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Abstract. Changes to Dre regimes associated with European colonisation arc implicated in declines in biodiversity 
and productivity in rangelands globally. However, for many areas there is incomplete knowledge of historical fire 
regimes and purported changes can become accepted wisdom with little empirical evidence. In the Mulg• Lands of 
south·westem Queensland, the dominnnt narrative implicates reduced Circ frequency as a cause of woody vegetation 
thickening. We present a fire history of dte Mulga Lands since pastoral exploration in 1he 1840s based on a review of 
explorer and early pastomlist journals, newspoper articles, interviews with long-term londbolders and collation of 
satell ite imagery. Fires in mulsa communities arc infrequent and only occur after at least two years of above.average 
summer rainfall. The assumption of regular pre-pastoral fires is not supported by available evidence. Since pastoral 
settlement in the 1860s, fire events affecting >1000km2 have occurred seven times (1891-1892, 1904, 1918, 
195()-1951, 1956-1957, 1976-1979 and 2011-2013), with only the 1950s fin:s a !Tecting a >100~ of the total area of 
mulga-<lominated vegetation. We argue that fire is limited by fuel loads, which arc in rum limited by rainfall events 
occurring only a few rimes a century. Even in the absence of grazing and active fire suppression fire intervals would be 
extremely long, perhaps 3()-50 years in relatively fire-prone communities and much longer throughout most of the 
region. Combined with quantitative studies of fire and tree and shrub population dynamics, detailed fire histories will 
allow for more informed and nuanced debates about the role of fire in rangelands subject to abrupt management 
upheavals. 
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lnlroduction 

Alie~ fire regimes over the past two centuries are implicated in 
vegetation structural change, biodiversity loss, land dcgrnd:i.tion 
ond declining productivity in forests and rnngelands glob.1lly. In 
some areos, wildfires ore thought to have become larger and 
more intense with the breakdown of trac.Jitional burning practices 
and/or active suppression of regulnr low· intensity fires, which 
created fine-scale mosaics (Russell-Smith et al. 2003; Bliege 
Bird cl al. 2008; Miller et al. 2009; McAdoo et al. 2013; Aldrich 
ct al. 2014; Fulc et al. 2014; Spoon et al. 2015). In others, 
wildlircs •re purported to have became less frequent due to 
lower biomass with livestock grnJng and active suppression 
by land managers, particularly since the advent of large 
machinery (Moore er al. 2001 ; Briggs et al. 2002; Fuhlendorf 
and Engle 2004; Stanton et al. 20 14). This in tum can lead 
to increased tree and shrub densiries, further reducing fire 
frequency ond intensity (Noble 1997; Roques et al. 200 I). Fire 
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regimes which diverge from the historical regime to which plants 
and animals on: adapted can have wide-ranging consequences 
for both biodiversity conservation (Bowman and Panton 1993; 
Russell-Smith el al. 2002; Gregory et al. 2010; Augustine and 
Demer 2015; Kelly et nl. 2015; Lawe< et al. 2015) and primary 
production (Reynolds and Carter 1993; Busso 1997; Craig 1999). 

Debates about fire management are often characterised by 
an incomplclc undcrStanding of historical fire regimes. This is 
especially so where changes to land management were swift 
and preceded formal srudy or documentation (Keeley and 
Fotheringham 2001 ; Goforth and Minnich 2007; Williams and 
Baker 2012; Silcock et al. 2013). Further. little is known about 
fire ecology and its relation to long-term vegeration dynamics 
and biodiversity in many ecosystems (Savage and Swetnam 
1990; Williams et al. 2003; Andersen et al. 2005; Parr and 
Andersen 2006; Stephan er al. 20 I 0). Titis uncertainty has 
generated considerable controversy about what constitutes 
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1natural' fire regimes across vast areas, with implic:uions for 
contemporary land management. 

The Mulga Lands of semiarid eastern Australia <pitomisc 
this quandary. Tlte expansion of the pastoral frontier and 
dispossession of Aboriginal people was so swift (Bottoms 
20 13) that we have only crude knowledge of their land 
management practices. Furthermore, some populations declined 
dramatically well ahead of the frontier due 10 disease 
(Reynolds 1995; Hunter and Carmody 2015) meaning that land 
management practices were disrupted before 'cxplor:uion' 
commenced in the 1840s. Under t111ditional burning regimes in 
Central Australia, fires in mulga (Acacia aneura) communities 
seem to have been rare (Kimber 19~3). In Western Australia, 
mulga wns generally not deliberately lit by Aboriginal people, 
and most patch burning was limited to c~ccunins spinitCx 
associa1ions (Fox 1906; Start 1986). When fires did occur in 
mulga, they were associated with build-up of fuel following 
successive wet seasons. However, mulga does bum more 
frequently in central than e.istem Australia due to being 
embedded in a highly flammable spinifex-dominated landscape 
(Nano and Clarke 2008; Nicholas et al. 2009). Evidence 
suggests that the cessation of traditional Aboriginal patch 
burning of spinifcx has led to shorter fire intervals in mulga 
communities acroM centrol and Western Australia. with 
negative impacts on mulga persistence (Bowman et al. 2008; 
Ward et al. 2014). 

In contrast. fires in en.stem Australi:i.n mulga communities 
have been infrequent since pastoral settlement in the I S60s. 
Most studies have involved small experimental bum plots, 
sometimes requiring the sprcatling of straw or hay to nllow th~ 
passage of fire (Griffin and Hodgkinson 1986; Hodgkinson 
1991 , 1998). As a result, we have limited understanding of 
fire ecology in these communities, including the relationship 
between fire intensity and mortality of tree and shrub species 
including mulga. lheir ability to rcsprout post.fire and the effect 
of fire on germination (Wilson and Mulham 1979; Hodgkinson 
and Griffin 1982; Pn:sslnnd 1982: Scanlan and Presland 1984; 
Jones and Burrows 1994). 

Despite limited knowledge ofmulga fire history and ecology, 
a dominant narrative posits that exclusion of fire due to high 
total grazing pressure and active suppression by pastoralists has 
led to woody vegetation thickening throughout the Mulga 
Lands(Moore 1973; Beale et al. 1986; Reynolds and Carter 1993; 
Noble 1997; Moore et al. 2001 : Beale 2004; Win 2013). This 
narrative ~is its roots early in pastoral settlement. For example, 
pastoralist J. T. Quinn told the 1901 NSW Royal Commission 
that the West Bogan country was open forest and •remained like 
that until 1874, when it became s1ocked, and the bush fires, that 
previously every summer swept through it and kept down the 
scrub nnd undergrowth, became less frequent, and the <erub 
then grew to an enormous extent' (cited in Hodgkinson and 
Hanington 1985; p. 65). Early scient ific articles cited only such 
ancedoral sources, often recorded during the 1901 Royal 
Commission, but these articles were then cited by others as 
authoritative evidence of change (Witt et al. 2006). Recent 
reports, policy documents and scientific publications typically 
begin with a sratement categorising mulga country as highly 
degraded due to overgrazing and lack offlre (Moore et al. 200 I; 
Beeton et al. 2005; Boyland 200~; Deportment of Natural 
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Resources Md Mines 20 13; Eldridge et al. 2013), further 
entrenching this paradigm. 

There is scant evidence to either support or refute assumed 
change.~ in fire regimes. Numerous: author.; have noted that 
fire would never have been a regular occurrence in mu1ga 
communities historically due to sparse biomass in most sensons 
(Dawson et al. 1975; Hodgkinson 2002; Bradstock 20 I 0). Others 
argue thnt regular fF es were critical in maintaining an open 
woodland strucrure .nd controlling densities of understorey 
shrubs (Mills 1986; J• ncs and Burrows 1994; Beale 2004). Herc 
we present a fire hi>tory of the Mulga Lands of Queensland 
based on a review of ixplorer journals, early pastoralist diaries, 
newspaper anicles, ir.tcrviews with longetcnn landholders Md 
examination of fire SCol$ mapped from sarellitc data. This 
history will provide a basis for more infonncd and nuanced 
debates about the role of fire in the mulga-<lominated 
communilics of eastern Australia. 

Methods 

Study area 

Mulg• associations occur in a discontinuous belt from near the 
·western Australian coast across the central deserts to western 
New South Wales and Queensland between latitudes 20 and 
35'S, and are estima1ed to occupy 1.5 million km2 or 20% of 
the continent (Williams 2002). The Mulga Lands Biogeographic 
Region (Thackway ond Cresswell 1995) - herein referred to as 
Mulgn Lnnds - contains the most extensive tracts of mulga 
woodland and shrubland in eostcm Australia. In Queensland 
they extend from Windorah and Titargomindah in the wcsl to 
Augathella and St George in the east and encompass 79 000 km2 

of mulga-dominated communities (pre-clearing extent 
"'Ill OOOkm') (Fig. I). llte mulga belt continues for some 
distance south into New South Wales. The climate is semiarid, 
with rainfall decreasing from 500 mm in the east and north to 
250 mm in the south-west. Rl>infoll is highly varioble 
between years and is summcr""1ominant through Queensland. 
although winter rain becomes more common to the south. 
Summer temperntures ill'c hot with maximums through 
December-February averaging 33- 35'C, whereas short winters 
are characterised by cold nighlS (4-6'CJ and warm days 
averaging I 9-22'C through Juno-August. 

Queensland's Mulga Lands arc dominated by sandy red 
earths supporting woodlands and shrublands of mulga (Acacia 
ane11ra). Eucalyptus necies including poplar box (£ . pop11brea) 
and silvcr·lcaf iron xuk (E. me/anop'1/oia) are common 
components of mulgi woodlands and shrublands. with yellow­
jacket (E. intertexta) cJmmon in the cast and western bloodwood 
(Corymbia termittali.•) west of the Warrego River. Mulga 
becomes more open .md stunted with decreasing rainfall and 
shrubs such as bastard mulgo (A. c//vicola, A. sibirlca), 
turpentine/turkey bu•hes (Eremophila spp.) and hop-bush 
(Dodonaoa spp.) become prevalent in the understorey. A broad 
distinction is made between 'soft' and 'hard' mulga based on 
soil depth and rockiness and vegetation height and density 
(Mills 1980). Botanical nomcncla1ure follows Bostock and 
Holland (2007). 

The Kunja, Budgiti, Kullilli, Mardigan and Bidjara people 
have lived in the Mulga Lands forot least 14 000 years (Mc Kellar 
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D Mulga communities 
Mulga tirescars, 2011- 2013 

Mulgaftres.1891-G2 

Mulga fires, 1950S 

Mulga fifes, othor datos 

Fri:. 1. Location map, i;howins Q~land portion of Mulga Lands biogeosraphic region, major towns and rivers. Remnant mulga-dominated 
communilies arc shaded grey; 2011-2013 fire scars in remnant mulga mapped from Slltellite are shaded dark grey. 1891-1892 mulsa fires denoted by 
triangles, 1950s nre diamonds. other fires (moslly 1904-1921) squares. 

1984; Robins 1993 ). Although the Australian desert had some 
of the lowest densities on record for human populations (Smith 
2013). the Mulga Lands were a well peopled country (Robins 
1997). People adapled to aridity by being highly mobile, making 
opportunistic use of temporary warer and food sources after 
rains and folling back on pennanent waterholes and springs as 
the country dried out (Robins 1993; Holdaway et al. 2000; 
Simmons 2007). 

Europeans had been in Ausiralia for 60 year.; before the first 
European set foot in the Mulga Lands. In 1847, Edmund 
Kennedy followed the Warrego River from its headwaters to 
south of present-day Cunnamulla (Beale 1983). Over a decade 
later, William Landsborough led one of four expeditions 
ostensibly in search of Burke and Wills but with a keen eye on 
the pastoral potential of the country. The last leg of his journey 
was through the northern Mulga Lan<ls and down the Wam:go 
River\Landsborough 1862). From the 1860s, pastoral settlement 
occurre<l alongside continued exploration. As Landsborough 
was 'exploring' the Warrego, Thomas Dangar had already 
established a station, whereas Vincent Dowling was laying 
claim to vast tracts of country to the south and west (Dowling 
1859-1863). Thus there were just 10 year.; between Kennedy' s 

expedition and the arrival of the fir.;t pastoralists. Within the 
next two decades, the pastoral frontier had enveloped nearly all 
of Queensland's Mulga Lands. 

Sources used 

Explorer journals, diaries of early pastoralists, property records, 
newspaper archives, historical documents and reports were 
searched for records of fires. The National Library of Australia 
(NLA 2015) has digitised a searchable record of Australian 
ncwspopers dating from 1805 to the mid-1950s, when copyright 
applies, and a limited number of newspapers post-1955 where 
the publisher's agreement has been given. Although state.wide 
newspapers The Quecnslander and Brisbane Courier were 
established in the mid-I 860s, papers covering western 
Queensland (chiefly the Western Star and Western Champion) 
were not established until the lare 1870s. The Trove database 
was searched using lbe advanced search mode for articles with 
the words 'mulga' and 'fire' appearing anywhere within them 
including tags and comments. The names of all towns in the 
Mulga Lands and the word 'fire' were also entered into the 
search engine. More than 90 articles contained information 
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abour bushfires in rhe study area and the corrected text was 
saved in Microsoft Word documents. All relevant articles were 
imported into NVivo software analysis program and coding 
schemes created. Microfiche copies of the Western Times and 
Cunnamulla Watchman were searched at the Queensland State 
Libr:iry for the wet periods 1956-1960 and 1974-1980. Long­
term land manoger.; and residents of south-west Queenslond 
were interviewed between 2012 and 2015 about their 
recollections and anecdotal knowledge of fires, which typically 
dated from the 1950s. 

