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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
T]mrsdwy, 10 May, 1866.
Crown Lands Sale Bill,
CROWN LANDS SALE BILL.
The Minister For LianDs axD WORKS

moved the second reading of ““ a Bill to repeal
. the laws now in force respecting the disposal

and alienation of Crown Lands, and to make
other provisions in lieu thereof,” and in doing
so said : In moving the second reading of
this Bill, I will begin by observing that there
can be no subject of greater importance for
the people of this colony to consider than
the alienation of the public lands, and there
is no subjectwhich has in any of the Australian
colonies been more canvassed in the press—
has elicited more varied opinions, or created
a greater amount of warmth in the public
mind. It was, on a former evening, observed
by an honorable member of this House, that
whatever question was introduced here in
reference to the alienation of land should be
a final one. Now it would be a matter of
great convenience if, after all the discussion
we have heard of in the neighboring colonies,
we could deal with this question in a manner
that could be regarded as final. But I am
not prepared to deal with it as a measure of
finahty. Nor am I prepared to deal with it
in such way, because, if the House was com-
pelled to deal with it in that way. it might
be by a mode that would not be pleasing to
all parties. The character which the legis-
lation of this colony with regard to the public -
lands may be said to bear is, that of affording

the means of settlement to all parties who

desire to cultivate the soil, without interfering,

except to the slightest extent, with any other

interest in the eolony. While in New South

‘Wales free selection is permitted to roam
over the country at large, and while in

Victoria the leases of whole districts have

been swept away, and the lands committed

to the charge of those who are hest able and



o

. best pr’epared‘ to cultivate and pay for them, |

we have not hitherto attained such a descrip-
_ tion of finality. As I have already stated,
the great object of our land laws has been
to provide settlement—+to provide settlement
to a limited extent, without interfering with

_ the pastoral interests of the colony: Ourlegis-

lation has been of a conservative character.
~ We have been desivous of conserving our
lands, and of affording every accommodation
to the pastoral tenants consistent with what
- must be regarded as the ultimate object in
. dealing with those lands. To that cireum-
stance do I attribute the: existence and the
_ patting forth of certain propositions on a
_ rocent occasion by some honorable members
- of this House on the subject of the land laws
—propositions .which appear in an official
~ form in the hands of the Grovernment; and
to which it is my. intention very briefly to
refer.
understood, and in order that T may distinetly

put before the House the question of the

alienation of the Orown lands; as it has been
. proposed by certain honorable members of

_ this House, who have adopted the principles
to which T refer, and who have bound them-

selves down to see that those principles are
made law, I shall take the opportunity of
referring to one or two of them. I find that
the third proposition is as follows:— -

¢ That the said reserves for each successive year

shall be submitted for approval to both Houses of.
_the Legislature during each session of Parliament

previous to such reservation being proclaimed in
_ the Governmemt Gozette 5 S
~ And the fourth is— o , .

“ That all Crown lands nof so reserved shall be
put up to public auction, on the application of
the lessee thereof only, who shall have power to
apply for any porticn of his run to be so put up

- an blocks of not less than six liundred and forty
acres.’” . '
The seventh 1s as follows -— .

“ That the whole of the Crown lands of the
colony shall be put up to public auction atan

_ upset price, to he decided upon by a joint com-

nittee of both Houses of the Tegislature, to be
selected by ballot ; but which upset price shall
in no case exceed five shillings per acve, excepting
town and suburban' lands; and: shall ‘be knocked

. _ down to the highest: bidder, who. shall ‘also pay

the fees of survey thereof.”’

Of course, by this last clause the land might
. be put up at two shillings and sixpence; or
even one shilling an acre.. Now, I would
__simply observe that a measure embodying
- those primeciples might be recognised as a

 final one. ‘There is no doubt that it would

be justly entitled to that designation ; but it
. would be a final measure of confiseation and
injustice. I have stated that it would be
_quite possible to embody those principles in
. a Bill, but if they were embodied in any

- measure passing through this House T should
like to know how long suech a measure would
~ hold good ? Would such a measure meet
__with the approbation of the electors of this
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In order that I may more clearly be

colony? Would not the public mind and

opinion of thinking men stand forth and
demand, through their representatives, an
alteration of such a law before 1t was in
existence a month? There is no principle

more clearly recognised than this; that all
unjust and one-sided laws must ultimately

cause are-action, the strength of which would
at least be equal to the injustice mflicted. T
do not wish to occupy the time of the House
by going at length into those principles,

‘but at the same time T feel that T cannot do

justice fo the subject that is now occupying
the attention of the House; nor can [ do
Jjustice to my own position in connection with
this: Bill, unless: I make a few observations
on this subject. It iy worthy of obser-
vation, that those principles do not include,
and are not intended to include; either town
or suburban lands. The Government are to
be at perfect liberty to deal with the
thousands, ‘and to take from their pockets
even to the last sixpence; and for town and
country lands, to take from the purchaser
even to an extent that may preclude him,
from the actual absence of means; from pur-
chasing country lands at all. The first part
in those principles, to. which I would desire
to call the attention of the House, is that
portion of them where it is distinetly laid
down that no portion of any run is to be
interfered with; or sold, without the consent

“of the lessee. Now, as this principle actually

goes to the root of the whole system of
reserves, I must be pardoned for occupying
the time of the House for a few moments in
dealing with that part of the question. T
find, m looking at the Orders in Council
under which thé pastoral lands of the colony
were oricinally leased, that those lands were
Teased simply for grazing purposes, and for
no other; and mot only under those Orders
in Council was the Governor of New South

Wales aithorised to make reserves, —and

not only did he make reserves; to which many
could testify-—but under the ninth clause of
the second chapter, he was authorised to
enter on the runs, znd to make grants of
land  for about twenty different purposes
mentioned in the clause; andto make grants

- otherwise for facilitating the improvement

and seftlement of the colony. Now, I
would observe that I do think the lease-
holders: aré not very much complimented
by the clause to which I have referred.
I should certainly not have said that
their occupation of the lands was not
calculated to facilitate the settlement of the
country; but it is clear that the clause to
which I have alluded did not recognise therr
occupation at all as conducing to the settle-

ment of the country. Tt was by the Lands

Alienation Act of 1860 that the Governor,

with the advice and consent of his Executive

Council, was fully empowered to make

reserves. I remember very well some honor-
able members who supported the measure
to which 1 yefer, and who are now in the




cing to the

Tam

5 1gly olad to hear those cheers, and 1
___hope bhonorable members will be able to

repeat them when I have finished. Now [
_ find that under the Agricultural Regerves
 Act, passed in 1863, it is declared in the
. second clause that— . -

pared to go out.  (Cheers).

ice of the Executive Council by proclamation
blished from time in the Government Gazette
define and set apart for agricultural occupation
‘ ch lands as may be deemed expedient and the
said lands shall be denominated  agricultural
- peseryes;” ' | - , '
I think, in the face of these Acts, it is
scarcely to be argued for a moment, that
the power which the Government have

oal charaeter; and it can searcely be pre-

. tended that it is not a power that has existed
_ from the origin of the oceupation of the runs. |

. _But while 1t has been a power that has been
__frequently exercised, it seems to me an

portion of the party who have agreed to the
rinciples in the resolutions I have read. It

in intending to afford to the cultivators of the
oil a share of the lands or they were not.

datetoget possession of those areas altogether.
ent 1n substibtution of free selection, for it
seless to conceal the fact, and it1s useless

’ ,‘érrany,gement, it either could, or can now,
possible to stem the current of the public

_ settlers for the cultivation of the soil. The
_ System of agricultural reserves, as it had

been worked in thiscolony, had also received

 the commendation of other eolonies. In
- New South Wales we have no less an

¢ as an authority on the subjeet, in holding
orth our system of agricultural reserves as

mitated by that colony. = The agricultaral

given rise to some comments. As many hon-
_orable members were aware, those reserves

rict ; and 1t was land which, at the last land
ale, was sold to the last lot. The Agricultural
Reserves Selector’s report has, T believe,
Iso given umbrage to some parties. I can-
X '

It shall be lawful for fhef Glovernor with thé

ither their support of fhe measure was
iven disinterestedly, or was meantasa cover |
under which'they might be enabled at a future

w, the arrangement that took place in

863 1 have always regarded as an arrange.

. think that, under any selfish or class

G;Sextﬁés in the Darling Downs District had

tained =ome of the best land in the dis-

| , sé‘ga#ﬁd to the |
t they were well aware that as
s of settlement procecded they

’ hitherto exercised has not been a powerof a

__extraordinary eircumstance that those honor-
le members who, in 1863, supported the |
clauses of the Acvicultural Reserves Act, to
which T have just referred, should now form

emstomethat, in agreeing to the Actof 1863, |
108e honorable members either were sincere

1and for the occupation of the land by

uthority than Mr.John Hay, whom, I have |
_ no doubt, all honorable members will recog-

del system—as one worthy of being

1ot heip]_tha,t; but I think the coﬁniry
will agree with me m saying that that officer
is deserving the thanks of the country for

 first granted under the Orders in Council up

. reserves are to be made until those reserve

_functions, and have therefore no business to

_be substituted for a respousible Minist

giving the Government information that will
enable them to put their hands at any
timé on good lands for agrieultural set-
tlement, in suitable positions. = When [
vecollect that, from the time when leases were

to the present moment, those lands have only

been held for grazing purposes, I am induced

to ask under what principle of right 1t is

_contended that the proprietors of the soil

shonld not be permitted to enter on the land
and to sell it as fthe circumstances of the
country demand? The proposition that

would preclude the Government from doing
as they have hitherto done, in proclaimin

agricultural areas where they ought to exist,
would be an outrage, it appears to mo, on the
lowest intelligence; and if it were passed
into law to-morrow, it would not hold good
for a month. But we are told that

have been approved of by both Houses of
Parliament. Now, the latter part of this
sentence is the much more important one of
the two. It strikes af the root of responsible
Government ; for if the members of the Gov-
ernment who are responsible to this House
are not capable of determining upon the
reports of qualified officers where reserves
should be, then they arve not competent to
discharge much higher and more important

be in office. But what, after all, is th’e’ sub-
stitute that is proposed——what is proposed to

There can be no doubt that the author of th
clause would be a oreat admirer of the nomi-
nee or irresponsible system of government,
1 want the House to know what is the
substitute proposed. It 1s this- -that the
powers exercised by the Ministry of the day
ave to be transferred, and are to be vested,
not in this House, but in the Legislative

 Couneil ; because it would be in vain for this .
_House to assent to agricultural areas if th

Liogislative Council were to say fne
Tt seems to me that the position to which

we should be reduced would be this —
- that all responsible autherity would be trans-
ferred to a body of nominees who are respon-
sible to no one. T have considered the whole

policy, both of the Government and of this
ouse, with regard to the agricultural aveas,
in every phase, and t0 my mind it appears we
have but one course to pursue—either we
must support the present system of a ”
tural areas, and keep before the country a
sufficient quantity of good land for oecupa-

_tion, or be compélled to adopt free selection
_throughout the colony. T preferthe former,

and in doing so 1 have no hesitation in
declaring that the public mind will [
satisfied unless the administration o
lands is condueted through a body res
sible to this House. -




Mr.
. the resolutions. .
_ The SECRETARY ¥oR TiANDS AND WORKS :
.1 have done nothing of the kind. . But I will
oreadit— - .
. ' That the said reserves for each successive year
__ shall be submitted for approval to both Houses of
_ the Liegislature during each session of Parliament
__ previous to such reservation being proclaimed in
_the Government Gazetic.’ o

 Mr. Prine: That is not the last, and you 4
. approve of if. -
. 'The SEcrerary FoR LiANDS AnD WoRKs :

 Lam not aware that I approve of any of

_ those I have read. Now I will assume

_for a moment that a joint committee of hoth
uses, selected by ballot, has declared that
he price of land shall be two shillings and
__sixpence an acre, and that the Executive
_ authorities are to be precluded from going

__on any man's run, to sell any portion of his
_ lease during the eurrency of the lease, unless
_ thelessee wishit; and T want to knowif, during

. a depression, say, a commereial depression,. |
. or a depression of the money market —if
_ the lessee called upon the Government

_at such a time to sell a portion of his
ledse, what benefit the Government or the

. country would obtain by the sale? We are

. told that the squatters are in great difficul-
__ ties, and are not able, in many instances, to
_ pay their rents. Now, if they are not able
__to pay their rents, I want to know how they
__are to pay half:a-crown an acre, or even the
__interest of it? T do not believe that one acre

_ would be purchased. I believe that; to

__ reduce theprice to two shillings and sixpence
__ an acre, would, as in every place where land
has been reduced to a low figure, give rise

_ to what exists too much alrendy—a love
__ of speeulation. We should have puffing
. advertisements, to the effect that stations were
~ for sale with the right of purchase at halfa-
_ crown an acre.

__ system that would have such an effect.
I believe that, to adopt such a course, would
» 4 gross injustice to those who have

- simply have the effect of encouraging a
parcel of speculators in the publi¢ lands. I

__ believe it would be ruinous to our financial

prospects; as well as injurious to all the
_ other interests of the colony. Now, as that
. was not the object which I had in view when
_ the Bill was prepared, I shall endeavor, as
- shortly as I ean, to state to the House the
. leading features of the Bill, and the objects
_ whieh I wish to obtam by it. T propose; in
_ the first place, by this Bill, to condense in
_ one Act, and present to the public in
. the simplest form, the mode by which
lm_rdﬂis to be alienated and purchased in
_ this colony. I propose; in the second
. place, to secure to the immigrant holding
4 land order that which induced him to
ave his mother country. [ propose, also,

est land will be secured, in positions suitable

| Gl pws | assEMBLYY | s B

';DlLR‘YﬁP B You have ‘mis’-qu't)tédy | to the‘démy.“;inds;, I"'prdpoSé,;&lso’ft

| the conditidns on which they have obiained

L do not believe in any

. already bought land. T believe it would

er guarantees to the public that the

an opportunity of dealing e
those selectors, who by unto
stances may not be able exac

land. T propose, i the fifth place, to afford
to the inhabitants of towns and elsewhere
those commonage rights which have always
been subjects of dispute; and I propose, also,
by the Bill, to afford assistance, by grants of
land, for those purposes which have never
hitherto had anything to sustdin them but a
resolution of both branches of the Legisla-
ture. Those are some of the purposes of
the measure ; and in dealing with the Bill I
have divided it mto nine divisions. The first
is the interpretation clause, to which it is
unnecessary to allude. The second division
is introductory, and contains several pro-
visions, one of which provides that no land
in agricultural areas shall be offered for

_selection or for sale as Crown lands until

full and sufficient maps shall have been
deposited as public maps with the Surveyor-
General, while another provides that litho-
graphed coples of such maps shall be
prepared and kept for sale at reasonable prices
at the office of the Surveyor-General, and at
the offices of the land agents through whom
the land is to be selected or sold, as the case

may be. The third division relates to the
appointment of land agents, their duties and

responsibilities. . These have been so fully
particularised in the Bill, that I felt it
unnecessary to introduce a clause in it to
make rules and regulations.

Iands not reserved or dedicated to particular

_purposes; and one of the clauses in this

division provides that all Crown lands within
a distance of two miles of any surveyed
Iine of railway shall, subject tosuch temporary

_ or permanent reservation as the Government

may from time to time deem necessary, be
deemed specially intended for sale by auction,
and shall not be incJuded in any agricultural
area, except such lands as may form ungold
portions of agricultural reserves existing at

_the commencement of this Act. Thisdivision
_also contains a clause providing for the sale

by selection of lands unsold at auction, and
of lands on which the deposit shall have been
forfeited; and another clause in the same
division provides for the closing of roads not
necessary for public use or convenience, on
the application of the owner of adjacent
lands. The fifth division refers to agricultural
arcas, their survey, proclamation, and mode

of selection. . As I have already considered
- the matter of those areas, I shall not now
further allude to them. Honorable members,

however, will find that this division contains

_one of the most important provisions of the
- Bill. . The sixth division refers to the grants
of lands, reservations, &c. The seventh

division is an important one, and deals with

_the question of commons. Under this division

every provision has been made to meet the

The fourth
_division of the Bill deals with the Crown



Crown Lands = °

~_managers of commons.

 provides for novel industries, and proposes, by
. leases and grants of land, to encourage the
. development of the resources of the colony by
- the growth of such tropical products as the

colony is capable of producing. The ninth

~ division relates to mining leases and grants.

~ As honorable members I have no doubt
have read the Bill, it is unnecessary for me

to refer to all its clauses. I may state that
the Bill does not go so far as [ intended at

__ one time it should go; but 1 hope we will
- have an opportunity of considering the points
_to which I have called attention. I may 83y
I have always felt that along railway lines,
_ and the banks of vivers and creeks, we might
aflord to establish farms that would combine

_ grazing with agriculture; and 1 believe it
__ will be unnecessary to confine our opera:
_ tions within the limits to which I have
_ roferred. I believe that within the Range,
_in the district within East and West
_ Moreton we might have such farms. The

. Bill does not go so far, but I have clauses
. that refer to lands situated on the banks of
rivers and creeks, and if the House thinks

. favorably of the suggestion I have now

_ thrown out, T shall he prepared to have
 those clauses printed and submitted to
_ honorable members when the House is in
__ committee on the Bill. 1 think I have now
_ fully stated the purposes of the Bill. T do
_ not regard it as a final measure, but I believe
~_ itisa Bill in the right direction, and is one
which 1 trust will be found to meet the

~ public wants. , . o
_ Mir. Prine: It is now nearly six years
. ago since the Parliament of Queensland was
__ called upon to discuss the question of the
. disposal of the waste lands of the colony,
_and T think, after that lapse of time, 1t
. is well that we should again discuss the

question, because [ asrée to a certain

_ extent with what has fallen from the honor-
_ able the Mimister for Liands and Works,
. that the question of the disposal of the
. waste lands of the colony 1s not likely to be

. finally settled for a long time to comeé ; but,
1 think measures may be passed that will

. be condueive to the mterests of all classes
ot the community, at such distinet periods as

_ the circumstances of the colony may require
that there should be a revision of ‘the Tand
laws. Such is the question which T think
. should be discussed by the House ; and not
‘the disposal of the waste lands of the eolony
in a certain mode as proposed by this Bill.
1 may as well state, at the oufseét, that I

regards the alienation of the waste lands
of the colony, but because it does nof

f the colony in such a manner as will

_the community ; because it is only a half-
_and-halt measure, and because it does not

deal 5o comprehensively with the question
_ as the Parbament, after a lapse of

sities of ‘pe'rsbﬁs 'fequiriﬁng#the use of
commons ; and also for the election of
The eighth division

" think I shall be able to shew the honora

_confess, I should have been more satisfied

‘but I can scarcely pay him the complime;

_community, and that the weightiest portior

' the stage ‘of its second reading, and we

 does not shew how the measure is likely to

_suppose, will be the agricultural class, when
_ they come here,—will hie shew how that class

_ object to this Bill_—not to the Bill so far as it

provide for the alienation of the wadste lands

be best for the interest of every class of

ears, should be called upon to deal wi

am not to be led away with the clap-trap
cries of the electors of the towns, or an
threat of dissolution which has been held
over us n ferrorem by the honorable th
Minister for Lands and Works, because T

gentleman, before T sit down, that the pro-
positions that have been put forward from
this side of the House are equall: ir, and
better for all classes of the community, than
the proposition he has put forward; and put
forward, to some extent, no doubt, in the
hope of securing his re-election in the event

~of a dissolution which has been held over

our heads for the last two or three weeks,
in the event of the Ministry being defoated
on this question. But that threat is not to
provent us on this side of the House from
doing our duty in the way we think the
circumstances of the colony demand. [T

with the speech of the honorable the Minister
for Tands and Works, if he had been
fair and free and above board in the outset

as the head of Her Majesty’s Government
this colony, of dealing in that way with so
important a question; or lose sicht of the
fact that in referring to a number of gent,

men representing a large portion of th

of the community, he has misrepresented
both them and their policy. The Bill has
been introduced and is now advanced fo

should have supposed we should, on such an
oceasion, have heard how so important a
measure was likely to affect the class te
which it alludes; but the honorable membe

benefit the class for whose especial benefit
it has been mtroduced. Now, I should
like to know how we have been enlightened
on this proposition. The honorable gentle-
man ran fhrough the nine divisions of
the Bill in as many minutes; but will he
shew how the class he refers to—who,

15 to be benefited, or how the colony is to be
benefited by their being benefited, and
another portion of the community not sacri-
ficed? Ishould haveliked him to have shewn
‘how this system would work without injury

to other interests of the colony, or how the

other interests of the colony couldtworki"f‘"'ﬂy‘f

‘harmoniously with this system. It isonly =
by legislating for the general prosperity of

_all classes that we can expect to give satis-

faction and to do justice. But I have failed

to see that the honorable the Minister for
Liands and Works has done so; I have failed
1o see that he has done as he ought to have
_done. . The honorable member, instead of .
that, bas attempted to throw cold waterona




n ord of the policy of the other
. side of the House, -

M= Prine : It is quite true that the honor-

. ablegentleman did not use the word “policy,”

__but he commented on the resolitions, and

perhaps, the honorable member did not know
himself what it meant. Now, I am quite
. correct in what I say, when I say that we—
__or rather the interest I represent at the pre-

sent moment-—have laid down a policy, which
s apparent from certain resolutions that

 honorable gentleman really wished

shed their policy to be brought to bear, hie

1 with honorable members on this side
House, 40 sce whether a compromise

se and this side of the House. The
rable member was perfeetly well aware

_ that other frosh resolutions were drawn up.

- :‘anc_lljthink 1 am correct in saying the reso-
_ lutions were considerably modified, in order

that the views of this side of the House
should coincide with the views of the other
~ side of the House; and that there should be
1o dispute as to regarding this Bill as the
__ comprehensive measure that was promised

. last session.
~ lands and Worlks has not informed the
. House of what tool place after the first set
 of resolutions were presented to him;. . of

_ what took place with the view of preserving

_ peace and harmony in the consideration of
. this important question.  He '
 informed the House that certain propositions
__ were laid before him, or were fully explained
to him-—which propositions were fully gone
info by honorable members on this side of

_ the House, and in these resolutions the prin-
_ ciples embodied in the first set of resolutions
. were materially modified, in order, if possible,
o obtain some degree of relief in reference

to the interest the deputation represented. T

‘can_assure homorable members; and the
- ‘pgbllc,that 1t is ,pot‘the wish of this section
. of the House to interfere with the alienation

o

| question so far as ib affects the interests

_except in the columns of one or tw

 weall know what his language meant ; but,

e submitted to the honorable member; and
- honorable gentleman has gone through
esolutions, and has commented on
_in a rather severe manner. If

o shew what honorable members on this side |
of the House really did wish, and ‘how they

d have informed honorable members
~he had been, since those crude and
iy dra,Wnnupjre'solutions were submitted
im-—that he had since been in communi:

the
1d not be effected between his side of the

The honorable Minister for

the agriculturist: Tt has been the tactics of
the other side of the House to misrepre.
sent the wishes and opinions of 'honoy_yl'a,blé:

members on this side of the House. I

have read misrepresentations on this gnes-
tion to any extent, and I have seen great
anxiety and desire shewn by a certain portion
of this House to misrepresent the opinions
and objects of ecertain other honorable
members, with the view of being able at the

hustings to reap the benefit of their mis-

Nowhere have I read,
publica-

tions, the views of bLonorable members on
this side of the House correctly represented.
In fact, misrepresentation has been the order
of the day. Now, why did not the honorable
the Minister for Liands and Works state that

he had again been in consultation withhonor-
able members on this side of the House, and

representations.

that he could not coincide with the resolu-

tions submitted to him on the second
occasion P The honorable gentleman knew
well that a second set of resolutions had

_been submiftted to him ; and [ ecan tell him,

too, that some resolutions which 1 shall

submit to honorable members before I sit

down were agreed to by the honorable
gentleman; but 1t was some stubborn member
of the Cabinet who would not agree to them,

~who prevented them from being acceded to
~ by the Ministry. Now, when we find the
‘honorable member abusing this side of the

House for the principles they put forward,
1t was—1 think 1t is—asking too much to ask
the House to put faith in him when we find
him acting so disingenuously. I shall be

obliged to occupy the time of the House at
some length on this subject, because I am

_determined; and honorable members who
agree with me are determined, that we will not

be misrepresented in this House, and that,
‘unless our speeches are burked in the public
press, we shall not be misrepresented before

the public; and as this is the time when we

should speak out; I do not fear to tell the
public what my opinions on the question are,
and comment on the prineiples of the Bill ;
and I can say that for once the views of this
side of the House will be clearly stated,
if 1 have tlie power to do it.

