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D ear C om m ittee,

Thank you fo r the opportunity to provide a submission on the d ra ft P lum bing and D rainage  

B ill.

1 am  a trade qualified  refrigeration and a ir conditioning tradesperson and a sm all business 

ow ner, as such I  draw  on m y ow n experiences and the im pact current and recommended  

licencing has and w il l  have on m y safety, apprentice's train ing and m y business.

The  current environm ent I w o rk  in is unsafe as a d irect result o f  certificate ! l  split installers, 
workers w ho have no real understanding o f  refrigerated systems operating at high pressure, 
the ir refrigerants, nor the abilic>' to provide installations to  meet energy effic ien t star ratings. 

The  draft b ill w ou ld  see split systems excluded ‘’ Unsubstantiated and harm ful to 

Queenslanders’’ in the proposed refrigeration and a ir  conditioning licence and goes on to 

further increase unsafe w ork ing  environm ents by fa iling  to  ensure m echanical services 

plum bers cannot w o rk  on any refrigerated systems, a ll which operate at high pressure and 

inclusive o f C 0 2  as a refrigerant.

The draft b ill is unacceptable in its current form and requires significant changes to  ensure 

licencing is a ligned correctly w ith required skills, fa i l in g  to do this exposes every  
Queenslander to  unsafe environm ents, in the hom e, at the o ffice , at school, in hospital, when 

shopping, everyw here w e go refrigerated systems are w ith  us and this governm ent refuses to 

provide basic safely fo re v e r j Queenslander.

R efrigeration and a ir  conditioning is a single trade, it is not plum bing and neither is it 

electrical, I challenge this governm ent to  produce evidence o f  the required skills  to w o rk  on 
refrigerated systems, inclusive o f  a ir conditioning b y  e ither m echanical services or 

electricians. T o  date a ll evidence has been ignored which should see an occupational 
refrigeration and a ir conditioning licence w ith  zero S$$ threshold under the Q B C C .

T ra in ing  has been dum bed dow n w ith  m any lim ited  to  learning only  split system installations  

and sot^ d rink  fridges. Job grow'th predictions arc poor w ith  A R M A  citing only 34  new  jobs  

over a 5 year period. E lectricians unable to  install basic dom estic lights because they are 

doing split system installs. In  V ic to ria  plumbers also are losing their skills  due to  split 
systems installations and V ic to ria  is looking long term at a  standalone refrigeration and a ir  

conditioning licencing m odel, yet here is Q L D  w anting to  im plem ent a system that V ic to ria  

are adm itting  is flaw ed .
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Tasm ania has acknow ledged the need fo r split installations to  be installed by trade qualified  

refrigeration and a ir  conditioning tradespeople, acknow ledging the changes tow ard  increasing 
the use o f  natural refrigerants.

Hydrocarbon, a natural refrigerant must be included under an occupational licence as the 

current licencing prohibits this governm ent’ s ab ility  to  com ply w ith  A ustra lia ’ s international 
agreements, including the K ig a li agreement. O ne exam ple was the group training  

organisation that attem pted to  install a system using hydrocarbon but couldn’t  as a  result o f  

poorly developed hydrocarbon policies.

The  draft b ill is confusing, unclear and even suggests ductw ork is not included in  a  proposed 

licence fo r m y trade.
So poor are the m any a ir  conditioning installations it has become a burden on energy  

providers, the very  same providers w^ho reap the massively increased financial benefits o f  

unnecessary' high energy b ills  to  Queenslanders and the best governm ent can te ll a ll 
Queenslanders is to  not turn on yo u r (In e ffic ie n t) a ir  conditioning systems.

T o  sum up the situation, w e have a draft b ill that further impedes the reduction o f  greenhouse 

emissions policies o f  federal governm ent, provides unsafe environm ents fo r every  

Queenslander, unaffordable energy bills, and excessive demands on energy providers and 

very low  industry confidence fo r viable businesses in this industry.

I urge the com m ittee to  dem and the follow'ing;
1. A n  occupational licence fo r the refrigeration and a ir conditioning trade under the 

Q B C C , Inclusive o f  a ll refrigerants and inclusive o f  split systems

2. Inc lud ing  hydrocarbon refrigerant to  ensure Q L D  can m eet the federal governm ents  
international agreements

3. A  zero SS$ threshold fo r any works
4. Inclusive o f  ductw ork and associated incidental w ork such as roofing
5. A  mechanical services p lum ber licence w h ich  excludes w w k  on a ll refrigerated  

systems and M echan ical Services Switchboards dedicated to H V A C R .

Regards

G lenn  Sharplin -  M anag ing  D irector
D eepch ill A ir  C onditioning  &  R efrigeration (est 1987)


