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Crown Lands:Sale Bill (Resumption: of:Debate).

CROWN LANDS SALE BILL (RESUMP-
- TION OF DEBATE).

. Mr. McLEaN resumed the debate, on the
motion for the second reading of the Crown
Lands Sale Bill, and, in deoing so, said that
in making the few observations he had to
address to the House on this all-important
subject, he should endeavor as much as
_ possibleto take a general view of the measure;
and he believed that, when he had finished,
neither the one side nor the other of the

 House would be able to say that he had

taken a partial view of the question. = He
_ would neither try to advocate one side or
other of the question; and, especially, he
should endeavor not to advocate that side
~ of the question which was supposed to be
advocated by honorable members on the
. Opposition side of the House, more than he
would the views that were advoecated by
honorable gentlemen the Government side of
the House.  He regretted having to admit
_that a great number of the speeches which
had been addressed to the House on the
_question, were conspicuous for want of
ability, and for partiality. Many of the
speeches were conspicuous for those qualities
that were calculated to excite in the minds
_of the people imaginary grievances that
~ did notexist.  In reviewing the short history
_ of this community as a colony, he believed
that, so far, they had every mght fo be
gratified, and to be proud of all the legislation
. that had taken place in the Assembly. He

believed they could, with a great deal of

~ safisfaction, and a great deal of pride to
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Parliament and another poor.

themselves, compare their legislation most
~ favorably with the legislation that had taken
~ place in any, or all; of the other colonies of
the Australian group. He believed it could
not be disputed that they had not erred in
_ thoe legislation so much as other colonies
had done, and particularly on the subject of
the land question.  He believed that to the
just laws enacted by the Parliament of

Queensland was to be attributed the great

attraction, both of eapital and labor, to the
colony. That, he mamntamed, was manly

__the cause of the vast increase of the popu-
lation of the colony since Separation from
~ New Soath Wales.  He believed it was in
_ consequence of the pernicious laws made

by the older colonies with respect to the

_property of the Crown, that those colonies
_ hadreceded; and not progressed. He believed
_ that, ifit had not been for the gold discoveries
_of Victoria and New BSouth Wales, the
_towns m many of the districts of those
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colonies would have grass growing in the
streets, instead of being inhabited by large
populations, 'Well, havins those circum-
stances so very clearly before them, and not
having cold Ii;iyelds' to support a population,
nor bad legislation as to the land to retard
population; it was too elear that they must
depend in a great measure for the success of
the colony on the just, and prudent, and
beneficial land laws which might be enacted
by the Legislature. The land was the only
property they had, and i
patrimony, if they dealt fairly with 1t ;—if
they dealt with it; without bemg forced to
rash legislation by any popular excitement
—dealt with it fairly and calmly,
something in the way a large estate holder
would deal with his own land, so as to raise a
larger revenue from it; and carry on his busi-
ness as a trustee for the public; for helooked
on every landholder as an acting trustee for

the public, beeause, in managing his property

so as to make it most beneficial to himself,
he would also make it most beneficial to the
community:. Now, honorable members should
look upon themselves as being somewhat in a
similar position. They were only a small

| portion of the human family, and it was their

duty to make laws that would deal evenly
and justly; not only with all those who were
in the colony, but with all who might come
toit. They ought not to legislate in a way
that would make one man rich by Aet of
He believed
it was an axiom in political economy,that one
man could not be made rich by Act of Par-
liament without the pecuniary position of
some one else being prejudiced. As honor-

able members knew those facts very well it
was unnecessary for him to dwell on them, .

They were quite patent to every honorable
member in the House. He believed there
was not an honorable member of the lieois-
lature but would secout and repudiate the idea
of taking the property of any man from him,
for the purposeof dividing it amongst others.
Now, if they found the Government intro-

ducing a clause in this Land Bill that e

have such a tendency, it was the bounden
duty of honorable members to try and prevent
it if they could. If it could be shewn that
the Bill before the House would have the °
effect of taking from any man that which he

had labored for, that which, by his capital,

his industry, and his labor, he had aequired- -
and which, after all, would not be so mmich
for his own benefit as it would be for the

. benefit of the country, though he might be

the lawful possessor of it—he believed there

was not a member of the Legislature but

would scout such a thing—but would scout
the attempt to take his property from him
and distribute it amongst others, who had
not shewn that they could make a better
use of it than the possessor of it. He
believed that, if he conld shew the Bill before
the House would have that cffect, there was
sufficicnt wisdom, and prudence, and public
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_ ridiculous that a gentleman of

__ argument for the purpose of casting odium
_onthe squatters generally, because a squatter

the gentleman for

_ spiritamongst honorable members, to prevent
_it. 1t was, he believed, the apprehension
that a Bill which would have such an effect

 night be passed by the House, that caused

the agitation out of doors. A great deal of
the agitation, he believed, also, was oceasioned
by the speeches that had been delivered in
the House—he would not say whether by
honorable members on the Government or on
the Opposition side of the House. Honorable
members, on both sides; had erred i that
way, and had erred very much.  He did not
_mean to refer to those speeches; excepb in so
far as he considered it necessary to do so, in
ordertoenable him to deal with the arguments
_ put forward in them. e must say, that he
was very much disappointed with the logic
_of the honorable and callant member for
__ Ipswich, Dr. Challinor, in dealing with the
land question. It seemed to him absurd and
his parlia-
_ mentary experience, and experience in discus-

- sion, should take up the time of the House
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with such childish arguments as the honorable

. member had used in addressing the House
~_on the question.
__member, for example, argued that, as some

The honorable and gallant

Darline Downs squatter offered the Govern-
__ment a piece of land in the vicinity of a
_ railway terminus at five pounds an acre,

the Government, if they Ead any inten-
tion of purchasing the land at such a

~ price, recognised the land to be worth

. five pounds an acre —otherwise, they would

__ mnob expect the sanction of the House to

. such a purchase. But, as the Governinent

. very properly rejected the offer, and also the

_ idea of the purchase at such a price, the

_ argument of the honorable and gallant mem-

ber fell to the ground; and the proceeding

__only shewed that land had not risen 1n

value, for, if it had, the Government would
have accepted the offer.  He believed the
honorable and gallant member used that

_ had made such an offer to the Government.
The offer, he believed, was made by a gentle-

-  man of the name of Waildish, who only very
any

_tecently came to the colony, and not b
 old squatter. The offer, as he had said, was
__ rejected, and he supposed the honorable the

_ Becretary for Lands and Works laughed at
being at the ftrouble to
Now, lie supposed that,
S0 far as that instance was concerned, no

make such an offer.

. honorable member would admit that it

founded a good basis for an argument In
favor of the hish price of land. 1If the

' _honorable and gallant member were to say

_that many of the squatters on the Darling

~ Downs had made large fortunes by buying

land at a pound an acre, that would be a fair
_arcument in favor of a high price; at any
__rate. it would be a better argument than the

_other. Tiast year, the question of the price
of land came before the House. He could
. not then see the advantage of a reduction of

- the priCé. Tt ocourred to him at the‘fti'ryn'e,'“ .
 that it would be very injudicious to reduce

the price of land. He felt, that if the price
of land were reduced, those who had pur-
chased land at a high price would have goad
cause to complain of such an alteration, as it
would bring the Government into compe-
tition with them, and would in fact also lower
the value of their land. Since then he had
discussed thequestion with gentlemenwho had
given a great deal of attention to this subject,
and he had heard from them arguments that
had convinced him, and he could not help
coming to the convietion, that at least nine-
tenths of all the land of Queensland was not
worth a pound an acre, and would not bring
a pound an acre at auction. Whether
it would be better for the Government to
sell the land at a fair present value, or keep
1t till, by settlement or otherwise, it might be
increased in value, was one of the questions
for the House now to consider. It was one
of the questions the House had to determine,
whether the Government would administer

the Jarge estate of the colony more to the

advantage of the community at large by
holding it over for the present than by
disposing  of 1t now, and selling it at a
future time; so that what one man had an
indisputable right to should be marked off
from that to which his neighbor had an
equal right to.

was the property of one man. and that which
was the property of another. He looked
upon it as soing back to the first principles

_of a savage life; to make the country a uni-
He believed that it was the

versal common.
idea of the country being equally the
property of all_the idea that it was a large
common-—-that had to a great extent caused so
much erime in New South Wales; and

. another of the consequences was, that the

progress of the eountry was retarded; because
of the immense police expenditure necessary
to keep down that crime; for whieh pur-

pose even the preat expendifure was quite

futile. - He believed the expense of the police
department seriously weighed down and
depressed all the honest industry of the
country ; and that expense had been caused
mostly by bushranging. Bushranging, he
considered, was very much occasioned by the
commonage system. Young men who went
into the bush found that the lands were to a
greatb extent commons, and from the schooling
afforded them by the example of the property
of the Government being common, they
readily extended the prineiple to private
property. Now, they ought m Queonsland
to prevent any idea of that kind growing
up in the colony; and he was firmly
impressed with the belief that the sooner the
lands became private property, or were under
private management, and the soomer they

'~ could no longer be locked up as commons,

the sooner would the people recognise the
true principles of civilization, and come to

He believed there should be
a line of demarkation between that which
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. "f'espécf,the;property of others. He might

_here advert to the fact, that since the perni-

cious land laws of New South Wales came
__ into existence, the ordinary revenue of that
_ colony had been found to be quite inadequate

to the requirements of the colony. Previous:

_ to those land laws coming into operation the

_revenue of the colony was chiefly obtained

from the sale of lands; and the taxation,
_which was chiefly confined to tea, sugar,
_ spirits, and a few other articles of import,
was so licht that 1t was scarcely felt at all.
Now, m consequence of the land revenue

being swept away by the land laws he had

_ alluded fto, the taxation on the articles
__ previously taxed had not only been increased,
ut other taxes Lad been imposed, and a tax

~ was now placed on every cheque that was
~ drawn, on every promissory note that was
given, on every bill of lading, and,
_ on almost every business document that was
written out. In fact, in New South Wales

a man could scarcely breathe the air without

_paying a tax for the privilege. There was
also a package duty on every package landed
_ on the wharf. Everything that was landed

_ there was subject to an ad walorem duty ; and |

any one who had a package sent to him had
_ tomake up a list of the articles such package
_ contained, and pay duties upon them. Now

 Pegme]

in fact, |

_he believed there was not an honorable
member of the House but would deplore the

establishment of such a state of things in

. this colony; and on that head he appealed to

.. the people of the towns, rather than fo the

_people in the country, for it was the

_people in the towns who would feel it the
most.. The townspeople, he also maintained,

_ would be especially responsible for any such
_ laws, if they resulted from the way in which
the land question might be disposed of. As

.

have been a fgarbied one. For klﬁs“owl'{’

part,.he felt convinced that Mill was about
the Tast man i the world to give expression
to the statement the honorable member for

North Brigbane seemed to quote from that

author’s works. If they adopted the views

so expressed by the honorable member, they
might at once reburn to a state of savage life,

instead of pursuing the path of ecivilization.

Instead of being subjects of the Queen,

governed by laws, and holding property
individually, they might go roaming throtugh
the
having no  religion, and enjoying none
of those civilizing influences which were
characteristic of the nation to which they
belonged. He might also refer to some of
the statements made abt the meetings in
Brisbane, of those persons who dubbed
themselves the National Land Lieague—those
gentlemen who cousidered it was their

peculiar privilege to direct the ideas of the

people, and protect their interests. He was .

sorry to say that he had read in some news-

papers, and those respectable newspapers,

which were considered to be the leading

newspapers of the colony, articles supporting
the views put forward at such meetings,
That, he thought, was a course they would
not adopt if they would give a moments
attention to the effect it would have on this

unfortunate country if the extraordinary ideas '
put forward at such meetings were carried out.
He was sorry to say he

those people advoeated the leasing of lands
without any diserimination whatever. On
eminent pamphleteer, in a most patriotic way,
stated—and the editorofa newspafi‘er adopted
the same line of arcument- thas the

vocation of the squatter was to subdue the

_ country,—to risk his life and property in

_sure as they might give way, from any

_extraordmary excitement or agitation they

_ micht create—as sure a
_ iota from the prineiples

s they departed one

of impartial legisla-

__ tion, 50 sure would the evil consequences
_ recoil upon themselves. So sure as they so
_interfered with the land laws, as to cause
a reduction of the revenue from the land,
so sure would they have to pay a penny
or a shilling stamp duty on every receipt ;
- 8o sure would they have to put a stamp
on every cheque; so sure would they
have to put a stamp on every promissory
note—and it must be remembered that the
business of townspeople was carried on

_ largely by bills and o
_the credit system,——and

ther machinery of
so sure as they pre-

~ judiced the interests of t

e country, so sure,

they might depend uponit, would the effects
fall back upon the trade in town.
honorable member for North Brisbane, Mr.
Pugh, m the course of his speech read an
extract from Mill, but every honorable
nember who heard it read must have been
satisfied that the honorable member who
read it did not fully shew the meaning

_ of the author, and that the quotation must |

The =

subduing the waste lands of the colony,—to -
subdue lands which had not previously been

owned or claimed or utilised in any form
whatever by civilized man--that 1t was his
peculiar vocation to go and subdue the
_country, and open up roads by his own labor,

and his own capital, without any assistance

from the Government—to undergoall kinds

of hardships and privations in doing so; and

that directly he had done all that——and there
‘was no squatter but had to find his own
_stations, find roads to it, and sometimes had

to find a port at which to ship his own
produce,—well, directly he had done so,
and had opened up the country, and had

found a market, and bhad found a way to
it— 1t was his duty, aecording to those
- pamphleteers,

and those who adopted
their views, that he should move out
of the way, and that others should enjoy
all the benefit of his labors. For his part,

he could not understand what some people
considered a squatter to be——if they con-
sidered him to be fish, flesh, or fowl,——or if
they considered him to be a subject of the
Queen, having the same privileges as others.

It seemed to him that they did not think he

bush lawlessly, having mno property, .

ad observed that

e peculiar
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was one of the people.  The squatter seemed

to be looked upon as a sort of alligator that
swallowed up everything. ,
The A1ToRNEY-GENERAL: No. Only a
cormorant. '
Myr. McLzan: Some, again, seemed to
regard him as a sort of tame elephant, whose
_ duty 1t was to go into the jungle and bringin
the wild elephants. Now; if the squatters of
. the country were to assume that they had
rights which were not possessed by the other
members of the community, that they had
higher developments of  civilization and
intellect, and were altogether different and
_ superior beings,—if the squatters assumed all
that sort of thing, he would himself attend
the meetings of the Liand Lieague, and doall in
his power to run the squatters out of the
country, or send them off to the shores of the
Gulf of Carpentaria. But the unfortunate
squatter only wanted to be regarded as a
. DBritish subject, and to be entitled to the
- rights and privileges of a British subject.
He did not ask for more. If he was, unfortu-
_ nately, called a squatter he could not help
it.  He felt sure that those would-be
great defenders of the public interest, if thoy
were brought face to face with a squatter, and

* who could tell them what a squatter was, how
- he got his living, and the dificulties he had

_to contend with, would have to retract all their
hard sayings about the squatters, and admit
 that the squatters had not only done no injury,
but had done good service to the State.
_ Tor the squatter, there would not have been
..such a city as Brisbane, or if there had been
_ there would have been no Legislature in the
city. But for the squatter the inhabitants
would not have had the water laid on to the
city, or have had the streets lichted with
gas, or possessed in fact any of the advan-
tages that were peculiar to a large commun-
ity. He was sorry, he was truly sorry, the
honorable member for East Moreton was not
present, and he deeply sympathised with the
_honorable member in the cause of his
absence. He would rather not, under the
circumstances, refer to the speech of the
honorable member, but there was one portion
of it to which he would like to refer. The
honorable member, in giving his dictum of
. what should be theland law of the colony, set
it down as a rule that he could not deviate

from, that no land should be sold except for

agricultural purposes.  The honorable mem-
ber, however, did not specify the nature of
_agricultural pursuits to which he would have
the land applied. He did not state, either,
what he considered should be the kind
of cultivation adopted--whether the land
should be cultivated by horse or steam
power, or whethier the tillage should be
altogether manual. He did not give the House
to understand what course of cultivation

should be pursued. Now, he believed that

_ cven the representatives of the townspeople
would admit that was not a logieal reason
for the alicnation of the Crown lands. He
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But

_of the poor.

