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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Wednesday, 14 June, 1865. 

Encouragement of Sericulture.-Railwayto Condamine.­
Railway between Ipswich and Brisbane. 

ENCOURAGEMENT OF SERIOUL'rURE. 
Mr. CoxEN, pursuant to amended notice, 

moved the following resolutions :-" (1.) That 
this House, having had under consideration 
the project of Messrs. Asselin and Brady for 
the growth of silk in this colony, as set 
forth in the correspondence between those 
gentlemen and the Government, now upon 
the table of the House, is of opinion that the 
importance of establishing so valuable an 
industry, justifies reasonable encouragement 
being accorded to this project by Parliament. 
(2.) That the Government be, therefore, 
empowered to accede to the application of 
Messrs. Asselin and Brady, upon the following 
conditions, viz. :-1. That the portion of land 
leased for this purpose shall not exceed five 
thousand acres, for a term of not more than 
seven years, and shall be subject to an annual 
rental of two pounds per section of 640 acres. 
2. That the Government, by their officers, 
shall periodically inspect the plantation, and 
shall be at liberty to determine the lease at 
any time that it shall appear to them that 
the character or extent of the improvements 
do not justify its continuance. 3. That at 
the end of the lease, or at any time during 
its currency after the expiration of the .. fir~t 
two years, the lessees may, with the consent 
of the Government, purchase the improved 
land at the rate of 20s. per acre." He 
observed that in looking over the cor­
respondence between Messrs. Asselin and 
Brady and the Government, he found very 
great advantages would be derived by the 
colony if, by the experiment proposed, it 
should be proved that silk could be produced 
here at a profit. The gentlemen named were 
willing to make the experiment; having had 
some conversation with them, and having some 
little knowledge himself, he was induced to 
hope-in fact, he very strongly hoped-that 
they had entered upon the matter with suffi­
cient chances of success to warrant the House 
in giving them some assistance. It appeared 
from the correspondence that they asked for 
what might seem to honorable members a 
very larg~ quantity ofland-he thought, more 
than the House would be warranted in 
granting ;-and he had, therefore, reduced it 



152 Encowragement of Sericulture. [ASSEMBLY.] Encouragement of Sericulture. 

in his resolutions to five thousand acres, 
at the least. That might appear very 
much to honorable members who were not 
acquainted with the cultivation of silk. If, 
however, they would take the trouble to enter 
iuto a calculation, they would find that it 
took a large quantity of land to provide a 
sufficiency of food for silkworms. One 
hundred acres of mulberry trees properly 
planted, would not provide, when in full 
beariug-which was at seven years old­
more than sufficient for the production of 
2,500 or 3,000 IJounds of silk per annum ; 
that was at the rate of from twenty-five to 
thirty-five pounds per acre. Honorable 
members would therefore see at once how 
very desirable it was that a large area of land 
should be set aside for the purpose contem­
.plated by the motion. He had fixed the 
term of lease at seven years, because it 
would be fully, or nearly that time, before 
the mulberry trees could be considered 
sufficiently aged to produce the proper 
quantity of food to render the production of 
silk profitable. It might be asked : what 
would Messrs. Asselin and Brady do in the 
meantime ? They would provide for the 
silkworms by having the plants broad­
cast on the land, to supply food during 
'the growth of the large trees. The rent 
might, likewise, appear very small ; but if 
honorable members would consider that it 
was the same rate as was paid now for land 
used for squattiug purposes in the coast 
districts, they would see that the revenue 
would not suffer by the transaction. It 
would be paid for land which was to be used 
for an experiment, that might or might not 
succeed ; but whatever the result, the 
revenue would not be decreased thereby. The 
second resolution was one of very wide scope. 
It left large powers in the hands of the 
Government, which he thought were very 
desirable in this case. He was not suffi­
ciently versed in the growth of the mulberry 
to know in what way to set down the scale 
of improvements which should be considered 
encouraging enough to justify the con­
tinuance of the lease, and to show that the 
land was not held upon mere speculation. 
The Government would periodically cause 
the land to be inspected, and if they found 
that the undertaking had not been entered 
into with spirit and good-will, to carry out 
the object of the resolutions, they could dis­
continue the lease at any time they thought 
desirable. Therefore, the House would see 
that the arrangement was as equitable as any 
that had been made before. So many pro­
jects of this kind were brought forward, 
that he felt confident, from a conversation 
he had had with the honorable the 
Colonial Secretary and other Ministers, the 
Government were not disposed to look upon 
his motion too favorably. Silk culture was 
an experiment. Should it succeed, it would be 
of very great value to the colony. He did 
not think they were inclined to grant any 
greater concessions in its favor than he 

now asked for i and those he considered 
reasonable. Some objections had been made 
to the third resolution, to the effect that 
the persons named ought not to be allowed 
to come in and buy land at twenty shillings 
an acre, as improved. He could not -see 
that that was a great concession, when he 
found that large portions of land were being 
continually asked for and set aside in agri­
cultural reserves at twenty shillings an acre, 
on condition of being improved. Therefore, 
he was not asking the House for too much, 
when he asked for land to be given to Messrs. 
Asselin and Brady, upon conditions of a 
similar character. 

Mr. FoRBES observed that though it might 
be all very fine for the honorable member to 
bring forward resolutions for promoting the 
growth of silk, and for adding it to the 
industries of the colony ; at first sight, the 
matter looked like a little bit of land-jobbing 
speculation. He had known companies to have 
been formed inN ew South Wales for the pur­
pose of growing silk, with large capital, and in 
every instance they had turned out a failure ; 
and that, too, in the old times, when labor 
was cheap, there being convicts to do the 
work of planting the mulberry trees. The 
priuciple of the resolutions was absolutely 
wrong. Beiug a commercial enterprise with 
the persons named, he did not think it was 
the duty of the Government or the country 
to foster silk-growing in the manner proposed. 
The House saw what the , cotton regulations 
had brought about-cotton cultivation had 
turned out nearly a failure. He knew of 
persons engaging in silk cultivation here, and 
some of them had taken the trouble to 
~end samples of silk to England, and they 
were quite satisfied that the colony would 
grow silk of good quality:. He had seen the 
report of gentlemen in Englp,nd competent 
to give an opinion, and it was very favorable. 
If the motion wererightin principle, he should 
vote for it ; but the House knew nothing of 
those gentlemen who wanted thefive thousand 
acres of land for seven years-which, if they 
got it, would be a nice little job for them. 
He felt perfectly sure that they would not 
put twenty acres of the land under cultiva­
tion; and, by the end of the seven years, 
there would not be five acres of mulberry 
trees. After that, horses and cattle would 
be turned in to destroy the cultivation. He 
must oppose such a will-o'-the-wisp affair as 
this motion was. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said he cer­
tainly thought the honorable member for 
Northern Downs had no idea of being a 
party to a jobbing speculation of the sort 
indicated by the honorable member who last 
addressed the House ; and he knew perfectly 
well that the honorable member opposite 
(Mr. Forbes) did not intend to insinuate 
anything of that kind. He must say he 
had tola the honorable member for the 
Northern Downs, when he consulted him 
upon the subject, that the Government would 
not offer any opposition to his motion ; but 
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they did not look upon -it as partaking of the 
nature of a job. 'L'he Government had not 
brought it before the House, and honorable 
members could see, therefore, that they had 
some considerable doubts as to the desirability 
of their introducing such a motion. He 
did think it well that an independent 
member should have brought it forward, for 
the House freely to express their opinion upon 
it. In the colony of Victoria a good deal of 
money had been expended to promote the 
cultivation of silk, the olive, and the vine, by 
the labor of Italiims ; and there the colonists 
anticipated considerable advantage from it. 
That the resolutions did not open the field of 
speculation for others, but confined the pro­
posed concession to one firm, might be a 
cause of objection as well as one of favor. 
But he thought it was not well that people 
should be induced to rush into speculation, 
until it was proved whether or not there were 
reasonable chances of success. This was a 
matter which the Government desired to 
leave entirely in the hands of the House. 
It did not appear that the revenue could be 
at all less, or that the country would be a loser 
in any way, if the resolutions were carried. 
If the silk experiment failed, not a shilling of 
revenue would be lost, and the House might, 
therefore, consider the motion upon the simple 
ground of giving the experiment a trial. 

Mr. HALY said he did not see, like the 
honorable member for the W arrego, how the 
subject of the resolutions could be a job ; for 
the Government had power to overlook the 
plantation. He, as a squatter, wished to see 
other products in the colony besides wool 
and tallow, and he should certainly support 
the motion. 

Mr. R. CRIBB supported the resolutions. 
He should not have supported an application 
for a grant of land ; because, under the 
cotton regulations, grants of land were made 
for no commensurate benefit to the colony. 
In the present case, the Government would 
get the money for the land leased or pur­
chased. If the scheme of silk cultivation 
should not prove successful, some good might 
arise from the introduction to the colony 
of other new products by the persons most 
interested in the subject of the resolutions. 

Mr. CoxEN, in reply, remarked that the 
honorable member for the W arrego appeared 
to misunderstand the question when he spoke 
of jobbery. in connection with it. He gave 
him credit for more knowledge. How the 
scheme could be termed a job, he could not 
see. The fact was, that certain persons pro­
posed, if they received a little encouragement, 
to introduce capital, and to undertake a 
certain industry, in which they would spend 
their capital ; and, if they succeeded, it 
would be a profitable job to the colony. 
What did they ask for ?-what were they to 
get? The use of five thousand acres of land, 
at the same price as the squatters paid for 
their grazing lands in the coast districts. He 
did not see what the House or the country 
had to dread from this concessiOn. \Yhat 

v 

was the whole area of land required, that 
apprehensions should arise that it would be 
run over by cattle ? \Vhat could honorable 
members say-or what would the people 
outside say-if they, with so many acres for 
their own stock to run over, refused five 
thousand acres for such a purpose as it was 
now asked for? He doubted very much if 
the honorable member knew what he was 
saying when he made such objections to the 
motion. As to the attempt to form a silk 
company at Sydney, the honorable member 
was right in saying that it had failed ; but 
he had not stated the reasons why it had 
failed. Now he (J\fr. Coxen) had some 
information on that subject. He knew that 
the management had fallen into the hands of 
a person who knew very little of silk culture; 
because, a member of his own family 
had given that person the first eggs, 
worms, and cocoons, and the worms were 
destroyed by over-feeding. There was not 
sufficient capital ; in fact, the company 
had been started by a sort of voluntary 
contribution. It did fail ; but what did that 
prove P It did not prove that silk could not 
be produced here-that we could not grow 
the mulberry, feed the worms, get the eggs, 
and use the cocoons. Therefore, the honor­
able member's argument went for nothing. 
He (Mr. Coxen) was really surprised at the 
opposition to the motion. No harm could 
possibly result to the colony from giving the 
persons named the use of five thousand acres 
ofland for their valuable experiment. Nothing 
would be lost, but a great deal might be 
gained. We were very ignorant of many 
products that it was desirable to introduce 
to this colony, and with which the experience 
of the parties named in the resolutions would 
make us acquainted ; besides silk, the fi;;, 
the olive, the vine, and many others hardly 
less valuable. By the introduction of labor 
skilled in their cultivation, we could be taught 
a great deal, and the colony would have the 
advantage of all the experience of those who 
might be brought here. 

The question was then put, and resolved in 
the affirmative, upon a division, as under:-

Ayes, 20. 
Mr. Herbert 

, Pring 
Macalister 

, Bell 
, Blakeney 
, Coxen 

R. Cribb 
Mackenzie 

, Fitzsimmons 
, Royds 
, Stephens 
, Walsh 
, Haly 

Brookes 
Wienholt 
Edmonstone 

, Pugh 
, Douglas 
, B. Cribb} 
, Davis Tellers. 

Noes, 6. 
Mr. Taylor 
, Forbes 

Dr. Challinor 
Mr. Lilley 
, Miles } 
" McLean Tellers. 
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RAILWAY TO CONDAMINE. 
Mr. MrLES, on rising to move the resolu­

tions standing in his name with reference to 
the advantage of a further extension of the 
railway, said he could not advocate them on 
the ground that the land in the neighborhood 
of Condamine township was agricultural; 
and he freely confessed that he could not 
bring forward the same arguments in their 
favor, in that respect, as were so strongly 
urged on behalf of the· vV arwick extension, 
the other day-that it was to benefit a large 
agricultural interest there. However, he 
thought he should be in a position to point 
out to honorable members that if the south­
western districts could not produce wheat, 
they could produce tallow and hides, which 
he thought were, perhaps, something more 
substantial. There was a very large number 
of cattle· in that locality. He believed he 
W!ll!l ju~tified in saying that, at· the very 
lowest calculation, if the line of railway were 
carried out, the export of tallow and hides 
would amount to £50,000 or £60,000 a year ; 
and, he believed, that would be considered 
as equivalent to wheat, which had been 
so much talked about on the other line. 
Over and above that, the line would give 
facilities for conveying the fat wethers from 
the interior to supply the residents of the 
city of Brisbane and other places with meat ; 
and would thereby place the settlers of those 
distant districts in the same position as the 
men of the Darling Downs, who were much 
nearer to the market now. He thought, 
further, that a large carrying trade might be 
expected on the line for those districts. But 
those were not the only grounds on which 
he advocated the extension of the railway to 
Condamine; the chief ground was, to secure 
the western trade-the trade of ~faranoa 
and W arrego, which now, in a great measure, 
was passing from the l\faranoa, over the 
border, into New South Wales ; and from 
W arrego, by way of Fort Bourke, into 
Victoria. This was an object not 'to be lost 
sight of by the House. He believed that at 
this time, there were about 900,000 sheep in 
those two districts ; and from the character 
of the country-as they had h&ard it described 
by the honorable member for the W arrego a 
few evenings ago-he was justified in saying 
that they might look forward to having, in 
three years more, 3,000,000 of sheep. The 
House would be ;~·anting in their duty to the 
country if they did not provide for the con­
veyance of the produce of those districts to 
our own ports, and for concentrating their 
trade within the colony; and so deprive other 
colonies of' the advantages that this colony 
should reap. He found that goods could be 
conveyed from Melbourne to Fort Bourke, 
and delivered there, at something like £10 a 
ton, owing to the facilities by rail and water 
that had been already provided by the 
southern colonies ; and, therefore, he thought 
the extension of our railways to the Con­
damine would secure the trade of that very 
important country which he had named, 

by giving the advantages of communication 
and conveyance to this colony. The House 
had, certainly, heard a great deal about the 
W arrego district from the honorable member 
who represented it ; and he could bear out 
what had been said in its favor. But, he 
thought the honorable member might, at the 
same time, have made mention of some other 
country which was equally as good, if not, 
better; -he (Mr. Miles) mentioned the 
Fitzroy Downs, which were equal in quality 
to any land in Australia. There was another 
thing which ought not to be lost sight of 
-it was only a question of time ;--;at . no 
distant daytheHouse might expect to be called 

1 upon to consider it. We could not expect to 
hold the whole of the northern territory, but 
that a portion of it would eventually be 
locked up. If' the trade of' the two important 
districts of W arrego and ~faranoa were lost, 
what would the city become P Nothing more 
than a cabbage garden. He desired to 
impress upon honorable members that, after 
all, the resolutions did not ask for any great 
expenditure ;-they simply authorised the 
Government to make the necessary ~urveys, 
and, at some future time, the House would 
authorise the Government to borrow the 
money to construct the line of railway. He 
maintained that if railways were to have a 
fair trial, it was necessary that they should 
be extended into the interior. He believed 
he was justified in stating that not a single 
sixpence had ever been expended on the road 
between Dalby and Condamine; and this 
was the time to come forward to prevent the 
Gov~rnment throwing avmy thousands of 
pounds in bog-holes. It had been asserted 
in the House, time after time, that the 
cheapest system of roads was a system of 
railways, and this was the time for the House 
to assert the principle that no money should 
be thrown away in making and repairirig 
roads. He .might, in conclusion, say, that 
there were no engineering difficulties on the 
line, which passed through a fiat country, 
and there was every facility for the construc­
tion of the railway he proposed. He,. there­
fore, begged to move-" (1.) #That owing to 
therapid extension of pastoral settlement in 
the western portions of this colony, it is 
expedient that the railway surveys should be 
extended on the south-western line. (2.) 
That such extended surveys shall be made as 
far as Condamine township during the next 
twelve months. (3.) That the plans, sections, 
and book of reference, relating to the above 
line, be laid on the table of this House as 
soon as convenient. next session pf Parlia­
ment, and that the Government. be then 
authorised to raise a loan for the purpose of 
constructing the said line." 