For each fire documented, the approximate area of mulga­
dominated conununities burnt was inferred through vegetation 
mapping. local knowledge and details of fire location and 
extent contained in the historical record. Broad-scale clearing 
of mulya-dominatetl conununilies occurred in the eastern 
Mulga Lands from the 1950s, with the highest rates of clearing 
occurring in the past 20 years. Today. 71% of original mulga­
dominatcd conununities remain clnssified as remnant vegetation 
(defined under rhe Vegetation Management Act 1999 as 
vegetation covering more lhan 50% of the undisturbed 
predominant canopy, averaging more than 70% of the 
vegetation's undisturbed height, and composed of species 
characteristic of the vegetarian's undisturbed predominant 
canopy) (Accad and Neldner 2015). In the Mulga Lands, this 
typically translates to uncleared woodlands and shrublands, 
although individual trees and/or patches may have been cut or 
pushed for fodder. The Queensland Hcrbarium's pre-clearing 
Regional Ecosystem (RE) mapping was used for calculating 
area of mulga burnt for pre-1990 fires, before widespread land 
clearing. 

It should be noted that the sources for this study are limited 
10 the post-contact period of 1850, and significant mortality 
through diseases had already occurred in Aboriginal populations 
across Australia well ahead of tlic frontier (Reynolds 1995; 
Hunter and Cannody 2015). These major popularion declines 
may have disrupted popularions and their traditional land 
management practices for decades before the arrival of the first 
expJoren; and pastoralisrs. Not all fires would have been 
documented in newspaper articles, or recorded or remembered 
by long-tcnn property owners. However, large fire events seem 
unlikely to have gone completely unrecorded. Thus although 
our results are not a comprehensive documentation of all fires 
occurring between the 1860s and 2005, they present a reasonable 
history of major fire events. 

Fire scars (burnr areas) were mapped using satellite data 
from the North Australian Fire Information (NAFI) website for 
the year.; 2006-2014. This fire scar mapping is based on 
analysis of imagery from the Moderate Resolution Imaging 
Spectrorndiometer on NASA's Term satellite. The data are 
vector polygons derived from an image with a resolution of 
250 m per pixel and each polygon is tagged with tho month the 
fire was detected. The data extend across all of Queensland to 
29°S latitude, but hove not been validated by aerial and on­
ground transects south of20°. which includes the entire Mulga 
Lands (NAFI 2015). The 2011-2014 imagery was validated 
through phone calls to landholder.; and ground-truthing of 
more accessible fire scars; results indicated that the NAFI 
imagery detected >90% of large fires across the study area for 
1his period, and few false fires were mapped. 

J. L. Silcock t t al. 

The Landsat fire scar.; Queensland series is availoble from 
1987 10 2014 (Department ofSeience, lnformarion Technology 
and Jnnovarion 201 5). These datasets are statewide maps of fire 
scars as captured in a yearly series by all available Landsat 
imagery. In 1hese proLucts, on average, over 80% of fire scars 
captured in Landsat ii 1agery have been correctly mapped with 
less than 30% false fir ' rate (Goodwin and Collett 2014 ). These 
data were used to det :ct fires pn:ccding NAFI coverage of the 
study area (1987- 20C4), but were intcipreted with caution as 
it wa• produced tluough completely automated mapping with 
no editing or quality checking (Lisa Collett, pers. comm., July 
2015). Comparison of rhe 201(}-2013 unvalidated fire scars 
with the NAFl product revealed that nearly all smaller fires 
were false fires, and all fires < 1 km2 were removed, whereas 
interviews with landholders and local knowledge also revealed 
some of the la!Jler fires to be false. Non-fire-related groundcover 
ch•mges (e.g. along rivers due to flooding) were also removed. 
The results presented here are still likely to overestimate mulga 
fires between 1987 and 2006. 

These fire scar mapping products were projected to AJbers 
Australian MGA94 projection and overlaid with remnant mulga 
communities (defined as mulga-dominated RE mapped by the 
Queensland Hcrbarium; Table I). TI1c:se totalled -79 000 km2 of 
mapped remnant mulga. Fires that burnt in other ecosystems 
(e.g. grasslands, creeklines) were excluded, as were fires in non­
remnant (cleared) mulga. Area of each fire and total orea burnt 
per year were calculated in AreGIS I 0.0. 

Rainfall data for points on a 1-km grid spanning the 
Queensland Mulga Lands were obtained from the Queensland 
Government's Scientific Information for Land Owners (SILO 
2015) ond averaged for the study area. This average was used to 
derive a 2-year Foley's index (Foley 1957), calculated as acrual 
rainfall for 2 year.; preceding every month minus expected 
2-year rainfall divided by mean annual rainfall. This index was 
graphed to highlight conditions preceding major fire events 
(Fig. 2). Historical monthly and annual rainfall data from towns 
close to significant fire events from the Bureau of Meteorology 
(2015) were also examined. 

Results 

Over 140 references to fires in mutga country were located in 
the historical record >etwecn 1886 and 1980 (Appendix I). 
They indicate fire eve ts affecting between 3 and 10 propenies 
occurred in the early 1890s, 1904, 1911 and 1918. The only 
region-wide fire even'· occurred in the early 1950s with >100 
properties affected bet "ecn January 1950 and November 1951. 
Substantial fire events affecting 20-40 properties occurred in lhe 
late-1970s and between 201 1 and 2013. Smaller fires occurred 
infrequently between these times. It is often not clear from 
newspaper aniclcs what types of counny were burnt. but 
examinarion of historical run maps and vegetation mapping 
allows inferences to be made. 

Pre-pastoral fires 

There were no references to fire in mulga-dominatcd communities 
in the four explorer and early pasloralist journals examined: 
Edmund Kennedy and his second-in-command Alfred Turner 
in 1847 (both journals published in B.ealc 1983), William 
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Table 1, l\fulga..domlnaled Reglonal Ecosystems (RE) as mtpped by lhe Quttnsland llrrbariuM (2015) with brier drscrlpllon :md notes on fire 
occurrtnce since 1860 

Some sitniLlr ecosystems have b«n "'°upctl. ML• Mulga Lands biogeowaphic rtgion, Botanical nomenclature ACCording.10 Bostock and Hol!o.nd (:'.007) 

RE 

6.S.I. 6.5.2 

6.S.J 

6.S.5 

6.5.6, 6.5.7 

6.5.8, 6.5.14 

6.5.9 

6.S.10 

6.S.11, 6.5.13 

6.S.15 

6.S.18 

6.3.21 

6.6.1, 6.6.l b 

6.5.16 

6.7.9 

6.7.tO 

6.7.11 

6.7.12 

6.7.17 

Description (occurrence) 

Son muli;a 
1kado nn~11ra, Eurolyptu.~ populnm, E. mtlanop/1/olo open forest on 

undulaling &owhtnds or Qu:ttcmary sediment.a (~em ML) 
£11ralyptus pop11lnro, Al'tZrla a.ncuro:tErrmopJlila neltrlrcllil 

woodland wilhin A. aJ1tura communittcf (F:ir-et.ua-n ML) 
£1"0/)ptus popu/n('a:i:E. intrrtexlo +1-ActK'lo a11C'Uro +1-Callltrls 

gla11copll)'lln woodlilnd (Dellon an:J) 
Acacln onei1ro, Eucalyptus populnto (+I-£. Jntertt:na casr or 

Wanqo River) low woodland on ntlH>tl arcas(Small occurrences 
west of W:nugo, cxrensive co call) 

Acacia antt1m, Eur:alypttts populuea t I- Eremoplirln gifts II low 
woodland (Typical son mulga of wcstcm ML) 

Atac/n antura, Eucalypti,u populntn +/- £. mefanoplifoin shrubby 
low woodlAnd on Qu3temary scdimrnts 

Arorla on111ra +'- £1iro(•ptu$ popu/nra +I- Gm-Ill~ strlata. 
A. l!Utlsa. HoUa h"Ory1 low woodland on sand plains (MC>.'tly QSI 
or Wamso River) 

Acacia an•ura +/-Euc-al}ptus populntti (.._,,_ E. mclan<>-f'hloltt and 
Brac;ltyclr/1onpopr1/nou castofCharkvillc) low woodl.=ind on sand 
ploins (Cen!nkast ML) 

Aoon'n aneura, Eucalyptus populnro +1-En>moplrila s111rtil tall open 
dlrubbnd on sand pfaim (Hungerford ::irc.:a t along Bull,oo River) 

Acacia ontt1ro +/- F.uca~\'Pfut popuhtea • -£.mtlnnoplrlo/a +1-
Ercmoplilla mltclu:llil low open woodllmd on plnins (Ccn1rcd on 
Paroo Ri\'cr) 

Low duncficlds 
Acacia arituro,A. rxctlsaandlor Geijmi parvlfloro low woodland on 

low 1llu\·ial sand dunes (Son1h-cast ofCUMamul!a) 
Aralaynhon(gla11co•.'-Acaclaantura+l-Acnciaspp ... 1-corymblo 

rcnnlnali1 t.:111 open slvubbnd OD k>w dunes over ;i;Uuvium (North-­
west of Hungerford and Eromanga) 

Hmrdmul1:11 
Acotfo antura tmved with COl)""bin lcrminallt or C.blo~lt;i;ll open 

sJuubl&nd on Qu3tcmary sedimenlS (Nonh~wcstcm ML) 
ANJcln a11ct1ro +I-A, clMcoln +/- E"mophlla lntt"OMI l311 O(IC:n 

Mrubland on l'C$.idu3l~ (Extcm1ivc in west) 
Acucia ammra • ~Eucntyptus J>Opulnea !-Cor)'mbin tenniuolls tall 

shrubland on rcsic.J1.13ls (West of Warrcgo) 
Acacia aneura +/- E11exr~vptus cnmbog~na +l- A".1hozetla110 tall 

shrubl:md on rcs.id'J:i.ls (Far north-east) 
Acacia ancura +I- Eucalyptus populMn i .:.. £.mtlunopltfoia +l­

F.nmop/1//a gllr.slltlll shrub land on rcsldll41J (fl:ictrnsivc in west em 
::ind centr.al ML) 

ErlncJ1tt~mt1erono1aopcngrasslandwoodcdwi1hA('O('/aantt1raondf 

or Corymbla tnmlnalison plains or~ tops of rcsidu:1ls(Sc3Ucrcd 
in wctlcm >.-fl) 

Fire notes 

Big~southofMorvcnin J9Sl +smallcr201 l 6rn 

Some fi~ in IQSOs and 201 1-2012; c:ck:nfivcly 
clcorcd 

No fires OOc:umented 

Large att3.5 bunU in 1951, OCC3SionaJ fires Wt'Sl or 
Wancgo in 2011-2012: some cleared 

Some 1891-1892, 1918, 1950• end 20t2-2013 tires 
burnt in10 lhtse communilics 

F:sr north-ellSC much cleared; infrequently burnt 

L.ai-g_c artaS buml in 1951; no rec:cnt fires 

Some buml in 19SOs+some relatively large fun in 
2011-2012 

More fire prone lha.n most mulg:1 RE: fires in 1891, 
1950s, 1974 ond 2012-2013 

Some lires in nonh 

Few fi~ recorded 

19.SOs fires would h3vc burnt iomc of this country 
around Hungerford; no tll'C$ documented around 
Eromanp 

Generally nOI fire prone due lO low groundcovcr 

Some areas buml in soudM\'CSt in I 9SOs, 1970s and 
2012-2013 

Some burnt in 19SOs and sm:ill areas in 2011-2012 

Some snull fires in 19SOs :ind 2011-2012 

Gr.>des into 6.7.9; can bum ancr good years 

Landsborough in 1861 (Landsborough 1862) and Vincent 
Dowling's diaries between 1859 and 1863 (Dowling 
1859-1863). TI1csc journals encompass - ISOOkm travelled 
through mulga wo<Xllands, including in summer of 184 7 when 
Aboriginal people were firing the spinifex around Charlevillc 
and Cunnamulla. Vincent Dowling's diaries record country 
' all being bum!' on 13 June 1861. bul this was when !ravelling 
across floodplain country on the lower Warrego rather rhan in 
mulga. In areas tlml were regularly bum! by people, !his w3s 
noted by tl1c explorers (Vigilanlc 200 I; Silcock el a/. 2013). 

Thus, it seems that the mulga commumlles of western 
Queensland were not regularly burnt. IJowevcr, Tommy Green, 
'king of 1he Warrego blacks' ialkcd of devastating droughls 
and wildfires, probsbly dating 10 around !he 1850s (reported in 
lhe Brisbane Courier, April 22 1913, p. 6), indicating lhat 
occasional wildfires did occur. 