Sale Bill.

believed the prineipal object of the Govern-

ment in selling lands was to raise a revenue
for the carrying oub of the laws and the
maintenance of order throughout the country.
He believed that was the chief object m
selling the lands at all. = Another reason for
the alienation of the lands was to be found
in the fact, that when a person acquired land
He was likely to make more by it than if
he had only the privilege of a common.
A further reason for disposing of the land
was to bind the people to the country. He
believed that after a colonist, by his industry
and perseverance, and intelligence—whether

he was a trader in town, or a successful

squatter, or a lawyer or doctor in large
practice—he believed that, after he had made
money and acquired property, it was a loss
to the colony to drive him away from
the country ; for he would take away with
him all the money he had made; besides
depriving the colony of bhis services. He
regretted very much fo observe that those
people who would remain in the country, and
would spend the money in the country they
had earned in it who would give to Cmsar
the things that belonged to Casar;-he
regretted to observe that, by those agitators
he referred to, such people, instead of being
looked upon as the friends of the country,
were, on the contrary, looked upon as its
despoilers. - He believed that those people
who made so much use of their tongues at
public meetings endeavored, and that not
altogether unsuccessfully, to make the
people believe that as soon as a man
was rich he became the common enemy
Now, he believed there
were few wealthy people in the country
but had been accustomed to hard work in
their early life; and he believed that they
were more sincere in their feelings for the

poor than those who talked so much about

being the friends of the poor. There was
not one honorable member]%ut could sing the
song of Mr. Parkes, the Colonial Secretary
for New South Wales, when addressing his
constituents; and tell them that the same
blood gushed through his fingers as through
theirs, and that he was one of themselves.
There was not one of them but had had
to carry his cross, and to bear the burden and
the heat of the day; and he therefore
thonght that, instead of abusing; generally,
all who had made money, and abusing
them for staying in the colony, every
inducement: should be held out to them
to remain in  the colony. Hive years
ago, the colony contained but a small
population of 25,000 or 30,000, and now it
contained about 100,000 people; and the
colony had gone gradually into debt for the
purpose of increasing its population. He
believed he was not far wrong in saymg that
the colony had incurred a debt of £350,000
in carrying out the last Immigration Act that
was passed.  Well, if they had shewn guch a
desire to make ‘this a great colony, surcly
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those wlio had been brought here by the
money of the State, those whom - earlier
colonists had been working for, as it were,
should not expect they should have privileges
accorded to them at once, such as the older
colonists had acquired. for themselves after
many years of hard labor.  If those new
immigrants had only to observe the same laws
as older colonists, it they had the same liberty
accorded: to them, and the same free action
for the exercise  of : their intelligence to
improve their position; and if they had the
country opened to thernin any shape or form,
that,;he thought, was all they could reasonably
expect.  He did not suppose there was any
one who would say they had a right to expect
. privileges to the'detriment of others, V&ell,
he believed that the. speeches delivered at
those public meetings tended to produce such
extravagant expectations—that they tended
to produce expectations that the people should
have the land of the colony thrown into their
hands, and ‘the old occupiers deprived of: it.
He had seen it stated; clearly and boldly, by
both the leading papers of the colony—by the
Guardian and by the: Cowrigr—that it was
desirable the squatters should recede into the
interior, and should give up the lands they
had diseovered and occupied to others; but, in
advoeating that catise, they seemed to forget
that the squatter was one of the people; and,
as such;had a right also to the land as one of
the people. ' If the land had to be appro-
priated inanother way, and mustbe withdrawn
from lease and disposed of on fee-simple;
the squatter only desired 1o be placed
in the same position as others, and to have
the same privileges afforded to him for
purchasing theland. If he were prepared to
give more money than any other body for
ib, why should he not have it? and, on the
other hand, if he refused to give as much
for it as the agriculturist, or the trader in
town, then let the agriculturist or the towns-
man have it. They were all equal in the
eye of the State; they were all subjects of
the same sovereign; and, as they were all
running the same race, let them start fairly

and run fairly. It was unfair, to use a -

 sporting phrase, to handicap the squatters too

heavily. ' If they had run a race and won it,
that was no reason why :they should: be
prevented from running - any more.  He
would read one clause of this precious Bill,
to shew the effect it” would “have on the
whole colony ;and, he might say; he did
not believe the honorable gentleman who
introduced the Bill” ever expected that it
would have such an effect. The: clause was
the eighty-ninth, which related to commons.
It was as follows :— :

‘It shall  be lawful for the Government: to
proclaim any- unsold Crown laids in or within
five miles of the boundaries of any municipality
town ‘or agricultural area or gold field to be:a
town  common farmers’. common  or: gold: fields
common as the case may be” =

2¥
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There were other clauses in the Bill pro-
viding that there should be gold fields,
agriculbural areas, and town reserves. Well,
Arom his knowledge of some of the districts
of the colony—some. of ‘the most valuable
and: most densely peopled districts of the
colony—if the clause he had qiuoted were
applied ‘to "those districts, and if all the
lands within five miles: of every gold field,
town, or: agricultural ‘area; were to be pro-
claimed as commons; there would not be an

“acre on the Darling Downs’ but would be

included. in ‘some: common or-other. .- Now,
he would ask if it was considered by any
honorable - member that that would be a
good. state of things to bring about. He,
for ‘one, thought 1t would not ; and, apart
entirely from the financial position in which
the colony was at present placed; he thought,
if such a state of things were brought about,
it would have a most damaging effect on the
morality of the population of the colony, and
would tend to sink those who remained in it -
into:a horde of thieves and robbers. With
regard: to the land question, all he had
to say was, he was sincerely impressed
with the idea that it was one of those
questions: which should be discussed quietly,
fairly; and ‘calmly: If they had too much
agitation  on: it they  were likely to
oscillate ‘too” much one way. or the other.

- If the question were not discussed tem-

perately, and if feeling were excited by
agitation, the honorable -members on the
Opposition side of the House, should they
happen to be in the majority—should: they
happen to gain the day-—would; lie feared, do
a great deal of injury, by making a law to
suib -their own: peculiar views. Again, he
thought that: if, on  the other hand, the
Government, in -order to gain. support to
enable them to carry ouf their own views,
agreed to certain: propositions, they might
beled to pass a measure which, when it came
to be reduced to the test of practice, would
be found to tend greatly to the destructionof
the property they had to deal with. He
hope}c?i, therefore, honorable members would
keep within the record; and not allow them-
selves to betoo much guided by one side or
the other. .- For his own part; he should treat
it entirely as a matter of pounds, shillings,
and pence, on the one side as well as on the
other: They had to see what revente could
be reasonably obtained from the land, and to
make regulations by which the land would be
open to one man as well as to another; and
they would have to see that the regulations
they might: make would not tend to cause
similar. results to those which had already
obtained in- New : South  'Wales. = Those
results - were patent to every honorable mem-
ber; and if the House made such mistakes as
were made in New South Wales, they would
be more deserving of ‘blame than those who
erred when they had no warning example
before them. - As:tothe Bill, he should vote
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for it as it stood; although he disapproved of
some of the provisions it contained; as he
believed that in committee they would be
able to correct any mistakes which might be
found in it. He very much regretted that
the Bill was not sent to a select committee,
for he believed that the adoption of such a
course would have been attended with good
results. 'With those observations, he would
-support the second reading of the Bill.

r. HerBERT: I should have been very
glad if T could have spared myself the
necessity of addressing the House on the
‘second reading of this: Bill, for I feel that,
owing to so many honorable members having
already spoken, much thatImight have wished
to say has necessarily been anticipated. But,
as T was the individual who introduced: the
original Land Bill, which the: Government
propose now to re-enact, with some amend-
ments; and as I am familiar with the question;
and have always had a distinet policy of my
own on the su}{)ject, T should desire to offer
a few remarks to the House before the
question is-disposed of.  Tn the first place; I
consider it my duty to say that I do not see
the honorable: -members: who sit opposite;
those who' are designated as the representa-
tives of the squatters, have been illiberal to
so: great an extent ashas beenrepresented,
in the views they have brought forward.
I believe there is as much liberality; and as
much common: sense on the one side of the
House as on the other; and I believe there
are honorable gentlemen opposite who could
frame a Land Bill that would be quite as
conducive to the advancement of the country,
and as: satisfactory to the community in the
country, and to those immigrants whom: we
hope to see here; inafter days; as the Bill now
in our hands; and so T regret. very much
that honorable members sitting on this side
of the House have dealt out somewhat hard
measures on. the squatters in those opinions
they have brought before the House. T
believe that the fair  consideration of this
questionhas been very much hampered by this
course being adopted; and I should have
been glad that some of the supporters of the
Government liad not -adopted ‘that course.
I have felt this; though I do not think it
matters much to honorable members opposite
what is said in reference to them; that the
course - that has' been adopted by some
honorable membexrs has thrown  impediments
in the way of the settlement of ‘this
question.. However, I-hope we shall be-able
to surmount those impediments: It is need-
less  for me ‘to state that I intend to:vote
for the second reading of the Bill; because T
see 1t i3 t0 a great extent a re-enactment of
the: measure I had the pleasure of carrying
_through the House in 1860. T haveno doubt
my honorable friend the Secretary for Lands
and ‘Works feels' now somewhat as T felt on
that occeasion—that it is not given to morfals
to pass Land Billswithoutamendments onthem
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in committee ; and I shall be prepared to seo
this Bill very materially altered in committee
from what itis on the second reading. And T
hope the Government will consent to sec the
Bill amended, as far as:may be consistent
with seeing at the same time their principles
retained in the Bill." That, I presume, is all
they want; and I trust we shall’ be able to
see in committee that those principles will
bear: extension® in - various: directions: from
those in which they have been placed before
us, - There is a difficulty in’ drafting alarge
measure of this kind so:as wholly to express
the: views of the: promoters of it: Tndeed,
there is extreme difficulty in doing that ; and if
a large question is brought forward in a Bill,
on the second reading 1t should always be
Leld that honorable membersmay be atliberty

 fully to express themselves on the general

question ; and. then honorable members may
see that their views are not so different from
those of the introducers of the measure, but
they  may reasonably hope fo get them
embodied in the Bill; and may endeavor to
promotethe Bill atthestage of its second read-
mg. I 'may now state that I still adhere, after
the lapse of five ‘or six years, to the views
which I; as Colonial Secretary, and my honor-
able colleagues; entertained on various points
of the original Bill. - still feel great difliculty
in departing {from the original upset price of
country lands-—namely, one pound per acre ;
and that is one of the points on which, after

‘consulting hionorable members on the other

side of the House, T cannot agree with
them. I am not satisfied -that, without
causing great inconvenience to. the holders
of property, it is  possible to make such
g radical change. ~ They might very naturally
complain ‘that while: they held property

for which they had to: pay over one

pound an - acre, another  person might
come along side of them and hold property
for which he was charged only five shillings
anacre. I cannot help secing that that
would be inconvenient ; but I think we need
not trouble ourselves much about that;
because; though the person might be allowed
to settle; on the payment of a portion of the
purchase money, the title deeds would not be
handed-over tiil a pound an acre had been
paid. - However, 1-do not. see why some
means should not beadoped to meet the case
of ‘the small capitalist; and, in fact, the
honorable the Secretary for Lands and Works
said; -in moving the second reading: of tho
Bill; that he had drawn up some clanses for
leasing lands to persons of small capital ; but
the Government has not-yet placed the House
in possession of the natuve: of those -clauses
or:of the details of them. T am; therefore,
ignorant.of what they amount. to, but T 's]:la,ll
be glad,; when the House goes intocommittee,
to:see such clauses submitted to enable s to
consider’them. ~One great. difficulty arises
as ‘to the settlement: of the Crown: lands,
which T fear we will unever be able to master
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as long as the country is so large as it is;
and that difficulty arises from the great
difference of the different interests in the
- colony. I desire, as I have no doubt other
honorable members do; to se¢ this a great
country, not only politically, but great in
area; 5o long as' it-is' good for the inhabitants
that it should be'so. . But we do labor under
a great- difficolty in having to make a law
that will be equally good for those resident
onthe Darling Downs, and for-those resident
at the Gulf of Carpentaria, and ‘in the
. Kennedy District; and, therefore, if we
desire to make a law-as beneficial as pos-
sible, we must make it as elastic and as
various as possible, before we can say we have
produced a measure that will be beneficial to
all parties. . I do not know if it is consistent
- with the general principles of the measure
introduced: by the Government; to say that
there must be a difference in the price of
land in those districts where there are few
inhabitants, and where: it is desirable to
promote new industries and raise new pro-
- duets ; but it does not' seem to me to be fair
to say that, because land is worth a pound an
acre on the Darling Downs,; no man should
- go to the Gulf of Carpentaria without paying
the same price for any land he might take up
there.  That seems to me to be an obstacle
at present, but I do not see any reason why
it should be so. T do not see any reason why
some kind of sliding scale in. the price of land
should not be introduced, such as that which:
was referred to by the honorable member for
North Brishane, Mr. Raff.. The basis of the
theory of not selling land at less than a pound
an aere. is- this: that those who  support
that theory do not: think the Crown should
part with any of :the lands till they come to
be worth a- pound an acre. " But that is'a
theory which will admit of stretching. I .do
not say that the lands of the colony should
~not be sold till ‘they come to be worth a
pound an acre; but T would say the Govern-
ment should sell the lands proved not to be
- worth a pound an acre atless than a pound
an acre. Tt would not be departing from the
principle of the theory: ‘to do so. T think
1t is extremely important’ to ' eonsider,” in
valuing any land, that though af present it
might not-be worth a pound an acre, it might
in five hundred years hence be worth more
than a pound  an acre: Now we have no
reason to part: at present with the freehold
of such land, for the country might last
a thousand years, if the end  of the world
does not eome sooner.” Though T never
could: agree with the proposals of the
Northern ~Land TLeague, I see  some
elements in their scheme which would accom-
modate the settlement of the country by the
. settlement upon it of persons of small- means.
But T think we should ‘try to make some
difference between our thinly populated dis-
triets, where laboris scarce and the price of
provigions is high, and: those districts which
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and without parting with the land at a cheaper
rate, place the farmer or grazier upon it on
cheap terms. - Lam strongly of opinion that
few kinds of  agricultural pursuits will pay in
this: country, unless accompanied with. the
breeding and rearing: of stock. It may be
that the growth of sugar will be successfully.
carried: on; and that ordinary farming and
gardening ‘may  be: profitable in the neigh-
borhood of towns; but if -we are to invite

‘persons to come to this' country fo pursue

agriculture with any reasonable prospect of
stiecess, we must be able to put:them on such
an area of land :as will enable them; com-:
bining grazing with agriculture, to go through
seasons'when agricultural produce would not
grow. I agree with the honorable member
for the Burnett, Mr. Haly, that the cultiva-
tion of the soil is not su(ﬁzzient topay for the
capital and labor: expended, unless it is
accompanied -~ with-the raising of ‘stock, and
unless a great amount: of capital is invested.
The only farmers, small farmers; I koow,
who are not: market gardeners; have had to
turn their attention o the rearing of poultry
and to dairy pursuits to keep them going in
seasons unfavorable to agrieulture. If the
Government measure were such as to enable
persons:to hold: farms. of from a thousand to
two thousand acres, within easy distance of

~railways and the centres of population, T

have no-doubt much capital would come to
the colony from the other Australian colo-
nies, from British North America, from the
United States, and from England. Tudeed,
T do not know where it would not come from;
if you could setile the people onthe land with a
reasonable prospect of succesy.  With regard
to commonage, it is considered to be
necessary by some persons. I believe it,
however, to be a barbarous system, and one
that does postpone -the settlement of the
country, and interferes with the squatter,
unless where firmly controlled. T believe
the. system is bad for all parties—bad for
the people: and bad for the State.  Persons
resident 'in towns desire commons that they
may have ' the privilege  of running  a
number of cattle on the common for nothing.
Now, I have no sympathy with such people,
inthe matter of ‘commons; and we have
never found out any regulations or system of
controlling ‘commons “In any way. I think
the town of Warwick isithe only town where
regulations’ for  commons ‘have been made ;
and T believe there are several people in that
town, which has a common of three or four
hundved acres, petitioning that agrieultural
reserves might-be made in the distriet ; but

their only object; I believe;is, that they may

be able to run more: cattle themselves, while

turning out the squatter. - The only person.
who, I think, has any elaim for commonage,
say for a cow or two, is a poor laborer or

carter,- in- order: that he may 'be able to

obtain sufficient milk for his' family. But I

believe that ecommonages are aloss: to the

haye the means: of railway communication’; " | people who may seek to use them: for profit;
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_for there is the time lost in looking after the
cattle, in bringing them in and milking them;
and ‘1n other ways; and the dissatisfaction
and - disappointment - of the -whole: thing,
reduces a man to very much the condi-
tion of - the ‘poor white in  America. = 1
think it~ might ‘be well “to have patches
of ‘land ' fenced 'in - for - commonage;  for
the  convenience’ of - persons . employed ‘on
the road. It might be well to ‘Eave com-
monages tothat extent fenced in;  but: I
am not hopeful of seeing any system of com-

“monage proposed, of which Tcan be a warm
supporter.. - That portion of ‘the Tand Bill
that is before us, which deals withnew indus-
tries, such as the growing of sugar, cotton,
and coffee, will not necessarily remain a por-
tion of the Bill when it goes into committee.
The Bill is introduced for the advancement of
farming generally; and, so, I think it would be

' better to introduce some clauses of a general
nature than to have special clauses in the
Bill for special industries. = As it is; T con:
sider the terms of the Bill do not offer much
encouragement toany of those new industries;
because they seem to'me to be harsher than
thé terms: the Government offer at present.

If T were desirous of seeing a sugar or cotton

company coming liere, as I am;, it must: be
permitted for. me to vote against the terms
proposed in the Bill, as they are harsher than
those that now exist.” I want to see double
the amount of land cultivated for such indus-
tries, as soon as possible; but I do not see
why we should call any of those industries
special industries: - They are tropiecal indus-
tries, and, therefore, are not to be regarded
a8 special - industries -here: = This ‘is a
tropical country, and tropical - industries
are natural to it’; so let us have the clauses
. relating to those industries so large as to be
as general in“their application as possible.
I do not wish, at the present time, to go
into. the question: of squatting ‘tenures,
further  than to ‘say, that I differ very
much from my *honorable friend ' opposite;
because it will never pay a squatter to pur-
chase land for squatting purposes alone. The
interest of the money laid out.in the purchase
of the lands would amount to  much more
.than the renthe would be called upon to pay.
for it. At the same time, T am decidedly ‘of
.opinion that, with' really good: management,
upon the Darling Downs and other favorite
spots, the squatter may be able to: pay five
shillings -or-two shillings and sixpence per
acre for lands, and keep stock upon it;  but
. that cannot be ‘done in the ordinary forest
country of Australia ; and that is one reason
why I wish to. see the squatting’ interest
released from the difficulties pressing upon
1it. I cannot see ‘how the ends anticipated
by. ‘honorable: members - opposite, for -the
purchase of lands at a small price, will be
realised.” = At the same' time; T do: not,
because I disagree with them; doubt that-the
proposal to reduce the upset price is brought
forward bond fide by them, as a fair thing.
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Supposing that, at no distant time, the
northern partof the colonyshouldbe separated
from the remainder, and that it should
become a law that the land; in large or small
blocks, “should be' saleable at ‘a very low
figure, I do. not mean:to: say that the occu-
pier would not profit by it, or that men: of
small means would not prosper ; on the con-
trary, T believe that the small capitalists
wotld do exceedingly well; but I do not give
my preference to a law of that kind. ~ The
Tiand Bill is.a measure upon which we cannot
all agree ; 1 do not agree with every member
in this House, and I never yet found'any two
mén agree with ‘each other in-the various
details on any question, and, therefore, in
our advoeacy of any question we must be
considered “as  merely * giving: expression
to our own opinions. I do ‘not  think
that ‘the opinions of the Government are
fixed, as to the exact details  of the Bill
before us, but I think that the Govern-
ment’ will -work together with- the House,
generally, as the House is-disposed to work
with them, to-make it'a good measure: [
like ‘the Bill for second reading purposes,
which are really rudimental, but L should
not like to see 1t stand as it is upon a. third
reading. - Taling everything into considera-
tion, and feeling that T hold:views which I
have no reasen to abandon, because they
are in a great degreé re-enacted in the
measure; and feeling that any separation
of ‘one district of the colony from another
is ‘very much to be deprecated, and that
4 dissolution of this House would bhe an
evil,: which T hope 'we may  avoid by
the way in which the measure will- be dealt
with in- committee, I shall,: therefore; vote -
for the second reading. =T trust honorable
members will see that we ought to make the
Bill one which will lead to the introduction
of immigrants of all classes: into the eolony.
T donotb think there is any fear that the capi-
talists wish to attain a positioniabove others
in this. community, as the honorable mem-

“ber for Bastern Downs seems to think some

people:do. T trust that honorable members
will see the necessity of voting for a second
reading; and for passing it through com-
mittee as soon as possible: A great deal of
capital is waiting for investment, and is at a
stand-still; in consequence of this question not
being settled one way ‘or the other:  There
are persons in ‘this town waiting for the
decision: I put it to any honorable member,
if he has a friend who wishes to invest
mioney, and who asked him for advice in the
matter; whether ‘lie’ would not: recommend
him. o wait for six. weeks or two months,
until the question was settled ;and if: he
did ‘so, that friend might say he was tired
of waiting, and that ‘he would go to Victoria
or New South 'Wales, where he could get
land on’ easier terms than' either the FLand
Bill now before the House or the: present
land laws offer.. I'trust-that we may get
the question settled at a very early day,
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on more equitable terms than we now
anticipate.

