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QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT RESPONSE

INTRODUCTION

On 20 June 2012 the Criminal Law Amendment Bill 2012 (the Bill) was introduced to
Parliament.

The Bill was subsequently referred to the Legal Affairs and Community Safety
Committee (the Committee) with a report back date of 6 July 2012.

On the 6 July 2012 the Committee tabled its report (No.3) in relation to the Bill (the
Report).

The Queensland Government response to the Report's recommendations on matters
raised by the Committee and key fundamental legislative principles is provided
below.

RESPONSE TO RECOMMENDATIONS:

Recommendation 1 -

The Committee recommends that the Criminal Law Amendment Bill 2012 be passed.

Queensland Government response:

The Queensland Government thanks the Committee for its timely consideration of the
Bill and supports the Committee's recommendation that the Bill be passed.

Recommendation 2 -

The Committee recommends that the Attorney-General monitor and review the
consequences of the proposed amendments on the courts and other criminal justice
agencies, and report back to Parliament within two years from commencement.

Queensland Government response:

The Queensland Government was cognisant during the development of the Bill of the
possible consequences flowing from the implementation of the Bill, in particular any
future impact on prisoner numbers and the resulting costs to Queensland Corrective
Services.
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Agencies involved in the criminal. justice system will monitor the impact of the
proposed amendments.

In addition, the efficacy of the Courts in delivering justice outcomes, including
timeliness, is considered through the Report on Government Services (also known as
the ROGS). The ROGS is delivered on an annual basis and will provide a mechanism
to assess changes in the timeliness of court responses to criminal matters generally.

The Queensland Government does not however consider that a report back to
Parliament within two years from commencement of the Bill is warranted.

Fundamental legislative principles

The Queensland Government notes that the Committee's inquiry involved a detailed
consideration of the application of fundamental legislative principles to the Bill, in
particular the rights and liberties of individuals potentially affected by the Bill.

The Committee noted that the policy objectives of the Bill outweigh any potential
issues of fundamental legislative principles.

The Queensland Government thanks the Committee for its considered position on this
Issue.
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