The first decades of pastoralism: 1860s-1900 

The first written reference to fire in Queensland's mulga 
counlry was found in Oxley ( 1987). who found property records 
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! ! ! ! ! ! ! 
1091-2 1904 1918 1050-11950-7 197&-s 2011-3 

I 
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~ 1 

-~ 
]" 
0 

~ ,~11~A,, 
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~ 
~ 0 

"' 

-1 

-2 

1890 1000 1~10 1920 1930 11140 19SO 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 

Year 

Flg. l. Twe>aye:1r Foley's drought index (uctual r.iinrall for 2 ycnrs preceding every monlh minus ex peeled 2·ycar rain ran divided by 
the mean :umual rainfall) averaged for the QueenslamJ Mulga Land!. Arrow11 denote fire events 3'Tecting >100 km1. Rain ran ttCOn1s 
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indicating 11U11 'thick mu Igo Md box' on Thurulgoorui-Bundaleer 
Run south-casl of Cunnamulla was burnt and killed in 1886. 
This sile is now on present-<fay Murra Muna, but no further 
details of !he fire are given. An article published in The Sydney 
Morning H.ra/d (20 December 1884, p. 16) described droughl­
strickcn country across nonh-westcm New South Wales, 
including 'sticks that once were mulga trees, now dead by fire 
or effusion of time'. 

The first large bushfircs spanning mulliple properties were 
recorded in the early 1890s, when 1arge areas of mulgn were 
burnt in 1he Cunnamulla and Tiiargomindah districls following 
cxlremely wel years in 1890-1891; in bolh years Cunnamullo 
received more than double its average onnual rainfall. 
Bushfires were reported on five properties in lhe Cunnamulta 
dislrict in January 1892 (West Australian, 15 January 1892, 
p. I). These would have burnt large areas of grassland 
along the Warrego River, and a correspondent who visited 
Coongoola north of Cunnsmulla in the winier of 1894 reported 
thal ' . .. mulga hos been largely deslroyed by lhe extensive 
fi res which prevailed some time ago, thousands and thousands 
of acres having been decimated' (Brisbane Courier, 4 June 
1894, p. 3). 

After leaving Coongoola, the s:ime correspondent travelled 
wesl 10 Thnrgomindoh, reporting thst 'From [Lake Ilindegolly] 
right on to Thargomindoh, the country is partly mulga 
(which. however, 10 a large ex1en1 had been destroyed by 
fire) .. .' This would refer to large fires in November 1891, 
which were reported to be raging on Boorara. Dyncvor 
Downs, Thargomind3h and Norley runs, BS well as on 

numerous properties in New Soulh Wales (Sydney Morning 
Herald, 13 Novemt :r 1891, p. 6). These fires fean1re in 
evidence tendered in rhe Lond Court between 1897 and 1899, 
and were centrnl 10 · I\ dispure regarding lease valuations for 
Norley and Thargon indah P•storal Runs, as reported in lhc 
Bn"shane Couritr and Tilt Quttnslander. The lessee, Mr 
F. W. Annytoge, aud 1he Crown witnesses lmd differing 
opinions aboul lhe condi1ion of !he mulgn and effects of 11\c 
1891-1892 summer fires. Mr Annytnge and his legal learn 
Slaled that 70-&0% of mulga had been killed and was not 
regenernling due 10 high rabbit and stock numbers, whereas 1he 
grass was nol growing on the burnt coun1ry (Brisbone Courier, 
8 Ck1ober 1897, p. 7). However, Crown witnesses esrimaled 
that only one-eighth of the mulga had been destroyed, Rnd 
mulga regcncralion and grass grow1h were actually improved 
by fire (The Q11ten.tlander, 30 July 1898, p. 232: Brisbane 
Cou1'ier, 11 August 1899, p. 7). 

The Thargomindah fucs were probably conlen1porancous 
with those which occurTCd south-eastofCuMamulla. which were 
reported in later Land Court hearings wi1h similarly divergent 
opinions about their effect on the counlry. On Yancho North, 
'there were large stages where the mu Isa had been burnt down by 
bu<h fires, with !he result lhat !he grass had been growing more 
vigorously and was more nutritious th~n before'. However, the 
manager of neighbouring Femlcc reported that 'the mulga hod 
been burnt by bush fires, and now there was a thick scrub of box 
suckers growing lhere' (Western Star, 3 March 1897, pp. 2-3). 
The remainder of lhc 1890s was dry and no funhcr fucs are 
reported. 



Fire history of Queensland's Mulga Lands 

1900-1950 

The period from 1900 to 1950 is chamcterised by infrequent 
bushfires, mostly restricted to between l ;;md JO properties, even 
though means or controlling these fires were rudimentary (e.g. 
Western Srar, IO December 1904, p. 2; Sunday Times, 4 
December 1921, p. 3; Bunning !933). Substantial areas ofmulga 
(-500-2000 km') were bum! in lhrcc fire events over lhis50-ycar 
period: south-ease of Charlevil!e in December I 904 and 
September-October 191 I and north-westofCharleville in 19 18. 
Other fires documented were restricted to one or two properties 
and burnt only small areas of mulga (Table 2; Appendix l ). 

ln December 1904, a wildfire bumc for 3 weeks on 
Tomoo, Clifton, Bendc:na and Cobbrum stalions north-<>ast of 
Cunmimulla. The Cunnamulla Watchman reported that there 
had been no stock on Tomoo for some dmc, and the grass was 
high and the mulga 'thick and dry' . This fire spread through 
predominantly muJga communities 10 Clifton and Cobbrum 
blocks some 80 km to 1he south-east, which were also unstocked 
(Western Star, I 0 De<:ember 1904, p. 2). Fires started by lightning 
on Gowrie, Dillalah and Murweh in the Charlcvillc <listrict 
(Western Star, 10 December 1904, p. 2) probably bum! some 
mulga, but other vegetation types are dominant on these 
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properties. A large wildfire on Norley and Ardoch nonh of 
Thargomindah in December 1906 (Queen.<land Times, 15 
December 1906, p. 8) probably burnt mostly floodplain country 
along the Bulloo River. 

Fires along Nebine Creek south-ens! of Charleville and 
between Morven and Charleville in Seplember-OclOber 1911 
(Sydney Moming Herald. 30 September 1911. p. 17; Northern 
Miner, 26 January 1912, p. 5) would have burnt <500km2 of 
mulga-dominnted vegetation. Large fires occurred on Auburn 
Vale west of Charleville in March 1918 (Brisbane Courier~ 7 
March 1918, p. 6) and on Ml Morris and neighbouring slations 
in November 1918. l11e latter was crowning through the mulga 
on Mt Morris and swept cast to Korcelah and Oak Park, more 
chan 80lan away. with 'beater.;' from Charleville refusing to 
work due to a pay dispute: 

'As the country is ht?avily timbered in places, the 
flames ascend overhead, and it is impossible lo control 
them. The fire swept across lo Koreelah and Oak 
Park .. . A number of beaters in the Charleville clislricl 
demand £3 per night, and on this befog refused, they 
would not go 0111· (The Farmer and Sell/er, 26 
November 1918, p. 4). 

T•blc 2. Major fire evrnts In multll~ominatrd communities (>SO km1 ofmu1ga-domln1tcd communities burnt), 1881),...prcscnt, bastd on newspaper 
•rchives, property records and interviews 

For details of fires and sources see Appendix I 

MontWycar Region Properties Mulga burnt Notes 
nffccled (km') 

1886 South--ost ofCunnamulla <100 Single tire, burnt mulga and box 
Dec. 1891 Th:irgomind:i.h 650 L:irge fires on Boorom, Dyncvor Downs, Norley 3nd 

Th~tgomintlah Runs 
Jan. 1892 CuMarnull:i 400 ~fostly J;r3iSland :.long Warrcgo River; inuli.;a burnt 

on Coongoola. Fcmlce and Yaneho 
Dec. 1904 North-east ofCunnamulla 2000 Burnt through unstocked mul~a and long gnus, from 

Tomoo to Cobbrum (-SO km) 
Sept,-()ct. 1911 South :l1ld easl ofCharlevillc 500 Along Ncbinc Creek 
Mar. 1918 We."t ofCharleviUe 200 Auburn Vale fire 
Nov, 1918 North-west ofChadevillc 1500 Burnt from Mt Morris to Oak Park (-80 km.), crowning 

through mulga 
Dec. 192t North-west of Adavalc 100 Fire on back of Milo 
Oci. 194 1 S1onehenge I 50 Fire in thick mulga on B;ircoomh 
Ian. 1950 Wy.mdra J3 800 E,'(tensive wildfires. inc:luding \V:urego gr::isslund 1:md 

mulga 
Ian. 1950 Adavale 400 Mulliplc but relatively small fires 
Dcc. 1950-Mar. 1951 North-west ofOuu-leville ti 1500 Four forge fires: two centred onAmbathaln. Rictirtoon! 

Guestling and lnkerm:m lo Cairns 
Jan.-Feb. 1951 Wyondra.Charlevllle 60 IOOOO Lnrgest fire cvcn1 in F.uropc:m history; details of 

propcrries and areas in Appendb< I 
Feb. 1951 Qui I pie 100 Centred on Comongln 
July-Nov. 1951 Morven·Ch;ulcviltc 20 2000 Series of fires, l:irgcs1 one ccntret.1 on Boalnun in 

Sept-Oct 1951 
Jan. 1957 Hungerford >S ISOO Le:ipt the NSW bonier and burnt north to OynC'\'Or 

Lnkes (- 100 km) 
1976-1979 Wynndra, Cunnamull:t and Quilpie -20 <2000 Fires recorded, but none on the scale of lhc 1950s 
Feb.-Mar. 2011 North-c:istcm Mulga l..'\nds 6 100 Series of mostly small fif'C'S. some deliberately lit 

l:i;rcest bumt 74 km2 

Aug.-Nov. 2011 Northern Mulga Lands, from Adavale 21 790 Mo$tlysmall fircsst:trtcdbytii;htning:lorgcst 162 km2 

to Mitchell (Koroctah); :lll fires >30km2 :iround Charlcvillc 
Oct. 2012-Jan. 2013 Cc-ntral ond western Mulga Lands 35 2000 Urger, higher intensity fires around Thargomincbh 

and west ofCharleviUe 
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These fires occurred on the back of exceptional rainfall in 
1917 and into early 1918 (Charleville recorded 856mm 
belween September 1917 and Man:h 1918). followed by the 
sudden onset of dry conditions (Bureau of Meteorology 
records; Fig. 2). II is dillicu!I IO reliably escimale lhe area 
of mulga burnt, but mapping all mulga communities on the 
atfecled scation" these fires could have buml up to 1500km2 of 
n10slly 'hard· mulga (RE 6.5.8 and 6.5.14; Table I). 

Westem Queensland did nol experience the huge 
conOagrations which engulfed ~le Bourke and Cobar districts 
of wescem New South Wales in November 1921 and January 
1932, in which -8000 and 12 000 km' were burnt (Sydney 
Stock and Station Journal, 8 November 1921, p. 11; Sydney 
Morning Herald, 13 January 1932, p. 13; Kerle 2008). In 
contras~ Queensland's mu lga fires during the I 920s-l 940s were 
localised and burnt only small areas of mulga (Table 2; 
Appendix I). A large fire on Milo north-west of Ada vale in 
December 1921 would have bum! a mixture of grassland and 
mulga (Cairns Posl, 14 December 1921, p. 2). Bushfires around 
Cunnamu11a in November 1922 (Cairns Post, 21 November 
1922, p. 5) and south-west of Thargomindah in February 1927 
(Townsville Dai(i· Bui/elin, 17 February 1927, p. 5) probably 
burnt mostly grassland, while bushfire smoke was mentioned 
around Charleville in Oecober 1928 buc no further details arc 
given (Bri.tbat1e Courier, 20 Ocloberl 928, p. I). In 1941, 12 000 
acres (48 km') of 'heavily timbered mulga country' on 
Bancoorah wcsl of Stonehenge were buml in a wildfire, 
which buml from Warbreccan up the weslem side of the 
Thomson River for-30km (The Morning Bulletin, 11 Occober 
1941, p. 4). 

1950s fires 

The 1950s were characterised by two periods of exception:1I 
sununer rainfall (fig. 2) and subsequent massive wildfires. 
Charieville and Cunnamulla experienced twice their annual 
average rainfall in 1949 and 1950, che lallerbeing the wcllesl year 
since 1890. Fires began in January 1950 between Charleville 
and Curu1amulla, with the National Advocate reporting chac 

'Men from homesteads ore fighting the fires with hags and 
branches and an urgent cal/for help is being sent out. The 
fires are reported to be sprendingfrom the Paroo River to 
the Warregoabout40milesaway. They have already burnt 
0111 thausands af acres ... • (3 January 1950, p. I). 

Over the next month, at least IO more fires broke out around 
Ada vale, Charleville and Wyandrn (fable 2; Fig. I). Some of 
these were subscantial, burning up to 100000 acres (400km2

) . 