The SECRETARY FOR LAN:DS AND WORKS : 
If' I might advise the honorable member 
for Maranoa, unless he is pledged to 
submit his motion to the House, I would 
recommend him to withdraw it ; because 
I do not see that it would at .all 
advance· the great object the honqr&<ble 
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member has in view. I do admit that 
when the question of railways was first 
submitted to the House, the importance of 
carrying a line to the westward was dwelt upon 
at considerable length by myself. No doubt, 
in Maranoa and W arrego, we have country 
certainly as fine as any other portion of 
Queensland ; and, I believe, in larger tracts. 
I believe the honorable member who has 
urged the motion, has somewhat mis-stated 
the importance of those districts. I believe 
that instead of 900,000 sheep in the districts 
of Maranoa and W arrego, the number is 
something about 2,000,000. I must state, 
however, that-the honorable member having 
asserted that if we make the railway, there 
will be produce worth £50,000 or £60,000 to 
be conveyed by it-if that is all we are 
likely to carry, it does not justify our 
proceeding with this line. The expenses of the 
line for twelve months would almost amount 
to that sum. The honorable member had 
forgotten to state that the length of the line 
he asked the Government to survey was no 
less than ninety miles. ·rt would be impossible 
to effect the survey of a distance of ninety 
miles in twelve months ; and it is to be 
remembered that, although the country 
between Dalby and Condamine is :flat-I 
fear too :flat-it is a country surrounded on 
all sides by scrubs ; and an engineer will 
require to take especial care to survey his 
road through them. Again, I am not at all 
satisfied that the Condamine township, when 
a railway is determined upon, should be the 
terminus ; I believe it is too much to the 
south, and that the line must go further north 
than the Condamine township. It is highly 
desirable, when we are borrowing money for 
making certain lines of railway, that at any 
rate we should have one main line finished 
and in operation before we pledge ourselves 
to any other lines. I am much afraid that if 
we go into the market and borrow all the 
money we require for the whole of the lines, 
we shall have a larger amount of interest to 
pay than is desirable, before we have any 
opportunity to secure a return. I would 
advise the honorable member to have a little 
patience, and to wait until our main line, at 
all events, reaches Toowoomba ;-then we 
can determine whether or not our railways 
will be self-supporting. If they be, I agree 
with the honorable member that there 
is nq line in the colony more imperatively 
demanded than one to the westward ; and 
then I shall readily go with him. No 
doubt, as far as the surveys are concerned, 
they would not cost very much ; but it would 
not be wise of the. House, because they are 
importuned, to consent to their being made 
within the next twelve months. It would, 
I believe, be almost an impossibility to have 
the surveys completed by that time ; and it 
is not proper to expect them. I think with 
this expression of the desire of the Govern­
ment to forward the interests of the western 
districts, to rarry the railway as far _as possi-

ble, when the occasion arrives, that the 
honorable member ought to be satisfied, aud 
and that he should now withdraw his motion. 
The honorable member made a slight mistake, 
when he said that no money had been spent 
on the road between Dalby and Condamine. 
He must remember that the Greenbank 
Bridge is almost finished; and, with that at 
the Condamine township, there is now no 

· great need for anything to be done on that 
road. I think the honorable gentleman has 
sufficiently discharged his duty to his consti­
tuents, by presenting the motion, and making 
an explanation to the House ; and with that 
he ought to be satisfied-and, I think, he 
will now do well to withdraw the motion. 

Mr. CoxEN observed, that if the honorable 
member for Maranoa pressed the motion, he 
should support it ; although, at the same 
time, he was very much in favor of the 
remarks of the honorable the Secretary for 
Lands and Works. He did think the reso­
lutions were premature, while he strongly 
supported the principle of a railway to the 
westward. It would be the most desirable 
course for the honorable member to with­
draw the motion for the present. He (Mr. 
Coxen) thought it was the wish of the House 
that he would do so. From conversations he 
had had with his constituents and with 
residents of the western districts, he knew 
that it was the general wish to have such a 
railway, and he had expressed his own opinion 
in favor of it. 

Mr. FoRBES contended that the arguments 
the honorable the Secretary for Lands and 
Works had used this evening would have told 
very heavily against the motion which was 
before the House the other night, for the 
construction of a line of railway toW arwick; 
but that appeared to have been forgotten by 
the honorable member, now it was passed. 
The honorable member admitted the necessity 
for carrying out an extension of the railway 
to the westward, and said that the object of 
the Government was to extend the main 
trunk lines as far into the interior as possible. 
The only matter which he (Mr. Forbes) saw 
for consideration was-were they likely to 
have, and when, if ever, the railway extended 
in the direction indicated by the motion ? 
It would be of much benefit to the colony 
when made. If the motion was shelved now, 
they would go on for twelve or eighteen 
months longer, till the line to Warwick was 
finished, and they would then be told that 
the lines already in existence were not paying; 
that the colony had got into debt. 

The SEcRETARY FOR LANDS AND WORKS : 
Two years and a-half. · 

Mr. FoRBES : That was quite time enough 
to take to put the country in a financi11l 
position to go on with other works ; and, at 
that rate, it would take seven years to carry 
the extension now proposed. Very little 
seemed to be known about the districts of 
W arrego, Mitchell, and Maranoa, and their 
producing powers. He had seen a small 
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portion of the western country-a few hun­
dred miles-and he had no hesitation in 
saying that there would be a larger production 
of the staple of the colony, on which our 
existence and welfare depended, from those 
districts than from the rest of the colony. 
If the Government did not extend the rail­
way, the settlers on the lower part of the 
river, from Charleville to the border of the 
colony, would do their trade with New South 
Vv ales. A.ll their sympathies were with New 
South Wales and Victoria; and a feeling was 
rapidly gaining ground to petition for sepa­
ration and annexation to Riverina. They 
thought they would be better cared for, and 
that their wants would be better supplied, 
by being annexed to the proposed pastoral 
colony ; and he had no hesitation in believing 
that, if their wants were not attended to, he 
might have the honor to present a petition to 
the House in some future session, praying for 
separation. Honorable members might laugh, 
but it might not be a laughing matter for the 
colony by-and-bye. If those districts were 
severed from Queensland, a large amount of 
trade must necessarily leave the colony; and, 
rnther than lose such a fine portion of 
country, he thought every facility should be 
given to the encouragement of a trade direct 
with the metropolis, and thus to increase 
the chances of helping those districts, and 
consolidating the trade of the colony in the 
metropolis. For those reasons he would 
support the motion, 

Mr. R. CRIBB said he could not support 
the motion. If the honorable member was 
not disposed to withdraw it altogether, he 
recommended him to withdraw the second 
and third resolutions ; and, if the first 
resolution was affirmed-and he should be 
very happy to support it-it was all that 
was required. He (Mr. Cribb) was one who 
had always advocated the extension of rail­
ways in this colony, but he could not vote 
for the present motion, when there was such 
a large quantity of work on hand, for 
carrying the line ninety miles further than 
the extensions already sanctioned by the 
House. 

Mr. LILLEY expressed a hope that the 
honorable member for the Maranoa would 
adopt the suggestion of the honorable 
member for East Moreton. If the House 
passed the resolutions, it seemed to him 
that they would be going in the, teeth of the 
Railway A.ct. They would be authorising 
the Government to extend the railway and 
to raise a loan for the purpose of con­
structing the line, when the A.ct provided 
that, before so doing, " copies of the plans, 
sections, and book of reference of every 
railway which it is intended to construct, 
shall be from time to time prepared by the 
Government and laid before Parliament." 
So that, in fact, the motion was premature 
in the present state of the law; and he 
could not vote for it. He quite agreed with 
the honorable member upon the desira-

bility of carrying on the survey of lines of 
railways in important districts. Taking even 
the very low estimate the honorable mover of 
the resolutions himself gave, those districts 
appeared to be of sufficient importance to 
this colony to justify the House in going on 
with the surveys as fast as possible. He 
hoped that the honorable member would 
abandon the second and third resolutions, and 
adhere to the first ; and follow the example 
of the honorable member for Warwick, whbse 
labors in a previous session had been rewarded 
by the sanction of the House for the railway 
to Warwick. 

Mr. McLEAN said that this was a question 
on which he did not wish to give a silent 
vote. He had spoken to the honorable mem­
ber for Maranoa respecting the desirability 
of completing the lin!) of railway as far as 
Roma, which was a hundred mile£~ beyond 
the Condamine. The honorable member, 
however, by the wording of his resolutions, 
proposed to limit the extension of the surveys 
to the Condamine, and. therefore, he could 
hardly go with the honorable member. He 
believed the principal object of the House in 
extending the railway to the Condamine, was 
to fix on some inland place as a great centre 
for the best districts in the interior, for the 
convenience of the settlers in those districts, 
and that the terminus should be at such 
central point. Now he did not think 
the Condamine was the best position that 
could be adopted for this purpose. Roma, 
he considered, was the best place; and 
he would suggest that a sort of flying survey 
should be made, so as to enable the engi­
neers or surveyors that might subsequently 
be appointed, to select the best line of 
country for the purpose of laying out 
this' line of railway. He believed it was 
very undesirable to compel the Government 
to survey a line of railway to the Condamine. 
He believed that if any expenditure was to 
be incurred for the survey of a line, it should 
be for the examination of a route all the way 
to Roma, instead of to the Condamine. He 
had no other object in view but an examination 
to ascertain the easiest route for a line of 
railway to Roma, setting aside the rights of 
Condamine or any other small settlement on 
the line. If money were to be spent so 
injudiciously, as it would be in laying out 
lines to small places, it would be something 
like acknowledging the claim of every public 
house on the road to have a station matle in 
its vicinity. He, therefore, thought that it 
would be very undesirable and injudicious 
for the House to commit itself to the resolu­
tions of the honorable member as ethey stood. 
He freely admitted, and he believed every 
honorable member who desired to see rail­
wavs carried out would admit, that a line in 
the direction referred to was one of the first 
that should be attended to. Therefore, so 
far as regarded expenditure and getting the 
House committed to this particular line went, 
the matter was beyond all question, for this 
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was a line that would yet be forced upon 
the House. No matter who might be 
returned to the House to transact the busi­
ness of the country in a future Parliament, 
this was a line that would be forced on them 
by the country, and no House and no 
Government could prevent the line from 
being made. He, therefore, thought it was 
very desirable that the honorable member 
should alter the clauses of the motion before 
the House was committed to them. For his 
own part, he could not vote for them as they 
stood; but if the honorable member substi­
tuted Roma for Condamine, he would vote 
for the motion. 

Mr. FITZSIMMONS said, that with the 
permission of the honorable member, he 
would suggest certain alterations which he 
thought would render the motion more 
acceptable. The first alteration was, that in 
the second clause, all the words after the 
words " Condamine township" should be 
omitted; and the second was, that in the 
second clause, all the words after the word 
" convenient" should also be omitted. The 
motion as so altered would, he thought, be 
more likely to meet with the support of 
honorable members. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said, he might as well 
~tate, _})ef9r-e g(Ji!lg fttrtlier, t_h_a~ ij;_~s_]:ti~ 
~.uuv.u.us.vli. uv v vuv u,:,a.ul~tJ HH..i.n:·u~eu expe.uur-

ture for railway purposes, until those rail­
ways that had already been determined upon 
were completed. At present, there was no 
money to throw away. On the contrary, there 
was an increasing deficit; and at the same time 
the money market was in a very sensitive state. 
Notwithstanding that, honorable members 
Wf)re asked day by day to put money on the 
Estimates for railway purposes. It would, 
he thought, be time enough to incur further 
expenditure for railways, when it was proved 
whether the line to Dalby would pay its 
working expenses: It would then be time 
enough to enter upon the survey of another 
line; and he should say that, even if it was 
considered desirable to continue the line by 
Dalby, he should vote against it, until some 
of the railways in the north were completed. 
Considering the financial position of the 
colony at the present time, he should 
vote against the motion without amend­
ment. 

Mr. DouGLAS said he always listened with 
attention to what was said by the honorable 
the Secretary for Lands and W arks, and on 
the present occasion he listened to the 
honorable gentleman with considerable atten­
tion and satisfaction, which had been 
confirmed by what had fallen from the 
honorable member for the Burnett. Both 
honorable gentlemen were of opinion, that till 
they were satisfied that the colony was in a 
position to spend more money on railways, 
and till it was seen that the railways to which 
they were at present pledged were in a 
satisfactory condition, it was not advisable 
to consider any further extension. He had 

previously stated, and he repeated it now, 
that he was prepared to consider a scheme 
for the further extension of railways in all 
the districts ; but, unless the scheme came 
from the Government, and unless it was 
based on some more intelligible principle 
than was contained in the motion before the 
House, he did not consider that they would 
be justified in taking further action. They 
were indebted for the present motion to the 
previous forgetfulness, in his opinion, of 
what he considered would have been the 
sound principle that should have guided the 
Government, on the previous consideration 
of a motion of a similar character. Why 
were they indebted for this motion, or for 
any subsequent motion ?-and why were they 
indebted for the amendment the honorable 
member for Rockhampton had proposed P 
Simply because the honorable the Secretary 
for Lands and W arks, on the consideration 
of a previous motion, forgetful of the posi­
tion the Ministry must and would be 
eventually forced to take in respect to this 
subject, did not meet these questions 
as they arose, and especially in reference to 
the railway to Warwick, on the ground the 
Ministry were bound to meet them, namely, 
that they sh'I:Juld be deferred till the 
1\il:il1i~!T Altcl d()cic1ec1 Qll ~ p_oJicy, .. and had. 
gune · lllLU HW maucer Wlull aue consluera­
tion. They were bound, for that reason, to 
object to any such proposition as the one 
brought in by the honorable member. He 
did not blame the honorable member for 
Maranoa for bringing forward this motion. 
It was only natural he should do so, coming 
from that district, and he was an admirable 
specimen of the district. An ingenuous 
country gentleman, full of life and redolent 
of hopes, he naturally came to the conclusion 
which he was entitled to draw from the 
previous conduct of the Ministry : and he 
accordingly said to himself, that on a previous 
session he had found a similar motion to 
the one now before the House met in a very 
friendly spirit by the Ministry-a certain 
amount ofmild pressure having been brought 
to bear on them, they yielded to the motion­
and the result had been that, when the 
further extension to vV arwick came on, 
the supporters of the undertaking had the 
Government on their side. That was the 
reason, no doubt, that in some degree 
induced the honorable member for Maranoa 
to table his present motion. Unfortunately, 
however, he had been led astray by his 
" guide, philosopher, and friend." He was 
happy to say that the honorable the Secretary 
for Lands and W arks now saw it was 
necessary to draw in his horns, and to recog­
nise some general principles, and that 
until he had made up his mind on the ques­
tion of finance, and as to engineering details, 
it was not wise to allow any private member 
of the House to carry such a motion, or at 
any rate to give that private member such 
countenance as might ensure the success of 
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such a motion. He would, therefore, vote 
against the motion in its entirety, and would 
oppose any amendment proposed on it ; and 
he would do the same with regard to the 
motion standing in the name of the honorable 
member for Brisbane. There was, however, 
a little matter in the resolution that had not 
been alluded to. If the railway was to 
benefit so much the district the honorable 
member represented, and especially the dis­
trict the honorable member for the W arrego 
represented, lying below Charleville on the 
Lower W arrego, and extending towards 
Fort Bourke, he questioned whether it 
would not be a greater benefit to the districts 
to improve the Darling up to Fort Bourke. 
He was of opinion that a considerable portion 
of the W arrego might be made navigable. 
Now, if it came to be a consideration with 
them how they were best to benefit the dis­
trict, it was possible that by opening up the 
navigation of the Darling they would confer 
greater benefits on the district than by the 
carrying out of a railway. It was well known 
that there were, at present, projects for the 
extension of the railway from the furthest 
point it had reached in Victoria to the Darling, 
and as the line was extended the inhabitants 
of the far western districts of Queensland 
would find it more convenient to carry on 
their traffic through Melbourne and Adelaide. 
In that view he thought it was very doubtful 
whether the views of the honorable member 
and the views of the inhabitants of the 
district would be met by the railway indicated 

. in the motion. He did not dispute that it 
would be for the advantage of this portion 
of country - that it would be for the 
advantage of Brisbane, to extend its rela­
tions as far inland as po~sible, but if it was 
a question as to whether the railway would 
most benefit the inhabitants in the western 
district, he very much doubted if it would 
do so. 

