  until it was opened
up, to say positively whether it would require
to be lined: or not.” That could not be: known
at the time of the signing of the contract, nor,

though it were known: that it would require

to be lined, - could it be known: positively
what kind of lining would be required. - In
such cases  the cost of extras was generally
regulated by a schedule: of prices. - Such
being the case, the House could not control
the Government in that respect ;- and, conse-
quently; he - thought the  resolution  in'that
respect might go-too fay. = The resolution, he
+.thought, should not" be confined to the War-
wick or Dalby line; but, if it were meant for
a warning to the Government, should refer to
any line that might'be made afterwards. He
did not know much about the construetion of
railways, and he believed there were: other
honorable  members in a-like position with
himself - in -that' respect.  He,  therefore,
“thought that if & committee to inquire into
the railway affairs’ of the colony, as moved
for the: other night, had been appointed, it
would have: been able to solve a great pro-
blem, and ~ might: have: enabled honorable
members to: get rid of many dificulties which
were resting on their minds. - But the House
did not eoncur.in the ‘motion for the appoint-
ment of such a comimittee; and so he supposed
there would not: be one: this session. . As to
the rails; " the honorable the Secretary - for
TLands and Works had been: informed by his
Engineer-in-Chief as to-requisite weight of
the rails; and no doubt: the honorable gentle-
man was - imbued with the opinion-thatthe
Engineer-in-Chief - was . correct.  Now,- he
must- say, it appeared to - him - unlikely
that the Engineer-in-Chief  would admit to
the honorable’ the: Secretary for Lands and
“Works that he had constructed a line with a
forty pounds weight rail improperly, because,
if he admitted that a forty pounds weight rail
was not sufficient to- carry the carriages, he
would: be admitting that he had committed
another mistake, and had misled the Minister
for Lands and ' Works by an error of judgment
in that respect, as he.appeared to-have misled
him in others. - Therefore, if ‘the opinion
of  the honorable” the Secretary  for: - Lands
and 'Works was~ derived: from- that source,
he (Mr. Pring) - should = be - disposed ' to
look wpon it with some degree of caution.
The honorable: the Colonial Treasurer had
agserbed that no professional man: or engineer
had given .a- contrary opinion. ' Now, he
could “inform the  honorable -gentleman that
he had the opinion of a man who: had had
thirty-six years experience in the construetion
of rallways in” England: That' person had
told-him- that the great defeet in the lines
was, that the weight of the rails was only

~weight :on the

1

forty pounds instead of sixty pounds.::That,
he - said, was the great-fault of theline. It
was not-an oscillating motion, he understood,
that was produced; but ‘a: vibratory motion;
so-that -when  a person was sitting in a
carriage,. he was bumped up and down,
and’ that- arose- from. the rails not-being of
sufficient weight to" carry the carriages. He
agreed - that where there’ was a light traffie,
and light carriages and engines, rails of forty
pounds: weight-might do; but the present
question was, whether & rail of forty pounds
Southern - and: Western
Railway were " rails caleulated to:bear: the
weight-of the carriages and engines running
on that line. - That was the question; and a
man- who. had had’ an experience in the
construction - of  railways: in. London - and
other places, extending over thirty-six years,
had “fold: him'' they were' not-—that they :
were- 100 light,~—that that was the great
defect of the line, and he must say that he
believed:it. ;
Mr. Hirsert said that, as he was instru-
mental, by the ~amendment . he “brought
forward, in preventing the motion from being
carried -for ‘the appointment of a' committee
o’ inquire into the way in which the railways
were being carried out, he thought he should
state that he - did not wish the House to
believe he was not: of opinion the commitiee
should: be ‘appointed, or - that. the: House
should ‘not take notice. ofthose matters
frequently. - As to this:and other matters of
importance, which' theHouse had to deal
with; he thought a motion, such as the one
now before the  House, ~might be  carried
without embarrassing the:Government ;- and
he felt satisfied that the honorable member for
South ' Brisbane, in  bringing forward . this
motion, did not do so with the view. of embar-
rassing - the Government, for he had sub-
mitted his motion in moderate terms and had
couched itin moderate language. - He did not
think: that-if such a motion were passed, it
would  embarrass. the Government ;- but, on
the other hand, he must say that he did :not
think it ‘was definite enough, or that it was
couched in: such language”that ‘it -would do
much good.:He thought the House would
have . to pay ‘more regard to such matters,
and assume a closer inspection of the expen-
diture of the colony, than they had ‘hitherto
done:: -He had felt: that the estimates for
such -works' should be: placed more in detail
before the House before they were goneinto,
and- he should still- like to have some of  the
estimates for railway works placed in: detail
before the House:  He should still like, for
instance, to have an opportunity of . voting as
to the amounts  that should be expended for
wayside stations, as well as’ for lock-ups and
gaols.~ He admitted that he was to.some '
extent culpable, for: insisting that some. of
those things which were now complained of
should be done; but he did not see it at the
time. ' He,; however, found that they should
not place full reliance on - the reports of an
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Engineer-in-Chief. ~ He had ‘no doubt as to
the ability of ‘the Engineer-in-Chief,: but he
thought it must be admitted that his reports,
from time to time, did not read well together.
He hoped the honorable gentleman whohad
the immense responsibility. of those works on
his shoulders, would consult the House more
.. “frequently as to the details of the works than

he'had hitherto done. and he was sure; if he
did- so, - he: would : receive the support:-of
the House. - He also thought they should be
moré  particular, rather than less particular,

as to:the way they spent the money they

borrowed than they were with the expendi-
ture of the general revenue. . 'When they had
to borrow three millions of money, were they
to allow an Engineer-in-Chief to  recommend
large increases from time' to time without
checking: them in any way P He’thought
it was not fair- to- the  Government- that
it should be'so. He was glad his'honorable
friend the Secretary for: Lands and Works
had stated that at no distant day he should
have the Engineer-in-Chief responsible - to
the Government. - He did not deny the com-
petency of the: gentleman who had taken
charge of those -works, or that he had:done
hig work: well;. but 'inthe carrying out
and the oversight of such works, the Govern-
ment must have some: person properly res-
ponsible to them, even though it should cost
£10,000 a-year.” He did not: think - they
should even grudge- that- for a person’ who
would properly:advise  the (fovernment: in
all such matters. " He: could: not think that
any one whoheld the position of a’ contractor
‘was the proper person to advise the Govern-
ment as to such works, for he naturally had
his own interest at heart. - He must say that
he differed, and’ that :considerably,  from
the Engineer-in-Chief; -as" to . the so-called
improvements - he had -ade “on  his line;
and he believed that, even at the present
stage of the proceedings, the works between
Toowoomba - and ' “Dalby and ' between
‘Toowoomba, -and Warwick, ‘might be con-
siderably cheapened. - He:saw no- difficulty
as to the gradients, for he:did not see that
they ~need be' so’ low: "as . they *were,
They could ‘reduce  the number  and the
extent .of those gradients, and so reduce
the quantity of earth:that would have to be
removed. ~Then they might have small-way-
side stations built of hardwood slabs instead
of large stations built of expensive materials ;
and; as ‘in ‘America; they ' might -do away

- with ' the  expense of fencing in outlying

districts. He must: say that he felt some-
what strongly on that point, as he felt that
such fencing was not so much fencing in: the
line exactly as'it wag fenecing in other people’s
property. - If the - oecupiers of ‘land for
grazing purposes along the lines of railway
wished to protect: their stock from" danger,
by getting on to the line, they ought to
erect the fence or bear  the expense of its
erection.. If the lines were fenced in, the

grass . would be- allowed’ fo ' grow within

the fences, which would increase the danger of
fires, by sparks from the engine, which might
spread over the adjacent lands and cause great
destruction: - And, further,5if they fenced in .~
the Iines; they secured the drivers in driving
at an improper speed, from-the danger:of
obstructions on the line; and; therefore, with
more safety to themselves.. If a small rate
of speed. were adopted, the light rails which
were laid down' might be sufficient, but: he
was afraid -that the trains were driven at a
high rate of speed.  He thought that for a
rate of about fifteen miles an hour, the rails
might be sufficient ; that, and for the traffic,
they were fully adequate-at that speed.  The -
motion felt in the carriages was an indica-
tion: that the trains could not be driven at

. the  rate they were usually driven at. He

had  obtained -~ considerable experience - in
England in railway matters, having lost some
money in connection with railways: at home,
and having read piles of papers about them,
he could: tell: the House, on the" strength
of ‘his own experience, that-in more- densely
peopled: districts than any in this:colony, the
railways to agricultural districts did not run
at higher speed than thirteen or fourteen
miles an“hour; and the wayside stations were
nothing like those that had been put up by
the Government: here. A small platform
was erected to enable persons to get up.or
go dawn, and: at some stations, for persons
wishing to be taken up, the train was stopped
by a signal-flag.If they did not reduce the
rate of speed atwhich the trains were being
driven, they would soon very largely inerease
the expense, and the rails would also require
continual renewal.  ‘He knew that it did not

“eome from him so: well as from the Engineer-

in-Chief to state all that, but he knew well
how those matters he had referred to - would
tell. on the expense. If the honorable the
Secretary for Lands and "'Works:- would -con-
sult the ouse frequently’ on those matters,
he would find" it to his advantage, andif
would not be much” trouble to him' to bring
the estimates before the -House. By doing
so he would relieve himself from a great deal
of . responsibility, ~and  if - anything . went
wrong, as to excessive expenditure hereafter,
he would have good grounds for taxing the
House itself with part’ of the’ responsibility
of it. :

Mr. Rarr said he wished to-make a short
explanation- as to-a remark that had been
made by the honorable the Treasurer. . That
honorable gentleman had accused him with
saying that the Government were in a financial
difficulty. Now, he wished to-say that he
did not make such a statement. He did no$
say whether the: Government were, or were
not, in a financial difficulty. - What he’ said
was, he thought. it was only fair to assume
that there was danger—if not probability,
there was : possibility—of - the - Government
getting  into  such “a difficulty. = From- the
remarks which had been made by the honor-
able the Treasurer, that if the Government
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did get into a difficulty, it would be the fault,
not'of the Government, but of the House, it
became more the ‘duty of the House fo see
that such a difficulty was avoided. '
Mr. Frrzsrmaons  said the :Government
might not, perhaps, bein a financial difficulty,
and if they were, the honorable the Treasurer
said it was -caused by the Touse, as the
expenditure” was ‘sanctioned by the House.
Now; if so, the House should be careful not
to-‘sanction anything of the sort again.” It
would “appear that the Government had a
great objection o receive any intimation or
caution ‘from. the  House; ~but ~preferred
to_act: on their’ own responsibility. ~ The
House knew the result: of the motion of the
honorable member. for. Maryborough for a

committee " of “inquiry - into :the  railways..

The same result, he presumed, would ‘attend
the similar motion standing in’the name of
the honorable the: Premier. But even if it
should 'be' earried, the ‘hoenorable members
who were named on the committee were not
members he - felt that would give satisfaction
to the House. - Tt appeared: to him. that if
the committee should be appointed ‘in' the
way -proposed, it would be something like a
secret  committee  for” the- concealment - of
what should go forth to the public. Every
member who was named for the committee
had -been ‘a party . to ‘the construction of
the railways; and was, therefore, - of course,
in 'some degree or :other responsible for
the financial difficulty into which the Govern-
ment had: fallen. - The honorable - mem-
ber: for “West ‘Moreton,  the late Colonial
Secretary, had made reference to the kind of
station houses that should be erected.  Now,
there was nothing with respect to which an
inquiry was more necessary, for they found
that in some’ districts: large station buildings
bad been put up- as ornaments, merely to
please “some - honorable  members . of: the
Houge. ' He believed the heavy expenditure
on the station at- Ipswich would never have
taken' place, but for the purpose of securing
the -votes of “some honorable members  for
that town. Now, the like of that should be
cried out-against as much as possible. If
the motion before the House were carried,
it might have- this effect that it would obtain
some information for honorable members-—
something for them to go on at"a future
time. - If "the committee proposed to be
moved  for by the honorable the  Premier

‘should be apnointed, no" proper investigation -

would - take -place, and ' nothing would come
of wit. - No satisfactory account ‘would be
given by it as'to. the railways to the House,
or to honorable -members; by ‘which they
might be: guided at a  future time.  He
hoped  the honorable member for  South
Brisbane would - press  his - motion; and - if

it~ came - to. & division' he would ‘support

him.
Mr. Royps: suggested' to the honorable

mover - that he' should withdraw the econ-. |
cluding  words—* And  that such alterations

be made in the plans, or in ‘the amount of
work -to ‘be: performed, as shall  ensure this
result.”

Mr. SANDEMAN said; that if the honorable
mover- would consent to - the suggestion  of
the  honorable “member -for the Kennedy,
Mz, Dalrymple, he :should: be prepared. to
vote for the motion. The suggestion was
that the word “‘ engineer” should be inserted
in‘the place of the: word * engineers,” and
that the words “and’ to Westwood?* should
be  struck - out::' The honorable member - at
the head of the Government had said, that
if this. motion: were: agreed to, the Govern~
ment - would be- compelled to violate existing
contracts. - Now, it appeared  tohim that
existing contracts had been: violated already,

“because . the - Government had gone to-a

much greater expense than was originally
intended.  The contracts had been increased
$0.a  very -congiderable ~extent, as: -could
be ‘proved. by a reference to the votes: of
the  House. - He did not mean to con-
demn the excess of ‘expenditure: so long
as it could be shewn that it was necessary,
but- he did object to'the additional expense
being gone ‘into" before the - House was

made aware of -its necessity, and before

they had ~an - opportunity of -deciding ' on
it. Honorable. members had mnever #ill the
present session been made  aware that such
alarge amount would be required, in-addition
to the original amount.  As to the question
of the :very large: expense which had been
spoken of, with regard. to: railway stations,
the honorable. member:at the head of the
Government admitted that he was lead into
error in that -matter, and had stated that if
he had known such: a large sum" had-been
required he would ‘not have sanctioned ‘the
erection of ‘such stations. Now that was.a
very fair: way of meéeting the ‘question. . To
admit the' error was a very fair way of
meeting the difficulty, but it did not absolve
the  Government from ‘the ' responsibility.:
They should have had sufficient control over
the executive officer, ‘and have had a better
notion of what they were doing, than to have
involved the country in‘so-largean expense as
they would be obliged to pay for. Thehonor-
able member-had also admitted, very: fairly,
the false position in which they were placed,
in: having an Engineer-in-Chief" who was a
contractor. - It was a’ monstrous: reflection,
that-in ayoung ecolony, where economy was
most-rigidly required, they: should run- inte
enormous. “expense on’ the represéntations
of “a-eontractor, when, if -a’ greater super-
vision and’ a - different system had been
adopted-in the carrying out:of the contracts,
aconsiderable sum - of money might have
been' saved. ' He .did not say it was so
absolutely, “but it ~was  always’ possible,
under such a system ; and he did say that the
House could not but denounce the principle
as @ wrong one;. that they should have: had,
during the earrying outof those large works,
a gentleman, however high his character and
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hig ability might be, in: the false position of
being both Engineer-in-Chief and contractor.
“He' believed ‘that -was, perhaps, the : great
gist of the question. . Upon it the onus of the
~-whole matter rested, and if they had really
not been-placed in the position' they now felt
themselves placed .in, as  regarded the
Engineer-in-Chief, “a - great deal: of ~what
they: required: to. investigate ~might -have
been - avoided.. - He' quite ‘agreed in- the
opinion expressed by the honorable member,
who said’ that'the whole of the responsibility
of a great: subject like this should not be letft
on the Engineer-in-Chief. - The Government,
were responsible-for- all that had:been done,
and the only way the Government  could
protect themselves in a matter - of - this kind
was by having such supervision over. the acts
of their executive officers, as would free thent-
selves  morally: from' the responsibility they
naturally incurred. . He believed it had been
said - the  Engineer-in-Chief had  complained
that he had been made regponsible to a greater
extent  than :he should: have  been; and
that the Government declined to: take the

amount’ of “responsibility - they should have

taken.: -If that were : correect, it furnished
another reason why he should not:be held
responsible’ solely ;- and. that again threw the
realresponsibility back upontlie Government.
He was rather surprised 'to'hear the honor-
able member for - West Moreton advocate
that-the railway lines: might be-very well
carried out without fencing. - He could not,
for a'‘moment, understand how, in a country
like this, where ' a' great part of the railways
ran into bush ‘country, ' where . there was
stock straying: in every direction, and where
cattle travelling were liable to cross the lines
day -and night, people could: with- safety
travel 'on’ the railways, unless the lines were
fenced in. +Not long ago, a train coming
from Grandchester to Ipswich had. a very
narrow .escape from  aserious, 'if not fatal,
“aceident, from a stray bullock getting upon
the line late in the evening.. - The railway
trains . running . through bush - country
at ‘night would  expose ‘the passengers to
many and serious risks, if the lines werée not
fenced in." "While on"that subject, he must
say that he thought a. great deal of unne-
“-cessary expense -had been incurred: by the
adoption of wire fencing. ' He thought that,
in & ecountry. like this, where the timber was
to be had for the mere cutting down, it would
have been better to have: erected: three-rail
fences, which would have kept out stock
better -than wire fences. - The erection of
suchfenceswould ‘also have had this effect,
that it would have' given' employment to a
large number of  persons: who were said to
be going - about - the - streets - of - Brisbane
and: Ipswich  without - employment.  : He
thought  -that, in every. point. of view, it
would ~ have  been’ desirable - to - have
adopted: a = deseription: of “work that would
have employed a large amount of : labor.
He  believed  that - something ~ had been

said - about  the defectiveness: of the south-
ern - lines, ~as. regarded the rails.” ‘He
had * been’ told that the enginecr. of -the
northern - line,” who - had: inspected:  the
soutliern ‘line, was of opinion  the sleepers
were - placed - too far - apart, ~and . that
that was' the reason .of the peculiar motion
which had been spoken of by some honorable.
members. Tt was, consequently, he believed,
the intention of that gentleman, with regard
to the northern lines, that that defect should
be avoided.  That was another reason why
they ‘should - have - the railway works
supervised by others than those who had a
direct interest in their construction. He
thought that, by the adoption of the motion
before -the -House, they would be able to
arrive © at some. beneficial results on' this
subject ; and he thought it was the duty of
honorable members; as.-so much' agitation
had " taken -place  on . the subject, not to
object to  any proposition that was :likely
to. throw further light on this important
question. : ,