Mr R. P. Healy of Queensland's Rural Fire Board warned thal 
conditions were similar to those experienced in t 91 s. which 
had been the last severe year ofbushfircs in western Queensland 
(S1mday Mail 18 June 1950, p. 2). It seems thal the general lack 
of fires in the fir.;t half of the 20th century had bred 
complacency, as the pnperreported that there were no firebreaks 
or bush fire brigades west of Nindigully near St George af lhis 
time. 

A fire on Ambathala north~west of Charleville in December 
1950 (Mornillg Bulletin, 30 December 1950, p. 4) heralded lhe 
smrt of a cacastrophic fire period. Between January and March 
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1951 an escimated seven million acres (28 300 km') were 
bumc in the Charleville, Adavale, Augachella, Cunnamulla, 
Thargomindah and Wyandra areas (Cairns Post, 23 July 195 1. 
p. I; Table 2). The fires were described in >50 newspaper 
articles in apocalyptic lnngunge, with descriptions of clouds of 
smoke. dead and burnt animals and vast traclS of scorched earth 
(Appendix I). 

The largest fires were centred on Wyandrn, with at lease 30 
separale fires reported in January and Februruy 1951. These 
sometimes merged into massive fire fmntsspanningupto 100 km, 
which burnt for weeks. Children were evacuated and businesses 
closed in Charleville to provide reinforcements for the hundreds 
of men who had been fighling fires for many days (Sytfn")' 
Morning Herald. 19 Januruy 1951, p. 3). Local grazier.; 
remember standing outside at night and seeing flames and 
smoke in all direclions (Peter Crook-King. pers. comm., April 
2012; Don Moody, pers. conun., June 2015). Aerial surveys in 
the aftermath of the fires revealed chat 62 properties were 
affected and some were almost completely burnt out. 

Although 1hcrc is no doubting the extent or severity of these 
fires, some newspaper articles were exaggerated or inaccurate 
and need IO be intetpreled wich care. For example, the Norihern 
Miner carried a report of a '90-mile [fire] front from 36 miles 
south of Charleville north-west co Conislon• ( 13 February 195 1, 
p. 1 ). Coniston is actually soulh.;oast of Charlcville, and the 
disL1nce between the locations is 55 miles. This is still a huge 
fire. but cautions against taking the figures of areas burnt 100 
lilerally. Taking a conservalion approach based on newspaper 
articles. interviews a.id vegetation mapping, l 0 000 km2 of 
mulga..dominated vef,clation may have been bumt in the 
Wyandrn districl in Ja uary-Febmary 1951. This is close to the 
2.S million acres of burnt mulga estimated by lhc Lands 
Minister Mr Foley afkr aa aerial reconnaissance (Courier Alai/, 
2 April 1951, p. 4). 

There were also fi:es north-west and west of Charlcville, 
north of Quilpie, west of Cunnomulla and between Hungerford 
and Thargomindah during these months (Appendix I). The 
lorgcsl of lhese burnt from the Vinegar Hill railway siding 40 km 
south-west of Charleville some 60 km north-west to Cairns 
and Warilda through a mosaic of hard (RE 6.7.12) and soft 
(RE 6.5.8) mulga country in Febn1ary 1951 F•ble 2). The 
following month, a wildfire bumllhrough 120 km encompassing 
five properties north-west of C.11arleville, a tom! discance of 
50 km. Barbara Marks remember.; fighting this massive fire 
wich only two small traelor.; and pieces of damp hessian and 
leother on sticks. It eventually stopped at tl1e Langlo River 
(Barbara Marks. per.;. comm .• April 2012). 

Following a dry winier, lhe fires began again July-August 
1951 to the south of Morven (Table 2; Appendix I). The largest 
fire burnt from the Balonne highway to Morven in 
September-October 1951, burning a tohll of 800 km2 over 
25 days, much of it mulga country (Pecer Crook-King, personal 
records). These fires were fanned by extreme weather 
conditions. as described by the Courier Mail: 

'Swirling dust s/orms /aS/ night blanketed 100000 
square miles of far sowh-westem Queensland. The1' sem 
bt1s!tfire.f leaping uwa.v from fire fighters and cut ,.;;;bility 
to a few hundred yards . . : (27 November 1951, p. I). 



Fi:e history ofQu=isl:uid's Mulga Lands 

The last of the large tires south of Morven occurred in early 
1952, by which rime an additional 1500 km2 ofmulga-dotninated 
country had been burnt (inferred from Peter Crook-King's 
personal records). There were also five large fires reported in 1he 
Cbarleville district in October- November 1951, which killed 
15 000 sheep (Townsville Dally Bulletin, 2 November 1951, p. 2) 
and smaller fires around Cunnamulla and Hungerford in August 
and October (Courier Mail, 20 August 1951, p. 3; Courier Mail, 
17 October 1951, p. I ; Queensland Co1111trylife, 21 December 
1951, p. 11; Appendix l). 

By 1954, the bushfire risk across south-western Queensland 
was reported to have cosed considerably (Cemral Queensland 
Herald, 16 December 1954, p. 24), although a couple ofsn~ill 
tircs occurred around Charleville. 111e Central Queenslo11d 
Herald rcportcd fires around Charleville and Cunnamulla nt the 
start of 1956, the largest of which burnt 24 km2 on Wallen north· 
west ofCunnamulla ( 12 January 1956, p. 29). whereas fires in the 
Cheepie and Quilpie districts in November 1956 burnt-20krn2 

(Appendix l ). 
In January 1957, following the wettest year since 1890 at 

Hungerford, a huge firc which had burnt over half-a-million acres 
(2000 km2) in New South leopt the dingo fence on the Queensland 
border and burnt uncontrolled into Currawinya,Moombidary and 
Zenoni stations lo the north of Hungerford. The Canberra Times 
(8 January 1957, p. I) reported that on Currawinya the fire had 
jumped breaks and was threatening the Moombidary homestead, 
mcaniny it had travelled at least 30 km. Part of the fire had burnt 
400 km at Zeaoni 40 km to the north-weSt, and the fires could be 
seen at stat ions SO miles away. The wildfire wns finally hnltcd 
at the Dynevor Lakes (loo Pike, pcrs. comm.), by which time it 
had burnt a distance of -100 km from Hungerford, probably 
including at least 1500 km2 of mu I go-dominated communities in 
Queensland. 111is is mostly rel•tively open mulga on snndplains 
and low dunes sometimes with an Eremophila..dominarecl 
underslorey (RE 6.5.15 and 6.6.1) and harder stunted open mulga 
(RE 6.7.9) gr:iding into Eriachne m11eronata grassland with 
scattered mulga (RE 6.7.17) (Table I). 

Based on the historical reconl and vegetation mapping. 
over 15000km2 ofmulg:i-dominntcd communities were burnt 
between January 1950 and December 1951. The fires were 
invariably reported in a negative tight, with grave concerns 
expressed about the loss of vnluable mulga fodder reserves (e.g. 
Courier Mal/, 2 April 1951, p. 4; Momi11g Bulleti11, 4 May 1951, 
p. 6), which had also been affected by fodder harvesting and 
dieback during the 1940s drought and was not regenerating in 
most arens (Queensland Country life. 10 October 1946, p. 4: 
28 November 1946, p. l ; 18 December 194 7, p. 11 ). A grazier 
reported that ' all the young mulga sent up by the heavy rains has 
been destroyed in the burnt areas .. .It will toke yenrs to grow 
again ' (77Je Courier Mail. 19 February 1951, p. 5). A scientific 
study found that day tires had killed large expanses of mature 
mulga, but in nreas burnt at night few trees were killed (Evcrist 
et al. 1958). No newspaper or scientific articles were found 
which perceived the fires as beneticinl. 

I 960s-2000s 

In the waJ:e of the 1950s fires. there was a shift away from 
reactive fire-fighting to octive prevention of fires. This goo! was 
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aided by the advent of large machinery to construct breaks. 
faster and more reliable means of transport and aeroplanes, 
which were able to 'spot' fires (Courier Mail, 14 Fcbrual)' 1951; 
Morning Bulletin, 4 May 1951). No references to fire were 
found for the 1960s which, with the exception of 1961-1962, 
was o decode of below-average rainfall across the study aren 
(Fig. 2). 

Fires occurred through the central and western Mulga Lands 
following the wet summers of the mid-1970s (Fig. 2), but were 
able to be controlled quickly and effectively relative to the 1950. 
(Bean Schmidt, pers. comm., April 2013: Barbara Marks, pers. 
comm., May 2013). Western Queensland did not experience the 
huge wildfires of central nnd south-western New South Wales, 
which burnt 40 000 km' in December 1974 and January 1955 
(Wilson and Mulhara 1979). A fire north-east of Quilpie in 
December 1974 burnt 7000 acres (-30km2) of mostly hard 
inulga interspersed with Eriaclwe mucronata grassy ridges 
(Western Times, 12 December 1974, p. ! ). Bushfires occurred 
around Cunnamulln in November and Occernber 1976, burning 
out mon: than 1200km2 of 'gra.<Sland and mulga' fanned by 
wild stormy conditions (Cunnarnulla Watclrman, 17 November 
1976. p. 4; 8 December 1976, p. I). Newspapers carried 
warnings about the 'novel' wildfire risk due to the body of grass 
resulting from good seasons. with the Watchman reporting: 

'Some .round organlrat/011 of the Bush Fire Brigades in the 
distrirl kept most of the fires to a minimum, with rhe 
exception being afire east o/Cunnamulla whiclt covered 
an area of 121500ha ... Brigodes ... are in tlte best 
organised condition in tlle!r ltlstnry . . . It is re/resiting 10 

rtport sound preparednn.t In an area which.for 1'Qriow: 
reasons. has not suffered .tevere fire damage for many 
seasons' (Cunnamu//a Watchman, I February 1978,p. S). 

United Graziers Association general secn:tory Arthur 
Stephens called summer fires 'the scourge of the pastoral isl'. and 
the Westem Times (21 December 1978, p. 5) canied a warning 
thot grnziers would be liable for dnmage to neighbour's property 
and pasrure if they did not take 'prompt and efficient' action to 
extinguish a fire. There were later fires nround Wyandra in 
1979-1980 during dry conditions, but lhese were mostly 
contained and burnt relatively smnll areas. A wildfire on mulga 
sandplains near Eulo in 1979 is documented by Evenson and 
Connolly (1992). 

Satellite imagery from 1987 to 2004 is uncorrected and mnny 
'false fires' are mapped (sec Methods). Nevertheless, only Stnatl 
sporadic fires occurred in remnant mulr- with 1991 being the 
only year where apparently >20 km of mulga-dominated 
communities were burnt (Table 3). From 2005--20 I 0, the data arc 
corrected. There were no fires between 2005 and 2008. whereas 
2008 and2009 saw I 0 small fires in the farnorth-east oflhe Mulga 
Lands. However, no fires burn! considerable areas of mulga in the 
period 1987-2010. Even including the 'false tires' only 169 km2 

or 2% of remnant mulga was burnt in this 23-year period. 

20 I 0 to present 

The year2010 was the wettest since the 1950s across the Mulga 
Lands, and the wettest yenrsince 1890 in the north (Fig. 2). There 
were small fires in the far north-east of the Mulga Lands in 
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T•blt J. Fitts In mulg:a..clomlnated com1nuulrle1. Quernsl•nd. mapped from saltllllt lmrtcery (1987-2014) 
The 1987-2004 dat'J. a~ uncom:ctcd und includes some 'false fires' (sec Mclhods) 

Year Number or Arc.o.bumt. 
ms detected km' 

19117 0.00 
l9SS 3.73 
1989 10.29 
1990 15.23 
1991 27.8 
1992 o.oo 
1993 2.36 
1994 0.00 
1995 3.59 
1996 17.34 
1997 2.48 
1998 0.00 
1999 18.03 
2000 13.72 
2001 11.63 
2002 H I 
2003 0.00 
21m 4.91 
2005 2.59 
2006 0 
2007 0 
2008 18.55 
2009 14.SI 
2010 0 
2011 41 894.31 
2012 SS 1782.96 
20t3 19 335.98 
2014 6 28.07 

February-March 201 I, which burnt - IOOkm2 of mulga. 
Following good late summer rain and a dry autumn and winter, 
altt!OSt 800 km2 of mulga wa• burnt between September 2011 
and the firstsummer rnins in December 201 1 and January 2012, 
mostly in the Charleville aren (Table 3). These fires were mostly 
caused by lightning strikes, but some were deliberately or 
accidentally lit. All fires were patchy at vnrious scales, and 
even diurnal fires tendod to pull up within 50-60 m where 
mulga density incrensed. Where it d id bum through thick mulgo, 
it did not usually get hot enough to kill mature trees (J. Silcock, 
unpubl. data). 

On the back of n dry winler~spring period, a series of hot 
wildfires occurred through lhecentrnl and south-western Mulga 
Lands in spring-summer of2012- 2013. Almost 80 fires were 
mapped in mulga-dominated communities, burning -2000 km2, 
mostly in December 2012 (Table 3). These fires were typically 
of high intensity, with one crowning through hard open mulga 
on stony ridges and leaping the Hungerford-TI>argominclnh 
road in October 2012. These fires, along with spectacular 
pictures, were reported in newspapers and television reports 
across Austrnlia, and killed >80% of mulga trees (J. Silcock, 
unpubl. data). The total area bumt in 2011-2013, the only 
significant tire event in the past40 years, was3040 km2(3.8% of 
remnantmulga-dominated communities). Since February 2013, 
there have been only scattered small fires in mulga communities, 
as the grnundcover returns lo the low levels typical of dry 
seasons. 