Mr. HALY did not think they should carry 
out the railways one mile beyond what the 
countrywas alreadypledged to, until they found 
whether those lines would satisfy the country, 
and would be self-supporting. Besides, their 
present undertakings were to the full extent 
of their abilities, and if they went further 
the e:ffect would be to depreciate their 
debentures in the English market. There 
must be some end to their borrowing, and 
if they were to extend their railways to 
the far west, to the W arrego, or the 
Barcoo, or the Gulf of Carpentaria, it 
must be done by borrowed money. He 
should certainly oppose the. extension of 
the railways one mile beyond what they 
11ere pledged to, till they found if those 
railways would answer or not, and if they 
11ould be profitable. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER said, that in 
following up the remarks of the honorable 
member for Port Curtis, it must be a matter 
of sincere congratulation. to the House, and 
to the country, to ascertain the altered views 

of the honorable member in regard to the 
subject of railways. It could not be beyond 
the recollection of honorable members, that 
it was not long since that that honorable 
member, and several other honorable mem­
bers, were arrayed against the honorable 
members on the Government side of the 
House, for attempting to introduce railways 
at all. Now, they found that the honorable 
gentlemen came forward and accused the 
Government of not having a sufficiently 
comprehensive scheme to take in the 
whole of the line of railways that might 
at some future day be executed in this colony. 
He thought it was highly inconsistent 
for the honorable member, and others who 
wrought with him, to· make the accusation 
he had made ; and, for this reason, that he 
thought the Government were in the 
position they assumed originally in 
re~ard to railways. The Government 
originally proposed a scheme of railway 
from Ipswich to Toowoomba, and from 
Warwick to Dalby, and now they had 
assumed the same position, and he was at a 
loss to understand why they should be 
asked by the honorable member for Port 
Curtis to account for not having a larger 
scheme of railways than their resources 
would enable them to carry out. He thought, 
with respect to the resolutions submitted 
by the honorable member for Maranoa, 
that the fullest sympathy existed with 
respect to the project embodied in them. 
He thought no one could deny that . 
There could not be too early a day when 
a railway should be commenced and 
finished to Roma or the Condamine, or some 
other point to the westward; but he thought 
it was highly inconvenient to come and ask 
for a system of survey, which it was ahnost 
impossible for the Government, with the 
resources at their disposal, to carry out. 
When he said resources, he did not mean 
financial resources, as alluded to by the honor­
able member for the Burnett, but to the 
engineering and surveying resources at the 
disposal of the honorable the Secretary for 
Lands and Works, which were not sufficient 
to enable the proposed surveys to be accom­
plished in twelve months. The honorable 
membe1· foi• Port Curtis said the argu­
ments that were used against the present 
motion should have been used when the 
subject of the Warwick railway was before 
the House, twelve months ago, but there 
really was no analogy between the two cases. 
The one was a question to which the Govern­
ment was pledged, and to which the House 
also, he believed, was pledged, but the question 
now before the House was a very di:fferent 
one ; and, besides, the Government felt that· 
they had already got quite sufficient upon 
their hands for the present. They ought to 
feel satisfied in having so large a railway 
scheme on hand, as led the surrounding 
colonies to look on them with surprise at the 
strides so young a colony as this was making 



Railway to Condamine. [14 JUNE.] Ra-ilway to Condamine. 159 

with respect to railways. But he trusted, 
nevertheless, that the House would not dimi­
nish the sympathy they had with 'the honor­
able member in this matter, but would, at the 
same time, ask him to withdraw his motion 
for the :!?resent. He thought-financially 
speaking-that it would not be wise for the 
House to pledge itself on this subject; for 
he thought jt would be well if the Govern­
ment could complete all the lines they had 
pledged themselves to, without coming down 
this session for a loan Bill ; and he thought 
that next session would be a sufficiently early 
period for the honorable member to bring 
forward his resolutions. He should be sorry 
if there was any feeling shewn against the 
extension of railways to the westward ; and 
he thought it was highly necessary the 
House should recollect that there might be 
very much indeed in what fell from the 
honorable member for the W arrego with 
respect to the diversion of the trade with 
that district into another channel, from the 
want of means to secure it to this port. 
That was a feeling that must belong to every 
honorable member who had given his atten­
tion to the subject ; and feeling on that point 
as he did, he did not think the House would 
be wrong in delaying to a future day the 
resolutions which the honorable member had 
put before it. 

Dr. C HALLINOR saidhe was sure that the ma­
jority of honorable members were in favor of 
the motion of the honorable member for :JYiara­
noa, so far as the desirability of a railway in 
the direction indicated was concyrned, if the 
Government possessed the means to carry it 
out; but he thought that, in consequence 
of present engagements with respect to 
other lines, the proposition of the honor­
able member must be allowed to remain in 
abeyance for some time. He was sure, 
as stated by the honorable the Colonial 
Treasurer-for he had marked it down 
before the honorable member spoke-that the 
Government had not departed from. the line 
of railway policy they originally entered 
upon. It must be fresh in the memory 
of every one that the prospectus-for it 
amounted to that-of the lines proposed by 
the Government included the rail way to 
Warwick as well as to Toowoomba and Dalby. 
He thought that was the first project of the 
Government, and, if he was correct in that 
opinion, the Government couldnotb~.charged 
with having departed from the policy with 
which they set out, or with having yielded to 
a mild pressure as referred to b;y the honor­
able member for Port Curtis. However, he 
thought they might pass the first resolution, 
with the addition of the words " all conve­
nient speed," or "as speedily as possible." 
He thought that would meet the object the 
honorable member had in view. He also 
thought it was desirable there should· be a 
survey of this line carried out. He did not 
mean a detailed survey, but only a general 
survey of the country to ascertain the route 

that would be most desirable, and also with the 
view of ascertaining what Crown lands, if any, 
should be reserved, in order to avoid the cost 
of re-purchasing them. He was quite sur­
prised to hear the honorable member for Port 
Curtis talk as he did about the Darling and 
theW arrego; and he thought, from the obser­
vations of the hOnorable member· in that 
respect, that he could not have considered the 
interests of the inhabitants of the colony 
generally, however much he might have 
considered the interests of those in the district 
of the W arrego. For his own part he con­
sidered the extension of the railway system 
to the westward as speedily as possible, in 
every way expedient, but especially in order 
to secure to this colony the customs duties 
that now flowed into the exchequers of South 
Australia and Victoria. It appeared to him 
that the third resolution could not be passed, 
as in his opinion it was contrary to the Con­
stitution Act, which required that the House 
should by resolution address the Governor, 
to propose a loan for such a purpose. If the 
honorable mem her insisted on the resolutions 
as they stood, he should be compelled to vote 
against them, but he should be glad to support 
the first clause, either as it stood, or amended 
as he had suggested, if the second and third 
clauses were withdrawn. In voting against 
the resolutions, he hoped it would not be 
supposed that he did not sympathise with the 
wants of the inhabitants of the W arrego 
district, for, on the contrary, so fully was he 
alive to the wants of the district, that he 
wished to see the railway extended to it 
with all. convenient speed. He again sug­
gested that the motion should be amended 
by adding the words "with all convenient 
speed" in the first clause, and by striking 
out the second and third clauses. 

Mr. BRoOKES said he did not wish to detain 
the House by any lengthened remarks on 
this matter ; but there did fall from the 
honorable the Colonial Treasurer two or 
three remarks, which he thought 1t was 
desirable for honorable members on the 
Opposition side of the House to allude to. 
Were they not noticed, it was just possible 
that it might be considered the honorable 
member was correct when he stated that 
honorable members on the Opposition side 
of the House had neglected the proper 
occasion for submitting their arguments, and 
had thereby allowed all grounds for opposi­
tion to the policy of the Government to be 
taken away from them. Now, he did not think 
that such was the case. He did not think 
that the Opposition side of the House-sup­
posing thore were two sides to thy House­
if they had been silent,-if they had retired, 
or rather he would not say retired, but 
had not made the most of their position 
recently-had done so because they had 
the conviction that a further exposure of 
the reckless expenditure by the other side 
of the House was likely to bring about the 
result that was noticed by the honorable 
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member for Burnett. They were already 
committed, inextricably, to an expenditure 
out of measure with their capability ; and 
they should get out of the difficulty as soon 
as possible. If it became known in the 
English money market that, in the face of 
their present debt, they had committed 
themselves to a further expenditure for 
flying surveys, or other surveys, with the 
idea that they were to push railways to those 
far-distant and outlandish places in the 
western district, it would be thought that 
they had lost a sensible idea of the value of 
money. He would certainly, for his own 
part,-not wishing to compromise other 
honorable members in his opinions-desire 
to state that the only reason which induced 
him to hold his peace with reference to the 
railway policy of the Government, was this­
that a large expenditure would be incurred 
on an untried but important scheme, 
and, desiring to retain good hopes of the 
colony, he did not like to say a 
single word in doubt as to its position, 
or cast an imputation in any way upon what, 
he trusted, might prove an ultimate and 
glorious success. That being the case, 
he did not think it. was quite right the 
honorable the Colonial Treasurer should 
have assumed that both sides of the 
House were agreed now, and were in fact 
a sort of happy family as to the subject 
of railways. So far from that being the 
case, there was, he believed, a greater 
diversity of opinion on the subject than 
ever. The construction of a few miles of 
railway had been commenced, and when the 
work was completed and the line, so far, 
opened, there would, no doubt, be a great 
flourish of trumpets on the occasion, and a 
German band, and the world would be 
informed that a feat had been performed 
that had never been equalled in the history 
of railway engineering. It was a great farce 
to talk of what they had .done. They had 
yet to get over the Liverpool range, and 
had other great engineering difficulties to 
contend with, before they would be in a 
position to congratulate themselves on the 
success of the undertaking. Of course, as 
this was an engineering age, he did not 
mean to say that they could. not go up the 
side of a house. However, as to the motion, 
he considered that it was in the highest 
degree inexpedient to acknowledge the reso­
lution in one way or another. He agreed 
with those honorable members who said let 
us have something definite and clear, some­
thing complete, as a work and also finan­
cially, and then they would have a basis 
to proceed upon in respect to other works. 
It seemed to him that they were falling into 
the position into which the inhabitants of 
Toowoomba were trying to press them, but 
he hoped they would protect themselves 
against that, and he would venture, with all 
deference to their good faith, to have a pre­
ferent regard for the interests of the colony 

generally. Looking at it as an immense 
colony, containing not only northern and 
southern, and western, but also the middle 
and the W arrego districts, he thought that, 
before they listened patiently to such a 
resolution as that before the House, they 
should wait for the practical results of the 
works thE$Y had already initiated. He still 
remained in grave doubts whether any rail-. 
way that had hitherto been proposed in the 
colony would be re-productive. He believed 
the railway to Toowoomba would not pay­
he was going to say five per cent.-but he 
did not believe that it would pay two and 
a-half per cent. on the cost of construction; 
and he believed, further, that it would be an 
annual source of loss to the colony. He 
believed that, what with this line of railway 
from Ipswich to Toowoomba, and from 
Toowoomba to Warwick, it would, at no 
distant time, be found that the !1:inistry 
had tied a millstone round the neck 
of the colony, from which they would 
not, for a long time, be able to relieve 
themselves. Of course, there was nothing 
to be ·said against the honorable member 
for bringing forward this motion ; and he, 
for one, did not blame him. His constituents, 
seeing the universal scramble that was going 
on, were not to be blamed for urging upon 
the honorable member to secure some of 
the benefits for them. He believed that 
was the impelling principle of many such 
motions as the one before the House. He 
hoped, in the consideration of any similar 
motion tha.t might be brought forward in 
future, they would not have any such ground­
less assumptions as they had heard made by 
the honorable the Colonial Treasurer, in 
supposing that, because some honorable mem­
bers chose to hold their noise, therefore, 
they were proselytized by the financial skill, 
celebrity, and enterprise displayed by the 
Government. 

Mr. MILEs, on rising to reply, said he was 
not at all surprised at the feeling displayed 
by the House on the present occasion, as it 
was only in accordance with the feeling that 
had always been shewn towards the northern 
districts ; and he believed he was correct in 
saying that, from the day of separation to 
the present time, not one sixpence had been 
expended on it. He could not, he said, con­
sent to withdraw the third clause of the 
motion, as he looked upon it as being of more 
consequence than the others. 

The SPEAKER, interrupting the honorable 
member, said he understood the honorable 
member for Ipswich had an amendment to 
propose on one of the resolutions ; and he 
believed the honorable member for Rock­
hampton had an amendment to propose to 
another. He suggested that those amend­
ments should be submitted before the honor­
able member replied, as they could not be 
brought forward afterwards. 

The SECRETARY FOR LANDS AND WoRKs 
having suggested that tlie resolutions be put 
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seriatim, the first resolution was stated,­
"That, owing to the rapid extension of 
pastoral settlement in the western portion 
of this colony, it is expedient that the 
railway surveys should be extended on the 
South-western line." 

Dr. CHALLINOR moved-" That the ques­
tion be amended by adding the words " with 
all convenient speed." 

1\fr. MrLES proceeded to state that, by a 
return of revenue for the year 1864, which 
he held in his hand, he found the district of 
Moreton, according to its population, contri­
buted to the revenue £3 lOs. 4d. per head; 
the district of Darling Downs, £5 14s. 6d. ; 
Port Curtis, £4 l8s. 3d. ; Leichhardt, 
£6 5s. 6d.; Wide Bay and Burnett, together, 
£4 19s. 7d.; Thfaranoa and Warrego, £12 
7s. 7d.; South Kennedy, Mitchell, and 
Bourke, £11 4s. ld. It appeared, therefore, if 
the return were correct, which there was no 
reason to doubt, that the district whose 
interests he advocated, contributed a larger 
proportion of revenue than any district in 
the colony ; and it was a singular thing, that 
whenever the representatives of the western 
districts made application for a fair and 
reasonable share of the public expendi­
ture, they were sure to meet with opposition. 
The return did not give the expenditure in 
the several districts ; but it was not a diffi­
cult matter to supply it. He could conscien­
tiously state, that not a single sixpence of 
the public money had ever been expended in 
the district of Maranoa, and in making that 
assertion, he would defy contradiction. Yet, 
whenever an attempt was made to obtain 
common justice for that district, some of the 
city members were sure to get up and oppose 
the motion. However, he had simply clone 
his duty in bringing forward the resolution, 
and it rested with the House to accept or 
reject it. 

.Wfr. PuGH said he could see no advantage 
in the amendment, nor could he see what 
the honorable member for Ipswich intended 
by it. It might have the effect of leaving 
the honorable member for the Maranoa in 
exactly the same position at the end of the 
year, for the honorable the Secretary for 
Lands and Works would only have to get 
up and say, that it was extremely incon­
venient to proceed with the survey ·of the 
line, and there the matter would rest. He 
did not think the honorable member was 
justified in charging the members of the 
Assembly with opposing every motion 
brought forward for the benefit of the 
western districts. The honorable member had 
stated on several occasions, . that not a 
single sixpence had been expended in the 
Maranoa district, and on that account he 
(l\ir. Pugh) would be disposed to vote for the 
resolutions in the amended form which had 
been suggested by the honorable member for 
Rockhampton. But of what use could be 
the addition of the words " with all conve­
nient speed P" -it could only have the effect 

w 

of leaving the matter at the end of a year or 
so in exa~tly the same position. He thought 
the honorable the Colonial Treasurer. had 
gone a little too far in saying that honorabfe 
members on his (JYir. Pugh's) side of the 
House had opposed the railways at first, and 
were now in favq,r of them. For his part 
he could say that he had neyer expressed 
himself averse to the construction of rail­
ways, and the remark could not therefore 
apply to him. He hoped the honorable 
member for Ipswich would withdraw his 
amendment. 