Mr. SrepEENS said the prominence given
to the land question, he thought, was owing
to the agitation -on. the subject got up by
some gentlemen in the north. -During the
Tecess there was a land league formed; which
started  with: demands. that no: one -had

~ advoeated in the House. Then there was: a
series of  resolutions: which had been sub-
mitted by the Opposition as the: foundation
on which the Government should form their
measures-—these  had  given - prominence. to
the question now before the Iouse. These
resolutions  were . withdrawn; and  certain
other - resolutions were presented  to - the
Minister:-for Lands and : Works, which
were withdrawn also.
resolutions “was ‘not. made known, but he
believed. their object was: to give a more
liberal squatting’ tenure.:  This agitation had
directed public attention to the land question,
to a greater extent than it had been directed
on any previous occasion since Separation.
There was now great anxiety for an alteration
of: the land ‘laws - in: ‘another - direction to
obtain: greater facilities for settlement in the
most populous:-parts of ‘the: country.  There
were; therefore, two - distinet- objects in view
by those who had agitated the question ;-——he
thought it would be" desirable. that - they
should bear strongly: in mind the difference
existing between those two great divistons in
the land laws.  They had, under the old
squatting system, the old Orders in Couneil,
which permitted the occupation .of the land
until it was wanted for other purposes; and
they had, under the land laws, regulations for
the saleof land in the settled districts; in which
agriculture ‘was carried on. . He thought it
would bedesirable for their: friends in.the
north to treat those two subjects separately,
and he believed  it" would have heen much
better if the squatting tenure had not been
introduced into the Biil.. He thought that
the northern - or ‘outside ' squatters  would
have been perfectly willing to. entertain this
question if it had been brought forward as.a
separate resolution ; but he agreed with the
honorable member  who had just sat down,
that it would be impossible to frame a set of
land: laws: suitable: alike’ to :the ~Moreton
District, the Darling -Downs; and the other
distriets -of: the colony. . He must again
repeat, that it was a  great mistake to
introduce the squatting  tenure into . this
discussion, which: ought to be'confined to the
alienation of land in the settled districts, it
being understood that: the  squatting tenure
had been  settled by previous laws.  They
must - anticipate that land for . a long
time . to  come: .in'the northern: districts,
could - nob.be alienated, in. consequence
of - the  limited population ; and, - there-
fore, he  thought the Bill  was practically
confined “in " its :operations. to - the' settled
distriets: - If  the::House, for- the present,
confined ‘its: attention  to: the ‘alienation. of
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Crown lands in the settled districts of the
colony, he thought that an excellent Bill -
would “be  matured: without  the  slightest
detriment: to the squatting interests of the
colony. He believed it was admitted on all
hands; that as- the population increased
the land must be" alienated from squatting
purposes; -and -be put ‘to other uses. He

"thought it would . be: important: that they

should makelaws applicable to the Iand in the
the far distriets, such:as the Plains of Promise,
as well as tothe Darling Downs, where there -
was a railway. - He  thought ‘they must -
have a-dfferent system:for these -districts.
The Bill was a modification’ of - the present
laws in regard to the alienation of Crown
lands; the main difference being- the estab-
lishment of ‘commons, and: the removal of
certain: restrictions applied: to the taking up
of land'in the agricultural reserves. So far,
he considered the ‘Bill was ‘an improvement ;
—there was sufficient inducement held out to
farming interests.’ Looking at the smallness
of the:population, and the very small amount
of . produce raised from  the soil; it was
absolutely necessary that the Act should be so
modified  as - to favor the settlement of a
larger number: of people, and the raising of
larger quantities of produce.  The returns for
1865 shewed that the value of the produce
imported into the colony-—of produce which
might be grown in the colony, viz., flour,
hay, maize, potatoes, and-a number of other

“ things—and i’ they included sugar, rum, and

the .produce of the vine—was £800,000, a
sum equal to the ‘value of the whole export
of ~wool for the colony during the year.
That shewed the mnecessity - for such an
alteration - of the land laws as should lead
to.greater production. . There wasthis differ-
ence between the -interests: of ‘the inside and
the outside squatters: the outside squatter
would not be disturbed. for: a long time to
come; but the gentleman who held his land
within'a certain distance-of the towns; as the
country ‘became  settled, must of necessity
give way. He could not conceive how the
majority of the House could put any restric-
tions.on the sale” of land in the immediate
vicinity of the railway. - He believed, that
when - the House: voted  money to: make a
railway on the' Downs, they decided - that
a large  quantity of ‘land must be reserved
from - the ' squattages  there, . to: be put
to - other wuses. -They all: knew that if the
land were properly: fenced in and otherwise
improved, it would ‘be more productive than
land which was unfenced: ; but that ¢ould not
be done under-the squatting tenure, and that
was the -object ‘which the House had now
before it.. ' With regard to the Bill itself, it
appeared to him that there were a geat many
restrictions iin it -and- in' that respect 1t .
was capable -of considerable alteration and
improvement in committee ; -and  although
they had not 'now before them a series of
leasing “clauses, the honorable the Minister
for Lands and Works,in introdueing the Bill,
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had given a distingt promise that he would
introduce in committee a number of resolu-
tions relating o the leasing of  agricultural
lands... The House was not made acquainted
with the nature of them; butif they were suffi-
ciently liberal and elastic, they would meet all
the necessities of ‘the case. He wasnot at pre-
sent prepared to advocate any reduction in the
price of land in-the settled districts. . The
reason the upset price had been kept-so high,
was the fear that a reduction to a smaller
amount would: lead to a monopoly by the
squatter on - hig: run; -or to: speculation.
He believed that it was this feeling which led
the House, on the passing of the Agricultural
Reserves Act, to clog it with restrictions, so
as to render it perfectly useless. He had no
fear of specilation: taking place in country
lands. He believed there had been speculation
in country lands; in times past, but it had
been caused by the fact that very little land,
at that time, had been brought forward for
sale. He recollected  a few portions of land
being put up for sale outside the town,
previousto Separation; they wereimmediately
sold, as it was not known how long a time
would elapse before any more land would be
offered for sale. ~Afterwards £6 or £7 an
-acre was refused for the land; and it was now

unoccupied. But if the Government would

survey  portions of land in' the different

districts of the colony; and near the towns;

he believed no speculator would interfere
with. them, because no person requiring land
would give him £2 an acre when he could
get it for lessy from the Government. All
that was heard about speculation inland was
confined, ‘almost exclusively, to town and
suburban lots. They could not, by legislation,
stop it, but in country lands they had no fear
of speculation.  He hoped that the House
would not allow ‘itself to be led to interfere
with - the - agricultural  reserves; ~on that
ground.  Under the present. sysbem, it
_took up the whole of a man’s-capital to
purchase the land he: wanted. ~He was
aware that nearly: the -whole of the suc-
cessful farmers were ‘those who had been
themselves agricultural laborers in the neigh=
borhood.  They were the best kind of settlers;
because they knew all about the land and the
difficulties ‘that would arise, and would not
encounter them unless they saw their way
through them. Their savings were the means
which enabled them to farm on their own
account ; but under the present system it ook
~all their money to purchase land, and they
were left for three or four years before they
could make anything out of it. . He thought
- the best plan.of obviating this difficulty, was
to adoptliberal leasing clauses, which would
have the effect of leaving to those persons
their capital to commence  business:  with,
instead  of leaving them  without: money to
make their improvements. = With respect
to  these leasing . clauses;  he = thonght
that they should: be . framed, so" far as
practicable, with the view to the alicnation
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of the land, in order that the leascholders
might: be enabled to became freeholders as
soon  as-possible.  He would not follow the
honorable member for Maryborough, in his
remarks as to the Crown tenants being
Crown serfs; he did not agree with that, he
thought' the ‘boot: was on the other leg
altogether. . He thought that, in all the

*Australian eolonies, they had found it worth

their while to. join in politics, and took care
that the men  sent ‘to: represent them in
Parliament should look after their interests.
He wanted to see an absolute alienation of
the: land, every man being settled as a
permanent occupant of the soil ; and in order
to accomplish this, he thought that the leases
should not befor alonger period than tenyears,
and that they should not be renewable.  The
lease should contain a provision for: the pre-
emptive right of purchase of the whole land
duringthe currencyof thelease; butif theright
was not exercised during the currency‘of the
lease, the land ought to revert tothe Govern-
meént, because he thought the worst thing
they could:do would be to establish a system
of ‘leaseholds renewable interminably.  He
thought that if they: established a system of
leaseholds, at a rent.of sixpence per: acre,
which was the price fixed by the Act now in

“force, it might ‘be an inducement to people

to take up more than: they would use. He
considered that it would be better to fix the
rent at*twoshillings an acre, althoughhe would
be satisfied with one shilling.  ‘But whatever
amount was determined upon, wheneyer the
person exercised his pre-emptive right, the
rent: should be deducted from the amount of
his purchase money. - The amount of rent
under-this system-wouldnot be a burden, the
amount which he had already’ paid being a
part- of ‘the purchase money. This: system
ought “ to be  applied to the  agricultural
reserves. . He though it -was of the greatest
consequence that this should'be contained in
the ~Aect. Lands in agricultural reserves
should not be put up to auction, but open:for
selection, with: certain conditions:attached to
them. - The condition: of ‘residence should be
sufficient. - They ought not: to be more than
from  three to° six miles" distant from. the
market, and not: in the: immediate neigh-
borhood: of a town or railway, because; in
such places; land: eould be: sold to: greater
advantage. = No one should be allowed to
take more than from one hundred to three
hundred  acres - in  them.:  With . regard
to: country lands generally, the system at
present in - force:-was o submit: them at
auction, and all unsold lands were open to
selection at the upset price. - In passing, he
would: just remark, that in-the resolutions
which were laid before the Government by
certain: Opposition members: of this house, 1t
was proposed. to do away with selection alto-
gether; and put all lands up to auction. = For
instance, every man who wished to ‘buy a
piece of ‘land-looked at i before he bought

1t; but if he had to-look at a larger portion
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of country he could not do so.  He thought
that the ‘purchasers of land should not be
compelled to go o the auction in this way and
take their chance of what they could get.
It was of the greatest  consequence, in his
opinion, that ‘a free selection: of the whole
surveyed land in ‘the colony ‘should be the
principle ‘of “that Bill. - The 'agricultural
reserves, though - they would suit -the small
farmer, would ‘not:-be so: suitable for stock-
breeding, which would. be more profitably
carried -on-in ordinary: country lands. e
thought it-would: be. a great inducement to
persons to settle on thisland, if the prineciple
of leasing were applied to the present system,
and that all lands not sold by auction should
be open to selection; or lease; for ten years;
with pre-emptive right of purchase.
should be no . conditions attached: 'When
they had sold the land at' what might:be
considered its fair value; they had no-right
to tell a man what he was to do with his
land; for what they laid down might in fact
~ruin him. - Taking the land, for instance, in
 the West Moreton District, some of: it was
very good, but the hilly portion was not con-
sidered first-class  or. fit: for - agricultural
purposes.  Under such a system ag that which
he proposed, if it were surveyed in blocks of
160 acres and upwards, and thrown open to
lease, they 'would have a number of small
capitalists,—menwho might beunable to drive
the plough themselves, but who would be able
to drive stock,—occupying it,and feneing it in:
It had been stated that a number of young
 men ‘with eapital,  varying from - £2,000- to
- £3,000; had’ come:out: with the intention of
settling in: this colony, but, in consequence of
the land not being obtainable in the way
proposed ‘in - the settled districts; they:had
takén up new country, andin manycases;
from sheer want of experience, from want of
a knowledge of the country, or from the
difficultics attending the venture; they had
been ruined. - But he thought that such a
system as this, which he now proposed, would
enable these parties to take upland in the
settled districts: He looked upon these lease-
hold clauses as the most important part of the
Bill. - He. believed it was: admitted on: all
hands’ that persons would very muchiprefer
to buy land by auction without condititns, to
gotting it in the agricultural reserves, where
certain -conditions had to be complied with:
He considered that it would be necessary to
make some alteration in the system' of
. surveys.  Under the old system, it was very
difficult to persuade the Government that it
was necessary.to make any surveys, and to
. submit-land for sale.. Instances had occurred
= where the surveys: had not been made until
two years after the application had been sent
in.. - Some alterations should be made in the
system: of surveys, in order that a large
quantity - of ‘land might be surveyed and
brought into’ the market for sale.  If ‘a
squatter was running his cattle on land which
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should be taken off it, or why he should not
continue: to oceupy it until'it was sold. He
thought no one would say that the reserves,
Whic% were proclaimed upon. the = Darling
Downs, took any profitable: occupation from
the squatters; who had still the use of theland.
He :should  of “course vote for the gecond
reading - of this Bill;"and ‘he-hoped that the
alterations fo which he had alluded would be
made ineommittee, and that  tlie House
would:co-operate to make the Bill as eom-
prehensive as possible; and if a Bill were
brought before the House to- give effect to
the views of the northern members; he should
be ready to give it his cordial assistance.

Mr. Forprs: L may state, that when the
Alienation of Crown' Lands Bill passed: this
House in 1860, the House ‘was composed of
members of ‘much practical experience, and
the Bill 'which_ has 'since then become the
law of the land was framed upon the expe-
rience of the working of the land laws in
other colonies. Now, sir; when L come to
look: at what -has beenthe working  of the
system of alienation of Crown lands in other
colonies; I find that where free grants of
land were given to an unlimited extent, the
country was in animpoverished state. T find
that where grants’ of land were made to
capitalists arriving in the colony, they were
made in: proportion. to the capital they pos-
sessed.I'find, too; that: when Crown lands
were put up by auction; conspiracies were
formed for the purpose of preventing the
land from realising more than half-a-crown
an acre. L find that; wherever this state
of things  prevailed, the colony was not
progressing;- but, as’ soon as a: system of
1mmigration was' established; the = colony
prospered. - To what are we to attribute
our sueccess ~in’ this: colony? It is to
the ‘way in - which our ‘land laws are
framed; * which hag given an  increased
value to the lands of the colony. ‘Without
population,  this country would still have
been a barren  wilderness.: "We find the
coleny has progressed under our land laws—
underthe system of sellingtheland at an upset
price of one pound per acre—that thiy system
has given a value to-the lands of the colony.
I feel unwilling to alter that upset price,
because by so doing we 'shall ‘be. committing
an injury upon those who will follow us. 1f
the price of land were lowered to five shillings
an acre, we should not have eapital to intro- -
duce labor intothe colony, and we should
soon - drift - into ‘an ‘impecunious  position.
‘When: we look at:the way in which the land
laws liave worked; and when we: consider
that the Bill before the House is the conso-
lidation of thoselaws, I cannot refrain from
asking—What is' the bone of contention P
The only-bone of ‘contention is, whether the
land  shall maintain its ‘price, or whether it
shall be reduced to five shillings an acre. A
low upset - price is, in' my opinion, the cause
of -impoverishment. - The difference: in the

_ had been surveyed, he did not see why they i condition of those colonies, where the value of
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the land is fixed-at one pound per acre, from
those where the price is merely nominal, con-
firms the view which T have taken. 'What has
brought - the Cape of  Good Iope to the
position in which 1t is. now, but the land laws
which prevail there?  The settlers: cannot
obtain’ employment, and steps  are being
taken fo- send a large number of - them to
Australia. - 'What is the state of New Zea-
land ? In the provinces where the price of
the “land is less than one pound an acre,
the country is in-an-impoverished position.
If we look, on'the other hand, at those
colonies in which the price of -land has been
maintained  at one pound an:acre; we find
that they have progressed in: a satisfactory
manner. - If the lands of the colony were
reduced to' a uniform price of two shillings
and sixpence per acre, where should we get
the funds from' to bring in: population P If
we offered the lands for nothing, it would be
impossible for the laboring population of the
United Kingdom' to- find their way to this
colony. They have not the ‘means of doing
80. = 1t is* our duty to find them the means
t0 come out here-and to settle in this colony.
T donot think that it is for the interest of
the colony that that favored spot, the Dar-
ling Dowus proper, has been made the bone
of contention; and T do- feel surprised: that
the gentlemen from the outside districts-have
made such an unholy alliance—for ‘I cannot
but call it an unholy alliance. The squatters
have had their pre-emptive right, and they
have exercisedit. - If that right were extended
beyond the Darling Downs; to the westward,
beyond the Moonie River and the Condamine;
where, as it is well - known. to honorable
members of this: House, the  country is one
vast  desert,  no one would begrudge the
pastoral interest for taking those lands under
pre-emptive right. T certainly think fhat it
15 the best bargain the: Government- could
make, but' I really think ‘that the Crown
tenant is the person’ most - ‘deeply ‘interested
in the matter.” I’ think the  pre-emptive
right is a ‘great: bug-bear in this ¢olony.’ T
agree -with ‘the “honorable ' member, Mr.
Stephens, in his observations with ‘regard. to
the leasing of land for ‘agricultural purposes.
I never could understand why-lands should
not be leagsed for agricultural ag well as’ for
pastoral pursuits. = The honorable gentleman,
now Postmaster-General, mtroduced resolu-
tions into this House last session; the object
of which 'was to-provideleasing clauses in the
Agricultural Reserves ‘Act, which was then
brought forward by the Government. I
supported that measure chiefly on the grounds
that the: honorable gentleman ' intended to
bring forward leasing - clauses. * The honor-
able member for South Brishane has stated
- that “men of ‘small means: often  proved
thie best agriculturalists, and he has so well
~and truly described the straits to which ' this
class of ‘men are put, through the existing
laws, and T am of opinion that it would be
far better: for the country to receive interest
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for the value of the land, in the shape of rent

~at two shillings an acre and: the right of

pre-emptive purchase, than to force the
money out of the settlers for actual payment
at the time of takingup the land. T certainly
think that ‘the leases should be for ‘aconsi-
derable length of time, say, from seven to ften
years; but T cannot agree with the last
speaker; that it would be advisable to allow
the whole ~of . the  sum" paid  for rent
during that time to ' go' as part payment for