Mronfi11::u-ca Months 
(range), k:m2 

n/a n/a 
1.87 (1.03-2.7) Nov. 
2.06 (l.@-3.51) Jan.-Mar., Dec. 
1.90(1.17-2.93) Scpt.--Occ. 
6!14 (1.1-23.6) Ja.n,. Dec. 

nl• 
2.36 Mar. 
n/o .. 

1.80 ( 1.4&-2.1 1) Jan., Dec. 
4.34 (1.3&-7.84) Feb.- Mor., Dec. 
1.24 (l.14-1.34) Aug., Dec. 

n/a n/a 
4.34 (l.3&-7.8'1) Feb.,OcL 
2.74 (1.22-4.68) Jan., Nov. 
VJ (l.23-5.27) Feb., Sc:pt.-Nov. 

2.41 Jan. 
n!a n/a 

4.91 Dec. 
2.59 April 

"' n/a 
n/a nl• 

3.71 (0.35-9.02) Oct-Nov. 
2.90 (l.04-S.SI) Oct.-Dcc. 

n/a n/n 
21.81 (0.2lH62.32) Feb .. Aug.-Nov. 
30. 74 (2.06-166.03) May- Dec. 
17.68 ( l.91-t04.~2) Jan.-Fcb., May. Oct-Dec. 
4.68 (l.2S-17.S2) J1n.-5cp1. 

Disrussion 
Our results clearly demonstrate that fires are not a regular feature 
of mulga communities in south-western Queensland, and 
arise following unusual w~thcr events. fire events affecting 
multiple properties occurred in 1891-1892, 1904, 1911 and 
1918, 1950-1951, 1956-1957 and the 1970s. The total area 
burnt in all fires documented between pastoral settlement in the 
I 860s and 1949 is esrimnted at 6000 km' (or 7% of pre-clearing 
mulga extent) across 30-40 properties (T•ble I; Appendix l). 
The only wildfires since pastoral settlement which burnt a 
substantial area of mulga nt a regional scale occurred between 
January 1950 and November 1951, affecting -90 properties in 
the Wyandra-Chnrleville-Morvco :ttta and a further 15 nonh­
west of Chnrleville. Including later fires in 1956-1957, most 
notably oorth of Hungerford. a tota l of 16 000 km2 or - 200/0 of 
pre-clearing mulga-dominatcd communities burnt during the 
1950s. The summer fires experienced between 2011 and 20 I 3 
seem to have been of a similar extent and intensity to the 
1891- 1892, 19 1 I and possibly the 1970s fircs, but affected 
larger areas than the 1904 and 1918 fires. Fire regimes have 
changed to the extent that, once ignited, fires since the 1950s 
httve burnt smaller areas due 10 improved ability~ both proactive 
and reactive, to conta n them. 

/\II fire events, w th the exception of 1904, occurred with 
the onset of dry con 1tions following at lcnst 2 years of well 
abovc·:ivcragc sumr .. er rainfall, which prM Klcd sufficient 
groundcover, prcdorr.inantly grasses, to carry fire. The 1904 
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event was a single wildfire. which burnt through unstacked 
propen ies afler the worst drought on record (Fig. 2) - which 
killed extensive areas of mulga (Anon. 1903) - had been broken 
by 670 mm of rainfall during !he previous 12 months. These 
results confirm that fire occurrence in mulga communities is 
strongly dependent upon unusually high groundcover following 
irregular high-rainfall periods (Dawson el al. 1975; Hodgkinson 
2002; Turner et al. 2011 ). 

ls it possible that in the pre-pastoral landscape without 
livestock and much lower densities of native herbivores 
(Silcock et al. 2013) and a more open vegetation structure in 
some areas (Witt et al. 2009) fire could have been more 
prevalent? The assumption of frequent pre-pastoral fires, 
whether deliberately lit or started by lightn ing, is not supported 
by the explorer or early pastoralist record or our knowledge 
of mulga fire history in areas of central and \Vestem Australia 
where pastoralism is not pervasive (Kimber 1983; Fox 1986; 
Start 1986). Fires in rnulga communities arc naturally rare 
and pastoral management has not, on the whole, created 
the contemporary fire regime. Assertions that fires ·swept 
through' and •cleaned up· vegetation on a regular basis, such 
as were made during the 190 I Royal Commission (Noble 
1997), are patently false. Fires can only bum appreciable areas 
of these narurally low-productivity communities in exceptionnl 
seasons. For most of the time, even in the absence of grazing, 
herbaceous fuel loads are insufficient and too patchy to carry 
fires . After above-average summer rainfall , fuel loads of 
between 0 .39 and 1.31 tonnes per hectare were recorded at 
three central Mulga Lands exclosures protected from grazing, 
including mncropodc;, for lhc past 25 years (Fcnsham et al. 
2011 ). 

As in other semiarid environments, the passage of fire 
depends on exceptional antecedent rainfall to produce sufficient 
fuel rrutSS and spatial continuity (Swetnam and Betancourt 1990: 
Veblen et al. 1999; Grissino-Mayer et al. 2004; Krawchuk and 
Moritz 2011 ; O'Donnell er al. 20 l I , 2014). Extreme weather 
conditions (high winds and low humidity) are also required to 
fan large hot fires, due to the inherent spatial patchiness of fuel 
loads even in good seasons. Our fire history suggests that one­
third of the total area of mulga-dominatcd communities in 
Queensland has burnt since pastoral settlement (more than 
150 years). However, some areas are very unlikely to bum due 
to inherently low or patchy groundcovcr even after exceptional 
rainfall, notably the low dunefields and sandplains in the south­
east of the Mulga Lands and groved hard mulga in the north­
west (RE 6.3.21, 6.5.16 nnd 6.7.12; Table I). Othernreas appear 
multiple times in the fire history, notably around Wyandra 
(1904, 1911, 1950s and 1970s). north-west ofCharleville (1918, 
1951, 2011-2012) and the Thorgomindah district ( 1891, 195 1, 
1957, 2012-2013 ), encompassing more open mulga with poplar 
box and open shrublands with perennial grassy groundlayers 
dominated by Erlachne mucronata ± E. helmsli ± Amphipogon 
caricinus (Table 2). Nevertheless, even the most fire-prone 
sites have only burnt a maximum of three times in the past 
l 50 years (suggesting a fire relum interval of -so years), 
whereas two-thirds of mulga communities have not burnt since 
pastoral scnlemcnt. This is a much lower frequency than 
previous estimates of average fire returns in mulga-dominated 
communities of -30 years (Prcssland 1982; Hodgkinson 2002). 
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Conclusion 

Close examination of the historical record shows that fires in 
mulga-dominated communities rue infrequent events requiring 
specific climatic sequences. and have burnt relatively small 
are~s since pnstoral settlement. We cannot say definitively the 
ex lent lo which J 50 years of pastoralism has limited opportuni1 ics 
to bum. through reduced fuel loads and increased sh rub and 
tree densities in some areas particularly since the 1950s (Witt 
et al. 2009). However, available evidence suggests that fires only 
occur after exceptional seasons. This finding is consistent with 
semiarid regions around the world (Swemam and Betancourt 
1990; Grissino-Maycr et al. 2004; Krawchuk and Moritz 201 1) 
and in Australia (O'Donnell et al. 20 14; Gosper et al. 2016). 
Vegetation communities that bum more frequently occur in 
higher-rainfall environments nndlor have vegetation that 
promotes build-up of highly flammable litter, bark or dead plant 
material (Noble eta/. I 9SO; Allan and Southgate 2002: Feldcrhof 
and Gillieson 2006; Murphy et al. 2010). Given the constraints 
of climate on fuel loads in mulga-dominatcd communities, fires 
at intervnls greater than 3~50 years seem unlikely, even with 
destocking and macropod suppression. Sweeping continental 
narratives reinforcing the ccologica1 importance of frequent 
fires (e.g. Flannery 1994; Gammage 201 1) are not applicable to 
low-productivity, dry ecosystems such as the mulga-dominated 
vegetation of eastern Austn'llin where fire events are limited to 
infrequent and exceptional circumstances. 
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Appendix 1. Rtfertncu to fires in Quffnsland's Mulga I.ands found in historiC21rttord.1847-1960. in chronological order ~ 
Firc5 which burnt >50km

1 
ofmulg:i..dominated cooummities arc bolded. The$C cvenlS are mapped in Fig. I and summarised in Table 2. All newspaper articles prior to 1957 were areessed rhroug.h the 

~-Nolional Library of Australia Tro"·c website (NLA 201 ~); later newspaper articles are held at the Queensland Slate Library 

~ Month Year Property/on:a lat. ("S) Long. \'EJ Soun:c Details Rough area 2, 
of mulga 0 

bwnt (km') ~ Nov. 1847 South ofC'harlcville -26.517 146.1 19 Edmund Kennedy, in Be;ile Aboriginal people burning grass on the 0 !' 
( I 33) floodplain/poplar box woodl3tld a long :: 

Warrego River or r;pinifc...~ further back :;:: 
from river 

~ Nov. 1847 South-<a.SI of C'unnamulla -28.716 145.930 Edmund Kennedy. in Beale Probably spinifcx (Triodin margi11ato) 0 
(1983) grass fires i:: 

?'! <.1850s Chadt\o·ille area -26.407 146.244 Brisbane Courier. 22 April Tommy Green, Aboriginal cider, n ~ 
1918, p. 6 remembers devastating drought and 

nst wildfire in Charlcvillc district 
sometime around 1850s 

June 1861 Lower Wa~o. Fords -29.686 145.433 Dowling (18)9-1863) Commented that 'country had :ill bet-n 
Bridsc distric1 burnt' along lower Warrego River: 

Mar. 1881 Norley. ThaJ];;omindah - 27.432 143.611 
probably mostly floodplain 

Quec-nslander, 19M3rch 1881, 'Bush on lire to I~ north' [of Norley] .,, 
p. 366 

Dec. 1884 Bourke district -30.095 145.943 Sydney Morning Herald, Lon& article describing drought-.stricken -
20 December 1884. p. 16 country 3cross north·weslcm NSW. 

including 'sticks that once were mulga 
trees, now de:id by fire or effusion of 
time.' .. 1886 Thurulgoona. -28-'81 146.776 O>ley (1987) T hick mulg:a and box burnt and ki lled; <100 

Cunnamulla s11mc art-! not burnt In 195Dli 
Dec 1887 South-east of Bourke -30.662 146.419 Wagga Wag.ca Advertiser, A bu1h fire wh ich had been raging soutfr ?? 

24 D«emb<r 1887. p. 5 c:ist from [Bourke] for S<1mc days w:is 
extinguished by the rain 

?'! 1887 Boorara, HungetfonJ - 28.657 144.384 Brisbane Courier, 12 October Evidence tendered to Land Court: 'There ?"! 
1897. p. 7 w3s no big fires before 1887. Jt took the 

country a long time lo improve a Rer a 
fitt.' 

?? 1890. Genml("'estcm n/a n/a Bunning, in Courier Mail Rcxollectionsofl:irgcbushfires in 1890s 1? 
Queensland) 20 September 1933, p. 20 following $oodscas:ons + description of 

mctho& used to fight them ~ No"·· 1891 Boorara, Hune,erford -28.657 144..184 Sydney Morning Herald, Big Rm ragi ng. on lhcse stations, as wtll See below 
~ 13 No\o"tD1ber 1891, p. 6 :ts orhtn to the sourh and west 
~ Nov. 1891 Norley, Thari;omlndah -27.615 143.773 S)'dney Morning Ht'rald, Sig firts raging on thne stations, as well Stt belott· .. 1J NoHmber 1891, p. 6 as othtrs to the south and wtst ii. 

NO\-'. 1891 Tharuomindah Slatlon - 28.085 143.905 Sydney :vtornlng Hent1d, Big fire! r.3gi ng oo these sta1io ns, as well See below :;. 
13 Nonmber 1891, p. 6 as others to rhe south and west 

l ~ov. 1891 Dynen1r Downs, - 28.086 144..156 SydDt')' Murnint:, Herald, Big Otts nic,ing un 1h1:sc ft::atlu ns, as well Stt below 
Tbargomiodah 1J !'\o"·cmbcr 1891. p. 6 as others to the south and west 

(ccmri11ucd flf'Xt pagt>) ~ 

Appendix 1. {romi1med) 
... 
:!i: 

Month Year Prope.rt)'.'area 1.a1. 1•sJ Long. (°E) Source Dciaib Rough a.rca 
ofmulp ;;l 

bum1 (l:nl) ~ 

"' a 

~O\', :'lorJey, Thl'rgomindab -27.615 BrisbAnc Courier. 20~ 
~ 

1891 143.773 'The ftrH which injured the mutga "'ere .. 
~ 

8 Octob<r 1897, p. 7 in the end of 1891, when over 80 per "' ctntoflhe bush <nas burnt on Norley, :;. . 
and -70 per cent on Tbargomindab. ~ The mulga had nol r«o,·cred, aod in 
his opinion nenr "'·ould. Young: 
mulga \\as not springing up O\'f·fng to 
the w:1nt ofse:uonabfo r:'lins, :ind 
,,..ould not spring up undl the stock 
'ras t11!iedorr. Therabbits,to~kcptlt 
back.' 