House, but have sone to the other side of the
House, that I should do so. I want no
appointment from the Government. [ am

- not like some honorable mémbers who have
said they did not want it, and all the time
held their hands behind their backs. Iam
not like some honorable members who are —
goon,

but I will not say what. But
and say [ will not be touched on this
question by threats of dissolution or anything

else.  'With regard to the question before the
 House, it is an error; and a very common

I will
have no burking of principles. I care not
whether or not it may suit some honorable
_members who have sat on this side of the




_ individual said the lands of the colony wore
_ public property, they were to be dealt with as
__ he thought they should be, so that if that were
_the correct principle on which the land law of
. the colony was to be miranged, every person
__ would have to be accommotdated. A says the

_ Teasing system i the best system, and that

_ the introduction of a large immigration under

_such a system is the only way in which the

_ counfry ean be saved. B says we must have
_ free selection without survey. € must have

_ his land at one pound an acre; well, land
_must be found for him at one pound an acre.
But D must have his land at two shillings
and sixpence an acre, and land must be

_ found for him at two shillings and sixpence

_ an acre. Then there is the cormorant

squatter,

_ land at two shillings and sixpence an

acre.  And next, there is the squatter
who 18 not quite so much of a cormorant
. as the other, who would be content with

_ a run of twenty-five square miles, with

 the right of pre.emptive purchase. Then

_ there 18 the other squatter, who is in favor of

_ fencing. He has, say, a thousand pounds |
or so, and 1s satisfied that by fencing he

__would be able more profitably to graze his
sheep or cattle.  Well, he also, as well as
the rest, must be accommodated; and how
are all those to be accommodated ?

. The ArmvorNev-GENnerar: The best way

“weean. . '

~ Mr. Prive: Exactly. You have spoken

_ the truth, for once in your life. Now, I ask,

_ does this Bill effect the purpose of aceom:
. modating all parties. If it does not do it the
__ principles of the Bill are not satisfactory, and

_ i the prineiples are not satisfactory, we shall
__continually be having this Liand Bill brought
_ before the House. Now; can't we get a Bill

_ that will be satisfactory. Cannot we, by the

_ experience we have obtained from other

_ colonies, and looking at the principles which
_ guided them in such matters— cannot we |

__have a Bill brought in that will put us in

_ a fair position with other colonies ina good
_ position with the mother country-in a good
___ position with rica and Canada-—and last,
_ though perhaps not least, put us in a good
temper with ourselves? Now is it impossible

. tobringin sucha Bill?P 1 say it ianot. [
__ say that all the interests 1 have alluded to

_can be dealt with, and if such a Bill can be |

_ introduced, that is the measure which I wish
_to see passed, and it 13 the measure the

~one class, another Government that might

another day for another class. Well, I think
3 satisfactory measure can be introduced, and

introduce it. I do not sce why the Govern-
ment should not have introduced a compre-
hensive measure themselves, and not have

se that, because a particular | asked thi _
for them to do it.

> speec. fron
_ hustings ; but 1t will not do here-—it will not

who wants the whole of the

the House, is that we do not wish to have

—and that we did not, in fact, want to see
any thing existing in the colony except

advocate. ;

~ country should adopt, for if you begin to
class legislate you will never be able fo carry

, order. I repeat, I
_ on; beeause if you class legislate fo-day for

fpolicy  atall.

come in afterwards would class legislate

if so, it is the duty of the Government to | used the word “policy.”

. Mr. Prine: I donot say he did, bu'tf'f'rom‘ -

agskéd,’thisfsid‘e |

Si
ablest men, and the most conStitlitiqn"
men, and, allogether, they are perfection,
Well, if so, they should have been able
t0 produce something better than this
shred of a Bill. The honorable the Minister
for Lands and Works has used some very
strong language in dealing with this questic
—language that might do very well for a

Euat a general election, or from the

do for honorable members who are accus
tomed to speak and think for themselves.
For myself, I shall exercise the right of speech, .
without, fear, one way or another; and as
language has been used that mmsrepresents
what the squatters want to do—that repre-
sents them as uniting to do what would be
injurious to the interests of the colony
generally,—and though it wilknotbenecessary
for me to comment on the language which has

_been used by the honorable the Secret@ryffor*,,: ‘

Tiands and Works, still, 1 must;noticg that
he has represented the gentlemen sitting on
this side of the House as wishing to retard
the progress of agricultural settlementin this
colony, and he lias stated that it would he
impossible to stem the current of publie
demand for agricultural reserves, and the
whole tenor of his remarks in veference to
runs, as he has thought fit to express them,
as held by honorable members on this side of

agricultural reserves in the colony,eth'gt~wb
want to prevent them from being proclaimed,

pastoral settlement, as regulated by
Orders in Council. Now our policy is nothir
of the kind. I will presently state to th
House what are our views, and what are our
propositions, and these, I submit, will be
ound to be a fair way of dealing with the
ublic lands,~ though, perhaps, they will not
Ee considered to be 50 by some honorable
members. 1 emphatically say that th
honorable the Minister for Lands and Works
has not fairly stated the policy which we

* The SrcrETARY FOR LANDS AND WOR]
1 did notuse the expression “policy ’atall. 1
did not attribute any policy to the honorable
e , >
Mr. Pring: I will use the word as oft

as 1 please. . .-
. The SecreETARY FOoR LANDS AND WORKS:
Then I must eall the honorable member to
did nobt use the word

Mr. Prixg: I know what the honorable
member meant— -
The Semaxwg: Bub the honorable the
Secretary for Liands and Works denies having

the language he used the only inference that
could be drawn was that his representation of



v of honorable members on fhis side of
the ise. But it was not a representation
~_of ourpolicy. The honorable member stated

_ in one parb of his speech that, according to
_our resolutions, no reserves were to be made.

~ The SecreTARY FOoR LiANDS AND WORKS :

I did not. What I said was, that according

___to the resolutions no reserves were to be

 made t1ll they were previously submitted to
_ both Houses of Parliament. .

, M. Prive: Exactly ; and that portion of
__the honorable gentleman’s address T shall

come to presently ; but he has wished the
ouse to consider that such restrictions were
_ to be placed on the agricultural reserves of
___the colony as would interfere materially with
__ their being taken up, or, in point of fact, with

_ their being able to be taken up. Such, how-
__ever, is notb the spirit in which we consider
___ the Jand question should be dealt with in this
__colony. We are willing to do anything in
our power to pass a good and comprehensive
Land Bill, and we think we are bound to do

. s0; and are bound to oppose class Jegislation; |

_ and we think that this House ought to adopt

__ ascheme whiceh, while it is beneficial to the
. community as a whole, should not injure any
_ particular elass whatever. And that,nodoubt,

15 the true principle of legislation ; and if it
_ _cannot be carried out at the present time
because of the different opinions held by
honorable members,- and if to carry out these
it is necessary to bring in a particular measure
t

not;be carried out as nearly as possible, leaving
it to the operation of time, and to the change
i opinions to work out the rest, whenever
the circumstances of the colony are such as

lands of the colony, I think we may consider
we have had some experience in having the
example of other colonies before us; and if
__appears to me that, in dealing with this
_ question, we should look at the way 1 which
_the waste lands of other colonies have been
. dealt with, and take into consideration the
~ rosults ; and if we find, as undoubtedly we
~ shall find, that the waste lands of other
. colonies have not been dealt with in a
___manner fo make them most prodietive, and

some and settle in the
behoves us tolook for a new system; and if

. we can devise a new system, to give it a

_ practical form; and, in endeavoring to find
. out a new system, we must be guided by
. fixed and known principles.
 cannot well be denied that the land laws of

_ neighboring colonies are not good land laws.
I have never heard them spoken of as such,

. Take the last Liand Act of New South
. Wales; known as Robertson’s Land Act.

Tt is well known that, when Mr. Robert-
. son succeeded in  passing that measure
. 1862, by which he pave what is
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resolutions was a representation of the /techﬁeﬂljﬂ termed free sele

_more
 existing in  this

here can be no reason why they should

toadmit or demand it. Now, in dealing with
the question of the disposal of the waste

_ most beneficial to all parties residing there,
as well as to offer inducements to others to
colony, surely it

1 think 1t
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on—though
it hardly amounts to free selection, but
correctly represents the system
colony—it was repre-
sented then by Mr. Robertson, and his
supporters, to the colonists of New South
Wales, that the system only had to be
known in England, when a rush would take
place to New South Wales that would set
the colony all right, for it appeared to be
all wrong then. Well, the Bill having
been passed, the rush did nobt come; and
Mr. Robertson’s expectations were not
realised ; and it is now confessed by the best
politicians in New South Wales that the
system was a hurried one, thatit wasnot a
matured system, and that it had not been
beneficial to New South Wales at all.
I am stating what I know to be facts, and
what T know eannot be contradicted by any
honorable member in the House; and T ask
any honorable member to say if it would be
well for us to adopt such a system, oranything
like it, or if that system would be likely to
Dbenefit us to any extent at all. We should
not have a system similar to that in foree in
New South Wales if we can help it. The

_Bill which has been brought before the

House consists of nine parts, and they may

~ all be summed up in small compass.  In point
- of fact, if it is considered to be a Land Bill

that will work for the benefit of the class

which it is intended to benefit, I say it would

be better to have becn left alone; forit is a

Bill which, instead of benefiting that class,

will bear harder on them than the existing
land law. Now, 1f the present system in

force in this eolony, which regulates the

taking up of agricultural reserves, is a bad
system; why 1t ought to be altered: but it

should be altered by a system that would
meliorate the condition of the persons who

wish to locate themselves on the agricultiural
reserves. But this Bill does nothing of the
Iind. Tt is a measure that will be harder on
them. (No.) Isayitis so,and 1 am pre-
pared to prove it. It proposes a worse
system than the present, and will not do so

_well for the class for whose special benefit

it is meant to be passe The agricul-

tural reserves portion o

is Bill is the

prineipal part of it, because all the other

clauses arve chiefly sections shewing how

_matters are to be dealt with in detail, instead

of providing rules and regulations ; but the

material portion of the Bill is contained in a
few clauses in those affecting the agricultural
reserves. Now the mode 1n which persons
are to obtain land m those agricultural
reserves 18 by selection; so under the old

taken up by selection. Again, the Bill only
atlows persons to take up land by selection

_ and pay for 1t at one pound an acre. Well,

_so does the old land law, 1f I am not mistaken,

_allow persons in agricultural reserves to take
up land at one pound an acre, and pay for

it, and occupy under certain conditions,

_ system, in agricultural reserves, the land was



_ addresses

. present time.
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= So far s good
__ difference between the present system, and
_ the system in this Bill. Under the old
system a person who took up land was allowed
~ to lease so many acres alongside of it, at a
_merely nominal vent, so that when he had

__got land with all the available capital he had
~ —that is, all the capital he could lay out in

_the purchase of land—because he would
~ haye to reserve some of his eapital to enable
him to work the land and maintain himself
__ {ill the land was productive-the Act enabled
_him fo lease, alongside his purchased land, say
. forty acres, if he were entitled to that quan-
_ tity, ab forty shillings, with the right of pur-
~ chasing 1t at any time during the currency of
_ his lease. The system gave the agricul-
 tural settler the oppcrtumty of purchasing
_ his land, and also assisted him to work it.
. But here the leasing clause is taken away,
_ and yet we are told that this is one of those
_measures that is to do so much for the
. people, and with the benefits of which the
- Minister for Lands and Works is to rejoice
the hearts of the people when he next
s constituents at Ipswich. The
_system pro d by this Bill is just the old
_ system stripped of its leasing clauses; which

 has been the salvation of the man Who has

_ occupied the agriculiural resérves up to the
This Bill, T mamtain, 1s
_ similar in most respeets to the old system, so
far as it relates fo the agricultural reserves,
w1thout the leasing clau_ses, which are taken
__away; and, [ ask, is this the boon which the
 colonists were led to expect by the promise
. that a comprehensive Land Bill would be

_brought in this session? ;

. The ATTORNEY-GGENERAT :
leasing clauses in the last Act.

My, PriNe: [ beg the honorable mem: |
ber's pardon, I find, on refernng to the |

. Act, that I was mmtaken

I am perfectly
Wl]lmg to admit that.

The leasing clause

__was done away with by the Agricultural

Reserves Act, which was passed a session

or two ago; but it was in the original
All T can say is, that we are retro-

 het.
_grading further and further; for, instead of

_ effecting an 1mprovement with an alteration,

. _we are not giving the people the benefits

~which they had some years ago, when the

first Land Act was passed. With reference
tothis Bill, I say it is not a comprehensive
__ land measure for the disposal and alienation
_ of the Crown lands; it is not a comprehern-

. sive measure for dealing with agricultural

any more than with pastoral mterests, for it
_ leaves things exactly as they are now; and

I do not myself sce any difference between

. the law as it stands and the Bill before nie.
_ T'he question now comes, whether some other
system ought not to have been devised -
whether the creat question of the disposal
and alienation of the Crown lands of the
__colony should not have been dealt with, and
_ all the interests of the community considered.
. It s quite clear that, in dealng with the
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But let us see the [

to be disposed of ; ‘and there can be nodoubt

Then follows

this to be effected, 5o as to meet the interests

_tion, and guard every interest;

_ right of purchase to every one.

_everyone alike, because interests are different

There are no

_may produce certain articles, overthe colony

_opinion of all sensible men, militates maf

_members of this House, that although agy

‘many years to come.
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waste lands of the eolony, there be
cortain fixed principles upon which they are

that the proper system—that the basis of
every land law—should be alienation. It
cannot be denied by any honorable membe
of this House, that this s the acknowledge
fixed principle —alienation of Crown land
the question—Tow is

alienation of Crown lands in a colony like

of the people, and the requirements of the
colony ? And, therefore, in dealing with
this question; we shall have to consider the
proper mode of the disposal of those lands,
without reference to any p&rtleular class
although, no doubt, in devising a scheme w
must not lose s1ght of every individual
interest. I think that this colony is placed
in such a happy position, if I may say so,
that our legislators can dispose of this ques-.
_because,
from the pecu_har nature and ch:«nacter, fro
the variety, of its soil, so far as regards
products and pastoral occupation and pur ‘
suits connected with land, they will be '
enabled to deal with it, I should think,

very easily, and no doubt, if they take
the trouble, satisfactorily. N ow, the alien:
tion of Crown lands, T submit, must
upon a grand system hero: it must be ¢

so far as to say the right of purchase {

but the right of purchase might accruce to
every one so that his particular interest may
be regarded, and that no favor shall be
shewn to one more than to the other. [
us take the two or threc great mtelests, S0
far as regards the land, of this colony—
will take the agmcultura,l interest, and we
will take the pastoral interest. The agricul-
tural interest; we may say, will include all
producers from the land other than by
grazing.  Of course, it must be confessed by
all that the whole of the country is not avail-
able for agrlculture, if indeed any very large
portion of itis. Again, if avery large portion
of it 1s fitted for asriculture, the climate is
undeniably against the srowth of produc
_ Mr. Brooxzs: No.

Mz, PRING The honorable member can
say “ No ;" but though some favored districts

as a whole—and, of course, I am speaking of
the colony as a whole the climate, in ¢

rially agamst agriculturists, as a body,
making their pulsult a profitable one to live
by. T speak of a body, notof particular
individuals; and I am positively certain

my own mind, although I know I shall not
meet with the approval of all honorab

culture may be carried on to a certain extent,
it will never be the mainstay of the colony
—at all events, it is not likely to be for very
But, afc the sanie time,



extension and progress. [ freely admit that,
and in admitting it I don’f think T can be
harged with wishing to do anything to
infure the agricultural interest: and, there-
fore, I do not wish to find n this House,
by-and-bye 1n the course of the debate, an
‘aspersion thrown out at myselfand all honor-

the effect that we oppose anything like
nlocking the lands or opening up reserves,
_or that we oppose anything like doing for
he interests of the people what the people
ish. But it is to the mode in which the

ion that we object, and we also object to
eir dealing with it in the way of class
legislation ;—that, while on the one hand, I,
__as well as my honorable friends on this side
- of the House, am willing to do all that can
be done to aid, abet, and foster the agricul-
ural system, and those engased or inter-
sted in agricultural pursuits, we ask not to
be swamped ourselves. 1 ask whether that
_ large interest, the pastoral interest, is there-
__ fore to be swamped? Is it o be supposed

that while everything is to be done for
__ apriculture, nothing is to be done for pastoral
 pursuits ?  On that question alone, we ask
_ that even-handed justice be dealt out: we

" ";:'ask””no‘thing more. We ask nothing but

what everybody is enfitled to-—as well he
who purchases his forty acres fora farm as

for grazing his stock. We only ask
that our interests shall be taken

he whole communily. 1Tt is

o not look after their interests. Everybody
does it. ¥Yet the squatters are charged, as

. for a erime, with doing what everybody else -

. does; they are charged with sitiing m the
__ Liegislature and voting for their own interests.
Do not honorable members on the other side
_do this in an equal degree? Do not they
__buy and job in land, and come into the
_ Houge and vote on the land question, just as
_ they charge the squatters with doing ? It is

'~I,;]1,uma11 _natureé to look after your own

. interest; but it is not squatters’ nature any
. more than of any other section of the human
. family. But, as legislaters, we must not
. look after particular interests only; there

_ this question fairly asbetween all parties and

- _all interests alike. If, then, alienation be

__the basis on which the land laws should be
raised and established, it should be aliena-
ion of the whole. -
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its interests should be takon care of, and |
_every facility should be given to foster its

‘and to sell at a large profit.

able members on this sidé of the Honse, to

overnment propose to deal with this ques-

Capital will always command the marke
.who leases a hundred square miles

into |
_consideration—that they shall be taken
care of; but only so far as will benefit |
1 not fair |
o charge the squatters with being anxious
_ to take care of their own particular interest.

‘Does not every honorable member opposite |
_ take care of his own particular interest? |
It would be the height of absurdity for me
0 say that everybody docs not look after his
wn interest, or to deny that the squatters

no reason why we should not deal with

Hear, hear. ;
. Mr. Pring: I knew that would come
from the honorable member for FHast
Moreton; I was expecting i, when I said
that. He would like to have the best of the
land around Moreton Bay at an upset price
of £]1 an acre, to buy with £30 land orders,
‘His interest,
his particular interest, is there. But thatis
not the interest of the legislator. 1t is
feared by some that alienation as a whole
will be giving the pastoral lands to the
pastoral tenants that it will open the door to
speculation. 'Well, so 1t will; and it will
give the picked lands to the small capitalists.
The objection, if there is anything in it, 1s as
applicable to the purchase of lands in the
agricultural reserves as to the purchase of
lands outside those reserves. Isthe whole

Mr. R. Crrss: H

_colony to be injured by a restrictive prin-
ciple? Ts the wealth of the ecolony to be

kept down; 1s the introduction of capital to
be prevented ; is the employment of labor to
be prohibited; is the prosperity of the
colony to be turned back; is the settlement
of the colony to be retarded, he stupid
cry of “speculation by the cap: s P Cer

tainly not. It is impossible to prevent

capital coming in where there is a proper
ficld for its employment. I think myself the

“ery is absurd, as 1 will endeavor to shew by-

and:bye. It is absurd to suppose that
capital will not be used where it exists.

that is well known. Then it is worth while
to ask, by way of arsument, must we
shut out capital, because, if capital is brought
in, it will be employed ? . .

An Hownorasrr MemsEr: How ?

My. Privg: How? In purchasing lands,
which are not to be bought without eapital
any more than labor can be hired without
capital. Men who will bring capital to the
colony will support the colony: they will
provide employment for labor, and abundance
of employment will demand immigration, and
immigration will demand abundance of pro-
ducts and imports; and add to the revenue of
the colony. The man who invests his capital
in the colony will support immipration,
because he wants labor; and as honorable
members will all say that immigration is the
mainstay of the colony, they must wish to
see the man of capital coming here. T am
not inclined to support the arcument that
the alienation of the Crown lands in the

_whole will give rise to over much specula-
tion ; and 1 think, if it were likely to give

rise to speculation, it may be restrained.
There arc ways of doing everything, risht
and wrong; and there is a way of restricting
even that by passing proper measures. Ido
not thk that the broad principle of the
alienation of Crown lands, bemng the best,

- ought to be laughed at and despised, beeause

it may produce what the honorable member

| for Hast Moreton, Mr. R. Cribb, scems to
. think it might, a benefit o the caqpltalxst;;jj
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. because, T say, restrictions may be placed in

_ the way of the capitalist using his capital ,

_ soasto injure the colony. Yet, I am not

_ sure that I think it would be very far wrong

if an amount of capital should be brought
into the colony forthwith and expended, or
that anything finer could happen to Queens:
land. I do not wish it to be brought against
me, by-and-bye, that I wish the capitalist to
have unlimited sway ; though T ami not sure
. if ibis not right. 1f the argument I have
used be correct in principle—and T think it
_is, because L have had an opportunity of

reading upon this subject, and of %athering ‘

my knowledge from other people’s diligence;
and from other people’s thoughts, and from
other people’s writings; and if T am not
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manner in which political economists have

_considered it; and I expect to see most
honorable menibers get up and speak. simply

propounding their own erude notions of how
the lands of the colony ought to be dealt
with-just delivering their own #pse dixif
ideas: off-hand, without thousht, without
information, without considering calmly and
quietly upon it, and without gomng to those
authorities which they should consult for
advice on this important subject. 1 have
no doubt I shall hear many speeches,
without honorable mewbers having taken
the trouble +to ascertain what it 1is
they want, or to understand what we want,
or what the colony wants. I have endea-
vored to find what is the true principle

familiar with a subject, I can always, by

reading, endeavor fo understand if, and

form.a pretty corrvect 1dea of what should be |

the proper prineiple in guiding a colony or a
people on certain questions ; and T can come
_to no other conclusion but that the principle
which I advocate is right—that the alienation
of Crown lands should be the basis of
our proceedings, then the Bill before us
is not the measure that we should have to
consider to-day. I am as certain of the
correctness of this principle as that I hold
the Bill in my hand. This question of the
alienation of Crown lands is one which has
 been written upon to a very large extent in
the mother country, and it has been written
_ upon by men who are well known to the
_ political world—by men who, I have no

doubt, by their writings, have afforded

information to the British Lepislature, and
by their writings alone.  Although they have
_not taken an active part in the House of
Commons or m the House of Lords, still
their writings have been quoted in the
~ British Parliament, and have been the
_means of effecting reforms in the mother
country, commercial and otherwise. The

subject of alienation of Crown lands, the
_ “forest lands’ in FEngland, has been dealt

with ; and also the most desirable mode of
the alienation of Crown lands in the colonies
has been freated of, especially the Crown
lands in America. All of these writers have
come to the same conclusion—T will not say
_ that T have come to; for I have been enabled
by their writings to come to the same con-
_ clusion that they have arrived at; -the

have come to the conclusion I advocate, that

_ the true and sound prineiple for us to procecd
upon is the alienation of the lands of this
colony. I have to thank some gentlemen

_resident in this colony, for the references

which I shall sive, this evening, to these

_writers— these gentlemen having taken great
interest in, and devoted much time to, the

_ consideration of this subject, and having

looked up those authorities for me to read.
I question very much whether there are
halt a dozen honorable members in this
House who have ever looked into the

Z

_question as it ought to be looked into, in the

of our proceedings; and I feel that it would
not be just of me to induce this House to think
that T have done more than look into those
authorities; having been referred to them ;—
1 have read them to enable me to enforce the
arsuments T have advanced. 1 think no
honorable member can be expected to do

‘more than look into these questions as they
arise here; yet, the production of high =

authorities for his conclusions is much better
than getting up and trusting to his own crude
notions. The authorities on the subject are
very numerous, and I will mention them in
order that if this debate be not concluded

this evening, some honorable members who -

take an interest in the present subject may
refer tothem. In Adam Smith's ¢ Sources of

Public Revenue,” M:Culloch’s edition; p. 370, .
it is clearly shewn that the public benefit

requires the alienation of the Crown lands;
and the author goes on— .