Mr. Warnse said -he was sure that; what-
ever might be the vote on the motion before

‘the::House, honorable members would: fecl

under  some: obligation to. the  honorable
mover for - having - brought - on such ‘an
instructive debate as:they were getting into:
So  far: as' he  could make out, 1in- the
estimation of : the. present. and of the late
Premiers of the.colony, the railway policy
had been a series of blunders, from beginning
to.end ;- and if confessions were to be taken
as - atonements  for: those -blunders, both
honorable: gentlemen were prepared: to make
any -amount. of them. ~But 1t appeared to
him, ‘that' where so much money had been
spent, something more than. confessions was
required: - He ‘thought  that honorable
members, who' had taken such animportant
part” themselves in the furtherance of: the
Government schemes of those railways, were
also  blameable with the Government; and
should also get up and make their confessions.
‘When - honorable . membeys, - including- the
Government,  had. made a. clean breast of
it,-.and - when the House understood .all
the errors, -he was  prepared to -admit it
might be possible to set about a rectification
of ‘them, and then an understanding of the
real meaning of the motion before the House
might - be -arrived at. - 'With the mistakes
only - half = confessed, he must ~say he
did not. see the --real  meaning -of  the
motion. - He ~was prepared to ' think
that . the  honorable ' mover ~had - some-
thing else in view than what appeared on the
face .of the motion. - Notwithstanding the
excellence: of his remarks, he was not sure
that he saw the real drift of them. 'He was
not eonvinced that the honorable mover of the
motion intended to reflect on the Government
for what they had done; though his remarks
tended . toshew' that they had committed
blunders, and had not taken due -caution;
and, further, that he had not sufficient confi-
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dence in the Government because they had
not taken sufficient caution.” But still he could
not draw an inference from the remarks of the
honorable member, more than he:ecould from
the motion itself; that he really intended the
House should cénsure. the Government: for
their mistakes, or interfere: in-any: decided
manner, in order to prevent similar mistakes
in: future. - Now, he thought the honorable
mover should tell the House what he really
meant—whether the motion was intended as
a vote of censure on'the Government for
what they had done, or as a kind of white-
washing  of  honorable members :themselves
who had’ assisted in:these matters, so:as to
enable them; when they went back to their
constituents, to say to them,—* See what we
have said and. done  on: this subject.” = He
thought the honorable member, in justice to
his - constituents,  should: have uttered. his
remarks of that evening when the Loan Bill wag
recently before the House. - That would have
been the proper time for the honorable mem-
ber to have made the unansweérable speech
he had just made. - But. no; the honorable
member. did notthen' favor the House with
all: the information he possessed : but when
the railway question was an old one, and
when every.one was sick of i, and when the
Government were placed ina position to
carry on as they had ‘been:doing, the honor-
able member came forward and made the best
speech that had been made during the session.
Now he did not think that that was the right
way to treat the House, and he complained of
it for that reason. The remarks of the honor-
able meniber appeared to- him to be of great
value ; and whether the motion were carried
or not, he trusted. his: remarks would:be cor-
rectly ‘published, for they would: be of
great value -to- honorable ‘members, and to
all who took an . interest  in-the railway
affairs’ of ‘the: colony. ~They would: enable
people out. of: -doors -to ‘understand those
matters in a muech clearer way than they
could possibly have - done before.. He was
rather astonished’ 'that: " some - honorable
members, who felt disposed " to agree with
/such a motion now, did not'see the necessity
of enforcing :some such’ principle ‘as the one
expressed in the motion 'when the: other
railway discussion took place lately ; particu-
larly when the question of the Toowoomba
and Warwick line: was before ' the  House:
He asked the honorable the Premier—who
now admitted there were many mistakes on
his part, and’ that he had not exercised. due
watchfulness—heasked  him now why: he
did:not assist the House in preventing the
expensive ~works: for - the: Toowoomba ‘and
‘Warwick line P for he might at least have
said-to the House that they ought not to go
on- with those works at present, but wait a
little,  and “call for fresh tenders, when it
mightbe possible to exercise more economy.
That was the course the honorable member
should have pursued. - 'Why did the honor-
able  gentleman ' not " assist -the  House in

checking the system ‘of what he might call
mis-railway making ?' - The honorable gen-
tleman was now .counselling the' House' to
adopt a muchcheaper and more economical—
and probably, for the country, more snitable—
system ; but why did he not assist the House
by such an argument when the Warwick line
was under  consideration, : and’ endeavor  to
have' the construetion of that line’ stopped
till:the Government were induced to begin a
fresh system of “ railway making ? " Those
were inconsistencies  which - struck him very
forcibly ;-and he could not help complaining
that the views he-and others entertained on
this’ subject, and “advanced -on ' a. previous
occasion, though perhaps notin so clear and
telling a manner, were the views: that were
held by honorable’ members who opposed
them  on the: previous occasion.  The objec-
tion  taker: to the motion by the honorable
member: for the Kennedy, Mr. Dalrymple,
ought, he considered; to”have some weight.
There was no proof, he believed, before the
House, that the" estimates prepared by the

- Engineer-in-Chief of the Northern Railway

had: proved to-be fallacious. ~He believed
they were supposed: to be in excess, by some-
thing like  £6,000 ; and that, in-comparison
with the gross: blunder on-the western line,
was as nothing. - He thought, therefore, that
as that  officer had shewn he was capable
of preparing estimates, and carrying out the
work within his estimates, he should not be
trammelled; nor should he be subject to any
reflection; as would be the case if the motion
were carried in its present shape.” He thought,
under:the circumstances, that the Engineer-

‘in-Chief = of * the " northern - line * should - be

looked ‘upon-as a:very superior.officer. ' He
was not able to prove if ‘all that was said by
the honorablethe Treasurer, as to the financial
position:of ‘the colony, at a late period, was
correct.” He: certainly was led to think, by
the way the Loan Bill was forced through the
House, that the Government were financially
in'a state of confusion’; and, considering that
the Bill was hurried: through in a most inde-
corous manner, it-was too-much to say to the
House  now that ‘there was no financial
confusion: - 'When the Bill ‘wag before the
House, they were told that so urgent was it,
that if it were -not passed the: public works

- would -have: to ‘be brought  to - a standstill,

and- a great many people would be thrown
out of employment. e thought that when
the " Government - cheques were not- duly
honored at the bank, something like ‘a. fipan-
cial difficulty was shewn. = -

The Corovrar Treasvrer : No.

Mr. Warsa: Well,” the: honorable -~ the
Colonjal ‘Treasurer would not say that the
Government cheques had been dulyhonored ;
and while that was the ease, it was rather too
much for him to get up, and use as an argument
that which honorable members were unable
to swallow." - The admission which had been
made - of the gross extravagance that had
been  committed at some. of the wayside
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railway stations; might be taken as anindex
that more economy and: knowledge would be
displayed for the future ; and, so far, it would
afford satisfaction to the country ; for it was,
no  doubt, a’candid, and:honest, and useful
admission, when it was made so freely
and - frankly -~ as it hadbeen . made
by the honorable  the Premier. - The: only
difficulty-in his mind now was as to what was
to be: done with the motion beforethe House.
He should like to vote for it if he thought it
would be of any use to-the country; and-he
would: even vote for: it if the. Government
would accept it as: a reflection upon. them for
their - past railway poliey.  He: would even
vote for it on that ground : but if it were to-be
of'no-use; if it were to.-be only one of those
wishy-washy motions that had no meaning in
them, ‘and = were  intended in some way
to: relieve: the . .Government - from . some
impending " difficulty,  he would not assist in
carrying it, or ‘be-a party toit. He would
not, therefore, decide: how he should vote on
the motion till he -heard . the - explanation
the honorable the mover would make: in the
course of his reply, as-to what was the real
nature of his-motion. i
The. ATroRNEY-OENERAL: said he thought
his honorable  colleague the Secretary for
Lands: - and “Works = mighte well " exelaim,
¢ Save me from my:  friends,”  when they
were on the other:-side of the House: The
complaints. - made by honorable  members
opposite ‘as to  the railway policy. of:the
Government ‘came- from ‘them with a very
bad grace, seeing that those honorable mem-
bers: were as- chargeable as his honorable
colleague with :all -the sins: of the railway
policy.- He was not- desirous: of prolonging

the debate, for: he believed: that every useful: |

purpose had “been-accomplished- that would
be accomplished - by -any further discussion.
His honorable colleague had said: that it was
his: intention to curtail the heavy expendi-
ture in connection with the railways; and he
thought that, with such assurance, the House
might ‘be satisfied. - For: his own part; he
thought: the proposed  expenditure . of -all
large sums of “money - by :the Government
should be strictly revised by the House; and
he'did not think the Government should be
over sensitive . as to. any . discussion - that

might be fairly raised- as. to the expenditure

of those sums. - It would, he was sure, be a
great assistance to his honorable colleague to
have the assistance of ‘the opinion of the
House in such matters; and it would not be
objectionable o him -if ‘the “House would
share the responsibility with him, and give
him the- benefit: of their adyice.  But he
could not-agree with the honorable member
for the Leichhardt, Mr: Sandeman, when he
said the responsibility should be shifted from
the  shoulders: of -the Engineer-in-Chief and
placed “wholly = on the: shoulders . of : the
honorable “the . Secretary - for = Lands- and
Works. " Very: varied indeed must: be the
attainments-of a Minister of the Crown, if he

were to: be responsible -forall the practical
details in his department. ;

Mr. - SanpEMAN : What he said was, that
the responsibility of the railway policy rested
with the Minister at the head of the depart-
ment; - and - that: railway - policy  was, of
course, included in* the details.

The ATToRNEY-GENERAL: Oh!

Mr. SanpEMaN : Well, the arrangement or
administration of :the details.

The ATToRNEY-G-ENERAT :-He believed his
honorable colleague -~ would . not .object - to
accept the responsibility, as he had the honor
of 1initiating ' the: railway policy 5 - but if he -
were to. be responsible for all the details—for
the construction of a-locomotive engine, for
instance,

Mr. SavpEman: I did not say so, and I
hope ‘the honorable and learned gentleman
will not put: words into my mouth that 1. did

--mot use.

The - ATTORNEY-GENERAL : He ‘was only
drawing a fair and: logical inference from'the
honorable: .member’s: proposition.: = If: his
honorable colleague were tobe heldresponsible
for -all those: things, then  he said, Heaven
help:him, or any one in hisposition. He
maintained that hishonorable colleague must
not be held: responsible for all those things ;
and when he took the responsibility of super-
intending the engineer, the engineer must be
prepared: to accept: the full responsibility of
the ~professional -advice : he " gave :to the
Minister. - He' thought he might venture to
say that his honorable colleague “had never
interfered with the details. © He believed he
had been guided by the advice of the gentle-
man on whose advice-the House entered upon
the' construetion: of the ‘line; and; therefore,
so far he was absolved from the responsibility
of - those " details. - Perhaps - the honorable
member did not mean -to: push the question

‘of responsibility .to the extent his argument

went. . Still it was - perhaps better. it should
be brought out; so. that people out of ‘doors
might: not think ‘that the honorable: member
intended  his- honorable-friend-should" have
such responsibility east upon him.

My, SanpEmMaN : Not as to the details.

The ATToRNEY-GENERAL : "Well, he' came
next to the question of finance, and: he must
here remark on the way in which honorable
members. departed: from - the: question before
the House: " Not even in discussing the Land' -
Bill - could “they “confine themselves to the
subject.” He' did not-wish to lécture honor-
able members ;  but he thought it would be
well:if’ they could - confine  themselves to. the
subjectbefore the House. "'What, for instance,
had the" financial difficulties’ to" do:with the
construction of the railways P

Mr. SanDEMAN : They had everything to do
with it. They had to do with future economy.

The:  ArrorNgY-GENERAL : ~“Well, - future
economy  be it. - He agreed with his honor-
able -and - learned: friend the -member = for
Ipswich; Mr. Pring, when he said the terms
of the motion were altogether too rigid, for
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it was impossible to see at the outset what
extras would be required in the construction
of a railway. It was only in the course of
construction’ that many . of the engineering
diffculties presented themselves. - On' this
subject, they were at présent talking without
evidence, and it was material - they should
have ‘evidence in the consideration  of : it.
“Evidence was now: being- taken by a com-
mittee appointed by the other branch of the
Legislature on the subject, and- it: might. be
well that, this motion were withdrawn till
they had more ‘information: on the subject;
and till they-had more: information-as to the
amount - of responsibility ' his" “honorable
colleague should “have  taken, and of - the
responsibility . the . Engineer-in-Chief and
others should have on'their shoulders.  He,

however, believed the discussion, so far as"it:

had gone, would be found to beuseful, and he
thought" he: might' venture to"say, that in
future his honorable colleague would be very
willing to throw as much responsibility on
the House as he could; and relieve himself of
as ‘much responsibility ‘as the House would
accept. - Ministers, as a’ rule, instead of
desiring  to take as muech responsibility as
possible, were rather disposed to shirk 1t as
much as possible ;- and  people” generally ‘did
not like to take more responsibility than they
could help. He thought his honorable friend
would ‘be glad: to-be relieved of ‘responsi-
bility to any extent the House would relieve
him-of it. ' Whether his honorable colleague
“would: be: satisfied with the motion; he did not
know, but-he did not think it could be practi-

cally carried out. It'would be auseful guide; -

" but it did not appear to ‘him: that much
good would come of it. “He agreed with the
honorable member for the: Leichhardt, My.
Sandeman, that the fencing in of the railway
lines was absolutely necessary for the safety

of those who might travel by.the railway. It

was, 10 doubt, a-very plausible statement that
they might do away with'a great deal of
expense by not fencing in the lines; and he had
no doubt the honorable member: for West
Moreton hadwell considered the matter before
he made - such a proposition.” Tt might be
well that they could do away with fencing in
the lines, bub it would be attended with great
danger to passengers if the lines were not
fenced inin country districts where stock were
continually roaming abous; for animals would

be sure to: stray on to the lines and: cause

accidents to the trains... For the sake of a
few thousand pounds, they ought nottoexpose
life and -limb unnecessarily to danger, by not
fencing in thelines. As to the motion: of
the. carriages, which-had been: spoken about,
he had travelled several times on the line, and
he must say that he did not feel the serious
Jjumping of the carriages: that had been com-
plained of by some honorable members. = The
House had also been informed by the honor:
able and-learned member for Ipswich as to
what English engineers said about the cause
of. the motion—

Mr. Pring : He was not an engineer.

The  ArToRNEY-GENERAL : Then he might
be only a person of much’ information ; and,
perhaps, it was not necessary to attach mueh
weight to- his opinion. “Now, he could give
honorable members: another view of -the: case.
He had been told that the motion was:not at
all owing to the rails, but to the way in which
the carriages were constructed. - They were
built “on - some  American - principle, and
there was something about them, or want-
ing ‘about” them, that: caused the jumping
motion. It was not at all, he -was assured,
owing.  to -any. defeet in the line. - He
hoped. - his ~honorable - friend " would . be
satisfied with the discussion-that had taken
place on the ‘motion, and that he would con-
gent to’ withdraw it.. The latter portion ‘of
the  motion: was, he: thought,: objectionable,
inasmuch as it would not %e beneficial if it
were carried out. - If they were to reduce the
amount of work which they had contracted for
to be done, or made any serious alterations on

* the plans, 50 as to greatly diminish the contract

price, theresult would be aseriesof contestsas
to compensation for :the loss of beneficial
interest. by -the reduction- of the contract.
If'aman had a beneficial interest in a contract
amounting to £200,000, he would not-tamely
submit to its being ‘reduced  to - £150,000.
They might, therefore, as- well carry out the
contract in. the way it -had been entered
upon.” They all knew the injury that was

- done by tinkering with -plans’; and he did

not know: but they might expose themselves
to-more trouble and to more expense if they
tried to- cheapen-the: line,  ‘than would be
incurred by carrying it~ out ;. for if they
reduced the contract, they would have, as
hehad said, ‘to make compensation for the
reduetion: of ‘beneficial interest; and if they
made any objection to that, they might come

- off worse.