No"-. 1891 Thargomindah Statton -28.085 143.905 Brisbane Courier, . . • -70 per cenl (of the bush bu rnll on 1~0 

8 October 1897, p. 7 Thargomindah. As abo,·e. 
~o"t·, 1891 Norlty and -28.085 14~.905 Brisbane Courier, .since lthe best seasons kno"' nj there .. 

Th:irgomiodah 11 Oclohl'r 1897, p. 7 had been dtstrurcion oftbe mulga by 
Stations, fire and lhc lnftux of rabbits •. . There 
Thargomind::i.h "'·as :1 dispute as to th~ area or mulga 

dtstro~td. and Mr. Gibson 
tipproriht.:ttcd it at onc-ciehth. but 
Mr. Powell, a Der a \'lsit ora rewday~ 
said that nurlyall om wasdcstroyt d. 
That was an extraordinary 
contradiction. (Mr. Po"'·rll: ' I ~11s 
IMng there whtn It was burnt.') l'he 
only wa:r the mulga rould be killed 
l'nS b)' a lire in hf'11'')" grass: 

~ov. 1891 Boon.ra, Hungerford -28.657 144.384 Brisbane Courier, Had ban")· fires on tht run in 1891, a.-od .. 
11October1897. p. 7 some or II had never reco"·ered 

~O\o", 1891 East ofThargom1ndah - 28.020 144.017 Brisbane Courier, 4 June From (Lake Bindcgo llyJ right on to 300 
1894, p. 3 Thargomlndab, the country is partly 

mulga (whkb, howenr, to a largt 
t-dtnt had bttn dtstro)fll by ftrt .. 

Jan. 1892 Coongoola. Cunnamulla - 27.652 145.824 \\!~tAustralian, 'Dush.fires . . . have done much damage to 
15 Janu.:uy 1892, p. l the fences· : large :ircas of grassl.:ind 

along Wam:go Rh-·cr but also 
app:m:nlly burnt large areas of multot 
(sec below) 

Jao. 1892 Coongool:1, Cunnamulla -27.652 145.824 Brisbane Courier. ·unfortunar~ly mulga h:lS bttn largely 400 
,... 

4 June 1894. p. 3 destroyed by the extensive fl res" hkh r 
"' prt¥ailcd somt time ago. thousands [ and thous1ods of acrn: hning been 

dtdmared.' '! 
11.. 



1111. 1892 Clwlotte Pbins, -28.077 146.180 West Australian. IS 1o.nuuy AJ 1bove: probably burnt flooded 10 
.,, 
~j" 

Cun=null.o 1892, p. l counlry t possibly some mulga ridges 

i )M. 1892 Wcclamum, CunnimuUa -28.220 1-16.209 West Austnlian, IS January As above; liulc mulg.a on Wetlamum 0 
1892. p. 1 .;i 

Jan. 1892 Bunc!31etr. Cunnamulla - 28.665 146.lSI W~ Austnlian, 1$ Jtnuuy As above; Jinle mulga on Bundalm 0 s. 
1892, p. I /0 

Jan. 1892 Thun.ilgoona.. CuM:unulla -28.711 145.922 West AustnJian. JS J:muuy 'Dushtil"C$ •.. have done much damaJ;c 10 10 l 1892, p. 1 the fences'; largtarns of smsland and 
spin.ifi:x + mulp in ~st of origirW Run ~ ?! 1890s Y .. cllo Nor1b, Bolian -"8.l~J 147.:ZS4 \\-'ntcm Star aod Roma IL•od Court bnriacon YlltDt boNortbl: 100 

Ad\·trtinr, 3 Marth 1S97 · .. . The back country was all alike. ~ 
tht rr l.-Crt' laf'C<' staCH whtrT the ~ 
mul:a h:td been burnt dol't11 by bush Ii" tlrts.. l'tith the result that the enss had 
bttn eroMing mo re \·li:orously a nd 

s;-
WJH more- nutritious than bt'forc.' 

?? 1890s Fcrnltt, Bollon -28.272 142.036 WC!iirern Star and Roma M•nager ornc-lghbourlng Pcntlcc h11d a 100 
Advertlstr, 3 Marth 1897 dlfTereat vtew or thtse flres: 'The 

mul~a had been burnt by bush ftres, 
and now there "'·as a thick scrub of 
box suckers growing the~.' 

Dec. 1904 Tomoo, soutb-t'asl or - 27.095 147.367 W csltrn SI.tr and Rom:. "During the past thr tt \\ttks :1 tlrt has 1000 
Cb1rle:vWc Adnrliu-r. 10 Dttcrnb<'r btta raging 011: Tomoo stadoo, oa 

l~p.2 v."hkh place tbcrt has btto no stock 
for some time, and the gran: is 
tonsequtnfty 'cry high. The mule• it 
altD thick •nd dry: 

Dee. 1904 cnnon. '°uth-t:ast or -27.592 1146.720 \\'"estcm Star and Roma 'The fttt sprnid from Tomoo lo CU non. 700 
Charlnllle Ad,·ertist-r, 10 DKtmbcr Bendtna and Ronna Vonna stations. 

1904, p. 2 On Thursday day night l•st the fire •I 
CUflon (~80 miles from CunnamuUa) 
UlUSI have been , ·ery fierce, ar the 
, 1arcwas seen by many townspt0plt. 
Tb<' couotry at Clinoa "bcrc tht' flrc 
Is burning Is composed of dry mutg-a 
and Iona d:ry gfll"-' 

Dtc. 1904 Cobbrum blo('klt south· - 27.603 146.423 Wutem Sbr and Ron1a ' II ls rtportC'd in town that the ft.rt: h.as 300 
nst or Cbnlc,·mc Advertiser~ 10 DcctmbC'r Jprrad to the Cobbram Blocks 

1904. P• 2 (lkadtoa), l'tbich an: unuodced. 1nd 

~ "bne thtrt is gr.us - ln. hi.:h. Tbtrt 
arc also sn·tt11J othtr rim round il' 
about . . . ~ 

Dec. 19().1 Gowrie. Ch::r.rlevillc - 26229 146.3 15 Wcs1em Star and Roma Gowrie stalion. near Charlc\illc, on fare 20 ~ Advcrliser, 10 December " 1904, p. 2 ~ 
(ronti1111eJ fltXl pagf") ~ 

~ 

§ 

Apptndlx 1. (L··,mrfm1ed) ~ 
Month Year i'rop<'flylon:a Lat. ('S) Long. (•EJ Source Del ails Rough area 

or mulga >I 
buml(km2

) 
. 
il' 
~ 

Dec. l!X)l Dill.alah--Murwch, -26.858 l4S.9JJ W~tc:m Star and kom3 ' .. .:also Oil lolah and Murwdi. lho lalt<fo( 30 
~ 

~ 
C1ur~mo Advertiser, JO Ot-ceml:-cr which ;, supposed to h:we been caused ... 

l'»I, p. 2 by lightning. All •Ulcmpts 10 extinguish :;. 
the conOtgr.l:lions on Dillalah i nd ~ 
Mwv.-ch have been futile, and rht sheep ~ 
hJ\ c been mustered and removed out of 
dangeT. Some of the fires in the 
Charleville dlsttict were extinguished 
on Sunday lost through 1hunders1onns.' 

Dec. 1906 Norley. Th.:ugoinindah -27.709 143.892 Queensland Times. Bu mt hundred$ or miles of grass O\ 'Cf 10 
15 Dce<mber four days; burning towards Ardoch; 
1906. p. 8 probably }lr.ISSland fires ' Ion& Bulloo 

River 
Feb. 1907 Dill.olah. Clwl<-I illc -26.857 146.032 Wcsicm Star, 23 February 500 miles or country buml; probably 20 

19CJ7, p. 2 includint; some muJga 
S<pt. 1911 Yarnwo°"". Cholrk-villc -26281 146.371 Sydney Momin~ Herald. Utir bushfire on rnumcd ponion or 30 

29 Scplember 19 11, p. I YDn':IY.onga: probably bwnt socnc 
mulp 

Sept. 1911 Ularunda. Monen -26.787 147.051 S~ dMy f\foming Hcratd. •. Josi Oltr 200 shttp+emus runn int: 50 
30September191 1. p. 17 nound blind ud badly burnt 

StpL 1911 Boahn1n/CURon, J Oalba -27.267 146.905 ~·dnty ftforaiog Herald, "Immense are:as of grass ..,.tn dtslro)' td 400 
cast of CharlC\UIC JO Srpttmb<r 1911. p. 17 on Roatrnirn, Oinon and other 

st.ttlons on Ncblnc Crtek . . .": largt 
expanses ofmulga in l hls counfr)' 

Oct. 1911 Upper WDrreso River - 25.767 146.734 M;iilland Weekly Mercury. Scvmil larce bush llrcs arc r.iging up 1hc 
21 October 1911. p. J W:irrcgo. at Burrcndah. Nh·c Downs. 

and ot.hC'f pla«s: littlt mulp on t~:w 
properties 

Oct. 1911 Ali rt Do" ns. Mon en -25.767 146.734 No rthern 1\fo1.tr~ 26J:inuary Bush fires brokt: out bch\ttn ~o 
1912, p. 5 ICb:tr'lt'\illel and Mon""t"n, tra\ rllinc 

fh•c mlks ,.. idc on the AD('t Oown1 
and Autboring_a boundary right 
a loncslde the Wtstt rn nilway tlot. 
The 6.45 dawn mail train pusf'CI 
lhrough a rurnatcof .fkc. A good dnl 
of railway fence was burnt and many 
square miles orroung mulca wen 
destroyed. St,:eral otbt r bush ftrH ,... 
are burning in the dci.nlfy ofMon·cn. r 

Dec. 191J Alice Downs, Mor.·cn -26.414 146.889 Caprieomian, 6 Deccmlx'r 'A l:nxe bushfi~ burning along lhe 10 "' 
1913, p. 34 railway .. .about Alice Downs"; ~ 

poa:sibly buml some mulp "" !'! 
l!-



Dec. 1913 Bt!Y.•ttn Y1nonvale and -26.5)4 146.206 CapriconUan. 6 D=mbtr ·~ bushfim raging oo merve about 0 ~ Owlcville 1913, p. 34 10 miles up the nail>A-ay ... ' (10 milts 
2: IOwuds Yanonovalc is the old 

! Trucking R~. dominated by 
spinifa) 

t 
Dec. 1917 Ml Monis, nonh-~esi -25.756 145.566 C1pricomian. l 5 December Coming ia from the north oflbc Run: fU'C 30 

ofCharlcville 1917, p. 21 ITT>nt th= mil" and ~ n high: 
utinguisbcd by a storm the 
following d;iy; would have burnt 50mc 
mulga 

:'tllrch 1918 Auburn Vale. wa t -26.446 145.752 BrislHm~ Co1Jrltr, Mmrcb 1..-arce busbflrt; " ·ould line burnt 200 3: 
orCharle'1Uc 71918,p.6 mostly mulga ~ :'<lov. 1918 Mt )!orris. north·Wf:Sf -25.636 145.389 Caprkon>IH. 2 Nonmbcr U&ablc to be cxtingllishfd on )ft Morris 130 !i or Ch11rlC11Uc 1918, p. 34 and beading lowards Listowel 

Donns: nould h:a,·e burnt large arras "' ormulga 
Nov. 1918 Walla!, south of - 26.600 146.1 73 ()iprioomian, 2 No\cmbcr No further details 

Charlcvill..: 1918, p. 34 
No't·, 1918 Mt ;\1orrls. north-nest -25.810 145.570 Jo'armer antJ Settler, · ~~xtenshe bush-fir-ts han " 'ept O\-tr 130 

ofChnrle,iUe No, ember 261918. p. 4 Mount Morris aad 011kwood 
sh1tfon~ Wade'5 stlttrion511Dd otbt r 
g.razlng farm5 IP tbe Charlrville 
district, As the country is htavily 
timbt'Rd In plattS, tht H1nucs ut'cnd 
onrbcad. and It is impossible 10 
c-ontrol lhPm.' This 6rt \o\OUld hnc 

NO\'. 1918 Oa~·ood, nor1lt~"·nr -25.678 146. IJ5 
burnt predomin~atly mulga 

Farmu and Stt11tr. As abono 300 
ofCbar1t\'illt Novtmbt'r 26 1918., p. 4 

Nov. 1918 Wadtholmt, north·~at -25.678 145.856 Fanntr and Stttler, As abo\ t 250 
of Charlt\'illt No' tmbt'r 26 1918., p. 4 