~ the fee-simple of the land. = I"think, in such

instances’ as’ this, -the country should act as
an ipdividual would act; and I am of opinion,
if ‘the honorable ‘gentleman who' 'made the
proposal -had one thousand acres to- sell, e -
would not like to adhere to those terms him-
self. “Whatever honorable members may say,
with regard to the alienation of Crown lands,
T most decidedly object to any alteration in
the present system of one pound per acre as
the upset price of land.:- Tf they quote Adam
Smith, and goback hundreds of years to find
arguments in' their favor, it was still possible;-
if honorable gentlemen would look: at other
quotations of Adam Smith, to see how very
appropriate they were to the tines in which
we live. - What was applicable two hundred
years ago is not applicable for the present
time. I have heard . honorable: members
praising.- the ides of ‘men: with two or
three thousand pounds' capital going into
T can refer to Adam
Smith, and find that he advises a person
with' two ' or: three  thousand * pounds: to
take his chance ‘in the world; rather than
take to farming ; for, if he onee becomes a
farmer, he will always be one; but, if he
takes “his* chance with other men; he will
probably: improve his position. in life.  We
can find ‘no better authority or guide as to
what would be most conducive to the benefit
of -the colony, than by looking af what has
been injurious; and what hag been beneficial,
to older colonies. -~ 'We have found: that our
Alienation of Crown Lands Bill was framed
$0 ag to avoid what had been found injurious
to the welfare of other colonies; and toaccept
that which was beneficial ; ‘but whilst we
have done so; we find that our parent colony
hag taken another course; and enacted: laws
which have led' o nothing but anarchy and
confusion, whilst we have experienced in this
colony nothing: of the sort.  In the settle-
ment. of the older “colonies, persons used to
locate themselves within fifty miles of ‘the
seaport, and commence with agrieultural -
pursnits. - Their herds rapidly increased ;
and ‘as they did ‘so, the settlers generally
formed a station ‘about fifty or one hundred
miles further inland; to:which they removed
their stock, and  thus steadily rose to pros-
perity. - 'We, however, jump at once into.the
matter, and go in for: 20,000 sheep and a
very large extent of country.”” The most -
wealthy  of ‘the New South -Wales settlers
had: no such Deginnings ;- their commence-
ments were small; and they: owned perhaps
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but a - small:section. of land.
patience and industry, they rose. gradually
to be the richest in the country.
of a’gentleman .who now holds a similar posi-
tion in another colony to that which you fillin
this, that I know, on_his first arrival in the
eolonies; his—and several others were simi-
larly circumstanced—whole fortune. consisted
in-hig brains. - Men ef that.order. were the
first colonists who developed the resources. of
this colony.  Not,. as at- the present . time,
people: who, jumping suddenly into position
upon credit, if things turn out well, and they
are fortunate, will praise-the colony-—but if,
from ‘over-speculation, ill-management;: or-a
. want -of ~experience, which has not been
practically gained, they fail,” they condemn
the colony, and say there is something radi-
cally wrong 'in our land laws. - I'say that
the land laws in thig" colony  are: more
liberal towards - an - enterprising 'man, be

he anagriculturist or a pastoral tenant, than

those of any other colony. : No. person who
“is-worthy  of ‘any . occupation, - either - in
agricultural or pastoral pursuits, has half the
difficulties here’ to contend  with- that he
would have in' the older - colonies:. . If a
person . fails':in his . enterprises - in this
colony, it is.-not,~ generally, the fault of
our - laws, but: of himself."  “Whom do
we find, on- looking' through' the country,
as -the  most. prosperous men? Do  we
find ‘those - young.  gentlemen, " who. have
become full-fledged squatters on the Darling
Downs, the most prosperous? ~No. We find
the old practised hands, who have gradually
worked: their’ way from.  small beginnings,
until they have  got to the  top. of the tree.
Tt is this class of men: which is of the most
benefit to the country. I have heard of the
benefits. that are likely to. be derived from
men coming out here with one, two, or three
thousand pounds; and combining both agricul-
tural and pastoral pursuits.: Theidea seems
to me simply ridiculous, for I -have never
known  an: instance' in. the older = colonies,
that these two oceupations have thriven when
combined. - The pastoral pursuit requires a
large extent of .country. It has been found
out,  that - whoere sheep are  confined. in
paddocks, and  kept there for-about two
years, they will become infected with some
~diseage. - It is contrary to the free nature of
the animal: to" be so-confined. -~ (Oh! ohl!)
Honorable members - may say ¢ Oh, oh,” but
I can give instances, and I speak from. prac-
tical experience. - The honorable member. for
the Burnett told me the other day, that the
plan of keeping sheep .in paddocks until: the
“ country became bare, was frequently the cause
" of poisonous weeds springing’ up, from- tlie
scarcity of vegetation, and from. over-stock-
ing.” But I believe that in a country such as
the Darling Downs proper,that little locality
which has caused so much noise in the colony,
and perhapsin the world, fencing might be
very advantageous, but I cannot think it
would pé*ove so - in-.other 'parbts . of ~the
z .
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country.. It is impossible to . put much
stock: on some parts of the-country in the
Moonie and Maranoa Districts. I have lost
five thousand sheep two or three times.on a
station in that localiby—the beautiful desert
of the Condamine. ~Although the subject of
the squatting tenure is not now under . consi-
deration; so far as the squatter: is concerned,
I feel inclined to give an increased: length of
tenure, and a better fixity, than is possessed
at. the present time.  I'see no reason:for any’
organic -change  being made in- our present
land laws, so far as the altering of the upset
price: of Crown'lands' is concerned: I shall
decidedly object to any sliding scale that may
beintroduced. “All honorable members know
what that means. I ‘have no objection  to
allow the lands to he leased for a fixed period,
with the right of - pre-emptive  purchase;
but I think if' we depart from the system of
one poundan acre:as the upset price of
Crown lands, we shall ‘soon fall ‘into confu-
sion. . If those persons who:-take up land for
agricultural: purposes are compelled - to- pay
away all their money. for its purchase, and
then be driven to borrow money :to cultivate
it, I cannot-but think that the Government
would -be more lenient than a private creditor;
therefore, while advocating that every indul-
gence should :be granfed to.this class, I can-
not - agree with -the honorable member for
South Brishane, that the whole of the amount
paid for rent for the lease of the land, for a
certain- period, should go: as part payment
for. the fee-simple. . I cannot - but think it -
fair to buyer and seller, that the purchaser
should: pay -a fair’ rate of interest for the
value of the land he ‘purchases, especially
since it leaves ‘him so long a time to pay
for it In the course of three years he
might become the possessor of: the  property
in- fee-simple, - and - he- might ~extend  his
possesgions in this  way indefinitely. I must
now look - forward: to -the many evils that
would result from lowering the price of land.-
I think the land would get into the hands of
a few individuals; and the masses of popula-
tion would. thus be: shut out from  any parti-
cipation in: the resources of - the colony. The
bulk of the people we are bringing, and have

‘brought, - to: these: shores, would," in-reality,

become little better than -the serfs of the
large: landed - proprietors. . :The - political
writers ‘of the present day agree that: the
system of small farms is more - beneficial “to -
the interests of ‘the State than the taking up
of large: tracts of land. ~It-might have tho
effect of raising up a class of gentlemen; like
the one to . whom so much hero worship was
paid some time ago, and who' left the colony
to abuse us to the extent of hig ability in the
House of Commons, by telling them that we
were a parcel of roughs. We' can bear that
sort of abuse from an honorable gentleman
of talent and ability like Mr. Lowe,; although
a political adventurer, but not from one who
would, probably, find some difficulty in obtain-
ing a seat in this House, in spite of -the con-
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tempt with which he spoke of this eolony. ' T
think those honorable gentlemen, whopaid so
much hero worship to - that individual, must
feel sorely vexed at the way they have been
treated by him. - I should not like to raise up
4 class-1n- this® colony, who, after having
amassed wealth and  left” thecolony, would
turn round and abuse “us unnecessarily. I
certainly think that, whilst the alienation of
Crown'lands is being considered, it-would be
improper to make . any one portion, either of
the ‘agricultural - tenantry .or. the:: pastoral
tenantry, or any other class of landholder,
predominant over another. I certainly think,
if: a predominanece be. given to the -small
agricultural - landowner; it would ‘be " as
injurious, or perhaps more .injurious, than
the present dominant power would be in-the
hands-of the pastoral tenant. -~ So, I think,
in constructing or improving the Land  Bill
in committee, that:due care should: be taken
to keep each power equally balanced, that
none should have the predominance over the
other; and that this If{ouse should: not be
under the direction of the agricultural tenant
any. more than under.that of the. pastoral
tenant. I have stated, from past experience,
that 1 would rather bear with the present,
than a° dominant’ power that "~ might be
created from - a large agricultural tenantry.
This is a matter that should be.considered m
committee. s On the whole, I am prepared to
support the Billin' its second reading, and,
also, tosupport any clauses that may enable
the people to take up land at afixed rent,
with the pre-emptive: right- of purchase. I
think that the Bill may be: conducive to-the
“best ‘interests of the colony, and will add to
its prospects-and advancement. With these
remarks, I shall support the second reading,
Mr. Coxen said :- He felt very unwell, and
quite -unfitted - to address the House on the
important question before it ;- but still, with
the permission -of -honorable: members, he
would venture to make: a few remarks before
- the second  reading of the Bill. - He might
say, at once, that he was somewhat disap-
pointed with ‘the “Bill, ‘and regretted that it
had not  been introduced: earlier, and placed
sooner on the table of the: House than it had
been. -A- great deal had been said as to the
introduction of leasing clauses into the mea-
sure, and: he” should - have wished ‘to have
- understood the nature- of them, and to have
spoken moze fully on'the subject.
agreed  with 'what  had " fallen' from  the
honorable: member: for.South Brisbane, Mr.
Stephens, ~that ~a. liberal ‘leasing  clause
would be of great benefit to the colonists;
generally,  and. more particularly: to those
engaged in - agriculture. It was needless
for him to ‘state to the House that agri-
cultural. products should form a great staple
of the colony.  When a large. amount of
money . was  constantly  paid out - from - the
colony  to~ other  colomies for agricultural
produce, all would admit -such was not a
sound - state  of things. -The  climate  of

[ASSEMBLY ]

He fully -

Sule Bill.

Queensland was adapted to the growth of
cereals;” and - the soil ‘was rich, so that-all

requisite produce might be grown inthe

colony. - If, then, proper inducements were
held out- to. agriculfure, this evil would cease
to be in the future ; but' it would: continue;
if such clauses were not introduced into' the
Bill as would: render: the obtaining of land
easier than 'it was at-the present time. A
rental of two'shillings,” or more, had been
spoken. of -by the honorable  member for
South - Brisbane, as a fair price “for land..
He . (Mr. Coxen) : did 'not. advocate the
principle laid: down by that gentleman, that
the whole of -the money paid as rent-should
be taken aspayment for the fee-simple of the
land.  He thought that a portion—say five
per cent., or, at-least, some part—should be
deducted as interest for the money, which
would be accumulating for the ten years. A
clause ought to be introduced to meet that
view, and-another clause such as would call the
attention of the small agriculturist, would be
of great benefit.. . He did not feel very clear
about the proposed sliding scale:of prices for
Crown lands, but he was satisfied that there
were very large areasin the colony not worth
one pound an acre,  and many portions not
worth anything at all.- It'was very: difficult
to handle this  subject, but he hardly thought
that they were “in -such a state that they
ought“to reduce ‘the price: of land. = Yet,
he thought a time might come: for that in
those  distriets that” eould not be used for
agricultural purposes. The - subject: of
squatting laws was out of place in a discus-
sion upon this measure, but, as'it had been "
mentioned,” he  would like ‘to add a  few
remarks to ‘what had . already fallen from
honorable: members. - He: was . then’quite
prepared to support a measure—if introduced
by the: Government, or some independent
member, or-even  a northern member-—for
extending the leases 'of ‘pastoral tenants of
the Crown in some: outside districts of - the
north- and west. ~ He 'thought: the. leases
might be extended without any injury: to the’
colony,: but -care should be taken" that all
lands, suitable for agricultural purposes, and
likely t6 be required, should be kept-avail-
able ; 'while the whole: district on this side of
the Main Range would be required for-culti~
vation, and - should; therefore, be  excluded
from any extended leases.

Mr.: Groou said: Representing as he did
a constituency that was vitally interested in
thesettlement of the Crown lands and laws of
the colony, he would' scarcely like to give a
silent vote on the present oceasion.  He was
the more inclined to. address a fow observa-
tions to the House, because this was a ques-
tion that was looked forward to with much
interest: by the. public ' generally, but more
especially by his' own - constituents.  He
hoped; therefore, that this session’ would not
pass over without the laws affecting the land
being settled upon some distinet and definite
basis.  His constibuents took a great interest
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in: this question, and they had had several
meetings to: discuss it—he was: aware that
some -would treat these meetings with - indif-
ference, yet “he hoped the time would :not
come when the views: expressed by the public
in’their - meetings, “or in petitions ' to  the

Honuse, would be - disregarded by that House

or:the  Government of the colony. Doubt-
less, a great diversity*of opinion existed, and
would continue to exist, concerning the right
seftlement “of - the  land  question in " this
scolony. It had been, and was so.in' South
Australia, in' Vietoria, and in New South
Wales; and thus" it would be - a remarkable
circumstance, indeed, if the present or any
other Government whatever could ‘introduce
a - Land Bill - that would satisfy every honor-
able member, or meet with the general con-
currence of the public out: of doors:” Now,
when: they found such a diversity of feeling
and opinion; it was worthy of 'consideration
whether honorable gentlemen should not be
calm and deliberate in the . discussion of -this
question. He regretted extremely the speech
of the honorable member for l\garyborough
upon the measure before the House. - He
(Mr. Groom) always paid:very great atten-
tionto the observations: of that’ honorable
gentleman, because he truly believed him to
behonest and:sincerein hisintentions ; and he
thought that no- motion: of = his. ‘was" ever
brought forward but upon the best and purest
motives. But that gentleman had, by his
speech, proved himself the most injudicious
adviser the honorable gentlemen ' opposite
_could have put forward. . In reference to the
Bill, he did hot go ‘so:far-as -to say that it
would please all sections. of the community.
- The head of the Government, or the popular

Minister (as he had been designated—and;
perhaps, truly—by - the:-honorable ‘member

for Maryborough), would indeed have-been

a most illustrious person, if he had brought
forward:-a Land Bill that would hiave satisfied
all parties, without meebing with’ some objec-
tions to it.. :The speech of ‘the honorable
member - for Maryborough' was' a speech
neither against the Bill, nor a speech in favor
of it ;: and while advoecating ‘the claims  of
those on his: side, he had done more injury
to their: cause " than: any other honorable
member who had yet addressed that House.
The honorable member had - denounced the
Bill'as a° sham, and a shame to:the public
generally, and to the agriculturists in parti-
cular.: But that: was simply assertion, and
hehad yet to learn in what way it was so.
His statements: were mere declamations, and
would ' not. satisfy honorable gentlemen that
the Bill did" meet-the requirements of both.
If the honorable: member  had backed his
assertions with anything - like " proofs, he
(Mr. Groom) might, perhaps, have been dis-
posed to go with him: = The general measure
was: designated by him as a measure “of
“ class legislation,” and  some of the clauses
called ** tyrannical.” “He (Mr. Groom) must
confess: that the measure was not of  that
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class or nature, and he had yet to learn that
it-was.  He had gone carefully through'the
Bill, clause by clause, and had listened care-
fully to all that had been said about it ; and
he thought the Speaker would agree with
him, that the debate had been: unsurpassed
in ‘that House, and was one of great interest.
Tt was perfectly true,” that: the Bill did not
deal - with: the  squatting - tenure, but" the

* honorable gentleman, the Minister for Lands

and ‘Works, had distinetly stated that it was
simply intended ' fo ' deal with the alienation
of ‘the ‘Crownlands - of the eolony, without
touching - upon ‘the other  question -at all.
‘When- the leader. of the Opposition addressed
the House in this debate, they were informed
that it was a hybrid Bill. without any distinet
or definite principles involved therein ; and
that' there  was nothing - in- it to  satisfy
that honorable gentleman, or the honorable
members  with “whom - he was" associated ;
and: the honorable  member,” Mr. ‘Pring,
added, - that: he or they were prepared
to: bring - forward a measure. that would
embody. - a- comprehensive  Tiand - Bill.”

Now, as they had been informed that the

resolutions of those” gentlemen had: already

“been repudiated - or - withdrawn, it would

perhaps - be - scarcely - fair - to’ “allude - to
them: any further on the present occasion.
But yet those resolutions- were  before: the
country, distinetly and definitely, and if hon-
orable members opposite had reason:to com-
plain” of ‘any "~ expressions made use of 1in
reference to- them, they had themselves to
blame; for: they had arisen more on their own
account -than any: others, in or out of the’
House.  He (Mr. Groom) was told that such
was not the case. : Let them turn to resolu*
tion number four. He would read it, although
he'did not mean to say that it had not been
withdrawn now ;but such g proposition had
been brought forward and had possibly been
withdrawn ; indeed, they were told so.  He
simply used and referred:to these resolutions
to: bear out and justify observations which he
had yet to make. = One resolution stated that -
no-blocks of less than six hundred and forty
acres should be put up for sale, and the gentle-
men-who made those resolutions were to'blame
for the unkind - expressions which had ‘been
used against them.  But if those resolutions
were really withdrawn, they were quite ready
to:settle: the land question. amicably. They
might be sure that a majority of the people
would resent any such proposition, as that for
submitting reserves to a joint legislative com-
mittee, and an alteration of the upset price.
They had heard a great.deal about class legis-
lation, and it had been said that: all the Acts
for agriculture had been for a.class, to the
detriment of ‘other portions: of the commu-
pity." But he would ask:*did not resolution
number seven partake largely of a class char-
acter, proposing that pastoral lands should be
sold at a price not exceeding five shillings per
acre, while the Government or a commission
should have power to fix the price of suburban
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land at £100 or £200? = That was a clause
of a very - objectionable ~character,s -and
wouldvassuredly be objected to by the colony.
He objected to" the reduction of the upset
price. of land, at present. - He had heard no
sound argument yet in favor. of such reduc-
tion; except, indeed, from a very long lecture
delivered at Rockhampton. - That argument
was that, by reducing the price of land, the
squatter would have freehold instead of lease-
hold. * That was the only argument  he had
heard- advanced:in favor of the upset price of
the Crown lands being fixed at five shillings
per acre; They had heard a great deal about
the colony -of Vietoria, from the  honorable
member for the Western Downs. " As he did
not wish to quote that gentleman incorrectly,
he would read from what he had said in: this
debate ; “he had told this' House that the
greater part’ of ‘the alienated land there, was
going into the hands of the pastoral temants
of the Crown. g
Mr. Warts: No, no! .

