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Dear Committee,

RE: Local Government Electoral and Other Legislation (Expenditure Caps)
Amendment Bill 2022

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission in relation to the Local
Government and Other Legislation (Expenditure Caps) Amendment Bill 2022 (the Bill).

The Bill proposes amendments to establish an electoral expenditure caps scheme for
local government elections, and also adopts a number of definitions and offence
provisions from the Electoral Act 1992.

In the Crime and Corruption Commission’s (CCC) 2017 report Operation Belcarra — A
blueprint for integrity and addressing corruption risk in local government (the Belcarra
report) tabled on 4 October 2017, we recommended that a Parliamentary Committee
review the feasibility of introducing expenditure caps for Queensland local
government elections.

The Economics and Governance Committee undertook this review, which resulted in
its Report No. 47, 56" Parliament Inquiry into the feasibility of introducing expenditure
caps for Queensland local government elections tabled on 15 September 2020.

The CCC noted at the time of its Belcarra recommendation that whether to introduce
expenditure caps, to whom they should apply, and the mechanism by which they
should be introduced and enforced are all complex questions informed by a variety of
factors. Those are matters appropriate for the Parliament to determine, although the
underlying goal should be to ensure fairness and transparency in the electoral process.

The CCC has considered the proposed amendments. Overall they increase consistency
between the State and Local Government election regime and are supported by the
CCC.