Nov. 1918 Korttlah, aorttt.wnt -26.032 14$.868 Farran and Strtlt:r, "The fire [abon) S\ffpt across 10 200 
or Chtrlt\'illt No,·tmbtr 26 UlJ&, p. 4 Korabh ad Oak Park.' Thtse 

prop«'rtks: a~ mosely matga 
No\·. 1918 thk Puk. aortb-wcst -2S.m 146.040 Fnmtr and Stnler , Asabon 200 

of ChttrlC'\1Ue Nonmbtr 26 1918, p. 4 
Nov. 1918 0:11"1momie. sou\h -26.834 146.092 Fanner and St-ttltr. No,-cmber 1'o funhcr d<tt;ls; prob>bly little mulp 

ofChlrleville 26 1918. p. 4 burnt 
Dec-. 1921 Miio. north·wcst -2~.7~8 144.131 Cairn~ Post, 14 Dfttmbtr La ree fin raging through bat'k or Milo, <100 

of Adavale 1921. p. 2 fo\o\·ards Butgroo and Po"·tll Crttkj ;;I 
~ 

front 40 miles long:\o\·outd ha"tt burnt il' 
some mWga ~ Nov. 1922 D~ndo. Wyandr.i -27.302 14~.845 Caims Post, 21 No'"·cmber Burning for days and out of control; 20 §' 

1922, p. 5 threalcning 01her st.:itions; mo5tly ... 
gru.sland :s-

Port Pirie RctonJtr, 30 Total of 11000 acres burnt in Curuuunullo 20 
~ Nov. 1922 Cunoomulla area - 28.071 145.695 i NOH~mbcr I 922, p. I districl; probably mostly grassland 

(0011ti1111~d fl~).'I /X''(t") A 

~ 
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... 
Q 

M<>nlh Year Pn>pmy/an:a Lal ('S) Lon::.(•E) Source Details Roush 0~1 
ofmulp ~ bumt tkm2

) 

"' Q 

Feb. 1927 South·wm of - 28. 190 143.600 Townr.iUc l)aily Bulletin. 'The glare of bush fires was noticc3blc 10 
~ 
"' Th>rgumiodah 17 Ftbru.1ty 1927. p. 5 ht>m \he town in the dim:tion of Clyde ~ 

Srarion yesh:rday and scver.ll residents :s-
motored lo Nooyca 10 miles from the ~ 
town. to investigate the out~k. which ~ 
was apparently en used by lightning. The 
fire is still mging on a front ofsc\·erat 
miles: l'\ot much mulga in this ;irea 

Oct. 1928 Charlevilh: area - 26.408 146.245 Brisbane Comier. 20 Octobtr 'A correspondent writing from the 1? 
1928, p. 13 Cb;irltville d isirict stales rhat living 

conJitions arc rar from f:\\ourablc at 
prcscnt; dust stonns of varying mtcnsity 
on: of almosr d:iily occuncncc, and the 
position is ~ndered still more 
unplc:asanl by !he smoke from bush fires 

Od. 1941 BArt'OOnth, Ston<'hengt -24.308 143.205 ) 1orolng BuUttln. 12 000 ~cr'l'S of bf'avil)' timbtrtd mu.lgn 48 
11 Ortobcr rounlr')' on Bancoonh dcstro~·cd; tire 
1941, p. 0.4 bumt from WarbrttcH up western 

Jlde or Thomson to W alrrloofV:1.lrlfa 
Dec. 1943 West of Dimnbendi -28.698 147.765 Qumubmd Timc:s. I J 0 000 &erCSof pa stun: destroyed. centred 10 

24 l>tctmb<r on Ur.:iodool but burning west tow:irds 
1943. p. l Mulg3 D\mns; ~-ould h:i\ 'C buml 

mostly grnsl;ond and open woodland 
along CuJgoo + perh:tpsjCO'.lttercd mulp 
g10\'CS 

Ocl. 1948 CuMamvlla area -28.071 145.695 D•ily Mm:uty, 22 October 'Twmly mm have Ix-en fi:htin& t bush- 10 
1948. p. 9 fur in the C'u.nnamull~ district for 

two days, and just when they thoug,ht 
they had it under control it broke out 
again ... ·: mostly grassbod 

Jon. 1950 Btnrlttn Charltvillc and -27.108 145.644 :""1Uional ;\dvOt'tltt. 7 proptr1irs; rne-n fighring "°ilh bags ind 100 
Cunn3mull• 3 J1nu•ry 1950, p. I branchH 

Jan. 1950 Y:.111, Bando and -27.171 145.S51 Quee n5Jand Country Lirt, . . . rbe blg fire or t 950 ••• names on 500 
Barooona 30 S~pttmbtr 1954, p. 19 a50--milr front to re through 81roona, 

Bando and Yalli. 
Jan. 1950 Milo, nortb·¥1·cs1 or -27.171 145.551 ~orthtrn Mlnt r, 11 January 100000 u:res burnt; probably sorne JOO 

Ad:milt 1950, p. 2 mu.Jga 
J an. 1950 Nrar Adnalt -25.909 144.608 ~orthrro MJnrr, 11 Jaouary 'f¥1·o big fir es surrounding lown 200 

,... 
19$0, p. 2 r 

Jim. 1950 Cumbitrdo. Adn•k -26.087 144.767 ~ortbcrn Miner, 11 Jaouary 3·mllc front; burntng on~r SC\'tra1 20 
en 

1950. p. 2 tbOU5:and l t rtS [ 
~ 
Q ,... 



?7 1950 Budalttr-Thurulgoona, - 28.189 146.732 Oidty (1987) Burnt in 1950 wildfiR:; oo Nrtb« dcuilb ?1 
.,, 
~-

soulh-t:.astor ,,. 
C"unnamulla ii 

Jan. 1950 Lecpardwood Parle. -27.757 144.SM Nonhem Miner. 11 January l'o further d<lails 10 ~ 
Ads vale 1 9~.p. 2 0 

Ju. 1950 WyaDdn arta -27.152 145.902 Quttnsbnd Tln1es. 2S..mlle fire front; four st:trions 100 .0 
J O January t~. p. I tbrtattntd intludin: Rouvalt; thls ~ 

~Ould ha\ct indud"1 largr art:as or "' g:nissl:.-nd alone 1be Warngo Rh'tr H ; wrrcU as mulga 
J>n. 19~ 20 miles nord~wesi -26.IS~ 146.1)43 Queensland Tl.D'ICS, lO J1nu;uy No further debils ?? ~ 

of Charlevillc 1950. p. I -:-
De<. 1950 Arubatbala, aorth--wcst -25.965 145.J21 Morning Butlcfin, SO 000 acres (200 km?) burnt; probably 200 

~ or Charfcvtlle JO Dtttmbtr 1950, p. 4 mostly mulp 
Jan. 195 1 C harJe vlllP..Wya ndra -26.916 146.047 S)'dnty Morninc, Herald. SO..mllt fire front between Charft"ille 500 

19 Janu:try t9SJ, p. J a nd \Y)·•ndn a ffct"tlng at lc-ast 9 
properties; >~00 000 acres 
(2000 km1

) burnt, bur much 
c,rnssbnd in thl$ are-a u d difficult to 
cs1hna ie how much mulg:ii burnt 

Jan. 195 1 Auburn Vale, west - 26.446 145.7~2 Sydney Morning Hm kl, l'o fur1her details ?? 
of cti:.rlevill e 19 Janu:uy 1951, p. 3 

J•n. 1951 Rocksbcri (Rocknille?), - 26.143 145.933 Sydoey Mornln: Herald, 15x 12 miltS(• 4SOkni1) 200 
Ch111rlc,-Ulc 19 J 111 nuar·y 1951, p. J 

Jan. 1951 DillalalVWcrrim, -26.857 146.032 Sydney Morning llerald, 10000 (40 k.m2) aeries bum1 20 
CharkviUc 19 January 19.51. p. 3 

Jan. 195 1 Bo1tm1o1Tongy. rut - 27.264 146.921 Sydftty Mornln& Herald, 100 000 (400 k.m1) acns burnt+hUY)' 300 
ofWyand:ra 19 J a nu t r')' 1951. p. J ; lossts or shttp; rag:td for >8 da,-s 

J a n. 1951 C uHlllng(Rka rtoon, -26.715 145.918 Courier M1U, 22 J1nuu')· 100 mtn fighting firt, confined U 10 400 
Chartnille 195 1. p. I "ithin 480 sq~n miles; 200000 

:srrts (800 km.1) burnt out, probably 
::tbout hair mule• 

Ftb. 195 1 Vtn Pnk. Chu1t \'illt -26.551 146..lSJ Wlr1'1ck Dally News, Thrtt-qa:arttnofVrn Park burnt out; 120 
6 F•bruuy 195 1. p. 2 lolal ofJ0-40000 acrTS (160 knl) 

burnt Oil Wa llat Mortlake and Vera 
Park: pl"opu tics a n - 7S'1'. mulga 

Feb. 195 1 W1ttaL south -26.600 146.173 Wa n t"ick Dail) NtM s.. Thrtt-qtrarters or proptrty b urnt out; Ste 1bo'e 
or Charlt,·iJlc 6 Fcbru1ry 1951, p. 2 tot1I of3~0000 acres burnt on 

Wallat, Mortla kc and Vera Park 
;;I Feb. 195 1 Monlakt, Clurtt,·ille -26.499 146.J28 Wan,-fck Dally Kews, Tbrtt-c:ruarttn or pro~rf)· bum I out; SH1bo,·e ~ 

6Ftbruary 1951. p. 2 t otal ofJ0-40000 acns burnt on 1l' 
WaU1l, Morth11ke :1nd Ven Park ~ Feb. 1951 Wyandra arta - 27.249 145.986 Courltr l\l all, 9 Fcbruu~· Worst bushlir" io 60 yl'an; 4()..mi.le n/a ( lift' bt low) .. 

193 1. p. I fronl; at le;11sl 37 fires .and 17 stations it 
'ft-hoUy or partly burnt out t Feb. 1951 Wa~na.casr -27.293 146.J42 CourJer Ml'IU, 9 Fcbrutt" · 34 000 acrc<J (137 km1

) 100 
orw,-a ndrO'I: 1931. p. I burnt + l1omcstc11d thrc11tened; 

mostly mulga 

(umrillutJ 11txt pn~c:) :!: 

Appendix I. (tootlriun/) 
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Moalh Year Propmy/an:a Lal ("S) Long. rEJ Source o.u;1s Rough 3tt":I 

of mulp ;;I 
bwnt (km'J ~ 

1l' 
.': 

Feb. 19~1 Aiiiie, Wyanch - 27.332 146.072 Courier Mail, 9 Februaly Roar of advancing flames could hr he-:1.rd s ... ~ .. 
1951, p. I mile off l 

Feb. 1951 Quilple arta - 26.614 144.267 Courier Ma lt. 9 February 60000 ac"" (240 Jun1
) burnt out Comongln Arc a-

1951, p. I (see bclon) ~ 
Fe b. 1951 Comongln. Quilplc -26.614 144.450 Fumcr :ind Settler, 20 Agents .. . pointed out that ft.res In 1951 JOO !!. 

Ftbru:iry 195.), p. 1 causf'd 5tvtre damage lo lhe mulga 
Fe b. 1951 Lulnorth. W)1ndn1 -27.126 147.174 C1lms Post, 12 Febru11ry On edgt or g:a nlen, 1hrtattninc so 

1951, p. I homcstnd 
Feb. 1951 Clannon Pirie., - 27.099 146.147 Ca irns Post, J2 Fcbru11ry 15-17 000 (60km1

) acrt1 burnt out 60 
Wyandra 1 9~ 1 . p. t 

Feb. 195 1 Th:1rgomindah are3 -27.992 143.817 C•ims Po~. 12ftbnmy195 1 . 1500 shttp bum.-d; fires now under ?? 
p. I control: no funher details 

Feb. 195 1 SO miles \\CSI of -28.13 1 14.f.86S Cairns Post. 12Fcbniary 1951, Majoroulbreak; all a\.·ai!ablt men fighling 
('unnamull:J (around p. I fi re 
Carpel Spring:s are:i) 

Feb. 1951 Charfc, ·iUc111rt:1 - 27.134 146.J69 Northern '.\1iner, 13 3 600 000 a t rH (15 000knl) estim,11tcd 10 000 
Ftbrunry 1951, p. t bumt our; main firt oo 90 mile front, 

fro m J 6 milts south of Charle-ville 
norlb-Mocst f1ctu:illy norlMastJ to 
Conislon; niorc accuraldy a SO milr 
finJront, stiR 1;1rge :areas ot muJg.a 
burnt 

F•b. 1951 Wltcad<'lgh, CSSI - 26.984 146.J99 Courlcr MaU. 13 Fc.brull)' Photo c•pllon: 'Leaping fllmts and Jndudrd in llbo\C 
orWyandra 1951. p. t bUlo" i.nl: Hnokc H tbc fi res r.1cC'd 

throue,h grass and mulga on 
Whtatlcigb starion ... 