Mr. - Groow said- that he. felt inclined: to
approve of the motion brought forward by
the “honorable  member for South::Brisbane
on the present.occasion; because: he thought
that there had been a very great amount of
mismanagement in’ connection with the rail-
way policy of ‘this country. = Some honorable
gentlemen seemed to : cast blame upon those
members: of the -House who had supported
the Grovernment in their railway policy, and
he was quite prepared to - take hLis own share
of that blame, which  the honorable  member
for - Maryborough seemed to- think attached
to himself asa supporter-of -the Government:
But, at the same time, he felt that when
such admissions were made, and when mem-
bers were willing to- take  their share of ‘the
burden, some: allowance should be made: for
the ‘influence of the very flattering reports
of the engineer, laid upon the:table of the
House,; and having the sanction of the then
Government. He must confess that he had
heard the admissions. made by the honorable
member for West Moreton, with: very. great
astonishment indeed. At  the same' tine,
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he thought it-was'a most unfortunate circum-
stance -that  the same discoveries, or ideas,
had not dawned  upon ‘the mind of that
honorable - gentleman  some . years: ago. It
would, perhaps, have saved some. £200,000
at least. - It did appear somewhat strange that
the House had passed, without much scruple,
large sums, from half a’ million and over, up
to & million, yet -he had known them spend
much time in’ debating whether: £200  should
be voted for the erection: of a- country lock-
up. With such- anomalies, pointed out so
«clearly by the honorable: member: for West
Moreton;: it-was worthy of the attention of
the House, whether they should not exercise
gome: greater  control over ‘the large sums
voted: for: the. future.: He' concurred with
more than one of -the remarks made by the
honorable .member - for West: Moreton, - in
more respects. than one, that the expenditure
should be - kept within narrower bounds in
the “matter of railways.
gentleman had suggested: that much expense
might be saved at the present time; if more
cave were: taken with' regard to the expendi-
ture upon.the wayside: stations: of ‘the lines.
He might cite, as an’ instance, the  station
constructed- at- Laidley.- - A. person passing
that would : conclude that - the: colony must
have  been - over-burthened with  money,
instead -of - being - encumbered - with debt.
Such a2 station -would be: good: enough  for
Toowoomba, Dalby, or even Ipswich' itself;
and, indeed, it looked more like a gentle-
man’s villa'in. England than a railway station,
and was scareely used, except for the supply of
fire-wood to-the engine... He was also inclined
to’ concur withthe ‘honorable member that
there was no- necessity whatever. for these
wayside -stations - at- all,” except, indeed, ‘a
small building, which would cost somewhere
about :£200 or £300. It would be a good
time. for that when the country became so well
occupied that there: would be some. returns
from such' districts..And, he would like to
know, when ' the occupation” of the: Crown
lands: there would warrant the erection  of
such ~buildings P~ It - was:.searcely  credible
that - any - great - sale  would - take place
there. At Gatton, it seemed, there was
the same extravagant idea, in -the mind of
the Engineer- of Roads; and yet very little
land was oceupied, or was likely to be occu-
pied, for some:timeto come. . Besides, as
soon as. ever the line reached Helidon, there
would be no use for the station ;. and, again,
there was no population that would warrant
such ~an‘ - extravagant - building = there.
He  doubted: . whether it:. would: not-"be
better - to ~do . away with that . station
~altogether,. and: with it the staff’ of officials
which would " be kept there, with very little
or nothing at all to do.  He was; however,
surprised . at -another = objection "which  had
been urged by the honorable - member: for
‘West- Moreton ag an expense that. might be
spared—that of fencing - the 'line. .- That
expense. was really -the best - and - cheapest
3o

" there ?

That: honorable

portion of ‘the whole railway. “Without the
fencing, cattle crossing and walking over the
line would do:very much harm to it. " He
had seen the effect of the recent rain' when
passing -along’ theline on the previous day;
1t had washed.away much of the embankment,
and he had seen numbers of men employed
repairing  the - damage. = If  cattle could

wallt - over the -~ line -and ', embankments;
the country would be involved in a larger
expenditure for repairs -than the  original
cost of fencing in theline.” He would ask,

if the line were  open-to the Main Range,
what would: happen to. .a train with the
tunnels - and -the  cuttings  there P = ‘What
would - become - of - the . train ~and  passen-
gers if it -encountered a bullock  in:the way
Fencing, : therefore, was advisable
for the protection: of ‘the line. . They had
been -told that danger was anticipated on
account - of . the narrowness of the road ; for
his own ' part, he was'not inclined to concur
with' that fear, or to.put confidence in the
exaggerated reports.of the vibration spoken
of by honorable gentlemen.  If they were to

go by Cobb’s’ coach - between . Gatton  and
Toowoomba, as he himself had done, they

would be glad to have the railway completed
to-escape a second trip. It was almost like
sitting - in . that House, comparatively speak-

ing, to travel by the railway.  The road at
the: MainRange wasin a very bad state,

and Government. would be :to blame for all
the danger to the traveller. = Hewould much
rather take: the first trip up the Range by
the railway at any time, than hazard his life
in Cobb’s coach.  He was inclined to: support
the ‘motion before the House. = He believed
that -both - the House and the . colony, and
even the Premier himself, had been misled
by the Engineer-in-Chief of ‘Railways.  He
should be.:glad: to know  why the  extra
expenditure . caused by the flood—which
might be some reason assigned by the Engi-
neer for that increased expenditure—had not
been made earlier known.  The report said
that, owing to the flood of 1864, there was
an - expenditure - of . £100,000 ‘necessitated.
‘What he (Mr. Groom) complained of was,
that - the information had not been supplied
in:the: session of 1864; ‘the flood took place
in March, while Parliament did not meet till
April,. so that' there was -ample time: for the
report to be made. 'Why, then, with the
Hood levels easily ascertainable before -the
House met that year, was not the information
that this extraordinary flood - would: involve
an - increased . expenditure not furnished in
the session of 1864 7. If a reason could be
assigned: for. the information: being: withheld
in. 1864, why' was it not supplied in-the

segsion of 18657 It did seem strange, that
the expenditure necessitated .in-1864 might
have been made known then, and yet the
information was. not given till' the session of
1866, with- two- sessions - interval - between.

That was  one reason- for - supporting - the
motion before the House, with a~ view to
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moderate such: expenditure.” They had no
reason to suppose that. after voting £422,860
this' session, they would not be'called-upon
for - another £400,000 another- year. : This
expenditure should be curtailed, and it was
essential that the. House should express its
opinion in some such way as by the resolution,
that” the Glovernment might take a proper
course to secure that object. - With regard to
the ~anomalous position - occupied by  the
Engineer-in-Chief’ of Railways, he agreed in
the remarks which had been made, for that
gentleman: was both Emgineer-in-Chief -and
“railway contractor, as: well. . It was under-
stood - that -~ Mr.  Fitzgibbon  was - at -that
momentenriched and independent, having
gained more ‘from the railway than even Sir
Charles Fox, or any other person’ connected
with it: - It ‘was, he conceived, 4 bad thing
that such rumors should be  in - circulation
concerning the management. of the expen-
diture  on railways.  The Engineer-in-Chief
wag irresponsible in the matter. The Minister
for Lands and ‘Works; when entrusted wilh
millions  of money: to expend upon railways,
and when the expenditure of the money wasin
doubt, told them that the Engineer-n-Chief
was responsible. - Fe really wouldTike to know
who  was responsible in - that case ? - If the
Minister for Lands and Works were not, who
was? The House was not, for- the Railway
Bill had been based upon a-certain report;
but at-that ‘time, no one dreamed that the
line would cost anything like :£10,000 a mile
from Tpswich:to.Gatton ; they had then been
told: that it would: eost within' £5,000. ' The
admission: of -the  Minister: for Lands: and
‘Works; that he was  dissatisfied: with  the
anomalous ' position ‘occupied by - himself,
with' regard o the : Engineer-in-Chief of
Railways,  and’ his opinion that ‘the: House
and the engineer should be made responsible,
made- the "question - of - responsibility. : very
important. At - present, ' that gentleman,
My, Fitzgibbon, avas Minister himself, and
the responsible Minister.  He might spend
the money as heliked. - He was a contractor
and an: officer ‘'under Government, receiving
a ‘salary, and - also a commission, that must
be paid him' by the Government; who had
no- way of controlling him or bringing him
to book in any way at all. He thought the
motion introduced by the honorable member
for - South: Brisbane would tend -to good
results’; ~and - the -Government - could " not
object “to’ it It  had. been admitted. that
blunders- had taken place ; costly stations
built, where cheaper stations would: suffice ;
and that other -works had been goneinto,
such as might very well have stood over till
a population was in the country large enough
to warrant the expense of them. He should,
therefore, support the motion, thinking that,
if earried; it would be productive of much
good; and ‘be the means of saving the colony
a vast.amount. of unnecessary expenditure.
Mr. Mires said ‘that, if'  the honorable
member for South Brisbane urged the motion

before the House, he should vote.forit. At
the same time, he must say that he thought
amotion of that sort came from thathonorable
member with & great amount™ of :suspicion
attached o' it, especially after the: vote he
had recently given in:favor of the loan: for
a further ' extension of the" Southern and
‘Western Railway.  He might say that the
very same remarks applied to the honorable
member for West Mgreton, Mz, Herbert,
who had also - given' his aid’ to the. Gov-
ernment. in- obtaining. that loan. It was,
indeed, rather late for such a motion, after
the loan had been obtained ; ‘but whether:it
were 80~ or not,  the ‘motion-might very well
be passed, if it restrained. the' Government in
their extravagance. - He was afraid, however,
that honorable members had: been altogether
100 severe  upon the Engineer-in-Chief, who
was by no means-altogether responsible for
the: increased expenditure. ' That gentleman
had been: for-the railway: beginning from the
other:side of Ipswich, without the extra cost
of the bridge over the river.: Again, there
was- another matter: which he thought' the
Secretary for Lands and Works was more res-
ponsible for,than the engineer : that was for
altering the curves and gradients on the Main
Range,and the consequent additional costofthe
line there. He -did think, then, that it was
hardly fair to charge upon the: engineer this
expenditure,. when the - Minister  for ' Lands
and ‘Works ‘had been expostulated - with by
his'- engineer concerning it.’ :As:to’ the
remarks - of /. the  honorable: member “for
Drayton: and: Toowoomba, ~in: reference to
sideway. stations, - and ' the :proposal. to
abandon - them, he thought it resembled
«shutting - the stable door:after the  horse
wag stolen.” . They could not save anything
by abandoning them.

“Mr. GrooM : Yes, take one to Dalby and
the other:to. Toowoomba.

My, Miss: Well, no . doubt: a: great
saving - might “have been’ effected - without
them at first; but the stations being erected;
he did not see how .the evil could be cured.
It had been said by the honorable member
for West Moreton  that this - was not -a
financial - question ; - -but -he- thought :the
question did come under that- designation:
They “were: attempting - to save: the. Gov-
ernment from extravagance. - With reference
to financial difficulties, did: the honorable the
Colonial Treasurer say that they were not
in difficulty - For his: own part, if he had
dishonored cheques flying about the country,
he should think he was in difficulty.

The Coronviat TrEasvrER: The honorable
gentleman is simply alluding to the bad taste
of the banker, and mere report.

Mr. Mires ;- If it were: only reported, he
hoped the cheques would not be dishonored.
He had it upon the best authority that there
were dishonored :cheques from the Govern-
ment. - However, as  he said -before,  he
thought it questionable: whether this motion
would have any particular effectin restraining
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expenditure; for the Government did not: pay
much attention: to the wishes. of the House.
He should support the motion.

Mr: Harny ‘said he would  certainly sup-
port the motion, if- it would do- one1ota of
good; but he did not see that much - could be
saved: to-the:country by the resolution. ' If
they ‘began to: alter and tamper with - plans,
they would only increase the expense in the
end. The Government wouldbe tied - down;
so: that they could not keep the expenses from
increasing to the. country. . He knew very
well  that - to “tamper - with plans always
increased ' expense, and he, at any rate, had
always paid very dearly for doing anything of
the kind. - Government would find - it the
same. - He would heartily support the motion,
if ‘he‘thought it' could:do an atom of -good.
He could wash hig bands clear of having any-
thing to do with those railways.” Hehad voted
against them ; an”appeal was then made to
the -country, and he got kicked out in con-
sequence.  He  could not- then: give the
Government his vote for railways; he voted
against them; and would vote against: them
again:  There was one thing he would say:
he could not. agree with the remarks: of the
honorable member: for W est Moreton about
fencing the line and its expense. ~The expense
would “be-very trifling, and would ‘not: save
£200-a-mile. - That would be-a very small
saving for the security afforded by fencing;
for the: Government, he believed, would have
to’ pay more for charges in"the  case of
accidents than -that. -The’ only reason he
could see for the honorable member for South
Brishane bringing forward  the: motion was
to.make the Government: more cautious; he
did-not see how it-would.do more good. He
should not support. it. . :

Mr. McLean said ‘the House .reminded
him of ‘a gentleman who would indorse a bill
without any security.  For they wanted to
tie' down the hands of the Government when
they had already ‘got: the money to expend.
The honorable member for- South Brisbane
ought to have put the motion before they had
.. passed -the Loan Bill. = Now it ‘was too-late,
no- check could be’ exercised over the expen-
diture, and no good would be done by the
motion. - Some honorable members indulged
freely in- criticising the Engineer-in-Chief’;
he did not-admire  such’ eriticism as - that.
The  gentleman himself -was: -not : there to
protect himself against suchattacks. He
certainly: did” consider that it was not right,
nor within-the provinee of honorable gentle-
men,  sent here by  their - constituents, to
attack “any person “in the” public- service
without some clear grounds, shewing that it
was a duty incumbent upon:them as public
men-t0°, do-so. “He repudiated the idea that
the House was a court-of inquisition to hold

inquiry against all persons, or to throw out:

imputations against anybody:  If there were
anything against the Engineer-in-Chief, the
Minister: for Lands and ‘Works was respon-
sible to that House for not bringing the mis-
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conduct before:them ; for that Minister was
respousible: to the House: for the conduct of
his subordinate. . If there were anything to
impugn-his veracity and professional ability,
he ‘believed that the honorable’ gentleman at
the head of the Government and that depart-
ment,” was  sufficiently well informed,  or
ought - to be-—considering - his - capacity  to
understand: human - nature -~ and - figures—
sufficiently - well " informed  concerning . the:
conduct’ of that department.  -That gentle-
man - had taken - this" responsibility - upon
himself; ' and they  must look: to" him
and " make ~him - responsible for anything
that might occur, ‘because he had himself
appointed. - his = under-secretary - for . rail-
ways, ~and -that was one:reason why all
the ‘responsibility should -be  fastened upon
him, as he had taken the appointment out of
the” hands  of the House altogether; ‘and
indeed he was responsible to that House and
to the country, for the proper working of his
department. So far as-the engineer himself
was concerned; he (Mr. McLean) could speak
very- highly of him.. They: were fortunate
in-having such &’ man, bothin respect of his
professional - capacity ~and. - the ' successful
carrying: on’ of ‘the works. “With regard to
the eriticism . passed - upon ‘the wire  for
fencing;  and: various - other “matters = which
honorable ' members - criticised - freely, ~he
could not- see - how they could: blame the
Engineer-in-Chief, “if the indents must be
carefully - overhauled by the head -of the
Roads Department. - It was their duty: to
send for nothing but what was necessary;
but ' if :Government had - sent for more; for
iron- buildings, and so on, unless the Gov-
ernment  declared : that: their - engineer had
deceived them 'in his estimates;’ it would
become their duty, even then, to put & limit
to. the price, - when the orders were senf
home; and more especially as-to the price of
railway stations and other things not portions
of essentials forthe - railway, or the rolling
stock. Anybody could tell what should be
the cost of a station, but not that of :a bogie
engine, or any other engine on the railways,
and - similar -professional’ matters.  They
could not blame the head of the Government
for mistakes about the latter.” But the cost
of railway stations: could: justly be fastened
upon ~him ; as’they should not have been
sent for, unless *with ‘a' limif put as to cost.
The honorable member for South Brisbane
stated ~that they - had ~already voted - for
192 miles a " sum  of . £1,700,000,  and ' he
gubmitted that if they could: complete  that
railway, as well finished as it was between
Ipswich: and Gatton—if 192 miles could be
done for that-sum—there had been no railway
made in the colonies of the British Crown so
cheap, and he "believed - there' were  none
anywhere that would be better. - He could
not, ~of . course,  say anything as to the
northern  portion, but. on thatto Dalby the
money would be well spent, indeed. “Asgtar as
the embankmentsand: everything else were
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concerncd, they were far better than any of
the ‘New: South: Wales’ railways, and they
were capable of conveying all the traffic that
would-be required-in their lifetime, at-least.
He: could: not say anything about the rails
and the nature of the probable traffic. He
believed, withiregard to the bumping; spoken
of by ‘some honorable members, that it was
the ‘length - of the carriages, rather than any
defect“in the - rails; “and - particularly - the
length between the wheels, which caused thét
bumping. - Certainly,  when the - line  was
extended, he should be very glad to have a
¢ trip ~on-it, and: he- believed it would be
perfectly safe.  He had full confidence in the
engineer, and. felt that he would do his work
well, and see that others: did theirs. - That
gentleman was able to cope with the  con-
tractors ;- and - if * he ' -would : conduct ~the
management - of - the  other lines with: the
samevigilance that he had shewn already, he
(Mr. McLean) - thought they: would  have
every reason to. be glad that the colony had
such an’ Engineer-in-Chief over the works:.
He: spoke with - reservation - pending - the
inquiry: going on-in another place; and they
were-in a difficult position just then because
ofthat inquiry. = All necessary measures to
do full justice would be forthcoming by-and-
bye from :the evidence - of: that committee.
He should, at anyrate; be ready to do justice
to the country as well as individuals, without
sereening - anybody ' deserving .of ‘blame, in
the matter of carrying on the railway works.
As to fences, he would” say - that without
fences for protection, it would be anact of
great-imprudence to travel on: the lines: The
Jand would; when sold; feteh: more with the
»railway fenced .off‘on both: sides. - People
would - make’ their calculations accordingly.
Those who had purchased land. already, if
the line were unfenced, would put the extra
cost upon the land.  From any point of view,
of a pecuniary kind, it-would be very unwise
to.-discontinue fencing in' the line." There:
was -another point - of view: in" connection
with the ' matter: 'in a country where
such floods- happened; . there would be no
protection for the embankments against the
trampling of bullocks, and it would require a
larger number of :men’ to keep up the line,
which 'would never:be safe, and indeed; he
should not like to travel by such a railway at
all. - He wished he  could: see  tlie utility of
voting for the motion ; but he could not see
what good: it would ' do, particularly when a
close: investigation into railway matters was
going on in another place. “When the exten-
sive - evidence  taking was ' considered, and
since. they would soon have to - vote on the
report..of * the  committee, they would be
able to judge whether any further investi-
gation' was necessary. - On that ground, he
had not voted on a previous oceasion for the
proposition: of - the honorable member for

Maryboroughfor a committee onthe railways.

‘With another committee already sitting,: it
would be very futile indeed, to have done so.
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Besides, the shorthand writers were already
more than fully occupied at the present time,
and’ they could not take further work. To
ask them: to take evidence: before : the other
work - of ¥ committees was finished, would
only' put-them in a corner.” He could not:
vote for the: motion.

Dr. Cmarrinor: said he could not agree
that the Engineer-in-Chief was entitled to'all
the- blame  put' uponhim, because he was
quite sure he could not have foreseen floods
and - accidents, which - had: caused ' a large
amount -of - additional - expenditure. ' It was
impossible that he would: be likely to frame
his estimates upon the chance of a great flood
which scarcely anyoue in the colony had ever
seen equalled.: There was scarcely a single
individual who would believe in:the height: of
the flood of 1841, and that of 11863 was not
near so high, by some feet. :That flood; then,
baving : exceeded  so - greatly all the floods

- since, 1t was: not-likely that the Engineer-in-

Chief could: frame his estimates to meet- a
flood such as a majority of the inhabitants
could not -believe in. " He considered the
flood a very fortunate thing, because it had
happened:before the final construction of the
works. He had before remarked on the great
difficulty experienced in the. estimate for the
launch of the * Great Eastern.” ‘And in the
case of the large vessel—the ** Northumber-
land ”—a mistake of a:similar kind had been
made, which nearly inyolved the formation of
a dock to launch her; at a cost equal to the
price of the ship. - 'When such mistakes were
made; it was not unlikely there should be
erroneous: estimates in alarge matter; such
as railways in a new country.

Mr. Groom : To. the extent. of half: a
million.

Dr. Cravranor :* That might be seen in
the ¢ Northumberland,” ‘which was likely to
have involved an extra cost exceeding, or, as
much as, that- of -the line from Ipswichto
Toowoomba. - The - -honorable: member: for
‘West Moreton-had stated that the Engineer-
in-Chief, being a contractor- for the works,
was not likely to be interested in"economy.
He, however, did not think that was the case,
for: that - gentleman’s " professional - character
was: abt. stake ;  therefore, it -was his’ true
interest to make a substantial railway as near
as- possible within the estimates. = At the
same time, he had: two:things to' think of—
first, that the work was such as to insure the
safety of the lives of the public, and was
faithfully - performed for the: Government;
and; secondly, that the three feet six inches
guage should not be: chargeable with acei-
dents arising solely from malconstruetion or
want of faithfulness in the contract. It was
the engineer’s interest, therefore, to get the
work done as faithfully, cheaply, and as well,
as it could be done, for the sake of ‘his pro-
fessional character.  He did believe that the
Engineer-in-Chief had ' shewn himself the
right man-inthe right' place, and that the
contract had been ' done’ as economically: as
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it could be done. - Bub whether there might
not be placed  some individual  to' come
between -him and - the  Government was
a point-to. debate, still" retaining -an  engi-
neer ‘to carry out the :surveys:and: super-
intendence - of  the  works by ' contract,
as-much the cheapest to the country. He
quite concurred in the opinion: that moneys
borrowed for public works should be properly
accounted for; at the same time, he did not
think" it -was' the intention of the honorable
member for West Moreton that the Govern-
ment- ought to furnish- {uller details of the
accounts than they did in any -other depart-
ment. - He thought that honorable: gentle-
man had once said the details of expenditure
belonged  to-the duty: of the Executive, and
were what the House ought not to.deal with.

Mr. Hereerr: The details ought not to
be laid - upon the table.

Dy CHALLINOR ‘continued : Of - course it
was necessary for them to reduce the: esti-
mates if required.  He did not think that
the present resolution was necessary to make
the Government- economical in carrying: out
existing " contracts.”  The': difficulty -which
they had no-doubt experienced in - carry-
- ing-the new loan would teach them  that.
Many honorable members, indeed; had only
felt - disposed to vote for that lean to save
the’ character’ of the colony. . -After . the
difficulty thus experienced, Ministers would;
in all likelihood; be"careful for the future in
the expenditure: of hundreds’of thousands: of
pounds. . And they had some pledge from the
Ministers that this would be so, -because the
House only -sanctioned:last year the expen-
diture of “£100,000 - out .of votes:for other
purposes, and: they had only entered into
contracts” for that sum. - The: Minister - for
Lands and Works, therefore,” would hardly

exceed the new loan without.very good cause. -

He  did not - know: that . it was necessary
to- refer at - large to - the banking business.
The conduct of the bankers might be partly
owing to the state of the money market ab
bhome, "and the - difficulty ~which “hadbeen
experienced in’ disposing - of "the debentures
already authorised, making the bank unwil-
ling to receive as mortgage more than those
they had on hand. . Another dificulty arose
from there not being a special vote for. the
‘Warwick and Toowoomba and Dalby lines of
railway, for the work:there had encroached
on the fund for the Ipswich and Toowoomba
line; thus- leaving the Government- shorter
of  funds than: had’ been - anticipated last
session. At that time, it was considered they
would have money enough to' carry on-the
works simultaneously to-the present session,
and further, that better terms would exist for
the disposal of fresh debentures this session:
Those, he considered, were the true grounds
of the late financial difficulty, and not any mis-
management on the part of the Government.
For his own part, he would  feél no hesitation
in travelling upon. a forty-pound rail at the
speed: which - the  engineers had - asserted a

»
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train - could -besafely: run.:  Knowing  the
carrying capabilities of “'a " certain- thickness
and weight” of iron, it was: clear that if the
weight -and speed were not morve than the -
carrying. capabilities of ‘a forty-pound rail,
it must be perfectly safe.

Mzr. Darryurre: Competent engineers say
to the contrary.

Dr. .Craniivor : - Competent: engineers
stated many things that were. contrary.  If
twenty or thirty years ago they had been told
that they could -travel in -vehicles of ‘such
light construction as: the common American

buggies, now so much-used, no-one would

have believed: it; but they found that they
could travel in them with perfect safety.

Mz, Darryueie ;- The engineer he referred
to was:engaged in: making a railway in’ this
colony at the present time.

Dr. Craznivor: There was no comparison
between: the two: men:  The one:had been
engaged in:making many railways, and the
other was making his first. .

Mr. DarrymerE: No; hehad been engaged
on:others.

Dr. Crarrivor : He wasnot there to speak
of ' the .comparative ~merits -of  those two
engineers: he believed they were both com-
petent :men. - The. testimony of that very
engineer to whom' the honorable member had
referred, and who was now put forward as so
superior,: did- more - to convince the. Upper
House of the sounduness of the views enter-*
tained: by the Engineer. of the Southern and
‘Western ‘Railway * than that of any: other
person, and the more so: because he had been
put forward to oppose his testimony.

M. Frrzsimnmons : He opposed thisrailway
scheme altogether. :

Dr.Crarrinor: He opposed the three feet
six-inches guage, but he' stated that it was a
question of"speed’ altogether; and he proved.
that the three feet six inches guage was quite
as safe at-a speed of twenty miles: an hour as
a four feet guage at’ forty miles an: hour.
They had the testimony of another opponent
of the three feet six inches gnage, that it was
a-line  quite  capable of carrying all. that
they required. - He could: not :support the
motion. :

Mr. Warrs: Sir—I am firmly - of opinion
that this motion is out of place, and:-that the
honorable -member who introduced: it ought
either to have brought it forward before the
Loan - Bill was Jaid" upon  the-table of the
House, or he ought- to have left it until a
report of an inquiry, at present going on-in
another ' place, had. been  received. -~ We
should then: have been able to- deal with it
much better than-at the: present time. It
seems to me an illustration of the proverb of
“locking the stable door after the horse has
been' stolen.”” I am -also much surprised
that a  resolution of this kind  should have
emanated from the  honorable member- for
South Brishane, because he was one of those
members who, in opposition to my- side of
the House, - voted for  the  £435,000 to
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construct ‘the railway from Toowoomba to
Warwick. T should have thought the honor-
able -member for South  Brisbane ought. to
have taken that: into consideration before,
and if the colony was so badly off; in-a
finanecial point of view, and in'so'bad a con-
dition, he might- fairly have said—*"as we
have 'not the money now, we will- defer: that
expenditure to a. future day.” I am very
sorry, indeed, t0" hear ‘remarks made with
regard to the -Engineer-in-Chief. T am one
of ‘those who believe him to be-a thoroughly
competent man. I believe, from the know-
“ledge T myself possess of railways, that in
the whole world you: would not find another
piece of railway constructed in the same firm
and substantial way as the railway now in
existence between 1ypswich and Gatton. -~ If
the -line 'is = carried  out:in -~ the  same
substantial “way to:Dalby, it~ will - stand
the test of * comparison ~with ‘any - other
“railway in" - the ~whole  world. Tt is ‘all
very well for other honorable-members, who
- ‘have not travelled much onrailways, to pass
their ‘opinion "on - the construction of ‘these
lines. Only two -days ago, I went up theline
with-two- gentlemen :{from England, and so
great - was their astonishment, that they said
it-it-had not been that they had'seen a line
constructed near Venice on much the same
principle -as: ‘this, - they “would “not have
thought it possible to:construct such aline.
+:In fact; they were well pleased with the
- formation  of “the line, with - the railway
carriages, the engines, and the whole manage-
ment of the line; and they will:go back home
impressed very favorably ‘with the three feet
six inches guage of  Queensland. When the
* plans and: specifications’ were laid upon the
table of the -House, it was not then known;
except-by one of the:oldest residents of the
colony, not very far distant from the precinets
of the House: at this: moment, that it was
possible ever to-have such a flood as that in
1863. - Before that date, the plans and speci-
fications-had heen laid-upon the table of ‘the
House, and approved of. - But blame would
have been attached to the Engineer-in-Chief,
if he had not recommended the Government
to-increase the length:of the banks, on the
Range; to prevent their flooding over, and
carrying away a. great portion. T ean recollect
aflood, some time back, when my draymen,
going up the country with stores, were stopped
Ly the water. .~ The draymen" had ‘to take
refuge in the trees, and the  stores were
washed away.. It would be very unfortunate
if  such  a catastrophe were to  oceur to' a
train, filled with one hundred passengers and
T’pjlenty of,luggage. " These things ought to
ave been taken ' into-consideration, and it
*was:-wrong for  honorable members to come
down here and blame any party. It is unfair
and un-KEnglish- like, to condemn a prisoner
unheard, and it is unfair to condemn a man
when we have no evidence to shew that he
was-wrong. - I think such.charges ought not
tobe brought in, when they might be repented

of, when evidence ‘can be obtained. = The
expenditure upon the  Main Range has-been
commented upon, -but ‘I do not think the
Engineer-in-Chief  can ~be blamed - for ‘that.
I think it requires investigation.  If honorahle:
menibers will think for themsgelves; if they
have been engaged. in” the onerous duty-of
building a house, they will have found: very
few contractors who could estimate the cost
of such’a house; on every  occasion; they
would - have to: pay much larger sums than
they thought at the time of commencing, until
they almost - wished they had not begun. -~ If
we had known that the railways would cost
so’much; we should, “probably, not  have
commenced them. -~ With regard to the rail--
way stations, I fully agree with the honorable
member for West Moreton, ‘that they cost
far “too much.  I'.donot recommend the
erection ‘of - the’ trumpery railway: stations
pub up in some parts of New South Wales.
I consider it better to put:up a good article
in the first “ place, although' it might: cost a
little: more than was at first expected; than,
by-and-bye, be:compelled to do so. : Some
reference has been made to the Engineer-in-
Chief being a contractor.. I-believe such has
been the case in many parts. of the world,
and; if'it'is so; the Government are not much
more to blame, for having entered into the
contract, than the Engineer-in-Chief: - ‘There
isno - doubt, that the  few ‘words: which
have fallen from: the honorable = member
at ~ the “head ~of = the ' Government, if
applied after the  completion: of the con-
tract; - wounld be a wise course . to adopt.
I think-the  Government would be wise in
having an engineer -who would -go and report
upon the works under: the  Government; “an
engineer who might be entrusted toearry out
any: further - contracts they might have to
enter upon. Something has' been said in
reference to the motion feltin the carriages.
I:do not profess to be an engineer, but I am
possessedof - common -~ sense, and T would
advise  honorable: members, before expressing
their opinions, if they ‘do not understand
already; to gofirst and try to ascertain from
competent - engineers or from - their: own
experience if what they meant to utter was
correct. T have frequently travelled on the
engine, the tender, and the carriage, before
the line was opened, and if honorable mem-
bers were only to take a trip on.the engine,
they would find very little:motion was: expe-
rienced. I think the reason of this is-that the
engine and:tender has only six wheels and
the carriages have eight, placed at the two
ends of an enormously long carriage. . The
same motion is naturally felt at sea; and a
heavy head -sea running over the poop and
stern-of ‘a ship communicates a very disagree-
able motion ‘to the vessel.  I'consider this
motion to be not atall dangerous;  itis the
oscillating motion that' is-more” to be feared.
On the line of railway recently constructed
from Parramatta to' Sydney, a very different
motion will be felt. -~ I think: it will: be wise
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for the Government notto allow these trains
to-run at a speed. exceeding fifteen miles an
hour, the rate of speed for which they were
- constructed. . If that rate of speed were much
exceeded, the result would be damage to the
rolling ' stock. I think it will be -wise to
restrict the drivers tothat speed, even if they
are a little behind their time, for it.-would be
better to be a little late. than to run the risk
of endangering the lives of the passengers:
Reference has been: made: by the honorable
member for the Kennedy, that the engineer
for the northen line intends to put. a stop.to
the motion complained of, by putting in more
sleepers.
the ‘motion, though it appears. to: me that
putting four sleepers instead of one will only
make the line cost a little more. I think 1t
will be very dangerous not to fence the lines
in;. Tt:has been mentioned by Mr. Sandeman

that it would be’ cheaper: to-put up. wooden

fences instead of wire -ones, but I am. of
opinion that'in the long run wire fences will
prove the cheapest. - From- practical experi-
ence, I can state that an ironbark: post will
not last more than fifteer years, while a wire
fence. may: be said’to last thirty years. T
hardly know what to do with this refolution ;
I should like to restrict the Government and
keep: them within: bounds with: respect to
their expenditure. - I would much rather the
honorable member would: withdraw it for.a
while, for I:am not quite prepared: to say
which way I shall vote.