‘Mr. Groox': - He should be sorry to mis-
quote ‘the honorable . gentleman, but such
observations - had: been addressed to - the
House. Now, a report had been presented
to the Vietorian Legislature by His Txcel-
lency Brigadier-General Carey ; it was pre-
pared by Mr. Grant, and it would be seen; on
referring to that, how far facts in-that colony
were from being as-had been thusrepresented.
That report proved the very reverse; and if

aly argument could be urged forleasing agri--

cultural lands, the facts and: figures adduced
by the Minister  for Lands:in Vietoria would
: p}ll'ove sufficiently convineing. " According: to
the— '
» - “Statement of country lands, sélected under
the' Amending Land Act, 1865, to-the end of that
year, there ‘were ¢leased” by 5,337 selectors an
area of 1,546,257 acres, and” the amount of - the
first instalment for a - half-year of the' lease, pay-
able in advance, was £77,318; being an average
area of 260 acres to each-selector. - -Again, in the
same tabular statement, they would find that the
number of  certificate holders was 1,573 ; the area
leased by them, 280,978 acres ;. the amount of the
first” yearly instalment, payable in-advance, was
£35,129 ; "the ' average area held by each: being
179 acres ;- making a total “of - 6,919 - persons,
occupying an area of 1,827,285 acres, and giving
2 vevenue of £112,44/7.”
Honorable: members- objected to these state-
ments ;—he was alluding to facts.” The money
could not be * dummies,” if they did say the
selectors” were, for it was actually paid into
the Treasury. = From this report it appeared
that  the “leasing "clauses ~in* Vietoria were
attended with very great good.  As' to the
settlement on the lands there and its extent,
under: the "Act of 1865, as  contrasted with
*the'same under former Acts, more had been
done for the permanent location of: the people
on the land than in any previous year.” The
report said—

“With respect to the extent of tlie settlement -

that has talken place under the provisions of this
Acl, as' contrasted with the results obtained under
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former Land Acts, there can be mo  guestion; that
more has been done towards permanent:location
of the people on the lands of the colony, than any
recent legislation has been enabled to effect. :
«“Under the Land Acts .of 1860 and 1862;as -

" shewn before, 1,883,000 acres of the most valuable

lands - of ‘the  colony, both from' position -and
relative quality, were alienated by selection.

“From' reliable .information supplied to. this
department, it would appear that of this large
area, at least 1,600,000 acres have fallen into the
hands of ‘the: pastoral tenants  on-whose runs the
lands were protlaimed open: for  selection, and#
that - the lands’ so” acquired. remain to-this ‘day
untouched by the plough. - :

« Under the auction system that: prevailed -up
t0'1860, 8,783,000 acres - of country lands: were
alienated.: The assessment returns.of 1861 -shew
that 651 pastoral tenants had acquired 1,935,301
acres in fee-simple, in connection with-their runs.
As an example of the working of ‘that system, it
may- be stated, that in the western - districts, forty
individuals have: obtained 890,000 acres, at an
average price of £1 4s. peracre, in blocksranging
from 18,000 to 40,000 acres’; and on these vast
estates, no sound is heard but the bleating of
flocks and herds.”
Now, there they had a distinet statemen
from a Minister of the Crown, which refutes
the statement made by the honorable member;,
for the Western Downs.  With regard to the
¢ dummies’” mentioned by members opposite,
they = found® from - the same’ report the
following :— ~

«Reports are received from all sides- of the
increased | demand - for: - feneing - and " building
materials, with which the present saw-mill pro-
prietors in the various forests arve quite unprepared®
to keep pace.” g .
From that report, it was" sufficiently . clear
that the infroduction of leasing clauses had
been productive of a very great amount of
good in affecting the setilement of an agri-
cultural  population ~upon the ~lands’ of
Victoria. - In afinancial point of view it had
proved-a very great success, for no less than
£77,318 had been' paid into the Treasury pf
that colony, which would not have been paid
without those leasing clauses, or under: the
old A¢t: Much had been said by the honor-
able member for the Kennedy (he believed)
about the evils of free selection; and why the
Crown lands of New South-Wales were not;
taken up.” Now he would be" able to shew
that, twelve months ago, in-a debate upon the
land question thers,so far from the land laws
in Queensland being regarded with disfavor,
they were looked upon’ in that colony as
superior to those in- New South-"Wales; and
he thought, at all events,” that the TPar-
liament should follow on'.in the same course
of legislation.  He would read-from the
reports of ‘the . Sydney Morning Herald, for
May 31, last year; and refer them to what
had beén said by Mr. Morrice. - Mr. Morrice
said—

« After the squatters had had the whole pick of
the district, he could not ses why the runs should
not be had” at a lower rate ; and he did not sce
why they should not expecs an’ extension of lease
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for five years as well as: the more remote tenants
of the:Crown. - He' did: not think he should be
acting fairly to the rising population of the colony
if he consented to: the tying up of these lands.
Young men of means-and good family were rising
up,-but they had'to go o Queensland, and other
places, because -the lands were ‘held in" such
“‘Immense tracts, and were consequently in so few
. hands. - He. was told that’ one: gentleman held

forty stations, and he would guarantee that they’

would average 100 square miles each. It was no
wonder that- gquatting runs  were: so difficult: to
obtain. . In his’ opinion, it would-be much better,
both for the country and: for- the revenue, if such
large tracts of’ country were divided into smaller
stations.”

Now, these obsel'vations, delivered :May 30,
1865, clearly shewed that our laws were con-

sidered liberal in New South Wales, and that'

manymen-of means were induced to. specu-
late in Queensland for pastoral pursuits in
preference to New South Wales. ' Honorable
gentlemen had heard a:great deal delivered
to the House, in the course of debate, in
regard to the settlement of an agricultural
population’ on: the lands of this colony. It
~had been maintained that it would: be a farce
to expect this colony ever to support an agri-
cultural population. ' He "distinctly - denied
such ' a’proposition; they  had ' very large
tracts of land adapted -to agriculture, and
it was. a pursuit  that would pay.  On
the ‘contrary, numerous instances could:-be
adduced to prove that agriculture, when pro-
perly conducted on:a proper system, was
payable in- Queensland. He was, therefore,
;. an’ advocate for the leasing clauses, and he
altogether - concurred - with ~those honorable
members: who had addressed the House with
regard to-the: restrictions. put upon the agri-
culturists ;- which he - thought - should be
removed -as much as possible: - He should,
therefore, be prepared to support any clause
sanctioning’ the leasing of lands for agricul-
tural purposes.” If it were. possible for the
Government to lay a return upon the table of
the. House of the: npmber of persons who
had applied to be relieved from the condition
of fencing, imposed upon those in agricul-
tural reserves, they would see how evil those
restrictions were.  Most. of those persons
had to spend all their capital for the purchase
of ‘their farms, and" afterwards were com-
pelled to mortgage their land to' commence
cultivation “and ~ to ecomply  with ' the
conditions - imposed. - He spoke  on - this
matter from - personal knowledge, and ‘he
had: spoken ' the - truth. with -~ regard to
those persons. -~ If ~they ‘agreed with the
proposition .of ~the  honorable’ member for
South - Brisbane, and, instead of  buying,
allowed agriculturists to lease land for seven
or ten years, at a nominal rent of one or two
“shillings per: acre, -they . would have their
capital to expend in necessary improvements,
and the Crown would be indemnified by the
expenditure upon those improvements. ~ For
he felt: certain that liberal leasing - clauses
would Lbave the same good results here as in
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Vietoria. . They had a:large extent of land
available, and was it not better that it should
be taken at sixpence an acre, rather than that
it should be lying idle? * There were hundreds
and  thousands. ™ of -acres perfectly idle,

“which would. be- oecupied by hundreds of
“|: persons under- lease.

‘Whatever might: be
said..of the productive capabilities of the
eastern portions-of the Main Range, he firmly
believecfj that:: the western slopes  of the
Range were the best, and contained a large
tract of  country, well- watered and adapted
to the growth of any particular cepeal, or
product: of : the ‘mother- country. - If that
House would agsent to-clauses leasing these
lands; with the right:of pre-emption, not only
would the - colony at-large be benefited, but
the occupants, by :a revenue from lands which .
were ab the present’ time: lying idle -He
regretted to hear the honorable member for:
‘West: Moreton, .| Mr. - Herbert, - deprecate
the claims of different towns to commonage.
In Victorja there were five or ten; in New
South 'Wales the same privilege existed; and,
before Separation, had extended to the town
of Warwick, which-had its commonage rights
to: the present time. - He might observe, in
speaking ‘ of thissubject, that nothing had
tended so much to bring about-antagonism to
the squatter: as the system of :impounding.
And that - originated because there was: no
commonage in the eglony; except.to Drayton
and. . Toowoomba.: . Working: bullocks and
horses had been impounded: by squatters, and
being released were 1mmpounded afresh. It
was true that this was not earried -on now so
much as: was “formerly - the" case, as the
owners of runs-had stopped this ‘practise of
their ‘superintendents. - Now, the ‘granting
of commonage to the several  towns would
do-away with"a.large amount of* impound-
ing that was carried -on' in, the interior.
He would ask : if lands were to be sold; and.
if they made railways, but- declined to-make
branch - lines,” what - would ' become: of ‘“the
cattle bringing down produce to the railway ?
If they took Dalby, for example, without any:
commonage, and the carrier from Roma, the
Condamine, : .and = Goondiwindi; with ' the
general knowledge which prevailed that the
railway was to stop at Dalby for years ta come,
they would find land selling at a ridiculously
high. rate, as much ag £500 for a quarter of an
acre. - What  carrier  could buy land for
paddocks at so high:a price P’ 'Why should
not large areas be set aside for such purposes;
in Dalby, at all events P 'With Drayton-and
Toowoomba: they would have some difficulty,
because a large area of land had already been
alienated and taken up in those places.  But*
in Dalby, Roma, and such places, there could
be no reasonable objection to large common-: .
ages being granted-to the inhabitants. - He
had been surprised at the *observations made
upon commonage by the honorable member-
for ‘West Moreton, because they shewed a
want © of  knowledge - of - the “interior, -to
depreciate the system of commonage.” He
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had previously given that honorable gentle-
man’ credit for-a greater knowledge of the
wants of the population in the interior than,
from those observations, he appeared to have.
‘With regard ‘to the Bill, generally, he was
prepared to- give' a cordial support to.the

Government, but, at the same time, he wished

to state that, if -the amendments which were
proposed: by honorable gentlemen . opposite
proved of a.character not prejudicial to the
rest of the colony, he would almost give them
his promise to support them. -The feeling of
antaganism  between - classes should: be: set
aside, and done away with.. He did not wish
any ‘member of -the - House to’ suppose
that * his  constituency = of - Drayton and
Toowoomba - was - of  so- rapid- a . character,
as - that: they -would seek “to. debar the
pastoral tenant from - any- just: privileges,
while' seeking  the same “for the farmer.
EHyery facility, he thought; should be placed
in the way of pastoral occupants:. He was
quite prepared to support measures with that
object for the outside squatters: - The inside
squatters  had possessed advantages over the
former, ‘who might be regarded: as pioneer
squatters. - “Any - amendments, = therefore,
which ‘would tend  to" their: advantage - he
should be disposed to support, and:not - to
offer any factious opposition to their introduc-
tion. - He would not, however, vote for any
extension of fourteen years’leases, nor agree
_to the reduction of the upset price of one
pound: per acre; while he should be prepared
to give a” general and hearty support to the
Bill then before the House.

Mr. Warrs rose to-make an explanation of
what he had: said-as to the position of agricul-
ture in Vietoria: ~He would do-so by reading
what he really had said :—

I shall prove that, although a large quantity of
land: hasbeen ‘alienated:in Victoria, I presume for
the specific- purpose . desired by the -honorable
member; namely, for agricultural purposes only.
That land - is: now. used for  pastoral - purposes.
‘What has been . the result:of “alienating ' land
solely for agricultural  purposes in' the colony of
Victoria P Why,: agriculture has been' tried and
has failed, and-the land alienated for that purpose
has been resumed for pastoral’ purposes. The
paddocks, ‘which had been used for: cultivating
cereals; are now used for fattening sheep.”

And he wonld wish that to be faken with his
quotation of facts, collected from'the statis-
tical returns of Victoria:— ;
“The progress of cultivation in Vietoria is not
cheering. .~ Out - of 6,125,000 acres  purchased or
rented from  the Crown, only. 479,460 acres are
under cultivation ; or, 28,835 acres less than in
i the year preceding. The acreage under wheat was
less than at any period  since 1859 and was
- actually less by 71,800 acres than in 1861. - This
<is an’ alarming state of facts, and demands close
investigation.  Are wé really to understand that
corn growing cannof be carried on with profit?
or, is: the- depressing influence to be attributed to
‘cireumstances - capable - of - _amelioration ® * The

quantity of wheat grown: in: 1864 was 1,700,000 |
. with pasturage, so-as to feed’ a small flock or-

bushels less than in 1861.”
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Now, ‘those: quotations. went to prove that
the lands, intended for: cereals, were turned
into- grazing paddocks again, and- occupied
solely for the fattening of stock. -

Mr. Groom explained  that the: grazing
paddocks - alluded  to -~ were those - oceupied
owing to the redundancy of: population. It
was-far better to fence and let out: such
paddocks: at- - sixpence  per  acre for: the
purpose of fattening cattle. . That was what
the honorable member referred- to.

Mpr. ParuER said that, in the few observa-
tions he should make to the House before the
Bill went to a seeond reading, - he “would
endeavor to confine himself to the Bill and
his objections to.the Bill: .- Before doing so,
however, he might be allowed to-observe that:
the resolutions submitted by the honorable
members on his side of the House had been
very - unfairly quoted by the: last speaker.
When asked to quote the whole of them, that
honorable member mighthavebeen fairenough
to0:do so ; instead of that, he had referred only
to the right of the lessee of the land. The
squatters, it would'be seen; had'no-desire to
keep all the lands to themselves. . But one of
the clauses was that. the Government should
be ‘allowed to make large reserves, -not for
agriculture, -indeed, " because ‘he did not
believe -in- it and ‘also, that land - should
be ' sold ‘at an upset price of -five shillings an
acre. - Thathonorable gentleman should quote
fairly, and ‘also’ from what preceded in the
context. - Having said thus much, he would
endeavor to- do what:he wished ‘honorable
members: would  do—confine -themselves: to
the Bill..' He had considerable: objections to
the Bill: - It 'was not an .attempt to legislate
for the  whole  colony so much’as- for: the
intevests of ‘a small portion. It did appear
to him that every man almost who had: dealt
with the question, whetherin the House or
outside of ' the House, was" always' talking
about the Darling Downs and: East Moreton,
while the whole of ‘the rest of the colony was
thought nothing atall about.  Every member

“had been,talking of the whole colony as if it

wereDarling Downs: ~He had noticed that
the north and west ‘had mo: part in this
interest. That was:just as if it were  a term
of reproach 10 be a northern-member; for all
the - districts outside” the two- were: called
northern distriets. - He looked for. justice to
the north ‘and west  only from the: fears .of

- that House. They were growing very fast,

and would very soon' be ready to -take their
just rights for themselves. . It was very well
known, that in the north and' west of the
colony - agriculture  -was - totally out-of : the
question, ' He, and others who- acted with
him, - were of opinion that no man' could live
on or by it. ‘No man fifty miles out of a town-
ship, and away from " it, in the northern:and
western districts, could do so.. Omne of the
chief objeects his side had in'view, when pro-
posing these large reserves, was to enablea
man’ taking up land to-combine agriculture
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herd -with " or “without agriculture; - as he
chose, for his own benefit.: . If he chose to
go-in for agriculture, he ought to be:allowed
to purchase land- to. suit- his'requirements,
so-long as” he did not become ‘a: public
nuisance. ~ As-to- the ‘alienation . of - Crown
lands, the question to be considered was not
the amount of" money:to be derived from the
sale of the land, as the -amount of revenue to
be derived from the people settling ~upon
that land. - That was, he thought, one of  the

“first principles of political economy, although

+ interest, and, waiting till the lands became

- that would work its own' cure.

he eould - not. speak  of his old  friend,
Adam: Smith, " as . some honorable - gen-
tleman " had - done. Tt had = been said
that- the squatters were - selfish, and  pro-
posed by their measures to benefit themselves;
and that they would go in for the purchase of
large tracts: of ‘land for their own ends, to
foed - sheep upon.  He denied  that, for it
would not pay to-buy land to feed sheep upon
in'any part of the colony, with the prospect
of -having - interest on the high price of one
pound an- acre. - The:very idea was absurd,
except, perhaps, on the Darling  Downs, the
pet place of that Assembly ; and even there
1t was impossible to realise the interest. But
if any man  chose to buy land, neither he,
nor they, nor the Government, nor anybody
else, hag any right to prevent him from buying
and- doing what he liked with it. " "When
bought, he had a right to do with the land as
he liked, and it was his business only. ~Asto
the restrictions ~ endeavored ' to.be placed
upon the purchase of land, he thought them
useless and: quite out of the question. - The
Government. of - this: colony  were the - great
monopolists of land ; -and though they were,
unhappily, heavily in - debt, it appeared to
him an absurdity that the:Government, with
millions of - acres to.dispose of; should prefer
to go further:  into: debt -and pay heavy

worth - one -pound  an -acre, keep them :for
a future generation; rather than sell them at
once and pay off the principal. : Those who
bought the land could not take it'away with
them ;. it" would be:still there for: a future
generation;-and a great’ deal of it always:in
the market for ages to come, to:be bought,
perhaps on easier terms than they could get
themselves. It ~was, : however, a matter
He: believed
that public opinion was- already -at work on
this question, more than it had been at any
time before “on' any  public- matter. . The
principle of alienating the Crown lands at- a
low rate was making enormous strides among
the people, and he confessed that he had been
astonished at the success —of « it progress
already. It had found friends in quarters
never anticipated by its promoters, and in"a
few years its influence would be felt, and the
Government would be: called upon by the
public-to untie the hands of the buyer.” He
had taken an interest in the management of

this subject ; and the Government would have’

to give way.  He had no doubt whatever

[26 Jung.]

i Sale. Bill. 383

of the future success. of the movement; He:
had another. great objection to the Bill: it
plaeed too much: power in the hands of the
Minister for Lands for the time being. - Such
power was too great, and should not-be placed

~in:the hands of any man. He cared not for

the charaeter of the Minister at all, it was
too great a power for him to wield. ~He
had great faith in-the present Minister for
Lands, and-he was sure that honorable gentle- -
man “would not do anything  repreheénsible.
That honorable gentleman, as an honest man,
should lo6k to it himself, and get-rid.of the
power, and put it in the hands of another body.
Under: no less than fourteen  clauses of ‘that
Act, the whole power of dealing withthe Iand
wag:left in the hands of ‘that Minister, and
not a:syllable said of the Executive. That
was very improper; and he had no doubt the
honorable Minister for Lands would be. the
very first, in committee; to throw that power
out of the hands of the Minister of the day.
Asto the leasing clauses,which it was proposed
should be ‘introduced into the Bill; he: would
say that, under proper regulations, he had no
objection tothem. He thought agriculturalists™
should have every facility and power under
them; on’ very liberal terms, to leaseland.
He thought it would be only right that, if the
price-of one pound an acre were put upon
the land, and .a rent of two shillings an-acre
were. charged: upon.;it :for ten’ years, the
oceupant. -should - have - the ‘fee-simple at
the-end of that period. - As to the clauses -
relating to agricultural reserves; he thought
they were 4. great deal too:strict already.
He thought, if a man:purchased land, there
should  be  no- restrictions - whatever—with
the single” exception. of compelling - him  to
fence it, and not fo allow it to get overrun
with thistles or burr.. “Again, in the agricul-
tural reserves clause, he had another objec-
tion, and that was to the residence clause.
He could nofisee why a person living in town
should not be- allowed to take upa piece of
land: without being obliged. to reside upon it.
There “were many persons . who could :not
leave their business, but who were anxiousto
make a home for themselves in’ their-old age .
—an object” which most men had in view ;-
and there was no way, under the Bill before
the House, for them to obtain a piece of land
without being: compelled to reside upon it,:
and ‘become” mere serfs- of the soil. -~ As to
the commonage clause, he looked upon it
simply as a-robbery.: = It proposed to-take
away from one tenant of the Crown, “without
any compensation, a quantity of land, and
divide it among others, not tenants of the
Crown, who paid nothing whatever  for it.
That would be a dead loss to the revenue.
He - perfeetly  concurred  in' . the opinion
expressed by the honorable “member  for
West Moreton, Mr. Herbert, that it was the
very worst thing that could be done to' make
these commonages. - He (Mr.. Palmer) could
speak from his own experience on the subject;
and he had found it to be the case, that men
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“who had ‘no runs of their own became: pos-

sessed of horses and cattle which they turned
out upon these commonages, and that those
horses -and cattle wandered over the neigh-
boring runs, and became a great nuisance.
A great deal had been said- in the House
about the Queensland Tand League, which
was started in Rockhampton'; and he must
remark that most honorable: members who
had spoken on- the subject. had shewn that
they: understood very httle about it.  ~The
speech of the honorable member for South
Brisbane,” Mr. Stephens, -who had expressed
himself: a strong. opponentof that league,
was, i his opinion; one of the strongest argu-
ments inits favor: That honorable gentleman
had avowed himself an opponent of the Land
League because, to his mind, it did not offer
any- encouragement- fo agriculturists ; but it
was clear, nevertheless; from what the honor-

“-able member had stated, that he agreed with

many-of its principles. - The only resolution
to which he need refer, from" the prospectus

put forth by the Tand: League, was the

sixth ;— .