Feb. 1951 Ktnmor<". f'H I - 26.933 146.235 Courier ~bll. 14 Febru1J')· Flames rushing throuc,h mulga and Included ia a bo,·c 
· •!· · . .. - dm 1951, p. 5 grnstand 

Frb. 1951 l nkcnna n/VIMgar Rill -26.592 145.650 Courirr Mail. IS Ftbru• t') Rtlhuy fttfltT'S ~h·ts' llghling firts; 30 
sldlne. "'Ht 1951. p.3 sprtad lo lokf'rman :a.ad 3 
or CbarlC\.i llc nrlghbouring pro~rtlM: 

Ftb. 1951 Bofnt WUI or Ch:irlt\'Dlc - 26.638 145.786 Courltr Moll. IS Ftbruary l.a rgc fire; hnt and noise ft'nifk 30 
1951. p. J 

F•b. 195 1 Bodouna, ~HI - 26.712 145.778 Courier Mall, 15 February Large firr; ht'at 3 pd nojsr tt'rrUk 30 
or Chartc, ·urc 1951. p. 3 

Ftb. 195 1 Cah1bah, n st -27.1~1 14M38 Courier Mail, 16 Ftbrua ry All gran a nd mulga around hom6tHd I ncludrd in 1bo,·e 
or Wy• ndra 1951. p. 3 burning 

Feb. 1951 Nortb·wrst ofCha rl<'villc - 26.272 145.625 Courier M11U. 16 February Vinegar Hill fire sprud lo here; 300 
,_ 

1951, p. 5 >100 000 acres (400 km1) orwatst .. r 
hlgh gruson fire on C airns. Wa rilda, !!! 
BUJTandilla : would hn c b urnt a-
mostly mulg1.cfomin:i1cd 

,.. 
~ communitiH Q ,... 



Ftb. 1951 Ard&our, \\)-andra -27.460 146.126 To"nsvWr Daily 8ullctio, Completrly barot ou.t JJO 
.,, 
ii" 19 Fcbru.ary 19.Sl, p. 2 
2: Fcl>. 1951 Olllwo. Wyandn -27.550 145.915 C'ouritt !\i.li~ 19 FcbNary Thousands of acres bbzing; ......,ing k> 20 " 1951.p. 5 Victoria; mostly gr;assland ~ Fcl>. 1951 Boonoral [)yn<vor Oowns. - 28.657 144.384 Loni;rcl<h Leodtr. 2 March Both properties bodly afftdtd by fires, 11 ?! 0 

Hungcrfonl 1951.p.6 Jame time as l\cbinc ~ .0 
l\1urh 1951 North-l•rnt orCharltvilll' -2~.7~ 145.412 To"·ns,11ft BaUetin, 15 30000 ure (120 knl) firt, spradfog 100 ~ Marth 1951, p. 1 from BronfttoAmbatbaJa (inctuding 1'. 

Bullttour1 aod Nor.tb,·ilJe) faantd by ; ~csrcrJy bJ"l"eU 
ApriJ 1951 Tolycolyc. llungcrford - 29.125 144.470 Western llcnld. 6 April Small bushln; -600 acres of gr.w: and 2 ~ 

1951. p.4 mull::a destroy«! ~ July 1951 Coolao1on. Mon·en -26.910 147.097 Peter Crook·Kfug, prr1onal Burnt 132 km2
, mostly muiea 120 

~ records 
July 1951 Glenorie, ftlon·r n -27.027 147.155 Pelrr Crootvl<lng. ptrsonat Burnt 135km2

, mostly mulga 120 
rttords 

Aug. 1951 Boalman, Monen -27.262 146.9 1~ Peter Croek·Kfng, personal Burnt 80km1
, appro1im11.trl~· hair 40 

ncords mulga 
Aug. 1951 Ard81cn1Rollo. -27.973 146.692 Courier Mail. 20 Augll.!t Thrrc-milc Front, 2SOOO 3cn· t100km2) 20 

Cunnamull~ 1951. p. 3 fire; sprc3d from Ardglcn to Rullo. 
threa~ing home9.ead; some mulga in 

Stpt.-Ott. 1951 East of W)·1ndra, -27.262 146.915 
1his country 

Qut"tnsltnd Times. 1 Ont! of biggest fires: burut for ?S d1ys 600 
centred on Doacman Oclobcr 1951. p. 1; Ptftr onr 800 km2 In mostlr mul~ scrub 

Crook .. KJng, pcnonal 
rtcords 

Oct. 1951 Moonjartt. Cunn:amuJJa -28.0S5 145.345 Courier Mtil. 17 Odobt r Storm st~rtcd dgbl mile ~·ldt bushfire; 40 
1951, p. l bu.mt 20 000 acrcs (80 km1) and 

sprndin~ 
0<1. 1951 Curnniny1. - 28.840 144.491 QuttnsfJnd Country Ufr, Rrfrrrncr to fighting 2 firr on 20 

Huai;crfonl 27 Dttcmbtr 1951. p.11 CurTU\inya that burnt out within 25 
tolks ~rirocl~r; 1his~~s not as bad as 
otMrs lh:at h:ad ttnady occvrnd la 
tbf:disirict 

Ott. 1951 Cb.ark,illc -26A07 146.244 Central Qutcnsland Ur~ld, Char1c,·ille almost cncirdcd b~· 1hrtt ?? 
25 Octobtr 1'51. p. 7 hug:c bushfirn ... 30 miles Crom town 

Otl. 1951 Utana, Morven -26.918 147.IJO Petr r Crook-Kin;. ptrSortal Bu"'t tJOkmz, mostly mulca 100 
rttords 

Ocl. 1951 Ulan1nda,. !\Jon·ir:n -26.787 147.051 Pcttr Crook-Kia~. personal Butnt 480 km2, - 75V• mulga 360 

~ rttords 
Nov. 1951 Moorooka. ~1on·en -26.715 147.049 Prttr Crook-King, prnonal Bur.it 148krn2, - 75o/• mulg:ti 110 il' 

rtcords ~ Nov. 1951 NooroolOG,c Mon·en -26.820 146.899 Ptltr Crook .. KJne.i personal Bu.rnt 32 kml. ~Oo/• mulga 15 [ rttords 
Nov. 1951 ~llUl'IOOd, ~lOrYl'D - 26.634 146.971 Peter Crook-King. pcnonal Burnt 56 kmz, -33,.,,. mulga 20 ls-

rctords l NO\'. 1951 Ali~ Downs, l\1on·cn -25.767 146.73~ Peter Crook-King. pcnonAI Burnt 32 km1• mostly mulgft 30 
records 

(ro11rir111ed11t-.rffHllJI:) ... ... 

Appr.ndlx 1. (('(>111/nurd) ~ 
Monll1 Year Propen) ·area Lal ("S) Long. rEJ Source ()c(ajls Rough ~rc1 

ofmutp ~ burnt tl:m1) 
il' 

Nov. 1951 Cbarl~ Wt area -26.407 146.244 Tol'I D):\ UJr Daily Bullrtin, ISOOO sbrt'p kilkd In fi res around ! ? ~ 
i>" 

2 :'iOl"etnber 191, p. 2 Cllarlt',·inc, no,,. mostly under t 
tontrol ls-

~ov. 19~1 Charlrvme -26.407 146.244 Courftr J\litil, 27 Nonmbtr Two big ftrtt near town !? t 1951, p. I 
Dec. 1951 South-west ofCunnamulb -28.263 145.529 Cairns Pott, 7December19.51, l'o further details ~ 

p. I 
Dec. 1951 Charlc"illc -26.407 146.244 CaimsPo~. 7Dttcmbcr19.51, J'\o further details 77 

p. I 
Jan. 1952 Southtrn Mulga Lands -28.263 145.529 YkKtllar (2UOO, p. 57) [J<tcnsh·e llru in 1outhir:rn Mulga ... 

Lands: no further drt111fs 
Oec. 1952 Thurlby, Charlevmc -26.361 146.157 Courier Mail, 12 Stptembcr Bumi 3000acmt12 km7

). m0$t)y 
1952. p. I grassl.'.lnd 

Dtc. 1954 Mulga Fortst aru. -26.246 146.075 Courltr J\11111. 30 July Jn btnil~· timbend country 10 milts <10 
Charle,·ille 1954. p. I north-Wf'St of CbarJrvllle 

Jan. 1956 Chlr1eville area -26.407 146.244 Ctntral Quttnsland Herald. Some foddtr df'Stro)'«I. but little Jama gt: ·n 
12 Janu•ry 1956, p. 29 focfigh1crs "cary 

Jan. 1956 Wallen. CUnnamulla -27.616 145.822 Central Qucc-nslanc.1 llcr.sld. Fhe-milcfron1.6000(24km')acrcsbwnt; 20 
12 Janu.:ny 19S6. p. 29; now under control 
Cunn:tmulla Watchmm. 
11 January 1956, p. 2 

Nov. 1956 Chccpic di~ric:t -26.636 145.027 Ctnrr.il Quttn~lllld Hcr.ild. SOOO acrcs(20bn7
) burnt 80 miles wcsi of 20 

22 November 1956, p. 32 tmrlevilte 
Nov. 1956 Quilpic~ra -26.612 144.254 Ccntr.>l Quccnslond Htlllld, FiR extingui'1>ed itself ?1 

22 NOY<mbcr 1956, p. 32 
Jan. 1957 lluogr:rford utt -28.996 144.411 CutH-rn Timrs, 6 Jnuary •A bu:r bush 6n: burni.ng In the far 400 

1957. p. I nonh-\\ rst of~S\'\. fortbe pasts da}'S ..... - bu s'npt acrou th,. r>p~nitand 
border. The fire ttas r:acing 60 mitts 
north or Wan2aring or -30 miln: 
Inside lhc Qurensl:and bordu. They 
said lbt fin racing aonllYr:ard and 
tttstuard was unroJttroll«l.' 

Ju. 1957 i\Joombldary, - 28.932 143.899 Canbtrn Tlmir:s. 6 Janunry .. ntarly rsb:austed fire-fi~httrt ~err 300 
Hungerford 1957, p. I tl'.Hllght fighting to ~,·e Moornbidary 

shttp shltlon nur the NSW border.' 
Jan. 1957 CurTawlnya. - 28.840 144A91 C:inbtrra Times. 6 January 'Earlier? volunt~n bellend they 200 

Hu11itrford 1957. p. I chtektd a fire on Curra,..·inya Station ,... 
In t he Hungerford district, but it Jea.pt r 
flrr brnks and surged towards "' 
[MJoombidary.· ~ ,.. 

!t 
0 ,... 



;,, 

Jan. 1957 Zcooal, Hungerford - 28.566 143.802 Canbcrn Times. 6 January 'About 100000 11.crcs of grassland biu 400 if 
1957, p. l beea lost to a fire which w•s checked 

~· today at Zcnoni Statio~ 45 miles 
south ofThargomindah.' -< 

Jan. 1957 Dyntl·or Downs. - 28.086 144.356 Ian Pike, pers. c-ornm. Fire ntingulshrd. on Dynn·or Labs 200 !; 
Thargomlndah '2 

Nov. 1957 Cunnamulla area -28.071 145.695 Cunmunulb Walehman, Dry stonns, dust storm." and bushfire!: 100 ~ 20 J..:ovcmbcr 1957. p. 1 11 bu.shfircs started in Cunnamulla area 
:md high winds making fiR fighting [ 
Jifficull; main fire soutkJSt of 0" 

CuMamuUa in g:rassfand ~ 
~o·r. 1957 West of Wyaadra - 27.171 145.551 Prtcr LDCftS. pt>rs. romm. fi~ burnt from Ylllli (paddock 400 'C 

ncighbourfn1: ClilTd11lc) north 11lmost r 
to Cooladdt, lbrough hard mulg:a ~ d:dges and soner box country 

Dec. 1974 Comoogin. Quilpie -26.614 144.450 Western Tim~s. 12 Deccmt>er Buslifirc burnt 7000 ancs (mostly mulga) 30 
1974, p. I 

Dec. 1974 Beltram Park. Quilpie -26.300 144.601 Western Times, 12 December Bushfire from Comong;n swept across end See above 
1974,p. I burnt down hom~1C3d 

i No\'. 1976 Cun.o.amulla arra -28.071 145.695 Cunuamulla Wa1rhm'1n. St'\lere d r)· storms c11uscd 13 reported 100 
17 No,'rmber 1976, p. 2 bushfircs and damage to town 

l 
buihllngs 

Doc. 1976 Cuoo1tmuU1t a rea - 28.071 145.695 CunnamuUa Watchman. Ftres in p11St week had burnt out JOG 000 500 
8 Dert'mbcr 1976. p. 1 ttcl"t'S (1200 krnJ) of grassland and 

i;i muJga i.o districl a· Jan. 197& Victo, Cunnamulla - 27.667 145.924 Cunnamulla Watcliman. Lighting suirtcd fires. includini one along 20 g 28 January 1978, p. l powerltne on Victo 1hat burnt 1000 
g acres (4 kmz); gtll"land in thi! area 
3 Feb. 1978 East of Cuonamulla -28.040 145.951 CunnamuUa Watchman, Sound organisation orfirt bri::allts ktpt 50 

~ l February 1878, p. 5 most fires to a. mint mum, an exception 

"'· bei.ng a 6rc c-tst ofCunnamullil. which 
burnt 121500ba (121Skm:): not 
much mulga within JO km rast of 
town 

~ 
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