:i.vfr. ·WALSH said he should be compelled 
to oppose the motion of the honorable 
member for J\{aranoa, on the same grounds 
as those which had been advanced by the 
honorable member for the Burnett. He 
believed it would not be to the interest ofthe 
colony to expend any further sums in the 
southern districts, until the north had 
received its fair share of expenditure. Eve1·y 
one of the arguments which had been 
advanced by those honorable members who 
had spoken against the motion, had tended to 
prove that it was not expedient to do more 
than to construct trunk lines of railway 
through the colony. He affirmed that the 
country was not in a position to expend the 
money required for the Oondamine railway, 
and the more the question was ventilated the 
more it would become apparent, that it was 
not one of railway extension to that part of 
the country, but the expenditure of a very 
large sum of money. One of the arguments 
made use of by the honorable JYEnister for 
Lands and vVorks, struck him as being very 
suggestive. The honorable member h:ld 
endeavored to shew that the time might 
come when the Maranoa district, or the 
districts through which the proposed line 
would pass, might become of sufficient 
importance to receive consideration at the 
hands of the Government. At the same 
time, he had led the House to believe that it 
was a very distant consideration. Did the 
honorable member mean to imply that the 
Government were certain of a long tenure of 
office? He thought the honorable member, 
in saying so, presumed rather too much upon 
the credulity of the House. He believed 
some very important questions would be 
brought forward during the session, and he 
did not think the GoYernment had any right 
to expect that they would hold office for a 
number of years, although undoubteclly their 
past ability must . be admitted on all sides. 
He repeated that; for the reasons which had 
been so forcibly stated by the honorable 
member for the Burnett, he felt obliged to 
oppose the motion. .rit the same time he 
felt bound to bear his testimony to the fact 
that the arguments adduced in support of it 
were better arguments than those which had 
been so victoriously advanced in favor of 
resolutions of a similar character, which 
were prompted and required by the honorable 
member for Western Downs. 
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The House then divided on the first reso­
lution with the following result :-

Ayes, 19. 
Mr. Herbert 

, Pring 
, JHacalister 

, , Bell . 
Dr. Chalhnor 
Mr. B. Cribb 
, Coxen 
, Forbes 
, Lilley 
, Royds 

R. Cribb 
, Stephens 
, Edmondstone 
, Pugh 
, Miles 

Weinholt 
, Blakeney 

McLean 
, Taylor 

Noes, 6. 
Mr. Walsh 

, Haly 
, Brookes 
, Fitzsimmons 
, Douglas 
, .Mackenzie 

The second resolution was then stated,­
" That such extended surveys shall be made 
as far as Oondamine township during the next 
twelve months." 

Mr. MILES said, he wished to withdraw 
from the second resolution the concluding 
words, "within the next twelve months." 

Dr. 0HALLINOR said that, as it did not 
appear' from what had passed in the House, 
that it was expedient to carry the railway on 
to Oondamine, there could be no necessity for 
making a survey to that township. He 
should therefore oppose the motion. 

Mr. DouGLAS asked whether, after any of 
the resolutions had been put to the House, 
amendments could be offered. 

The SPEAKER : Most decidedly; I have 
been asked by the House to put the 
resolutions seriatim, with the object, as I 
understand it, of affording an opportunity of 
making amendments upon each of them. 

Mr. R. CRIBB said. he should not be able 
to vote' for the resolution, even with the 
omission suggested by the honorable member 
for Maranoa. After the explanation given 
by the honorable Secretary for Lands and 
Works, he did not think the House would 
be doing right to pledge itself to the second 
resolution, for the very important reason 
that the proposed line of country would not 
be a proper route for the railway. It would 
therefore be un.,ise to waste any money 
upon it. He hoped the honorable member 
would withdraw the second and third reso­
lutions, as the House must infallibly negative 
them. , 

Mr. WALSH objected to the withdrawal of 
the resolutions. He did not think it was 
expedient at present to commit the House to 
the construction, or even the survey, of a 
railway to Oondamine. The question as to 
whether the country could afford such expen­
sive works would have to be discussed pretty 
fully during the session ; and, no doubt, it 
would be closely considered when the House 
went into committee of supply. In the 
meantime it would be wrong to accept a 

motion which would pledge the Government 
to do what, perhaps, they would be unable 
to carry out. 

Mr. BROOKES objected also to the with­
drawal of the two last resolutions, as he 
thought the country ought to know who 
those members were who were in favor of 
such extravagant and illimitable expenditure ; 
and also who those honorable members were 
who, when the House was pressed to a 
division, preferred to walk out rather than 
see their names on the list. 

Mr. DouGLAS said he must express his 
astonishment at the result of the last division, 
and his extreme reprobation of the conduct 
of the Ministry. It was utterly lowering. 
He could not express the sense of humilia­
tion-abject humiliation-which he felt in 
observing the course they were taking. The 
honorable member to whom was confided 
the department of railways, in expressing 
the policy of the Ministry, had announced 
certain opinions in the House which the Gov­
ernment were now afraid to act up to in the 
face of the country. Simply as a matter of 
compliment to their supporters, as a matter of 
double-dealing, of time-serving, they accepted 
a motion which they had already denounced. 
He had never felt the same sense of deep 
humiliation that he exp8rienced on that 
occasion. He had wished to afford the Gov­
ernment the fullest consideration-he had 
always been am::ious to do so, and whenever 
he could possibly strain a point to give them 
that indulgence he had been ready to do it. 
Now, least of all, could he do so. How was 
the country to be governed by a set of men 
whose whole policy was-to use a colloquial 
expression-a very short word, which he only 
used in a metaphorical sense-a lie? He 
applied that word, in a metaphorical sense 
only, to the Government. Their conduct 
really passed conjecture. As the responsible 
advisers of His Excellency, they were entitled, 
if any one was, to lead public opinion.· But 
how had they done so ? Oc:uld they affirm 
that they were justified, after coming down 
to the House and expressing a decided policy, 
just for the sake of satisfying a few tag­
rag followers, in prostituting their sense of 
justice, right, and truth, for a mere passing 
popularity ? He should press all the resolu­
tions to a division, and compel the Govern­
ment to say whether they would accept them 
or not. They had accepted what they con­
sidered a mere platitude upon the question. 
They should, at any rate, state "hether they 
were in a position to accept platitudes from 
all sides of the House ;-they should not have 
accepted a mere abstract resolution, which 
pledged them to nothing. He might ~:x;pect 
a railway to Gayndah,-were th~ Mm1stry 
prepared to accept such a resolution? The 
Government might with equal justice accept 
a proposition to construct a line of railway 
from Bowen to the Burdekin;-what objection 
could they have to such a line, if it came to a 
question of preference between the two? He 
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affirmed that the Government had admitted 
that they were not in a position to make a 
railway to the Condamine; that it was not 
desirable, and would not be required for a 
certain period; yet, for political purposes, and 
to favor their supporters, they now affirmed 
it to be so. 

Mr. HALY said he could not go so far as 
the honorable member for Port Curtis ; but 
he must say he was astonished that the 
honorable Minister for Lands and "\V orks 
could sit on the Government side of the 
House after what he had stated. It was 
said, too, that if a resolution were brought 
forward for a railway from Maryborough to 
Gayndah, the Government would oppose it. 
He vms certainly surprised at the course 
which the Ministry had pursued. It could 
not be expected that any member represent­
ing a northern district could support such a 
Government. If a motion were brought 
forward for a railway to Fort Bourke, he 
believed the Government would support it. 
He had certainly understood from the honor­
able Minister for Lands and vVorks, that it 
was not desirable to construct another railway 
until it were found that the present railway 
proved self-supporting. 

Mr. WrENHOLT said he had been exceed­
ingly surprised to hear the violent speech 
addressed to the House by the hop.orable 
member for Port Curtis ; it was certainly a 
most extraordinary speech. lt might be an 
appropriate speech out of doors in such a 
place as-if he were not o·J.t of order, he 
would designate-a low pot-house. During 
the last session the honorable member had 
talked about principles being prostituted; 
but he had now, not only prostituted the 
House, but prostituted himself. He (Mr. 
vVienholt), protested against the turn the 
debate had taken. He believed the first 
resolution was an exceedingly good one; and 
that the Ministry, and every member of the 
House, must see that a railway to Condamine 
was expedient. Honorable members had 
been told they were to have such a line, but 
"·hen they were likely to have it was more 
than they could say. He had no doubt that 
the members of the Government would con­
descend to vote for the second and third 
resolutions, and if they did he should vote 
against them. He should support the first 
resolution. 

Mr. MACKENZIE expressed his astonish­
ment at the way in which the Government 
had voted. He did not know what to ;make 
of it, and he thought the best course he could 
adopt would be to deliberately challenge the 
Colonial Secretary to say whether the Govern­
ment adhered to the policy laid down by the 
honorable Minister for Lands and Works. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said that was 
the easiest thing he could have been called 
upon to do. The honorable member for Port 
Curtis had evidently two objects in his 
SIJeech ; one was, to occupy the time of the 
House, in order that the debate might not 

close before. the adjournment at six o'clock ; 
and the other was, to take a preliminary 
canter before the serious business of the 
evening came on. He (Mr. Herbert) did not 
believe the member for the Burnett was at 
all indignant ; he knew the members of 
the Government had voted in accordance 
with the speech of the honoreble Minister 
for Lands and Works. The Government, 
in common with every one else, had agreed 
that it would be extremely inconsistent to 
stop the railway at Dalby and not to 
extend it to the westward; and they felt 
it their duty to affirm that opinion whenever 
the subject was brought forward. They, 
however, thought it inexpedient to proceed 
with the railway now, and whenever it was 
to be done, the resolution ought to come from 
the Government. 

Mr. FITZSIMMONS having withdrawn his 
amendment, 

The second resolution was then put and 
negatived without division. 

The third resolution was then put-" That 
the plans, sections, and book of reference, 
relating to the above line, be laid on the 
table of this House as soon as convenient 
n:ext session of Parliament, and that the 
Government be then authorised to raise a 
l?an,for the purpose of constructing the said 
hne. 

Mr. WALSH said he should like to under­
stand from the honorable Minister for Lands 
and vV orks, 1Vhether his speech or that of his 
colleague, the honorable Colonial Secretary, 
was to be taken as an expression of the 
views of the Government. For if they were 
both to be considered in th~t light, he could 
only suppose that the effectiVe and powerful 
arguments used by the honorable member 
for Port Curtis had induced the extraordinary 
change which had taken 11lace in such a short 

· time in the opinions of the Government. 
One of the ablest speeches which had been 
made in the course of the debate agail.st the 
further extension of railways, had been made 
by the honorable the Minister for Lands and 
Works, and the course taken by the Ministry 
in the division was the more extraordinary. 
The humiliating and undignified position 
taken by the Ministry led him to the belief 
that the~ were really in favor of a railway 
to the Uondamine. He wished to record 
his opinion also, which was, that when 
they saw a Government turn round and 
contradict themselves, when they saw the 
effect of their conduct upon the House 
-when they saw a Government eating 
their own words, and changing their opinions 
so quickly, it behoved honorable members to 
join with the honorable member for Port 
Curtis in denouncing their course of proce­
dure. It had been his desire to accord !lll 
possible support to the Government of the 
day. He had labored under the conviction, 
that for the present and future interest of the 
colony, it was almost impossible to dispense 
with their services ; but the most serious 
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thing which could befall this country would 
be for the House to endorse the views of a 
Government who seemed capable of submit­
ting to any amount of humiliation rather 
than lose some of their supporters. He 
trusted that the Minister for Lands and 
\V orks. who seemed to occupy a more 
independent position than other members of 
the Government, would afford some further 
explanation. In the whole of the legislation 
no such blunder had occurred as they had 
observed that evening. It was never too late 
to rectifv blunders, and it would be injurious 
to the .f'eputation of the House, if the fact 
went forth to the country that they must 
submit to one Government, whatever might 
be it follies or inconsistencies. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS AND WORKS 
said he could not hesitate to rise, after the 
very strong appeal which had been made to 
him by the honorable member for Mary­
borough. But he did so for the purpose of 
expressing' his surprise and indignation at 
the line of attack which had been adopted 
by that honorable member, and those honor­
able members who had supported him. The 
language made use of by that honorable 
member, and the honorable member for Port 
Curtis, was entirely beneath the position they 
occupied in the House, and if he were called 
upon to state his opinion of any proposition 
put forth by those honorable members, he 
should be compelled to state that he placed 
'no faith in it whatever. The motion had 
been opposed by the Government on the 
most independent grounds, and no honorable 
member, who did not dt~~ire to misrepresent 
the >iews of the Ministry, could have made 
use of such lang'nap;e, or could possibly have 
mistaken the grounds upon which that opposi­
tion had been made. That he (Mr. Macalister) 
entertained an opinion favorable to the exten­
sion of the railway to the Condamine, no one 
could doubt. He had not only pointed out the 
advantag~s w_hich would accrue from opening 
out the district, but he had shewn that the 
honorable member himself had understated 
them. But, what he felt he could not pledge 
the Government to, was the completion of 
the surveys within a period of twelve months. 
He had shewn that the Government had on 
hand four lines of railway, which entailed a 
large expenditure, and it was desirable that 
one at least of those lines should be in actual 
operation before any further works. should 
be entered upon. But did that affect the 
right to have the amrveys made of a line 
which could be proceeded with as soon as the 
Government were warranted in extending 
their railV~:ay policy? \Vas there anything 
inconsistent in the course he had taken, or in 
the course adopted by the Government in 
reference to the resolutions before the 
House? The honorable member for Port 
Curtis had accuseli him of ,not coming down 
to the House with a financial policy on the 
subject of railways. But that policy had 
been before the House for the last two 

sessions ; and if there had existed any doubt 
as to the line of policy adopted by the 
Government, that doubt must have been 
completely set aside when he moved for the 
approval of the plans, sections, and books of 
reference for the line of railway to Vi' arwick. 
On that occasion, he had distinctly stated 
that the object of the Government was to 
construct lines which were likely to prove 
reproductive-he had distinctly stated that to 
be the policy of the Government. Yet the 
honorable member condemned the Ministry 
for not having a railway policy, and, forget­
ting the course which he (Mr. Macalister) 
had pursued, had actually tabled a motion 
for the extension of railways in all districts 
where they would prove reproductive-the 
very policy which had been tabled by the 
Government half-an-hour before. But if the 
House had committed itself to the views of 
the honorable member for Port Curtis, they 
might have been pledged to carry a line of 
railway to the Gulf of Carpentaria, and to 
have left the colony in an insolvent state. 
He was astonished that the honorable 
member for the Burnett (Mr. Haly) should 
have fallen into the same error as the honor­
able member for Port CurtiR. and should 
have been misled so far as to comment in a 
similar strain upon the conduct of the Govern­
ment. The Government had pursued the 
course which they had followed throughout­
they had affirmed the desirability of making the 
surveys of the line, but they did not pledge 
themselves to do anything more at prese~t. 

Mr. R. CRIBB said he should not have risen 
but for the violent language of the honorable 
member for Port Curtis; for, as he had taken 
the same line of argument on the question 
as the honorable the Minister for Lands and 
Works, of course he was included in the 
charge made by Mr. Douglas. He was 
extremely sorry that such remarks should 
have been indulged in ; but he fancied that 
the honorable member had merely expressed 
his own opinion-not that of others ; and, 
therefore, the House must take it for what it 
was worth. He particularly guarded himself in 
stating that he approved of the first resolution, 
and that if the honorable member for Marano a 
withdrew the other two resolutions, he should 
vote for it. The same argument was used by 
the honorable the Secretary for Lands and 
Works; but he recommended that the whole 
of the resolutions should be withdrawn. Why 
that should be made ground for a charge 
arrainst honorable members who voted for the 
fi~·st resolution was, to him (Mr. Cribb} 
astonishing. He could not understand it, 
nor how it evoked such violent language. 
He believed that most honorable members, if 
not all, who voted for the resolution, acted quite 
as indep,endently as the honor~ble ;member 
for Port Curtis, who voted agamst 1t. The 
honorable member did not often indulge in 
such language; and he (Mr. Cribb) trusted 
that he would for the future avoid it. 
With regard to the question immediately 
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before the House, the last resolution, he 
must oppose it. He believed it would be 
rejected almost unanimously, and the result 
would be the same as if it had been with­
drawn. 