“ But if the lands of Great Britain, in_ﬂie' .

present state of their cultivation, do not afford
a rent of more than fwenty millions a year, they
could not well afford the half, most probably
not a quarter, if they ali belonged to a single
proprietor, and were put under the neglizgent,

expensive, and oppressive management of his

factors and agents. The Crown lands of Great
Britain do not at present afford the fourth part
of the vent which could probably be drawn from

_them if they were the property of private persons.

If the Crown lands were more extensive ib is
probable they would be still worse managed”
Now, honorable members must recollect
that Adam Smith is here speaking of the
¢ forest lands » of Hneland, which are held
by the Crown; but the principle which he
upholds is equally applicable to this colony.
“ The rovenue which the great body of the
people derives from land is in proportion, nos

to the rent, but to the produce of the land.

The whole annual produce of the land, except
seed, is oither annually consumed by the great
body of the people, or exchanged for something
else that is consumed by them, Whatever keeps
down the produce of the land below what it

would otherwise rise to, keeps down the revenue

of the great body of the people still more than it,
does that of the proprietor of theland.  *  *

1f the land, which in one state of cultivation affords
a rent of ten millions a year, would in another
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afford a rent of twenty millions, the rent being
in both cases supposed a third part of the
_ produce ; the revenue of the proprietor would
_ be less than it otherwise might be by only ten
_millions, but the revenue of the great body of
the people would be less than it otherwise might
be by thirty millions a year.. The population
of the country would be less by the number
that thirty millions a yeéar could maintain.”

. And 50 he goes on: Therefore, 1t 1s quite,

clear that if his arguments be sound, they
20 to shew that the alienation of the Crown
lands m this colony is the proper mode of
disposing of them. He goes on, further,
m vol. 5, p. 376, of the same work. There
is also a very interesting passage to be found
in President Jackson’s ¢ Fourth Annual
Message * in the  Stateman’s Manual,” vol.
2, p. 87T —

It seems to me to be our true policy that the

public lands should cease; as soon as practicable;

to be a source of revenue, and that they should
be sold m limited parcels’ -
 The Arrvorney-GENERAL and Mr. Puen:
Hear, bear. -

Mz, Pring: T am very glad honorable
members follow me so far. I approve of the

. principles which I am enunciating for their
advantage. The passage runs on—

“to settlers, on such terms, as barely fo

reimburse the United States the expense of the
present system.”? ,

_ Another one goes on— -

, “To avert the consequences which may be
_ apprehended from this course, to put an end for
ever to all partial and interested legislation on
this subject, and to ensure to every American

! citizen of enterprise the opportunity of securing
an independent freehold, it seems to me therefore
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best to abandon the idea of raising a future
revenue out of the public lands.’’ .

Other equally interesting illustrations are to
be found in a speech of Edmund Burke on

 Sule BilL

land, as I have pointed out. and, of course,

there are lands required for a number of
purposes, being only fit for the srowth of
particular products; therefore, care should
be taken that all interests in the land should
be protected—not that there should be
a general alienation of lands by a scramble.
There should be no alienation of Crown
lands here, and there, and everywhere.
We do not argue such a line of policy
as that, although we say the alienation
of Crown lands should be made on a
proper . footing, and be fenced in in a
certain way, so that particular interests,
while enabled to purchase land, should be

~enabled to purchase that particular land

which they require ; and that other interests
should be so situated and guarded, that

~when they want to purchase the land on the

true principle they should be enabled to do
50. That is to be done in only one way,
no doubt, and that 1s by reserves. So far
from rejecting reserves, they are one of the
principal features of our policy. \
_ Mr. Pueu: Oh, oh. .

Mr. Prixe: The honorable member for
North Brisbane, because he has not been
behind the scenes with us— because he was
not able to ferret out and convey to his
great leader, in George-street; the principles
of our policy—is surprised to hear it.
Although honorable members had been seen
hanging about the doors, waiting to be
mvited in—although there were messengers
and touts hanging about- they were not
able to get at our principles; if they had

been able to do so, the House would not
have heard the speech which I am making

to-night. Now, they come oub in their true
colors ; we seehow they have misrepresented
the squatters. I say we do advocate
Teserves.

¢ Economical Reform.’ vol. 1, page 273:
and in M*Culloch’s opinion on the alienation
of Crown lands in the colonies- *° Colonial

Policy,” p. 601; and in Jeremy Bentham's

“ Principles of Civil Code,” vol. 1, p. 333.
All of these go t0 shew that the alienation of
the Crown lands is the true principle on
which the law should be framed. I think I
may assume from the * hear, hears,” that T

_ have heard since I began to read out from
the political economists—and I should hardly
think that the honorable the Attorney-
General and the honorable the member for

__ North Brisbane, Mr. Pugh, will dispute these
_ authorities—that if the pentlemen were them-
_selves here they would feel complimented.
E have no doubt the same principles have
been cheered over and over again in the
British Parliament. I think they shew that
the alienation of Crewn lands is the proper
basis on which our land laws should be fixed.
That being so, how 1s the principle to he

_ applied? The best way to apply it, so far as | myself, and may be again.

we can ascertain, is to sell the Iands by public

auction. There are different descriptions of |

The CoroNiAL SECRETARY: Bring in a
resolution, then. .

Mr. Prine: Bring in a resolution. Tam
advocating a prineiple now; and am
telling you what they ought to do—what
you ought to have done for the benefit of the
colony; and I will tell you what we will do,
if you don’t do it. . '

The ArTorNEY-GENERAL : If you can.

Mr. Pring: If we can. [ leave the
honorable the Colonial Secretary to bring in
a resolution if he likes, and proceed with my

speech. I have seen the honorable member

bring in many resolutions this session, but I
have not seen one that there was anything

~in. Honorable members are very much

taken aback by what I say; they are on
their beam-ends; they find that we are not
the cormorants that we were reported to be
—that we are not the land sharks that we
were represented to be; we do not take
the bread out of the poor man's mouth.
I respect the poor man: 1 was a poor man
But I don't
respect those who trade on his name. It is
, niiserable ery—* The poor man!’— it is a
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nonseﬁsical’ ory; it is a clap'-trap', ery;

it is a dishonest ery ; it is the cry of stump
orators, and never raised by an honest
independent man, who believes in his prin-
cifples', and does not want to take advantage
of the poor man. We advocate reserves, and
in the fullest sense of the word ; not in the
way of the honorable members whom I see
betore me. We advocate different kinds of
reserves, for agriculture, and for other pur-
suits too; and to the fullest extent for
agriculture in the Darling Downs and
Moreton Bay Districts ;—wherever they can
be found, they shall be given up with the
greatest pleasure.  'What does the Minister
for Lands and Works want more, then?

‘What does the Colonial Secretary want more P |

He shall have every inch of the Darling
Dowans to-morrow for agriculture; if he can
oceupy it. 'We shall be very glad to see the
Downs oceupied—glad to see capital invested
- —glad to see agriculture go ahead- glad to
see labor employed. What does he want
more? Can the Billdo more ? T think not.
We are willing to do that, at any rate, and to
_ pass a Bill this very session.. We are willing
to co-operate with you, if yon will. We will
shew who are the true friends of the people.
We are also disposed to go 1n and assist in
passing a measure to give reserves in other
parts—on the banks of navigable rivers; orin
_other portions of the colony which may be
peculiarly applicable to the growth of parti-
cular products. The Darling Downs may be
very good I see the honorable member for
North Brisbane, Mr. Brookes, does not like
the policy ; it does not suit his book, because
he told me the other day he knew nothing of
this; but I wish he would remain in his
place to hear me—but there are other parts
_ that might also be acceptable for other
interests. Well, we advocate those reserves,
_ but I think we put it in rather a different
way from the Minister for Lands and Works.
__ He has provided for agriculture; and it is &
- mosi extraordinary thing that he has pro:
vided for the agricultural interest only in the
Darling Downs and Moreton Bay Distriets.
‘We propose to go a little further;: we will
provide for all interests. 1 will shew how we
will doit. We do not propose to give our
Minister for Tiands and Works power to
make free grants to people who come out,
and to companies that are formed, to grow
sugar, and other things. There is a little

- clause 1in this Bill, that the Government shall

_ have the power, without the sanection of the
House, to make free grants to people to make

experiments and to enter into doubtful specu-

lations.  Only faney the Minister for Liands
and Works having that under his thumb!
_Fanoy the mild insinuation of this little
_ clause! While he talks about the Darling
 Downsg and Moreton Bay, he forgets the
beautiful acres on the banks of our navigable
rivers which are to be given away. How will
_ the revenue be increased by this? Wae
_ prefer not to let the Minister for Lands and
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 Works have any such powers. We do not
propose to give our Minister for TLands and

orks-—when we get one, though we will
_trust himsuch powers: nor will we allow
the present one to have such powers. What
we intend to do is, to have the land kept
open for certain purposes, if it is wanted ;
and to give facilities equal to those for
agriculture. 'What more can be required than

sthat the land shall be kept open? And those

who require it shall be able to obtain it when
they like. This is a far better system, as my
knowledge and my experience tell me, than
the keeping of any veserve of lands to be
granted away without the sanction of this
House. Then, again, with reference to the
disposal of the lands in agrienltural reserves.
Of course, in dealing with the price of land,

the first principle is the generalone of aliena-

tion by public auction. A very grave ques-
tion here arises, and a very difficult one,

“as to the upset price; and, perhaps, on the

But there appear to

be soie objections to that, and it has been con-
sidered by many good men, who have thought
carefully over the matter, that owing to the

peculiar position of the colony, the upset

price of land in certain parts must differ.
For instance, take the acricultural reserves
in the Darling Downs and Moroton Distriets;
— these are the two districts referred to in the

- Bill brought in by the honorable the Minister

for Lands and Works. Now, if you wereto

_put these lands up for sale at public auction,

at an upset price of five shillings an acre, it
might begaid that that would be unfair tothose -

. persons who have purchased at one pound an

acre, becanse they would not be able to come
into competition with those who should
purchase at auction at the upset price of five
shillings an acre. That may be so, or not;
1 do not know. But the only answer which
1 shall give is, that to me 1t appears to make
very little difference whether the upset price
is five shillings an acre or one pound an acre,

- because at auetion the market value of the

land will be determined. Land will always
mamtain its market value. .
~ An HoxorasiE MemBER: No, no.
Mr. Pring : Lam speaking of theveserves:
If the land is surveyed, and marked out in
specified guantities, and put up at so much .
per acre, whether one part is worth three
potnds and another only one pound, no doubt
the purchaser will have to give the marlet
value for what he buys. All I can say,
further, is, that if it be thought best to put
up the agricultural reserves in the Darling
Downs and Moreton Districts at the present
upset price, or at five shillings an acre, there
will be no opposition on this side of the
House. We are willing to support any
measure by which the agricultural reserves
in the Darling Downs and Moreton Districts
shall be put, and to advocate any system of

 alienation by public auction, at an upset price.

_ first blush of the matter it would appear that
the upset should be a minimum and an
“universal upset price.
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Honorable  members will pardon me for.

speaking at so great length: this is not a
_ question to be got over in half an hour, or in

_an hour's or two hours’ speech, if you wish to

do that justice to it which I wish todo. 1
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measure, we are told that they shall notbe
_allowed to purchase—mnot an acre, not a roo

on which to put a humpy or a hut, or erect

roof to cover themselves and families- that -

all they have done; all the money they have

wish to consider every man’s position; and
1 have not given up my time and attention
_ 5o long to this question, withont desiring
fully to express my views upon it. T am
endeavoring to work 1t out as clearly and
correctly as T can. T have got so far as to
_ inform honorable members how we propose,
 how we recommend- because, after all is said
_and done, I have but recommended 1t-—that
the lands should be dealt with in agricultural
~reserves. It is, as we say, following out
 the true principles of alienation by public
atetion, that the land will fefch the market
 value. The land may be put up at one pound
_ or five shillings, in the agricultural reserves,
as may be thought fit ;- we have nothing
to object to in it. Now, the agricultural
_ interest having been taken care of, I shall
turn to another very important matter to be
considered in the discussion of this question.
But, as I stated hefore T do not wish to be
_misunderstood-—let the agrieultural reserves

_ be toany extent ; do not let 1t be said by any

_honorable member that the squatters of the
_ Darling Downs do not wish to give up their
ring; do not let that argument be used
_ apainst them : they are perfectly willing to
do so. Then, having got as much land as
. you like out of the Darling Downs or More-
__ ton Bay Districts, is there any reason why the
~ squatter should not come in himself?  Will
__any honorable member tell me that, after
. squatting has done everything that can be

_ done, offered everything that can be offered -

the squatters’ capital, their industry, their
_energy, are not to be used for the advantage
of the colony? If we can get the unavail-
__ able portions of the Darling Downs and
~ Moreton Bay Districts taken up by men of
_capital and 1ndustry, to be used m one or
_niore ways— by the investment of their capi-

__tal permanently, by the employment of labor,

by the infroduction of immigrants, and the
_ consumption of dutiable articles— will any
honorable member say that it shall not be
 done? If there is any truth or justice in
~ the principle of alienation, why should not
they be allowed to purchase ? They ask for
nothing more. That is all they ask for—

these cormorants, as they are called. Why |

_ should not one man be dealt with as fairly as
another? Why should not even:handed jus-
~ tiee be dealt out between man and man?
 Thisis all T ask for on behalf of the pastoral
~ interest, and it is all that will be asked for by
_ other honorable members who will follow me;
_ and who will deal with the various bearings of
. this question. Whyshould not they,ascitizens

_ and as colonists, be allowed a little of the free-
_ hold of the soil of this country? They are
. prepared, no doubt, for the sake of the interest
_ with which they are connected, to purchase,

_if they are allowed to do s0. But, by this

-vested interests 1

spent in the country, Is to go for nothing ;
t%:xey are to be looked upon as scabby sheep,
and to get nothing but abuse. 1Ihaveread
enough abuse of them lately; it would lead
people who do not know better to believe
that the squatters take everything out of the
colony and bring nothing into it. Some per-
sons ask, “ If alienation is your principle,
how are you- the squatters—to be allowed
o purchase without injuring other interests?”

- Tt 1s in this way : they may be allowed, out-
- side of the reserves, to purchase the public

lands mn certain given quantities. * Af what
price?” They are so very liberal that they
are  willing—although they think five
shillings an aere should be the upset price
at which land should be put up in
agricultural reserves, in order that people
may come on the land- that one pound
an acre should be charged to them. lLet
them come in—they will give up as much as
you require, reserves and all-—outside of the
reserves. T ask, is that too much, after
meeting every interest in the community ?
Are they to be charged now with wanting

| everything for themselves? I cannot conceive

any more one-sided notion than, or any argu-

ment so injurious to the welfare of this

colony as, that the squatter isnot to purchage
land. The only argument in favor of the
doctrine that the squatter should not pur-

chase—and 1t is not a sound oneis, that he
‘would prevent agricultural operations. He

says—*1 don’t want to prevent agriculture ;
all 1 want is to Dbe enabled to settle on the
land myself. You may ask me why [ want
to buy 2 The reason is, that as the land laws
of the colony now are, 1 may expend £1,000
or £10,000 on the land, and occupy it, and be
at the mercy of the Minister for Lands and
Works. When I settle down in the colony
of Queensland ; when I build a homestead;
when I employ a lot of immigrants, and put

up cottages for them; when I establish a

school, and cause a church to be built, and

- cause villages to surround me; when I have

done all this, T ask, ought I not to be allowed
to secure a freehold P—ought I not to have
something to hold by, some sheet anchor,
the same as other members of the commu-
nity P—and are you to give nothing to me ? *’
This is the policy the Government have
advocated for a long time past. Ifit had
not been that, I should not have had the

speech to make that T am making this
evening ; if they had brought in a liberal
land policy, I should not be holding forth in
this House now, to tell the House and the
country of these principles which T advocate.
So far, we are willing to be liberal to the

the districts of Moreton
Bay and Darling Downs, which are in a
different position from the outside districts.




. Crown Lands

In those districts, a different plan must be
adopted from that which applies to other
districts, where there are no reserves for agri-
culture and other purposes, as they exist in

10 Mav]
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tenants at will are, that the pastoral tenants

of the Crown. under the preséent leasing
system, are just as badly off as tenants at
will. What we ask for, therefore; amounts

Moreton and Darling Downs; so that in
any Bill brought in by any Government,
there must be some change in respect of

_ those distriets. In dealing with the Moreton

 them, are entirely separate from those 1 have

and Darling Downs Districts; T have been
advocating some principles which I shiall have
to deviate from 1n dealing with other dis-
tricts. I think thatas to the outlying districts,
there should be greater concessions made;
and I do not think the colony would be

 injured at all by any act of this Legislature

which would give facilities for the occupation
ot the Crpwngl

for the settlement of population on a'freshold
tenure, Of course, there would come another

_ question; in connection with the oceupation

of the outside districts, which could not be
mtroduced into a Bill of this kind; because it

. should be dealt with in a Bill particularly
prepared for dealing with that subject.

But
with reference to the alienation of Crown
lands in the other districts, this question
can be dealt with, we think, in a différent
way; because the position of the outside

distriets, and the position of the people in

ands of this colony, and also

before referred to. Therefore, it is proposed

by us that the same principle should exist

which I first commenced with, namely, the

- alienation of Crown lands ;- that all lands

_ certain rules.

_ have enumerated, and

they hold as tenantsat will.

fpall .

should be alienated, subject, of course, fo
There must be reserves for
public purposes, and I take it, that these

_reserves would be pretty muech of the same

description as the reserves made under the
Orders in Council, and under our existing

land laws, for agrieulture and other purposes.

These reserves having been made, from

time to time, and especial care being taken

always to recollect that there must be a
supply of land fit for the purposes  thereof

kept in hand, then the alienation should
~_go on or be allowed to be carried out in the

same way as in the other distriets. There-
fore, it would come to this : that the Crown
lands in the outlying districts, after reserves
have been made for tlie purposes which I
for all the purposes
which may be considered neccessary, shall
be open for alienation; and that the oceu-
piers of Crown lands shall be allowed to
purchase on their runs certain defined areas
or quantities to enable them to carry out
pastoral occupation with safety to themselves;
and also with as much, if not greater,

_ benefit on the smaller quantity of land held

under freehold tenure than they ean enjoy
on a large quantity of unfenced land which
For, I maintain,
the pastoral tenants are tenants at will.

Dy. CuarniNor: Not quite—not practi-

r. PriNGg: Yés. I tell the honorable
and gallant member, 1f he understands what

are in the south such districts as
DPowns and Moreton, which will srow wheat

simply to this: = that the squatters shall be
enabled to purchase certain areas to ecarry

- on their occupations, on such a system as we

find agriculturists do now—to oceupy theland,
to work it as they think fit by fencing and

“improvement, and the expenditure of capital

otherwise upon it, to make the most they can
ofit. We require that they may be able, at
all events, when the residue of their runs is
wanted, to stay with their families on their
own freeholds in the country, and to carry on
in a degree the pursuits they have been
accustomed to; that they may be able to
retain their homesteads, where they have spent
somuch of their time engagedin those pursuits
—ingtead of having to give way to every
other class; and that they may have the same
chances that are offered to other classes.
Can there be any objection to that? Honor-
able members will agree with me that it
would be a great benefit to the colony. We

_ must view the question in every aspect, for it

is important; and however mich time is
taken up, this is necessary. It must be
recollected that in the northern districts of
this colony the greatest quantity, if notall, of
the land is not fit for agriculture, in the
proper sense of the term. Althoug]ﬁ there
arling

and other products, such is not the case in
the north. It may be that hereafter large

_quantities of land will be found fit for, we
will say, the production of tropical products.
. If it comes to that, why then my position will

be more fortified, as I shall explain. [t has
been proved, or, if not proved, 1t is generally
considered by good authorities, that sheep
can be carried upon a much smaller arca of
land if enclosed, and with equal, if not
greater, profit to the grazier, than if the land
is not enclosed. Therefore; 1f facilities are
given o persons to purchase adequate areas

of country fit for pastoral purposes— the
Crown can reserve those portions fit for
plantations of tropical products —we shall be
in the position, not only to obtain an increase
to our revenne by the money derived from
the absolute sale of the Crown lands, but to
reap prosperity otherwise. The purchaser
of the Crown lands; to derive any benefit

from his purchase, will have to fence and to

employ labor for the carl{?iug out of his

pursuits on his freehold ; and he will not only

éngage in pastoral pursuits—he will most

ikely put a portion of his land under culti-

vation, to provide for the wants of his family.
Under such a system we shall have home-

steads in the colony, with families located on.

them; for it would attract capital speedily
to our shores. = Population of the best

description would come, because we should -
have resident owners of the soil to invite it ;
vesident employées, who would no doubt be
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better than the sort we are gotting now,
would settle with the freeholders from time

_fo time; and we should have bond fide

scttlement rapidly advancing and becoming |

permanent.. And why should we not bring
about this state of affairs, if we can do s6
without detriment to the community, or any
difficulty whatever? T ask honorable miem:

_ bers, now, if it is so difficult to deal with

this question ?  Ts 1t difficult to provide for
people coming to the colony? If the
restrictions that T suggested be imposed;
while we provide for the alienation of the
land as I have proposed; those dangers

_which are apprehended from throwing open

the lands will be guarded against and

_avoided. I wish, also; to draw attention to

this faet, which has not been generally
thought much about: There is a class of
persons most desirable for this colony, yot
that I have never seen carrying on operations

here: although I know many have come out

to the colony; willing to invest their capital
and employ labor, but could not do so,

_ because there was no inducenient held out to

them and the land laws of the day did not
enable them to do so. 1 speak of & class of

_men who are amongst the best colonists:
_ not professed agriculturists, who understand

the practice and the theory of the cultivation

of the soil; and can invest their capital and

their labor in the agricultiral reserves; but
men who, though they would not attempt to

follow out a pursuit with which they are

_ unacquainted; and which requires peculiar

. of land, which they could occupy with
_advantage to themselves. I allude to men

__enter into that syste

_ already mentioned.

skill, would be able to settle in the colony if
we gave them a chance to obtain the freehold

who can bring with them a small capifal of
£1,000 to £3,000, and who would readily
of stock-keeping or
grazing within enclosed lands, that I have
Are we to lose such
colonists P Are we to turn such a elass from
our shores? We can bring out these people
if we aet properly, and the colony will be

 benefited by their settlement, their industry,
and their capital. Are we not bound to do

it? I say, Yes. How arewe todom? 1
will tell you how: we are to do it. By sup-
porting the principle which T have laid down,
the alienation of the Orown lands. = After the
reserves are made, even affer the squatters

~ have taken up their freeholds, there will be

‘Tor sale by auction,

large portions of countryavailable. For what?