“ That, in reviewing what has been published
in-the pamphlet of 81st January, 1866, as.the
basis of a law for effecting the alienation of Crown

Jands, the members of the Land: League bind

themselves  merely - to: the principle of alienation
there laid down, reserving the right of opposing
and altering the details.”

He fully indorsed every word that had fallen
from the honorable member for ‘West More-
ton; Mr. Herbert, whose speech that evening
had, in his opinion, been the best yet delivered
upon the subject. - The main principle advo-
cated by the Land League was the alienation
of land at: the lowest possible price. . They

could have no possible objection to the leasing.

of land: as shadowed forth by the honorable
member for:South Brisbane, Mr. Stephens.
A great deal that he: (Mr  Palmer) had
intended to have said had already been well
He
repeated that he endorsed every word which
had been said” by the honorable: member for
‘West Moreton, Mr. Herbert, and he believed,

.-with him, that the Bill might be made a good

- measure in committee.

If the honorable the
Premier, in his reply, would give the House
some idea of the:amendments the Govern-
ment were prepared to- submit to, he could
answer for himself—and, he believed, for
other honorable members on his side of the
House—that they would be prepared to meet
the Government in a liberal spirit, and, as' far
as they ‘could, to:make: the Bill ‘such a
measure as would further the interests of the

. country at large.

Mr: Mires stated = that it was not his
intention to take up the time of the House
long, ‘as nearly all that could be said upon
the subject had been already said. . ‘When
the ‘Bill: before the House had been intro-
duced by the Minister for Tands and Works,
that gentleman had stated that it was a
question - of the utmost importance. - He
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perfectly “agreed with that statement, and
was of opinion that no question' of greater
importance - than' that of dealing with the
public' lands could - come before the  House.

|- He must, however, confess, that in looking :.

over the Bill he had felt: very much  disap-
pointed. He had read it over, and bestowed

redeeming feature in'it, and he could not cox
dially agree with a single clause it contained.
He considered the price of one pound an acre
as the most obnoxious principle in the Bill—"
that was, in his opinion, the great objection
to it. There was another great objection,
and that was, that the Bill wag hampered. with
conditions.  If the high price of one pound:
an acre were kept up, and the purchaser paid
the full value, why should he be fettered with
restrictions?.  He could quite understand, if -
the lahd were to be alienated at.a low: price,
the justice in surrounding the purchaser with
cerfain’ conditions'; but to adhere fo such a
suieidal prineiple, when such a price as one
pound an acre was paid forthe land; would be,
1n his opinion, virtually to prevent any persons
from becoming occupants of the public lands.
Then, again, it must  be. patent to every
one, that the disposal of the' land at such a
high' price; and withsuch conditions, would
compel an agriculturist by Act of Parliament
to_ do that which he would not do of his own
accord ;. and he (My. Miles): did not think it
was right, in~ disposing of the land, to take
into ‘consideration ‘the question, whether it
would be profitable to" the occupant or not.
That might very well be:left to the purchaser
of ‘the land, and he  should be ‘at perfect
liberty to- embark 'in- any pursuit he chose.

- They had: no right to argue the question,

whether squatting or- agricultural -pursuits
were the most - profitable ; that was a ques-
tion which should be left to the parties them-
selves. © He maintained  that no  Act of.
Parliament should compel a man to do - that
which did not pay him to'do. ~Allusion had
been made  to some leasing clauses. . ‘With
regard to leasing  land for agrieultural pur-
poses,. he must econfess he was not so sure
that it »would work well.. He thought it
would bring abouta sortof Irish tenant system
—that; in faet, it would place the Minister for
TLands and 'Works in the position of an Irish
landlord, and ~he  (Mr. Miles)  had: some;
doubts whether, -if the  honorable member

" attempted to - eject persons from. their hold-

ings, “who might be in arrears with their
rent, he would not be very roughly handled.
He did not, however, say that 1t might not
be desirable to make a trial of such a system,
with conditions.  He would place the. agri-
culturists; inthat respect, in the same position
as the squatters, and_ask them to pay a cer-
tain sum in advance, and if they could not
pay -he would give them time, he would give
them & lmit of, say, ninety days—in faet,
he would. afford them every facility. . It
would be found that: the squatters did not
take up their land without being obliged to
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adhere to: certain conditions. Tf a person
wanted to go out into the wilds of :the’ coun-
try, take - up-land ‘and ‘subdue the blacks;
and render the land productive, he must, in
the first place, go. to  the Commissioner . of
Crown Lands, and declare that his. country
was stocked, which 'might cost him a greaf
deal ‘of money.” He should like to know
what security was offered by the agriculturist
as'a gnarantee that he would make good use
of hisland ?"* However, he would waive that
objection to the Bill. " He  thought it would
be well to give the system a trial, at any rate,
with certan conditions —that the purchaser
‘should pay a certain rent annually, say for
ten years, and at the end of the time have
the fee-simple of the land:» He should have
felt inclined to have called for a division upon
the Bill, had' it not been for the remarks

made by - the ‘honorable  member for West

Moreton, Mr. Herbert, who had stated, from
his own knowledge, that there was a certain
amount - of “capital which = was lying idle
until " the  question ~was settled. "He (Mr.
Miles) was aware that that was the case.
There  were men in his own' employ, who
were possessed of considerable means, which
they would take the opportunity of investing

if the Bill were passed. = For the reasons Le

had stated, he should not call for a division,
but he hoped that, when the Bill went  into
committee, - such: improvements  would  be
made in it as would render it a: workable
measure, which at present he did mnot con-
sider it to be.

Mr. HaRDEN said he felt that the Bill
before the House was one of vast importance,
and that everyone should give an expression
to his opinions, for upon that Bill rested to
a certain extent: the future greatness of the
colony. It had been stated in other parts of
the world that Queensland offered the most

‘liberal terms to squasters, as well as to agricul-

turists, and it was the duty of the' House to

see that such’ assertions were not'groundless.
+ Beveral objections had been urged against the
Bill, and he concurred in the objection that, if
the Bill passed in its present condition, too
much power would be vested in the Minister
for Lands: and Works in declaring agricnl-
tural reserves. ' On that point, some little
alteration should be made. He thought, also,
“that certain clauses in the Bill' approximated
too closely to the land laws in Victoria and
New South ‘Wales, which were decidedly
detrimental to the welfare of those colonies.
If the House could produce  a liberal Land
Bill, to meet. botlr agriculturists and’ squat-
ters, they would induce eapitalists to come
to Queensland,- not only from other colonies,
but from home.  So far as he was concerned,
he felt that his constituents had no interest
in" the  Bill; as it 'would be many - years
before agricultural ‘reserves would 'be" pro-
claimed in the distriet he represented. ~He
should be delighted to see a Bill framed
which would meet. both squatters and agri-
culturists, and advance the general welfare
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|- of the colony. - With a liberal land law, they
could induce capitalists to come to the eolony

| and invest their-money. * He ‘did not think,
however, that he could say much’ more upon
the subject than had: already beensaid, and
he felt sure that; wheit the Bill was in com-

- mittee, it might be so framed as to meet the
wishes of all parties. -

“"Mr: ' Davis said he had-heard a good deal
about a leasing clause for agriculturists, but
noone had yet said how the rent was to be col-
lected from them. It was easy to collect the
rent from the squatters, ‘because: they could
always be found ; but.the small farmers, who
worked the land themselves, would work it
out, and away they would go. e contended
that it would be far better to:let them have
the land in fee-simple af five shillings, or
even half-a-crown, an acre, than to allow them
to: take up land on lease 'in': the  manner ,
proposed.

Mr. Royps: Sir—The greatest objection to
the motion before the House appears to:me
to lie in' the few arguments which have been
adduced. in-Its favor in the course of this
debate. - I have listened to a great. many
arguments against certain resolutions which
are supposd to be advocated by the squatters,
and certain alleged wants which do not exist,
but T-have heard ‘scarcely any argument in
support of “the Bill. "~ Honorable members

.who have supported it, in alluding to'the

upset price, have spoken’of the land as if .
it were in every way suitable for agricultural
purposes, - and have utterly ignored the fact
that: there are thousands and thousands of
acres which are no more -adapted for agricul-
tural purposes than the floor of this House—
which would never yield any return:for the
money which might be expended upon them.
In fact, with regard to this Bill,' T  may say
that T have heard a gentleman, who I believe
to be as:sound a judge upon the land question
as. any person in this colony, call the Bill a
 Crown Lands Sale Prevention Bill;”’ and'T
think that is a very: good term for it.. A
great deal has been  said  about: the power
which would be placed in the hands of the
Minister for: Lands, and T must say I quite
agree with the honorable members who have
urged that objection to the Bill; and I will
appeal to the honorable the Premier, and ask
him, whether he is not" of the same opinion ?
If heis not now, he was not very long: ago,
for I find that the honorable gentleman, when
speaking upon the land question, in'1860, is
reported to have said i—

“The Bill proposed placed t00 much power in
the hands of the Executive, in granting it author-
ity to proclaim: what lands shall be reserved from
the auciion: system.’’

Now, sir; T perfectly agree with that remark
of the honorable the Premier,and although the
honorable gentleman has no doubt by this time
forgotten it, I believe he is of the same opinion
still: “There are several other points in which
I am sure the honorable gentleman, in those
days, at least, agreed with us in reference to
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the reduetion of the upset price of land.  But
I know' perfectly well what effect change of

climatewill produce upon honorablemembers;:

the climate on this side of the House is very
different from that on the Government side,
and T am ready. to make every allowance for
the . difference. . The- honorable - gentleman
also - stated, in- reference to what had been
advanced by the Colonial Secretary, that—

“The honorable gentleman had stated that to
lower the price of land would not conduce to the
settlement of the country ; and he had instanced
the fact in'support of his argument that the Vie-
torian - Government - had - given = over - importing
emigrants at the public. expense.  This fact went
against,.instead of in favor of; the argument; for,
if with an upset price of one pound: per acre it
was found unnecessary to- import labor, or to offer
a free passage to emigrants from Europe, surely
much less would such a course be necessary if the
# land were  reduced in price” to five shillings an
acre.” ;

We' have - been favored with a number
of quotations from: Stuart Mill and Adam
Smith ; and I am now referring to a publica-
tion far better known in' this colony—the:
FBrishane Courier: - The honorable gentleman
proceeded to say :—

“In Queensland*the settlement  of - the :land-
question was-everything, and upon it depended
the future prosperity. of the country.”

He could not” have spoken: hetter:
saidi—
¢ He would: like to-see:such a measure: passed:

Healso

as-would enable 'the Government to say to the- |
people . of England, ‘ Here is land in abundance,

offered on liberal terms ;' come and occupy it.’*’

‘TFurther on, the honorable gentleman  stated
that— i

“ The reservation of . agricultural . areas would
tend to. prevent rather than promote the: settle-
ment of the country.” : ’

The SEcrETARY FOR LANDS AND WORKS:
Is the honorable member quoting from a
speech of mine?

Mr. Royps: T am. ,

The SEcRETARY FOR LaNDS AND WoRrks:
In which I expressed myself in favor of land
at five shillings an acre ?

Mr. Royps : It is so stated in the Courier’s
~report..~ Change of climate, no- doubt, occa-
sionally has also an effect upon the memory.
Thereis another honorable member of : this
House, who, I am sorry to say, has not spoken
during this. debate, because I should have
been glad to hear his opinion upon the ques-
tion before the House—I mean the honorable
and: learned Attorney-General.” That Lionor-
able gentleman had also’ undergone a change
of climate: he then sat on this side of the
House, and he is, no doubt, a high authority
on the subject. ' I may here observe that one
of the great recommendations. advanced in
favor of .this Bill is, that it is, to. a: great
extent, a transeript of previous Bills—of this
very Bill: of 1860. Now: the honorable and
learned - member for - Fortitude  Valley, :in
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speaking upon this question, is reported to
have said that— ,

“ He thought the Government might have saved
them' the’ discussion of this Bill ;.16 was nothing
more than a compilation of exploded ideas.”

The . ArTORNEY-G-ENERAL " That did - not
apply to the Bill which passed through this

" House.

Mr. Rovps: I believe he: does not apply
that term to this Bill: - And then he goes on.

< to say i — :

¢ The ' Colonial -Secretary had told  themthat
the Government held the lands in trust for the
people’; but'was it justto the people to-keep the
lands in- their hands for ever? ~As trustees, did
they not think it -would be wise to'let out the
the land in such a way as to- make'it' most pro-
ductive? - They -were - also told, too, that by
reducing’ the price of land the value of property
would be depreciated.  'Was it not a well-known
fact, in- all”parts of the world, that the move
people purchased and :settled on' the land the
greater” the value: became P - They had been
reminded that the maintenance of the existing high
price was necessary, as a matter of justice to- the
existing population. - But he contended  that the
veduction  of ‘the price was: the very: best thing
that could possibly happen  for the present popu-
lation, inasmuch-as it would relieve:the towns, by
indueing. people to go-into the country for the
purposes:of settling.” :
T'think that is as good an argument as I have
heard for the reduction: of the priece of land,
and I am extremely obliged to the honorable
and learned member for introdueing it.. To
continue the quotation, the honorable mem-
ber goes on to say— ~ :
Tt had ‘been said; on' the other hand, that. the

land would fetch one pound ;. baut, he would ask,
was it at all likely that pecple ‘would give one

- pound for land here which they could get else-

where for five shillings ? 2

I was sorry to hear one honorable: member
who spoke this evening-—the honorable mem-
ber: for Warrego, Mr. Forbes—oppose.: the

- system of mixed agriculture and pasturage;

because I am quite sure that, if he thought
over it a little more, he-would hold a different
opinion. I read, not long ago, the evidence,
taken before a select committee in the colony
of New South Wales, and there a Mr. Oxley,
a gentleman of great experience, who had been
for a number of years engaged in-the cultiva-
tion of land, was obliged to abandon the pur-
suit becauge he could not make it pay ;-and
he stated, as . the: result of his experience;
that-if a system. of mixed agricultural and
pastoral farming were adopted, he should be
able to make a profit: out of the land, which
he had not~ previously done.  He, also, in
those days, was in favor of five shillings an
acre, and he was opposed to the placing such
extreme power in the hands of the Minister
for Lands. - He said— :

“Te did not think that the power of selecting
these reserves should be left in the hands of any
Government: - When people could get' land for
one quarter the amount in - America, and.else-
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where, it’ was: not- likely’ that: they would: come
here:to purchase land.” !