Mr. PirmER said that, agreeing, as.he’

did, with what had fallen from -honorable
members on that side of ‘the House, that a
motion of that sort would have .come: with
better grace  from ' a gentleman who- had
opposed the Railway Loan Bill than from one
who had supported it, ‘still he did not think
that they should: complain’ of this;, because it
shewed that  the: honorable member was
suffering under some remorse of conscience,
‘and.they ought to' welcome the repentant
sinner.. ' He thought that the.Government, in
- respect of railway matters, ought to be pretty
closely looked after by the House, especially
with respect to the extension of the railway
from Allora to. Warwick. . With regard to
fencing the railways in the remote interior,
it was not more necessary in this colony than
inAmerica,” where they had abundance : of
cattle. . It-was well known that the railways
there were not fenced in ; but to obviate any
difficulty - from  cattle  straying on- the line,
it was customary there to have a cow-catcher
attached : to the front of the engines. It
- reminded him - of the answer given by Mr.
Stephenson, when under examination -before
the committee of the House of Commons: on
being ~asked by .one of ' the  members—
- Suppose a cow came on the line, would not
that be very bad P> Mr. Stephenson replied—
“ Yes, for the cow.” - They had no right to
blame the engineer, because he could not run
the traing at a high speed on a line which was
specially construeted for a slow speed.- He had

T .only hope he will be able to stop.

had some conversation with Mr. Plews on the
subject of this line, and had asked his opinion
about the propriety - of having the sleepers
placed  closer together. - His answer was,
that he considered the line perfectly safe for
all purposes of traffie; but he thought that by
increasing the number of sleepers and putting
them- closer together, they  would increase
the comfort of the passengers ; but he was
not sure-or that.  If that were done, he
believed: that “it ~would' not  increase - the
amount of the - contract by more than about
£2,000. . He saw no objection to this motion
standing as it was, being convinced that the
engineer - of : the ' northern. line - was’ not
mistaken in his estimate.

Mr. StepHENS, in reply; said:  Whatever
may be the fate of the resolution now: before
the House; it is quite clear that the debate we
have heard this afternoon must be productive
of great good, and that it will be sufficient to
put some check on the expenditure going on.
Several members who have spoken; seem to
be in"great doubt as to the course they shall
adoptin dealing with this resolution, and seem
to be: afraid to vote on the same side with
me, since ‘I gave that unfortunate vote for
the Warwick line.. When the Loan Estimate
was laid upon-the table of this House; it
appeared; that £420,000 was the sum:asked
for :to complete the:line from  Ipswich to
Dalby ; and~ T found, on examination, that
this sum was in excess.of the previous sum
which had been voted, and which was said to
be: quite sufficient: for that purpose.  In-the
discussion on the Loan Bill; 1t transpired that
this ‘sum would necessarily be required; in
order to complete the contracts then on hand,
and those they had been committed: to, and
therefore the money must be paid. = Under
these circumstances, I felt that the best plan
would be to vote for the amount, although T
did so; as I believe .the bulk of the House
did also, under ecompulsion; feeling as we did
that we were bound- to: vote: for the  sum.
We did so’ unwillingly, - and T felt that
the - wisest~ plan would be - to: bring . for-
ward some resolution that would  give the
Government: my opinion on the subject.  If
that vote was passed—forit wasthe Warwick
vote on which thatlong discussion took place
—if that vote was passed so very easily, we
cannot -blame the Government very much: if
they -allow “the - engineer: to: incur further
expenses, and come. down to-this: House for
the money, unless some discussion takesplace
on this- question afterwards ; because, if the
vote is obtained very: easily, it is.a strong
temptation to come down and ask for more.
But: thig' resolution puts the: Government in
possession-of the opinion of the House, as to
the advisability of permitting the engineer to*
make further tmprovements, by which’they
mightturn-and ask the House for another
half a’ million- of money. -~ We. are guite
prepared.-to vote any sum to complete the
contracts now in hand, as readily as-before.
This - expression of . opinion will' be  quite




416 Completion ;gf Railway Lines: [ASSEMBLY.] Diseases prevalent among Cattle, &e.

sufficient to make the  Government: keep the
expenses down, as-near as possible, to.the
sum in- hand. The only objection: I have
heard ‘against the resolution ' as it now
stands -1s, - that - any  alteration  in' the
plang  will - be - illegal,~ for it ~will “be
. equivalent to altering an: Act of Parliament,
because the plans have been approved by the
House. I am not aware, however, that in
the plans very expensive iron stations have
been approved. of, and-T think they could be
done away with very well, as well as several
things of “a . like nature.. It was  a most
unfortunate argument to advance, that the
alteration of the plans would be illegal, because
Ifound, in a portion of the engineer’s report
that I read this afternoon, that the dispute
with one of the contractors was owing to the
alteration 'made in’ one  of the lines, and. this
was made before the 19th October, when the
plans had been approved of ‘some time. - The
1ron: stations, &e., will not be any alteration
of’ the planslaid upon the table of the House:
A great deal has been said about the engineer,
and.two or three members who spoke in the
latter part of  the debate, have been somewhat

severe in their remarks in:disparagement of.

the Hrigineer-in-Chief. - T am not aware that
honorable members -~ have said - anything
disparaging of the skill of that gentleman as
an engineer. L feel confident that I:-have
not done so; myself. - But:those members who
have been making remarks about Mr. Fitz-
gibbon would have been-better employed in
considering some: of . the quotations: made
from the Engineer-in-Chief’s report: .~ Some
absolute contradictions were given-—such as
quoting the exact figures, and the number of
tons :that could ‘be taken up the different
inclines. - I'think it would have been better
if these quotations had been answered, instead
of running down his professional ability. I
have not- alluded: to the  position of “the
Engineer-in-Chief as contractor, but I would
express a hope that in'the case of that
gentleman; at all events; the payments to him
should be in accordance with the agreement ;
and -if . any supplementary ‘payments: are
made - to “him, the opinion  of ' this House
should-be taken on the subject; first, for with
him;.as in any other definite contract, the
payments should be.in accordance -with the
terms - of such - contract,” and nothing else,
without: the consent of : the: House: by a vote.
I think ‘that when the House adopted the
railway system, and the first report of Mr.
Fitzgibbon. was ‘laid upon  the table of the
House, the honorable - the - Minister  for
Lands and Works had stated that that railway
system-was part of the railway policy of the
Government. - This- had - the effect, o my
+«mind, of placing the Government in the hands
of the ‘engineer.” Under any circumstances,
the Goovernment must be in the hands of their
engineer, to a great extent. -With regard to
railways, I think it will be advisable-for the
Government to pause before they take the
adviee of anybody to run into larger expenses

than are anthorised by vote; and if they are
recommended by -their- engineer to: do so,
they. should consult ‘this. House, and' the
House would grant them anything that was
required, ‘but-they have no right to-be led
info any additional expenses. - I proposed fo
make an- alterationsin’ this: resolution, after
hearing the opinions expressed by the House;
and every discussion makes me more strongly
of opinion’ that -some further sum. will: be
required, but I .think it ought to be:as small
as possible. I would make a small alteration
in the last two lines and a-half of the resolu-
tion, and. would  substitute -the  following
words : - And {o obtain a . reliable - estimate
of ‘the probable - amount required  for -that
purpose,” in place of *“ ab a cost not exceeding
the” amounts  now:. voted; and  that such
alterations be made" in the plans, or in the
amount” of work to- be performed, as: shall
ensure this result.” - It requires great care
indeed, in the expenditure of very large sums
of money, to take care of the credit of the
colony. - We should, therefore, have: some
idea, “so . far as' can be obtained; as to - the
probable #mount that will: be required: to
complete this:line; if any is:needed, so that
we may “know how much we shall’ have to
borrow within  a short period ; for in two
years time we shall have to vote the additional
sumn required. . Nothing can: be of greater
assistance, in:a financial point of view, than
a-clear understanding - as to what we have
undertaken. - The remarks that I made this
afternoon—that it would ‘be necessary to
obtain reliable data as to.the probable cost of
this line=—have ‘not been: contradicted, but
nothing reliableis now before the House; and
therefore’ the Government ought: to accept
this' resolution, which really will-be of some,
assistance “to ‘us,  and to: the’ country, in
arranging the financial affairs of the railiway.
With the-alteration I have made, I will now
leave the question in the handsof the House:
The resolution, as amended, was- then
agreed to. .

DISEASES PREVALENT AMONG. CATTL
AND SHEEP.

Mz, HaLY rose to  move the resolution of
which he had given notice—

That this House will, to-morrow, resolve itself
into a committee of the whole, for the purpose
of considering the desirability’ of presenting an
address to His Excellency the Grovernor, . praying
that ‘he will be pleased to -appoint:a board, con-
sisting of two ‘medical men, a veterinary surgeon,
and two practical men who thoroughly understand
the general management of stock, for the purpose
of inguiring into and reporting on the best means
of eradicating the diseases now prevalent amongst
the cattle and sheep in' this'colony ; and that His
Excellency will be pleased to cause to -be placed
on - the -Supplementary - Estimates . a “sum . not
exceeding £2,500, for the purpose of carrying out
this-investigation. :

He said : I regret - that some honorable
member more competent than myself to deal
with a. question of so.much importance has
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not thought proper to bring this maotion
before the House, or one similar to it, for
am quite aware that T am not able to do jus-
tice to. this subject.. I do not mean to say
that I have not given this subject. my best
consideration, or that I have not brought
such practical experience as T possess to bear
on it; but what L'mean to say is, that:I have
not the power of expressing my opinions-in
such forcible language as to place this motion
in its proper light; for I believe that no sub-
joct of imoreiid &ver eel
brought ‘before this House—not excepting
the Land Bill that is now oceupying so much
public attention ; for what will be the use
of our Land Bills, or all our waste lands, if
we have no stock to oceupy them? T am
convinced; if some such  step as I have
shadowed forth in this motion is not carried
out to its fullest extent, which science:com-
bined with practical experience can do; that
‘we_must lose our: flocks and herds in tens
~and hundreds of thousands, as sad experience
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has proved they have done in New South

‘Wales. With the black leg, catarrh, Cumber-
land  disease;: and now, :pleuro-pheumonia ;
and how can we know but rinderpest may be
~ the next P~ Allow me to ask honorable mem-
bers, how was it: that when I first came to
- New South Wales none of those discases
were known or heard of north of the Hunter?
Because we had no miserable land laws to
foree Uis to overstock otir runs; and we then
coulddfford to run our stock in flocks of 400;
and the consequence was we did not destroy
the grasses so quickly as we do now; and
practical experience has taught me this much
—that all new country is far more healthy
for all kinds of stock than ‘after it has been
stocked for a number of years, and that
sheep, in particular, fatten much better, and
in a much shorter period; in new than: old
country. = Formerly, on the Burnett, which
is not considered: a first-rate fattening coun-
“try, it was no unusual thing for wethers to
boil down from: twenty-five: pounds ' to
thirty pounds: of = fat- per . head, and
bullocks - from - two  hundred ‘and - ten
pounds to three hundred and thirty pounds
each. Now, T believe, the average of the
Burnett would not exceed half those amounts,
though in some particular and very favorable
localities the results from the pots may still
be satisfactory. . But T can give a most
extraordinary instance of the fatsening quali-
ties of the Burnett when first taken up; I
can vouch for its correctness. ~About sixteen
years ago, L took some: sheep on terms from
Mz. Cardew; amongst which were some 1,500
old ewes (I believe that was the correct num-
ber) that I considered were too old to breed
from, and if T had kept them over another
year, and a hard winter had set in, T'should
have lost thirty per: cent. of them. T then
ronsidered the best plan would be to fatten
them; and boil them down in June orJuly,
though the lambs had only been: weaned from
them the previous March. T should like to
3E ‘
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“ask the honorable memb;r for Tpswich, Dr.

Challinor, how many pounds of fat the sheep
boiled down ‘per head, and what a similar
number would now boil down, off the same

run, under the most favorable circumstanees?.

As usual, the honorable and: gallant member
is silent.  Perhaps he- does not wish to give
his:valuable opinion ‘on-squatting questions,

unless he gets his fee; but'as it:is necessary

to carry out my argument, I'must inform the
House ~ that those old ewes boiled down

sizteen ‘pounds of fub euch (they ‘averaged
that), and that  a similar  number, under
the most favorable : circumstances; off the
same ~run; - would not- now boil" down
six: pounds ' of ~fat  each. . These ‘are
facts that T -have proved beyond a: doubt.
Now, Mr. Speaker, there must be some very

-good reasons why sheep will not now fatten

as well and as quickly on the same run as
they formerly did.  In my" opinion; there
must-be a constant: failing’ of the most nutri-
tious grasses off all the runs in: all the Aus-
tralian colonies; - from' year fto year, and
that, ine my opinion, 1s the cause of all
the diseases amongst: our: sheep ‘and cattle.
There will be one grand object gained; if this
board can: ascertain. whether my theory is
correct: :about the failing of ‘the most nutri-
tious grasses over the length and breadth of
I think this can be
easily ascertained by examining the grasses
on the oldest: runs in -the colony, and
proceeding on until those runs are examined
that have been only occupied for a few years;
also by examining: the contents = of the
stomachs of the sheepand cattle, as opportu-
nity offers, as the examiners pass through the
different: runs—for they will'be sure to find
the owners of most stations slaughtering
sheep or cattle for their.own use—and wher-
ever they find diseased sheep or cattle, they
must be extra careful ‘in examining the
contents of ‘the stomachs of those animals
that are affected, or lave died from: any
disease, and so preserve those contents that
tlhiey can be sent: to the neighboring: colonies
to: be ~analyzed by ‘mien of ‘the highest
professional attainments that can be obtained.
‘We shall not only then find out the grasses
that’ sheep and cattle are fondest of and
fatten the -best on, but we shall also find out
those plants that are poisonous, and: we:shall

-also ascertain if ‘the most nutritious grasses

are of'such a delicate nature, as T think they
are, that in-a few years they are so com-
pletely destroyed on some runs that sheep
cannot exist on them. I :shall only mention
places where I have: had sheep of my own,
though I could mention many placesin the
neighboring colonies where thishas oceurred.
For instance; on:the Clarence, Richmornd,
and Logan Rivers, where sheep did so: well
once, I do mnot think there are now: 2,000
sheep:: On some: runs: more  favorably
situated for the:growth of these nutritious
grasses, or from some other cause; it takes a
longer period to destroy “them; but as they

&
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do not grow.in guflicient” quantities to keep
the animalg in good health, they are liable
to.catch, or I'may go further and say they
produce, the diseases’now prevalent in the
colony. T have stated it once before in’ this
House, and I now state it again, that in less
than' three months- from this date I can
produce glanders” among the horses of: this
colony—a’ disease that has never been known
to exist in the colony up to this period. T
mention - this  to  shew that  such diseases
can be produced, ‘and that there are certain
producing causes of them. T feel: confident
that the opinions I have so briefly set forth
are worthy - of the: serious: consideration of
the * board;: should they ' be: appointed ;
for my experience, not only in this colony,
but also in " British “North ‘America, has
proved - to . my - satisfactien ' that - the
improper . -feeding “of “stock has: ‘more to
do with these diseases than anything else—
I will 'not even except breeding in-and-in.
Iregret to add that the present land laws
are so framed as to force squatters to over-
stock their runs, and to shepherd their sheep
in such a manner as to destroy the valuable
grasses in-the shortest: possible time ; and.if
the squatters: ask for -an extension: of their
leases so ‘as to enable them to' fence in; to
preserve - these delicate yet most valuable
grasses, without which no sheep can exist; a
mob ery is got up in nearly every town of the
colony against the grasping propensity of the
squatters, - This cry is got up to answerpoliti-
cal ends, by persons who no moreunderstand
the breeding of stock or the land question
than this paper: which T hold in my hand.
The next great thing for this'board toinquire
into is, whether there is any efficacyin inocula-
tion for the disease called pleuro-pneumonia;;
for T'have met a great many persons who are
greatly in favor -of it; and T'may here men-
‘tion the name of - Mr, M*Cord, of Coonambula,
who says he can prove that inoculation is'a
preventative, if performedin a proper manner.
From ‘all T have read about rinderpest, I
believe that pleuro-pneumoniais only a milder
form of that disease ; for how can we otherwise
account for cattle that have died from rin-
derpest- invariably shewing, when examined,
some signs of having had pleuro-pnewmonia ?
This almost convinces me- that the disease is
amild form of rinderpest.- I remember asking
a doctor up at Nanango how he could account
for this; and he ‘said he: could only cometo
the conclusion that- pleuro-pneumonia was:a
milder: form of rinderpest. - In pleuro-pneu-
monia the disease does not break out through
the skin as it does in rinderpest, and conse-
quently it flies to the lungs, which' are: the
most easily inflamed parts of the animal.
- Therefore, I should like to see vaccination
tried. for this.disease, or, at any rate, make
the matter a subject of inquiry.  There is a
great difficulty, 1 admit, in- getting any cow-
pox from’ animals-nowadays. ‘The virus has
not, T believe, been: got: from -an. animal for
the'last twenty years. As for getting it from
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the cow, therefore, T think we: cannot do-so;
but virus taken from a healthy child would
be just as good.: At any rate, it was due to
the pastoral interest that some effort should
be made to check the spread of these diseases.
Look at the immense amount of pastoral
property in the colony, and the immense debt -
on that property. . "'Why should we not try
by some means o find out something that
will: protect that property fromloss? “How
can we' say. that there is nothing in these
theories, when we read the writings of a man
like' Professor Dick, who says there is some-
thing in'it?- T could say a great deal more
on -this important question;  but, as it is
getting late; I shall’ merely proceed to read a
few extracts from: articles published in’ the
Veterinarian and in the London Times. The
following extracts are from alétter addressed
to the ‘Right Honorable W. E. Gladstone,
M.P., Chancellor of the Exchequer, by Mr.
Tsaac: Seaman, M.R.C,V.S.; of Saffron. Wal-