_ be taken up—1I speak of the outside districts

—in areas of six hundred and forty acres,
or double that quantity; or enough for men
with a small capital to keep two or three
thousand sheep, within fences; then you will
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‘after all their labor, anxiety,

And ifthat country can

get that most desirable class of immigrants
out directly, Get them set down within

their fences, on their own frecholds, and you

will have a population worthy of Queens-
land. Nobody ean deny the correctness of

__ my proposition, because those men have been

~and

Sale Bill.

out here. What have they done? Some
of them, not able to go mto pgrazing
ursuits according to the present system
Eecause they had not capital enough, have
been unable to work their capital, and have
either spent it by loitering about and then
liad to earn a living by sweat of their
brows, or have turned th ckson Queens-
land and gone away from the colony which
had no room for them. That class is one.
that can be introduced largely if the laws
are properly framed. It is not to be sup-
posed that because fhe largest portion of the
country is fit only for squalting pursuits
that the squatters want the whole of it
If the squatters occupy such a large portion
of the territory mnow, it is because it is
better that they should do so than that the
country should be waste. Yet they are
reviled for that. '

The CotoNTAT SECRETARY : Who is revil-
g them P o .
Mr. Prine : I have heard it. Not

to-night, but often enough; and, perhaps,
before this debate is over, we shall hear them
reviled again.® That is no réason why they
should be hardly dealt with or roughly
handled at the present moment; nor is it a
reason why we should not take some trouble,
and expense, to
enable them to get some little footing on
the soil on which they have spent so many
years. I have gone very miuch into this
question, because I think 1t 15 one that ought
to be well considered by all of us; and [
think I may safely state, if my views are
correct, that the principles 1 have enunciated

_this evening ought to be the principles to

guide this House in framing and passing a
Land Bill.  Therefore, I have object.ec} to
this Billy brought forward by the Minister

for Tiands and Works;-—1t is not. I say, a

Bill to meet the requirements of the country.
It is not a Bill sufficiently extensive, or
comprehensive; it 18 a mere alteration,
to a very small extent, in the main,
of ‘the present land system; and it is
not suflicient. The colony is in a state
that deniands something more.  The immi-
gration question is intimately connected
with the sale of Crown lands. An‘gl while
we must, in passing a land law, consider the
question of immigration, we' must tale
immigration as a whole, not in part; for we
are not, to legislate for a particular class of
immigrants who come out with £30 land
orders to work on the reserves; we must
take all classes into consideration—the man

~of eapital who will settle amongst us; as well

as the mere laborer. We want labor, and .
we can get it by a particular kind of immi-
gration ; and we want eapital, ‘and‘wa shall
get it, and labor too, if we go the right way
aboutit. The latter isof little use without the
former, while capital will attract labor, and
employ it too. Capital is necessary fo labor,
labor is necessary to capital. 1t is
absurd to say that labor is comprehended in
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the few ships and the sort of immigration we
- now haye coming out, or that they are all we
_ want. There are no men of capital coming
out now, eéven under Mr. Jordan’s arrange-
ments.  We want capital —we want labor.
. Without immigration there is no money,
_without thoney there is no employment for
labor ;- —so that we do6 not want labor alone.
If the banks close ‘their doors, and the
pastoral interest be ruined by a false system
_ of lepislation for a particular class, that class
will g0 to the dogs very quickly, and all the
legislation of this House will not keep the
country above water. You must induce
persons who have capital to come out, or to
send their capital out. It must be recol-
lected that no capitalist will come out, or
send his capital out, to invest in agricultural
pursuits in this colony, unless he can see his
- way perfectly clear to getting a fair profit or
interest on his money, after paying all
expenses of the ftillage of the soil.: Before
such a class of persons come here, you must
shew that agriculture will enable them to do
that. But you may get a class of pastoral
occupants, of limited capital, to come out
_ under such a sysfem as I propose, who
will materially advance the prosperity of the
colony. The other classes of immigrants
who come out to take up the land are not
capitalists. They are good men, no doubt,
because they have the bone and musele to
_work ; buf what is the good of their coming
out if no money comes out? They cannob

10 Mav.|

_to the
Works: and, therefore, when he entered
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he informed the House was a resolution
arrived at by honorable members on this
side of the House. T believe the honorable
member was so far correct, but he did not
state all the circumstances connected with
the ultimate proposition made by the honor-
able members he referred to. It is true that
when the policy of the Government first
became known, certain honorable members
did feel considerable alarm at the proposed
action of the Government in reference to the
Crown lands of the colony, and they did pass
certain resolutions among themselves, as
undoubtedly they had a right to do. Those
resolutions were submitted to the Minister
for Tands and Works for his approval,
and contained the one which had been
read- whether they met with his approval
T cannot say. But a different regolution
was arrived at subsequently—and I think
great credit is due to honorable members
of this House who consented to the
alteration—and that resolution was either
submitted, or the effect of it was itimated,
honorable Minister for Lands and

this House this evening, he was well
aware that the resolution which honorable
members on  this side of the House
proposed in reference to the reservation
of agricultural areas was a different
resolution to that which he read to the
House. I will now read that resolution,
which, I believe, was submitted to the

get food to eat if there is no capital to

purchase the produce of their labor. We shall
_ see them walking about the streets having

nothing to do, and we shall be called upon to

~ contribute fo their support, either through
the corporation or as private mdividuals.

I have now concluded that portion of my

address mm which I have endeavored to
enforce the principles which I advoeate for
_the alienation of Crown lands upon a proper
basis. I will proceed to offer a few more
~ remarks, which I trust the House will listen
to patiently. In the first place, T shall make
_a few observations in reference to a remark
which fell from me as to the leasing clause
_in the Agricultural TReserves Act, and
_ although T fell into an error in reference to
. the Act now in foree; I was right to a certain

_ extent, because I believe that system of

leasing, upon the principles embodied m the
_ former Liand Act, the agricultural reserves
clauses of which contained a leasing clause,
is carried into effect at the present time in
~ the new reserves. That must be considered
by the Government a valuable clause, and
therefore they ought to have restored it by
inserting it in the Bill before the House, as
they must have found out thai the present
Act is inadequate to the wants of the colony
__without that leasing clause.  Now, sir; I also
_ wish to draw the attention of the House to
_ a remark which fell from the honorable
. Munister for Liands and Works, and a resolu-
_tion which he read to the House, which

_be a fair one.

honorable Minister for Lands and Works :
and it will be seen that it differs from the
previous one to a very great extent. There
were two or three objections to the first
resolution,
Legislative Council should have nothing to
do with the matter, or be in a position to
prevent the Government from proclaiming
speeial reserves. 1 think if that had been
finally proposed; the House could not have
dccepted 1t, and I do not think I, myself, could
have advoeated such a resolution; and, no
doubt, when the honorable members who
proposed the resolution reflect, they will
come to a similar conclusion. This only
shews that the more consideration we give
to an umportant subject like this, the more

likely we are to come to a fair and correct
I will now read the resolution

decision.
which we intend to submit to the House this
evening, and I think it will be admitted to
It states— , ,
“That reserves sufficient for public require-
ments shall be made in every distriet ; but no
proposed reserves shall be proclaimed if both
Houses concur in objecting to them.” . '
Now, that is a very different resolution; as I
will explain, to the one which was read by

_the honorable Minister for Tands and

Works, and the eflect of it is this:
that no reservation of lands for public
requirements - shall take effect if both
Houses refuse to concur in it-—that is to say,
if the reserve is so bad that the Legislative

one of which was, that the
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 Assembly condemns it, and the Legislative

refused 1 the Legislative Couneil:

_ Council also refuses its assent, it cannot be
. proclaimed-— it 18 not sufficient forone House

to consent to it. For it must be a bad piece
of workmanship whieh, upon discussion in
the Lower House is objected to, and is also
When

_ that is the case, T think it 1s time to condemn

‘18 necessary, and that 1t will
concurrence of all classes; because 1 cannot

it. 1 think, sir, some protection of this kind

meet with the

think the public of this eolony will ever
refuse to allow justice to be done, or to
uphold the prineiple, that while the Govern-
ment shall be allowed to carry out the Acts

-of Parliament, some kind of drag must be

put on to prevent bad management, and to

- suard against the effects of unlimited respon-
sibility,  And this brings me to a considera-

~ tion of the question raised by the honorable
~ Minister for Liands and Works, as to whether
_ the Government should not have power to

. [ASSEMBLY.]
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proclaim these regerves absolutely, without
any check whatever, Tt is all very well for

~ the Minister for Lands and Works to lay

down the proposition that the Government
must not be hampered, but it must first be
shewn that this resolution does hamper the
Government ; and I think honorable members
will agree with me that it does not. There

_ought decidedly to be some check, and for
this reason—if the Legislature gives the

power to any one individual, by a stroke of

. his pen, fo reserve any quantity of land which
~ he in his wisdom may think fit, without any

_ check on his action, and without any power

. of appeal to the representatives of the people

in this House, the people will be quite at the

_ merey of the Minister for Liands and Works.
1 do not mean to say that the Minister of the

present day, or any other Minister for Lands
and Works, would deal improperly with the
seleetion of reserves; and of course it must

. be understood that no argument of mine is

- the honorable gentleman at the hea

Minister for Liands

intended to cast any veflection upon
of
the Government; but the whole ques-
tion is, whether we fre not bound fo
secure the colony against the effects of
such an irresponsible exercise of power. Ifa
nd Works has the power,
which he now possesses under the present

Act, and will have under the Bill before the

House, 1 repeat it is necessary that there

_ should be seme check held over him; let us

provide this check, in the least offensive way

t0 any (Government, and at the same timein
such a manner as to guard the interests of the

_ publie. The Minister for Lands and Works
~ may act hastily, and without being at all
prejudiced, from perhaps the best motives,

yet in such a manneras may not be considered
most conducive to the interests of the country.
Let us take the-present case and the present

_position of the country, and we find that

there is a great anxiety on the part of the

Government to provide for agricultural

interests, because, as they assert, and pro-

‘make
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bably believe, that itis necessary to give sdme .

stimulus to that branch of industry. But, in

endeavoring to carry out their proposition,
they are inflicting a serious injustice at the

present moment upon certain persons, and are
not benefiting the public to the extent they

imagine ; while by 2 more judicious manage-

ment they might benefit the country to the
same extent, and obtain the aid necessary to
carry out their views.  1If that be the case,
such a check as 1T have mentioned is neces-

sary—at all events the necessity of such a

check should be fairly discussed by both
Houses. Now, sir, 1t has been deemed
necessary by the Government to provide

large quantities of land, which may be taken

up under the present system or the proposed
Bill, for agricultural purposes, and they have
also proclaimed a large quantity of land open
The first question that arises
is, 18 it necessary that such a large guantity
should be proclaimed at the present moment?

and if not, has not the action of the

Government, in  proclaimmg, or being

_about to proclaim, such a large quantity,

been beneficial, or rather, I may say,
has 1t not worked injuriously P I say that it
has, and I will endeavor to prove it. In the
first place, there has Dbeen a very larpe
quantity of land selected by the Selector of

Agricultural Reservesin the Moreton Bayand
Darling Downs Districts, and we also know

that his report has been laid upon the table '

of the House ; and we may fairly infer, after
reading in this proposed Bill the eclause
which gives the power to the Government,
or the Minister for Lands and Works {o
reservations, ,
enumerated in the report of the Selector of
Agricultural Reserves will be immediately

proclaimed. That is quite elear, because the

quantity of land referred to in the Bill must
be the same number of acres mentioned in the
report. (¢ No,no!” from the Government
benches.) I say Yes; if a member of the
Government informs me that it is not so,
then I can only say, why are we led to believe
it? T say that my argument is based upon
facts, and that I have drawn the proper
inference. And if the Governmentsay ¢ No,
no!” what objection, I ask, can they have to
a check being placed upon them? 1T can
come to no other conclusion than that, as

‘soon as this BIill is passed, every acre

mentioned in the report will be reserved.

The effect of that will be, that there will be
a much larger quantity of lIand reserved than
1s required ab the present moment, or would
even be faken up under free selection, and
beeause we have not the people in the colony
to populate these reserves, or to take up the
land at one pound per acre. 'We must first
get them out ; and we have not found out how
to do that, nor has the honorable Colonial
Secretary, or he would shew us - he would
have shewn us how we are to get people out:
10 this colony with their pounds in their
hands to pay for the large number of acres

that oll the lands



it 18 proposed fo reserve, mstead of coming
 down to the House, and asking us to shew
. him how a proper class of immigration can
_ be obtained.  The honorable gentleman did,
_certainly, bring in a resolution on the
_ subject; but 1t did not tend much to wolve
the problem. The Government are neither
prepared with thé immigrants or the money ;
- they have both to find. Then, of what use
are these large reservesP—mone, at all.
_ They may be required by-and-bye; but at
present they can be productive of no good,
and will be an mjury toother interests. The
effect will be that those large areds of land
_will be kept until the expiration of three
years unoceupied, or only occupied by the

few Immigrants who may take up land in

them. That is clear enough, for if there
arc such strong inducements to take up

-

_land in these reserves, how 1is it that |

~ the present rescrves have not been taken
up to a preater extent? T think T am
warranted in taking what has been done as

a proof of what will be done, and in affirming

. that these large areas will be occupied, pro
tanto, sofaronly. And how will other inter-
_ osts be injured? Why, in this way—these
_ reserves will not be available for the use
_ of any persons except those who happen to be
in oceupation of them-—the squatter on whose
_ run the reserve is made will not be allowed
_ to use it for grazing purposes. Now, if it
_were not, for certain reasons, which I shall
_ explain, I do not think it would be too much
_to say that he should not make use of it-—
_although, perliaps, there could be no harm
n grazing his sheep over that portion of it
not used by the settlers—but the injury of
__reserving so many acres, without any proba-
bility of their being occupied, consists in the
fact that these areas have been taken out of
runs held by gentlemen under lease. These
leases were leases which commenced in 1860,

_and were renewed at the expiration of 1865 -
_ leases held under the old Orders in Council.

Now, under the Orders in Couneil, the léssee
not only had the right of grazing, subject to
__ certain regulations laid down—an indefeasible
right—but he had also the option of buying
_ any portion of his run at £1 per acre, under
the pre-emptive right which has now been
taken away from him, T will point out
another way In which these interests have
_ not been duly provided for. At the expiration
of the fourteen years leases, at the end of
1865, the pastoral occupants, of the Crown
_ were subject to a revaluation of their runs,
in order to decide the rent they were to pay
_ for the next five years, commeneing from

1st January, 1866. Now, in that revaluation
_ of runs, the Government have not taken into
consideration all these reserves—all these

large areas—and the squatter is paying rent,

_ for all the land within the original boundaries
_ of his run. The Government knew very

_well, when they were valuing these runs,
at the Selector of Agricultural Reserves

was selecting land in all parts of the Dowis;
. = i 3 E & :
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and he lnew very well that he could have
made tlie reserves so as not to take away
these large areas from the lessees. I thinkit
is unjust to the lessee to compel him to pay

" rent upon land which has been taken away

from him, and upon which he is not allowed
to graze his sheep. ' .
The SEcRETARY For LanbDs AND WORKS :
He does not pay one shilling. , .
Mr. Pring : The Secrctary for Lands and
‘Works says that the lessee docs not pay; bub
he must first shew that the reserves were
taken into consideration m revaluing the
runs,until then my argument is correct. [
know the land laws as well as anyone in this
colony,—as well as the honorable gentleman
himself; though I may not®be so conversant
with the machmery of the Lands Office, or

so well up in the Ministerial working of that

branch. = T am not arguing without evidence
to back me, and T ask how it can be shewn
that I am wrong when T say that the
squatters are paying rent for land which
they are not allowed to use? 1 maintain,

sir, that some compensation should have

been made to the lessees, either in the form
of a diminution of rentf, or some system of
revaluation to include only the land actually
used. I say that these reserves ought not to
be proclaimed, and L have shewn, by the argu-

ments I have used, what may be done by the

Government 1if we do not place some check
upon them. Therefore, checks are useful,
and I think especially so in this instance, to

prevent enormous tracts of country, one-half

of which cannot be oceupied for years to
come, from being reserved. As long as the

Government have the power to take up lands

from time to time as they are required, what
complaint can there be—what more can the
intending emigrant require? [ repeat, thatit
is unjust to the lessee, and unwise, to set apart.

lands which are not required and cannot be

1sed. The resolution I have read is, therefore,
1 mainfain, a useful one, because it places a
check upon the Government; it does not
throw the power into the hands of either
House, of refusing to allow these reservesto
be proclaimed.  And although honorable
members, who do notlike to have their theory
upset, may be very pettish, I can tell them
that there are other men outside the House
who are of opinion that the proposition is a
good one, and they are persons who are not
guided by political feelings or interests. (Oh,
oh.) Honorable members may say “Oh, oh,”
but in dealing with a question of this kind
1 do not consider very much the opinions

of honorable members, I prefer to takepublic
opinion; and, therefore, they need not be
‘80 quick with their softo voce remarks. [
_wish now, sir, to say a few words on the land

question as connected with immigration.

Not that [ wish to gointo the whole subjectof

immigration; as that is not the question under
the consideration of the House. I regret very
much that the honorable Colonial Secretary,
with his expericuee and the asiount of time



he has evidently given to the subject of im-

. mioration;as well as to the question before the
- House, should have brought forward resolu-
_ tions in refercnce to immigration, which
__ simply amounted to nothing. The honorable
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results have arisen fault of
Government; and, possibly, partly from the
fault of the squatters themselves ; bug, at all
events, they require some assistance, and
some alteration should be made in the laws

_ _member, before asking us to affirm that
resolution, should have been prepared to say

__what was wanted, and to have set forth a

_ remedy for the evil. It is a very easy thing
for a doctor to come into my house and say
there is a disease in it, but that is of very
little use unless he makes some effort to cure

_ it. T hoepe the honorable member will take

_ a leaf out of my book, and go home and pre-

pare a series of resolutions, embodying some

 practical suggestions; and [ think, if he
__ listens to my remarks this evening, he will
. see what he ought to propose. 1If, sir; it had
_been my duty to have brought the subject

_ of immigration under the notice of the

_ House, Ishould certainly have been ready

_ with some distinet proposition, good or
~ bad® There 1s another subject which has
reference to Immigration; and as the question
before the House is so closely connected with

ammigration, [ trust the few remarks I have

to offer will be listened to patiently. 1 do
__not expect honorable members on the other
_ side of the House to assent to everything [
say, but I consider it to be my duty, as one

_of the people’s representatives, and a member
_of this House, to do the best I can for the

interests of the community; and if the

pinions [ expressdo not meet the views of a
‘majority of the people, I canonly hope that [
shall be able to amend them. There is one
~_ question which must be considered by this
_ House, because. although [ have gone af great

__question cannot be dealt with by a simple
 debate on the alienation of Crown lands:
I must, therefore, necessarily touch upon the

__ position of the pastoral oceupants of the
Crown in the outlying districts; leaving the

Moreton Bay and Darling Downs Distriets,
. and a few others, in the Lands of the honor-
_ ablememberfor Kast Moreton, Mr. R.Cribb;

o
C

. and as that honorable member has informed
 the House that he could give them all [ have
. said in about five minutes, T trust he will
_ not hesitate to enlighten the country, and if

~ he keeps his word, 1 can only say he will
__ have done more than any other man of his
_ age. It is obvious that the alienation of land
in the mterior can hardly be dealt with in

__ same way as n the southern districts, and
_ therefore 1t will be well to consider the
question in reference to the position of

_ the present and fubure occupanis of land
. In the outlying districts. It cannot be

_ denied that the present system is a very
bad one, :
___I'he occupants of Crown lands themselves do
ot feel secure in those districts, and I do
___not wonder at 1t, because confidence has been
_ 50 much shaken in the security of their

_ tenure that evil results are daily occurring to

lengthintothequestionof alienation, thewhole

the

and requires some alteration.

happier term. Now anything which retards

 under the present sys

_dreams of agricultural produce, and the

_existence of the colony-—whatever i may do

_remedy the evil: and I maintain that one of

_duction of capital is the insecurity of tenure
. _possessed by the pastoral oecupants of the

| oress of the colony isretarded. We must,

“and no stabili

which affect their properties. Kven if the
peculiar position of the pastoral occupants

~of Orown lands in the outlying districts did .

not call for some alteration, we are bound, as
members of this House, legislating for the
general good, to remedy any evil which may
affect the position of the colony itself. One
of the evil results 1 have spoken of is that,
em, the mtroduction
of a capital i1s prevented—or, I will say,
rather the introduction of a particular
capital 1s retarded—perhaps that is a

the mtroduction of capital is a serious .
thing; because, although we may have golden

suceessful cultivation of cotton and sugar,
there can be no doubt that at the present
moment we are deeply interested in the
production of wool. T believe that the

by-and-bye—at present is dependent upon
that. And, if 1 am correctly informed, the
position of the colony in this respect is not
very good, and something should be done to

the reasons which mitigate against the intro-

Crown. Tt is perfectly true that in these
districts they have fourteen years’ leases;
but, at the same time, they are subject to
certain restrictions which, in pomt of fact,
render their occupation a very insecure one,
as far as regards the investment of capital.

It 18 well known that the pastoral occupants

of Crown lands in this, as well as in the other
colonies, carry on their operations with
borrowed capital, as well as their own; and,
therefore, if the facility for borrowing
money is interfered with--and, of course,
the expenditure of borrowed capital is just
as beneficial to the colony, although, perhaps,
not 80 much as to the borrower the pro-

therefore, consider the question in another
phase, and regard capital as not only
belonging to the individual, but the colony,
and to ‘enable him fto borrow, we must
do something to add to the stability
of his position, and give him a pgreater
security of temure. It is useless for any
honorable member to contend thatthis is not
the true position of the colony at present,
ty will be given to the position
of the pastoral occupants unless some
measure be devised for their benefit. Tdo
not mean to say that we must give any
partial privileges, which persons in other
districts are not to have, but I think we
can apply such a remedy aswill enable them
to borrow money from England, at a much

1

_the colony. No doubt some of those evil | lower interest than they pay for colonial

W



_ first question a capitalist asks, before he
_ advances any money to a squatter, is—*What
_Is your security P - And the answer may be—

o many sheep on the run.”’

s will encourage the introduction of capital
to this colony. The insecurity of tenure

_is one of the principal causes of the
_ present distress, and that arises from the
_ oxisting laws. If the principles which 1
. _bave endeavored to inculeate in the earlier
_ part of my address could be carried out, one

oreat evil would be remedied ; becanse the

pital, and that we may paS§ such a'médéﬁre‘ '

to impress upon honorable members— that we

. ko

must legislate for the whole community. T
am anxious to impress upon the House the

necessity of doing something to secure, iff

 possible; a security of tenure to the pastoral

_occupants of the Crown lands of the colony.