With regard -to this mixed system, several
instances have oceurred - which have con:
firmed my belief that its introduction would
be very beneficial ‘in' this ‘colony. . About
three years ago, a gentleman who had a large
family came to this colony with the intention
of investing eapital in the purchase of land ;
he had some £5,000 or £6,000, and from the
fact that he had his" family with him, he did
not desire to go. into :the interior to: enter
upan squatting pursuits, and was anxious to
purchase a couple” of thousand acres of land
in the settled portion of the colony for agri-
cultural purposes. - But thig he could not do,
and. the consequence -was that he left the
colony. I can mention other cases. I know
two or three other gentlemen, one-of whom
has been in the colony twelve or fourteen
years, and has managed to save some money;
I'know another person in' the same position.
These gentlemen: were anxious, also, to invest
in land, and’ were “prepared to pay. some
£6,000 or £8,000 inv cultivating  it, and to
have a combined agricultural and: pastoral
farm. - But they were unable to obfain the
land; and I do not know what they arve going
to:do." Possibly they may take their -capital
out of the country.  'With  regard to® the
commonages, I think  this Bill - carries the
system too far. I believe that around large
towns ‘these commonages may be necessary;
butnot-to such an extent as the Bill provides.
The honorable member for Drayton and Too-
woomba made some- allusion to the squatters
impounding stock, and - said that the poor
man’s.cow was in danger of being impounded.
But, sir, it is ‘not the cow or the working
bullock: belonging to -the poor man' which
causes ‘the “impounding ;" it~ is ‘the. stock
belonging to the inhabitants of the towns—
some of ‘whom' have -as many- as 400 or 500
head of cattle—which stray on to the adjoin-
ing runs of the squatters and get impounded,
and it is. very -possible that the poor man’s
cow may suffer with them. -As a case in
point, L' will mention - ‘Warwick.
persons living there. who have 600 or 800
head of cattle, and I believe it is the same
in Toowoomba. These people pay nothing for
the pasturage of their stock, and it is'net to
be expected that their cattle are to graze
upon . other persons’ runs. I do mot think,
sir; there need be so- much  fear- entertained
of :speculators, if there isplenty of land kept
in the market.  When that’ is' the case no
one will ' go to-a speculator in land,” when
“he can' go and buy the land at first hand
from the Government. " T think the system
of leasing ‘may ‘be: carried on to a certain
extent, and I certainly agree in the principle
enunciated by the honorable member for
South Brisbane, Mr. - Stephens,  and . the
honorable - member for - Port Curtis, Mr.
Palmer, of allowing the holders. of the land
to pay the price of the land by degrees, and
charging ‘a'rent'of about two shillings and
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sixpence an- acre, for,  say, ten years, so that

the price- of the land would be paid, wiih
about five per cent. added.  If the land, as has
been proposed, were leased: at" sixpence an
acre, it would do away altogether with bond
Jfide cash purchasers; for no one would: buy
land at one pound an acre when he could lease
it at'two and a half per cent.  They would
always be able to borrow money at eight per
cent., and they would lease ingtead of buy ;
the consequence would be, that a very small
revenue would be derived from the sale of
land for 2 number of yedars.. Five shillings
an acre, with compound interest added, in'ten
years, would be equal to one pound an acre.
‘Where, then, is the adyantage of withholding
it from- sale?- To withhold the land from
sale until it fetches one pound an acre appears
to me just about-as.wise as it” would be - to
withhold " thesale of land in" the townships
until” it reached a high price.
as just to say . that the Government were
wrong - in selling landin South' Brisbane at
eight pounds an acre, or whatever it was sold
for, because 1% is'now worth' £500 or. £1,000.
With regard to .our public security, it-is
said, that if “we  reduce  the price of land
we  shall take - away the only: security: for,
the public debt. - Well, if so,—if theland
is'not' worth one pound-an acre, are we to
go-on-bhorrowing money on false’ pretences ?
1 say, the- sooner. we

It would be

e 3

put  things - straight

the better, and let the public creditor know .

Another
argument has:been adduced :"We were told
the other  day, by the honorable Secretary
for Lauds and ‘Works, that if we did not
vote a certain sum of money, there would be
30,000 people: thrown out' of employment.
Now, the honorable gentleman has told wus,

that we are not likely, for some time, atleast,

to enter upon any very important .works,
after those which are now in progress are
completed ;- and I should like to ask him what
we ave to: do:with: these men P - If.we can
offer them lands to settle upon, at a moderate
price, would not that be’a way of meeting
the difficulty, and keeping all this bone and
sinew in‘the colony, instead of allowing them
to: go away to the ofher  colonies  to be
employed upon works of a similar nature ?
As to the upset price of lands, I think they
might very well be classified, and that some
boundaries: should- be  defined,  and - that
certain lands worth one pound an acre should
only be alienated at that priee, but that other
lands of less value should be sold at a propor-
tionally lower rate. It comes:to this: that
unless some such scale  be "adopted there
will be no-lands sold at all in' some districts.
I shall not, sir, oppose the second reading of

this Bill, as I believe it may be considerably -

amended in committee.

Mr. SANDEMAN :- Sir—After all that has
been: said upon this important subject, T am
sorry to prolong the debate by speaking at

any length to the question before the House. -

But, sir,  when matters are discussed which
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50 largely affect both the present and: ‘the
future -of - this colony, it*is: impossible for
me' to be silent. I regret to  observe
that, inthe course of this' debate, the old
feeling of antagonism between the towns and
the Crown tenants has been  revived. It
would almost  appear “that- some honorable
members considered it a crime on;the part of
the representatives of the pastoral interests
to do their duty to their constituencies, We
are here,- sir, for the purpose. of defending
those interests, to the best of our ability ; and
because we have attempted to do so, we have
been taunted with imputations that we are
actuated by motives of a selfish -character.
I regret that so much has been said on:this
subject by certain honorable members: who,
I am sorry to see, make a point, whenever
questions are “introduced ‘into’ this - House
affecting the pastoral interests.of the colony,
<o retort upon honorable members who repre-
sent those interests in the way to which T
have alluded. It is a great pity, because it
tends':to foster a party. feeling which ought
not to attend the consideration” of a subject
of “such " general - importance. There  is: no
subjeet: that has assumed such an' important
bearing upon: the best interests of the coun-
try, or upon which' so much could be said as
on-this, and I feel that in approaching it-I
do so at great disadvantage, because I belong
to that section in this House who. represent
that unfortunately proseribed portion of the
body politic of the eountry;who are denouuced
as'caring for nothing but their. own peculiar’
interests. - The course which T have been
compelled to take during this session; I have:
taken, not from: choice, but of ‘necessity:
My opposition to- the present: Government
has been founded, not only upon their recent
railway policy, but upon their policy on: the
important question we are now discussing—a
question which I consider to be the pivot upon
which the. prosperity: of this country really
turns.” Doubtless, a great deal that is  irre-
levant to the question at issue has been said,
and if, in theqfew remarks which I think it
my duty to make,” I may diverge from the
strict line of debate; or may have to refer to
what has already been stated, I must claim
- the indulgence .of the House ; because, in
reference to this question, I happen to stand
in rather a peculiar position. ~As one of the
representatives of ‘pastoral constituencies, I
have been held  forth: to the public by a
section of ‘the press, as having taken a very
prominent part in it ; and I believe that the
opprobrium - whichhas been cast upon the
representatives. of ‘those constituencies - has
been' called forth by the distorted and per-
verted manner in which the real sentiments
entertained by those -honorable members
have been conveyed to the: country. ~ Sir, if
I had been in this country at the time the
original Land Acts were passed, and had had
the honor of a seat in this House, there are
many - provisions to. which I should have
objected. And having more recently had an
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opportunity of taking up  a position which
enables me to express my opinions upon.such
an important subject, -and 'of - acting .upon
those opinions; I have felt it -my ‘duty to
refer to many things which ought not to
have  taken place in the. past history of
the land question. "I believe that the out-
lying districts of " this - colony were never
searcely partially represented until the pass-
ing of  the . Additional Members Act, the
session before last.  Their interests were
never understood, and it -was: not  until, by
the exertions of the. pastoral members; tllat
a great deal of pressure was brought to bear
upon - the convictions of a certain: section of
of this House, that it was admitted to be; not
only - desirable, but- necessary, to represent
those districts. =~ Some time after that Act
came into operation, and’ a somewhat- fairer
representation had been introduced into this
ouse; it was found necessary to take action
to relieve the outlying  distriets. . On’ that
oceasion; the members representing pastoral
constituencies met “and  agreed - to  certain
resolutions of & general and: most important
nature, which were:laid ‘before’ the Govern-:
ment.  The Ministry did mnot, apparently,
concur fully -in the views which we. laid
before .them ; but we were. promised by the
honorable Secretary for Lands and Works
a comprehensive Land Bill. - We relied upon
that promise ; and to-the faith placed in that
promise, T-believe the Ministers were mainly
indebted, or:in a great measure indebted, for
the support which: enabled them to carry on
the  Government. But for that pledge, on
the part of the Government, action might
have been taken® which ‘would have: jeopar-
dized  their  position. - Relying upon' their
good - faith, “we  supported - them, and -we
expected this session’ that - their. promise
would - haye ‘been fulfilled:* But what has
been the result? - We find a Land  Bill
placed before us which—instead of being an
embodiment of  the “views~ we endeavored
to :lay “before the ' Government, -and  the
Government  promised to - entertain—is  a
mere. apology. for a Land Bill,:-and has
created nothing but disappointment. Dis-
satisfied, in the extreme, at:the breach of
good faith which had been perpetrated, the
members representing the: pastoral consti-
tuencies, generally, met. again this' session,
and passed certain resolutions, with which we
waited upon. the Minister for Lands and
‘Works. Special care. was taken that our
views should be reported, which was a matter
of great gratification to us, because there was. -
nothing in our views which we desired to
conceal : on the contrary, we wished.to make
them  as  public ‘as: possible. ~We: stated,
upon that oceasion, that - the meeting had
been hastily - got up, -but - that we were
prepared to modify our views, if ‘the sub-
Ject were: taken into. cousideration by the
Government in the way which we: proposed.
We' proposed. that a4 select committee of
this House should be appointed to inquire
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into, and. report wpon the whole question.
That proposition - was " favorably  received
by the Government, and the honorable the
Secretary for Lands and Works' stated upon
that ocecasion, that he thought, if the Bill
were - sent . to - a - commitbee, the  proposal
should: be made when the second reading
came on. We were' quite: prepared to bow
to, that' opinion, and we retired; believing
that that course would be followed.. = 'We
came . down to this ‘House, and that very
evening the committee was moved for by the
Secretary for Lands and Works, on the first
reading - of - the Bill,  notwithstanding - the
remonstrances made by honorable members,
to the effect that certain representatives of
pastoral -constituencies, who were deeply
interested in the question, being absent at
that time, it was only: fair ~and’just - to
postpone - the further . discussion  of = the
question, but we were compelled to submit to
the decision of the Government, who carried
their committee. Of that committee; I need
say  nothing, except that it was: one - most
tunworthy: to be appointed upon a question of
this kind. It was a committee composed: of
members . of “this  House, whose opinions
were -well ‘known' to. be  opposed . to the
pastoral - interests, and - the  views. which
their representatives - considered ' it ' their
duty ~touphold. = Tt was, in  faet, what
"is commonly  called - ““ a’'packed committee.”
The result. of 'that- unfair . treatment of
us, was - the - formation ~of - the ' present
opposition: to: the Government. = For: that
opposition, the Government have themselves
tothank.: Now, sir; a great deal has been said
with regard’ to- the resolutions: which' were
submitted ‘to' the Government, but nothing
- has been said about the modified resolutions;
and I beg to call the attention of the House
to the faet, that we, in our.proposition tothe
Government, stated that we were prepared to
modify: those resolutions. I have already
stated that they were drawn up hastily. 'We
stated that, on further consideration, we were
prepared to meet the Government. It was
certainly- fair that we should not-be the arbi-
trators on: this question, but that the whole
subjeet should be discussed, upoti the evidence
taken ;. the modified resolutions were of a
very different nature to those sent forth to
the public, and upon these we are prepared
to stand or fall. I will read a.few of them :—

That- the lessees of runs in the  above dis-
tricts shall be enabled: to-apply to have lands, niot
included in any reserves, put up for sale by public
- auction; in blocks of not'less than acres’ or
““exceeding acres, at - the' upset price of one
pound per-acre.’

That, at the expiration of from
the time of putting up for sale by auction” of any
such blocks,” any unsold blocks may be: required
to be again put up, as-aforesaid; at one half the
original  upset- price, and, in  every succeeding
period of , the same, or any then unsold
blocks; may " be  again’ required  to be put up,
as aforesaid; and in every such succeeding period
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of ,-the upset price shall be'reduced
by one half of the last preceding upset price, and
shall be put up for sale as aforesaid. ‘

“That all “improvements, :included ' in  lands
resumed by the Crown, shall be paid for at a price
to be determined by valuation.

“That all lands in agricultural reserves shall
be put-up for sale at auction, at-the upset price of
five shillings per acre, and when purchased, shall
be fenced . in - within two ‘years from  the date of
the purchase. ‘

““That the lessee: of :any run shall be allowed
to- purchase six hundred and forty acres round

- his head station, if the run:shall be resumed;: at

the: original® price fixed  under ' the pre-emptive
right system, namely, onepound per acre without
competition.

“That reserves sufficient  for public: require-
ments: shall- be made in every district, but no
proposed - reserves: shall - be  proclaimed if both
Houses concur in’objecting. .

““ That all new leases shall be granted for a period
qotiless thanfourteen years.

¢ That all lands held under the above leases
shall be subject to be rve-valued every five years.”’
‘We have been charged with wishing t6 obtain
the extension:of leases at the original rates
we are now payihg; whereas, if the truth had
been put forth to the publie,it would be found
that 'we did not wish the Iands tobe put up at
the present: rates, but: at -whatever value
might be considered - fair.” - And, further, as
regarded “the éxtension of the leases; we
proposed—-

“That in revaluing such lands allowance shall

‘be made in respect of. improvements. made upon
the same, purchases of any portions of the same,
and reserves taken out of the same.”
These are some of the modifications which
we proposed to make in-our: original resolu-
tions.  In a-former debate I was. taunted in
a very unbecoming manner by .a section of
the press and by certain honorable members
of this House.  Motives of ‘amost unworthy
nature have  been  imputed . to me: for my
action in~ -the land question, and, although
not by name, I was referred to by the honor-
able: member for Ipswich, Dr.: Challinor, in
that debate, to-the following effect :—

“T'may be perniitted: to: refer to. a report—
which: might come:under the consideration of ‘the
House, .if any extension is asked: for of the five
years’ leases—that "a- gentleman ho.ding - large
squatting properties  in- Queensland: has sold-a
station conditionally upon the fourteen - years’
leases being granted. I am not prepared: to say
whether the condition affected the price to be paid
for it, or whether it affected:the fulfilment of the
terms, either as & premium: o be paid for carrying
out the contract or otherwise. 1 am not prepared
to'say that it is true, but' I am prepared to say
that:it is reported to be 0.

‘When' -that  honorable  member - was, very
properly, taken to -task by the: honorable
member for Maryborough; for the unworthy
imputation implied, he attempted. to’ evade
the question by saying— :

“T never said that any member of this House
had sold his: station under. such’ circumstances.
T simply stated that such a . rumor existed.”
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Now, sir, the honorable the Colonial: Secre-
tary, in reference to “the report,” was heard
to exclaim; “ It .is true.” I was very much
surprised -to hear- that honorable  member
make that - declaration; because I haye no
hesitation in - declaring it “to be - utterly
without foundation.” - If the honorable the

. Colonial Secretary were as consistent in
the views which he entertains on this question
as' I have been it would be well for him.
He has entertained views.in reference to the

“subject-we are now discussing, which are not
consistent with the course he is now. taking.
I recollect, in- reference to’ the question”of
feneing, that the honorable member consulted
me as to my opinion and experience- in 1863,
.and I may ‘be allowed to quote from a letter
on: this subject, in which he says—

¢:1f all one hears is correct, the cost; let alone
the necessity, of buying the land, or getting.: .o
longer term, -would  be amply repaid by the

;diminished cost and increased receipts.”
And again-—

“T quite agree with you that some  systematic
plan of fencing in land. must improve: our runs
and make them carry much more stock.”

In reply to that, I remarked :—

“I have not'a doubt in my own mind, that by a
system  of fencing, country that'is now unfit for
sheep, would be redeemed and made  thoroughly
productive . as: sheep country,~-for abundant evi-
dence.could be produced:to shew that-country in
Victoria worse than the average-in’ the. districts
of “Moreton, ~which - was - untenable -as - ‘a-sheep
country “before: fencing, “is-now -worked  under
fencing with sheep: to a profitable result.  The
whole or nearly so of the Moreton Distriet- could
be made productive as -a sheep: country  under
fencing, But to induce the public to incur such an
expense,. an-increased ' tenure with the right of
pre-emptive purchase over a portion, at least, of
each run-would be necessary. - In Victoria, people
who fence have purchased largely.

“ I believe a renewal of the: pre-emptive right
would attract. capital both from Vietoria and the
mother country:; and -we must keep pace with
other colonies. - Look: at Western Australia” on
their newly discovered first-class pastoral country,
granting fourteen years’ leases at a merely nominal
rent with- a pre-emptive vight at ten shillings;
.and South Australia is- following suit ;" and her
northern - Australian: regulations, when' declared,
will be even more liberal; to enable her to compete
with the other new colonies.”

T quote these ‘remarks to shew: that my

opinions-on the subject in 1863 ‘were per-

fectly consistent with what I now advocate.
Therefore; - thus- to charge me- with " being
inconsistent with what I have advocated; or
being actuated by merely " selfish - views, is
perfectly -unwarrantable on ‘the part of any
honorable members: of - this. House. My
honorable friend, ~ the .Colonial Secretary,
has, - in-‘the course of  this debate, been
pleased to allude to me,~he has: taunted
me  with  Deing - the * head-centre - of - dis-
content.  Discontent! - 'With  what?: - Dis-
content with = abuses - which ' exist in “our
land system, retarding the progress of the

.
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country, and  injuring its’position, not only
internally, but' in ‘the eyes - of the: other
colonies. I thank the honorable member for
the compliment he has' paid me ;- for I think
it-'a - high - distinetion, with such: influences

< to - contend against, to be  charged with
~advocating the true interests of this colony,—

for we know that unless the pastoral interest
be upheld, the colony cannot progress. What
has made this colony P - Nothing but its pro-
ducing interest.. - We havé no other producing
interest at present but the pastoral. - 'We may
have hereafter, but I' fear very much’ that,
unless ~we: place - the * small = capitalist  in
the position’ of  purchasing land:at such a
rate that he can’ combine agriculture: with
grazing, ~we . shall “never have -any- other
producing interest. but the pastoral. My~
great desire is to see another state of things
in this country. My belief is, that-we shall
be able to introduce :another class of settlers
in - this: eolony, if we enable the small capi-
talist to invest his money in land: with profit.
At present it is impossible . for  the - small
capitalist to do anything: with his capital in
the purchase of land.:- Tt is lamentable to see
the wretched results  of - those who have
invested their capital in land for agricultural
purposes at one pound an’ acre. -They have
found that the result: is atbended. with loss
and ruin-to themselves: - I think that for the
Government to induce the poor man, who is
so.often: quoted, to invest his money at-one
pound an acre in land which is. utterly unfit
for the purposes of agriculture, is to obtain
maney under false pretences.  The country
will' never be in a prosperous condition’ until
we alter our system, and. reduce the price of
land to a rate at which the agriculturist may
be enabled to support himself; and the only
way we can do so, is by reducing itto
such a-rate as will enable the small capitalist
tocombine  agriculture with' grazing.. “We
very  well " know - that “in - the  mother
country,” especially: in' modern times, if any
one  attempted . to - conduct' farming: opera-
tions without & combination - of - grazing
with agriculture,: it- would be absurd to hope
to obtain a profit at all commensurate with
the- capital 1nvested; “and in a colony like
this, where the climate is so uncertain, how
much more necessary that we should combine
grazing with. agriculture P ~ How can we do
so, if we keep up-the price of land at one
pound an acre? - How can an agriculturist of
small, or even moderate means, obtain, at that
price, sufficient land to graze as well as-culti-
vate £ 'With regard to the leasing clause
which “has - been" spoken of ‘in this debate,
there i a strong feeling in favor:of  it,
evidently, outside this House.