.den.  Mr. Seaman says:—

“PDuring the last two ‘seasons a very large
number of lambs have been reared, thousands of
sheep  fatted, and upwards of ‘twenty different .
flocks: debilitated by disease restored to health, in
this-'and . other: neighborhoods; by using" semi-
malted: grain;: and - during ‘the:last two tropical
like summers, when the: 'grass: crops have almost
entirely failed, this food has ‘been: found of the
greatest value; resembling ‘more: in: its effects the
natural food of sheep than any other that T am
acquainted: with, It.is an excellent substitute for
turnips:and green rape of winter, and the different
clovers and grasses of summer.  During the last
lambing season, the advantage of using germinated
wheatand barley has been Tiost marked; onmany
farms ‘where large ‘flocks of ‘breeding’ ewes: were
kept;: scarcely a furnip-had grown; and: whilst
twenty per: cent. of lambs: were lost from flocks
fed upon dry, and ‘hernce indigestible food, not
more than one per- cent. was-lost from those fed
upon semi-malted wheat - and barley.”

That shews what injury was done in the short .
space of one summer. T only want to shew
that my arguments are based on the theory
of improper feeding more than anything else.
Mr. Seaman then goes on to say :—

T have some: horses:-which I ‘should haye no
difficulty : to- fatten with: sprouted grain, but at
rest, and fed npon raw food in sufficient quantity,
are sure to become diseased.”’

Honorable  members -will mark that Mr.
Seaman herp says they are swre to-hecome
diseased. -~ He goes on to say; still speaking
of the best methods of feeding :—

“The different.cakes have been in great demand,
and, with'increased demand; increased price and
increased adulteration, and, from the adulteration,
increased: mortality of stock. -~ The:concurrence: of
these circumstances has produced the rising: price
of meat during- the last five years, until it has
reached a point that has not been: aftained since
1818, % % % .. This is without  taking: into
account the loss of cattle arising from”the use of
impure cake;one: farmer in; this" parish:recently
lost eight head. of cattle from: the use of it; and all
others: that fed upon it were seriously depreciated
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in value, and 1 could. mention humerous: other
‘mstances of like loss.”?

Now, I canread through the whole of this
book, and I can mention many more instances
which go to support my arguments. - I think,
+however, these are sufficient ; though'I must
‘read ‘a few lines that bear more on’what I
- say about sheep not being able to’ exist on
certain runs, owing to our miserable land
laws. This- extract  is taken from' the

~Adelaide Observer, and embodies the true

philosophy of cattle feeding :—

“Carbon is_another of ' those  elements which
enter largely into organic structure. Everythmg
produced under . the -influence ‘of :life. contains
carbon: It constitutes nearly half the weight of
any  dried animal or:  vegetable structure. Tt
forms the skeleton framework of  every. plant and
every tree. Itisalsoan important constibuent of the
mineral kingdom. In' the diamond it is found
crystalized. In black lead, in coal, and'in other
bituminous “substances, it is" found " in' various
degrees  of - purity. - Combined  with oxygen it
forms carbonic acid, and with oxygen and: calcium
it forms limestone, coral; marble, chalk; and a
variety of other:compound but  inorganic sub-
stances. ~Animals  require, :-as  food, " a" large
amount, of this carbon. : Carbon supphes the body
with fat, and fat.is the fuel which supplies it with

-heat. The living organism:is, in- fact, a- lamp
which is fed with oil - from the food, and with air
from the lungs, and which burns with' a slow. but
inyisible: flame and:a;: constant but gentle: heat.
Oily. and'carbonaceous foods, such as: starch and
sugar;” are:called  non-nitrogenous;  or. heat-
forming, foods. ~ But, ‘besides these compounds,
there are others of a mineral mature; which are
necessary for'the formation  of bony structure.
Bones ' form  no - inconsiderable: portion - of. the
weight of ‘an - animal. : The bones of the: sheep
amount to’ one-third; and those. of the ox to: one-
fifth of the total weight of the flesh. . These bones
consist chiefly of phosphorus, lime, and magnesia:
The phosphorus and lime form: phosphate of lime,

while that with magnesia form phosphate of mag- -
“ mesia,

The following are, the proportions in which
phosphate of lime will be found in the bones of
different “animals :—Sheep, - seventy ' per - cent. ;
horse, - sixty-seven per cent.;  cow, fifty-five per
cent. ;- calf, ﬁfty-fom per cent pig, fifty-two-per
cent. Now, 1n ‘the" living orgamsm there are
great:‘chemical  and - physiological  changes per-
petually: going ‘on. - Animals breathe, perspire,
digest, and " excrete. ~ In the ‘act of ‘respiration
carbonice: acid is” continually = rejected  from' the
lungs; - Of every 100 pounds of  this acid twenty-
eighi consist of solid earbon. - A nran who takes
ordlnaly exercise daily, throws: from = his lungs
abouteight: ounces of - carbon.To replace this
alone he must daily eat at least eighteen ounces
of  starch or “some: other - carbonaceous - food.
Animalst give: from - their lungs quantities: of car-
bon: proportioned to: their weights. - ‘Anox:or
2 liorse, ten times the weight of a man; will daily
give. off four: to five pounds of pure carbon.
To replace this, from ten to: twélve pounds: of
starch or sugar -will be required.. . But, besides
‘the loss by breathing,  there is also" the loss by
perspiration. . - Animals perspire that they may
live; and perspiration is’as necessary to health as
respiration. | The: skin, like: the lungs, gives' off
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carbonic acid and-absorbs oxygen. But the skin
Jdiffers from-the lungs in - giving off much more of
one than it absorbs of the other. - Of 160 pounds of
carbon given to each of three: different animals,
the following were . the weights proved  to have
beenlost: by breathingand- perspiration :—horse,
sixty-three pounds;: mileh cow, forty-six pounds';
Sheep, forty-four pounds. - There is, in fact; &
perpetual: system of decay and renovation going
onin the animal’organism. =~ Atoms that were
built up yesterday ave breaking down to-day, and
others are-being -built’ up:to-day to break down
to-morrow. - The: nitrogenous  tissues: of - the
museles; the nerves; and the brain; alike with'the
fat tissues, are perpetually wasting away ; while
the lungs, the skin, and the excretory ducts are the
great scavenging instruments by which: the waste
matters are being banished from the system. It is
perfectly . clear, from these considerations, ‘that
they who Would feed cattle to-the best advantage
must pay great attention o ‘the quality as well as
the quantity of ‘the fodder they employ. 'If these
be exactly proportioned: to- the necessities of the
animal, the loss-occasioned by the waste of the
tissues and the process” of " respiration will be in
exact equilibrio” with‘the gain of the food.  The
weight of ‘the animal in such' a case will remain
unchanged. = But- if - the ' quantity of = food. be
inereased, and - the supply exceed - the waste, the
increase of ‘fat: and flesh ‘must be' the necessary
result.”

I could give: a few more interesting extracts
from this article; but as honorable members
don’t seem to care about the matter, I do not
want to press these things on the House. ' I
am only doing what I consider to be my duty,
and honorable members can do: just as they
think proper about the matter.” The following
is a letter.on the cattle plague,addressed to the
Times, by Mr. Abraham Tollemache,  The
writer says :—

¢The Cattle: Plague Comrmssmners are. about
to send: a veterinary surgeon into :this. neighbor-
hood' to- investigate. the: question- whether vacci-
nation is any safeguard against rinderpest. It is
1ot a. moment oo soox ;- the cattle are dying
daily by hundreds’ in this county; and - during
the visitation in 1747 the disease prevailed most
generally, ‘and was most fatal towards the latter
part of the winter, the months of February and
March being’ very destructive. 1 ‘hope 'the
gentleman  appointed  ‘will - be ‘competent and
outspoken,  Every facility for his investigations
shall be afforded to-him, ‘and nothing whatever
shall be withheld from him that he may: - be
desirous of knowing. - Having been: requested by
several stock-holders and others to make known,
through the medium’ of The Times, the present
condition:of my; ten vaceinated cows, I am suve,
from the importance of the subject, you will allow
me space to do.so. My ten cows are up: to this
present time" quite healthy and well. I made no
difference in their treatment either before or after
the operation.” - No "medicine “was . given, no
change of “diet. -~ Some: of ~the cows were in
milk; some were  dry before’ calving, ‘and: ‘one. .
calved 'six  days after she wasvaccinated. My
own family ‘and household partook, and- partake,
of their butter, milk, ‘and - cream, without expe-
riencing - the slightest ' ‘inconvenience. ~ As the
question of vaccination being: a safeguard againsk
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rinderpest: is of vital importance in this cheese-
making county, 1 may: state that, after the most;
diligent inquiries, T have not. been able to hear
of one fatal case in  this meighborhood where: the
operation had been successful.. “Many vaccinated
cows have:died; but not one, as far as I can hear,
where the vaccine had taken. = I have lately been
frying an: experiment; which T am sure will possess
deep - interest with many ‘of your readers.  On
Thursday morning -last,” the 11th, I had an
eighteen-months old- Alderney heifer, -which had
been most successfully vaccinated, turned into a
kind of loose place, nine feet square, in which was
one calf very ill fromunmistakeable rinderpest, and
another calf which had- just died from the effects
of it. - The dead  calf ‘was removed in about half-
an-hour. after my calf was put into’the place.
The sick calf died the following. day.  Since then
two more: calves ill' from " rindéerpest- have been
placed with my' calf,” and have since: died from
the disease. - My ¢alf is as healthy and sharp ag
ever she wasg, notwithstanding  she  has:been kept
for five days and five nights in the most fetid
atmosphere, and . coming in. immediate: contact
with these four dying and  dead -calves. = Surely,
sir, there is'a ‘ray of light here ; and may we not:
hope that the same merciful Providence “in whose
hands is the breath of every living: thing; and
whoseare the cattle upon a thousand hills,’ may
vouchsafe to do for -our cattle, and by the same
agency, what He has done for mankind ?”

Now, I think, sir; that'is ‘a:letter which
shews, to my satisfaction; that the ecase T
have putis a strong case. = It was merely
by reading an article that was published in
the Lancet which came out last April that
these ideas were formed in my mind; and
now, T 'say, that this board ‘should be
appointed, 1f for nothing else, to ascertain
whether vaecination “is really ‘a preventive
to : plenro-pneumonia: - We have evidence
that - the: Cumberland - disease exists in
this ‘colony-—or, at -any: rate, it did ‘exist,
and may come again. It is one of those
that come to-day and go to-morrow. "It will
disappear directly “you shift your sheep, and
that shews that 1t is:this miserable system of
trampling outthe grass by over-stocking that
does the mischief. "It will be seen by the
philosophy of cattle feeding, which ‘I have
justread, that sheep have a larger per centage
of phosphate of ‘lime in their:bones than the
horse, ox, or pig; and as the bones weigh'a
great: deal more -in proportion to their size
than any of those animals; it is quite natural
to - suppose - that  they require ‘those plants
which contain the largest amount of phosphate
of lime in them, to keep them in: health:
Honorable members will also see: that sheep*
require alarger per: centage of ‘carbon, in
proportion, to. sustain: life than either of the
other animals: mentioned. « Now, it is quite
clear to me; as my experienceshas proved-—
and this treatise on cattle feeding has horne
out my theory—-that sheep" canuot: exist on
some runs which horses and cattle may- do
exceedingly ‘well on. I again repeat, that
this is one of the. greatest problems: this
board will have to'decide, and I feel .quite
certain, 'if ~the board arrives at the same
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conclusion that T have, the Government must
see the necessity of altering our land laws to
prevent the wholesale destruction of these
most valuable grasses. Feeling now that I

~have done my duty to my adopted country

by bringing this motion before the House,
I leave it in: honorable members’ hands
to-deal with as they in'their wisdom may
think - proper. - T shall ~answer: anything
worth = answering in --the  objections ~of
honorable members, and I shall now read the
resolution ; it is as follows ;-

“That this' House will, to-morrow, resolve itself
into a committee of the whole, for the purpose
of considering the  desirability. of presenting an
address to His Excellency the Governor, prayiug
that he will'be plessed to appoint a Board, con-
sisting of ‘two medical men, a veterinary surgeon,
and:two practical men who thoroughly understand
the management: of - stock, for  the purpose of
inquiring - into and ' reporting on- the best means

“for-eradicating the diseases now prevalent amongst

the cattle:and sheep in this eolony, and that His
Excellency will: be pleased to cause to be placed
onthe Supplementary - Estimates -a sum 1ot
exceeding £2,500, for the purpose of carrying out
this' inyestigation.”

One or two honorable members seem to think
that T should reduce the sum asked for here:
T am not willingito reduce the sum, but T'am
willing to reduce the number of the board.
Perhaps it might be aswell if the board were
to consist of one medical man;, one veterinary
surgeon; and one practical man.” T am sure
that the squatters will give every information
that they can afford, and would: contribute
money. cheerfully for: such a purpose as this:
‘With these remarks I'shallleave the question
to-the House. .

The:CoroN1AL SECRETARY : If any motion
were brought beforethe House: for the expen-
diture of money in a way that would be useful
and valuable to the country at large, Ishould
be the last man in. the world to- oppose it;
even though' the  country can ill afford the
money. ~But I must again: differ from: my
honorable’ colleague, the honorable member
for the Burnett, Mr. Haly; as regards that
portion of his motion; at. any rate, becatse
the desired object ought to be arrived at
without the expenditure of any money at all.

+'The honorable member has told the House

that several commissions' of inquiry: on this
subject have been: held in the neighboring
colonies. ~He wag -correct in- gtating that.
Asfar back ‘as 1854, a disease appeared in
sheep in New: South Wales—the: catarrh—
and:‘a commission ~of “medical men -~ was
appointed - to - inquire: into it, and- they
sent-in a report. ' Several inquiries have
since ‘been held into the ‘causes of diseases
in cattle, such as pleuro-pnéumonia -and the
Cumberland disease, and commissioners have
reported upon those subjects. Thosereports
are before the public, and are as full ag they
possibly “can :be. - But- they have by no
means set at rest the varying opinions which
have long existed as to whether the diseases
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were imported, or were infectious, or con-
tagious, or not. A great deal more can be
done by individual experience’ than by these
commissions. - The honorable  member has
proved that most conclusively, because he
has told the House all about it ‘already.
The honorable: member: has: told the House
thathe - attributed - disease - in " stock: 'to
the disappearance  of :the natural :grasses,
and: he has also: told the : House that-the
land:laws of ‘the colonies are the' cause of
the' disappearance -of ‘the natural grasses;
because the sheep are shepherded in larger
flocks: than they formerly were,  There, he
was totally wrong ;- the land laws have
nothing - at ‘all to: do:with the matter.  The
honorable member: said -the mischief ‘was
caused by the -overstocking of runs.” Now,
the tendency:of ‘the land laws: has been to
throw open a. large extent of country, and
relieve the ‘already. fully: stocked: runs in
those parts. . The ‘honorable -membgr: is,
therefore, wrong in coming to the conclusion
that " the land laws have injured the natural
grasses of the colony. ~'What have the land
laws got to do with 1t.at all 2.~ The honorable
member bas - alluded - to. the period: when
flocks were run of “small size. ~That was in
consequence - of - the = cheap . labor—prison
labor—obtainable at:thattime, and no doubt
the sheep did better then. . When-the price
of labor rose; the squatter found ‘himself
compelled: to increase the size of his flocks.
The change caused the grass to be trampled
down, and though the sheep did: better for
some years,. they then: fell off, and in some
districts ceased to- thrive altogether. - This
arose from running the sheep in'flocks of too
large a size, and also because the nature of
these animalsis migratory. . They will not
thrive long:on the same country.. Not: only
did the New South 'WalesGovernment hold
medical inquiries on: the ‘subject of diseases
of sheep and cattle, but they  appointed
botanists to travel and make report as to the
question of the: disappearance of the natural
grasses. - Those reports I shall: not- quote
{rom. Mr. Moore was one of the gentlemen
appointed to: investigate the matter, and hig

‘report can be perused by honorable members.