Mr. DouGLAS said he so far agreed with 
what had just fallen from the honorable 
member for East Moreton, that he admitted 
he had undoubtedly expressed himself in 
too strone- terms. He had been exceedingly 
astonished at the course taken by honor­
able members ; and, getting up in a state of 
what he hoped was with him one of unusual 
excitement, he did express himself in terms 
of indignation, which, if not justified, led 
honorable members opposite who disagreed 
with him to retort upon him in somewhat 
similar terms. He unhesitatingly expressed 
h1s regret for ha·ving used such strong 
language. He did not often use it, and he 
would certainly try, even if occasion should 
arise again to justify his anger, not to do so 
for the future. He would not admit, however, 
that he had not been justified in expressing a 
considerable amount of indignation. The 
honorable member who spoke last, said that 
he was included in his ("iYir. Douglas') repro­
bation. Such was not his intention when he 
gave independent expression to his .opinions ; 
-he had not intended to refer to any honor­
able member not included in the Ministry. 

Mr .. McLEAN: Tag-rag followers. 
JYir. DouGLAs. repeated that he had not 

intended to do so. After the very decided 
expression of opinion on the part of the 
honorable the Minister for Lauds and 
Works, in forcible terms-in terms which 
satisfied him (Mr. Douglas), and which 
he was glad to listen to-that his desire was 
that the honorable member who moved the 
resolutions should withdraw them ; he was 
justified, not only on that ground, but on 
other grounds, in expressing his indignation. 
The honorable member did not, as the honor­
able member for East Moreton did, take 
exception to two of the resolutions ; but he 
took exception to the whole of them. The 
course of the honorable member for East 
Moreton was intelligible, so was that of the 
Ministry ; but the conduct of the Ministry 
ought to have been consistent. It was not 
so, and that was what he objected to. ·what 
was the position of the Ministry P They 
accepted the dictum of the honorable member 
for 1\faranoa, as superior to their own ; they 
admitted, virtually, that he was in a better 
position to know the necessities of the 
country than they were ; and, virtually, they 
admitted that he was their master, and not 
they his. That was not the position they 
ought to occupy in this Parliament. They 
should have a definite policy, and they should 
endeavor to carry it out hones~ly and con­
sistently. If the Ministry had a definite 
policy to present to the country, and the 
country did not accept it, they must waive 
their claims to rule the House. They had 
accepted what was contrary to their own 

convictions-contrary to their own conscious­
ness of what was the opinion of the country­
in order to secure a majority. What was 
their object in securing this majority P He 
saw none whatever. Supposing they were 
in a minority, would they have been in 
a worse position ? -No, certainly not ; 
because the course of the •Ministry was 
understood, and it was concurred in by some 
of the most prominent members on the other 
side of the House. The Ministry were not 
justified in waiving what was undoubtedly 
their well-understood opinion. The honor­
able the Secretary for Lands and Works, in 
his reply, took a somewhat unfair advantage 
of him when he quoted a previous amend­
ment which he (Mr. Douglas) had moved in a 
former railway debate ; for that amendment 
was simply a general recognition of the desir­
ableness of the extension of railways. That 
went for nothing. He had always expressed 
his desire for a scheme to be propoundecl 
Vlhich should be fair for the whole colony. 
He was justified in that, not only by the 
fundamental principles of justice, but by the 
example of the colonies of Victoria and New 
South Wales, that no one district should 
have a preferential claim. There, the Ministry 
had to define the railway- policy for the whole 
of the colony. Here, the case was different; 
the Ministry were not prepared to take that 
stand which had been taken in the more 
important colonies of Australia. There had 
lately been an indication that they weni 
about to revert to a more wholesome prinei­
ple, and that they were not going to give 
any equivocal recognition to the piece-meal 
making of railways. His (Mr. Douglas') 
comments, therefore, were not open to the 
criticism of the honorable. the Secretary for 
Lands and Works, who had taken occasion 
to say what was more severe than anything 
he had said. The honorable gentleman stated 
that henceforth-as if he were tojudge by a 
mere temporary excitement, by some indig­
nant expressions which he (Mr. Douglas) 
gave vent to ; and he had included in the 
attack his honorable friend the member for 
Mary borough-he would regard the opinions 
of the honorable members for Port Curtis 
and Maryborough as unworthy of that 
consideration which they had previously 
received. 

The SECRETARY FOR LANDS AND WORKS ; 
Oh, no! 

Mr. DouGLAS: That being so, the honor­
able gentleman was quite as hasty in his 
expre~sion of opinion, and used as unmeasured 
language, as he himself had used. He should 
vote against the resolution. In conclusion, 
he desired to point out the inconvenient 
position in which the Government might be 
placed hereafter. They would be called 
upon to approve or disapprove of lines 
which other honorable members might wish 
to be authorised; and they could not con­
sistently refuse after their conduct on the 
present occasion. 
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Mr. TAYLOR said, when the debate began 
upon the unfortunate resolutions it was 
hardly imagined that it would be such a 
severe one, or that such violent language 
would be made use of as they had heard. 
Since he had been in the House-and that 
was almost from Separation-he had never 
heard such violent language used as he had 
heard from the honorable member for Port 
Curtis. No doubt violent language had been 
used in .the House before, but never such 
language as that used by that honorable 
member towards the supporters of the Gov­
ernment. He (Mr. Taylor) begged to inform 
him that the supporters of the Government 
were quite as independent as the honorable 
member himself, or any one who acted with 
him. He did not understand why the 
honorable member should have used such 
language towards them as he had used, in 
calling them "bob-tails " and " tag-rag 
followers " of the Ministry ;-and the honor­
able member wound up by saying of the Minis­
ters that they were a perfect "lie." Such 
language he hoped never to hear again ; for 
he thought that it would be heard in no other 
assembly in the world. He would now re}Jly to 
the honorable member for Mary borough, who 
had repeatedly said that he had not come 
into the House to offer any factious opposi­
tion to the Ministry. He appealed to the 
House if that honorable member had not 
been factious in opposition ever since he 
~arne into the House-if he had not, on every 
possible occasion, shown himself factious­
if he. had not taken every opportunity to 
annoy them that he could get ? His conduct 
had always been such as to retard the busi­
ness of the House and the country. If the 
honorable member waR ambitious for power, 
let him bring forward a motion of want of 
confidence. If he thought he was strong 
enough, and that he could carryon the govern­
ment, let him come forward with it at once. 
He (Mr. Taylor) was willing to accept him 
as Premier; he was not afraid, nor were any 
honorable members on the ministerial side of 
the House. Let him in a manly way bring 
forward a motion of want of confidence, and if 1 

he could carry it, let him sit on the treasury ' 
benches. A few days notice, and let the vote 
be taken. He promised the honorable mem­
ber for Maryborough, and his friends, that 
they should have no factious opposition from 
him. He would not peck, peck, peck .at 
them in the unmanly and. mean manner in 
which the honorable m&mber acted towards 
the Ministry. Was there anything in the reso­
lution before the House ? vV as any money 
asked for to carry out the line? No ; it 
was said simply that it was desirable the 
survey of the railway should proceed. He 
could see that a great deal of good would 
arise from carrying it. The Govern­
ment had found out, much to their 
cost, since the railway plans had been 
adopted for the line to 'l'oowoomba, and 
from Toowoomba to Dalby, that land had to 

be repurchased at a great cost. If the 
resolution WHS ap1Jroved of, it would prevent 
land being sold on the line; and, if the 
railway was not carried. out for the next 
seven years, this would still be a good move. 
Let the survey go on. If railways were to 
go to the north or anywhere else, still the 
line to the westward must, also, be carried 
out eventually. The public at.large would 
be benefited by the survey bemg made at 
once, so as to prevent any land being sold 
and the misfortune of having_to purchase it 
back at a heavy expense. He trusted the 
House would never witness a repetition of 
the unseemly proceeding that he had com­
plained of. Let a vote of want of confidence 
be taken, and then they would know who 
should be in power. tet the other side 
have the "loaves and fishes," if they could 
get them. Those were, no doubt, what were 
wanted. But let them come forward and 
fight fairly for them. Nothing would delight 
him more than to sit on the opposition side 
of the House. He was tongue-tied where he 
waso: He should be delighted to have a 
fling at the honorable member for North 
Brisbane (Mr. Blakeney) ;-he would give it 
to him ; and he promised him that if ever 
the time came, he would have a fling at him. 
No doubt, the honorable member already 
felt the robe of the Attorney-General on his 
shoulders. He (Mr. Taylor) trusted that 
before seven days, the point would be 
decided, as to which side should be in 
power. He regretted that the honorable 
member for Port Curtis, a man of mild and 
gentlemanly temper, as he generally was, 
should call the members on one side of the 
House all the ruffians on the face of the 
earth. He had, however, done so. For 
what reason ? Because they voted for the 
Government. 

The SPEAKER said : Before putting the ques­
tion, I should like to say a word on the debate 
which has just taken place. I am always very 
unwilling to interrupt any honorable member 
when he is speaking in this House, in the course 
of debate-more particularly in the heat of the 
debate ;-for that reason, I was wrong, 
perhaps, in· not calling the honorable member 
to order when he made use of a word, which, 
although used metaphorically, he must be 
sure is not a word to be used in this House. 
I tell the honorable member, and every 
honorable member in the House, that to use 
a word metaphorically or hypothetically is 
not the way to avoid what W()uld otherwise 
be disorderly. I mentioned that before­
that using a word hypothetically is not the 
way to do so. I must refer to what the 
honorable member for Western Downs said 
just now about the honorable member for 
Port Curtis using the terms "tag-rag" and 
"bob-tail." I must sav that I was not aware 
the honorable member for Port Curtis 
was alluding to members on the minis­
terial side of tbe House ;-I understood him 
to say that they were followed by such. 
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Mr. CoXEN : Tag-rag followers. 
The question was then put and negatived. 

RAILWAY BETWEEN BRISBANE AND 
IPSWICH. 

Mr. BLAKENEY moved,-"Thatthis House 
-will, to-morrow, resolve itself into a com­
mittee of the whole, to consider of an address 
to the Governor, praying that His Excellency 
will be pleased to cause to be placed on the 
Estimates for the year 1866, the sum of 
£2,000, for the purpose of completing the 
surveys of a line of railway from the town of 
Ipswich to the city of Brisbane." He said: 
I have listened with very great pain, to-night, 
to the debates that have taken place ; and I 
regret extremely that any honorable member 
on either side of the House should have used, 
in a moment of forgetfulness, language which, 
in his cooler moments, he must regret ; and I 
trust, now the heat of the debate is over, 
that my simple quiet motion will be treated 
with even temper, and that honorable mem­
bers will view it in its true light. This, sir, 
is simply to enunciate the principle-whether 
we shall have a railway from the capital to 
Ipswich or not. It is conceded now that 
the railway is a fact ; the line is open to a 
certain extent, and in working order, and 
doing well, for about one-third of the distance 
to 1'oowoomba ; and we may fairly expect 
that, at the end of this year, it will be open 
to within twenty miles of Toowoomba, and 
that early in the following year it will reach 
that town. .Now, sir, I do not, as mv honor­
able friend the member for the Mara'noa did, 
ask the House to pledge themselves to 
raise any fund, or to have this line of 
railway completed within a certain period. 
All I ask is that the survey shall be made­
of course, at the convenience of the Govern­
ment. I do not want to bind them to time ; 
but, I presume that if the House will 
approve of my motion, the Government will 
do their duty, and, as soon as they conve­
niently can, go on with the survey, which 
has, to a certain extent, been already made 
at the expense of the New South Wales 
Government. Before Separation a survey 
was made for a line of railway from the city 
of Brisbane to the town of Ipswich. I 
suppose that if the plans of that survey 
cannot be got in any of the public offices here, 
they may be obtained easily from Sydney. 
vv-ith those we should be better able to arrive 
at a satisfactory conclusion ; and it will 
be seen that the expense in this case would 
not be so very great as might be appre­
hended. I regret exceedingly, as this 
expenditure which I propose is so very small, 
to have heard two of my honorable friends 
with whom I usually act, anticipate my 
motion and say that they would vote against 
it. Perhaps, before the debate is over, they may 
be induced to change their minds. Although 
I was silent the whole of this evening, so 
strong is the feeling of the honorable member 
for the Western Downs (Mr. Taylor) against 

honorable members who think differently 
from him, that he could not be content with­
out having a slap at ·me. I do not think he 
would have a good night's rest if he did not 
have a slap at the honorable member for 
North Brisbane. He so likes to have a hand­
grip, that he could not let me pass, though I 
took no part in the debate. He is a generous 
foe, and I did not expect a side-blow from 
him. Now, I put it to the honorable mem­
ber, as he was one of the principal 
supporters of our system of railways-I hope 
as well as he that it will be a great success­
that if he could come from Toowoomba to 
Ipswich in two or three hours, he would not 
like to chanc~ having to remain there for a 
tide, until the Bremer Creek (I will not call it 
a river) rises sufficiently to enable a steamer 
to come down ;-otherwise, he is to be shaken 
in a coach along the high-road. But that is 
his alternative if he has not a railway to bring 
him into this city. No individual coming from 
the Downs would consent to be a longer time 
on his journey from Ipswich to Brisbane than 
on his journey from 'l'oowoomba to Ipswich. 
Some honorable member said, "Oh! we will 
leave it to private enterprise." If it will pay 
private enterprise, why do the Government 
ignore it? I do fear-but I trust that there 
is too much honor amongst honorable mem­
bers to justify it-that any private feeling, 
that any little rivalry between Ipswich and 
Brisbane, may not be allowed to weigh in the 
decision of this question. I trust that such' 
feeling will soon be at an end ; and that, even 
though three members of the Government 
represent Ipswich, it will not have any 
effect. If they do not find Brisbane so 
manageable as they like, I hope their sense 
of what is of public utility and conducive to 
the benefit of the community at large, will 
weigh down any feeling of private pique. I 
challenge them, or any honorable member of 
this House, to prove that there is any part of 
the world-any state, or any colony-where 
railways are established, and where a line 
does not start from the capital. Are we, 
here, to be ignored because, as we are told, 
the railway starts from the head of navigation? 
What navigation is it ? If it were like the 
Hunter, or other rivers that I know, where 
at all times of the day steamers can ply, 
the absence of the railway would not matter. 
But, here, it happens that you can only come 
down or go up at one time each day. If 
the train should .miss the tide, the passengers 
must wait till next day ; and vice 'L"'3rsa, .those 
in the city who might want to reach the train 
at Ipswich, must watch and wait for the tide 
to get oYer the impediments of this little nar­
row creek that runs into the Brisbane River. 
It is not reasonable or right that the citizens 
of Brisbane should wait thus; and I think it 
is not what the public ought to expect. I 
put it to honorable members who have their 
wool coming down, whether such a system 
would suit them ? I have witnessed, and 
others have witnessed, the manner in which 
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wool is treated when it is transferred 
from the bullock drays to the steamers at 
Ipswich; the bales are torn and destroyed. 
Would it not be more economical that the 
trucks which take in the wool at Condamine, 
or Dalby, or Warwick, when the railway 
shall be extended to those places, should come 
direct to the port of shipment with their 
loads? W e,have a large population between 
this and Ipswich, on the line of the Brisbane 
river; and they, equally with the squatters, 
deserve to have an easy means of transit 
prov.ided for their produce. The farmers on 
the shores of t.he river would not then have 
to wait for two tides, and to spend, as they 
now do, twenty-four hours in taking their 
produce in their boats to either Brisbane or 
Ipswich. A railway Vl•ould be an amazing 
boon to the inhabitants on this line. 
The line is the easiest in the district ; it is 
almost a perfect level between the respective 
termini, and would be comparatively inex­
pensive. I have watched with great atten­
tion the reply of the honorable the Secretary 
for Lands and Works to the motion of the 
honorable member for Maranoa, in which he 
distinctly stated that the Government would 
not object to the survey of a line, because 
they would be able thereby to ascertain what 
the difficulties of construction will be, and 
what the expense will be. I do not ask 
the House to pledge themselves to anything 
at all. I believe the end we ought to have 
in view is the completion of the railway, and 
it will not be complete unless it comes to the 
metropolis. \Ve should have no legislation 
for the benefit of one town or the other, but 
only for the benefit of the colony at large­
which is all we have to look to. I say, 
if this thing be carried out in a fair and 
open manner, we shall have the railway to 
Brisbane, and eventually to Lytton-as our 
shipping increases. I remember on one 
occ~sion, a gentleman, who, I believe, it is 
said, represents vV arwick, was boasting of 
the products of the Downs ; and he said 'that 
if all the bullocks, and the hides, and the 
horns-and himself, though last, not the 
least, valuable product-did not pass through 
Brisbane, we should be nowhere ; and that 
if we did not mind ourselves and be satisfied 
with what we got, if we were so very 
bumptious, if we continued throwing impedi­
ments in the way of the Government and 
the autocracy of the Darling Downs, those 
magnates would themselves get up a railway 
from Ipswich to Cleveland, and would not 
let us have a bullock or a sheep, and that we 
should be ruined. This, however, was onlv a 
flight of the imagination of a person who 
doe;, not represent a constituency. I hope 
it will not be the case, that · because I 
ask for this survey, tt1e city is to be 
ruined. I think my motion stands on broad 
grounds, and I think I have shown it. I 
put it to honorable members to show why 
this should be the only country on the 
face of the globe where railways are 