1 do not pretend to say that I have put for-
ward stich able arguments in support of the
position I have taken, as might have been
advanced by other honorable members, but I

¢ A fourteen years’ lease under the Crown and
The ecapitalist

_ replies —“ Viery pood, but T am told that your

lease. althouch for fourteen years. is so far

_ ingecure that your land may be taken up at

__any moment.”

 The ar
_ this:

 The Coroniar SECRETARY : No, no.
~ My Priveg: It is absurd to say “ No,”
because there is the clause in the Act

_which says that 1t may be taken away

at any time, afler twelve months' notice.
ment then resolves itself into
the capitalist
very well, but I do not care a two-penny

_ bit for your run, because, if the land istaken
~ away from you, the sheep will die, and,

therefore, what is the sécurity of your
tenure P You may have a good holding lease
for fourteen years, and if during the term of

_that lease you can shew me that you ean

purchase land to graze your sheep on, I will
advance you the money, but not otherwise.”
And that argument applies to the man who

_ carries on his operations with his own means,

s well as to the man who lends his capital

to be expended in the country. So that,
if we provide some better security of

_ tenure we obtain a large nflux of capital,

 asisnow the case in the
the prosperity of fthe
. revived, trade will be

and the colony will be benefited pro fanto,
and instead of being in a languishing state,
outlying districts,
country - will  be
j _invigorated, and
confidence restored, and we shall
10 give such evidence of our progress to

. the people in England, that capital will
. flow mto the colony. For there are persons,
_ sir, at home as well as here, who are deeply
_ interested 1 our affairs.
_ in debating a question of this kind, that

‘We must not think,

he
actual oceupants of Crown lands who invest

. their money in this country are the only
_ persons to be considered. There are many

 persous in England who do not find sufficient

___ opportunities of employin
home, who would be glad

hicher rate
_ such a meagsure as will induce them to come
. out, we shall
- classes of the community. ' For each person
_ 1n this colony 1s miore or less interested in
__every pursuitwe are all dependent upon
_ eachother. ltisperfectly ridiculous to argue
__ infavorofoneclassor theother; we canonly
__geton as a body, and it is that which T wish

g their capital at
: to reap the advan-
tage which this colony affords to invest at a
of interest: and if we can pass

confer a lasting benefit upon all

says—* That is all

be able

| say to such an extent as

believe I have given a truthful version of the
state of things which is well known to many
honorable members in this House, and to

‘many influential people in this country.

Sir, I feel convinced that evil results
will accrne unless something is done. I
have made these remarks upon the position
of the squatters in the northern distriéts, and
the mode in which the lands of the colony at

_present unoccupied should be dealt with, that

honorable members may endeavor, by-and-
bye when the proper time comes, to male
some better provision than at present exists.
I have been induced to make these remarks,
also, because the subject is one which 1s ulei-
mately connected with the question before
the House, and also for the still greater
reason, that the main principle, which Ihave -
advocated this evening in refercnce to the
alienation of Crown lands; would tend to give
that security of tenure which T so earnestly
desire tosecure. T think, sir, I have now said
enough upon the subjeet, because it is not the

~ question that we are practically debating. T

think I have addressed myself, to the best of
my ability, to the prineipal points of interest.

I must confess that I have not been able to

devote as much time as I could have desired
to the consideration of these important
questions, because, as honorable members |
and the public are aware, my time is taken
up by my professional pursuits. [ rvegret

_my inability, from want of time, to do

greater justice to the subject; but [ trust,
nevertheless, that T have advanced argu-
ments which will so far operate upon the
minds of honorable members—I will not
' to mduce them to
depart altogether from the views they have
taken up before they entered the House,
but I hope the remarks I have made will
have the effect ef modifying those views
very considerably. One good effect, I trust,
will have been produced. T hope we shall
discuss this question calmly and impartially ;
for I am convinced that the interest of this
colony will never be successtully advocated,
as long as class feelings and party discussions
are introduced. I am thoroughly satisfied
that the greatest deliberation is necessary in
debating a question of this importance, and
that it 1s not a question in which either side
should endeavor to stand out against the
other ; and although questions may occur
which may give rise to strong feelings, this
is not oné of them. 1 think we should, it
we possibly can, meet éach other and devise
some measure to suit all classes, and if we
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_ cannot at the present moment carry out
_ such a measure, we may at all events get
an instalment of some compreliensive scheme
__which may hereafter be fully carried out.
1 am certain that this ean be done, if
honorable members will apply themselves to
thie task, because we are now in the position
_ that each honorable member, as far. as the
_ interest e vepresents, may fairly give and
_take, if only there is the will to do so.
 But if there are obstinate minds in this
- Assembly who will insist upon acting dicta-
_ torially, and refuse to be convinced by any
_ arguments, and party feeling and party
_taction is introduced, no good whatever wiil

result from the debate, and we shall be

 placed in this position : that what is done by -
. the majority of to-day will be undomne by the

_ majority of to-morrow ; and we shall appear
__ to the world as a colony in which the land
. poliey is in an unsettled state, and nothing

_ that we eando will giveany confidence in our

legislation, and we shall lose the good faith we

~ have hitherto possessed. T foel so convineed
_of this, that T again ask the House to

_ reflect upon what T have said, and to debate
__the question calmly and dispassionately and
. not to come hastily to a conclusion ; and
__if I have been wrong in some of the argu-
~ monts which T have advanced; or in any
_ mference 1 have drawn, T trust I shall be

- convineed of my error. [ say again, for
~ myself; and on the part of the honorable

members whose views 1 advocate, that T now

hold out the hand of friendship to the

_ Government, although we have been called

the Opposition, and have been represented as

 coming down to this House with the inten-

_ tion of overturning the Ministry and
_bringing about a general election ; as one

of that body, I say, with their full authority
d sanction, that we are quite prepared to

. areready to assist the Government to the
. best of our ability in framing a Land Act

_which will conduce to the honor and credit
_ of the colony. And I do think, sir, that the

Government might aceept our offer. It may

. be, and I think the honorable Minister for

_ Lands and Works ab the present moment

might, with a very good grace, tell the House

_ that although it was not the intention of the
_ Government at present to bring in a compre-

_ hensive Land Bill, yet, after hearing the views

__of honorable members during this debate, he
_ had so far altered his opinion that he con-
sidered, atleast for the interests df the colony,

it _was necessary that the propriety of

_introducing such a measure should be fully
and earefully deliberated. I can assure that
honorable gentleman that no objections will

. be raised on this side of the House; that he

will receive our support, and I think there is

. no doubt that such s measure could be |

_ carried out. At all events, if evil conse-
_ quences follow his refusal, and that of his
colleagues, to accept the proposal which T

now olfer to him, all T now sayv 15, that the
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_ responsibility will rest upon Lim, and nc
uponus. The Government will not be able
hereafter, after having been warned and
_invibed to co-operate with us in the setile
_ment of this question, to cast the blame

G0l outthe hand of frendilin aad thatwe

_ classes and be worthy

and

upon us—they will not then be able to say

that the question was not fairly brought

before them—they will mnot be

in a
position to aceuse us of any /ldches, or
t0 say that we endeavored to coerce the

Government to pass a Tand Bill peculiarly

suited to our own interests. [ ask them,

therefore, carefully and deliberately to con-
sider what I have said, and [ should further

like to ask this House, if I may be permitted

to do so, becaunse I shall not have another

opportunity of speaking upon this question -

not to come hastily to a conclusion. Most

lionorable members on one side or the other
will desive to give expression to their views

upou it; and [trust, therefore, the dcﬁat’@e will
not be a hurried one, and that the question

‘will be fully and fairly considered. I believe ‘
I have now said all T have to say, and L only

wish to observe, in conclusion, that if in the
course of my speech I have said anything

which can bé considered discourteous to any
honorable member of this House, I am sorry
If L have made any remarks

to have done so. ;
which have appeared so to the honorable

Minister for Lands and Works, I can only
agsure that honorable gentleman that they
were provoked by the mannerin whichhe chose

-

to handle his own brief, if T may so term it, .

_andthat they weremade withperfect goodtem-

per. If I have involuntarily used any harsh
expression I willingly withdraw it, because

 hold this to be a question which ought not to -
evoke any intemperate or any bad feelings. 1t
iz not one upon which party feclings should

runriot. [ have dealt with it as temperatoly
and calmly as I could. I thank the House for

rather lengthy address—more lengthy, per
haps, than it should have been, but not more
80 than the subject demanded, for 1 frust
honorable members will agree with me that

the attention it has accorded me during my .

it embraces a number of important. questions
which cannot be hastily decided. T hopethe

result of this debate will be, that we shall

produce a measure which will satisfy all

Queensland. ’
T'he CoroNIAL SECRETARY :

of the colony of
During' the

first part of the speech of the honorable and
learned gentleman who has just resumed his

seat, I was inclined to think that my honor-

able friends on the other side of the House had

made a mistake 11 choosing their advocate,

as T thought the honorable gentleman did not '

_appear to be well up in his bricf, but latterly
1 have somewhat changed my opinion, and [

agreo with the snggestion the honorablemem-
ber made towards the close of his speech,

that honorable members should approach the
consideration

1 will endeavor to act

of this question in a temperate
~and forbearing spirit towards each other, and
upon that suggestion.



- cerLamly stated so to me.

. over the executive functions of the
_menttothe Parliament ; and if that were done

C’v own, Lan(ls

has been the desire and ob_]ect of the Govern-

~ment, while protecting the great producing

~1ntelest of the colony, to encourage as much
ag poss1b1e without damaging other interests,
_ the seftlement of an agricultural population.
‘That system has been pursued smce the
 passing of the land laws in 1860, and 1t is not
__intended by the present Government to
depart from it.
laid down this afternoon by the honorable

_ the Secretary for Lands and Works was

_alluded to by him some months ago n a
eech he delivered when on a visit to the
. ]galhncr Downs. When I took office the

__ Bill now before the House was in print, and

had therefore, I presume, been carefully con-

Smce the Land Bﬂls were passed in 1860 it

The policy which has been

sidered and avreed to by the former Govern-
ment. [t was laid before me, and the honor-
_ able gentleman who joined the Ministry with
. nie, and after considering it, we agrced to its
_ provisions ; under these circumstances, I con-
__sider the present Ministry are not doing
more than carrying out a measure that sould
lLave been brought in by our predecessors,
and we have not, as the honorable member

who has sat down has asserted, originated
the poliey of the Bill,

' %reat consideration has been given to them

Dby the Ministry. 1t was stated to me that

_ by the first proposition it was intended to do
away with agricultural reserves altogether.

. Mr Darrymere No!l never.

The Corontat SrcreETARY : Well, it was
Howerver, that was
~ modified so for as, that by the resolutions
' ul‘mma,tely drawn up it was proposed that the
necessity of proclaiming agricultural reserves

should be left to the dosision of both Houses

of Parliament, which was the same thing.

~ This proposition was objected to on the

, ground that to accede to it would be to give

Grovern:

_ the House might depend upon 1 that there
_ would be no agrmultural reserves given af all.

The Government endeavored in every way

poss1ble tomeet honorable members opposite,

fyuﬁibut we found that we could not make reason-
__ able terms with them at all, and that is the

reason the negotiations came to anend.  The
_ honorable and learned gentleman who is the
leader of the Opposition said that the neso-

_ tiations were broken off on account of the
- obstmacy of some honorable members of the

_ Ministry.  That allusion may have been

. intended to apply to myself; and if so, I can

_only inform the honorable gentioman that all
the other members of the Ministry held the
_same opinions as Lheld; and the honorable the

':‘ _ Premiér acted on his own responelblhty, being
. of opmion that his views were in accordance
__with the views generally entertained on the
1 will

land question throughout the colony.
now proceed to meet, some of the. arguments
put forth Dby the honorable and learned

. As to the propositions |
_ that'were submitted by some honorable mem-
- bers opposite, [ can assure the House that

- bers opposite, that in dealing with it I sha
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' member for Ipswwh and [ Would remark in .
_ the first place, that thonsh this is a B]ll

professedly dealing with the henatlon
of the Crown lands of the colony,
is more to be rogarded as merely a codl-
fication of the law as it at present exists,
with a few shght alterations, the same 28 was
done with the Leasing Act last session. [
did not agree with the Act, but I see some
honorable members opposite who did agree
with 1t. A statement has been made that
the question was asked the honorable the
Secretary for Tands and Works last session;
whether he intended infrodueing a compre-
hensive Land Bill providing both for the
leasing and alienation of lands ; and that his
answer was that he would do so this session.
Now, I am satisfied he did not make any
such promise. , .
Mr. Darrymere: He did.

The Coroniar Secrerary: I am satisfied
he did not, or T should have remembered it,

for 1 felt a deep interest in the answer thaat' .
might have been made to any such question,

Mr. Darrvuerp: You were not in the
House at the time.

The Coronrtar Smemmrary: It has been

said that the question was asked when 1 was

not in the House; but if so, I cannot find

any notice of it on the records of the House.

The honorable member for the Kennedy can

bear me oub in saying that the question
asked was as to the Leasing Acts; and the
answer given was, that it was not the
intention of the Government to interfore
Wlth the Leasing Acts at present in foree.
Mr. Datryyern: The other questlon Was"
asked on a subsequent occasion. ,
The CoroNtar SECRETARY: Then I was
not in the House at the time. This question

is so much mixed up with the propositions

that have been submitted by honorable mem

have to allude both to them and the Bil

- The present land laws have been in force
now for a perlod of six or seven years,
~ and during that tinte millions of acres have

beon alienated, and such portions as have
been re-sold by the original purchasers from
the Crown have realised prices very much over
the upset price by the Government. - Now I
ask whether, in the face of stich facts, we aro

entitled to make such an alteratlon as that

contemplated by hor norable members opposite
—that the price of land should be reduced to

five shillings an acre.  There are many objec-
tions to sucha course, and argumentsthat may
be used tothe contrary. The Government;
stand in the position 6f conservators of the
public property; and, standing in that position,
should, in alienating lands, do so sradually,
and should take cave that the lands are sold
only at such a price as they will fetch in the
market. Now what would be the effect of

- reducing the lands to five shillings an acre

at present? A large quantity of land has
been sold at the usual upset price, and to
reduce the upset price of Crown lands to




'~”ﬁve shllhngs an acre Would be in eﬁbct |

. 1o reduce the value of those lands alveady
_ alienated by three fourths of their original
y"value That 18 a fact which should be taken
into consideration. Apgain, honorable mem-
bers should remember that if we reduce
~ the price of land, one of the plmmpal effects

will be to give rise to a laroe amount of -

_ speculation and jobbery; and that is one

_ of the evils that all Governments have to
guard against in anything they do in rela-
tion to the lands of the country. There is

__ another objection which oecurs to me, bub
__ which I have not yet heard touched upon;
__ and that Is the effect such a reduction as that

. proposed would have upon our credit at
 home.
 of it?—and how can we g0 into the market
~ for turther loans, with any ehanee of success,

. if the public ereditors are told that we have
_ reduced their security at one swoop by

. three-fourths of its vaiuer The application
. of this principle has been so far departed
_ from, that the proposal, it is now susgested,
_ should not take effect in the southern, but

_ouly m the northern portions of the colony.

. Now, I do not see any good reason for
maling this difference, exeept that in the

__ north there are no vested interests; but even
_ s0, 1 do not see why the price of land should

_ be five shillings in one part of the colony,
~and four times that price in another part of
the colony Tn this view, L may state that I
~ do not agree with all my colleagues; at
the present fime, I do not see 1t. The
proposal of the Land Lieague in the north is,
hat the land should be reduced, not to five
] 1111n(rs an acre, but to halfta-erown an
acre. Now, we will suppose that the land in
. the north be reduced to half-a-crown an acre;
do the people suppose that the land ‘at
ch a price would fall into the hands of the
squatter, or of the agriculturist?
A letter from Sir Charles Nicholson has

__in which be deprecates the continuance
_ of the leasing system, and advocates the
_ principles of the Land League. I happen
to lknow that Sir Ch arles  Nicholson

is the chairman of a company, possessing a
_very large capital, which has been formed in
England, and I know they sent out an agent

all the land e could get at a low price and
selling it at an advanced price. Now, if the
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"Were more startled by the statementumade
by the honorable and learned member for

- What will the public creditor think

Not at all.

lately been published in the colonial papers,

_ some time ago for the purposs of buymg up

Tpswich, when Lie said that his constituents

I mean the honorable member's opposite—
were prepared to agree to the lands in the

agricultural reserves being reduced to five

shillings an acre, if the squatters were

allowed to purcha,se their lands at halfa-
crown an acre. Now, what is the cause of
the lands in the acrrwultural aredas being
sold at a lower rate than those outside :
of the reserves? simply that there may
be secured to the immigrants who come

' here at their own oxpense an equivalent

for their passage money, in the shape of
so many acres of land. 1 remember when

| the matter was taken up by omne of the

present members for North Brisbane, Mr.
Raff, when he was formerly a member of the
House, and who has ever been consistent in
his views on the queqtlon, which is more than
I can say wilh respect to the honorable and
learned gentleman who is now the leader of
the Opposition. The Government, at the time
to which I refer, save way fo the honorable
member so far, that, as recommended by a
committee, each immigrant paying his own

passage to the colony should receive a land

order for eightecn acres of land on his arrival
—or, rather, that he should receive a land
order for thirty acres, receiving one portion
on his arrival, and the other portion after he

had resided in the colony for two years.
Since then the thirty acres has been given to
Lim at once; and he can go and select his
land on the reserves as soon as he landsin

the colony.  We have been told, also, that the

Alienation of Lands Act does not afford a
sufficient inducement to bring people out

_ here from home, and we are told that greater
_inducements are held out in America and

Canada, and other colonies, for people to go
thele Now, I maintain that the difference
in the matfer of inducement is immaterial,

and that the difference lies in a cause beyon&‘”

our control, An immisrant arrives in
America or Canada, and he gets his land
on his arrival there, if it is given to
him; and an unnlgrant who comes outthere
hag his land given to him on his arrival
here, in the agricultural reserves. There-

fore, the difference 18 nob in the matter

of mducement, but m the length of the
passage.  The facilities that have been

held out to agriculturists and to persons of

_price of the land is reduced to half-a-crown
or five shillings an acre, the land; [ undertak

@

“as could be conceded to them.

small capital to come here have heen as great
We give them

':",fto say, will not fall into the hands of the

. _squatter or the agriculturist, but into the

_hands of Sir Charles Nicholson's company.
Well, we are told the northern squatters

_ are i that position, that they require relief
_ from the Government, and yet they propose

_ to buy up the lands; and the proposition of
 the league is; that the selectors of land should
~ be allowed to purchase it by deferred pay-
__ments, which is a proposition that would not
be agreed to by any (zovernment But we

the land, and all we could do n addition

- would be to fence it in, plough it up, sow it,

and give them the first year's crop for nothing.
I do not know if honorable members, who
advocate greater inducements, would be
prepared to go that lenoth. The cause of the
falling off in 1mm1g1a,t10n 1s, I believe, owing
to the adverse 'and unpropitious seasons we
have lately experienced, and it appears to
me, 50 far as my experience goes, that the
seasons here are all unpropitious. Howex er,




\ cultivate it.

‘ _ destroyed by drought.

. ~refer1mg to.

. ,‘the people Who come out get then' 1and at
once; and they can go and settle on it and

; We know that for the last three
_ seasons, sinee agriculturists came and took up

the Iand the seasons have been unpropitious.

_ One season the erops were destroyed by rust,
_ the second they were destroyed by ﬂoods,
and during the third season they have been
Such has been the
history of agriculture since the present laws
came nto operation. Again, those who are
complaining of the depressed state of the
country should bear in mind that the country
~ has been raised from its true state to a false
_ state in Hngland, and that the people in
TBngland  have discovered that we are

now suffering the consequences-—that we

. are now sulfering the consequences of over
_ inflation. The country has been too much
cried up, but there is an under-current of
_ information, as to the state of the colony,
_ which we do not see, but feel the effects of.
I mean an tunder-current of information by
letters sent home, which js more eflicacious
than all the leading articles that appear in
the newspapers here. I hold, then, that it

is from this over-inflation that, we are now

suffering. 1 now come to the cause of the
depression  in the case of the northern
squatters.  When the Tand Acts were

. passed in 1860, the whole of the lands in the
_north were in the hands of speculators who

__ shut up the land; and ma,de no useof it at
_all. (Cries of “ No, no.”’) I say, Yes; and
the ob_]ect of the Unoccupled Crown Lands

_ Act was to enable bond fide squatters to take

up the country. There was a clause inserted
_in the Act that made the occupation of the
country by stock compulsory, and the object
__ of the clause was to prevent the evil 1 am
I am told that the great evil

in the Bill was this elause; but I cannot
_ agree in that opinion, especially as the whole

of the country in thenorth, up to the shores of
 Carpentaria, has been talen up and stocked.
I this clause that is complained of had not

 been in the Act such would not have been

the case. But here, again, there are adverse

_ circumstances at work, Almost immediately

_on the passing of the Act a great demand
arose forsheep and cattle with which to stock
the runs. . Unfortunately, it Lappened at the
time that scab broke out in New South

Wales, and we were obliged to stop the
_ importation of sheep from that colony.. That

_caused a great rise in the price of sheep

_obtained elsewhere. Then, in consequence of

_the wet season, and the great expense thereby

_caused in removing stock from one place to
_ another, and the great rise in wages 1n spite
~ of our 1immigration, occaswned by the
- demand for labor from the rapid taking up
of country, 1t was 1mposs1ble for the squatter
to stand against all those adverse circum-
_stances. T know, also, that those who took
up runs m the north, by buying up runs at
_enormous prices from those who held them,
_had also to pay enormous prices for their

- sfc’)ck‘;‘\and;, many Who,todk: up','thSG runs
had neither capital of their own nor expe-
That being the case, can we be

ment to be blamed

Why has

' ,m Bill.

rience.

surprised at the result; and are the Govern-

for those results

being attributable to

not.

the operation of the '
Acts in force at the time? 1 should think
If there is any blame to be attributed

to the Act for those results, it is that it was

too liberal.

The Government are told that

they did not give due facilities for taking up

coun try, that the tenure is so bad the banks
would not advance money to enable the

holders of runs to stock them; but againsb

that, we have the fact that the TUDS are.

taken up with a rapidity unpwcedented
the

country  been taken up

so rapidly P Because the squatters in other
colonies consider our land laws so much more

Liberal than those in the other colomes

Now I come to the question of capital.

