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submission to the committee 

21 September 2023 
 

Committee Secretary 
Transport and Resources Committee 
Parliament House 
George Street 
BRISBANE QLD 4000 

Dear Secretary 

RE: Land Valuation Amendment Bill 2023 

I am writing to object to the Land Valuation Amendment Bill 2023 (Bill) and the proposed 
amendments to the Land Valuation Act 2010 (LVA). 

Background 

The Explanatory Notes to the Bill say that "the objectives of the Bill are to improve the administration 
and operation of the statutory land valuation framework by amending the Land Valuation Act to 
ensure: 

1. it is responsive to changes in the property market and operational environment and
transparent in its operation;

2. valuations are consistent and defensible, and the supporting processes such as objections
and appeals are effective and efficient; and

3. a clear and consistent framework for determining when land is valued separately or
combined based on land use and occupation."

The Bill does not achieve those objectives. The amendments that are to be made to the LVA, if the 
Bill is passed, will instead: 

1. likely result in higher land tax and rates for landowners (which is likely to affect the appetite
for investment in property in Queensland); and

2. materially diminish the transparency and consistency (which is already lacking) in the way
that the Valuer-General makes valuations of land in Queensland.

Objections to major proposed changes to the LVA 

Power to make statutory guidelines 

If the Bill is passed, the Valuer-General will be permitted to make 'statutory guidelines' about the 
administration of the LVA or the valuation of land. The Bill makes clear that the guidelines will be 
binding in relation to the valuations to which they apply. 

The Explanatory Notes clearly indicate that the Valuer-General can make guidelines about the 
valuation methodology to be applied when valuing particular types of land or land used for particular 
purposes, and gives the example of volumetric lots, shopping centres, land affected by heritage 
restrictions and childcare centres. That power would allow the Valuer-General to overturn accepted 
valuation practice and/or judicial precedent simply by publishing a guideline on the Department's 
website. 
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