established, without the capital heing in ' 
communication by their means with the 
interior. I admit that I am one of those 
who feel strongly, and that I have expressed 
myself strongly upon the railway policy of 
this country. I am still of the same opinion, 
and I feel that we are going a little too fast. 
But, I say I do not want this railway autho­
rised immediately-I only want the survey 
made ; not until we have a little more means 
to carry it out. I regret that the colony has 
been so sunk in debt as it is at present. I 
ask that the survey may be completed as 
soon as possible-as soon.as the Government 
can spare hands for it ; that we shall have 
the levels taken and know the cost of the 
work. I think there is no part of the 
colony that has a stronger claim for a rail­
way than this through which the proposed 
survey is to be made. The city, and the 
country surrounding it, contains one-third 
of the population of the whole colon;r ; 
at any rate, the number of people in Bris­
bane and East Moreton amounts to more 
than one-fourth of the population. Are we 
to be denied railway communication, because 
we have no friends in high quarters ? I trust 
that will not influence the Government; but 
that they will mete out even justice to all. 
IT'hey are a comfortable lot, the half-dozen 
representatives of the town of Ipswich, and 
the district of W &6t Moreton, which consti­
tuencies send the four Ministers into this 
House. I trust that they will not be actuated 
by the fear which was expressed by a 
certain gentleman at Ipswich-" If you let 
the railway pass your doors, it will ruin you." 
I was some time since very much struck by 
hearing a gentleman from the Darling Downs 
make an observation in the presence of an 
influential inhabitant of the town of Ipswich, 
in the course of a conversation on the subject 
of railway communication between Ipswich 
and Brisbane. Th.e gentleman from Ipswich 
said, '' surely, you would not advocate the 
extension of the line from Ipswich to Bris­
bane; " and to this, the gentleman from the 
Downs replied, " surely, you would not have 
me be able to come to Ipswich in two hours, 
and then find that it took me four hours to 
get to Brisbane." Such 11 state of things 
would be most anomalous and absurd, and I, 
therefore, maintain that as soon as we have 
sufficient funds and sufficient means at our 
disposal for the purpose, we have a right to 
obtain the extension of the line to Brisbane; 
and, if the bar at the mouth of the river, 
and other obstructions cannot be removed, so 
that first-class ships may be able to come 
up to Brisbane, the railway might, at a very 
small outlay, be extended to Lytton, which 
would then be to Brisbane what Sandridge 
is to Melbourne. I put it to the honorable 
members for the northern districts-for the 
Downs, for ]Yfaranoa, and other districts­
! should be afraid to say a word to the hon­
orable members for vV arwick and for the 
Eastern Downs-but I ask other honor-
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able members, if they will be satisfied 
without a complete line to the capital, where 
they have all their. business connections?­
will they be satisfied, on arriving at Ipswich, 
to be shut up there, and have to wait twenty­
four hours for a steamer to get to Brisbane? 
I again put it to my friends, whom I esteem 
as highly as I esteem any one in th(J city-to 
those friends who have expressed their inten­
tion to oppose this motion-and that shows 
that we have no organization amongst us­
that we act, as a rule, according to our own 
opinions, and act together only when we 
agree as to questions of· State policy and 
facts ; but there is nothing of State policy in 
this, which is mostly a matter of detail ; and 
I am sorry that my honorable friends have 
already, in the discussion on the last motion, 
somewhat anticipated this one, and it was 
hardly fair for them to do so-but I put it to 
them to say whether there is any good reason 
why this extension should not be made ? 
And, although they have expressed them­
selves against the motion, I would still hope 
that they may change their minds. I also 
put it to the northern members, and ask them 
to remember what was the conduct of the 
members for Brisbane when their districts 
were unrepresented? I remember when 
the honorable member for Fortitude Valley 
and I were the only members to stand up 
on behalf of the claims of Rockhamp­
ton when it was unrepresented. The 
honorable the Attorney-General smiles, but 
his memorv is not so short as not to 
remember that we did everything in our 
power to secure the rights of that important 
town when it was unrepresented ; and I 
ehallenge any honorable member to shew, by 
the records of the House, that there was a 
single case on which any important division 
took place in which the members for the city 
constituenc;y, or for South Brisbane, or 
Fortitude "\·alley, voted against any expen­
diture for the improvement of the "northern 
districts. It was then urged bv us on several 
occasions, that the town of Rockhampton was 
unjustly treated while it was unrepresented, 
having just sprung into existence, and that 
the inhabitants had a right to a fair share of 
the expenditure of the colony. I put it also 
to my honorable colleagues to say if there 
was a single case in which a sum of money 
was asked for, for the improvement of the 
northern districts, that the members for the 
metropolitan and southern districts did not 
support it ; and, therefore, I say to those 
northern members,. in the words of the com­
mon adage-one good turn deserves another. 
In all legislation I de~ire to see fair play. 
Let us not legislate for one particular place 
or town-not for Gladstone, or .Rockhamp­
ton, or Port Denison, but for the known 
wants of any particular locality. If Ipswich 
has got its railway, I would like to know 
what good reason any honorable member 
et~n give why the railway should terminate 
at Ipswich. 

X 

An Honorable ·MEMBER: There is a navi­
gable river. 
- Mr. BLAKENEY: A navigable river! With 

all respect to the honorable member, I say 
it. is not a navigable river. A navigable 
river should be navigable at all times, but 
there is only one period of the day when a 
steamer can come down the river. I admit, 
when the tide is fnll, vou can come down the 
river in a small-size(!. vessel; and if you 
could come down at all times of the day, I 
would admit that the river is a navigable 
river. But will honorable members ·shut 
their eyes to this fact, and will they deny it, 
that the distance from Ipswich to Brisbane, 
by the Bremer Creek and the Brisbane River 
exceeds fifty miles, while the distance by 
land is only twenty-five miles? Honorable 
members say we have a navigable river, 
though that river can only be traversed once 
in twelve hours, and it takes a swift steamer 
four hours to come down, and the quickest 
passage was made in three hours and a-halt 
Any honorable member, who is not blinded 
by the jealousy that exists between Ipswich 
and Brisbane, would see the great advantage 
it would be to everyone having business 
between Brisbane and the interior, by way of 
Ipswich, to have the two towns connected by 
railway. The river, which I haYe shewn 
is not navigable at all times, is fifty mile,; 
in length, and the road is only twenty-folir 
miles in length, and with the able staff' of 
engineers the Guvernm!'nt can at all times 
command, it is not a violent presumption to 
say that the distance might be reduced to 
twenty-three miles. Now, let honorable 
members compare that, and the means of 
rapid commtmication at all times, with fifty 
miles, and the means of communication only 
once in twenty-four hours. Perhaps some 
honorable member will say that, in the matter 
of traffic, a navigable river would beat the 
railway. Well, I will admit that it may in 
some cases, such as on the Hunter, but that 
river is navigable at all times, and yet there 
is a railway running alongside of it. And 
that river is miles in width, and is navigable 
at all times a~ far up as Morpeth ; and it is 
navigable for steamers having a greatei· draught 
of water than the steamers between Brisbane 
and Ipswich. The river there and the railway 
are the same length, but here we have a river 
tht1t is more than double the length of the 
road, and which is not navigable at all times. 
The Government did not object to the survey 
of the.country for an extension of the line to 
the westward, and now all that I ask for is a 
sum of £2,000 to complete the survey that 
has been partly made. I do not know 
if £2,000 will be required. If it can be 
done for £1,000, so much the better. It is an 
easy line, and no harm will be done by 
having it surveyed now, so that we may be 
prepared to extend the line with as little 
delay as possible to the city of Brisbane--a 
city which is increasing and rising in impor­
tance every day. It will be a hard thing if 
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the representatives of this colony should say 
" No " to this motion-if they should say to 
the citizens of Brisbane : " Yon shall only 
have communication with Ipswich once in 
twelve hours, by the river Brisbane and the 
Bremer Creek." I sincerely hope that such 
a decision will not be come to by this House, 
but that honorable members will agree to the 
resolutiorf. ""!YVe have seen that, with respect 
to the last motion, which was for the survey 
of ninety miles-a greater distance than that 
for which I ask this sum-the Government 
acqll,i.esced in it, and the motion was carried 
by three to one. Now, I hope that every 
honorable member who voted for that survey 
will vote for the surYey of the line I propose. 
I do not ask the Government to confine 
itself to any particular line, but only to have 
a survey made, so that a railway may be 
formed at a future time, when the finances of 
the colony are in. a sufficiently flourishing 
condition to enable us to do so. 

The SECRETARY FOR LANDS AND WORKS 
s11id: I am sorry. sir, that this motion has been 
introduced to the House by the honorable 
member for North Brisbrme, }VIr. Blakeney; 
and I regret that he has introduced it by 
those appeals to local prejudices and feelings 
which are predominant in all the appeals that 
honorable member makes to the House. Now, 
sir, I have never seen in this House the 
slightest expression of jealousy on the part of 
any of the honorable members for Ipswich ; 
and when such feelings or prejudices have 
been mooted in this House, it has invariably 
been by the honorable member, Mr. Blakeney. 
I appeal to the House whether the language 
he has made use of to-night is not calculated 
to engender the very feelings he professes to 
depreca~e. But notwithstanding all that has 
been sa1d by the honorable member, and not­
withstanding all that he has quoted of my 
language as to the line to the Oondamine, I 
mu~t confess, that if I were, on the part of 
the Government, to consent to an expenditure 
of £2,000 for the survey of this line, I should 
be unworthy of the confidence of the House. 
The honorable member stated, and stated 
correctly, that I had no objection to the 
proposed survey of a line from Dalby to the 
Condamine ; but if the honorable member 
would look at the grounds on which the 
Government first introduced the Railway 
Bill to the House, he would St'e how it 
was that I could consent in that instance 
and not in this. The object of the rail­
way policy introduced by the Govern­
ment was the substitution of railway commu­
nication for the mud tracks that existed 
throughout the interior. It was to provide 
for the internal communication of the colony, 
and not to compete with water communica­
tion, where such means of communication 
might be found. More than that; in the 
Railway Act that was introduced, it was 
recognised that the head of the navigation 
was the point at which railway communica­
tion should commence. But the honorable 

member should not make statements that 
are easily contradicted. In discussing this 
question, he has entered on a subject he does 
not well understand; but I am not at all 
astonished at that circumstance. "What I 
am astonished at is this, that considering the 
line of conduct the honorable member has 
pursued with regard to railways, he should 
ever have presumed to bring ·forward such a 
motion as this. The honorable member 
knows that the Government are pledged to a 
certain guage ; and now I ask the honorable 
member if he is pledged to support the Fitz­
gibbon guage, and the " Fitzbogie" engine, 
and the speed at which we are to travel ; be­
cause, if so, he will find that, instead of 
taking as long to come from Ipswich by 
coach as it would take to come by railway 
from Toowoomba to Ipswich, it is exactly 
the reverse. The conveyance from Ipswich 
to Brisbane takes about three hours and a 
half, and by railway communication from 
Ipswich to Toowoomba, the time that would 
be occupied in travelling the distance, would 
be about seYen • hours. .The honorable 
member should also recollect that we 
have to ascend a range of seventeen miles ; 
and the advantages the honorable member 
has put forward with regttrd to speedy com­
munication, will not, therefore, exactly be borne 
out. But I must also again tell the honorable 
member. as I have before stated, that in the 
policy which the Government has already 
developed in this House, on the subject of 
railways, it was no part of that policy, at any 
time, that railways should come into competi­
tion with water communication. But the 
honorable member has failed to inform the 
House with regard to one important point, 
and that is, whether he m<'ans that the rail­
way should come into Brisbane at all; because 
if so, he has failed to tell us how we are to 
find.funds to erect a bridge across the river. 
If the opinions out of doors are to be taken, 
I may say many well-informed persons 
urge that if a railway is to come from Ipswich 
to Brisbane, it should cross the Brisbane 
river at its junction with the Bremer, as that 
is considered to be the shortest route. But, 
again, many say that the only line that can 

·be advantageously established is one from 
Ipswich to .Lytton, and no 'd0ubt that is the 
only line that should be followed; for, as the 
honorable member has stated, Lytton will 
undoubtedly sooner or later become to Bris~ 
bane what Sandridge is to Melbourne. The 
honorable member has urged that on 
goods arriving at Brisbane, from the interior, 
it would still be necessary to transfer them to 
ships, to be conveyed to Lytton. 

Mr. BLAKENEY: No, no. 
The SECRETARY FOR LANDS AND WORKS : 

I understood the honorable member to say 
so, but if there is to be a transhipment at all 
it may as well take place at Ipswich as at 
Brisbane, to go to Lytton. As I before stated, 
it is unnecessary to substitute railway 
communication for river communiration, as 
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regards the conveyance of goods, and if a 
railway is to qe established between Ipswich 
and Brisbane> it must only be for passenger 
traffic, because goods will always be sent by 
the cheapest means of conveyance. Honor­
able members know that in those colonies, 
where railways have been established along 
the line of rivers, they have not paid the 
interest on the e11.pital invested, and· in some 
cases they have not even paid the working 
expenses. vVhen the honorable member, in 
urging his motion for a line from Brisbane to 
Ipswich, appealed to northern members for 
their support, why did he not also pledge 
himself to support a line from Glad8tone 
to Rockhampton ?-for such a line would 
open up an extensive country that has 
not yet been developed, would lessen the 
time of communication in a greater degree, 
and would in every other respect be attended 
with more and greater advantages than 
any line between Brisbane and Ipswich 
could possibly be. The honorable member 
stated that the Hunter at Morpeth is miles 
in width. 

Mr. BLAKENEY : I did not say at Morpeth. 
The SECRETARY FOR LANDs AND \V ORKS : 

I understood you to say so ; but I defy the 
honorable member to prove that at any part 
the Hunter is miles in width, and at :Morpeth 
it is not so wide as the Bremer. Now, I have 
not the slightest personal objection to the 
establishment of a railway between Brisbane 
and Ipswich, and probably when the matter 
is brought forward on behalf of a private 
party, by some one who really takes an intere~t 
in railways and in railway communication­
when a motion of that kind is introduced, for 
the purpose of establishing a railway by a 
private company, I shall be happy to give it 
my support. But, as I have already stated, 
the Government never entered on the consi­
deration, even of their railway policy, with the 
view of making railways where another 
excellent mode of communication existed. 
And I believe this also, that if we were to go 
into the money market and attempt to borrow 
money for the pm1JOSe of making such a rail­
way, it would be one of the strongest circum­
stances to injure our :finaucial credit. Every 
honorable member must know that the 
creditors of the colony are always on the look­
out with regard to the value of their securities ; 
aud honorable members must know that if 
railways are entered upon, except for the 
pm1Jose of opening up the country and develop­
ing it, money would not be readily advanced 
for anything of the kind. For that, and other 
reasons, I cannot support the motion; and I 
may inform the honorable member that any 
survey that may have been made, will have 
to be made again. There are no surveys in 
existence that are worth sixpence, and., there­
fore, it is unnecf'ssary for the honorable 
member to inform the House that the surveys 
have to be completed ; for the fact is, they 
have yet to be begun and finished; but I 
cannot cousent to expeud the moucy of the 

colony for lines of railway that are unneces­
sary, especially as it would be necessary to 
borrow the money for the purpose. With 
regard to the communication between 
Ipswich and Brisbane, I have no doubt 
honorable members are satisfied in their 
own minds as to the coloring which floated 
through the statements of the honor­
able member for North Brisbane, Mr. 
Blakeney. Honorable members are them­
selves cognizant of the position of the river; 
they are well aware of the state of the river 
between Ipswich and Brisbane; and when 
we come to look at the two modes of commu­
nication, I maintain that it would be an act 
of the grossest extravagance and reckless 
expenditure to take the public money for the 
purpose of' the railway proposed by the 
honorable member. If a private company 
were to undertake. anything of the sort, 
I would render them every assistance ; 
but I ne>er could, and cannot now-and I 
regret it very much-I c~nnot urge on the 
House to take the public money for any 
such line ; and, therefore, I must oppose the 
motion. 

lYir. WALSH said he was quite confused 
by the statements made by the honorable the 
Secretary for Lands and VI' orks, in his 
endeavors to extricate the Government from 
the difficulty in which they were placed with 
respect to their railway policy; and, in order 
that honorable members might have an oppor­
tunity to consider those st11tements, so as to 
understand what the policy of the Govern­
ment was, he would move the adjournment 
of the debate. 