One great

argument which has been”,.;"

used in that way goes to say that an "

alteration in our land laws,

and an

improvement in the tenure of the squatters,
would induce a large amount of capital to

conie into the colony

I say that that

capital has come into the colony already,
whether borrowed or in the hands of those
by whom the runs are occupied. I know
that there are between three and tour mﬂhonsf -

of borrowed money owing by the squattms
which is as muech as they ean stand;

‘most of this money isin the country, and 1t 13

only the interest tpon it that goes out of the
country. Now this we all know, that the

tenure of the northern squatters is not. 10 b
interfered with In any way, nor are

_northern squatters to he interfered with. .

FEverybody knows that in the course of time

the lands’ of the Darling Downs will pass
outof the hands of the squatters: and
all these circumstances were as well known
four millions were

when the three or

brought into the colony as they are now,
so I cannot see how any alteration of the
land laws that would cause money to flow
into the country would benefit the squatters,
for already most of the runs have been taken

up hy means of borrowed ecapital.

ifficulties:
about the antagonistic feeling of the presont

Government to the squatters; that there is

such a feeling, 1 deny a.ltogether It would
be rather an extraordinary thingif a Govern-

Most of
_ those who have taken up runs had no
capital of their own at all, and hence to a

reat extent was to be attributed their
ﬁ Now a great deal has been said

ment, three of whom are squatters, andtwo of
whom have had long experience in matters

relating  to squatting  property, should

entertain any such feeling.  For my part, L

very commencement;
the leasehold system—speakmg with al
respoct to Sir Charles Nicholson and his com

liave seen squatting in allits phases, from the
and [ maintain that

pany —is the system that has made this .

~colony. 1 say that but for the leasehold '



. I"Qad:

. through the House.

. non-payment of rent.

 delibe

'?' 2:06{ .

 system, the colony would not be in the pros-
perous position it is in at the present
 tim

il

ishing condition. 1 remember the

_ time when Sir Charles Nicholson held a

_ different opinion to what he has recently put
_ forth, and that was when the first tenure was
_ given to squatters, twenty-five yearsago. I
- consider myself to be the friend of the squat-
_ ters, and T desire to act towards them as a
_ friend. Their own policy which they have
_ put forward I consider 1s a suicidal one;
and I would advise them to let well alone,
and accept their present position. When
_the land laws were passed in 1860 the
_ squatters were contented ; and I remember
__when the Bill for giving them a five years’

_extension of their tenure was about to be
) second time, the honorable member
rth Brisbane, Mr. Raff; walked out of

for

__ the House, as he would not consent to the
_ squatters legislating for themselves. When
_ spealang on that Bill at the time, I remember

saying that the Bill was not 4 measure for

_ terminating the leases at the end of five
__years, but a Bill providing for their renewsl

trom five years to five yearson a revaluation ;
. and 1 appeal to the honorable and learned

 member for Ipswich himself, if that was not
_the case when those Bills were passed

_ apricultural reserves, the honorable member
_ who preceded me is all abroad, for no
__agricultural areas have been proclaimed
_ sinee hie leff the Government. The honorable

__member, also, speaking of alienation, aroued

__that there should be leasing clauses applicable
. 1o those areas. Well, in the first place, there
. were leasing clauses, and the occupiers were

_allowed to lease lands along with their

' . purchased lands; but what has been the

_ result? Why, that out of 7,000 leaseholds
_ of that kind, 6,000 have been forfeited for
' If that is not a proof
__ of the tailure of the system, I do not know

whatis. Tt is the like of this that prevented
 the passing of a perfect Land Bill such aswas

shadowed forth by the honorable member

_ for Maryborough the other night. Since

this question has been raised, we find that

_ we have all different opinions as to what the
. land laws should be, and every one who
‘speaks on the subject will express an opinion

different from that of any one else.  The

 honorable member for the Leichhardt, Mr.

Sandeman, said the other nicht that the ery
had been raised by one section of the com-
_ muniby against the squatters.
~ member, who is the head of the squatters
_ —the head centre, as I may say—has got
. up scheme after scheme, and meeting affer

_ nieeting, forthe agitation of thisland question,
 and I believe a sort of club was. formed
. amongst the squatters, and a room was

engaged in which fo hold their
itions. I was never invited to attend,
_ but on one occasion I happened to enter the
room accidentally when a scheme of some

Spect
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covered with flocks and herds, in a

~ which ;
No one can object to that, not even the =

With regard to the

Thathonorable

 sr Bl

kind ‘01"1 other was under "dis'(m‘ssi()ny." It1 .
- remember rightly, it was a scheme for buying

up the lands of the colony at the rate of &

shilling an acre. Mr. Moffatt, the late Colonial

Treasurer, was present, and I remember his

saying that it was impossible for the Govern-

ment to agree to the proposition. It is the
honorable member himself who has raised the
cry, if thereis any cry at present. Up to the
present time the squatters have always been
well treated. The Darling Downs squatters
have had twelve years of uninterrupted pros-
perity, and have been allowed to buy up
princely estates by means of land orders
they purchased from immigrants.

honorable member for East Moreton, Mr.

R. Cribh, who out of doors is considered to

be the great anti-squatting member of the
House, but who, when there is any question
before the House affecting the squatting
interests, always takes the part of the squat-
ters. It always happens when there is any
depression, and the public mind is directed to
seek for the cause and the remedy, that the
squatters, if the land question is adverted to,

get up and say that a cry has been raised
against them. Now, this ery was never raised

till those honorable menibers opposite came
from Ipswich, created an agitation, fornted a
club and took rooms; and entered upon a
course of action with the purpose of shewing
the Governnient that they meant to carry their
views. 1 believe the Bill before the House to

be a good measure, and I havenodoubtsome

valuable amendments will be made upon itin
committee. As I previously stated, the Bill
was in print when I came into office, and 1t
has since been well considered by the Govern-
ment. The present Government, I have no

‘hesitation in saying, is the friend of the
- squatters. and, as I told the squatters, if they

would leave the matter to the Goirerniﬁ’eﬁt‘,‘&”
cry would never be raised on this oceasion ;
but, from the action taken by the squatters

themselves, a cry has been raised and meetines

are held at which the land question is agitated
and the squatters are referred to in no very

Mriendly terms. '

My, Daveymere: I amnotatall Sﬁrprised -
to hear the speech of the honorable the

~ Colonial Secretary who has just sat down.
1t is only such a speech as we might have
expected;, considerimg lLis previous career.

1t is only what we might have expected from
him, from the course he has adopted in
regard to the land laws of the colony, and
especially from the position he has assumed
towardshis brother squatters. T shall not at
the present moment eénter upon an answer to
the various questions he has raised in this
debate, but T will proceed to the general con-

sideration of the subject; and 1 feel thatn

‘doing so, as a comparatively young member
of the House, as one comparatively unused

to debate, after the prolonged speech, 1

may say cloquent speech, mads by my
lionorable and learncd friend on my right,
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h . *‘honorable member for Ipswwh any

r and lame. At the same tlme, 1 shall
_had, to adduce a few facts for the information
ofthe House. The question has been entered
_info, and the manner in which it has been
___ entered into induces me to commence Wlth
__ the state of the question during the session
 of 1865; and T bog to recall to the recollec-

. tionof thls House, that during the session of;
1865 the consideration of the question of
_ granting relief to the northern squatters first.

_ brought about the consideration of an altera-
tion in the land laws; that a deputation, con-

_ sisting of a number of influential members of
the House, waited on the honorable the

: _ Munister for Lands and Works, and requested

him to tale into consideration the advisa-
_ bleness of framing a comprehensive land

law, and to afford relief to the squatters;
_and also to mtroduce into the details prin.

_ciples similar to those which have heen
alluded to by the honorable and learned
member for Ipswich to-night. 1t has been
stated Dby the honorable the Colonial
 Secretary that no promise was ever given
Dby the honorable the Minister for Lands and
 Works to introduce such a Bill; but I state
distinetly o this House that such 2 promise
_was given, not only in this House, but also
_in the office of the honorable gentleman, to
16 deputation who waited upo
The SECRETARY FOR lun

_ do you mean by comprehensive?
Mr. Darevmere: 1 beg to draw the

_ attention of the House to the speech of the

“Whonorable the Secretary for Lands and

Works, on the subject of agricultural
55 made in this House last session, in.

_ reference to fthis subject, in Whlch the
. _honorable gentleman says: — ,

; a,ppl‘

ies of Australiathe land question has always

- been looked upon as the greab question of the

 day. And as the Government of this colony are
otly prepared to approach the subject, and

_ House is to allow them sufficient time to prepare
. and arvanpe the details of such a Bill as they

_ trust will satisfy the House, and meet the requu'e- '

. _ mients of the country for many yeurs t0 come.’

If the honorable genﬂeman, when he so

- expressed himself, did not mean to introduce
a comprehensive measure, 1 do not know

~ what he was driving at. It certainly appeared.

so to me, and to gentlemen who joined me

' :  ; m the deputatlon, and who agreed with me
_in the agitation during the lash session. As

o a

g the latter part of last session I was

‘ "';unfortlmately absent from the House, and

unable to tale part in the debate, or to carry

a year f t1me to the country, I Wlll be
dress I may make to the House will appear

endeavor, from the little experience I have

- fusion.

I beg the honorable member’s pardon. What

_ “The Government have felt that the mtroduc-
_ tion of a now land law is a question which will be

oached and regarded with great interest by

asses of the community. In all the other

_ to infroduce such a measure, a3 they ask of the

‘n‘ythe agitation as 1t should have been car- |

_ried on, by which we might have saved 'theui

Sa?e lel

the liberty of the Houseto allow me to read
a fow observations [ addressed to the Sydney
Morning Herald, which explam the feeling
of the country, and of & large section of the
country, and of honorable members of this
House, on that occasion. As there are
various matters rela,tmg to the question of
alienation referred to m the letter, which
it is not necessary for me toallude to on the
present occasion, I will proceed to the portlon. '
which bears on the question.

¢ The inhabitants of New South Wales, sir, are;
to a great extent, gererally unacquainted with the
internal condmon of Queensland at the present
moment. Successful beyond the most sanguine
expectations during the first five years of her
infancy, she has, T foar, unless a change suddenly

_ takes place in the legislation of her Parliament,
_ arvived already at a point in her prosperity when

her advancoment will drag on with slow and
labored steps, and other loss gifted countries,
with moro libsral Governmeuts, will pass her in
the race of advancement,

 “Ghfted by nature with the splendul dowry of ,

_over 600,000 square miles of country, which is

washed on two sides by the ocean; and penetrated
by a vast number of harbors and navigable rivers,
with rich low country, fortile table-lands, and
climates varying from mter-tropical heat to more

_temperate extra-tropical temperature, capable of

growing the finest wools, the primest beef, and of
producing from her soil every tropical and extra.
tropical article of commerce in the greatest pro-
With the example of other colonies
before her to enable her to avoid their mistakes,
with everything of modern sciense, education,
and enlightenment to her Hand, to turn her talents
to aceount, Queensland should outstep all colonial
competition, and attract a stream of capital and
population t6 her shores—and has she done s0?
Very far from it.  Her land laws are a mass of
annual tinkerings, and the insecurity of what
is to be the next change, has unjustly mado her
squattages t0 be looked upon with disfavor and
distrust by the capltahsts of the other Austraha,n
colonies.

_ “Her lands are equally t1ed up, and. the1r
alienation so encumbered with senseless rostric-
tions, that the new arrivals find that free country,
where the poor man is supposed fo become his
own master and the cultivator in peace and pros-
perity of his own acres, to be almost an absolute
myth. He must not have fhis piece of land,
because it does not' suit the authorities to. ha.ve ',
the kangaroo turned off it yet. He must
not have this piece of land, nor any piece over

such an extent; or under sueh 2 size, because he

might ruin bis poor solf; and then a paternal () '
Government would blame themselves. He must
not cultivate his land, because of course only the

Darling Downs squatters have the privilege of

having lands in fee-simple under pasture, and the
lands must be doled out with a sparing and stingy

hand, as though our splendid colony were no

larger than an English parish-—as though thero

~ were not millions of acres lying a vast wilderness

under the wide vault of Heaven, ready to yield
ml]llons of wealth to teeming populatlons, if

o but permltted to enter in and possess
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¢ W'h]le Oanada. and the Sta,tes receive theﬂ'
immigrants in millions, Queensland can only get
her fow thousands. While hundreds have sought
Natal to cultivate sugar, for the cultivation of

~_which Qucensland is pre-eminently suited, a few
have come here; some have turned back, and
many move, after inquiring, are turned back to the
more favored East African shores.

“In populating and bringing capital to our
colony, we had to enter into competition, in the
Enplish capital and emigration markets, with the
whole colonial world. We had to outbid the
Australian colonies, the Ca.pe and Buenos Ayres,
in the liberality of our squatting laws— we had to

_ outhid the States and Canada, and other prain
producing colonies, in the price of our land and

its alienation repulations—we had to outhid the

whole' sugar producing colonies in the liberality
_of our reoculations connected with tropical
_cultivation, and after five years of our existence
as a separate colony, find ourselyes being distanced
in the race, tied neck and heels by English
torylsm, Darlmg Downs obstructiveness, political
cligueism, and private interests,
advonturous spirits who lament our comparative
failure, foresee future disaster, and come forward
_with the voice of warning and suggestions for
wholesome change,
unreasoning opposition, and even threats, of the
Minister and his satellites.

_“T am happy to say, sir, however, tha,t a
_number of the members of both Houses of the
Legislature are alive to our position and require-
ments, and have agreed to the necessary policy.
Deputations have waited upon Mr. Maealister to
urge upon the Government the recessity of intro-
ducing a comprehensive land measure, sweepin
away all restrictions on apgricultural lands
estending the agricultural areas, extending leases
of squattages, whilst leaving to the Government

_the power fo withhold any portion or all of &

_run for public purposes.  The public to purchase
land 1n agricultural areas, and squatters on their
runs, by public auction, and fixing the rent of
runs after the first four years by fair assessment

of capabilities and qualifications.  After coquet-
ting with these gentlemen till the last week of
the session, Mr. Macalister at length has refused
to have anythingto do with it. A Bill, how-
ever, of this description has been 1nt1oduced by
a pmvate ‘member in the Upper House, and

_ printed, and [ trust that during the recess it will

 bo carefully diseussed by the itelligent public of

_Queensland, who cannot fail to discover that it
offers to them that free possession of the public
lands, and that assistance in developing their
_resources, which is their rlght as colonists and
British subjects, but which is now denied them.

. “Tt is acurse to a colony, sir, when political
adventurers bass their political greatness' Ipon
_the advancement of one class upon the ruins of
its brother.

“There is no oceasion, sir, Why the agricul-

tural and squatting interests of Queensland
_ should be at open war. Her territory is vast
_and varied, there is room for millions of our
fellow creatmes of every class, interest, and
denomination to dwell togethe1 in Chmshlam
peace and unity.
' “The squatters of Queensland as a class are

[AS%EMBLY ]

, They have taken Warmng from the dir ef il eﬁ'ec

aware that as tho tide of popula,tlon rolls

and  those

meet  with the frowns,

. Sgle Bm.- -

of obstructiveness elsewhere. They

onward, thisy must give way before it. They know

well that the richest lands of the colony will be

required of them. for the homesteads of the mul-
titude, and they are ready to give —to give freely,
hbera,lly———aye almost before it 13 asked.  Their

representatives have offered %o do so; have
offored to give terms to the agneultumst which
he would only get from the Macalister school of

~ politicians after years of obstructiveness, and at
the cost of that mass of evils which - aceompany

class bltterness—pohtlcal strife, and the pitting
of interest against interest, and man against his
neighbor. . But becanse this liberality emanated
from squatting members; it has been refused.
-« 0y Macalister having refused redress to the
memorialists in the Assembly, the Legislative
Couneil have passed a Bill, sweeping away all

restrictions which have h1therto encumbered the @

alienation of agricultural lands, tho agmcultumsts .
having prayed for relief, sa1d vestrictions and
provisions being as they stated unbea,rable, and

impossible to be complied with, and in doing so,
- have given far more to the a,grlcultumst than Mr.
Maealistor; although affecting to do much could.

be prevalled upon to concede.
¢ Such, sir, 1s the plesent stato of affairs 1,ng,
Queensland, so far as the land laws are concerned,

and it is to be hoped, for the sake of the peace' -

and prosperity of the colony, that Mr. Macalister

will during the recess, when free from irritations
and impulses engendered by the
acrimony of de

during the past week, and pive calm and

unbiassed cons1de1at1on to this most mportant, .

question, and will, by introducing such a
measures ab the commencement of the session of
1866, re-establish the Ministry, or, what he cares
more about, himself; in ’ohe conﬁdence and respect‘

of the colony : '

“DBe that individual as honest as the davllghﬁ
the possession of such a power far too temptingly

_ offers means for political ends; and the public
_ would hail with satisfaction the legltlma.te divieion
. of the power and patwnage attaching to the
and the

departments of ‘Lands’ and * Works;
adoption by the Government of a land policy
which, by offering to the vast northern and out-

. side districts a more secure grazing tenure, and to

the agmcultmal interests freedom of acquisition

~ and oceupafion of land, would draw to Queens-

land an amount of capltal in proportion to influx
of lahor, to develop her resources, and maintain
her hitherto remarkable stabe of advzmcement and
internal prosperity. .

_ “Ifthe inhabitants of the nor’cheln districts of

* Queensland find their voice is unheeded, and their

expostulations are as af present, cast to the winds
by Brisbane, Ipswich, and Toowoomba ‘vested
interests,’ they will doubtless cry out with one
voice for separation, from the watershed of the
Mary northwards, and leave no stone unturned to ;

_obtain their Just independence.

“How far the necessity for such a course, m‘ ;
the mere infancy of the colony, will reflect credit
upon the Macalister poliey ot the selfish leisla.

heat and
and defeat; ponder over the
_causes which have endangored the Glovernment

- not the selfish obstructionists which they have | tion of the southern members; I leave it to a d1s- -
. been attempted to be deplcted by Mr, Macalister. | criminating and unbiassed public to decide.”




~ _members of this House who woul

ng article on the subject that appears m the
aper of the same date. ,
. Mr. Darrymreir: I will if you give it
_ me. If T take up the time of the
. House, T beg they will excuse me for
doing so in reading these few paragraphs of
mty letter; because they throw a great deal
of light on the feelings which existed in our
_minds at the time: they shew that the feelings
_ which have been so eloguently expressed by
, _honorable friend, the member for Ipswich,
r. Pring, are not the offspring of our
. thoughts this session. They existed ayear ago.
~ We have been for many months endeavormg
_to get the principles which we propose to

__inangurate brought before the Ministry, and
__ carried into law for the benefit of the country.

In making these remarks I have allmded to
_ the DarlingDowns squatters’ obstructiveness;
. and I have to offer an apology to them formy

mistale in supposing that they were the
. e the

_ obstructionists in the way of this improve-

. ment of giving just richts fo the people of
Queensland.  In consequence of the promise
which the honorable the Minister for Lands
and Works made, last session, I believe he
has now laid upon the table of the House,

_ and wehave now under discussion, this *com-

_ prehensive’” Liand Bill ; and it appears to me
we are left to find out the meaning of it
elves, for T cannot say that we derived
e slightest information on the subject from

. . the honorable gentleman at the head of ‘the

_ Government, or from the honorable the

| _ Colonial Secretary who just sat down. There

__are many points in the Bill they have not
_attempted to explain to us. There is one
_ thing I object to: I object to the Bill,
_ bocause it is a continuation of that tinkering
_ policy which has existed for so many years
_1n the formation of the land laws of this
_ colony, and which we sincerely hoped, from

~ the influence we undertook to bring to bear
_ on the honorable member at the head |

of the Government, last session, and by
~ the ¢ comprehensive’’ Liand Bill-—meting out
_ equal justice to all classes alike- —which would
__be introduced by the honorable gentleman
. this session, would be put an end to. I
~ am sorry to say I see that the claims of

by those gentlemen, and that, as was most
o gly shewn by the honorable member for
_ lIpswich, in the first place, it is very evident
_ that the Bill of the honorable genfleman at
the head of the Government aims a death-
blow ab the great producing interest of the
~ colony. It still hampers the establishment of
_ the great producing interests, and 1t does so in
~ thisway, The power is left in the hands of
_ the Minister for Lands and Works to declare
serves of larpe extent upon the runs on
- Darling Downs, or i any portion of the
_ colony. Tihasbeen already, by one honorable
_ member, shewn that these reserves are in
excess of what are at present requived. 1
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when they

extent.

clause,

the gencral public have not been recognised

. .

in the letter alluded to.
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think :ﬂ‘]ey : are so. Thén,' Why‘k a;re’ those

reserves not taken up to a larger extent than
they are at the present moment? Why is
not: one-third of those reserves taken up?
Yet larger reserves are to be proclaimed.

- The Arropyry-GieNERat: They are not
_ surveyed. .

~ Mr. Datrywers: If they are surveyed,
they will not be taken up. As the honorable
member for Ipswich said, there are not the

- people in the colony, there is not the capital

1n the colony, to do so. But, in taking them
from the squatter before the time has arrived
; are absolutely necessary, the
Government are depriving the squatter of
what is to him, until they are required for
public purposes; a legitimate subject of
security for the advances of capital. There
is a very large extent of those lands, which

are not absolutely required at the present
- moment, upon which large flocks are depas-

tured. According to the elauses of this Bill,

it appears distinctly that if two or three men
“settle down on these reserves, they shall

have the right to commonage over the whole

reserve five thousand to fifteen thousand

acres—thus destroying the run to that

The ArrorNEY-GENERAL: No; it is not
.. - k
Mr. DatrympLe: I can refer the honorable
member to the Bill, where it 1s shewn.

_ The Srorerary ror Lawps anp Works:

Tt is only the surveyed parts.