The SECRETARY FOR LANDS AND: WORKS :

~ And. inside, too.

Myr. SanpEmMaN: The honorable’ member
‘Well, I haveno
objection to a leasing clause.” I am quite
prepared to see a leasing clause introduced
mto the Bill' now before the House ; but is
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it not better to enable the small capitalist to
purchase his®land at five shillings: an-acre,
than:to 1 it at even one shilling an acre ?
Those who have been Held up to the animad-
“version of the country, will eventually be found
to0 be the poor man’s friends.  This has been
made purely a pastoral question. It is not. T
quite “agree with those honorable members
who have stated.that there*are very few of
the pastoral tenants in the outside districts
who are likely to purchase an acre of their
land ; but because there. are some who may
desire to.do so, we are taunted with: taking up
the views of that class: alone. . But we take a
wider view of the.question, and we believe
that unless some great alteration be made in
the land laws; this colony never can progress.
‘And looking at one of the great subjects con-
nected with this question, namely,  that. of

immigration;, it is not necessary for me o tell -

honorable ' members . of the state into which
we have fallen on that subject. - It has been
much discussed in- this” House, and. will: be

still - more discussed: before this session is

ended.  “We have tried our system of immi-
gration, ‘and  have found 1t very- faulty.
There ‘13 not an:honorable member: of this
house whois prepared to- uphold it.. "We
are.obtaining a:class of immigrants who' are
unfit for the purposes for- which we require
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them.  Ithas been said by several honorable:

members- of this “House; -that many of - the

immigrants are a disgrace o the community.
That 15 not the: class of immigrants:that we
require in this colony. - Allusions have been
made to. an under-current of discontent and
disappointment at work between " the immi-
grants here and their friends at home. " No
doubt, that is one of the elements.of preju-
dice * operating - against - this’ colony ;—and,
I believe that; unless we-hold out a. greater
inducement than that: of a free passage; we
shall' not.obtain a better: class. of immigrants
in this eountry. - How can we: expect immi-
grants to come bere, when they can go to
America and Canada, so much nearer home,
and where they can obtain some of the finest
land in the world at from:one shilling and
sixpence to five shillings an acre? . How can
we - expect them to come: sixteen thousand
- miles, to purchase oursat one pound an aere?
—lands, moreover, which are not -equal to
those on the banks of the Mississippi. - How
can we expect $0. get: a better class of immi-
grants than we are getting at present P

The SECRETARY FOR LaNDS AND WORKS:
‘We have them already.

Mr. SaxpEMAN :- The honorable. member
says—* We have them'already,” but how, I
ask; shall we continue to get them;under the
present system ?

The SECRETARY FOR
By the land orders.

Mr. Saxpeman :-The honorable member,
the Colonial Secretary, has taunted me with
having been a head-centre—a prime mover
in this important question. - I beg to return
him the retort courteous; and to tell him

Lanps axD WORKS :
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that heis' the head-centre of obstruction.
He:is the clog on' the Government wheels,
which  do not indeed- require the drag of
obstruetiveness to retard their present up-
hill eourse. - I trust the honorable member
will ‘not think I am’ at all personal in the
remarks: I am making. - He stands convicted
upon his own statement.  In his speech upon
this subject, in a former debate, he says :—

“ Now what would be the effect of reducing the
lands  to five shillings ‘an acre at present? ‘A
large quantity of land has been- sold at the usual
upset: price,  and to  reduce the upset: price -of
Crown lands to five shillings an acre, would bein
effect to reduce: the value of those: lands” already
alienated by three-fourths of their original value.
That-is a fact. which: should be taken info: con~
sideration.” :
‘With all deference to: the honorable mem-
ber; it is not. &' fact ‘but a fallacy.” By
reducing - the price of - our. lands, instead
of reducing their value, we are adding to if;
because, by reducing the price, - we .are
attracting population of such a class and to
such’ an' extent, in: eonjunction with a free
passage, as to give all the lands of the: colony
a greatly inereased value. - I may say that it1s
the only way of attracting a population:of
the proper: class.  Of what- value:are our
lands: to - us, -without population 2 The
honorable member further says :— :

 Again; honorable members should - remember
that' if ‘we reduco:the price- of land, one of the
prineipal - effects  will" be " .to' give ‘rise  to a
large amount of “speculation and  jobbery ;  and

i~‘that. is one of: the evils that all: governments have

to guard against in: anything they do: in relation
to the lands: of ‘the country. "There is another
objection which occurs to me, but which I have
not ' yet heard  touched upon; and that is the
effect such a reduction: as that proposed would
have upon our eredit at- home.. What" will the
public creditor think of it ?—and how can we go:
mto . the market for. further loans, with : any
chance of success, if the public creditors are told
that we have: reduced their security at one swoop
by three-fourths of its value P The application of
this principle has been so: far departed from, that
the proposal, it-is now suggested, should not take

~“effect in - the ‘southern, but  only in the northern,

portions of the. ecolony.. Now, I do: not see any:
good - reason  for making' this. difference, - except

that in the north  there arve no vested interests

but even so, I do not see why the price of land

should-be five shillings - in one part of the colony,

and’.four times  that. price in - another part of
the colony.  In this view I may state that I do

not agree with all my' colleagues; at the  present

time I do not see it.” :

Exactly, siv; what I have said.. The honor-
able member does not see-it. " He sees no
necessity for any change : and I fear that,
instead of advancing, he is prepared o stand

- still, and, as a member of the Government, to

be a culpable example of the axiom—“Non
progredi, est regreds.””” Now the honorable
member: finds  members - on ‘this’ side of the
House are really in earnest in the views they
entertain, I trust that he will not-hold out
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in ‘his- objection to" the strong arguments
which' have been adduced, in reference to the
price of land.' Let those who wish to pur-
chase their: pastoral lands, do so. I, for one,
agree with-many honorable members, that it
is better to- rent lands for purely pastoral
purposes than-to buy them. For it would
require -a very low rate indeed, to. justify
the pastoral occupant in paying for his land
at all. Tt is not one of the views which T
hold wpon ' this subject, and, therefore, T
say, let those who wish to obtain the fee-
simple’ of their-land do so. “To' have the
power of - doing = 80 would, doubtless, " as
regards the lands, in general, have a bene-
ficial - effect upon “the  country; it would
be the means of introducing - capital, and
enabling -and - justifying - those  who  take
up their abode permanently in this colony
to improve their property ; and the reduc-
tion inthe price would, upon  the whole,
benefit the country- at large.  There’is one
objection to' this Bill,"which I cannot avoid
expressing -my opinion  upon; it is that - of
commonage. -~ This ‘is: a  subject of - great
importance to the inhabitants of towns, who
should ‘be liberally dealt with. T should be
~one -of: the ‘last to  prevent them  from
obtaining “anything “they - are entitled  to;
but, indoing: ‘so, I would ask why, while
doing . the - ubmost = justice  to = them, act
unjustly to' others:?  Why seriously  injure
existing  interests; without benefiting: any
- portion  of  the " community; for: 'a merely
theoretical -and Utopian object. I-fear that

thisidea has been thrown out for political and " |

ultra-popular. purposes, and T cannot avoid
the idea that it has proceeded merely from a
desire to. cater for popular opinion. I am
not one of those who ignore popular opinion
but-T do object to the results to which this
Actwould lead. “We are introducing into this
Act clauses from the Actof Vietoria, a colony
which is'in & position utterly dissimilar from
ours—a colony with. a population of 700,000,
and an area of 90,000 square miles, while: we
have in Queensland apopulationof only 85,000,
with an area of 576,000 square miles.” Now,
sir, T-would ask if the objections, which have
been urged by honorable members of this
House, to class legislation, is not here carried
outto an extreme P It is not at allnecessary to
drag a scheme, which may be required m a
colony- like “Vietoria, where the population
is in-such a vast disproportion fo the acreage,
into: a Bill to provide for the requivements of a
colony, where the' very opposite prevails. T
think that the question of commonage would
be best dealt with in a separate measure. T
believe, in the management of ecommons; that
of ‘the’ corporations of the towns should. be
the best ;- at least: T believe the corporations,
under proper regulations, are the best cus-
todians of the interests” of their Téspective
townships.

The SrcEerarRY FOR LanDs AND WoORKS :
They have not been, hitherto. =

Mr. SanxpeMaN : Now, siv, with regard to
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ment, which has
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the formation of ~rteserves, I . can’ see mno
objection to the Executive having a certain
diseretionary power as .to-the proclamation
of “reserves,  but ‘thére should be a limit.
Under a corrupt and despotic Ministry, the
consequences might be most serious.”" Look
at - Vietoria—%t0 my certain’ knowledge the
Minister for Lands-there was heard fo say,

during the" late ~elections,  that he hoped to

see the day, within - three years, when there
would not ‘be 'a-squatter alive in Victoria.
He meant, of course, that the system would
be dead.  Even in New. South Wales,
under the - extremely liberal ‘Land “Act of
Mcr. Robertson, so- often quoted, it is: pro-
vided, with regard to reserves—

“ That: within one ' month 'should: Parljiament
then 'be~in-gession . and otherwise within one
month after . the  commencement - of the next
ensuing session of ‘Parliament there shall be laid
Fefore both Houses of Parliament an’ abstract of
all-such declarations.”

That- iy -one ' of “the propositions, in-fact;
which we have placed before. the Govern-
led " to ' so much  dis-
torted: comment  in" the' press- of . this .
colony. And, sir, with regard to ourselves,
if the  honorable - member, the - Minister for
Lands and Works, requires any ' further
argument.on this matter, I would refer him
to his ‘own: opinion'—I' would remind him :
again of ‘what he himself has stated on: this
subject. In speaking upon the Bill——

The SEcrETARY FOR LiANDS AND WORKS :
‘What date :

Mr. Sanpzman:- The 28th of ‘August,
1860. In speaking on the Crown- Lands
Alienation Bill, the honorable member said-—

“The - Bill proposed. to place: too much power
in:-the hands of the Executive, in : granting it
authority to proclaim what lands shall be reserved
from the operation:of the auction system. = It
was not caleulated to: promote immigration, and
consequently it was not calculated to promote the:
settlement of the country.”

The honorable member.did not then: object to:
the- auction  system,: but- now he is only
partially in. favor of -it. :

The SECRETARY FOR LANDS AND WORKS :
The one has no connection with the other.

Mr. SanpEMAN @ Lwill refer to the opinion
of ‘another gentleman on’ this subject. I
find that Mr. Jordan, who-has been so often
quoted in" this House, andwho propounded
our: immigration system, considered it was
an essential part of the subject that the Jands
should be reduced in price, and he denounced
the Wakefield system in thé following terms :

¢ Three or four hundred thousand people every
year must ' go- somewhere ; with: proper. induce-
ment they would rather come here than go:to
America, but they left their own land to.become
land-holders. - There was an intense desire among
the class spoken of to possess land.  Tell them to
come to.Queensland, and work till they had saved
money enough o buy a farm at one pound an
acre, they would reply “No, we are going to
America, where .they sell it at five shillings.” - It
was an absurdity to. suppose that: poor people. of
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this sort, wanting to emigrate, would be willing to
travel 12,000 miles further to give us twenty
shillings for lands, when they could purthase the
same commodity at'a nearer market for five.”

My honorable colleague, Mr. Royds, has

already quoted the opinion of the honorable

the Mmister for Lands and Works.

The SEcRETARY For LianDs AND WORKS:
Read the whole of it.

Mz, Saxprman: It would be only wasting
the time of the House. He also referred to
the opinions of the honorable the Attorney-
General, ‘but there was one extract which
1 am not certain he quoted— .

¢TIt had-been said; on the: other hand, that the
land would: fetch: ‘one pound; but he would ask,
wasg it at all likely ‘that people would give ‘one
pound for land here, while they could get it else-
where for five shillings? ”

The honorable member for South ‘Brishane,
Mcr. Stephens, appeared to approve of the
present upset.price of land.  Still T find
that, at. the great 'meeting, which fook
place in 1860, ‘when this subject was so
much discussed; he was the gentleman’who

. moved the adoption of the petition to. the

 Assembly—and if the House will permit me,

T will just read oneor two of the clauses of

‘that petition :

¢ That your petitioners having anticipated with
some degree of: confidence ‘o liberal scheme: for
the alienation of the Crown lands of fhe colony,
beg most respectfully to express to your honorable

House their great disappomtment at the Bill now.
before your honorable House; entitled ¢ A Bill

to provide for. the alienation of Crown'lands,”
and also: their unequivocal condemnation of that
portion of it which provides: that the upset price
of Crown lands shall be one pound per acre.

‘¢ That-your petitioners are unwilling to believe
that your honorable House can be indifferent to
the great claims that the agriculture of a country
has upon the Government thereof for its fostering
care in the early periods of its development; and
while your petitioners would disclaim all intention
of asking for protection of any. description for the
agricultural interests,  yet  they ' venture most

respectfully: to'submit toyour honorable House; |

that in’ order -to encourage  agriculture, and  to
make it a great, prosperous, and permanent interest
in this colony; Queensland must be made attractive
as a-field of emigration to English: agrieulturists,

- who, by their skill and capital, would soon convert

the present barren and  unprofitable wilderness
into a fruitful field ; and your petitioners further
submit that, to accomplish ‘this most desirable end,
it is absolutely mnecessary that the upset price of
land should: 'be reduced to-five shillings withoub
auction, occupation the sole condition; in order to
enable- this colony, with any prospect of success,
to compete with: Canada and New Zealand, in" the
great emigration market

“That your petitioners: earnestly ‘and: most
respectfully solicit your honorable House to take
the premises into favorable consideration, and to

devise and adopt such a'scheme for the alienation.

of Crown' lands; as shall tend to inspire confidence
in the mind of ' the British ‘emigrans, that his
hopes of obtaining ‘a cheap freehold in  Australia
: 3B : :
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can be easily realised in Queensland; and that such
hopes are no longer blasted by a'land system
which islittle ‘better than a cruel mockery, and

& -sham.”

That petition was proposed at the mé_eting
by the honorable member for South Brisbane,
who, in the course of his speech, said—

“He would say nothing about the upset price;
as: that had . been’ discussed ; ‘but it: made no
difference whether it -was 'a: pound o¥ a penny,"if
they could not get-hold of the land at all.” :

No: doubt the honorable member may have
had oceasion to alter his: views since that
time. - But T think it is right honorable
members should be reminded that they once
expressed. these opinions; and, unless they
can shew some strong grounds for thewr
change of opinion, they must be amenable to
the: charge of inconsistency. T ‘hope the
time may come when that honorable gentle-
man. will give some stronger reason than he
has given for his change of opinion. T find,
by the remarks in the public journals at the
time referred to, that agriculture had been a
failure’; and. to ‘a very great extent, the
same’ hag been found to be the result up
to the present time. ~And, as 1 said
before, unless we can combine agrieulture
with grazing, we are obtaining money under

_false pretences, by selling our lands for

purely agricultural purposes. T have already
referred to the population of the colony, and
I find that, with a population of 85,000 souls,
our: expenditure - amounts to the: enormous
sum: of £618,000, which is® equivalent to a

" charge of £8 9s. 8d. per head on the popula-

tion. Thatmeludes interest onghe debt. This
disproportion of expenditure to population
must result in an inerease of taxation, and T
think we should. find it: the most prudent
course, to reduce our large deb#, by alienating
a large portion: of “the Crown lands. To .
do so ‘atone  pound an acre is out of the
question.  The only way in- which we"
can do -so, 1§ by reducing the price; and by
offering them ‘at a low price, I think we
should produece such'a result, that we might
perhaps be justified in instituting a moderate
land tax, by ‘which we should be enabled to
apportion taxation in"a. far more equitable
and lenient way than T fear we shall find it
necessary to do, if -we go on as’ we are now
going. I believe that if ‘we had had an
opportunity of placing this question before
a -select ' committee, * properly - and . fairly
appointed, we should have saved ourselves a
great- deal of “discussion. My opinion is,
that this would be the most desirable method
to adopt, with regard to questions involving
such important consequences as this involves.
I am prepared to. move, even now, that this
question be referred to a seléct committee,
but will withdraw the amendment, if it be
contrary to-the opinion of the House; but I
shall ' move it.at all events, in order to give
honorable members an opportunity of express-
ing their opinion upon points which may have
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been overlooked. I trust, whatever may be
the issue, we shall arrive at a result which
will - be  conducive; ‘under Providence, to
the best interests of the country. I now beg
to move that this Bill be referred to a select
committee.

The SECRETARY FOR LianDs ‘AND WORES :
Honorable members: can say what they have
to say in committee.

Mzr. SanpEMAN . If it be the opinion: of
the House that the amendment should not
be put, I will withdraw it.

Mr. Frrzstmmons: “Can  the
member withdraw it ?

honorable

The SpEAXER : My own opinion is, that it -

is not competent for the amendment ta be
ut. :
The Bill was then read a second time:
The SECRETARY FOR LANDS AND WORKS:
- In proposing the committal of the Bill on
. Thursday next, it is necessary that T should
call the attention of honorable members who
" intend to move amendments to the advisability
of getting their amendments printed and eir-
culated as soon as possible. T proposeto take
- the committal of the Bill on' Thursday week.
I am prepared to shadow forth to the House
the amendments which I shall be prepared,
on the part of ‘the Government, to submit in
committee. - I'should have been prepared to
do so before the second reading, but 1f T had
done so;according tothe Standing Orders of
the House, I should have been compelled to
refer to some remarks which have been made
in the course of the debate. I now submit

- them to the House in order that honorable

members may have time to consider them.
The first is 1n reference ‘to the land order
system, and I propose-to make all land orders
transferable, like bills of exchange; so long
as the -present system continues in"foree.
The second amendment has an intimate con-
nection with the present Bill, and refers to
+'the mode  of taking up land. I do not
propose: in- my amendment to_recognise any
other upset price than' twenty 'shillings an
acre; but I propose to:adopt a course which
I am satisfied will conduce to the settlement
of an industrious; enterprising, and, I trust,
a virtuous, population. T propose that in all
cases after land has ‘been ~once offered by
auction, and has passed the hammer without
sale;-to lease it for eight years at half-a-crown
- an acre, with a right of  pre-emption by
paying up the difference between that amount
and the one pound per acre. - By that means
the price of the land will be realized, and we
shall - give  encouragement to -industrious
settlers. - In - applying - that - principle to
country lands, T do not propose any condition
_whatever.But on the principle that ¢ What
ig sance forthe goose is sauce for the gander,”
I propose- that the same system -shall be
applied: to the -agricultural reserves;  and
that when once land  has ‘been thrown open
to: selection and not  purchased, it may be
Jeased for a.term of eight years, with a right
of pre-emption (subject to. the conditions) at
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any time: T propose these amendments, and
I trust that honorable members will give
them their careful consideration. ’

The House then adjourned.