JYir. DouGLAS seconded the amendment. 
Mr. PuGH said he regretted that the 

honorable member for North Brisbane (.Mr. 
Blakeney) should have used such language as 
he had, in bringing forward his motion, for he 
could not see that there was anything in the 
subject to call forth such expressions of 
feeling as the honorable member had 
indulged in. 

The SPEAKER asked the honorable member 
if he were addressing .himself to the motion or 
to the amendment P 

J\Ir. PuGH said he was speaking to the 
motion. 

Mr. WALSH withdrew the amendment, in 
deference to the wishes of several honorable 
members. 

Mr. PuGH then proceeded to say that the 
principal reason urged by the honorable the 
Secretary for Lands and VIT orks against the 
motion was, that there was a navigable river 
between Ipswich and Brisbane, and, therefore, 
there was no necessity for the projected line 
of railway. Honorable members, however, 
knew that before Separation a survey for a 
line of railway was made by the l'l ew South 
vValos Government, at a cost of between 
£3,000 and £4,000. He did not know if the 
Government ever saw anything for the 
money. However, the fact that a survey was 
mack, shewed that at that time the ex.t:e-
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diency of a line of railway between Ipswich 
and Brisbane was admitted, notwithstanding 
that there was a navigable river. He con­
fessed that he did not see anytching in the 
principal argument used by the honorable the 
Secretary for Lands and vV orks, which was to 
the effect that produce would always be sent 
by the cheapest route, and that, therefore, 
the ;river steamers would come into competi­
tion with the railway. JS ow, that was an 
arg11lllent that did not hold good in all cases ; 
and he believed that it would be cheaper for 
the squatters to send their wool from Mary­
borough to Brisbane by railway, and have it 
shipped here for transmission to Sydney, 
than to send it to Ipswich by railway and 
and h~.ve it shipped there for transmission to 
Brisbane, where it would require to be trans­
shipped to be sent on to Sydney. As 
produee had to be shipped, people would 
prefer to have it shipped at once. As to the 
matter of time, he was sorrv to hear the 
honorable the Secretary fo'l· Land5 and 
vVorks say that the rate of travelling would 
be so slow that it would take seven hours to 
come from Toowoomba to Ipswich. He 
believed the distance could be travelled in 
about the same time by the coach ; and he 
understood that railway communication was 
desired, as much on at:count of speed as to 
secure regularity of communication. The 
object of having mil ways was not only to 
supply the means of rapid communication, 
and to provide for existing wants, but also 
to crente traffi1~ ; and he thought a line 
betwee~ Brisbane and Ipswich, if once 
formed, would promote so much traffic, that 
it would be profitable, and would yield a 
~reat.er per cen~age ·on the outlay tl;tan any 
hue m any otner part of the colony. The 
traffic by the steamers was great, and so was 
the traflic by the road ; but with additional 
facilities, the tratlic would be rapidly 
increased. They could not at present, by 
the , traffic that existed, judge of the 
traffic that would be by the line between 
Brisbane and Ipswich, because it would 
be greatly increased. It was said that 
all the lines that would be undertaken by the 
Government would be reproductive, but he 
thought a line from "Brisbane to Ipswich 
would be more reproductive than any other 
that could be projected. He should support 
the motion; and he might say, that he agreed 
with his honorable coll~ague, the mover, that 
the whole of the £2,000 might not be wanted 
to complete the survey. He thought that. as 
so much land was already alienated along the 
line of route, the Government should have 
the survey made as speedily as possible, that 
such lands as were yet unalienated mirrht be 
reserved from sale so as to avoid the e;pense 
of repurchasing. them. 

Mr. R. CRIBB supported the motion, 
though if it were lost, he would attribute it 
to the h!mguage of the mover. He could 
understand such language being used in 
reply, if. provoked by 'any-thing Di the course 

of debate, but why such language should 
have been used in the bringing forward of 
the motion he was at a loss to understand. 
He trusted, however, that other honorable 
members would not allow themselves to be 
so influenced by the speech as to vote against 
the mo,tion. The motion did not ask that a rail­
way should be made at any particular time, but 
only that the line of route should 1Je surveyed, 
in order that unsold lands ·might be reserved 
for railway 1mrposes; for he thought no 
doubt could exist that a railway would ulti­
mately be constructed between Brisbane and 
Ipswich. He did not think there. was any 
reason why the line should be carried out 
now ; and he believed that, considering the 
limited resources of this infant colony, the 
only wise course of policy to pursue was to 
carry out first such works where they were 
most wanted. Holding that view, he was 
always of opinion that a railway to the 
interior should start from Ipswich; and that 
they should not spend their money in 
providing railway communication between 
Brisbane and Ipswich, before they got. rail" 
way communication with the interior. When 
that was accomplished, then 'voulcl be the 
time to discuss the question of constructing 
the line between BriHbane aud Ipswich. 
They might take it for granted that a line 
would be formed some time or other, and 
the question, therefore, for them now to 
consider w:ots, whether the Government 
should, by a trifling outlay, reserve in their 
hands lands which, if they sold, they would 
have to repurchase at a very high rate. 
That was the question which had to be 
decided; and he asked the GoYernment to set 
aside all the extraneous matter that had 
been brou!Iht forward, and consent that this 
survey sh~i1ld be carried out. He was sorry 
to hear the honorable the Secretary for 
Lands and Works oppose the motion, but he 
hoped that honorable member would yet 
change his mind on the subject. 

Tlie CoLONIAL TREA.SURER said there were 
two prominent reasons why he thought the 
motion of the honorable member for North 
Brisbane (Mr. Bl!lkeney) should not be acceded 
to by the House. In the first place, one great 
re,ason was, that put forTI·ard by the honorable 
member himself, and which it would be his 
duty to urge in a different light, namely­
that of railways being commenced, not from 
the head of navigation, but from towns and 
cities between which there. were navigable 
rivers. Now, if there was one point that, 
more than another, was Unanimously acceded 
to when the general railway policy was before 
the House, it was that the mistake which Tl:as 
committed in New South Wales should be 
avoided in this colony. He thought that was 
a fundamental ancl prominent re!tson. why the 
motion before the House should be objected 
to. The other reason was, that the railway 
policy of the Government, which was 
established as the policy of this colony, was 
most strenuously opposed by the. honorable 



Raihcay between [14 JUNE.] Brisbane and Ipswink. 173 

member who brought forward this motion. 
"While that policy was in its first stage of 
existence, and before it was tried, that honor­
able member, though he objected to it on 
account of the great expense into which the 
colony would be driven on account of 
railways, now came forward and, most incon­
sistently with his former conduct, asked the 
House still further to plunge itself into the 
course of expenditure to which he had 
hitherto objected as regarded railways. It 

·appeared to him that the basis of the railway 
policy of the Government and now of the 
colony, had not been clearly stated; and 
that was, that the colony, in consequence of 
the smallness and sparseness of its population, 
had not arrived at that stage when passenger 
traffic could be relied on as sufficient to 
render railways reproductive. The railway 
policy of the Government was, therefore, 
directed towards providing the means of 
conveying goods and produce to and from 
the interior of the colony. The policv was 
not devi5ed primarily for passenger traffi"c, but 
for goods traffic, Now, it appeared to him 
impossible for the honorable member for 
J'\ orth Brisbane to shew, that in the future 
circumstances of the colony there could ever 
be any but passenger traffic between Ipswich 
and Brisbane. If he was right in this opinion, 
he held that when it could be shewn that the 
passengertraffic between Brisbane and Ipswich 
would be sufficient, or nearly sufficient, even 
to be payable, the sooner a railway was con­
structed the better. The honorable member 
for North Brisbane had argued that a railway 
between Ipswich and Brisbane would be 
advantageous, with respect to the shipment of 
goods ; but he must confess that he did not see 
what advantage there would be in that respect, 
for it would be as easy to place heavy goods in 
lighters at Ipswich as at Brisbane, to be con­
veyed to vessels in the bay. Further than 
that, it appeared to him that the railway 
would not be adopted for heavy goods traffic 
between Ipswich and Brisbane, on accmmt of 
there being a navigable river alongside, and 
if that reason was good, he submitted that, 
taken with the others he had mentioned, the 
present time was too early for the motion of 
the honorable member for North Brisbane. 
It was also right, as stated by his honorable 
colleague, the Secretary for Lands and Works, 
that they should look well to their financial 
position," and consider how those from whom 
they had to borrow money in England, were 
likely to regard any such proposition for the 
construction of a toy railway for passengers, 
when there was not sufficient traffic to render 
it .Payable. He maintained that it would be 
very difficult indeed for any honorable member, 
however much he might be prejudiced in favor 
of this railway, to shew that itwould pay by 
passenger traffic only, and without the assis­
tance of a large goods traffic. At the present 
time, there was not a sufficient passenger traffic. 
vVhen the day canw, however, when there 
was a sufficient traffic of that kind, he would 

be happy indeed to support the construction 
of a railway, whether by a private company 
or by the Government ; but the line was one 
which he thought should be constructed by 
private enterprise. Entertaining those views, 
he felt he must vote against the proposition 
before the House. 

Dr. 0HALLINOR said it had been over and 
over again affirmed in that House, that if 
there existed any certain means of conveying 
goods to the interior, railways would not be 
formed; and it was because of the impossibility 
in wet seasons of goods being conveyed for 
months a distance to which they should be con­
veyed in as many days, that it was deemed 
absolutely necessary that railways should be 
constructed to the interior. The honorable 
member for North Brisbane had told them 
that communication was impossible between 
Brisbane and Ipswich except once in twenty­
four hours. But the honorable member, in 
saying so, must be ignorant of what was 
going on in this great city, which was rapidly 
improving every day. He could scarcely be 
aware of what was going on at the south side 
of Brisbane, or he would have known that. 
there was a vessel now on the stocks there 
that would be able to go up and down the 
river between Brisbane and Ipswich twice a 
a day. He referred to the "Emu," which he 
had been told, would, when loaded, be able to 
go up and down the river at any time of 
the tide. An honorable member remarked to 
him, that she was a passenger boat ; but that 
was just what was wanted-a swift passenger 
boat. And, as to produce, there was no need 
to fear that as soon as there was sufficient 
traffic to justify it, additional steamers would 
be placed on the river, and they would make it 
their business to call and take the produce of 
the farmers at station wharves along the river. 
It did not follow, as had been remarked by 
the honorable the Colonial Treasurer, that 
because other countries had commenced 
making railways at the wTong end, the same 
course :was to be followed here;' or that, 
because they had wasted the public money in 
carrying lines of railway from the principal 
towns to other towns for the traffic, between 
which there was good means of water calTiage, 
then: example should lJe followed here. He 
also concurred in the opinion that had been 
expressed by the honorable the Secretary of 
Lands and vV orks, that if they were to make 
a line of railway along the banks of a navigable 
river, it would have the effect of damaging 
the value of their debentures in the English 
money market. As to the necessity for 
making a survey of the line at pres":nt, in order 
to avoid the expense of repurchasmg land at 
some future period, the fact appeared to have 
been over-looked that almost the whole 
countrv between Brisbane and Ipswich Wi>S 

already alienated. There did not, therefore, 
exist the same necessity, on that ground, for 
an immediate survey being made, as there 
existed for the survey of a line to the interior. 
The honorable member for North Brisbane, 
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Mr. Blakeney, had sought to make honor­
able members from the north believe that the 
city members were the only members who 
supported the just claims of those districts 
while unrepresented. It was true that the 
honorable member made this reservation, that 
it was not all that was asked that the city mem­
hers supported, but only all that the districts 
were entitled to. vY ell, he maintained, that he 
also supported such motions when they came 
before the House. As to a feeling of jealousy 
existing between Brisbane and Ipswich, he 
admitted that it did exist ; but whenever that 
feeling was referred to in the House, it was 
not by the members for Ipswich but by the 
members for Brisbane. Such references 
always reminded him of the old adage, that 
the first to cry " stop thief" was the man 
who stole the goods. He might repeat what 
he had stated before, that it appeared to 
him the people of Brisbane made it their 
business, on all favorable occasions, to decry 
the town of· Ipswich, and had always done 
all they could to prevent immigrants arriving 
in the colony from going to Ipswich. To 
refer again to the question before the 
House, it should be remembered that 
the construction of railways by the 
Government was not merely to meet the 
convenience of the people in certain districts, 
hut to provide for an absolute necessity, and 
that was the only principle upon which, 
under present circumstances, the Government 
would be justified in making railways. When 
the time came for the construction of railways, 
for the purposes of mere personal convenience, 
then would be the time for private companies 
to step in and do the work. At present, time 
was not so much an object in those districts, 
to which it was proposed to carry railways, 
as the possession of a means of communica­
tion with the coast. It made little difference 
to the squatters coming to Ipswich by rail­
way whether it took three hours or less to 
come down to Brisbane. There would, even 
with the longer period, be plenty of time 
for them to come to Brisbane and transact 
their business, and they might as well 
spend their time on the river as in the inns 
in Brisbane. 

An Honorable MEMBER : Or Ipswich. 
Dr. CHALLIKOR: Or Ipswich-and there 

were as good inns there as in Brisbane. The 
honorable member for North .Brisbane had 
assertPd, that because vessels could not at all 
times ascend the Bremer, it was not there­
fore' a navigable river; but he would 
a,k the honorable member, why, if he 
wished to see more frequent communica­
tion, he did not recommend the expendi-

. ture of money in deepening the riYer, 
so a8 to improve the navigation, rather 
than an expenditure for making a railway? 
He could assure the honorable member that 
it would take a great deal less money to 
deepen the river so as to make it navigable 
at all times, than it would take to make a 
railway between Brisbane and Ipswich. The 

honorable member seemed to have forgotten 
that, according to his own view of what 
constituted a navigable river, the Brisbane 
was not a navigable river till a large sum of 
money was expended upon it in cutting the 
bar and removing other obstructions ; and he 
also seemed to have forgotten the case of the 
Clyde, in Scotl~tncl, which at one time was so 
shallow at Glasgow that a smal.J boat only 
could reach the city: but now, in conse­
quence of the dredging operations that had 
been carried on in it, vessels drawing twenty 
feet of water might be seen lying alongside 
the quays. The honorable member for North 
Brisbane would also have the Hous.!'l believe 
that the country between Brisbane and 
Ipswich was comparatively level. He could 
only inform the honorable member that, if 
such was really his opinion from observation, 
he must have seen it with different eyes from 
what he (Dr. Challinor) saw it ; and he 
believed that, if the honorable member had to 
walk the road, he would find his feet better 
guides to him in that respect than his eyes. 
He might say that, personally, it would 
be a great convenience to him, and a 
saving of money also, if there was a railway 
between Brisbane and Ipswich, because he 
could then attend to the duties of his profes­
sion, as well as to his duties in that House. 
As no reference had been made to the case of 
Liverpool and Manchester, he might be 
permitted to say he believed, that had 
there been a river like the Brisbane, and 
its tributary the Bremer, between those two 
towns, it would have been a long time before 
a railway was constructed to provide the 
means of communication between them; but the 
Irwell, which emptied itself into the :;_vrersey, 
was a mere brook which had to be clammed up 
with weirs to render it navigable for barges ; 
and, consequently, those vessels had to ascend 
and descend it by means of locks. Hence the 
necessity of a railway in that quarter. The 
object of railway communication was not 
so much speed as regularity, and there was ~o 
occasion for such gr<'at speed between Brrs­
bane and Ipswich as the honorable member 
would have the House to believe. The object 
of the resolution before the House was not 
to obtain the immediate expenditure of 
the money ; but it affirmed the principle 
that it would be necessary at some future 
date for the Government to construct a rail­
way between the two places ; and that, he 
contended, was not a principle which the 
House ought to adopt-it was not the prin­
ciple which the House had already affirmed, 
the regular transit of goods in the cheapest 
way. It had not been shewn that it would. be 
cheaper to transport goods by railway along­
side of a navigable river. He should take 
precisely the same view of the question if he 
resided in any other part of the colony, for 
he thought it was one 1which every unprej_u­
diced person must take. He opposed the 
motion, because he diu not think the line 
could be a profitable one to the Government, 
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all the adjacent lands, or nearly all of them, 
being already alienated for miles on either side 
of the line. There was no real argument m 
support of the railway, either on the score of 
principle or expediency, and he should, 
therefore, vote against it. 