‘Mr. Datrymere: I is in the ninety-first
under the seventh head—* Com-
mons’’— ..~~~
“ All ratepayers in any municipality and all

| householders in any town all selectors and all

holders of miners’ right shall be entitled subject
to the regulations heveinafter referred to and free

_from all charges save the fees imposed by such

regulations to depasture their cattle upon any
comnion appropriated to them respectively and
no other person except as herein expressly pro-
vided shall depasture any animals thereon’

I bgguto argue that this is depriving;thé

squatter, before there is absolutely any
necessity for depriving: him, of this security
of capital ; 1t1s depriving him of a most
valuable security, and; in doing so, it is doing
a great injury to the great producing interest
of the colony. Af the same {ime, squatfing
members on this side of the House have told

_me, and I believe I speak their words in

saying, that when the time arrives for giving

_up those reserves, they will freely and

As mueh 1s said

This Bill aims
a death-blow at the groat producing interest
of the colony by iis adherence to the
reinous and, 1 trust, soon exploded, * Wake-
field system”—to sell land at an upset price
of a pound an acre.  That system has been
ruinous to Australia generally. The only
colony In Ausiralia that can shew the sue-
cessful  establishment of an agricultural
population on a large scale, similar to

willingly give them up.
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 Great Britain, is South Australia; and |

there the auction system at a reduced

upset price has been carried out. In New |

. South Wales and in Victoria a different state
of things has taken place. In New South

Wales, which colony hias been in existence
seventy or cighty years look at the vast

area which is still unoccupied. Although they
have had a most liberal land law brought in
by Mx. Robertson, and supposed to be a great
boon to the colony, the greatest portion of
_the country, ninety-nine hundredths of it, 18
_ still unoecupied, and will be so for years to
come. What benefit has that colony derived
from an adherence to this system of the high
_ price of land ? Ifthe price had been reduced,

. as m the most successful colonies in the

~world, that colony would not be as it 1s now,
_ but it would have attracted the most desir-
_ able class of immigrants from other countries,
who would ha e conteand settled on the land.
_ Por these reasons;- the immigrants would not
have had to expend the little capital they
brought on the land they settled down upon,
_ but only a small portion ; and so they would
have had money in their pockets, to go on
_with the improvement of the land. But this

__ruinous system has been to carry out what

_ is, I trust, seen to be an exploded fallacy,
_ that of keeping the public land for*posterity.
Now, I ask this Iﬂguse,"what iy posterity P
_ When does posterity begin?  During
_what lapse of years are we fo keep fhe

lands locked up for this Imaginary pos-

terity ? 1 should say the proper posterity
are the descendants of the present,ok:eupiers
of the lands of the colony. If any
_honorable member of this House has a

_ private estate, will he lock it upin a state of |
_nature for his posterity ; or will he fence it

m, caltivate 1t, make the most of it for
himself? The prosent people of this colony

.1 consider the owners of this colony. Tous
ooupht this land to be alienated. Tf it 1s done
___upon a proper system, and we improve it,

__ posterity will bless us for having so improved

at, and for having handed down to them a
flourishing estate instead of a barren wilder:
_ness. Imustsay, sir, that I think the farming

__classes of this colonyhave beenverybadlyused
by the Legislature since it commenced; I say |
__ my sympathies go with the farming classes of
_ this colony—honorable members may laugh,

_but T may tell them that T have been a farmer
myself in the old country—1 am the son of a

farmer I have been brought up amongst

. farmers- T enter mto their feelings, and I
_ sympathise with their feelings, particularly
in a young country like this; and, though [
do not wish to boast of i, there are mnot
many members in this House who can teach
. me anything on that subject—1 have studied
it, having been amongst farmers from
infancy. The system of farming in this
_colony is not one that will succeed. I ask
any practical Scoteh or Knglish farmer if the
system of raising cereals only will answer in
anycountry?will it answer manyclimate?—
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system of grazing and cultivation. Thatis
the proper system of farming tobeintrodueed

. into this colony ; but it cannot be introduced

under the present land laws. Under the
present prohibitions of the land laws, I am
right in saying that that system of farming
cannot be carried on. Why shotuld this be
the case? Why should the farmers of this
country be debarred from depasturing small
quantities of cattle and sheep? Honorable
members say, © Hear, hear:  do they aff
facilities for so doing by this Bill? 1 sa
distinctly, No. 1T say it is a pity that this
Bill does not provide for this class of labor

and colonists. 1In this country they would
be the most valuable accession of immigrants
that we could receive. Under the present

land system, and under the new Bill it is
utterly impossible almost for a man to have s
large dairy farm. But the Minister for
Landsand Worles, in his wisdom —and I give
him great credit for it has permitted

licenses to be granted for portions of
commons for dairy purposes. It is no use
detaining the House to find it; honorable

members are aware that it is in the Bill

However, sir, would 1t not be better if
provision had been made in this Bill n such

3 way that the dairy farmer could obtain

the land withont restrictions—that he could

~make use of every acre fo depasture in the
_same wayhe could doin his own native country

at home? 1 have lately visited the districtof
Tllawarra, New South Wales. I foundthere
no compulsory agriculture —no compulsory
cultivation. ' Li was there found, after farming
for vyears, that grain cultivation only did
not pay nearly so well as dairy farming. [
was in dairies there that would compare
favorably with those in Ayrshire, or in any
part of Encland. But here the dairy farmer
15 under conditions; he must cultivate a
certain portion of his land. We want outin
this colony that large class of respectable
farmers and small farmers who form the
strength and greatness of England; and
whom we must have here in the shape of
small graziers, wool producers, and farmers
combined. There is no reason why we should
not. The hororable member for TIpswich,
Mr. Pring, referred to a class of immigration
which would also be valuable to this colony ;
that is, the small capitalists, with £1,000 or
£2,000. And honorable members of this
Tlotuse are quite aware that such a class of
immigration at the present moment is almost
useless in this colony ; and that to send out
young men to this colony with that amount
of money has been in t00 many cases a curse
to them instead of a blessing. This ought
not to be the case. = A colony of this size, at
this stage of advancement, ought to throw
out every inducement to men of this class;
men of small eapital, and men of education,
who would be a credit to themselves, a
comfort, to their friends, and large con-




_ than its absolute value.

Gro'z(m~ Zaﬁds : "

r1butors to the prospemty of this coIony
_ There is another portion of this Bill, the
_cighth or last head“ Leases and Grants for
'Novel]]nterpmses —aboutwhichLhaye some-
_thing to say. Now, under the old Walkefield

_ system of one pound an acre, bonuses and

__grants were things which we were almost com-
. pelled to adopt for the purpose of inducing
~ enterprise in the cultivation and production of
articles which were experimental, but which

would be of the preatest advantage to this
colony ; where agriculture will, in the course
of time, be an equal producing interest
_ to the great producing interest of the

_ colony. But I do not believe in the principle
_ of bonuses and grants to novel enterprises;
and I believe that the whole of those interests

. together would be well served, would be suffi-

clently encouraged, by that great desideratum,
_that great cons1derat10n, which we on this
_ sideof the House urge on the Government-—
the reduction of the priece of land for all.
_ Thatis the best posmble bonus the Govern-
~ ment could grant. The lowering of the
__ price of land in this colony would hold out

_ inducements for every producing interest
in the colony. We would thus be placed on
a par with the United States, with Canada,
with some of the colonies of South America,
_ with the Cape of Good Hope. With those
colonies; at the present moment, we have
not the chost of a chance; for they sell

their lands at low prices without restrictions,

whilst we attempt to sell—we do not do
it to any oxtent—our land at one pound_
an acre—the old Wakefield system, and
encumbered with restrictions. But there are
honorable members of this House who object
to the sale of public land at five shillings
an acre, for fear that classes might interfere
with each other, and that the capitalist
_ might obtain more than was bis just due.
But, sir; if honorable members will give
a full consideration to the benefits to be
derived from sale by auction, and the putting

up of land in reasonable blocks, they will

see that sale by auction is the protection
of every class of the community against his
brother—-that, if the public land 1s put up in
_sufficient quantities, no man in the country
need let his neighbor obtain the land at less
Now, sir, these are
my firm convictions; buib T am happy to say,
_that 1 am supported in them by the opinions
of many eniinent authorities ; and, without
_wishing to take up too much of the time
of this House, I desire to quote several

_ anthorities to support me in what [ have

 stated. The work I have before me, is Mr.
Hermann Merivale’s ““ Colonization and
Colonies ;” it is that of a gentleman, who is

a professor of political economy in England.

That gentleman, in entermg first upon this

subjeot, states :—

__ “Tuet us, however, for the present, vegard these '
difficulties as subdued, and reflect on the principal |

. causes which tend to produce the prospenty of

- ,new settlements.”

[10 Mav. ]

Then he quotes Adam Smlth —

land.’” ,
once induces the landlord to collect labor from
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% Adam Smith disposes of the subject bm y
enough, attributing that prospemty to one pgreat
cause, economically speaking, ¢ plenty of good
The abundance of produce, he says, at

all quarters, and enables him to reward that
labor by high wages; and the laborer is

~ speedily enabled to become independent, invest

his accumulated cap11:a,1 in land, and employ other
laborers in turn.”’ ‘

Mz, Merivale further proceeds to descant on
the disadvantages of restrictions in the dls- ‘

: posal of land.

% Now fertile soil i 18, to the set:bler, the machme

with which he works ; it is that for the salke of

which heis content to forego all the benefits which
he might have derived from remaining a memberof
an older and denser commitnity. To prevent his

ocoupation of the most fertilé soil within reach,

either by raising its price, or by any other con-
ventional arrangement, is to force him to resort

to the use of & less productive machine ; itisto
force him to waste a portion of his precious

labor, to forego & part of his expected reward,

with 2 view to certain speculatwe advantages for ,
the community. It may be indeed true, as 1
have on a former occasion mentioned, that tho mere

spirit. of independence may occasionally induce

a man to take 3 wrong view of his own interest,

‘and to mowe into the wilderncss, when, for hls ,

own sake, he would better have remained in the
clearmmg. But these are only exeeptions to the
general rulo : nor could even these be prevented,

éxcept by a sacrifice involving greater loss. Itis
the energy and enterprise of the individual which
leads him to commit the over51ght Youcannot

. save him from the commission of the oversight,

but by controlling that enersy and enterprise,
and preventing him from performing the part
for which he is evidently fitted- that of a pioneer
civilization. = And thisis, after all, the most for-
midable of all the objections to any scheme for

_ controlling the natural courseofcapital and laborin

a new colony, for confining its injudicious expan-
sion within a belt of restrictions, to use a favorite
metaphor of the advocates of those schemes
Hvery deduction from the liberty of man as a
free agent is, in an economical sense, a diminution

of his power. This 18 true m old countries,

truer still in new ones ; it forms the immovable
basis of the general argpument against public

interference with the production and d1str1but10u.

of wealth.”?

Now, §ir, in speakmg of the Northern Stafues
of the American Unton, Mr. Merivale des-

~ cribes the States of New England: and I
t]:unk honorable members will see that there

15 a considerable resemblance between the
early condition of New Enegland States and
Queensland in its early days. He also des-
cants on the necessity which existed there
for the non-restrictive policy ; and, 1 think,
that honorable members will see, further,
that it is actually necessary that the non:
restrictive policy should exist here. ,

“ A line drawn from the Atlantic to the

- Mississippi, nearly along the course of the Dela-

ware and the Ohio, will separate pretty accurately

. the two classes of colonies which I have distin-

guished in this lecture, To the south of it lie
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 And it

_ independent of men, the least attached;

by hard blows, and for small recompence.”

O’ro wn Lcmds

 the regmns Where the great sta,]iles of Amemcan
_export have been raised, namely, tobacco, rice,
and, more lately, cotton.

- Tlns, sir, has a certain resemblance, but on

a small scale; to the seaboard of this country,
to the north, however; and what follows

would refer to the inland dlstrwts, beyond

the Main Range -

. To the north, those which produce corn and
cattle, and from which little or no exportation
takes place to Europs, except of  timber.
Tet us fix our attention for & while on a

_small portion of thig latter Yegion ; namely, the
_ older New Enpland States.

 founded under -circumstances more necessarllv
- tendlng, if the theories 2

that is, the Wakeﬁeld theory ;

__ “ which we are now considering were true,
_ to perpetual weakness and poverty. Their soil
s, at the best, only of moderate fertlhty,
__ while they b01der on the rich and interminable
_ regions of the Wost

- No restrictions  were
adopted in ‘the granfing of  their
lands :  each settler could always provide

himself with the most_fertile, wherever he might
rlhey never had, to any extent worth
__ mentioning, the assistance of slave labor, orcon-
_ viet labot, or apprenticed labor; and they
 were peopled by the most ente1pms1ng and
it 1s
generally thought, of all men, to home and its
assoelations -——the most determined enemies to
all control.  From them have issued innumerable
swarms of emigrants; insomuch, that a great
_ part of the Unitod States has actually been
_ colonized by descendants of the first New
_England colonists. . Tt is true, that, on their

first foundation, they exhibited a degree of con:

centration not often found in English settlements ;

. paltly from the strong religious and ‘municipal

 feelings which bound the settlers together in
 townships and villages, partly from the density
of the forest, partly from the hostility of the
_natives.

culties.
earlier principles of their foundation. Twenly
years after their settlement they found Massa-
chusetts too narrow for them ; and swarmed into
 Connecticut and New. Hampslure, f because the
Bay was overstocked.”

“ In 1682, the governor of Connccticut writes
of the Jand of that province, ‘ what is fit is taken
ap; what remains must be taken out of tlle five,

~ Con-
necticut had then scarcely more than 10,000

_ inhabitants,

_ “What could be prognostlcated of such settle-

. ments as these, according to the arsuments which

 might be deduced from some passages of Mr.
- Wakefield and his followers; but, at best, a slow,
_languishing  advance through long pe‘ﬂods of
. poverty and discouragement ? Lot us contemplate
. the picture presented by their actual condition:

. «Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode Tsland,

had, in 1840, about 1,200,000 inhabitants on
12,000 square miles Enghsh, or 100 to a square
:mlle _Connecticut alone, of which, m the opinion

of its governor, all the good land. was taken up

__when 1t had 10,000 people, had 300,000, almost
_ allagriculturists, But the populanon of England

Never were colonies '

But this concentration lasted only
during the few first years of struggles and diffic
Self-interest soon prevailed over the
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ab the beglnnmg of the Tast. century, was not muc
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above 5,000,000 on 50,000 square miles. So that

New England had 1eached in two hundred years

from its first settlement, a density of population

equal to that which old England had a.ttamed ,

six centuries after the Norman conquest. ,
“1f is now, notwithstanding its enormous

_annual dran by emigration, actually suffering

under the evils incident to an old and
over-peopled country. There is a very remark-
able passage, in Miss Martineau’s “Soelety in
America,” Yespecting the embarrassed state of
many of the New Bngland Iandowners, from the
difficulty which they already experionce in ﬁndmg -
productive employment for their capital. ,
“Surely, when we hear of the necessity of
stimulating the progress of young colonies, through
arfificial combinations of capital and labor and
reﬂect on the advance of communities like this,

in which no such systems were ever a;ttempted,f -

we cannot but be tempted to ascribe such pro-

posals to that impatience of gradual results,

. which is the common parent of rash poh‘mcal

~ Interest in this debate.
_in speaking on the early state, and ra) ,
- advance to groatness of Vn'gmm, goes ;0‘,7,

speculatlons .

I am sorry to ocoupy the tnne of the House ;:' '
so long, sir, but honorable members will

find these quotations possess considerable
Agam, Mr. Merlvale, -

id

to say :-— ,
£ Can any one in his senses suppose that if Mr ~
Wakefield’s “belt. of ron’ had been put round -
the infant colony,—if the onglna,l settlers of
Vn‘gmm had been forced fo renmin in their
clearimgs, and to expend their capital in main
taining them in a state of productiveness after
their first fertility hac disappeared, -Virginia
herself, not to say the Union in general, would
have been Wealthwr ab the present d&y 2y
He says: -
“That an ample supply of 1abor is not only

desir able, but essential, in a colony raising valuable
articles’ of produce for the general market. That

_in a colony not raising such produce In any

abundance, it 1is unnecessary ; and that any
attempt to ensure it, by controlling the frecdom

of action of the setblers, or preventing them ﬁ'om ,
the easy acqmsmon of land, would oecaswn a

dead loss.”

Here, sn', is e statement by Mr. M‘Culloch .
which is quoted by Mr. Merivale, and which,

T think, describes the position of Queensland

at present, and bears very much on the state

_ of this colony, especially as regards immigra-
tion, as was stated m the debate on thag

subject last nlght ,
“This 1s the view taken among others by Mr
M*Culloch, the most detelmmed assailant of the
scheme of sale at high prlces “Ttis a part of this
new project,” he says, ‘on fthe excellence of

by

_the conveyance thither of laborers.
~ species of bait held out to tempt capltahsts to

which much stress is laid, that the sums gob
the sale of lands in the colony are fto be
expended in defraying the expense attendmg
Hhis is a

buy land by making them believe that, though
Land be artificially dedr labor will be arhiﬁcially
cheap, and that, on the whole, they will be very
well off. ~ This, however, is merely aftempting
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_bo repair an injury done to the capitalists by
_ inflicting a move serious injury upon the Iaborers.
. In a colony where a large portion of the capital is
_ swallowed up in the purchase of land, the demand
_ for labor must be comparatively limited, and this
limited market is to be glutted by throwmg upon
1t crowds of paupers.”

, Here 18 a statement, siv, which is also of con-
siderable interest, and which is taken from
- the Edinburgh Review, by Mr. Merivale. It
_is a review of Wakefield's theory.
_“You mlght indeed, fix a higher price, in the
_ first instance, than Would be necessary 0 bring in
_ the just supplv of labor; and, in that case, you
might use the’ surplus fand for other purposes,
_without losing the desired portion between land
_and labor; but you would introduce an evil of
ther kind; you would place an unnecessary
 restriction upon the field of cultivation : with a
_ lower. price, the same money would have been
_ spent in buying more land, which land would
‘have supported more la.bore1s, which laborers
_ would have raised more produce: and the money
_ you want would be obtained at less cost by taxing
the produce raised, than by taxing the fund
_ which goes to raise it

There is no doubt the present system of
settlement in this colony, sir, 1S one which
has heen spoken against by many political
, economlsts
many separate commun1t1es,
distance from each other, which causes
_many _difficulties in government, and in
_ communieation, and expense to the colony,
_which are not so self-supporting as large
_asricultural communities. On this subject
the Edinburgh Review also vemarks : -
. ““Supposetwo fertile valleys separated from each
. other by a barren tract. On the uniform price
system, the fertile would be bought up and culti-
. vated, the barren loft waste and unapproprlated.
_easy communication between these
tracts would no doubt inerease the value of both ;
bnt whose interest will it be to make 1t9’——-wluch
seems af allyevents, to point to the conclusion
 that the orm price system, in ovder to be
. suceessful, should be accompanied by the creation
_ of some definite fand for those purposes which
 may be generally termed ¢ preparation.’ It
_ should, however, be added, that in Australia the
_intervening land thus descrlbed would plobably
_ be found valuable fo let as ‘natural pasture,’ but
_not worth the while of any settler to purChase,
_ whether by auction or otherwise.”

. Now, sir, in the pastoral districts, there are
large tracts of land, certainly, which are
available as being first-class land for
agrieultural purposes, and which are similar
. 10 the “two fertile valleys ** which are here
shadowed forth by the Fdinburgh Review ;
_ but between those valleys there is, as the
_writer  states, especially in  Australia,
intervening land of an inferior or lower class,
 which, in a vast number of instances, 15 not

'useful for agricultural purposes, and will not

_ be for generations to come. But this land
would be useful for pastoral purposes, and
- would become more useful for these purposes

_ in time; the more mprovements on if, the |
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| more. capltal spent on 1t of course, the more
~valuable it would become—and if this were
_sold by auction, there would be an opemng

that 1s; its tendency to establish
at a great

_ to attempt to check it.

fertile
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for pastoral occupation, or for some of those

classes which T have before alluded to as being

beneficial to this colony. Tf laid out 1n
farms of various d1mens1ons, this land, by
becoming fee-simple i the hands of those '
classes, would be improved, and would be-
come—instead of, as at present, a wild, with a.
small amount of stoek grazing over it—capable
of carrying six times the amount of stock,

and be amongst the improved and valuable
lands of the colony. There is another objec-
tion honorable members of this House may
enter against sale by auction, especially;

‘thatis, that the grasping squatter who has

been alluded to- ~would endeavor to possess
himself of the fine water frontages and allu-
vial flats on the rivers.
to Mr.

Merivale’s statement, you will ﬁnd_

that such a system is 1mposs1ble .

“One other serious difficulty prosents itself in
some localities ; namely, how to restrict the
Tonopoly by a fow settlers of peculiar natural
advantages, of which it is very desivable that a
share should be left to & great many. Population
naturally establishes itself, in the first instarice,
along great lines of communication :
banks of the St. Lawrence, from Quebec upwards,

have been well peopled for a century, while ten '
miles from the river tho country is often a
natural progress of .

wilderness. This is the
events, and it would be unwise in a governmont

a country where water is scarce, as in Australia,
gencrally speaking. It is absolutely necessa

that the oceupier of land for pastoral purposes .
should have access to a stream. But its banks

will be immediatély monopolized by a few. The
fivst ca,p1tahsts who purchase land wﬂl rush to ,

seize them.” .

Now, mark -

| “Under the auction system, the price of such

situations would rise to such an extent that
no one would be anxious to purchase more
water-frontage, as it is called, than was absolutely

~ necessary for the sake of his other land. Under
the other, every one Would seclire as much of 1t as .

his money would buy.”

Still, sir, there are other colomes There is '
that vast and rich portion of the American

continent, the United States, which possess
land laws which attract thousands to their
shores for hundreds that we do. The reason
is, the lower price of land, with the absence of
of all restrictions from settlement. We are
situated sixteen thousand milesfrom England;
those countries are situated only three or
four thousand miles distant; and, in addition
to the similar advantages the immigrant
has available, and the less cost, he
has the advantages I have named, on his
arrival in the colony, which he does not get
hereimmediate facilities for settlement on
the land. I will just take the liberty of
reading this description of the American
lan(l law to the House, because 1t W1ll shew

1 think,if you listen

- thus the .

But take the mstance of




_ tion,

C’roum Laekn:ds" ;

ithe'vast advantages that are g1ven in that

. country fo those in Queensland —

The greater portion of the unoccupled lands

f the United States constitute the national

_domain, and are, of course, under the control of the
National Government.”

I 1s,genera11y supposed, sir, that the system

_ of the Umted States land laws would not

answer in this colony, because in the land
_ laws of that country there is no provision
made for the alienation of land for pastoral
_ purposes. But such is not the case, for here
18 the exaet provision .—
 “That all proprietors are subject after a few
‘«yea,rs to local taxation. It must be added, in
_ order to obtain a tolera,bly complete view of the

_ system, that ‘ squatters,” when the land on which
 they have established themselves is sold, are in

_sonie cases entitled by law to a risht of pre-
_ emption; and where this is not the case, they
excrcise a similar right by us all”

It goes on to state that the ordinary pnce of
land seldom exceeds six shillings and three-
',f,‘Eence an acre. I guote these extracts, sir,

_because they are of vast importance, as |

- shewing thé nature and value of political
_ freedom to young colonists. Mr. Merlvale

~ further remarks: —

. “Andif anyoneis dxsposed to undervalue the
_importance of that political freedom to new com-

 munities, —if he is disposed, by not an uncommon

mistake, to attribute too large a share in their

~ progress to natural advantages, and too smalla

share to moral causes,——let him note one social
_phenomenon, which is almost a crucial test of
_ truth on this subject. Southern Russia possesses
_ tracts of fertile unoceupied soil, second only to

 those of the United States, and 4 chimats but
_ Little inferior.

They are nearer than the western
_ slates of America to Germany, and quite as
';laceessfble
_invited colonization in that dircetion.
offered great advantages to German settlers, and

. 'exempted them from many restrictions to Whlch

_ her own people arve liable: America offers them
nothmg, except a fair start with others in the
_common strugele for advancement,

_equally a stranger in both.

And yet from

' ;" laO 000 to 200,000 Germans annually cross the

, Aﬂa,nbm whlle, of apricultural colonists, Russia
scarcely receives a few scattered families.

_is the ecause of the difference ? The attraction

_ of freedom, pohtlcal and commercml 5 and bhat
f;appa.rently, alone.”

