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RAIL FREIGHT USE BY THEAGRICULTUREAND LIVESTOCK INDUSTRIES 

I raa- to Quemslald Gova-nment Pcrlianern Committee inquiry into rcil freight use by the 
cgriculture a1d livestock industries. The North Austraial Pa:iora Compaiy Ay Limita:J 
(NAFCO) opentes thirteen ccttle propa-ties a::r0$ Quasnsla1d a1d The Northa-n Taritory a1d 
Wanui Feerllot a1d Fam on the Daling Do..vns with a ha-d of 200 OOO ccttle The follo..vings 
commaits ae offa-a:J for the Committee's conS denti on. 

NAFCO is a signific::ait w:a- of ral aid for maiy cloca:les hC6 utiliza:J the Queensla1d Reil 
nawork. NAFCO routinely traisports circa 10 OOO heed of ccttle pa- alnum by ral. Ho..veva
in 2011, in access of 20 OOO heed wa-e traisporta:J by ral on the beck of eccalent ~ 
conditions in 2010 Cl1d 2011. The ral network is unquestionci:>ly al importait componait in 
NAFCO' s supply chcin of breerling, gro..ving aid fcttffling ccttle for slrughter et cbcitoirs 
loccia:J in Northa-n, Caitra a1d South-Eca Quemslaicl for not only domestic consumers, but 
aoo ecport rTlCl'kets via the Port of Brisbale. 

Reil is usa:J in conjunction with roro as al Efficient meens of traisporting lage numba-s of 
ccttle vca di staices. For ecanpl ~ et times we neerl to ecit up to 3000 heed of ccttl e to sl rughta
from a single pajdock. We currently Cf'e ci:>le to cdlieve this by using eitha- Cloncurry aid/or 
Winton as ral loroing point with three trans clepcrting et 48 hour intervas. Ea:::h tran is 42 
da::ksa1d hencewea-eci:>leto utilize 7 x 6 da::k unit roro transon a24 hour tum-Cf'ound from 

· the property to the ral hea:I a1d return. If we wa-e unci:>le to utilize ral in this maina-, 7 x 6 
da::k roro tran units would neerl to be broken c:IONn into a minimum of 14 B-Double units by 
the time the consi gnmait was tra1a Ii ng through T Oo.Noomba aid the turn-aound would ectend 
out from 48 hours to 96 hours, etfedivay doubling whet we currently cdlieve in six days. 
Furtha-mor~ c:pcrt from whetha- or not thffe Cf'e sufficient trucks a1d driva-s to undaicke such 
a movemait, it would plct:e ectra burden on the rocd ~stern, paticulCf'ly the Wc:rrf!JdO Highway 
we:J. from Bri sba1e 
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Whet the live:tock industry requires ism int~ra:a:.t traisport s,rstan tha: is oost rompetitive, 
timey aid etfidait tha: does not rompromisathewafa-eof mimalsor public sctety. Tha"ea-e 
ddinitay opportunities to improve both roa::I aid ral servires to a::hieve the ctoraTialtiona:J 
outcomes to the benefit of industry, theGova-nment aid citizaisof QU001Sland. 

In dosing, the ral network is critical to the Ql.Ja311S1aid Ba:f Industry with all sta<eholders 
benetitting atha" diroctly or indire::tly by its existaice. If it wC£ to atha- no longa- exist, or 
exist in a ra:Juc.00 ~ty. it would be a: a significait oost to the Queaislaid a:onomy. 

I would wac:x:xne the opportunity to diro.m this important ig:;ue furtha- should the Committee 
wish. 

Yoursfathfully 
THE NORTH AUSTRALIAN PASTORAL COMPANY PTY. LIMITED 

A.B.N. 35 009 591 511 

Geoff i ngS:on 
Ga'la"al M cncga- - Grooi ng and Ma-keti ng 


