
5 December 2005 

The Research Director 
Travelsafe Committee 
Parliament House 
George Street 
BRISBANE QLD 4000 

Dear Sir, 

RE: CONFISCATION OF VEHICLES BEING DRIVEN BY DISQUALIFIED 
DRIVERS 

I wish to add my name to the list of people who support the concept that vehicles 
(other than stolen vehicles) being driven by disqualified drivers, to be impounded by 
the Police Force until the period of disqualification expires. 

It is quite evident that Court imposed licence disqualification has not prevented a list 
of offenderb, from driving during the period of disqualification. Ray Martin on "A 
Current Affair" showed men coming out of Court with licence suspended as a penalty 
who have then promptly got into their car and driven away. Therefore one could 
reasonably ask the obvious question "where is the deterrent?" The only way to 
prevent this happening is by confiscating the person's vehicle. The suggestion that 
confiscation of the ignition key would be effective is rubbish - it is very easy to 
by-pass the ignition key to start a vehicle. 

I wish to draw your attentior, to the attached article which appeared in the Courier 
Mail on the same day that I noticed the advertisement inserted by the Travelsafe 
Committee. This disqualified driver, a Trevor Tomkins, drove a car through a red 
light at an estimated speed of 220 kph and hit another car. This unfortunate innocent 
driver of the car Tomkins hit has had her life ruined. The simple act of confiscating 
Tomkins' car at the time of the Court imposing licence disqualification on a previous 
occasion (ten times in the last nine years) would have prevented the disaster from 
occurring. 

I started to realize some time ago, that vehicle confiscation was the only way to 
prevent disqualified drivers from driving, but I couidn't see how I might heip to 
change the situation. I hope that the usual Aussie apathy to politics, the law etc, does 
not apply in this instance and that you have overwhelming support for the principle of 
vehicle confiscation. You certainly have my vote. 

Yours faithfully, 

RODNEY JARVIS 
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A F O R M E R s p e e d w a y  driver who 
c o n t i n u a l l y  flouted the  law hy 
t a k l n g  h i s  passion for speed to 
pub'  ?ads was yesterday jailed 
f o r .  s t  seven years af ter  caus- 
ing  a n  accldent  that  left a n  inno- 
c e n t  d r ive r  w ~ t h  brain Injuries. 

T h e  Distrlct Court  in Brisbane 
w a s  told a pollce chase had ended 
only m i n u t e s  before the  25-year- 
old disqualifled driver, who larer 
s a ~ d  h e  h a d  been "off his face" UIr 

d r u g s  a t  t h e  time.drove through a 
red  l i g h t  a t  22Okmlh to smash  
in to  t h e  50-year-old victim's car. 

T r e v o r  Douglas Tomklns.  25 .  
pleaded  guilty o n  Monday to one 
c h a r  d a n g e r o u s  operation o f  
a m ,  vehicle wlth a circum- 
s t a n c e  o f  aggravation a n d  o n e  
c h a r g e  o f  dangerous operatlon o f  
a m o t o r  vehicle while affected by 
a n  intoxicat ina substance caus- 
ing  grievous bodily harm. 

J u d g e  Brian Hoath said yester- 
dav  T o m k i n s  h a d  an "appalling" 
tr'ffic history t h a t  included a jall 
t e r m  fo r  three previous convlc- 
i io i  5 r  dangerous  operation of a 
m:. Jehicle - all during police 
chascs  - a s  well a s  10 convictions 
f o r  disqualif ied drlving. 10 for un- 
l i c e n s e d  d r r v i n g  a n d  s e v e r a l  
speed ing  offences.  

I n  o n e  case. Tomkins was on 
ball f o r  t w o  serious offences in 
B r ~ s b a n e  a n d  Maryborough when 
h e  s p a r k e d  ano ther  police chase 
in Bundaberg .  reaching speeds of 
190km/h,  driving on the  wrong 
side of  t h e  road a n d  ramming two 
p o l ~ c e  c a r s  be fore  his own c a r  
overturrred.  

O n  October22.2003. he was sen- 
tenced in  the  District Court  in 
B r ~ s b a n e  to  t w o  years  a n d  10 
m o n t h s '  jail, suspended  a f t e r  
sel-ving t w o  months  for a n  oper- 
3tional perlod of three years. He  
had s e r v e d  14 months '  jail in pre- 
l en tencc  custody 

J u d g e  H o a t h  said yesterday 
Tornki-c was a "shamelessly 
- e c ~ d '  ~ l f f e n d e r "  who engaged 
n "pc 2 ten t ,  deliberately reck- 
ess  a n d  overwhelmingly danger-  ~~~ .. - 

,us driving" 
T h e  c o u r t  was  told Tomkins  

l a d  been ou t  of jail only four  
n o n t h s  w h e n o n  April 18 last Year 
re was involved ~ n a  lOkm police 
:hase  a t  Bracken  Ridge, in Bris- 
mne's  n o r t h ,  In which hereached 
p e e d s  o f  130kmih a n d  w e n t  
h r o u g h  t h r e e  s top  signs. H e  sul-- 
enderecl t o  police threedays later  
n d  x,as  released on ball 
About  a month  later, a round  

nldnighc o n  May 20. police a w n  
I-led to pull Tomkins over and  a 
econd c h a s e  ensued over 6km 
hrough t h e  Bracken Rldge a rea  
% e  went through two stop signs. 
hree red l ightsand reached speeds 
f 100km/h in jflkm/h zones. 
Heavy traff ic  forced police LO 

nd  thechase ,  bu t  Tornkinsaccel- 
r a ted  away  a t  220kmih before 
r lv lng  th rough  a ~.ed 11ght a n d  braln Injury r e h a b ~ l i t a t ~ o n  unlt. t a k e n  h e r o i n  a n d  m e t  h -  mechalllc who shared his father 's  J u d g e  H o a t h  s e n  t e n  c e d  
o l l ~ d i n g  with ano ther  ca r  S h e  su f fe r s  cognitive defects ,  a m p h e t a m i n e  (speed1 ha l f  a n  passlon fo r  rebuilding hot rods Tornkins to four years' jail, t o  be 
Tile caul-t was told h ~ s  50-year- depression a n d  is st111 unable to hour before the acc~den t .  He  star ted taklng drugs when served cumulatively with a two- 

~d v ic t im,  Asouajewal  T u u a ,  work o r  drive. T h e  court  was told Tomkins  he was 14, a f t e r  t h e  separation o f  years and elght months susppnded 
p e n t  seven  days In lntensivecare W h e n  arrested three days later, had been fascinated wl th  cara hls  pa ren t s ,  a n d  had h ~ s  flrst sentence imposed in 20C3 He was 
n ~ l  niore than  a month in hos- Tomklns admitted to pollce tha t  Since a young age, was involved in high-speed chase while a f fec ted  also disqualified f rom holdirlg a 
.ital be fore  b e ~ n g  released to t h e  h e  was "off  hls  face", having speedway racing a n d  was a glfted by drugs a t  15. 

~ - 
driver's licence for five years. 
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