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 Estimates Committee A 
2006 

Report No. 1 to the Legislative Assembly
Introduction 

1. The Legislative Assembly, by Order of 
Appointment made on 21 April 2006, referred 
the proposed expenditure contained in the 
Appropriation (Parliament) Bill 2006 to 
Estimates Committee A for examination and 
report.  The Bill provides for appropriation 
funding for the outputs and equity adjustment of 
the Legislative Assembly and the Parliamentary 
Service.  In accordance with standing order 
186(2), the committee is required to report on the 
Bill. 

2. The committee conducted a public hearing on  
11 July 2006 to take oral evidence from the 
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly.  A 
verbatim transcript of the committee’s hearing 
can be accessed online at:  
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/Hansard/ 

3. Prior to the public hearing, the committee put 20 
questions on notice to the Speaker.  Responses to 
all questions were received. 

4. The committee has considered the estimates 
referred to it by using information contained in 
the: 

 Budget papers 

 answers to pre-hearing questions on notice 

 oral evidence taken at the hearing 

 documents tabled at the hearing 

 answers to questions taken on notice at the 
hearing 

 additional information given in relation to 
answers. 

5. Answers to questions on notice and taken on 
notice at the hearing, together with minutes of 
the committee’s meetings, are included in the 
additional information tabled with this report. 

Legislative Assembly and Parliamentary 
Service 

6. The Legislative Assembly of Queensland 
consists of 89 Members who carry out a range 
of legislative and constituency responsibilities.  
For example, participating in the enactment of 
legislation; debating Government policy and 
administration; serving on parliamentary 
committees; representing an electorate; and 
providing advice and assistance to electorate 
constituents.  

7. The Parliamentary Service provides 
administrative and support services to the 
Assembly.  The service also provides support 
services to other external clients under the 
Shared Services Initiative and actively promotes 
and educates the community about the role of 
the Parliament and the Parliamentary process.  

8. The following table sets out details of the 
appropriation for 2006-07 compared to the 
previous financial year. 

 2005-06 
$’000 

2006-07 
$’000 

Departmental Outputs 59,395 61,542 
Equity Adjustment (3,365) (3,365) 
Vote Total 56,030 58,177 

Source:  Speaker’s Ministerial Portfolio Statement  
2006-07, 4 

9. The Parliament delivers the output Legislative 
Assembly and Parliamentary Service.  
Estimated expenditure for 2006-07 is $63.123 
million.1  This will be predominantly funded by 
the output appropriation. 

10. Capital expenditure budgeted for 2006-07 is 
$2.598 million.2 

                                                 
1 Speaker’s Portfolio Statement 2006-07, 12. 
2 State Budget 2006-07, Capital Statement-Budget Paper No.3, 97. 
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Budget Highlights 

11. Priorities highlighted in the Speaker’s Portfolio 
Statement for 2006-07 include: 

 undertaking a project to video broadcast 
Parliamentary proceedings over the Internet 

 continuing the replacement program for 
major air conditioning infrastructure 

 investigating and implementing water 
conservation strategies within the 
Parliamentary precinct 

 replacing computer network infrastructure at 
Parliament House as scheduled 

 implementing a single official record of 
parliamentary proceedings and debates 
through the integration of Hansard and the 
Votes and Proceedings 

 continuing the safety improvement program 
on level 7 of the Annexe to incorporate the 
installation of handrails and emergency 
lighting upgrades 

 investigating an initiative to provide 
electronic access to all tabled papers on the 
Parliament’s website. 

Issues raised at the public hearing 

12. The following issues were canvassed with the 
Speaker at the public hearing on 11 July: 

 furniture investigations  

 silverware and crockery stocktakes  

 provision of first aid kits  

 emergency evacuations within the 
parliamentary precinct 

 availability of facilities for media conferences 

 water conservation measures 

 parliamentary displays for visitors 

 preservation and display of the O’Donovan 
Library collection 

 Premier’s portrait program and display 
locations of paintings  

 promotion of catering services 

 visits to electorate offices 

 specialised training courses for electorate 
office staff 

 new enterprise bargaining agreement for the 
Parliamentary Service 

 commercialisation of the e-petitions system. 

Recommendation 

13. The committee recommends that the proposed 
expenditure, as detailed in the Appropriation 
(Parliament) Bill 2006, be agreed to without 
amendment. 

 
 
 
 
Rachel Nolan MP 
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