In that report Mr. Moore stated that the
- grasses in the oldest parts of ‘the colony had
disappeared, :that - the ~nhew. grasses were
inferior, and in some: cages not nutritious, but
poisonous: - What. have the land laws got to
do with that 2 It was. caused by the squat-
ters: themselves herding - their: cattle  and
sheep ‘in' an'improper manner.. Mr. Moore
made recommendations, -and pointed:.out
what - the -squatters: would: have . to do.
He said they would have to sow fresh grasses
~ natural - grasses; or. Huropean,.or foreign
grasses, or: whatever they liked—in. order to
bring back their runs to their former state.
But they have never done that. = If the
reports ‘of the inguiries which have already
been held are looked into, they will be.found
quite: sufficient. . Here is a large sum—
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£2,500—asked for by the honorable member.

Suppose we had a: commission to-morrow—
what sort: of ‘a report would they bring up?
Just the same sort of thing as that which
the -honorable ‘member: has just: read—a
jargon about carbon and perspiration, and all
sorts of things.. I dare say that is all true
and - correct, ~but I will ask the honorable
member whether he ‘is prepared to carry out
these ideas P 'Where will he find the proper
food for-the animal P 'With regard to pleuro-
pneumonia, practical experience is far better
than: anything else that can be got. A
commission sat-.some time ago, and brought
up . a report - on - the -subject of pleuro-
pneurnhonia, and that report is now only so
much waste paper.. Some ‘people- believe in
i, and “'some: people do- not, - Some -do
not believe in inoculation at all, and others
believe that it is-a very eflicacious preven-
tion:’ " No  doubt: it would he a proper
remedy if' it were done in a proper manner ;
but in nine eases out of ten it is not so done.
‘Well, I say that practical experience is a
better guide in these matters than anything
The
Government, however, can £0..80 far ag to
say that they will make a compromise with
the honorable. member, by seeing that the
Scab Commissioners: are: empowered to-hold

an- inquiry, and they can call upon practical

men and medical men to. give evidence if
they like. . Practical  squatters: may be
examined: as to their experiences of the best
mode of  cure, the deterioration of runs; &ec:
I have stated that the primary cause of the
diseases is, as set forth by Mr. Moore,  the
disappearance of - the -natural grasses. We
know that already, and all the commissions
in the ‘world: cannot tell us any more. As
faras such a commission: as that is concerned,
I have noobjection- to the inguiry; but T
oppose on the part of the Government such
an expenditure of “money- as the honorable
member proposes, because the money is not
to be put to a practical use, and the colony
is'not in a position to pay any money unless
it is for a practical purpose. o
Mr. Warrs ;- 1 think; sir, that this House
and the country are indebted to the honorable
member: for ‘the Burnett,  Mr.  Haly, for
introducing this motion.. We have, for the
last two mails; heard of the fearful state that
the mother country has been brought into by
the prevalence of a disease among the. stock
We have
seen that some expensive commigsions have
been investigating ‘the causes of that disease,
and seeking for a remedy; and I do not see.any
reason why we, who have a similar disease
amongst ourselves, should not by some means
try to eradicate or prevent it. I felt rather
surprised. at some of the arguments that fell
from the Colonial Secretary, though I cannot
agree with all that has fallen from the honor-
able member, Mr. Haly, as to the diseases
being produced by the loss of the grasses of
the colony.. I.can prove beyond doubt that
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these diseases: have been imported into, not
only this colony, but into all the colonies.
How is it that if this disease of pleuro-pneu-
monia has been produced by the loss of the
natural grasses of the colony, we found it
existing “first of ‘all in. this colony  to- the
north P That is simply because the disease
was brought in the animals and taken there;
and the grasses had nothing at all to do with
it; I may also state that the first animal
belonging to:me which took: the pleuro-pneu-
monia was: an-animalthat I had imported:
from England, and which ‘cost me £300. I
was unable to save that animal, which com-
municated the disease to the rest of my pure
bred stock, so- that T lost to a considerable
extent by that beast. That was a clear proof
. that T actually imported the disease from the
old: country. I may say. it is: necessary
that we should investigate the nature of these
diseases; and, if 'we" possibly cando so, find
means of remedying them. At one time 1
did not believe in the efficacy of inoculation ;

but:+ I think: T shall be-able to prove to.,

the House that, if it be properly performed,
it is a preventive. - I allowed the disease to
go on amongst my cattle for twelve months,

and ‘out of: eighty working ‘bullocks I :lost:

during that time no less  than three teams:
They were not teams, in the sense that we
generally take that term, but the very best.of
my bulloeks. I then thought, Well, I cannot
lose more if T inoculate, than I do if T -leave
them alone;” and 'so L gota competent person
10 come amongst the cattle. -1 admit that a
great deal’ depends upon choosing the virus,
and the proper time for staking it; and that
alone would:form a subject for inquiry. Since
the period at which I began to inoculate my
cattle T have notlost a single beast, and T am
convinced that it is in-our power to put astop
to a great portion of theloss that exists among
theherds of the colony.  If we donot attempt
to do something of the kind, we shall ‘erelong
have some difficulty in getting food to supply
the towns ; so that independent of loss falling
aupon individuals among whose ‘herds. the
disease has arisen; and the necessity of being
called upon to raise among themselves; year
after year, a fund to pay parties who have
the disease among their stock, it is fit that
the question be investigated; rather than we
shiould continue to go on in'the way in-which
we have been going on. It will ‘be' difficult
to deal with the stock in some portions of the
colony—the scrubby portions ; but; because
we are unable to-collect the stock there, we
should not prevent the remedy in the more
settled portions . of = the colony, but. leave

parties outside to-doas they think best. I

anl not quite sure as to the best mode  of
conducting thisinquiry, neither do I think it
should cost such a: sum of money:as: is now
asked for.  T'think we may appoint: a select
committee of the House ; or;if not,take the

step: that the Colonial:Secretary suggested,:

and get the Board of the Scab Commission to
inquire into the matter.. They certainly can
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collect sufficient evidence, and obtain a great
deal of information from veterinary surgeons
and medical men. = As o the learned portion
of the honorable member’s: speech, I shall
not go into that, because I do mnot feel quite
competent o' deal with it. “But there may
be a great deal in whathe said, and it may be
necessary to. supply an animal with alarge
quantity of:carbon:to enable it to grow a
certain *quantity - of “bone, and soon.

do  not think I need say any more ‘on the
question. I can see that it 13 a question of
great importance to the colony, and I hope
that we shall be able to deal with it in some
way to prevent these diseases from spreading
over the country. «

My. Frrzstmmons said he thought this was
2 measure that the Government oughtnot to
deal with ;: it should be left in the hands of
the squatters ‘themselves.  He objeeted: to
the interruption which had been made to'the
speech”of ~ the ‘honorable member  for ‘the

urnett, Mr. Haly : though he could not say
whether: those launghing interruptions had
been- caused by aversion to the question, or
by prejudice. - The Cglonial Secretary had
characterised the speech of - the:honorable
mover of the resolution: as ¢ jargon '

The :CoLoNIAL 'SECRETARY : [t 'was the
language - of - the report which the honorable
member: read: ‘that I referred: to; and that
is & different thing altogether.

Mer. Prrzsivmons: Hethought-honorable
members should be very much obliged to the
honorable member for the Burnett for giving
them the useful information which he had fur-
nished to'the House: ‘The honorablemember’s-
speech had shewn an intimate: acquaintance
with stock'in general, and he" (Mr. Fitzsim-
mons) thought ‘that a matter of -that sort
should not be laughed down. “Of course, he
was not prepared to-say that the honorable
member should carry out his power of causing
diseases in stock, but he ‘thought the. matter
should be carefully ‘considered. = e must
confess  he ‘was not prepared to say 'that
the Government should take this subjectinto
their consideration at all. - The"question, as
it-appeared tohim, was simply this : ‘whether
the investigation  should be’charged. to the
public; or whether' the squatters concerned

- should ‘support the: expense of an inquiry, if

they wanted -one? He “believed that the
Government ‘should: have nothing whatever
to do with:it. + If diseases broke out among
stock;, the squatters: should: deal with them,
and the expenses  incurred should mnot be
charged on'the public. Though- it might be
of some ‘benefit-to  peoplein towns to get
good-beef and mutton, he thought that the
squatters should deal with the' matter them-
selves:; - for  the -moment they ‘put it
into ‘the hands' of the ‘Government, they
might put it” down as a perfect’ fajlure.
He thought: that the inspectors appointed
by Government, by their action, stopped the
progress: of the: colony more than: anything
else had done. : Travelling with' stock had
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been wholly checked. Certain squatters on
the Darling: Downs and in the Burnett
district were, indeed, enabled by this mea-
sure of the Government to dispose of ‘the
worthless stock they had on hand; and that
had done more injury to cattle than anything
else. He was of opinion that the Government
should have nothing to-do with fhe matter.
They should let the squatters do it themselves.
The townsmen could not rightly ‘be called
upon to pay out of public mouey for what
should not be done at the public expense.
Mzr. Groom said : No doubt he should: be
told that he knew nothing of® the matter,
and scarcely understood ‘it. He would say
that, though he had no knowledge of stock
and their diseases, as a member: of that
House and the community, he felt it his duty

to look at-the question ‘in: all 1ts bearings.:

Tt; indeed, as intimately concerned the towns
as it"did the squatters, and he thought the
squatter  should not:be charged: when: the
whole colony was interested.  The question
should ‘be investigated on’scientific: grounds:.
If honorable members had laughed at langh-
able and amusing extracts, they might have
been excused. - He should vote m favorof the
motion, though not for the whole sum, which
was hardly necessary. They had had inves-

tigations ‘made in New  South Wales into:

the disease on the Liverpool Plains; and on
the Mudgee.  The report of: Mr. Moore
shewed that the disease was due o over-
feeding, = the. destruction: of the mnatural
grasses, and the: growth -of - inferior: grass
and plants:in their place.  If the board could
be of any use to prevent the rinderpest,
it should be appointed, and: the honorable
member: for the Burnett was deserving of
credit: for ‘introdueing his motion. It was
no. secret: that cattle were now becoming
-very scarce; and, in his own town and district,
butchers were compelled to-increase the price
of beef, to:buy at the high prices of stock-
holders.
would - be  for -a: practical - good: on' that
account.”  He was' not. prepared to g0
into . questions about medical ‘men; veteri-
nary surgeons, or squatters.  But,. if the
Execuiive were --called  upon 'to: nominate
a - board, they : would, : doubtless, -~ appoint
efficient members; or else they were out of
place as Ministers. . It was scarcely in good
taste fo-bring forward any argument to the
contrary. It was not to: be disguised that a
disease of a malignant type had made its
appearance among . cattle ;- many had: died of
it, and before the mischief spread further it
was  advisable that the Government should
appoint a board or commission, toinquire into
and investigate the cause scientifically. = But
he would move; as an  amendment, that the
figures in the motion be:struck out, and 1000
be inserted in their. place. .

The amendment -lapsed, there. being no
member to second it. =

Mr. Rarr said; that he should not be able
to support the motion of the honorable mem-

R
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ber for the Burnett; althoughitinvolved a sub-
ject of considerable importance. - The House
and the squatters must, however, feel indebted
to that honorable: member for the pains he
had taken in the  matter. ~That honorable
gentleman had ‘had great experience; both
i feeding “and - breeding stock, and his
researches  would -have due’ weight “with
members practically acquainted. with -those
matters.  He could not, however, think that
all those diseases . arose from : the causes
stated by the introducer of the motion:  He
agreed with:the honorable member for: the
‘Western Downs, - that 'they- had imported
many - of those diseases. - But his present
object was to. call ‘attention to the necessity
of seeing that proper precautions were taken
to prevent their introduction. = He was afraid
that the  Colonial Treasurer could not spare
the sum  named in the motien for: the
purpose - contemplated,  and  probably the
mquiry would' not be worth very. much, as
the Colonial Secretary had said.  He should
be very sorry if the pleuro-pneumonia were
but a - stage of rinderpest. In reading the
accounts . of ‘the spread- of -the ravages of
that ' disease  in: HKngland - lately, he had
been struck with the facts stated in evidence,
that the disease had been' communicated by
the clothes of individuals. It oceurred to him
that it was the duty of the Government of
this colony ~ to see that all immigrants
on: arrival should be landed: at some station
or-island set  apart, and their clothes sub-
jected ‘to examination and  cleansing. - If
would “be a fearful  calamity to have  the
disease introduced.’s It would, he thought,
be a great preventive of ‘disease “among
Iniman’ ‘beings, ~as: well as among. cattle.
Diseases: had: been prevalent for  many
months. amongst them . in the 'colony ;
ship after ship arrived  with ‘fever among
the'  passengers, and . they ~had come
amongst them  with 'their: diseaSes, which
spread -in’ consequence, and were prevailing
now. - Proper precattions: should have been
taken = against that. = e hoped that the:
remarks of ‘the honorable: member for the
Burnett would be:duly taken into considera-
tion, and that the Government would see it to
be their duty to take such measures as they
found themselves. able to: carry out, for the
prevention of diseases -of -that sort being
imported. - Pleuro-pneumonia, although it had

.proved a partial evil, might, he thought, be

looked upon. as ageneral good.  He meant
that the disease had been compelling what he
considered a law shonld have compelled in the
colony—the substitution of horse teams for:
The -disease, indeed,  had been
mainly introduced by working cattle, and
prevailed chiefly amongst them,and: they
carried it abotit from colony: to. colony. If,
however, it caused the introduction of horse
teams generally, not only would the cost of
carriage be  greatly reduced, but a greab
saving would be effected for the public in the
maintenance and reconstruetion. of roads.:
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Carriage by bullock teams had been very
destructive fo the roads, and had already
cost a foolish outlay on the part of the House.
At present, indeed, he did not feel inclined
to ‘vote money for these roads, unless they
first passed a'law to prevent their destruction.
It was idle 10 make roads which -would only

be destroyed immediately afterwards by

bullock-teams.

Mr. WarsH expressed his determination
to vote against’ the motion, because he
believed the money would not be properly
spent, and they had no knowledge of the
causes of the disease, nor means of getting
superior. information ‘to what had already
been obtained by other Governments. Buthe

- must say, that the motion had been met in a
spirit far different from that in which if
should have been, and with arguments which
should not have been introduced in a motion

- of the kind. He was much surprised at the
honorable member for North Brisbane, Mr,
Raff's, idea and suggestion,-that, in order to
prevent carrying about imaginary diseases,
more restrichive measures should ‘be carried
out' in the quarantine regulations, and that
their  fellow-creatures should' be  further
inconvenienced. - He believed that these
regulations were already tyrannical enough,
cruel, and shameful. = He would rather sce

- all the stock in the colony perishing, ‘than

increase an injury .to his fellow-creatures.