Mr. BROOKES said it appeared to him 
that the most pertinent and the most 
argumentative speech on the question before 
the House, had been made by the 
honorable member for East ~Ioreton, ~Ir. 
R. Cribb, as it had called the attention 
of the House to the actual terms of 
the resolution, which simply asked that the 
sum of £2,0il0 be placed on the Estimates for 
the purpose of making the necessary surveys. 
It was, unfortunately, true that the sum of 
£3,000 had already been wasted on a survey 
of that line of country. But he did not think 
any answer had been made, or could be made, 
to the argument, that in order to save expense 
to the country where such a line of railway 
was to be constructed-and it would have to be 
made sooner or later-it was necessary to 
have the surveys carried out at once, and that 
the lands adjacent to the proposed line which 
were not alienated should be reserved. That 
would be simply to act upon the principle to 
which the honorable Colonial Treasurer had 
invited special attention-financial economy­
a principle which honorable members 
would, no doubt, with the aid of "Hansard," 
retain in their memories, when the 
J<=stimates came under their consideration. 
But there was one great railway fact-a great 
financial fact-which appc>ared to him to have 
been wholly lost sight of. Had the Govern­
ment in England undertaken the formation of 
railways, a saving of something about four 
millions of pounds would have been effected. 
He spoke under correction, but he bdieved 
he was correct, and that every railway con­
structed in England by private enterprise had 
cost twice as much as it would have cost if it 
had beenundertakenbythe Government. That 
fact quite destroyed all the arguments which 
had been made use of in favor of private 
enterprise. He would call the attention of 
the House to the fact that there was no 
question before them which involved the 
expenditure of any large sum of money. The 
House was not called upon at present to take 
that question into consideration at all ; the 
subject for discussion, was simply the survey 
of the proposed line between Brisbane and 
Ipswich, at a cost of £2,000. Honorable 
members had that very day affirmed the 
expediency of extending the railway to the 
south-western portion of the colony, and all 
the. arguments which had been advanced in 
support of that motion, applied with equal or 
gre~tter force to the resolution before the 
House. 

Mr. MILES opposed the motion, on the 
ground that there was a good macadamized 
road between Brisbane and Ipswich, besides 
a navigable river connecting the two places. 
There was, therefore, no analogy whatever 

between the two cases, especially as in the 
Oondamine district not a single sixpence of 
public money had ever been expended. 

Mr. FITZSIMMONS said he had some know­
ledge of the rivers in the neighboring colony 
which had been alluded to-the Hunter 
River, and the Parramatta River. He was 
in New South Wales at the time that the 
railway was made between Maitland and 
Newcastle, and to his knowledge it did not 
pay working expenses for the first and second 
years. The year before last it returned one­
half per cent., and the last year it paid some­
thing more. During the time that this 
railway was losing money, the steamt'rs were 
actually gaining seventeen and a-half per 
cent. upon the money invested in them. 
That was a strong argument to prove that a 
railway was not likely to answer for some 
time. He made that statement advisedly, as 
he had been to a certain extent interested in 
the undertaking himself. The first year after 
the formation of the railway between Parra­
matta and Sydney, it gave no return at all; 
it barely paid working expenses ; but it had 
kept on increasing year after year, until last 
year it had returned something like five per 
cent., and this year it had increased to six or 
seven per cent. It appeared to him, however, 
that the object which some honorable member 
had in view was, not so much the advantage 
of railway communication, but rather to raise 
the importance of one town at the expense of 
the other-to see which could be made the 
greater place-Brisbane or Ipswich. For 
his part, he thought the money borro"l!ed 
for railway purposes ought to be expended in 
the most important districts of the colony­
those districts which yielded the greatest 
returns. That had not hitherto been the ' 
case ; for he found, by the customs returns, 
that Brisbane, for the six months ending 31st 
March, contributed £4.5,559; Ipswich, during 
the same period, £l4,318; Rockhampton, 
£21,317, and, with the addition of Gladstone, 
nearly £24,000. So that the revenue re­
ceived from Rockhampton was nearly one-half 
that of Brisbane. It would be found, how­
ever, that the expenditure upon Brisbane and 
Ipswich differed very materially from that 
upon Rockhampton, in proportion to the 
revenue of the respective places. The north­
ern members were reasonable in their 
demands, and did not press the Government 
fQr any large sums of money. But, if equal 
justice were dealt out, the people of Rock­
hampton should have had as large a share of 
the public money as that which had been 
expended in the district of Moreton. The 
customs receipts from Ipswich, the Darling 
Downs, and Warwick were not more than 
two thirds of the receipts collected at Rock­
hampton, and a much larger share of the 
expenditure ought, therefore, to have been 
given to Rockhampton. However, he be­
lieved the intention of the Government was 
to do equal justice to the 'northern districts, 
which had hitherto been neglected, and he 
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had every confidence that they would carry 
out, as far as lay in their power, that 
intention honestly and fairly. It was, never­
theless, impossible for any Government, with 
the best intentions, to deal even-handed 
justice to the several districts, as the repre­
sentation of the colony was apportioned. 
Rockhampton contributed nearly half the 
revenue which was collected by the metro­
polis, yet Brisbane returned six members, 
while to Rockhampton was allotted only one. 
Again, the revenue of Ipswich was scarcely 
two-thirds that of Rockhampton ; but Ips­
wich and Moreton were represented by six 
members, and Rockhampton had only one. 
He maintained that it was impossible for the 
Government to 1·esist the pressure which 
would be brought to bear· upon them to do 
justice to the northern districts. In the 
meantime, he thought, the instance he 
had quoted of the railway between Maitland 
and Newcastle would be sufficient to prove 
that the line under consideration was not 
likely to be profitable for some time to 
come. 

Mr. WALSH moved the adjournment of the 
debate, but the motion was not seconded, 
and lapsed. 

Mr. DouGLAS said he was disposed to go to 
a division on the question, and he hoped, once 
for all, to get rid of these interminable railway 
debates. He wouldmueh rather have refrained 
from speaking at ail upon the question, but as 
he had been referred to, he would explain his 
reasons for voting against the motion. The 
honorable gentleman who brought it forward 
had expressed his surprise that he (Mr. 
Douglas) and the honorable member for the 
Burnett, should oppose him. For his part, 
he eould only say that he wished he could 
have continued the very concerted action 
which had been taken in supporting the 
interests of the northern districts. But the 
honorable merp.ber for North Brisbane (Mr. 
Blakeney) seemed to think that because he 
had accorded his support to the claims of 
these districts, he (Mr. Douglas) ought to 
reciprocate the kindness by assenting to the 
resolution brouglit forward by the honorable 
member-that he ought, in fact, to exemplify 
the old adage, "ca' me, ca' thee." But he 
did not consider that was by any means a 
sound principle. As to the question whether 
a line between Brisbane and Ipswich would 
be reproductive, it was, of course, a matter of 
opinion. If any liw' of railway was likely to 
prove so, he thought it was the line in question. 
There was a large population located at either 
terminus, and it was well known that the 
profits of a railway depended upon the 
passenger traffic, and not upon the goods. 
Therefore he was inclined to believe that this 
railway would be most productive, the most 
immediately paying, inasmuch as there would 
be the most considt'rable passenger traffic on 
it of any line in the country. But he was 
not aware if that was one of the principles of 
reproduction which the honorable member had 

in view. His principle, it appeared, was to 
make railways where previously there were 
mud tracks, and that was the _ground for his 
supporting the motion that had come before 
the House at an earlier period of the evening. 
The honorable member had said, if a line of 
railway was made between Brisbane and 
Ipswich, it should be by private enterprise. 
The time might come when he mi(J"ht find 
himself in the position to favor such a pro­
posal-that was, when it came in the form of 
an application by a private company to 
undertake the speculation. He (Mr. Douglas) 
believed, if the Government did not undertake 
it, that a private company would do so. 
Would the honorable member assert that if 
such a proposal was made, he would support 
it? There was an objection to giving to 
a private company the control of the principal 
traffic. This was the very thing which had 
occurred in New South Wales. A private 
company proposed to make a line at Morpcth 
without the cost of a single sixpence to the 
Government. But the Government refused, 
and would not permit the company to take 
the traffic of their lines to Singleton and 
N ewrastle; they objected to a line that 
would take most of their traffic being con­
structed by a private company, and preferred 
to make the line themselves. There seemed 
to be no alternative here. The GovernmPnt 
must make the railway from Ipswich to Bris­
bane, or insist upon such conditions as 
would trammel a private company. If 
a private company should make it, it would 
end in the Government buying the line ; so 
that he was not hopeful of such an enterprise 
being carried out by a private company. 
When a similar motion to the one before the 
House was brought forward two sessions ago, 
he voted for it; but he found it necessary, 
-now that, from the financial position of 
the country, we were absolutely not in 
a position to undertake expensive works 
in all parts of the colony-to look around 
him, and take his position upon some 
recognized basis ; such a position, indeed, as 
he would have to take if he were in the place 
of the honorable member (the Secretary for 
Lands and Works) on the other side of•the 
House. If he were in that position he could 
not accept the motion any more than he coul4 
accept the motion of the honorable member 
for Maranoa. That was not because the 
motion of the honorable member for North 
Brisbane had not hi!> hearty good wishes, but 
because his consistency was superior to his 
wishes. 

Mr. B. CRIBB said, having a personal 
interest in the motion, he should not have 
addressed the House, but that he wished to 
offer a few remarks, respecting an assertion 
made by the honorable member for Rock­
hampton. In justice to the merchants of 
Ipswich, he maintained that they were actually 
in a superior position to the people of Rock­
hampton. All the duties on tea and sugar 
which arrived for consumption in Ipswich 
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were paid in Brisbane. On those two items 
alone, on a rough calculation, the firm with 
which he was connected paid about £2,000 
annually to the Brisbane Custom House. 
There were several other items, the duty on 
which was paid in Brisbane because they 
were too small to be sent up to Ipswich in 
bond. AJl the duties on goods that came 
from Sydney, and passed into the interior 
through Ipswich, were paid in Brisbane,-on 
spirits, wines, and tea and sugar, and so 
forth. The duty thus paid inBris bane, on goods 
that were distributed from Ipswich, could 
not be less than £30,000 a year. 

Mr. SANDElUN expressed a hope that the 
time would come when we should, see a railway 
from Ipswich to Brisbane, but not at the 
Government expense. He believed that such 
a railway would be a very paying one, if 
carried out by private enterprise ; and the 
very arguments used by the honorable member 
for North Brisbane proved that, from its profit­
ableresult$,it would be one of those enterprises 
that should be conducted by a private com­
pany. He had heard that there had been a 
good deal of personality in the previous 
debates. He had heard it partly from .the 
honorable member for North Brisbane, Mr. 
Blakeney ; but he could not exonerate that 
honorable member from the very charge-the 
very objection-that he had spoken of, because 
there was a great deal more than a slight tinge 
of personality in his remarks. He (Mr. 
Sandeman) did not wish to be personal. The 
question might, however, have a personal 
aspect to some honorable members, inasmuch 
as it appeared that Brisbane was the point 
on which it verged; and that the interests 
of Brisbane were to be placed against those 
of the colony at large. He (Mr. Sandeman) 
thought that in a young country like this, 
where there were such difficulties of transit, 
it was the duty of Brisbane to help the 
distant districts in every possible manner 
to.obtain the means of transit which were so 
much required ; and it was not desirable to 
go into expense for what was not actually 
required. He had heard that Queensland 
had obtained a reputation in legislation by 
avoiding the errors of other colonies. To 
compare greater things with small, one of the 
greatest errors New South Wales ever com­
mitted was the making of the railway from 
Maitland to Newcastle, because there was a 
good route by water. 1'here was water 
carriage between Brisbane and Ipswich, 
and the question of a railway was not, 
therefore, one of pressing 'necessity. For 
himself, he should decidedly object to 
it, because, from the evidence adduced that 
it would be a paying enterprise in private 
hands, it was not, until absolutely necessary, 
such a work as the Government should 
undertake. He was not in the House 
during the recent debate on the railway 
from Toowoomba to Warwick, or he should 
have opposed that line, because he thought 
it was a work that might be postponed. 

y 

The country wanted main trunk lines of 
railway to bring the produce of the herds 
and flocks of the interior to market ; 
funds were required to make those lines ; and 
he thought. that to expend public money on 
branch lines was to waste public money. 
The Government might as well make a line 
from Gladstone to llockhampton as the 
one now proposed. The country must 
have trunk lines, and brunch lines must be 
avoided, until we could afford to construct 
them. 

Mr. WALSH said it was not his intention to 
detain the House on this occasion, because 
he considered that enough had been said on 
railways for one evening. Were he not 
actuated by another motive in giving his 
vote, he should certainly give it to a con­
siderable extent upon the cogent reasoning 
of the honorable the Colonial Treasurer, 
whose statement, detailing his reasons for not 
acquiescing in the motion before the House, 
was quite sufficient to induce them to form a 
very correct opinion. But his chief reason 
for voting against the motion was similar to 
that given principally by the northern mem­
bers who had addressed the House. They 
could not consent, and the House ought not 
to consent-if the Assembly retained the 
spirit of fairness which he, over and over 
again, and certain honorable members, had 
expressed as that which ought to be 
exhibited towards· the north~to the expen­
diture of a large portion of money until 
something like justice, something like com· 
pensation, had been given to the north.. It 
was certainly a new thing in the aunals of 
the House that the north should be mentioned 
with the consideration that had been expressed 
for it on the present occasion. As a reader of 
the debates in past times, he was not aware 
that so much ineffective sympathy had been 
expressed by honorable members towards the 
north. He did hope that something more 
than professions would be forthcoming-that 
honorable members who had previously 
expressed their good feelings, who had made 
abortive efforts, would assist the representa­
tives of the north. He confessed he believed 
that a great deal of the neglect of the north 
was due to the neglect of the constituents, 
who did not send members with northern 
sympathies to represent them in the Assembly. 
Although he could not endorse the remark of 
the honorable member for Port Curtis, which, he 
trusted, was an inadvertent one, and which he 
was sorry to hear, and to see received with 
applause by the other side of the House­
that he trusted no more would be heard of 
railways this session-still he was pleased to 
know that he would not give his sanction to the 
expenditure at present proposed. He regretted 
that the Government should 'allow private 
members to bring motions of this kind forward; 
that, for their political support, such members 
should receive permission to raise, what 
should undoubtedly be considered, ministerial 
questions. 
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The question was then put and resolved in 
the negative, upon division, as follows :-

Ayes, 7. Noes, 17, 
Mr. Stephens Mr. Pring 

, Blakeney , Bell 
, Lilley , Fitzsimmons 
, Brookes , Miles 
, Edmondstone , Maralister 
, R. Cribb} T ll , Herb~~t 
, Pugh ' e ers. , McLean 

, Wienholt 
, Mackenzie 
, Dalrymple 

I 
, Haly 
, B. Cribb 
, Taylor 
, Royds 
, Sandeman 

Dr. Challinor 
Mr. Douglas·} Tell 

, Walsh ers. 