_ Mr. Merivale sums up his most valuable
observations as follows :—
_ “But the first great difficulty with which these

. a.ttempts afb improvement have to contend arises
from the essentially fuctuating nature of
olonial society during the period of immigya-
, So long as an English colony, or a western
state, 15 annually receiving and parting with a

~' _ large share of its population, so long its institu-

tions are provisional and temporary in ther
working :
8 necessity than elsewhere presents at the
same time an exapperated picture of itself  The
very same institutions under which Texas and
_ Kansas present all the repulsive features of

 backwood life,— under which the evershifting

‘For a century past Russin has
She has

The German

and democracy—while even more
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commumty of NeW York cﬂ;y h
may beliéve its writers, into the very wi
abyss of local misgovernment and corruption, -
are those under which the long established

states of Now Hngland enjoy their profound
peace and then"enhghtened practical freedom,
and exhibit on the whole the most successtul
polity on which the eye of the statesman can
vest. It is t0 this latter standard that we may
hope to see Upper Canada, New South Wales,
and Victoria approximate. If this hope be
fallacious, there remains no alternative but ‘that

of anarchy and its consequent tyranny.” -

And, T trust, we may add, Queensland also. ,
The Colonial Secretary remarkmg upon the
speech of the lionorable member for Ipswich, -
Mr. Pring, alluded to a statement of that
honorable member, that the declaration of

agricultural reserves ought to be referred to
both branches of the Legislature; and he

| endeavored to perpetuate the error into which

his colleague, the honorable Secretary for
Tiands and Works had fallen, in stating that
such was the wish of honorable members on.
this side of the House. No such intention,
sir, belongs to us. The clause which the
honorable member for Ipswich vead to the
House was of a very different nature, as he

. explained; and after his very clear explana-

~ shall be proclaumed 1f both Houses concur in
_objecting.
member peinted out, there

 What |

side of the House that reserves sufficient

_ admitted that this Act is simply a codification

tion, I am surprised that the honorable the
Colonial Secretary should recapitulate that",
statement in a garbled form. The clause
which was read by the honorable member fo
Ipswich explained the true meaning of
intentions of honorable members on

for public reqmrements shall be made in
every district, but no proposed reser

as that ‘honorabl
is a great
difference between the two clauses: for,

Now,

sir,

‘according to the first proposition, it Would_, ,
be 1mpossible for the Minist - Lands

and Works to make the reserves ;
submitting them to the Legislature by

lay

g
~ them on the table of this House but that .

is not necessary—all that is reqmred bemgﬂ
that sufficient, time shall be afforded for
objections to bemade against them. Now, sir,
the honorable Colonial Secretary has himself

of old Liand Aects, that.it is not a new Act,
and contains very few, if any, new prmclples.}'
That amounts, at all events, to an admission
that the Government ]Jeve not taken into

consideration the advisability of mecting the

Dpresent requirements of the colony by a com-
prehensive land measure—they have blinked

the question entirely, and 1gnored the
opinions of honorable members in this House,
and the opinion out of doors, that such a
measure isnocessary.  The honorable gentle-

_ man also stated that in the scheme we have

propounded, no difference was to be made in.
the price of lands to be dlSpOSGd of in the
northern and southern districts. But what
we proposed was this, that the prlce should,




c the ‘upset price is fived by this
nd then it is left in the hands of the

tisput up at five shﬂhngs an acre,
% all follow that it will be sold at
1t may plobably fetch one
pounds, an acre in the Darling
me other districts; while in
ricts the land put up at five
.y reach fifteen shillings an aere,
ore. The price will therefore be
YA puklic opinion.

TTO\RNL‘Y-GENERAL In some of the
strlcts thel '

e may be no public opinion.

ymprk . Then there can be no
am quite sure ih such a
14 he willing to lay ont
uld wait until a population
nd then the land would
ts real value. The honor-
ctary also stated that great
pened to the farmers durmg
r four years, owing to floods,
ther calamities, and he urged
rgument for continuing the

y, that these misfortunes fo the
g the price of land, in order to
m to meet such times of trial

ngly upon the way in which the lands
the northern parts of this colony had
taken up, and displayed an Ignor-
of the subject which. i an old
and a gentleman of so much expo:
was surprised to see. He stated

ken up by the men who now oceupy
fo the difficulties of their position,

ave pone through _troubles and
cer squatter, and I think the honor-
mber should be the last person fo
dirt at the pioneers of the colony.
ersons whom he deseribes as land
were mon of small means, but
d of energy and enterprise—the bone
s of the _country. . They had but

__energy when they went forth to the wilder-
and having but a small stock of capltal
¢ probably assisted by capitalists.

explanation, that I did not allude to the
oneer squatters, but to rthose who, never

y the maps in their selection of rims.

| mush then have alluded to such aremote
od in the listory of this country that it

20

 Tn the first |
_colony I was unable to get an acre of 1
ccide the exact value of thelands: | take mp

‘man also advanced as an argument against

_desire to seo, with other honorable member

m. But sir, 1 am of opinion, on 'cultwate his land, and make a liome fo

'm the strongest possible reason
and; speakmg theorotically, I think it would

orable gentleman also commented |
tries.

. believe that if the American system we

y were taken up entirvely by speoula- ,
hat I distinctly deny, because we
Lat a large quantity of those lands
‘the expeetatlons of its inhabitants, and Would.

d many of those persons have su¢:
the Australian group. The honorable Colo-

not now the possessors of thoselands. | nial Seer otary stated that the reason leasing

_hardships which are only known to

10 a termination.

6 to embark besides their labor and

‘ment, such a system can be a failure
fbeheve it would assist the man with sm
The Corontar, SECRETARY : T beg to say,

been squatters and entirely unac- | him a few years to turn himself round before

inted with the bush, were guided entirely

Mr. Darrymers: The honorable gentle-‘

must have been before these districts Were’y

settled ; for T know that when T came fo th

there, and 1 know others “who attempted t
country from the maps wer
unabl® fo obtain it. The honorable gen

an alteratlon in the land laws, that
squatters were well off at present suffici
well off and that _consequently thero .
no necessity to bring in any measure for
their benefit, and the proof he adduced of our
splendid position was that we were encum-
bered with millions of debt, and that, I thmk,, .
rather a peculiar posmon for men whoare
well off. But I may be allowed to inform
the honorable gentleman that this debt costs
the colony seventeen per cent., and thatifour
land laws were altered, and better secur
afforded, the interest would be reduced £0 ti

per cent., which would be a saving to the

What I shoul

country of seven per cent.

on this side of the House, is a total abolition
of the leasing system in due course of fime
Liet every man settle down upon his own
land, with his flocks and herds around him,

himself in the colony We can only speak
of the success of such a system by theory

answer ; and we have the opmions of th
high authovities from whom 1 have quote ,
show that it has worked well 111 other coun-
The leasehold system is the only one
which has heen tried m this colony, and I

introduced, with a few alterations to suit the
peculiar cirecunistances of the country
would bring us a large mflux of population
and capital, and this colony would be estab
lished upon a basis of prosperity far above

occupy a better posmon than any other in

had been given up in the agricultural
reserves was, because a large por’mon
these reserves had been forfeited. I think
the Ministry micht have afforded us this
information when they brought the system
_But we find thal they
still, to a certain extent, adhere to that
system. [If it has been a failure, why do

. they still adhere to it, in the alienation of

certain lands in the Darhng Downs? 1
cannot think that, under proper. nanage:

means, who comes out to establish himself on
a farm of his own, and afford him some chan
of becoming independent; it would give

he had to pay for all the land which he
required for his operations. In my native
land, Scotland, a vast extent of waste lands
has been taken under lease dhrmg the last
thirty or forty years. A system of encourage-
ment to the faurmer is adopted there, whlch”




be Well for this country to 1m1tate

There, when a man settles down on a picce of

_moorlands, he gets an improving lease, and |

s charged no rent for two or three years,
according to the nature of the land. At the
_ end of that time, he takes a long lease of it,
_and when he has rendered it produe‘mve he
. pays his landlord, but not before. Itisin
this way that a 1arge extent of sterile land is
__cultivated and improved. The owner has
_sullicient sense to know that if he charoes
. rent for the land, hefore it has been rendered
_ productive, his tenant will be unable to pay
_ him, and the land will necessarily relapse
. imto its original state. He waits, therefore,

_ until the farmer, by the sweat of his brow,

, has forced the land fo yield some return, and
‘  places a moderate rent upon it. A
lar system, I think, might be carried out

. this colony to a certain extent by allowing
man fo purchase thirty to forty acres of

j,land or whatever number the Minister for |
~ Lands and Works has put as a limit, and fo

give him  an opportunlty of leasmg an
. additional quantxty—sa.y three or four fimes
. as much—adjoining it. He would pay the
fir, vice of the land in foe-simple; and a

vhich he would have

_ neighboring lands were sold. 1 think, sir, if
honorable members on the other side of the

L nslderatlon, they will find that there is
;:',‘really not much difference botweon us, and

way a httle we may be ab
nd measure which will be of the preatest

hat 13 the curse of all countries, class
lferences. I frast the Government will
_ seriously consider this subject, and not force
__ on the debate with undue haste. Hvery

__ honorable member will; no doubt, desire to
_ have an opportunity of expressing. his views
__upon so important a question —a question
_ which should be calmly and deliberately
cussed. T hope honorable members on the

they can meet the offer which has been
_made, and accept the right hand of fellowship
extended to them, and that we shall, by our
nited endezwors, , succeed in setbling the

1' RAFI‘ Sn, at the commencement of

__certain squatting members on the other, and

_being strongly of opinion that, although a

changein our land laws was urgenﬂy Tequired.
the demands, as they then appeared to me,

not be acceded to, and the opposition of the

if persiste nd e, -

materially retard the progressof' the coloﬂ*.)’
1 was anxious to see the question veferre dt O
& select committes of this House, in the

_ calmly on the matter, there was a lik elihoo

ere-—and it is proposed to carry it outin

P led to change my opinion ; and 1 now thin
small vent for the land under lease, over

: a pre- emptlve
_ right of purchase, at the explmtlon of
. five years, or at any t1me during that
" perlod al the upset price ab which | the

se will take this questlon mto serious

will find, upon reflection, that if we both
to frame a |

opinions—on the subject; and I may s
_ benefit to the country, ‘without stirring up,

~ counselhng any change up to the present . :'
time.

other side of the House will consider in what

stion upon an 'Lmlca,ble and satlsfactory

. session, after viewing the Position taken
by the Government on the one side, and

| admitted that the best way to secure s
ade by the one party were sueh as could

. other pznty to any change such a8 I feared,

[ASSHMS

that when both partics came to del

that some modification would be macte in the
views of each party, and that some 8rrange-
ment would be arrived at which would
conduce to the benefit of the ‘3010115’ r
still indulge in that hope, sir» and. a,m’_, .
glad to perceive, from the coursie which the
debate has talen this evening, that such an
arrangemont is probable. When 1 saw the”
‘motion of the honorable member for West
Moreton, Mr. Herbert, to dlschal“ge from the .
paper the order fo refer this questlon to a

select committee; T did not concur in it s for

I believed that, although the House was
unforfunate in the choice of that commitbee—
unfortunate, because the comm ittee did not
represent one party at all—yet .1 onsidered
that the evidence which woul hy
obtained would be of service in settling
question. From the way in which the
able member put his motion, and the mpnn
1n which 1t was 1ecelved by the House, W

the action of the honorable member has
increased the probability of a satisfactory
arvangement. [ am glad to see this question

_discussed fau'ly, and that there seems to be

no inclination on either side of the House to
make it a party questlon I believe it i the

. first time that it has been debated in this

House ‘oxcopbas a class question. For mysell,
1 may say that I belong neither to one party

ot the other; and if there had been a fight

over the matter I should have done battle
for nelthel

1 do hold oplmons,—-;stron ~

ay
1 have held the same opinions for the last six
or seven years. The land laws of the colony
were not settled originally in accordance with
my ideas ; but I have always abstained from

Now, I consider that an urgent neces-
sity exists for some change; and although:
this is rather a late hour of the evoning,
and we have already had a long sitting,
vet as this is a question the Amportance
of which it is impossible to exasgerate,

1 hope honorable members will not consider -

that 1 am unnecessarlly oceipying their

fime in stating my views upon the
general question. I may, perhaps; express
opinions which have been expressed to-mght .
in the course of this debate, but 1 prefer
doing 80 in my own way fo referring to
statements made by other honorable mem-

bers on either side of the House. It cannot

_be questioned that it is the first duty of the
- Legislature of this colony to legislate for its

progress and well-being; and 1t must

progress is t0 pass such laws as will ensu
a continuous influx of capital and labor.
Then, sir, the mquu*y sug«rests 1tself wha‘t';a



few shillings to get drunk with on arrival,
. as has been the case with a few of those who
. have lately arrived among us. Now, sir, we
_ want a class of immisrants who are not to be

_ attracted by such inducements—men with
sound minds and sound bodies, men of energy

~ and enterprise, who come to the colony,
_ not tempted by high wages only, but with
the prospect of one day becoming employers
__of labor themselves. These are the men
who, by enriching themselyes, will, ulti-
_mately, enrich the colony. This is the class

. of men we should look for; these are the
_ persons we should encourage to conie out and

settle among us.  Let us, then, give the

_ world proof that we are Increasing our

ample return for their labor, their enterprise,
and capital. As the law now stands, T
__ believe the sooner we recall otir Emigration
Agent the better; and if we ecan
pass such laws as will hold out the
anducements [ have referred to, I believe
it will not be long before we can
dispense with the services of | that officer,
valuable as they have been. The honorable

current of letters——and there lies the whole
cret of the matter which renders all

stimulating immigration of the right sort is

_ soon increasing our wealth by an alteration

_ in our laws, would not only be actually the
best stimulus to immigration of the right sort,

. but would db more to remedy the prescnt
~ depression than anything else we could
 devise. Without a proper proportion of pro-

dugers, traders can only live upon each other ;.

___and prosperity not based upon production,

ouse, therefore, to offer every encourage-
ient to producers. Now comes the question

ncourage production P
_means of cheap and extensive production, or
wil

hey do so only to a very limited extent, and
hat this Bill does not in any degree mend the
atter.. The title of this Bill 15, ““ A Bill to
epeal the laws now in force vespecting the
_ disposal and alienation of Crown lands, and

_to make further provisions in lieu thereof.’
he words “ and re-enact the same’” would
_have been quite as applicable, for its provi-
_silons are almost the same as those of the

Bill which it repeals. It certainly eannot

_certainly not a suit of clothes and

: & free passage, with, perhaps, the addition of | - for although it has been called a Goy

wealth, and that we bave ample room for |
such a class of emigrants, and that there is
very prospect that they will obtain here an |

- useful class —of persous who are on the look
out for fields which offer the prospect of

Oolonial Secretary has referred to an under )
labor than perhaps exists in their

Minc useless.  We can all understand, and | share of this class o
e know, that the most powerful means of :
contained in the letters written by persons
who come out to this colony, and the
__encouragement they give to the friends they
. have left behind them. The prospect of

,?b{ust be a hollow prosperity. 1t behoves this
do our laws as they at present stand
Do they give the

his Bill before the House afford the |
ans? I affirm that they do not, or that

be ¢ comprehensive m
call it fragmentary, mad
say it without disrespect

ment measure, made up of patches, it ¢ .
be said that 1t is made up of fag ends. T
believe I can easily shew, as other honorable
members have shewn to-night, that the manof
small capital is completely shut out from bein
a producer, while the man of large capi
is unnecessarily restricted in his operation
We all know that wool growing has been th
mainstay and chief producing mterest of the
colony, and the Government have Dbeen
granting the use, on very moderate terms, of

a very necessary instrument in the produe
tion of this staple, but only to a class ;th
man of small means cannot make use of this
instrument, he is completely shut out from
being a producer of wool-he cannot become
a squatter, for it takes a very larpe capi
for that. ‘We are now, I consider, suffer
from the effects of this locking-up poli
The character of our immigration of la
has been completely changed. I hav
already referred to the reason, people w
come out here get disappointed, and dete
others from following their example. There
is always m the United Kingdom a very
numerous class—and for our purposes, a ‘Verir

‘miore profitable return for théir capital

country. We, 4t one time, had
{immigrants. than
the indefatigable exertions of our Emigration
Agent. They came out with the idea
making their fortunes by growmg cotto
Now, we all know that, from exception
causes, cotton growing for two or three years
proved a complete failure. Some honorab
members may contend that it has been a
suecess this year, and that I admit: but the
great success this year is also, 1 consider,
owing to an exceptional cause. We have
had an unusually dry season to mature and
facilitate the gathering of the cotton. Two
years ago, when cautioning the Government
about their expenditure, I said that cotton,
though it might ultimately prove a suecess,
would at home be looked upon as a failure ;

and that they must not caleulate upon the
revenue continuing to increase as it had done
from the mflux of these people into the colony,
and the result has proved that I was right
It will take some time, and continued suc-
cess, to obliterate the impression which has
already been made. Tt is useless to tell

_people at home to come out to Queensland

to grow cotton; they do not belhieve m it, and
will not for some time to come, until we have
proved that we can cultivate it successfully.

I should be the last to say that we cannot

grow cereals with success in this ,éOlonF;
_beeause T know that they are successfully

| cultivated ; not, however, by the capitfa{yl‘is‘tf.:
| farmer, but by the man who can grow them






: 'hen the

of the House. Now, the honovable
,membe1 was mistaken, for I was on the
_opposite side of the House all the time.
There were few members in the House at
the time, and I remarked to honorable
members that i1t would be of no use for me
to offer any opposition ; and at the same
- time, L remimnded them of theu' position—that
_ they were sitting here as agents for the Crown,
_ and settling a matter between themselves as
_ tenantsand their landlords, as represented by
_ the Government.
_ observations, the then honorable member for
 West Moreton, Mr. Broughton, said,  Affer

. what the honomble member hias said we must

. do somethmg” 1 only mention that cir-
__cumstance now to set the honorable niember
_ right, for he was mistaken in saying that T
_ walked out of the House on the oécasion.
 Now, I have shewn, I thmk that there exists
a necess1ty for a change 1 in the laws, to meet

urgent necessity for a change in the laws,
to meet the views of men of large capital.
The system of squatting is undergoing a
_ change, and the duty of the Government
__ and this House is to encourage and assist
the transformation by every possible means,
__ The change would not only be hichly
_ beneficial to the squatters, but to the
_ country. Their profits would be increased
_to a very large extent. Other honorable
_ members during the debate will no doubt
be able to shew that morc clearly than I can.
It is well known that sheep, when enclosed
by a fence, want but little labor, and but
_ lit#le attention; that they yield much more
. wool, and run less visk of being attacked
. with disease of any kind. T believe I ghall
‘be borne out in this by every squatter

in the House. Now, those changes would

_ not only tend preatly to decrease the cost of

. production, but would enable the aniount of

_ production to be more than doubled: and

_ country that is now considered well stocked
with 20,000 sheep, would, I believe, if the
runs were enclosed, be able to carry 60,000
Honorable membeﬂ can all understand that
~ sheep driven in a large body, destroyed
_ three times as much grass as they can
 eab. Ag the thing is so easily understood,
1 think the House and the country ought to

those views. I think Iremember one honor-
able member in the Government, advoeating
a reduction of the upset price of land to two
illings, and the honorable member now at
e head of the Government was at that

five shillings an acre.

_ The SECRETARY ror Lawps AND Worxs:
Never.
_ Mr. Burr:

“ ‘»f,,f}The Tonorable the Colonial Sectetary has
talked about my consxstency Well, I make

ing Bﬂl was
cudera’olon in comml’ctee, I walked

And in answer to his

_ be well pleased to see the squatters adopting |

time in favor of the reduction of the price to |

We11 1 may be Imstaken '

the necessities of men of small capital ; and |
T now intend to submit that there is also an -

| question was first discussed, the squatters
_were the great obstructionists, and T glVB' ’

 that.

"members all knew that the price of a bushel

depend to a oreat cxtent the prosperous conc
. tion ofthe finances of the colony. 1 thi

_the honorable the Colonial Treasurer S|
_admit that the rent he at present receives for

_ honorable member knows that the‘count

_money, and yet we are hoarding up the

 chieap, if he cultivates it, he will

_lands, and yet they, by contintiing an ups

them, I Would Wﬂhngly adnnt 1t., ,When th

them credit for changing their views.

The Suopprary ror Laxps aNp WORKS;
said he was in a division, on the occasion
referred to, with the honorable member, and
a number of others, and the ground on W]llC]l'
they went was advocating the reduction
rent to five pounds; but he did not advoca
That was on the occasion of the sccond
reading of the Liands Alenation Act. =

Mr. Rarr: Well, then, if that was the
case, [ must have beon mistaken. Honorable

of maize varies here according to the suppl
but that isnot the case with wool. The v
of wool, if three times the present quan
were sh1pped would not be affected. N
that is a question not to be overlooked in this
discussion—that however much wool is
in the colony, or however much chea
grown; the value will not be affected. y
now: brleﬁy refer to the financial part of

question. When honorable members sp
of the general prosperity of the country, th
should remember that on the land la

the grazing lands of the colony does not
amount to one halfpenny per acre, and every

1is now paying an enormous sum for borrowed

waste lands of the colony instead of s%]llng
it in order to avoid increasing our debt,
and to get the means of paying the intere:
Valuing the land at five shlllmgs an aor
the amount paid in interest on horrowed
money comes to about threepence or f
pence an acre on the leased lands of the
colony, and yet all that the Government get
for the use of them is about one halfpennyan
acre. Now, where is the policy of that? It
we go on for some time longer ab that
rate the Government will pay ov
and over agamn the value of the lands
the shape of interest. TIn a few years, the
interest that was paid for this money will
more than swallow up the value of the lan
1f a man buys a portlon of land, and horrc
a sum of money on il if the land be eve

value of it; but the Government are obtai
ing only one halfpenny an acre from these

price above their value, prevent them being
made to yield more. It is a preat mis-
take to confound the upset price with the
value.  Some honorable members ha
veferred to a proposal for the classification o
lands. Now, the classification  of lands
would be a very difficult matter 1o accom
phsh Itis all Very Well I admlt in theory,




very difficult to carry out in practlce
It would be so difficult a duty to perform,
that 16 would be unfair to ask any officer of
the Government toatbemptit. Holding these
views, L of course conclude that avction is the
fair and true test. We hear nothing about
five shillings an acre for the preemptive
. rlghts ; and the Government would not be
_ ustified in giving the pre-emptive rights at
. five shillings an acre. Nor should the
~ Glovernment throw large quantities of land
< into the market; but should bring it into the
‘marlket as it s reqmred to meet the demand;
~and there should be no restrictions to the
ds being used by the occupier in the
way that he found to be most profitable
to hlmself The lands of the colony are held
_ trust by the Government for the
community, and the Government equally
abuse that frust whether they throw them
ay or lock them up. 1t is an abuse
the part of the Government to lock
these lands when they can be profit
occupied. 1 will not detamn the
ouse longer, for 1 am but repeating
soumerts, perhaps, that have already been
but I may conclude by expressing a
from what I have scen to-night, that
here will be on both sides a considerable
odification. I nmust say that the demands
he squatters, as set forth in the resolu-
ons read by the honorable the Premier,
ppeared tome tobe extravagant, and such as
will not be acceded to; but as put forth from
the Opposition side of the House in the
ebates to-night, I saw nothmg unreasonable.
he principle of alienation, instead of leasing,
 deoidedly hold by—they should both be
ouraged; and when honorable members
the Government side of the House
come to look quietly into the matter,
they will come to ses that it will be best
ot the colony to let every man who can
profitably oceupy land have the lands,
,Whether for agmcultural pastoral, or other
purposes.
_ Mr B Criss moved that the debate be
ad;ourned ill Thmsday next, the 17th
instant. .