He could not understand the mnotion that

anything of the sort should be done againgt

‘the disease.  He had been about to tell the

honorable the Colonial Secretary; but he did

not perceive him in his place at the time,
that the way in which he usually met
motions brought forward by his colleague,
the honorable member for the Burnett, was
not the way in which  that: honorable
gentleman  should  approach ' them. I
would be as well that honorable gentlemen
representing one constituency, should: pull
together. It had, however, mvariably been
the case, that the Colonial Secretary had met
‘any resolution of his: colleague in anything
but a fraternal spirit.
matter to be deplored, on account of the
constituency they represented.  If they both
divided invariably on opposite sides, he feared

that the neglected district of the Burnett |

would never derive the advantage it might
from the united efforts of its representatives.
~He spoke: that in a kindly spirit, ‘and no
doubt the honorable gentleman, the Colonial
Secretary, acted as he did, in a good spirit of
independence. It would really be: better,
perhaps, for the Colonial ® Secretary’s con-

stituents; and certainly for ‘himself; if he"

would only throw his heart into a matter,
and shew the House that he cared for them.
He quite understood that honorable gentle-
man’s position, and had taken that opportune
moment to. remind him- that his fault told
more against his. own ' constituency than
himself. He must say  that he entively
ditfered from the Colonial Secretary, when
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that honorable gentleman attempted to
refute the arguments used by his colleague,
in: introducing the motion = before  the
House, and said that  the land laws - had
nothing to do with the question of diseases.
He, himself; had long thought differently, and
he had even wished to introduce that subject,
because he- believed those laws had been the
cause of the spontaneous growth of, or,rather,
a predisposition to disease amongst the' stock
of the colony. Those laws furnished an
explanation of the careless way in which
pastoral operations were carried on—of the
disregard shéwn in the preservation of runs
and the natural grasses—in the uncertainty
of tenure which they offered. The tenant
under them cared nothing about the future
condition of his holding, but took all that

+he could  get in the present, out ofit, to the

ruin: of his stock. The: natural grasses
disappeared, not because the run itself was
overstocked, but  because of  overcrowding
near ‘the station, while miles of country
on the run outside remained unstocked ;
and that led to sad results—the spoiling
of the country, and probably disease. It
was well known, for instance, that careless
sheep farming produced catarrh and seab.
He, himself, had had experience of the fact.
‘When any inféected sheep were in the country,
catarrh” and seab broke out everywhere.
Now, if the squatter were only proprietor
in fee-simple of his run, or otherwise fairly
secured in his tenure, he would not carry
on sheep farming in the way alluded to.
He was sorry that the Colonial Secretary
Liad spoken lightly of the arguments read by
the honorable member for the Burnett. - It did
not signify whether they were jargon or not.
He did not helieve that the Government could
possibly have at their command such infor-
mation, orsuch skill, as to justify them in
making the experiment, proposed. He was
pretty sure . that all the iformation the
Government could possibly  obtain, was
alveady possessed by any single squatter in
that I-fouse, and would not be more than he
could  give.. Medical testimony could not
throw “one atom of information into the
question.  He doubted whether those gentle-
men who had been spoken of, as a board of
inspectors, could furnish any more know-
ledge than any other member of the House,
upon the subject..  With that opinion, and
believing: that they had already  spent a
great deal too much money, he trusted the
House—anxious ‘as he was to meet the
member for the Burnett’s view-—would not
consent to vote the money. o
Mr. SANDEMAN said: Before the motion was
put fo the House, he should like to say a few
words. . He quite coneyrred with the honor-
able member for Western Downs, Mr. Watts,
that they were much indebted to the honorable
member, Mr. Haly, for having brought this
subject under the notice of the House. They
could not-exaggerate the importance of the
question before them. It was a difficult

=
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one to deal with, and great difference of
opinion prevailed concerning the diseases
in the country. He happened to be
one of a select committee on the subject,
which sat a few years ago; and that com-

mittee found great difficulty in arriving at

any satisfactory conclusion tpon the question.
They failed, for 1instance, to determine
whether Inocilation was desirable or effica-
cious.
those who had objected to inoculation; but
it was now said that he had lately seen
reason to alter his views, and that they would
at an early day have his revised opinion
before them, which opinion seemed to be
that inoculation, if not a specific, was certainly
very valuable. Mr. Archer, a gentleman
* who had had considerable experience, had
gone into the question very carefully, and
had informed him that on a station; not far
from that gentleman’s, without noculation,
the losses sustained by disease were about
one third of the stock on the station, while
on his own run (Mr. Archer’s) with inocu-
lation it had been about one eighth. Mr.
Archer approved of inoculation, and he
mentioned these facts: to shew that there
was great difference of opinion on the question.
The honorable the Colonial Secretary had said
that reports on the disease had never yet led
to any practical results; that was only an
_ additional reason why they should not ignore
__ further inquiry upon such an important
question; it they could by any means get
more information, they should do so. = He

thought the suggestion, of the Colonial

~ Secretary might be a desirable one to
adopt-—to take medical and other testimony
- concerning the disease, upon the spot. Such
evidence might and should be followed up by
corresponding action in the infeeted districts.

He would suggest that the commission recom:
- mend the appointment of sub-committees in

such districts to investigate diseases and

_ theircauses, and that the Government should

be prepared to devote a moderate sum of
money for these purposes. He did not know,
however, that they would thereby arrive at
any conclusion they wished to attain, with
any certainty.  Some good at leagt might
result, and no trouble should be spared when
the country was so largely concerned. The
- amount asked for might not be sufficient for
the object in view. But he would leave 1t
to the honorable the Colonial Treasurer, who
was chairman of the commission, to consider
the suggestion. He now came to another
point.  The Colonial Secretary had said that
the land laws had nothing whatever to do with
the subject under cousideration. For his
part, he must say that the most efficient
remedy that could be devised, resolved itself
_into a conclusion with which fhe Colonial
Secretary, if he were to state his views, must

agree——that fencing was the best specific for

disease; and unless they were prepared to

justify that expense, by a suflicient security

of tenure, they would still suifer, in every
3F
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point of view. He would, without detaining
the House further, express a hope that the
Colonial Treasurer would consider the sug-
gestion thrown out to him.

Mr. Mires said he was prepared to give all
credit to the introducer of the motion before
the House ; but he thought that honorable
member could almost give all the information
obtainable on the subject, and a commission
could not give more. The honorable member
for the Western Downs had already told
introduced,
namely by some imported bull; and he
had further told them that he had had the
disease himself. Again; in inoculation, they
had, it appeared, a remedy at once. Now,
he was prepared to bear oubt what the
Colonial Secretary had said about the con-
tradictory: reports furnished by  commis-
sions in the past. There was not a single
squatter of one opinion entirely with another
on the question. But he thought 1t was the
part of the squatters themselves to take up
the matter, for they would do it far better
than any commission. They could judge of
the report such a commission would present
from what had been furnished by the Board
of Health concerning the necessity for a
railway to supply milk to the babies of
Brishane. To test the question, if necessary,
he concurred with the suggestion of the
honorable member for Rockhampton, that
the squatters themselves should subscribe
for the object sought, because he did not
think they had any right to the country’s

- money for any such purpose. As to the obser-
_ vations made by the honorable member for
North Brisbane, Mr. Raff;, he could not

see any advantage derived from pleuro-
pneumonia, because it drove bullocks off
the roads. He could not see how horses
would supply the place of bulloek teams in
the case of a heavy fall of ram, because they
became useless in boggy ground, from their
instinctive timidity. Till roads were macada-
mised, there was no danger of horses super-
seding bullock teams in this eolony. For
the reasons stated, he should oppose the
motion. :

The Coroniar, TrEASURER said he was
sorry he should be compelled to oppose the
motion, if it were to be pressed to a division.
But he would ask the honorable member
to accept the suggestion of his honorable

- colleagne the Colonial Secretary, and refer

the matter to the Scab and Pleuro-pneu-
monia. Commission, with a view to deter-
mine in what way they could best under-
take its consideration so as to meet the
objects i view; and whether they might
not, from some funds available, meet the
expenditure involved, or should come to
the House for aspecific vote. Theadvantage
of the experience acquired by other colonies
should not be lost sight of by this young
colony. The neighboring colonies had found

from experience that it was of no use togo

to any great expense with the idea of
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preventing diseases in  cattle. The same
conclusion might fairly be arrived at with
reference to Queensland. Different reasons

_nicable

with facts that a disease should originate
from bad feeding, but become commu-
afferwards by contagion or the

had been assigned for the appearance of
_the disease, and some homnorable gentle-
men ascribed it to the operation of the land
laws: but it did not appear to him that in
Europe, where the land had been alienated,
and where fencing existed, as in England and
Scotland, the inhabitants had escaped dis-
ease in their cattle ; perhaps it was the land
laws there. He must say he did not think
that the scab regulations had been justly
dealt with by the honorable member: for
Rockhampton. He (the Colonial Treasurer)
_ believed that those regulations had had a very
good effect. However, as honorable members
held different viewsonthis matter, he would

niot refer to it at any length. He would, in

conclusion, recommend to the honorable
member for the Burnett the propriety of
ndopting the suggestion of the honorable
Colonial Secretary. That honorable member
should withdraw: his motion, as his object
might be met, and managed in such a
manner as to come before that House; so as to
suit: his views and those entertained by
others in the House.

Dr. Crarvivor said he was not surprised
that honorable members had indulged ina
laugh at what had been spoken and read on
the subject by the honorable member for the
Burnett. But that gentleman had quoted a
most interesting document which he, himself;
had previously read with great pleasure,
as would any person desiring to become
. familiar with the subject. He recommended
that document to every stockowner, for he
ought to know what kind of feed was suitable
to produce fat or flesh, which the paper went
to shew. When they considered the action
of the Home Government in reference to the
cattle plague, they might fairly consider it
a fair subject of discussion whether; as was
the plan in England, that House might not

vote funds out of the Treasury for an inves-

tigation of the disease. e felt that a
national calamity should be met with national
resources. But they did not possess the
material to compose the hoard desired by the
honorable member.  Certainly, if that gentle-
marn’s object could be thus secured, 1t would
_ be cheap at the amount asked for. Secientific
' men of the kind required were not to be had
in the colony, and their aid was quite essential;
for the requirements of the colony were not
such as to call for other than practical men
into service. An efficient board of inquiry
should consist of scientific, medical; veter-
inary, and stockowning persons combined.
Two of these elemernts were wanting to
the colony, and no seientific inquiry ecould
therefore be instituted therein at a moderate
expense, and from its own resources. The
Colonial Secretary had said that one person
could treat the disease as well as another,

- but he (Dr. Challinor) differed from that

opinion entirely. It was quite compatible

_spend it.

air, without reference to the manner of
feeding at all.  Such was the case with
fever: 1t might be generated from common
causes; but once in the system, it might
impart disease in a different way by contact,
or otherwise, to others.. He could not at all

‘concur with the honorable member for North

Brisbane, Mr. Raff, that persons should be
put into quarantine to prevent rinderpest,
though they might well be supplied with
soap, soda, and water, beneficially, both to
themselves on arrival, and to the colony at
large.  Neither did he agree with the honor-
able member for the Leichhardt, that fencing
would prove a sufficient specific against dis-
ease in stock, for overstocking could take place
within fences, and then it became a mere
question of time. Besides,if pastoral tenants
overstocked without fencing; they would
do the same with fthe land fenced in,
they would continue stocking to the very
utmost; and as it would cost more to fence,
therefore they would expect to get more out
of the country fenced. He should be quite
willing to vote for the sum asked for if he

 thought that it would atfain the end desired.

The honorable Colonial Secretary and Colonial
Treasurer had made a very good suggestion,
to refer the matter to the Scab Commission,
leaving them, and not the Government, to
deal with it, without giving them authority
to spend money, and they had not the wish to

Mr. Hary, inveply, said : T am exceedingly
orry that the Colonial Secretary should
have set his face so much against this motion,
for he must know that he had fo give up
sheep because he could not keep them on his
own rtun, although formerly they did remark-
ably well. He also knows very well that
there is nothing for sheep on the Burnett,
except fencing, and the squatters must have
long leases to afford that. That honorable
gentleman knows that if such another season
comes as we have had, not only will other
persons follow his example, but seventy per
cent. will have 1o give up sheep farming. T
do not agree with him, or with these commis-
sion reports. I have read them; I have vead
Mzr. Moore and Mester, and the only
thing Mester said was that cattle must
be destroyed.  Not one of them all went to
the root of the matter. There has no man

yet found out how to cure the disease. 1

want to get at the cause and effect. Forl
believe prevention is better than cure: .
Improper feeding, T believe, is the eause;
and when T was shewing that, members were

talking and laughing; instead of listening to
what I read to prove it = Queensland
is an immense grazing colony; the colony
exports ninety per cent. from squatters,
consisting of the produce of the stock of the
country. It is absurd, then, for this House
1o begrudge the sum T ask for, when the
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_ interests atf stake are so larce. I am anxious
for a commission to inquire into what I
~ believe, and what 1 was shewn 1n a Lancet
received from home last April : namely, that
rinderpest was only another form of pleuro-
pneumonia. I can prove it, if T only had
time, from a book with the places marked,
which said that the disease was mistaken for
leuro-pneumonia, and tliey recommended
moculation, beeause it had succeeded so well
in Australia; but they afterwards found it
differed from pleuro-pneumonia. - Then they
thought it was some typhoid disease, but
 latterly they discovered from five or six
letters from a medical man; that it was
nothing more than small-pox within the
animal. = Also, that the animals dissected
after death from rinderpest shewed signs of
pleuro-pneumonia in every case. Now, if
this statement be a fact, I say this colony
ought not to lose a moment in finding out
whether vaccination or what were apreventive
of pleuro-pneumonia.; Then if such a calamity
~ as rinderpest were to overtake us, we might
_ be better prepared to meet it. At home, in a
small country, they lose hundreds by this
disease, and there has been proof that pleuro-
pneumonia was imported ;  then, why not
rinderpest ?  Some honorable members said
that pleuro-pneumonia was not produced; T
 will ask—was not black%ég,catarrh, Cumber-
 land disease? - ~
~ The Coroxtar SecrrTaRY : All imported.
My Hary: 1 beg the honorable member’s
pardon ; if Gumberland disease was Imported,
or other diseases; they never imported. stock
with eatarrh, it was produced here.
not black leg produced? T have always
thought and read so ; and when I first arrived
in New South Wales there was not one of
these diseases known in the colony. In the
north of the Hunter there was no disease
fwenty-seven years ago.
The Seraxer: If honorable members will
. _converse, it must be in-a whisper. :
My, Haty : All the inhabitants were then
settlers: there were very few squatters,
‘but it was their boast at the time that
there was mno disease in the colony
north of the Hunter. I state only what I
know for a fact. We know that pleuro-
prneumonia was not produeed: in this colony ;
it travelled up. Of course, once produced,
it may be communicated. It isjustthe same
with glanders; I could produce them in
three months. Now, what I want 1s; to find
~_out the cause of these diseases ; as prevention
I8 better than cure, any day. If the Colonial

Secretary is willing to have an inquiry by a.

board, and the commission recommend its
appointment, I am very willing to accede to
his proposals. 1f honorable members, who
_were laughing when [ was reading the
~ proportions of phosphate and of carbon to
sustain life in different animals, hiad given
_ their attention to the subject, they might
have understood me. = Cattle and horses
do well on the Richmond and ZILogan,

‘there.

Was |

~ these grasses.
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where sheep do not succeed. I am, how-
ever, sure that they are good countries
still  for sheep on those rivers ; bug
from some cause not known, which T
want to find out, T suppose loss of the
nutritious plants and grasses, without which
sheep will not exist, they will not thrive
There are certain grasses; I know,
and’ these are trampled out, and in afew
years the sheep will not thrive. 1 want
to find out these grasses, and the causes
of their failure, and to see what remedy to
adopt. Ihave heard some honorable member
say that there are hardly 2,000 sheep in the
whole eastern and Burnett district. 1 am
positive that there are 2,000 sheep there now
and more. Asareason why I ask aninquiry,
1 may mention my own case : in the Burnett
1 cannot fatten my sheep, they only produce
sixteen pounds of fat each. These are facts
that the House cannot deny, and they should
be looked into. Ifthe Mimstry of the day and
the people wish {o destroy the squatting
interest 1 the colony, let them do so, and try
farming, and see what they can make of
it. I have in all my life fried to assist
all interests. I voted for cotton, sugar,
and all these things; T agreed to reduce
the rent of agricultural leases from two
shillings’ to sixpence, because I am always
willing o encourage otlier interests besides
my own, and T do sincerely hope that other
interests will arise, so that the squatting
mterest may subside, and that they will push
the colony forward better than squatting
has done. - No man is more prepared to say
that than myself. At present, I wish to
see the only interest there is in this colony
protected, and not to laugh at it like my
honorable colleague for the Burnett, Mr.
Mackenzie. I am mnot to be laughed
down upon this question. = It is of too
great 1mportance to the colony. If we
do not care, we shall lose our flocks and
herds by tens and hundreds of thousands.
If we can save our sheep and cattle by
fencing, and fatten them, I think I am only
doing justice by pressing this motion, so as
to have such a fixity of tenure, as will allow
us to fence, and not destroy the only interest
we have in the colony. T want acommission to
examine the contents of the stomachs of the
diseased animals, and the quality of the
different grasses: they are not yet known, and
I defy any honorable member to tell me
I have made this my study
ever since I was alad in South America. T
then noticed that when the cattle, in winter,
fed on poor food; we lost them; but
whenever spring returned, all the diseases
left them and they soon thrived again and
got fat.  Now, when reading Sir Francis
Head’s History of Ameriea, I remember, he
said that there were at first only one or two
horses in South America, and they grew up to
numbers, but after they got to a certain
number, from destroction of the ngl.tural
grasses, they were swept off by disease
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in thousands, till they were reduced to a
limited number. When such a man of
eminence wrote thus, it is folly for the House
to laugh at this motion. I shall be happy,
‘having done my duty, to take the suggestion
of the honorable the Colonial Secretary,
fecling that he has as great an interest in the
welfare of this colony as 1 have, and that he
will carry out what he will for the best
interest of the colony

The motion was ‘then, by leave of the
House, withdrawn.






