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Dear Committee Secretary, 
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Than k you for t he opportunity to comment on t he Forest Wind Farm Development Bill 2020 (t he bill). The Urban 
Development Institute of Aust ralia Queensland (t he Institute) appreciates t his opportunit y and this submission is 

made in support of Part 8 Division 4 of the bill, which has t he effect of amending t he Springfield Struct ure Plan 
(SSP) to facilitate t he orderly planning and development of land in Greater Springfield. 

The property development industry is a major contributor to t he Queensland economy. As the third largest 
industry of employment wit hin t he state, it d irectly employs 10 percent of t he Queensland workforce, and 
indirectly su pports a furt her 1 3 percent . Underli ning it s importance to the state 's economy, t he development 
industry d irectly contributed $26 bill ion to t he Queensland economy in 2017, or 8 percent of Queensland's GS P, 
and a furt her $35 billion t hroug h indirect economic impacts (11 percent of GS P).1 

We also point to the significant cha llenge the community as a whole and the pro perty development industry in 
pa rticular faces in providi ng affordable homes to meet t he demand of a g rowing population . The Sout h East 
Queensland Regiona l Plan 2017 (ShapingSEQ) sets the benchma rk of providing 793,700 homes fo r a population 
growth of 1, 886,600 between 2016 and 204 1 . The Ipswich loca l government a rea is expected to provide 1 11,700 

add itiona l dwelli ngs for 319,900 addit ional people in t he same period . Greater Springfield is a key part of meet ing 
t hat cha llenge. 

The lnstitute's mission is to support t he property development industry in t heir pursuit to create-world class 
communit ies for Queenslanders and we believe the proposed Part 8 Division 4 is consistent with this mission . 

Greater Springfield is an im portant example of t he resu lts that can be achieved wit h a n integ rated planning and 
infrastructure framework in a critical growth area. Coordinated provision of infrast ructure wit hin a well-defi ned 
planning hierarchy that has fl exibly adapted t o t he changing needs of t he community has formed t he community 
of Greater Springfield. A foc us o n jo b creation and economic uplift fo r the region has created benefits fo r residents, 
businesses, and government in Greater Springfield, and Part 8 Division 4 will bot h modernise and protect t he 
framework that has been so successful to date, as well as clarifying uncerta inty created by recent court decisions. 

Part 8 Divis ion 4 will reinstate and update t he arrangements that provided fo r precinct and area development plans 
linked to t he delivery of infrastruct ure in the SSP a rea, prima rily by t he principa l developer, Springfield City Group 
Pty Limited (SCG), t hrough infrastructure agreements between SCG, the Ipswich City Council, a nd Urba n Utilities. 

1 Urbis, The Cont ribution of The Development Industry to Queensland, March 2018 
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The Institute supports Part 8 Division 4 for the following reasons: 

• Greater Springfield has an important role to play in the State Government's implementation of 
ShapingSEQ. As part of the Western Corridor, Greater Springfield will be home to around 143,000 
people when development is complete. Development of Greater Springfield is critical to meet the 
objectives for population growth in this part of the State 

• An efficient and effective planning and infrastructure framework is crucial to sustainable economic 
development and the creation of jobs. This will be particularly the case following the easing of 
restrictions associated with COVID-19 and the anticipated economic downturn and job losses. Greater 
Springfield has already created 20,000 jobs, with many more anticipated as the community expands. 
The court decisions of 2017 – 2018 potentially jeopardised the efficiency of the framework and this 
anticipated job growth. Part 8 Division 4 will provide greater certainty in this regard 

• An orderly planning and infrastructure framework is important for the welfare and development of 
communities (particularly residents). From the beginning, Greater Springfield intentionally focused on 
open space and timely provision of infrastructure to meet development demand. Part 8 Division 4, 
which seeks to re-establish and update critical links between the plan making process and the 
provision of infrastructure, will give certainty to residents in Greater Springfield and assist to preserve 
and enhance amenity and liveability 

• Around $17 billion has been invested in Greater Springfield since 1997, on the basis of the certainty of 
the development framework. The proposed Part 8 Division 4 will largely preserve the existing 
mechanisms of the SSP for a graduated plan making hierarchy, which has functioned effectively for a 
long time, and has encouraged investment. Preservation of the hierarchy is critical to the protection 
of existing and future investment. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment, should you have any wish to clarify or discuss this matter please 
contact Manager of Policy, Martin Zaltron ( ).  
 
Yours sincerely, 
Urban Development Institute of Australia Queensland 
 
 
 
 
 
Kirsty Chessher-Brown 
Chief Executive Officer 
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